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BY 

Lieut.  Ool.  SOBEBT  H.  800TT,  Third  U.  8.  ArtOlery, 

AND 

PUBLISHKB  PURSUANT  TO  ACT  OF  CONGRESS  APPROYED  JUNE  16,  I860. 


SBBIB8  I— YOLUHB  ZYIU 


WASHINGTON: 

eOYBRNMSNT  PRINTING  OFPIOB. 

1887. 


PREFACE. 


By  an  act  approved  JoDe  23, 1874,  Gon£n*^88  made  an  approprffltion 
*' to  enable  the  Secretary  of  War  to  begin  the  pablicatioii  of  the  OfScial 
Becords  of  the  War  of  the  Bebelliou,  both  of  the  Union  and  Confed- 
erate Armies,"  and  directed  him  '^to  have  copied  for  the  Public  Printer 
aU  reports,  letters,  telegrams,  and  general  orders  not  heretofore  copied 
or  printed,  and  properly  arranged  in  chronological  onler.'^ 

Appropriations  lor  continuing  such  preparation  have  been  made  from 
time  to  time,  and  the  act  approved  June  16,  18S0,  has  provided  ''for 
the  printing  and  binding,  under  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of 
ten  thousand  copies  of  a  compilation  of  the  Official  Records  (Union  and 
Confederate)  of  the  War  of  the  Hebellion,  so  far  as  the  same  may  be 
ready  for  publication,  during  the  fiscal  year";  and  that  ''  of  said  num- 
ber, seven  thousand  copies  shall  be  for  the  use  of  the  House  of  Eepre- 
8entative<s,  two  thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Senate,  and  one 
thousand  copies  for  the  use  of  the  Executive  Departments."* 

This  compilation  will  be  the  first  general  publication  of  the  military 
records  of  the  war,  and  will  embrace  i^U  official  documents  that  can  be 
obtained  by  the  compiler,  and  that  appear  to  be  of  any  historical  value. 

"yolomesl-y  diBtribnted  under  act  approved  Judo  16,  1880.  The  act  approved 
Angnst  7,  188S2,  provides  that — 

"The  Tolnmes  of  the  Oifioial  Reeords  of  the  War  of  the  BebeUion  shall  be  distributed 
M  foHows :  One  thooaand  copies  to  the  Execative  Departments,  as  now  provided  by 
law.  One  thonsaad  copies  for  distribution  by  the  Secretary  of  War  among  officers  of 
tiie  Army  and  oontribntois  to  the  work.  Eight  thousaod  three  hundred  copies  shall 
be  sent  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  such  libraries,  organizations,  and  individuals  at 
may  be  designated  by  the  Senators,  Bepresentatives,  and  Delegates  of  the  Forty- 
seventh  Congress.  Eaoh  Senator  shall  designate  not  exceeding  twenty-six,  and  each 
BepieaentatiTe  and  Delegate  not  exceeding  twenty-one  of  such  addresses,  and  the 
Tolnmes  shaU  be  sent  thereto  from  time  to  time  as  they  are  pnblished,  until  the  pub- 
lication is  completed.  Senators,  Bepresentatives,  and  Delegates  shall  inform  the 
fieeretaiy  of  War  in  eaoh  case  how  many  volumes  of  those  heretofore  published  they 
have  forwarded  to  such  addresses.  The  remaining  copies  of  the  eleven  thousand  to 
be  pnblished,  and  aU  sets  that  may  not  be  ordered  to  be  distributed  as  provided 
horain,  shall  be  sold  by  the  Secretary  of  War  for  cost  of  publication,  with  ten  per 
cent,  added  thereto,  and  the  proceeds  of  such  sale  shall  be  covered  into  the  Treasury. 
If  two  or  more  sets  of  said  volumes  are  ordered  to  the  same  address,  the  Secretary  of 
War  shaU  inform  the  Senators,  BeprcHentatives,  or  Delegates,  who  have  designated 
the  same^  who  thereupon  may  designate  other  libraries,  organizations,  or  individuals. 
The  Secretary  of  War  shall  report  to  the  first  session  of  the  Forty-eighth  Congress 
what  volumes  of  the  series  heretofore  published  have  not  been  furnished  to  such 
Ubnyiea,  organisations,  and  individuals.  He  shall  also  inform  distributees  at  whose 
inateaoo  the  Yolnmes  are  sent." 

(Ill) 


lY  PBEFACE. 

Tbe  pnblication  will  preseDt  the  records  in  the  following  order  of 
arraDgement: 

The  Fint  Serlei  will  embrace  the  formal  reports,  both  UdIod  and  Con- 
federate, of  tbe  first  seizures  of  United  States  property  in  the  Southern 
States,  and  of  all  military  operations  in  the  field,  with  the  corresiK>nd. 
ence,  orders,  and  returns  relating  Bx>ecially  thereto,  and,  as  proposed,  is 
to  be  accompanied  by  an  Atlas. 

In  this  series  the  reports  will  be  arranged  according  to  the  campaigns 
and  several  theaters  of  operations  (in  the  chronological  order  of  the 
events),  and  the  Union  reports  of  any  event  will,  as  a  rule,  be  imme. 
diately  followed  by  the  Confederate  accounts.  The  correspondence,  &C.9 
not  embraced  in  the  *'  reiH>rts  "  proper  will  follow  (first  Union  and  next 
Confederate)  in  chronological  order. 

Tbe  Second  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns.  Union  and  Confederate,  relating  to  prisoners  of  war,  and  (so 
far  as  the  military  authorities  were  concerned)  to  State  or  iK>litical 
prisoners. 

The  Third  Series  will  contain  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
letnms  of  the  Union  authorities  (embraciug  their  correspondence  with 
the  Confederate  officials)  not  relating  specially  to  the  subjects  of  the 
fir9i  and  second  series.  It  will  set  forth  the  annual  and  special  reports 
of  the  Secretary  of  War,  of  the  Ceneral-in-Chief,  and  of  the  chiefs  of 
the  several  staff  corps  and  departments;  the  calls  for  troops,  and  the 
eorrespondence  between  the  National  and  the  several  State  authorities. 

The  Fourth  Series  will  exhibit  the  correspondence,  orders,  reports,  and 
returns  of  the  Conf^erate  authorities,  similar  to  that  indicated  for  the 
Union  officials,  as  of  the  third  series,  but  excluding  the  correspondence 
between  the  Union  and  Confederate  authorities  given  in  that  series. 

BOBEBT  N.  SCOTT, 
JIfajor  Third  Art.^  and  Bvt,  Lieut.  OoL 

War  Depabthent,  August  23, 1880. 

Approved! 

ALEX.  BAMSEY, 

Secre1a}*y  of  War* 
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CUT  TBB  VBXXfOl^JkXt  JUVJILM'XM; 
1^ 


W^iam^Mai. CkB. OoiteTM W.  tatth^O. a 
<Im  dBfroM  of  BiohBOBd,  •!•. 
flUfmlib  B0W  Fijaowlby  H.O. 

89k    »-l^l8n>-Ezp«dili0Dft«m8iiftdk.Y«. 
i^  18M.^Att>olr  oa  WMhlngton.  W>  C 
%  18tt.--SklnBiih  al  WilliMiMlnifg,  y ft. 
17-aP^  lMi.*-Op«n«loiis  al  and  aboni  ShUoh,  N.  C. 

]%  lattJ— na  Gonftdflcato  DepartmaDt  of  North  CaxoUiia  and  SoothHB 
Yiiginia  (Dapartmoat  of  Virginia  and  North  Caiollna)  eonati- 
taiedy  under  command  of  Mi^.  Gton.  OnataYoa  W.  Smitib. 
OtiL  \  laC^fflrirmiah  on  the  Blaokwater,  near  Franklin,  Va. 

Aliii^  on  the  Blaekwater,  near  Znnl,  Va. 
15, 1808.— Skirmish  near  Camville,  Va. 
86»  186B.— Skirmish  near  Znnl,  Va. 
S9, 1808.— Skirmish  on  the  Blaekwater,  Va. 
31, 1888.— Skirmish  at  Franklin,  Va. 
Rot.     1-1S»  1888.— Expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C,  indliiding  ■lrtwi«f|>ff  (9d)  at 

Little  Creek  and  Bawle's  Mill. 
8^18fliL— Brig.  Oen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting»C.  S.  Army,  airtgnad  to  oommand 

of  the  defenses  of  Cape  Fear  Biyer,  N.  C. 
11, 1808.— Demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C. 
19-14, 18(8.— Operations  abont  Suffolk,  Va.,  including  ekinnlahea  (tKh)  at 

Proyidenoe  Choroh   and  (14th)  at   Blaekwater  Bridge^  and 
Zani,  Va. 
16»  1888.— Skirmish  at  Oloacester  Point,  Va. 
17, 1808L— Afllur  near  Camyille,  Va. 
]8»  1808.— Skirmish  at  Franklin.  Va. 

SUimish  at  Core  Creek,  N.C. 
88, 1808.— Destraotion  of  Salt- Works  in  Matthews  County,  Va. 

*Of  aome  of  the  minor  conflicts  mentioned  in  this  '' Summary"  no  cireamatantial 
vapcrts  are  on  file, 
tflaa  Bariea  I,  VdlSb  XI  and  XIX. 

1  B  B— >TOL  XYHX 


S  aOKH  OABOLOrA  AMD  &  K.  YIBOIIU.  lOluv. 

Siof.       M^  ISaii—ftiiwwinal— iiififi  from  WnHaiwilmig^  Ym, 

96^  1808.--€ftpten  of  the  United  Stelw  ttoMMT  En^  a^  B^ 
Dm.         ly  IB88L— fiUxmiih  st  Besrer  Dam  Chiuehy  Ym, 

%  IB88L— fikinnlBh  on  the  Bladkwater,  new  FmnkUiif  Ym, 
M%  law.— BeeonnnlewmwteftwnSidftilk te  the  Btoefcwtw  wiJ  ■IIiwMmw  •! 
end  »bont  ZnntyYn. 
V^  IMi.— Atteok  on  Plymouth,  N.  C. 
IMi,  law.— Baiwnnelienee  ftom  Totktown  to  CHimeeeter,  Ili4ttiew%  Bug  lad 

Qneeny  end  Mlddleeey  Oonattoi^  Vn^ 
11-80^  180iL— Expedition  from  New  Bene  to  Goldeheraq^  V.  0. 

U^IMI.— Mid.  Gen.  Arnold  ElMy,0.&laiy,Mri8Bed  to  oonmand  of  the 


17,  IMi.— Beeonnaiawnoe  to  Uaoeaad  Bridge  and  Bant  Ortiaaiy,  Yn. 
m,  lMi.-flUiniahBa  aaor  IHndaor  and  at  Jojaea^  Ita^p  on  the  BiMk- 

wttter,Yai 
H,  IfWI    TTmi  ritlitfimth  Aimj  nwfa  iMMlHated,  ■■ilai  iia«niBfl  iif  M^ 

Gen.  John  O.Voater,  U.  8.  Imy. 
87,  IMi.— SUndih  al  SUnbeth  €%,  N.  O. 
fBfVUSL    mrtntiMwe near Bnftik and alProvidnaaChMwh,Yai 
7-  9^  1888.— Bzpedition  ftomToriEtown  to  Weat  Foint  and  White  Howe^  Ya^ 
8-18^  1888.— Expedition  from  Saflblk  towaid  the  BhMkwat«,  Ya. 
9^  1863.— CUdndeh  near  noridenee  Ohnnh,  Yn. 
U^  1888.- Expedition  from  Torictown  to  Weat  BoiBt,  Ya^ 
t7-81«  1808L— BeeonnaiManoeftomNewBenietoFol]odDrrl]le^nenton,Tovn^ 

Groae-Boada,  and  Ondoir,  N.  C,  and  ddndahea  (19th)«t  White 
Oak  Oiaek  and  (SOtfa)  iMv  Jaakaonrilla. 
18, 18tt.— 8oo«t  from  Wllliamebug  and  ddndih  at  Bant  CMInaqr,  Ya^ 
87-88^  1888.— Beeonnaieeeneee  on  tiw  Vooae^  Dof«r,  and  IVant  Boadi^  E.  0. 
88, 1888.— Engagement  at  Deaerted  Hooae^  or  Eidly^  Store,  near  0aflbIk,Yai 
9^     1-10^  1888.— Expedition  from  Now  Bene  to  Flymoath,  N.  C. 

%  1888.— Deetraetlon  of  Balt-Woifai  at  Wale^e  Hand,  Onntfek  Beach,  N.O. 
6^  1688.— CUdndah  near  OttreEnNMhChnrehfYai 
8-81, 1868.— Tim  Ninth  Amy  Ooipe,  Xid.  Gen.  Wimam  F.  Stotth,  U.  &limy, 
eommanding,  tnaaftnad  from  Aimy  of  the  IMtMiiae  to  BJewpoat 


7, 1888.— SUndih  at  dire  Btanah  OhBni^  Ya^ 

Skirmieh  near  Ednton,  E.  C. 
10^  1988.— gkirmieh  at  Batdheldm^e  Cieek,  E.O. 

Bidge^N.C. 
18, 1888.-CUdndah  near  Waahington,  N.  O. 
17, 1868.— Hitf.  Gen.  Bammel  O.  nenoh,  O.  8.  Amy,  tfwpoiaiilj  in  eoan- 

nmnd  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolinn  and  Sonthen  Ylr- 

ginia. 
Wf  1888.— Two  diTfriona  of  Longetiaaiffc  ooipe  ordered  from  Amy  of  North- 
ern Yixginin  to  ^ifroei^  of  Biohmond. 
88^  1888.— Engagement  at  Ftot  Caewell,  N.  C* 
86^  1868.— Hi^.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  8.  Amy,  emiiinia  command  of  tioqpe 

in  North  Carolina. 
88^  1888.— Licat.  Gen.  Jamee  Longrtreet,  C.  8.  Amy,  aaeomee  command  of 

the  Depftrtment  of  Viiginia  and  North  Carolina. 
Mar.     I-  8, 1883.— Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C,  and  ak^> 

miflhee  (3d  and  4th)  near  Fairfield  and  Swan  Qnarter. 


*  'Die  United  States  eteamem  Daootah  and  Monticello  engaged.    See  Annaal  Beport 
«f  the  Secretary  of  the  NaTy,  December  7, 1963. 
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6-  8^  MC^— PwnoBatoittan  on  Oofllon,  V.  0.»  faiilnaiiig  ddndihM  (TUi)  aft 

Cora  Onek  and  near  Donsr. 
6-10^  186a.^Eipedttkm  from  Now  Bone  to  Ttaiton,  PnUodkoriUo,  Toim|^ 
Ciooi-Boodi,  and  Swanaboiongli,  N.  C. 

7-  9^  18<g>— Boorninatiwamoo  from  Saflfolk  and  iMfinWi  (9ih)  noar  Windaoa,  Va^ 
7-10, 1863.— Ezpodltlon  from  Nowport  Bamoko  to  Codar  Point,  H.  G. 

1^14, 1863.— B^oditlon  from  Mow  Bone  to  Mattamnakoet  Lako,  H.  C. 
8-16^  18Ba.— BzpodiHon  against  Mow  Bomo,  M.  C,  inolndtog  oklnniiilioa  (13t^ 

14tii)  at  Deop  GnUy  and  attaok  (Mtk)  on  Fort  Andanon. 
lO-ta^  1883.— Dcmonatration  on  Plymonth,  H.  C. 

IS-li^  1883.— Hio  Thizd  DiTirion,  Ninth  Aniy  Cotpo,  tianateiod  from  Newpoit 

News  to  SoAklk,  Va. 
Vf  186BJ— Mid.  Qfln.Am1iioaeB.BQiBiMa»  U.  &  Imy,  aanata  aaanand  of 
tho  Ninth  Amy  Corpo. 
fikiniiih  noar  Franklin,  Yai 
l»46^  1883.— Tho  Flnt  and  Booond  DlTlaloMb  Mnth  Iny  Ooin  oaAvk  at 

Nowport  NowB  for  tho  DopartBMot  of  tha  OUai. 
8S^  1883.— SUnddi  at  Winflold,  N.O. 
M,  I883L— flUnniah  at  Rooky  Hook  Cioak,  K.O. 
86^  1863.— AflUr  at  Norfolk,  Va. 
8^  1863.-fikinDioh  at  WUliamabozg^  Va^ 
30^  1863.— SUrmiflh  noar  Deep  Onlly,  N.  C. 
aOHApriiaO,  1863.— filoge  of  Waehington,  N.  0.,  and  puaalt  of  tbo  OobMU 


April  1, 1863. — ^Lientenant-GenenJ  Longstreet's  oommand  reotganiaed,  to 

•iatof  tho  Department  of  North  Carolina  (MiO*  <3en.  D.  H.  Hill 
commanding),  Department  of  Sonthem  Virginia  (Mi^*  ^^^^"^  8> 
G.  French  commanding),  and  Department  of  Biehmond  (Mai* 
Gen.  Arnold  Elaey  commanding). 
Expedition  from  Torktown  to  SmifJi'i  and  Byid'iPlantationa,  Ware 
BiTer,Va. 
i^  1863.— Mid*  ^^  ^  ^*  Keyee,  U.  8.  Army,  temporarily  in  ooounand  of 
the  Department  of  Virginia, 
gkirmiah  at  Nixonton,  N.  C. 
7, 1863.— Expedition  from  Olonoeeter  Point  to  Olonoeater  Goaii-Honie,  Va. 
9-14, 1863.— Operationa  against  Olonoeeter  Point,  Va. 
11, 1863.-«kirmiah  at  WiUiamabnrg,  Va. 
U-lfay  4, 1863.— Siege  of  Soffolk,  Va. 
151, 1863.— Beconnaifloanee  from  Olonoeeter  Point  to  the  Tloinity  of  Hickory 

Forks,  Va. 
16, 1863.— Aflhir  on  the  Pamnnkey  BiTor,  near  West  Point,  Va. 
97, 1863w— Expedition  from  Torktown  beyond  Hiokory  Forks,  Va. 
87*]fay  1, 1863.— Expedition  from  New  Berne  toward  Kinston,  N.  C,  and 
skirmish  (S8th)  at  Wise's  Cxose-Boads. 
Ifajy  3, 1863.— flkirmishee  at  Ashland  and  HanoTor  Station,  Va.* 

4-  6, 1863.— Skirmishea  at  Hongary  Station,  Tnnalall's  Station,  Hanorertown 
Ftarry,  and  Aylett's,  Va.* 
6^  1863.-flkiiniiah  at  Peletier'o  lCill,N.  C. 
7, 1863.— West  Point,  Va. ,  ooonpied  by  the  Union  foioea. 
1B-M^  1883.— OpentionB  on  the  Seaboard  and  Boaaoke  Bailxoad  and  ddnDlahes 

(15th-16th)  near  OamriUe,  Va. 
Ifi,  1863.— Captnre  of  the  steamere  Emily  and  Arrow. 

Expedition  from  West  Point  to  Bobinoon'o  Plantation,  King  and 
Qneen  County,  Va. 


*  Incidents  of  raid  from  Army  of  the  Potomac.    See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXV. 
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Mmf    15-fl8^  188S.— OpMiifeloitt  on  the  Noifblk  and  Polewibaig  RaflnMd  and  ddiw 

mlahM  a7th)  nanr  Proridenoe  Chnrdh  and  (83d)  at  AntkMh 
Chuoli  and  Barbei'a  dom-Rotida,  Ym, 
19-8i|  1803.— Expedition  ftom  Oloaoeater  Point  into  Matthewa  Ckmnty,  Va. 
9(MB»  1863.— DenumatEation  on  Kinston  and  akiimiahea  (89d)  at  Onm  Bwaoup 

and  (23d)  at  Batohelder^  Cioak,  N.  C. 
98^  1883.— Tlie  ConiMArate  Department  of  North  Carolina  eztendad  to 

biBoe  Petenlmzgy  Va.,  and  the  Appomattox  BiTor. 
a-Jme  1, 1863.— West  Point,  Yn.,  eraooated  bj  tiie  Union  ftmea. 


A  f.i.-i: 


S"'V|  XD8ii^""SS98ytti0B  SOB  BBflbliky  w  ft. 


BgfOfi  of  Mai.  Oem.  Jokm  A.  Dto^  U.  &  Amy,  eawnmamdimg  ike  Ikprnri- 

m&Uof  Vtrgimia. 

FOBT  MOHBOX,  Ya^  tkfimiiber  4^  1882. 

On  the  eveninff  of  the  2d  instant  General  Manafldd  sent  two  com- 
panies of  Dodged  cavaliy,  nnder  M%for  Whedan,  to  cnt  off  a  oompany 
of  rebel  recniits  on  their  way  to  Biohmond.  The  expedition  was  com- 
pletely snooessfhl,  the  whole  force,  consisting  of  2  officers,  05  soldiers, 
and  44  white  men,  with  28  wagons  and  carts  and  25  negroes,  were 
brought  into  Snffolklast  night.  The  negroes  were  tied  when  the  paity 
were  captored. 

JOHN  A.  DEC, 

Mqfor-OmmraL 
]Iiiyo^GeDeral  Haixboil 

OMMTotla-OMff. 


■I  11 -I 


6, 1888.— Attaek  <m  Waddngtoii,  ■•  0. 


Bow  L— llitf.  Gen.  JolmO.  Foster,  U.S.  Army,  oommandingtiM  DepartBMDt  of  Nortli 

Carolina. 
No.  8.— Lieat.  CoL  Edward  B.  Potter,  Pint  Nortii  CaioUnn  Inftntiy  (Union). 
No.  8.— Lieot.  Col.  John  Mix,  Third  New  York  CaTaby. 
No.  4.— Mi^.  Ctan.  Samnel  O.  Frandli,  C.  8.  Aniy. 

KO.L 

Beparii  of  Mqf.  Oen.  Johm  O.  JVwtor,  U.  B.  Amy,  eommamding  ike  De- 

pairtmeni  o/Narih  OaroUma. 

Hbadquabtbbs  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Nobth  Oabolina, 

New  Beme^  N.  0.,  Sq^tember  7, 1882. 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  Jnst  received  a  commoni- 

oation  fh>m  Oolonel  Potter,  First  Regiment  North  Oarolina  Union  Yol- 

nnteers,  commanding  at  Washington,  N.  0.,  that  the  rebels  attacked 

that  town  yesterday  morning  with  abont  1,000  ii^Gnntry,  six  companies 

*  For  reporte  of  Aotg.  Bear-Admiral  8.  P.  Lee  and  Aotg.  Vol.  Lieut.  B.  T.  Bendiaw, 
U.  8.  Nayy,  aee  Annnal  Beport  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  the  Navy,  Deeenber  1, 1808. 
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oTosvalryy  aod  one  battery  of  artOleiy.  Odonel  Potterwasat  the  time 
aboat  leaving,  in  obedienoe  to  my  orders,  tbr  Plj^noath,  N.  C,  with 
Golonel  Mix,  in  oommand  of  five  oompaaies  of  oavalrv  and  one  batteiy 
of  artillery,  to  oo-operate  with  the  Navy  in  attacking  Hamilton,  on 
Boanoke  Biver.  The  attack  of  the  lebela  was  made  suddenly,  and  it 
appears  they  snrprised  tlie  outer  line  of  pickets,  killing  and  wounding 
them,  and,  dashing  into  town,  surprised  the  company  of  foot  artilleiy 
in  the  jarraoks,  stationed  tbr  giurrison  at  the  new  field  works,  capturing 
frmn  them  four  old  brass  6-pounders,  that  were  captured  by  us  at  New 


Oolonel  Mix  and  Oolonel  Potter,  hearing  the  firing,  halted,  and  im- 
mediately returned  into  town,  attacking  the  rebels  vigorously,  and  after 
two  and  a  half  hours'  hard  fighting  drove  them  ih>m  the  town  and 
beyond  Trantei's  Creek.  8  miles  from  town,  taking  20  prisoners,  many 
muskets,  and  about  30  horses. 

The  rebels  left  12  dead  and  12  wounded  in  the  streets,  carrying  oif 
many  killed  and  wounded,  some  of  which  th^  had  to  leave  by  the  road- 
side.   It  is  reported  that  30  dead  bodies  have  been  found  up  to  time  of 

UMiv  UJBIMvUmm 

Our  loss  was  7  killed  and  47  wounded,  most  of  them  slightly.  Lieu- 
tenant Everett,  acUutant  of  the  cavalry,  was  lE^ot  in  the  knee.  Oolonel 
Potter  had  his  horse  shot  under  him. 

An  unfortunate  dinaster  happened  to  the  army  gunboat  Picket,  caus- 
ing her  destruction.  Just  as  the  men  were  called  to  quarters  the  maga- 
zine blew  up,  undoubtedly  i^KNn  carelessness  or  accident,  tearing  the  boat 
to  pieces,  instantly  killing  Oapt.  [Sylvester  D«]  Nicoll,  the  commander, 
and  19  men,  and  wounding  6  others. 

The  gunboat  Louisiana,  Captain  Benshaw,  U.  8.  Kavy,  rendered  most 
efficient  aid,  throwing  her  sheUs  with  great  precision,  and  clearing  the 
streets  through  which  her  guns  had  raufie. 

Our  whole  force  in  the  fight  at  the  tune  of  the  #kttack  consisted  of 
four  companies  of  infiemtry,  two  of  artillery,  and  five  of  cavalry,  and 
was  considerably  outnumbered  by  the  enemy. 

I  shall  leave  for  Washington  immediately  to  take  such  measures  as 
may  be  necessary ,  and  will  send  detailed  list  of  the  killed  and  wounded 
on  my  rotum. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  a  FOSTEB, 

Mirior-Oeneral  Hallbox, 

Oommarndtr-^OUtfj  V.  &  Amy,  WiMMnyfon,  2>.  0. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Dbpabtmbrt  of  North  Oasolina, 

New  Beme^  K.  0.,  Btptember  12, 1862. 

Gbitbbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  addition  to  my  brief  roport 
of  the  7th  of  the  attack  on  Washington,  N.  0.,  that,  upon  careful  inves- 
tigation of  the  cironmstances  and  of  the  reports,  that  the  affair,  although 
undeniably  a  surprise  at  the  outset,  proves  to  have  terminated  in  a  very 
creditable  display  of  gallantry  by  our  troops.  I  find  that  all  the  men, 
infantry,  cavalry,  and  artillery,  recovering  from  their  first  surprise,  drove 
the  enemy  from  the  town  and  8  miles  beyond. 

We  have  knowledge  of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  of  83  killed  and  about 
three  times  that  number  wounded.    Our  loss  was  8  killed,  36  wounded. 
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ftnd  12mi88ing(aB  wffl  be  seen  by  tint  impended  ^J,  exeliuiTeQrfliosekMt 
by  the  anfortunate  blowing  ap  of  the  anny  ganooat  Picket  Owinff  to 
the  death  of  the  oaptain  of  the  Picket,  who  was  the  only  officer  attached 
to  the  veBsel,  the  list  of  killed  and  woonded  has  not  been  as  yet  made  cot 

I  find  that  the  explosion  of  the  magazine  of  the  Picket  will  not  even- 
toate  in  the  total  loss  Of  the  vessel.  The  gnns  have  already  been  vb- 
coTcred;  the  machinery  can  certainly  be  saved,  and  possibly  the  hnU 
raised  and  repaired.  If  this  be  foond  impossible  the  machinery  can  be 
transferred  to  a  canal-barge,  and  fit  up  a  second  gnnboat  as  effective  as 
the  Picket. 

The  five  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Oavahry,  and  Battery  H, 
Third  New  York  Artillery,  were  very  effective  in  driving  the  enemy  ftom 
the  streets.  The  two  companies  of  the  Twenty -fonrui  Massachnsetta 
Volunteers  and  two  companies  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Union  Vol- 
nnteers, under  command  of  OoL  E.  E.  Potter,  FirstNorth  Carolina, fought 
well  and  held  their  position. 

I  shall  have  the  honor,  in  my  next  communication,  to  solicit  the  medal 
of  honor  for  three  most  gallant  men  of  the  rank  and  file. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  veiy  respectfhlly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
ilf qfor-Gmaral  of  FotontMrt,  OamwuuMng. 

.  Qen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Gmeral^Ohitf,  U.  8.  Amy,  FoiMnylon,  D.  0. 


Ka  2. 


Report  of  UeuL  Ool  Edward  B.  PoitUr^  Fim  ITcrth  OonMma  Iftfamtr^ 

(UniUm), 

HXADQUABTBBS, 

WatihmifUm^  Stptember  5  [6],  1862—12  m. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  this  town  was  attacked  this  morn- 
ing at  4  o'clock  by  a  force  consisting,  according  to  the  reports  of  pris- 
oners, of  from  600  to  1,000  in&ntry,  six  companies  of  cavalry,  and  one 
battdry  of  artilleiy.  I  had  Just  started  with  Colonel  Mix  and  his  com- 
mand for  Plymouth,  when  the  attack  was  made.  A  halt  was  ordered 
and  we  moved  back  into  the  town.  A  heavy  firing  of  musketiy  was 
going  on  at  the  upper  end  of  the  town.  As  we  turned  into  the  main 
street  some  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  came  charging  down,  using  sabers 
and  pistols  freely.  Some  of  them  were  knocked  over  and  others  turned 
back.  The  artillery  was  placed  at  the  intersection  of  the  streets,  with 
the  cavalry  supporting  it.  I  advanced  up  the  main  street  witn  one 
piece  of  artillery  and  a  squadron  of  caval^  to  the  in&ntry  quarters, 
where  a  desultory  firing  was  going  on.  The  enemy  had  surprised  the 
artillerymen  at  their  quarters  in  the  school-house,  at  the  comer  of  Second 
and  Bridge  streets,  and  were  there  in  very  strong  force.  I  placed  the 
12-pounder  at  the  intersection  of  Main  and  Bridge.  All  the  infantry, 
North  Carolina  and  Massachusetts,  supported  the  artillery.  The  firing 
here  was  very  sharp.  Nothing  but  a  small  lot  separated  our  men  fh>m 
theirs,  each  firing  from  behind  fences.  Our  piece  did  good  execntion, 
but  the  gunners  were  all  shot,  and  I  had  to  withdraw  &e  gun  and  the 

•KondnaHMosditod. 
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ttt  ODoe.  at  my  reqnert,  and  did  exoeUent  tervioe. 

Cavaliy  aBrmiahing  waa  gaing  on  in  the  mean  time  on  the  oatakJiin 
andindiffBrentaU'wtot  The  enemy  after  a  time  began  to  retnati  taking 
with  them,  I  am  aony  to  ai^,  tiie  fimr  bnun  plecea  wUoh  weie  in  the 
yaid  of  the  academy.  13ie  eandiy  pnianed  them  aemial  mileay  bnt  did 
not  eoDie  op  with  theniL 

The  moat  nnfortanateeventeonneetod  with  the  allUr  waa  the  loaa  of 
the  gnnboat  Picket.  Aecordinff  to  the  report  of  the  engineer  her  mag- 
asine  exploded  just  as  OaptainlHooll  had  ordered  the  men  to  qnartera. 
It  mnet  liave  ariaen  ficom  careleaaneaa  in  opening  the  magarine.  0»- 
tain  NieoU  and  19  men  were  killed  and  6  wooided.  Oar  loaa  in  the 
allUr  ia  aa  IbUowa: 

OompanyB,FiratiyorthOar<iHna,TilentenantI(yant  Two  killed  and  7 
wonnded, 

Oompany  D,  Twentgr-iborth  Maaaaohnaetta:  Two  wonnded. 

Company  B.  Twenty-ftmrth  Maaaaohnaetta:  Foor  wonnded. 

Oompany  6,  TUrd  New  York  ArtiUeiy:  Two  kflled,2  wonnded,  4 
miaaing. 

Thiid  New  Toric  Candfy:  Two  killed  and  26  wonnded,  aligktly. 

Oompany  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery:  One  killed  and  7  wonnded. 

The  lebda  left  behind  12  killed  and  aa  many  wcnndedi  aeyeral  mor- 
tally. We  liaTe  alao  aome  20  priaonera,  and  haire  taken  aeveral  hoiaea 
and  a  good  many  mnaketa. 

The  eondnet  of  the  men  waa  generally  good.  In  fliia  knrried  report 
I  can  make  no  mention  of  indiT&nal  good  condnet  Oolonel  Mix.  with 
hie  caTalry,  did  excellently.  Identenant  Oanard  made  a  veiy  hanoaome 
charge.  I^tenant  lyon,  of  the  North  Carolina  Volnnteera.  diaplayed 
great  eoniage.  lientenanta  Pendleton  and  Strong  were  with  Colonel 
Mix  dnrlng  the  Ught.  No  eaanaWea  oconrred  among  the  offlcera,  witk 
the  exception  of  A^Jntant  BTerett,  of  the  cayaby,  ahot  In  the  knee. 
Several  horaea  were  ahot  ftom  under  theiriiderai  among  them  my  own. 

Captain  Mnrfdiy  haa  retnmed  after  pnianing  the  enemy  to  Tnntei'k 
Greek.  He  rqpwta  that  they  cariied  off  nmny  dead  and  wonnded.  They 
haye  left  acme  at  a  abort  diatance  fkom  town.  I  ahall  make  proper  die* 
poaition  fat  the  debnae  of  the  town  to*ni^lit»  The  Plymonth  expedi- 
tion iapoatponed. 

Tonr  obedient  aervanti  

■DWABDB.  POTTBB, 


Oapt  BOUTHABD 


HoffKAll. 
AAilan^oMmnL 


■aa 

Btpart  qfUmO.  OoL  Jefen  JOa,  TkMl  JSTm  Y&rts  €ki9akf. 

Sib:  I  haTO  the  honor  to  report|  fbr  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding^  the  operationa  of  my  command  on  the  4th,  Sth,  and  6th 
inatant: 

In  compliance  with  my  inatmotiona  I  ahipped,  on  the  4th,  one  com- 
pany (D)  of  the  Third  New  York  CavaliT  and  pne  battery  (H)  of  the 
Ihira  Hew  York  Artillery.    Th^  left  tola  poet  at  11  p.  m.  and  de- 
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barked  at  Wadiingtoii^  K.  O^  at  8  p.  m.  on  tiie  fiOi.  At4a.iiL0iitli6 
6th  a  ounimand,  oonsistmg  of  Oomfmnies  D,  O,  L  and  L,  lliM 
Oavaliy,  and  Batteir  H.  Third  New  York  ArtiUeiy ,  with  an  aggregate 
of  263  men,  formed  lor  tne  expedition  I  had  been  ordered  to  make^  and 
at4J5lirokeintooolamn.  Soaroely  were  the  tioope  in  oolnmn,  the  head 
of  it  liaying  jnst  reached  the  ontekirts  of  tiie  town,  on  the  Plymootii 
road,  when  a  rapid  and  Gontinnoos  firing  was  heard  to  onr  left  and  rear. 
The  oolnmn  was  oonnter-marehed  at  the  gallop,  and  the  oai^iJiy,  in  ool- 
onin  of  eights,  ordered  to  charge  and  clear  the  different  streets,  whidi 
were  now  apparently  fhll  of  small  parties  of  the  enemy's  cavalry.  The 
night  was  mtensdy  dark,  and  between  the  darkness,  fog,  and  dnst  it 
was  impossible  in  many  cases  to  distinguish  Mend  from  foe  at  half  a 
dosen  paces.  The  order  to  dear  the  streets  was  in  each  case  most 
sallantly  obeyed.  Company  L,  Oaptain  (kurard.  charged  First  street, 
driying  back  a  considerable  body  of  cayaliy  to  Bridge  street,  where  Imb 
came  npon  a  large  body  of  in&ntry,  and  was  compelled  to  retire;  in 
doing  this  he  deitfed  tJie  cross-streets  to  his  lefL  Oompany  D,  Oaptain 
Mnrphy,  performed  the  same  operation  on  Second  street.  Oompany  O, 
Oaptain  Hall,  charged  the  length  of  Third  street,  driving  back  several 
small  parties  of  cai^iy,  and,  npon  reaching  the  fence  around  the  ucad- 
emy,  found  a  large  foroe  of  the  enemy's  in£Emtry  in  position  unfiivorable 
to  attack.  Oompany  H,  Oaptain  Willson,  which  was  not  to  accompany 
the  expedition,  and  consequently  not  out  at  the  commencement  of  the 
HAt.  turned  out  and  was  in  saddle  and  ready  for  action  in  an  inoredi- 
b^  snort  space  of  time.  The  captain,  hearing  firing  and  load  dieers  in 
direction  of  the  academy,  promptly  proceeded  with  his  oompany  to 
ascertain  the  cause  thereof,  and  foind  a  larse  foroe  of  the  enem  v  in 
possession  of  four  brass  guns,  which  had  been  left  in  i^rk  near  tiie  hos- 
pital, and  over  which  acddeutal  capture  the  rebels  were  giving  vent  to 
their  exuberance  of  spirits  in  loud,  continuous  dieers  and  demoniac  yells 
^^< Death  to  the  damned  Yankees";  ^^No  prisoners":  ^'No  quarters," 
fta  l%e  captain,  nothing  daunted  by  these  friendly  salntations,  made  a 
most  gallant  but  unsuccessful  attempt  to  recover  the  guns;  dimnonnted 
a  number  of  his  men,  under  asevere  fire,  within  dOywds  of  the  enemy, 
and  attempted  to  tear  down  a  fence  to  enable  him  to  diarge  them,  but 
could  not  succeed  in  making  a  suffident  opening  for  that  purpose.  Ocmi- 
pany  I, Oaptain  Jocknick,  in  the  mean  time  had  succeeded  in  drivinga 
number  of  detached  and  very  troublesome  parties  of  enemy's  cavauy 
from  Tliiid  and  Fourth  streets,  and  had  gone  to  the  support  of  one  A 
Ihe  guns  of  Battery  H. 

During  the  first  hour  of  the  fnSUe  the  ccmvalescents  and  side  men 
turned  out  largdv,  considering  the  number  in  hospitals.  These  were 
united  with  small  scattering  parties,  who  had  become  temporarily  de- 
tached from  their  companies^  by  officers  who  were  without  commands, 
snd  did  good  service  in  deanng  the  Gross-streetB.  Lieutenant  Everett^ 
acting  a^intant,  while  conveying  an  order  to  a  distant  part  of  the  com- 
mand encountered  alone  a  party  of  the  enemy's  infrmtry  on  a  side  streets 
dadieil  past  them,  emptying,  as  he  did  so,  the  conteoits  of  his  pistol 
among  them.  He  was,  in  turn,  fired  into,  receiving  a  serious  wound  in 
his  right  leg.  The  guns  of  Battel^  H,  Oaptain  Biggs,  were  promptly 
placed  in  position  npon  several  cross-streets^  and  hela  in  readiness  to 
fire  tbe  moment  that  tiie  enemy  could  be  distinguished  from  among  the 
conftised  mass  in  every  direction.  And  I  would  here  mention  as  an  ex- 
traordinary tactf  and  as  due  entirely  to  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  of 
the  officers  and  men  of  this  battery,  that  in  no  instance  did  occur  the 
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mistake  of  firing  upon  oar  own  people,  and  that  in  order  to  preyent 
mich  fatal  mistake  tiie  enemy  were  allowed  at  times  to  approach  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  muzzles  of  the  gnns;  then,  when  amid  the  dost,  smokOy 
and  fog  the  gray  coats  coold  be  seen,  the  aeath-dealing  contents  of  the 
pieces  were  horled  among  them  with  snch  precision  and  effect  as  told 
them,  plains  than  could  words  have  done,  that  Yankee  guns,  when 
mannedy  asked  no  quarter,  but  give  unasked  a  (w)hole. 

Qur  situation  now  began  to  assume  a  more  tangible  appearance. 
The  river  street  and  most  of  the  cross-streets,  for  a  distance  of  two  or 
three  blocks,  had  been,  by  means  of  rapid  and  successive  cavalry 
charges,  cleared  entirely  of  the  midnight  assassins.  Their  cavaliy  had 
«)ongiegated  upon  the  edge  of  the  town  and  reformed  for  the  attack. 
Their  intantiy  had  concentrated  in  two  columns,  one  of  which,  with  the 
assistance  of  one  6-poander  brass  piece  and  a  3-pounder  rifled  gun,  was 
mdeavoring  to  turn  our  left  flank,  with  the  evident  desire  of' getting 
between  our  forces  and  the  gunboats.  They  were  met  at  this  poin^ 
and  their  object  most  completely  foiled,  by  our  infantey,  consisting  of 
two  companies  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts,  two  companies 
of  the  First  Korth  Carolina,  one  12-pounder  brass  piece  (Lieutenant 
(XNeii),  and  20  cavalry,  under  Lieutenant  (}k>uraud  (which  had  be^ 
detailied  as  a  provost  guard  for  the  expedition),  all  commanded  in  per- 
son by  Colonel  Potter,  First  North  Carolina.  At  this  point  the  fight  was 
most  severe,  and  continued  without  cessation  for  two  hours  and  a  halt 
Two  sets  of  gunners  having  been  shot  away  from  the  gun,  it  became  nec- 
essary to  haul  it  off.  which  was  done  without  further  loss.  Our  infantry 
in  the  mean  time  did  good  service  with  their  rifles.  The  situation  of 
Lieutenant  Gouraud  and  his  haudfU  of  mounted  men  at  this  point  was 
aggravating  in  the  extreme.  Necessarily  within  supporting  distance 
of  the  gun,  he  was  greatly  exposed  to  the  raking  Are  of  the  enemy,  and 
unable,  from  the  inconsiderable  numbOTS  of  his  command  and  the  posi- 
tion and  strength  of  the  enemy,  to  operate  upon  him.  In  this  Uying 
position  the  men  evinced  a  most  commendable  degree  of  fortitude. 
One-fourth  of  their  number  having  fallen  victims  to  the  enemy's  mis- 
aileB,  the  remaining  few  increased  Uieir  enthusiasm  for  the  charge,  and 
made  aeveral  effective  dashes. 

The  enemy's  second  column  of  attack  had  advanced  upon  our  cen- 
ter, and  was  composed  of  artillery  and  infantry,  preceded  by  a  squad- 
ron of  cavalry.  Their  approach  being  observed.  Company  L,  Captain 
Oanaid.  advanced  boldly,  and  in  close  column,  to  the  attack.  His 
shout  oi  '*  Come  on,"  as  he  placed  himself  at  the  nead  of  his  men,  was 
responded  to  by  his  daring  followers  with  a  yell  and  a  rapid  gallop 
that  showed  no  want  of  confidence  in  their  leader  and  themselves,  and 
no  fear  of  the  solid  column  opposed  to  them.  He  met  the  enemy  with 
a  shock  tiiat  told  upon  his  columns,  received  the  fire  firom  their  pistols, 
and  vigorously  responded  with  his  sabers  until  finding  that  he  was 
being  surrounded  by  the  enemy's  inikntry  and  in  danger  of  being  cut 
off  he  commanded  his  men  to  retire,  which  th^  did,  gallantly  cutting 
their  way  through  the  infontry— -who  were  now  in  the  rear  of  them^ 
having  had  a  brilliant  hand-to-hand  conflict  with  vastly-superior  num- 
bers, in  which  the  horses  of  all  the  officers  of  the  company  had  been 
shot  and  9  men  and  14  horses  wounded,  promptly  retiring  behind  the 
gun  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Mercer,  leaving  the  street  clear  for  the 
operation  of  Uie  piece,  which  opened  a  destructive  fire  upon  the  enemy, 
who  had  bfought  a  6-pounder  to  bear  upon  him.  An  interestmg  can- 
DQO  duel  now  ensoedi  but  80<m  terminated  by  the  withdrawal  of  the 
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d-ponnder  and  the  diaappeoraDoe  of  the  enemy  fnm  tiiat  street  Thus 
the  en^ny  had  been  thrioe  foiled.  Fiisty  his  attempt  to  «aipriae  and 
massacre  us  was  fitted  by  the  existence  of  the  expedition,  aiid,  sabse- 
qnently,  when  in  poeiticHi,  his  attack  npon  onr  left  and  center  was  obsti- 
nately met,  and,  though  not  witiiont  difflcolty  and  haid  fightingi  sno- 
oesirftilly  repulsed. 

Upon  the  first  intimation  of  the  retreat  of  the  enemy  our  cavalry, 
which  had  necessarily  been  mnoh  scattered,  was  concentrated  and  sent 
in  parsnit,  and  moving  rapidly  oat  upon  the  Greenville  road,  soon  en- 
countered a  flag  of  truce  with  a  rebel  surgeon,  who  desired  the  privi- 
lege of  attending  to  his  wounded.  This  fl^  was  a  well-calculated  sub- 
terfuge, under  which  the  enemy  gained  considerable  in  their  retreat, 
as  the  officer  commanding  the  pursuing  party  felt  it  his  duty  to  sns- 
X^end  operations  until  he  could  communicate  with  the  commanding  offi- 
cer, who  was  at  the  rear.  After  disposing  of  this  fiag  of  trace  our  cav- 
alry pushed  out  9  miles  on  the  Greenville  road,  encountering  only  a 
surgeon's  fiag  over  a  party  of  18  of  the  enemy's  wounded,  and  upon 
returning  discovered  two  ambulances  in  the  road,  which  he  captured. 
l%e  dismounted  men  of  the  detachment  of  cavaliy  were  under  standing 
orders,  in  the  event  of  an  attack,  to  report  to  Lieutenant  Ghesebrough, 
who  was  temporarUy  disabled  for  mounted  duty.  These  men  arrived, 
with  the  Colt's  revolving  rifies,  and  were  stationed  in  ambush,  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  entrance  (Xf  the  enemy's  cavalry  upon  the 
upper  end  of  Main  street,  and  were  most  snccessfhl. 

In  conclusion,  sir,  too  much  cannot  be  said  in  praise  of  the  coolness 
of  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command,  who  fought  fhU  three  times 
or  more  their  number  four  hours,  under  the  most  trying  circumstances. 
Battery  H.  Third  New  York  Artillery,  did  most  creditably,  and  the 
result  of  tnis  first  meeting  with  the  enemy  promises  them  a  brilliant 
thture.  I  would  especially  commend  to  the  notice  of  the  commanding 
general,  in  consequence  of  most  gallant  conduct,  Cm>L  James  B.  Nicol^ 
Company  I,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  CorpL  William  Smith,  Bat- 
teiy  H,  Thkd  New  York  Artillery  (the  latter  shice  lost  his  leg,  by  am- 
putation, in  consequence  of  wounds),  and  would  respectftdly  suggest 
that  meoals  of  honor,  recently  ordered  by  Congress,  be  presented  to 
these  two  men. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  MIX, 
Omimumt^Oo^midy  Tktrd  Sim  York  Omiakf. 

Mti.  SouniABD  Hoffmah, 


■a  4. 

PBTEBSBtJBa,  Ya.,  Sipiemier  7, 1802. 

Gdueral  Martin  telegraphs  me  our  troops  had  a  sharp  fight  of  three 
hours  at  Washington,  N.  C^  this  morning  (6th),  but  could  not  hold  the 
town.    Our  loss  heavy.    We  brought  out  three  brass  field  guns. 

S.  G.  f  fiENCH. 

General  B.  Coopsb. 
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Aoportff  of  Maf.  Omi,  Johm  A.  DiXj  U.  B.  Army^  eommuMdimg  ike  Depart' 
w^mU  oj  Virginiaj  amd  reiuUimg  earrupondmee  amd  irden. 

YoBKTOWR,  ViLy  Septmtiher  9, 1862. 

Oolonel  Oampbell.  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Oavalry,  was  attacked 
tfaia  morning  at  Wiulamsbnrg  and  disgnicefnlly  beaten,  partly  by  bad 
management  and  partly  by  the  cowardly  oondnet  of  some  of  his  men. 
I  am  glad  to  say  that  others  behaved  with  proper  spirit.  The  colonel 
and  some  6  or  7  other  officers  are  prisoners.  I  have  not  yet  been  able 
to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  loss. 

JOHN  A.  DEC, 
Mi^ar-Oemeraiy  Oimmamdilmg. 
MMtat-Qeoaal  Haij.»ot. 

FoBT  MoimoBy  Ya., 
Skptember  10, 1862—6.30  p.  m. 

The  loss  yesterday  in  the  attack  on  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry 
was  tlie  colonely  2  m%iorB,  and  6  other  officers  and  29  men  captored : 
1  officer  and  65  men  missing;  7  killed  and  13  wonnded.  We  took  2 
prisoners,  from  whom  I  leani  that  the  attacking  partly  consisted  of  a 
mixed  force  of  C^rgians,  Sooth  Carolinians,  and  Virginians^  certainly 
not  exceeding  300  men.  One  of  the  majors  ran  away,  and  if  a  coort 
cannot  be  foond  who  have  courage  enough  to  shoot  him  he  should  be 
dismissed  the  service.  I  will  report  on  ms  case  especially.  What  re- 
mains of  the  regiment,  about  430  men  in  all,  are  at  Williamsburg,  the 
rebels  having  retired. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqiar-OmmuL 
M^  Qen.  H.  W.  Hjjlumik. 

Omeral  imOkl^. 


Wab  Dbpabtment, 
WatklmgUmj  Skptember  10, 1802. 

Older  immediately  a  court-martial  on  the  cowards  of  Williamsburg. 
If  no  one  has  courage  to  have  them  shot  report  them  here,  so  that  we 
can  ask  the  Ptesident  to  cashier  them.* 

H.  W.  HALLBOE, 

ammraiimOkl^. 
M^riorCtanenil  Dix,  JWt  JfoaitM,  Fa. 


Wab  DBPABTiOBrr, 
Wot JMn^lon,  Sq^tember  U^  1882. 

Order  a  court  if  you  have  officers  suitable.  If  not,  get  the  flMts  in 
relation  to  the  bad  conduct  of  the  officers  and  I  will  aw  the  President 
to  cashier  them. 

Whatis  the  object  of  holding  Williamsburg  t  Why  not  withdraw  the 
gaixison  to  Yorktown  t 


Dht  tp  HMlMi,  fleplibtr  l%f^**  Onrmywiawwi^  eto.,' 
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Oolonel  Williams'  cavalry  waa  sent  to  General  Burnaide  when  he  had 
none  for  reconnoitering  the  enemy.  I  have  none  here  to  send  yon  at 
present. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK 

fFMMrwv'MI*  C/ a€^^ 

Ifidor-General  Dn,  Fori  JfonrMy  Fa. 


GEinSBAL  OBDBBS,  \     HSADQUABTBBB  SBVBlTrH  ABMY  OOBPB, 

No.  19.  )  Fort  Manroej  Va.j  September  25, 1802. 

L  Before  a  general  ooort-martialy  of  which  Mij.  Qen.  John  J.  Peck  is 
president,  convened  at  Yorktown^  Ya.,  pursuant  to  Paragraph  III, 
Special  Orders,  No.  97,  corrent  series,  from  these  headquarters,  of  8^* 
tember  11, 1862,  was  arraigned  and  tried — 

Maj.  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  Fifth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  upon 
the  following  charges  and  spedflcations: 

Ghaboe  I. — Misbehavior  before  the  eiiem§. 

Specification. — In  this :  That  he,  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  a  rn^jor  in  the 
Fifth  Kegiment  of  Pennsylvania  Volunteer  Cavalry,  in  the  service  of  the 
United  States,  while  on  duty  with  his  regiment  at  or  near  Williams- 
burg, Ya.,  did  misbehave  himself  before  the  enemy,  and  did  shamefhlly 
abandon  his  post  and  command  and  run  away.  This  at  or  near  said 
Williamsburg,  and  between  said  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown,  Va.,  on 
or  about  the  9th  day  of  September,  1862. 

Chabqe  II. — SpecMng  words  iiMUoina  others  to  misbeha/ve  themsehes 
before  the  enemy  and  to  run  away  and  to  shameJkUly  abandonthepostwhiioh 
he  or  they  were  commanded  to  defend. 

SpeciJUation. — In  this:  That  he,  said  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  miyor  as  afore- 
said, being  stationed  with  his  regiment  at  or  near  said  Williamsburg, 
which  post  he  and  ^ey  were  commanded  to  defend,  did  speak  words 
inducing  members  of  his  regiment,  or  some  of  them,  to  misbdiave  them- 
selves Wore  the  enemy,  to  shamefully  abandon  said  post,  and  to  run 
away.    This  at  or  near  Williamsburg,  on  or  about  September  9, 1802. 

CnABas  IIL — Cowardice. 

SpecificaHon.'-^Jji  this:  That  said  Jacob  P.  Wilson,  n^jior  as  afore- 
said, while  stationed  with  his  regiment  at  or  near  said  Williamsburg, 
and  before  the  enemy,  did,  in  a  cowardly  manner,  misbehave^  abandon 
his  post  and  command,  and  run  away.  This  at  or  near  WilUamaburg, 
Ya.,  on  or  about  the  9th  day  of  September,  1808. 

FIADUIO  OF  THB  OOBUT. 

L  Upon  careftd  consideratioa  the  court  finds  the  accused,  Maf  •  Jacob 
P.  Wilson,  Fifth  Penn^lvania  Volunteer  Cavaliy,  <<Not  gimty,''  of 
each  and  all  of  the  charges  and  specifications,  and  thereupon  acquits 
him. 

II.  The  proceedings  and  finding  of  the  court  ace  approved.  Major 
Wilson  will  resume  his  sword  and  return  to  duty. 

The  encounter  at  Williamsburg,  on  which  the  charges  against  M%jor 
Wilson  are  founded,  was,  under  ail  its  aspects,  most  disgraceful  to  the 
regiment  to  which  he  belonged.  The  force  of  the  enemv  was  certainly 
not  superior  to  ours.    The  enmmaiMJing  oAoer  had  fkul  notice  of  the 
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intended  atteok  and  ehoee  hie  own  gioond.  The  inen  were  mirauui- 
agpd;  wrong  words  of  oonunaiid  were  given,  and,  althoagh  some  of  the 
offloera  and  men  behaved  with  becoming  gallantry,  the  regiment  broke, 
most  of  them  ran  away,  some  of  them  as  fEhr  as  Yorktown,  13  miles 
frmn  their  oamp.  The  colonel,  6  other  officers,  and  nearly  60  enlisted 
men  were  taken  prisoners;  the  camp  was  partially  destroyed;  they 
were  not  rallied  nntil  the  enemy  had  retired ;  and  the  whole  affair  ex- 
hibited a  want  of  organization  and  discipline  utterly  discreditable  to 
the  principal  officers,  who  are  responsible  for  the  condition  of  the  reg- 
iment. It  can  never  regain  its  standing  ontil  this  stain  on  its  character 
is  effaced  by  worthier  conduct  in  the  flEMoe  of  the  enemy. 

While  the  commanding  general  approves  the  finding  of  the  court  in 
acquitting  M%|or  Wilson  of  the  chaige  of  cowardice,  the  testimony 
shows  that  he  might  with  propriety  be  brouffht  before  another  court, 
on  less  serious  charses  of  misconduct,  and,  if  it  is  not  thought  advisa- 
ble to  do  so,  it  is  only  ibr  the  reason  that  so  many  otiiers  are  as  deeply 
Involved  as  himself  in  the  general  deUnquemnr. 

nL  The  general  ooort-nuurtial,  at  which  maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Fedk  Is 
president,  is  dissolved. 

By  cnmmand  of  Mi^)or4taiMnd  INx: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUREV, 


4  ^   I  r<( 


IT-MK  ISSi.— <Opsrattons  at  and  ahool  SUUh,  ■.  OL 


Ho.  L— Oupt.  Bdqs  0.  BsiMlBn^  FInt  Norih  CsroUaa  Intetiy  (Unftoo),  of  ailkir  st 

SbUdhy  H.  0.,  fleptsmher  17, 1868. 
Ho.  a^— Ctpt  WUllsB  B.  ATwy,  oommsndlng  U.  8.  giiahoal  LsBser,  of  aiBiiir  ne« 

Sbikh,  H.  O.,  fltptambflr  20, 1868: 

B^ort  ^  (kft  Bii09  0.  Batiden,  Ffnt  North  Owolhui  Iitfamtr^  (Unionl 

<lf  itfoir  01  AUMk,  Jr.  (7.y  fl^pl0Mtor  17, 1862. 

HXADQUABTKBS, 

fflUIok,  N.  a,  Beptember  18, 1862. 

Sib:  Last  night  we  were  attacked,  as  we  had  aU  the  force  over  to 
Pasquotank  holding  a  meeting,  and  stopped  overnight,  except  the 
gnn's  crew,  which  we  sent  back,  aU  except  16  men— them  we  had  with 
ns.  We  got  word  this  morning,  and  with  about  30  men  have  landed  6 
miles  below  Bhiloh.  There  are  3  men  killed,  3  wonnded,  and  5  or  6 
taken  prisunevs,  and  thev  have  taken  aU  the  arms  and  ammonition  we 
had  and  stores  and  provisions.  Th^  were  completely  surprised,  llie 
men  that  got  away  think  their  force  was  about  60  strong.  Please  send 
ns  a  gnnboat  and  men  immediately ;  send  two  howitzers  and  ammuni- 
tion for  the  same.  We  can  intercept  them  at  the  upper  end  of  the 
eountiy.    It  is  necessary  to  have  a  chance  to  get  a  re-enforcement  at 
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Pasqaotank.  Th^y  got  oar  guns  and  all  our  private  |iroperiy.  We 
hare  the  names  of  acme  of  the  rebels.  Joeeph  Forbes  was  one  of  the 
leaden. 

B.  O.  SAHIDBBa, 
Gsplatei  JInl  North  OatroUma  LtfmUrf. 
OdL  W.  A.  Bow  AMD. 


Va& 


Bmart  o/Oapt  WUUam  B.  Avmi.  commmiUmg  17.  B.  gwkboat  Lammr,  0/ 

affair  near  Skihky  N.  0.,  aepfambar  20, 1M2. 

nmnD  B/tATBB  OUIIBOAT  Lavokb, 

8tptember21^  1863. 

Bm:  I  readied  Shiloh  at  4  p.  m.  Friday,  10th,  at  dark.  I  landed  00 
men,  taking  with  me  Lientenanta  Fowler  and  Moore»  and  leaving  the 
vessel  in  emurge  of  Acting  Master  Allen.  Being  joined  Iqrthetwo  lien- 
tenants  fandj  Sandera  with  20  men,  we  started  at  9.90  p.  m.  for  the  place 
where  the  reoels  were  last  heard  of;  reached  that  place  to  leam  l^ey 
were  last  heard  of  4  miles  off,  in  a  swiunp  near  the  ^^lake,"  as  they 
term  asort  of  pond.  The  men  were  two-thirds  of  them  in  carts,  and  so, 
k^  chanpng,  the  12  mUes  already  passed  did  not  fiitigae  tiiem  mnch. 

We  lelt  for  ^^the  lakes''  at  4.30  a.  m.,soonr  hopes  of  surprising  them 
before  light  were  dispelled.  In  the  swamp  we  found  the  men  had  sone 
one  way  that  momlngy  half  an  hoar  previous,  and  the  thinm  had  been 
sent  anoUier  the  night  previous,  toward  the  house  of  one  Willis  Will- 
iams. We  had  been  told  that  it  was  there  they  had  been  encamped;  so 
I  decided  to  push  on  after  the  things,  expecting  to  And  a  portion  of 
their  force  with  them.  After  3  milear  more  marui  we  reached  it  to  find 
no  one  there,  and  to  leam  that  the  things  had  been  sent  there  tiie  night 
before  and  fliey  would  not  receive  them,  and  th^y  were  taken  bi^ 
The  first  house  fh>m  the  school-house  we  learned  that  the  carts  had 
some  men  without  arms,  and  one  man  lying  down  apparently  hurt 
We  knew  they  must  be  the  prisoners,  and  I  immediately  took  lieut. 
Bnos€.  Sanders  and  20  of  the  best  men  and  gave  chase  after  tiheuL 
They  had  two  and  ahalf  hours  the  start,  and  we  had  been  traveling  all 
night.  By  following  their  tracks  we  kmw  the  road  they  took,  and  by 
inquiring  learned  that  we  were  gaining  on  them.  We  went  across  the 
battle-fldd  and  over  the  bridges  across  the  river  and  canaL 

About  1^  miles  beyond  the  river  we  came  on  them  just  as  they  were 
lialting  for  dinner.  The  road  was  straight  for  half  a  mile  to  them,  and 
through  a  swamp,  so  we  could  not  avoid  befa^  discovered  by  tiie  guard, 
which  numbered  some  15  men,  I  am  told,  we  made  a  dadi  for  tibem, 
and  without  flrinff  a  shot  they  took  their  guns  and  fled  to  the  swamp 
across  a  com  fiel^  leaving  the  muskets  and  prisoners  in  our  hands.  I 
immediately  returned  and  reached  the  main  body  of  the  men  at  2  p.  m., 
having  gone  18  miles  in  four  hours. 

We  then  started  for  Shiloh,  distant  12  miles,  and  reached  it  0.30  p.  m., 
and  at  8  p.  m.  all  were  on  bMrd^  having  been  gone  twenty-four  hours. 

Besides  the  7  prisoners  fh>m  Shiloh  th^  had  2  of  my  men  who  had 
straggled  behind  and  met  the  rebels,  who  had  come  into  the  road.  I 
went  down  some  twenty  minutes  after.  Had  I  been  half  hour  later  I 
should  have  met  them.  Had  I  beenonehoor  earlier  I  should  have  sur- 
prised them  beiueth^  started.    Hadlbeenaofortiinatolahooldiiave 
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asfed  aoQie  40  or  00  milefl  IzsTol  Jbr  myielf  flod  20  of  the  m 
tw^m^  BBiidon* 

As  to  the  howitier  I  haveheaidof  itin  twoor  three  plaoes  by  roport 
The  most  probable  one  ie  that  it  is  ap  in  Omxitodk  Ooonty,  somewhere 
in  a  swamp.  UntU  I  had  started  after  them  I  did  not  know  they  did 
not  have  it  with  them  to  takeit  toBiohmond.  If  lieatenant  Sandersfid- 
lows  my  adyiee  and  ^^takes  time  by  the  forelook''  he  can  find  that  goa 
and  the  tents.  He  cbims  to  have  50  or  60  fighting  men,  and  with  two- 
thiids  of  that  nnmber  he  ean  sooor  the  whole  eonntiy. 
I  am.  shr,  ¥eiy  renieotftilly. 

WM.  B.  AYBBT, 

OoL  WiLLUM  A.  HOWABD, 

(hwuiMmMiii§  Jfsrtwg  ArMtnf  and  t^Mi^  Jfosaoti  JUnmL 


n.«  -t 


oa  the  BIsskwatsri  nssr  Iimddia,  Tai 


L— M^l  Oia>  J(almADi«,U.e.Aiay,eoauMBiaii^^liiePq»eitaMatofVliSi^ 
i    MiJ  Qia>  J6imJ.P>ek,U.a.AnBy,iwinimMiiHng  st  Bnifalk,  tadadHiig  sftJi 


J.  K,  MewlMin,  fifij  MiiiSlfatyiOewMaalnArtiy. 

Bd  1. 

Byrfi.  ff  JGiif •  €mk  Jctm  A.  JMm^  U.  A  Anay,  spmsiaiidfaj  ik$  Dtp&H- 

VOBV  MonoB,  Ya.,  OeMer  a»  1882— 0.30  p.  m. 

Last  ai|^  GcDetal  FMk,  Iqr  my  older  and  diieethm.  sent  a  foroe  of 
nesily  SMNiO  eavaliyy  artillery^  and  intantef  from  SniTtuk  to  Franklin, 
€0  the  Blaokwater,  intending  to  attack  the  enemy  at  that  point  this 
morning  earbr,  and  if  pooriUe  cripple  the  floating  Inidge  he  has  thrown 
across  the  imr.  Between  2  and  3  this  morning  two  sooondiels  from 
Bew  Totl^  belonging  to  Dodgers  Moonted  Bifles,  one  of  them  an  orderly 
at  Qeneral  Peek's  headqnartaSi  deserted  to  the  enemy  and  wero  seen 
tiding  npidly  throogh  oar  linea.  Oomien  wero  sent  oat  to  recall  the 
troops  and  a  strong  fioce  was  diqmtched  to  snpport  them.  I  have  not 
yet  heard  of  tiieir  retain.  We  haTO  leoonnoitered  the  enemy  doaely 
several  times  wiUi  no  loss,  encept  one  horee  killed  and  one  man  shot 
throogh  the  hand.  Soflblk  has  been  pot  in  good  condition,  and  we  have 
no  concern  of  attack.  Two  of  the  Ibor  new  regiments  yon  promised  have 
arrived.  They  aro  very  raw,  bot  when  I  get  the  other  two  I  shall  feel 
entixely  at  ease  at  all  points. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

FDrnprrliof  Aelg.  Basr-Admlzil  8.  P.  Lee.  Commaodtt  H.  K.  Davenport,  lieat. 
Mer  C.  W.  FlQHer,  Aeting  Vol.  Lieut  E.  B.  CoUionn.  and  Aetg.  Master  C.  A. 
U.  &  Vavy,  see  Amisal  B^orter  tlie  Seerataiy  of  tlie  Vsvy,  Deoember  1,  Idas. 
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FosT  MORBOB,  Ya^  OMokr  8^  IMS— IS^Ap^  flk 

I  plaimed  an  expedition^  as  I  advised  yoa,  to  destroy  the  floatbig  bridge 
the  enemy  had  thrown  over  the  Blackwater  at  Franklin.  We  were  to 
have  had  the  co-operation  of  the  gonboats  from  Albemarle  Soond  bv  or- 
der of  Admiral  Lee,  bat  I  think  Uiey  most  have  met  with  obstractions, 
as  they  did  not  oome.  Our  troops,  less  than  2.000  in  nnmber,  nnder 
Oolonel  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Oavalry,  held  the  enemy,  greatly 
saperior  in  force,  at  bay  at  the  river  for  several  hoars  waiting  for  the 
gonboats.  They  behaved  with  great  coolness,  and,  as  we  think,  killed 
and  wonnded  from  70  to  100  of  the  enemy.  Oorlosswasl  killeciandO 
wounded  and  missing. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

General  HiLLKOg,  CtawraMa-Olftif. 


FOBT  MoBBOB,  YJUf  OMb&T  7|  IMB. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Peck  telegraphs  me  as  ftdlows: 


Onr  affair  «t  Franklin  WIS  of  more  importaiieetliaa  we  judged,    ftom  an  oiamtoa 
tion  of  aeyeral  penona  who  were  on  the  other  eide  of  the  Blaokwater  I  leam  thai  tlie 

enomj'e  loia  wae  over  200.  

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

1C%).  Gen.  H.  W.  HiLLBfrB,  CtawraMa-CMtf. 


ircwSL 

RefOfU  of  Maj.  6m.  Jolm  J.  Aok  V.  8.  Atmy,  eommamibif  mt  8^fotk^ 

imeludmg  off 9^  meoir  ZwiL 

Suffolk,  Odober  4, 1882. 

The  gonboats  were  about  10  or  15  miles  below  Franklin  Tcsterday . 
They  fired  a  good  man^  shots,  bat  did  not  appear  daring  the  day.  Had 
they  not  met  obstractions  they  wonld  have  come  ap.  They  heard  the 
enemy's  gans  doubtless,  as  I  did.  They  have  three  heavy  guns,  one  a 
d2-poundery  commanding  the  swinging  bridge.  Oolonel  Spear  reports 
not  less  than  8,000  ap  and  down  the  river.  Yesterday  they  were  massed 
near  Zani.  Knowing  the  boats  were  on  the  way  they  will  ex|)eot  oar 
concert  and  may  mask  Franklin.  There  is  great  ancertainty  in  opera- 
tions with  ganboats.  Had  they  waited  antil  Uie  0th  oar  risk  would 
have  been  much  less.  Now  the  move  is  adventared  to  Weldon  and 
Petersburg  it  looks  risky.  The  bridge  can  be  rebuilt  in  a  few  hours, 
and  the  fords  are  low.  I  will  carry  oat  your  instractions  if  you  will 
send  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Jfilfor-OMieraL 

M%jor-General  Diz. 

BtnroLK,  OMber  4, 1883. 

Have  been  out  on  the  advance  nearly  all  day.    Troops  all  in.    Spear 
had  a  nice  fight.    Loss,  1  killed  and  some  6  wounded  and  missing. 
After  fiiUinquixy  as  to  the  aflUr  I  Judge  70  to  100  of  the  enemy 
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injured.  Within  a  day  or  two  the  enemy  has  been  disposed  to  hold  oar 
pickets  awayfirom  the  river.  Yesterday  be  occupied  Windsor  with 
abont  300  cavaliy  and  some  inflmtry.  At  dawn  I  poshed  Dodge's  cav- 
aliy  in  there,  and  to-day  we  have  recovered  nearly  all  the  territory. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqfar-OeneruL 
General  Del 

Bttffolx,  Oetoher  4, 1862. 

My  troops  are  in.  bat  they  have  had  service,  being  oat  two  nights 
and  a  day,  and  need  rest. 

Golonid  Spear  left  the  vicinity  of  Franklin  after  midnight  No  firing 
has  been  heard  today,  and  I  condade  boats  did  not  reach  that  place. 
M>  List  telegram  may  give  some  information  not  at  hand  when  yoar 
last  was  received,  and  i  wait  yoor  reply. 

JOHN  J.  PEOE, 

Majar-OeneroL 
General  Diz. 

^SABQUABTSBS, 

Bkifolkf  Va.^  October  9, 1862. 

Golonxl:  On  the  2d  instant  I  was  advised  that  the  rebel  pickets 
had  been  advanced  nearly  to  Oarrsville  at  points  some  4  or  5  miles  finom 
the  filackwater.  This  information,  in  connection  with  the  iKMSibiUt^ 
ctf  the  appearance  of  oar  ganboats,  in  consequence  of  certain  proposi- 
tions made  by  Major-General  Dix,  but  not  perfected,  induced  me  to  dis- 
patdi  CoL  8.  P.  Spear,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  with  a 
section  of  FoUetf  s  battery  and  about  1,700  men,  in  the  night  to  Oarrs- 
ville, with  instructions  to  make  a  thorough  reconnaissance  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Franklin  and  the  Blackwater.  He  moved  at  9  p.  m.  and  reached 
Oarrsville  before  daylight.  Early  on  the  3d  he  commenced  his  advance 
and  soon  met  the  enemy's  pickets.  Some  skirmishing  ensued^  the  rebels 
fidling  back  upon  their  support  with  a  view  of  checking  his  advance. 
This  was  of  no  avail,  and  pickets  and  supports  were  all  driven  confusedly 
down  to  the  bank  and  over  the  river. 

Oolonel  Spear  advanced  cautiously,  and  was  soon  opened  upon  by  a 
12-pounder  and  other  heavy  guns  in  battery  across  the  stream.  After 
looking  to  the  immediate  safety  of  his  command  the  colonel  made  a 
eaiefu  examination  of  the  position,  placed  Whitney's  section  and  two 
small  howitzers  in  action  at  favorable  points  with  proper  supports,  and 
sent  out  parties  for  observation  on  his  flanks. 

A  furious  cannonade  continued  for  an  hour,  when  the  enemy  ceased 
his  fire  and  fell  back  to  a  new  position  where  he  could  act  in  concert 
with  newly-arrived  and  fresh  troops. 

At  this  jnnctore  Graham's  celebrated  Petersburg  battery  and  a  rocket 
battery  arrived,  and  the  action  was  renewed  on  his  part  with  great 
vigor.  Shot,  shell,  grape,  and  rockets  were  fired  in  great  profusipn, 
but  with  little  or  no  damage  to  our  well- posted  troops.  The  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Begiment,  under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs,  was  moved  down 
to  the  bank  on  the  right,  where  it  opened  so  sharp  and  close  a  fire  upon 
the  rebels  that  they  termiuatod  the  action  by  falling  back  out  of  range. 

On  learning  that  Colonel  Spear  bad  proceeded  with  less  than  1,300 
men,  instead  of  1,700,  and  that  his  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted, 
that  the  river  could  not  be  crossed,  and  the  object  of  the  expedition 
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having  been  ftilly  attained,  I  directed  him  to  letom,  which  hedid  witii- 
oat  any  distnrbance  fiom  the  enemy. 

Particalar  mention  is  made  of  tiie  gallantry  and  good  conduct  of 
Lientenant-Golonels  Stetzei,  Dobbs,  Maxwell,  and  Gray,  and  of  Lieu- 
tenant Whitney.  Colonel  Spear  has  added  to  his  former  high  i^uta^ 
tion  by  his  coolness  and  good  management  on  this  occasion. 

The  force  consisted  of  detachments  finom  the  Eleyenth  Pennsylvania 
Oayalry,  Ninety-sixtib  New  York  Yolnnteers,  One  hnndred  and  third 
Pennsylvania  Yolnnteers,  and  Thirteenth  Indiana  Yolnnteer  In&ntry, 
and  a  section  of  Follett^s  artillery,  and  the  commander  speaks  in  the 
highest  terms  of  all  his  officers  and  men. 

The  loss  was  2  killed,  5  wounded,  and  1  missing,  which  was  extremely 
small,  in  view  of  the  great  sux>eriority  of  the  enemy  in  numbers.  The 
rebel  loss  has  be^i  reported  fiK>m  75  to  200. 

On  the  3d  instant  several  hundred  of  the  enemy  crossed  tiie  river  in 
the  vicinity  of  Zuni  and  occupied  Windsor,  having  among  other  de- 
signs that  of  tearing  up  the  Petersburg  Baiiroad.  At  dawn  of  the  4th 
Colonel  Dodge,  a  meritorious  officer,  was  advanced  with  a  portion  of 
the  New  York  First  Mounted  Bifles,  who  promptly  occupied  the  place, 
and  during  the  day  forced  the  enemy  across  the  Blackwater. 

Characterized  b^r  that  earnestness  which  is  an  essential  element  of 
success,  these  afflBurs  are  very  gratifying,  and  fortify  the  confidence 
already  reposed  in  the  troops. 

I  remain,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Mqiar-Otmrdlj  Oommamdimg. 

CoL  D.  T.  Van  Bxtbbn. 

Auiitant  A^j^i^nt-Qmeralf  SmfmUh  Ooiyt. 


No.  a 

Ittpart  of  Chi  J.  K.  MarskMj  F^-teeomd  North  Cmrolk^  Ii^cmiry. 

Hbaoquabtrbs, 
FrmkkUmy  Fa.,  October  4, 1802. 

Oenbbal  :  After  having  rested  the  night  before  at  New  South  Quay 
the  enemy  steamed  up  the  river  in  their  gunboats  yesterday  rooming 
and  commenced  pouring  shot  and  shell  upon  us  at  daybeak.  They 
brought  with  them  three  boats,  two  of  which  were  small,  canying  two 
guns  each ;  the  other  large,  carrying  four,  one  a  64-pounder.  Soon  after 
the  shelling  commenced  I  dispatched  Lieut.  [John  M.]  Alexander  (com- 
manding Company  A,  Fifty-second  Begiment  North  Carolina  Troops) 
with  oilers  to  commence  firing  upon  them  at  Crumpler's  Bluft'  so  soon 
as  the  last  boat  should  have  passed.  In  obedience  to  orders  he  com- 
menced a  well-directed  and  effective  fire  upon  them,  and  succeeded  in 
silencing  their  guns  for  a  short  while,  but  they  quickened  their  time 
and  succeeded  in  reaching  a  point  of  tne  river  edged  on  both  sides  by 
an  apparently  impassable  marsh.  Here  they  recommenced  their  work 
of  throwing  shot  and  shell  in  every  direction,  and  in  the  mean  time  mov- 
ing up  by  degrees  in  the  direction  of  Franklin.  Pending  this  condition 
of  things  I  sent  Capts.  [John  C]  McCain  [and  Eric]  Erson,  and  Lieut. 
James  M.]  Eincaid,  of  the  Fifty-second  Begiment,  together  with  Capt 
James  T.]  Mitchell,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Begiment,  pickets,  holding  their 
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raqMottye  oommauds,  to  the  ndidiboriDg  blnflli  wtth  instraotions  to  meet 
the  boats  on  their  retuni.  OoL  [D.  D.]  Ferebee  with  a  large  portion  of 
hk  oommand  took  position  along  the  road,  first,  where  the  old  wharf 
ibrmerly  stood,  and  vaigt,  [William]  Sharp's  company,  of  the  same  oom- 
mand, was  sent  to  meet  and  fire  npon  the  boats  from  any  point  they 
ooold  Boitable  for  auoh  work,  but  tbqr  penetrated  the  marsh,  which  was 
▼eiy  deep,  and  droye  in  between  60  and  80  sharpshooters  which  had 
been  thrown  oat  from  the  gnnboats.  Now  a  general  fire  commenced 
on  both  aides,  in  which  Colonel  Ferebee  and  his  oommand  took  [part] 
to  a  veiy  considerable  extent^  bnt  the  boats  found  the  work  too  hot  Ibr 
them  and  were  forced  to  recede,  and  continued  to  move  back,  though  con- 
tinnally  throwing  out  an  occasional  shell  As  they  passed  the  blufh 
eveiy  man  who  sho^rad  himself  on  deck  or  at  the  port-holes  was  cut 
down.  As  they  passed  down  the  river  Oaptain  Nodleet  with  bis  men 
pursued  them,  killing  all  who  could  be  seen.  Here  I  will  state  that  the 
pflot  was  hid  from  view  and  sand-bags  were  placed  along  the  decks  of 
the  boats.  As  I  stated  before,  the  shelling  commeuoed  at  daybreak  and 
the  boats  remained  in  the  river  until  10.30  a.  m. 

Our  loss  is  2  wounded,  vub.  Private  Stroup,  of  the  Fifty-second  Regi- 
ment, and  Private  Parker,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Begiment. 

About  1  p.  m.  a  large  force  appeared  across  the  river,  consisting  of 
four  full  regiments  of  infimtry,  one  regiment  (rf  cavalry,  and  six  pieces  of 
artillery,  with  one  or  two  sections  of  rocket  guns.  One  of  Oaptain 
Graham's  pieces  (rifle)  was  plao^  at  the  depot  and  the  other  carried 
to  the  bridge.  For  about  two  hours  Oaptain  Oraham  with  bin  rifle 
piece  at  the  depot  and  lieutenant  Britton  at  the  bridge  entertained 
them  handsomely.  At  3.30  or  4  o'clock  they  retired,  leaving  on  the  field 
a  few  overcoats  and  one  horse. 

The  enemy  must  have  lost  a  large  number  on  their  boats  and  lost 
Bome  on  the  field,  bnt  how  many  I  cannot  say. 

One  yawl-boat  was  left  in  the  river  near  one  of  the  blufb.  The  force 
broui^t  in  the  afternoon  was  intended  to  co-operate  with  the  gunboats, 
but  came  too  late. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  K.  MARSHALL, 
OoUmelj  OawMmmdImg  at  jnrwMim. 

General  S.  O.  Fbxnoh, 

Oammandimg  DppartmmU  of  North  OaroUao. 


'«^;r-i 
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lUport  of  M^j.  60a.  John  A.  Dixj  U.  8.  Army,  oommandimg  ike  Depart^ 

Waal  ofHrffimia. 

FOBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  Ootobor  27,  1802. 

An  expedition  was  sent  from  Suffolk  on  Saturday  night  to  the  Black- 
water.  It  took  a  wrong  road  and  did  not  arrive  till  noon,  instead  of 
daybreak,  on  Sunday.  The  cavalry  swam  the  river,  and  some  howitzers 
were  sent  over  in  canoes.  The  enemy  were  cleared  fix>m  the  bank  of 
the  river  by  our  in&ntry.  Much  valuable  information  was  obtained. 
Ueat.  William  Wheehm,  of  the  Mounted  Rifles,  a  very  meritorious 
<ifllcer,  was  killed;  our  only  casualty.    We  captured  a  sergeant  and  4 
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men  of  a  Georgia  cavaby  legiment.  I  have  direeted  M%)or-Gfenera] 
Peek  to  keep  a  part  of  his  fbroe  in  motion  constantly,  so  as  to  aeoostrai 
them  to  mavohing  instead  of  rnsting  in  camp. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

]f^|}or-GeiMna  HATJiUng,  Ommml  in  OW^f, 


81,  ISOk-flUnriih  at  Ffaakliat  Ta. 
Report  qfM^g.  Gem.  Johm  J.  iMk,  U.  8.  Atmg. 

SiTFVOLK,  Ya.,  Novemher  2, 1882. 

Sm:  On  Friday  night,  October  31,  we  surprised  the  enemy  at  Frank- 
lin about  4  a.  m.,  and  shelled  him  with  75  prq|eotiles  before  he  opened. 
As  ordered,  the  command  at  once  moYcd  away  and  reoonnoitered  as  fiyr 
as  Zuni,  Isle  of  Wight,  ftc. 

After  withdrawing  FoUett^s  battery  the  enemy  opened  and  kept  up  a 
fire  on  the  woods  until  nearly  11  a.  m.,  supposing  we  were  there.  Oolonel 
Sx>ear  was  in  command  of  the  advance,  and  tMnks  the  execution  was 
great.  He  reports  five  regiments  there,  one  at  lyor,  and  a  force  at 
Wakefield,  but  numbers  unknown;  others  scattered  along  the  riyer. 
No  accident  on  our  side.  Ferry  was  in  command.  Wessells  is  ilL 
Longstreet  has  been  at  Petersburg  and  may  be  at  Wakefield,  from 
whidi  he  can  move  to  any  threatened  point. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Ma^'QeimreL 

General  JoBor  A.  Dn,  fort  Mumroe. 


NOVEMBER  1-12, 1882.— Expedition  from  New  Bemib  N.  d,  tneluding 
ikirmishsi  (2d)  at  litUe  Oioek  and  Bawle*t  WSL 


Na  1.— Mi^.  Gen.  John  G.  Fosfesr,  U.  8.  Anny,  onmniMHHits  the  Depsftment  of  Nottb 

Caiolfaia. 
No.  2.— CdL  ThomM  G.  Bterenion,  Twenty-lbnrtli  MMaachoeBtta  Infrntry,  oomiiuHid- 

hig  brigade,  of  sUnniehee  %t  Little  Creek  end  Rawle's  Mill. 
No.  J.»C»pt.  Job  Arnold,  Fifth  Bhode  Uand  In&ntry,  of  ddrmiehes  »t  Little  Cxeek 

and  Bftwle'e  MiU. 

Na  L 

Report  €f  M^f.  Oem.  Johm  O.  FoitoTj  U.  A  ArMy,  eommamdilmg  ike  Do- 

partmemt  of  North  OoroUma. 

Hbadquabtbbs  Depabtmbnt  op  North  Oabolina, 

Ifew  Bermoy  N.  0.,  November  12, 1862. 

Obnebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tiiati  agreeably  to  my  letter  of 
the  30th  ultimo  informing  yon  of  my  intention  to  make  an  expedition 
through  the  eastern  counties  of  this  State  and  stating  the  object  of  the 
moTCy  I  left  this  post  cm  ttie  81st  ultimo,  and  have  Just  arrived  here  on 
my  return. 
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I  am  happy  to  inform  yoa  that  although  the  orii^nalpUn  for  the  ciip- 
toFB  of  the  three  regiments  foraging  in  that  section  wan,  owing  to  the 
oondition  of  the  roads,  frustrated,  the  expedition  will  be  of  great  sendee 
to  onr  caose  in  this  department 

The  First  Brigade,  under  the  command  of  Ool.  T.  J.  0.  Amory,  together 
with  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  wagon  train,  was  marched  from  this  point 
across  the  country  to  Washington.  The  balance  of  my  forces,  including 
the  Second  Brigade,  Colonel  Stevenson,  and  the  Third  Brigade,  Oolond 
Lee,  were  embarked  on  transports  and  landed  at  Washington,  where  they 
were  joined  by  Colonel  Amory's  command  on  Saturday  evening,  the  1st 
instant. 

On  Sunday  (the  2d)  all  the  tbrees.  amounting  to  6,000  men,  includ- 
ing twenty-one  pieces  of  artillery,  left  Washington  under  my  command 
for  Williaimston.  On  the  evening  of  the  same  day  we  encountered  the 
euemy,  posted  in  a  strong  position  at  a  small  creek,  called  Little  Creek. 
1  immediately  ordered  Colonel  Stevenson,  commanding  the  Second 
Brigade,  who  was  tiien  in  the  advance,  to  make  all  haste  in  driving 
them  from  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek,  aud  push  on  at  once.  The 
engagement  lasted  for  one  hour,  when  the  enemy,  being  driven  from 
their  rifle-pits  by  t^e  effective  fire  of  Belger's  Rhode  Island  battery, 
retired  to  Bawle's  Mill,  1  mile  flEurther  on,  where  they  made  another 
stand  in  a  recently-constructed  field  work.  Belger's  battery  and  two 
tetteries  of  the  Third  New  York  ArtiUery  were  immediately  ordered 
into  position^  and,  after  a  spirited  engagement  of  half  an  hour,  suc- 
ceeded in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  works  and  across  a  bridge, 
which  they  burn^.  That  night,  while  the  pioneers  rebuilt  the  bumea 
bridge,  the  forces  bivouacked  on  the  field  and  proceeded  the  next 
morning  to  WiUiamston,  where  we  arrived  about  noon.  We  started 
from  ther^  after  a  short  rest,  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  bivouacking 
about  5  miles  from  that  place. 

On  the  following  day  we  reached  and  occupied  the  fi[>rtification8  at 
Bainbow  Banks,  3  miles  below  Hamilton,  and  then  pushed  on  to  Ham- 
Uton.  Here  we  expected  to  find  some  iron-clad  boats  said  to  be  in 
process  of  construction  at  Hamilton,  but  discovered  nothing  of  the  kind. 

On  the  6th  left  Hamilton  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy  toward  Tarborough, 
and  encami)ed  on  the  same  night  within  10  miles  of  that  place.  It  was 
my  intentioD  to  pursue  the  enemy  to  Tarborough,  but  the  exhausted 
condition  of  my  men,  most  of  whom  had  been  sick  during  the  last  two 
months  and  had  not  yet  recovered  their  strength,  and  the  provisions 
being  entirely  exhausted  so  that  I  had  to  subsist  the  command  by  for- 
aging, as  well  as  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  being  largely  re-enforced 
by  railroad,  changed  my  plans,  and  on  the  following  morning  (the  7th 
instant)  I  countermarched  the  column,  reaching  Hamilton  the  same 
night,  where  we  remained  until  the  next  morning,  when  we  marched 
for  WiUiamston  in  the  midst  of  a  severe  snow-storm.  At  WiUiamston 
we  remained  a  day  in  onier  to  give  the  men  an  opportunity  to  rest. 

At  daylight  the  next  day  (10th  instant)  we  started  for  Plymouth, 
where  we  arrived  that  night. 

The  foUowing  day  the  troops  were  all  re-embarked  for  New  Berne. 

Dnrng  the  engagement  at  Bawle's  MUl  and  at  Hamilton  we  captured 
6  prisoners,  who  were  paroled  at  WiUiamston.  The  loss  on  our  side  con- 
sisted of  6  killed  and  8  wounded. 

The  ex]>edition  was  instrumental  in  saving  the  town  and  forces  at 
Plymouth  fix>Qi  destruction  and  capture,  as  I  found  upon  my  arrival  at 
the  place  that  the  enemy's  forces  while  lying  in  the  vicinity,  besides 
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being  engaiped  in  fan^gingf  had  reoouBtanioted  a  bridge  over  tlie  oieek, 
3  miles  oateide  the  town,  for  the  trannportation  of  their  artillery  to  the 
oppofedte  bank.  I  also  learned  from  information  gathered  on  the  spot 
that  an  immediate  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  the  place,  bnt  npon 
hearing  of  my  advance  fh>m  Washington  and  seeing  the  danger  of  their 
capture  they  beat  a  precipitate  and  hasty  retreat. 

The  navy,  under  command  of  Oommander  H.  EL  Davenport^  senior 
officer,  CO  operated  heartily  with  me  during  the  whole  time  by  sending 
Ave  gunboats  to  Hamilton,  and  there  plae&ig  fbur  boat  howitieis  with 
their  crews  at  my  disposal. 

I  desire  to  mention  particnlarly  the  efficient  conduct  of  Golonel  Ste- 
venson, commanding  the  Second  Brigade,  and  Ocdonel  Potter,  of  the 
First  North  Carolina  Union  Volunteen. 

I  recommend  that  Oolonel  Stevenson,  for  his  efficient  services  on  this 
march  and  in  the  aflElair  of  Little  Greek  and  Bawle's  Mill,  as  well  as  pre- 
vious services  at  the  battles  (rfBoanokD  and  New  Berne,  be  promoted  to 
the  rank  of  brigadier-general,  to  date  from  November  8, 18G2. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  reepectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTER, 
Jf^for-OMtfral,  Otmrnamding, 

M%j.  Qen.  H.  W.  Halubok, 


Ha  9. 


Bofort  of  Ool  Tkawuu  0.  SHevenBai^  Twentif-fimrtk  Ma»$4kAmett8  In- 
hmtry.  eommandimg  hrigade.  of  $MrmMe$  ol  LiUle  Ore0k  omd  Bawy$ 

HDOBS.  SBOOND  BUOADX,  DBPT.  of  NOBTH  OlBOLIKA, 

New  Bemej  November  15,  1882. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  the 
skirmishes  in  which  my  brigade  was  engaged  on  Sunday  night,  No- 
vember 2, 1882 : 

At  about  dusk,  as  the  advance  guard,  composed  of  the  Marine  Artil- 
leiy,  a  company  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut,  and  a  portion  of  cavalry, 
were  crossing  Little  Greek,  on  the  road  from  Washington  to  Williamston, 
they  were  suddenly  fired  npon  by  the  enemy  ftx>m  the  opposite  side  of 
the  creek,  concealed  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road.  The  cav- 
alry and  infantry  retired,  the  Marine  Artillery  opening  fire.  Two  com- 
panies of  the  Forty -fourth  were  then  ordered  to  deploy  on  the  other  side 
of  the  creek.  In  crossing,  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  fire  on  them  which 
was  immediately  returned  with  good  edOfect,  but  their  ammunition  get- 
ting wet  they  were  ordered  to  retire,  which  was  done  in  good  order, 
with  a  loss  of  1  killed  and  8  wounded.  In  the  mean  time  Captain  Bel- 
ger's  battery  had  taken  position  in  a  com  field  on  the  left  of  the  road 
and  opened  fire,  the  enemy  returning  with  musketry  and  artillery,  which 
the  well-directed  fire  of  Captain  Belger's  battery  soon  silenced.  Two 
companies  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  were  then  ordered  to  the 
fiont^  but  the  enemy  again  opened  fire,  killing  1  and  wounding  1.  I 
then  ordered  them  to  fall  back.  Captain  Belger  opened  firo  once  more 
on  the  enemy  anri  in  a  short  time  caused  them  to  retreat. 
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The  colamn  then  moved  ftnrward  slowly,  the  road  being  blocked  up 
by  trees  cnt  by  the  retreating  enemy  to  retard  onr  advance  which  for 
two  hoars  was  very  slow.  A  breastwork  was  foond  on  onr  left  which 
had  the  i^pearance  of  having  been  hastily  deserted.  The  advance, 
composed  of  the  Twenty-fonrth  Massachusetts,  soon  came  npon  a  bridge 
burning  over  the  creek  by  Bawle^s  Mill.  The  Twenty-fourth,  whilst  ex- 
tinguishing the  flames,  were  fired  upon  by  the  enemy,  with  both  mus- 
ketry and  artillery,  in  position  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  creek  parallel 
with  the  main  road,  tiie  Twenty-fourth  losing  1  killed  and  2  wounded. 
Captain  Belger  soon  got  his  battery  in  position,  when  he  opened  fire 
and  completely  routed  Uie  enemy. 

Too  much  praise  CMinot  be  awarded  Oaptain  Belger  and  his  command 
for  the  masterly  manner  in  which  his  guns  wece  maneuvered,  and  for 
the  coolness  and  discipline  displayed  by  alL 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  Q.  BTBVBN80K 
OMcmel,  Oammamding  Beoimd  Bngaie. 

M^.  SOXTTHARD  HOFFMAN, 


ITa  & 


Bmmrt  qf  Oa&L  tIM  AfnoUL  tWk  Skode  likmd  Iftfimtirw^  qf  MtrwMkm 

a$  JUUk  Of^  amd  BawV$  MUl,  N.  0. 

HiM|B&  Fifth  Bbot.  Buoivb  Island  Volitnteebb. 
Ommp  iliittoiy,  New  Berne,  N.  OL,  Savember  13, 1883. 

Sm:  I  beg  leave  to  submit  to  vou  the  following  report  of  the  iNirt 
taken  by  tiie  Fifth  Bhode  Island  m  skirmishes  of  SundiAy,  November  2, 
1862: 

At  the  commencement  of  the  action  we  received  orders  to  sniyport 
Bdger's  Bhode  Island  battery.  We  formed  in  line  to  the  right  and 
rear  of  the  battery,  in  the  com  field  to  the  riffht  of  tiie  road.  When 
the  battel^  moved  to  take  its  position  we  filed  down  the  road  and 
formed  a  Ime  lUxmt  20  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  battery  in  the  field  to 
the  left  of  the  road,  our  right  resting  toward  the  road,  and  there  re- 
mained  till  ordered  to  folk>w  the  battery  across  the  ford.  We  had 
nearly  reached  the  road  when  we  were  ordered  to  remain  to  support  a 
section  of  Belger's  battery,  left  in  its  former  i>osition. 

We  then  formed  in  line  in  rear  of  a  rail  fence  to  the  left  and  rear  of 
the  pieces,  onr  left  resting  on  the  woods.  As  soon  as  the  battery  was 
ordered  forward  we  Joined  the  main  column,  and,  crossing  the  ford,  pro- 
ceeded with  it  up  the  road  to  the  rifle-pits  this  side  of  Bawle's  Mill,  and 
remained  within  supporting  distance  of  the  battery  while  it  was  engaged 
in  shelling  the  enemy.  At  about  1  o^dock  we  entered  the  rifle-pits  and 
there  reimiined  until  daylight.  At  one  time  the  regiment  was  under 
quite  heavy  lire,  and  it  gives  me  mndi  pleasure  to  state  that  both  olB- 
cars  and  men,  without  exception,  behaved  with  the  most  perfect  coolness. 

JOB  ARNOLD, 
Oapiainj  Oammamdmg. 

on  Thomas  O.  Stbyenson, 

O0mdg.  Seeond  Brtg^  JKrtt  Dfo.,  Ikpi.  iff  North  OaroUM. 
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VOTEKBEB  11, 1882.— BononitntUm  on  Vew  Bemi^  V.  0. 


No.  L— <]loL  ThomM  J.  C.  Amozy,  Seyenteenth  HaBBaohiuetts  inikntry,  oomnuyidiiig 

Brigade. 
No.  2.— Capt.  J.  Waldo  Denny,  Twenty-fifth  liaasachnsetts  Infbntry. 
No.  S.—Lieat.  Jainee  M.  Drennan,  Twenty-fifth  Maaeachiuetta  Infiwtry. 
No.  4.— Lieat.  Henry  M.  Richter,  Twenty-fifth  MaBsachoaetta  Infantry. 
No.  6.-<?apt.  John  F.  Moechell,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Na  L 

Etport  of  OoL  Tkama*  J.  (7.  Amarvj  Sef>eiUeeiUh  IfoAfadkiifefti  Ji|fafi^ry, 

e(mmaMaing  Brigade. 

Hbabquabtbbs  FmsT  Bbioade,  Fibst  Division, 

New  Bemej  K.  0.j  November  12, 1862. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the  general 
commanding,  that  on  yesterday  evening  a  report  reached  me  that  a  force 
of  the  enemy,  composed  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  ca\  airy,  estimated  as 
being  a  brigade  of  at  least  fonr  or  five  regiments,  had  made  its  appear- 
ance in  front  of  onr  pickets  on  the  Trent  road,  abont  Jackson's  honse, 
and  was  gradually  advancing  as  onr  pickets  retired  in  this  direction, 
Uieir  supposed  intention  being  an  attack  on  New  Berne  during  the  tem- 
poraiy  absence  of  a  portion  of  our  forces.  I  had  returned  from  Plymouth 
with  a  portion  of  my  brigade  only  a  few  hours  previous,  and  Oolonel 
Kurt2,  Twenty-Uiird  Massachusetts,  supposing  himself  still  in  command 
of  the  post^  failed  to  communicate  immediately  to  me  the  information 
he  bad  reoeived  of  the  enemy's  advance,  but  meanwhile,  as  he  afterward 
reported  to  me,  took  the  precaution  to  warn  the  gunboats  and  troops 
here  to  be  in  readiness.  Major  Garrsuxl,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  with 
the  two  mountain  howitzers,  had  also  been  sent  out  on  the  Neuse  road. 

Toward  9  o^clock  p.  m.  Oolonel  Kurtz,  by  my  order,  reported  to  me, 
%nd  at  the  same  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mix,  commanding  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  gave  me  an  account  of  the  disposition  air^tdy  made  of 
onr  forces,  and  confirmed  the  information  I  had  previously  received  as 
to  the  force  of  the  enemy. 

At  this  time  the  oidy  regiments  which  had  returned  from  Plymouth 
were  ti^e  Seventeenth,  Twenty-fourth,  part  of  the  Twenty -third,  and 
about  150  men  of  the  JPorty-fourth  Massachusetts.  None  of  the  artil- 
lery had  yet  arrived. 

To  make  the  best  possible  disposition  according  to  my  judgment  of 
the  small  force  then  at  my  disjiosal,  I  withdrew  all  the  pickets  on  the 
Trent  road,  picketing  the  line  of  the  edge  of  woods  in  front  of  Fort  Tot- 
ten,  extending  the  Uue  from  the  Trent  to  the  Neuse  Biver,  keeping 
mounted  patrols  on  the  Neuse  road  as  far  as  the  cross-road  to  railroad, 
withdrawing  the  remainder  of  cavalry  with  mounted  howitzers.  I  was 
unaware  at  this  time  that  the  railroad  monitor  was  with  the  two  com- 
panies of  in£Buitry  at  the  bridge,  9  miles  frt)m  town.  As  soon  as  possi- 
ble I  sent  orders  for  this  force  to  fall  back,  but  in  the  mean  time  the 
enemy  had  got  between  them  and  New  Berne,  having  cut  tl  em  ofif  by 
the  cross-road  from  Trent  road  past  the  red  house.  At  about  2  o'clock 
a.  m.  these  companies  were  attacked,  1  man  killed  and  2  wounded  of  the 
Twenty -fourth  Massachusetts,  and  the  enemy  dispersed  by  a  shell  thrown 
from  the  monitor. 
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I  recalled  the  oomjiaDy  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachnsetts^  stationed 
at  Evans'  Mill,  8  miles  from  here.  They  arrived  tbis  morning  at  the 
camp  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and  have  since  then  returned. 
Idisiiatched  a  locomotive  and  train  at  1.30  a.  m.  for  Captain  Lee's  bat- 
teiy  (Rocket  Battalion)  and  all  the  available  force,  consisting  of  four 
oomi>anies  infantry  and  about  30  cavalry  at  Newx)ort  Barracks.  They 
arrived  at  8  o'clock  this  morning.  The  infantry  and  cavalry  returned 
by  the  morning  train ;  the  battery  remains  waiting  further  orders. 

The  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Fifth  Bhode  Island,  and  Belger's  battery 
having  arrived  during  the  night  with  the  gunboat  Hunchback,  I  posted 
these  troops  at  various  points  as  reserves  to  the  line  of  pickets  with  or- 
ders to  the  infantiy  in  case  of  an  attack  to  occupy  the  rifle-pits  extend- 
ing across  the  peninsula. 

At  daylight  this  morning  I  ordered  out  forces  on  the  dififerent  roads 
to  reconnoiter  the  position  of  the  enemy,  still  supposing  him  to  be  in 
force  somewhere  in  our  front.  The  whole  cavalry  force  under  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Mix  was  ordered  to  scout  tue  Neuse  road  as  far  as  Batchel- 
der's  Creek. 

The  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  under  command  of  M^jor  Chambers, 
advanced  along  the  railroad  as  far  as  the  bridge,  and  leaving  one  com- 
pany to  re-euforee  those  in  charge  of  the  monitor,  returned  tlus  evening 
without  having  seen  the  enemy. 

From  all  the  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  I  am  inclined  to 
beheve  that  the  force  of  the  enemy  which  came  down  upon  our  picketa 
was  much  smaller  than  at  first  supposed,  perhaps  not  over  300  men, 
iniantry  and  cavalry.  Whether  or  not  a  larger  force  remained  in  their 
rear  I  have  not  been  able  to  learn  with  certainty. 

Our  regular  pickets  have  since  been  re-established,  those  on  the  Trent 
road,  consisting  of  four  companies  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts,  extend- 
ing out  as  fiftr  as  Jackson's.  The  enemy  burned  the  negro  houses  oppo- 
site Jackson's  house.  I  think  if  one  or  two  light  howitzers  could  be 
posted  with  the  reserves  of  this  force  it  would  be  weU. 

I  would  also  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  general  command- 
ing to  the  fact  that  none  of  the  block-houses  are  yet  armed  with  guns. 

The  earthwork  at  the  head  of  county  bridge,  on  Trent  Biver,  was 
manned  partly  by  a  platoon  of  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts. 

A  permanent  guard  well  drilled  at  the  heavy  guns  would  be  an  ad- 
vantage. 

I  am,  sir.  yery  xespeotfiilly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  0.  AMOBY, 
FirH  DivUionj  New  Beme,  N.  0. 

Mb^.  Southard  Hofpmah, 

AmbL  Adjt  Oen^  Fir$$  DMHan^  New  BemSj  N.  0. 


Na2. 
Report  of  Oapi.  J.  Waldo  Itoimy,  Twentn-jyth  MassaehutetU  Infantry. 

HlUDQUABTSBS  CAMP  HABENESS, 

November  14, 1862. 

Sib  :  On  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  the  11th  instant,  by  your  permis- 
sion I  ordered  a  party  of  50  men,  under  command  of  Lieut.  J.  M.  Dren- 
nan.  of  Gcmipany  F,  of  my  command,  to  proceed  by  an  indicated  route 
to  tiie  red  hooaey  and  thenoe  to  the  Trent  road,  at  a  point  near  the 
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Grapevine  House,  so  called,  near  the  Deep  Golly,  and  from  that  point 
to  return  to  this  oamp.  The  report  of  that  soont  by  Lieutenant  Drennan 
is  inclosed  herein  and  made  a  part  of  this  report ;  also  report  of  lieat 
H.  M.  Bichter,  officer  of  the  day,  who  rendered  efficient  service  with  a 
small  force  of  pickets  in  defendin  g  our  lines  from  the  attack  of  the  enemy. 

Upon  leamiDg  of  the  attack  upoD  our  lines  at  about  4  o'clock  p.  m.  I 
immediately  caused  my  command  at  this  camp — Companies  F,  G,  and 
K,  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Begimentr— to  frJl  in,  and  followed 
your  command  of  cavalry  to  the  scene  of  action,  dispatohing  orders  to 
Company  H,  encamped  1  mile  below  this  camp,  to  follow  with  all  haste. 
Upon  reaching  the  comer  of  the  road  going  to  the  rear  of  French's 
house  I  met  a  private  of  your  command  riding  his  horse  back  from  the 
engagement  upon  a  run.  He  cried  out  to  me  to  halt,  as  the  enemy  were 
coming  down  £ast  and  in  force.  Supposing  the  order  came  from  you  1 
halted  my  command  and  proceeded  on  the  road  alone,  being  monnted, 
until  I  reached  Lieutenant  Tew  with  a  reserve  infrmtry  force,  being 
those  who  in  part  composed  the  scouting  party.  This  officer  stated 
that  his  men  were  exhausted,  and  that  my  companies  could  be  of  serv- 
ice. I  immediately  ordered  my  command  forward  and  approached  the 
Bocky  Bun  under  a  fire  of  shell  fi!om  the  enemy,  and  turned  to  the 
right'frt>m  the  l^rent  road  to  the  rear  of  the  position  held  b^  you  with 
your  command.  I  reported  to  you  at  this  podnt,  and  immediately  alter 
ordered  Captain  Wi^ey,  of  Company  O,  to  take  up  {XMtition  cm  the 
left  of  the  Trent  road  so  as  to  cover  the  bridge  by  his  fire. 

After  remaining  in  our  position  fbr  fifteen  minutes,  upon  information 
that  the  enemy  were  attempting  to  flank  us  on  our  right,  I  withdrew  my 
command  to  the  road  in  rear  of  French's  house,  holding  position  in  the 
narrow  belt  of  timber  upon  that  road  and  the  right  of  ^fient  road,  when 
we  were  Joined  by  your  command,  taking  position  on  the  road  in  our 
rear.  I  sent  a  messenger  to  Captain  Wa^ey  informing  him  of  our 
change  of  position  and  ordering  him  to  join  us  in  case  of  any  strong 
attack  upon  him  fh>m  the  fh>nt  or  any  api>earanoe  of  an  attadic  upon 
our  flanks. 

At  this  point  Lieutenant  Foster^  in  command  of  Company  H,  Twenty- 
fifth  MassachusetteBegiment,  reported  to  me  with  his  command.  Hold- 
ing this  position  for  some  time  we  finally  retired  firom  it.  with  your  ap- 
proval, to  gain  a  stronger  position  near  the  wood  west  of  Mr.  Eubanks' 
house.  This  was  a  strong  position,  where  I  flanked  two  companies 
upon  each  side  of  the  road,  guarding  the  position  so  we  could  not  be 
flanked  on  either  side  without  our  knowledge.  Very  soon,  however, 
M%jor  Gkurrard,  of  your  regiment,  who  had  arrived  and  assumed  com- 
mand, ordered  me  to  retire  with  my  command  to  our  camp,  where  he 
ordered  me  to  place  two  companies  in  the  clearing  at  Mr.  Whitford's 
house,  on  the  other  side  of  Blakely's  Branch,  to  support  a  howitser 
placed  in  the  road  at  that  point  He  also  ordered  me  to  place  two  com- 
panies in  the  yard  of  the  Harrison  house,  both  of  which  orders  were 
executed.  In  about  thirty  minutes  M%jor  Garrard  informed  me  he  had 
orders  from  Colonel  Kurtz,  iu  command  at  New  Berne,  to  retire  to  that 
dty,  and  ordered  me  to  retire  with  my  command,  taking  such  valuables 
as  we  could  carry.  We  withdrew  in  order  and  marched  as  feur  as  the 
belt  of  woods  on  the  Trent  road,  next  to  Fort  Totten,  where  I  was  or- 
dered to  deploy  my  detachment,  which  I  did.  In  a  short  time  I  received 
orders  frx>m  Major  Garrard  to  withdraw  to  the  dty  with  my  command, 
which  I  did,  taking  quarters  for  the  night  at  Camp  Oliver. 

The  next  morning,  upon  orders  from  Colonel  Amory,  commanding 
brigade^  I  returned  to  this  camp^  finding  the  tents  unmolested. 
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Only  two  of  my  oommand  were  slightly  wonndedy  one  in  the&oeand 
another  in  the  left  hand. 

I  desire  to  call  attention  partionlarly  to  the  ooobiess  and  bravery  oi 
Lieutenant  Drennan  and  the  men  onder  his  command^  who  twice  drove 
hack  an  overpowering  force  of  the  enemy  and  held  tiiem  in  check  for 
nearly  or  qnite  an  honr  and  a  hiUf.  I  think  tlie  advance  of  the  enemy 
wonld  have  been  disaBtroos  to  ns  had  it  not  been  for  the  brave  oondnot 
of  lieutenant  Drennan. 

All  the  officers  and  men  of  my  command  behaved  themselves  gallantly 
onder  fire. 

BespectfoUy.  yours, 

J.  W.  DENNY, 
Captain^  25111  MoitaekmHtUj  Oammamdk^  IktachmmU. 

Captain  JMoschsul, 

Tk4rd  New  York  Cavalry^  Oamma/nding  Poti, 


flnioHa— ot.) 


Received  November  15, 1862, 10  a.  m.,  and  approved.    Forwarded  to 
Colonel  Amory.  Seventeenth  llassaohnsetts. 

JBO.  F.  MOSOHELL, 
Goptoffi,  Oammamdmg  Ou^potk 


B^art  of  Lieut.  Jamm  M.  DrennaHj  Twentj^-Jiflih  MasioehMMtU  IftfatUrif. 

Oaxp  Habxrbss,  November  —^  1862. 

Bib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Tuesday  morning  I  caused 
to  be  detailed  by  your  orders  from  the  three  companies  in  this  camp  a 
fSoroe  of  60  men,  3  corporals,  and  8  sergeants,  with  Lieutenant  Tew,  and 
started  on  a  foraging  expedition,  traveling  as  near  as  iM)S8ible  the  route 
hidicated  by  you. 

We  met  with  little  success  until  we  arrived  near  the  red  house, 
where  we  came  onto  cattle  and  swine.  We  soon  shot  down  and  dressed 
what  we  wanted  and  started  for  camp,  taking  the  road  nearest  to  Deep 
OuUy.  Being  in  the  enemy's  lines  we  advanced  with  caution.  Soon, 
or  about  3  o^dock  p.  m.,  my  advance  guard  reported  a  force  of  cavalry, 
which  I  discovered  as  the  enemy's.  I  deployed  part  of  my  command  as 
skirmishers  in  the  woods,  on  both  sides  of  the  road,  with  the  remainder 
under  Lieutenant  Tew  as  a  reserve,  and  advanced  immediately  on  the 
place  we  last  saw  them.  I  gave  orders  not  to  fire  unless  fired  on.  As  we 
came  out  on  the  Trent  road  the  enemy  were  leaving  the  house  at  the 
grapevine,  near  the  gully,  and  made  all  speed  for  the  latter  place.  I  did 
not  deem  it  prudent  to  follow  them,  for  many  reasons,  but  started  for 
eamp,  throwing  out  an  advance  and  rear  guard.  After  stopping  about 
fifteen  or  twenty  minutes  to  rest  about  1  mile  this  side,  we  resumed  our 
march  for  camp,  and  had  barely  time  to  get  inside  our  vedettes  when 
they  attacked  m  force,  driving  in  the  outpost. 

I  immediately  ordered  oor  wagons  to  camp,  and  with  6  men  went  to 
the  front  to  give  them  check.  My  men  labored  under  the  disadvantage 
of  having  the  bright  sun  in  their  eyes  and  on  their  pieces,  but  we  drove 
tiiem  ftom  the  open  field  into  the  woods.  They  rallied.  I  sent  for  the 
feaMindar  of  the  flxat  platoon  and  deployed  them  as  akirmishera,    A 
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irisk  fire  was  kept  np  for  some  time  by  both  partfes  until  the  enemy 
gave  way  and  ran  for  the  woods  again.  We  followed  them,  driving 
them  back  in  the  woods  out  of  sight  (bat  not  oat  of  hearing,  as  much 
abosive  language  passed  back  and  forth).  We  occupied  the  ground 
held  by  them  for  aboat  ten  minutes.  I  judged  Uieir  game  was  to  draw 
as  on.  I  had  previously  heard  the  rumbliug  of  artillery  back  of  them, 
and  I  fell  back  on  the  rise  of  ground  to  my  first  position  in  close  order. 
They  charged  down  the  road  to  the  position  they  had  occupied  and  I 
had  just  left,  and  deployed  again^  I  doing  the  same  behind  the  fence  in 
my  position.  In  this  relative  position  the  firing  was  brisk  on  both  sides. 
The  enemy  opened  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  heavy  line  of 
skirmishers,  throwing  out  a  force  on  both  my  flanks.  I  remained  as  long 
as  I  deemed  it  prudent,  then  fell  back  in  good  order  on  the  Jackson 
house,  and  finally  crossed  the  creek  and  took  up  a  position  Just  tiiis 
side,  removing  the  planks  from  the  bridge,  &c. 

I  remained  in  this  last  position  until  Captain  Moschell's  cavalry  com- 
pany came  up  and  Lieutenant  Bichter,  wi^  the  reserve  pickets;  also 
your  own  command. 

My  force  kept  the  enemy  in  check  about  one  hour  and  a  half  in  the 
fight  and  I  think  three  hours  from  the  time  we  first  saw  Uiem.  The 
men  of  my  command  behaved  splendidly  under  fire  and  deserved  much 
credit. 

You  knowing  so  well  the  lay  of  the  land  I  have  not  appended  a  dia- 
gram. 

Bespectfrdly  submitted. 

J.  M.  DBENNAliT, 
LieuL  Oamdg.  Co.  Fj  Ihcentif'Jifth  BegimeiU  Mau.  VoU. 

Capt.  J.  W.  Dennt, 

TwefKtjf' fifth  MoMoOimetlM  If^flmtrp. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Lieut  Henry  M.  Biehtery  Twenty-fifth  Maseaehneette  Infamtry. 

Gamp  neab  Habbisok'b  Housb, 

November  12, 1862. 

Stb:  Yesterday  afternoon  at  about  3  o^dock  I  heard  firing  in  front 
of  the  outpost  while  I  was  visiting  the  pickets.  I  supposed  the  firing 
came  frt)m  the  foraging  party  which  had  left  camp  in  the  morning  at  8 
o'clock,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Drennan,  so  I  rode  slowly  back, 
waiting  for  an  increase  or  continuation  of  the  firing.  About  a  mile  this 
side  of  Jackson's  house  I  heard  heavy  musketry,  and  was  informed  by 
a  messenger  that  the  outpost  was  attacked  by  infieuitry,  cavahry,  and 
artillery,  while  Lieutenant  Drennan  held  the  Jackson  house  with  his 
fatigue  party.  I  at  once  dispatched  all  my  pickets  double-quick  to  the 
bridge  about  50  paces  this  side  of  Jackson's  house,  where  T  relieved 
Lieutenant  Drennan,  who  took  the  reserve,  deploying  my  men  16  strong 
as  skirmishers  and  holding  bridge  and  creek. 

The  enemy  in  front  of  me  was  infantry,  covered  by  an  elevation  of 
the  ground,  so  that  I  had  no  object  to  fire  on.  The  fiie  of  the  enemy 
bad  no  effect  whate  rer,  as  my  men  laid  low  and  were  covered  by  trees. 
We  only  fired  a  few  shots  at  the  enemy  when  he  ^owed  himself^  with 
what  effibot  I  cannot  say. 
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lieatenant  Bbbs*  of  the  Third  New  York  Oavalryf  inibmied  me  that 
the  rebels  were  trying  to  flank  me  by  the  way  of  Taylor's  house  in  strong 
foroe.  I  kept  the  creek  aboat  ten  minntes  longer,  and  as  I  conld  not 
see  any  re-^oroements  on  our  side  (the  oavalry  having  taken  another 
poflirion  not  known  by  me)  I  went  slowly  in  retreat  across  the  field 
toward  the  roads,  the  enemy  charging  in  line  of  battle  at  my  former 
position,  their  shots  having  no  effect  on  my  men.  At  the  same  time 
the  right  of  the  enemy  charged  the  bridge  with  cavalry,  and  placing  a 
lu>witE6r  on  a  bloff  on  the  right  of  the  r^Ml  they  sent  a  few  sheUs  ovei 
OS  without  doing  any  damage. 

At  French's  gate  I  formed  my  squad  in  line  on  one  side  of  the  road  to 
give  you  a  chance  to  pass  down  with  your  fresh  command,  which  was 
approaching  me.  As  my  men  were  tired  out  by  running  up  to  the  place 
of  action  I  took  position  in  your  rear,  throwing  out  pickets  to  the  right' 
of  the  road  toward  French's  house,  which  road  leads  to  Taylor's,  Lieu- 
tenant Diennan  doing  the  same  on  the  left  of  the  road  leading  to  the 
mill  near  Jackson's  house.  There  I  reported  to  you  when  the  battalion 
&11  back,  and  dismissed  my  pickets  to  their  respective  companies. 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBimT  M.  EIOHTBB, 
First  Lieut  Twenty-fifth  Begt.  Maes.  Vols.j  Officer  of  ike  Daiy. 

Qetg/L  J.  W.  Dsnny,  Commanding  Battalion. 


No.  5. 
Repwrts  of  Copt.  John  F.  MosekeUy  Third  New  York  OawUrf. 

HSADQUABTEBS  OUTPOST  ON  TbENT  BOAD, 

Harrison^s  House,  November  13, 1862. 

On  tiie  lltii  instant  I  authorised  Lieutenant  Drennan  and  Lieutenant 
Tew,  of  Twenty-flfth  Massachusetts^  to  go  out  near  the  red  house  to 
get  some  fimh  meat,  they  having  failed  to  supply  us  any  from  the  sub- 
sistence department  at  New  Berne.  On  the  way  back  they  came  across 
a  foroe  of  rebels,  with  three  cannon,  some  cavaby,  and  infantry.  They 
kept  them  at  bay  from  2.30  p.  m.  until  3.30,  and  fell  back  to  my  cavi^ry 
vedettes;  th^  fired  at  them,  and,  the  infantry  assisting  them,  kept  them 
hack  nam  word  was  sent  to  me  at  this  place.  I  immediately  went  to 
their  assistance  with  the  balance  of  my  force.  I  also  sent  word  down 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  New  Berne,  Colonel  Kurtz ;  he  sent  Mi^or 
Gtairaid  out  with  three  more  companies  of  cavalry  and  the  two  mount- 
ain howitsers  belonging  to  the  regiment,  when  I  was  rdieved  from  com- 
mand by  him.  He  ordered  my  forces  to  (all  back  to  camp  and  after- 
ward to  New  Berne,  leaving  all  the  Government  and  private  property 
belonging  to  the  command.  Fortunately  the  rebels  did  not  come  down 
any  firther  than  the  Jackson  house. 

As  ^BT  as  I  could  ascertain  the  enemy's  force  consisted  of  two  com- 
panies of  artillery,  four  of  cavalry,  and  three  or  four  regiments  of  in- 
fimtry.  It  is  reported  they  are  oat  about  8  miles  fix>m  New  Beine,  on 
the  l^nt  road,  now. 

Bespcctfrilly  reported. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  ^^, 

JNO.  F.  MOSCOELL, 
Oaptainj  Third  New  Tork  Oavalrff,  Oomdg.  Oviposi. 

M^rfor-General  Fostbb. 
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HXADQITABTBBB  OUTPOCrT  AT  HABBI801I*B  HOUHB, 

On  Trmt  Rood,  JT.  0.j  V^^ember  \%  1802. 

Oolohbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  fbllowing  report  for  the  in- 
formation of  the  commanding  general : 

On  Tneaday,  the  11th  instant,  I  gave  Oaptain  Denny  permission  to 
send  Lieutenants  Drennan  and  Tew.  with  00  men,  oat  beyond  the  lines 
toward  the  red  honse  to  get  some  fresh  meat  (the  subsistence  depart- 
ment having  fftiled  to  supply  them  any  for  some  time)  for  his  detach- 
ment. On  their  way  back  tiiey  came  across  a  force  of  uie  enemy  which 
they  drove  back  towiud  the  Deep  Oully  about  3  o^dock  p.  m. 

lieutenant  Drennan  then  came  on  toward  camp,  and  when  he  arrived 
at  our  outpost,  or  vedettes,  th^  were  followed  py  the  enemy's  cavalry 
and  some  artillery,  which  uiey  posted  near,  and  fired  a  couple  of  shot 
with  a  6-pounder.  Lieutenant  Drennan  made  a  stand,  together  with 
our  cavalry,  and  fired  several  rounds,  but  finally  fiilli^  teck  to  the 
Jackson  Greek  Bridge.  One  of  the  cavalry  vedettes  (Henry  Bander) 
was  wounded  in  the  calf  <rf  his  leg  (flesh  wound). 

Information  bdng  sent  me  that  we  were  attached  on  the  outpost  by 
cavalry,  artillery,  and  infimtry,  I  immediately  proceeded  with  my  com- 

J>any,  and,  ordering  Captain  Denny  with  his  infantry  detachment  to 
bllpw,  I  arrived  at  the  creek  bridge  Just  as  Lieutenant  Drennan  had 
crossed,  and  a  shot  from  the  cannon  striking  near  did  not  deem  it  pru- 
dent to  take  my  whole  force  across. 

Lieutenant  Ebbs  and  a  couple  of  my  company  went  across  to  see  what 
position  they  were  in.  I  had  four  men  tear  up  the  planks  of  the  bridge 
to  make  it  impassable  for  the  artillery  to  cross. 

1  formed  mv  men  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  sent  Lieutenant  Ebbs 
with  two  or  three  men  behind  Mr.  French's  house  to  the  road  leading 
to  the  red  hoase,  and  a  couple  to  the  road  leading  toward  Taylor's  to 
prevent  a  flank  movement. 

I  also  ordered  Lieutenant  Drennan  to  firil  ba<A  a  littleLfor  his  men  and 
Nhimself  were  completely  jaded  out.  Wlien  Lieutenant  Bichter  came  up 
with  a  squad  I  ordered  hmi  to  deploy  on  my  right  as  skirmishers.  Then 
I  withdrew  a  little  more  on  account  of  the  enemy  coming  up  in  ftiU  force 
with  infantry  and  forming  in  ftont  of  as,  and  theur  cavwy  on  their  left, 
with  a  piece  of  artillery. 

A  piece  of  artillery  at  the  Jackson  house  was  worked  with  shell,  which 
exploded  over  the  left  flank  of  my  company.  At  this  time  (it  gettins 
quite  dark)  I  ordered  Oaptain  Wageley  and  his  company  (O)  on  the  left 
it  the  road  to  watch  the  bridge  and  to  prevent  their  crosiBing  at  the 
mill,  and  ordered  Oaptain  Denny  with  the  balance  oi  the  in&ntry  to 
fiJl  oack  to  tiie  junction  of  the  road  leading  fh>m  Trent  road  to  the  red 
house  this  side  Mr.  French's  house,  and  afterward  fidl  back  with  my  com- 
pany to  the  house  known  as  Ben.  Ansley's,  this  side  French's,  bat  leav- 
ing nine  mounted  vedettes  at  three  points  (three  in  each  place).  At  this 
place  Sergeant  Middaugh,  in  charge  of  Msgor  Garrard's  advance  guard, 
came  up.  I  ordered  Oaptain  Denny  and  the  infantry  to  foil  back  and  form 
on  the  rieht  and  left  of  the  road  at  the  5-mile  post^  and  ordered  lieu- 
tenant Ebbs  to  form  my  company  in  rear  of  them  benind  a  skirt  of  pine 
timber.  At  this  time  Lieutenant  Ohamberlain  came  up  and  delivered  a 
message  ftt>m  M^jor  Gkurrard  for  me  to  have  the  infiuitry  fall  back  to 
camp,  and  after  the  infontry  fell  back  to  camp  to  have  my  company  fiaJl 
back  and  cover  their  retreat.  1  posted  at  six  difEerent  places  with  three 
mounted  vedettes  in  a  place,  and  after  visiting  them  went  back  and  re- 
ported to  M%jor  Garrard. 
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M^jor  Gkmrard  immediately  ordered  me  to  oaQ  in  all  my  vedettes, 
whidi  I  immediately  did. 

One  of  the  yedettee  loet  his  levolving  rifle  in  fftUing  back;  the  strap 
broke  and  in  the  dark  oonld  not  find  it. 

^e  men  behaved  weU  in  every  instance.  Lieutenant  Ebbs  saw  three 
regimenUd  colors  and  three  cannons  drawn  by  mules,  and  foor  goidons. 

I  have  the  honory  colonel,  to  be,  vevy  respectfoUy,  yonrs,  Ac, 

JH^O.  F.  MOSOHELL, 
(kgfiainj  Third  New  York  OawOr^j  dmrna/nding  OvipoeL 


OoL  John  Mix, 

Oammtrndimg  Third  New  York  Otiwihf. 


■OVSMHBB  19-14,  18IHI.— Opsratfoni  about  Sailblk,  Va.,  Ineluding  ikir- 
fldahai  (IMh)  at  Providenes  Ohurdi  and  (14th)  at  Blaokwater  Bridge 
and  Zmd,  Va. 


Btpori  ofUoi.  Omi.  Jokm  J.  Pedk^  U»  &  Arwuy^  commanding  <U  Suffolk. 

BUTFOLK,  November  li,  1862. 

About  11  o^dook  p.  m.  on  the  12th  Oolouel  Olaibome,  with  dOO  men, 
attaeked  oar  picket  of  New  York  Mounted  Bifles  at  Providence  Ghurch, 
and  was  repulsed,  retiring  to  the  Blackwater.  Last  evening  the  same 
picket  was  fired  upon  again.  Oolonel  Dodge  was  sent  out  to  recon- 
nmter,  and  reached  Windsor  about  midnight  At  dawn  he  moved  for 
Blaokwater  Bridge;  had  a  brisk  skirmish;  drove  their  guard  over; 
crossed  a  few  men;  cwtured  three  tents  complete,  canteens,  camp  ket- 
tles, two  muskets,  and  all  the  camp  equipage  of  tne  guud  of  30  men. 
Strong  breastworiDB  were  discoverod  a  short  distance  back  from  Uie 
fcffd.  He  then  moved  up  to  Joyner's  Ford,  which  was  barricaded ; 
Next  to  Zuni^  where  a  strong  euard  offered  much  resistance.  After 
bringing  up  hu  howitzers  they  fell  back.  They  have  strong  rifle-pits 
there,  m>m  which  they  kept  up  a  sharp  fire  upon  our  dismounted  skir- 
miflAwn.  All  their  cookuig  utensils,  seven  rifles,  cartridge-boxes,  a 
sword,  and  many  other  things,  with  two  of  the  guard,  fdl  into  our 
hands.  The  loss  of  the  enemy  was  much  greater  than  ours,  which  is 
6  wounded. 

These  affiiirs  are  very  handsome,  and  follow  dose  upon  the  two  late 
ones  near  Zuni  and  Franklin. 

I  trust  these  operations  wiD  meet  your  approval 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Muffor-OeneruL 
Majm-Qeaenl  Dec, 

Oammandimg  Departmmii  iff  Vlrgkita 
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HOVEMBSB  16.  IgeS.— ftkiniiih  at  CDinioeftor  Pdnt,  ▼». 


No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  H.  Nftglee,  U.  8.  Aimjf  oommaiidiiig  «k  Torktown. 

No.  2.— CoL  William  W.  H.  Dayls,  One  hundred  and  Iboxth  Penn^ylTania  InlMitiy. 

Kol. 

Eiepart  of  Brig.  Om.  Henry  M.  Naglee^  U.  A  Arm^j  commanding  ai  Tork- 

town. 

Headqttabtebs, 
TorkUntmj  Voj  November  16,  1662. 

OoLONBL :  I  would  lespectttQly  report  that  at  4  o'clock  this  morning 
a  dash  was  made  upon  the  picket  line  at  Oloacester  Point,  and  1  man 
of  the  One  hundred  and  fourth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  was  killed,  3 
were  wounded,  and  3  made  prisoners. 

The  picket  was  an  advanced  one  of  12  persons,  made  by  Colonel 
Davis,  beyond  supporting  distance  from  the  main  picket  line,  within 
the  last  four  days,  and  without  my  knowledge  ^  and  that,  although  ad- 
vised at  11  p.  m.,  five  hours  in  advance,  that  the  enemy  were  lurking 
upon  the  road,  no  proper  order  was  given  to  support  the  advanoe  picket 
or  to  withdraw  it. 

This  attack  was  made  after  Captain  Hall  had  gone  over  the  same 
road  at  midnight,  as  reported  to  you  by  this  maU,  and  nothing  was 
seen  or  known  by  either  of  the  movements  of  the  other. 
Very  respectfully,  &o., 

HENBY  M.  NAGLEB, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Commanding. 

Col.  D.  T.  Van  Bttsbn. 

AMiitant  Adjutant-Oeneralf  Fortreu  Montoe^  Ym. 


13io.2. 


Report  of  Ool  WiUiam  W.  H.  Davie^  One  hundred  and  fourth  P&nnegl 

tania  Infantry. 

Heabquabtebs, 
Olouoeater  Pointy  Va.^  November  16, 1862. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  last  night  about  11  o'clock 
I  received  information  through  a  contraband  that  a  force  of  rebel  cavalry, 
said  to  be  600  strong,  was  on  the  road  to  Gloucester,  2  miles  in  front  of 
my  picket  lines.  I  immediately  sent  two  companies  to  strengthen  the 
pickets,  and  wrote  a  note  to  Major  Hall,  who  with  his  force  was  still 
within  the  lines,  giving  the  information  to  him.  He  had  lett,  however, 
before  m^  messenger  reached  his  camp,  and  did  not  get  the  information 
which  might  have  proved  valuable  to  him. 

Things  remained  quiet  until  about  4  o'clock  this  morning,  when  a  picket 
stationed  on  the  Gloucester  road  discovered  a  party  of  cavalry  approach- 
ing tbem.  When  challenged  they  answered,  first,  ^^  Federals,"  and  then 
"One  hundred  and  seventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,"  and  immediately 
poured  two  volleys  into  the  pickets  drawn  up  in  the  road.  Our  loss  is  1 
killed,  3  wounded,  and  3  missing.    It  is  not  known  whether  any  loss  was 
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sustained  by  the  enemy,  but  a  eoloied  man  who  ^  oa  near  by  thinks  some 
of  them  were  hurt  ^Die  man  who  was  killed  was  first  made  prisoner, 
bat  was  shot  because  he  refosed  to  monnt  behind  a  oavaliyman.  IDs 
body  was  left  lying  in  the  road,  bat  was  recovered  and  brought  into 
camp  this  morning 

A.  negro  came  to  the  liaes  this  morning  and  states  that  the  enemy  was 
aboat  75  strong,  and  was  concealed  near  the  Hook  store  waltmg  for  our 
cavalry  to  pass  out.  A  oori^nd  who  lately  deserted  from  the  One  hun- 
dredth New  York  Begiment  was  with  the  party  of  the  enemy  and  direct- 
ing their  movements.  The  point  where  the  attack  was  made  is  about  a 
th&d  of  a  oiile  oatsido  the  picket  lines,  and  the  men,  12  in  number,  were 
thrown  ont  as  an  advance  post.  I  am  informed  that  when  the  enemy 
left  the  groand  they  announced  that  they  intended  to  return  to  King 
and  Queen  Oounty. 

If  I  learn  anything  additional  I  will  immediately  eommanicate  it  to 
yoa. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  W.  H.  DAVIS, 
CoUmel  One  hundred  andfimrth  Pennejflvanikt  F«2».,  Oo>mdg. 

Oapt  Obobox  BL  Johnbtok, 

AMietani  AdjuUmt'OenetaL 


aOTEMBBB  17, 1888.— Allkir  near  OamvlUs,  Ya. 

Bq^art  of  MaJ.  Oen.  John  J.  Peekj  U.  8.  Army. 

Bttffolk,  November  17, 1882. 

OxNBBAL:  At  noon  M%|or  Wetherill  with  150  men  came  upon  400 
cavalry  half-way  between  Holland's  Comers  and  Oarrsville.    He  re- 
ported Aghting  and  retiring  slowly.    From  not  hearing  fh>m  him  I  in- 
fer that  ho  is  SH  light 
Hy  expedition  1^  at  1  o'dodk  to-day  and  I  hope  for  results. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mfi^'OeneraL 
yLs^oT'Oenersl  Doc 


HOVEKBEB  18, 1862.— Skirmiih  at  Franklin,  Va. 

ReparU  of  Maj.  Oen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 

Suffolk,  November  18, 1802—1  p.  m. 

Oenersd  Wessells  reports  that  the  enemy  has  been  re-enforced  at 
Franklin  id  infantry  and  artillery,  and  that  he  is  strong  there.  The 
fords  have  been  blocked,  the  approaches  dosed,  and  the  crossing  is 
bad.  A  smart  skirmish  at  the  river,  wiUi  only  a  horse  wounded.  It 
looks  like  rain. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Md^pfr'Vteneralm 
General  Drr,  Fort  Monroe. 

3  B  B— VOL  xvm 
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BrFFOLKy  Ya.,  Ifwfemher  18, 1802. 

Oenebal  :  I  advised  yon  this  aftemoou  of  the  reports  firom  Wessells. 
The  boats  broke  last  night  en  route^  and  they  were  not  able  to  make  the 
bndge  support  the  artiUery.  Daring  the  morning  the  enemy  were  in 
order  of  beittle  back  from  where  he  proposed  to  cross.  He  has  shelled 
their  camps.  About  noon  he  moved  down  in  firont  of  Franklin  and 
was  shelling  the  place.  They  are  superior  in  numbers,  and  he  thinks 
have  from  eight  to  twelve  pieces.  Only  one  wounded.  Have  advised 
him  to  move  in  near  the  Deserted  House  and  come  in  to-morrow.  A 
larger  infantry  force  is  needed  for  this  x>osition  to  enable  us  to  cross 
that  river  in  the  presence  of  the  fbroe  there,  and  the  supports  that  may 
be  sent  by  two  railways.  They  could  easily  have  re-enforced  from 
Weldon  during  the  day  or  from  Wakefield  or  Ivor. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M%jor-Oeneral  Dix,  Fwrt  Monroe. 


HOVEHBEB  88, 1888.— Baeonnaiisaiioe  firom  ^nDiaaibuzg,  Va. 

Bq^ort  of  Matf.  Om.  John  A.  BiXj  U.  8.  Army^  wmmohding  Ike  Depart^ 

meiU  of  Virginia. 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va*,  November  83, 1888. 

A  reoonnaiBsance  was  made  fh>m  Williamsburg  yesterday  toward  the 
Ohickahominy.  Killed  2  and  captured  6  of  the  enemy  and  took  11 
horses.    No  loss  on  our  side. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafor-OenerdL 
M^|or-Oeneral  Halleok, 

Oeneral^im-OhUf. 


■OVEMBEB  86,  1888.— Capture  of  the  United  States  iteamer  BDis,  Hew 

Biver,  N.  G. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting,  C.  8,  Army^  eommanding  Drfeneee 

of  Cape  Fear  Biver.^ 

Hbadqttabtbbs, 
Wilmingtonj  N.  0.,  November  28, 1862. 

Oenehal  :  I  have  the  pleasure  of  reporting  that  Captain  Newkirk, 
of  the  cavalry,  and  Captain  Adams,  with  a  section  of  a  field  battery, 
have  destroyed  a  steam  gunboat  of  the  enemy  on  New  Biver.  Her 
crew  escaped.  Her  armament,  ammunition,  small-arms,  and  many  ar- 
ticles of  value  will  be  saved.  Tho  enemy  attempted  to  fire  Lcr,  but 
being  of  iron  but  little  damage  was  done.  Oreat  credit  is  due  to  Cap- 
tains Newkirk  and  Adams  and  their  officers  and  men. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- Oeneraly  Commaniing. 
Maj.  Gen.  GnsTAVUS  W.  Banrn, 

Clommandingj  <£o.,  Biohmondy  Va. 

*  For  reports  of  Commander  H.  K.  Davenport  and  Lieat.  William  B.  Cnahing,  U.8. 
Navy,  see  i  onual  Beport  of  the  Secreiary  of  tLe  Navy,  December  1, 1862. 
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DBOSMBBB  9;  ISSL— Odmiiih  on  tkt  Blaokwftter,  nMr  Fraiikli]i«  Va. 


Hot.  1.— MiJ.  Gkin.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Anny,  oommaading  the  Dep«rtment  of  YixgixiiA. 
ITo.  2.— Mid«  Gkn.  John  J.  FoolCy  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  L 

Beportt  qf  Maj.  Otm.  Jolm  A*  Dix^  U.  S.  Armyy  oammandi/i^  ike  Depart- 

m0Bi  of  Vitffwia* 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ya*,  I>eeemher  2, 1862. 

An  expedition  sent  oat  from  Suffolk  yesterday  by  M^jor-Genei'al 
Peck  captoxed  to-day  the  oeletarated  Petersborg  Booket  Battery,  which 
was  taken  from  oor  army,  and  drove  the  enemy  across  the  Blackwater 
atFranklin.  Wehavethirty  odd  prisoners,  and  are  picking  up  more  in 
the  woods.  Many  of  the  enemy  killed  and  wonnded;  oor  loss  trifling. 
I  win  fkinilsh  details  by  nudL 

JOHN  A.  DES, 

Me^'OemraL 
ll%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 


HDQB&  Dbpt.  07  YntannA,  Sbvbnth  Abmt  OobpSi 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.^  Deoember  4, 1862. 

GBiTBRAii:  I  Sent  yon  a  message  the  day  before  yesterday,  by  tele- 
graph, in  regard  to  an  action  near  the  Blackwater  between  a  party  of 
Uie  enemy  and  a  portion  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  sent 
oat  from  Snifolk  by  M%jor-6eneral  Peck  the  previous  day.    Colonel 
Spear,  of  that  regiment^  who  commanded  the  expedition,  returned  last 
night,  bringing  back  his  entire  force,  consistiuff,  in  addition  to  a  part  of 
his  own  regiment,  of  portions  of  the  Thirty-nmth  Illinois,  Colonel  Os- 
bom;  Sixty- second  Ohio,  Colonel  Pond;  One  hundred  and  thirtieth 
New  Tork,  Colonel  Oibbs;  Sixth  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Follansbee; 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxwell  jtwo 
sections  of  Davis^  Massachusetts  Light  Battery  and  one  section  of  How- 
ard's battery,  Fourth  XT.  B.  Artillery;  in  all,  about  3,100  men.    The  ex- 
pedition was  sent  out  in  pursuance  of  the  oljcct,  heretofore  explained 
to  you,  of  keeping  a  part  of  my  force  in  constant  motion,  and  also  to  as- 
certain the  truth  ^information  reported  to  M^or-Gkncral  Peck  in  rci^iird 
to  tJie  movement  of  the  enemy  in  the  vicinity  of  Fraoklin.    While  Colonel 
Spear's  force  was  breakfasting  his  pickete  were  driven  in,  and  a  charge 
was  made  by  about  500  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  witii  a  section  of  a  rocket 
battery.    It  was  gallantly  met  by  Colonel  Spear,  at  the  head  of  300  of 
his  regiment,  and  the  enemy,  thrown  into  confusion  by  his  impetuous 
attack,  recoiled,  and  was  driven  over  his  floating  bridge  at  Franklin, 
which  is  protected  by  a  battery  of  heavy  guns.    Ten  or  12  of  the  enemy 
were  killed  and  20  were  taken  prisoners.    We  also  captured  14  borues, 
a  quantity  of  harness.  7  saddles,  42  rifles,  70  rockets  of  12  and  15  pounds, 
and  other  minor  articles.    We  sustained  no  loss  either  in  men  or  horses. 
General  Peck  speaks  in  high  terms  of  the  gallantry  of  Colonel  Spear, 
who  has  distingnished  himself  on  more  tiian  one  occasion  by  his  prompt 
aod  spirited  movements;  and  the  colonel  mentions  witli  commcDdatiou 


36  NOBTH  GABOUNA  AND  ».  £.  vmaiNIA.  lOiup.  XXZ. 

Mi^or  Stratton  and  Ueatenants  Battz  and  Roper,  of  his  i€  gimeut.  The 
enemy  retreated  so  snddenly  that  oar  artillery  and  in&otry  were  not 
broaght  into  action.  The  enemy's  floating  bridge  swings  from  one  bank 
of  the  Blackwater^  which  is  very  narrow,  to  the  other,  and  is  withdrawn 
from  our  side  as  soon  as  liis  forces  cross. 

Ool.  J.  R.  Griffin  and  Mi^or  Boggs  commanded  the  insurgents.    Gen- 
eral R.  A.  Pryor  has  just  ta^en  command  at  Franklin. 

With  the  means  of  crossing,  the  enemy's  position  at  Franklin  might 
easily  have  been  attacked,  and  in  all  probability  carried. 
I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DlXj 

MaJ.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbcte, 

OmeraJrin'  Chief, 


No.  2. 
BejforU  ofUni.  Gen.  Jokn  J.  Pedkj  U.  8.  Armjf. 

Suffolk,  December  2, 1802. 

Onr  expedition,  of  which  I  advised  yon  yesterday,  has  been  a  great 
success.  Spies  were  sent  in  and  a  trap  was  sprang,  but  the  rebds  were 
caught.  They  attacked  the  advance  this  morning  beyond  Oarrsville. 
We  repulsed  them,  capturing  the  famous  Petersburg  Rocket  Battery, 
and  drove  the  whole  force  over  the  river.  We  are  now  shelling  Fnmk- 
lin,  having  no  means  of  crossing. 

General  Roger  A.  Pryor  in  command  at  Franklin ;  Col.  Joel  R.  Griffin 
commanding  the  cavalry  and  M^or  Boggs  the  artillery :  thirty  odd 
prisoners  now,  more  beinff  found  in  the  woods ;  many  of  the  enemy 
killed  and  wounded.    Our  loss  trifling. 

Colonel  Spear  led  his  cavalry  most  gallantly  upon  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-OeneriU, 

Mfyor-G^eral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


SXTFFOiJ^  December  2, 1862. 

In  view  of  operations  elsewhere,  and  of  the  ioict  that  Spear  has  no 
uieauB  of  crossing  except  with  much  loss  and  some  risk  of  fiailnre,  I 
have  directed  him  to  hold  on  and  shell  the  place,  coming  in  to-night. 
The  victory  is  now  complete,  but  a  repulse  in  crossing  would  take  off 
the  ede^e.  The  rebels  have  been  teaxiug  up  the  rai&,  so  that  wo  are 
not  Able  today  to  use  more  than  8  or  10  miles.  Parties  are  out  at 
work.    Will  we  get  any  pontoons  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-Oeieral. 

M%|or-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 


Suffolk,  Vjl,  December  3, 1862. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st,  contrabands  reported  that  the  rebels,  were 
throwing  up  works  near  the  railway,  4  miles  this  side  of  Fianklin.    I 
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ordered  GoloDel  Spear  to  procseed  there  duriiig  the  nigbt  with  portions 
of  the  Thirty-iiinthlllinoiBy  Oolonel  Osborn:  Sizly-aecond  Ohio,  Colonel 
Pond;  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York,  Colonel  Gibbs;  Sixth 
MaasachnsettSy  Colonel  FoUansbee :  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl- 
vania, Lieutenant-Colonel  Maxww:  two  sections  of  Davis^  one  of 
Howard's  artillery,  and  a  portion  of  his  cavidry — ^in  all  3,10(^tor  infor- 
mation, and  to  drive  off  any  force  that  he  found  there. 

No  works  were  found,  but  while  break&sting  his  pickets  were  driven 
in  and  a  fhrions  charge  was  made  by  some  500  cavabry,  with  a  section 
of  a  rocket  battery. 

Golonel  Spear  took  300  of  his  cavalry  and  gallantly  led  them  upon 
the  head  of  the  column,  which  recoiled  under  this  impetuous  attack. 
Gonfiision  ensued ;  many  Jumped  off  and  fled  into  the  woods,  while 
others  put  about  for  Ftanklin. 

The  cannoneers  and  horses  being  ^sabled,  the  gallant  Penn^lvanians 
made  quick  work  with  the  battery,  and  chased  the  Georgian  squadrons 
to  their  floating  bridge  under  tiie  guns  of  Franklin.  Besides  driving 
the  enemy  over  the  river  and  capturing  his  section,  10  or  12  were  killed 
and  20  made  prisoners.  Fourteen  horses,  harness,  7  saddles,  42  rifles, 
70  rockets  of  12  and  15  pound,  and  other  minor  articles  fell  into  our 
bands. 

No  portion  of  the  artiUery  or  in&ntry  was  called  upon,  and  I  am 
bappy  to  say  that  no  loss  of  men  or  horses  was  sustained.  Col.  J.  B. 
Griffin  and  Major  Boggs  commanded.  General  B.  A.  Pryor  had  just 
assumed  command  and  was  making  his  reconnaissance  toward  Suffolk. 

This  brilliant  afflAir  entitles  Colonel  Spear  to  great  credit  and  adds 
to  his  already  high  reputation.    He  mentions  favorably  Msgor  Stratton 
and  Lieutenants  Buttz  and  Boper. 
Yecy  lespectftilly , 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mafar-OeMraL 

Haj.  Qen.  John  A.  Dn, 

OommaHding  DepartmetU  of  Virgimiaj  Jbe. 


\y-}\A   l:in: 


8-18, 1802.— Baoonnaiisancei  from  Suffolk  to  the  Blaekwaln 
aad  ikirmiahas  at  and  about  Zuni,  Va. 


Ho.  1.— Mi^.^  Gen.  John  A.  Diz,  U.  8.  Army,  oommanding  the  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  S. — ^lii^.  Oen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Bnffolky  Va. 
Ho.  3.— Capi.  J.  H.  Sikea,  Company  D,  Seventh  Confederate  States  Cavalry. 

No.  1. 

fi^orfs  of  Maj,  Otm,  John  A.  DiXj  U.  8.  Armyj  oommandifng  the  Depart- 

mmUof  Virginia. 

FoBT  MoNBOS,  Va.,  December  8, 1862. 

The  troops  in  this  department  will  be  ready  to  move  at  short  notice. 
Banksi'  expedition,  which  came  here  wanting  large  amounts  of  quarter- 
master, commissary,  and  ordnance  stores,  has  drawn  us  very  low,  but 
fresh  supplies  have  been  ordered.    In  fortheranoe  of  Fbstei's  move- 
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ment  a  cavalry  foroe  from  Snilblk  was  thrown  down  apon  the  Ohowan, 
near  the  month  of  the  Blackwater,  to-day.  At  midnight  to-night  Sonth 
Qnay  oamp  will  be  shelled.  On  Thursday  a  dash  will  be  made  on  lyor, 
near  Znni.  All  this  with  a  view  to  keep  the  enemy  bnsy  and  to  draw 
off  his  attention,  and,  if  possible,  his  troops  ftt>m  Weldon,  &c 

JOHK  A,  DIX, 

M%|or-General  Halijsox, 


FOBT  MoNBOB,  Va^  Decmib&r  12, 1802. 

Some  of  onr  cavalry  got  across  the  Blackwater;  captnred  a  captain,  a 
sergeant,  and  11  privates  and  killed  a  considerable  nmnber  of  the  en- 
emy.   Oor  loss,  1  killed  and  11  wonnded. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M%j.  Qen.  BL  W.  Hallbox, 


Hi>QBS.  Dbpt.  of  VntannA,  Sbvbnth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fort  Matiroej  Fa.,  Deoember  13, 18/62. 

Obnbbal:  The  demonstratious  were  made  as  promised.  On  Mon- 
day we  had  a  considerable  force  near  the  month  of  the  Blackwater,  or 
its  junction  with  Ohowan.  On  Tuesday  we  shelled  Sonth  Qnay.  On 
Thursday  we  were  to  have  been  at  Znni,  but  from  the  badness  of  the 
roads  Gene^  Ferry  did  not  get  there  till  yesterdi^  morning  (Friday). 
There  was  sharp  fighting  during  the  day,  but  we  did  not  succeed  in 
crossing,  except  with  a  small  part  of  our  cavalry. 

We  Ulled  a  considerable  number  of  the  enemy,  captured  a  captain,  a 
sergeant,  and  11  men^d  drew  a  lai^  force  tnere— parL  as  we  sa^p- 
pose,  from  Wddon.    We  had  1  man  killed  and  11  wounded. 

I  heard  from  General  Peck  last  night,  and  he  supposed  the  object  of 
the  demonstration  accomplished.  There  was  an  artide  in  the  Ncnrthem 
papers^  which  went  to  Richmond,  of  course,  stating  that  Cktneral  Emory 
had  sailed  ftt>m  this  post  to  reenforce  you,  and  I  fear  this  flEilse  report 
has  induced  the  enemy  to  strengthen  himself  in  your  front. 

Hoping  to  hear  favorable  news  fh>m  you,  I  am,  respectfrdly  and 
tndy.  general,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor-OeiienU, 

Mai.  C^n-  J*  Ch.  FosTEB, 

Oawimanding  DepartmmU  ofNarih  OaroUma. 


No.  2. 
Beporti  of  Mfi^.  Oen.JohnJ.  Peokj  U.  8.  Army^eommandingiUBuffiMj  VtL 

Suffolk,  Va.,  December  8,  1862. 

Besides  giviug  Foster  Wessells'  old  brigade  I  proposed  making  a  se- 
rial of  demonstrations  toward  Blackwater  for  his  benefit,  if  practicable. 
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According  Colonel  Dotl^e  will  be  on  theObowan  at  noon  this  day,  at 
Blanny's  Ferry,  and  give  the  impreBsiou  that  he  is  looking  for  a  cross- 
ing. Only  14  miles  from  railway  bnt  20  from  Suffolk.  About  midnight 
Sooth  Qnay  camp  will  be  shelled.  Thursday  night  <la.sli  at  Ivor  or 
Franklin. 

Had  Wessells'  old  troops  remained,  proposed  making  clean  thing  of 
Franklin;  but  I  am  weaker  than  before.  These  new  men  do  not  know 
their  facings,  and  their  hearts  are  not  in  warfare,  judging  from  their 
desertions.  Can  you  loan  me  two  old  regiments  for  four  or  five  days, 
toarriye  light  on  Wednesday  f  We  mi^  not  fail  if  we  attempt  on 
Franklin.  I^^ottoway  Bridge  being  done  brings  Weldon  within  two 
hoars'  tim^ 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Idy.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fart  Monroe. 


SUVFOLK,  Deeember  8,  18d2. 

I  allnded  to  the  arrival  of  two  regiments  at  Franklin  this  morning. 
This  is  confirmed ;  also  that  a  third  one  was  sent  down  on  Friday  to 
Wakefield  and  march^  across  to  Franklin.  I  have  a  man  who  left 
PetersboTg  on  Friday.  He  says  all  the  approaches  are  being  fortified ; 
that  infantry  and  artilleiy  were  sent  to  Wakefield:  that  Jackson's  in- 
iiEUitry  was  falling  back  to  Richmond.  He  wa.s  told  Uiat  a  brigade  of 
Stuart's  cavalry  was  coming  to  the  Blackwator;  that  the  troops  of 
General  French  had  been  ordered  this  way.  He  heard  that  5,000  had 
gone  from  here  to  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M^^'OeneraL 

General  Dix. 

Suffolk,  Boeember  9,  1802. 

We  shelled  the  rebel  camps  about  midnight  at  Sonth  Qnay. 
Bbb  been  very  cold;  ice  thick  enongh  to  bear  a  horse. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqfor-OeienU, 
imorGeneral  Diz. 

BiTFFOLK,  Deoembor  9,  1802. 

We  tbiew  seventy  odd  shells  into  the  Sooth  Qnay  camps  with  effect 
Foond  the  Ohowan  strongly  picketed  and  watched.  A  brigade  and  500 
oavalzy  on  the  Lower  Blackwator,  below  Franklin. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M40or'€^meraL 
M^oc^GenenJ  I>iz. 

Sttffolk,  Ya.,  December  12,  1802. 

Fsny's  eonunand  was  all  night  on  the  ronto,  in  conseqnence  of  the 
nnmerons  detentions,  and  had  no  sleep.  The  demonstrations  since  Mon- 
day having  been  very  snccessfhl  in  drawing  the  very  marked  attention 
of  the  enemy,  I  have  directed  the  retnm  to-morrow  of  the  commands. 
One  captain,  1  sergeant,  and  11  privates  were  ci^toied  on  the  other 
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baok  in  the  riflepito.  Some  of  our  borse  got  over.  The  river  wae 
high,  not  fordable,  and  filled  with  obstractionB,  80  that  they  could  not 
bridge  it  under  fire.  Oar  loss,  1  killed  and  11  wounded.  Enemy's  lose 
considerable. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M%|or-Oeneral  Diz. 


StTFFOLK,  Ya.,  December  12, 1862. 

General  Ferry's  demonstration  is  having  the  efifect  of  drawing  troops 
m  that  quartcnr,  so  that  on  the  whole  line  we  shall  greatly  benefit  Gen- 
eral Foster.  He  reports  the  river  all  blocked  with  trees  and  other  ob- 
structions:  long  lines  of  riiie-pits  heavily  lined  with  sharpshooters. 
Brigade  or  cavidry  has  arrived  at  Ivor.  This  last  was  reported  to  me 
by  a  man  I  have,  and  is  oonflrmed.   Has  not  crossed.    Sharp  firing  now. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mfi^'OenerdL 
Mi^or-General  Dix. 


SXTVFOLK,  Ya.,  Deoember  12, 1862. 

Franklin  has  been  heavily  re-enforced.  Pryor  was  at  Oarrsville  on 
Tuesday,  and  remained  with  5,000  infantry,  with  his  advance  near  Hol- 
land's Comers.  Spear  is  at  Oarrsville  watching  the  fiank  of  Ferry. 
This  corroborates  my  information  sent  you  from  deserters  and  contra- 
bands.   Firing  in  direction  of  ZunL 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M^jar-Omerak 
M^lar^Geneial  I>iz« 


Memaramdmm  o/umdentmMngbetween  Captain  Fluster  and  Qeneral  Foe- 

ierj  l>eoember  6, 1862. 

1st.  Oaptain  Flusser  to  furnish  pilots  fbr  the  Ohowan  Biver  to  the 
army  transports. 

2a.  On  the  11th  to  be  in  the  Upper  Ohowan  with  one  or  two  gunboats ; 
more  gunboats  if  he  can  furnish  them.  These  are  to  be  re-enforced  by 
two  or  more  army  gunboats,  to  be  under  Oaptain  Flusser's  command. 

dd.  To  communicate  with  Major-General  Peck,  commanding  at  SufiTolk, 
by  means  of  parties  sent  from  Winfield.  The  letter  to  be  so  written 
that  if  it  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy  he  will  think  that  the  at- 
tack is  to  be  made  on  the  Blackwater  in  earnest  instead  of  being  a 
demonstration.  The  word  <<  co-operate  "  will  express  this  idea  to  Gen- 
eral Peck  in  speaking  of  your  assistance.  This  letter  must  be  sent  at 
once.  The  general  impression  to  be  given  to  those  who  may  communi- 
cate to  the  enemy  is  that  a  serious  attack  is  to  be  made  on  the  Black- 
water. 

4th.  The  coal-schooner  to  be  brought  up  by  Oaptain  Graves  is  to  lie 
sent  back  to  Boanoke  Xsland  as  soon  as  the  immediate  wants  of  tite 
gunboats  are  satisfied. 
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5tb.  The  demoDBtration  on  the  Blaokwater  is  to  ooatinae  for  one  weclc 
from  the  11th,  anless  Oaptain  Flnsser  hears  from  General  Foster  to  the 
oontraryy  and  even  then  the  strong  show  of  force  is  to  contiuae  for  a 
few  days  longer,  and  even  nntil  General  Foster  sends  to  inform  him 
that  the  main  attack  is  completed.  The  force  then  is  to  make  some 
hostile  demonstration  on  the  llth^  to  keep  it  ap  nntil  the  lOth,  and  then 
to  maintain  a  hostile  attitnde  nntil  he  hears  firom  General  Foster. 

6th.  General  Foster  will  write  to  General  Peck  through  the  canal, 
bot  this  is  not  to  prevent  Captain  Flnsser  sending  a  letter  also.  The 
rongh  draught  of  a  snitable  letter  is  inclosed. 

O.  W.  FLUSSEB. 
Limteiumt'  Oommanaer. 
J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
M^jar-OmeraJ^  Oomnumding, 

Memorandum  of  undentaiMng  between  Majwr-Qeneral  Feck  and  Qeneral 

Foster^  December  2, 1862. 

1.  WesseUs'  brigade  to  be  at  the  landing  on  the  Chowan,  near  Gates- 
ville,  some  time  dnring  the  day  or  night  of  the  6th  (weather  permitting), 
the  transports  being  Uiere  to  receive  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Majer-GfeneroL 

2.  It  is  probable  that  a  movement  will  commence  as  follows,  viz : 

3.  G^t  down  at  night  to  month  of  North  Biver,  Albemarle  Sound 

4.  Start  them — ^the  transports — ^to  the  Chowan. 

5.  Arrive  at  mouth  of  river  (Chowan). 

6.  Come  up  river. 

7.  Embark. 

&  Start  for  W. 
H.  Arrive  at  W. 

10.  Piepaxe  for  maieh. 

11.  Start  out  8  miles. 

12.  March  to  K. 
IS.  Attack  K. 

14.  March  toward  G. 

15.  Make  preliminary  attaek. 

16.  Foieible  attaok. 

17.  i 

18l  >  Pretty  sure  of  being  before  6. 

19.) 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Me^'Oeneral^  Commanding. 


SUVPOLK,  Ya.,  December  12, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fobtbb: 

Yours  of  the  Uth  Just  received.*  My  troops  left  yesterday,  and  are 
fighting  now. 

Captain  Flnsser  has  misunderstood  the  tenor  of  my  message.  My 
intention  was  to  release  him  firom  co-operation  on  F.  [Franklin],  as 

*  Not  found. 
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that  was  not  the  point  I  had  decided  to  strike.    Lest  the  courier  shoald 
be  captured  J  cotdd  not  specify  the  place  od  the  Blackwater. 

A  wpj  of  my  communication  of  this  date  is  inclosed,  which  will  more 
fully  inrorm  you. 
In  haste, 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

M^^'OeneraL 

BUFPOLK,  Deeember  12, 1862. 
Mi^.  Gen.  J.  O.  Fosteb, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  OaroUna : 

The  brigade  of  Wessells  was  ahead  of  time  and  reached  yon  in  good 
order  and  will  do  ffoo<l  service. 

My  pontoons  did  not  arriye.  I  found  the  enemy  re-enibrcing^  F.  after 
we  took  the  Rocket  Battery  fW)m  him,  and  I  resolved  to  strike  else- 
where, and  communicated  to  Captain  Flnsser  my  intentions. 

Accordingly,  on  Monday,  I  sent  parties  to  the  Qhowan  to  look  for 
crossings,  &c.;  on  Tuesday  morning  shelled  South  Quay,  &c  These 
operations,  as  intended,  brought  additional  force  to  F.  and  the  lower 
river  line. 

At  noon  yesterday  all  my  available  force  left  for  the  demonstration's 
on  the  river.  The  command  should  have  been  across  Blackwater  at 
daylight,  but  has  been  delayed  by  the  terrible  condition  of  the  roads, 
five  hours  having  been  required  to  move  4  miles. 

At  this  hour  (11  a.  m.)  firing  is  beard  from  the  vicinity  of  Znni,  whei^ 
the  Petersburg  Railroad  crosses  the  Blackwater.  Unless  we  draw  very 
heavily  from  Weldon  and  Petersburg  by  rail  some  results  should  attend 
in  addition  to  aiding  your  operations,  the  success  of  which  1  have  much 
at  heart 

Tour  favors  of  the  5th  and  8th  arrived  at  noon  yesterday. 
In  haste,  very  truly, 

JOmr  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfor'OeneroL 

P.  B«— Three  thousand  were  reported  in  F.  on  the  2d,  and  now  12.000 
at  F.  and  vicinity.  Heavy  additions  have  been  made  all  along  the  river 
np  to  Zuni. 


SUVPOLK,  Yjl,  Deoomber  12, 1862. 
M^|or-6eneral  Fosteb, 

New  Bemej  N.  0, : 

Have  sent  communications  to  you  via  Norfolk  and  Winfield,  giving 
you  some  details  of  my  series  of  demonstrations.  When  we  partcxl  the 
enemy  had  in  Franklin  about  3,000,  and  perhaps  as  many  more  in  the 
vicinity,  and  I  was  inclined  to  strike  there.  Finding  the  river  wide  and 
deep  below  and  no  pontoons  to  be  obtained,  and  re-enforcements  arriv- 
ing there,  I  was  compelled  to  change  my  point  of  attack,  and  accord- 
ingly released  Captain  Flnsser  from  his  co-operation.  Fearing  capture 
of  the  messengers,  J  divl  not  tell  the  captain  where  I  should  make  the 
douionstrations. 

On  Monday  I  sent  cavaliy  and  artillery  to  the  Chowan,  at  Manny's 
Ferry,  with  a  view  to  draw  the  enemy's  attention  in  that  quarter,  which 
was  entirely  suoiessftil.  About  1  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  the  camp  in  the 
vicinity  of  South  Quay  was  shelled. 
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Yesterda^i  I  enmt  a  large  forcfc,  cavalry  and  artillery,  in  the  vicinity  of 
Carrsville  and  Franklin,  and  from  Colonel  Spear,  commanding,  I  learn 
Uiat  some  12,000  men  are  in  that  immediate  locality.  His  force  is  still 
in  that  quarter. 

Besides  the  movement  toward  Franklin  I  sent  vesterday  noon  every 
available  man  to  demonstrate  near  the  crossing  of  the  Petersburg  BaU- 
way  and  the  Blaekwater  Biver.  The  command  is  still  in  that  direction 
and  has  oocnpied  the  attention  of  the  enemy  very  mnoh,  who  have  been 
re-enforcing  by  railway,  Ac,  all  day. 
IMIy.  yours. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mitfar-OeienKL 

No.  3. 

Report  of  OapL  J.  R.  Sikeiy  Company  D,  Sevens  Confederate  Statee 

Cavalry. 

Bib  :  Acoording  to  yoor  order  I  have  the  honor  to  transnut  to  yon  a 
report  of  the  engagement  my  command  had  with  the  enemy  at  Joyner's 
Ford,  Blaekwater  Biver,  Virginia,  on  December  12: 

I  was  ordered  by  CoL  [W.  C]  Glaibome  to  leave  Ivor  on  the  10th 
and  repair  to  Joy  net's  (distant  6  miles)  with  my  company  and  take  com- 
mand at  that  place.  Abont  1  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  re- 
ceived information  that  the  enemy  were  moving  in  the  direction  of  the 
ford  in  considerable  force  and  to  prepare  for  an  early  attack.  My  camp 
was  about  1  mile  west  of  the  ford.  I  ordered  my  men  into  line.  After 
inspection  I  marched  to  Joyner's  house,  200  yards  west  of  the  ford.  I 
there  halted,  dispatched  to  the  guard  (who  were  in  the  rifle-pit)  ttie  in- 
formation I  had  received  and  that  I  had  arrived  at  the  house.  After 
light  sufficient  had  appeared  we  discovered  the  enemy  had  taken  posi- 
tion in  our  front,  and  for  200  yards  above  and  below  the  ford,  b^nd 
trees,  stumps,  and  logs,  of  which  there  are  an  abundance,  it  being  a 
cypress  swamp.  Their  artillery  were  in  position  on  an  eminence  in  a 
iield  some  400  yards  from  the  river.  I  divided  my  company,  taking  15 
men  with  me  in  the  rifle-pit  (which  was  rudely  and  hastily  constructed) 
and  ordered  Lieut.  [P.  A.  S.j  Morris  [Company  D],  with  12  or  15  men, 
to  deploy  down  the  river  below  the  ford  to  watch  the  enemy  and  report 
to  me  if  they  attempted  to  cross.  1  found  9  picket  guard  in  the  rifle- 
pit  (Oapt  [F.  E.]  Burke,  of  the  same  regiment).  Immediately  on  mv 
entering  the  rifle-pit  the  enemy  opened  upon  us  a  heavy  flie  of  small- 
anna.  We  replied  with  equally  as  good  will,  and,  am  proud  to  say,  with 
a  great  deal  better  efi^t.  After  receiving  their  fire  for  some  time  and 
discovering  superior  numbers,  I  dispatched  to  Colonel  Glaibome  my 
condition.  After  an  almost  incessant  Are  for  more  than  an  hour  frtmi 
their  infantry,  and  fruling  to  dislodge  us,  they  ceased  firing  for  a  short 
time  for  the  purpose,  as  the  New  York  Herald's  correspondent  states, 
(Mfa  novel  cavalry  charge.  He  states  Oenend  Peck  onlered  two  com- 
panies of  infiuitiy  to  be  mounted  behind  two  of  cavalry,  charge  across 
the  river,  dismount  the  infantry,  drive  um  ttom  our  position  or  force 
OS  to  surrender.  They  formed  in  a  field  to  our  left  and  came  down 
the  public  road  (which  runs  at  right  angles  with  the  river  until  within 
200  yards  of  the  ford«  when  it  turns  to  tie  left  and  runs  nearly  parallel 
with  the  stream)  in.  columns  of  fours  in  beautifrd  and  almost  perfect 
order.  When  tne^  arrived  opposite  the  rifie-pits  and  were  in  the  act  of 
forming  platoons  (as  they  could  have  crossed  in  columns  of  platoons, 
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the  ford  being  siiiBciently  wide)  we  opened  a  volley  upon  them  which 
had  the  effect  of  emptying  a  number  of  saddles  and  throwing  the  whole 
into  disorder.  WhUe  attempting  to  reform  we  fired  so  rapidly  npon 
them  that  without  orders,  so  flEur  as  we  coald  hear  (and  we  wei'e  suffi- 
ciently near  to  hear  every  order  distinctly,  the  river  not  being  over  30 
yards  wide),  tiiey  right-about  and  made  Uie  quickest  possible  time  to 
get  into  the  thi(£  woods. 

After  the  retreat  of  the  cavalry  the  enemy,  who  were  iK>sted  behind 
trees  and  stumps,  poured  a  perfect  voUey  of  oaths  and  imprecations  upon 
us,  expressive  alike  of  t&eur  cowardice  and  degradation.  They  soon 
renewed  tlie  attack  with  both  infiemtry  and  artilleiy,  and  proving  unsuc- 
cessfhl  from  theur  position^  they  moved  two  howitzers  down  the  road 
within  100  yards  of  the  nfle-pit  and  opened  with  shell  and  canister, 
which  they  kept  playing,  I  suppose,  for  more  than  an  hour,  during  whidi 
time  we  took  chances  and  fired  occasionally.  About  this  time,  fearing 
they  would  make  another  charge  under  the  protection  of  their  artillery. 
I  dispatched  3  men  to  camps  to  secure  our  horses,  as  I  was  determined 
to  hold  the  pass  to  the  last  extremity.  I  dispatched  2  also  up  the 
river  to  watch  their  movements.  They  soon  returned  with  the  infor- 
mation that  the  enemy  were  crossing  above  the  ford.  I  immediately 
moved  up  the  river  with  all  my  force  except  3  men.  whom  I  left  in  the 
rifle-pit  with  orders  to  fire  as  rapidky  as  possible.  My  object  was  to 
prevent  their  crossing  until  re-enforcements  could  arrive,  which  I  was 
momentarily  expecting.  The  stream  divides  Just  above  the  ford  and 
forms  a  small  island.  They  had  only  crossed  one  branch  and  had 
halted  on  the  island  and  discovering  our  movements  returned  in  their 
boats. 

While  I  was  preparing  to  meet  them  above  th^  had  effected  a  cross- 
ing below  the  ford  by  means  of  pontoon  boats  at  a  deep  bend  of  Uie 
river  under  the  cover  of  dense  thicket  As  soon  as  I  discovered  they 
had  landed  we  started  in  double-quick  for  Joyner's  house,  as  that  was 
our  only  chance  to  make  a  stand,  they  having  landed  ten  to  our  one. 
They  discovered  our  design  and  rushed  to  cut  us  ofl^  and  succeeded  in 
doing  so.  Our  only  chance  for  defense  then  was  a  rail  fence  diagonally 
to  our  right  The  labor  and  exposure  we  had  been  subject  to  for  eight 
or  ten  hours  had  very  much  exhausted  us.  We  were  nearly  surrounded 
before  arriving  at  the  fence.  The  enemy  halted  and  fired  (one  company). 
The  result  was  one  of  my  men  was  instantly  killed,  i  received  a  severe 
wound  in  the  muscles  of  the  right  shoulder.  I  also  received  a  wound  in 
the  hand  while  in  the  rifle-pit  which  caused  considerable  loss  of  blood. 
I  fell  on  receiving  the  wound  m  the  shoulder  and  my  men  halted  around 
me,  and  in  a  few  moments  we  were  surrounded  by  three  companies  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Regiment  We  were  immediately  taken  over 
the  river  and  hurried  in  the  direction  of  Suffolk.  Soon  after  we  had 
crossed  the  river  our  artillery  came  up  and  opened  upon  the  enemy, 
whicli  had  the  effect  to  hasten  their  move  toward  Suffolk. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows :  Kflled— Private  Thomas  Barker;  danger- 
ously wounded— G<»pl.  W. B  .Oreen:  taken  prisoners— Privates  Wilnam 
H.  Dean,  G.  W.  Gafford,  Thomas  J.  Hasty,  Ohandler  Smith.  M.  B.  Smith, 
Jackson  0.  Spinks,  George  W.  BaUy,  A.  M.  Brady,  Jeff.  Whitehead,  and 
W.  B.  Whitehead. 

Lieutenant  Morris^  men  were  so  posted  down  the  river  as  only  to  bring 
3  of  his  men  in  the  action. 

My  whole  force  in  the  rifle-pit  did  not  at  any  time  exceed  24,  making 
a  total  of  only  27  actually  engaged  with  the  enemy.  Before  our  cap- 
ture my  forces  were  greatiy  reduced  by  sending  couriers  and  men  to 
secure  h<»8es,  &c 
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I  ibel  it  bat  Jast  to  state  here  that  more  reeolnte  and  determined 
bravery  could  nut  have  been  shown  than  that  which  was  exhibited  by 
onr  little  band  in  defending  the  ford  for  more  than  four  hoars  against  an 
enemy  of  an  overwhelming  force.  Their  forces  cannot  be  accnrately 
stated,  bat  ftom  their  own  pnblished  aocoants  they  had  at  and  near  the 
ford  eight  regiments  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  one  bat- 
tery of  artillery.  They  report  men  killed  and  woanded  oat  of  Ave  dif- 
ferent regiments. 

The  enemy's  loss  has  been  varionsly  estimated  by  citizens  living  on 
their  side  of  the  river.  Some  say  tiiey  lost  over  100  in  killed  and 
woanded.  We  may  safely  say  fh>m  what  we  saw  and  heard  while  we 
were  prisoners  that  their  loss  was  all  of  60  men  killed  and  woanded. 

The  object  of  the  enemy  was  very  apparent  fh)m  the  fact  they  had  a 
large  train  of  wagons,  fifteen  or  twenty  i^ontoon-boats  (a  portion  of  which 
they  bnmed  on  their  retreat),  qaite  a  nnmber  of  ambalances,  and  every- 
thing neoesaary  for  the  advance  of  a  well-appointed  army. 

Before  closing  this  report  1  feel  it  dne  the  officers  in  whose  hands  we 
fell  to  mention  that  we  received  every  kindness  we  coald  expect    We 
lacked  nothing  for  oar  comfort  they  coald  reasonably  snpply. 
Very  respectfhlly ,  year  obedient  servant, 

Oaptalm  OoMfKmy  Dj  8emM  0.  8.  Oawdrg. 
]f%|«  QetL.  8.  O.  FBEiroH,  OammaiMmg  Ikpartment. 


Hbadqttabtbbs, 
Peteriburg^  Fa.,  March  14, 1863. 

BespeotfaUy  forwarded*    This  is  a  record  of  a  veoy  saccesefal  skirmish 
on  the  Blackwater,  in  which  Oaptain  Sikes  and  his  men  greatly  distin- 
themaelveB. 

S.  G.  FBENCH, 
Majwr-Omeralj  Oammamding 


M  ■H:^    i:f:^ 


10^  1888.— Attaek  on  Fljmoath,  V.  0. 


Ko.  1. — Capt.  BArnabM  Ewer,  Jr.,  Thixd  MasBaohosetts  Infantiy. 

Ko.  3.— Fint  Lieat.  Jooatban  T.  Hizell,  Cooii>any  C,  Pint  North  Caiolina  Infiurtcy 

(Union). 
No.  3.— Ki|i.  Gen.  Samoel  O.  French,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  1. 

RepartB  of  Oapt.  Barnabas  Ewer j  jr. ^  Third  MaasaohuaeUa  Infantry. 

Plymouth,  N.  C,  December  10, 1862. 

8iB:  At  4.30  o'clock  this  morning  onr  pickets  were  driven  in  by  a 
force  (as  near  as  we  can  estimate)  of  fonr  companies  of  infantry  and  one 
of  cavalry  and  fonr  pieces  of  artillery.  They  came  in  immediately^  driv- 
ing all  before  them.    Our  forces  (some  200  men),  after  making  all  the 

*  For  reports  of  Lieut.  Cojiuiander  Fluseer  and  Aotins  Volnateer  Lientenant  Behm, 
U.  8.  NaT7,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Mayy,  December  7,  18b3. 
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reniatance  possible,  took  reftige  in  tlie  cnstom-hoase.  The  urtiUerj  was 
planted  so  as  to  fire  npon  us  t£ere,  by  which  means  considerable  damage 
was  done.  The  town  was  fired  in  many  places,  and  this  morning  is  pretty 
much  destroyed,  inclnding  the  bnilding  used  for  headquarters  and  aU 
things  therein. 

At  the  third  discharge  of  the  enemy's  artillery  the  gonboat  Soathfield 
received  a  shot  through  ttie  boiler,  which  disabled  her,  but  her  captain 
kept  np  as  brisk  firing  as  his  crippled  condition  would  allow.  The  gun- 
boat Commodore  Perry  hearing  the  firing  came  to  our  assistance,  but 
was  too  late,  as  the  enemy  had  left. 

At  roll-call  this  morning  some  30  men  were  missing;  several  are 
wounded,  one  dangerously.  I  am  in  hopes  some  of  the  missing  will  come 
in,  but  some  are  no  doubt  prisoners.  A  number  of  the  enemy  are  known 
to  have  been  shot,  as  they  were  seen  to  fiill,  but  were  cairied  away  by 
their  comrailes. 

Further  particulars  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  we  can  obtain  them. 

Bespecrtfhlly,  your  obedient  servant,  

B.  EWBB,  Jb^ 
(kipUUm^  Oowimamdmg  Pott. 

General  Fostbb. 

HXADQTJABTEB8, 

P/yMonO,  K.  0.J  December  U,  1882—7  p.  m. 

Sib:  I  send  this  in  addition  to  my  first  (yesterday's)  report  of  the 
attack  upon  this  place.  The  attack  was  made  by  caviJrj,  inmntiy,  and 
artillery,  their  combined  force  being  greatly  superior  to  our  own.  By 
their  artillery  they  were  enabled  to  cripple  the  only  gunboat  (Southfield) 
then  near  the  town,  and  to  inflict  considerable  injury  ujMn  the  custom- 
house, where  the  greater  part  of  our  forces  had  taken  reftige. 

After  the  Southfield  had  drifted  a  short  distance  down  the  river  she 
was  met  by  the  Gounnodore  Perry,  who  towed  her  up,  and  the  two  boats 
now  Ho  opposite  the  town.  The  rebels  had  already  left  after  having 
been  here  over  an  hour. 

The  town  is  more  tbun  ]ialf  burned.  All  the  principal  buildings  on 
the  street  wliero  the  hotel  was  situated  are  gone.  Everything  in  head- 
quarters wtis  burned,  including  the  record  of  those  who  had  taken  the 
oath  of  allegiance,  and  some  muster  and  pay  rolls  which  were  to  be  for- 
wanled  to  other  garrisons  in  this  part  of  the  State.  Company  Host  15 
missing,  1  of  whom  is  doubtless  killed,  and  2  wounded,  1  dangerously. 

All  this  day  they  have  beeu  stationed  just  outside  the  town,  their 
pickets  being  within  a  mUe  of  the  river.  We  have  not  sufficient  force 
to  warrant  an  attack  upon  them,  being  simply  able  to  perform  guard 
and  picket  duty,  and  even  this  comes  so  often  that  it  is  seriously  affect- 
ing the  health  of  the  men,  and  in  my  judgment  the  necessity  of  sending 
more  men  to  assist  in  that  duty  is  quite  apparent,  and  if  we  are  ex- 
pected to  do  anything  more  than  simply  to  stand  watch  over  the  site  of 
the  town  a  much  larger  force  seems  indispensable.  The  citizens  are 
pretty  generally  fleeing,  and  not  much  besides  negroes  will  soon  be  left. 
The  gunboats  are  ready,  however,  and  by  their  assistance  we  will  try 
to  give  the  rebels  a  reception  worthy  of  the  cause,  should  they  again 
become  the  attacking  party. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  EWER,  Jb., 
Oaptaifij  Oommanding  Past. 

General  Fosteb. 
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Write  to  Captain  Flnaaer,  asking  fbr  a  statement  of  the  way  the  troops 
behaved,  &0.* 

J.  O.  P. 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
Pffmauthj  N.  0.9  Deoember  30, 1862. 

81B:  I  have  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  December  10,  a  little 
before  5  o^dock.  onr  pickets  were  driven  in  by  a  force  consisting  (as 
near  as  we  can  learn  from  apparently  reliable  sonrces)  of  at  least  600 
men,  composed  of  infontry,  cavalry,  and  artillery.  After  making  all 
possible  resistance  onr  forces,  of  not  more  than  150  men  in  line,  mostly 
inftotry,  retreated  to  the  cnstom-honse.  This  movement  was  made  in 
accordance  with  the  plan  of  defense  which  has  always  contemplated  the 
flriBg  by  the  gnnboats  npon  the  town  if  attacked  by  a  large  force.  The 
artQleiy  was  planted  so  as  to  fire  npon  the  gnnboat.  Only  one  boat 
(Boathfield,  Captain  Behm)  was  here  (although  there  are  generally  two 
and  frequently  more),  and  she  arrived  the  day  before.  The  captain  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  avenues  of  approach  to  the  town.  The  third 
shot  from  the  artillery  passed  through  the  boiler  of  the  boat,  letting  the 
steam  out  and  crippling  her.  She  etowly  drifted  down  the  stream,  firing 
as  she  went. 

The  enemy  proceeded  to  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  after  an  hour  thus 
spent,  during  which  onr  men  annoyed  them  as  they  could,  they  hur- 
riedly withdrew. 

Three  of  Company  I  were  wounded  (one  of  whom  has  since  died)  and 
15  are  missing,  one  of  whom  is  supposed  to  be  dead  and  the  others 
prisoners. 

I  herewith  transmit  Lieutenant  Fogerty's  report  of  his  loss.  I  also 
send  estimates  of  the  loss  sustained  by  each  company.! 

Several  of  the  enemy  were  seen  to  fall,  and  loud  calls  were  made  for 
thdr  ambulances.  Several  deserters  have  since  arrived,  who  report 
that  seven  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  Begiment  com- 
posed the  infantry. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  BWBB,  Jb., 
Oaptainj  Oomfnanding  Po9k 

OolODel  BlOHMOND. 

[iBiatotntb] 

Plymottth,  December  30, 1862. 

DxAB  Sib  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  I  send  you  the  correct  list  of 
the  men  wounded  and  taken  prisoners  in  my  company  at  the  attack  on 
Plymouth  the  night  of  the  10th.    We  had  1  man  wounded,  3  taken  pris- 
oners, and  none  killed.    This  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  attack. 
Tone  obedient  servant, 

THOMAS  J.  FOGERTY, 
Fint  lAeuimtm^  Ocrndg.  Firet  Iforth  Carolina  Cavalry. 

Captain  Bwbb. 


*  flee  '' Addend^''  p.  4a  f  Not  fbimd. 
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Uhitkd  States  Stbambb  Ooiocodobb  Pxbbt, 

Pifwumth,  N:  C.J  December  30, 1802. 
Mbj.  Oen.  J.  O.  Fostbb, 

Oomdg.  Dept.  of  North  OmroUna^  New  Bemej  N.  O. : 

Dbab  GENBBAii:  Admiral  Lee  wishes  me  to  jemove  the  gans  from 
Cobb's  Point  and  ftirther  demolish  the  battery,  if  yon  have  no  objection. 

Concerning  the  behavior  of  the  troops  here  the  other  day,  I  hear  that 
Sergeant  Clift  and  some  of  the  Forth  Carolinians  behaved  well.  I  fonnd 
some  of  the  Massachusetts  men  and  some  of  the  North  Carolinians  at 
the  oostom-honse  when  I  arrived. 

Captain  Ewer  was  on  board  the  Sonthfleld,  1^  miles  down  the  river. 
I  aske<l  where  his  men  were,  and  he  said  he  did  not  know,  bat  hoped 
most  of  them  were  in  the  swamp.  The  &ot  is,  so  soon  as  the  Sonth&ld 
fell  back  (whidi  she  ought  maybe  not  to  have  done)  Ewer  got  fright- 
ened, left  his  men,  and  went  on  board.  The  whole  affair  was  disgraoe- 
M,  and  ^e  more  so,  as  it  has  since  been  ascertained  that  the  attacking 
party,  those  who  entered  the  town,  did  not  exceed  200  men.  I  shall 
write  you  again  to-morrow. 

ELind  regsunis  to  yoor  stalL 
Sincerely,  yoorsy 

a  W.  FLUSSBB, 
Jftfiffomwif  CoMMMkMor. 


No.  2. 


Bq^art  of  First  lAmL  Jomathan  T.  MizM.  Oompam^  0,  Firet  NoHh  Oar- 

oUna  Iirfantry  {union), 

Plymouth,  F.  C,  Deeember  10, 1802. 

Sib  :  I  resume  my  seat  for  the  purpose  of  informing  yon  of  the  attack 
the  rebels  made  upon  our  little  village,  and  I  should  Judge  from  all  the 
information  I  can  gather  and  from  wat  I  saw  they  numbered  some  460 
strong— 300  infantry,  3  pieces  of  artillery,  and  70  cavalry.  About  4.30 
o'clock  they  drove  our  pickets  in  with  a  volley  from  their  infantry, 
and  in  fifteen  minutes  our  company  was  in  line,  and  as  the  odds  were 
too  great  for  our  little  force  I  deemed  it  most  prudent  to  fidl  back  in 
the  rear  of  the  custom-house,  and  before  we  could  all  get  in  the  build* 
ing  they  had  planted  their  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  wharf  and  had 
fired  some  three  rounds  at  the  Southfleld,  and  the  third  fire  disabled 
her  boiler.  After  they  found  she  was  disabled  and  dropped  down  the 
river  they  moved  their  field  pieces  on  the  comer  opposite  headquarters, 
but  not  without  loss  of  some  men.  They  commenced  to  shell  the  cus- 
tom-house, and  as  they  passed  down  the  street  in  small  groups  our  men 
would  let  the  lead  fly  at  them  to  tibe  best  advantage,  and  I  do  assure 
you  our  little  North  Carolina  volunteers  behaved  most  nobly.  They 
were  calm  and  collected,  much  more  so  than  I  expected.  Sergeant 
Clift  was  informed  that  tne  rebels  lost  15  killed  and  30  wounded,  some 
mortally  and  some  slightly,  and  the  information  he  got  yesterday  cor- 
roborates the  other  statements  we  received.  I  heturd  they  had  four 
wagon  loads  of  killed  and  wounded.  Our  men  never  receive<l  a  scratch. 
The  North  Carolina  cavalry  lost  3  men  prisoners  and  1  wounded.  Com- 
pany I,  of  Massachusetts,  lost  14  prisoners,  1  wounded,  and  1  missing. 
One  man  on  the  Southfleld  lost  a  leg.  We  sustained  consideitible  loss 
from  fire.    The  best  and  most  of  the  principal  part  of  the  town  are 
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borned  up.  The  fimiUies  of  our  men  were  left  withoat  a  ehange  of 
clothmi^y  and  they  are  in  a  diBtreased  condition.  BesideB,  we  have  lost 
all  of  our  books,  pay  and  master  rolls,  and  a  quantity  of  clothing  be- 
longing to  the  men ;  some  ammunition.  They  captQi>ed  nothing  firom 
the  Government,  bat  pillaged  private  dwellings,  &o.  I  believe  I  have 
given  all  of  the  particulars  that  I  can  think  of  at  present. 

1  mast  speak  of  something  else  in  your  last  communication.  You 
wrote  to  send  the  names  of  the  twelve  men  that  are  to  be  transferred  to 
the  cavalry  company,  and  inclosed  you  will  find  them  on  a  piece  of  paper, 
and  when  you  write  to  me  I  would  be  glad  if  you  will  send  me  the  orig- 
inal muster-roll,  so  we  can  get  the  time  of  enlistment  of  them,  as  flJl  of 
ours  were  destroyed  by  fire  in  Sergeant  Glift's  house*  with  all  of  his 
property.  Also  please  send  me  a  morning-report  book;  monthly  and 
weekly  reports  also.  I  should  be  glad  to  have  a  descriptive  and  com- 
pany dothing  book;  and  by  complying  you  wiU  greatly  oblige. 
Yours,  respectfiilly,  &c., 

J.  T.  MIZELL, 
I%r$t  JUMftt,  Oamdg.  Oompam^  (7,  JKrst  N.  0.  Iitfamtr^. 

GoL  S.  E.  POTTBB. 

P.  S. — ^Dbab  Bm:  We  have  not  yet  received  our  eq^uipments  that 
were  left  at  Boanoke  Island,  and  as  soon  as  I  can  make  it  convenient  I 
shall  dispatch  Sergeant  Olift  fbr  them.    Please  answer  soon. 


No.  a 

Report  o/Mttf.  Oem.  Samud  O.  Frenckf  0.  B.  Armp. 


Pbtebsbubo,  Ya.,  Deeemher  12, 1862. 

Plymoath«  N.  G.,  was  attacked  by  our  forces  under  Lieut.  GoL  [John 
C]  Lamb,  of  the  ^venteenth  North  Garolina  Regiment,  and  captured 
on  the  10th  instant  at  5  a.  m.  The  enemy's  loss  severe ;  25  prisoners 
and  75  negroes  taken.  Town  reduced  to  ashes.  We  had  1  captain  and 
6  men  wounded;  none  killed.  The  gunboat  protecting  the  town  was 
driven  away  disabled. 

S.  G.  FBENGH, 

(General  S.  Goopmu 


M:^   l;^:^: 


11-16,  IMS.— Baoonnalssanoe  from  Torktown  to  Oloncester, 
llatthewi,  King  and  Queens  and  Middlesez  Gonnties  Va. 


B^ipari  of  Brig.  Om.  Henry  M.  Nagleej  U.  8.  Army. 

Hbadqttabtebs  FmsT  Bbigade, 

Torktoumy  Va.^  December  16, 1862. 

OoJjOJXRL:  1  would  respectfully  report  that,  being  in  command  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  General  Keyes  and  believing  a  litUe  active  emplo^f  - 
ment  would  be  of  service  to  the  men,  ou  the  llfh  instant,  at  6.30  a.  m., 
I  ordered  the  Fifty-second  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Dodge;  Eleventh 
Maine,  Goionel  I^laisted ;  the  One  hundredth  New  York.  Colonel  Dandy ; 
the  Piffy-sixth  New  York,  M^jor  Wheeler  j  Battery  H,  First  New  York, 

4  B  B— yoL  xym 
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Lieatenant  M  Jdk,  and  two  sqaadiona  of  the  Fifth  PeniUfylvaniaOavalry, 
M%jor  McCandless,  to  proceed  to  Glonoester  CouirHoaae,  where  I  fbl- 
lowed  and  arrived  at  6  p.  m. 

The  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  thrown  out  at  1  a.  m.  of  the 
12th  to  the  North  End  Mill^  on  the  Piankatank  Biver  road,  preparatory 
to  the  landing  a  few  boors  later  of  Captain  EbtU,  with  90  of  tlie  Sixth 
New  York  Cavalry,  below  Matthews  ConrtHoose,  where  he  had  been 
conveyed  and  landed  in  an  admirable  manner  by  Capt  Foxhall  Parker, 
under  the  protection  of  the  crew  and  gnns  of  the  Mahaska,  assisted  by 
one  company  of  tiie  Independent  Battolion  of  New  York,  Colonel  Com- 
fort 

The  only  opposition  here  made  was  by  some  40  raneers,  who  immedi 
ately  fell  back,  and  continned  to  do  so  as  Ci^tain  Hw  approached,  re- 
peatedly dispersing  into  the  woods  and  swamps  whenever  he  charged 
upon  them  and  as  often  reassembling. 

After  the  cavalry  arrived  and  reported  to  me,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
12th  instant,  the  Fifth  was  ordered  to  Wood's  Cross-Boads  and  found 
the  picket  of  the  King  and  Queen  Cavahry  advanced  to  that  place.  The 
main  road  to  Scuffletown  was,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  thoroughly 
examined  beyond  that  place,  and  after  finding  no  enemv  in  force  in  that 
direction,  with  40  of  the  Sixth  New  York  and  the  cavalry  of  Major  Mc-* 
Candless  I  pushed  the  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of  Buena  Yista, 
the  headquarters  of  the  King  and  Queen  Cavalry.  At  2  miles  firom  that 
place  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  were  held  in  reserve^  and  Captain  Hall, 
with  30  men,  was  sent  to  feel  the  position  of  the  Bang  and  Queen  Cav- 
alry. He  soon  came  in  contact  witii  their  pickets,  but  they  gave  way ; 
he  got  within  300  yards  of  their  main  force,  but  they  woiQd  not  stand. 
After  repeated  attempts  he  got  within  150  yards  and  dismonnted ;  fired 
a  volley,  which  wounding  several,  they  again  retreated.  Hall  mounted 
and  pursued  and  ran  them  through  their  encampment  and  2  miles  be- 
yond it  to  Centrevilla  I  then  directed  the  barracks,  stables,  and  iJl 
of  their  commissary  stores  to  be  burned  and  some  arms  found  on  l^e 
premises  to  be  brought  away.  It  being  now  late  in  the  afternoon,  the 
One  hundredth  New  York,  Colonel  Dandy,  was  ordered  forward  to 
Wood's  Cross-Boads  and  the  cavalry  to  bivouac  for  the  night  at  that 
place. 

On  the  following  day,  at  6  a.  m.^  M^jor  McCandless^  cavalry  and  those 
of  Captain  Hall  were  sent  into  Middlesex  County,  some  6  miles  beyond 
the  Dragon  Ordinary,  to  destroy  a  large  tannery,  which  was  manufact- 
uring a  large  quantity  of  leather  for  the  use  of  the  rebel  army,  the  ma- 
chinery, buildings,  and  2,000  tanned  hides  being  destroyed.  Several 
wagon  loads  of  finished  leather  were  brought  away,  with  the  proprietors 
of  the  establishment,  whom,  I  would  recommend,  should  take  the  oath 
not  to  aid  the  rebel  army  in  future. 

On  the  night  of  the  14th  the  One  hundredth  New  York,  followed  by 
the  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  retired  from  Wood's  Cross-Boads,  by  the 
way  of  Belle  Boy,  while  the  rest  of  the  command  marched  directly  to 
Gloucester  Point,  followed  by  Major  McCandless.  and  by  4  p.-  m.  of  the 
16th  instant,  with  the  exception  of  the  cavalry,  all  had  returned  to  their 
dncampments  at  Yorktowu,  without  the  loss  of  a  man  or  an  aniiuaL 
We  found  irregular  cavalry  (rangers)  formed  in  Matthews,  Gloucester, 
King  and  Queen,  and  Middlesex.  The  most  of  them  were  not  iu  uni- 
form, and  were  engaged  iu  catching  runaway  negroes  and  iu  forward- 
ing supplies  to  liichmond.  As  soon  as  they  were  attacl^ed  they  scat- 
tered, and  it  was  impossible  to  pursue  them.  The  only  means  I  could 
advise  to  laeet  the  difficulty  was  to  take  horses  and  arms  from  the  citi- 
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leDB,  which,  from  the  effect  unmediately  apparent,  I  believe  the  most 
effectoaL 

I  found  several  large  herds  of  hoffs  and  sheep  on  the  road  to  thi^ 
commissariat  at  Bichmond,  and  I  did  not  hesitate  to  tarn  tiieir  direc- 
tion toward  oar  lines.  With  almost  eqaal  want  of  hesitation  I  directed 
my  qoartermaster  to  take  horses,  cattle,  sheep,  and  cows  fh>m  those 
who  had  an  abandance,  and  report  to  me  an  accurate  account  of  every- 
thing taken,  and  from  whom  talien,  that  a  proper  record  be  kept  to 
meet  any  demands  hereafter. 

Among  some  15  or  20  prisoners  taken,  one-half  of  them  were  of  the 
army.  I  found  Captain  Seawell,  a  prominent  citizen  of  the  counties 
named  that  dragged  Virginia  into  secession,  and  who  I  found  engaged 
in  forming  new  companies  of  rangers. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  referring  to  the  conduct  of  Oaptain  Hall,  who 
charged  and  ran  five  times  his  number  of  the  King  and  Qaeen  Oavalry 
through  their  encampment.  His  command  marched  over  90  miles,  and 
performed  their  duties  to  my  entire  satisfaction. 

M%}or  McCandless  deserves  special  potice,  but  I  regret  that  I  cannot 
include  his  command,  some  of  whom  procured  whisky  by  threatening 
the  fomilies  of  private  residences. 

To  Colonel  Plaisted  and  his  regiment  I  retam  unqualified  thanks  for 
the  unexceptionable  manner  they  performed  every  duty. 

The  military  conduct  of  the  rest  of  the  command  was  good,  but  much 
censure  is  due  to  the  offtcers  and  their  men  for  petty  thieving  practiced 
upon  the  people  of  the  country.  The  conduct  of  the  Fifty-sixth  New 
York  was  disgraceful  in  this  respect,  and  I  have  arrested  the  command- 
ing olficer  and  shall  prefer  charges  against  him. 

In  oouclasion  I  would  report  that  the  four  dajs'  reconnaissance  to 
Matthews,  Gloucester,  King  and  Queen,  and  Middlesex  was  entirely 
successful,  and  that  the  objects  for  which  it  was  made  have  been  ftilly 
accomplished. 

Very  respectfully,  &c., 

HBNBY  M.  NAGLBB, 

Brigadier-  GmeraL 
Lieut.  OoL  D.  T.  Van  Buben, 

AssistaHt  Adfutant-Generalj  Department  of  Fir^tmo. 
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11-M,  1888.— Bq^edttionft«a  VewBenM  to  GcUibQtMgl^  V^ 


l):-M:^   iiiH; 


Deo.  11-lS,  1862.— Skiimiahfle  on  the  Kinskm  Road. 

12-16, 18G8.— Naval  operations  on  the  Nenae  River. 
13-14, 1862.— Skirmiahea  at  Bonthweat  Creek. 
14, 1862. — Engagement  at  KinaUm. 
15, 1862.— Affair  at  White  HaU  Bridge. 
16, 1862.— Engagement  at  White  HalL 

AfEuiB  at  Honnt  Olive  Station  and  Godiea 
17, 1862.— Raid  on  Dudley  Station. 

Engagement  at  Goldahonmgh  Bddga. 
SUrmiah  at  Thompaon's  Bridge. 


No.  1.— M^.  Gen.  John  0.  Foster,.  U.  8.  Aimy,  eommandhig  the  Department  of  Vofili 
Carolina. 

No.   2. — ^Retnm  of  Caenalties  in  the  Union  fiiroea. 

No.   3.— Capt.  Dayid  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  Tork  Light  Artillery,  Chief  Signal  Oflloet . 

No.  4.— CoL  Jamee  H.  Ledlie,  Third  New  Tork  Light  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery, 
commanding  Artillery  Brigade,  of  operations  Deoemher  11-17. 

No.  5.— Capt.  Edwin  8.  Jenney,  Battery  F,  Third  New  Tork  Light  Artillery,  of  en- 
gagements at  Kinston  and  White  Hall,  Deoember  14  and  16. 

No.    6.— Maj.Chas.  Fitz  Simmons,  ThirdNew  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Doo.  ISand  17. 

No.    7.— Maj.  Jeptha  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  operations  Dec.  15-17. 

No.    8. — Capt.  John  F.  Moschell,  Third  New  Tork  Cavidry,  of  operations  Deo.  11-16. 

No.    9. — Capt.  Newton  Hall,  Third  New  Tork  Cavalry,  of  operations  Deoember  12-16. 

No.  10.— Capt.  Ferris  Jacobs,  Jr.,  Third  New  Tork  Cavalry,  of  operations  Deo.  13-14. 

No.  11.— Capt.  George  W.  Cole,  Third  New  Tork  Cavalry,  of  operations  Deo.  12-16. 

No.  12. — Co).  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory,  Seventeenth  Massaohnsetts  Infantry,  commanding 
First  Brigade,  First  Division,  of  engagements  at  Klnaton,  White  HaU,  and 
Goldsborongh  Bridge,  December  14, 16,  and  17. 

No.  13.— Lient.  Col.  John  F.  Fellows,  Seventeenth  Maasaohnaetta  Infimtry,  of  engage- 
ments at  Kinston,  White  HaU,  and  Goldsborongh  Bridge,  Deo.  14, 16,  and  17. 

No.  14.— Mij.  John  G.  Chambers,  Twenty-third  Massaohnsetts  Infantry,  of  operations 
Deoember  11-16. 

No.  16.— CoL  Charles  L.  Holbrook,  Forty-third  Hassaohnaetts  Infimtiy. 

No.  16. — Col.  Charles  R.  Codman,  Forty-fifth  Hassaohnaetts  Infimtry,  of  engaflemeDti 
at  Kinston  and  White  HaU,  December  14  and  16. 

No.  17.— Col.  Angustas  B.  R.  Spragae,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Infkntcy. 

No.  18. — Col.  Thomas  G.  Stevenson,  Twenty-fonrth  Massaohnsetts  Infimtry,  com- 
manding Second  Brigade,  of  engagements  at  Kinston,  White  Hidl,  and 
Goldsborongh  Bridge,  Deoember  14, 16,  and  17. 

No.  19. — Lient.  Col.  Robert  Leggett,  Tenth  Conneotiont  Infimtry,  of  engagement  at 
Kinston,  December  14. 

No.  20.— Col.  Horace  C.  Lee,  Twenty-eeventh  Massaohusetta  Infantry,  commanding 
Third  Brigade. 

No.  21.— MiJ.  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massaohnsetts  Infimtiy. 

No.  22.— Lieut.  Col.  WUliam  S.  Shnrtieff,  Forty-sixth  Massaohnsetts  Infimtry. 

No.  23.— Col.  Charles  A.  Heckman,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Infimtry,  First  Brigade,  Second 
Division. 


*  For  report  of  Commander  A.  Murray,  U.  S.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report  of  the  Seora- 
tary  of  the  Navy,  Deoember  7, 1863. 
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No.  34. — yiBJ,  Abnun  ZabrUUo,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Infantry. 

No.  25.~Brig.  Qen.  Henry  W.  Weeeelle,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Third  B .  igade,  Peck'e 
Division,  of  operatlone  December  &-81. 

No.  26wLieat.  CoL  Ab^ah  J.  WeUman,  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Infimtxy,  of  engage- 
ment at  Kinaton,  December  14. 

No.  S7. — CoL  Lewis  C.  Bnnt^  Ninety-eecond  New  York  Infantry,  of  engagement  at 
Kinston,  December  14. 

No.  28. — Capt.  George  W.  Hinda^  Ninety-aizth  New  Tork  Infimtry,  of  engagement  at 
Einston,  Decomber  14. 

No.  39. — CoL  Joahna  B.  Howell,  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Inikntry,  of  operationa 
December  13-17. 

No.  30. — ytai.  Alexander  W.  Taylor.  One  hundred  and  first  PennBylvania  Infimtry,  of 
engagement  at  Kineton,  December  14. 

No.  31.— Lieut.  Col.  Wilson  C.  Maxwell,  One  hundred  and  third  Ptonnaylvania  In- 
ihntry»  of  engagement  at  Einston,  December  14. 

No.  32. — Lieut.  CoL  Horace  A  Manoheeter,  First  New  Tork  liarine  Artillery,  of  naval 
operations  on  the  Neuse  Biver,  December  12-15. 

No.  33.— Hi^.  Gen.  Qustavus  W.  Smith,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Department  of  North 
Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia,  of  operations  December  13-18. 

No.  34.— Lieut.  CoL  Walter  H.  Stevens,  C.  B.  Engineers,  of  operations  December  16-17. 

No.  35. — ^Brig.  Gen.  Nathan  G.  Evans,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Brigade,  of  operations 
December  13-17. 

No.  30.— CoL  Peter  liallett,  North  Carolina  Battalion,  of  engagement  at  Einston,  De- 
cember 14. 

No.  37. — ^Brig.  Gen.  ThomaB  L.  Clingman,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  Brigade,  of  en- 
gagement at  Goldsbozongh  Bridge,  December  17. 

No.  3&— Ueat.  CoL  Stephen  D.  Pool,  C.  S.  Artillery,  of  engagement  at  Goldsborongh 
Bridge,  December  17. 

No.  30. — ^Biig.  Gen.  Beverly  H.  Bobertson,  C.  &  Army,  commanding  Brigade*  of  en* 
gagenoent  at  White  Hall,  December  16. 

No.  1. 

Bq^oria  of  Maj.  Oen.  John  O.  Foster j  U.  8.  Armfff  commandifig  the  De- 

partmmU  of  Hforth  Carolina. 

HSADQTTABTBBS  DePAETMENT  OF  NOBTH  GAEOLINA, 

Kinstonj  December  14, 1862. 

Oenbbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  infonn  yon  that  I  left  New  Berne  for 
this  place  on  the  11th,  but  that  owing  to  the  bad  roads  and  consequent 
delays  to  train,  &c.,  I  did  not  reach  Sonthwest  Greek  (6  miles  from 
tliis  town)  till  the  afternoon  of  the  13th.  The  enemy  were  posted  there, 
bnt  by  a  heavy  artilleiy  flFe  in  front  and  vigorous  infantry  attack  on 
either  flank  I  succeeded  in  forcing  a  passage  and  without  much  loss. 

This  morning  I  advanced  on  this  town  and  found  the  enemy  strongly 
post^  at  a  defile  through  a  marsh  bordering  a  creek.  The  position 
was  so  well  chosen  that  very  little  of  our  artUlery  could  be  brought  in 
play.  The  main  attack  therefore  was  made  by  the  infantry,  assisted  by 
a  few  guns  pushed  forward  on  the  roads.  We  succeeded,  after  five 
hours'  hard  fight,  in  driving  the  enemy  from  their  position.  We  fol- 
lowed them  rapidly  to  the  river ;  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse  at  this  point 
was  prepared  for  firing  and  was  fired  in  six  places,  but  we  were  so  close 
behind  tbem  that  we  saved  the  bridge.  The  enemy  retreated  precipi- 
tately by  the  Ooldsboroup^h  and roads.    Their  force  was  about 

^000  men,  with  twenty  pieces  of  artillery.  The  result  is  we  have  taken 
Eixuton,  captured  elev^  pieces  of  artilleiyi  taken  400  or  500  prisoners, 
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nnd  found  a  large  amouDt  of  qaartennastec's  and  commissary  stores. 
Our  loss  will  not  probably  exceed  200  kiUed  and  wounded. 

I  march  to-morrow  at  daylight  on  Goldsborough.    From  that  point  1 
return  to  New  Berne,  whence  I  will  make  a  more  detailed  report 
I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTBB. 
M%jor-Genoral  Hallbok* 

Headquabtebs  Depabtmbnt  op  Nobth  Gabouna, 

Nmo  Beme^  IT.  C,  Deomber  20, 1802. 

General  :  Referring  to  mine  of  the  14th  instant,  from  Einston,  I  have 
the  honor  to  inform  yon  that  I  succeeded  in  reaching  Goldsborough  and 
in  burning  the  railroad  bridge  of  the  Weldon  and  Wilmington  Eailroad 
at  that  point.  The  bridge  at  Mount  Olive  I  also  destroyed,  and  about  4 
miles  of  track.  I  encountered  and  defeated  the  enemy  at  Kinston,  White 
Hail,  Thompson's  Bridge,  and  Goldsborough. 

My  loss  in  killed,  wounded,  and  missing  will  not  exceed  400.*  The 
enemy's  loss  I  have  not  ascertained.  I  have  taken  nine  pieces  of  artil- 
lery, about  500  i^isouers,  and  destroyed  some  quartermaster's  and  com- 
missary stores. 

I  am,  with  groat  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTBB. 

M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok* 

Headquabtebs  Dbpabtmbnt  op  Nobth  Oabolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  Deeember  27, 1802. 

Genebal  :  Keferring  to  my  letters  of  December  10, 14,  and  20, 1  have 
the  honor  to  rei)ort  that  I  left  this  town  at  8  a.  m.  of  the  11th  with  the 
following  forces : 

General  Wessells'  brigade  of  General  PecVs  division  (kindly  loaned 
to  me).  Colonel  Amory's  brigade,  Colonel  Stevenson's  bngade,  Colonel 
Lee's  brigade— in  all,  about  10,000  infantry }  six  batteries  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  30  guns ;  Belger's  battery  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery, 
6  guns ;  section  of  Twenty -fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  2  guns ; 
section  of  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Battery,  2  guns — ^total, 
40  guns  'j  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  about  640  men. 

We  marched  the  first  day  on  the  main  Einston  road  about  14  miles, 
when,  finding  the  road  obstructed  by  felled  trees  for  half  a  mile  and  over, 
I  bivouacked  for  the  night,  and  had  the  obstructions  removed  during  the 
night  by  the  pioneers. 

I  pushed  on  the  next  morning  at  daylight.  My  cavalry  advance  en- 
countered the  enemy  when  about  4  miles  from  the  bivouac  of  the  pre- 
vious night,  and  after  a  sharp  but  brief  skirmish  the  enemy  were  routed 
with  some  loss.  On  arriving  at  the  Vine  Swamp  road  I  ordered  Captain 
Hall,  with  three  companies  of  cavalry^  to  push  on  up  the  main  Einston 
road  as  a  demonstration,  while  the  main  column  proceeded  by  the  Vine 
Swamp  road  to  the  left,  tnereby  avoiding  the  obstructions  and  the  enemy 
on  the  main  road.  Captain  Hall  encountered  the  enemy  in  some  force, 
but  after  a  severe  fight  whipped  thom,  taking  18  prisoners  and  killing 
a  number.  The  march  of  the  main  column  was  somewhat  delayed  by 
the  bridge  over  Beaver  Creek  being  destroyed.  This  was  rebuilt,  and 
I  pushed  on,  leaving  a  regiment  (Fifty-first  Massachusetts)  and  a  sec- 
tion of  artillery  (Twenty- third  New  York)  at  the  biidge  to  hold  it  and 
to  protect  the  intersection  of  the  main  road  and  the  road  I  was  on,  to 

*  Bat  lee  reriBed  Btatement,  p.  60. 
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support  Captain  Hall,  and  to  prevent  any  force  driving  him  bsiok  and 
occupying  the  croBS-roads  in  the  rear.  The  main  colnmn  pnshed  on 
about  4  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  There  was  some  cavalry 
Bkrrmishiug  during  the  day. 

On  Saturday,  the  13th,  we  agam  started,  leaving  the  second  main 
road,  the  one  I  was  on,  to  the  right,  and  leaving  at  this  intersection  the 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  and  one  section  of  artillery  (Twenty-fourtb 
New  York)  to  hold  the  position,  and  feint  on  the  second  main  road.  We 
reached  Southwest  Greek,  the  bridge  over  which  was  destroyed,  and 
the  enemy  posted  on  the  opposite  bank,  some  400  strong,  with  three 
pieces  of  artillery.  The  creek  was  not  fordable,  and  ran  at  the  foot  of 
a  deep  ravine,  making  a  very  bad  i>osition  for  us.  I  ordered  a  battery 
in  as  good  a  position  as  could  be  obtained,  and  under  their  fire  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey,  which  had  the  advance,  pushed  gallantly  across  the 
creek  by  swimming,  by  fragments  of  the  bridge  and  by  a  mill-dam,  and 
formed  on  the  opposite  bank.  At  the  same  tfine  the  Eighty-fifth  Penn- 
sylvania, of  General  Wessells'  brigade,  forced  a  passage  by  the  feUiug 
of  trees  and  fording  about  half  a  mile  below  the  bridge,  and  engaged 
the  enemy's  left,  who  thereupon  retired  and  deserted  his  breastworks. 
I  had  ordered  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts,  of  Golonel  Amory's 
brigade,  to  cross  at  the  mill  to  support  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  and  also 
crossed  the  remainder  of  General  Wessells'  brigade.  Golonel  Heck- 
man,  with  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  advanced  and  was  fired  upon,  when 
about  1  mile  from  the  creek,  with  canister  and  musketry.  The  regi- 
ment charged  at  double-quick,  drove  the  enemy,  took  some  prisoners, 
and.  captured  a  6  pounder  gun,  caisson,  &c,  complete.  General  Wes- 
sells bivouacked  on  the  farther  side  of  the  creek  with  the  Ninth  in  the 
advance.  The  balance  of  the  command,  with  the  artillery,  remained  on 
this  side  of  the  creek.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey }  Company  K,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  and  Morrison's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery,  had 
quite  a  skirmish  with  the  enemy,  but  drove  him  and  encamped  for  the 
night.  From  the  south  side  of  the  creek  I  sent  a  company  of  cavalry  to 
stnke  and  proceed  up  the  Kinston  road^o.  2  (I  was  on  No.  3).  The 
company  proceeded  up  the  road  toward  Kinston,  and  found  the  enemy 
posted  by  a  bridge,  which  was  prepared  to  be  destroyed.  The  company 
charged  them,  and  they  retired  with  some  loss,  destroying  the  bridge. 
The  enemy's  force  at  this  place  was  estimated  at  one  regiment  and  four 
pieces  of  artillery.  Migor  Garrard,  with  three  companies  of  cavi^ry 
and  one  gun  of  Allis'  section  of  artillery,  proceeded  on  a  reconnaissance 
on  a  road  leading  to  White  Hall.  Alter  following  this  road  about  10 
mBes,  and  having  met  with  no  opposition,  they  rejoined  the  main 
column. 

Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  I  advanced  the  column,  and  when  about  1 
mfle  from  Kinston  encountered  the  enemy  in  strong  force.  They  were 
posted  in  strong  position  in  the  wood,  taking  advantage  of  the  ground, 
which  formed  a  natural  breastwork.  Their  i>osition  was  secured  on  their 
right  by  a  deep  swamp  and  their  left  was  partially  protected  by  the 
river.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  was  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  General 
Wessells^  brigade,  with  Morrison's  battery  Hiird  New  York  Artillery, 
was  ordered  to  advance  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  the  battery 
being  sent  to  our  extreme  right  supported  by  one  of  General  Wessells' 
laments.  Golonel  Amory's  brigade  was  then  advanced,  the  Seven- 
teenth Massachusetts  Volunteers  being  sent  to  support  Colonel  Heck- 
man  on  the  right,  and  two  regiments  (Twenty-third  and  Forty-fifth 
Massachasetts)  advanced  up  the  road.  My  artillery  (three  batteries)  I 
posted  in  a  large  field  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  about  three-fourths 
of  3  mite  in  rear  of  our  line  of  attack,  the  only  position  they  could  be 
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placed  in.  I  then  oidered  Colonel  Stevenson's  brifinde,  with  Belgci-^s 
Bhode  Island  battery,  forward.  The  Twenty-fomth  Uassachnsetts  sap- 
ported  this  battery,  and  the  Fifth  Bhode  Island,  Tenth  Connecticut,  and 
Forty  fourth  Massachusetts  were  ordered  forward,  the  two  former  on  the 
left  of  the  road  and  the  latter  on  the  right,. to  support  the  regiments 
there  in  pushing  the  enemy  and  turning  that  flank. 

The  Tenth  Connecticut  advanced  steadily  to  the  extreme  front,  r^. 
lieving  two  of  Wessells'  brigade,  which  were  short  of  ammunition,  and 
after  receiving  a  terrible  Are  for  some  twenty  minutes  made  a  most  gal- 
lant charge  in  conjunction  with  the  Ninety-sixth  Begiment  Few  York 
Volunteers  of  General  Wessells'  brigade,  which,  with  the  advance  al- 
ready made  (slowly,  but  surely)  of  the  entire  line,  forced  fhe  enemy  to 
retreat  precipitately  for  the  bridge  over  the  Neuse,  which  they  crossed, 
firing  the  bridge,  which  had  been  prepared  for  that  puri>o6e.  Several 
regiments  were  so  close,  however,  that  about  400  prisoners  were  taken 
from  the  enemy.  A  line  was  formed  to  the  river  and  the  fire  extin- 
guished before  great  damage  was  done. 

The  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth  Maasachnsetts  Begiments 
and  General  Wessells'  brigade  were  at  once  crossed,  pushed  into  the 
town,  and  halted.  I  orderod  the  bridge  to  be  at  once  repaired  for  the 
crossing  of  cavalry  and  artUlery. 

General  Evans  retired  about  2  miles  from  town  with  his  command 
and  formed  line  of  battle.  I  sent  a  flag  of  truoe  to  inquire  whether  he 
proposed  to  surrei|der.  He  declined.  I  immediately  prepared  to  at- 
tack him,  but  knowing  that  he  had  three  light  batteries  and  one  section 
to  start  with,  was  unwilling  to  sacrifice  my  men,  and  waited  for  my  ar- 
tillery to  cross.  I  ordered  Batteries  E  and  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery 
to  shell  the  enemy  with  their  20-pounder  Parrotts  (four  in  number)  from 
the  opposite  bank,  and  crossed  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  with  all  dis- 
patch j  but  before  I  could  attack  the  enemy  they  had  retired,  and  it  being 
by  this  time  night  I  was  unable  to  pursue ;  moreover,  my  obj^t  was 
accomplished. 

The  troops  bivoua<^ed  in  the  field  beyond  the  town  that  night;  a 
provost  guard  was  established  for  the  protection  of  the  town  and  all 
necessary  precautions  were  taken.  I  sent  Captain  Cole,  Company  K, 
Third  Begiment  New  York  Cavalry,  down  the  east  bank  of  the  Neuse  to 
a  work  commanding  the  river.  He  reported  it  deserted,  with  six  guns 
in  position,  and  the  work  to  be  of  great  strength.  I  sent  the  company 
back  with  teams  to  bring  up  the  guns  and  blow  up  the  magazine. 
Captain  Cole  being  unable  to  remove  the  two  heavy  guns,  one  8-inch 
columbiad  and  one  32-pounder,  destroyed  them,  and  brought  back  four 
field  pieces  complete.  These,  with  two  others  deserted  by  the  enemy 
and  the  one  taken  by  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  I  sent  to  New  Berne,  un- 
der escort  of  Captain  Cole's  company  (K)  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

The  next  morning,  the  15th,  I  recrossed  the  river  and  took  the  river 
road  for  Goldsborough*.  I  left  a  strong  guard  of  cavalry  in  the  town, 
under  Major  Fitz  SimmonH,  to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  Gk>ldsbor- 
ou^'h  road  on  that  side  of  the  river.  Colonel  Ledlio,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  remained  to  destroy  commissary  and  quartermaster's  storoa 
and  burn  the  bridge.  Major  Fitz  Simmons  advanced  some  9  miles  in 
the  direction  of  Goldsborough,  when,  hearing  the  whistle  of  a  locomo- 
tive, he  fired  three  shots  in  the  direction  of  the  sound,  upon  which  the 
train  immediately  returned  in  the  direction  of  Gk>ldsborough.  Colonel 
Ledlie,  before  leaving  Kinston,  destroyed  a  locomotive,  a  railroad  mon- 
itor, '&c. 

I  advanced  without  opposition  to  within  3}  miles  of  White  Hall, 
where  I  halted  for  the  night.    I  ^nt  Major  Garrard  with  three  com- 
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\  an.cB  of  csivalry  to  make  a  reoonnaimance  to  White  HalY  He  fouud 
one  regiment  and  four  guns  on  our  side  of  the  bridge  over  the  Nease, 
bot  they  quickly  retreated  as  he  approached,  firing  the  bridge  effect- 
ually. 

The  next  morning  (16th)  I  ordered  M%jor  Garrard,  with  five  compa- 
nies Third  New  York  Cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery  Twenty -third 
New  York,  to  proceed  to  Mount  Olive,  a  station  on  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  Bailroad,  14  miles  below  Gtoldsborough.  In  passing  White 
flail  en  route  tor  Mount  Olive  his  command  was  fired  upon  from  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river.  He  placed  his  guns  in  position  and  returned 
the  fire  until  the  main  column  arrived,  when  he  limbered  up  and  pro- 
ceeded toward  Mount  Olive,  which  point  he  reached  without  opposition. 
Here  he  destroyed  the  railroad  track  for  about  a  mile.  He  then  pro- 
ceeded along  the  line  of  the  railroad  for  4  miles  and  destroyed  the  bridge 
over  Groshen  Swamp.  The  track  between  Mount  Olive  and  the  Goshen 
Swamp  Bridge  was  torn  up  and  burned  in  five  places. 

The  column  having  arrived  at  White  Hall  and  finding  the  bridge 
burned  and  the  enemy  in  some  force,  with  infantry  and  artillery  on  the 
oUier  side,  and  this  being  the  direct  road  to  Goldsborough,  I  determined 
to  make  a  strong  feint,  as  if  to  rebuild  and  cross.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey 
and  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  were  sent  forward  and  posted  on  the 
bank  of  the  river  to  engage  the  enemy.  1  then  ordered  up  several  bat- 
teries and  posted  them  on  a  hill  overlooking  the  enemy's  intrenchments. 
They  opened  on  and  silenced,  after  an  hour's  firing,  the  enemy's  guns. 
The  enemy  still  maintained  their  admirable  position  with  sharpshooters, 
but  deeming  my  object  accomplished  1  moved  my  command  forward 
toward  Goldsborough,  leaving  sharpshooters  in  rear  to  continue  the 
fight.  We  bivouacked  that  night  8  miles  from  Goldsborough,  encoun- 
tering no  further  opposition. 

Ou  the  moruiug  of  the  17th  I  advanced  on  Ck>ld8borough.  1  ordered 
Major  Fitz  Simmons,  with  two  companies  of  cavalry,  to  make  a  feint 
in  the  direction  of  Dudley  Station  and  Everettsville.  They  scattered  a 
small  force  of  the  enemy  there  in  every  direction,  burned  two  trestle- 
work  culverts,  destroyed  a  train  of  four  railroad  cars,  water-station,  depot, 
&C.,  as  well  as  some  small-arms,  which  they  were  not  able  to  carry  off, 
and  captured  a  flag  of  the  enemy.  They  then  returned  by  a  short  cut 
to  the  msun  column.  I  also  ordered  Msjor  Garrard,  with  four  com- 
panies of  cavalry  and  one  section  of  artillery,  to  make  a  feint  in  the 
direction  of  a  bridge  over  the  Neuse,  on  our  right,  called  Thompson's 
Bridge.  He  found  the  enemy  in  force,  supposed  to  be  one  regiment  of 
infantry  and  four  pieces  of  artillery,  and  the  bridge  already  burned.  1 
then  directed,  in  order  to  make  the  feint  more  complete  and  to  further 
distract  the  enemy,  one  regiment  (Forty-third  Massachusetts)  and  An- 
gel's battery  Third  New  York  Artillery  to  the  support  of  the  cavalry 
and  engage  the  enemy,  which  they  did,  silencing,  after  an  hour's  brisk 
engagement,  the  enemy's  fire. 

Colonel  liC^s  brigade  was  in  advance  of  the  main  column  and  came 
upon  the  enemy  in  small  force  on  the  edge  of  the  wood  lining  the  rail- 
road track.  Biggs'  battery  Third  New  York  Ari^illery  was  placed  in 
position  and  opened  on  them,  when  the  enemy  retired.  The  Ninth  New 
Jersey  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  were  ordered  to  strike  the  rail 
road  track  and  follow  it  up  direct  to  the  bridge,  which  they  were  to  hnru , 
Three  regiments  of  Colonel  Lee's  brigade  were  ordered  to  their  support 
(the  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty -seventh,  and  Third  Massachusetts);  the  re- 
maining regiment  was  thrown  on  the  left  to  protect  our  flank  in  that 
qnarter.  General  Wessells'  brigade  was  advanced  and  formed  on  the 
bill  overiuoking  the  track,  Ac;  three  regiments  were  thrown  to  the  left, 
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and  the  lemaining  regimeDts  in  lines,  to  be  ayaflable  at  any  point  M^ 
ardllery  was  brought  forward  and  placed  in  position,  firing  to  the  fh>nt 
and  left,  principally  at  the  bridge.  The  enemy  replied  with  artillery 
from  the  other  side  of  the  river.  Colonel  Heokman  advan<^  steadily 
ap  the  track,  fighting  the  enemy's  in&ntry  posted  at  the  bridge  and 
receiving  a  fire  from  the  artillery  in  a  monitor-car  on  the  track  of  the 
bridge.  After  two  honrs  he  reached  the  bridge,  and  nnder  a  heavy  fire 
Lieutenant  Graham,  Twenty -tihird  New  York  Battery,  acting  as  aide- 
de-camp  to  Colonel  Heckman,  fired  the  bridge.  All  who  had  previously 
attempted  it  were  picked  off,  as  was  wounded  Lieut  B.  N.  Mann,  Sev- 
enteenth Massachusetts,  who  accompanied  him. 

I  brought  all  my  artillery  to  bear  to  prevent  any  effort  to  save  the 
bridge,  and,  when  the  fire  was  doing  its  work,  ordered  a  countermarch 
for  New  Berne,  leaving  Colonel  Lee  to  form  the  rear  guard.  Colonel 
Lee  was  forming  his  bri^de  to  leave  the  field,  deeming  the  fight  over, 
when  three  regimental  colors  were  seen  across  the  ndlroad  track,  the 
men  protectedby  the  embankment  on  which  the  track  was  laid.  Colonel 
Jjee  placed  Morrison's  battery  in  position  and  recalled  his  regiments  in 
line.  The  enemy  advanced  with  cheers  across  the  railroad,  steadily  in 
line,  upon  Colonel  Lee's  brigade.  Morrison's  battery  opened  on  the  ad- 
vancing line  with  spherical  case  and  with  good  effect,  but  they  advanced 
steadily  until  within  300  yards  of  the  battery,  when,  unable  to  stand 
the  fearfhl  loss  they  were  sustaining  from  the  battery,  they  broke  and 
retreated.  Their  retreat  was  unexpectedly  covered  by  a  masked  bat- 
tery in  the  woods  on  our  left.  Belger's  lUiode  Island  battery,  which 
had  been  brought  back,  opened  in  reply  to  the  battery  and  on  two  regi- 
roeuts  which  came  in  view,  supporting  their  guns.  Biggs'  battery 
Third  New  York  Artillery  was  placed  on  an  eminence  on  our  left  and 
in  liue  with  the  enemy,  thus  bringing  a  cross-fire  to  bear.  They  were 
thereby  forced  to  retire,  as  was  also  a  regiment  in  the  woods  on  our  right 

Colonel  Lee,  having  orders  not  to  attempt  any  further  move,  again 
formed  his  brigade  and  batteries  and  proceeded  to  Join  the  column, 
which  I  had  halted  on  hearing  the  firing  from  Colonel  Lee. 

This  was  a  bold  attempt  of  the  enemy  to  entrap  and  secure  Colonel 
Lee's  brigade  and  Morrison's  battery.  Owing  to  the  efficiency  of  Colonel 
Lee  and  Morrison's  battery  it  was  a  disastrous  failure.  With  a  strong 
cavalry  rear  guard  I  then  started  on  my  return  by  the  direct  road,  took 
and  transported  ray  sick  and  wounded  men  from  White  Hall  and  Eiu- 
stou,  carrying  them  all  safely  to  this  point. 

On  the  13th  a  fleet  of  small  boats  left  New  Benie,  under  Commander 
Murray,  TJ.  S.  Navy,  to  attack  the  works  on  the  river  at  Einston,  but 
owing  to  the  lowness  of  the  water  in  the  river  only  one  small  boat,  the 
Allison,  under  Colonel  Manchester,  Marine  Artillery,  was  brought  into 
action.  The  works  being  too  strong  she,  after  a  gallant  resistance,  was 
obliged  to  retire,  having,  however,  effected  a  gSod  purpose  by  mysti- 
fying General  Evans  as  to  where  the  attack  was  to  come  fr^m,  and  in- 
duced him  to  retain  several  regiments  on  the  Kiuston  side  of  the  Ncuse, 
thus  diminishing  the  force  opposed  to  us. 

in  conclusion  I  take  great  pleasure  in  reporting  on  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  men  nnder  my  command.  It  was  most  excellent,  and  main- 
tained fully  their  high  reputation. 

General  Wessells'  brigade,  of  General  Peck's  division,  behaved  like 
veterans,  and  reflected,  by  their  drill,  discipline,  and  steadiness  under 
fire,  the  qualities  of  their  commanding  officer. 

Colonel  Ueckman,  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  was,  with  his  admirable 
regiment,  always  in  advance,  and  displayed  the  greatest  cor  rage  and 
efficiency. 
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The  Tenth  Befarimont  Gonneotioat  Yolonteers,  onder  Lieutenant* 
Colonel  Leggett  (aa  they  always  have  done),  behaved  in  the  most  gal- 
lant and  dashing  manner,  making  a  charge  under  a  fire  which  in  twenty 
minotes  killed  and  wounded  90  men  out  of  340. 

Colonel  Potter,  of  the  First  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  acted  on  my 
staff,  and  was  of  the  greatest  aid  and  assistance  to  me  by  his  coolness 
and  observation. 

I  must  particularly  mention  the  conduct  of  Lieut.  George  W.  Gra 
ham.  Twenty-third  New  York  Battery,  acting  as  aide  to  Colonel  Heck- 
man.  Throughout  the  entire  maroh  he  was  conspicuous  for  his  ventnre- 
Home  courage,  and  at  Goldsborough,  in  company  witli  Lieut  B.  N.  Mann, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  advanced  and  lired  the  bridge 
under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  infantry  and  artUlery.  He  only  escaped 
capture  by  jumping  fh>m  the  bridge  down  the  bank.  Lieutenant  Mann 
was  wounded. 

The  artillery  force,  under  Colonel  Ledlie,  was  well  placed  and  well 
served,  and  the  commanding  officer  and  the  batteries,  without  excep- 
tion, did  most  excellent  service. 

Hie  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  though  not  acting  as  a  regiment,  wer^ 
iu  all  cases  prompt,  brave,  and  efficient,  as  shown  in  the  body  of  my 
report. 

Much  credit  is  due  to  Mr.  H.  W.  Wilson^  engineer,  who,  in  charge  oi 
the  pioneers  and  a  force  of  contrabands,  did  most  excellent  service  in 
building  bridges,  repairing  roads,  &o. 

1  inclose  to  Ghencnral  E.  A.  Hitchcock  the  lists  of  paroled  prisoners, 
unmbering  490.* 

1  herewith  inclose  lists  of  the  billed,  wounded,  and  missing,  showing 
an  aggregate  of  90  killed,  478  wounded,  and  0  missing.t 

Among  the  killed  I  must  mourn  Colonel  Gray,  of  the  i^inety-sixth  New 
York  Regiment.  He  was  kiUed  at  the  head  of  his  regiment  at  the 
Einston  Bridge.  Though  but  a  few  days  in  this  department  he  had 
already  won  the  high  esteem  of  all  here. 

Li  the  charge  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  they  lost  Capt.  H.  A.  Wells 
and  Lients.  W.  W.  Perkins,  T.  D.  Hill,  and  J.  C.  Coffing,  all  good  and 
excellent  officers^  who  died  doing  a  gallant  duty. 

For  many  details  of  distinguished  services  of  individual  officers  I  beg 
to  refer  to  the  brigade  and  regimental  reports  herewith  inclosed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTBB, 
Md^far-Oeneralj  Cammnnding  Department, 

Mig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

QmeraUn-Ohiefy  U.  B.  Army^  WaahiihgUmj  D.  (7. 


General  Oedebs,  \         Hdqes.  Dspt.  of  North  Cabolima, 
No.  8L  I  Few  Beme^  December  26, 1802. 

The  commanding  general  desires  to  thank  the  troops  under  Ids  com- 
uiami  for  the  new  proof  of  their  courage  and  steadiness  afforde>i  by  the 
recent  expedition.    The  veteran  brigs^e  of  General  Wessells  and  the 
troops  of  this  department  alike  did  their  duty  as  soldiers  well. 
By  order  of  Mig.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

80XJTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Assistant  A^tant-Oei^erak 

*  OmiMtd.  t  But  lee  leviaed  Btatemant,  p.  00. 
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Oerbkai.  Obdbbs,  )        HsQRa.  BioarxBiiTH  Abxy  Ookpb, 

No.  la  i  New  Berne,  Janvary  15,  1SC3. 

In  consideration  of  aod  us  a  reword  for  tlieir  brave  deeds  at  Kiustou, 
Wliite  Hall,  and  Ooldsboroagh,  the  oommauding  general  directe  that  the 
regiments  and  batteries  which  accompanied  the  expedition  to  Golds- 
boroagh  inscribe  upon  their  banners  those  three  victoriea: 

Kinstou,  December  14, 1862. 

Whit«  Hall,  December  IG,  ISffii. 

Ooldsborcagh,  December  17, 1862. 

The  eommandiiig  general  hopes  that  ^1  fatore  fields  will  be  bo  fought 
that  the  record  of  them  may  be  kept  b;  insoriptiOD  on  the  banoera  of 
the  regimenbt  engaged. 

By  command  of  Uiy.  Oen.  J.  G.  foster: 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

Aaittant  A^jutamt-  OeiieniL 


Na  2. 
Betwm  of  Ca$ualtiei  in  the  Ut^tm  Jbnm.* 
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John  O  CnQlDK  lud  Joh 


*  Euibntces  loewss  iu  Bhirmiabes  on  tlie  Kiaalou  load,  DecoDibur  11  and  1^;  aldr- 
misbps  at  South  west  Creek,  Deccmlier  1^14;  engigemeDt  at  EiDstoD,  Diceuilj<^r  14; 
enKagenieot  M  White  Ilall,  December  16;  Bkirmidt  at  Thompson's  Bridge  and  en- 
it  M  Ooldaborough  Bridge,  DeMmber  IT.t 
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No.  a. 

Rtpart  of  Oapt.  David  A.  Taylor j  Third  New  Torh  Light  ArHUeryj  Ohl^ 

Signal  Officer. 

Hdobs.  Signal  DsxACHMENTy  Dept.  of  N.  C, 

New  Bemey  December  22, 1862. 

Sm:  Sapplementary  to  the  report  already  made  oat  (bat  which  I  was 
unable  to  forward  before  this  time),  I  forward  the  following  report  of  the 
proceediDgs  of  the  detachment  under  my  command : 

On  the  11th  day  of  December.  1862, 1  accompanied  M%j.  Gen.  J.  G. 
Foster  on  an  expedition  to  Gk>ldsDorongh,  taking  with  me  the  following- 
named  ofScers  with  their  men,  \\z:  Joseph  Fricker,  first  lieutenant. 
Eighth  Pennsylvania  Volanteere,  and  acting  signal  officer;  F.  Schlach- 
ter,  first  lieutenant.  Eleventh  Gonnecticat  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal 
officer;  Henry  T.  Merrill,  second  lieutenant,  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer;  G.  G.  F.  Keith,  second  lieutenant, 
Twenty- third  New  York  Volanteer  Artilleiy;  Edward  8.  Moffatt,  second 
lieutenant,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  acting  signal  officer^  and 
N.  S.  Barstow,  second  lieutenant,  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, and  acting  signal  officer. 

Unfortunately  Lieutenants  Merrill  and  Barstow  were  taken  sick  soon 
after  the  expedition  marched,  and  consequently  were  unable  to  take  an 
active  part  in  any  of  the  battles  which  were  fought  on  this  march. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th  instant,  the  battle  of  £[inston  was  fought  As 
the  battle  was  foaght  in  a  thick  swamp  there  was  no  possible  oppor- 
tunity for  signaling  until  Just  at  the  close  of  the  action,  after  the  en- 
emy was  driven  into  the  open  ground  and  across  the  Neuse  River 
Bridge,  when  I  saw  a  favorable  opix)rtunity  to  charge  upon  and  cap- 
tore  two  regiments  of  rebels,  and  accordingly  I  signf&ed  back  to  Gen- 
eral Foster  to  send  forward  a  light  battery  and  the  cavalry  which  were 
already  across  the  bridge;  but  the  general  instead  sent  up  a  flag  of  truce 
and  asked  them  to  surrender,  which  of  course  they  did  not  do,  but  suc- 
ceeded in  escaping,  as  before  treating  they  demanded  and  obtained  a 
hi^  hour's  time,  during  which  time  the  Union  forces  should  remain 
halted  at  Kinston.  I  was  most  of  the  time  occupied  in  carrying  orders 
and  placing  troops  in  position  and  was  with  my  flagmen  a  fourth  of  a 
mile  in  advance  of  the  leading  regiment. 

At  night  I  accompanied  a  company  of  cavalry  to  the  rebel  batteries, 
4  miles  below  Kinston,  and  assisted  in  bringing  off  four  field  pieces 
^nd  destroying  an  8-inch  columbiad  and  a  32-pounder  siege  gun,  which 
were  in  position  in  the  batteries,  and  with  which  the  enemy  had  in  the 
eaa^  part  of  the  day  driven  off  our  gunboats. 

On  the  16th  instant  General  Foster  fought  the  battle  of  White  Hall, 
ou  the  Neuse  Biver.  As  soon  as  the  battle  commenced  I  placed  ray 
offioerB  in  the  most  prominent  positions  on  the  field,  and  accompanied 
by  Private  Jacob  A.  Beed,  Gompany  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
went  in  with  the  leading  regiment  and  examined  the  position  of  the 
enemy.  After  obtaining  a  close  and  accurate  survey  of  their  works 
sod  position,  I  opened  a  station  under  a  severe  fire  of  musketry  and 
called  for  some  field  guns  to  be  sent  to  me,  which  General  Foster  im- 
mediatel J  forwarded.  Upon  their  arrival  I  placed  them  in  position  and 
tvioe  sighted  the  guns  myself.    The  fire  of  the  guns  was  very  effectial, 
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driving  the  enemy  oat  of  the  works  they  oooapied:  also  completely  rid- 
dling  a  half-iiniBhed  gunboat  which  the  enemy  had  on  the  stocks  apon 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river^  and  were  oooopying  as  a  rifle- work  at  the 
time. 

While  sending  the  message  for  the  gons  I  was  hit  by  a  musket-shot 
on  the  index  finger  of  the  right  hand,  but  fortunately  was  not  much 
hurt  My  flag  received  three  shots  through  it  Private  Beed  behaved 
with  great  coolness  all  through  the  engagement.  Toward  the  close  of 
the  action  I  was  ordered  by  Gleneral  Foster  to  withdraw  the  artillory 
and  pick  out  and  post  as  many  sharpshooters  as  would  cover  the  en- 
emy's position,  which  I  accoi^dingly  did,  under  one  of  the  severest 
musketry  fires  I  have  ever  seen. 

On  the  17th  instant  General  Foster  fought  the  battle  of  Goldsborough. 
The  object  of  the  action  was  to  gain  possession  of  the  railroad  bridge 
over  the  Neuse  River.  The  action  was  a  double  one,  the  first  being  in 
the  morning,  the  second  in  the  evening.  In  the  morning  the  reikis, 
after  a  little  skirmishing,  retreated  across  the  railroad  bridge^  but  kept 
up  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  and  artillery  on  our  advance.  I  went  im- 
mediately on  to  the  railrosbd,  placing  Lieutenant  Schlachter  with  Gen- 
eral Foster  and  other  officers  with  different  brigadiers  and  artillery. 
After  getting  on  the  railroad  I  went  immediately  forward  of  the  skir- 
mishers, and  at  every  favorable  point  made  dose  observations  of  the 
enemy's  position,  and  finding  it  impossible  to  cross  the  bridge  I  called 
for  artillery,  which  immediatdy  came  forward,  took  position,  and  com- 
menced shelling  the  enemy  widi  very  decided  effect. 

After  the  bridge  was  carried  and  burned  and  our  batteries  had  silenced 
the  enemy's  fire,  General  Foster  drew  off  his  forces,  supposing  the  bat- 
tle was  over;  but  after  about  three  hours  the  enemy  came  on  with  two 
brigades  of  infiuitry  and  one  battery  firom  some  crossing  of  the  river  above 
the  l)ridge  and  commenced  an  attack  upon  our  rear,  of  which  Lieutenant 
Keith  immediately  informed  me  by  signal  and  I  iitformed  the  general. 
The  battle  now  renewed  was  soon  ended,  witib  very  severe  loss  to  the 
enemy  and  very  slight  loss  to  us. 

On  account  of  the  exceedingly  difficult  nature  of  the  country  and  the 
inexi>erienco  of  my  officers  less  signaling  was  done  than  otherwise 
would  have  been.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved  as  became  soldiers 
and  gentlemen,  and  when  this  detachment  shall  have  had  sufficient 
field  practice  they  will  compare  favorably  with  any  that  I  am  acquainted 
with.  I  take  this  occasion  to  recommend  to  your  fi»vorable  considera- 
tion Lieuts.  0.  0.  F.  Keith,  E.  S.  MoflGatt,  F.  Schlachter,  and  Joseph 
Fricker  as  capable  and  efficient  officers;  and  Privates  Jacob  A.  BeiMl, 
Company  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery;  Samuel  N.  Bogers,  Oompany  A, 
Twenty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  William  N.  Baker,  Company 
D,  Eighth  Pennsylvania  Beserve  Volunteer  Oorj^  Pulaski  Hindes, 
Company  G,  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  William  J.  Lindsay, 
First  Pennsylvania  Bifles,  as  cool,  brave,  energetic  men,  always  ready 
for  any  undertaking,  however  desperate,  attentive  to  their  duties,  intel 
ligent  and  capable,  precisely  the  men  needed  in  this  corps,  and  I  take 
pleasure  in  recommending  Uiem  to  the  department,  and  hope  they  will 
receive  a  suitable  promotion. 

Although  somewhat  foreign  to  this  report,  I  cannot  refkrain  from  men 
tioning  the  conduct  of  Privates  H.  P.  Baker,  Company  E,  Third  New 
Fork  Artillery,  and  Lucius  D.  Craft,  Oompany  D,  Eighth  Pennsylvania 
Bifles  Volunteer  Corps,  who,  just  at  the  close  of  the  battle  of  l^nston, 
rode  a  mile  or  so  to  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle  and  captured  and 
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brought  in  a  mi^r,  a  oaptein,  and  Bome  30  non-oommissiooed  cffioem 
uid  privates.    An  act  of  raah  bravery  rarely  equaled. 
All  which  is  respeotfoUy  SQbmitted. 

Yeiy  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

DAVID  A,  TATLOB, 
Captain  and  Ohitf  Acting  Signal  Officer^  Dept  of  N.  0. 

Maj.  Al<BBBT  J.  MYSBy 

Signal  Officer^  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  4. 


Report  of  Ool  James  H.  LedUe^  Third  New  York  Light  ArtiUery^  OhitfoJ 

ArtiUery^  eommanding  Artillery  Brigade. 

Hbadquabtebs  Abtillbby  Bbigadb, 

New  Beme^  N.  0.,  December  24, 1862. 

9iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the  operations 
of  this  brifi^e  in  connection  with  the  recent  exi^eidition : 

The  artillery  under  my  command  consisted  of  Batteries  B,  E,  F,  H. 
I,  and  E,  Third  New  York  Artillery;  Battery  F,  First  Bhode  Island 
Artillery,  and  a  section  each  of  the  Twenty-third  and  Twenty-fourth 
New  York  Independent  Batteries. 

Leaving  New  Berne  December  11,  at  7  a.  m.,  marched  14  miles. 
About  5  p.  m*,  December  12,  the  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent 
Battery,  Captain  Bansom,  was  left,  with  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  to  guard  the  bridge  over  Beaver  Greek,  13  miles  from  Kins- 
ton.  Captain  Bansom  remained  there  until  the  14th,  when  he  moved 
toward  Kinston,  and,  supported  by  a  company  of  the  Fifth  Massachu- 
setts Volunteers,  was  assigned  to  the  defense  of  a  bridge  near  there. 
On  the  15th  he  nejoined  the  main  column. 

About  9  a.  m.  December  13  the  right  section  of  Battery  B,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Day,  which  bad  been  sent  in  advance 
of  the  main  column  with  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  engaged  a  force  of  the 
enemy  at  Southwest  Greek  and  shelled  an  eartnwork  commanding  the 
bridge.  The  remaining  two  sections  of  Battery  B,  under  Captain  Mor- 
rison, were  shortly  after  brought  up  and  fired  about  40  rounds.  Bat- 
teries E,  F,  H,  and  K,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  were  brought  into 
position  on  the  center  and  left  of  our  lineu  but  did  not  open  fire. 

December  14,  the  skirmishers  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
having  engaged  the  enemy,  the  right  section  of  Battery  B,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  under  Lieutenant  Day,  was  sent  forward  and  took  posi- 
tion in  the  road  leading  to  the  river  bridge.  The  remaining  sections  of 
the  battery,  under  Captain  Morrison,  were  posted  in  an  open  field  on 
the  right  of  the  road  and  shelled  the  woods.  Battery  F,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  Captain  Jenney,  came  into  battery  on  the  left  of  the 
rcMMl,  200  yards  in  rear,  and  fired  at  the  bridge  at  the  distance  of  1^ 
miles,  the  direction  and  distance  being  given  by  a  guide.  Batteries  £ 
and  L  Third  New  York  Artillery^  were  ordered  to  ttie  support  of  Gap- 
tain  Morrisons  and  a  section  of  Cfaptain  Jenney's  battery,  under  Lien- 
tenant  Birchmeyer,  was  then  ordered  to  the  support  of  Colonel  Heck- 
man,  Ninth  New  Jersey,  on  the  extreme  right,  and  opened  on  the  enemy 
with  great  effect.  The  remaining  two  sections  of  the  battery  were  soon 
<iiVu'  ^nt  to  the  support  of  Colonel  ELeckman,  and,  moving  dow  n  within 
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a  short  distenoe  of  ffae  bridge,  opened  a  deiilbraottvelto  the  enemy 

attempting  to  oroseu  eifeotully  cutting  off  their  retreat  Under  ooyer 
of  this  Are  a  part  of  the  cannoneers  q(  Battery  F,  assisted  by  a  fbw  of  the 
Tenth  Gonnecticat,  eztingoished  the  fires  which  the  enemy  had  kindled 
on  the  bridge.  Battery  B,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  which  was  now 
moved  forward  and  posted  on  the  left,  opened  witii  canister  on  the 
woods,  and  Batteries  B  and  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  took  position 
in  a  field  on  the  right.  At  this  time  41  privates  and  2  commissioned 
officers,  belonging  to  the  enemy,  surrendered  as  prisoners  to  Captain 
Morrison,  of  Battery  B,  who  sent  them  to  the  rear  ander  guard.  About 
one  hoar  later  Batteries  B  and  I  moved  forward  to  the  bank  of  the  river 
and  shelled  the  enemy  over  the  town.    Action  closed  abont  1  p.  m. 

Loss  in  artillery  brigade  at  Einston:  Battery  B,  Third  New  YaA 
Artillery,  1  man  wounded }  Battery  F,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  3  men 
wonnded.    Loss  in  horses  qnite  heavy. 

The  Twenty-foorth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Oapt.  Lee,  which 
had  been  ordered,  December  13,  ap  the  main  road  to  a  point  7  miles  from 
Eanston,  encamped  there  with  the  Forty-sixth  Massaehosetts  Yolon- 
teers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  one  piece,  under  Lieutenant  Oady,  was 
sent  up  the  road  with  a  detachment  of  cavalry,  and  opened  on  'the 
enemy,  who  were  behind  intrenchments,  with  two  pieces  of  artillery,  at 
a  point  where  Southwest  Greek  crosses  the  direct  road  to  Kinston.  The 
enemy  retired  after  a  brisk  engagement  of  three-quarters  of  an  hour, 
and  after  the  battle  of  Eanston  the  Twenty-fourth  Battray  rqjoined  our 
main  column,  December  16. 

The  affldr  at  White  Hall,  Tuesday,  December  16,  commenced  about 
9.30  a.  m.  by  a  skirmish  between  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New  York 
Oavalry,  accomx>amed  by  the  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Bat- 
tery, Captain  Bansom,  and  the  enemy's  sharpshooters.  This  skirmish 
lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  after  which  the  cavalry  and  battery  moved 
forward  past  the  enemy's  position.  Shortly  after,  tiie  Seventeenth  Mas* 
sachusetts,  Lientenant-Oolonel  Fellows,  having  engaged  the  enemy, 
Battery  F,  Captain  Jenney,  Third  New  York  i&tillery,  was  posted  on 
the  hill-side  directly  opposite  the  enemy's  works  and  opened  fire.  One 
gun  of  this  battery  burst  at  about  the  twentieth  round. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  Battery  K,  Captain  Angel,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
was  sent  to  the  support  of  Captain  Jenney  and  posted  on  his  right. 
The  right  section  of  Captain  Jenney's  battery,  under  command  of  Lieut. 
J.  F.  Dennis,  was  then  sent  forward  and  posted  on  the  left  of  the  bridge, 
across  the  river.  Battery  £.  Third  New  York  Artillery,  Lieutenant 
Ashby  commanding,  and  Battery  F,  First  Bhode  Island  Artillery,  Cap- 
tain Belger,  were  shortly  afterward  put  in  position  on  the  hill  above 
Batteries  F  and  E,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  and  opened  Aire.  The 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Battery,  Captain  Lee.  was  then  posted  in  the 
swamp  on  the  right  of  our  line.  Battery  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
Lieutenant  Thomas  was  sent  forward  to  the  left  of  the  bridge,  and  a 
section  of  Battery  K,  Third  New  York  ArtOlery,  under  Lieutenant  Mer- 
sereau,  was  also  brought  up  to  that  point.  Battery  H,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  Captain  Biggs,  was  now  placed  at  about  the  center  of  our 
line,  on  the  bank  of  the  river,  and,  together  with  Captain  Belger's  bat- 
tery, which  had  been  posted  on  the  right  of  the  bridge,  opened  upon 
the  enemy  at  a  point-blank  range.  The  action  terminated  a  little  i^i 
12  m.,  the  enemy's  batteries  having  been  completely  silenced. 

I  desire  particularly  to  mention  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieut.  J.  F. 
Dennis,  commanding  the  advanced  section  of  Battery  F,  Third  New 
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York  Artflleiy.  who  maintained  his  position  until  his  ammunition  was 
s^ansted,  under  a  very  severe  fire  from  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
and  worked  at  his  guns  himself  after  a  large  number  of  his  men  had 
been  shot  down. 

The  Twenty-third  New  York  Independent  Battery,  Oaptain  Bansom, 
i^ter  passing  White  Hall  on  the  morning  of  the  16th,  marched  with  the 
cavalry  command  of  Mi^or  Garrard  to  Mount  Olive,  on  the  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  Bailroad,  and  assisted  in  tearing  up  the  railroad  track, 
burning  the  trestle-work,  and  destroying  the  telegraph  at  that  point 
Thence,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th,  mwshed  to  Thompson's  Bridge, 
on  the  Keuse,  9  miles  below  Goldsborou^h.  At  that  point  a  brisk  en- 
gagement ensued,  during  which  two  sections  of  Battel  K,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  Captain  Angel,  came  to  Oaptain  Bansom's  support. 
After  thirty  minutes  the  combined  efforts  of  these  batteries  completely 
silenced  the  enemy's  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery.  About  mid- 
night they  rejoined  the  main  column. 

Loss  in  artiUeiy  brigade  at  White  HaU :  Battery  B,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  3  men  wounded :  Battery  F.  Third  New  York  Artillery,  5 
men  wounded;  Battery  I,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  1  man  wounded; 
Battery  K,  Tlurd  New  York  Artillery,  2  men  killed,  5  men  wounded ; 
Battery  F,  First  Bhode  Island  Artillery.  2  men  killed,  2  men  wounded ; 
Twenty-fourth  New  York  Independent  Battery,  1  man  killed.  Loss  in 
horses  very  heavy. 

About  11  a.  m.  Wednesday,  December  17,  the  skinnishers  of  the 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  mnih  New  Jersey  Volun- 
teers having  engaged  the  enemv.  Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery, 
Captain  Biggs,  was  ordered  to  the  front  and  posted  on  an  elevation  over- 
looking the  railroad  track.  A  few  rounds  of  spherical  case  scattered 
the  enemy,  who  took  refuge  in  the  woods.  Battery  B,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  was  then  brought  into  position  on  the  right  of  and  close  to 
the  r^road  track,  and  opened  upon  the  bridge,  which  was  visible  at 
about  200  yards  distance.  Batteries  £  and  I,  Third  New  York  Artil- 
lery, M%|.  T.  J.  Kennedy  commanding,  now  moved  forward,  opening 
upon  the  railroad  monitor  and  the  enemy's  battery  on  the  other  side  ot 
the  bridge.  The  effect  of  this  concentrated  fire  was  very  destructive. 
The  railroad  bridge,  which  had  been  fired  by  Lieutenant  Graham,  aide- 
dcHsamp  to  Colonel  Heckman,  was  torn  down  in  about  half  an  hour 
and  Uie  enemy's  battery  and  monitor  completely  silenced.  The  bat- 
teries Uien  retired,  Captain  Morrison  taking  position  on  an  elevation 
commanding  the  whole  open  field.  Between  3  and  4  p.  m.,  after  our 
forces,  with  the  exception  of  Colonel  Lee's  brigade,  had  taken  up  the 
line  of  march,  two  regiments  of  the  enemy's  in&ntiy  formed  across  the 
railroad  track,  cheering  and  waving  their  colors,  and  charged  upon 
Captain  Morrison's  battery.  He  opened  upon  them  first  with  spherical 
case  and  then  with  double  canister  with  deadly  effect,  literally  mowing 
them  down.  Belger's  Bhode  Island  battery  was  ordered  up  and  opened 
fire  to  the  left,  where  the  woods  were  lin^  with  rebel  infantry.  The 
enemy  then  opened  a  well-directed  fire  upon  us  from  a  concealed  bat- 
tery. Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  Captain  Biggs,  was  or- 
dered to  the  support  of  Captain  Belger  and  posted  on  his  left,  opi>osite 
the  enemy's  right  fiank.  After  an  hour's  vigorous  cannonading  the 
enemy's  fire,  both  of  musketry  and  artillery,  was  completely  silenced 
by  Captains  Belger  and  Biggs,  and,  as  night  was  closing  in,  orders  were 
R^ved  to  retire,  which  was  done  in  the  best  order.  One  section  of 
Batteiy  H,  under  Lieutenant  Clark,  was  left  with  the  rear  gnard. 
loss  in  artillery  brigade  at  Goldsborough :  Battery  B,  Third  New 
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York  Artilleiy,  2  men  wounded ;  Battery  E,  Thixd  New  York  Artflleiy, 
1  man  wonnded;  Battery  F,  First  Bhode  Island  Light  Artillery,  3  men 
woonded.    Lobs  in  horses  slight. 

The  officers  of  the  yarions  batteries,  without  exception,  handled  their 
commands  with  coolness  and  skiU,  and  when  all  did  so  well  it  is  diffl- 
onlt  to  particularize. 

I  desire  to  mention  Majors  Stone  and  Kennedy,  who  commanded  the 
reserve  artillery,  for  the  prompt  manner  in  which  they  brought  their 
batteries  into  action,  and  the  efficiency  with  which  they  were  served ; 
also  the  members  of  my  personal  stfldf,  Lieut.  Alexander*  H.  Davis, 
Lieut  B.  P.  Peters,  and  Chaplain  William  Hart,  volunteer  aides-de- 
camp, who  were  constantly  under  fire  during  the  engagements,  for  the 
promptness  displayed  by  them  in  performing  the  various  duties  assigned 
them.  Lieut.  Frederick  W.  Prince,  acting  brigade  quartermaster,  was 
also  inde&tigable  in  his  exertions. 

JAMES  H.  LBDLIB, 
OoLj  Camdg.  AHy.  Brig,  and  Okitf  of  Aftjf.^  Ikpi.  of  K.  O. 

M%j.  SoTTTiiABD  Hoffman, 

AuL  A4ft  Qen.j  DeparkimU  of  North  OmroUma. 


liTo.  & 


Report  of  Oapt.  Bdwin  8.  Jmneg^  ^^^  ^^  Third  Now  Torh  Light  Ar- 
tiUerg^ofmg€igement8atKiii9tonand  WhUe  RaUj  DooemberUomd  U. 

Hdqbs.  Batteby  F,  Third  Nbw  Yobk  Vol.  Abtillsbt, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  December  21, 1802. 

GoLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
order  my  battery  joined  the  First  Brigade,  commanded  by  Colonel 
Amory.  and  marched  from  New  Berne  Thnrsaay,  the  11th  instant.  Chi 
the  14tn  instant  we  arrived  within  2  miles  of  Einston,  without  anything 
occurring  except  the  usual  casualties  of  a  march  in  an  enemy's  country. 
By  your  order  my  battery  then  came  into  battery  in  an  opening  on  the 
left  of  the  road  for  the  purpose  of  shelling  Einston.  After  expending 
about  120  rounds  of  ammunition  I  ceased  firing,  by  order  of  Major-Oen- 
eral  Foster,  and  sent  my  left  section,  commanded  by  Lieutenaut  Birch- 
me3'er,  to  support  Colonel  Ueckman's  position,  on  our  right  llauk,  and, 
by  your  order,  posted  my  other  two  sections  about  half  a  mile  nearer 
I^nston,  in  a  field  on  the  righthand  side  the  road.  Lieutenant Birch- 
meyei^s  position  was  about  Sm)  yards  in  front  of  the  rebel  battery,  which 
was  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  and  which  was  defended  \tj 
breastworks,  the  river  and  an  open  field  being  between.  He  held  this 
position  alone,  and  did  fine  execution,  until  his  frise-shells  were  ex- 
pended, when  the  rest  of  my  battery,  by  your  order  proceeded  into 
the  same  position.  After  shelling  the  rebel  battery  for  a  short  time 
the  enemy  retreated  from  that  place,  and  Colonel  Heckman  commenced 
a  flank  movement  toward  the  bridge. 

The  infantry  marched  directly  across  the  field,  while  my  battery,  by 
order  of  Colonel  Amory.  crossed  to  the  left,  nearer  the  bridge,  and 
commenced  a  vigorous  fire  of  canister  and  shell  upon  the  retreating 
enemy.  About  four  rounds  had  been  discharged  when  I  observed  the 
lebels  were  firing  the  bridge.  I  immediately  moved  my  battery  to  the 
end  of  the  bridge,  arriving  there  before  any  other  troops— by  th'js  move- 
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meat  catting  off  the  retreat. of  Bomo  of  the  enemy,  who  were  yet  apou 
thia  side  of  the  river.  Lieatenant  Birchmeyer,  oommandin^  left  section, 
and  First  Sergeant  Van  Hensen,  commanding  center  section,  brought 
forward  their  cannoneers  with  watering  backets,  and,  assisted  by  a 
Tery  few  volnnteers  from  the  Tenth  Connecticnt,  extingaished  the  fire 
upon  the  bridge,  Lieatenant  Dennis  supporting  them  by  a  rapid  fire  of 
canister  from  his  section.  My  loss  at  this  place  was  as  follows :  Three 
men  wounded — James  H.  Dunlap,  guidon,  in  the  thigh ;  Alexander  Ful- 
lerton,  corporal,  in  the  arm ;  Charles  Baughman,  private,  in  the  breast ; 
and  5  horses  killed. 

We  encamped  in  Kinston,  and  the  next  morning  we  resumed  our 
march.  In  the  afternoon  Lieutenant  Dennis,  with  his  section,  was  or- 
dered forward  with  the  cavalry  to  White  Hall,  where  he  opened  fire 
upon  a  rebel  gunboat  in  process  of  construction  and  succeeded  in  par- 
tially destroying  it,  when  he  returned  to  the  battery,  which  was  en- 
camped with  the  division. 

On  the  16tii  instant  we  resamed  the  march,  my  battery  being  in  the 
advance.  When  near  White  HaU  I  was  ordered  toTWsrd  and  opened 
fire  uiK>n  a  rebel  battery,  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river, 
about  1,000  yards  distant.  My  right  section  was  posted  upon  the  bank 
of  the  river,  where  the  bridge  had  been  burned,  about  200  yards  distant 
firom  the  enemy's  battery.  I  kept  up  a  continuous  fire  until  my  ammu- 
nition was  exhausted,  when  I  retired  by  your  order.  During  the  hot- 
test of  the  fire  one  of  my  guns  burst,  iiguring  no  one. 

My  losses  at  this  place  are  as  follows :  Six  men  wounded  and  8  horses 
killed.* 

Immediately  after  the  engagement  we  moved  on  with  the  column. 

Our  ammunition  being  exhausted  we  did  not  i^artidpate  in  the  en- 
gagement near  Goldsborough. 

We  arrived  at  our  camp  on  the  20th  instant. 

My  total  casualties  are  as  follows :  Nine  men  wounded :  13  horses 
kiUed. 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  First 
Sergt.  Stephen  Van  Heusen,  who  commanded  my  center  section,  and 
behaved  gallantly  both  at  Kinston  and  White  Hall.  I  beg  leave  to 
recommend  him  for  promotion  to  a  lieutenancy.  My  non-commissioned 
officers  and  privates  fought  bravely,  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  dis- 
criminate between  them. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

BDW15  8.  JBNNBY, 
Captain,  dmdg.  Battery  F^  Third  New  York  Vol  ArtiUery. 

Col.  Jamss  H.  Lbdlib, 

Oommmulimg  ArtiUery  Brigade. 


Na  6. 


Reporte  of  Maj,  Charles  Fitz  Simmons,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of 

operations  December  15  O/nd  17. 

CoLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  rei)ort  that  on  the  morning  of  the  15tL 
instant  I  proceeded  along  the  Ooldsborough  road  from  Kinston  with 

*  Nominal  loss  omitted.    Gnaaaltles  embodied  in  reyised  statement,  p.  60. 
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Oompanies  B,  B,  and  H,  and  one  of  AlUs'  mountain  howiteera,  all  of  this 
regiment.  My  infttnictions  were  to  simply  make  a  feint  toward  Golds- 
borongh  and  to  capture  any  of  the  stragglers  that  might  be  foond.  I  was 
also  cautioned  not  to  delay  any  longer  than  it  was  necessary  to  allow  the 
main  column  to  recross  the  bridge  at  Kinston ;  then  to  countermarch  and 
act  as  rear  guard.  After  going  6  miles  my  advance,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant  Greig,  Company  H,  came  up  witii  12  mounted  vedettes  of 
the  enemy.  After  a  brisk  chase  of  3  miles  they  got  away :  not,  however, 
before  one  of  them  was  wounded  by  the  lieutenant  Aoout  800  yards 
distant  from  the  spot  where  I  concluded  the  fiEurther  chase  to  be  fruit- 
less I  imagined  I  heard  the  noise  of  an  engine;  and,  as  I  thought  the 
feint  would  be  more  effective  if  cannon  shots  were  fired,  I  ordered  the 
howitzer  in  position  and  fired  five  rounds  of  spherical  case-shot.  After 
the  third  discharge  the  engine  whistled  and  went  toward  Goldsborongh. 
I  sent  some  men  forward,  under  Captain  Willson,  of  Company  H,  to  re> 
connoiter.  They  took  2  prisoners,  South  Carolinians,  who  refused  to 
give  any  information  further  than  that  the  train  came  down  from  Golds- 
borough  that  morning  with  troops,  and  had  retired  upon  finding  us  ad- 
vancing. 

I  returned  to  Kinston  without  further  casualties  and  Joined  the  main 
column. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

CHAS.  FITZ  SIMMONS, 
Major ^  Third  New  Yinlc  Cavalry, 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Mix, 

Oammanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 


Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  17,  instant, 
I  was  detached  from  the  main  column  of  General  Foster's  army,  then  an 
rawte  to  Goldsborongh  Bridge,  with  Company  B,  Captain  Moscnell,  and 
Company  C,  Lieutenant  Mayes,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  rail- 
road at  Dudley  Station,  a  point  5  miles  distant  firom  Goldsborongh 
Bridge,  on  the  Goldsborongh  and  Wilmington  Railroad.  Upon  enter- 
ing the  town  the  enemy's  pickets,  some  20  in  number,  scattered  right 
and  left  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Olive  and  Goldsborongh.  I  in  pur- 
suance of  orders  proceeded  to  tear  up  the  track,  destroying  the  rails 
by  piling  up  and  interspersing  them  with  dry  lumber  found  at  the  sta> 
tion.  I  also  burned  two  trestle-work  culverts,  a  train  of  four  railroad 
cars,  water-station,  depot,  and  storehouse.  In  the  storehouse  were  some 
50  muskets  and  10  sabers,  of  no  great  value,  and  having  no  means  of 
transportation  I  threw  them  into  the  fiames.  With  the  arms  was  a  rebel 
flag,  <<the  Stars  and  Bars,"  which  I  took  away  with  me. 

Having  remained  at  Dudley  two  hours,  to  be  sure  that  no  attempt 
which  might  be  made  to  save  the  railroad  would  be  successful,  I  re- 
turned by  a  short  cut  to  the  main  column,  which  I  found  engaged  with 
the  enemy  at  Goldsborongh  Bridge. 

All  of  which  is  respectfolly  submitted. 

CHAS.  FITZ  SIMMONS, 

Major  J  Third  Neio  York  Cavahy, 
Iiieut.  Col.  John  Mix, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 
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BiporU  of  Mai.  J^tka  Oarrardj  Third  New  York  Oatdlryj  o/op0raU4mi 

Deamber  15-17. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  firom 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  I  took  three  companies  of  the  Third  New  York 
Gayalry  and  one  section  of  Jenney's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery 
on  the  evening  of  December  15  and  marched  to  White  Hall,  on  the 
Neose  Biver.  No  enemy  was  fonnd  on  the  soath  side  of  the  river. 
The  artillery  threw  eight  or  ten  shells  into  a  skeleton  gunboat  on  the 
opposite  side.  Private  Bntler,  of  Company  0,  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
Yolonteered  to  swim  the  river  and  set  fire  to  the  boat  He  did  swim 
over,  though  shot  at  three  times,  and  returned  safely.  The  command 
then  marched  to  camp. 
Very  respectfully, 

JEPTHA  GARRARD, 
Major  J  Third  New  York  OamUr^, 
Lieut  Col.  John  Mix. 

Oawimamdmg  Third  New  Jerk  Oa/valry, 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  firom 
Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  I  marched,  on  December  16,  with  two  guns  of 
Ransom's  battery  Twenty-third  New  York  Artillery  and  five  companies 
of  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  to  Mount  Olive  Station,  on  the  Golds- 
borough  and  Wilmington  Rc^road,  14  miles  below  Gk>ldsborough.  The 
railrofid  was  destroyed  at  this  point  for  about  1  mile.  Four  miles  be- 
yond this  point,  toward  Wilmington,  a  bridge  over  the  Goshen  Swamp 
was  destroyed,  and  between  Mount  Olive  Station  and  this  bridge  the 
road  was  torn  up  and  burned  in  five  places. 

The  object  of  the  march  being  fully  accomplished  the  command  re- 
turned to  camp. 

Very  respectfiiUy, 

JB1>THA  GARRARD, 
Ma^j  Third  New  Yerh  OofioLry. 
lieut.  Col.  John  Mix. 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Oa/valry. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  17,  in  obedience 
to  orders  from  Maj.  Geu.  J.  G.  Foster,  1  marched,  with  four  companies 
Third  New  York  Cavalry  and  two  guns  of  Ransom's  battery  Twenty- 
third  New  York  Artillery,  to  Thompson's  Bridge  to  bum  said  bridge. 
The  bridge  was  found  to  oe  already  burned  by  the  enemy.  The  enemy 
was  found  to  be  in  force  (artillery  and  infantry)  on  the  opposite  side. 
Reinforcements  of  four  guns  of  Angel's  battery  Third  New  York  Ar- 
tillery and  Forty-third  Regiment  Massachusetts,  Colonel  Holbrook,  were 
sent  to  hold  the  place  until  further  orders. 

At  8  o'clock  next  morning  the  command  r^oined  the  army. 

I  wish  to  mention  Captain  Jacobs,  Company  B,  Third  New  York 
Gaval^  for  good  conduct  in  charging  down  to  tiie  bridge  under  fira 
Very  respectfWly, 

JEPTHA  GARRARD, 
If q^.  Third  New  York  CamaHry. 

Lieut  CoL  John  Mdl 
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No.  a 

Ei^^U  of  Capt,  John  F,  Moichellj  Third  New  York  CawUrjfj  qf  opera- 

tion8  Deeemb&r  11-16. 

Hdqrs.  Gompant  B,  Third  New  York  Gayalrt, 

New  Bemcj  N.  0.,  December  20, 1862. 

Colonel:  On  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant  I,  in  command  of 
Gompanies  A  and  B,  of  the  Third  New  York  Gavalry,  aa  the  advanoe 
goard,  proceeded  on  the  T^nt  road  as  far  as  the  Deep  Gnlly  (some  9 
miles)  and  halted  for  further  orders.  Orders  coming,  I  went  on  some 
5  or  6  miles  farther,  capturing  one  of  the  enemy's  pickets  witbont  firing 
a  shot,  and  fonnd  the  road  so  blockaded  as  to  impede  the  iiarther  ad- 
vance of  the  column  until  the  obstructions  were  removed.  Sending 
Lieutenant  Ghamberlin  and  30  men  of  Company  A,  dismounted,  in  the 
woods  as  skirmishers  they  captured  a  man  and  horse  of  the  enemy. 

While  waiting  to  have  the  pioneers  remove  the  obstructions  we  were 
sent,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mix,  to  make  a  leconnaiB- 
sance  to  the  left  of  the  main  road  about  a  mUe.  Betnming  we  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  I  proceeded  on  the  main  road  as  fiir  as 
the  junction  of  the  Kinston  road,  where  Companies  B  and  K,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  and  two  companies  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  ftnrmed 
the  advance  guard.  We  proceeded  on  the  Einston  road  some  3  miles 
and  encountered  a  force  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  about  100  strong,  as  tke 
prisoners  reported.  I  charged  on  them  with  Company  B  for  about  1} 
miles,  when,  coming  upon  an  ambush  of  some  160  infuitry  behind  a 
ditch  and  rail  fence  in  the  pine  wood,  I  ordered  a  retreat,  and  rallied 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  this  side  of  the  ambush,  at  the  comer  of  a  road 
leading  to  a  house  on  the  right  of  the  road. 

I  fonnd  2  men  wounded — ^Private  Butler,  slightly  in  the  thigh  with 
buck-shot'  (snbsequently  cut  out  by  Surgeons  Palmer  and  Douglas), 
and  Private  Kingsley^  severely  wounded  in  the  thigh  with  a  musket- 
ball — and  4  men  missing,  viz.  Privates  Brightman^  Coon,  Gk)odspeed 
(wounded),  and  Hart,  said  Butler's  horse  hehig  killed  and  9  horses 
missing.  The  cause  of  so  many  horses  missing  was  a  deep  ditch  filled 
with  water,  where  the  horses  fell,  throwing  their  riders,  and  recovering 
ran  away  into  the  enemy's  lines. 

We  captured  1  lieutenant,  9  men,  and  2  horses.  We  also  killed  1  cap- 
tain and  4  men,  wounding  1  colonel  (Baker)  and  several  men. 

Great  credit  is  due  to  both  officers  and  men,  who  showed  personal 
bravery  and  efficiency  in  the  charge.  I  cannot  close  this  report  with- 
out particular  mention  of  Lieutenant  Ebbs ;  also  First  Sergt  William 
B.  Shearer  and  Corporal  Kent  and  Farrier  Allen.  The  sword  of  First 
Sergeant  Shearer  did  not  return  to  its  sheath  without  vengeance  on 
the  enemy,  as  their  arms  and  heads  plainly  show. 
1  have  the  honor,  &c., 

JNO.  F.  MOSOHELL, 
Captain^ 

Col.  John  Mrs, 

Commanding  Third  New  York  Oofedhry. 


On  the  morning  of  the  13th  1  was  sent  with  Company  B,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  on  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Einston  and  Trent  road, 
where  it  branches  offi,  some  9  miles  from  Kinston.    I  proceeded  about 
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2  milea  and  came  acrosff  4  moanted  pickets  at  a  form  or  planiatioii 
liouee.  My  vedettes  flred  upon  them  and  sacoeeded  in  capturing  a  car- 
bine and  8ad<Ue,  bat  the  men  and  horses  escaped  across  the  field  to  the 
woods.  I  oontinned  on  tins  road  some  3  miles  and  came  in  sight  of  1 
moanted  and  2  foot  pickets.  The  vedettes  flred  at  them,  one  rnnning 
one  way,  the  other  two  the  other  way.  Oontinning  on  a  mile  Ikrther 
we  came  npon  sevenil  pickets  at  a  bridge  about  3  miles  from  Kinston. 
Th^  fired  upon  my  vedettes,  who  returned  the  fire. 

Owing  to  limited  instructions  I  returned  the  same  road  and  joined 
the  main  column  at  the  church,  some  6  miles  south  of  E^inston. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  F.  MOSOHBLL. 


No.  9. 


Rtport  of  Gflpt  Nmrtom  HM^  TkMl  New  York  fknookr^  4tf  opormHomi 

December  12^U. 

8iB :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  afternoon  of  December 
12 1  was  ordered  by  M«or*G^eral  Foster,  in  command  of  the  forces 
then  marching  against  Kinston,  to  take  thi^  companies  of  the  Third 
Hew  York  Oavahry,  vi£,  Gompanies  A,  D,  and  6,  with  one  piece  of 
UeotenaBt  Allis'  section  of  artillery,  under  his  (Lieutenant  Allis')  com- 
mand, and  march  forwaid  on  the  direct  road  to  Kinston,  fueling  the 
enemy  and  making  as  strong  a  demonstration  as  possible  with  my 
command.  I  was  also  ordered  to  retire  after  having  made  this  demon- 
stration, to  buUd  large  camp  fires  for  the  night,  and  hold  the  road  until 
commanded  to  retire.  I  immediately  moved  forward,  throwing  a  platoon 
of  Oompany  A,  under  command  (Mf  Lieutenant  Ohamberlin,  armed  with 
carbines,  in  front  of  the  column,  with  orders  to  proceed  cautiously  and 
give  immediate  notioe  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  Proceeding  in 
this  manner  about  2  mOes  our  advance  came  upon  two  cavalry  vedettes, 
dismounted,  with  their  horses  saddled,  but  unbridled,  and  tied  near  the 
road.  We  were  so  close  upon  them  that  they  were  unable  to  mount, 
and  started  off  across  the  field  for  the  wood  on  foot.  A  shot  from  a 
carbine  caused  them  to  halt  and  they  were  taken  prisoners.  We  again 
moved  forward,  and,  having  gained  the  information  that  part  of  a  com- 
pany of  in&ntry  was  statiomd  at  a  large  white  house  within  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  of  the  rebel  forces  encamped  at  Wise^s  Gross-Boads, 
I  determined  if  possible  to  surprise  them.  Moving  with  even  greater 
caution  than  before,  we  had  advanced,  as  I  Judge,  nearly  half  Sie  dis- 
tance when  our  advance  came  unexpectedly  upon  two  mounted  pickets, 
and,  charging  forward  upon  the  instant,  captured  them  without  noise 
or  ahmn.  Scunding  them  to  the  rear  we  again  advanced,  and  when  witiiin 
about  a  mile  of  the  main  guard  we  came  upon  an  infJEintry  picket,  and, 
learning  from  him  the  distance  to  tiie  house,  charged  in  a  body.  As 
our  advance  approached  the  rebel  station  the  rebels  rushed  in  alarm 
and  confusion  from  the  house,  and  as  they  endeavored  to  get  into  line 
flred  a  few  shots  at  us,  when,  unable  to  withstand  our  onset,  they  fled. 

The  skirmish  here  lasted  but  a  few  minutes,  our  men  using  their  car- 
bines and  revolvers  iSceely,  leaving,  as  was  subsequently  ascertained,  13 
dead  and  dying  rebels  upon  the  ground  and  taldng  11  prisoners,  be- 
tides those  previously  captured,  among  Irhom  was  1  commissioned  offl- 
eer.  The  man  killed  and  11  of  the  prisoners  taken  belong  to  the  Twenty- 
ssoond  Soath  Oandina  Begiment ;  the  others  were  a  part  of  Mtior 
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Kethercatt^B  command.  After  I  had  aecared  the  priaoneni  I  ordered  the 
house  to  be  set  on  firOi  which  was  done^  and,  firing  a  slell  from  the 
howitzer  as  a  parting  salate,  I  slowly  retired  2  or  3  miles,  boilt  large 
camp  fires,  posted  a  strong  gnard,  and  encamped  for  the  night,  keeping 
the  horses  saddled  and  ready  to  mount  at  an  instant's  notice. 

There  was  no  alarm  during  the  night,  nor  at  any  subsequent  time 
while  I  remained  on  the  road,  which  I  did,  having  no  order  to  retire, 
until  the  15th,  when  I  moved  up  to  Kinston  Bridge,  and,  learning  there 
that  messengers  had  been  sent  for  me^  proceeded  with  my  command  to 
within  4  miles  of  White  Hall,  where  I  encamped  for  the  night. 

The  next  morning  as  the  command  was  passing  White  Hall  it  was 
fired  upon  by  the  rebel  sharpshooters  from  the  other  side  of  the  river. 
I  immediately  ordered  forwsoxl  the  howitzer,  under  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Allis,  who  opened  upon  them  with  shell  and  canister.  After 
three  rounds  were  received  by  them  they  ceased  firing  and  we  passed 
without  further  molestation,  joining  the  main  column  tSe  evening  of  the 
same  day  near  Gk>ldsborough,  not  having  lost  a  man  killed,  wounded, 
or  missing. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  the  prisoners  taken,  to  the  number  of  20, 
were  turned  over  to  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Regiment,  then  acting 
as  rear  guard,  previous  to  our  leaving  the  Kinston  road.  This  number, 
however,  did  not  include  3  who  were  subsequently  taken,  among  whom 
was  a  sergeant  of  M%jor  Ketheroutt^s  band,  and  were  paroled  at  Kinston 
on  our  return,  making  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  captored  by  ua 
while  absent  m>m  your  command  23. 

While  finding  nothing  to  censure  and  much  to  praise  in  the  conduct 
of  every  officer  and  soldier  of  the  command.  I  cannot  but  think  that 
the  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Ghamberlin  and  Sergeant  Beecher,  of  Oom- 
pany  A,  who  were  in  charge  of  the  first  platoon  in  the  attack  upon  the 
rebel  pickets,  deserves  especial  commendation.  Much  of  the  success  at- 
tending the  attack  can  be  attributed  to  the  soldierly  qualities  and  good 
conduct  displayed  by  them. 

I  must  not  neglect  to  mention  Lieutenant  Allis  and  his  howitzer, 
which  was  always  ready  when  wanted,  and  did  us  good  servioe  at 
White  HalL 

I  might  mention  others,  but  when  I  say  thai  the  conduct  of  all  would. 
I  think,  have  fhlly  met  your  expectations  and  merited  your  approval  if 
you  had  been  present,  I  have  said  enough. 

I  am,  colonel,  veiy  respectlkdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  HALL, 
OapiaiU^  TMrd  New  York  OwOry. 

Lieut  OoL  John  Mix. 


No.  10. 


Rtl^  of  Oapi.  Ferrit  Jaeobi^jr^  ThML  New  York  OoMlfy,  ofeperatian$ 

December  IB  and  U. 

Nbw  Bbbne,  K  G.,  December  21, 1862. 

CoLONXL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
instant,  pursuant  to  an  order  from  M^jor-General  Foster,  I  proceeded 
with  my  command,  of  less  than  50  men,  on  the  road  to  the  right  of  my 
camp  until  it  intersected  a  road  leading  into  the  main  highway  firom 
New  Berne  to  Kinston  about  1^  miles  firom  the  point  of  intersection. 
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Afloertaining  a  few  minates  after  my  arrival  that  a  rqnadron  of  cav- 
airy  bad  passed  down  the  road  towaid  New  Berne  aboat  one  hour  be- 
fore,  I  immediately  dismounted  my  command  and  iioAted  it,  so  as  to  cat 
off  the  retreat  of  the  enemy,  and  sent  a  messenger  to  Gleneral  Fostei 
with  the  intelligence.  He  retamed  with  a  piece  from  Belger's  battery 
and  permission  to  remain  as  long  as  I  thought  uecessarv.  1  had  also 
heen  told  by  a  contraband  here  that  the  enemy  had  directed  him  to 
draw  a  load  of  com  into  Einston  for  them,  threatening  to  kill  him  on 
their  return  if  he  did  not  do  it  He  was  about  to  do  so  when  I  came  on 
the  ground* 

After  lying  perdu  for  one  and  a  half  hours  I  took  a  small  party  and 
reoonnoitored  in  the  direction  of  Kinston,  and  after  proceeding  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  found  a  bridge  in  the  midst  of  an  almost  im- 
penetrable swamp  and  broken  down,  the  stringers  being  cut  oflEl  Very 
naturally  concluding  that  no  cavalry  force  would  attempt  to  return  to 
Kinston  on  that  roi^  I  returned  to  camp  and  reported  as  above  to  the 
general  and  yourself. 

The  next  morning  (14th  instant),  upon  a  written  order  firom  General 
Foster  to  again  proceed  to  the  above-mentioned  intersection  and  **hold 
and  occupy  the  place,"  with  verbal  permission  to  skirmish  across  the 
broken  bridge  if  I  found  my  force  sufficient,  I  proceeded  with  my  com- 
mand of  the  day  previous,  and  one  piece  (3  inch  Parrott>)  from  Gaptain 
Lee^s  battery,  under  Lieutenant  Gady,  to  the  intersection,  posted  t^e 
piece  on  a  knoll  about  one-half  mile  from  and  overlooking  the  broken 
bridge  and  a  breastwork  and  rifle-pits,  which  I  had  found  lay  behind 
the  bridge  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  run,  and  went  forward  with  30 
cavalry  to  the  i>oint  where  the  road  enters  the  wood,  and  about  40  rods 
from  the  intrenchment  The  skirmishers  then  went  forward,  under  Lieu- 
tenant Richardson,  through  the  morass  to  the  run  and  engaged  the  en- 
emy's skirmishers  on  the  other  side.  The  range  was  short,  a  few  yards, 
and  Lieutenant  Richardson  reported  it  to  have  been  quite  effective.  I 
then  (near  noon)  opened  fire  with  the  piece  from  the  knoll,  and  continued 
to  Hirow  shell  into  the  intrenchment,  at  short  intervals,  for  about  two 
hours;  but  finding  that  the  enemy  was  too  welt  sheltered  to  be  materi- 
ally damaged  a^  &at  distance  1  moved  the  piece  up  to  the  edge  of  the 
wood  and  opened  fire  with  grape  and  canister  at  a  range  of  less  than  40 
rods.  About  40  cavalry  (mounted)  were  drawn  up  in  line  in  advance 
and  to  the  right  of  the  piece,  bat  sheltered  by  the  wood  and  a  slight 
acclivity.  To  this  the  enemy  (who  up  to  this  time  had  only  engaged 
the  skirmishers)  replied  from  the  intrenchment  with  grape  and  canister. 
After  exchanging  12  or  15  shots  a  few  of  the  enemy's  infantry  appeared 
about  t^e  bridge  as  though  preparing  a  crossing,  and  fearing  a  sudden 
chaige  of  a  superior  force  on  my  feebly-supported  piece,  I  ceased  firing 
and  sent  the  piece  back  to  the  eminence  it  before  occupied.  Very  soon 
tiie  sldrmishers  reported  that  they  had  crossed  the  run  into  the  intrench- 
ment, found  that  the  enemy  had  withdrawn,  leaving  behind  a  number 
of  muskets  (Valley  Forge  pattern),  haversacks,  knapsacks,  &c. 

Previous  to  this  I  had  sent  Lieutenant  Richardson  to  bum  a  bridge 
half  a  mile  up  the  run  and  on  our  right  flank.  This  he  did  witliout  op- 
positik>n.  Gaptain  Lee.  of  the  artillery,  having  arrived,  togetJiier  wi& 
two  companies  of  the  fifth  Massachusetts,  upon  consultation  with  him 
it  was  concluded,  fh>m  the  sound  of  the  musketry,  that  General  Foster 
Ittd  advanced  and  was  at  or  near  the  Kinston  Bridge.  Gaptain  Lee 
repaired  the  bridge,  with  the  assistance  of  the  infi^ntry  and  without 
tools,  in  an  almost  incredibly  short  time.  Gautiously  advandng  about 
ODe-morCh  of  a  mile  and  no  enemy  being  seen  I  gave  Sergeant  Gibbs, 
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•f  Ck>mpany  E,  i^ermiasion  to  dash  on  with  5  men  ontil  he  either  en- 
ooonteied  the  enemy  or  ran  on  the  Federal  pickets.  In  leae  than  hali 
an  hour  he  rotamed  with  the  intelligence  that  he  met  the  Federal 
pickets  abont  1  mile  i^m  the  bridge  we  had  jnst  crosaed  and  in  sight 
of  the  town. 

The  citizens  estimated  the  force  of  the  enemy  at  1,200  infantry  and 
fonr  pieces  of  artillery,  and  their  loss  at  6  or  7  killed  and  wounded. 
Five  prisoners  were  captared,  4  from  the  infEmtry,  who  said  their  regi* 
ment  was  the  Twenty-fifth  South  Carolina,  numbering  860  men,  and 
that  they  lost  but  1  man.  One  said  he  belonged  to  Bhett^s  South 
Carolina  Battery,  and  that  they  had  four  pieces  at  the  biidge  but  could 
only  get  two  in  position.  The  prisoners  also  stated  that  tiieir  officers 
variously  estimated  our  forces  to  be  firom  5,000  to  10,000  at  that  plaee. 

All  of  whidi  is  respectftilly  submitted. 

F.  JACOBS,  Jb., 
fTjipfflin,  c/oMflkHMUiitf  2MadbMMil. 

Lieut.  Col.  John  Mix. 

(kmmamding  TkMSew  York  OmMikrg. 


No.  IL 


Bppart  of  Oopt.  George  W.  OolOj  Third  New  Yeirk  O^iealrfj  of  opermHome 

Dtfomater  12-10. 

Sm :  Having  been  ordered  to  take  the  advance  on  the  morning  of 
December  12,  nothing  of  importance  occurred  to  my  command  till  on  the 
morning  of  the  13th,  when  1  was  ordered  to  make  a  charge  via  Sandy 
Foundation  and  obtain  a  bridge  on  Southwest  Creek,  about  5  miles 
from  Kinston,  to  prevent  the  destruction  of  it  and  hold  the  position  if 
possible.  This  1  proceeded  to  do,  capturing  three  pickets  and  thus 
surprising  the  rebels  destroying  the  bridge,  and  by  dismounting  12  of 
my  men  and  advancing  under  partial  cover  obtained  the  first  volley, 
but  received  in  return  a  shower  of  canister  from  a  gun  phiced  back  of 
the  bridge^  and  musketry,  which  severely  wounded  Jack  CosteUo,  of 
Philadelphia  (canister-shot  through  the  head).  We  sucqeeded  by  rapid 
sharpshooting  in  keeping  them  from  the  bridge  and  gun  (which  as 
often  as  they  endeavored  to  load  we  would  pick  them  off)  for  over  au 
hour,  till  relieved  by  the  skirmishers  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Begi- 
ment 

After  the  bridge  was  repaired  General  Wessells  ordered  me  to  report 
to  Colonel  Heckman,  who  ordered  me  to  feel  of  the  enemy.  On  ad- 
vancing we  were  fired  into  by  concealed  enemies  in  force,  and  B.  F. 
Chapman,  of  Syracuse^  was  severely  wounded  by  a  rifle-ball  in  the 
Uiigb.  After  sharp  skirmishing  the  rel>els  fell  back  and  we  encamped 
on  the  field,  advancing  with  the  company  of  skirmishers  in  the  morn- 
ing, and,  wniJe  the  battle  was  raging,  frequently  changing  position  to 
the  right  and  left,  as  the  enemy's  battories  got  our  range,  tUl  ordered  by 
General  Foster  to  make  a  detour  to  onr  right,  capturing  4  prisoners, 
and,  endeavoring  to  cross  the  bridge  to  make  a  charge  in  Uie  rear  of  the 
flying  column,  I  was  ordered  by  you  to  return  and  charge  up  the  river. 
I  did  as  far  as  the  ground  permitted,  and,  as  there  was  no  appearance 
of  any  enemy  or  tracks,  returned  and  crossed  the  bridge,  b^ng  then 
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ordered  to  make  a  reoonnaissaQoe  down  the  river  and  obtain  informa- 
tion of  a  battery.  Aboat  3  miles  from  town  we  fonnd  a  battery  wa^o 
JQSt  deserted,  and  pushing  on  deployed  as  foragers,  after  ezaminmg 
the  position,  and  charged  aoross  the  nfle-pits  and  through  their  works, 
flnding  in  the  first  works  extenslTe  barracks  and  a  secure  work  con- 
taining four  10-pounder  guns  loaded,  with  limbers,  and  one  long  32- 
pounder  ship-gun.  A  tew  hundred  yards  down  we  found  a  strong 
bomb-proof  and  earthworks,  on  which  was  an  8-inch  columbiad,  still 
warm,  with  lots  of  loaded  shell,  but  no  powder  in  magaeine.  Throwing 
out  skirmishers  I  hastened  to  spike  the  two  heavy  guns  and  to  gallop 
to  town  for  teams  to  draw  off  the  lO-pounders,  and,  obtaining  these, 
drew  off  in  the  night  the  four  guns,  securely  spiking  the  other  two  and 
setting  on  fire  the  carriages,  magasine,  barracks,  &c,  slowly  covering 
the  retreat  to  Ejnston  of  the  teims  and  guns,  starting  in  the  morning 
of  the  15th  for  New  Berne  with  seven  guns,  by  order  of  General  Foster. 
After  proceeding  some  6  miles  on  the  Neuse  road  my  advance  guiod 
observed  a  party  of  the  enemy  on  a  cross-road,  and  charging  down  with 
a  platoon  I  took  7  prisoners  from  a  Soulii  Oarolina  and  1  ftom  a  NorUi 
Carolina  Begiment,  arriving  safely  in  New  Berne  with  guns  and  pris- 
oners December  16,  turning  over  guns  to  Lieutenant  Prouty  and  pris- 
oners to  Gapt^n  Messinger. 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  above  report 
Bespectfiilly,  &c., 

GEO.  W.  OOLB, 
Captain  Oompan/ff  K^  Third  Nmc  York  Oamal/rjf. 

Lieut.  OoL  John  Mix. 


No.  lis. 


R^ort  of  CoL  Thamoi  J.  0,  Amory^  SefoenUentk  MtUHtchwetti  Iijfimirjfj 
commanding  Firnt  Brigade^  First  DiviHony  of  engagements  at  Kimstanj 
White  HaUy  and  Ooldsborough  Bridge^  December  14, 16,  and  17. 

Hdqbb.  FmsT  Bbio.,  Fibbt  Div.,  Dept.  of  N.  G., 

Neio  Berne,  N.  0.,  December  21, 1862. 

Major:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  brigade  under  my  command  in  the  several  actions  of  the 
Uth,  16th,  and  17th  instant: 

The  First  Brigade,  consisting  of  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty -third.  Forty- 
third,  Forty-fifth,  and  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Regiments  (the  last  three 
being  nine  months'  volunteers),  marched  from  New  Berne,  with  the  army 
under  Miyor-Oeneral  Foster,  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  instant.  The 
brigade  numbered  at  this  time  nearly  3,500  men.  Of  these,  about  100 
were  sent  back  on  our  second  day  out,  being  mostly  convalescents  from 
hospital  who  were  found  unfit  to  continue  the  march. 

On  our  arrival  at  Southwest  Greek  on  the  13th  I  was  ordered  to  form 
my  brigade  in  two  lines  on  the  left  of  the  road,  detaching  one  regiment 
to  line  the  bank  of  the  creek,  the  passage  or  which  was  disputed  by 
the  enemy.  1  sent  fbrward  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetto,  which 
crossed  at  the  mill-dam,  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed;  this  regi- 
ment remained  on  the  opposite  bank,  and  reioined  my  command  on  t£e 
maioh  next  morning.    The  Fifty-first  Mass  ichusetts  had  previously  been 
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detached,  with  oidero  to  remain  at  Beaver  Creek,  guarding  onr 
this  regiment  rejoined  my  command  on  the  evening  of  the  14th. 

On  approaching  the  battle-field  of  Kinston  on  the  morning  of  the  14tti. 
by  order  of  the  commanding  general  I  detached  the  Twenty-third  ana 
Forty- third  Maeeachnsetts  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  road,  respectively, 
in  snpport  of  batteries.  The  Seventeenth  was  sent  to  the  extreme  right 
to  snpport  Colonel  Heckman,  Ninth  New  Jersey,  in  advance.  WhUe 
saperintending  this  movement  on  the  right  the  Twenty-third  and  Forty- 
fifth  were  ordered  forward  in  the  center,  and  opened  fire  in  the  wood, 
gradually  advancing,  as  did  the  entire  line,  driving  the  enemy  to  the 
bridge.  On  the  right  I  posted  the  Forty-third  to  cnt  off  the  forces  of 
the  enemy  on  the  river  road  from  the  bridge,  and  a  portion  of  these,  some 
60  in  namber,  shortly  afterward  snrrendered  toMigar  Chambers,  Twenty- 
third  Massachusetts. 

In  this  action  the  Forty-fifth  suflfered  most  severely,  as  indicated  by 
their  return  of  the  killed  and  wounded,  hereto  annexed,*  together  wim 
the  reports  of  regimental  commanders,  to  which  I  beg  leave  to  refer  fiur 
particulars.  The  different  regiments  of  my  brigade  were,  during  most 
of  the  action,  scattered  through  the  wood  or  separated  in  support  of  bat- 
teries. All  who  came  under  my  observation  conducted  themselves  with 
commendable  steadiness  and  gallantry. 

In  the  action  at  White  Hall  on  the  16th,  my  brigade  being  in  advance, 
three  of  the  regiments  (the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-third,  and  Forty-fifth) 
were  immediately  engaged,  with  what  effect  could  not  be  ascertained, 
as  the  enemy  was  posted  in  intrenchments  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
river,  which  was  not  fordable.  These  regiments  did  their  whole  duty, 
remaining  under  fire  as  far  in  advance  as  possible,  until  I  was  directed 
to  withdniw  them  in  order  to  allow  the  artillery  to  occupy  this  position, 
which  was  done,  and  the  guns  of  the  enemy  soon  idfterwfla:d  silenced.  In 
resuming  the  march  from  White  Hall  I  was  directed  to  detach  the  Seven- 
teenth to  re-enforce  the  advance  guard,  under  Colonel  Heckman,  Ninth 
New  Jersey.  The  remainder  of  my  brigade  took  position  in  the  rear  of 
the  column. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  was  further  directed  to  detach  a  regi- 
ment with  the  battery  which  was  to  hold  Thompson's  Ford,  5  miles 
above,  which  order  I  complied  with,  sending  the  Forty-third  Massachu- 
setts under  Colonel  Holbrook. 

In  the  engagement  at  Goldsborough  Bridge  the  three  remaining  regi- 
ments of  my  brigade  were  not  brought  into  action.  Colonel  Heckman, 
of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  will  doubtless  report  ui>on  the  conduct  of  the 
Seventeenth  in  that  action.  Their  list  of  wounded  proves  them  to  have 
been  completely  engaged,  and  the  successful  accomplishment  of  the 
object  of  the  expedition  in  the  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  is  the 
only  comment  I  need  make  on  their  efficiency. 

When  all  did  their  duty  well  it  seems  unnecessary  to  mention  names, 
but  I  feel  compelled  in  this  place  to  testify  to  the  fidelity  with  which 
Dr.  Galloupe,  the  senior  surgeon  of  my  brigade,  discharged  his  duties. 
His  efficiency  at  all  times,  and  his  care  of  the  wounded,  merits  the 
highest  praise. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  C.  AMOBY^ 
CoL  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Vol8.j  Camdg  First  Brigade. 

M%j.  Southard  HoFFMAif, 

Assistant  Adjfitant-Generaly  New  BemSj  N.  O. 

*  8ee  zeyiaed  ststenieiit,  p.  00. 
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No.  13. 

Report  of  Lieut,  Col.  John  F,  Fdlows,  Seventeenth  Massaohueette  Infomtry^ 
of  engagements  at  Kinetony  White  Holly  and  Goldeborovgh  Bridge^  De- 
cember 14,  IG,  and  17. 

Hdqrs.  Seyentebnth  Massaohusetts  Voluntbbbb, 

New  Bemey  N.  C.y  December  22^  1862. 

LiBTTTENANT :  1  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of 
the  movements  of  the  regiment  ander  my  command  on  the  late  expedi- 
tion to  Gk>ld8borough : 

As  nothing  of  particular  interest  occurred  until  Sunday,  the  14th 
instant,  that  is  not  already  known  to  the  commander  of  the  brigade,  I 
will  commence  at  the  time  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  General  Wessells. 
Soon  after  the  battle  of  Einston  commenced  General  Wessells  ordered 
me  forward  to  supi>ort  Morrison's  batteiy,  which  was  stationed  on  the 
right  of  the  road  and  in  great  danger  of  attack  from  the  enemy.  In 
atont  half  an  hour  the  batteiy  was  withdrawn  to  another  position,  and 
I  was  ordered  to  the  edge  of  the  wood.  Soon  after  I  was  ordered  to 
advance  to  the  right  to  support  another  battery  at  that  place.  I  found 
the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Colonel  Heckman,  preparing  to  advance,  and  as 
I  received  an  order  to  do  the  same  the  two  regiments  proceeded  to- 
gether. I  was  then  notified  that  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth 
Massachusetts  were  to  act  together,  under  command  of  Colonel  Heck- 
man. We  pushed  on  over  the  open  space  in  front  and  soon  reached  the 
bridge,  which  we  crossed  together,  being  the  first  regiments  to  go  over. 
We  took  several  prisoners  and  then  marched  to  the  town,  when  I  was 
ordered  on  provost  duty.  This  order  was  afterward  countermanded  and 
the  regiment  was  ordered  to  rcgoin  the  brigade  on  the  other  side  of  the 
bridge.  On  the  way  back  I  was  ordered  by  General  Foster  to  remain, 
as  the  brigade  was  to  advance,  and  after  joining  the  brigade  was  again 
ordered  on  provost  duty. 

On  Monday  we  were  again  ordered  to  march,  the  Seventeenth  being 
in  advance  with  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  and  this  order  of  march  was 
coDtinued  on  Tuesday,  the  16th.  Upon  approaching  White  Hall  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey  was  fired  upon  and  deployed  upon  the  banks  of  the 
river,  where  we  followed,  and  remained  some  two  or  three  hours,  the 
enemy  firing  upon  us  from  the  opiK>sitebank.  Attempts  were  made  to 
find  a  ford,  but  the  water  was  found  to  be  from  8  to  12  feet  deep.  Dur- 
ing this  time  Lieutenant  Day  and  1 1  men  were  wounded.  Upon  resum- 
ing the  march  the  Seventisenth  was  in  the  advance. 

The  next  morning,  being  yet  in  the  advance,  1  sent  forward  two  com- 
panies of  skirmishers.  Companies  F  and  C,  under  command  of  Captain 
Fuller,  and  ui>on  approaching  the  battle-ground  they  were  attacked, 
but  drove  the  enemy  before  them.  The  enemy  appearing  to  be  in  force 
in  a  wood  to  the  left,  I  received  orders  from  Colonel  Heckman  to  pro- 
ceed by  a  road  through  the  wood  and  obtain  iK>ssessiou  of  the  railroad. 
This  was  successftilly  accomplished,  with  the  loss  of  but  1  man.  Ser- 
geant Hardy,  of  Company  F. 

My  next  order  was  to  take  the  regiment  upon  the  railroad  and  pro- 
ceed toward  the  bridge  and  to  take  advantage  of  the  banks  of  the  road 
for  the  protection  of  the  men.  We  advan(^,  after  leaving  two  com- 
panies to  observe  the  enemy,  and  were  soon  fired  ui>on  by  artillery  and 
infaotiy;  and  to  avoid  the  raking  fire  from  the  artillery  the  men  were 
ardered  to  the  banks  of  the  railroad  and  thus  continue  the  advance. 
Onr  maieh  was  necessarily  by  the  flank,  and  upon  arriving  within  10 
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feet  of  the  bridge  a  heavy  fire  from  artUleiy  and  mnsketry  In  fttnit  and 
masketry  from  each  side  and  in  the  wood  was  opened  upon  ob,  while 
the  shells  from  onr  own  gnns  fell  and  borst  between  ns  and  the  bridge. 
Not  being  willing  to  lose  the  men  by  the  fire  from  onr  own  side  1  again 
ordered  them  to  the  banks  of  the  road  and  sent  a  messenger  to  the 
vtillery  to  change  the  direction  of  their  fire ;  but  as  the  shells  oontinned 
to  foil  in  the  same  place  I  was  compelled  to  go  myself  and  represent  to 
the  officer  in  command  of  the  gnns  that  his  fire  was  endangering  oar 
own  men.  As  I  retamed,  Morrison's  battery  came  up  and  took  positior 
near  the  bridge,  and  I  directed  the  captain's  attention  to  the  depot  be- 
yond, where  a  train  of  cars  had  just  arrived  with  re-enforcements  for  the 
enemy.  Directing  his  guns  with  much  judgment  he  sent  a  shell  directly 
into  Uiem  and  continaed  to  keep  up  a  vigorous  and  effective  fire  until 
the  bridge  was  destroyed.  He  then  retired  and  I  drew  off  my  men  to 
support  a  battery  which  continued  to  play  farther  to  the  right.  After 
the  firing  ceased  and  the  battery  retired  I  r^oined  the  KinSi  New  Jer- 
sey and  marched  with  them  from  the  field. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  adding  my  testimony  to  the  admi- 
rable conduct  of  the  men  of  my  command.  While  under  ilre  no  sign  of 
faltering  was  observed  among  any  of  them.  They  behaved  like  vet- 
erans accustomed  to  such  scenes,  and  deserve  all  praise  for  their  stead- 
iness and  prompt  obedience  to  orders. 

Lieut.  B.  N.  Mann,  our  former  adjutant,  deserves  especial  mention 
for  his  efforts  to  destroy  the  bridge,  receiving  in  the  attempt  a  severe 
wound. 

Adjutant  Gheever  also  behaved  with  coolness  and  bravery,  being 
always  at  hand  to  attend  to  the  execution  of  orders,  and  the  officers 
and  men  generally  performed  their  duty  to  my  entire  satis&ction. 

Captain  Fuller,  with  the  companies  left  to  watch  the  enemy,  did 
great  service  in  preventing  a  flank  movement,  and  captured  two  of 
tiieir  cavalry  who  had  ventured  inside  of  the  line  of  skirmishers. 

Our  loss  upon  the  railroad  was  18  wounded,  and  in  view  of  our  ex- 
posed position  and  the  fire  ^hich  was  kept  up  upon  us  the  smallness  of 
the  number  seems  marvelous.  The  wounded  men  are  in  good  spirits, 
and  one  of  them  after  his  wound  was  dressed  desired  to  go  back  to  the 
scene  of  action. 

Inclosed  I  send  au  official  report  of  the  killed  and  wounded:  Killed, 
1;  wounded,  29.    Aggregate,  30.* 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  FELLOWS, 
LieuUnant-CoUmelj  Comdg.  Seventeenth  MaeeaehueetU  Voli. 

Lieut  E.  T.  Pabkhtson, 

A.  A.  A.  Q.y  First  Brig.,  First  Div.,  Dept.  o/N.  0. 


No.  14. 


B/spert  of  Maj.  John  O.  Chambers,  Ttcenty-third  Massaenusetts  Jitfandryj 

of  operations  December  11-16. 

Hdqbb.  Twbntt-thi&d  Beot.  Massaohusetts  Yols., 

Camp  Pendletony  December  23, 1862. 

Sut :  In  accordance  with  Oeneral  Orders,  Nos.  29  and  31, 1  left  camp 
with  my  command  on  the  morning  of  December  11  and  took  my  posi* 

*  Bat  tee  veTiMd  wtBUsoaai,  p.  60. 
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Uon  in  the  general  oolnmn.  The  regiment  numbered  641  enlisted  men 
and  20  commissioned  officers,  not  indnding  surgeons  and  quartermas- 
ter. Upon  mustering  for  the  march  on  the  second  day  I  found  that 
about  100  of  the  enlisted  men  who  had  started  had  been  unable  to 
stand  the  &tigne  of  the  march,  and  had  been  sent  back  to  New  Berne 
by  the  surgeons. 

In  the  forenoon  of  the  second  day  (12th  instant)  Private  John  H. 
Montgomery,  of  Company  I,  who  had  straggled  from  the  ranks  into 
the  wood,  was  shot  through  the  foot  by  one  of  the  enemy's  scouts. 

About  noon  on  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  having  been  discovered 
in  force  at  Southwest  Creek,  my  command  was  among  the  various  in- 
fantry regiments  ordered  forward.  The  position  assigned  me  was  one 
on  the  left  of  the  main  road,  facing  the  creek.  1  then  deployed  a  com- 
pany of  skirmishers  to  ascertain  Sie  course  of  the  creek  and  if  there 
was  any  enemy  in  the  front.  Shortly  after,  by  order  of  Colonel  Potter, 
I  marched  my  regiment  across  the  creek  at  the  dam  and  was  then 
ordered  to  report  to  General  Wessells. 

That  night  the  regiment  was  placed  on  picket  duly  in  a  swamp  about 
midway  between  the  creek  above  mentioned  and  Eanston. 

During  the  afternoon  of  this  day  Corpl.  William  K.  Worth  accident* 
ally  shot  himself  through  the  hand. 

The  next  morning  1  received  orders  to  report  to  Colonel  Heckman  for 
skirmish  duty,  but  owing  to  an  unavoidable  delay  in  receiving  extra 
ammunition  the  order  was  countermanded  and  I  was  again  placed  in 
your  brigade,  where  I  remained  until  shortly  after  the  commencement 
of  the  action  before  Kinston,  when  I  was  again  ordered  to  report  to 
General  Wessells.  General  w  essells  next  sent  me  to  report  to  Colonel 
Howell,  of  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Regiment.  In  accordance 
with  his  orders  I  formed  my  line  in  the  swamp  on  the  left  of  the  road 
and  about  70  paces  in  the  rear  of  the  Eighty-fifth. 

Although  subjected  to  a  heavy  fire,  being  in  the  second  line,  my  men 
were  kept  lying  down  and  thus  escaped  with  but  2  wounded,  and 
those  not  severely.  While  marching  forward  I  discovered  a  number 
of  the  enemy  making  through  the  wood,  and  immediately  sent  out  a 
detachment,  to  which  2  officers  and  58  enlisted  men,  belonging  to  the 
Twfflity -second  South  Carolina,  surrendered.  They  had  tlm>wn  away 
their  arms.  Had  I  been  permitted  I  could^  undoubtedly,  have  secured 
a  larger  number;  but  being  in  the  second  line  and  under  the  orders  of 
the  commander  of  the  first  I  could  not  move  forward  without  his 
sanction. 

We  left  Kinston  early  on  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant.  Nothing 
unusual  occurred  on  the  road  until  a&ut  noon  on  the  16th  instant, 
when,  as  we  were  approaching  a  place  called  White  HaU,  the  firing  in 
fitmt  denoted  that  we  had  again  come  upon  the  enemy. 

The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  having  the  right  of  the  brigade,  was 
the  first  regiment  ordered  in,  and  my  regiment  was  immediately  formed 
in  line  and  shortly  ordered  forwaid.  I  marched  it  through  a  small 
piece  of  swamp  under  a  heavy  fire  and  came  to  the  edge  of  the  Neuse 
lEUver,  my  left  resting  near  where  the  bridge  had  been  destroyed.  The 
enemy  were  on  the  opposite  bank,  secreted  behind  trees  and  stumps, 
and  opposite  my  left  they  had  a  log  fort.  I  immediately  comment 
firing,  which  we  continued  until  we  had  expended  about  40  rounds  oi 
ammunition,  when  we  were  ordered  out  to  give  place  to  a  battery 
which  bad  been  posted  in  the  open  space  in  our  rear. 

After  the  action  at  White  Hall,  our  brigade  being  placed  in  the  rear, 
ve  did  not  {Marfcicipate  in  the  action  near  Goldsborough. 
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In  both  actions  the  offioers  and  men  of  my  oommand  behayed  admi- 
rably, each  seeming  to  vie  with  the  other  as  to  who  shoold  best  perfonn 
his  dnty. 
Bespectfiilly  submitted. 

J.  G.  OHAMBBBS, 
itfo/or,  Commanding  Twenty-third  Mag»aehu9$tt$  Vohmteen^ 

Ool.  T.  J.  0.  Amoby, 

Oamdg,  FirH  Brigade^  Department  of  North  Carolina. 


No.  15. 
Report  of  Col.  Charles  X.  HoWrooJcj  Forty  third  Maeeaehueette  Infamtry. 

HBQBB.  FOBTY-THIIID  BeCKT.  MASSACHTTSETTS  YOLfiL, 

Camp  Rogers^  December  23, 1862. 

Bib  :  At  yonr  reqnest  I  respectfolly  submit  the  following  statement 
of  such  matters  of  importance  as  occurred  in  this  regiment  during  the 
campaign  from  which  we  have  just  returned: 

The  regiment  has  taken  no  active  part  in  any  of  the  engagements, 
but  at  the  battle  of  White  Hall  we  lost  1  man. 

On  the  march  of  the  column  toward  Ooldsborough  this  regiment  was 
detached  and  ordered  to  Spring  Bank  Bridge,  when  four  companies 
were  detailed  as  skirmishers  and  the  remaining  companies  bivouacked 
for  the  night.  Gaptain  Tyler,  of  Company  I,  had  1  man  killed,  and 
Oaptain  Doane,  of  Oompany  E,  had  1  wounded.  The  regiment  marched 
at  12.30  a.  m.  to  join  the  column  on  their  return  from  wldsborough. 

D.  A.  Jackson,  private  Company  I,  reports  having  been  taken  pris- 
oner the  second  day  out,  and,  after  being  stripped  of  everything  and 
kept  for  half  a  day,  he  was  paroled.  He  then  marched  beyond  Kins- 
ton  till  he  met  the  hospital  wagons  returning  with  the  wounded  from 
White  Hall;  he  got  in  and  rode  back  to  Huston.  He  returned  to 
New  Berne  in  one  of  the  gunboats. 

The  men  are  suffering  severely  ftt>m  their  feet  being  badly  blistered 
and  the  opinion  of  the  surgeon  is  that  they  should  have  rest  for  three  or 
four  days,  and,  with  your  approval,  I  propose  to  dispense  with  all  drills 
until  after  Christmas. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

CHAS.  L.  HOLBBOOE, 
Colonel  Forty-third  Maseaohusette  Volunteere. 

Ueut.  E.  T.  Pabkinbon, 

Acting  Aseittant  Adjutant- GeneraL 


No.  16. 


Report  of  CoL  Charles  R.  Codman,  Forty-fifth  Maeeaehueetti  Infantry^  of 
engagements  at  Kinston  and  Whit4:  Ball,  December  14  and  16. 

Hdqbs.  Fobty-fifth  Massaohttbbtts  Militia, 

Deeember  22j  1802. 

liiBurBNANT:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  eight  companies  of 
this  regiment  (two  being  on  detached  service)  were  engaged  in  two 
actions  during  the  Iflto  expedition  into  the  interior  of  NorUi 
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Od  the  14th  instant,  the  regiment  being  on  the  march  toward 
8ton,  1  received  orders  from  Major  Hoffman,  chief  of  the  staff  of  the 
general  commanding,  to  advance  into  the  wood  on  the  sonth  side  of  the 
Nense  Kiver  to  sapp<irt  the  troops  of  Wessells'  brigade,  then  engaged 
and  said  to  be  haid  pressed.  I  was  directed  to  act  nnder  General  Wes- 
sellti'  orders.  In  compliance  with  this  order  the  regiment  proceeded 
along  the  road  nnUl  directed  by  General  Wessells  to  file  to  the  right, 
when  it  proceeded  to  enter  a  wood,  which,  as  afterward  appeared,  was 
expoeed  to  a  cross-fire  from  the  enemy.  Upon  entering  the  wood  the 
regiment  opened  fire  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  fonnd  to  be  in  front 
and  whose  fire  for  a  time  was  very  sharp.  The  regiment  continaed  to 
advance,  occasionally  lying  down  to  rest  and  to  avoid  the  enemy's  fire 
when  hottest,  and  flnal][y,  after  penetrating  the  wood,  it  foand  that  the 
enemy  had  fled. 

I  should  add  that  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Begiment,  daring  one  of  the 
periods  when  this  regiment  was  halted,  advanced  gallantly  Sirongh  the 
wood  to  its  assistance,  and  both  regiments  penetratod  the  wood  at  nearly 
the  same  time. 

The  condnct  of  the  troops  was  excellent  throughout.  The  action  con- 
tinaed for  more  than  an  hour,  daring  which  time  the  regiment  suffered 
a  loss  of  1  corporal  and  12  men  killed,  or  who  have  died  of  their  woandS| 
and  1  sergeant,  5  corporals,  and  38  privates  wounded. 

On  the  16th,  in  the  battle  near  White  Hall,  this  regiment  was  ordered 
by  Colonel  Amory,  commanding  the  brigade,  to  form  upon  the  White 
Hall  road,  to  act  as  circumstances  might  require.  By  ftirther  order 
firom  Colonel  Amorv  the  men  were  directed  to  lie  down.  The  regiment 
did  not  move  firom  its  place  during  the  action  except  to  take  position  a 
few  feet  in  the  rear  of  the  road,  but  nevertheless  met  with  some  casual- 
ties, sustaining  a  loss  of  1  sergeant  and  3  privates  killed,  and  2  ser- 
geants, 2  corporals,  and  12  privates  wounded.  The  conduct  of  the  men 
was  in  this  instance  also  admirable. 

I  beg  to  add  that,  firom  the  statements  of  prisoners  and  firom  other 
circumstances,  I  am  satisfied  that  in  the  battle  of  Einston  it  was  the 
fire  of  this  regiment  that  first  made  untenable  the  position  of  the  enemy 
upon  the  road  on  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse  Biver. 

The  present  effective  state  of  the  eight  companies  now  in  camp  at  New 
Berne  is  29  officers  and  582  men,  and  of  the  companies  at  Morehead 
City  and  Fort  Macon  4  officers  and  181  men ;  a  total  of  33  officers  and 
7&3  men. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectfidly, 

CHABLBS  B.  CODMAN, 
Oolonelj  Oomdg.  Forty-fifth  Massaehuietti  MuUkk 

Lieut  B.  T.  Pabkikbon, 

A.  A.  A.  O.,  Fir9i  Brig.j  Dept  of  North  OarcUiM. 


Na  17. 

Rq^ort  of  OoU  Auguitus  B.  B.  Sprague^  Fifty-first  ManadkmetU  JnfmUry. 

Hdqbs.  Piptt-piest  Massaohtjsetts  Volunteebs, 

Fo9ter  BarraekSy  New  Berne,  N  0.,  December  21, 1862. 

In  obedience  to  Department  General  Orders,  No.  77,  and  Brigade 
Oeneral  Orders,  No.  31,  I  reported,  with  my  command,  778  rank  and 
flle^  on  the  Trent  road  in  light  marching  order  at  7  o'clock  on  the  mom- 
6  B  u — ^voi4  xym 
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ing  of  Thursday,  11th  instant,  remaining  with  the  brigade  en  route  tUl 
the  afternoon  of  Friday,  when  we  were  mtaehed,  in  company  with  two 
pieces  of  artilleiy.  under  command  of  Captain  Ransom,  to  gnard  the 
Beaver  Greek  Briage,  the  main  road  to  Einston,  and  the  road  to  Tren- 
ton, in  rear  of  the  advancing  column. 

Receiving  orders  from  M^jor-G^neral  Foster  at  1.30  o'clock  on  Snnday 
morning  to  join  the  main  force  without  delay,  we  marched  at  sunrise, 
having  in  charge  21  prisoners  (taken  by  the  cavalry  on  the  main  road 
to  Einston),  which  were  tumea  over  to  the  provost-marshal  ui>on  our 
arrival  at  Kinston  on  Sunday  morning. 

We  advanced  with  the  brigade  on  Monday  morning,  airiving  at  the 
scene  of  action  at  White  Hall  about  11  a.  m.  on  Tuesday  momiug,  and, 
though  not  participating  in  the  engagement,  were  within  range  of  the 
enemy's  guns  on  the  right  of  the  artillery,  which  was  engaged. 

At  this  point,  in  obedience  to  orders  of  M%)or-6enera]  Foster,  Lieu- 
tenant Sanderson,  with  a  detachment,  was  detailed  to  examine  the  river 
below  the  bridge,  to  ascertain  the  practicability  of  fording  it.  After  a 
careful  examination  of  the  river  for  nearly  a  mile  he  reported  that  it 
was  not  fordable. 

Tuesday  afternoon,  passing  up  with  the  main  column  on  the  left  bank 
of  the  Neuse,  we  bivouacked  at  night  about  12  miles  from  Gtoldsborough. 

On  Wednesday  we  were  detailed  to  guard  the  baggage  train,  fi^m 
which  duty  we  were  relieved  in  the  aft«moon  when  tiie  baggage  train 
and  troops  were  counteimarohed,  after  the  burning  of  the  railroad 
bridge  by  the  advance,  keeping  our  place  on  the  return  on  Thursday, 
Friday,  and  Saturday. 

We  encamped  on  Saturday  night  near  Deep  Qully  and  arrived  at 
our  barracks,  on  the  Trent,  at  11  o'clock  on  Snnday  morning,  my  men 
considerably  jaded  and  foot-sore. 

The  orders  in  regard  to  pillaging  and  foraging  were  entbroed,  and  the 
men  suftbred  in  consequence  of  an  insufficient  supply  of  meat. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  foot  that  this  regiment  had  been  but  a 
week  in  the  field  and  received  their  arms  only  two  days  before  they 
received  marching  orders,  I  have  the  honor  to  rei>ort  that  they  behaved 
well  during  the  entire  march. 

None  were  killed,  2  wounded,  and  none  missing. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  R  SPBAGUE, 
Oolohel  Fiftif-ftrgt  Ma$$aehu9ett8  VoUniUeer  BegimmU. 

Lient.  E.  T.  Pabkinson,  A.  A.  A.  (7.,  Fint  Brigade. 


No.  iSw 

Bepart  of  Ool.  Thomas  G.  Stevmeon^  Twentg-fourth  Ma9$aekuietU  In- 
fantry, oommonding  Second  Brigade,  of  engagemenU  at  Kineton,  White 
Hall,  and  Ooldeborough  Bridge,  December  14, 16,  and  17. 

Hdqbb.  Sboond  Brio.,  Fibst  Dnr.,  Dept.  of  K.  0., 

TUmo  Berne,  N.  C,  December  21, 1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  the 
part  taken  by  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  late  exi^ition  : 

Agreeably  to  orders  ftt>m  h^tdqnarters  this  brigade  joined  the  column 
the  morniug  of  December  11  on  the  Trent  road,  being  third  in  position. 
Nothing  of  importance  occurred  until  the  morning  of  Snnday .  Decem- 
ber 14,  when  within  a  few  miles  of  Kinston  the  s^vanoe  was  attacked 
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by  tbe  enemy  in  force.  The  Tenth  Oonnectieat  and  Forty-fonrth  Mas- 
mchnaetts  were  ordered  into  position  on  right  of  road  in  support  of 
battery ;  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  and  Twenty-fourth  Massachnsetts  on 
Id^  of  road  to  snpport  Belger's  battery.  The  Tenth  Gonnecticat,  Fifth 
Shode  Island,  and  Forty-tborth  Massaohnsetts  were  then  ordered  for- 
ward to  l^e  adyanoe. 

The  Tenth  Oonnectieat  made  a  gallant  charge,  under  a  very  galling 
fire,  on  the  enemy,  who  were  rapidly  retreating  over  the  bridge  which 
had  been  set  on  fire.  The  Tenth  Connecticut  poured  in  a  very  destruc- 
tive fire,  capturing  a  rebel  stand  of  colors  and  a  number  of  prisoners. 
By  the  exertions  and  gallant  conduct  of  this  regiment  the  bridge  was 
saved,  they  being  the  first  to  cross.  As  soon  as  the  fire  on  the  bridge 
was  put  out  our  forces  crossed,  the  enemy  retreating  in  all  directions. 
No  more  resistance  being  offered,  my  brigade  bivouacked  on  the  out- 
skirts of  the  town. 

Next  morning  we  recrossed  the  river,  continuing  the  line  of  march 
toward  Geldsborough. 

On  the  morning  of  December  16  the  enemy  made  another  stand  at 
White  Hall,  occupjring  a  strong  position  on  the  other  side  of  the  river, 
having  burned  the  bridge.  The  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  and  T^nth 
Connecticut  were  ordered  into  position  on  the  banks  of  Uie  river,  on  the 
left  of  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge.  Belger's  battery  was  then  or- 
dered to  shell  the  woods,  the  enemy's  sharpshooters  being  so  com- 
pletely concealed  that  the  fire  of  our  infantry  had  but  little  effect.  The 
line  of  march  was  then  taken  up  toward  Goldsborough,  the  Fifth  Bhode 
Island  and  a  few  sharpshooters  of  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts 
being  left  behind  to  engage  the  rebel  sharpshooters  till  the  rear  of  the 
column  had  passed. 

At  noon  on  the  17th  arrived  at  railroad  bridge  over  the  Neuse  Biver. 
Captain  Beiges  battery  was  ordered  to  the  front,  and  did  signal  serv- 
ice in  repelling  the  charges  of  the  enemy.  I  formed  my  brigade  in  line 
of  battle  on  the  hill  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  enemy  having  been 
defeated,  I  was  ordered  to  take  up  the  line  of  march  toward  New  Berne : 
had  got  but  a  few  miles  when  I  received  orders  to  countermarch  ana 
supi>ort  a  piece  of  artillery  posted  on  the  Everettsville  road,  where  I 
remained  about  an  hour.  I  then  received  orders  to  march  on  once  more 
toward  New  Berne,  arriving  here  last  evening  (December  20). 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  referring,  as  I  do  with  gratitude, 
to  the  manner  in  which  Col.  F.  L.  Lee,  commanding  the  Forty-fourth 
Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia;  Lieut.  Col.  B.  Leggett, 
commanding  the  T^th  Connecticut  Volunteers ;  M%j.  B.  H.  Steven- 
son, commanding  the  Twenty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteers;  Captain 
Arnold,  commanding  the  Fifth  Bhode  Island  Volunteers,  and  Captain 
Belger,  commanding  the  Bhode  Island  battery  {which  was  attached  to 
my  brigade  for  the  occasion),  have  seconded  all  my  efforts  (iiro.ugh- 
oat  the  whole  expedition.  Theur  prompt  and  efficient  action  has  &cili- 
tated  every  movement  which  has  been  undertaken. 

The  valuable  services  of  the  Tenth  Connecticut  Volunteers  at  Kin 
•ton,  as  of  Captain  Belger's  battery  at  White  Hall  and  at  Bverettsvilie, 
were  not  rendered,  I  regret  to  say,  without  heavy  loss,  as  indicated  by 
the  list  of  killed  and  wounded,  which  1  transmit.* 

THUS.  G.  STEVENSON, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Second  Brigade^  First  Diviiion. 

M%j.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Assigtant  Adjutant- General, 

*  Embodied  in  reyiMd  Btfttement,  p.  60. 
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No.  10. 

Report  of  Lieut  CoL  Robert  Leggett,  Tenth  Oonnectieut  Tnfantnf^  of  em- 

gagement  at  KinsUm^  December  14. 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the 
action  of  December  14  and  the  losses  sustained  by  it.  According  to  an 
order  received  from  General  Foster  1  advanced  my  regiment  over  three 
regiments  already  formed  in  line  in  the  woods.  On  reaching  the  second 
line  the  regiment  came  nnder  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy,  bat  went 
steadily  forward  to  the  first  line,  which  was  engaged  with  the  enemy 
and  somewhat  in  disorder.  The  regiment  formed  in  line  with  the  ad- 
vance and  opened  fire  apon  the  enemy.  After  being  nuder  fire  about 
thirty  minutes  the  fire  of  the  regiment  was  directed  to  the  bridge,  across 
which  the  enemy  were  retreating  and  which  they  were  endeavoring  to 
bum.  In  some  five  minutes  the  enemy  brbke  and  my  regiment  moved 
at  a  double-quick  down  the  road.  A  portion  of  the  enemy  formed  in 
line  of  battle  in  a  com  field  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  bridge  and 
opened  fire  on  us  as  we  came  on.  Immediately  on  taking  the  bridge, 
where  we  captured  about  50  of  the  enemy,  we  extinguished  the  flames. 
As  soon  as  the  enemy  found  we  had  taken  the  bridge  they  broke  up 
their  line  in  disorder  and  opened  on  us  from  the  ditches  on  each  side  of 
the  road.  'The  regiment  remained  at  the  bridge  about  thirty  minutes, 
keeping  up  a  continual  fire  ui>on  the  enemy,  when  we  crossed  the  bridge, 
taking  a  number  of  prisoners  behind  the  intrenchments  and,  pushing 
forward,  ibrmed  in  line  of  battle  opposite  the  city  and  awaited  orders. 
While  in  the  woods  the  regiment  sustained  a  loss  of  90  killed  and 
wounded,  including  a  captain  and  lieutenant  killed  and  2  lieuten- 
ants wounded.  At  the  bridge  1  lieutenant  was  killed,  1  severely 
wounded,  and  6  or  8  rank  and  file  wounded.  In  the  action  at  White 
Hall  we  termed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  to  the  river  on  the  left  of 
the  bridge,  opening  fire  according  to  order  received.  The  enemy  made 
no  response,  and  one  company  was  detailed  to  go  down  the  bank  of 
the  river  in  search  of  a  ford.  Finding  none,  volunteers  were  called  for 
to  swim  the  river  and  cut  down  two  tall  trees  on  that  side,  while  two 
were  being  felled  on  this  side,  and  at  the  same  time  a  company  was 
sent  to  find  lumber  to  build  a  bridge.  The  regiment  was  at  work  form- 
ing a  bridge  when  it  received  orders  to  fall  back.  No  loss  was  suffered 
by  the  regiment  :\\  this  place. 

B.  LEGGETT, 
lAeutefMnt'Colonel^  Oomdg.  Tenth  Regiment  CotMectiout  Fblt. 


No.  20. 


Report  of  CoL  Horace  C,  Lee,  Ttcenty-seventh  Massachueetts  Iftfamtrf/f 

ooinmaTiding  Third  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Third  Brigade,  Dbpt.  of  North  Carolina, 

New  Berne,  N.  C,  December  21, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  movements  of  the  Third  Brigade, 
consisting  of  the  Third,  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenty -seventh,  and  Forty 
sixth  Begiments,  under  my  command,  on  the  late  expedition  to  Oolds 
borough : 

We  were  in  line,  as  ordered,  on  Thursday^  December  11,  at  7  o'clock, 
our  position  being  with  the  baggage  train  in  the  rear.    It  was  nearly 
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10  before  we  were  in  oolamn.  The  natare  of  the  roads  for  a  few  miles  oat 
from  New  Berne  was  sach  that  oar  progress  was  qaite  slow.  We  ar- 
rived, however,  at  the  camp  assigned  as,  on  the  Trent  road,  at  aboat 
8  p.  m. 

Friday  (12th)  we  marched  throogh  tlie  day,  the  roads  throagh  the 
swamps  gradaally  growing  worse,  the  train  being  constantly  delayed, 
antil  10  p.  m.  I  had  before  leaving  camp  in  the  morning  ordered  Oolonel 
Richmond,  of  the  Third  Regiment,  to  detail  five  companies  from  his 
regiment  to  mardi  beside  the  wagons  and  assist  the  teamsters.  Jost 
before  dark  I  ordered  the  remaining  five  to  fall  back  and  assist  in  the 
same  manner,  as  the  roads  in  many  places  were  almost  impassable. 

Satnrday  (13th)  were  in  colnmn  and  moving  by  8  o'clock,  having,  by 
order  from  Oenem  Foster,  detailed  the  Third  Regiment,  with  a  corps 
of  pioneers,  to  march  as  the  day  before  and  assist  the  train.  Arriving 
about  10  o'clock  at  a  cross-road,  ap  which  the  main  body  had  passed, 
the  Forty  sixth  regiment,  with  a  section  of  Lee's  battery,  was  left  so 
posted  as  to  command  the  approach  from  the  main  road  to  Kinston. 
We  arrived  soon  after  noon  at  a  field  near  a  creek  within  a  few  miles 
of  Kinston,  where  the  advance  had  met  and  driven  back  a  body  of  the 
enemy.  We  encamped  here  for  the  night,  and  dealt  out  to  the  men  two 
days'  rations  and  20  rounds  extra  of  ammunition. 

Sunday  (14th)  leaving  the  Fifth  Regiment  to  guard  the  baggage 
tnun,  we  moved  up  the  Kinston  road,  the  Forty-sixth  fiftlling  into  their 
position  in  line  as  we  came,  they  having  been,  by  order  of  Gineral  Fos- 
ter, moved  up  frt>m  the  post  where  they  had  been  left  and  occupied  one 
near  us  through  the  night  We  soon  heard  firing  from  the  front  and 
learned  that  the  advance  bad  met  the  enemy  near  Kinston.  When  we 
arrived  we  found  General  Wessells'  and  Colonel  Amory's  brigades  en- 
gaged and  Colonel  Stevenson's  drawn  up  in  two  lines,  supporting  Bel- 
gePs  battery  and  one  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery.  We  were  soon 
ordered  to  relieve  Colonel  Stevenson's  command,  which  moved  forward, 
we  occupying  their  position.  While  here  the  enemy  retreated  and  we 
went  forward  into  Kinston,  encamping  for  the  night. 

Monday  (15th)  we  were  the  third  in  column.  General  Wessells  having 
charge  of  the  train,  following  the  First  and  Second  Brigades.  We  re- 
crossed  the  river,  marched  through  the  day,  and  encamped  about  8 
o'clock. 

Tuesday  (16th)  we  were  not  fedrly  out  of  camp  when  firing  was  heard 
in  advance  of  us.  We  moved  on  as  rapidly  as  possible  and  found  the 
First  Brigade  engaged  with  the  enemy  at  White  Hall.  The  Second 
Brigade  was  soon  ordered  to  the  front,  and  we,  under  orders  from  Gen- 
eral Foster,  moved  immediately  on  toward  Goldsborough,  having,  as  we 
passed,  3  men  wounded,  leaving  a  small  detachment  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments  as  sharpshooters.  We  encamped  at 
sundown  about  8  miles  l^low  Goldsboroagh. 

Wednesday  (17th)  we  were  early  in  line.  Colonel  Heckman,  with 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and  Ninth  New  Jersey  acting  as  skir- 
mishers, we  moved  forward  and  came  within  sight  of  the  WUmington 
Railroad. 

About  11  o'clock  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  could  be  seen  upon  a 
hill-side  near  by.  Riggs'  battery  was  pat  in  position  and  a  few  shells 
thrown  among  them,  when  they  disappeared.  We  immediately  ad- 
vanced. The  Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh  Regiments  were  moved 
forward  in  line  on  the  left,  the  battery  supported  by  the  Third  and 
Forty-sixth  upon  the  right,  the  Fifth,  which  had  now  come  up  with  us, 
remaining  in  column.    Emerging  from  the  wood  I  found  Colonel  He^- 
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man  advancing  np  the  railroad,  and  sent  forward  to  sapport  him  the 
Twenty -fifth  and  Twenl^y-eeventh  Regimentii,  and  snbaeqnently  the 
Third.  The  Fifth  I  formed  on  the  left  in  the  wood,  commanding  a 
road  running  down  from  a  mill  on  the  o^er  side  of  the  railroad.  Dis- 
covering the  appearance  of  troops  near  there,  1  sent  forward  a  com- 
pany of  skirmishers  from  the  Fif  &  Regiment,  who  reported  that  cav- 
alry and  iufontry  were  in  sight  within  the  wood  bat  retired  as  they 
advanced.  The  bridge  across  the  Nease  was  soon  seen  to  be  on  fire, 
and  orders  came  to  destroy  as  much  of  the  road  as  possible.  This  being 
accomplished  and  the  firing  having  ceased  we  received  orders  to  fbim 
colnmn  and  follow  the  main  column  en  route  to  New  Berne.  Four  regi- 
ments had  already  formed  and  passed,  most  of  them  across  the  creek, 
in  their  nsnal  and  regular  order  of  march,  leaving  the  Fifth  to  support 
the  battery. 

At  this  time  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New  York  Oavaliy  coming 
up  moved  down  toward  the  burning  bridge,  a  few  approaching  its  im- 
mediate vicinity.  The  latter  were  fired  upon  apparently  by  a  regiment 
of  the  enemy  firom  the  edge  of  the  wood  near  the  bridge.  The  cavalry 
then  moved  quickly  to  the  brow  of  the  hHl,  followed  by  Captain  Mor- 
rison's battery,  which  had  been  stationed  midway  between  the  crest  of 
the  hill  and  the  bridge.  Two  or  three  regiments  (three  colors  were 
seen)  then  emerged  from  the  wood  and  quickly  formed  a  line  of  battle 
just  behind  the  railroad  track.  Captain  Morrison's  battery  then  opened 
a  rapid  fire  upon  them  with  shell,  grape,  and  canister.  A  portion  of 
the  enemy  instantly,  with  loud  cheers,  charged  up  the  hill  toward  the 
battery,  and  bore  up  steadily  in  the  face  of  a  well-directed  and  most 
destructive  fire. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Regiment  to  support 
Morrison's  battery,  and  recalled  the  regiments  that  had  retired  across 
the  creek,  and  ordered  up  Belger's  battery,  which  had  been  assigned 
to  me  on  account  of  its  having  more  ammunition  left  than  Riggs^. 
Warned  by  the  rapid  fire  of  the  battery  and  by  the  cheers  of  the  enemy 
they  came  up  rapidly,  whereui>on  I  posted  the  Twenty -seventh  Massa- 
chusetts Regiment  on  the  left  to  prevent  a  flank  attack  in  that  direction, 
and  placed  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  in  support,  believing  the 
main  attack  of  the  enemy  was  in  this  direction^  where  he  was  supi>orted 
by  artillery.  On  the  right  I  disposed  the  Third  Massachusetts  Regi- 
ment to  resist  a  flank  movement  in  that  direction,  and  the  Forty-sixth 
Massachusetts  was  held  in  reserve  so  as  to  be  readily  available  to  snih 
port  the  weakest  portion  of  the  line. 

The  enemy  meanwhile  had  been  staggered  by  the  crushing  fire  of  the 
batteries,  and  at  sight  of  my  supporting  regiments  broke  and  fled  in 
disorder  to  the  wood.  His  retreat  was  covert  by  a  heavy  fire  from  the 
battery  on  his  right,  which  inflicted  on  my  command  a  loss  of  3  killed 
and  19  wounded. 

Hereupon  I  ordered  the  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  to  file  into  the 
wood  and  to  approach  the  enemy's  left  and  open  fire,  which  they  did  ac- 
cordingly. At  this  time  a  section  of  Riggs'  battery  opened  fire  from  the 
eminence  near  the  building  used  as  a  hospital,  and  I  received  orders  from 
General  Foster  to  retire  under  cover  of  this  fire  unless  closely  pressed 
by  the  enemy.  The  advance  of  the  Twenty-seventh  was  checked  by  the 
fire  firom  Riggs'  battery,  but  the  regiment  reached  a  point  at  which  it 
could  put  in  a  few  effective  volleys.  Simultaneously  Captain  Belger's 
Rhode  Island  battery  took  position  near  my  center  and  replied  to  the 
enemy's  battery  with  good  effect,  and  also  shelled  the  wood  that  coveral 
his  infiuLtxy • 


OiAP.  zaOLI  NEW  BBBKE  TO  G0LD8B0B0UQH.  87 


The  last  effort  of  the  enemy  was  made  on  my  right  H.h  extended  his 
lines  along  the  wood  and  thieat^ied  my  flank,  when  I  oideied  the  Third 
Massachusetts  to  open  fiie.  They  did  so,  bnt  soon  disoontinned  as  the 
enemy  retired. 

The  batteiy  on  my  left  being  silenced  and  the  enemy  making  no 
ftirther  demonstration^  and  having  received  information  that  the  creek 
in  onr  rear  was  rapidly  rising,  I  ordered  my  command  to  withdraw.  In 
crossing  the  creek  the  water  was  np  to  the  waists  of  the  men. 

Before  retiring  the  field  was  oar^Uy  searched  and  the  bodies  of  onr 
dead  were  brought  off.  Onr  position  was  snch,  being  just  at  the  crest 
of  the  hill,  that  onr  loss  was  qnite  small. 

My  colnain  dowly  and  in  proper  order  now  rc^ioined  the  main  body. 
We  arrived  at  New  Berne  on  Sunday. 

It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  for  me  to  say  that  the  old  regiments 
(Twenty-fifth  and  Twenty-seventh)  sustained  their  previous  well-earned 
reputation,  officers  and  men  doing  their  utmost  not  only  to  hold  but  to 
add  to  their  laurels  acquired  in  the  old  First  Brigade.  The  new  regl 
ments  did  nobly,  marching  up  steadily  and  firmly  and  maintaining  their 
line  and  position  without  flinching  even  in  the  most  exposed  situations. 

I  received  great  assistance  from  my  acting  assistant  acUutant-gen- 
ersl,  Bartlett,  and  my  aides,  Lieutenant  Myrick,  of  the  Fifth  Begiment, 
and  lieutenant  Mardi,  of  the  Forty-sixth. 
Beapectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  O.  LBB, 
OoL  Twemp^'9e9mUh  Mas$.  Be^t^  Ocrndg.  TkM  Brtg. 

M^|.  80UTHASD  Hoffman, 


No.  2L 
Btfforto/Mqf.  Joiiah  FMuU^  TwrnUyJ^fth  Ma8$aehu8ett$  It^antnf, 


Hi>QB8.  Twsmnr-FiFTH  Beot.  Massachusetts  Vols., 
(Tamp  OUveTj  New  Beme^  N.  0.,  December  29, 1862. 

Sib  :  I  bave  the  honor  to  forward  you  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  the  Twenty-fifth  Begiment  in  the  late  exj^ition  to  Einston 
and  CU>ldsborongh : 

Arriving  &om  Plymouth  late  on  the  afternoon  of  the  10th  with  six 
companies  of  my  regiment,  I  found  orders  awaiting  me  to  be  ready  to 
march  at  7  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  and  assigning  my  re^- 
ment  to  the  Third  Brigade,  under  command  of  Colonel  I^  I  left  New 
Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  with  six  companies  of  the  regiment. 
Captain  Moulton  joined  me  At  the  Harrison  place  (our  outpost  on  the 
Trait  road)  with  the  other  four  companies,  making  an  efl!bctive  force, 
exclusive  of  field^  staff,  and  line  officers,  of  672  men.  Nothing  occurred 
in  which  the  regiment  or  any  of  it  took  part  worthy  of  note  tul  Sunday, 
the  14th  instant,  when  our  forces  arrived  in  front  of  and  commenced 
the  battle  of  Eanston.  Beceiving  orders  to  support  Battery  H,  Third 
New  York  Artillery,  I  formed  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle  and  took 
position  upon  the  left  of  the  battery.  Beceivinff  orders  shortly  after- 
wud  to  support  Bdger's  Rhode  Island  battery  I  moved  forward  and 
took  position  upon  the  left.  In  this  latter  position  I  remained  until  the 
battle  was  decided.  I  then  moved  forwiurd,  crossed  the  bridge,  and 
bivouacked  my  regiment  that  night  in  Kinston. 
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On  Monday,  the  iSthy  the  march  was  recramecL 

On  the  16th  onr  forces  were  engaged  at  White  Hall.  My  regiment, 
though  within  raoge  of  the  enem.'^'s  guns,  was  not  engaged,  but  march- 
ing by  the  flank  throngh  the  fields  in  the  rear  of  onr  batteries  we  took 
np  the  line  of  march  for  €k>ldsboroogh«  At  this  time  I  was  oalled  upon 
to  fhmish  sharpshooters  for  duty  on  the  banks  of  the  riyer  in  clearing 
the  woods  on  the  other  side  of  the  enemy's  riflemen.  Aboat  100  of  my 
men  voinnteered  for  this  dangerous  duty.  After  being  posted  they 
rendered  effective  service.  One  nuin  was  here  shot  through  the  head 
and  severely  wounded. 

On  the  17th  the  line  of  march  was  resumed,  the  Third  Brigade  hav- 
ing the  advance.  Late  in  l^e  morning  skirmishing  with  the  enemy's 
pickets  commenced,  which  continued  until  we  came  upon  their  main 
fbroe  posted  this  side  of  the  railroad  bridge  crossing  the  Nense  Biver. 
I  was  ordered  forward  to  be  in  readiness  to  support  the  Heventeenth 
Massachusetts  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  who  were  sharply  «igaged 
with  the  enemy.  I  moved  forward  in  line  of  battle,  taking  position  on 
the  right  of  the  railroad  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachu- 
setts and  quite  near  onr  batteries.  I  remained  in  this  position  till  the 
bridge  was  burnt  and  t^e  railroad  torn  up,  when  my  r^ment  was  with- 
drawn from  the  field.  In  a  short  time  the  enemy  ag&n  made  his  ap- 
pearance, advancing  in  two  lines  of  battle  witJi  evident  design  of  charg- 
ing upon  and  taking  one  of  our  batteries.  Beceiving  orders  to  again 
move  into  the  field  I  advanced  by  the  flank  at  double-quick  and  was 
assigned  position  in  the  rear  of  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  and 
on  the  left  and  supporting  Belger's  battery.  I  ordered  my  men  to  lie 
down,  and  though  exposed  to  a  severe  fire  from  the  enemy  which  we  had 
no  chance  to  return  yet  the  men  behaved  with  perfect  coolness.  While 
in  this  position  we  sustained  a  loss  of  1  killed  and  3  wounded.  Night 
brought  an  end  to  the  contest,  and  we  were  withdrawn,  and  took  up  the 
line  of  march  for  New  Berne,  which  we  reached  on  Sunday,  the  21st, 
and  went  into  camp  on  our  old  ground. 

I  cannot  end  without  mentioning  in  terms  of  the  highest  praise  the 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  during  the  whole  expedition.  On  the 
march,  in  the  bivouac,  under  fire,  iu  everything  that  they  were  called 
upon  to  perform  they  showed  all  the  qualities  of  the  true  soldier,  and 
their  conduct  merits  and  receives  my  heartiest  commendations. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAII  PIOKBTT, 

Major  ^  Oomnumding* 

Lieut.  Gbobob  W.  Bartlbtt, 

AMng  As$istamt  AdjutantCfenerdlj  Third  Brigade. 


No.  22. 


Report  of  LimL  Ool  WiUiam  8.  SharOeff^  Fortg-eiopA  MaeeackueetU  In- 
fantry. 

HDQBS.  FOBTY-SIXTH  MA88A0HUSBTTS  YOLTTirrEBBS, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  Deeember  ~,  1862. 

Bib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  tliat  in  pursuance  of  your  Orders,  No. 
18,  dated  December  10, 1862,  the  Forty-sixth  Begiment  of  Massachusetts 
Volunteer  Militia  left  its  camping  ground  and  entered  upon  its  place  in 
line  of  march  at  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  Thursday,  December  11, 1862, 
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ao<1,  io  oompauy  with  the  other  regiments  and  being  third  in  line  of  yonr 
brigade,  were  en  route  toward  Einstou  ut  about  9  ^clock  a.  m.,  contiua- 
ing  the  march  nntil  about  10  o^clock  p.  m.,  when  it  went  into  camp  about 
13  miles  firom  New  Berne,  on  the  Trent  road.  It  recommenced  its  march 
in  the  same  order  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  December  12,  and  noth- 
ing of  note  having  transpu«d  again  encamped  with  the  other  regiments 
of  yonis  and  the  preceding  brigades  about  28  miles  from  New  Berne. 

Our  march  was  again  resumed  on  the  morning  of  Saturday,  the  13th, 
at  about  9  a.  m.,  and  continued  for  about  an  hour,  when  our  regiment 
was  detached  from  your  brigade  and  left,  with  two  pieces  of  Biggs' 
battery.  Captain  Lee,  to  guard  and  hold  certain  cross-roads  and  the 
approaches  from  the  rear  and  front  of  the  center  road  of  the  three  roads 
leading  to  Kinston. 

The  artillery  having  been  placed  with  excellent  judgment  and  skill 
by  Captain  Lee  in  position  to  completely  command  the  approach  in  front 
fh>m  Kinston,  the  Forty-sixth  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  behind 
and  in  support.  Pickets  were  thrown  forward  on  the  Eanston  road  and 
one  company  (F),  under  Captain  Couwell,  was  detached  and  posted  at 
two  angles  of  a  trianele,  some  200  yards  in  our  rear,  formed  by  a  cross 
by-road  connecting  tne  road  on  which  our  main  body  was  posted  and 
the  road  taken  by  the  main  body  of  the  army,  so  that  no  approach  upon 
either  road  could  be  made  by  the  enemy  without  our  receiving  timely 
warning.  We  held  this  position  until  sundown,  when  I  received  orders 
from  M%jor  Hoffman  to  advance  my  command  4  miles  nearer  to  Kinston 
up  the  road  on  which  we  were  then  posted,  and  to  hold  and  occupy  cer- 
tain cross-roads  indicated  until  further  orders.  This  order  we  executed, 
making  the  march  after  nightfall.  1  detached  Company  D  (Captain 
Qrimes),  to  march  some  50  yards  in  advance,  and  then  threw  forward  10 
men,  under  Lieutenant  Knapp,  as  an  advance  guard  against  surprise. 
Having  arrived  at  the  position  indicated,  the  artillery  was  placed  in 
position  by  Captain  Lee,  the  infantry  drawn  up  in  line  in  support  in  the 
edge  of  the  woods  skirting  the  crossroad ;  the  several  roads  thoroughly 
picketed;  the  main  road  in  front  and  a  cross  road  leading  to  the  right 
by  Captain  Orimes'  company,  divided  so  as  to  make  tbree  posts,  m 
charge,  respectively,  of  Captain  Grimes,  Lieutenant  Knapp,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Bronson;  the  road  in  our  rear  picketed  with  two  posts  fr^om 
Captain  Kingsbury's  comxmny  (B),  and  the  road  leading  to  the  left 
and  toward  the  position  of  the  advance  of  the  army,  and  the  road  in 
oar  immediate  right  and  left  front  by  detachments  from  Captain  Lin- 
coln's company  (O).  Our  baggage  train  1  brought  forward  and  placed 
on  our  left,  on  the  cross-road  leading  to  the  rear  of  the  advance,  and 
of  course  between  our  left  and  our  pickets.  The  men  were  then  ordered 
to  lie  upon  their  arms,  and  of  course  no  camp  fires  were  allowed.  This 
position  we  occupied  undistuirbed  until  morning,  our  pickets  bringing  in 
one  i^isoner,  whom  I  delivered  to  the  care  of  the  rear  guard;  and  then, 
io  pursuance  of  an  order  from  M%jor  Hoffman,  received  about  midnight, 
we  proceeded  at  7  a.  m.  of  the  next  day  to  rejoin  the  main  body,  arriv- 
ing iust  in  time  to  take  our  proper  place  in  line,  where  we  continue 
ontil,  the  advance  becoming  engaged  near  Kinston,  we  were  sent  by 
your  orders  forward  to  support  a  battery,  not  then,  however,  engaged. 
After  the  engagement  at  Kinston  was  over  we  under  yonr  orders  re- 
sumed our  former  position  in  line,  and  entering  Kinston  encamped  there 
with  the  rest  of  your  brigade. 

Resuming  our  march  on  the  following  morning  (Mond^)  we  mreserved 
our  place  in  line  until,  the  advance  being  engaged  at  White  Hall  with 
the  artillery,  under  your  orders  we  passed  forwanl  following  the  Twenty- 
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fllUi  MasaachnsettB  and  formed  in  line  on  its  left,  bat  were  immediately 
after  by  yoa  ordered  into  line  of  march  again. 

At  this  time  some  50  men  were  detached,  onder  orders  purporting  and 
believed  to  come  from  M%jor-Oenend  Foster,  to  remain  at  White  Hall 
as  sharpshooters.  We  tiien  proceeded  in  onr  proper  place  and  en- 
camped abont  6  p.  m.  Our  detachment  of  sharpshooters  all  reported 
to  the  regiment  betbre  morning,  with  the  exception  of  one,  Ghapin,  of 
Company  I,  who  was  wounded  by  a  rifle-ball  from  the  enemy's  sharp- 
shooters in  the  arm,  not  dangerously.  Our  march  was  resumed  in  place 
on  the  following  morning  about  haUF  past  7  o'clock^  and,  upon  arriving 
near  the  line  of  the  Wilmington  Railroad,  your  brigade  engaging  the 
enemy,  we  were  ordered  up  and  formed  line  in  support  of  BelgeHs  bat- 
tery, in  a  position  taken  at  first  but  at  once  chMiged  before  it  engaged 
the  enemy,  we  following  it  and  supporting  it  in  ite  new  position  on  the 
brow  of  a  hill  comman<Sng  the  railroad  and  woods  around  the  railroad 
bridge.  This  position  we  occupied  until,  the  bridge  having  been  burned 
and  the  track  torn  up,  the  battery  retired  and  we  were  otdeied  to  fol- 
low it  en  route  for  New  Berne. 

Pending,  however,  forming  the  line  for  the  march,  the  enemy  reap- 
pearing to  the  right  and  front  of  our  late  position  and  threatening  the 
battery  left  to  cover  our  retiring  force  as  well  as  onr  flank,  we  were 
ordered  back  and  at  once  formed  in  rear  of  the  Third  Massachusetts. 
In  this  position  we  remained,  the  men  lying  down,  being  subjected  to 
a  somewhat  annoying  fire  otihe  enemy's  battery  on  our  left,  but  with- 
out having  any  opportunity  to  engage  any  portion  of  his  toroe,  until 
under  your  orders  (the  enemy's  batteries  having  been  either  silenced 
or  withdrawn  and  his  infontry  retired)  we  resumed  our  place  in  line  «i 
nmte  again  for  New  Berne,  having  at  the  outset  to  foitl  a  mill-stream 
rendered  swift  and  deep  by  the  raising  of  the  flood-gates  by  the  enemy, 
as  we  supposed.  In  this  action,  and  while  occupying  our  position  after 
the  renewal  of  the  engagement,  I  regret  to  state  that  we  had  1  man 
(one  WaJI,  of  Holyoke,  Mass.,  a  member  of  Company  B)  mortally  wounded 
and  3  others  wounded  by  the  shell  of  the  enemy,  the  details  of  which 

1  give  in  paper  marked  A,  appended  hereto.*  Continuing  our  march,  we 
encamped  with  the  rest  of  your  brigade  about  10  o^dock  p.  m.  at  our 
camping  ground  of  the  previous  night,  and,  resuming  our  mardi  on  the 
following  morning  at  8  o^dock,  reached  camp  at  about  11  o'clock  p.  m. 
n^fter  a  march  toi&me  and  harassing  to  the  men  to  the  last  degree. 

Besuming  our  march  at  8  o'olock  a.  m.  on  the  following  day,  lifter  a 
comparatively  easy  march  of  some  12  miles  we  encamped  about  6  miles 
below  Einston,  passing  down  the  river  road.  Besuming  our  march  in  our 
place  in  line  on  the  day  following,  at  8  o'clock  a.  di*9  we  again  encamped 
at  6  o'clock  some  13  miles  from  New  Berne,  on  the  Trent  road,  and  from 
this  place  our  ambulances  without  halting  were  sent  forward  under 
charge  of  M%j.  James  H.  Waterman,  surgeon  of  our  regiment,  then  in 
charge  of  the  ambulance  train,  to  New  Berne,  our  wagons  following  at 
early  morning  in  advance  of  the  brigade.  Besuming  our  march  at  7 
o'clock  a.  m.  we  arrived  at  New  Berne  and  our  camping  ground  about 

2  o'clock  p.  m.,  the  men  very  foot-sore  and  weaiy,  otherwise  in  good  con- 
dition and  spirits.  I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  from  my  care- 
ful observation  of  the  men  under  my  command,  both  under  the  trials  of 
toilsome  marches  and  the  excitement  of  anticipated  engagement  with 
the  enemy,  I  believe  yon  have  in  them  a  body  upon  whom  you  may 
with  confidence  rely  should  occasion  require  you  to  use  them  in  any 

*  Nominal  list  omitted.    Seep.  eo. 
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of  the  ways  tbat  the  exigeDcies  of  the  service  may  require.  1  am 
happy  also  to  bear  witDess  to  the  energetic  and  consoientioosly  careful 
discharge  of  daty  on  the  part  of  Captain  Lee,  with  whom  I  was  asso- 
ciated, as  I  have  stated,  and  to  whom  I  am  greatly  indebted  for  vnlaa- 
ble  assistance  and  connsel  on  onr  solitary  night  march  and  bivouac, 
and  who,  I  am  glad  to  learn,  on  subsequent  detached  duty  added  to  his 
reputation  and  performed  valuable  service. 

I  should  deprive  myself  also  of  a  pleasure  if  I  omitted  to  call  to  your 
notice  the  fact  that  the  adjutant  of  our  regiment,  James  G.  Smith,  com- 
mencing the  expedition  suffering  from  a  painful  accidental  shot  wound 
in  the  leg,  still  insisted  upon  accompanying  the  regiment,  and  though 
having  double  duty  to  i^erform,  in  the  absence  of  one  of  the  field  oflScers, 
still  manftiUy  endured  all  the  toils  of  the  mareh  and  the  field  and  reur 
dered  me  invaluable  service  in  the  management  and  control  of  the  regi- 
ment I  should  also  state  that  Colonel  Bowler  accompanied  the  expe- 
dition until  after  the  afflair  at  Kinston,  but  was  unable  by  reason  of 
indisposition  to  assume  command,  and  felt  constrained  by  inoreasing 
illness  to  return  to  New  Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  third  of  the  ex- 
pedition. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  8.  SHUBTLBPF, 
Lieut  Ooly  Oomdg.  Forty-sixth  Ma8S€Lehu$etts  VohnUeen, 

OoL  Horace  C.  Les, 

Oowmumding  Third  Brigade^  First  Division. 


No.  23. 


Report  of  OoiU  Okarles  A.  ffeokman^  Ninth  New  Jersey  Ii\fantrjfy  First 

Brigade^  l^oond  Division, 

Hdqbs.  Ninth  Bbgiment  New  Jersey  VoLtmTESRS, 

Camp  Reno,  December  21,  1862. 

8lB :  i  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your  order 
I  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  with  my  regiment  took  my  position  on 
the  right  of  the  column,  which  position  it  retained  during  the  whole 
march. 

On  the  second  day,  December  12,  we  came  up  with  the  advance  guard 
of  the  enemy.  I  immediately  deployed  two  companies  as  skirmishers, 
and  drove  the  enemy  back  without  loss  on  our  side. 

On  the  morning  of  December  13^  at  11  a.  m.,  we  came  up  with  the 
enemy,  who  had  two  guns  in  position  on  the  west  bank  of  Southwest 
Creek,  supported  by  infantry.  I  here  found  Captain  Cole,  Third  New 
York  Cavalry,  with  his  men  dismounted,  warmly  engaged  with  tiie 
enemy.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Mix  had  placed  Lieutenant  Day's  section 
of  MoiTison's  battery  in  a  good  position  and  was  sending  shell  into  them 
rapidly.  I  immediately  ordered  Companies  C,  H,  and  G  to  cross  the 
stream  on  the  rights  while  with  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  I  crossed 
at  a  mill-dam  about  a  mile  above  on  the  left.  On  arriving  at  their 
works  lh>m  their  rear  I  found  it  deserted  and  the  guns  withdrawn.  My 
whole  command  having  Joined  me  1  stationed  one  company  at  the  bridge 
and  with  the  balance,  having  sent  you  word  of  my  intention,  proceeded 
op  the  road,  and  when  about  a  mile  from  the  creek  was  saluted  by  a 
round  of  caniirtiw  from  a  6-pounder  and  musketry.    I  charged  on  the 
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double-quiok  and  Yankee  yell  and  secured  one  6-poander  and  caiasoii, 
killed  3,  wounded  several,  and  took  8  of  the  enemy  prisonen.  Skir- 
mishing continued  through  the  whole  day,  my  loss  being  1  wounded 
and  1  taken  prisoner. 

About  3  p.  m.  Captain  Cole,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  reported  to 
me,  by  order  of  General  Wessells,  to  reconnoiter  forward.  We  had  pro- 
ceeded about  three-fourths  of  a  mile  when  our  advance  guard  was  fired 
upon  by  volleys  of  musketry  from  both  sides  of  the  road,  wounding  1 
cavaJryman.  I  ordered  the  cavaliy  to  the  rear  and  deployed  as  slur- 
mishers  three  companies  on  each  side  of  the  road.  The  men  advanced 
steadily  and  firmly  under  a  heavy  but  wild  firing  of  two  regiments  of 
infant^  and  two  6-pounder8.  Morrison's  battery  came  to  my  assist- 
ance and  drove  the  enemy  into  their  stronghold.  We  bivouacked  for 
the  night. 

On  Sunday,  December  14,  the  enemy  was  found  posted  about  1  mile 
this  side  of  tiie  village  of  Kinston  in  strong  force.  Four  companies  (G, 
D,  E,  and  I)  were  sent  forward  as  skirmishers.  They  were  opened  on 
by  anillery  and  infantry,  but  stood  their  ground  admirably,  and  doing 
great  injury  to  the  enemy  by  their  well-directed  fire.  Again  Morrison 
came  forward  with  a  section  of  his  battery  and  opened  briskly,  a  regi- 
ment having  arrived  to  support  the  battery.  With  the  remaining  six 
companies  I  moved  to  the  right  to  prevent  being  flanked  from  that 
direction.  We  came  up  with  a  regiment  of  them  on  our  right  front, 
engaged  them,  and  in  a  few  minutes  forced  them  to  retreat  precipitately. 

I  next  discovered  a  regiment  on  my  right  flank.    Captain , 

with  a  section  of  his  battery  (New  York  artillery),  opened  upon  them 
with  splendid  effect,  and  prevented  them  from  forming  a  junction  with 
their  main  column.  Being  re-enforced  by  four  re^imentd  of  Wessells' 
brigade  (Eighty-flfth  and  Ninety -sixth  New  York,  One  hundred  and  first 
Pennsylvania,  and  the  Seventeentli  Massachusetts)  I  formed  the  Eighty- 
fifth,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wellman,  and  the  Ninety-sixth,  Colonel  uray, 
in  line  of  battle  to  the  right,  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth 
Massachusetts  facing  to  onr  original  fronts.  The  Eighty-fifth  and 
Ninety  sixth  advanc^  rapidly  al)ont  400  yards,  discovered  the  enemy 
behind  a  fence  in  the  edge  of  the  wood,  and  poured  a  volley  into  them,  at 
which  they  fled  in  confusion,  exposed  to  our  fire.  I  then  ordered  the 
Ninety-sixth,  supported  by  the  Eighty-fifth,  to  advance,  under  cover  of 
the  wood,  upon  the  bridge,  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  supported  by 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  to  advance  in  a  direct  line  across  the 
open  ground  to  the  same  point  The  One  hundred  and  first  remained 
to  support  the  battery. 

On  arriving  near  the  bridge,  shell,  canister,  and  musketry  were  opened 
upon  us  from  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river.  Firing  continued  from 
both  sides  about  twenty  minutes. 

I  regret,  sir,  the  necessity  to  report  that  at  this  point  we  lost  the 
gallant  Colonel  Gray. 

After  the  enemy's  guns  had  been  silenced  and  their  forces  dispersed 
the  Ninth  New  Jersey,  aided  by  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and 
Eighty-fifth  New  York,  extinguished  the  flames  of  the  burning  bridge 
and  crossed  in  the  following  order :  Ninth,  Seventeenth,  and  Eigh^* 
fifth. 

My  regiment  secured  three  6-ponnder  brass  guns,  one  stand  of  colors, 
and  a  number  of  prisoners  and  small-arms. 

Loss,  2  killed,  H2  wounded,  and  1  missing. 

I  take  pleasure  in  adding  that  the  lament^  Colonel  Gray,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Fellows,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wellu  an,  and  M^jor  Zabriskiei 
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with  their  oommands,  without  ezoeptioii«  displayed  marked  bravery 
and  coolness,  and  proved  effectually  their  efficiency  and  gallantry. 

As  soon  as  the  bridge  was  sufficiently  repaired  to  permit  the  crossing 
of  the  artillery  I  received  the  order  forward.  We  marched  through 
the  town,  the  Ninth  having  the  advance  and  the  Seventeenth  Massa- 
chusetts following.  We  marched  along  the  bank  of  the  river^orossed 
the  railroad,  and  bivouacked  for  the  night  about  2  miles  from  Kinston, 
on  the  Ck>ld8borough  road. 

At  6  a.  m.,  the  15th  instant,  received  orders  to  return  to  the  bridge. 
On  arriving  at  the  bridge  we  crossed  and  continued  our  march  in  the 
direction  of  White  Hall.  Nothing  of  interest  occurred  throughout  the 
day,  and  at  night  bivouacked  3  miles  from  White  Hall. 

At  7  a.  m.,  16th  instant,  we  were  again  in  motion,  the  Ninth  New 
Jersey  in  advance.  Upon  our  arrival  at  White  Hall  my  advance  guard 
drew  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  who  were  strongly  intrenched  and  fordfled 
oh  the  oppoBite  side  of  the  river,  having  previously  burned  the  bridge 
to  prevent  our  crossing.  I  immediately  ordered  the  fences  thrown 
down  on  each  side  of  the  road  for  the  artillery  to  take  their  position. 
In  the  mean  time  I  had  ordered  four  companies  to  deploy  as  skirmish- 
ers, which  they  did,  the  entire  length  of  our  front,  and  the  engage- 
ment soon  became  general.  The  remaining  six  companies  of  the  Nint^ 
were  immediately  ordered  forward  to  support  the  skinnishers  and,  when 
an  opportunity  offered,  to  engage  the  enemy.  The  Ninth  warmly  en- 
gaged the  enemy  until  their  ammunition  (60  rounds)  was  expended. 
The  regiment  was  then  ordered  to  retire  and  send  for  ammunition.  The 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts  relieved  us  on  the  left  and  the  Twenty-third 
Massachusetts  on  the  right.  While  waiting  for  ammunition  the  columr 
was  ordered  forward.  We  received  orders  to  wait  for  our  supply  anO 
hring  up  the  rear. 

Our  loss  was  3  killed,  42  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

I  then  received  orders  to  take  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  and 
proceed  in  advance  toward  Goldsborough  Bridge.  Bivouacked  the 
night  of  the  16th  about  5  miles  from  the  bridge. 

Morning  of  ttie  17th  column  again  moving,  Seventeenth  Massachu- 
setts in  advance,  Ninth  New  Jersey  foUowing.  About  2  miles  from  the 
bridge  commenced  driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets.  On  coming  in  sight 
of  the  bridge  saw  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  passing  along  the  raihroad.  I 
immediately  ordered  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  to  send  out  skir- 
mishers and  advance  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  the  Ninth  New  Jersey 
to  deploy  and  advance  on  the  right  as  fiur  as  the  railroad.  Found  the 
enemy  here  in  force  on  both  sides  of  the  river.  The  Seventeenth,  on 
readiing  Uie  railroad,  by  my  order  left  one  company  where  the  country 
road  crosses  the  railroad  and  then  marched  down  the  railroad  in  the  di- 
rection of  the  bridge.  The  company  left  in  position  on  the  country  road 
were  charged  upon  by  a  squadron  of  cavaliy  whom  they  repulsed,  and 
captured  2  prisoners,  without  loss  on  our  side.  The  Ninth  advanced 
on  Uie  right  of  the  Seventeenth  to  within  30  feet  of  the  river  and 
bridge.  As  soon  as  the  artillery  arrived  on  the  ground  I  withdrew  the 
Nin&  New  Jersey  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  to  give  the  artillery 
position.  Torches  were  sent  us  and  orders  to  burn  the  bridge.  I  rode 
op  to  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  called  for  volunteers  to  bum  the  bridge. 
Numbers  volunteered  instantly,  but  as  I  wanted  but  three.  Lieutenant 
Graham,  acting  aide  to  me,  and  two  privates*  one  of  Company  B,  William 

Lemons,  and ,  took  the  portfires  ana  started  on  their  dangerous 

mission.  The  enemy  were  thickly  posted  on  both  sides  of  the  river  and 
aD  about  tlie  bridge,  but  the  volunteers  were  suocessful,  and  we  soon 
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had  the  gratiflcatioii  of  seeing  flames  and  smoke  aaoending  in  ofAomnSi 
and  the  bridge  wae  eflfeotoaily  destn^ed.    Onr  loss  was  12  woonded. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  accomplished  I  received 
orders  to  oonntermarch  and  retnm.  Had  proceeded  aboat  1  mUe  when 
firing  was  heard  in  onr  rear,  and  word  came  forward  that  onr  rear  had 
been  attacked.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  into  line 
of  battle  on  the  left  of  the  road  and  he  Seventeenth  Massachneetts  on 
tbe  right.  Soon  after  forming  there  I  received  orders  to  retnm  to  the 
scene  of  action,  which  I  did,  and  posted  my  regiments  on  the  right  and 
left  of  the  conntry  road  and  left  of  Belger's  beitery,  which  was  warmly 
engaged  with  the  enemy.  Remained  in  that  position  abont  thirty  min- 
ntes,  when  we  were  relieved  by  a  regiment  of  Wessells^  brigade,  and 
we  started  on  onr  retnm  and  arrived  at  New  Beroe  Saturday  evening, 
20th  instant,  having  marched  the  last  day  30  miles. 

Officers  and  men  displayed  great  coolness  and  bravery.  The  color- 
sergeant  and  oolor-gnwl  behaved  nobly. 

I  deem  it  my  duty,  however.to  mention  particalariy  Lieut.  Oeorge 
Oraham,  of  Socket  Battery,  w.  W.  McOhesney  (dtisen),  volunteer 
aides,  for  valuable  services  rendered  throughout  the  expedition. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

0.  A.  HBOKMAN. 

OoUmeL 

General  J.  O.  Fostbb, 

Oammomdimg  Department  o/N&rth  VaroUma. 


No.  24. 

Report  o/Mqf.  Abram  2Mriekie^  Utinlh  New  Jereey  Infemtry* 

Hdqbs.  NmxH  BBoncBNT  New  Jebset  Vols., 

Deeember  21, 1802. 

Sir  :  I  respectfhlly  forward  to  you  the  report  of  the  part  taken  by 
tbe  regiment  under  my  command  in  the  expedition,  under  Miyor-Gen- 
era!  Foster,  against  Gk)ldsborough : 

We  started  from  New  Berae  on  the  morning  of  December  11,  this 
regiment  holding  the  advance  of  the  column,  which  position  it  retained 
during  the  whole  march. 

On  the  second  day,  December  12,  we  came  up  with  the  advance  guard 
of  the  enemy.  By  your  order  two  companies  were  sent  forward  as  skir- 
mishers, and  continued  steadily  to  drive  the  enemy  back  without  any 
loss  on  our  side. 

On  the  morning  of  December  13,  at  11  a.  m.,  we  came  up  with  the 
enemy  in  a  strong  position  on  the  west  bank  of  Soathwest  Creek. 
Two  of  the  companies  were  ordered  to  cross  the  str^un  on  the  right, 
whUe  the  remainder  of  the  regiment  crossed  at  a  mill'^am  about  a  mile 
above  on  the  left  When  we  arrived  at  the  breastwork  thrown  up  by 
the  enemy  I  found  it  deserted  both  by  their  artillery  and  infantry. 
However,  discovering  the  enemy  half  a  mile  feurther  up  the  road,  the 
regiment  charged  on  them  at  a  run,  and  succeeded  in  capturing  a  gun 
and  caisson,  dpounder,  besides  wounding  3  of  the  enemy  and  taking  6 
or  8  prisoners.  Skirmishing  with  the  enemy  continued  through  the 
whole  day,  our  loss  being  1  man  wounded  and  1  taken  prisoner. 
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On  Sandajy  December  14^  the  enemy  were  fimnd  poeted  alxmtl  mfle 
this  aide  of  me  village  of  Einston  in  strong  foioe.  Foar  eomponiee  (0. 
B,  B,aiid  I)  were  sent  forward  as  skirmishers.  They  were  soon  opened 
on  1^  artillery  and  infantry,  bnt  stood  their  groand  admirably,  holding 
the  position  they  had  taken  and  doing  great  ii\jnry  to  the  enemy  by 
their  well-directed  fire.  The  remaining  six  companies  were  sent  on  the 
right  to  flank  the  enemy's  position.  We  came  op  with  a  regiment  of 
them  stationed  in  the  wood  on  the  right,  and  after  a  half  hoar's  flffht 
socoeeded  in  forcing  them  to  retreat  precipitately.  Then  advanmnff 
by  yonr  order  across  tiie  field  to  the  road  I  opened  fire  with  the  head 
of  oolomn  npon  the  enemy,  who  were  retreating  across  the  bridge,  and 
Boooeeded  in  prerenting  their  escape.  After  crossing  the  bridge  we 
took  three  gone,  one  stand  of  colors,  and  nnmerons  prisoners. 

Oar  loss  in  this  battie  amounted  to  2  killed,  32  wounded,  and  1  miss- 
faig. 

Besoming  cor  march,  on  the  lilth  we  came  np  with  the  enemy  on 
tiie  otiier  side  of  the  Neose  Biver,  at  White  HaU,  posted  behind  breast- 
works and  buildings.  The  whole  regiment  was  deployed  along  the  banks 
of  the  river,  kept  np  a  brisk  fire  for  about  two  hours,  and  were  at  last 
leBeved,  our  ammunitioji  being  expended  and  our  loss  bcdng  very 
heavy— 3  killed,  42  wounded,  and  3  missing. 

We  again  came  up  with  the  enemy  December  17.  posted  on  the  north 
side  of  tiie  lifeuse,  at  the  railroad  bridge  near  Ooldsoorough.  The  right 
ving  of  the  regiment  was  deployed  idong  the  bank  of  the  river  on  the 
right  of  the  railroad,  while  the  left  companies  were  held  in  reserve. 
The  whole  regiment  was  at  last  drawn  o£P,  after  the  firing  of  the  bridge, 
to  make  way  foft  tiie  artillery.  December  17  we  commenced  our  return 
match,  and  arrived  in  New  Berne  on  Saturday.  December  20. 

There  were  so  many  instances  of  individual  courage  shown  in  the 
different  batties  that  it  is  difficult  to  mention  particular  names.  How- 
ever, I  cannot  forbear  mentioning  with  pra|se  Oaptain  Stewart,  Lieu- 
tenant Brown,  Oaptain  McChesney,  and  Lientenant  Townley,  not  only 
ton  personal  bravery  but  for  their  ability  as  commanders  of  their  re- 
flective companies;  and  also  ttie  names  of  Privates  William  Lemons, 

Onnpaiiy  E,  and ,  who,  with  Lieutenant  Graham,  set  fire  to 

the  raihiDad  bridge  near  Gtoldsborough. 

I  inclose  a  list  of  the  killed,  wounded,  and  missing.* 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABUAM  ZABBISKIB, 

MqfoTj  OomuMMNftM^. 

OoL  0.  A.  Hbokmah. 


Na.2S. 


Btport  of  Brig.  Om^  ^^"9  ^*  W«Me<b,  U.  &  Arm!^^  commanding  Third 
BrigadOj  Pectus  DivMoHj  of  operations  December  5-21. 

HXADQUiLBTBBS  THIBD  BbIOADB,  PeOK'S  DIVISION, 

Kew  Bemcj  N.  C,  December  22, 1862. 

Xajob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursuant  to  instmctions  from 
K^jor-Oeneral  Peck  I  left  Gamp  Suffolk,  Ya.,  on  the  5th  instant  with  my 
brigade,  composed  of  the  Eighty-fifth,  Ninetv-seoond,  Ninety-sixth  New 
Ym,  and  B^hty-fifth,  One  hundred  and  mvt,  and  One  hundred  and 

*  Embodied  in  roYiied  eMemukt,  p.  60. 
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third  PennsyWania  Yolanteen,  under  orders  to  prooeed  to  New  Ftorvy, 
on  tbe  Ohowan,  near  Qateeville,  there  to  report  to  the  commanding  ott* 
cer  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

M J  command  arrived  at  the  point  deeignated  on  the  6th  instant,  where 
it  was  met  bj  M^jor-Oeneral  Foster  with  transports  for  the  brigade. 
The  troops  embarketl  on  the  following  day,  arriring  at  this  station  on 
the  9th.  An  expedition  having  been  planned  and  organized  to  move  in 
the  direction  of  Goldsborongh,  the  column  was  put  in  motion  on  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  the  advance  taken  by  Heckman's  Ninth  New  Jer- 
sey Volnnteers,  followed  by  my  own  brigade,  to  which  was  attached 
Morrison's  battery  Third  New  York  Artillery. 

No  serions  obstacles  were  interiKwed  by  the  enemy  nntil  arriving 
at  Southwest  Branch,  6  miies  ftom  the  town  of  Kinston,  where  it  was 
found  the  main  road  crossing  the  creek  was  well  watched  and  strongly 
gnarded  both  by  artillery  and  in&ntry.  A  skillful  feint  having  been 
made  toward  this  point,  the  main  body  moved  by  an  upper  road,  cross- 
ing the  creek  about  half  a  mile  below  on  a  mill-dam.  The  bridge  was 
found  to  be  partially  destroyed  and  the  enemy  covering  it  with  two  guns 
and  a  force  of  infantry. 

This  position  was  at  once  reconnoitered  by  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers with  their  usual  intrepidity,  and  a  crossing  was  effected  by  the 
mill,  threatening  the  enemy's  right.  At  the  same  time,  by  direction  of 
the  commanding  general,  I  detached  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers, ColoDel  Howell,  with  orders  to  force  a  passaffe  below  the  bridge, 
by  felling  trees  or  fording,  and  engage  him  on  the  nght.  This  difficult 
duty  was  handsomely  performed.  Howell's  skirmishers, led  by  Oaptains 
Hooker  and  Phillips,  pushed  boldly  through  the  swamp,  engaged  the 
enemy's  battery  under  a  shower  of  grape,  and  by  a  well-directed  fire  of 
musketry  drove  the  cannoneers  from  the  ground,  and  Heckman's  ad- 
vance appearing  simultaneously  from  the  left  the  enemy  fled,  leaving 
one  of  his  guns  in  our  possession.  The  brigade  in  Uie  mean  time  crossed 
at  the  mill,  and  being  joined  by  the  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers moved  forward  about  3  miles  and  bivouacked  for  the  night,  the 
Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  with  Morrison's  battery  taking  up  a  posi- 
tion about  1  mile  in  advance. 

On  the  following  day  (December  14)  the  line  of  march  was  resumed 
at  an  early  hour  and  in  the  usual  order.  Heckman's  skinmshers  were 
soon  engaged  with  the  enemy's  outposts,  and  to  support  him  I  directed 
the  Eighty -fifth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to  move  through  the  wood  on 
the  left  of  the  road  with  a  view  to  act  against  the  enemy's  right.  A  sec- 
tion of  Morrison's  battery  was  also  ordered  forward,  supported  by  the 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Golond 
Maxwell,  with  directions  to  take  a  suitable  position  and  open  fire. 

The  Eighty-fifth  New  York,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Wellman,  was  then 
thrown  forward  and  to  the  right  of  the  road,  with  instructions  to  en- 
gage the  enemy  on  the  flank  and  press  him  vigorously  toward  the 
left.  This  regiment  was  soon  followed  by  the  One  hundred  and  first 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  M^jor  Taylor,  and  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York 
Volunteers,  Colonel  Gray,  with  similar  orders.  In  the  mean  time  being 
informed  that  a  portion  of  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  were  fail- 
ing in  ammunition  I  directed  the  Ninety-second  New  York  V'olunteers, 
Colonel  Hunt,  to  move  down  the  road  torelieve  or  support  Colonel  Hedk- 
man  as  circumstances  might  require.  All  these  movements  were  executed 
by  the  several  regiments  with  alacrity  and  precision,  deserving  the  highest 
praise.  My  whole  brigade  was  now  in  position  before  the  enemy's  line  ; 
the  firing  was  heavy  and  almost  incessant;  the  wounded  were  being  rap- 
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idly  brought  to  the  rear,  and  the  enemy,  concealed  by  the  wood  and  posted 
behind  an  almost  impassable  swamp,  mahitained  his  x>osition  with  stub- 
bom  obstinacy.  At  this  time,  and  on  my  application  to  the  m%jor-gen- 
eral  commanding,  I  was  re-enforced  in  snccession  by  the  Seventeenth, 
Twenty-third,  and  Forty-fifth  Massachnsetts  Volunteers.  These  fine 
regiments  took  their  positions  witii  the  coolness  and  precision  of  vet- 
erans, and  the  whole  line  was  then  directed  to  advance  and  push  the 
enemy  at  every  point.  The  m%jor-general  commanding  having  arrived 
on  the  ground  made  further  disposition  of  the  troops  and  conducted  tue 
afiair  to  a  rapid  and  successful  termination. 

Under  my  orders  to  advance,  the  whole  brigade,  supported  on  the  left 
by  other  regiments,  moved  gradually  forward,  converging  toward  the 
enemy's  line  of  retreat,  driving  him  from  the  church  and  throwing  him 
back  toward  the  bridge,  over  which  the  main  body  escaped,  leaving 
several  hundred  prisoners  in  our  hands. 

The  retreat  of  the  enemy  was  closely  followed  by  the  Eighty-fifth  and 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  on  the  '^ft  (the  latter 
suffering  severely  in  crossing  tiieopen  field),  while  the  I^inety-sixth  and 
Eighty  fifth  New  York  and  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volun- 
teers charged  from  the  right :  the  Ninety-second  moved  along  the  road 
in  support  of  the  battery.  The  bridge  was  fired  in  several  places  by 
the  enemy  and  exposed  to  a  destructive  fire  of  artillery  and  musketry 
from  the  opposite  bank,  but  every  regiment,  including  those  fh)m  other 
brigades,  seemed  to  vie  with  each  other  in  emulation,  and  pressed  for- 
ward with  unfiinching  determination. 

That  gallant  officer.  Colonel  Or^^^.  Ninety-sixth  New  York  Volun- 
teers,  with  his  fiace  to  the  foe  and  the  colors  of  his  regiment  first  on  the 
bridge,  fell  mortally  wounded  in  the  hour  of  victory. 

The  flames  were  extinguished  without  serious  i^jury  to  the  bridge, 
and  my  brigade  being  reformed  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  river  con- 
tinued its  march  through  the  village  of  Kinston  and  bivouacked  for  the 
night  on  the  Goldsborongh  road. 

The  steadiness  of  the  troops  during  this  short  conflict  gave  me  full 
confidence  of  success,  and  the  conduct  both  of  officers  and  men,  with 
rare  exceptions,  merits  the  highest  praise.  For  special  acts  of  gEd- 
lantry  and  good  conduct  I  have  the  honor  to  refer  you  to  the  reports  of 
regimental  commanders  herewith  inclosed.  Captain  Stewart,  assistant 
a<ljutan^general ;  Captains  Webster  and  Hall,  brigade  quartermaster 
and  commissary,  and  my  aides,  Lieutenants  Beegle  and  Foot,  rendered 
most  important  service.  My  orders  were  conveyed  by  these  officers  to 
every  part  of  the  field  in  the  thickest  of  the  fight  with  the  most  grati- 
fying coolness  and  intelligence.  Acting  Brigade  Surgeon  Bush  also 
deserves  the  highest  commendation  for  the  prompt  and  efficient  man- 
ner in  which  the  onerous  duties  of  his  department  were  conducted. 

A  list  of  casualties  accompanies  this  report* 

My  brigade,  having  recrossed  the  Neuse,  accompanied  the  expedition 
toward  Goldsborongh,  and  its  object  having  been  fully  accomplished  by 
the  destruction  of  the  railway  and  bridge,  the  whole  command  returned 
to  this  station,  arriving  at  New  Berne  on  the  21st  instant. 
BespectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WBSSELL8, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  of  VolunteerSj  Commanding, 

M%|.  SouTHABD  Hoffman, 

Anigtant  Adjutant-Oenerdl,  DepU  of  North  OaroUna. 

*  Embodied  in  xeviBed  atatement,  p.  60. 
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Btpart  o/LimU.  OoL  Atf^J.  WMmam^  Eigkt^Jifth  New  Torh  WanUnf^ 

of  0i^gagemmt  at  Kmgtanj  Deomber  14. 

Hbqbb.  Biohtt-fifth  BsaiMKiiT  Nbw  Yobk  Vols., 

JTmc  Bem0j  N.  O.j  Dee$mber  22, 1802. 

Oaptaih  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  the  engagement  before 
Eineton,  which  occurred  on  the  Uth  instant,  the  Bighty-flfth  New  York 
Yolnnteen  participated  in  the  following  manner: 

Pursuant  to  an  order  received  from  General  Wessells  the  aforesaid 
regiment  was  led  to  the  right  of  the  position  which  was  occupied  by 
the  Union  forces  dnrlng  the  earlier  stages  of  the  battle,  and  reported  to 
Oolonel  Heckman,  of  the  Ninth  New  Jeraey  Yolnnteers,  as  his  support, 
at  11  a.  m.  In  accordance  with  instmctions  from  Colonel  Heckman  my 
regiment  was  then  moved  to  the  extreme  right,  for  the  purpose  of  a 
flank  demonstration.  After  proceeding  500  yards,  preceded  by  two  com- 
panies of  my  command  deployed  as  skirmishers,  a  regiment  of  the  enemy 
was  discovered  200  yards  in  advance,  drawn  up  bdbdnd  a  fence  at  the 
edge  of  the  wood  in  which  we  were.  Jiy  skirmishers  moved  quietly  to 
the  right  of  the  regiment  and  opened  a  brisk  fire  upon  the  enemy,  which 
was  returned  without  effect  While  the  attention  of  the  latter  was  thus 
engaged  my  own  line  advanced  quickly  and  poured  in  a  volley,  at  which 
the  enemy  fled  in  confusion,  some  of  them  across  an  open  fleld  exposed 
to  our  fire. 

Subsequently  my  regiment  was  directed  to  support  the  Ninety- 
sixth  New  York  Yolnnteers  in  an  advance  upon  the  bridge,  where  the 
lamented  Oolonel  Gray  received  a  mortal  wound.  My  line  was  formed, 
immediately  on  our  arrival  at  the  bridge,  along  the  bank  of  the  river 
with  the  left  resting  at  the  bridge,  which  was  being  swept  by  grape  and 
canister  together  with  musketi^  from  the  opposite  bank.  A  hot  Are 
from  both  sides  continued  for  twenty  minutes.  After  the  enemy's  guns 
had  been  silenced  and  their  forces  dispersed,  men  from  Captain  Jeuney's 
battery,  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  and  my  own  regiment  extin- 
guished the  flames  of  the  burning  bridge.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  Vol- 
unteers then  crossed  over  closely  followed  by  the  Seventeenth  Massa- 
chusetts, which  latter  regiment  had  just  at  that  moment  arrived  and 
had  not  participated  in  the  capture  of  the  bridge.  Immediately  after 
the  latter  regiment  followed  my  own,  which  thus  had  the  honor  of  be- 
ing the  first  of  General  Wessells'  brigade  which  gained  the  opposite 
bank. 

We  captured  between  20  and  30  prisoners,  besides  a  quantity  of  small- 
arms. 

I  take  pleasure  in  adding  that  both  officers  and  men,  without  an  ex- 
OHptiom  displayed  much  bravery  and  coolness. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  WELLMAN, 
Lieut.  Colj  Ocmdg.  EUghtyft/ih  New  York  VoIm. 

Oapt.  Andrew  Stbwabt, 

AuiitaiU  Adjutant'Oeneral^  Wessellt^  Brigade. 
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Report  of  OoL  Imiok  0.  Humt^  Ninet^-Moond  Now  York  Infmtryj  of  oi^ 

gagoment  at  KimoUm^  Doeomber  14. 

HbQBS.  NlKBTT-8B00in>  NbW  TOBK  YOLtJNTBBBS, 

December  21,  1862. 

Oaptain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  regiment  took  part  in 
the  battle  of  Kinston,  on  the  14th  instant,  as  follows : 

I  was  ordered  by  General  Wessells  to  relieve  the  Ninth  New  Jersey, 
which  had  for  some  time  been  engaged  and  their  ammunition  reported 
as  ranning  low.  I  foond  them  in  a  heavily-wooded  swamp,  passed 
their  line  of  battle,  and  deployed  the  regiment  as  skirmishers.  This 
was  done  under  a  heavy  fire  from  the  enemy,  which,  fortunately,  passed 
overhead  for  the  most  part  on  account  of  the  peculiar  conformation  of 
the  ground  and  the  usual  tendency  to  overfire,  but  rained  down  the 
leaves  and  branches  upon  us.  The  swamp  with  its  thick  undergrowth 
was  next  to  impassable,  but  the  men  floundered  through  the  bog- holes, 
sometimes  up  to  their  middle,  delivering  their  fire  as  they  advanced. 
Hie  point  upon  which  we  were  operating  seemed  to  be  occupied  by  the 
enemy  in  large  force,  and  1  moved  three  companies  i^m  the  right  flank 
toward  the  right  and  firont,  hoping  to  flnd  higher  ground  from  which 
I  mi|^t  make  a  diversion  in  support  of  the  main  body.  1  accompanied 
them,  wishing  to  ascertain  the  nature  of  the  ground  toward  the  right 
and  whe^er  other  troops  were  assisting  in  the  attack.  I  found  higher 
and  more  open  ground  but  no  assisting  fbrces.  I  then  sent  my  adju- 
tant, Lieutenant  Ward,  to  General  Wessells  asking  for  re-enforcements. 
Befaiming  to  the  main  body  I  found  it  had  moved  off  toward  the  left 
fl«ik  and  had  charged  upon  a  body  of  the  enemy  near  the  junction  of 
the  roads,  but  was  received  with  such  a  volley  as  compelled  it  to  &11 
back.  1  then  formed  my  men  tor  another  charge  upon  the  enemy  di- 
rectiy  in  front,  hoping  to  gun  a  ditdi  near  the  fence  which  we  might 
hold  until  re-enforced.  I  directed  my  men  to  run  up  in  line  without 
firing,  which  the  enemy  no  sooner  iieroeived  than  they  poured  in  a 
volley  which  indicated  a  force  of  five  times  our  number,  but  which,  as 
before,  passed  mainly  overhead. 

My  men  were  now  completely  exhausted  with  their  two  hours^  work 
in  the  swamp.  We  had  tried  to  get  a  foothold  to  the  front  and  on  both 
flanks  but  had  failed  for  want  of  numbers.  The  enemy  were  reported 
to  me  by  scTeral  as  passing  our  right  flank,  and  1  Judged  it  best  to  draw 
back  to  the  higher  ground  in  our  rear  where  1  knew  the  One  hundred 
ami  third  Pennsylvania  to  have  been  posted.  Here  1  received  through 
yourself  authority  from  General  Wessells  to  direct  the  movements  of  the 
several  regiments  in  the  neighborhood.  Having  had  the  opportunity  of 
getting  a  gooil  knowledge  of  the  position  and  its  requirements,  1  directed 
Lieutenant  Colonel  Maxwell,  whose  regiment  (the  One  hundrf  d  and  third 
Pennsylvania)  was  nearly  twice  as  strong  as  mine,  to  udvauce  through 
the  swamp  directly  to  thefrt>ut,  occupy  the  ditch,  and,  if  possible,  pass 
on  beyond  the  fence.  The  men  were  fresh  and  went  forward  gallantly 
to  the  task  before  them,  which  1  lightened  as  much  as  possible  by  send- 
ing forward  the  Eighty-flfth  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  ilowell,  lying  in  the 
wood  near  by,  and  pointed  out  the  direction  of  attack.  1  presumed  that 
my  a4jatant  bad  returned  to  the  right  flank  with  the  re-euforcements  1 
had  sent  him  for,  and  so,  while  my  men  were  resting  in  support  of  a  sec- 
Mem  of  Morrison's  battery  and  on  the  ground  previously  occupied  by  the 
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Onu  liundred  and  third,  I  sent  forward  fonr  of  my  officers  in  different 
directions  toward  the  front  with  General  Weasells'  orders  that  OTery 
regiment  should  press  forward,  lliey  fulfilled  their  mission  to  my  en* 
tire  satisfaction,  oontribnting,  I  have  every  reason  to  believe,  to  th« 
flight  of  the  enemy  which  soon  after  took  place. 

My  ofScers  behaved  most  creditskbly,  with  one  exception,  of  which  a 
special  report  will  be  made,  and  the  regiment,  as  a  whole,  sustained 
the  reputation  which  it  earned  at  the  Seven  Pines  as  a  part  of  Casey's 
division.  This  is  paying  as  high  a  compliment  as  the  regiment  could 
desire. 

Of  the  officers  whom  I  happened  to  notice  I  would  mention  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Anderson,  A^ntant  Ward,  Captain  Cleary,  and  Lieutenant 
Cole  for  their  coolness  and  gallantry.  Captains  Bice,  Miller,  and  Merri- 
man,  and  Lieutenant  Babcock  are  highly  spoken-of.  Sergeant  Ball,  of 
Company  — ,  was  especially  active  and  zealous,  and  deserves  promo- 
tion. Sergeant  CNeil  and  Private  Pierce,  of  Company  £;  Private 
Sheridan,  of  D,  and  Color-bearer  Sergeant  Thompson  are  especially 
mentioned  by  their  company  commanders.  Surgeon  Edmeston  fol- 
lowed tbe  regiment  into  the  swamp  and  attended  the  wouuded  under 
fire,  and,  for  his  seal,  energy,  and  consideration  during  the  whole  expe- 
dition, deserves  the  highest  praise. 

A  special  report  of  the  casualties,  amounting  to  3  killed,  1<>  wounded, 
and  none  missing,  is  herewith  forwarded.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  0.  Huirr, 

OoUmelj  Ninetjf'Seoond  New  York  Volunteer§. 

Oapt  AmoBBW  StewJlBT, 

A$8kUuU  A^fuUmt-C^mieralf  W€89elU?  Brigade. 


Na  28. 


Btpart  of  Oapt  Oeorge  W.  Bimd^  Ifinetisfsixtk  New  York  Iitfantryj  ofm- 

gagemeni  at  KiiMton^  Deeember  14. 

HDQBS.  NnfETY-BIXTH  NEW  TOBK  STATB  YOLimTBBBS, 

Camp  near  New  Barney  N.  0.,  December  21,  1862. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  I4th  instant,  when  the 
brigade  engaged  the  enemy  in  front  of  Kinston,  N.  C,  in  compliance 
with  the  o^ers  of  General  Wessells,  this  regiment,  under  command  of 
Col.  Charles  O.  Cray,  moved  down  the  road  leading  to  the  bridge  in 
front  and  filed  into  the  wood  and  moved  by  the  right  flank  several 
hundred  yards  to  the  right  of  the  road,  where  it  was  formed  into  line  of 
battle  and  rested  lying  down,  while  a  company  of  skirmishers  was  sent 
forward  to  feel  the  enemy's  plosition.  Finding  him  in  the  comer  of  the 
wood  to  the  right  in  some  force  we  advanc^  in  line  of  battle  under 
fire,  the  Eighty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers  being  on  our  left  and  One 
huodred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  as  support,  charging  and 
cheering,  the  enemy  retreating.  As  we  advanced  we  commenced  a 
rapid  fire,  which  was  diS(X)ntinued  after  a  few  moments,  the  enemy  get- 
ting out  of  range. 

I^n  receiving  an  order  to  advance  we  moved  toward  the  river,  feel* 

•  Embodied  in  revised  fltatemmit,  p.  00. 
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iog  our  way  through  the  strip  of  wood  leading  to  the  road.  Arriv- 
JDg  at  the  road  and  seeiug  the  enemy  crossing  the  bridge  in  retreat 
we  charged  rapidly  toward  it^  delivering  a  rapid  fire  and  receiving  a 
raking  fire  from  artillery  and  musketry.  Arriving  near  the  bridge  our 
regiment  was  cut  in  two  by  the  Tenth  Connecticut  crossing  our  line  of 
march.  Col.  Charles  O.  Oray,  with  two  companies,  charged  up  to  the 
bridge,  arriving,  with  the  regimental  colors,  first  u|k>u  the  end  of  the 
bridge,  where  a  portion  of  a  rebel  regiment  was  cut  off,  they  throwing 
their  guns  upon  ihe  burning  timbers  and  retreating  to  the  left  At 
this  moment  our  noble  colonel  was  shot  through  the  breast  by  a  mus- 
ket-ball, from  which  wound  be  soon  died.  Had  it  not  been  for  this  sad 
blow  our  regiment  must  have  been  the  first  to  have  crossed  after  the 
fleeiug  enemy. 

Beepectflilly, 

OEOBGB  W.  HINDS, 
Oaptamj  Oamdg.  Ifimetsf-iixih  Beffimmt  New  York  Volunteer. 

Capt  AscDBXW  Stewabt, 

Aut.  Adjt.  Gm.,  Third  Brigade^  Peel^s  DivitioH. 


No.  29. 


figNM^  0/  Ool  Joikma  B.  HaweUj  Eighty-fifth  Pmn»ylwMia  Iftfantrgy  i^ 

operaUam  Deoember  13-17. 

Hdqbs.  Eiohtt-fifth  Pennsylvania  Voluntbbbs, 
OoH^  near  New  Beme^  N.  0.,  Deoember  22^  1862. 

Gaptain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  December  13  instant^ 
while  on  the  march  on  the  recent  expedition  to  Kinston,  &c.,  at  the 
Southwest  Creek,  when  the  firing  at  that  place  began  I  was  ordered 
by  the  general  to  take  my  regiment  to  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to 
the  bridge,  and  on  the  right  of  the  battery  attached  to  our  brigade,  to 
support  the  battery. 

Soon  after  I  had  placed  my  regiment  in  the  position  ordered  I  was 
ordered  by  the  general  to  send  forward  two  companies  as  skirmishers, 
to  examine  the  wood  and  swamps  as  far  as  the  creek,  to  see  if  a  cross- 
ing were  practicable  and  to  feel  for  the  enemy.  In  obedience  to  the 
order  I  sent  forward  Companies  B  and  D,  under  command  of  Captain 
Hooker  (Company  B),  senior  captain.  Shortly  afterward  I  was  ordered 
to  move  the  regiment  forward  and  cross  the  creek  if  at  all  practicable, 
and  attack  and  drive  the  enemy  if  we  found  them  on  that  side  of  the 
road.  By  felling  trees  across  the  creek  and  with  much  difficulty  and 
labor  we  effected  a  crossing.  We  had  not  only  the  creek  to  pass  over 
but  swamps  on  both  sides  of  it.  While  crossing  the  creek  we  heard 
»harp  and  rapid  firing  in  the  advance  of  us,  and  on  coming  out  on  the 
road  ascertained  that  the  two  companies  (B  and  D),  under  Captain 
Hooker,  on  their  approach  to  the  i*oad  from  the  wood,  had  come  in 
contact  with  a  party  of  the  enemy  (First  Mississippi  Light  Artillery), 
who  had  a  piece  planted  on  the  road.  They  were  promptly  attacked  by 
Gaptain  Hooker  and  driven  from  their  gun— repulsed  with  a  loss  of  4 
men  killed. 

In  the  conflict  our  men  received  two  discharges  of  grape  and  canister 
&om  the  enemy  before  they  were  driven  from  their  gun.  The  enemy 
were  driven  up  the  road,  and  in  the  earnestness  of  pursuit  it  was  omit- 
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tod,  nnfortanately.  to  leave  any  one  in  chaiqge  of  the  piece  oaptnred. 
llie  Ninth  New  Jersey,  coming  up  immediately  thereafter,  took  the 
piece  into  their  poeseseion,  and  from  this  droomstance  mi^ht  have  ^e 
entire  credit  of  having  captored  it  awarded  to  them ;  whereas  the  credit 
of  the  capture  belongs  to  Uie  two  companies  of  my  n^ment  ezolnsively. 
I  do  not  believe,  however,  that  that  gallant  re^^ment  would  daam  the 
credit  to  the  pr^ndice  of  my  companies.  1  wish  to  state  here  that  the 
timely  arrival  of  Captain  Hook^  with  the  companies  and  the  gallant 
achievement  in  captoring  Uie  gun  and  diiving  the  enemy  manifestly 
saved  that  brave  regiment  (the  Ninth  New  Jersey)  ftom  being  seriously 
cut  up. 

I  desire,  captam,  to  communicate  to  the  general,  in  the  very  highest 
terms  of  commendation  and  praise,  the  promptness  and  gallaotiy  man- 
ifested by  the  brave  officers  and  enlisted  men  engaged  in  that  bUbAti 
and  I  also  desire  to  do  the  same  justice  to  the  other  gallant  officers  ana 
enlisted  men  of  my  regiment  for  their  untiring  seal  and  indefatigable 
indnstjy  and  energetic  efforts  made  and  exhibited  in  effecting  the  cross- 
ing of  the  creek,  overcoming  difficulties  that  seemed  iJmost  insurmount- 
able, and  also  for  the  rapid  movement  forward  (exhausted  as  tiiey  were) 
after  the  crossing  was  effected. 

On  December  14  instant,  at  the  battle  of  Kinston,  I  was  directed  by 
the  general,  at  the  very  commencement  of  the  light,  to  deploy  my  re^- 
ment  in  line  and  move  it  forward  through  the  woods  and  swamps  which 
lay  on  the  left  of  the  road  leadin^f  to  Kinston.  That  order  was  promptly 
obeyed — as  promptly  as  the  almost  impassable  character  of  the  ground 
admitted  of.  After  getting  through  we  came  to  the  open  field  on  the 
left  of  the  road,  on  the  line  with  the  fire  of  the  enemy  and  in  advance  of 
the  fire  from  our  side.  We  met  with  some  of  the  enemy  in  our  passage. 
I  sent  my  adjutant  back  to  inform  the  general  of  our  position  (having 
received  an  order  to  halt),  and  to  ask  for  fhrther  orders.  The  ac^utant 
returned  with  orders  to  return  to  the  road  and  there  support  the  bat- 
tery which  was  under  the  command  of  Captain  Morrison,  which  order 
was  obeyed.  I  found,  however,  a  part  of  die  left  wing  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  third  Pennsylvania  volunteers  duectly  in  front  <rf  us.  Oar 
position  was  on  the  left  of  the  battery  and  left  of  the  road. 

Shortly  afterward,  in  obedience  to  an  order  of  Lieutenant  Beegle, 
aide  to  the  general.  I  moved  my  regiment,  deployed  in  line  of  baUle, 
forward,  preceded  by  a  part  of  the  left  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and 
third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.  On  coming  out  of  the  wood  and  swamp 
we  came  to  an  open  field  in  front  of  us,  and  there  we  received  sharp, 
rapid,  and  continuous  fire  firom  the  enemy.  I  should  think  we  were 
under  fire  there  for  an  hour.  We  returned  their  fire  as  rapidly.  The 
firing  on  our  part  was  splendidly  done.  We  then  moved  rapidly  for- 
ward across  the  field,  driving  tibie  enemy  fh)m  the  wood  in  firont  of  us 
and  from  the  church.  We  passed  through  the  wood  to  a  large  open 
field  lying  between  the  wood  and  the  river. 

The  fire  of  the  enemy  during  this  time  was  very  heavy,  but  the  gal- 
lant officers  and  enlisted  men  of  my  regiment  and  of  that  part  of  ^e 
One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  which  was  with  us 
dashed  forward,  with  a  shout  and  with  cheers,  through  the  fire  without 
flinching.  When  about  midway  over  the  fidd  I  discovered,  by  ascend- 
ing a  slight  elevation  which  we  were  approaching,  that  my  own  regi- 
ment and  the  One  hundred  and  third  would  be  cut  to  pieces  by  pursu- 
ing that  line,  and  that  I  could  accomplish  as  much  by  moving  to  the 
right,  which  I  did.  We  succeeded,  as  I  have  before  stated,  in  driving 
the  enemy  from  our  front  and  frx>m  their  position  in  the  ch  uch. 
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It  gives  me  the  greatest  pleasure  to  refer  the  general  to  the  eaUant 
condact  of  my  ofScers  and  enlisted  men  in  this  engagement  and  to  be 
able  to  speak  in  the  very  highest  terms  of  their  coolness^  flzmness,  and 
ooorage  dtiring  the  whole  time  of  the  fight 

In  the  engagement  at  White  Hall  and  at  the  railroad  bridge  my 
regiment  was  nnder  the  eye  of  the  general,  and,  although  not  actually 
engaged  in  the  firing,  it  was  in  hne  of  battle  and  within  reach  of  the 
enemy's  fire,  and  behaved  with  coolness  and  firmness,  and  ready  and 
desirous  to  be  led  into  the  fights. 

For  the  good  conduct  and  soldierly  bearing  of  my  regiment  on  the 
march,  going  and  returning,  we  have  already  received  the  commenda- 
tion or  our  general;  that,  with  the  consciousness  that  we  deserve  it,  is 
our  highest  reward.  There  was  no  straggling  i^m  my  regiment  of  any 
account,  and  firom  all  disgracefdl  acts  and  scenes  done  and  perpetrated 
on  that  march  ^eir  skirts  are  free. 

A  list  of  the  casualties  has  already  been  fhmished  you.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  captain,  resi)ectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

JOSHUA  B.  HOWBLL, 
Oohmd  EtghtyJiftk  Penmylvtmia  Vohmtmn. 

Oapt  AlNBBBW  Stbwabt, 

Auisttmt  A4ifut(mt-0m^eralj  WeudW  Briffod^ 


No.  SO. 


Report  of  M€^.  Alexamder  W.  Tafflcr^  One  himdred  amdjlrti  Pamnf IwMifa 
I^fdniryJ  ofmgagemmi  at  JTIiMioii,  Deoemier  14. 

HDQBS.  lOlST  PENNSYLTAKIA  VOLUlfTBBBB, 

JVm  Bem€j  N.  0.,  Deeember  24, 1802. 

Gaptaik  :  AlS  commander  of  the  One  hundred  and  first  Regiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  during  the  engagement  near  Elinston,  on  Bun- 
day,  the  14tii  instant,  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my 
report  t 

When  the  firing  commenced  in  the  morning,  by  order  of  the  general 
the  One  hundred  and  first  Begiment  was  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  on 
the  right  of  the  road  near  the  wood.  We  remained  in  this  position 
until  ordered  by  the  general  forward  and  to  the  right  of  the  toad  in  rear 
of  the  Ninety-sixth  New  York. 

Soon  alter,  by  order  of  Colonel  Heckman,  we  were  moved  forward 
and  to  the  left  to  the  support  of  a  battery  of  the  Third  New  York  ArtU- 
lery.  We  remained  with  this  battery  until  the  close  of  the  engage- 
ment. 

During  the  entire  engagement  the  conduct  of  the  regiment  was  all 
that  could  have  been  desired. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  W.  TAYLOB, 
Jfo^  One  hwidred  amd  first  Penntyloama  Vohtnteen. 

tiapt  Ajndbbw  StbwJlBT, 
AuMtmt  Adfukmi-ChneraL 


'Embodied  In  reyiaed  itatflaMiity  p.  60. 
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No.  31. 

tieport  of  Lieut.  Col  Wihon  O.  MaxwtUj  One  hundred  and  third  Penn 
eylva/nia  Iftfamtryy  of  eng($gement  at  KmeUmy  Deeember  14. 

Hdqrs.  103d  Bboimbnt  Prnnsyltania  Yoluntbbrs, 
Oamp  near  New  Beme^  N,  C,  Beeember  25, 1862. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  action  of  the  One  hundred  and 
third  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  in  the  engagement  at  Kinston: 

Sunday,  December  14,  at  9.40  a.  m.,  I  was  ordered  to  move  my  regi- 
ment forward  as  a  support  to  one  section  of  Morrison's  battery,  having 
the  right  wing  rest  on  the  right  and  the  left  wing  on  the  left  of  said 
section,  with  orders  to  direct  our  movement  with  the  battery.  After 
advancing  gradually  for  over  50  rods  with  said  battery  we  halted,  when 
the  Nine^-second  New  York  Volunteers  moved  past  us  and  filed  off  in 
front  of  the  right  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and  third.  After  remaining 
not  more  than  one  hour  in  advance  they  fell  back  across  the  right  wing 
and  reformed  their  line  in  our  rear. 

At  this  time  Captain  Stewart,  assistant  adjutant-general,  came  up  and 
ordered  me  to  move  my  regiment  forward  in  advance  of  the  battery. 
We  moved  forward  through  a  swamp  of  thick  undergrowth  and  water 
from  1  to  2  feet  deep  and  about  20  rods  wide.  Immediately  after  cro8s- 
ing  said  swamp  we  received  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  enemy's  line, 
which  we  then  learned  was  but  a  few  rods  in  our  advance.  We  de- 
livered a  volley,  lay  down  under  cover  of  a  small  knoll,  reloaded  and 
fixed  bayonets,  rose,  delivered  another  volley,  and  charged  up  over  the 
bank.  At  this  time  an  order  from  the  Eighty-fifth  Pennsylvania,  which 
was  moving  up  in  rear  of  the  left  wing,  demanded  us  to  cease  firing,  as 
we  were  firing  into  our  own  men. 

The  enemy's  fire  in  front  of  our  left  was  immediately  directed  on  our 
right,  making,  in  connection  with  the  fire  from  the  strong  line  in  front, 
a  heavy  cross-fire;  also  we  were  in  danger  of  a  fire  in  the  rear  from 
the  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts,  whose  line  was  immediately  in  rear  of 
our  right  wing.  Under  this  combined  fire  I  gave  the  order  to  lie  down, 
and  fh>m  this  position  we  again  rose,  charged  after  the  enemy  some  20 
rods,  when  their  fire  was  completely  silenc^.  We  were  then  ordered 
to  halt  and  await  the  arrival  of  the  battery.  During  tMs  time  the 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  moved  by  the  flank  from  our  right  and  reached 
the  bridge.  From  the  time  we  first  formed  our  line  as  a  support  to  the 
battery  until  we  reached  the  bridge  was  i^m  9.40  a.  m.  to  2  p.  m.  Our 
loss  dnriDg  this  time  out  of  430  actually  engaged  was  14  killed  and  58 
wounded,  some  of  the  latter  mortally.  During  the  whole  of  this  time 
all  of  the  officers  and  men  of  the  regiment  bdiiaved  in  an  exemplary 
manner,  showing  entire  coolness.  1  will  mention  Uiat  when  we  made 
our  first  charge  the  Tenth  Oonnecticut  overlapped  our  extreme  right 
two  companies ;  from  the  second  charge  we  moved  past  their  line,  pass- 
mg  their  left. 

Accompanying  this  you  will  find  a  complete  list  of  the  killed  and 
wounded,  made  from  the  surgeon's  report* 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  0.  MAXWELL, 
Lieutenant-Cohnely  Oomdg.  One  hundred  a/nd  third  Pa.  Vole. 

Oapt.  Andrew  Btswabt, 

Aeet.  Ai^U  Qen.^  Third  Brigade^  Ped^s  Dkneian. 

•See leviaed itatennent,  p. 80. 
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Na  32. 

Bepwi  of  Lieui,  Col.  Horace  A.  Mamokester^  First  New  York  Marine  Ar- 
HUeiryj  of  naval  operations  on  ike  ITeuee  Biver^  December  12-15. 

HBADQUABTEB8  MABINB  ABTILLBBY, 

New  BemCy  N.  0.j  December  16, 1862. 

Sib  :  Id  aocordanoe  with  your  instraotious  on  the  12th  instant,  after 
waiting  until  4  p.  m.  at  Willis'  Landing  and  learning  that  yonr  boats 
coald  not  reach  me  for  want  of  water,  I  nroceeded  on  board  the  steamer 
AUison,  accompanied  by  the  steamers  Ocean  Wave,  Port  Boyal,  Wil- 
son, and  North  State,  to  ascend  the  Neose  Biver  on  a  reconnaissance 
toward  Eiuston.  At  dusk  I  anchored  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lee's 
landing,  about  20  miles  from  New  B^me  by  the  river,  making  all  dis- 
positioiis  for  defense  in  case  of  attack. 

At  daylight  on  the  13th  got  under  way,  and,  with  much  difficulty 
and  labor,  worked  our  way  up  to  within  2  miles  of  Einston,  meeting 
with  but  fidight  opposition  from  the  guerrillas  on  shore,  by  whose  fire 
I  man  of  the  Allison  crew  was  seriously  wounded.  About  2  miles 
fh>m  Einston,  upon  a  turn  in  the  river,  we  suddenly  found  our  boats  in 
face  of  a  10-gun  battery,  and  penned  up  within  the  banks  of  the  river, 
about  100  feet  wide.  I  immediately  ordered  the  Port  Boyal,  Ocean 
Wave,  and  Wilson  to  retire,  the  North  State  not  having  arrived,  and 
iuterposed  the  Allison  between  the  battery,  whieh  had  opened  fire,  and 
the  boats.  The  boats  had  to  be  backed  down,  as  the  river  would  not 
admit  their  turning,  and  it  occupied  twenty  or  thirty  minutes.  We 
replied  to  the  enemy's  fire  with  one  Parrott  gun,  the  first  fire  being 
within  canister  range.  These  shells  were  exploded  within  the  batteries 
with  apparent  effect,  as  the  enemy  ceased  their  fire  for  some  time  after. 

It  waa  sunset  when  the  firing  commenced,  and  it  became  dark  so  soon 
that  I  was  scarcely  able  to  get  the  boats  under  the  protection  of  the 
trees  before  we  were  left  to  grope  in  total  darkness.  The  enemy's  shell 
exploded  over  and  around  us  with  but  little  damage.  The  Allison  re- 
ceived three  shots,  one  taking  off  the  tip  of  tiie  pOot-house ;  the  next 
passing  through  the  roof  and  through  the  smoke-stack,  and  tiie  third 
cutting  away  some  fender  and  light  work.  Our  boats  were  moved  in 
double  line,  hay,  beef,  bread,  &c.,  being  packed  along  the  sides.  The 
guns  were  put  into  batt^  on  the  decks  and  bags  of  oats  spread  over 
the  decks.  In  this  position  we  awaited  until  morning  in  expectation 
of  the  enemy's  apx>earanGe.  Several  attempts  were  made  to  reconnoiter 
our  position  in  the  early  evening,  which  were  promptly  defeated  by  the 
sentinel's  fire.  A  reconnaissance  was  made  on  thedrs  by  Lieutenant 
Doane,  but  little  information  gained. 

Soon  after  taking  up  our  position  for  the  night  we  heard  heavy  firing 
a  few  miles  to  the  westward  of  us,  which  continued  about  an  hour. 

At  daylight  in  the  morning,  upon  examination,  I  found  the  largest 
boat  on  the  bottom,  and  that  the  water  had  fallen  during  the  night  over 
19  inches.  I  immediately  ordered  a  lighter  boat  to  hitch  on  to  the  Ocean 
Wave  and  drag  her  off  and  then  drop  down  the  river  to  deeper  water. 
This  was  a  slow  operation,  as  we  had  to  go  stem  foremost,  and  our 
boats  often  grounded.  The  forenoon  was  consumed  in  getting  5  miles. 
Here  we  found  the  North  State,  and  learned  that  a  force  of  the  enemy 
was  about  3  miles  below  to  dispute  our  passage  down.  We  winded  aU 
our  boats  but  the  Ocean  Wave  and  dropped  down  2  miles  farther  when 
we  succeeded  in  turning  her.  The  North  State  was  sent  forward  to  find 
the  enemy's  position,  the  others  following  to  shell  them  out    About  a 
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mile  from  an  old  dam,  on  a  tarn  where  the  water  wad  swift,  we  found 
the  first  party,  who  fled  after  one  of  their  number  had  been  tumbled  into 
the  river  by  a  shot.  Ocousional  firing  was  kept  np  by  the  enemy  for  5 
miles,  when  we  came  npon  a  party  l^ged  b^ind  a  log  house.  They 
stood  but  one  fire  from  our  Parrotts  and  ran,  leaving,  as  we  learned, 
several  of  their  numbcor  killed  wad  wounded.  Here  we  learned  fh>m  a 
contraband  that  a  party  of  70  had  crossed  early  that  morning  to  obstruct 
the  river  at  Oldfield  Bank  Landing,  and  that,  by  the  addition  of  others, 
we  might  expect  to  meet  140  men  there.  We  proceeded  at  once  to  the 
place,  the  enemy  keeping  up  an  occasional  shot  at  us.  Here  we  found 
them  in  possession  of  both  sides  of  the  river,  and  occupying  the  turn  so 
as  to  fire  into  the  stem  of  our  boats.  They  opened  on  the  Ocean  Wave 
with  a  volley  which  was  returned  with  interest,  and  the  other  boats, 
seeing  their  position  for  the  fire,  opened  with  grape  and  canister  with 
such  effect  that  the  last  boat  coming  up  could  find  no  one  to  fire  at.  The 
boats,  after  a  brief  delay,  passed  on  to  Btreet^s  Ferry,  where,  meeting 
the  boats  of  the  navy,  reported  to  yon. 

In  the  last  fight  Edwin  J.  Perkins,  of  Marine  Artillery,  was  killed,  and 
another  of  that  regiment  and  a  member  of  the  Signal  Corps  were  seri- 
ously wounded. 

Our  loss  was  1  killed  and  8  severely  and  several  slightly  wounded. 
Of  the  enemy,  1  was  shot  fh>m  the  bridge  and  fell  into  the  water,  and  2 
were  blown  to  pieces  on  the  bank.  At  me  log  house  30  men  are  said  to 
have  been  in  it  when  two  30-pounder  Parrotts,  loaded  with  canister,  were 
fired  through  it  at  a  distance  of  200  feet,  and  at  the  Oldfield  Bank  the 
fire  of  the  Ocean  Wave,  North  State,  and  Port  Boyal  was  direct  and 
within  400  feet  of  the  enemy. 

The  Ocean  Wave  and  Allison  are  somewhat  disabled,  both  byshot  and 
contact  with  trees ;  the  North  State  has  lost  her  rudder.    The  other 
boats  are  in  good  order  for  use. 
Bespectftdly, 

H.  A.  MANOHBSTBB, 
JAeutenant-Oolanelj  Oammanding  Mari/M  Artwerf, 

Commander  A.  Mubbat,  17.  &  Jfavy. 


No.  38. 


Aporto ofMaj,  Qtfn,  6iMtaim«  W. Smithy  0.  & Army.commandingDq^ari' 
ment  oflTartk  Carolina  and  Southern  Virginia^  oj  operaHom  Deoomber 
13-18. 

PETEBSBUBa,  Ya.,  DoeemboT  13, 1862. 

The  force  at  Suffolk  is  believed  to  be  still  strong  and  threatening. 
Evans  has  been  fighting  all  day  in  advance  of  Kinston,  principally  ar- 
tillery. We  were  retiring  slowly,  and  at  night  the  enemy  were  near 
the  bridge  at  ELinston.  Bvans  calls  for  re-enforcements.  One  regi- 
ment started  from  here  at  8  o'clock  and  one  more  will  start  at  6  o^olock 
in  the  morning  from  this  place  and  one  from  the  Blackwater.  I  will 
probably  not  leave  this  place  before  to-morrow  afternoon.  Is  there 
anything  fix>m  Fredericksburg  f 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Ma^'OmoraL 
Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Beerekary  of  Wait. 
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GOLBSBOBOtTOH,  N.  C,  Deocmber  15, 18d2. 

I  arriyed  hero  at  3  p.  m.  The  telegraph  with  General  Evans  is  cat 
off.  By  latest  information  he  was  at  Faling  Greek,  6  miles  this  side  of 
Einston.  Enemy  now  estimate<l  at  30,000,  and  scoots  report  re-enforce- 
ments constantly  arriving  firom  New  Berne.  Governor  Yance  is  here. 
He  t€Jls  me  that  all  acoonnts  agree  in  stating  that  our  troops  behaved 
admirably  in  the  engagement  of  yesterday. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Hon.  JiJOBS  A,  Sbddon, 

Beoretarjfof  War. 


Wbldou,  N.  G.,  December  15, 1802. 

Your  telegram  is  received.*  I  have  ordered  three  regiments  of 
Daniel's  bri^ule,  the  three  Mississippi  regiments  and  two  batteries  from 
Richmond,  one  regiment  from  Petersbnrg,  and  one  from  the  Blackwater 
and  batteries  to  be  sent  as  soon  as  possible  to  Goldsborongh.  Please 
ask  the  QnartermasterGeneral  to  do  everything  in  his  power  to  expe- 
dite their  transportation.  Evans  retired  this  side  the  river  about  dark 
and  burned  the  bridge.    General  Beauregard  will  send  5,000  infemtry 

and  three  batteries.  

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Ji^gOT*  OenefMrn 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sxddon. 


Preparation  has  been  made  to  send  forward  all  the  troops  referred  to 
in  this  dispatch  as  soon  as  they  can  be  ready  to-day.  The  three  regi- 
ments of  DaniellB  brigade  will  march  to  Petersbnrg  with  the  batteries 
i^nd  take  rail  firom  there.  The  Mississippi  regiments  will  go  by  rail  all 
the  way;  start  at  12  m. 

fteflpeetftiUy,  

A.  G.  MYEBS, 
Quartermaeter-Oeiiiral, 


GOLDSBOBOuaH,  N.  0.,  December  16, 1802. 

My  Dbab  Sib  :  Your  letter  of  Sunday  reached  me  at  this  place  last 
nights  I  received  your  telegram  of  Sunday  night  at  Weldon,  and  from 
that  place  by  telegraph  ordered  troops  forward  to  this  point — one  regi- 
ment of  infiantry  frook  the  Blackwater,  one  from  Petersburg,  and  six  from 
Richmond,  with  three  batteries  of  artillery,  leaving  on  the  Blackwater 
two  regiments  of  infantry,  two  of  cavalry,  and  several  batteries ;  one 
regiment  at  Petersburg,  a  small  guard  at  Weldon,  and  a  guaurd  at  the 
battery  at  the  obstructions  in  the  Roanoke  near  Hamilton.  I  arrived 
here  after  3  p.  m.  yesterday,  and  sent  you  by  telegraph  a  statement  of 
the  condition  of  affairs.  At  12  o'clock  midnight  it  was  reported  that 
the  enemy  were  passing  up  the  river  on  the  south  side  toward  Dudley 
Station  or  this  place.  General  Bvans  appealed  strongly  for  cavalry, 
reporting  that  he  had  but  one  company.  I  had  none,  nor  troops  of  any 
kind.    I  improvised,  with  the  assistance  of  the  Gk>vemor,  who  is  here, 

*  Bee  Confederate  conespondenoe.  Commimicatioii  ftom  Seddon  to  Smith,  dated 
December  14, 1001,  jpoft 
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the  best  meaoR  we  ooald  for  obtaining  information  (h>m  the  sonth  sidr 
of  the  river.  There  were  no  troops  there  whatever,  the  battalion  pick- 
eting on  that  side  below  Riuston  ha\ing  been  enveloped  by  the  enemy. 
General  French  arrived  about  7  o'clock  this  morning  with  one  regiment 
from  Petersbnrg,  and  has  gone  down  to  Bear  Creek,  aboat  12  miles,  to 
^3in  (General  Evaus.  Daring  the  night,  not  knowing  when  the  troops 
brom  Petersburg  might  be  expected  to  get  here,  I  had  ordered  General 
Evans  to  send  one  regiment  to  a  bridge  6  miles  belovr  here  and  one  to 
this  place  to  guard  the  milroad  bridge  and  common-road  bridge  near 
the  city.  We  can  get  nothing  through  the  telegraph  from  Wilmington. 
Heavy  firing  is  now  heanl  distinctly  upon  the  river  below,  supposed  to 
be  at  White  Uall  Bridge,  15  miles  below,  or  perhaps  near  the  Six  Mile 
Bridge.  There  is,  as  usual,  great  delay  and  difficulty  in  the  railroacl 
transportation.  I  hope  soon  to  obtain  information  of  the  enemy's  move- 
ments, and  on  the  asrival  of  the  troops  from  Richmond  will  endeavor  to 
strike  an  effective  blow.  Banks'  fleet  is  reported  by  General  Whiting 
as  certainly  at  Beaufort,  but  it  is  not  known  whether  or  not  they  have 
landed.  They  are  within  ten  or  twelve  hours'  sail  of  him.  Troops  from 
General  Beauregard  were  to  have  arrived  in  Wilmington  this  morning 
early,  but  I  have  heard  nothing  from  there  to-day.  We  have  no  cav- 
alry, no  transportation,  and  are  laboring  under  some  other  difficulties. 
My  staff  is  not  here.  I  am  much  pressed  for  time,  and  write  in  great 
haste.  The  troops  are  in  good  heart  I  shall  do  my  best  to  give  a  good 
account  of  the  enemy. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

6.  W.  SMITH, 

Mafar-OenerdL 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon. 

Secretary  oj  Wwr. 

P.  S. — A  good  many  of  Evans'  troops  were  cut  off  and  are  now  coming 
straggling  in  across  the  river.  The  heavy  guns  in  the  battery  at  the 
obstructions  below  Kinston  had  to  be  abandoned  when  General  Evans 
fell  back.  They  had  previously  beaten  back  the  gunboats.  The  200 
men  composing  the  garrison,  with  the  field  battery,  retired  toward  the 
north  and  arrived  here  with  their  pieces  last  night.  Gidueral  Evans  has 
not  furnished  me  with  an  estimate  of  his  losses. 


GoLDSBOBOtJGH,  N.  0.,  December  16, 1862. 

The  enemy  made  this  morning  a  serious  attack  at  White  Hall  Bridge, 
on  the  right  and  roar  of  our  position,  this  side  of  Kinston.  At  2  p.  m. 
a  cavalry  force,  estimated  at  500  or  more,  burned  a  turpentine  stem  at 
Mount  Olive,  at  the  railroad,  14  miles  from  here;  injured  the  track  and 
cut  the  teleipraph  poles.    Extent  of  injury  not  known. 

Later, — ^l%e  enemy  have  been  driven  back  fit)m  White  Hall  Bridge ; 
his  loss  very  severe,  ours  nut  so.  They  have  abandoned  Kinston.  The 
bridges  below  here  are  blimed.  We  are  sadly  in  want  of  cavalry.  None 
of  the  troops  from  Richmond  have  arrived. 

G.  W.  SMITH. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon. 

GoLDSBOBOuaH,  N.  0.,  December  18, 1862. 

The  enemy  yesterday  made  a  sudden  movement  in  large  force  upon 
the  two  bridges  near  this  place,  drove  back  our  pickets,  and  succeeded 
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in  bnmmg  the  railroad  bridge.  Several  brigades  were  afterward  passed 
over  the  coanty  bridge.  They  attacked  and  drove  the  enemy  back  and 
saied  the  county  bridge.  The  enemy  were  in  very  large  numbers, 
their  second  positioii  was  a  vor^*  strong  one ;  night  was  at  hand ;  only 
a  portion  of  the  troops  from  Richmond  had  arrived ;  none  of  the  artil- 
lery and  none  of  the  cavalry  from  either  Bichmond  or  Petersburg.  1 
(iul  not  consider  it  advisable  to  attack  them  again.  The  enemy  retired 
during  the  night.  The  few  mounted  we  have  (about  60)  have  been  sent 
oat  to  ascertain  their  position  and  probable  intentions.  It  was  sup- 
posed that  the  whole  force  of  the  enemy  was  present.  The  force  was  cer- 
tainly over  15,000.  Without  cavalry  it  is  almost  impossible  to  obtain 
accurate  or  prompt  infonnatiou  of  the  enemy's  mo.^ements  or  num- 
bers. They  are  burning  mills  and  honses  and  devastating  the  country 
in  eveiy  direction.  We  have  not  transportation  sufficient  even  for 
ammnnitioD.    I  shall  move  as  soon  as  possible. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mn^or-General, 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Skddon, 

Seoretary  of  War. 

HEADQaABTEBS, 

Qoldsborough^  N.  C.j  December  29, 1862. 

Genebal.:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copies  of  the  reports  of  Briga- 
lier-Generals  Evans,  Bobertson,  and  Clingman,  giving  an  account  oi 
he  various  aflGEurs  with  the  enemy  in  this  vicinity  in  their  recent  bridge- 
mrning  and  pillaging  expedition  from  New  Berne. 

Brigadier-General  ESvans,  with  2,000  men,  held  them  in  check  at  South- 
west Creek,  beyond  Kinston,  on  the  13th,  and  on  the  14th  delayed  their 
advance  for  some  time  and  succeeded  in  withdrawing  his  force  with 
small  loss  to  the  left  bank  of  the  Neuse  Biver  at  Kinston.  He  held 
them  at  bay  until  the  16th,  when  they  advanced  on  the  opposite  side  of 
the  river  and  made  an  attack  at  White  Hall  Bridge,  about  18  miles  be- 
low Goldsborough,  in  which  they  were  driven  back  by  General  Bobert- 
son  with  severe  loss.  Small  re-enforcement»  arrived  from  Petersburg 
and  Wilmington  on  the  15th,  one  regiment  of  which  was  placed  in  posi- 
tion to  cover  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  Neuse,  near  this  place.  A  bat- 
talion of  artillery,  which  had  made  a  succci^sful  retreat  from  the  works 
at  the  obstructions  below  Kinston  after  the  enemy  occupied  the  latter 
point  in  force,  was  stationed  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  tlie  railroa<1 
bridge,  and  about  half  a  mile  above  at  the  county  bi  idge.  On  the  16tli 
a  regiment  arrived  from  Wilmington  and  one  from  Petersburg,  both  of 
which  were  Kent  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river  and  placed  under  Gen 
eral  Glingman's  command  to  protect  the  two  bridges. 

Gn  the  morning  of  the  17th,  having  no  cavalry  and  being  unable  to 
obtain  information  by  other  means^  I  directed  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ste- 
vens,  of  the  Engineers,  with  two  t)rigades  and  five  pieces  of  artillery,  to 
make  a  reconnaissance  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  position  and 
numbers  of  the  enemy.  General  Evans'  brigade  had  then  reached  Golds- 
borough  by  rail,  and,  remaining  on  board,  only  awaited  the  clearing  oi 
the  track  and  watering  of  the  engines  to  move  by  rail  to  the  position 
already  occupied  by  General  Olingman  with  his  three  regiments,  about 
Ij  miles  beyond  the  railroad  bridge.  Tlie  capacity  of  the  water-tanks 
being  inadequate  for  the  amount  of  transportation  accumulated  here  at 
that  time,  the  cars  were  delayed  until  after  12  o'clock  for  want  of  water, 
pending  which  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  before  General  Glingman's 
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three  regiments  and  he  withdrew  across  the  ooonty  bridge  to  this  side 
of  the  river.  The  artillery  of  the  enemy  was  playing  apon  the  railroad 
bridge,  and  Evans'  brigade  had  at  last  to  move  forwaM  by  the  county 
road  and  cross,  if  at  all,  the  bridge  half  a  mile  above  the  railroad. 

About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  oue  bold  and  dariug  incendiary  Anc- 
ceeded  in  reaching  the  bridge,  and  covered  by  the  wire  wall  of  the  abnt 
ment,  lighted  a  flame  which  soon  destroyed  the  snperstmctnre,  leaving 
the  masonry  abutments  and  pier  intact.  AtHiat  time  re-enforcements 
which  I  had  ordered  from  Richmond  were  hourly  expected.  It  was  very 
important  for  us  now  to  save  the  county  bridge,  the  only  means  remain- 
ing of  crossing  the  river  in  this  vicinity.  Evans'  and  Oliugman's  bri- 
SAea  were  oidered  to  cross,  supported  by  Pettigrew's  brigade,  and  the 
ississippi  brigade,  just  coming  in,  was  ordered  to  move  forward  at 
once. 

The  enemy  were  driven  back  from  their  position  on  the  line  of  the  rail- 
road, but  on  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  the  nature  of  the  ground, 
and  the  fact  that  our  artillery,  cavalry,  and  a  large  portion  of  the  re- 
enforcements  had  not  yet  arrived,  it  was  not  advisable  to  attack  their 
strong  second  position  that  evening.  During  the  night  the  enemy  made 
a  hurried  retreat  to  their  fortifications  and  gunboats,  moving  with  such 
celerity  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  pursuit  with  any  other  arm  than 
cavalry,  of  which  at  that  time,  unfortunately,  we  had  none.  I  passed 
over  the  railroad  from  the  Neuse  Bridge  to  Wilmington  on  the  24th  and 
returned  last  night  The  bridge  is  fast  being  repaired.  At  present  we 
are  subjected  to  the  temporary  inconvenience  of  transshipment  across 
the  county  bridge,  but  in  a  very  few  days  t^is  will  be  remedied  and 
everything  restored  to  the  former  condition. 

I  regret  that  this  grand  army  of  invasion  did  not  remain  in  the  in- 
terior long  enough  for  us  to  get  at  them.  As  it  is,  they  burned  the 
superstructure  of  two  bridges,  which  cost  originally  less  than  $10,000 
and  can  be  replaced  at  once,  and  have  utterly  fiftiled  to  attempt  to  take 
advantage  of  the  temporary  and  partial  interruption  of  our  railroad  line 
for  the  purpose  of  striking  a  decisive  blow  at  any  important  point  before 
we  could  thoroughly  re-establish  our  communications  with  it. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  reports  of  Lieut.  Col.  [W.  H.] 
Stevens^  0.  8.  Engineers,  and  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pool,  as  well  as  to 
those  or  the  three  brigadier-generals  previously  named. 

Our  loss  is  reported  at  71  killed  and  268  wounded,  and  about  400  miss- 
ing. Most  of  the  latter  were  taken  prisoners  at  Eanston  Bridge,  and. 
have  since  been  returned  paroled. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Mafar-Oenerdly  dnnma/nding. 

General  S.  Ooopbb, 

Adfutamt  and  Inspector  Oeneral,  Bichmcndy  Va, 


No.  34 


Report  of  Lieut  OoL  Walter  H.  BtevenSj  0,  8.  BngineerSy  of  operaHone 

Deoember  16-17. 

Hbadquabtbbb, 
OoldOHmmgh,  N.  C,  Deoember  10, 1862. 

GB19BIIAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
On  the  moniing  of  Tuesday,  the  16th  instant,  by  your  direction,  I 
posted  Lieutenant-Oolond  Pool's  battalion  of  North  Oaiolina  Troops 
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(armed  aa  infiBmtry)  at  the  laihroad  and  county  bridges  o  rer  the  Nenae 
near  this  place.  Two  pieces  of  artillery  were  placed  commanding 
the  railroad  bridge,  one  fvt  the  connty  bridge,  and  two  a  short  dis- 
tance in  the  rear,  enfilading  a  portion  of  the  right  bank  of  the  river 
which  flanked  the  position  immediately  at  the  bridge.  These  disposi- 
taims  were  completed  at  7  a.  m.  About  10  a.  m.  I  started  with  Colonel 
Onnningham  without  an  escort  to  reconnoiter  the  right  bank  of  the 
river  firom  Dudley  toward  White  Hall,  having  been  l€4  to  believe  that 
the  enemy  were  or  might  be  marching  in  that  direction  with  a  view  of 
cutting  the  railroad.  On  arriving  at  Dudley,  hearing  nothing  of  the 
)nemy,  in  company  with  Golonel  Collier,  of  the  county  militia,  I  pro- 
ceeded 4  or  5  miles  on  the  road  to  White  Hall,  seeing  nothing  of  the 
enemy.  I  soon  saw  a  large  smoke  in  the  direction  of  Mount  Olive.  I 
rode  immediately  to  Dudley  and  found  a  train  of  cars  that  started  for 
Wilmington  had  turned  back,  finding  the  road  was  burned  at  Mount 
Olive.  I  took  the  train  to  this  place  to  report  to  yon  the  cutting  of  the 
road.  On  the  way  to  Qoldsborough  I  passed  General  Cliugman's  com- 
mand on  the  roadside,  near  where  the  county  road  crosses  the  railroad. 

Early  the  next  morning  I  was  directed  to  make  an  armed  reconnais- 
sauce  of  the  enemy  with  Oenerals  Evans'  and  Clingman's  commands. 
My  instructions  were  to  find  the  enemy,  to  sweep  the  county,  guarding 
the  flanks  well,  and  if  engaging  the  enemy  the  command  should  be  so 
pressed  as  to  fiill  back  l^ore  being  re-enforced,  to  fall  back  fighting 
and  cross  at  the  county  bridge ;  or  if  pressed  too  closely  to  try  that,  to 
continue  up  the  river,  crossing  higher  up.  A  first-rate  guide  was  fur- 
nished me. 

General  Clingman's  command  being  on  the  road  to  Dudley,  I  iuformed 
General  Evans  that  his  command  ought  to  go  to  Dudley  by  rail  as  soon 
as  they  conld  be  embarked.  As  soon  as  the  troops  were  fairly  aboard 
I  started  with  Captain  Beinhart  and  a  part  of  his  cavalry  company  for 
Dudley.  On  reaching  the  county  bridge  I  heard  a  few  cannon-shot  east 
of  the  railroad.  On  crossing  the  bridge  I  found  a  portion  of  General 
Clingman's  command,  Colonel  Shaw  commanding.  I  was  informed  by 
Colonel  Shaw  that  the  enemy  were  advancing  in  two  (H)lumn8,  one  by 
the  railroad,  the  other  by  the  White  Hall  road,  and  that  one  regiment 
(Colonel  Marshall's)  was  posted  at  the  railroad  bridge  on  the  right  bank. 
General  Clingman  then  came  upon  the  ground  and  I  recommended  him 
to  lorm  his  command  with  two  pieces  of  artillery  obliquely  across  the 
county  road,  covering  the  head  of  the  bridge.  I  then  proceeded  to  the 
front  and  right  on  the  county  road  to  a  point  where  the  road  turns  to 
cross  theraikoad  on  the  way  to  Dudley.  A  steady  fire  of  artillery  was 
kept  up  by  the  enemy  at  the  railroad  bridge.  I  soon  saw  one  regiment 
of  the  enemy  get  on  the  railroad  track,  soon  another,  and  finally  four  in 
all ;  these,  witii  four  or  six  pieces  of  artillery,  were  all  the  troops  I  could 
see.  They  marched  deliberately  toward  the  railroad  bridge,  then  dou- 
ble-quicked for  a  few  instants,  and  finally  disappeared  Irom  my  view 
eitiier  in  the  woods  or  behind  the  railroad  embankment.  Immediately 
a  sharp  fire  of  musketry  ensued.  This  very  quickly  ceased.  I  rode  back 
to  the  county  bridge  and  found  General  Clingman's  command  falling 
back,  one  regiment  double-quicking  on  the  road  from  the  railroad  bridge 
to  the  county  bridge.  I  then  met  General  Clingman,  who  said  his  men 
would  not  stay  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  asked  me  if  I  thought  he  had 
better  cross  the  bridge.  I  thought  if  the  men  would  not  stand  they  had 
better  cross,  and  told  him  so. 

lieutenant  Fuller,  of  Starr's  battery,  placed  his  guns  in  position  wlih 
coolness  and  judgment,  and  worked  them  some  moments  with  ability, 
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onl^  ceasing  bis  fire  when  all  of  his  oommandf  save  his  support,  were 
ovei  the  bridge.  Captain  Beinhart's  cavalry  were  cool  and  staid  by  me 
nntii  ordered  over  the  bridge. 

The  comoiand  with  the  artillery  were  posted  then  npon  the  lett  bank. 
I  then  joined  General  Evans,  who  was  near  the  bridge,  and  in  a  few  sec- 
onds discovered  the  railroad  bridge  on  fire  At  his  request  I  immedi- 
ately reported  the  fact  to  you.  A  short  time  alter  seeing  you  I  accom- 
panied you  to  the  field.  Olingman  had  recrossed  and  was  on  the  right 
near  the  railroad.  As  I  crossed  in  your  company,  Evans'  command  were 
crossing.  He  was  starting  a  regiment  in  toward  the  railroad  bridge 
when  we  crossed.  I  then  accompanied  you  to  the  extreme  right  to 
Olingman's  position,  from  whence  1  had  informed  you  you  could  see  the 
whole  field.  While  with  Oeneral  Glingman  a  portion  of  his  command 
had  charged  the  enemy  and  rejoined  his  line  while  we  were  in  company 
with  him.  Olingman's  whole  line  then  advanced,  upon  which  we  crossed 
to  the  left  (Genertd  Evans'  position).  Upon  reaching  General  Evans 
we  found  our  whole  line  up  to  the  railroad  embankment.  It  was  then 
dark  and  the  firing  had  ceased.  The  large  number  of  the  enemy, 
strongly  posted,  with  namerons  artillery,  the  darkness  and  extreme 
coldness  of  the  night,  induced  me  to  give  my  opinion  in  the  council  in 
favor  of  withdrawing  to  the  right  bank  of  the  river,  which  was  effected 
deliberately  before  midnight. 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  report  of  Colonel  Pool. 

Bespectftilly  submitted. 

W.  H.  STEVENS, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  of  Engineer; 

Maj.  Gen.  Gxtstavus  W.  SinxH. 


No.  35. 


Reports  of  Brig,  Oen.  Ifathan  O,  EvanSy  C.  8.  Army^  commanding  Brigade^ 

of  operations  December  13-17. 

KiNSTON,  N.  C,  December  14, 1862. 
General  Foster  attacked  Kinston  yesterday  with  15,000  men  and  nine 
gnnboats.    1  fought  him  ten  hours.    Have  driven  bai'k  his  gunboats. 
His  army  is  still  in  my  front.    I  have  only  four  regiments,  and  will  await 
his  attack  this  morning.    1  think  I  can  hold  my  position. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier-  OeneraL 
General  S.  Coopeb. 

Headquabtebs  Evans'  Bbigadb, 
Near  Ooldshoroughj  N.  C,  December  20,  1862. 

Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  action 
of  the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  recent  engagement's  near  Kins- 
ton,  White  Hall,  and  at  the  railroad  bridge  near  this  place: 

On  Saturday,  the  13th  instant,  the  enemy  approached  Kinston  in  con- 
siderable force  and  attacked  the  line  of  onr  forces  under  the  immediate 
command  of  Col.  James  D.  Kadcliffe,  North  Carolina  Troops,  who  had 
taken  position  on  the  west  side  of  Soutbwest  Creek.  At  10  o'clock  I 
arrived  on  the  ground  and  assumed  couimand,  and  ordered  Colonel  Bad- 
i^liffe  to  take  command  of  the  left  wing  at  the  crossing  of  the  upper  Trent 
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road.  The  enemy  then  was  ifttacked  at  Hines'  Mill  while  he  attempted 
to  eroes  the  creek.  After  a  sharp  engagement  of  an  honr  I  fell  back  to- 
ward the  NeoBe  Biver,  keeping  Jine  of  battleand  arresting  his  approach 
about  2  miles  from  Kinston  Bridge.  Be  then  attacked  in  considerable 
force,  bat  retired  after  an  engagement  of  ten  hoars.  I  rested  on  my  arms 
(hat  night  in  this  position,  the  enemy  ceasing  fire  after  nightfall. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  (Sanday),  being  informed  by  Colonel  Bad- 
cliffe  that  the  enemy  was  approaching  his  position,  I  directed  him  to  open 
fire  while  I  woald  attack  his  left.  1  ordered  an  immediate  advance,  and 
soon  became  engaged  with  my  whole  line  with  the  enemy  in  heavy  force — 
supposed  to  be  al^ut  20,000.  The  action  lasted  three  hours,  when,  as- 
certaining his  greatly-superior  force,  I  retired  with  my  command  across 
the  Neuse  Bridge,  when  the  enemy  pursued  with  heavy  fire,  stormed  the 
bridge,  and  drove  me  back  to  the  town  of  Kitiston,  capturing  about  400, 
including  no  [number  off]  sick  prisoners.  Beforming  my  line,  with  the 
additional  re-enforcements  of  Col.  [S.  H.]  Bogers' Forty  seventh  Begi- 
ment  North  Carolina  Troops,  in  a  commanding  position  in  rear  of  the 
town,  I  again  awaited  the  attack.  About  3  p.  m.  Msyor-General  Foster 
sent  his  stafi' officer  (Colonel  Potter)  to  summon  me  to  surrender,  which  I 
promptly  declined.  In  an  Lour  he  commenced  shelling  the  town,  but 
hesitated  to  renew  his  direct  attack.  Taking  advantage  of  my  position,  I 
retired  in  column  to  Falliug  Creek,  where  the  major-general  commanding 
had  forwarded  nie  additional  re-enforcements.  At  this  point  (a  very 
strong  position)  I  encami>ed  for  the  night  Hearing  early  next  morning 
that  the  euemy  had  recrossed  the  river  and  was  advancing  on  White  Hall 
in  my  rear,  I  immediately  dispatched  one  regiment  (the  Eleventh  North 
Carolina  Troops,  Col.  [C]  Leventhorpe)  and  6(X)  dismounted  cavalry,  the 
whole  under  the  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  B.  H.  Bobertson,  to  proceed  in 
haste  and  dispute  his  crossing  at  White  Hall,  while  I  would  attack  his 
rear  toward  Kinston.  The  report  of  Brigadier-General  Bobertson  is 
herewith  inclosed,  marked  A.*  I  here  sent  Colonel  Bogers  to  march  on 
Kinston,  and  held  my  other  forces  in  readiness  to  move  in  either  direc- 
tion. Finding  the  enemy  had  retired  across  the  river  and  burned  the 
bridge,  I  ordered  my  whole  command  to  Mosely  Hall,  a  position  where 
1  could  support  General  Bobertson.  At  this  point  I  met  Major-General 
French,  commanding  department,  who  immediately  assumed  command 
and  timely  re-enforc^  Brigadier-General  Bobertson.  My  force  engaged 
at  Kinston  consisted  of  the  Seventeenth,  Twenty-second,  Twenty-third, 
.ind  Holcombe  Legion  South  Carolina  Volunteers;  Colonel  Badcliffe's 
Sixty- first  Begimeut  North  Carolina  Troops;  Major  Malletfs  battalion ; 
Capt.  jK.]  Boyce's  light  battery  South  Carolina  Volunteers ;  Captains 
BuntingV  and  Starr's  batteries  North  Carolina  troops.  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Pool,  commanding  North  ('arolina  heavy  artillery,  commanded 
the  intrenchments  at  the  obstructions  below  Kinston  and  attacked  the 
gunboats  and  held  them  in  check  while  I  regained  my  position  in  rear 
of  the  'town.    My  whole  force  amounted  to  2,014. 

From  Mosely  Hall  (alter  the  repulse  of  the  enemy  at  White  Hall)  I 
was  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  the  department  to  report 
to  Goldsborough.  On  my  arrival  with  my  command  was  ordered  by  Maj. 
Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  to  assume  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  L.  Clinginan's 
brigade  and  make  an  armed  reconnaissance  of  the  enemy  approaching 
the  railroad  bridge.  I  immediately  ordered  General  Clingman  to  ad- 
vance bis  brigade  over  the  river  by  the  county  bridge  and  engage  him ; 
that  1  would  support  his  left.    On  arriving  beyond  the  bridge  about  a 
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mile  General  Olinffman  became  engaged  with  the  enemy  in  heavy  force. 
I  directed  Bvans'  brigade  to  advance  to  his  support  On  reaebing  tht 
railroad  I  found  the  enemy  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  marching  ap  to 
the  railroad.  I  then  directed  my  brigade  to  cross  the  railroad  and  en- 
gage the  enemy,  which  was  done  in  a  spirited  manner.  I  also  herewith 
mdose  General  Olingman's  report,  together  with  a  list  of  killed  and 
woonded. 

In  conclusion  I  would  call  the  attention  of  the  nuyor-general  com- 
manding to  the  gallant  conduct  and  admirable  Judgment  of  Oolonel 
Baddiffo,  who  had  disposed  his  troops  to  dispute  every  advance  of  the 
enemy,  and  regret  to  add  that,  holding  his  XK)sition  to  the  last  of  the 
fight,  he  was  tuen  prisoner,  but  readily  paroled.  The  following  officers 
were  observed  by  myself  as  conspicuous  in  the  battles  of  Saturaay  and 
Sunday:  Ool.  P.  Mallett,  North  Carolina  Troops ;  Oapt.  |M.  G.]  Zeigler, 
Holcombe  Legion ;  A^t  W.  P.  Du  Bose,  wounded  while  lefuling  his 
regiment:  Capt.  [8.  A.]  Durham,  [Company  HI,  Twenty -third  Smtii 
Carolina  Yoluntecurs,  wounded  severely  leading  nis  regiment  in  action 
at  the  railroad. 

To  the  promptness  of  General  Clingman  in  obeying  my  orders  I  am 
particularly  indebted  for  the  repulse  at  the  railroad  near  Goldsborough. 

To  my  personal  staff  (Capt.  A.  L.  Evaus  and  First  Lieut.  Samuel  J. 
Oorrie.  aide^e-camp)  I  am  much  indebted,  both  for  the  intrepidity 
and  aiacrily  with  which  they  obeyed  my  orders,  both  often  leading 
troops  in  action.  I  recommend  both  to  the  especial  attention  of  the 
m%jor-ffeneral  commanding.  Col.  John  A.  Baker,  Forty-fourth  [Forty- 
first]  North  Carolina  Troops,  deserves  especial  notice ;  Uiough  suffering 
with  a  slight  wound,  was  very  energetic  as  my  assistant  through  the 
engagements  of  the  two  days. 

Colonels  Badcliffe  and  Mallett  being  paroled  prisoners,  the  reports 
of  their  respective  commands  will  be  forwarded  as  soon  as  exchanged. 

Herewith  please  find  list*  of  killed  and  wounded  in  my  brigade.  The 
lists  ftom  the  other  commands  have  not  been  furnished  me. 

Yeiy  respectfhlly  submitted. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier-€hneraly  Commtmd4ng. 

Maj.  8.  W.  Mblton, 


Na  36. 


Btpart  of  OoL  Peter  MaUett^  North  OaroUna  BattdUany  of  engagemmt  at 

Kinstonj  December  14. 

Headqtjabtebs  Evans'  Bbioadb, 

WUmingtony  If.  0.,  Mardi  26,  1863. 

Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  CoL  P.  Mallett, 
oommanding  battalion,  of  the  action  of  his  command  at  the  bat^e  oi 
Einston,  N.  C.  I  forward  this  report  direct,  as  my  report  had  been  sent 
in  some  time  since. 

Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Brigadier-Generdlj  ConMiMndmg, 
General  S.  Coopeb, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmandy  Fa. 

*  Not  found. 
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[ladonuw.] 

VAYETnsvTLLEy  K.  0.,  February  20, 1883. 

Gbhebal  :  Confinement  to  my  bed  for  the  last  two  months  will,  I 
troBty  be  apology  sofficient  for  the  delay  in  reporting  to  you  the  part 
taken  by  my  command  in  the  battle  near  Kinston,  on  Sunday,  Decem- 
ber 14,  [1862]. 

I  amved  at  Kinston  by  railroad  Sanday  morning  at  7  o'clock  and 
immediately  reported  to  and  was  ordered  by  you  to  take  position  with 
my  battalion  (consisting  of  19  officers  and  460  men)  in  the  riiie-pitsS  on 
the  east  bank  of  Neose  Kiver  to  support  a  South  OaroUna  battery  com- 
manding the  county  bridge. 

At  8^  we  were  in  position,  and  in  a  few  moments  musketry  firing 
commenced  on  the  left  of  the  line  of  battle,  which  was  forme<i  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river,  and  at  9  o'clock  the  first  gun  was  fired  by  the 
artillery. 

At  9.15  I  received  an  order  through  one  of  your  aides  to  march  at 
double-quick  across  the  bridge.  Having  crossed,  I  met  you  on  the  west 
side  directing  men  pouring  spirits  of  turpentine  on  cotton  placed  upon 
the  bridge.  You  ordered  me  to  take  my  command  through  the  field  on 
the  right  of  the  White  Hall  road  and  engage  the  enemy.  We  passed 
through  the  field  under  a  fire  of  shell  from  the  enemy  (losing  1  man)  to 
the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  a  fence  on  the  edge  of  a  swamp, 
on  the  other  side  of  which  the  enemy  appeared  to  be  in  force.  Here 
we  engaged  the  enemy  for  some  time,  but  the  principal  point  of  attack 
appeared  to  be  the  church  known  as  Harrietts  Ohapel,  ou  my  left, 
where  was  stationed  a  section  of  Starr's  battery,  supported  by  the  Sixty- 
first  Begiment  North  Carolina  Troops,  under  Colonel  Badclifi'e.  At 
length  &e  firing  upon  my  part  of  the  line  ceased  almost  entirely. 
Being  anxious  to  charge  the  enemy  and  drive  him  back,  I  sent  Lieu- 
tenant Little  to  the  section  of  artillery  on  my  left  to  ascertain  the  real 
position  of  the  enemy  and  of  our  forces,  it  being  impossible  to  charge 
through  the  swamp  in  my  front.  About  the  time  of  Lieutenant  Little's 
return  (without  any  accurate  information)  I  received  by  cornier  a  writ- 
ten order  from  you,  as  follows: 

COLOmBL:  Let  me  know  if  the  enemy  ace  In  yonr  front.  If  not.  Join  me  at  the 
bridge. 

At  this  time,  there  being  no  indication  of  the  enemy  in  fh>nt,  1  drew 
off  in  good  order  and  returned  to  the  bridge,  but  to  my  surprise  yon 
were  absent,  leaving  no  order  or  instructions  for  me.  Observing  that 
the  South  Carolina  battery  commanding  the  bridge  had  been  removed 
and  the  bridge  apparently  deserted,  I  concluded  you  were  waiting  for 
me  on  the  east  side,  and  retreating  toward  Eanston  I  proceeded  across 
the  bridge.  In  a  few  moments  after  crossing  I  was  met  by  an  officer  ui 
your  staff  with  orders  to  go  back.  This  order  I  promptly  obeyed, 
marching  again  at  a  double-quick  through  the  same  field  to  my  former 
position  under  a  heavy  fire  of  the  enemy's  artillery,  and  was  almost 
immediately  hotly  engaged  with  his  infantry.  In  about  an  hour  I  was 
re  enforced  with  90  to  100  men  ftom  the  Sixty-first  North  Carolina,  com- 
manded by  Lieut  Col.  [W.  S.1  Devane,  who  took  position  on  my  right. 
The  enemy  made  a  vigorous  cnarge  at  this  time  on  my  left,  and  was  as 
vigorously  repulsed.  Old  veterans  could  not  have  met  the  foe  with  more 
coolness  and  determination  than  these  newly-tried  men.  He  appeared 
determined  to  force  his  way  through  my  lines.  At  the  church  I  ordered 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Devane  to  re-enforce  my  left.  He  took  his  position 
promptly  and  did  good  service,  and  I  here  take  pleasure  in  testi^ng  to 
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his  coolness  and  undoubted  bravery.  With  his  assistance  and  the  com- 
pany of  my  right  flank,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  McBae,  also  ordered 
to  the  left,  we  held  the  enemy  in  check  some  time.  My  ammunition 
now  began  to  fail,  and  after  sending  repeatedly  to  the  rear  could  not 
be  replenished.  Apprehending  an  attem))t  to  turn  my  right  also  Cap- 
cain  McBae,  acting  as  my  lieutenant-colonel,  was  direct^  to  observe 
closely  and  give  me  immediate  notice  of  any  advance  in  that  direction. 
He  reported  the  enemy  in  force,  but  no  attempt  was  made  to  flank  me 
owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  impenetrable  swamp  between  us. 

At  this  time,  having  held  the  enemy  in  cheek  for  about  three  hours, 
looking  in  vain  for  re  enforcements,  the  section  of  artillery  near  the 
church  retired,  I  since  learn,  for  want  of  ammunition.  Immediately 
after,  Ldeutenant-Golonel  Devane  sent  me  word  that  the  enemy  were 
flianking  us  on  the  left,  and  withdrew  his  men  toward  the  bridge.  Find 
ing  myself  alone  and  the  enemy  pressing  upon  us  I  ordered  a  retreat, 
which  was  made  in  good  order,  the  men  continuing  their  fire  with  eftect. 
At  the  bridge  I  intended  to  make  another  stand,  but  on  approaching  it 
found  it  on  fire  and  crowded  with  men  endeavoring  to  cross.  A  panic 
ensued.  The  enemy  pressed  upon  ns  from  two  directions  at  double- 
quick  in  large  force  and  the  bridge  the  only  means  of  escape.  The 
greater  portion  of  my  command  succeeded  in  crossing,  while  the  other 
was  driven  back  by  the  flames. 

While  endeavoring  to  keep  the  men  back,  fearing  the  bridge  would  fall 
every  moment,  I  was  wounded  in  the  leg  by  a  Miuie  ball  and  obliged  to 
relinquish  the  command  to  Captain  McKae,  whose  self-possession  and 
bravery  should  not  be  left  unnoticed.  Being  under  a  heavy  cross-fire 
from  an  overwhelming  force,  my  men  and  ammunition  exhauNted,  and 
the  bridge  impassable,  I  advised  Captain  McBae  to  surrender.  The 
enemy  now  directed  his  fire  upon  the  retreating  troops  on  the  Kinston 
side,  who  spiritedly  returned  the  fire  with  good  effect,  killing  a  colonel 
(Gray)  and  others  near  the  bridge. 

The  enemy's  force  was  between  20,000  and  25,000  men,  with  seventy- 
two  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Foster  admitted  to  me  that  we  had  re- 
pulsed three  of  his  veteran  regiments  with  a  loss  of  100  men ;  since  as- 
certained to  be  about  250. 

I  regret  to  report  the  loss  of  two  of  my  best  officers,  who  fell  at  the 
close  of  the  engagement:  Lieut.  J.  J.  Keid,  commanding  Company  A, 
fell  by  my  side  near  the  bridge,  and  Lieut.  J.  H.  Hill,  commanding 
Company  0,  while  retreating  on  the  Kinston  side.  Both  led  their  com- 
panies gallantly  through  the  entire  engagement.  Braver  or  more  gal- 
lant young  men  never  drew  a  sword 

Our  loss  was  7  killed^  22  wounded,  8  missing,  and  175  taken  prisoners. 

After  diligent  search  and  inquiry  for  Adjt.  E.  N.  Mann  and  Lieut.  R. 
K.  Williams  I  am  reluctantly  forced  to  include  them  in  the  list  of  killed. 

Officers  and  men,  nearly  all  of  whom  were  under  fire  for  the  first 
time,  behaved  with  the  coolness,  determination,  and  bravery  of  veterans. 

It  would  be  almost  invidious  to  discriminate,  but  I  cannot  refrain 
from  mentioning  the  conspicuous  gallantry  and  bravery*  of  Lieut  J.  K 
McLean,  commanding  Company  F. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  list  of  killed  and  wounded.* 

Hoping  I  may  be  allowed  to  engage  the  enemy  under  more  favorable 
circumstances.  1  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

PETEK  MALLETT, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Battalion. 

Brig.  Gen.  K.  G.  Evan8. 

*Noinmal  li^t  ahowH  12  killed  and  34  wounded. 
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No.  37. 

Repcrt  of  Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  L.  Clingman,  0  8.  Army  ^commanding  Bri- 
gadSj  of  engagement  at  Ooldsborough  Bridgej  December  17. 

Headquabtebs  OLmaHAN's  Bbigadb, 

December  21,  1862. 

Captain:  Before  detailing  the  particulars  of  the  affair  of  the  17th 
(Wednesday)  I  ought  perhaps  to  state  that  I  arrived  at  Goldsborough 
early  on  Tuesday  moniingi  the  16th,  accompanied  by  only  the  Eighth 
North  Carolina  Begiuient,  commanded  by  Col.  [H.  M.]  Shaw.  From 
Miyor-General  Smith  orders  were  received  to  pass  to  the  south  side  of 
the  Keuse  Biverand  take  a  position  intermediate  between  Goldsborough 
and  Dudley's  Depot,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad.  I  selected  a  point 
where  the  railroad  is  crossed  by  the  road  from  White  Hall,  along  wbich 
the  enemy  were  expected  to  approach,  and  which  is  about  1^  miles 
fiOQth  of  the  railroad  bridge.  During  the  day  I  was  re-enforced  by  the 
Fifty-first  North  Carolina  Be^ment,  of  my  brigade,  commanded  by 
Lieut.  Col.  [  William  A.]  AUen,  just  up  from  Wilmington.  In  the  course 
of  the  night  following  the  Fifty-second  North  Carolina  Begiment,  of 
Pettigrew's  brigade,  commanded  by  Col.  [J.  K.]  Marshall,  arrived  with 
orders  to  report  to  me,  buc  to  be  held  in  reserve  in  the  rear  of  the  other 
two  regiments. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  being  informed  by  one  of  General  Smith's 
sta^  that  he  desired  particularly  to  hear  from  me.  I  returned  with  him 
on  the  locomotive  to  Goldsborough,  and  was  instructed  by  General  Smith 
to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Evans  and  with  my  brigade  to  accompany 
him  in  making  a  reconnaissance  in  force  to  ascertain  the  position  and 
strength  of  the  enemy.  Within  a  few  moments  after  receiving  this  order 
a  dispatch  was  placed  in  my  hands  from  my  acyutant-general  stating 
that  the  enemy  were  reported  by  our  scouts  as  being  in  3  miles  of  my 
position.  This  was  read  to  General  Evans  while  he  was  in  the  presence 
of  General  Smith,  and  he  at  once  ordered  me  to  go  on  and  fight  the  en- 
emy, saying  that  he  would  follow  with  his  brigade  to  support  me.  On 
returning  to  ray  tjommand  1  found  that  the  enemy  in  heavy  force,  both 
of  infantry  and  artillery,  were  advancing  from  the  southeast  across  the 
open  fields  and  also  from  the  south  along  the  line  of  the  railroad,  while 
their  cavalry  were  seen  approaching  along  the  county  road  which  passed 
in  my  rear.  It  ought  to  be  stated  that  the  county  bridge  is  about  half 
a  mile  above  that  of  the  railroad,  and  that  the  road  crossing  it  was 
nearly  parallel  with  the  railroad.  Between  the  two  is  a  swamp,  but 
infantry  can  pass  along  the  bank  of  the  river  without  nuich  difficulty, 
and  1^  miles  from  the  river  the  two  roads  are  connected  by  a  cross-road 
through  a  plantation.  It  being  impossible  with  only  three  regiments 
to  hold  both  the  bridges  and  at  the  same  time  fight  a  large  army, 
Colonel  Marshall  with  the  Fifty-second  Begiment  was  stationed  in  front 
of  the  railroad  bridge  and  Colonel  Shaw  with  the  Eighth,  supported 
by  a  section  of  Starr's  battery,  was  placed  in  the  field  in  front  of  the 
county  bridge ;  Colonel  Allen  with  the  Fifty-first  was  between  the  two 
to  support  either  in  case  of  need.  The  enemy  soon  opened  heavily, 
both  with  artillery  and  musketry,  against  Colonel  Marshall,  evidently 
with  a  view  of  reaching  the  railroad  bridge.  I  therefore  carried  the 
Fifty -first  Begiment  to  h:s  support  and  placed  it  on  his  right  flank.  So 
heavy,  however,  wag  the  fire  from  the  large  force  of  the  enemy  that 
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these  regiments  were  broken  and  fell  back.  They  were  soon  rallied  and 
taken  back  to  their  positions.  The  increasing  volleys  of  mosketry  and 
the  rapid  falliog  of  shells  from  the  nnmerons  batteries  of  the  enemy,  in 
spite  of  all  my  efforts  to  keep  them  longer  in  position,  caused  them  to 
give  way  a  second  time.  It  being  obvions,  indeed,  that  so  small  aforoe 
could  not  long  maintain  a  contest  against  such  heavy  odds,  they  were 
formed  in  the  rear  and  carried  back  in  good  order  to  the  county  bridge,  and 
with  the  force  stationed  there  recrossed  the  river.  To  defend  the  bridge 
the  two  gnnsof  [J.B.]  Starr's  battery,  [Company  B,  Thirteenth  Battalion 
North  Carolina  Artillery],  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  [T.  C]  Fuller, 
were  placed  near  it,  and  Colonel  Marshall's  regiment  lined  the  river  bank 
below  and  Colonel  Allen's  occupied  it  above,  while  Colonel  Shaw's  was 
placed  in  the  rear  as  a  reserve.  For  the  defense  of  the  railroad  there 
was  placed  in  position  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  Colonel  Pool's 
battalion  with  several  pieces  of  artillery.  After  the  above-stated  dis- 
position had  been  made,  possibly  an  hour  later,  one  of  General  Evans' 
staff  informed  me  at  the  county  bridge  that  he  desired  to  see  me.  On 
my  going  back  to  the  field  where  he  was  posted  he  told  me  that  it  was 
all  important  to  hold  the  county  bridge  and  that  I  mnst  do  it  I  re- 
plied that  I  was  satisfied  the  dispositions  made  were  suiAoient,  and  on 
my  asking  as  to  the  defenses  of  the  railroad  bridge  he  declared  that 
all  was  secure  there,  but  renewed  his  order  to  me  to  hold  the  county 
bridge.  Not  long  after  my  return  to  it  I  was  informed  that  Uie  railroad 
bridge  was  on  £e.  After  it  was  burned  the  cannonade  of  the  enemy 
ceased. 

At  a  later  period  General  Evans  again  sent  for  me,  and  on  my  goin^ 
back  to  his  station  he  ordered  me  to  advance  across  the  bridge  with 
my  entire  command  and  attack  the  enemy  and  feel  his  strength.  The 
Sixty-first  North  Carolina  Regiment,  of  my  brigade,  commanded  by 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Devane,  having  by  this  time  arrived,  it  with  three 
already  under  my  command  and  the  two  field  pieces  above  mentioned 
were  moved  across  the  river.  Skirmishers  were  thrown  forward  in  all 
directions  and  the  enemy  was  found  to  be  posted  from  the  river  for  1} 
miles  along  the  railroad  in  line  of  battle,  well  protected  by  the  high 
embankment  of  the  road  in  front  of  them.  The  regiments  of  Shaw  and 
Devane  and  the  two  guns  were  moved  along  the  county  road  while  I 
carried  as  rapidlj  as  possible  the  regiments  of  Marshall  and  Allen  down 
the  river  bank  and  place<i  them  in  line  within  less  than  300  yards  of 
the  enemy's  right,  but  in  a  position  where  they  were  pretty  well  pro- 
tected from  the  artillery.  They  were  instructed  to  lie  down,  to  make 
no  reply  to  the  enemy,  and  no  attempt  to  pass  the  open  field  between 
them  and  the  enemy  until  they  should  hear  our  attack  on  the  right. 
As  soon,  however,  as  that  occurred  they  were  ordered  to  rise  and  with 
a  shout  t(»  move  forward  at  a  run  and  cariy,  if  possible,  the  embank- 
ment behind  which  the  enemy  were  posted. 

B^oining  the  other  two  regiments  I  led  them  along  the  county  road 
and  from  it  by  the  cross-road  through  the  open  field  against  the  enemy's 
left  wing.  I  formed  them  in  line  of  battle,  the  right  of  Colonel  Shaw 
resting  on  the  cross-road  while  his  left  and  Colonel  Devane^s  extended 
toward  the  enemy's  center.  One  of  the  field  pieces,  unibrtunately,  fix>m 
the  giving  way  of  the  bridge,  fell  into  a  ditch  and  was  not  gotten  out  in 
time  to  take  part  in  the  action.  The  other  piece  moved  along  the  road 
on  the  right  of  our  line  and  was  itself  protected  on  its  flank  by  skir- 
mishers who  covered  the  ground  for  several  hundred  yards.  Before 
we  reached  the  railroad,  however,  the  enemy  abandoned  it  and  we  oocu- 
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pied  It  withoat  a  straggle.  The  two  regimenta  stationed  near  the  river 
likewise  advanoed  to  it  withoat  loss,  and,  as  I  snbseqaently  learned,  Gen- 
eral Bvana^  brigade  soon  filled  np  the  center.  After  retreating  firom  tlus 
position  the  enemy  oecupied  a  higher  field  in  oar  front  with  a  large 
uomber  of  cannon  and  heavy  bodies  of  infantry  drawn  np  in  two  lines 
with  an  interval  of  100  or  200  yards  between  them.  As  soon  as  Lieu- 
tenant Poller  opened  on  them  with  his  gan  their  artillery,  which  had 
previously  directed  its  fire  against  oar  left  where  the  regiments  of 
Marshall  and  Allen  were  stationed,  was  shifted  and  its  concentrated 
v(^eys  were  poured  npon  oar  right.  Their  position  approached  within 
400  yards  there,  while  from  oar  left  it  was  more  than  a  half  mile  distant. 
With  the  large  nnmber  of  pieces  they  had  in  play  it  is  a  wonder  they 
did  not  sacoeed  in  disabling  a  single  gan.  ifotwithstanding  the  dis- 
pari^  of  force  and  the  loss  of  several  of  his  men,  Identenant  Fnller, 
with  the  greatest  gallantry,  continned  to  reply  antil  darkness  pat  an 
end  to  the  contest.  Daring  the  evening  the  regiments  of  Colonels  Mar- 
shall and  Allen,  by  General  Evans'  order  as  1  have  since  learned,  made 
a  charge  against  ttke  enemy's  position  on  the  hill.  They  advanced  most 
coorageonsly,  bat  were  repalsed  by  heavy  showers  of  grape  and  mns- 
ketry.  As  tiiey  had  to  move  across  an  open  space  of  1,^)0  yards,  swept 
by  heavy  batteries  sapi)orted  by  large  masses  of  infantry,  it  was  barely 
possible  that  they  coald  cany  sach  a  position.  Their  prompt  and  daring 
attempt  fhrnished  the  highest  evidence  of  their  coarage  and  readiness 
to  obey  (»ders.  Immediately  after  dark  the  enemy  retreated  with  his 
entire  army,  and  soon  after  we  recrossed  the  river,  the  troops  nnder  my 
command  following  General  Evans'  brigade  and  brin^g  np  the  rear. 
The  entire  force  at  my  disposition  that  day  was  rather  below  2,000  men. 
The  loss  was: 
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I  cannot  give  the  casualties  of  FoUer's  section  precisely.  I  learn  that 
the  loss  in  the  two  first-named  regiments  occnrred  mainly  in  the  chaige 
above  referred  to:  bot  for  this  we  should  have  had  the  satisfaction  of 
kngidng  that  we  had,  with  vastly  inferior  force,  driven  the  enemy  from 
a  strong  position  and  obliged  his  whole  army  to  retreat  almost  without 
loss  on  our  part 

In  conclusion  I  take  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  officers  and  men  in 
all  the  regiments  behaved  in  a  manner  creditable  to  veteran  troops. 

Gapt.  Inward  White,  my  assistant  a^iutant-general,  and  Capt.  A.  M. 
Erwin,  my  aide-de-camp,  were  energetic  and  prompt  in  carrying  orders 
to  all  parts  of  the  field. 

Very  respeotfoUy,  yours,  &c, 

T.  L.  OLINGMAN, 

Briffodier-OenerdL 

Oapt.  A.  L.  Evans, 

AuMamt  A^iukunt-Oen^raij  Evan^  Brigade. 
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Export  of  Lieut,  OoL  Sttmhen  D.  Poolj  0.  8.  ArtiUer^j  of  engagemmU  at 

Goldsoarough  Bridge^  December  17. 

GOLDSBOBOUGH,  N.  C,  December  19, 1862. 

GoLONEii :  Soon  after  daybreak  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant 
my  command,  Gonsisting  of  Companies  B,  G,  and  U,  Tenth  North  Caro- 
lina Troops,  Company  F,  Fortieth  North  Carolina,  and  Starr's  battery  of 
artillery,  took  the  iiositions  assigned  them  on  the  north  side  of  Neuse 
River  commanding  the  immediate  approaches  to  the  railroad  and  coanly 
bridges. 

Everything  remained  qniet  nntil  about  noon  of  the  17th,  when  the 
enemy,  occupying  the  south  side  of  the  river  and  east  of  the  railroad, 
opened  fire  with  evident  design  of  destroying  the  bridge.  To  effect  this 
their  batteries  employed  for  about  two  hours  shell  and  solid  shot,  ocoa- 
sionally  discharging  shrapnel  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river  to  dis- 
lodge any  force  there.  The  south  bank  of  the  river  west  of  the  railroad 
was  occupied  by  a  portion  of  Brigadier-General  Clingman's  brigade, 
the  left  of  the  Fifty-second  North  Carolina  Troops,  Colonel  Marshall, 
resting  against  the  bridge.  Orders  were  sent  me  by  Colonel  Marshall 
not  to  open  fire  with  the  section  of  Starr's  battery,  commanding  the 
bridge,  until  his  troops  retired.  About  2  p.  bl  the  Fifty -second  broke 
and  in  confusion  retired  from  the  bridge,  leaving  the  south  of  that  im- 
portant structure  entirely  undefended  except  by  the  forces  on  the  north 
bank  of  the  Neuse.  Orders  were  immediately  sent  by  me  to  Captain 
Starr  to  open  fire  with  shrapnel  on  the  mouth  of  the  bridge  to  prevent 
the  enemy  if  possible  from  entering  and  destroying  it.  The  onler  was 
immediately  obeyed.  While  the  left  of  the  Fifty-second  was  retuing  I 
saw  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  running  down  the  railroad  bank,  shout- 
ing and  yelling  as  if  in  pursuit.  Suspecting  their  design  to  be  to  enter 
and  destroy  the  bridge,  1  cautioned  my  men  to  be  on  the  alert  and  as 
soon  as  they  came  within  range  to  pour  their  fire  into  them.  This  was 
done  so  effectually  that  two  were  instantly  killed;  the  others  fled  pre- 
cipitately. Our  fire  having  disclosed  our  exact  position,  the  enemy 
opened  upon  us  with  a  most  severe  fire  of  canister,  shell,  and  shrapnel 
for  about  half  an  hour,  our  guns  replying  with  rapidity  and  effect. 
During  this  fire  my  men  on  the  banks  of  the  river  remained  perfectly 
quiet,  receiving  the  enemy's  fire  nndiuchingly.  Thinking  they  had  dis- 
lodged us,  the  enemy  sent  forward  2  men  to  effect  the  destruction  of 
the  bridge  by  fire.  1  cautioned  my  men  of  the  approach  of  the  men, 
and  as  soon  as  they  broke  cover  for  the  bridge  fire  was  opened  upon 
them.  One  fell  back  wounded,  the  other  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
projecting  brick- work,  where  he  was  enabled  to  complete  his  work  in 
peifect  security  from  any  fire  from  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  No 
effort  was  spared  by  my  men  to  reach  him  with  their  fire.  Different 
points  of  the  bridge  were  selected,  and  shot  after  shot  poured  in  in  the 
vain  hope  of  killing  him.  His  work  proved  successful,  and  in  less  than 
ten  minutes  the  entire  southern  and  eastern  fjaoes  of  the  bridge  were  in 
flames.  Seeing  the  destruction  completed,  £  gave  orders  to  retire  to 
the  rear  of  the  section  of  Starr's  battery  posted  on  the  railroad.  Sub- 
sequently my  entire  command  was  ordered  to  the  county  bridge;  two 
pieces  of  the  battery  were  placed  in  position.  Companies  B  and  F 
were  posted  on  the  west  side  of  the  bridge,  while  Companies  G  and  U 
took  position  on  the  east— all  on  the  north  bank  of  the  river.  Here  we 
remained  during  the  night  and  until  ordered  to  this  point  next  day. 
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Late  in  the  afternoon  of  the  17th  one  section  of  Stari  s  hattery,  in 
charge  of  First  Lient.  T.  G.  Fuller,  engaged  the  enemy  south  of  the 
riTer,  near  the  point  where  the  county  road  crosses  the  railroad.  AU 
speak  in  tertns  of  praise  of  the  gallan^  displayed  here,  and  of  the  effi- 
ciency of  Lientenant  Fullei's  fire.  The  details  of  this  engagement  do 
not  come  witliin  the  scope  of  this  report.  Justice  will  be  done  by  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  at  that  point. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  expressing  my  admiration  of  the 
coolness  witb  which  my  officers  and  men  stood  fire  for  more  than  two 
Lours  without  an  opportunity  of  returning  it,  and  of  the  gallantry  dis- 
pl;iye<l  by  all  of  Captain  Starr's  officers  and  men  engaged.  Killed,  3; 
woQudod,  0.  Captain  Starr  received  a  slight  wound  on  arm  firom  frag- 
ment of  sijeut  t«hell. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

STEPHEN  D.  POOL. 
LietUmumt-OoUmelj  Commanding  Battalion  Artiuerff. 
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Baport  of  Brig.  Qen,  Beverly  R,  Robertson,  0.  8.  Army^  commanding  Brir 
gadoj  of  engagement  at  White  ffaUy  December  16. 

Heabquabtbbs, 
Ooldaboroughj  K  C,  December  19, 1862. 

Captain  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  your 
onler  1  left  Mosely  Hall,  on  the  Goldsborough  and  Einston  Railroad, 
at  11.30  a.  m.,  15th  instant,  and,  with  Leventhorpe's  regiment,  portions 
of  Ferebee's  and  Evans'  r^^ents,  and  a  section  of  artillery  firom  [J. 
W.I  Moore's  [Third  North  Carolina]  battaliou,  commanded  by  Lieut. 
[N.I  McClees,  proceeded  to  White  Hall,  on  the  Neuse  River,  to  bum  the 
bridge  at  that  point  and  dispute  the  enemy's  crossing  should  he  attempt 
to  torn  oar  right.  Having  no  cavalry  1  impressed  a  citizen  guide  and 
pushed  forward  to  reconnoiter  in  advance  of  my  command.  Upon 
reaching  White  Hall  1  learned  that  the  enemy  had  not  made  his  ap- 
pearance there.  I  then  ordered  my  guide  to  scout  toward  Einston  to 
prevent  surprise.  One  hour  later  my  force  arrived  and  1  made  rapid 
preparations  for  burning  the  bridge.  Making  a  personal  examination 
some  miles  to  the  front  without  finding  the  enemy,  1  returned  to  White 
Hall.  Shortly  afterward  citizens,  with  jaded  horses  and  apparently 
much  excited,  announced  the  enemy  was  advancing.  I  ordeml  MajoV 
Jackson  and  Lieut.  [W.  N.J  Worthington  to  watch  his  movements,  but 
they  could  not  find  him.  1  waited  his  approach  until  nearly  dark  and 
determined  to  recross  and  burn  the  bridge,  according  to  my  orders. 
The  torch  had  scarcely  been  applied  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  appeared 
with  artillery.  They  shelled  the  woods  until  late  at  night,  destroying 
the  gunboat  in  process  of  construction  on  this  side.  Several  men,  tak 
iDg  off  their  clothes,  attempted  to  cross  the  river  by  swimming,  but 
were  driven  back  by  onr  sharpshooters.  From  the  force  displayed  it 
was  evidently  his  intention  to  cross  the  White  Hall  Bridge. 

About  9  a.  ni.  on  the  16th  a  brisk  picket  skirmish  commenced.  1  visited 
the  bridge,  and  after  giving  the  necessary  instructions  went  back  to 
order  up  the  Thirty-first  North  Carolina  Regiment,  Col.  [John  Y.]  Jor- 
dan, which  had  arrived  during  the  night,  and  which  1  placed  in  posi- 
tion as  much  shelterexl  us  circumstances  would  permit.  1  then  posted 
the  artillerv  as  well  as  the  nature  oi  the  ground  would  admit  and  or- 
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dered  both  shell  and  solid  shot  to  be  fired.  For  some  time  previous  the 
enemy  had  been  firing  &om  12  to  18  ponnders,  some  of  immense  cali- 
ber. Owing  to  a  range  of  bills  on  the  White  Hall  side  the  enemy  had 
the  advantage  of  position.  The  point  occapied  by  his  troops  being 
narrow,  not  more  than  one  regiment  at  a  time  oonid  advantageously 
engage  him.  I  therefore  held  Leventhorpe,  Ferebee,  and  Bvans  in 
reserve,  leaving  the  artillery,  Thirty-first.  Regiment,  and  two  picket 
companies  in  front.  The  cannonading  from  the  enemy's  batteries  be- 
came so  terrific  that  the  Thirty-first  Begiment  withdrew  from  their 
position  without  instrnctious  but  in  good  order.  I  immediately  or- 
dered Colonel  LfCventhorpe  forward.  The  alacrity  with  which  the  order 
was  obeyed  by  his  men  gave  ample  proof  of  their  gallant  bearing, 
which  they  so  nobly  sastained  daring  the  entire  fight,  which  raged  with 
intensity  for  several  hours  after  they  became  engaged.  No  veteran 
soldiers  ever  fought  better  or  infiicted  more  terrible  loss  upor  an  enemy 
considering  the  numbers  engaged.  It  was  with  diflBculty  they  could  be 
withdrawn  from  the  field.  Three  times  did  they  drive  the  Yankee 
cannoneers  from  their  guns  and  as  often  prevent  their  in&ntry  regi- 
ments from  forming  line  in  their  front.  In  spite  of  the  four  hostile 
regiments  whose  standards  waved  from  the  opposite  bank  did  these 
brave  men  continue  to  hold  their  ground,  and  finally  drove  the  enemy 
in  confusion  from  the  field.  More  than  lOQ  of  their  dead  and  wounded 
were  left  upon  the  river  bank.  The  conduct  of  this  regiment  refiects 
the  greatest  credit  upon  its  accomplished  and  dauntless  commander. 

Oolonel  Ferebee,  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Begiment,  displayed  the  most  sig- 
nal coolness  and  courage.  For  several  hours,  with  18  men  of  the  picket 
guard  belonging  to  the  Eleventh  Begiment,  he  fought  the  enemy  at  close 
quarters,  notwithstanding  his  own  command  was  not  in  action. 

The  Fifty-ninth  and  Sixty-third  Begimeuts,  although  in  reserve,  were 
nevertheless  exposed  to  a  galling  fire  from  the  enemy's  artillery.  A 
few  were  killed  and  a  number  wounded.  Both  officers  and  men  behaved 
admirably. 

The  section  of  artillery  was  remarkably  well  served,  Lieutenant  Mo- 
Glees  and  his  men  remaining  cool  and  collected. 

My  thanks  are  especially  due  to  MaJ.  George  Jackson,  Capt.  Charles 
H.  Gordon,  and  Lieutenant  Worthington,  members  of  my  staA',  for  their 
efficient  services  and  their  prompt  delivery  of  orders  under  the  heaviest 
fire. 

The  soldierly  qualities  displayed  by  Colonel  Leventhorpeon  the  march 
and  during  the  action,  to  which  I  can  bear  witness,  strongly  recommend 
him  to  the  favorable  consideration  of  the  authorities. 

About  70  stand  of  arms  and  a  quantity  of  clothing  were  collected 
from  the  battle-field. 

I  regret  having  to  report  the  death  of  Lieut.  [  W.  N.  M.]  Mt  ans.  Com- 
pany E.  Eleventh  Regiment  North  Carolina  Iroops,  and  also  First  Ser- 
geant Bristol,  Company  B,  of  the  same  regiment.  They  both  fell  like 
brave  men  in  the  faithful  performance  of  their  duly. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy,  though  not  accurately  ascertained,  is  known  to 
have  been  very  heavy. 

I  herewith  inclose  a  list*  of  killed  and  wounded  on  our  side. 
Very  respectfally,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BOBBBTSON, 
Brtgadter-Oeneral^  Oammandk^. 

Capt.  A.  L.  EvAifS, 

A9gt.  Adjt  Gen.,  Hdqrs.  Evan^  Brigade^  in  the  FiM. 

*  Nominal  list  shows  10  killed  and  42  wonnded. 
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98p  IMS.— SUmdihM  naur  Windaor  and  at  Joynff^i  Vteij,  «b 

tiM  BiMkwater,  Va. 

£909^  of  Brig.  Qm.  OrrU  8.  Ferrjf^  XT.  B.  Anny. 

SUFFOUE,  Depemler  23^  1802. 

Gsnbsal:  lieatenantrColonel  Ondeidoiiki  with  200  of  Dodge's  eav- 
aliy,  had  a  skinnish  with  a  force  of  the  enemy,  oonsisting  of  artillery, 
cavalry,  and  in£»ntry,  4  miles  beyond  Windsor  yesterday.  Oolonel  (te- 
derdons  was  conveying  the  ballot-bozes  to  Smithfield,  and  this  force 
was  sent  across  from  Zoni  to  intercept  him.  He  succeeded  in  extricat- 
ing himself  with  the  loss  of  4  horses,  but  no  men.  He  cantored  2  of  the 
enemy,  and  believes  that  he  killed  a  number  with  his  rifles. 

Lientenant-Oolonel  Stetasel,  of  Spear's  cavalry,  yesterday  made  a  re- 
oonnaissance  to  Joy  ner's  Ford  with  four  companies.  He  fiund  the  enemy 
there  in  considerable  force,  and  had  a  sharp  skirmish  across  the  river. 
He  captured  4  of  their  pickets  and  1  horse,  without  loss  to  himself. 

O.  8.  FBBBT, 
Br%gadier-€mk0raL 

]C%)or-Gtoneral  Dix,  Fwrt  Monroe. 


%\A    1: 


28, 1862.— Skinniihes  nsar  Suffolk  and  at  ProvidmoeGhuich,Va 
R&port  of  Brig.  Qon.  Orris  S.  Ferrffj  U.  S.  Armg. 


[Dbobmbbb  29,  1882.] 

OoUmel  Gibbs,  sent  out  by  me  at  3  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday  toward 
Oarrsville  to  occupy  the  enemy  while  Bpinola's  column  was  moving 
out,  came  in  contact  with  the  enemy's  scouting  parties  a  short  distance 
beyond  our  pickets.  He  drove  them  back,  capturing  9  of  them,  and 
bivouacked  about  10  miles  from  here.  The  prisoners  say  that  rryor 
was  at  CarrsviUe  with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cav- 
1^,  and  nine  pieces  of  artillery.  Colonel  Gibbs  returned  at  daylight 
this  morning.    I  send  the  prisoners  to  the  Fortress  to-day. 

On  the  Windsor  road  an  attack  was  made  on  our  vedettes  at  Provi- 
dence Churoli  at  4  o'clock  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  vedettes  were  driven 
in,  but  the  reserves  attacked  and  repulsed  the  enemy,  driving  them 
back  several  miles  to  a  main  body  of  about  300  cavalry. 


O.  S.  FBBBY, 

OenordL 


M i^or-Q^  neial  Dix,  Fort  Monroe. 
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JAVUABT  7-a.  186a— Ezpeditiim  fhna  Torktown  to  West  Point  and  White 

HoQMf  Va. 

Report  ofMe^.  Oen,  JSVommw  2>.  fi^yes,  ^.  i9.  Aimy,  eatMHonding  Hurtk 

Hbadquabtbbs  Fousth  Abmy  Corps, 

Yorktaumj  Fa.,  January  10, 1863. 

Sm:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  a  sucoessfhl 
raid  np  the  country  between  the  Pamnnkey  and  Mattapony  Bivers  and 
at  the  White  House. 

A  detachment  of  cavalry  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  and  Sixth  New 
York  Begiments,  under  Maj.  W.  P.  Hall,  and  another  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  fifteenth  New  York  Infantry,  under  Captain  McKittrick,  300 
in  all,  left  Yorktown  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant  in  steamers  co- 
operating with  the  strong  naval  forces  on  this  station. 

It  was  concerted  with  Capt.  F.  A.  Parker,*  commanding  the  gunboats 
on  the  York  River,  that  he  would  clear  out  the  Pamnnkey  and  destroy 
the  railroad  station,  &c.,  at  the  White  House,  while  the  infantry  should 
hold  West  Point  with  the  aid  of  a  gunboat  and  the  cavalry  should  sweep 
the  roads  and  country  on  the  left  bank.  Unfortunately,  however,  the 
water  was  too  low  to  enable  the  vessel  to  reach  the  White  House.  Ma> 
jor  Hall  therefore  crossed  the  river  at  that  point  in  a  skiff  with  a  small 
party,  burnt  the  ferry-boat,  also  a  small  steamer  called  the  Little  Ma- 
gruder,  two  sloops  loaded  with  grain,  two  barges,  four  pontoon  boats, 
a  storehouse  containing  a  thousand  bushels  of  wheat,  &c.,  a  quantity 
of  whisky,  soap,  salt,  &c. 

The  torch  was  then  applied  to  the  railroad  depot,  which  contained 
freight  for  Bichmond ;  the  tank,  the  rolling  stock,  signal  station,  sutler's 
buildings,  &c  When  the  destruction  was  complete  the  party  reorossed 
\he  river. 

On  the  left  bank  of  the  Pamnnkey  the  cavalry  captured  and  brought 
]  a  6  wagons  and  2  carts,  with  26  mules  and  8  horses.  The  wagons  were 
liden  with  ^^  blockade  goods,"  such  as  salt,  black-lead,  gum-shellac, 
l/uckles  and  rings,  gntta  perclia  belting,  bars  of  tin  and  iron,  brass  wire. 
M)  ounces  of  quinine,  and  a  lot  of  gold  lace,  stripes,  and  stars  for  rebel 
uniforms. 

The  expedition  got  off  without  its  destination  being  known  or  sua- 
(lected  by  any  person  except  Captain  Parker  and  myself.  The  conduct 
of  M%).  W.  P.  Hall,  Sixth  New  York  Cavalry,  entitles  him  to  special 
notice  and  praise.  His  success  was  complete,  and  he  lost  neither  man 
nor  horse. 

It  will  not,  I  trust,  be  deemed  out  of  place  to  say  that  the  success  of 
the  land  part  of  the  expedition  was  largely  indebted  to  Captain  Parker's 
admirable  management  of  his  vessels.  On  this  and  many  other  occa- 
bions  I  have  noticed  the  zeal  and  good  judgment  of  that  naval  officer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respect&lly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  KEYES. 
ifi^or- General,  Commanding  Fourth  Army  vorpt, 

M%jor-General  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia. 

*  For  CommAnder  Parkw's  report  aee  Antm^i  Report  of  the  Seeretury  of  the  Kavy, 
December  7, 1863. 
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JASUABY  S-19  186S.— Ezpeditkm  fhna  BniMk  toward  fhe  filftekwater,  Vil 

Report  of  Coh  Samuel  P.  Spear j  Eleventh  Pennsylva/nia  Cavalry.^ 

Hdqbcu  Eleysnth  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Gayalby, 

Camp  Suffolk^  Fa.,  January  12,  18d3. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  the  following  report  of  the  recon- 
naissanoe  made  by  me,  iti  obedience  to  instrnctious  dated  Headquar- 
ters, Suffolk,  Ya.,  January  7, 1863 : 

I  left  Suffolk  on  the  moruiug  of  the  8th  indtsiut  in  oommand  of  the 
.bllowing  force,  viz :  Howard's  battery,  six  pieces;  the  One  hundred  and 
lifty-fifth.  One  hundred  and  twelfth,  and  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New 
York  Volunteers ;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Mili- 
tia, and  600  of  my  own  regiment  (Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry),  am- 
bulances, &c.,  for  the  pur|)ose  of  protecting  General  Ferry's  embarka- 
tion on  the  river  Chowan,  some  37  miles  from  Suffolk.  I  encamped  on 
thenight  of  the  8th  near  Holland's  Comers. 

Next  morning  I  started  toward  Carrsville,  as  the  spirit  of  my  instruc- 
tions was  such  as  to  ^Meave  much  to  my  discretion,"  relative  to  the 
approach  of  the  enemy  from  any  quarter.  At  Carrsville  1  received  val- 
uable information  from  Mr.  Whitehead,  which  afterwards  proved  to  be 
correct,  that  Pryor  was  down  in  the  vicinity  of  Barbei^s  Cross-Boads 
with  a  lar^e  force.  I  at  once  got  into  position,  supposing  that  my 
presence  toward  Somerton  would  no  longer  be  necessary.  After  re- 
maining here  for  about  an  hour  a  dispatch  was  received  ordering  me  at 
once  to  Somerton  (as  per  original  instructions).  1  obeyed  the  order, 
countermarched,  and  had  proceeded  to  the  Quaker  Church,  on  the  Som- 
erton road,  when  another  dispatch  was  received  directing  re-enforce- 
ments to  report  to  me,  and  Maj.  Samuel  Wetberill,  with  three  companies 
of  cavalry  and  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- fourth  New  York  Volunteers, 
reported! 

I  encampetl  at  the  Quaker  Church,  and  the  next  morning  the  Thir- 
teenth Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs,  reported,  when,  according 
to  the  dispatch,  I  proceeded  with  the  entire  force  to  Blanchard's  Cor- 
ners; thence  to  McClenna's  Station;  thence,  via  Deserted  House,  West- 
em  Branch  Church,  &c.,  to  Windsor.  At  Windsor  my  advance,  com- 
manded by  Lieut.  John  L.  Boper,  captured  a  dispatch,  directed  to 
General  B.  A.  Pryor,  in  the  hands  of  two  Confederate  cavalry.  These 
prisoners,  with  their  horses,  were  immediately  sent  to  headquarters,  and 
I  will  here  remark  that  great  credit  is  due  to  Lieutenant  Boper  for  his 
prompt,  energetic,  and  faithinl  performance  of  the  important  duty  of 
leading  the  advance  of  such  a  large  body  of  troops. 

At  this  point  (Windsor)  I  sent  out  detachments  of  cavalry  in  every 
direction  to  ascertain  the  direction  of  the  enemy,  and  in  about  one  hour 
discovered  that  he  had  retired  on  the  road  direct  to  Carrsville,  passing 
over  the  same  ground  1  occupied  the  previous  day,  and  crossed  the 
river  at  Franklin  with  his  wagons,  stores,  troops,  &c.  I  found  Mr. 
Whitehead's  information,  relative  to  the  strength  and  location  of  the 
enemy,  to  be  correct,  and  was  of  the  following  strength,  viz :  Fourteen 
pieces  of  artillei*y,  1,500  to  2,000  cavalry,  and  about  6,000  infantry.  I 
have  put  this  at  the  lowest  estimate ;  some  have  estimated  his  strength 
at  12,000  men,  consisting  of  all  arms. 

At  Windsor  I  encamped  on  the  same  ground  occupied  by  Pryor  the 
day  previous,  and  sent  a  dispatch  to  headquarters  for  rations,  forage, 

*  See  Alao  Peik  to  Dix,  January  10,  ii:  *^  Correepondence,  etc.'' 
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and  otb6r  neoeBsaries,  which  oaD  was  qniokly  and  eoneetly  responded 
to,  which  gaVe  great  comfort  to  both  men  and  horsee  in  a  most  tremen 
dons  rain-Btorm. 

After  a  bivouac  of  about  three  hours,  and  the  return  of  my  detach- 
ments sent  out  in  every  direction,  I  had  a  consultation  with  all  the  com 
manders  of  the  different  arms  which  resulted  in  the  determination  to 
return  to  Suffolk ;  and  it  being  in  accordance  with  instructions  I  started 
at  5.60  p.  m.  on  the  Petersburg  road  via  Providence  Church,  draw- 
bridge, &c,  on  my  retorn,  and  reported  in  person  to  the  commanding 
general  at  8  p.  m.  on  the  night  of  the  10th  instant.  I  found  that  the 
new  regiments  of  infantry  lately  arrived  (One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  and 
One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth)  used  their  entire  three  days'  rations  in 
two,  and  did  not  take  with  them  their  shelter-tents.  I  find  these  shel- 
ter-tents  to  be  of  indispensable  use  on  reconnaissances,  marches,  &c,  as 
they  do  for  both  blanket,  bed,  or  tent,  as  the  weather  might  demand. 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  report  the  fact  of  the  valuable  assist- 
ance rendered  by  Colonel  Gibbs,  commanding  the  infantry.  Nearly  the 
entire  three  days  and  nights  he  was  constantly  in  the  saddle,  firnt  at 
one  point  and  then  at  another,  encouraging  his  men,  supplying  their 
wants,  and  exhibiting  sound  judgment  in  all  his  orders,  positions,  and 
maneuvers,  ever  ready  at  a  moment's  warning  to  place  the  infantry, 
without  noise  or  confusion,  at  any  place  required.  Captain  Howard, 
chief  of  artillery,  was  prompt  and  untirinff  in  his  duty  and  always  I'CAd^- 
to  cheerfhlly  execute  all  directions  and  orders  in  a  true,  spirited  manner. 
He  and  his  ofQcers  are  all  worthy  of  my  best  thanks.  The  cavalry,  under 
command  of  Migor  Wetherill,  were  all  that  could  be  desired,  caring  well 
for  their  horses.  They  performed  their  arduous  duty  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  in  case  of  greater  emergency  their 
pride  will  always  be  <^  to  horse,"  and  their  results  a  faithfhl  execution  of 
existing  orders.  Major  Stratton,  who  first  led  the  cavalry  before  the 
arrival  of  M^Jor  Wetherill,  performed  his  duty  in  his  usual  thorough 
manner,  and  is  to  my  command  a  very  usefhl  and  valuable  ofScer. 

Colonel  Dodge  reported  at  the  Deserted  House  with  200  cavalry,  and 
very  kindly  offered  his  services  in  any  manner  I  might  suggest  His 
urbanity  and  politeness  is  worthy  of  emulation.  Tlie  entire  command, 
through  rain,  mnd,  and  water,  are  deserving  of  my  warmest  commenda- 
tion in  expressing  their  readiness  at  any  moment  to  execute  any  orders 
and  under  any  circumstances. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  P.  BPEAB, 
OoU  JBlevefUh  Pennsylvamia  VoL  Oav.j  Comdg.  E^^pediUon, 

M%|.  B.  B.  FosTBB, 

AtiiBtant  Adjutant- QeneraL 


JABHJARY  9, 1868 Skirmish  nsar  Provideaoe  Churoh,  Va. 

Beport  o/Maf.  Gem.  John  J.  Peek^  U.  S.  Arm/jf. 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  January  16, 1883. 

The  Biohmond  papers  are  boasting  that  General  Pryor  repulsed  our 
troops  near  Providence  Church  on  the  9th  instant  The  following  dis- 
patch of  the  10th  from  General  Peck,  gives  the  true  version  of  the  affieur. 
The  attack  was  repulsed  by  our  Mounted  Bifles,  under  Mi\j.  [James  N.j 
Wheelan.    It  is  due  to  the  latter  and  to  our  troops  that  the  truth  shoula 
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be  known,  and  if  yon  see  no  objection  I  wonld  be  glad  to  have  the  dis- 
pateb  published : 

The  enemy  cixMoed  the  Blftckwater  in  considerable  force  and  attemj^ted  yeeterday 
to  drive  in  oar  risht  at  Proyidence  Chnrch.  Infantry,  cavalry,  and  artilleiy  were  em- 
plOTed  by  the  rebela,  but  they  were  repnlsed  by  Midor  Wheelan's  New  York  Mounted 
itiflea.  At  dusk  the  enemy's  advance  was  ekarged  and  driven  back  upon  his  sup- 
port   At  intervals  tkrongn  the  night  shells  were  thrown  fiDom  rebel  batteries. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Mqfar-Omieralf  Vofnmamdmg. 
Mai.  Cton.  H.  W.  ELlXLSOX, 


JAIVABY  17-21,  ISeS— Bsooimtiinaes  fhxm  Sew  Bene  to  PoUosksville, 
Tjranton,  Toang*!  OroM-Bosds,  sad  Onslow,  S.  0.,  and  skirmiihss  (i9th)  st 
WUte  Oak  Creek  snd  (90th)  hmt  JaekMntiUo. 


Ha.  L— OoL  Simon  H.  Miz,  Third  S»w  Teik  Oavalzy. 

So.  8.-<3oL  AogiutaB  B.  B.  Spragoe,  Fifty-ilxst  lUasaohiiMtls  Inihntqr. 

No.  L 
Btport  qf  Ool  Simm  JET.  JfitB,  Third  New  York  Omadlrf. 

New  Bebne,  N.  G.,  Jammry  22,  iad3. 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  orders  I  marched 
ftt>in  New  Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  with  eight  com- 
panies of  my  regiment  and  proceeded  a  distance  of  abont  12  miles  np 
the  soath  bank  of  the  Trent  River  to  Mill  Greek,  near  PoUocksville, 
where  a  halt  became  necessary  in  consequence  of  the  destruction  of  a 
brid|(e  across  that  stream.  The  bridge  was  expeditiously  rebuilt  and 
my  line  of  march  resumed  through  PoUooksville  a  short  distance  on  the 
road  toward  Trenton,  where,  at  an  angle  of  a  thickly- wooded  road,  three 
shots  in  rapid  succession  were  fired  from  an  ambush  on  the  advance 
goBTd  of  my  column.  A  halt  was  immediately  ordered,  when  it  was 
discovered  that  the  road  was  blockaded  by  trees  felled  across  it  for  some 
distance  in  fiont.  I  communicated  the  tsMt  to  Golonel  Amory.  acting 
hrigadier«general,  in  command  of  the  expedition,  who  ordered  me  to 
encamp  my  regiment  for  the  night. 

The  obstruction  being  removed  at  this  point,  1  moved  my  regiment 
at  7  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  18th,  reaching  Trenton,  13  miles  dis- 
tant ftom  Pollocksville,  about  11  o'clock  a.  m.  Several  points  on  the 
route,  about  midway  between  Pollocksville  and  Trenton,  were  block- 
aded by  felled  trees,  and  a  large  mill-dam,  the  flow  from  which  crosses 
the  road  within  a  half  mile  of  Trenton,  was  found  to  be  cut,  with  the 
evident  intention  of  flooding  the  road  to  prevent  my  passage  into  the 
town.  The  cut  in  the  dam  was  repaired  in  season  to  prevent  great  de- 
lay in  my  march. 

At  Trenton  1  discovered  some  rebel  cavalry,  who  retreated  up  the 
White  Hall  road  toward  Kinston.  A  strong  blockade  of  felled  trees 
across  the  road,  densely  wooded,  and  swamps  on  both  sides  prevented 
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my  pursuit.  Immediate  preparatioDs  were  made  for  r«moviDg  the 
blockade,  and  the  bridge  across  the  rirer  at  Trenton  was  burned  and 
destroyed  to  the  waters  edge.  The  blockade  of  the  road  in  the  mean 
time  ha  ring  been  removed  I  marched  up  the  White  Hall  road  about  6 
mUes  and  destroyed  a  bridge  which  crossed  the  Trent  Eivar  at  that 
point. 

This  accomplished  and  night  arriving  I  countermarched  my  i-egiuient 
to  Trenton  and  encamped  for  the  night.  I  countermarched  to  Trimton 
as  a  matter  of  necessity,  inasmuch  as  the  road  leading  to  Comfort,  as  I 
Ascertained,  was  blockaded  to  such  an  extent  as  to  defy  all  farther 
progress  in  that  direction. 

On  the  momin>:  of  the  19th,  at  7  o'clock,  I  marched  f¥om  Trenton 
without  obstruction  to  Young's  Gross- Boads,  taking  a  road  southward, 
which  intersects  the  main  road  from  Trenton  to  PoUocksville,  4  miles 
from  the  latter  place. 

^Ha  distance  from  Trenton  to  Young's  Cross-Boads  by  this  route  is 
1/  miles.  I  reached  Young's  Gross-Boads  about  noon  and  found  the 
bridge  across  White  Oak  River,  1  mile  below  Young's  Gross-Boads,  on 
the  road  leading  toward  Jacksonville,  destroyed,  and  a  strong  barri- 
cade erected  on  the  opposite  bank  to  oppose  its  reconstruction. 

From  this  barricade  my  advance  was  fired  upon  without  effect  as  it 
neared  the  stream.  A  howitzer  was  brought  forward  and  the  barricade 
stormed  with  canister,  which  had  the  effect  to  silence  tbe  enemy's  fire 
and  cause  him  to  retreat  from  the  position.  In  so  great  haste  did  the 
eneiny  retire  that  he  left  behind  five  sabers  and  a  quantity  of  ammu- 
nition. 

Preparations  were  made  to  rebuild  the  bridge  across  White  Oak 
Biver,  and  my  regiment,  after  carefully  reconnoiteriug  the  adjacent 
roads,  encamped  at  Young's  Gross-Boads  for  the  night.  During  the 
evening  two  contrabands  came  within  our  lines,  who  stated  that  they 
were  with  the  enemy  at  the  time  of  my  firing  into  the  stockade  at 
White  Oak  Biver,  and  that  the  rebel  officer  in  command  received  three 
severe  wounds  at  the  first  fire  of  the  howitzer.  1  retaiued  these  con- 
trabands as  guides,  and  procured  from  them  reliable  information. 

The  bridge  across  White  Oak  Biver  was  completed  and  crossed  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  at  10  o'clock.  Leaving  all  my  trans- 
portation behind  a.  Young's  Gross-Boads  with  the  infantry,  I  pressed  my 
regiment  forward  in  the  direction  of  Jacksonville  with  great  rapidity. 

Five  miles  from  Young's  Gross-Boads  my  advance  guard  met  and 
surprised  a  company  of  rebel  cavalry,  about  50  in  number,  which  was 
pursued  at  a  gallop  for  nearly  12  miles  by  a  portion  of  Major  Gole's 
battalion,  my  regiment  being  kept  up  at  supporting  distance. 

When  within  about  5  miles  of  Jacksonville,  and  about  20  distant 
from  Young's  Gross-Boads,  our  pursuit  was  checked  by  the  destruction 
of  a  bridge  across  Big  Northeast  Bun,  a  stream  about  20  feet  in  width, 
which  bridge  had  been  previously  arranged  for  speedy  removal ;  a 
stockade  had  been  erected  about  100  yards  on  the  opposite  side  ot  this 
stream,  at  the  end  of  a  deep,  wooded  gorge,  from  which  a  heavy  volley 
of  buck-shot  was  poured  back  upon  our  i^vance. 

The  howitzer  was  again  brought  tD  bear,  the  stockade  cleared,  and 
the  bridge  repaired.  At  this  point  I  had  1  man  killed  and  1  seriously 
but  not  fatally  wounded  by  the  enemy's  fire.  My  regiment  again  moved 
forward  and  reached  the  intersection  of  the  road  leading  fi-om  Gomfort 
to  Jacksonville,  3  miles  from  the  latter  place,  where  1  halted,  after  as- 
certaining that  the  I  ridge  across  New  Biver  at  Jacksonville  would  be 
destroyed  by  fire  on  our  approach  and  all  communication  with  the  en- 
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emy  in  that  direotion  would  be  out  ofl,  he  having  salUy  arrived  on  the 
opposite  Bide. 

After  a  short  halt  at  this  last-mentioned  place,  night  approaching 
and  a  terrible  storm  of  rain  and  wind  setting  in,  I  coontermarched  my 
regiment  to  Young's  Cross-Boads,  whi3h  point  was  reached  at  10  p.  m., 
where  I  again  encamped  fbr  the  night.  My  entire  retom  march  was 
throagh  a  heavy  storm  of  wind  and  rain,  whidi  oansed  the  road  to  be- 
come very  heavy  and  difficult  to  travel. 

I  captnred  3  prisoners  between  Young's  Oross-Boads  and  Jackson- 
ville, and  also  took  of  the  enemy's  transportation  three  wagons  with 
three  pairs  of  mules  attached^  and  one  mule-saddle,  with  holsters,  pis- 
tols, &e^    With  one  of  the  prisoners  a  horse  was  captuied. 

Believing  my  orders  had  been  obeyed  and  carried  out  to  the  ftall  ex- 
tent of  my  ability  to  perform  the  same,  on  the  morning  of  the  2l8t  in- 
stant I  returned  with  my  command  to  aew  Berne,  N.  0.,  reaching  that 
place  at  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

I  am,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

[SIMON  H.  MIX, 

Lleat.  Col.  Southabd  Hoffman, 

AMsiatant  Adjutant-Generalf  Eighteenth  Armff  Oarpe, 


Ko.  2. 

Export  of  OoL  Augustus  B.  R.  Sprague^  Fifty  first  Massaohusetts  Infcmtrg. 

FoSTBB  Babbaoks,  -January  21, 1863. 

On  the  17th  instant,  in  conformity  to  Special  Orders,  No.  14,  joining 
a  portion  of  the  First  Brigade  and  a  detachment  of  artillery  and  the 
Third  New  York  Cavalry-,  I  marched  with  seven  companies  of  my  com- 
mand (Companies  F,  E,  and  G  being  on  detached  service)  by  Brice's 
Greek  and  the  south  side  of  the  Trent  Biver  to  Pollocksville,  about  13 
miles  distant;  arrived  at  5  p.  m.  and  went  into  bivouac  for  the  night. 
On  the  morning  of  the  18th  two  companies,  under  the  command  of  Major 
Harkness,  marched  with  the  main  column  toward  Trenton,  while  I  was 
ordered,  with  the  five  remaining  compauien  and  a  detachment  of  cav- 
alry, to  guard  the  approaches  and  hold  Pollocksville  till  the  return  of 
the  main  force.  This  was  successfully  accomplished,  and  upon  the  re- 
turn of  the  main  body  at  noon  of  19th  instant,  I  received  instructions 
to  move  five  companies  to  Young's  Oross-Boads  and  hold  that  point  till 
the  arrival  of  the  main  column. 

Without  a  guide  we  passed  the  spot  known  as  Young's  Oross-Boads 

g>bout  7  miles  from  Pollocksville)^  and  coming  suddenly  upon  White 
ak  Greek  my  advance  guard  received  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  outposts 
on  the  other  side  of  the  river,  the  bridge  having  been  destroyed  and  a 
breastwork  of  logs  formed  for  their  protection.  The  advance,  under  the 
direct  command  of  Lieutenant-Golonel  Stndley,  returned  the  fire  and 
the  enemy  retired. 

In  obedience  to  instractions  we  bivouacked  at  the  cross-roads,  and  at 
evening  were  joined  by  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  Soon  after  day- 
light, 20th  instant,  crossed  White  Oak  Biver  with  a  detiichment  and 
established  an  outpost  on  the  Jacksonville  road  to  guard  the  approaches 
while  the  bridge  over  the  creek  was  being  rebuilt.    The  main  force, 
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under  Colonel  AjnoEy,  arriTed  and  a  portion  of  the  cavaby  prooaed  fbr- 
waid  to  a  point  near  JacksonviUe  and  reported  the  enemy  in  foroe  at 
that  place.  The  object  of  the  expedition  accomplished,  we  left  Smith's 
Mill  on  the  morning  of  the  2l8t^  passing  through  PollooksviUe,  and  ar- 
rived at  New  Berne  in  the  evening.  A  heavy  rain  during  the  preceding 
night  made  muddy  roads  and  overflowing  streams.  William  P.  Kentj 
of  Company  I,  who  marched  in  apparent  good  health,  was  taken  sud- 
denly ill  and  died  in  an  ambulance  on  the  route. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  B.  SPRAGUE, 
Colond  Fifty-firtt  Mat$a€hM$ett8  ItegimmU. 
Lieut.  E.  T.  Parkinson, 

A.  A.  A.  &.,  First  Brigade^  Dept.  of  North  OaroUiUL 


JAVUABT  19,  1868.— temt  from  WDliamsburg  and  skfandih  at  Burnt 

Ordinary,  Va. 

Beport  ofMe0.  WiUiam  G.  McOandUss^  Fifth  PetmiyUiania  Oavalrf. 

Hbadquabtebs  Foxtbth  Abmy  Cobps, 

Torktown^  Fa.,  January  21, 1883. 

Obneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  report  of  a  scout 
made  on  the  10th  instant  by  M%jor  McCandless,  of  the  Fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  sent  out  by  Lieutenant-Colonel.  Lewis,  commanding  that 
regiment,  under  orders  from  myself: 

I  left  oMup  with  a  soontiiig  party,  oooflisting  of  ISO  men,  at  9  o^olook  a.  m.  When, 
beyond  the  pioket,  at  the  point  where  the  loads  diverge.  I  diyided  my  oommaad, 
sending  one  party  by  the  Tork  Biver  with  orders  to  Join  tne  main  eolomn  at  the  Six 
Mile  Ordinary  and  another  party  np  the  Jamestown  road  to  the  Chiokahominy  River 
with  instmouous  to  so  by  way  of  Centrsville  and  Join  me  at  the  Bomt  Ordinary, 
while  I  proceeded  wiw  the  remainder  of  my  foroe  directly  np  the  Richmond  road. 

At  the  Six  Mile  Ordinary  the  party  reported  havini;  seen  nothing  of  the  enemy.  My 
strong^  was  now  about  60  men.  with  this  nnmber  I  went  on  np  the  Richmond  road, 
and  when  arrived  at  Mrs.  Pickett's  gate,  9  miles  ftom  Williamsborg,  I  oame  upon  tiie 
enemy's  tirst  post  of  3  mounted  men  and  at  the  brick  church  half  a  mile  farther  on  dia- 
ooveied  their  reserve  of  16  men.  who  were  at  once  chased  b^  my  advance  guard,  under 
Lieutenant  Yesin,  as  far  as  the  Burnt  Ordinary,  at  wbich  point  they  were  met  by  a  foroe 
of  the  enemy's  cavalry  coming  alongside  the  Centrevilleroad,  and  who,  dashing  upon 
the  head  of  the  advance  gnud  with  a  sudden  swoop,  auooeeded  in  outting  off  and 
capturing  4  of  our  men,  who,  in  the  excitement,  had  sotten  300  or  400  yards  in  advaaoe, 
and  then  began  instantly  to  draw  up  in  line  of  battle.  Lieutenant  Yezin,  seeing  the 
fate  of  his  men  and  perceiving  that  an  instant's  delay  would  give  the  enemy  time  to 
form,  and  notwithstanding  the  fiict  that  he  had  but  13  men  with  him,  ordered  the 
rest  of  the  advance  |^nard  to  *'  draw  saber  and  charge,"  whidi  wss  done  in  tiie  most 
gidlant  manner  and  in  the  face  of  a  volley  from  the  enemy's  guns. 

The  flashing  of  our  sabers  in  air  and  the  shouts  of  the  men  as  thejr  charged  upon  the 
foe  was  more  than  the  enemy  could  stand,  and  breaking  at  once  in  every  direction 
they  fled  precipitately,  about  20  returning  np  the  Centreville  road  and  the  balance 
taking  the  Diasound  road,  which  party  being  the  larger  we  pursued  and  succeeded  in 
retaking  3  of  our  captured  men.  witn  tlieir  horses  and  arms,  and  in  capturing  4  of 
the  enemy,  besides  woundins  one  other,  who,  however,  escaped  through  the  woods, 
leavinff  his  horse  in  our  hands.  I  regrot  to  have  to  report  the  loss  by  capture  of  Pri- 
vate McNeill  and  the  inlury  of  Private  John  Brown,  who  was  shot  in  the  side.  We 
pursued  the  enemy  3  miles  beyond  the  Burnt  Ordinair,  but  their  horses  beluff  firesh 
and  fleeter  than  ours  they  all,  with  the  exception  of  those  above  mentioned  laade 
good  their  escape. 

Havintf  learned  the  foroe  of  the  enemy  to  consist  of  one  regiment  of  infantry  and 
500  cavauy  stationed  at  Diascund  Bridge  I  returned  to  camp  by  tiie  Centreville  road, 
and  was  Joined  on  the  road  by  the  party  who  went  to  the  Chiokahominy  BlTer.  lliey 
reported  no  enemy  in  sight  or  either  side  of  that  river. 
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The  activity  and  energy  of  the  officers  and  meu  of  tho  Fifth  PonDsylva- 
ma  Cavalry  and  the  onifonn  saooeas  which  has  attended  their  nameroas 
sooats  daring  the  last  three  months  are  worthy  of  notice. 
Very  respectfhlly,  yonr  obedient  servaat| 

B.  D.  KBYES, 
Maifar-Oeneral^  Oammanding  Carps. 

Mbj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Omm^.  Sevmth  Armif  Carps  and  Dept  af  Virginia. 


JAVUABT  Vf-Mf  186S.— SaoonnainaaoM  on  the  Veuse,  Dover,  and  Trent 

Boads,  V.  0. 

Bspart  af  CaL  John  BMUar  Janes,  Fiftg-eighih  Pennsfflvania  Infantfy. 

Hdqbs.  t>UTPO0T8y  Oaxp  Fifty-biohth  Bbgkt.  Pa.  Vols., 

Jontkiry  28, 1863. 

BiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  order  to  close  our  lines  effect- 
nally  and  at  the  same  time  to  obtain  information  of  the  position  of  the 
enemy  on  my  front,  I  yesterday  dispatched  strong  parties  on  the  Nense 
and  Dover  roads;  also  on  the  railixMul  and  on  the  Trent  road.  My  di- 
rections were  to  feel  the  enemy,  capturing  his  small  parties  and  out- 
posts but  avoiding  those  which  showed  strength,  and  to  obtain  as  much 
intelligence  ae  possible.   My  several  parties  returned  this  evening. 

On  the  Kense  and  Dover  roads  the  bridges  over  Gore  Greek  were 
fonnd  broken  down,  and  no  posts  on  this  side,  and  no  parties  met  ex- 
cept one  of  a  few  men  near  the  creek  on  the  Neuse  road,  who  retired 
hastily  and  escaped  into  the  woods.  There  were  no  pickets  on  the 
Dover  road  crossing  or  the  railroad,  but  a  very  small  one  at  the  Neuse, 
beyond  the  creek. 

The  railroad  bridge  at  Gore  Greek  was  found  standing,  but  the  up- 
rights aro  chopped  nearly  off  close  to  the  water,  so  as  to  fall  readily. 
From  the  information  obtained  the  enemy  seem  to  have  retired  to  Sandy 
Ridge,  some  2J  miles  beyond  Gore  Greek,  where  they  are  fortifying  them- 
selves. They  also  have  blocked  up  the  crossroads  between  the  railroad 
and  the  Dover  road.  The  force  at  Sandy  Ridge  is  reported  by  residents 
of  the  vicinity  to  be  two  companies,  and  they  also  report  that  General 
Evans  is  in  command  at  Kinston,  but  with  what  force  they  do  not  know 
or  choose  to  say. 

On  the  Trent  road  while  a  working  party  which  I  sent  to  finish  block- 
ing the  roads  on  the  flank  of  Deep  Gully  was  thus  engaged,  the  escort, 
Gompany  K,  of  the  Fifby-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  Gapt. 
Gecil  Clay,  moved  in  advance.  On  the  Trent  road,  near  the  L4-mi]e 
I>08t,  a  blockade  was  found  obstructing  effectually  the  passage  of  artil- 
lery and  cavalry,  and  continuing  more  or  less  complete  to  beyond  the 
eighteenth  post  At  the  forks  of  the  Trent  road  Gaptain  Glay  dis- 
covered a  post  of  the  enemy,  which,  by  judicious  arrangements,  he  sur- 
rounded and  surprised,  capturing  the  whole  party — 8  infantry  and  2 
cavalry.  In  this  little  affkir,  Gaptain  Glay  reports  that  good  service  was 
rendered  by  Lieutenant  Wells  (Gompany  F),  who,  being  with  him  for 
topographical  purposes,  had  command  of  the  squad  wbicb  made  the 
Actoal  capture:  also  that  his  men  behaved  admirably. 
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The  arms  and  hones  taken  wUl  be  tamed  over  to  the  proper  depart- 
ment. The  prisoners,  10  in  nnmber,  I  send  to  headquarters  under  charge 
of  Captain  Clay. 

Very  respectfally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  RIGHT  BR  JONES, 
Oolonelj  Ckmmanding  OutposU. 

Lieut.  Gol.  SoTTTHARD  Hoffman, 

Attst,  Adjt  Oen,y  BightemUh  Army  Oarps. 


JAHUABY  SO,  ISeS.— Ensagemant  at  neterted  Houa,  or  XsUy'i  Mm» 

near  Buffidk,  Va. 


No.  1. — M%J.  Qen,  John  J.  Peek,  U.  8.  Anny. 

No.  2.— Brig.  Oen.  Michael  Corooran,  U.  8.  Army. 

No.  3. — CoL  Samuel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennaylyania  Cayalry. 

No.  4.— Col.  William  McEyily,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York  Inlkntry. 

No,  5. — Brig.  Gen.  Ro^r  A.  Pryor,  C.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Beparta  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  J.  Peeky  U.  S.  Army, 

Headquarters  United  States  Forges, 

Suffolk^  Va.j  February  4,  1863. 

On  January  29  information  reached  me  that  General  Pryor  had  been 
encamped  at  Holland's  Comers,  14  miles  distant,  with  a  force  of  all 
arms,  the  preceding  night.  Captain  Ward,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry,  was  promptly  dispatched  to  procure  reliable  data  and 
watch  his  movements.  Late  in  the  afternoon  this  moat  valuable  and 
daring  officer  reported  that  General  Pryor  had  gone  in  the  direction  of 
the  Deserted  House,  with  some  2,000  infantry,  Sx)  cavalry,  and  a  num- 
ber of  pieces  of  artillery.  Parties  were  sent  to  the  indicated  point  and 
returned  about  8  p.  m.  with  information  of  his  arrival  there.  I  at  once 
organized  a  special  force,  consisting  of  the  following :  Eleventh  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  Colonel  Speai-;  lollett's  (Fourth  U.  S.  Artillery)  bat- 
tery; Davis'  (Seventh  Massachusetts)  battery;  two  mountain  howitzers; 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Dobbs ;  the  Sixth  Massa- 
chusetts, Colonel  Follansbee;  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty  seventh  Penn- 
sylvania, Colonel  Knoderer;  the  Sixty -ninth  New  York,  Colonel  Mur- 
phy, and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York,  Colonel  McEvily ; 
Colonel  Gibbs  commanding  the  intiftntry  (amounting,  by  the  morning 
reports  of  that  day,  to  some  4,800  total),  and  placed  it  under  the  com- 
mand of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Corcoran. 

He  left  about  1  a.  m.,  with  instructions  to  proceed  cautiously,  asccr- 
lain  the  locality  of  the  enemy  and  force  him  from  his  position,  inflicting 
all  the  loss  possible.  About  3.20  a.  m.  the  cavalry  came  upon  the  reb^ 
picket,  driving  it  in  and  back  upon  the  enemy's  main  line  of  battle. 
FoUett's  battery  suppo  *ted  by  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Regiment,  and 
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two  sections  of  Davis'  battery,  supported  by  the  One  hnndred  and  thir- 
tieth New  York  Regiment,  were  poshed  forward  to  an  open  space  in 
front  of  the  enemy  by  the  light  of  the  camp-fires.  At  3.40  a.  m.  Follett 
opened  his  fire  and  was  immediately  replied  to  by  all  the  Confederate 
artillery.  Davis'  tetteiy  joined  in  and  the  cannonade  was  continaed 
without  cessation  nntO  6  a.  m.  General  Corcoran  ordered  the  infan- 
try to  advance  at  5.16  a.  m.,  bat  the  order  was  not  promptly  executed, 
although  given  more  than  once.  He  says  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
8ovent£  Pennsylvania  became  a  confhsed  mass,  mixed  up  with  other 
regiments,  and  filled  up  ^e  entire  road,  leaving  it  impassable  and  cre- 
ating a  temporary  conlusion  among  some  other  regiments  in  the  rear. 
At  the  request  of  the  lieutenant^colonel  it  was  sent  to  the  rear  to  restore 
confidence  and  reform. 

About  6  a.  m.  one  section  of  artillery  was  placed  in  the  road,  with  the 
Thirteenth  Indiana  on  the  right  and  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New 
York  on  the  left,  supported  by  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 
:knd  the  whole,  under  Colonel  Spear,  advanced  upon  the  enemy.  Other 
regiments  were  formed  in  successive  lines,  supporting  the  movement. 
Upon  the  approach  of  this  determined  mass  the  enemy  faltered  and 
commenced  his  retreat.  He  was  pursued  vigorously  until  the  troops 
reached  a  thick  wood  and  marsh.  The  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New 
York  and  cavalry  were  sent  forward  to  reconnoiter  and  found  the  en- 
emy well  posted  at  the  distance  of  2  mUes.  A  section  of  Davis'  battery 
and  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  took  position  on  the  road  and  opened 
upon  the  enemy. 

As  it  was  now  10.15  a.  m.  a  halt  was  ordered  to  give  the  men  break- 
fast, wbUe  awaiting  fresh  supplies  of  ammunition  and  re-enforcements 
called  for  after  the  opening  of  the  engagement 

Soon  after  11  o'clock  Colonel  Foster  joined,  with  the  One  hundred  and 
twelfth  New  York  and  three  pieces  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Battery, 
and  the  ammunition,  and  was  placed  in  command  of  the  infantry.  At 
12  o'clock  the  plan  of  flanking  by  the  Franklin  road  was  given  up  and 
an  attack  in  front  ordered.  The  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York, 
a  section  of  Wisconsin  guns,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry  were  de- 
tailed to  hold  the  Deserted  House,  and  the  command  moved  on  again. 

The  enemy  hod  commenced  his  retreat,  but  all  possible  baste  was 
made  to  overtake  his  fleeing  battalions.  At  Pecosis  Creek  a  sharp 
skirmish  occurred  between  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  and  the  rear  guard. 
The  cavalry  followed  2  miles  beyond  Carrsville,  when  pursuit  was  dis- 
continued. It  being  evident  that  no  farther  stand  would  be  made  a 
return  to  Deserted  House  was  ordered. 

At  Carrsville  Major  Wheelan  reported  with  six  companies  of  Dodge's 
Rifles  and  one  howitzer  and  was  assigned  to  duty.  Later  in  the  day  a 
section  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  guns  also  joined.  The  whole  com- 
mand reached  the  Deserted  House  about  6  p.  m.  and  Suffolk  after  mid- 
night, having  made  a  maaoh  of  32  miles  in  twenty-four  hours  and  beaten 
the  enemy  soundly. 

Our  loss  was  as  follows:  * 
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*Biit  Me  leviaed  itfttementy  p.  196. 
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The  rebel  loss  mimt  have  been  more  than  oorsy  Judging  ftt>m  the  in- 
dioationB  of  the  field  and  roads  and  from  the  fact  that  1,140  rounds  of 
shot  and  shell  were  thrown  from  onr  batteries.  Thirteen  p^i^oners  fell 
into  onr  hands. 

The  Thirteenth  Indiana  is  spoken  of  in  very  flattering  terms ;  also 
the  Sixty -ninth,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  and  One  hundred  and  thir- 
tieth New  York. 

The  demoralization  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Penn- 
sylvania, already  spoken  of,  undoubtedly  arose  from  a  complication  of 
unfaTorable  circumstances  rather  than  from  any  determination  to  dis- 
obey orders.  It  had  never  been  under  fire,  its  position  at  the  head  of 
the  column  near  the  artillery  (exposed  to  the  enemy's  fire  for  near  two 
hours  in  the  darkness  without  being  engaged),  and  the  fiict  that  the 
colonel  was  desperately  wounded  and  tiie  lieutenant-colonol  and  major 
unhorsed  were  considerations  well  calculated  to  create  temporary  con- 
fusion. From  this  it  recovered,  and  no  complaint  was  made  during  the 
subsequent  operations.  This  regiment  should  avail  itself  of  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  wipe  out  any  suspicion  that  may  have  attached  to  its 
conduct  at  the  Deserted  House. 

General  Corcoran  speaks  in  high  commendation  of  Oolonel  Foster,  of 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  in  command  of  theinfruitary;  of  Oolonel  SpcMur, 
commanding  the  cavaliy;  of  Captain  Follett,  senior  officer  of  artillery, 
and  of  Burgeon  Hand,  medical  cUrector.  These  are  all  officers  of  rare 
merit,  who  have  won  high  reputation  by  their  bravery,  prudence,  and 
fidelity. 

Lieutenant-Colonels  Dobbs  and  Thorp:  Captain  Davis,  Lieutenants 
Hartwell,  DevoU,  and  McCardy  (Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery) ;  Lieu- 
tenants Whitney  and  Wilkeson  (Fourth  Artillery) ;  Surgeons  D wyer  and 
Nolan,  Assistant  Sargeons  Spencer  and  Fawcett,  Quartermaster  Cooke, 
Captain  Blodgett (assistant  adjutant-general), and  Aidesde-Camp  Tra- 
cey,  Hughes,  and  Winterbotham  are  particularly  noticed  for  zeal,  gal- 
lantry, and  good  conduct. 

The  troops  that  joined  during  the  day  are  deserving  of  credit  for  the 
alacrity  with  which  they  responded  to  the  call  of  duty. 

The  wounded,  in  kind  and  skillful  hands,  are  doing  well.  Especial 
praise  is  doe  them  for  unfiinching  courage  on  the  field  and  patient  en- 
durance of  suffering. 

The  dead  fell  in  tbe  performance  of  high  and  stem  duties  assumed 
in  behalf  of  a  country  menaced  by  the  most  cruel  and  wicked  rebellion 
recorded  in  history.  Nobly  have  they  discharged  all  obligations,  leav- 
ing bright  examples  of  valor  and  fidelity  for  their  fellow-soldiers  and 
countrymen.  Their  families  and  friends  have  the  deepest  sympathies 
of  the  American  people,  and  the  precious  and  enduring  recollections  that 
their  blood  was  poured  out  in  the  defense  of  constitutional  liberty. 

The  artillery  of  the  enemy  equaled  ours,  while  he  had  a  chosen  posi- 
tion and  choice  of  ground  in  his  retrograae  movement.  A  flank  move 
early  in  the  day  would  probably  have  been  decisive,  and  the  victory 
full  and  complete.  The  action  was  prematurely  brought  on  by  the  ad- 
vance some  two  hours  before  daylight,  during  which  time  tiie  usual  sup- 
ply of  battery  ammunition  was  nearly  exhausted  and  the  temper  of  the 
troops  severely  tried.  Delays  ensued  and  the  enemy  commenced  his 
retreat. 

Under  all  the  circumstances  it  was  a  handsome  aflEiair,  and  the  enemy 
will  long  remember  his  losses,  disappointment,  and  narrow  escape  from 
oaptuTCu 
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General  Corcoran  and  the  troopn  are  entitled  to  ni>  wannest  appro- 
liation  for  the  brilliant  achievemen  *:  contributed  by  them  to  tlie  canse 
of  the  Qovomment. 

Yery  respectfally,  year  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Col.  D.  T.  Van  Bxtben, 

Assistant  Adfutant-Gmkeralj  SetfeiUk  Army  Carps. 


[AddMdik] 
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January  30, 1863. 
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Omoen  Mlid^Llovt.  Xdwaid  D.  Sawftell,  ftUth  IfMMehiuetts;  CapU  Bowley  P.  Taylor,  Oaa  him 
ladaad  thirtieth  Now  York. 
MertuOy  lioiiiidtd.    Col  Chailea  A.  Xaoderer,  One  handrad  tad  ■txty-aoTenth  PeaaiyWania. 


Suffolk,  January  30, 1863. 

Three  of  FoUett^e  gone  have  arrired :  two  of  them  disabled  by  ina- 
bility to  get  0hell8  down ;  one  of  his  limoers exploded.  Our  loss  about 
100.  My  extra  force  had  arrived  at  the  latest;  also  Colonel  Foster. 
The  enemy  had  fallen  back  from  3  to  4  miles  since  daylight,  contesting 
different  positions.  I  have  repeatedly  gaarde<l  against  being  led  too 
far  away  in  case  of  suooess.  It  has  been  a  hard  night  and  day,  bat  I 
feel  sore  that  we  have  a  victory.  One  of  the  churches  has  been  pre- 
pared for  tiie  wounded. 

Prisoners  say  that  battery  horses  were  nearly  exliausted  and  the 
guns  were  moved  by  hand  at  intervals.  Some  guns  will  probably  be 
seeiired. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Ms^'Oeierdls 

M^for-General  Dix,  Fart  Manras. 
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Na  2. 
Btpart  of  Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Ooteoran^  U.  8.  Am^. 

HSADQUABTEBS  GOBCOBAN'S  IBISH  LBGI0N| 

Suffolk^  Fd.,  Fdmtary  1, 1883. 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  in  oomplianoe  with  orders 
received  fit>m  Maj.  Geo.  John  J.  Peck,  at  9.30  p.  m.  on  Thursday  the 
29th  ultimo  I  proceeded  to  take  command  of  the  troops  designated  for 
the  expedition  to  attack  the  rebel  force  under  General  Roger  A.  Pryor. 

Arriving  at  the  point  previously  arranged  for  the  rendezvous  of  our 
troops  at  12  o'clock  I  found  most  of  the  regiments  already  on  the  ground 
or  had  passed  them  on  their  march  thereto. 

At  1  a.  m.  on  Friday,  the  30th,  everything  being  in  readiness  I  com- 
menced the  march  in  the  order  according  to  the  annexed  supplement. 
I  continued  the  march  until,  arriving  near  the  Nansemond  County  Poor 
House,  I  ordered  a  halt  for  about  ten  minutes,  after  which  we  proceeded 
on  toward  the  Deserted  House. 

About  1  mile  from  the  latter  place  our  advance  guard,  at  3.20  a.  m., 
met  the  enemy's  pickets  posted  in  strong  force  on  the  road  and  in  the 
woods.  They  were  promptly  charged,  some  being  killed  and  others 
taken  prisoners.  The  charge  was  continued  by  two  companies  of  Colonel 
Spear's  cavalry  up  to  the  enemy's  front,  who  were  drawn  up  in  line 
of  battle.  I  pushed  forward  Captain  Follett's  battery  of  the  Fourth 
U.  8.  Artillery,  supported  by  the  Thirteenth  Regiment  Indiana  Volun- 
teers, and  two  sections  of  Captain  Davis'  (Seventh  Massachusetts)  bat- 
tery, supported  by  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Volnnteera. 
They  gained  an  open  space  in  front  of  the  enemy,  whose  camp-fires  were 
burning.  The  other  regiments  of  the  command,  which  wore  in  line  of 
battle  ^ong  the  south  side  of  the  road,  were  ordered  to  lie  down  when 
the  artillery  firing  commenced. 

Captain  Folletrs  battery  first  opened  at  3.40  a.  m.  on  the  north  side 
of  the  road,  and  the  enemy  immediately  replied  with  twelve  pieces,  some 
of  which  were  of  a  larger  caliber  than  our  own.  Captain  Davis  took 
position  on  the  south  side  of  the  road,  and  our  own  guns  and  the  en- 
emy's kept  np  an  incessant  and  very  rapid  fire  until  6  a.  m. 

At  about  5.15  a.  m.  I  gave  orders  for  the  infantry  to  advance.  This 
order,  twice  repeated,  was  not  promptly  executed,  through  cause  which 
I  reported  verbally  to  the  m%jor-general  yesterday.  On  learning  this 
I  immediately  ordered  an  advance  a  third  time  and  went  in  person  to 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia  and 
sent  orders  to  the  regiments  in  the  rear  to  advance  in  succession  in  the 
order  of  battle  pre^ously  assigned.  I  found  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-seventh  without  a  single  field  officer.  The  colonel,  I  afterward 
learned  with  regret,  was  seriously,  if  not  mortally  wounded,  and  the 
lieutenant-colonel  and  m%jor  had  their  horses  killed  under  them  and 
were  teminirarily  hurt.  I  asked  if  there  was  any  officer  present  who 
would  take  command  of  the  regiment.  The  adjutant  promptly  re- 
siMinded  and  used  all  exertions  to  get  the  men  forward,  but  did  not 
succeed.  They  became  a  confosed  mass,  mixed  up  with  other  regi- 
ments, and  filled  up  the  entire  road,  leaving  it  impassable  and  creating 
a  temporary  confusion  among  some  other  r^ments  in  the  rear.  The 
lieutenant-colonel  came  up  to  me  about  this  time  and  requested  per- 
mission to  take  his  regiment  to  the  rear  in  order  to  restore  confidence 
and  have  them  reformedi    I  became  convinced  this  must  be  done,  and 
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oouseqaeatly  ordered  the  Sizty-nintli  B^fpment  New  York  National 
GaardjB  (who  behaved  throaghont  with  admirable  steadiness,  altbongh 
soffering  severely  from  the  enemy's  shell)  and  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-fifth  New  York  Yolnnteers  to  take  position  in  line  of  battle  about 
800  paces  in  the  rear  and  stop  any  of  the  command  from  retiring  be- 
yond that  point.  One  company  of  Spear's  cavalry  was  placed  on  the 
road  for  a  similar  purpose.  I  rode  down  to  see  thiB  order  executed,  and 
on  returning  to  the  fiiont  in  company  with  Oolonel  Spear,  at  5.40  a.  m., 
determined  to  charge  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  ana  ordered  two 
pieces  of  artillery  to  be  placed  on  the  road  and  formed  the  Thirteenth 
Indiana  and  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  on  the  right  and  left, 
strongly  supported  by  Spear's  cavaliy.  These  orders  were  promptly 
attended  to,  and  at  6  a.  m.  they  all  moved  forward  under  command  of 
Colonel  Spear.  I  ordered  up  the  other  regiments  and  formed  them  in 
successive  lines  of  battle. 

The  enemy  rapidly  retreated  at  our  apparent  approach,  and  were 
vigorously  pursued  until  our  infantry  advance  was  stopped  by  thick 
woods  and  marsh.  On  the  concentration  of  our  forces  at  this  point  I 
ordered  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Yolunteers  to  be 
thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  of  the  road  and  a  portion 
of  Spear's  cavalry  to  recounoiter  on  the  road,  who  soon  reported  the 
enemy's  artillery  strongly  posted  about  2  miles  in  front.  Our  skir- 
mishers here  were  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp, 
and  continued  to  advance  steadily.  The  enemy  on  perceiving  them 
came  forward  with  their  peculiar  ydl  to  dislodge  them,  but  were  quickly 
driven  back  with  much  loss.  They  tried  this  three  times  with  the 
same  result.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp  acted  bravely  and  exhibited 
much  coolness  and  good  judgment.  Two  pieces  of  Captain  Davis'  bat- 
tery, supported  by  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  National  Guards,  mean- 
while took  position  on  the  road  and  opened  on  the  enemy. 

It  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  state  that  from  6.30  a.  m.  the  re- 
mainder of  our  artillery  were  almost  entirely  without  ammunition. 
The  men  of  the  command  had  eaten  nothing  up  to  this  time,  10.15  a.  m., 
and  had  made  a  rapid  march.  I  therefore  ordered  a  halt  for  the  pur- 
pose of  giving  them  time  for  breakflMt  and  awaiting  fresh  supplies  of 
ammunition.  I  consulted  the  colonels  and  chiefs  of  commands  and 
decided  to  endeavor  to  take  the  enemy  in  flank  by  moving  along  the 
old  Franklin  road. 

At  about  11  a.  m.  Colonel  Foster  reported  to  me,  and  I  immediately 
placed  him  in  command  of  the  entire  infantry.  Soon  after,  the  One 
hundred  and  twelfth  Regiment  New  York  Volunteers  and  three  pieces 
of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  ^ith  a  fresh  supply  of  artillery  am- 
munition, reiMirted.  My  thanks  are  due  to  these  commands  for  the 
prompt  manner  in  which  they  marched  to  the  scene  of  action  and  the 
desire  they  manifested  to  join  in  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  The  two 
howitsers  attached  to  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  were  present 
and  were  brought  to  bear  on  the  enemy  while  on  their  retreat  in  the 
morning. 

At  12  m.  everything  was  in  readiness  and  I  altered  the  former  de- 
termination and  decided  to  attack  the  enemy  in  front,  and  again  moved 
forward  for  that  purpose,  leaving  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New 
York  Volunteers,  two  pieces  of  the  Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  two 
companies  of  Spear's  cavalry  to  hold  the  Deserted  House.  The  enemy 
had  commenced  his  retreat.  We  pursued  with  all  possible  haste  toward 
CarrsviUe.  At  Pecosin  Creek  the  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  as 
•kinniflh6E%  oame  up  with  their  rear  guard,  strongly  posted  on  the 
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opposil  e  bank^  and  a  sharp  skirmish  ensned.  Our  artillery  wap  quickly 
placed  in  position  niid  opeuiHl,  receiving  no  reply.  After  a  i(Bw  niiu* 
ntcH  I  ordered  the  ai*tiller}'  to  cease  fire  and  Colonel  Spear  to  charge 
tiie  enemy  across  the  bridge,  which  he  did  in  his  nsual  gallant  and  fear- 
less manner.  He  continned  on  nearly  2  miles  beyond  Garmville  and 
returned,  reporting  the  enemy  entirely  ont  of  sight. 

I  then  concluded  that  all  attempts  to  get  them  to  engage  were  useless, 
and  therefore  farther  pursuit  unnecessary.  Major  Wheelan,  with  six 
companies  of  Dodge's  New  York  Mounted  Rifles,  reported  at  this  time 
and  was  immediately  assigned  to  duty.  We  returned  toward  SufiTolk, 
halting  at  the  Deserted  House  at  6  p.  m.  to  give  the  men  time  for  rest 
and  f(K>d. 

Details  were  ordered  to  bury  those  of  the  enemy's  dead  who,  in  their 
flight,  were  left  on  the  field,  and  among  whom  was  a  lieutenant,  as  in- 
dicated by  his  uniform. 

We  fired,  according  to  Oaptaln  Follett's  official  report,  1,140  rounds 
of  shot  and  shell,  and  tJie  ground  occupied  by  the  enemy  was  strewn 
with  dead  soldiers,  horses,  broken  rammers,  sponges,  knapsacks,  and 
cartridge-boxes;  and  innumerable  pools  of  blood  on  the  roadside  and  in 
the  wo^is  gave  full  proof  of  the  immense  havoc  our  artUlery  created 
during  the  night  engagement.  I  ascertained,  from  information  received 
on  the  way  to  Oarrsville,  that  25  wagons  were  believed  to  have  been 
impressed  fbr  the  purpose,  and  were  driven  off  filled  with  their  killed 
and  wounded.  I  visited  a  large  fiBom  house  occupied  by  Mrs.  Muihol- 
Ifimd,  which  they  had  used  as  one  of  their  hospitals.  Both  floors  of  the 
building  were  covered  with  blood  and  pieces  of  bone  and  flesh.  My  in- 
formant told  me  that  40  wounded  had  been  there,  among  whom  were  4  offi- 
cers.  A  prisooer  asserts  that  our  first  shell  killed  one  of  their  colonels. 

The  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers,  with  its  accomplished  lieutenant- 
colonel,  I  found  ever  ready  to  obey  all  orders  promptly  and  cheerfully, 
and  did  signal  service.  Of  the  Sixty-ninth  New  York  National  Guards 
and  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York  Volunteers,  as  they  be- 
long to  my  own  command,  I  do  not  desire  to  speak  as  flatteringly  as 
they  deserve.  What  I  have  a  right  to  say  of  Oolonel  S|)ear,  command- 
ing the  cavalry,  would  scarcely  add  to  his  already  high  reputation  as 
one  of  the  most  accomplished  officers  in  the  service,  a  thorough  disciplin- 
arian, and  one  who  does  not  know  what  fear  is.  He  led  every  charge 
in  person,  and  I  found  him,  his  lieutenant-colonel,  majors,  adjutant,  and 
other  officers  and  entire  command  ever  ready  to  perform  every  duty 
assigned  them  with  the  greatest  alacrity.  EUs  perfect  knowledge  of  the 
country  was  of  incalculable  service  to  me. 

Oolonel  Foster  is  also  too  well  known  to  the  m%|or-general  for  me  to 
endeavor  to  elevate  his  military  character  beyond  that  very  high  stand- 
ard he  has  already  earned  and  attained.  I  must,  however,  state  that 
he  fully  maintained  this  character  and  rendered  me  most  efficient  serv- 
ice from  the  time  of  his  arrival. 

Captain  Follett,  as  chief  of  artillery,  acted  with  great  judgment,  and 
himself  and  officers,  as  also  Captain  Davis  and  officers  and  the  men  of 
both  batteries,  cannot  be  spoken  of  too  highly  for  their  coolness  and 
indomitable  courage  daring  such  a  severe  engagement. 

I  was  most  ably  assisted  by  Captain  Blodgett,  my  assistant  adjutant- 
general  ;  Lieutenant  Tracey,  my  aide-de-camp,  and  Lieutenants  Hughes 
and  Winterbotham,detaUod  on  my  staff.  They  carried  my  orders  and 
messages  everywhere  under  the  most  galling  fire,  and  all  are  alike  de- 
serving of  the  highest  praise  and  commendation.  Captain  Blodgett 
was  slightly  wounded  in  the  left  kueo  by  a  piece  of  shelL 

I  also  desire  to  mention  the  excellent  soldierly  qualities  of  Private  James 
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Collin8,  Company  B,  of  Oolonel  Speai's  regiment,  who  was  detailed  to 
me  M  orderly. 

For  specific  acoonnts  of  raeritoriooB  condnet  of  sabordiuate  officers 
who  did  not  come  nnder  my  own  obaervation  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to 
accompanying  reports. 

Dr.  Hand,  the  medical  director  at  this  post,  was  present  and  directed 
the  transportation  of  onr  woonded  and  relieved  and  prevented  mach  saf 
fering.  Dr.  Dwyer,  snrgeon  of  the  Sixty-ninth,  took  charge  of  the  bnild* 
tag  occupied  as  onr  hospital,  and,  with  the  assistance  of  Dr.  Nolan,  sur- 
geon of  Uie  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth,  and  Assistant  Surgeons  Ewen, 
Spencer,  Fawcett  and  others,  rendered  good  service  in  that  department. 

Qnartermaster  Oooke,  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteers,  was  placed  in  command  of  the  transportation  and  gave 
most  perfect  satiOPaction. 

The  number  of  prisoners  taken  by  us  has  not  been  generally  men- 
tioned in  the  official  reports  to  me,  but  I  believe  them  to  be  about  30. 

Onr  total  loss  is  as  follows :  * 
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The  wh<^e  command  arrived  at  headquarters  in  most  excellent  spirits 
at  I  a.  m.  on  the  31st  ultimo,  making  a  march  of  32  miles  in  about 
twenty -four  hours. 

I  cannot  close  without  returning  my  sincere  thanks  to  Miy  •  Oen.  John 
J.  Peck,  commanding  this  post,  for  the  high  honor  he  conrerred  on  me 
in  intrusting  the  command  of  this  important  expedition  to  me  and  leav- 
ing in  his  special  orders  and  dispatches  so  veiy  much  to  my  own  dis- 
cretion. I  endeavored  to  execute  everything  to  the  best  of  my  ability, 
and  hope  that  all  I  have  done  meets  his  approbation. 

I  am,  msgor,  with  high  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

MICHAEL  COBGOBAN, 
Briffodier-Oeneral^  Oofndg.  at  Battle  of  Deserted  Houeej  Va, 

Msi.  B.  B.  FosTBB,  Aseistant  Adjutant-General, 

Order  of  march  of  force  under  command  of  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Oorcoran, 
United  States  Volunteers,  from  signal  station  near  Suffolk,  Ya.,  from  1 
to  3.20  a.  m.  Friday,  January  30, 1803 : 

Six  companies  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Oavahry,  under  command  of 
Col.  Samuel  P.  Spear;  Thirteenth  Begiment  Indiana  Volunteers,  under 
command  of  Lieut.  Col.  0.  J.  Dobbs ;  Battery  D,  Fourth  U.  S.  Artil 
lery,  under  command  of  Oaptain  Follett,  acting  as  chief  of  artillery 
two  sections  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  under  command  of  Cap 
tain  Davis ;  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  Begiment  New  York  Volun 
teers,  nnder  command  of  lieutenant-Colonel  Thorp ;  Ambulance  Corps , 
Sixth  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Colonel 
Follansb^ ;  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Begiment  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  under  command  of  Colonel  Knoderer;  ^ne  hundred  and  fifty- 
flfUi  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  nnder  command  of  Colonel  Mc- 

*  Bat  Me  MTiaed  statement,  p.  135. 
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Evily ;  train  ;  one  section  Seventh  Maasaehnsetts  Battery,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant ;  Sixty-ninth  Begiment  New  York  Kational 

Gnards,  under  command  of  Colonel  Murphy,  and  two  companies  'Elev- 
enth Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Mi^or  Comog. 


No.  3. 

Report  of  OoL  Hamuel  P.  Spear ^  Eleventh  Penneiflwmia  Oavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Vol.  Cavalby, 

Camp  Suffolk^  Va.j  Fe^miary  1, 1803. 

Sib:  Inclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  a  list  of  the 
kOled  and  wounded  in  an  engagement  in  which  my  regiment  was  en- 
gaged for  thirteen  hours,  being  three  hours  and  eleven  minutes  under 
a  most  tremendous  fire  of  shot  and  shell  from  the  enemy's  heavy  guns. 

This  is  the  fifth  heavy  engagement  that  the  regiment  has  taken  an 
active  part  in  since  October  1, 1862,  in  the  vicinity  of  Blackwater. 

The  recent  battle  took  place  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  of  January, 
1863,  at  the  Deserted  House,  9  miles  west  of  Suffolk,  Va.  The  enemy 
consisted  of  16  pieces  of  heavy  artillery,  1,200  cavalry,  and  6  regi- 
ments of  infantry.  Our  force  was  12  pieces  of  artillery,  5  regments 
of  infantry,  and  my  regiment,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry.  The 
cavalry  opened  the  engagement  by  a  charge  on  the  enemy's  pickets, 
and  was  from  that  moment  till  the  end,  as  before  stated,  constantly  in 
the  hottest  of  the  battle.  Lieut.  Col.  George  Stetsel  and  Majs.  Samuel 
Wetherill  and  George  T.  Comog  were  present  with  the  regiment  and 
rendered  prompt  and  valuable  services  during  the  entire  engagement. 
The  non-commissioned  officers  and  men  performed  their  duty  in  excel- 
lent style,  and  during  a  crashing  fire  they  proved  an  ornament  to  the 
service  and  an  honor  to  their  State.  It  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed  list 
that  Capt.  Albert  J.  Ackerly  had  his  horse  killed  by  a  piece  of  a  shell, 
and  ^at  Capt  John  B.  Looinis  and  my  adjutant,  A.  A.  Menzies,  had 
their  horses  instantly  killed  by  a  heavy  shot  My  own  horse  was  seri- 
ously and  perhaps  mortally  wounded  by  a  shot  in  the  breast 

Both  officers  and  men  are  worthy  of  the  highest  commendation  for 
their  coolness,  courage,  and  undaunted  bravery. 

I  most  respectfully  request  that  permission  may  be  granted  to  have 
inscribed  upon  the  regimental  colors  the  words,  ^^ Blackwater"  and  ^'  De- 
serted House." 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  SPfiAB, 
Colonel^  Eleeewih  Pemuyleama  VoUmteer  OoivaHry. 

Hon.  Eli  Slifeb,  Secretary  of  State. 


Na  4. 


Report  of  Ool.  WiUiam  McEvUy,  One  kvmdired  and  fift^j^ffk  Keie  TorJt 

Infantry. 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  January  31, 1863. 
Sib:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  31,  fh>m  general  head- 
quarters, I  herewith  fiimish  for  the  informa^on  of  the  brigadier-general 
commanding  a  detailed  account  of  the  expedition  in  which  the  regiment 
under  my  command  was  engaged  on  the  30th  instant : 


OiuF.  XZZ.)  EKOAOEMEIIT  AT  DESEBTED  HOUSB.  141 


In  aoeoidanoe  with  orders  received  the  regiment  fell  in  at  12  o'clock 
midnight  and  marched  for  the  signal  station  on  the  South  Qoay  road, 
a  short  distance  from  which,  farther  on,  it  came  up  with  the  rear  of  the 
rest  of  the  forces  composing  the  expedition,  under  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Corcoran,  and  proceeded  with  them  to  within  about  half  a  mile 
of  the  place  known  as  the  Deserted  House,  where  the  regiment  was 
drawn  up  in  line  of  battle,  heavy  firing  in  the  front  having  announced 
that  we  had  got  up  with  the  enemy  and  that  an  engagement  had  com- 
menced. In  this  spot  we  remained  within  range  of  the  rebel  artilleryi 
exposed  to  occasional  danger  from  the  discharge  of  shot  and  shelly  the 
men  of  my  command  behaving  with  a  coolness  and  self-possession  sel- 
dom evinced  by  volunteers  under  a  first  fire. 

Here  a  temporary  confusion  was  created  among  the  soldiers  of  my 
command  by  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  and  the 
Sixth  Massachusetts  Begiments  falling  back  in  disorder  upon  them,  but 
from  this  they  soou  recovered  and  remained  steady  in  line  until  6  a.m., 
when  an  order  was  received  to  advance,  which  was  complied  with,  and 
the  regiment  was  again  formed  in  line  of  battle  on  the  other  side  and 
within  half  a  mUe  south  of  the  Deserted  House.  At  this  time  the  com- 
panies were  mustered  to  ascertain  if  any  casualties  had  occurred,  when 
it  was  found  that  there  was  1  man  of  the  One  hundred  and  six^-fourth 
Begiment  (two  companies  of  which  were  attached  to  my  regiment  in 
lieu  of  Companies  D  and  K  on  duty  at  the  time  the  regiment  was  or- 
dered out,  Company  K  being  on  pidcet  duty  and  D  detaUed  to  garrison 
Fort  Halleck)  killed;  2  men  of  Company  B,  of  my  regiment,  wounded, 
and  5  reported  missing. 

F'rom  this  position  we  then  followed  the  enemy,  who  was  retreating, 
some  6  or  6  miles,  when,  in  consequence  of  renewed  firing  in  our  front, 
the  regiment  was  once  more  formed  in  line  of  battle,  soon  after  which, 
the  firing  having  ceased,  i  was  ordered  to  return  with  my  command 
to  the  Deserted  House,  where  I  arrived  about  6  p.  m.  and  remained 
till  9  o^dock,  the  men  i^estiug  and  refreshing  themselves  afrer  the  fatigue 
they  had  undergone.  From  here  I  was  ordered  to  Sufiblk,  for  which 
place  I  marched  with  my  regiment  and  arrived  at  1  a.  m.  on  31st  instant 

I  must  particularly  mention  th  valuable  assistance  rendered  mo 
throughout  the  whole  time  the  engagement  lasted  by  M^jor  Flood, 
whose  services  principally  conduct  to  the  restoration  of  order  and 
confidence  when  the  regiment  had  been  thrown  into  confusion  by  the 
One  hundred  and  sixty-seventh  Pennsylvania  and  Sixth  Massachusetts 
Begiments. 

I  would  also  make  favorable  mention  of  Captain  Byrne  and  the  sol- 
diers under  him,  whose  anxiety  to  get  into  action  was  such  that  it  was 
with  ditlicnlty  they  were  restrained  from  charging  on  the  rebel  batteries. 
I  should  do  an  injustice  to  the  gallant  men  composing  the  two  companies 
of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Begiment  attached  to  the  One 
hundred  and  flf^-fifth  if  I  omitted  to  mention  the  brave  and  steady 
manner  in  which  they  behaved. 

From  the  bearing  of  all  the  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  affair 
and  the  coolness  and  intrepidity  displayed  by  them  during  the  time  it 
lasted,  I  feel  confident  that  they  possess  all  those  qualities  necessary  to 
make  good  and  efficient  soldiers,  and  of  their  willingness  to  display  the 
same  whenever  occasion  offers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  MoBVILY, 
OoLy  Comdg.  One  hundred  and  fifty  Jifth  Regt,  New  York  Vbli. 

Oapt  J.  J.  Blodobtt,  A.  A.  G. 
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No.  5. 

Bij^t  of  Brig.  Oen.  Roger  A.  Pryarj  0.  8.  Arwi§. 

Headquarters  Forces  on  the  Blackwateb, 

JPe&mary  4, 1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
fight  at  Kelly's  Stove  on  the  dOth  ultimo : 

With  the  design  of  subsisting  my  command  as  largely  as  possible 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  on  the  25th  ultimo  I  crossed  the  Blackwater 
on  a  foraging  expedition.    The  detachment  consisted  of  the  regiments 
of  Cols.  [Robert  C.l  Trigg,  [J.  J.  I  McMahon,  and  [Thomas]  Poage ;  150 
men  of  Col.  [W.  C.J  Claitome's  [Seventh  ConfederatelCavalry ;  {Capt. 
•T.  C]  Coit's,  and  a  section,  respectively,  of  [Capt  S.  T.\  Wright's  and 
Capt.  Louis  H.]  Webb^s  batteries.     Subsequently  I  directed  Maj. 
S.  P.]  McConnell  to  join  me  with  a  paxt  of  [H.  A.J  Edmundson's  bat- 
talion and  a  section  of  S.  Taylor  Martin's  battery.    The  entire  force 
did  not  exceed  1,800  of  all  arms. 

The  evening  of  the  25th  I  bivouacked  at  Somerton.  Informed  of  the 
presence  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  at  Gatesville,  some  12  miles  distant,  I 
dispatched  Lieut.  Col.  [V.  H.]  Taliaferro  that  night  with  100  mounted 
men  to  beat  up  thehr  quarters;  but  they  were  appraised  of  his  ap- 
proach, and  despite  the  celerity  of  his  march  they  continued  to  escape 
by  a  circuitous  route  to  Suffolk. 

The  26th  I  moved  from  Somerton  to  Holland's  Store,  where  I  was 
detained  three  days  by  inclement  weather. 

On  the  29th  I  resumed  my  march,  and  that  evening  about  5  o'clock  1 
reached  Kelly's  Store,  on  the  direct  road  from  Franklin  to  Suffolk,  dis- 
tant from  the  former  12  miles,  from  the  latter  scarcely  9.  Apprehend- 
ing a  probable  attack,  I  disposed  my  force  in  such  manner  as  to  be  pre- 
pared for  any  contingency.  I  preferred  to  approach  Kelly's  by  the  road 
from  Kinsale  Swamp,  because  it  conducted  toward  the  enemy  by  a  direct 
instead  of  an  oblique  march,  and  because,  being  covered  on  either  side  by 
an  extensive  and  iu)i)euetrable |H>|^)to«ia,  it  protected  me  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  a  flank  attack,  except  through  certain  obscure  pathways,  which 
a  small  force  would  bufDce  to  block  up.  At  Kelly's  the  road  divides — 
one  fork  leading  directly  to  Suffolk,  the  other  turning  almost  perpendic- 
ularly to  the  left  and  sweeping  around  by  Ely's  and  Providence  Church. 
A  hundred  or  two  paces  from  the  store  both  roads  are  intersected  by  a 
swamp,  but  it  opi>08es  scarcely  any  obstruction  to  the  passage  of  troops. 
The  store  stands  in  an  open  field  of  considerable  extent.,  inclo^  on  either 
side  by  a  thick  pine  giowth  reaching  to  both  roads  at  the  point  where 
they  traverse  the  swamp.  The  wood  in  rear  of  the  field,  about  1  mile 
from  the  swamp,  1  occupied  with  the  regiments  of  McMahon  and  Poage, 
deployed  on  both  sides  of  the  road.  One  battalion  of  Trigg's  regiment 
was  in  the  pines  on  the  left,  a  little  in  advance  of  Poage^s,  the  other  on 
the  right,  a  little  in  advance  of  McMahon.  The  batteries  I  destined  to 
sweep  the  field  in  case  the  enemy  should  cross  the  swamp.  A  section 
of  Gpounders  1  advanced  to  within  300  yards  of  the  store,  one  gun  being 
on  either  side  of  the  road.  Some  400  yai'ds  to  the  rear  and  on  either  side 
of  the  road  I  placed  a  rifled  piece  and  howitzer.  This  was  Coit's  battery. 
Wright's  section,  consisting  of  a  rifled  gun  and  howitzer,  was  in  position 
on  the  left  of  the  road  and  in  line  with  Coit's  i^earmost  pieces  Edmund- 
son's  battalion,  with  a  section  of  Martin's  and  a  section  of  Webb's  bat- 
teries, were  held  in  reserve  some  three-quarters  of  a  mile  in  rear  of  the 
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main  body,  and  were  so  poeted  as  to  obsenre  the  two  by-paths  which  there 
interseet  the  Kelly  road,  the  one  commanicating  with  the  railway  and 
the  other  with  the  Carrsville  road  on  the  left  The  cavalry  were  em- 
ployed in  ontpoet  duty,  a  strong  picket  being  stationed  on  both  roads 
some  distanoe  beyond  the  swamp.  A  company  of  infantry  was  also 
placed  on  each  road  immediately  at  the  swamp.  Hardly  were  these  dis- 
positions completed  when  the  vedettes  in  advance  of  tlie  cavalrv  outposts 
enconntered  and  drove  back  a  small  scenting  party  from  Suffolk.  An- 
ticipating an  attack  during  the  night  by  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  I  pre- 
parod  an  ambnscade  by  posting  100  sharpshooters  on  the  direct  road  a 
mile  b^ond  the  swamp.  As  was  expected,  about  3  o'clock  the  enemy's 
cavalry  approached  the  men  in  ambush  and  received  a  volley  which 
emptied  many  a  saddle  and  threw  the  column  into  confusion.  They 
ralhed,  however,  and  were  sainted  with  another  destructive  fire.  The 
infamt]^  behind  then  engaged  my  skirmishers,  who,  being  overpowered 
by  numbers,  were  oblig^  to  recross  the  swamp.  Here  they  were  again 
placed  in  ambush,  and  again  they  poured  a  deadly  volley  into  the  enemy's 
cavalry  at  a  distance  of  10  paces.  Meanwhile  the  enemy's  whole  force 
pressed  on  across  the  swamp. 

At  this  moment  1  reached  the  spot  and  immediately  directed  Oaptain 
Goit  to  open  witii  his  advance  section.  He  was  anticipated  by  the  enemy, 
who  had  already  gotten  a  couple  of  mountain  howitzers  in  position .  The 
ground  being  favorable  to  the  action  of  the  enemy's  cavalry,  I  appre- 
hended some  peril  to  the  pieces  in  advance,  and  acconlingly  after  a  few 
rounds  I  retired  them  on  a  line  with  the  other  sections.  All  my  artillery, 
except  the  reserve  under  Captain  Martin,  was  now  engaged.  The  enemy, 
too,  had  brought  up  his  batteries,  and  there  ensued  and  was  maintainea 
for  two  hours  as  furious  a  cannonade  as  I  have  ever  witnessed.  It  was 
DOW  4  o^dock  precisely;  by  6  o^dock  the  enemy's  advance  was  decisively 
checked  and  all  his  guns  silenced,  except  a  single  piece  which  discharged 
an  occasional  shot  with  feeble  effect. 

At  this  moment  word  was  brought  me  tVom  various  sources  that  the 
cars  were  running  aud  were  accumulating  troops  in  rear  of  my  right  fiauk. 
This  information  obliged  me  to  move  my  main  force  to  the  point  occu- 
pied by  the  reserve  in  order  to  prevent  the  enemy  debouching  on  my  flunk 
and  rear.  Accordingly  1  directed  the  infantry  to  retire  by  successive  bat 
talious  and  the  iirtillcry  by  alternate  sections.  The  movement  was  exe- 
cuted with  perfect  deliberation  and  without  the  least  aniioyauce.  The 
reserve, now  become  the  advance,  was  ra-enforeed  aud  arranged  in  u  skirt 
of  woods  behind  the  field,  about  400  paces  in  width,  which  the  enemy  in 
his  approach  would  be  obliged  to  traverse.  iSkirmishers  were  thrown  for- 
ward to  the  right  and  left.  The  artilleiy  was  disposeil  on  the  edge  of  u 
field  in  such  order  as  to  rake  the  road  and  sweep  every  foot  of  the  field. 
The  position  was  (<ufficiently  strong,  and  we  awaited  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  if  he  should  prove  in  a  mood  to  renew  the  fight.  After  the  Inpse 
of  ncai'ly  an  hour  their  cavalry  appeared  in  the  woods  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  field.  A  single  discharge  of  spherical  case  sent  them  Hcumper- 
iug  away.  Next  thej'  brought  up  a  howitzer,  but  after  three  rounds  that 
ahK>  was  disabled  and  withdrawn.  Their  infantry  then  issued  from  the 
woods  acix)ss  the  field  with  the  evident  design  of  charging  our  batteries, 
but  being  confronted  by  our  skirmishers  and  assailed  by  srorm  of  ciase 
aud  canister  they  broke  and  ran  in  the  utmost  confusion,  nor  did  they 
rally  again.  My  line  of  skirmish  el's  was  advanced  and  scoutjs  were  sent 
forward  to  ascertain  the  enemy's  presence,  but  they  were  not  to  be 
found.  They  were  beaten  and  had  fled  toward  Suttblk.  Despite  our 
uiferior  force  and  deficiency  in  cavalry  I  resolved  on  pursuit,  and  had 
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iaaued  orders  aoGordingly,  when  I  reodyed  tilie  embanraflfiiii^  iiifiiniis> 
tion  that  the  artillery  amnmnition  was  exhausted.  In  this  oireom- 
stanoe  no  alternative  was  left  me  bnt  to  letam  toward  oar  base  of 
supply.  After  remaining  on  the  field  from  8  nntil  1  o'clock  (five  hours) 
without  seeing  or  hearing  of  the  enemy  we  retired  leisurely,  marching 
3  miles  in  so  many  hours,  and  exempt  from  all  interruption  until  we 
reivched  Kinsale  Swamp,  when  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempted  a  dash 
on  our  rear  guard.  He  was  promptly  repulsed  and  severely  chastised. 
We  proceeded  to  Garrsville  and  bivouacked  6  miles  from  the  field  of 
battle. 

The  fortunate  issue  of  this  engagement,  maintained  against  such  su- 
perior force  (the  enemy's  force  being  fully  8,000),  I  attribute  to  the 
favor  of  Providence  and  the  superb  valor  of  the  troops  of  my  conunand. 
For  four  hours  the  infantry  lay  under  a  terrific  storm  of  shell,  case,  and 
canister,  and  yet  hardly  a  man  abandoned  his  place  in  the  ranks.  But 
the  chief  glory  of  the  fight  must  be  accorded  to  the  artiUeiy.  To  the 
rapidity  and  effect  of  their  fire,  the  firmness  with  which  they  held  their 
position  and  maintained  the  fight  against  more  numerous  and  heavier 
batteries  and  under  the  menace  of  a  charge  by  cavalry  and  infantry, 
is  due  the  decisive  repulse  sustained  by  the  enemy. 

When  all  discharged  their  duty  so  admirably  it  is  difficult  to  distin- 
guish particular  merit  in  individuals;  but  I  could  not  acquit  myself  of 
injustice  if  I  omitted  to  recall  the  services  of  Captains  Goit,  Martin,  and 
Wright.  By  their  gallantry  aud  judicious  conduct  these  officers  im- 
parted the  noblest  spirit  and  the  gi'eatest  efficiency  to  their  respective 
commauds  and  contributed  chiefly  to  the  successftil  event  of  the  day. 

The  casualties  in  the  command  were  few,  but  among  them  I  have  to 
lament  the  death  of  Colonel  Poage,  of  the  Fiftieth,  and  Capt.  [Thomas 
P.]  Dobyns  and  Lieut  [John  S.]  Lacy,  of  the  Fifty-fourth  Virgmia  Vol- 
unteers, all  courageous  and  capable  officers.  Persons  with  the  best 
opportunities  of  information  report  the  enemy's  loss  to  exceed  300  in 
killed  and  wounded.  My  own  dead  and  wounded  were  brought  from 
the  field,  except  the  few  who  fell  in  the  figbt  across  the  swamp  and  who 
were  lost  in  the  thickness  of  the  woods  aud  the  darkness  of  the  night. 

In  conclusion  I  have  to  commend  the  couduct  of  my  stafi':  Of  Capt. 
[  W.  Q.]  Whitner,  assistant  adjutaut-geueral,  whose  zeal,  gallautry,  and 
intelligeuce  are  worthy  of  all  praise;  of  my  aide,  Lieut.  |C.]  McCann, 
who  exhibited  his  usual  activity  aud  reckless  audacity  of  courage,  and 
of  Messrs.  McMullen  and  Barnes,  whp  were  equally  fearless  and  ener- 
getic, in  comiQuuicating  ruy  orders  and  directing  their  execution. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully ,  >onr  obedient  servant, 

KOGEli  A.  PRYOR, 
Brigadier' General^  Comtnanding. 

Oapt.  Geobge  G.  Gabbison, 

AMsistant  Adjutant- General. 

llBdonement.] 

Hbadquabtebs  Depabtmekt  of  Nobth  Cabolika, 

Ooldshoroughy  N.  C,  February  10, 1863. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  report  of  General  E.  A.  Pryor,  in- 
closing with  it  the  list  of  killed  and  wounded.  It  is  with  pleasure  1  call 
the  attention  of  the  War  Department  to  the  successful  defense  of  the 
lines  of  the  Blackwater.  Although  I  have  never  been  able  to  place  an 
adequate  force  on  the  line,  yet  by  defensive  works  and  constant  vigi- 
lance it  has  been  held  since  July  last  against  a  force  often  five  or  six 
times  our  numb^s.    Three  times  in  heavy  columns  they  have  tried  to 
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force  a  passage  and  have  in  each  instance  been  repnlsed,  and  oar  forces 
have  constantly  traversed  the  ooonties  on  the  left  bank  and  drawn  there- 
from most  of  their  own  sopplies.  OoL  0.  Leventhorpe,  the  former  com- 
mander of  the  lines,  and  Gtoeral  Pryor  both  deserve  commendation 
for  their  snccessfhl  aefense  of  that  frontier  with  their  small  commands. 

S.  G.  FBENOH, 
Majar-QenercUy  Comnumding. 

[Addonda.] 

&ten»  of  CtmuMiet  in  ike  Brigade  eamwumded  hjf  Brig,  Gen,  Soger  J,  Prgor,  U^engagemmi 

at  KeUy'e  Storey  Fa. 

[OcanpUed  fton  nominAl  lirts  on  llle.] 


KilM. 


60fb  Vlrgi]il»Beglnieiit,OdLTIuniiM  POftge.. 
63d  Vixxinla  RecinMDt,  CoL  J.  J.  Holfalion  . 
Mtb  Virginia  SeiElinflmt,  CoL  Bobert  C  Trigg. 

Colt's  battery,  Capt  J.  0.  Coit 

Wrf  ght'o  b^6»r7,  Capt  8.  T.  Wright 

Martin*^  batterj,  Capt  8.  T.  Harttn 


Ocand  total. 
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1 

4 
2 
1 


1 

1 

1 
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7 

10 
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6 

t 
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8 
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8 
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FBBBUABT  1-10, 1863.~: 


ion  from  Hew  Berne  to  Plymouth,  V.  0. 


Report  of  OoL  Franoi$  L.  Lee^  Forty-fourth  MoMoehuaetts  Infantry, 

Hdqbs.  44th  Regiment  Mass.  Vol.  Militia, 
Camp  Stevensony  New  Beme^  February  14, 1803. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  order  of 
January  31,  1863,  I  embarked  my  command  on  steamer  Northerner 
and  arrived  at  Pljrmonth,  N.  0.,  at  4  p.  m.  on  February  2. 

Upon  landing  I  consulted  with  M^or  Bartholomew,  Twenty-seventh 
Massachusetts  Begiment,  commander  of  the  post,  in  regard  to  closing 
the  lines;  but  learning  from  him  that  information  of  our  arrival  and 
probable  force  had  undoubtedly  been  sent  forward  to  the  enemy  even 
before  our  arrival,  I  deemed  it  unwise  to  interfere  with  existing  ar- 
rangements in  regard  to  passing  the  lines. 

laming  that  Commodore  Flnsser  was  absent,  I  proceeded  in  com- 
pany with  M[cyor  Bartholomew  to  inspect  the  location  of  his  pickets 
and  his  preparations  for  defense,  and  found  the  pickets  well  placed,  his 
precautions  against  surprise  sufficient,  and  every  advantage  taken  of 
the  natural  d^Buses  of  the  town,  the  m^jor  having  almost  completed 
a  ditch  connecting  the  two  swamps  lying  south  of  the  town.  Inside  of 
this  ditch,  which  is  about  6  feet  in  depth  and  about  15  feet  wide,  the 
eartii  is  thrown  up  sufficiently  high  to  afibrd  shelter  for  sharpshootei-s. 
Miyor  Bartholomew  proposes  to  erect  a  small  block-house  where  the 
Long  Acre  road  crosses  this  ditch,  and  also  one  upon  the  Jamesville 
road  at  the  crossing  of  the  ditch.  My  carpenters  built  draw-bridges  for 
each  of  these  roads,  and  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  two  field 
aowitsers  would  render  the  defense  of  these  roads  easy  against  any  force 
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likely  to  be  brought  against  them,  and  that  they  are  most  earnestly  de- 
sired by  Major  Bartholomew.  I  woald  also  recommend  a  fiirther  supply 
of  axes  and  shovels,  as  the  want  of  these  tools  prevents  M^jor  Barthol- 
omew from  availing  himself  ftilly  of  the  services  of  the  contrabands  in 
his  command. 

Upon  the  Long  Acre  road  the  picket  is  stationed  at  the  ditch,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  custom  house,  with  an  outer  picket  of 
5  men  half  a  mile  in  advance  at  the  junction  m  the  road  with  the  Lee's 
Mill  road.  At  this  point  there  is  a  blockade  of  trees  fiftUen  across  the 
road. 

Upon  the  Columbia  road  the  picket  is  established  just  west  of  thk 
bridge,  crossing  Goneby  Creek,  about  two  miles  from  the  custom  house. 
This  bridge  is  taken  up  each  night  and  affords  an  easy  and  sure  de- 
fense, as  Uie  creek  is  very  deep. 

Upon  the  Jamesville  road  the  picket  is  at  the  ditch,  about  1  mile  from 
the  customhouse,  and  a  cavalry  vedette  is  stationed  about  half  a  mile 
in  advance. 

Upon  inquiring  as  to  the  probable  force  and  location  of  the  enemy, 
I  learned  fh)m  Miyor  Bartholomew  that  he,  in  company  with  Commo- 
dore Flnsser,  had,  on  January  30,  made  a  reconnaissance  as  far  ao 
Jamesville  on  the  gunboat  Commodore  Perry,  shelling  the  woods  at 
various  points  but  £)ding  no  signs  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  It  was 
the  opinion  of  Mtgor  Bartholomew  that  the  position  and  strength  of  the 
enemy  was  as  follows:  Two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth  T^orth  Caro- 
lina Regiment  at  Bainbow  Bluff  with  two  field  pieces;  the  remainder 
of  that  regiment,  with  four  field  pieces,  in  the  vicinity  of  the  bluff,  any- 
where between  Hamilton  and  Williamston :  four  companies  of  infantry 
some  7  miles  northwest  of  Washington,  ana  the  remainder  of  their  regi- 
ment at  or  near  Greenville;  three  companies  of  cavalry  scouting  any- 
where between  the  Tar  and  Boanoke  Rivers. 

A  cavalry  scout  to  Ward's  Bridge,  some  4  miles  fh>m  town,  ffiiled  to 
discover  any  signs  of  rebel  scouts,  though  they  learned  that  parties  of 
two  or  three  cavalrymen  had  been  seen  in  that  vicinity  within  a  week. 

Commodore  Flusser  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the  2d  of  February, 
and  after  consultation  I  arranged  to  go  with  my  regiment  on  his  three 
gunboats  to  Williamston,  starting  the  next  morning  at  7  o^clook  and 
landing  at  Williamston  or  Jamesville  as  might  be  bought  best — the 
landing  party  to  be  supported  by  three  boat  howitzers  and  their  crews, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Fumess,  of  the  Valley  City.  On  the  fol- 
lowing morning  a  drifting  snow-storm  rendered  any  advance  by  land 
or  water  impossible;  the  impassable  state  of  the  roads  also  prevented 
an  expedition  to  Windsor  to  confiscate  bacon  packed  for  rebel  use. 

On  Friday,  Febi-uary  6,  finding  that  no  coal  could  be  furnished  to  our 
transport  by  the  Navy  and  that  my  pioneers  were  unable  to  supply  the 
requisite  quantity  of  wood,  I  was  obliged  to  send  out  some  3  miles  to 
buy  and  draw  some  dry  wood  belonging  to  Mr.  Harrison,  a  loyal  man 
living  on  the  Long  Acre  road.  Before  starting  the  wagons  M%|or  Bar- 
tholomew told  me  that  he  had  good  reason  to  believe  that  many  of  the 
inhabitants  upon  that  road  had  abused  their  protection  papers  by  smug- 
gling oat  salt  in  larger  quantities  than  they  needed  for  home  consump- 
tion; that  they  had  packed  large  stores  of  bacon  intended  for  the  use 
of  the  rebel  troops;  that  he  thought  an  examination  and  confiscation  of 
a  portion  of  their  bacon,  if  found  in  such  large  quantities,  would  be  de- 
sirable. I  therefore  took  four  of  my  companies  and  went  some  13  miles 
out.  taking  on  the  way  the  horses,  mules,  and  carts  to  transport  the 
pork  if  found.  I  examined  the  farms  of  the  persons  suspected,  and 
finding  from  two  to  three  tons  of  bacon  took  fh>m  lour  of  tliem  3,385 
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poands,  leaving  mnob,  for  want  of  transportation,  which  I  think  rould 
properly  have  been  bronght  away.  This  bacon,  with  22  horscfa  and 
mnles  and  16  carts,  I  handed  over  to  M^or  Bartholomew,  leaving  it  to 
his  judgment  to  return  any  of  the  horses  and  carts  to  persons  in  whose 
loyalty  he  had  confidence,  and  directing  him  to  see  that  quartermaster's 
receipts  for  the  property  taken  should  be  given  to  the  parties,  in  ordei 
that  if  they  could  rebut  the  testimony  with  regard  to  their  sympathy 
and  aid  for  the  rebel  cause  they  might  receive  payment  from  the  Gov- 
ernment. 

On  Sunday  morning,  being  informed  by  the  captain  of  our  transport 
that  unless  we  started  then  he  would  be  obliged  to  lay  at  Plymouth  until 
coal  was  found  him,  and  my  rations  not  being  sufficient  for  over  two  days 
longer,  I  left  Plymouth  that  afternoon,  and  after  anchoring  at  Boanoke 
for  ooaL  arrived  here  on  the  evening  of  Tuesday,  February  10. 
X  ours,  with  respect, 

FRANCIS  L.  LBB, 
Colanelj  Camdg.  Forty-fourth  BegU  M(U8,  Vol  MUiUa, 

Capt  Anbbew  Stewart, 

Assistant  AdJutant-OeneroL 

P.  & — Inclosed  please  tind  instructions  received  lh>m  headquarters 
mlative  to  the  movement  above  stated. 

[ladorMiiifliit.) 

Headquarters  EionTKENTn  Army  Corps, 

New  Berne,  N.  0.,  February  15, 1803. 

Approved  and  respectfully  forwarded. 

H.  W.  WBS8BLLS, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Volunteers,  Comma/nding. 

tinelMorew) 

Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  18th  A.  C, 

New  Berne,  January  31, 1863. 
Ool.  Fbakois  L.  Lee, 

Comdg.  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia : 

CoLOHEL :  You  will  embark  your  command  to-morrow  morning  at 
7  c^dook  on  the  steamer  Northerner  and  proceed  directly  to  Plymouth. 
N.C. 

The  Massasoit  will  be  at  the  wharf  at  the  foot  of  Middle  street  fot 
the  purpose  of  transferring  your  regiment  to  the  Northerner. 

UiMin  your  arrival  at  that  place  you  will  assume  command  of  the 
post,  and  immediately  after  consultation  with  Captain  Flasser,  IT.  S. 
Na\'y,  and  Miyor  Bartholomew,  Twenty -seventh  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers^ take  the  necessary  steps  to  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets. 

It  IS  reported  here  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  (about  1,000)  at  James- 
ville.  Should  you  find  this  reiMirt  corroborated  by  the  information  yon 
may  receive  at  Plymouth,  you  will  advance  on  that  place  and  whip  the 
enemy:  and  If  upon  consnltation  with  the  above  officers  it  should  be 
deemed  advisable  you  are  authorized  to  advance  as  fsix  as  Williamston. 

It  is  necessary  that  the  advance  should  be  made  very  shortly  after 
your  arrival,  so  that  the  enemy  may  not  receive  information  of  your 
arrival  at  the  place,  and  you  are  therefore  advised  to  close  the  lines. 

Captain  Flusser,  IJ.  S.  Navy,  will  furnish  you  with  some  boat  howit- 
zers and  crews,  and  he,  as  \(ell  as  Major  Bartholomew,  are  strongly  rec- 
ommended to  you  from  their  long  experience  at  the  post. 
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Much  of  course  miiBt  be  left  to  your  own  discretioiif  and  the  greatest 
confidence  is  placed  in  your  Judgment  and  abilities.  The  general's  de- 
sire is  to  drive  the  enemy  back  and  prevent  their  annoying  our  forces 
at  Plymouth. 

Yours,  very  respectfiilly, 

SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN, 
A$9i9ta$it  Adjutamt'OeieraL 


FBBBUABT  8, 1863.-*Destraetion  of  Bait-Works  at  Wale's  Head.  Ovrritiiek 

Beaoh,  K.  C. 

Report  ofOapt  Francis  B.  Porter y  Uighth  MMsachtuettg  If^antry. 

Heabquabtbbs, 
Boanoke  Island^  February  5, 1863. 

OAPTAm :  Pursuant  to  information  received  from  you  in  your  com- 
munication of  December  29, 1862.  of  there  being  salt- works  in  operation 
on  Ourrituck  Beach,  I  on  uie  2d  instant  went  with  a  force  of  90  men 
on  the  United  States  steamer  Halifax  and  succeeded  in  destroying  the 
same,  together  with  about  100  bushels  of  salt,  without  opposition.  These 
same  works  are  located  at  a  place  called  Wale's  Head  and  have  before 
been  destroyed  by  our  forces,  but  were  rebuilt  and  in  full  oi>eration  and, 
I  should  say,  were  manufacturing  salt  at  the  rate  of  about  50  bushels 
per  day.    My  expedition  was  a  perfect  success. 

Trusting  my  actions  may  meet  your  approbation,  I  am,  captain,  re- 
spectfully, your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  PORTER, 
Captain^  Commanding  Poet. 

Oapt.  John  F.  Aiidebson, 

Acting  Aeeietant  Adjutant-Oenerdly  New  Beme^  N.  0. 


FEBBUABY  5, 1863.— Skixmiflh  near  Olive  Branch  Ghuroh,  Va. 

Report  ofMaj.  Ohristopher  Kleins,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Gamp  Maobudeb, 
Near  WilUamsburgy  February  5, 1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instruc- 
tions I  proceeded  this  morning  in  command  of  the  second  and  third 
squadrons,  numbering  in  all  156  men,  to  make  a  reconnaissance  of  the 
country  as  far  as  Twelve  Mile  Ordinary.  Arriving  at  Fort  Magmder  I 
wivs  joined  by  26  men,  under  Lieutenant  Williamson,  and  from  thenco 
to  William  and  Mary  College;  here  I  detached  the  third  squadron,  under 
Captain  Stetson,  with  orders  to  take  the  Jamestown  road  and  scout  that 
l)ortion  of  the  country  around  by  Green  Spring  fhrm;  to  come  in  by 
Centreville,  and  send  me  word  as  to  his  arrival  down  to  the  junction  of 
the  Centreville  and  Richmond  roads,  where  I,  with  the  remaining  part 
of  my  force,  was  waiting. 

During  the  interval  1  sent  Lieutenant  Williamson  on  with  his  com- 
mand toward  York  River,  some  5  miles,  who  on  returning  reported  no 
sign  of  an  enemy.    On  receiving  word  of  Captain  Stetson's  arrival  at 
Centreville  I  marched  to  Six  Mile  Ordinary,  where  I  was  joined  by  Cap 
tain  Stetson,  who  reported  no  traces  of  the  enemy  in  the  direction  firom 
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whicb  he  came.  With  my  whole  force  I  now  proceeded  np  the  Eich- 
mond  voad  to  l^lrs.  Pickett's  gate,  where  the  advance  guard  came  on  the 
enemy's  pickets,  which  they  gallantly  drove  in,  capturing  1  prisoner 
(and  [who]  in  their  hasty  retreat  left  part  of  their  arms,  blankets,  and  a 
Virginia  dinner  at  Olive  Branch  Church,  where  their  reserve  of  8  men 
was  posted),  and  pursued  them  2  miles  oeyond  Twelve  Mile  Ordinary. 
In  accordance  with  instructions  I  halted  my  main  force  at  the  Ordi- 
nary, and  finding  no  force  near,  and  from  information  received  believ- 
ing none  to  be  nearer  than  Diascund  Bridge,  I  returned  with  my  com- 
mand and  prisoners  to  camp. 

I  am,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  KLEINZ, 

Major. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  LBwra,  (Umdg.  lyth  Pa.  Oa/v. 


FEBRUABY  6-fll,  1863.— Transfer  of  Vinth  Army  Corps  from  the  Axmy  of 

the  Potomae  to  Newport  Hews,  Va. 

Itinerary  of  the  Ninth  Army  Carpa^  Maj.  Oen,  WilUam  F,  Smithy  27.  S. 

Armyj  cammandingj  February  G-28.* 

Ftbmary  6. — ^In  accordance  with  orders  from  corps  headquarters  the 
Third  Division  struck  tents  on  the  Rappahannock  Biver,  Hear  Falmouth, 
and  proceeded  by  cars  to  Aquia  Creek  and  thence  by  transports  to  Fort 
Monroe,  where  it  arrived  on  the  10th ;  thence  it  proceeded  to  Newport 
News. 

F^^ruary  9. — ^The  Second  Division  struck  tents  near  Falmouth :  took 
cars  for  Aquia  Greek,  and  transports  from  thence  to  Newport  News, 
where  it  arrived  on  the  11th.  The  aitillery  of  this  division,  having  been 
landed  at  Hampton  on  the  15th,  joined  at  Newx>ort  News  on  the  21st. 

February  10. — ^The  First  Division  left  camp  on  the  Bappahannock  and 
proceeded  by  cars  and  transports  to  Newport  News. 


FEBEUABY  7, 1863.— Skirmiih  at  OUve  Branch  Church.  Va. 

RSFORXS. 

No.  1.— Moj.  Gfin.  Rnwrnun  D.  Keyea,  U.  8.  Army, commaoding  Foarth  Army  Corps. 

No.  2.  — MaJ.  Chmtopher  Kleioz,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

No. : J.— Brig.  Gon.  Henry  A.  Wise,  C.  8.  Amiy. 

No.  4,— Col.  William  B.  Tabb,  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry. 

No.  1. 

ReporU  of  Maj.  Oen.  Eraemua  D,  Keyes^  V.  8,  Army^  commanding  Fourth 

Army  Corps. 

Hbadquartebs  Fourth  Corps, 

Yorktotcn,  February  8,  18C3. 

Geneuai..  :  A  squadron  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  whicb 
left  uu  a  reconnaissance  yeatei  lay  aftexuoon,  eucouutcred  a  force  ol 

^From  CorDs  Retnm  for  Febmary,  1863. 
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rebel  cavalry  and  infantry  at  Burnt  Ordinary,  about  25  miles  above 
here.  After  a  sliort  conflict  onr  squadron  retired,  having  loat  several 
officers  and  men.    I  will  report  in  detail  as  soon  as  I  learn  the  foots. 

B.  D.  KEYES, 

If^for-GMaml. 
H%j.  Qen.  John  A.  Dix«  Fort  Monroe. 


YoBKTOWN,  FelMruarjf  9, 1883. 

The  report  of  particulars  has  not  come  in.  I  would  rather  delay  a 
little  Uian  report  an  exaggerated  loss  before  the  stragglers  return. 
Rumor  now  places  it  about  23.  The  officer  in  command  exceeded  his 
instructions  by  going  to  Burnt  Ordinary  when  he  was  directed  to  go 
only  to  Six  Mile  Ord^ary.  I  am  going  up  to  examine  in  person  before 
I  give  the  facts. 

E.  D.  EETES, 

Mfi^'OmeraL 
M%ior-Gtoneral  Dix. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Foubth  Gobps, 

TorkUmmj  February  10, 1863. 

Lieut.  Oeorc^e  Smith  and  5  privates  reported  missing  in  the  recon- 
naissance of  the  7th  instant  have  come  in«  Lieutenant  Williamson  was 
killed  and  Captain  Hagemeister  and  Lieutenants  BeinmuUer  and  Little 
were  taken  prisoners.    Five  rebel  deserters  have  just  come  in. 

Ijee's  bri^^e  of  cavalry  is  reported,  on  pretty  good  authority,  to  be 
in  King  William  County^  opposite  the  White  House. 

E.  D.  EETESy 

Mqior-ChierdL 
Miyor-Oeneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe* 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Maj.  Christopher  KlekiZj  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavairy. 

Gamp  op  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

Near  WiUiamsburg^  February  8, 1803. 

Colonel  :  1  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report :  That  dur- 
ing your  absence  yesterday  from  the  regiment — the  command  having 
been  turned  over  to  me  by  you  before  leaving — three  deserters  from 
enemy  came  into  our  lines  and  delivered  themselves  to  our  pickets. 
They  stated  that  several  more  were  outside  who  desirod  to  come  in,  but 
in  consequence  of  the  enemy  having  sent  out  patrols  for  the  purpose  of 
discovering  and  arresting  them  they  were  afraid  to  venture. 

Shortly  afterward  two  other  deserters  came  in  and  delivered  them- 
selves up,  and  who  corroborated  the  statement  of  tiie  others,  saying 
fnrtbermore  that  16  of  their  men  likewise  disposed  ^ere  at  Walker's 
Mill,  3  miles  beyond  and  to  the  right  of  our  pickete,  on  the  Richmond 
road ;  thUo  that  they  had  heard  of  20  of  their  own  men  patroling  in 
front  of  oui  lines  and  in  the  immediate  neighborhood  in  search  of  de- 
Bcrtersy  and  of  whom  the  men  at  Walk^s  mil  were  in  fear. 
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I  deemed  it  necessary  to  send  oat  a  scont  to  ascertain  if  there  was 
any  truth  in  these  statements.  Accordingly  a  squadron,  composed  of 
Companies  L  and  M^  numbering  84  men,  and  commanded  by  Captain 
Faithy  was  sent  out  with  instructions  to  take  the  road  leading  to  Walker's 
Mill  to  the  right  at  the  Richmond  road  picket  post,  and  from  Walker's 
Mill  to  proceed  to  Six  Mile  Ordinary,  and  then  return  to  camp  via  the 
Bichmond  road;  in  the  event  of  meeting  with  the  enemy's  patool,  as 
previously  mentioned,  to  capture  them  if  possible. 

I  have  been  informed  that  Captain  Faith  proceeded  as  fiu  as  Six 
Mile  Ordinary  without  discovering  any  trace  of  ttte  enemy.  He  then 
ordered  his  advance  guard  to  proceed  300  or  400  yards  beyond,  on  the 
Richmond  road,  and  halt.  This  the  advance  guard  proceeded  to  do, 
when  they  discovered  a  small  patrol  in  their  front.  The  lieutenant 
commanding  advance  guard  sent  back  to  Captain  Faith  for  orders. 
Captain  Faith,  in  violation  of  orders  received  from  me.  ordered  the 
lieutenant  to  charge  and  capture  them  if  possible,  and  tnat  he  would 
support  him. 

The  enemy  fled  on  the  approach  of  our  men,  and  after  being  pursued 
for  2  miles  they  took  a  road  leading  to  the  right,  our  advance  guard  in  hot 
pursuit.  At  tiiis  point  Captain  Faith  threw  out  another  advance  guard, 
upon  the  direct  road,  endeavoring  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  retreat  An- 
other body  of  rebels,  being  either  infjontry  or  dismounted  cavalry,  and 
secluded  by  a  ravine  along  this  part  of  the  road ,  allowed  our  advance  guard 
to  pass  them,  and  as  the  column  was  passing  poured  into  them  two  or 
ttme  volleys,  emptying  about  twenty  saddles.  At  tiie  same  time  a  small 
body  came  out  of  the  woods  and  charged  the  rear  of  the  column,  throw- 
ing our  main  body  into  confusion,  and  owing  to  the  unexpectedness  of 
this  fierce  attack  they  could  not  be  rallied  until  they  had  retreated  to 
Six  Mile  Ordinary,  a  distance  of  from  2  to  3  miles.  Here  they  rallied, 
charged,  and  dispersed  the  pursuing  enemy;  but  in  consequence  of 
their  horses  being  completely  worn-out  they  were  unable  to  take  ad- 
vantage of  the  ch^ge  in  our  favor. 

The  number  missing  at  present  is  5  officers  and  33  men;  some  of  the 
latter  are  8apiK)sed  to  be  in  the  woods,  their  horses  having  been  shot 
and  disabled.  The  enemy's  loss,  so  &r  as  I  can  ascertain,  appears  to  be 
5  killed  and  15  wounded. 

Immediately  on  hearing  the  firing  I  ordered  out  one  battalion  under 
M%jor  McCandless  to  support  Captein  Faith.    On  reaching  Williams- 
burg they  met  the  retirhig  party  and  there  halted  for  fhrther  orders. 
In  the  mean  time  you  had  arrived  in  camp  and  resumed  command. 
1  am,  colonel,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  KLBENZ, 

Mqfar. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis, 

Oimmandmg  Fifth  PennsyUfania  Oa/vdlry. 


Hbadqxtabtebs  Pennsylvania  OAVALBYy 

Yarktoumj  February  9, 1863. 

Bespectftdly  forwarded  to  M^jor-Ctoneral  Dix,  commanding  depart 
ment. 

Captain  Faith,  who  commanded  the  scouting  party,  is  wounded  in 
tbe  fiice  and  speaks  with  difficulty. 

The  reconnaissance  was  not  conducted  properly,  and  was  in  violation 
of  my  general  instructions.     Lieutenant-Goloncd  Lewis,  commanding 
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Fifth  PennBylvania  Gavalry,  had  left  for  Torktowu  on  buainess  but  a 
short  time  before  the  party  was  sent  oat  by  M%jor  Kleinz  in  consequence 
of  the  representations  of  the  deserters.  I  haTe  heretofore  regarded  Cap- 
tain Faith  as  an  enterprising  officer,  but  he  and  Major  Kleiuz  have  in 
this  instance  both  allowed  themselves  to  be  deceived. 

Captain  Faith  was  led  into  an  ambush  at  a  point  near  Nine  Mile  Or- 
dinary, which  is  about  21  m'les  from  Torktown. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Maijar-Omurdl. 


No.  3. 

Btpart  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise^  0.  8.  Army. 

Bbigade  Hbadquabtebs. 
Ohaffin^s  Farm^  Fa.,  February  10, 1863—12  m. 

Gbnbral  :  The  report  of  Ool.  [William  B.]  Tabb,  [Fifty-ninth  Vir- 
ginia Infiantry,]  is  Mly  confirmed.  On  Saturday,  the  7th  instant,  at 
about  5  p.  m.,  tne  enemy  advanced  in  force  (about  85  oavaliy)  up  the 
Telegraph  road  and  approached  near  the  Olive  Branch  Church,  below 
the  Burnt  Ordinary.  Colonel  Tabb  had  about  100  infeuitry  and  about 
150  cavalry.  When  the  enemy  came  within  short  range  he  fired  one 
volley  of  infemtry  and  charged  with  his  cavalry,  killing  some  7  or  8  and 
wounding  some  2  or  3,  which  were  captured,  and  capturing  35  prisoners, 
with  their  horses,  arms,  accouterments,  &c.,  and  pursuing  the  enemy 
down  to  the  Six  Mile  Ordinary,  and  there  firing  severely  into  them  and 
putting  them  to  rout.  Probably  their  wounded  who  escaped  amounted 
to  some  10  or  20  more.  Thus  the  colonel,  without  the  loss  or  injury  of 
a  man  or  horse,  succeeded  in  killing,  wounding,  and  capturing  some  50 
or  60  of  the  enemy's  cavalry — ^from  a  fifth  to  a  fourth  of  his  whole  num- 
ber. I  send  to  you  35  prisoners,  among  whom  are  1  captain  and  2 
lieutenants.  One  lieutenant  was  killed.  These  men  are  chiefly  Ger- 
mans, of  the  rascally  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavidry,  who  destroyed  the 
records  of  Charles  City  County  and  who  burned  the  buildings,  library, 
&c.,  of  the  venerable  William  and  Mary  College.  I  trust  they  will  be 
dealt  with  accordingly. 

Accompanying  this  is  a  note  firom  Colonel  Tabb.  I  have  approved 
of  his  request  to  retain  the  horses,  arms,  &c.,  for  his  cavalry.  They 
need  them. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 

M^jor-Oeneral  Elzey,  Oommandingj  dke. 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Ool.  WiUiam  B.  Tabb,  F^fty-nkUh  Virginia  Infantry. 

Hbadquabtebs, 
Diaseund  Bridge^  Va.^  February  7, 1863. 

Gbnebal  .'  I  left  my  encampment  here  at  10  a.  m.  to-day  and  with  a 
detachment  of  six  companies  of  cavalry  and  four  of  in&.nt^  (an  aggre- 
gate force  of  235)  moved  down  the  Telegraph  road  in  the  direction  of 
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Williamsburg.  At  Olive  Branch  Ohnreb,  1  mile  below  the  Burnt  Or- 
dinary, my  advance  guard  came  upon  a  detachment  of  the  en*)my'8  cav- 
alry. The  position  being  fovorable  I  immediately  disposed  my  force  in 
ambash  and  awaited  their  approach.  When  they  had  come  within 
close  range  I  ordered  a  volley  of  musketry,  and  taking  advantage  of 
their  confiision  charged  them  with  my  cavalry.  They  were  easily 
routed.    The  pursuit  was  continued  as  far  as  the  Six  Mile  Ordinary. 

The  enemy  lost  7  kiUed,  2  wounded,  and  36  captured,  with  their 
horses,  arms,  and  equipments.  In  my  command  there  are  no  losses  or 
casualties  to  report. 

My  original  object  was  to  penetrate  the  enemy's  lines  and  gain  the 
rear  of  the  guard  force  in  Williamsburg.  My  intention  having  been 
discovered,  I  decided  to  abandon  it  for  the  present  and  returned  to  my 
intrenchments. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TABB, 
Oolanely  Oammanding, 

Brig.  Qeu.  H.  A.  Wise,  Gommandingj  4&0. 

[Indoneuient.] 

Febbuabt  8,  [1863]— 7.30  p.  m. 

I  re8X>ectfnlly  forward  this  excellent  report  of  a  saccessfid  skirmish 
with  the  enemy  without  the  least  loss.  Colonel  Tabb  deserves  more 
than  a  word  of  approval.*  May  I  not  send  another  battalion  to  re- 
enforce  him  f 

HBNEY  A.  WISE. 


FEBBUABY 12-13, 1863.— Expedition  from  Batchelder's  Greek  and  skirmiBh 

(13th)  at  Sandy  Bidge,  H.  C. 

Reports  of  CoL  John  Richter  Jones,  Fifty  eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Outposts,  Camp  Fifty-eighth  Pa.  Vols., 

Batchelder*s  Creek,  February  14, 1863. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  result  of  an  expedition  made  yes- 
terday and  the  night  before  in  order  to  ascertain  the  force  of  the  enemy 
on  my  front  and  also  to  abate  their  audacity. 

At  8  p.  m.  Thursday  evening  I  moved  my  effective  men,  leaving  this 
post  in  charge  of  those  not  capable  of  severe  duty  assisted  by  a  com- 
pany which  I  ordered  up  temporarily  from  the  railroad  crossing. 

At  Tuscarora  I  dispatched  Captain  Brown,  of  the  Fifty -eighth,  with 
two  companies,  to  move  on  the  Neuse  and  Dover  roads  and  scour  the 
oountry  near  the  Neuse  River,  and  also  to  co-operate  generally  with  my 
movement. 

At  <*  Jones^  Olearing,"  1  mile  short  of  Gore  Greek,  I  dispatched  one 
company  to  seise  the  railroad  bridge  at  the  creek  and  to  remain  there  in 
order  to  co-operate  with  me  when  necessary;  and  at  the  same  point  I 
moved  by  a  road  crossing  the  railroad  southward,  with  seven  companies. 
Under  guidance  of  an  intelligent  negro,  on  route  partly  over  wood-paths 
and  through  swamps,  I  reached  the  enemy's  position  on  Sandy  Bidge 
at  daybreak.  Unfortunately,  ftom  the  difficult  of  the  route,  which  was 
almost  impracticable  even  to  infantry,  it  was  later  than  I  contemplated, 
And  before  the  camp  was  completely  surrounded  the  enemy  was  alarmed, 

•  See  roport  No.  3,  p.  168. 
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rashed  from  their  quarters  and  opened  an  irregular  lire.  I  bad  ordered 
my  men  to  capture  the  enemy  with  the  bayonet,  but  my  flank  companies 
and  some  of  the  others  fired  also  and  a  short  action  ensued.  When 
tJie  enemy  ran,  which  was  very  soon,  the  proximity  of  the  woods  and 
the  incompleteness  of  my  ananffements  saved  most  of  them,  but  we  cap- 
tured 43,  of  whom  4  were  wounded,  and  in  addition  one  of  them  also  was 
killed  and  lefb  on  the  ground.  Providentially  none  of  my  men  were 
hurt,  though  for  a  time  the  enemy's  fire  was  sharp. 

After  burning  the  tents,  quarters,  &c,  and  destroying  the  stores,  ^^, 
I  returned  by  the  Dover  road.  Their  pickets  behind  Gore  Greek  on  the 
railroad  and  other  roads  being  alarmed  made  their  escape.  Bridging 
Core  Greek  at  the  Dover  road  I  reached  my  camp  in  the  aftemoou. 

Meanwhile  Gaptain  Brown^  with  his  two  companies  and  a  detachment 
of  Company  E,  Third  New  York  Gavalry,  under  Gaptain  Jacobs,  whom 
I  had  previousXv  ordered  to  cooperate,  had  scoured  the  country  along 
the  Neuse,  discovering  a  body  of  the  enemy,  40  or  50  strong,  whom  they 
followed  briskly  but  were  unable  to  catch. 

The  enemy  at  Sandy  Bidge  were  Gompanies  G,  Gaptain  Davis,  and  D, 
Gaptain  Bobinson,  Eighth  North  Garolina,  and  are  reported  as  180  or 
200  strong.  The  party  pursued  by  Gaptains  Brown  and  Jacobs  was 
Gaptain  Avirett's  company. 

As  soon  as  an  inventory  of  the  arms  and  property  captured  can  be 
made  I  will  order  a  return  of  them  to  the  proper  department. 

As  a  general  result,  ibis  expedition  has  swept  away  the  enemy's  posts 
on  our  front  and  enables  us  to  occupy  without  opposition  the  line  of 
Gore  Greek,  if  judged  expedient,  as  in  my  opinion  it  is.  In  the  march 
over  an  almost  impracticable  route,  the  distance  made  in  twenty  hours 
being  at  least  32  miles,  and  in  the  short  action  which  ensued  the  con- 
duct of  my  men  was  all  that  could  be  expected  frt>m  soldiership  of  the 
highest  grade. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIGHTBB  JONES, 
OoUmel  Fifty-mghthj  Commanding  Ouipoits. 

Lieut  Gol.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Asiistant  Adjutant-General. 

If  not  already  ordered,  please  send  me  some  cars  to  transiiort  the 
prisoners  to  New  Berne. 

Hdqbs.  Outposts,  Gamp  Fiftt-eighth  Pa.  Vols., 

Batchelder's  Oreek,  February  19, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  ordered  to  be  turned  in 
to  the  proper  department  captured  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores  as  per 
the  annexed  inventory.  Also  that  I  have  on  hand  fourteen  captured 
shot-guns,  in  more  or  less  serviceable  condition,  or  injured,  which  not 
falling  under  the  classification  of  ordnance  as  known  to  the  service,  I 
propose  distributing  among  the  captors  as  a  reward  and  an  incitement, 
with  the  assent  of  headquarters,  of  course. 

Also  that  I  have  turned  into  the  proper  department  and  taken  a  re- 
ceipt therefor,  as  in  my  hands  for  the  public  service,  captured  horses, 
mules,  and  wagons,  as  \yer  inventory. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RIOHTEB  JONES, 
OoUmel  Fifty-eigkth^  Oommanding  (hUpoata. 

lieut  Gol.  Southard  Hoffman^ 

A9$i§ta$U  A^iutant-Qeneralj  Eighteenth  Amuy  Oorpe. 


Cbap. 
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ItiMmtory  of  ortlnance  and  ordnance  §torm  captured  fnm  the  CemJedmeAm  a%  Sandp  MUlf 
X,  C,  February  13, 1663,  ^jf  Col  J.  B,  Jonse,  oammanding  F\ftifHiigkik  SegUnmU  Penn- 
tjflpamiei  Volmnteere, 
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The  al)ove  is  a  correct  inventory  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 
captured  as  above  stated. 

M.  J.  HADLBY, 
Acting  Ordnance  Sergeant  F^fty-eighth  Begt  Pa.  VoU. 


FEBRDABY  13, 1868.— SkinoiBli  near  Washington,  V.  0. 

RBPORTS. 

Ka  1. — Ideot.  CoL  Luke  Lyman,  Twenty-ooTetith  Maassohaaetts  IniiMitrj. 
No.  2.— Cspt.  George  F.  Jocknlok,  Third  New  York  CsTsliy. 

No.  1. 

Report  of  lAeiU.  OolLukeLgwianj  Twentg-eeemUk  Maeeaehneette  Infamtrjf. 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
Waekmgtan,  N.  0.,  February  16, 1863. 

Deab  Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  Friday  last,  13th,  the 
cavalry  company  stationed  at  this  post  crossed  the  bridge,  drove  in  the 
enemy's  vedettes,  surprised  their  picket  headquarters  (where  some  40 
cavalry  were  stationed),  and  captnred  7  men  and  12  horses ;  one  of  the 
men  was  dangerously  wounded  and  is  now  in  our  hospital.  The  horses 
I  turned  over  to  the  poet  quartermaster  (a  poor  lot) ;  tiie  saddles  were 
retained  by  the  cavalry  company.  The  prisoners  I  will  send  to  New 
Berne  by  the  Ihret  opportunity,  unless  ordered  to  parole,  and  send  them 
out  the  lines  from  this  point.  They  belong  to  the  Sixty-second  Georgia 
State  Troops,  but  are  North  Oarolinians.  If  yon  wish  me  to  parole  them 
here  please  inform  me. 

Have  I  the  authority— if  not,  will  you  give  it  to  me— to  appoint  a 
board  of  appraisers  t  The  surgeons  would  like  to  purchase  of  the  Go  7- 
emment  one  or  two  of  the  captured  horses. 

<<A11  quiet  along  the  lines." 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

LUKE  LYMAN, 
LieutenanUColonelj  Commanding  Poet 

tenant-Ctolonel  Hoffman,  A.  A.  O. 
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No.  2. 

Rtport  of  CapL  George  F.  Jocknickj  Third  New  York  OaeaHry, 

Washington,  N.  C,  February  14, 1863. 

Oolonbl:  The  monotouy  of  the  daily  routine  of  military  duties  here 
for  the  last  few  weeks  has  at  last  been  interrupted  by  a  little  affair 
which  reflects  much  cr^it  on  all  concerned. 

Having  ascertained  that  the  enemy  kept  a  picket  station  on  the  other 
side  of  the  river,  some  3  or  4  miles  from  thiu  post,  and  were  in  the  habit 
of  pushing  their  vedettes  close  up  to  our  lines,  I  sent  yesterday  First 
Lieutenant  O'Brien  with  a  detachment  of  20  men  of  my  company  to  in- 
tercept them  and  thus  check  their  boldness  for  the  future. 

The  command  left  here  at  1  o'clock  p.  m.  yestenlay,  and  returned  in 
less  than  two  hours  with  7  prisoners  and  the  following  amount  of  cap- 
tured property :  Twelve  horses,  12  saddles,  5  bridles,  8  Enfield  muskets, 
1  Harper's  Ferry  musket,  and  1  saber. 

Lieutenant  O'Brien  roports  that  after  proceeding  about  a  mile  the 
enemy's  vedettes  wero  discovered  some  distance  in  advance,  when  he 
immediately  charged,  determined  to  overtake  them.  The  enemy  after 
firing  their  pieces  put  spurs  to  their  horses  and  rotreated  up  the  Green- 
ville road  at  their  utmost  speed.  A  3-mile  race  was  the  result,  at  the 
termination  of  which  our  Ueuteuant  foiuid  himself  with  only  a  small 
part  of  his  command  in  the  very  nest  of  their  main  guard — a  troop  of 
some  30  or  40  mounted  and  dismounted  cavalry.  Our  men  in  the  rear, 
retarded  by  gullies  in  the  road,  were  pressing  up  rapidly.  But  so  com- 
plete was  the  surprise  that  the  enemy  at  once  broke  for  the  swamps, 
where  they  fired  volley  after  volley,  but  without  any  effect  whatever. 
One  of  the  prisoners  captured  is  mortally  wounded,  and  how  many  more 
were  left  on  the  field  cannot  be  ascertained. 

We  had  no  casualties  on  our  side  except  the  wounding  of  a  horse 
rode  by  First  Sergeant  Richards. 

Among  the  prisoners  is  a  color-sergeant  and  an  orderly-sergeant,  both 
very  intelligent  men.  The  latter  states  that  the  troops  engaged  be- 
longed to  the  Sixty-seventh  Georgia  Regiment,  being  a  detachment 
of  Captain  Thompson's  company,  *  under  command  of  iHeutenant  Holt. 
Our  men,  I  am  told,  all  behaved  well  and  are  much  pleased  that  we  at 
last  have  been  able  to  retaliate  in  the  open  field  for  the  many  outrages 
committed  on  our  pickets  by  skulkers  in  the  swamps. 

The  horses  captured  are  of  pretty  good  breed,  but  iu  a  miserable, 
worn-out  condition;  their  backs  covered  with  sores  and  ulcers.  I  shall 
turn  them  over  with  the  rest  of  the  property  to  the  quartermaster  at 
this  post. 

Respectfully  submitting  the  above  report,  J  have  the  honor  to  be, 
>  )ur  obedient  servant, 

G,  F.  JOCKNICK, 
Ooptoin,  Comdg.  Oofnpany  /,  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 

Co?.  S.  H.  Mix, 

Oomdg.  TIdrd  New  York  Cavalry y  New  Bemej  N.  0. 


Company  £,  Sizty-fleoond  Geoigia. 
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■ABCH  IS.  1868.— Expedition  from  Hew  Berne  to  8w«n  (Inarter,  H.  C, 
and  Bkirmishea  (3d  and  4th)  near  Fairfield  and  Swan  ftnarter. 

Eeport  of  Capt,  Colin  Bichardion,  Third  New  York  CavtUry. 

New  Bebne,  N.  0.,  March  6, 1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  left  this  place  Sunday; 
March  1,  at  5  p.  m.,  on  board  the  steamer  Escort  with  my  company  (F- 
Third  New  York  Cavalry)  and  the  first  howitzer  of  the  battery  attached 
to  the  same  regiment,  also  Company  G,  First  North  Carolina  Volun- 
teers, and  proceeded  to  Rose  Bay  Bridge,  not,  however,  without  a  great 
deal  of  delay  for  the  want  of  a  pilot,  as  there  was  no  one  on  either  of 
the  two  boats  who  was  sufficiently  acquainted  with  the  place.  I  then 
ordered  Captain  Brinkerhoff  to  make  a  reconnaissance  with  his  boat 
North  State,  who  after  a  delay  of  four  hours  reported  that  ho  had  found 
the  bridge.  I  ordered  the  scow  alongside  and  disembarked  the  infantry 
and  howitiZer  and  a  portion  of  the  cava^,  placing  Lieutenant  Joy  in 
command  until  my  arrival. 

On  arriving  witii  the  balance  and  having  resumed  the  command  I 
ordered  a  small  guard  on  board  the  North  State,  with  orders  to  the 
captain  of  the  same  to  destroy  the  bridge;  I  in  the  mean  time  pro 
ceeded  along  the  north  side  of  the  lake  for  a  distance  of  about  5  miles. 
With  much  difficulty  and  delay  we  marched,  the  crossings  of  the  road 
having  been  torn  up  by  the  negroes,  under  the  orders  of  one  Henry 
Cradle  (whom  I  have  brought  back  a  prisoner),  and  having  a  protection 
from  Governer  SUinly.    I  encamped  for  the  night  at  the  cross-roads. 

Next  morning  at  daybreak  I  resumed  my  march,  encountering  and 
driving  in  the  enemy's  pickets.  About  3  miles  from  Fairfield  we  drove 
more  of  the  enemy,  and  on  arriving  at  the  place  I  found  it  nearly  de- 
serted. I  passed  on  about  2  miles  farther,  when  I  discovered  a  boat  on 
the  lake ;  hailed  it,  but  no  attention  was  paid  to  the  hail.  I  ordered 
Lieutenant  Barke  to  throw  a  shell  across  the  bow  of  the  boat,  which 
brought  it  to  shore.  I  found  in  the  boat  two  men  without  protections, 
whom  I  ordered  out  of  the  boat,  and  placed  in  it  a  squad  of  infantry 
under  charge  of  a  noncommissioned  officer,  to  sail  around  to  Lake  Land- 
ing, with  orders  to  save  the  bridge  if  possible.  I  then  moved  on  and 
eneami^ed  for  the  night  9  miles  from  Lake  Landing. 

Hie  next  morning  (Wednesday)  I  resumed  the  march.  After  moving 
about  5  miles  I  was  fired  upon  by  guerrillas  from  some  houses  on  the 
right  of  the  road.  Our  men  drove  them  from  the  houses  into  the  woods. 
I  then  deployed  the  infantry  to  the  right  and  threw  ont  CAvalry  skir- 
mishers in  front  and  rear  and  covered  the  infantry  with  the  howitzer, 
shelling  the  woods  and  dispersing  the  enemy  in  all  directions.  Having 
rallied  my  command,  I  moved  on  toward  Lake  Landing,  leaving  Lieu- 
tenant Morse,  with  a  party  of  cavalry,  to  bum  their  headquarters.  I 
proceeded  without  farther  interruption  until  arriving  at  the  bridge, 
which  I  found  destroyed.  I  ordered  the  fences  to  be  torn  down  and 
used  to  rebuild  the  bridge.  I  then  moved  on  and  drove  in  mounted 
pickets  daring  the  whole  march  from  Lake  landing  to  within  about  1  j 
miles  of  Swan  Quarter,  when  I  was  attacked  from  the  swamp  on  the 
right  of  the  road  in  front  and  rear  by  aboat  80  guerrillas  and  ordered 
to  surrender.  A  deep  canal  about  8  feet  wide  ran  between  me  and  the 
attacking  party.  As  my  vedettes  were  passing,  the  guerrillas  fixed  one 
shot.  Lieutenant  Benson  immediately  charged  wi&  the  first  platoon 
of  cavalry  and  received  a  volley,  killing  3  of  my  men  and  wounding 
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the  lieatenant  and  several  others.  Six  horses  were  killed  and  many 
wouuded.  I  ordered  the  infantry  to  deploy  into  the  woods  as  skir- 
mishers, not,  however,  withont  some  difQculty,  and  ordered  Lieutenant 
Burke  to  unlimber  his  piece  and  give  the  enemy  a  few  rounds  of  can- 
ister, supported  by  the  second  platoon  of  cavabry.  Here  Lieutenant 
Burke  was  wounded  in  the  face,  breast,  and  hand.  The  remainder  of 
the  enemy  were  dispersed  and  fled,  having  sustained  a  loss  of  many  of 
their  number,  among  whom  was  their  captain  killed  and  a  lieutenant 
taken  prisoner.  After  having  my  killed  and  wounded  taken  care  of  and 
placed  in  wagons  and  carts  which  I  had  captured^  I  moved  on  to  Swan 
Quarter,  and  having  learned  that  a  force  of  250  or  300  guerrillas  was 
lying  in  ambush  about  3  miles  from  Swan  Quarter,  on  the  road  to  Bose 
Bay,  and  deeming  it  inez])edient  to  encounter  it  with  my  weakened 
force,  I  dispatched  Corporal  Kent,  Company  F,  Third  New  York  Cav- 
alry, and  3  men  to  sail  in  a  small  boat  to  the  gunboat  North  State,  or- 
dering Captain  Brinkerhoff  to  steam  around  to  Swan  Quarter  Landing. 
The  next  morning,  he  having  arrived,  I  embarked  on  board  the  steamer 
Escort,  which  had  accompanied  the  gunboat.  I  arrived  here  at  4  p.  m. 
to-day. 

I  beg  leave  to  make  honorable  mention  of  Luther  H.  Famswortb,  Com- 
pany I,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  who  accompanied  the  infantry. 
Ho  was  cool  and  courageous,  jumping  through  the  canal  and  taking  the 
extreme  right,  leading  the  platoon  of  infantry  into  the  flght^  also  Lieu 
tenant  Morse,  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  who  was  of  great  service 
in  the  rear,  returning  the  fire  of  the  enemy  witli  effect  and  holding  them 
in  check. 

My  loss  is  as  follows:  Killed,  3 ;  wonnded,  2  lieutenants  (Benson  and 
Burke)  and  12  men  of  my  company  and  1  of  the  First  North  Carolina 
Volunteers.    One  sergeant  of  my  company  has  since  died  of  his  wounds. 
I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  yours, 

COLIN  BICHABDSON, 
Oapt  Company  Fy  Third  New  York  Oav^  Camdg.  Esq^ediUian. 

Lieut.  Col.  SouTiiABD  Hoffman. 

Assistant  Acfjutant-Cfenerdl. 


KABCH  6-8, 1863.— Demonstration  on  Kiniton,  H.  (L,  indnding  ■klrmfihii 

(7th)  at  Gore  Creek  and  near  Dover. 

RKI»ORTS.* 

No.  1. — CoL  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty -lifth  Massachusetts  Infantry. 

No.  2.— Col.  J.  Uichter  Joues,  Fifty-eighth  Peuusylvanla  lufihntry. 

No.  3. — Capt.  Ferris  JucobS|  jr.,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  4. — Capt.  James  R.  Chamberlia,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

No.  5. — Brig.  Qua,  Juuius  Dauiel,  C.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Kinaton. 

No.  1. 

Beprnrt  of  Col.  Josiah  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Massitehmeetis  Infa/ntrff, 

Hdqbs.  Twenty-fifth  Beot.  Massachusetts  Vols., 
Camp  Oliver^  New  Beme^  N,  0.,  March  12, 1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with  orders 
issaed  by  yon  on  the  5th  instant  I  proceeded  with  my  command  on  the 

*  See  also  Capt.  David  A.  Taylor's  report,  p.  170. 
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6th  to  the  forks  of  the  Trenton  and  Kinston  roads,  17  miles  distant  from 
this  place. 

We  reached  oar  destination  about  4  p.  m.  I  immediately  se  ^reted 
my  force  firom  the  observation  of  the  eueniy,  between  Jumping  Ean 
and  Kethercutt's,  my  pnrix>8e  being  to  make  a  demonstratiuu  on  their 
outposts  daring  the  night.  The  expedition,  consisting  of  three  com- 
panies of  infantry,  under  command  of  Captain  Denny,  with  Captains 
Jacobs'  and  Chamberlin's  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
left  our  bivouac  at  midnight,  proceeding  rapidly  up  the  Kinston  road 
a  distance  of  4  miles.  The  cavalry,  leading  the  advance,  encountered 
and  were  fired  upon  by  the  rebel  pickets.  They  immediately  made  a 
most  gallant  charge  of  over  a  mile,  the  infantry  following  at  double- 
qaick,  reaching  Jones'  house  (their  reserve  picket  post).  Captain 
Jacobs  succeeded  in  capturing  two  of  the  enemy's  scouts,  and  in  so 
doing  was  fired  upon  from  an  ambush,  seriously  wounding  a  sergeant 
and  private  of  his  company. 

Ascertaining  that  their  camp  was  alarmed.  Captain  Denny  ordered 
the  infantry  in  the  advance  and  pushed  on,  receiving  and  returning 
their  fire  ftx>m  various  points.  When  within  a  short  distance  of  theii 
camp  the  infantry  were  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  each  side  ot  tht' 
road.  The  line  moved  up  speedily,  passing  the  barricade  of  trees,  and 
when  within  a  few  rods  of  the  rebels  (intrenched  by  another  barricade) 
received  a  heavy  volley  of  musketry ;  this  was  returned,  and  after  a 
sharp  skirmish  the  rebels  were  routed  and  pursued  for  some  distance, 
but  escaped  into  the  woods. 

Pursuit  being  useless,  and  perhaps  under  the  circumstances  impru- 
dent, Captain  Denny  ordered  his  men  to  return — ^burned  their  camp, 
destroying  twelve  tents,  several  log  barracks,  a  large  number  of  new 
knapsacks,  arms,  equipments,  blankets,  several  boxes  of  new  clothing, 
and  in  fact  everything  left  by  the  rebels  in  their  hasty  departure. 

Owing  to  their  superior  speed  only  5  prisoners  woro  taken,  whom  I 
forwarded  under  guard  to  headquarters.  The  force  reported  back  to 
our  bivouac  with  no  loss,  and  only  2  wounded,  at  6  a.  m.,  having  marched 
a  distance  of  16  miles  and  within  12  miles  of  Kinston.  From  muster 
rolls  found  in  the  enemy's  camp  their  force  was  estimated  at  190  effect- 
ive men.  Ours  numbered  130  infantry  (which  was  the  only  force  en- 
gaged after  leaving  Jones'  house)  and  80  cavalry. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge  the  gallantry,  braverj',  and  endurance  of 
both  officers  and  men  engaged  in  the  affair.  Considering  their  fatiguing 
march  of  the  previous  day,  to  march  8  miles  after  midnight,  whip  the 
rebels  handsomely,  and  return  by  daybreak,  very  much  credit  is  due 
them.  Captain  Denny  is  entitled  to  great  praise  for  the  able  manner 
in  which  he  conducted  the  expedi^on.  The  Third  New  York  Cavalry 
sustained  its  brilliant  reputation.  To  Captains  Jacobs  and  Chamber- 
lin  I  am  under  great  obligation  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and 
assistance.  They  left  us  on  the  morning  of  the  7th.  During  our  st^y 
at  Nethercutt's  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  occiisionally  to  observe 
the  movements  of  the  enemy. 

On  the  moniing  of  the  8th,  Captain  O'Neil  discovered  them  in  Tren- 
ton and  exchanged  shots  across  the  river.  Captain  Harrington,  from 
a  reconnaissance  on  the  Ejnston  road,  returned  with  the  iutelligenco 
that  a  large  body  of  rebel  cavalry-  had  approached  to  within  1  mile  of 
onr  pickets  during  the  night.  Receiving  orders  from  you  at  10  a.  m. 
on  the  8th  to  fall  bsick  to  a  more  defensible  position,  I  retired  to  the 
forks  of  the  Trenton  and  Pollocksville  roads,  remaining  there  until  the 
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tOtli  at  2  p.  in.,  when,  by  your  orders,  I  xetarned  to  Kew  Berne,  leaving 
the  four  companies,  under  Captain  Denny,  in  their  former  position,  near 
Deep  Gully. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
CoUmel  Twenty-fifth  Regt  MMsachuaetta  Volunteara. 

Col.  HosAOB  C.  Lee, 

Oomdg.  Second  Brig,,  First  Div.n  Eighteenth  Army  Carps. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Ool  J.  Richter  Jonesj  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infantry, 

Hdqbs.  Outposts,  Camp  Pipty-eiohth  Pa.  Vols., 

March  8, 1863. 

Sib  :  £  have  the  honor  to  report  that  conformably  to  instroctions  I 
made  a  movement  in  connection  with  the  general  reconnaissance^  but 
as  the  crders  were  not  received  in  time,  not  in  fact  until  the  7th,  1  was 
unable  to  operate  in  exact  connection. 

I  left  my  camp  at  8  o'clock  the  evening  of  the  6th  (Friday)  with  the 
efficient  men  of  the  Fifty-eighth  (about  500)  and  reached  the  neigh- 
borhood of  Core  Creek  about  2  a.  m.  of  the  7th,  having  also  ordered 
a  small  detachment  of  Company  H,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  to  fol- 
low. Ascertaining  that  the  b'ne  of  the  creek-r-relinquished  after  my 
expedition  to  Snndy  Bidge— was  again  occupied  b^  the  enemy,  I  en- 
deavored to  cross  at  some  unobserv^  point,  but  owing  to  the  darkness 
of  the  woods  and  the  depth  of  water  in  the  swamps  was  unable.  Be- 
ing obliged  to  force  a  passage,  I  did  so  at  the  Dover  road,  just  before 
dayUght,  by  opening  a  heavy  fire  on  the  crest  of  the  breastwork 
which  defended  the  crossing,  while  a  party  rushed  over  the  single 
itring-piece,  a  round  log,  which  remained  on  the  bridge.  The  enemy 
ILred  sharply  at  first,  but  their  fire  was  soon  silenced,  when  they  cried 
9ut  that  they  surrendered,  but  on  the  consequent  cessation  of  our  fire 
they  took  the  opportunity  to  retire  under  cover  of  tlie  darkness  before 
my  men  could  reach  their  works. 

I  then  rebuilt  the  bridge,  which  detained  me  until  fhll  daylight,  and 
leaving  a  company  in  cliargo  of  it  I  moved  forward,  but  the  various 
posts  of  the  enemy  had  been  put  on  the  alert  by  the  firing,  and  the 
ularm  had  be^n  pro])afrated,  perhaps,  to  £[inston  by  signal-rockets  sent 
ap  immediately  afterward. 

About  a  mile  beyond  the  creek  my  advance  was  fired  on  from  a 
inwanipy  thicket  and  woods  flanking  the  road  on  both  sides,  and  as  the 
enemy  stnck  closely  to  cover  it  cost  my  skirmishers  time  and  labor  to 
dislodge  them.  In  my  subsequent  advance  at  the  forks  of  the  Dover 
and  ttlie  railroad  dei)ot  roads  I  captured  a  camp  recently  and  suddenly 
abandoned,  apparently  by  two  companies,  containing  rongh  shelter, 
blankets,  knapsacks,  spare  clotliing,  &c.,  the  blankets,  &c.,  being  good 
and  new;  but  1  could  find  no  enemy  in  force,  and  being  informed  by  the 
negroe<s  that  they  knew  of  none  nearer  than  Bouse  farm,  12  miles  from 
the  creek,  and  the  driving  of  fugitives  from  thickets  and  swamps  with- 
out definite  object  being  useless  labor,  I  concluded  to  return. 

From  the  marks  on  the  captured  property  the  enemy  whom  I  encoun- 
tered l)elong  to  the  Forty-thinl  North  Carolina  a/ id  the  Sixty-third  North 
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Gandina  Gavaliy.  bat  what  numbers  of  either  regiment  were  in  front 
did  not  appear,  tne  enemy  keeping  eloeely  under  cover  and  the  country 
being  thickly  wooded.  They  are  a  different  class  of  troops  from  those 
I  have  hitherto  met,  contesting  successively  every  strong  position  and 
giving  way  only  to  my  superior  numbers.  Their  arms  are  idso  different^ 
being,  frt>m  the  whisUe  of  the  bullets,  the  Minie  or  others  of  similar  tone. 

From  the  information  of  negroes  it  would  seem  that  some  general  offi- 
cer (General  French,  some  of  them  say)  visited  their  posts  on  Wednes- 
day last,  ordered  the  line  of  Core  Greek  to  be  reoccupied,  and  brought 
re-enforcements.  Also  yesterday,  while  I  was  on  my  return,  the  whistle 
of  a  locomotive  was  heard  some  distance  up  the  railroad  toward  Kinsten, 
and  on  the  supposition  that  fresh  troops  might  be  brought  up  I  took  a 
strong  position  and  awaited  a  couple  of  hours,  but  no  show  of  increase 
offeree  being  made  I  resumed  my  march. 

On  tiie  whole,  my  movement  eflfected  nothing  beyond  driving  back 
some  of  the  enemy's  posts  and  accustoming  our  men  to  la  peHte  guerre. 
As  to  captaring  tibeir  men,  that  will  be  difficult  while  they  hold  the  line 
of  Gore  Greek  and  impose  on  us  the  necessity  of  forcing  a  passage  every 
time  we  cross. 

Very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIOHTBB  JONES, 
OoUmd Fifftyeighth PmmagUMnia  VoU.^  Oomdg.  OulpoetB. 

lieat.  OoL  Southard  Hoffman, 

AM$i9iamt  A^Hutrnnt-fteneralj  EigJUemUh  Army  Ocr^. 


Hdqbs.  Outposts,  Gamp  FiFTY-xiaHTH  Pa.  Vols., 

Mareh  10, 186S. 

Sib  :  In  reference  to  the  surrender  of  the  enemy's  picket  in  the  breast- 
work on  the  Dover  road  beyond  Gore  Greek  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
ttie  following  facts : 

As  sooni  as  the  sentinel  at  the  enemy's  works  flred  I  opened  a  rapid 
fire  from  the  two  companies  which  had  been  previously  placed  under 
cover  along  the  near  bank  of  the  creek.  Our  fire  was  answered  imme- 
diately by  about  twenty  pieces,  and  for  a  few  minutes  there  was  a  brisk 
ezdiange  of  shots.  Then  the  enemy's  fire  suddenly  ceased.  Standing 
a  few  yards  from  the  bridge,  which  m^  storming  party  ^"^^s  endeavoring 
to  cross,  I  heard  my  officers  on  the  right  and  T^  give  the  command, 
^^ Cease  firing;  they've  surrendered,"  and  our  fire  almost  immediately 
ceased.  On  inqoiry  afterward  I  was  informed  by  officers  and  non-com- 
missioned officers  Uiat  they  distinctly  heard  from  the  enemy's  side  of 
the  creek  the  words,  '*  We  surrender;  don't  fire,"  seversd  times  repeated. 
It  was  very  dark  at  the  time  and  the  passage  of  the  bridge  on  the  single 
remaining  string-piece  difficult,  so  that  it  cost  my  men  some  time  to 
cross  and  form  beyond  the  creek,  and  when  they  entered  the  enemy's 
works  they  were  empty.  As  the  ground  rises  rapidly  to  the  rear  of  the 
breastwork  it  would  have  been  hazardous  to  leave  them  if  our  fire  had 
not  ceased,  and  I  attribute  the  escape  of  the  picket  to  the  cessation  of 
our  fire,  consequent  on  the  supposition  of  the  surrender. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIGHTEB  J020;S, 
OoUmd^  Oimmamding  OulpUts. 

Lieut  GoL  Southard  Hoffman, 

Aitiittmt  Adjukm^Omerdl^  Eif^Udmih  Army  Owf. 

U  B  s— VOL  xvm 
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Vo,  8. 
Stpart  of  Ooft  fenrU  Jaeobi^Jr^  Third  New  Tarh  Omwilry. 

Bed  Houbb,  March  7, 1803. 
OoL  J.  BicmrsB  Joms. 

(kmimamMmg  Oii^pofte: 

Oolohbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  pursnaiit  to  your  per- 
miflsion  I  proceeded  yesterday  with  my  own  and  Oaptain  Ohunherlin^ 
company  up  the  Trent  toad,  joined  Colonel  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Mas- 
chosettSy  encamped  at  a  concealed  point  near  Ketheroatt^s,  and  at  12 
^olock  at  night  marched  with  tilie  two  companies  cavalry,  and  three 
companies  inflEuitry  fhmished  by  Oolonel  Pickett^  to  the  Khiston  finks 
(4  miles  beyond  JNethercatt^s)|  the  cavalry  keeping  pace  with  the  in- 
fiuitry. 

On  die  knoll  immediately  beyond  the  Kinston  ft>rks  mv  advance  ve- 
dettes were  fired  npon.  whereupon  I  set  the  whole  cavalry  column  in 
motion,  charghig  at  ftill  speed  up  the  Kinston  road  with  the  intention 
of  capturing  the  reserve  picket  station  of  about  SO  men.  Not  finding 
them  at  the  place  specified  I  continued  the  charge,  without  halting,  to 
the  house  of  one  Jones,  being  about  3  miles  from  the  place  where  we 
met  the  first  picket.  The  ii^Emtry  followed  at  double-quick  and  in  a 
few  minutes  joined  me. 

At  this  place  it  was  ascertained  that  we  were  within  1  mile  of  the 
enemy's  camp,  which  was  near  the  house  of  one  Green.  After  a  me- 
mentos consultation  the  line  of  march  was  again  taken  up,  with  cavalry 
in  advance.  At  this  moment,  and  while  I  was  giving  instructions  to 
tilie  vedettes,  two  mounted  men  approached,  and  upon  being  appre- 
hended purported  to  have  been  sent  out  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  the 
disturbance.  About  a  quarter  of  a  mile  farther,  on  encountered  a  pcvty 
of  six  inflGmtry,  who  surrendered,  and  while  tne  sergeant  (Hosier)  m 
charge  of  the  advance  was  receiving  their  arms,  four  of  them  fired  upon 
him,  woundying  him  severely  in  the  hip  and  1  man  in  the  arm.  Four  of 
six  escaped.  At  this  point  I  drew  in  the  cavalry,  threw  out  lines  of 
skirmishers  upon  the  flbinks,  and  advancing  quicU^  upon  their  camp 
received  a  severe  fire  ih)m  their  barricaded  camp  in  Uie  direction  <rf 
the  skirmishers. 

The  skimushers  escaped  by  fhlling  to  the  ground  and  covering  them- 
selves in  a  ditch  a  few  rods  in  ih)nt  of  the  enemy's  breastwork  of  trees. 
Oaptain  Denny,  in  command  of  the  in&ntry,  then  pushed  forwiu^  in 
fine  style  and  after  a  few  minutes'  sharp  firing  entered  the  camp,  die 
enemy  escaping  in  a  sort  of  chaparral  so  dense  that  a  footman  unop- 
posed could  bafely  have  passed  through. 

The  infismtry  companies  under  Oaptain  Denny  behaved  exceedingly 
well.  The  enemy  in  their  haste  had  left  everydiing,  even  dieir  knap- 
sacks (whidi  were  new,  having  been  issued  to  them  three  days  pre- 
vious), and  15  or  20  Enfield  rifles  which  they  had  jnst  received. 

There  were  two  streets  of  tents,  about  ten  in  each,  and  two  oflBcers' 
tents,  and  a  commissary  tent  in  addition.  In  short,  they  abandoned 
everything.  After  an  examination  of  a  few  minutes  I  ordered  the  camp 
and  its  contents  burned,  which  was  done,  producing  quite  a  smart  ex- 
plosion of  fire-arms,  which  had  been  concealed  or  overlooked. 

Only  one  prisoner  was  captured  here.  The  camp  was  exceedingly 
strong  by  natural  position  and  artificial  defenses,  and  could  have  been 
held  by  die  same  number  of  resolute  men  for  hours  against  an  army 
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wiUuHit  artOlery.  Thoe  were  two  oomponleB  of  the  Fmrtj-llfth  North 
Guolina,  oommanded  by  Oaptaios  BttDJdo  and  Scales,  and  both  were 
said  by  the  piisonen  to  have  been  in  eharge  of  a  msjor. 

After  the  destraction  of  die  camp  I  moved  baok  to  the  hooae  pie- 
viondy  ocoapied  as  a  reeerve  picket  station,  bnt  since  the  late  desertion 
the  station  had  been  removed  to  the  woods  near  by,  where  a  large  picket- 
fire  was bomingwhen  weadvanced.  Theenemyhad between i£eircam{ 
and  the  ontpost  from  which  we  were  flied  upon  40  men  on  duty  each 
day,  all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  the  ontpost  vedette,  were  driven 
in,  and  escaped  ns  without  firing  a  shot  or  in  any  way  alarming  the 
main  body.    The  reserve  picket-station  house  was  burned. 

Beached  the  camp  of  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachnsetts,  at  Nethercuti^s, 
at  daybreak.  It  is  sufficient  to  say  that  the  cavalry  detachment  be- 
haved with  more  than  the  usual  spirit  and  promptitude. 

The  affiur  is  of  but  little  importance  except  for  the  information  gained 
or  confirmed.  It  is  also  worthy  of  mention,  perhaps,  that  the  movement 
penetrated  farther  into  die  enemy's  country  in  that  direction  than  any 
other  reconnaissance  with  exception  of  Cfeneral  Foster's  advance  on 
Qoldsborough. 

Trusting  that  you  will  pardon  the  particularity  and  diffusiveness  of 
this  report,  I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  JACOBS,  Jr., 
Ooftamj  Ocmmanding  DetackmmU. 


Coloivel:  I  should  have  mentioned  in  the  body  of  my  report  that 
the  success  of  the  movement  mainly  dex>ended  upon  the  accuracy  of  the 
tDformatioD  derived  by  Captain  Chamberlin  from  the  late  deserters  and 
other  sources,  and  that  it  was  upon  Captain  Chamberlin's  suggestion 
that  the  attempt  was  made. 
Yours,  respectfuUy, 

F.  JACOBS,  Jb. 

[IndoiMment.] 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward  Captain  Jacobs'  report  of  his  spiritei] 
movement,  made  under  my  authorization  in  connection  with  the  gen- 
eral movement. 

Very  respectfhlly, 

J.  EICHTEB  JOHTES, 

Comnuinding  (hUipo$t$^ 


No.  4. 

Report  of  Oapt  Jamet  B.  Chamberlin^  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 

Hdqbs.  Company  A,  Thibd  New  Tobk  Cavalby, 

Trent  Rood,  N.  (7.,  March  10,  1863. 

Colonbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report: 

From  information  which  I  deem  rdiable  I  ascertained  there  were  two 

companies  of  infantry  (picked  men),  belonging  to  the  Forty  fifth  North 

Carolina  Begiment,  encamped  on  the  Einston  road  some  12  miles  this 

side  of  ICinston,  and  I  detormined  to  surprise  them. 
After  making  a  map  of  the  country,  with  which  I  was  somewhat 

£ainiliar,  I  opened  my  plan  to  Capt  F.  Jacobs,  jr..  Company  E,  Third 
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New  York  Oayaliy,  and  proposed  that  we  unite  oar  two  oompeales  (A 
and  E)  and  make  an  attempt  on  the  rebel  camp,  to  which  he  aoeeded. 
We  accordingly  provided  onr  command  with  two  days'  rations,  and  left 
camp  at  noon  on  March  7,  onr  whole  command  numbering  102  men,  all 
told,  Company  A  ftimishing  48  and  Company  £  54  men. 

At  M^jor  Nethercntt's  (secesh)  honse  we  came  across  the  Twenty  fifth 
Regiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  commanded  by  Col.  J.  Pickett, 
which  was  acting  as  a  corps  of  observation  at  that  point.  We  biv- 
ouacked with  them  for  a  few  hours.  From  a  contraband  whom  I  picked 
up  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  changed  their  camp  and  had  received 
additional  re-enforcements.  Upon  consultation  with  Captain  Jacobs  we 
determined  to  ask  of  Colonel  Pickett  two  companies  of  in&ntry,  and  he 
very  kindly  assigned  us  three  companies  (A,  C,  and  K),  commanded  by 
Captain  Denny,  Company  K,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Begiment, 
numbering  about  130  men. 

With  this  additional  force  we  left  Nethercutt^s  house  at  12  o^doek 
that  night.  Upon  reaching  the  Trenton  Cross-Boads,  a  distance  of  4 
miles,  we  halted  for  the  infantry  to  close  up  and  then  made  our  prepa- 
rations for  the  attack,  for  it  was  only  some  one-fourth  of  a  mile  teyond 
this  point  that  we  expected  to  meet  their  first  picket,  and  our  plan  was, 
after  drawing  his  firo,  the  cavalry  was  to  commence  a  charge  at  once 
and  endeavor  to  capture  t^eir  reserve  picket  station  of  25  men,  said  to 
be  some  half  a  mile  beyond.  We  placed  some  of  our  fleetest  hones 
with  the  advance  guard,  which  was  commanded  by  Lieutenaut  Gibbs, 
of  Company  E,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  and  after  allowing  a  few  mo- 
ments of  rest  the  column  was  again  put  in  motion.  Slowly  and  silently 
we  moved  along,  every  man  intent  on  doing  his  duty,  and  determined 
not  to  be  outdone  by  another.  Presently  we  saw  a  flash,  and  then  the 
sharp,  shrill  report  of  the  rebel  picket's  rifle,  with  his  ball  whistling 
over  the  heads,  unharmed,  of  our  entire  column.  Hardly  had  the  flash 
died  away  when  the  command  ^^  charge"  was  given,  and  instantane- 
ously the  whole  column  started  like  one  man.  On  we  flew,  like  the 
wind,  the  ground  fairly  quaking  beneath  our  feet.  The  picket  station 
reached,  but  not  a  robel  was  found — they  had  heard  the  alarm  and  fled 
like  thieves  in  the  night.  On  we  dashed  to  Hoble^s  house,  a  mile  be 
yond,  and  again  to  Jones'  house,  still  another  mile,  bat  found  nothing. 
So  impetuous  had  been  our  charge  that  we  had  completely  cut  through 
and  cut  off  their  advance  guard,  which  I  afterward  learned  was  com- 
posed of  40  men. 

While  waiting  here  for  the  infantry  to  come  up,  which  were  to  follow 
us  at  double-quick,  and  while  Captain  Jacobs  was  giving  some  instruc- 
tions to  the  advance  guard,  up  rode  two  rebel  cavalrymen,  evidently  mis- 
taking us  for  friends,  and  inquired^  '^  What's  the  matter  below  T  "  Before 
these  words  had  hardly  left  their  lips  several  of  Colt's  ^'Love  me  qnicks" 
were  presented  to  their  heads  and  they  were  *<  gobbled."  One  of  them, 
in  utter  astonishment,  remarked,  <<  That's  another  damned  Yankee 
trick."  We  learned  from  our  prisoners  that  the  rebel  camp  was  about 
1^  miles  beyond,  but  nothing  definite  as  to  its  situation.  After  the  in- 
fantry had  arrived  we  determined  to  attack  them  with  our  combined 
force.  Accordingly,  Companies  A  and  C,  of  the  infantry,  wero  placed 
in  rear  of  our  advanced  guard,  followed  by  the  cavalry,  while  Captain 
Denny's  company  (K)  was  held  in  reserve,  and  in  this  order  all  again 
pressed  forward.  Wo  had  gone  but  a  short  distance  when  our  advance 
gusud  met  six  rebel  infantrymen,  who  had  been  sent  out  to  ascertain  what 
had  become  of  their  two  mounted  men.  They  all  immediately  surron- 
dered,  and  while  the  two  first  wero  in  the  act  of  giving  up  their  arms  their 
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oomradefi  jumped  into  the  woods  and  fired,  wounding  Sergeant  Mofder 
and  Private  MorennSy  of  Ck>nipany  E,  Third  New  York  Cavalry.  The 
infantry  were  then  thrown  ont  on  the  flanks  as  skirmishers,  while  f  h9. 
cavalry  kept  in  the  road.  In  a  very  few  minates  we  met  the  enemy's  line 
of  skirmishers  and  a  brisk  fire  oommenoed.  We  adopted  the  '^  drop 
game"  on  them — that  is,  we  fell  down  immediately  Aft&t  firing,  loading 
our  pieces  on  the  ground ;  and  after  drawing  their  fire,  which  invariably 
passed  over  our  heads,  we  would  up  and  charge  them  again.  In  this 
manner  we  kept  gradually  pressing  forward  and  soon  reached  their 
camp,  which  we  fonud  strongly  barricaded  on  three  sides.  The  rebels 
here  attempted  to  make  a  final  stand,  but  it  was  of  short  duration,  for 
we  carried  their  works  by  storm,  they  retreating  in  hot  haste  towiund 
Kinston.  In  their  camp  we  found  several  fine  tents  and  any  quantity  of 
dothing,  camp  and  garrison  stores,  arms  and  accoutermeuts,  and  sev- 
eral packages  (sent  by  express),  containing  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  ham,  and 
other  delicacies  of  camp  life,  evidently  showing  that  some  of  our  claim- 
ing-to-be  Union  friends  within  our  lines  not  only  sympathized  with  bnt 
contributed  to  our  enemies.  We  hastily  gathered  everything  together 
and  burned  all,  together  with  their  camp,  to  the  ground. 

Not  deeming  it  safe  to  remain  long  in  such  dose  proximity  to  Kistonn 
with  such  a  small  fi>rce  we  commenced  our  homeward  march,  reaching 
camp  at  daylight,  having  marched  16  miles  and  done  our  fighting  in 
six  hours,  our  entire  casualties  being  the  sergeant  and  private  of  Com- 
pany E,  as  before  mentioned. 

I  must  not  omit  to  say  that  both  officers  and  men  behaved  themselves 
with  great  credit  to  theur  country,  and  never  have  I  seen  men  fight  with 
more  determination  or  bravery. 

We  took  5  prisoners.  Of  the  loss  of  the  enemy  I  had  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  as  the  night  was  quite  dark  and  we  had  no  time  to  look 
after  bereaved  friends. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  your  very  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  B.  CHAMBEBLOT, 
Ooptofiiy  Oamdg.  Oompam/y  A,  Third  New  York  Oaiiairy. 

Lieut.  CoL  Gbgbgb  W.  Lbwis. 

Oammand4ing  Third  New  xork  Oavakjf. 


No.  ff. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oem.  Juniut  Daniel^  0.  8,  Army^  commanding  at  Kinston, 

Headquabtebs, 
Kinstonj  N.  0.,  March  10, 1863. 

Obnebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
yesterday. 

In  the  difierent  skirmishes  with  the  enemy  on  Saturday  there  were  two 
infantry  lost,  supposed  to  be  captured.  I  have  since  learued  that  there 
are  two  couriers  missing,  supposed  to  be  captured.  Major  Winston  lost 
a  few  tent-files  and  a  few  blankets.    I  have  learned  from  citizens  that 

the  enemy  burie<* men  on  their  retreat  on  the  lower  Trent  road 

and  that  they  had  others  wounded.  On  the  Dover  road  citizens  say 
there  were  several  killed  and  some  wounded.  These  reports  come  from 
dtixens  below  and  I  think  are  reliable. 

I  would  have  made  these  statements  sooner  bnt  my  pickets  are  so  far 
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apart  and  on  bo  many  xoada  tliat  I  oonld  not  have  done  bo  sooner.  1 
forgot  to  mention  that  one  of  my  men  doBerted  and  made  known  to  the 
enemy  my  gignala,  and  it  was  in  this  way  that  they  got  npon  the  two 
infontrymen.  Nothing  of  the  enemy  this  morning.  Generals  Robert- 
son and  Pettigrew  are  here. 
Very  respeotfldly.  fto.. 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Mid*  ^^to-  ^'  B-  Hill. 

Oammamdmgj  OoUMaramgkj  N.  O. 


KASOH  S-10,  IMS.— Bzpadition  firam  New  Berne  to  Trenton,  PoUoeksYilleb 

Yonng's  CroM-Soadi,  and  Swanshorongh,  V.  C. 


No.  1.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Frinoe,  U.  8.  Army,  oonunandliig  Bzpeditlon. 

No.  2.— C»pt.  DftTtd  A.  Taylor,  Thixd  New  Tofk  Liglit  ArtiUny,  Chief  Signal  Oflloer, 
of  opeiationa  Mwoh  fr-15. 

No.  3.— Ldeoi.  Joeeph  Frieker,  Eighth  Penm^ylTania  Reeerve  In&atry,  Aeting  SignAl 
(Meet,  of  opetmtionB  Mueh  6-lfi. 

No.  4.— Snzg.  Pitkin  B.  Bioe,  One  hnndred  and  fhiity-eeeond  New  York  Infiuitiy, 
Chief  IfedioalOffloer. 

No.  5.— Llent.  Fnnds  U.  FUqnhnr,  U.  8.  Corps  of  BSngtweere,  Chief  Engineer  Eight- 
eenth Army  Corps. 

No.  a^CoL  SilM  P.  Richmond,  Third  Hianehneetti  InlhatEy. 

No.  7.— CoL  Angttfltos  B.  B.  Sprngne,  Fiity^first  MaaMehnoette  Inlhatry. 

No.  &— Lienl  CoL  George  W.  Lewie,  Third  New  Yatk  GaTalry. 

Na  9.— im.  Jeptha  Garrard,  Third  New  York  GaTalry. 

No.  L 

Bepart  of  Brig.  Oen.  Henry  Ptinee^  U.  8.  Armyj  cowmandmg  BxpedUUm, 

HiHiBS.  Fifth  Diyisign,  Eighteenth  Abmt  Cobps, 

New  Beme^  N.  0.,  Mareh  11, 1863. 

Oolonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  reconnaissance  in 
force,  which  I  was  directed  to  make  by  your  letter  of  the  5th  in^taot. 
was  completed  last  evening  by  the  retarn  to  New  Benie  and  distribntion 
to  former  quarters  and  commands  of  all  the  parts  of  my  column.  The 
instructions  I  received  have  been  entirely  carried  out  and  the  objects 
of  the  ezx>edition  fully  accomplished. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  say  that  the  most  admirable  spirit  was  mani- 
fested by  every  portion  of  the  command.  The  desire  to  carry  out  the 
views  of  the  Government,  as  made  known  through  orders  from  time  to 
time,  was  made  strikingly  apparent  in  all  ranks,  as  was  also  the  desire 
to  have  their  determination  to  do  so  tested  in  the  face  of  opi)osition, 
even  to  the  death.  At  the  same  time  their  feeling  toward  the  enemy 
was  self-possessed  and  magnanimous,  as  wan  illustrated  b.v  instances 
of  personal  conduct.  I  will  give  a  narrative  of  the  expedition  for  the 
records  of  the  department.    A  copy  of  my  orders  is  subjoined  (A). 

The  column  formed  as  it  passed  over  the  bridge  at  Brice's  Creek,  at 
8.30  a.  m.  on  the  6th.    We  crossed  the  bridge,  which  we  had  to  oon- 
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Btract  over  Mill  Oieek,  at  2M  p.  oi.,  ftnd  blYOoaoked  on Greek, 

at  McDaniePe  plantation,  at  4  p.  m.,  at  which  place  the  train  did  not  get 
folly  up  till  near  12  o^olook  at  night.  Leaving  the  train  parked  here, 
guwled  by  the  Third  Begiment  MasaaohoBetts  Volunteers  and  a  sec- 
tion of  Biggs'  battery,  the  column  marohed  at  OOo^dock  next  morning 
in  the  same  order.  The  cavalry  arrived  at  Trenton  at  8.45  a.  m.,  fol- 
lowed by  the  voUigeurSy  where  I  joined  them  immediately,  sending  back 
to  halt  tiie  main  body  2  miles  in  rear. 

At  10  a.  m.  I  sent  from  Trenton  to  Gteneral  Spinola  and  Oolonel 
Jonrdan,  commanding  brigades,  the  message  that  ^^  the  bridges  we  were 
ordered  to  destroy  have  not  been  rebuilt  since  thehr  former  destruction; 
the  enemy's  cavalry  have  been  scattered  by  a  charge  of  ours;  there  is 
no  body  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  the  ti:ent,  and  consequently  the 
column  will  fEMse-about  and  return  to  the  wagons.''  The  column  marohed 
in  returning  at  10.15  a.  m. 

At  11.45  a.  m.,  having  obtained  all  the  information  I  could  at  Tren- 
ton and  created  the  indefinite  impression  that  I  was  going  to  Kinston 
or  towEod  Bidhlands  to  look  up  their  cavalry,  I  with&ew  the  cavaJry 
to  feed,  without  the  limits  of  the  town,  and  then  continued  the  retam 
maroh. 

I  arrived  with  the  main  column  at  McDaniel'sat  1.30  p.  m.,  and  hav- 
ing previously  sent  orders  to  the  train  to  hitch  up,  marched  at  3.15 
p.  m.  by  a  direct  route  to  Young's  Oross-Boads.  The  cavalry  pushed  on 
rapidly  with  its  howitser,  followed  more  moderately  by  the  voUigmirs. 
When  nearing  Young's  Oross-Boads  Oolonel  Lewis,  being  with  tiie  ad- 
vance of  the  cavalry,  discovered,  as  he  supposed,  the  enemy's  picket 
of  two  mounted  men,  and  he  charged  to  capture  them.  They  proved  to 
be  one  Lieutenant  Sharp,  aide-de-camp  to  Oeneral  Whiting,  and  an- 
other lieutenant.  Their  start  being  a  long  one,  they  got  off  by  plung- 
ing into  and  swimming  the  White  Oak  Biver,  to  the  bank  of  which 
they  were  followed,  where  they  fired  uiK>n  their  pursuers  from  the  op- 
posite side. 

A  party  of  cavalry,  being  sent  up  the  PoUocksville  road,  drove  some 
foot  pickets  Into  the  swamp.  Darkness  came  on  before  the  in&ntry 
came  up.  We  had  withdrawn  all  but  a  small  guard  from  the  river  to 
lay  out  the  camp,  which  was  to  be  on  ground  about  a  mile  distant  from 
the  river,  and  a  sentinel  at  the  river  being  approached  in  the  darkness 
from  the  direction  of  camp  by  six  men,  hailed  them,  at  which  they 
halted  and  cocked  their  guns.  He  called,  ^^Tum  out  the  guard,"  and 
instantly  the  persons  scattered  in  the  cover.  This  party  was  Gaptain 
Harris  and  five  of  his  men,  as  we  afterward  learned.  As  soon  as  the 
infiuitry  came  up  I  sent  two  oompanies  to  deploy,  under  the  guidance 
of  Gaptain  Farquhar^  United  States  Engineers,  who  was  directed  by  me 
to  reconnoiter  the  nver  thoroughly  in  the  neighborhood.  He  ascer- 
tained that  a  log  below  the  bridge  was  the  means  that  footmen  had  of 
crossing.  The  river  was  carefhlly  watched  for  the  rest  of  the  night, 
that  no  more  of  the  rebels  should  get  back  to  their  quarters.  On  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river  there  was  a  steady  light  of  a  small  camp 
bearing  southwest  by  the  compass.  I  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  a 
bright  camp  light  5  miles  off  or  a  lesser  one  a  mile.  The  train  did  not 
come  up  till  2.30  o^dock  in  the  nighty  owing  to  holes  wearing  in  the 
road  over  which  the  howitSBcr  and  caisson  diarged  with  the  cavalry. 
One  of  my  permanent  orderlies,  who  happened  to  be  stationed  to  show 
the  way  that  the  wagons  should  turn  out,  reports  seeing,  during  the 
hour  of  intensest  darkness  (perhaps  7  o^clock),  previous  to  the  coming 
up  of  the  inflEuitry,  bearing  southwest,  a  light,  probably  a  fire  balloon, 
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which  rose  and  stood  awhile,  dipped  several  times,  moved  horizontally 
back  and  fortli  several  times,  then  descended.  Presuming  fh>m  aU 
these  indications  that  a  picket  guard  of  the  enemy  intended  to  annoy 
the  constractors  of  the  bridge  which  I  had  to  make  here,  I  did  not  com- 
mence it  till  I  had  crossed  a  regiment,  which  I  did  soon  alter  daylight 
in  the  morning. 

Having  deployed  a  company  of  skirmishers  on  the  immediate  bank 
of  this  side,  I  placed  two  Napoleon  guns  in  position  to  command  the 
opposite  bank,  and  sent  a  regiment  across  in  single  file  on  the  log.  The 
regiment  which  performed  this  daty  and  formed  its  line  beyond  the 
swamp  was  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York,  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Hitchcock.  The  commander  was  ordered  not  to  cross  till  three 
companies  were  over,  and  quite  an  emulation  was  excited  among  the 
captains  as  to  who  should  go  over  first.  Colonel  Hitchcock  ordered  the 
left  flank  company  forward,  and  its  commander,  Capt.  George  Micha, 
Company  A,  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Begiment  New  York  Vol- 
unteers, was  first  on  the  log  and  on  the  opposite  bank.  No  opposition 
was  made  till  the  verge  of  the  swamp  was  reached,  when  half  a  dozen 
shots  of  small-arms  were  exchanged. 

At  10.30  a.  m.  the  bridge  was  ready,  and  the  column,  with  three  days* 
rations,  moved  over  it,  leaving  behind  to  guard  the  bridge  and  train 
the  Third  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  a  battata'on  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  two  sections  of  Parrott 
guns,  one  section  of  Napoleon  guns,  and  a  company  of  cavalry.  Colonel 
Bichmond,  Third  Massachusette,  in  command. 

It  being  open  country  for  the  4  miles  to  the  next  defile.  Colonel  Lewis 
was  permitted  to  go  on  rapidly  to  it  with  the  cavalry,  followed  within 
supporting  distance  by  the  voliigeurs  of  Major  Garrard.  The  cavalry  of 
the  enemy  were  seen  upon  all  flanks  and  in  rear  by  these  forces,  cut  off 
and  scattered  by  our  movements,  and  they  were  either  left  behind  us  or 
found  some  course  other  tiian  the  road  we  traveled  to  get  away  by. 

We  marched  a  mile  or  so  beyond  where  the  road  forks  off  to  Snead's 
Ferry,  which  the  guide-post  tiiere  says  is  20  miles  distant,  and,  finding 
a  good  position,  bivouacked  at  6.15  p.  m. 

In  the  morning  I  detached  the  cavalry  to  go  back  to  the  forks,  take  the 
Snead's  Ferry  road,  and  proceed  on  that  route  and  toward  Swansbor- 
ough,  taking  into  consideration  the  imminent  prospect  there  of  unfavor- 
able weather,  as  fiar  as  he  thought  he  could,  and  join  or  communicate 
with  me  in  the  evening.  At  12  m.,  presuming  that  the  cavalry  were  at 
or  near  Swansborongh,  I  marched  back  to  and  halted  at  the  forks  of  the 
road  to  Swansborough  till  4  p.  m.,  at  which  time  the  cavalry  joined  me. 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis'  report  of  this  scout  is  appended.  It  was  now 
evident  from  our  reconnaissance  that  all  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in  this 
region  were  withdrawn  behind  the  New  Biver;  that  the  bridge  at  Jack- 
sonville had  been  destroyed  and  not  yet  rebuilt,  and  that  there  could  be 
no  point  whatever  in  marching  my  column  any  farther  away. 

No  enemy  could  be  met  with  without  going  farther  than  the  organi- 
zation and  supply  of  the  command  contemplated.  There  was  nothing 
left  undone  which  the  expedition  set  out  to  do;  nothing  more  whatever 
which  my  imagination  could  suggest  as  within  our  reach  to  be  done.  I 
therefore  returned  from  this  point  at  once  to  Young's  Cros8-Boads« 
reaching  there  at  6  p.  m.,  and  on  the  following  day,  the  10th,  pursuea 
the  route  to  New  Berne.  Of  course  there  were  many  incidents  occurring 
having  an  interesting  bearing  on  the  personnel  of  our  troops.  At  a  time 
when  I  was  in  the  front  with  the  advance  guard  of  the  cavalry  I  saw  a 
corporal  and  two  vedettes,  who  were  100  yards  out  beyond  me  on  the 
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road,  hail  and  reoeiTe  tiie  BaneDder  of  three  monnted  rebels,  nniformed 
and  armed.  A  bend  in  the  road  oonoealed  from  the  rebels  the  danger 
they  were  approaching,  and  the  corporal  and  vedettes,  though  ready, 
made  no  attempt  to  fire.  It  conld  not  have  been  performed  quieter  on 
the  stage,  and  the  balanced  self-possession  which  it  indicates  I  regard 
as  a  quality  of  the  command.  Beyond  this  I  am  satisfied  by  this  march 
that  there  is  neither  corruption  of  politics  nor  intamy-of-peace  notions 
to  taint  the  pure  patriotism  of  the  command.  It  is  glowing  with  a  de- 
sire to  enforce,  as  the  country's  true  soldiers,  a  decided  policy  of  the 
Government  for  suppressing  the  rebellion. 

Inchmed  herewith  please  find  (marked  A,  R  0,  D,  E,  and  F)*  a  copy 
of  my  instructions;  report  of  Lieut.  Ool.  G.  W.  Lewis,  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  of  scout  toward  the  seaboard;  receipt  of  department  provost- 
marshal  for  seven  prisoners,  including  a  commissioned  officer,  sergeant, 
corporal,  and  four  privates:  report  of  property  captured  by  the  cavalry; 
report  of  property  captured  by  the  i^oUigeurs'j  copy  of  my  orders  t  relat- 
ing to  the  expedition. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respeotftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBT  PRINOB, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  of  VolunteerSy  Commanding. 

Lieut.  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

A§$t  A^i,  Oen.,  BightemM  Armig  Oorpt,  New  BemSj  if.  0. 

[iBdoiaM  A.] 

Hbadquabtbbs  Eighteenth  Abht  Corps, 

New  Bemey  N.  0.,  March  5, 1863. 

Gbnebal:  By  direction  of  the  m^or-general  commanding  I  have  the 
honor  to  submit,  for  your  guidance,  the  following  points: 

Ton  wHl  proceed  with  your  command  to  Tronton  by  the  road  on 
the  south  side  of  Trent  Biver.  On  arriving  there  you  are  to  destroy 
the  Trenton  Bridge  and  the  White  Hall  Bridge.  The  enemy  iu  this 
direction  will  be  carefully  observed.  You  will  then  countermarch  your 
command  to  PoUocksville  and  Young's  Cross-Boads.  From  this  latter 
point,  after  leaving  a  strong  rear  guard  for  the  protection  of  the  wagon 
train  and  suoh  force  of  artillery  and  infantry  as  you  may  deem  need- 
ful to  hold  that  point,  you  will  push  on  toward  Onslow.  Observing 
the  enemy  in  this  direction  you  will  take  a  strong  position  with  the 
infantry  and  batteries  of  your  command,  and  send  all  the  monnted 
force  at  your  command  to  scour  thoroughly  the  country  between  the 
White  Oak  and  New  Bivers.  From  the  information  you  may  be  able 
to  obtain  you  will  be  able  to  determine  as  to  the  expediency  of  pushing 
the  reconnaissance  as  &r  as  Snead's  Ferry,  near  the  mouth  of  the  New 
Biver. 

The  object  of  this  expedition  is  to  make  a  strong  reconnaissance  in 
the  direction  of  Wilmington,  to  ascertain  the  ro^s,  the  crossings  of 
the  rivers  and  creeks,  the  position  of  the  enemy,  &c.,  and  if  possible  to 
capture  or  break  up  two  companies  of  cavalry  supposed  to  be  between 
the  White  Oak  and  New  Bivers. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN, 
Aeeistant  Adfutant-Oenerdl, 

Brig.  Gen.  Henbt  Pbinoe, 

Oomdg.  lyth  DiviHony  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

'Inolosores  B,  D,  sod  E  ace  BeportB  Kos.  8  and  9. 

t  lliey  xeUt«  solely  to  the  rontine  duties  of  troops  on  the  march  and  ace  therefoni 
omitted. 
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Provost-Marbhat/s  Offios, 
New  Bemsj  N.  0.j  March  10, 1863 

BeceiTBd  6*001  Colonel  Lewis,  Third  New  York  Gavalry,  7  prisoners, 
viz:  William  B.  Pringle,  Tenth  North  Carolina  Yolnuteers;  T.  Bi 
BnipeSi  Lient.  L.  B.  WilliamSi  Josiah  Tyson,  and  Wesley  B.  Mews, 
Bizt^-third  North  Carolina  Volnnteers;  Joseph  Grey,  deserter,  and  Z. 
M.  Caston,  citixen.* 

GEOBGE  F.  WOODMAN, 

Departmmt  PtiwmL 


No.  a. 

Export  of  Capt  David  A.  Taylofy  Third  New  York  Light  ArWlery^  Ohi^ 

Signal  Officer^  of  operaHons  Marek  5-15. 

Hdqrs.  Signal  Dbtachmbnt,  Eightrenth  A.  C, 

New  Bemoj  N  0.,  March  16, 1863. 

Sir  :  In  pnrsaanoe  to  your  orders,  on  the  5th  instant  I  detailed  two 
officers  (Lients.  Joseph  Fricker  and  E.  B.  Blagden)  to  accompany  the 
force  commanded  by  Brigadier-General  Prince  on  the  late  reconnais- 
sance to  Swansborough.  At  the  same  time  I  detailed  First  Lieat.  N. 
8.  Barstow  to  accompany  the  force  under  Colonel  Spragoe,  at  Newport 
Barracks,  which  was  to  advance  on  Swansborough  by  southern  route, 
and  Second  Lieut.  Henry  T.  Merrill  to  accompany  the  command  01 
Colonel  Pickett,  who  covered  the  right  flank  of  General  Prince's  move- 
ment. 

That  the  diflferent  forces  might  have  a  ready  and  certain  mode  of  com- 
munication I  drew  up  a  rocket  code  of  signals  for  the  use  of  tiie  officers 
on  this  expedition.  The  command  of  General  Prince  bivouacked  near 
Pollocksvfile  on  the  night  of  the  first  day's  march ;  the  command  of 
Colonel  Pickett  bivouacked  at  the  Trenton  Cross-Roads,  with  a  heavy 
picket  force  of  the  enemy  in  front,  for  the  reason  that  Colonel  Pickett 
was  going  to  attempt  a  surprise  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Merrill  did 
not  answer  the  rockets  sent  up  by  General  Prince,  as  ttie  rockets  would 
reveal  the  position  of  Colonel  Pickett^s  force  which  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  concealed.  At  3  a.  m.  of  the  6th  instant  Colonel  Pickett  surprised 
a  rebel  picket,  taking  5  prisoners  and  destroying  their  camp. 

On  the  7th  instant  Colonel  Pickett  fell  back  to  the  Pollocksville  Cross- 
Boads  to  await  the  return  of  General  Prince.  General  Prince  marched 
directly  to  Swansborough,  Colonel  Sprague  at  the  same  time  advancing 
to  the  same  point  and  reaching  there  nearly  the  same  time,  when  com- 
munication between  the  two  commands  was  immediately  opened  by 
Lieutenants  Fricker  and  Barstow. 

On  the  return  of  the  different  forces  there  was  no  occasion  for  any 
signal  communication  between  them.  All  parties  arrived  at  New  Berne 
in  time  to  take  part  in  the  skirmish  at  Fort  Anderson  on  the  14th.  On 
tile  morning  of  March  14,  immediately  after  the  attack  on  Fort  Ander- 
son, Lieutenant  Merrill  and  party  was  placed  on  board  ganboat  Shaw- 
sheen,  Lieot.  E.  B.  Blagden  and  party  on  the  HunchbtMsk,  and  Lieut. 
Joseph  Fricker,  on  the  evening  of  that  day,  on  board  the  gunboat 

*  Disoharged  ■oldier  ftom  Thirty-fifth  North  Carolina  Volimteera:  has  hia  disohaiKi 
with  him. 

O.  F.  W. 
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Heteel.  A0  wmhi  as  the  attack  oommenoed  Lieatenant  Barstow  dgoaled 
to  Lieatenant  Flicker  that  the  enemy  were  in  front  of  the  fort  in  large 
force,  with  artUlery,  and  asked  for  re-enforoements,  to  which  was  re- 
plied, ^<  Hold  ont  as  long  as  yon  can ;  re-enforcements  will  come  as 
qnickly  as  possible."  When  tiiie  gnnboats  got  into  position  their  fire 
was  directed  by  means  of  signals  by  Lientenant  Barstow,  stationed  at 
Fort  Anderson,  and  Lientenant  Merrill,  on  board  the  Shawsheen.  Lieu- 
tenant Merrill,  from  the  paddle-box  of  the  boat,  was  able  to  obtain  a 
better  view  of  the  morements  of  the  enemy  than  any  one  else.  He  so 
skillfully  directed  their  fire  that  one  of  the  enemy's  pieces  was  for  a  time 
abandoned  and  their  infantry  driven  back  some  distance.  Had  the 
garrison  of  Fort  Anderson  been  strong  enough  to  have  made  it  safe  a 
well-conducted  sortie  would  have  easily  captured  one  or  more  of  the 
enemy's  guns. 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  three  boats  went  up  the  l^euse,  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenants  Fricker,  Merrill,  and  Knox,  who,  by  their  signals, 
kept  up  a  constant  communication  between  the  different  boats  to  the 
entire  satisfaction  of  the  officers  in  command,  who  expressed  themselves 
in  terms  of  admiration  at  the  ease,  rapidity,  and  certainty  with  which 
eveiy  message  was  transmitted. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  TAYLOE, 
OapUUk  amd  Admg  Signal  Officer  m  Charge. 

.  Gen.  J.  O.  FoBTBS, 
OommmiMng  Bighteemh  Army  Oarpe. 


No.  S. 


Report  of  Lieut,  Joseph  Frieher^  Eighth  Penneglwmia  Reserve  Infamtrg^ 
Acting  Signal  Officer j  of  operations  March  5-15. 

HDQBS.  SlGNAIi  DBTAOHMHNT  BlOHTBBlfTH  ARMY  GOBP8, 

New  Bemej  March  18, 1803. 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  following  report  of  the 
expedition  under  the  command  of  General  Prince : 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  of  March  5, 1863, 1  reported  to  General 
Prince  for  signal  duty.  Left  New  Berne  at  8  o^ciock.  March  6,  and  pro- 
ceeded 3  miles  beyond  Pollocksville ;  bivouacked  ror  the  night.  Ac- 
cording to  arrangements  made  previous  to  starting  I  sent  up  two  red 
rockets,  the  first  at  9  o^dock  p.  m.,  the  second  at  ten  minutes  past  9. 
The  rockets  were  to  indicate  that  ^^  the  advance  of  our  column  is  here, 
and  all  quiet,"  but  I  received  no  reply  from  the  other  parties. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  we  started  and  advanced  on  Trenton. 
We  remained  in  Trenton  a  few  hours,  then  started  and  bivouacked 
about  6  miles  ficom  Trenton  that  night  There  was  nothing  of  any  ac- 
count took  place,  with  the  exception  of  taking  a  few  of  the  enemy's 
pickets  along  the  march. 

On  the  9&  I  received  an  order  from  General  Prince  to  accompany 
the  advance  cavalry  to  Swansboroughj  a  distance  of  16  miles,  which  I 
did.  accompanied  by  Flagmen  W.  J.  Lindsay  and  H.  P.  Baker.  When 
witoin  1  mile  of  Swansborough  the  cavalry  charged  into  the  town,  my- 
self and  flagmen  in  the  advance  carrying  a  red  signal  flag.  I  immedi- 
ately went  &wn  to  the  water's  edge  and  called  attention  from  the  party 
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on  the  opposite  side  of  Bogne  Inlet.  It  was  replied  to  by  lientenaat 
Barstow,  signal  officer,  who  accompanied  a  party  under  command  of 
(3olonel  Spragne,  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Yolnnteers.  We  sent 
several  official  messages ;  Lientenant-Golonel  Lewis,  who  was  in  com- 
mand of  the  cavalry  and  to  whom  I  was  ordered  to  report  by  General 
Prince,  sending  messages  across  the  inlet  and  receiving  reply  in  retnm. 
There  was  nothing  worthy  of  note  on  our  return  to  New  Berne. 

Immediately  on  returning  to  New  Berne  1  went  to  my  station  on  the 
south  side  of  the  Neuse  River,  a  short  distance  from  General  Foster's 
headquarters.  I  remained  there,  communicating  with  Lieutenant-OoL 
onel  Anderson  on  the  opposite  side. 

On  Saturday,  March  14,  at  5.45  a.  m.  I  received  the  following  official 
message  from  the  fort : 

To  Gonor&l  Fostkr: 

The  enemy  have  attacked  onr  pickets  with  axtiUery  aDd  inflantry.  They  are  io 
large  tbrce.    The  colonel  wants  mora  men. 

BAB8T0W. 

I  immediately  sent  the  message  to  General  Foster.  In  a  few  minutes 
the  general  came  and  told  me  to  send  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson, 
who  was  then  in  command  of  the  Ninety-second  New  York,  to  hold  out 
as  long  as  be  could  and  not  surrender  unless  he  was  compelled  to. 

I  also  received  and  sent  a  large  numbeor  of  messages  from  the  fort 
asking  for  more  troops  and  re-enforcements,  which  I  replied  to,  by 
order  from  General  Foster,  that  re-enforcements  would  be  there  in  a 
short  time  and  that  the  gunboats  were  getting  in  position.  I  also  re- 
ceived messages  directing  the  fire  of  the  gunlxMts  and  stating  the  loca- 
tion of  the  enemy.  I  also  received  messages  firom  the  gunboats  Hunch- 
back, Lockwood,  and  Shawsheen. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  I  was  ordered  on  board  the  commodore's 
boat  Hetzel ;  remained  there  until  9  a.  m..  March  15,  when  I  was  or- 
dered on  gunboat  Allison  to  proceed  up  tne  Neuse  Biver  on  a  recon- 
naissance. 

We  went  up  the  river  to  Street^s  Ferry,  a  distance  of  12  nules.  The 
^nemy  had  retreated  beyond  this  point.  We  found  four  of  the  enemy's 
pickets  'y  they  skedaddled.  We  then  shelled  the  woods  for  an  hoar, 
and  returned  to  New  Berne  the  same  day. 

With  great  respect,  I  remain,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  FBIGKBB, 
First  LiettLj  Sth  Pa.  B.  V.  0.,  amd  Aetg.  8ig.  Officer  18^  A.  0. 

Gapt.  D.  A.  Tatlob, 

OkirfAetiing  Signal  Officer ^  HighteeiUk  Army  Ooirpe. 


No.i. 


B/^^i^  of  Surg,  PUkin  B.  Biee,  One  hundred  and  thir^'eeeand  New  York 

Infantrg^  Chief  Medical  Officer. 

Hdqbs.  First  Bbig.,  Fifth  Diy.,  Sightbbnth  A.  O., 

New  BemCf  March  12, 18d3. 

Gaptain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  ex- 
pedition  just  returned : 

The  division,  commanded  by  Brig.  QtaiL  Henry  Prince,  comprised  of 
the  two  brigades  commanded^  respectively,  by  Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  Spinola 
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and  OoL  James  Jonrdan,  together  with  two  batteries  of  artillery,  under 
the  oommaDd  of  M%jor  Stone,  and  foar  companies  of  cavalry,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  left  Kew  Berne  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  6th  instant,  and  after  marching  over  good  roads  with  no 
difficult  streams  to  cross,  making  18  miles,  bivouacked  for  the  night  in 
a  large  open  field  on  high  dry  ground  contiguous  to  an  abundance  of 
wood  and  excellent  water. 

The  men  of  the  several  inflAntry  regiments,  viz,  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first,  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth,  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
eighth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  com- 
prising Brigadier-General  Spinola's  command,  and  the  One  hundred 
and  fifty-eighth  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  Volun- 
teers, toge&er  with  the  Third  Massachusetts  Militia,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Jourdan,  bore  the  march  exceedingly  well;  none  sick;  a  few 
complaining  of  sore  feet,  occasioned  by  ill-fitting  boots. 

The  second  day  the  regiment  left  camp  in  light  marching  order, 
traveled  6  miles  and  returned  to  the  camp  of  the  previous  night,  the 
route  being  over  a  dry  sandy  road  with  no  formidable  streams  to  pass. 
After  a  halt  of  two  hours,  to  enable  the  men  to  rest  and  prepare  thetr 
rations,  the  march  was  resumed  over  a  road  about  3  miles  of  which  was 
through  low  swampy  ground.  At  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  after  accomplishing 
22  miles,  encamped  on  high  dry  ground  adjacent  to  wood  and  running 
water.  On  this  day's  march  the  men  suffered  considerably  from  blis- 
tered feet;  none,  however,  reported  sick. 

The  next  morning,  March  8.  at  daybreak  broke  camp,  and  leaving 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eignth  Pennsylvania  and  Third  Massachu- 
setts Militia  as  a  gnard  to  the  wagon  train,  crossed  White  Oak  River 
and  traveled  14  miles;  bivouacked  in  a  pine  grove  5  miles  from  the  junc- 
tion of  the  Swansborough  and  Kew  Berne  Crossroads,  near  to  a  full 
supply  of  good  water.  Next  day  at  1  p.  m.  resumed  the  line  of  march 
and  returned  to  our  former  camping  ground  at  White  Oak  Hiver. 

At  7  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  the  column  took  up  its  direc- 
tion homeward.  During  the  early  part  of  the  day  the  roads  were  ex- 
cellent, but  heavy  rain  setting  in  about  noon  rendered  them  heavy  and 
the  march  very  fatiguing;  nevertheless  the  various  regiments  reached 
their  camps  about  8.30  p.  m.,  and  no  stragglers  reported. 

The  entire  march  was  i)erformed  in  good  order  and  unattended  with 
any  casualty ;  very  few  men  were  sufficiently  sick  to  be  conveyed  in 
ambulances;  the  principal  complaint  was  sore  feet,  the  result  of  chaf- 
ing, confined  almost  entirely  to  those  who  wore  heavy  boots.  The  con- 
trast in  this  respect  between  the  boot  and  Government  shoe  was  very 
marked  and  exhibited  the  superiority  of  the  latter  and  absolute  neces- 
sity of  every  infantry  soldier  substituting  it  for  the  boot  on  the  march. 
Frequent  bathing  with  cold  water  afforded  great  relief,  and  on  the  last 
day's  march  of  22  miles  but  little  complaint  was  heard.  The  rations 
provided  for  the  regiments  were  abundant  and  of  excellent  quality. 
Fresh  beef  was  ftimished  three  days  out  of  five. 

This  report  is  written  on  the  second  day  after  the  return  of  the  troops, 
and  the  effects  of  the  march  on  the  physical  condition  and  health  of  the 
men  appear  to  be  more  beneficial  than  otherwise.  The  sick  repoi  ts 
from  the  various  regiments  this  morning  are  even  less  than  usuaJ. 

BespectfuUy  submitted. 

P.  B.  BIOE, 

Surgwn. 

Oapt.  S.  W.  WiLDBON, 

AuiitaiU 
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Ko.5. 

Bqtart  of  Lieut  Francis  U.  Farquharj  U.  8.  Oarpt  of  Bngineerij  OM^ 

Engineer  Fightemui  Army  Corps. 

HBADQUABTEB8  ElGHTEEirrH  COBPS  J^ASXAEj 

New  Bemey  March  12, 1863. 

8iB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  acoordanoe  with  yonr  orders 
I  joined  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Prince  on  the  6th  instant. 

The  command  moved  along  the  Pollocksville  road  on  the  south  side 
of  the  Trent  After  passing  Bricks  Creek  the  general  direction  of  the 
road  was  a  very  little  north  of  west.  As  far  as  Mill  Creek  the  road  was 
only  tolerable,  but  after  the  rain  it  was  very  bad.  We  found  it  neces- 
sary to  build  the  bridge  across  Mill  Creek,  which  occasioned  a  halt  of 
the  advance  guard  of  two  hours.  After  passing  the  creek  the  road  was 
firm  and  good.  From  Pollocksville  the  road  bore  nearly  west  Our  first 
day's  march  ended  at  the  Mill  Creek,  near  McDaniel's  plantation.  On 
th^  7th  the  march  was  resumed  toward  Trenton.  With  the  exception  of 
the  crossing  of  the  creek  near  McDaniel's  the  road  was  good.  The  creek 
near  Trenton  could  not  well  be  forded  by  field  artillery  when  the  creek 
is  high.  The  Trenton  Bridge  was  destroyed,  as  was  also  the  White  Hall 
Bridge.  From  reliable  information  we  learned  that  there  was  a  bridge 
known  as  the  Quaker  Bridge,  and  another  bridge  above  White  Hall  and 
below  Tuckahoe  Creek.  There  is  also  a  smfdl  neighborhood  bridge 
known  as  Wilcox's  Bridge,  about  6  miles  firom  Trenton.  However,  these 
bridges  are  not  absolutely  necessary,  as  at  the  ordinary  height  of  water 
the  stream  is  fordable  in  many  places  above  Trenton. 

The  road  from  Few  Berne  to  Trenton  affords  many  good  placcb  for 
camping,  e8x>ecially  after  passing  Mill  Creek,  water  and  wood  being  abun- 
dant. At  Trenton  the  command  countermarched  and  returned  to  McDan- 
iel's plantation,  where  we  had  camped  the  previous  night  From  thence 
we  took  a  road  bearing  south  by  east  for  5  miles  and  southeast  for  3, 
which  brought  us  to  Young's  Cross-Boads.  This  road  passed  for  the 
greater  part  through  an  extensive  pocoson.  The  road  was  bad  in  some 
places.  About  Young's  Cross-Boads  the  ground  was  good  for  camping. 
Here  our  day's  march  ended.  The  bridge  across  White  Oak  River  wafi 
destroyed,  and  would  have  been  rebuilt  during  the  night,  but  the  troops 
and  negroes  were  very  tired,  having  marched  nearly  22  miles,  and  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  on  the  other  side  of  the  stream.  On  the  morning 
of  the  Stb  instant  the  troops  crossed  at  6.45.  By  9.30  the  bridge  was 
finished.  The  general  direction  of  the  road  toward  Jacksonville  south 
by  one-half  east  The  country  is  slightly  undulating.  On  the  west  side 
of  the  road  for  8  or  9  miles  is  an  extensive  pocoson,  from  which  flow 
many  small  tributaries  of  the  White  Oak  Biver.  Through  this  semi- 
swamp  run  many  roads,  at  most  times  impracticable  for  wagons,  but 
through  which  with  great  toil  inflEintry  might  march.  About  4}  mUes 
from  White  Oak  Biver  there  is  a  church  known  as  <<The  Tabernacle," 
near  which  the  road  forks,  the  left  fork  leading  direct  to  Swansborongh, 
the  distance  to  latter  place  being  13  miles;  the  right-hand  road  leads  to 
Jacksonville,  the  distance  being  16  miles.  About  4  miles  from  this  fork 
the  road  again  forks,  the  right-hand  fork  leading  to  Jacksonville,  the  left 
direct  to  Snead's  Ferry,  passing  through  Piney  Green.  Near  this  latter 
fork  the  command  bivou  icked  for  tiie  nfght 

The  next  morning,  with  the  cavalry  for  an  escort,  I  made  a  recon- 
naissance to  Swansborongh.  We  took  the  Snead's  Ferry  road  as  far 
as  Piney  Green ;  then  we  turned  to  the  left  toward  Swansborongh. 
From  Piney  Green  to  Bwanaborongh  the  distance  is  12  miles,  and  to 
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Siiflad?8  Feny  15  miles.    The  roads  are  quite  good,  being  of  sand,  but 
the  ooantry  is  flat,  and  in  wet  seasons  wonld  not  afford  good  camping 
gronnds.    Swansborongh  is  a  small  place,  easily  defended,  and  can  be 
approaohed  by  yessels  drawing  8  feet  of  water.  After  spendin  g  two  hoars 
at  Swansborongh,  dnring  whidi  time  commnnicated  with  General  Potter, 
we  oonntermarched  for  2f  miles,  when  we  took  the  right-hand  road  and 
joined  the  infantry  at  Morton's,  near  <^The  Tabernade."    We  then 
marched  on  to  Young's  Oross-Boads,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night. 
The  next  morning  we  marched  for  New  Berne  via  PoUocksville. 
Accompanying  tMs  report  is  a  sketch  of  the  roads  x>as8ed  over.* 
Hoping  that  the  information  gained  may  be  nsefhl,  I  have  the  honor 
to  be,  general,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

FBAK0I8  U.  FAEQT7HAB, 
Second  Lieut.  U.  8.  Engr9.y  and  Ohie/Engr.  ISth  Corps  WArmie. 

Oen.  J.  O.  Foster. 


Ko.  6. 

fiqpori  of  Ooh  SUoi  P.  Riohmondj  Third  Massachwetts  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Thibd  Bbot.  Mabsaohusetts  Vol.  Militia, 
Camp  Jourdany  New  Bemej  N.  0.,  March  12, 1863. 

GoLONEL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  myself  and  command  in  the  recent  expedition  under  the  com- 
mand of  O^eral  Prince : 

On  the  evening  of  the  5th  instant  I  received  orders  to  march  at  6 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning  with  three  days'  cooked  rations. 

Mareh  6. — ^Formed  regimental  line  at  6  a.  m.,  and  almost  immediately 
after  joined  a  column  consisting  of  Prince's  division  and  took  up  t^e  Ihie 
<^  march  toward  PoUocksville.  I  marched  24  officers  and  529  men.  After 
crossing  the  Trent  Biver  I  received  an  order  detailing  myself  and  com- 
mand to  the  responsible  and  laborious  position  of  escort  to  the  subsist- 
ence train,  which  consisted  of  nearly  100  wagons  heavily  laden.  I  made 
the  following  distribution  of  my  regiment:  Two  companies  in  advance, 
four  companies  in  the  center,  and  three  companies  in  the  rear  of  the  train. 
We  made  good  progress  for  about  6  miles,  after  which  we  encountered 
bad  places  in  the  road,  which  caused  much  delay  and  hard  labor,  but 
we  Anally  succeeded  in  bringing  the  whole  train  to  the  place  of  bivouac 
at  about  10  p.  m.  This  was  on  the  McDaniel's  plantation,  4  miles  beyond 
PoUocksville.    The  distance  marched  this  day  was  said  to  be  18  mUes. 

Mareh  7. — ^Early  this  morning  I  received  orders  to  park  the  train  in 
the  best  possible  positioiK  and  with  my  regiment,  a  section  of  Morrison's 
battery,  and  a  platoon  of  cavalry  remain  and  defend  it.  I  sent  out  the 
cavidiy  as  patrols  and  five  of  my  companies  as  pickets  in  different  c^rec- 
tions.  holding  the  remainder  of  my  command  in  a  position  near  the  train, 
whicn  I  had  parked  near  tiie  center  of  a  broad  field.  During  the  morn- 
ing the  main  column  marched  to  Trenton  and  returned  without  meeting 
any  opposing  force.  Nothing  of  importance  happened  at  the  place  of 
bivouac  during  the  absence  of  the  commanding  general.  At  3  p.  m.  the 
whole  force  took  up  the  line  of  march  toward  Young's  Cross-Boads. 
My  regiment  was  detaUed  to  march  in  the  rear  of  the  train  and  a  com- 

Ky  of  cavalry  in  my  rear.    The  roads  were  exceedingly  bad,  and  I 
to  detail  a  large  number  of  my  men  to  go  forward  and  assist  in  get 
ting  the  wagons  over  the  bad  places.    The  train  moved  very  slowly, 

*  Omitted  as  nnimporlftnt. 
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the  teams  being  frequently  Btnck.  We  arriTed  at  the  place  of  biyoaae 
(Youug's  Oross-Boads)  with  the  whole  train  at  3  a.  m.  on  the  morning 
of  the  8th,  having  marched  about  10  miles. 

March  8. — ^My  regiment  with  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania Volunteers,  Belger's  battery,  and  a  small  company  of  cavalry, 
the  whole  being  under  my  command,  were  detached  from  the  column 
and  ordered  to  hold  this  place  while  the  main  column  moved  on  toward 
Swansborough.  The  larger  portion  of  the  subsistence  train  was  left  with 
us.  My  whole  force  amounted  to  1,120  men.  I  immediately  parked  the 
train  in  a  large  field  near  White  Oak  Biver,  threw  out  strong  infantry 
pickets  with  cavalry  patrols  beyond  on  the  different  roads,  di8]K>8ed  of 
the  remainder  of  my  force  to  the  best  of  my  judgment  for  defense,  and 
awaited  the  result.    The  remainder  of  the  day  x>a8sed  very  quietly. 

March  9. — The  night  passed  without  any  occurrence  of  importance,  as 
also  did  the  day  until  6  p.  m.,  when  the  main  column  returned,  the  ad- 
vance reporting  to  have  been  to  Swansborough  without  meeting  the 
enemy  in  force.  During  the  absence  of  the  general  my  cavalry  patroled 
the  roads  as  far  as  PoUocksville  in  the  rear  and  some  9  miles  to  the  right 
on  the  opposite  side  of  White  Oak  Biver,  and  also  about  15  miles  on  the 
road  to  Peletier's  Mill,  meeting  no  opposing  force  or  signs  of  the  enemy. 
The  whole  column  again  bivouacked  here  for  the  nightl 

March  10. — Had  the  train  straightened  out  and  my  regiments  in  line 
before  7  a.  m.,  but  had  to  wait  some  time  for  the  First  Brigade,  they 
having  the  advance,  my  regiment  coming  next  in  column,  the  train  fol- 
lowing, and  the  remainder  of  the  Second  Brigade  in  the  rear.  The  col- 
umn moved  at  about  8  a.  m.,  taking  the  direct  road  to  PoUocksville.  On 
arriving  at  the  last-named  place,  in  accordance  with  orders  I  halted  my 
regiment  and  the  train  until  all  the  force  in  the  rear  had  passed  on;  we 
then  moved  on.  Colonel  Jourdan  destroyed  the  bridge  after  we  crossed. 
It  now  commenced  to  rain  very  heavily  and  continued  to  do  so  about 
two  hours.  This  rendered  the  roads  very  bad  indeed.  My  regiment 
was  distributed  through  the  train  in  the  same  manner  as  on  the  first 
day  out.  We  moved  very  slowly  and  with  much  hard  labor  in  assisting 
the  train.  The  head  of  the  train  reached  Kew  Berne  about  9  o'clock, 
but  the  rear  did  not  get  in  until  after  11  p.  m.  The  distance  marched 
this  day  was  22  miles. 

Both  my  officers  and  men  were  very  much  exhausted  with  their  con- 
stant exertions  to  assist  the  train  along.  There  were  no  severe  casual- 
ties in  my  command  during  the  expedition.  1  am  pleased  to  say  that 
although  my  command  occupied  the  hardest  and  most  responsible  posi- 
tion during  the  entire  expedition,  yet  there  was  but  very  little  con- 
plaint,  the  men,  with  but  few  exceptions,  doing  their  duty  nobly. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

S,  P.  BICHMOND, 
OoUmelj  Commanding  Third  MasaachuseUs. 

Col.  J.  JOUBDAN,  Comdg.  2d  Brig.j  5th  Div.^  l^th  A.  0. 


No.  7. 

Bepwri  of  Col.  Augustus  B,  B.  Spragucj  Fiftg  first  Massachusetts  Ltfamtrp. 

HDQR8.  Fifty-first  Massaohusstts  Begiuert, 

BeoAtforty  N.  C,  March  11, 1863. 

GoLONBL :  In  obedience  to  instructions  from  department  headquar- 
ters I  left  Newport  Barracks  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  instant  with 
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Oompanies  6, 0,  D,  H,  and  I^  of  my  xegiment,  a  Beotion  of  Lee's  battery, 
Lieatenant  Gady,  and  Oaptam  Moschell's  company  of  Third  New  York 
Oavalry. 

Passing  through  the  poooson  around  the  head  of  Big  Broad  Greek 
we  arrivMl  at  Gedar  Point,  opposite  Swansborough,  some  18  miles  from 
Newport,  about  4  o'clock  on  the  afternoon  of  the  7th. 

The  steamer  Wilson  did  not  mi^e  her  appearance  at  the  month  of 
the  White  Oak  12iver  as  arranged,  and  as  no  other  transportation  conld 
be  procured  to  cross  the  riyer  (about  1^  miles  wide  at  this  place)  the 
troops  went  into  bivouac  in  the  woods  at  Gedar  Point.  On  the  morn- 
ing of  the  8th,  tiie  Wilson  not  having  arrived,  I  accompanied  Gaptain 
Moschell's  company  of  New  York  cavalry  on  a  reconnaissance  up  the 
east  side  of  White  Oak  Greek  to  a  point  called  Dorton's  Ferry  (about 
16  miles  distant  from  the  Point  by  road),  about  6  miles  from  Smith's 
Mill,  or  Young's.  En  route  we  passed  over  Pettiford's,  Hadnot^s,  and 
Hunter's  Greeks;  examined  Dorton's  Ferry,  long  since  abandoned  as  a 
thoroughfare  and  entirely  impracticable  as  such  in  consequence  of  the 
extended  marsh  over  which  a  road  must  necessarily  be  built  to  the  river 
bank.  The  marsh  which  borders  the  river  at  this  point  is  nearly  a  mile 
in  width  and  the  river  in  the  vicinity  about  200  feet  broad. 

There  is  no  ferry  or  ford  between  the  Point  and  the  mouth  of  the 
White  Oak  Biver.  We  returned  to  Gedar  Point,  arriving  at  the  camp 
soon  after  dark. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  communicated  with  Lieutenant-Golonel 
Lewis,  who  had  rmshed  Swansborough,  coming  down  on  the  other  side 
of  the  river  with  a  detachment  of  TlSrd  New  York  Gavalry. 

At  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  10th  instant,  left  Gedar  Point  and  returned  tq 
Newport  Barracks. 

Saw  nothing  of  the  enemy  during  our  advance  and  absence,  and  am 
convinced  that  they  do  not  otoss  white  Oak  Biver  in  force,  and  that 
Swansborough  has  only  been  occupied  by  some  15  or  20  of  the  enemy 
as  an  outpost. 

Brigadier-General  Potter,  chief  of  stafl^  joined  me  in  the  expedition, 
and  I  respectfully  refer  to  mm  in  the  matter  of  details,  relative  to  ferry, 
f^rds,  depth  and  width  of  rivers,  &c,  in  conformity  to  original  instruc- 
tions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  B.  SPBAOUE, 
Oolanel  Fifty-firH  MassaohmetU  EegvmmL 

Ueut.  Gol.  SouTHABD  Hoffman. 

A99itiant  Aiffutamt-Omeralj  mghiemtk  Army  Carps. 


No.  8. 
BtpartB  o/LieuL  Col  Oearge  W.  Xeirit,  Third  New  York  Oavalry. 

Headquabtbbs  Thibd  New  Yobk  Gavalby, 

New  Berne,  N.  a,  Mareh  11, 1863. 

Gbnebal  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  follow 
big  order,  vis — 

HxA;>QUAimK8  Fifth  Division^  Eigbtbkmth  Army  Corps, 

Biwmae  in  FIM,  March  9,  ie()3— 6  a.  m. 

Lieot^  iBnt-Colonel  Lewis,  with  the  oaTalry  and  voMgeurt,  will  reconnoiter  upon 
the  toed  leading  from  this  point  to  Bnead's  Feny,  and  wiU  pass  from  it  toward 
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Bwansbovoiigli.  going  as  flir  <m  boili  wmtei  as  be  may  ooncldar  Dradent^  taUM  into 
ecoiaidentioa  tiie  thxeatenlng  state  of -the  weaHiar,  so  as  to  Join  the  main  hoaj  >j 
nifl^t  or  commimicate  with  it. 
ay  oommand  of  Brigadier-General  Plinee: 

B.  W.  WALDBON,  Jb., 


I  atarted  with  four  oompanias  of  my  legiment  and  one  mounted  howit- 
zer and  150  mounted  men.  nnder  Mii|)or  Gktfrardi  in  the  direction  of 
Swansboroogh,  whieh  roaa  interaeots  the  road  to  Jacksonville  via 
Snead's  Ferry  at  Piney  Green.  11  miles  fh>m  Jacksonville  and  13  from 
Swansborough.  Halting  at  Finey  Green  I  sent  a  detachment  up  the 
road  to  SnesSl's  Ferry,  2  miles  or  more;  they  r^orting  nothing  in  that 
direction,  I  moved  on  to  Swansborough,  arriving  there  at  11  a.  m.,  com- 
mnnioating  with  Qeoenl  Potter,  at  Hill's  plantation,  directly  opposite 
Swansboroagh,  through  lieuteDant  Fricker,  the  signal  officer  accom- 
panying my  command.  General  Potter  immediately  crossed  to  Swans- 
borough  in  a  small  boat. 

Aft^  remaining  at  Swansborough  nearly  three  hours  1  took  up  the 
line  of  march  and  joined  the  left  of  the  column,  under  your  command, 
at  the  forks  of  the  road,  5  miles  from  Young's  Oross-Boads,  at  5  p.  m. 

During  the  march  we  captured  three  Oonfederate  soldiers,  one  a  pa- 
roled prisoner  named  Gaston,  who  was  not  yet  exchanged ;  one  by  Uie 
same  name  who  claims  to  have  been  recentiy  discharged,  and  Private 
William  B.  Pringle,  Tenth  North  Garolina  Volunteers,  who  was  visiting 
Swansborough  on  a  furlough. 

On  my  advance  I  capturod  several  dtixens,  taking  them  to  Swans- 
borough, but  returning  them  to  their  homes  on  my  return.  I  ascer- 
tained by  inquiries  all  along  the  route  that  the  rebel  pickets  had  left 
the  day  before  for  Jacksonville. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
LieutenanPOoUmely  Oammandimg  Third  New  Yiprk  Oaidlrff. 


er-General  Pbinob, 
Oammamding  Fifth  DivUioHy  Bightemih  Armff  Oarpa. 


Hbaoquabtbbs  Thibd  Nbw  York  Cavaiay, 

New  Beme^  N  0.,  Mareh  12, 1863. 

Gbneral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  follo?7ing  list  of  property 
taken  by  my  command  during  the  recent  march,  viz : 

Horass......  ..................................................................  6 

light  wagons S 

Cayalxy  sabers  and  belts 3 

Jaek. 1 

Jennies S 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  LEWIS, 
Oamnumdimg  Third  New  York  OavaHfy. 

Brigadier-General  Pbincb, 

lyih  DiviHony  Bighteenih  Army  Corps. 
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Vo.9 
Bipcrt  of  Mt^.  Jpp^M  Qivrrwrdy  TMrd  Ntrw  York  Owfdlrf. 

HBADQUABTB&S  YOJLTiaBXTBS, 

,  — ,18«a. 

List  of  proper^  taken  on  maroh  made  by  General  Prinoe^s  diTiakm 
by  M%|.  Jeptha  Grarrardy  oommanding  volUg&m's: 

Hones 2 

Colt 1 

Roggies 2 

for bnggy  •.•...,•••.••«•....•...•.............................••......  1 

JBPTHA  OABBABDy 
Me^j  Third  Kew  Ywrk  Cavalry^  Oomdg.  VolHffeum. 

Oaptain  Waij>bon,  Jil, 


MKBJBR  7-8,  IMS.— XeeouiaiiHUioo  from  BnJMk  sad  ■Mymfaii  (9fh)  smut 

Windsor,  Va. 

Report  of  OoL  Okarlm  0.  Dodge.  Firwt  BatUOUm  New  Torh  Momted 

Biflee. 

Hbadquabtbbs  Mountjbd  Biplbs, 

auffolky  Va.,  March  9, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  haye  the  honor  to  anbmit  the  following  report  of  a  late  reoon- 
naissanoe  at  Smithfield^  Black  water,  fto.: 

In  acoordanoe  with  instmctions  from  general  headquarters  I  started 
with  abont  450  of  my  command  and  one  field  howitser  on  the  evening 
of  the  7th  instant  fixr  the  Isle  of  Wight  Gourt-Honse,  and  thence  to 
Smithfield,  where  I  remained  till  abont  9  a.  m.  on  Sanday,  the  8th  in- 
stant. No  enemy  were  discovered,  although  the  day  before  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Taliaferro  was  reported  there  with  a  small  party.  He  had  un- 
doubtedly returned  across  the  river  by  Broadwater  or  ^^roctor's  Bridge. 
Making  the  cross-roads  my  headquarters,  strong  scouting  parties  care- 
fully reconnoitered  the  vicinity  for  a  circle  of  10  miles,  but  met  no  en- 
emy. The  inhabitants  of  this  district  assured  us  tluat  since  Fryer's  raid 
tiiere  some  two  months  ago  no  large  force  has  visited  the  town.  A  few 
mounted  rebels  occasionally  appear,  but  do  not  remain  any  time.  I  am 
confident  all  that  district,  including  Surry  Oourt-House,  may  be  safely 
considered  free  from  them.  From  Smithfield  we  proceeded  via  Benn's 
Church  to  Chuckatuck,  where  we  spent  the  night  Every  effort  was 
made  to  gain  information  as  regards  the  enemy  and  their  visits  to  this 
place,  and  our  exertion  satisfied  me  that,  excepting  on  one  or  two  occa- 
sions, never  more  than  two  or  three  Confederate  soldiers  had  dared  to 
enter  the  peninsula.  These  persons  came  to  see  their  relations,  &c.,  and 
seldom  have  done  any  one  an  injury.  I  believe,  however,  forage,  bacon, 
&c.,  have  been  sent  from  there  to  Zuni  and  Petersburg  in  times  past, 
bat  none  whatever  can  be  found  now.  and  the  disadvantage  of  this 
therefore  exists  no  longer.  The  guerrillas  have  burned  down  the  only 
bridges  leading  direct  frrom  Chuckatuck  toward  Suffolk  or  Windsor. 

On  the  a.  m.  of  the  9th  instant  we  were  obliged  to  make  a  detour  of 
some  miles,  improvise  a  bridge,  and  proceed  toward  Barber's  Cross- 
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Boads  and  Windaor,  aniviiiR  about  10  a.  m.  Parties  were  at  onoe  Bent 
out  toward  Blackwater  Bridge  and  ZunL  The  former  had  not  pro- 
ceeded tar  when  its  advance  gnard,  in  taming  asharpbendin  the  road« 
suddenly  came  npon  the  advance  of  a  small  force  of  the  enemy  em  route 
for  Windsor.  Shots  were  exchanged,  and  my  advance  at  onoe  ordered 
to  charge.  This  they  dLd  well,  the  main  column  supporting  Uiem  at  as 
close  a  distance  as  possible.  At  our  first  fire,  however,  the  enemy, 
whom  we  learned  to  be  some  50  of  Olaibome's  Oonfederate  cavaliy 
(Seventh  Begiment),  turned  and  fled  precipitately.  Lieut.  Thomas 
Freeborn,  witii  Squadron  D,  pursued  them  at  his  utmost  speed,  driv- 
ing them  vigorously,  the  entire  column  following  at  the  gallop;  but  as 
they  had  some  half  a  mile  the  start  of  us  and  fresh  horses  it  was  im- 
IK>ssible  to  come  up  with  them,  although  we  followed  to  within  half  a 
mile  of  Blackwater  Bridge  at  the  most  rapid  gait  in  our  power.  They 
crossed  the  river  at  once  upon  the  pontoon  bridge  there.  Lieutenant 
Freeborn  and  M%jor  Wheelan  succeeded,  however,  in  capturing  four 
men  and  horses,  with  several  rifles,  shotguns,  &c,  which  the  enemy 
had  thrown  away  in  their  flight.  The  prisoners  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
provost-marshal,  awaiting  such  examination  and  disposition  as  you  may 
decide.  Believing  it  imprudent  to  attempt  to  force  the  bridge,  consid- 
ering the  force  we  knew  to  be  there  and  the  wearied  condition  of  our 
men  and  horses,  we  returned  with  our  captures  to  Windsor.  The  party 
going  towajrd  Zuni  went  to  within  sight  of  the  river  banks,  but  met  no 
force  on  this  side,  although  pickets,  as  usual,  were  discovered  on  the 
other. 

Thus  the  entire  section  of  country  which  I  guard  has  been  most  care- 
folly  reconnoitered,  and,  I  trust,  to  the  genend's  satisfoetion.  The  con- 
duct of  my  men  has  been  eveiyuung  that  could  be  desired,  and  all  of 
the  regimental  officers  and  men  are  but  the  more  eager  horn  the  experi- 
ence of  to-day  to  meet  the  enemy  in  a  foir  fight,  that  they  may  then 
prove,  as  they  have  often  before,  the  ii\justice  of  late  reports  ciroulated 
by  malicious  parties  concerning  the  demoralication,  &c.,  of  the  Mounted 
Bifles.  Not  a  man  has  been  lost,  nor,  I  can  safely  say,  a  pennyworth 
of  property  destroyed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  general,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

OHABLBS  O.  DODOB, 

Maj.  B.  B.  FosTBB, 

AeeieUmt  AdfuUmt-OenemL 


KABCH  7-14, 1868.— Expedition  firam  Vew  Bene  to  Mattamuskeot  Lake, 

V.  0. 

Bepart  of  Col,  David  B.  Morris^  One  hundred  and  ftret  Pennsylvania  In- 
fantry. 

Hdqbs.  One  httitobbd  and  first  Begt.  Pa.  Vols., 

yew  Berne,  N.  0.,  March  17, 1883. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  my  report  of  the  ex- 
pedition under  my  command  around  Lake  Mattamuskeet,  Hyde  County, 
North  Carolina. 

In  obedience  to  instructions  from  corps  headquarters  of  Mandi  7  I 
embarked  the  troops  under  my  command,  viz.  One  hundred  and  first 
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and  One  tanndred  and  third  BegimentB  PennftylTania  Yolnnteen,  Com- 
pany F,  Third  New  York  Oaval^,  and  one  piece  and  caisson  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  on  the  afternoon  of  7th  instant,  on  board  the  North- 
erner and  Escort  Accompanied  by  the  North  State  and  two  soows,  we 
proceeded  to  Swan  Quarter,  Hyde  Oonnty,  arriving  at  7  o'clock  a.  m., 
Sth  instant,  and  the  gunboat  Allison  at  once  proceeded  to  Boee  Bay 
Bridge  to  prevent  its  reconstmction. 

After  eight  or  ten  honrs  delay,  caused  by  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
Northerner  failing  to  go  nearer  than  about  18  miles  to  the  landing,  wecom- 
menoed  debarking  the  troops  in  the  afternoon  of  the  8th  instant.  Seven 
companies  of  infantry  and  one  platoon  of  cavalry,  with  howitzer,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Armor,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsvl- 
vania  Volunteers,  were  debarked  and  marched  to  Swan  Quarter,  1}  miles 
from  the  landing,  arriving  about  5  o'clock  p.  m.  The  remainder  of  the 
troope  debarked  at  11  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  and  proceeded 
to  Swan  Quarter.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  Captain  Bichardson,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  we  then  advanced  in  two  columns,  one  in  a  south- 
west direction,  under  command  of  Col<«d  Morris,  the  other  in  a  north- 
west direction,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Armor,  forming  a 
junction  at  Mason's  house  at  the  earthwork,  distant  about  8  miles  ftom 
Swan  Quarter,  where  we  bivouacked  for  the  night,  after  posting  our 
picket.  During  the  night  our  picket  captored  1  man  (Thomas  Yoliva), 
attempting  to  £re  upon  the  pi^et 

We  resumed  the  line  of  march  at  6.30 o'clock  a.  m.,  10th  instant,  pro- 
ceeding around  the  lake  from  north  to  east,  marching  25  miles,  and 
bivouacked  for  the  night  on  Spencer's  fEum.  At  6  o'clock  a.  m.,  11th 
instant,  resumed  the  march;  arrived  at  Swan  Quarter  about  6  o'clock 
p.  m.,  having  marched  90  miles.  During  the  10th  and  11th  it  rained 
almoBt  incessantly,  consequently  the  roads  were  very  bad.  No  armed 
force  at  any  point  was  to  be  seen. 

A  few  stragglers,  whose  names  were  on  the  guerrilla  muster-roll,  were 
captured  and  brought  to  New  Berne.  A  few  others,  supposed  to  belong 
to  the  company,  were  also  brought  with  us — 11  in  all.  They  are  now 
in  the  huids  of  the  provost-mar&al  at  New  Berne. 

About  60  citizens  were  made  prisoners,  but  released  at  Swan  Quar- 
ter upon  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance.  From  the  best  information 
that  could  be  obtained  the  band  of  guerrillas  in  this  county  were  scat- 
tered about  in  small  parties  of  from  6  to  8,  through  the  almost  impass- 
able swamps. 

Quite  a  number  of  horses,  oxen,  and  carts  were  captured,  but  the 
greater  pait  were  abandoned,  not  deeming  them  of  sufficient  value  to 
wannul  the  delay  of  transportation  and  expense  of  subsistence.  On 
the  morning  of  the  12th  instant  Captain  Bichardson,  with  300  men  and 
all  available  transportation,  was  sent  out  7  miles,  to  the  farm  of  Judge 
I>onald,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  a  quantity  of  cotton,  com,  and 
bacon. 

The  following  is  an  approximate  list  of  all  the  property  turned  over 
to  the  proper  authorities:  Seventeen  horses:  13  buggies;  1  yoke  oxen: 
1  schooner,  Snow  Squall,  of  Washington,  of  about  35  tons  burden ;  8 
cart-loads  cotton  (small  portion  unginned),  not  baled;  about  1,500 
pounds  bacon ;  about  400  bushels  com ;  about  40  slaves,  who  followed 
us  to  the  landing.  We  embarked  on  the  13th  instant  and  arrived  at 
New  Beme  on  14th  instant.  The  only  buildings  burned  by  my  order 
were  the  outbuildings  of  a  farm-house  near  Fairfield,  in  which  we 
found  a  rebel  officer's  ooat,  ammunition,  &c.  I  regret  to  state  that  a 
mall  mill  at  Swan  Quarter  was  flied  and  bumed,  and  alsoa  bam  filled 
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with  oom  adjoining  Spenoei's  turn  was  burned  by  an  unknown  party; 
also  a  numbcur  of  stacks  of  fodder  on  the  fum  ^  Jndge  Donald  was 
bnmed  withoat  my  order. 

I  would  also  call  attention  to  a  lack  of  proper  discipline  among  the 
line  officers  of  the  One  hnndred  and  third  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Vol- 
unteers. They  seem  to  have  little  or  no  oonto>l  over  their  commands, 
and  lack  energy  to  enforce  proper  discipline.  To  this  tiiere  are  some 
exceptions. 

The  One  hundred  and  First  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  also 
lacks  discipline,  which  I  attribute  to  my  long  absence  from  it,  but  which 
in  the  course  of  time  I  will  bring  about  again.  As  an  instance  of  in- 
subordination in  the  One  hundred  and  th&d  Begiment  Pennsylvania 
Volunteers,  while  emlMbrking  on  board  the  Northerner  from  the  steamer 
Bscort  the  officers  and  men,  contrtffy  to  repeated  orders^  rushed  ibrward 
before  the  boat  could  be  made  fiist  to  such  an  extent  as  to  endanger 
life  and  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  officers  of  the  boat  to  manage 
her.  Having  repeated  the  order  for  the  men  to  remain  in  their  places 
and  await  orders,  and  all  to  no  effect,  I  seized  a  gun  and  fired  down  the 
side  of  the  boat  lor  the  puri>ose  of  deterring  the  men,  but  with  no  in> 
tention  of  ii^juring  any  one.  At  the  moment  of  firing  a  man  rushed 
forward  and  was  dightly  injured. 

My  thanks  are  due  the  officers  of  the  Escort,  North  State,  Lockwood, 
and  Allison  for  their  valuable  assistance. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  B.  MOBBIS, 
Ookmelf  Oowmumdmg  EaepedUUm* 

Meat,  OoL  Soxtthabd  Hovfxah, 


New  Bbbne,  March  28, 1863. 
M%jor-General  Fostbb,  Oommandingj  Ae.: 

Obnebai.  :  I  deeply  regret  to  be  compelled,  in  the  last  hours  of  my 
stay  here,  to  distress  you  by  complaints  of  the  outrages  of  our  forces  in 
the  last  expedition  to  Hyde  County.  In  numerous  instances,  well  au- 
thenticated, they  entered  and  robbed  the  houses  of  loyal  men,  destroyed 
furniture,  insulted  women,  and  treated  with  scorn  the  protections  which 
by  your  advice  I  had  given  them.  Can  I  give  to  people  whose  loyalty 
is  not  and  has  never  l^n  questioned  any  assurance  that  you  can  see 
them  protected  f 

As  matters  now  stand  the  loyal  men  and  women,  aged  and  infirm,  out- 
side of  our  lines  are  the  most  unfortunate  and  oppremd  in  our  country: 
both  sides  pillage  and  rob  them.  I  know  you  have  uniformly  rebuked 
these  atrocities,  but  your  words  have  been  treated  like  my  protections. 

I  invoke  for  the  people  referred  to  such  interposition  as  your  sense  of 
duty  and  humanity  will  suggest 

With  high  respect  and  regard,  yours,  &c., 

BD.  STANLY. 


March  29, 1863. 
Befiaried  to  Colonel  Morris  for  report 

J.  G.  FOSTBB, 

Mqjor-QekeraL 
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WAHOW  8-18, 1888.— Bipaditiim  tgaimt  Vcw  Bene,  V.  O.  inoindiiig  ddr- 
miflliM  (ISthr-Uth)  tt  iSmp  Chilly,  and  tlteok  (IMi)  on  Vart  Aadmau 


No.  i. — May  Gen.  John  G.  Forter,  U.  8.  Axmy;  oommanding  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina. 

No.   2.— Capt.  David  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artilleiy,  Chief  Signal  Oflleer* 

No.  3. — ^Lient.  Nathaniel  8.  Basrtow,  Twenty-ibnrth  IfaasaohnflettB  Infantry,  Acting 
Signal  Officer,  of  attadk  on  Fort  Anderwn. 

No  4. — ^Itinerary  of  the  Fint  Diviaion,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Gen.  Innia 
N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  March  7-15. 

No.  5.— Cd.  Joaiah  Pickett^  Twenty-fifth  Maaiaehntetts  Infimtiy,  Second  Brigade, 
of  aUrmiaheB  at  Deep  Gnlly. 

No.  6. — ^Bzig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifib  Diyieiony  d  opera- 
tions ICazch  15-ie. 

No.   7.— Mij.  Gen.  Daniel  H.  Hill,  C.  B.  Army,  commanding  E»peditioiL 

No.   8.~lfi4.  John  C.  Haskell,  0.  8.  Army,  commanding  ArtiUeiy. 

No.   9.— Brig.  Gen.  John  J.  Pettigiew,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  10.  —Brig.  Gen.  Richard  B.  Qamett,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  11. — ^Brig.  Gen.  Jnnina  Daniel,  0.  8.  Army. 

No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  Beveriy  H.  Bohertno,  0.  8.  Azmy,  commanding  CaTakj. 

No.  L 

Bapart8  of  Mat.  ^^  ^^^  ^*  Fo^tar^  U.  &  Army,  eommandimg  the  Be- 

parimmU  of  North  OaroUtuk 

HBADQUABTBB8  BiGHTBENTH  ABMY  GOBPfiL 

Xew  Bemey  N.  0.,  March  15, 1883. 
General  :  The  enemy  are  retiring  firom  an  attack  ob  this  town,  which 
was  intended  to  have  been  strong,  bnt  was  feeble,  very  feeble,  in  all 
places  except  on  a  work  on  north  siae  of  Neuse  BiVer,  directly  oppomtb 
the  town.  At  that  point  the  enemy  opened  a  brisk  artillery  fire  firom 
seventeen  pieces,  which  oontinned  abont  three  honrs.  They  retired  a 
short  distance  and  remained  threatening  the  work  till  this  morning, 
when  they  retired.  The  whole  force  of  the  enemy,  from  deserters,  was 
13,000  infantry  and  cavalry  and  thirty-nine  pieces  of  artillery.  1  am 
sending  parties  ont  in  all  directions  to  harass  the  enemy's  retreat  The 
attack  was  on  the  14th,  the  anniversary  of  the  taking  of  the  town,  and 
the  snpposition  is  that  they  intended  to  recapture  the  town  on  that  day. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTBB^ 
Mqiar-Oenaralj  Oommamdimg. 
Mf^or-General  Haixeok, 

Omerdl-M^Ohirf. 


Headquabtebs  Eighteenth  Abmt  Oobps, 

New  Bemey  N.  0.,  March  15, 1883. 

Oenhbal:  Befeirring  to  my  telegram  of  this  date  I  have  the  honor  tc 
report  thai  on  the  evening  of  the  13th  the  enemy  appeared  in  force  on 
the  Trent  road,  driving  in  our  picket  posts  on  that  road ;  the  force  on 

*Fte  xeporto  of  Actg.  Bear-Admiial  6.  P.  Lee  and  Commander  A.  Mnrray,  U.  8. 
Havy,  aee  Annual  Bepoii  of  the  Seeietary  of  the  NaTy,  December  7,  IStfS. 
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the  itmd  was  heavily  re-enforoed  and  ordered  to  retire  Rlowly,  and  fight 
if  they  were  preeaed. 

At  daylight  of  the  14th  General  Pettigrew,  with  a  force  of  7,000  uen 
and  seventeen  pieces  artillery,  attacked  a  small  work  on  north  side  of 
the  Neose  Biver,  oocnpied  by  the  Ninety -second  New  York  Volunteers, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson.*  They  opened  a  fire  from  all  their  pieces 
on  the  work  and  held  their  infantry  in  reserve  for  assaolt.  Colonel 
Anderson  was  summoned  to  surrender  several  times,  which  he  declined 
doing.  Referring  to  me  for  orders,  I  instructed  him  to  defend  and  hold 
the  work.  The  Navy  gunboats  were  in  an  unfortunate  position  to  be  of 
much  assistance  at  first,  owing  to  one  being  aground  and  the  other  two 
damaged.  They  were,  however,  towed  to  iK>8ition  by  tugs,  and,  assisted 
by  a  battery  of  rifled  guns  on  this  side  of  the  Neuse,  compelled  General 
PjBttigrew  to  withdraw  his  artillery  and  in&ntry,  merely  remaining  in  a 
threatening  position  till  this  a.  m.,  when  he  finally  retired.  On  south 
side  of  Trent  Biver  the  enemy  advanced  to  within  6  miles  of  New  Berne, 
but  have  withdrawn.  The  attack  was  to  have  been  made  with  vigor 
enough  by  General  Pettigrew  to  have  taken  Camp  Anderson,  which 
would  have  enabled  him  to  have  planted  rifled  batteries  at  tiiat  point, 
whence  he  might  have  driven  the  gunboats  from  the  river  and  shellea 
the  town,  during  which  a  strong  attack  was  to  have  been  made  on  Trent 
and  Neuse  roads.  Our  pickets  held  them  on  Trent  road,  although  they 
were  ordered  to  fall  back  to  my  defenses  where  I  proposed  making  the 
fight 

The  whole  afi^Eur,  meant  to  be  effective  and  strong,  was  ineffective  and 
weak,  inflicting  no  damage  and  accomplishing  no  object. 

The  force  of  the  enemy  was  about  13,000  to  14,000  infantry  and  cav- 
alry and  thirty-nine  pieces  of  artillery.  Our  loss  was  only  2  killed  and 
4  wounded. 

Beferring  to  my  letter  of  March  2, 1  beg  to  say  that  recent  informa- 
tion  shows  General  Longstreet  with  his  corps  to  be  on  the  Blackwater, 
and  not  southwest,  as  reported. 

I  am,  genersu,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  F08TBB, 
Mqfor-Qm^erdly  Camwumdmg. 

Mbj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Gei^aUn^Ohief  U.  8.  Army^  WashingUm^  2>.  C. 


No.  2. 

Expert  of  Oapi.  Da/vid  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  ArtiUeryj  Ohitf 

Signal  Officer. 

Hbadquabtebs  Signal  Detaohmbnt, 

New  Berne,  March  18, 1803. 

Sm :  Inclosed  I  forward  you  copies  of  the  reports  of  Lieutenants  Mer- 
rill t  and  Barstow,  containing  an  account  of  their  signal  operations  at 
and  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Berne  during  the  late  movements,  and  of 
the  action  which  took  place  here  on  the  14th  instant. 

I  can  truly  say  that  both  Lieutenants  Merrill  and  Barstow  are  by  far 
too  modest  in  describing  their  own  share  of  the  work. 

*  The  oasQftltieB  in  the  Ninety-second  New  York  Infimtry  were  3  men  wounded  and 
3  men  miBdnff ;  1  man  reported  m  kiUed,  March  13. 
tNotfonnd. 
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The  position  ocoapied  by  Lieatenant  Barotow  was  one  of  extreme 
danger;  every  tent  and  house  within  the  works  at  Fort  Anderson  was 
riddled  by  shot  and  shell,  and  tiie  iiarade  literally  blown  up  by  the  ene- 
my's artillery.  Both  Lieutenant  Barsto^  and  his  flagman  JMarsh)  were 
struck  by  spent  pieces  of  shell,  but  fortunately  received  no  unury  of  any 
account.  It  is  but  justice  to  Lieutenant  Merrill  to  state  that  but  for  him 
tlie  gunboat  on  which  he  was  placed  would  have  done  more  damage  to 
our  troops  than  the  enemy,  as  either  through  the  stupidity,  excitement, 
or  drunkenness  of  its  commanding  officer  they  were  going  to  open  flre 
on  the  only  place  where  the  garrison  of  the  fort  were  covered  from  the 
flre  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenant  Merrill  having  taken  position  on  the  pad- 
dle-box had  a  flne  view  of  the  field  and  the  roads  by  which  the  enemy 
must  come  to  assault  the  place,  and  the  moment  the  head  of  their  columns 
showed  themselves  gave  directions,  distances,  and  elevations  to  the  gun- 
ners, and  that  so  accurately  that  some  of  the  rebel  guns  were  for  a  bme 
abandoned  and  their  In&ntry  driven  back.  He  and  Lieutenant  Bardu>w 
together  directed  the  flre  of  the  gunboat  Hunchback  and  the  baiusrles 
on  shore  on  the  souUi  side  of  the  Nense. 

With  a  corps  of  such  officers  as  Lieutenant  Merrill  1  would  be  %  iliing 
to  undertime  anything. 

It  was  impossible  for  these  officers  to  set  their  reports  ready  in  time, 
or  these  copies  would  have  accompanied  my  own  report  of  the  saue 
transaction,  lately  mailed  to  you. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respeotfliUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  TAYLOE, 
Oaptam  and  AaHng  Bigmd  OjfUm. 

M%|.  A.  J.  Mtxb,  Signal  Offlioer^  U.  8.  Army. 


Na  3. 

Rtfori  of  LieuL  Nathaniel  B.  BanUno.  ISomtif'JaurHi 
fimtryj  AeUag  Signal  Officer^  of  attack  on  Fon 

Hbadquabtbbs  Signal  Dbtaghmbnt, 

New  Bemej  March  16, 1863. 

Sm:  On  the  13th  instant,  in  pursuance  to  orders  of  Oaptain  Taylor, 
I  reported  for  signal  duty  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Anderson;  at  Fort  An- 
derson, OD  the  north  side  of  the  Neuse  Biver,  New  Berne,  N.  G. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th  instant,  just  before  daylight,  the  fort  was 
attacked  by  General  Pettigrew  with  two  brigades  of  infantry  and  sev- 
enteen pieces  of  artillery. 

By  ovler  of  Oolonei  Anderson  I  sent  the  following  message  to  M%jor- 
Ocneral  Foster : 

Tlie  enemy  aie  In  front  of  na  hi  Isige  fime,  with  ertUIery ;  we  want  men. 

Answer: 

Be-enforoements  ahell  be  tent  m  aoon  m  possible. 

After  sending  Uiis  message,  by  the  severity  of  the  enemy's  flre  I  was 
eompcdled  to  cmmge  my  iK)sition,  and  took  a  more  sheltered  place. 

From  Colonel  Anderson  to  Qeneral  Foster: 

Send  more  men,  send  them  quickly. 

Answer: 

Hold  out  as  long  as  yon  osii|  lit  doasi  uma  an  eonhif. 


186  NORTH  CABOLIKA  AND  B.  E.  VIBQINIA.  [Oiur. 

This  message  was  several  times  repeated,  each  time  by  order  of 
Colonel  AndersoB  in  his  extreme  anxiety  for  re-enibroements.  I  sent 
several  messages  to  the  gnnboats,  directing  their  fire,  snoh  as,  ^<  lire 
higher,"  <<  Fire  to  the  left," ''Fire  to  the  right,"  &o.,  bat  having  no  blank 
book  with  me  at  the  time  ooold  not  record  t^em. 

I  wish  to  recommend  to  yonr  notice  my  flagman,  Timothy  8.  Marsh, 
Company  D,  Twenty -first  Massaohnsetts  Yolonteers,  who  tfaronghoat  tiie 
whole  amir  behaved  with  admirable  coolness  nnder  a  fire  the  severest 
I  ever  saw. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  yours,  very  respeotfolly, 

N.  8.  BABSTOW, 
LieiUeimiU  mud  Aetlmg  Sfgnai  Offiomr. 

Capt.  D.  A.  Taylob, 


Na  4. 


Itimerary  of^  FSmtDmHonj  BightemUh  Armif  Oofp$^  Brig.  Om.  Immk 
JT.  PiUmetj  XT.  8.  Army,  eommandimgy  Jforw  7-15.* 

March  7. — ^In  accordance  with  orders  from  Headqnarters  Biffhteenth 
Army  Corps,  five  companies  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  '^^lunteer 
Militia,  of  the  First  Brigade,  marohed  fh>m  Newport  Barracks  to  Cedar 
Point,  opposite  Swansborongh,  on  White  Oak  Biver,  where  they  biv- 
ouacked. Here  the  infantry  remained  while  a  reconnaissance,  under 
General  Potter,  chief  of  staff  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  was  made  some 
16  miles  farther  on  into  the  enemy's  country.  On  the  return  of  the  re- 
connoitering  party  the  infekntry  returned  to  Newport  Barracks,  arriving 
on  the  10th  instant 

Mareh  13. — ^In  anticipation  of  an  attack  upon  New  Berne  three  regi- 
ments of  the  Second  Brigade,  viz,  Uie  Fifth  Massachusetts  Yolunt^ 
Militia,  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  the  Forty-sixtii 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  were  sent  to  Deep  Gully,  on  the  Trent 
road.  On  arriving  at  the  Oully  it  was  found  that  the  enemy  had  crossed 
and  were  strongly  posted.  Bivouacking  for  the  night,  preparations 
were  made  for  a  morning  attack.  At  daylight  the  movement  com- 
menced and  the  fire  of  the  skirmishers  had  just  opened,  when  orders 
were  received  to  retire  to  New  Berne,  leaving  one  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check.  This  was 
done. 

March  14. — ^The  regiment  at  Deep  UuUy  was  re-enforced  this  a.  m.  by 
the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  of  the  Second  Brigade. 
An  attack  on  New  Berne  being  apprehended,  the  Forty-third  Massa- 
chusetts Volunteer  Militia  and  other  forces,  nnder  command  of  Col.  T. 
J.  C.  Amory,  marched  18  miles  on  the  Kinston  road  on  a  reconnaissance, 
but,  the  enemy  having  retired,  returned  on  the  16th  to  camp. 

March  15.— The  enemy  commenced  falling  back,  closely  followed  some 
15  miles  by  the  Forly-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia ;  but  the 
road  being  rendered  impassable  at  Uiis  point  by  the  retreating  force  the 
Forty-sixUi  retraced  their  steps  toward  New  Berne. 

*  From  Retons  of  the  Dl^iiiQii  sod  FIzst  and  Seoond  Brigsdet  ft>r  Msroh,  1068. 
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^0.  5. 

Bej^t  of  Ook  Ja9iah  FiokeUj  TwrnUv-fiflh  MasgaOiMaettg  Iftfamtryy  8eamd 

of$Mrmmi$  at  Ikep  Gufl^. 


Hbqbs.  Twienty-fifth  Bbot.  ICassaohusbtts  Vols., 
Oamp  Oliver^  New  Bemej  X.  0.,  Mar€k  15, 1863. 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  ISth  instant^  at  6,30 
p.  m.y  I  started  with  six  oompanies  of  my  regiment  for  the  ontpoBt  near 
Deep  Gully,  that  place  being  attacked  by  the  enemy  and  being  held  by 
the  other  four  companies  of  my  regiment  with  a  part  of  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry.  I  arrived  at  the  disputed  ground  soon  after  dark  and 
learned  that  the  enemy  were  in  strong  force  in  our  front,  with  in&utry. 
cavalry,  and  artillery,  a  distance  of  luilf  a  mile.  By  order  of  Colonel 
Lee,  commanding  the  brigade,  I  divided  my  regiment,  placing  a  wing 
on  either  side  of  the  Trent  ruad,  throwing  out  a  strong  picket  to  guard 
against  surprise,  and  remained  on  our  arms  until  morning. 

At  daybreak  I  moved  forward  a  company  as  skirmishers  and  they 
immediately  engaged  the  enemy's  line.  Gkmeral  Palmer  taking  com- 
mand, I  was  ordered  forward  with  my  regiment,  supported  by  the 
Fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Eegiments  Massachusetts  volunteers,  with  a 
section  of  Biggs'  and  one  piece  of  Belger's  batteries.  Musket^  firing 
was  kept  up  for  nearly  three  hours.  The  city  being  attacked  in  our 
rear,  the  regiments  supporting  me  were  withdrawn  for  its  defense,  and 
1  was  left,  with  my  regiment  and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  to  take  care  of 
the  enemy  as  best  I  could.  Having  special  orders  from  Gheneral  Pad- 
mer  not  to  expose  the  pieces,  I  blockaded  the  road  and  fdl  back  to  a 
better  position  at  the  Jackson  House  and  awaited  their  advance.  They 
soon  b^an  to  shell  the  woods  around  and  kept  it  up  at  intervals  during 
the  day,  but  did  not  advance.  At  4  p.  m.  I  sent  out  one  company,  under 
command  of  Captain  Harrington,  to  observe  the  movements  and  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy  if  possible.  He  went  as  far  as  Deep  Gully  and  found 
them  falling  back  and  exchanged  shots  with  them  at  Uiat  place.  I  was 
relieved  by  the  Forty-third  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
at  6  p.  m.  on  the  14tli,  and  returned  to  camp  at  New  Berne  with  a  loss 
of  1  man  wounded  and  1  missing. 

BeBpeeifuUy  submitted. 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
OoUmel  Twm^'jyth  Begment  Masioehmsetts  VolimUer9. 

Gbobob  W.  Babtljbtt, 

A.  A.  A.  e.  Beofmd  Br%g.j  FirH  Div.^  JBigMemUh  Armf  Oofp$. 


Na  6. 


Bepart  of  Brig.  Om.  Hmrg  Ftinccj  U.  8.  Araif ,  commanding  Fifth  Di 

fMom^  of  qperaUons  March  15-16. 

HpQBa  Fifth  Drvision,  Biohtsbnth  Abmy  Cobps, 

Itcw  Bcmcj  N.  a,  March  16, 1863. 

Ooix>Niii. :  Pursuant  to  orders,  verbally  communicated  to  me  by  the 

oommanding  general,  my  division  moved  out  yesterday  on  the  road 

•outh  of  the  Trent  Kiver  to  feel  the  enemy,  who  had  just  then  been 

roporfeed  ftom  the  front  to  have  probably  crossed  in  large  force  to  that 
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side.  At  half  past  1  o'clock  the  regiments  left  their  camps,  and  at 
twenty  minutes  to  6  the  command  bivonaoked  3}  miles  this  side  of  Mill 
Greek.  The  ground  and  road  being  very  bad  and  wet  for  3  miles  for- 
ward and  the  moon  being  absent  made  it  impracticable  to  go  farther. 
We  found  a  picket  of  the  enemy  2  miles  in  front,  and  our  own  picket, 
a  mile  in  front,  reports  three  shots  fired  into  it  in  the  night. 

We  advanced  at  daylight  to-day.  We  approached  Mill  Greek  as  if 
to  find  it  occupied.  Meeting  no  opposition  we  took  possession  of  the 
opposite  bank  at  8  a.  m.  I  pushed  on  at  once  with  the  infantry  to  Pol- 
locksville  and  there  learned  that  Bobertson  with  his  cavalry  left  that 
place  yesterday  at  I  c^dock  p.  m.,  going  to  Kinston. 

Having  a  picket  on  the  Trent,  this  side  of  Mill  Greek,  I  communicated 
by  it  with  the  gunboat  l^orth  Star,  the  captain  of  which  placed  himself 
under  my  orders.  This  was  prior  to  the  advance  from  Mill  Greek.  1 
directed  the  boat  to  proceed  to  PoUocksville,  where  she  arrived  soon 
after  the  troops,  when  I  ordered  her  to  return  to  New  Berne. 

Satisfied  that  the  enemy  were  beyond  reach  and  that  no  troops  were 
left  in  that  vicinity,  I  marched  my  command  back  to  their  quarters  at 
New  Berue. 

The  One  hundred  and  fiffy-eighth  Pennsylvania  MUitia  was  detailed 
last  evening  for  the  advance  guiurd  in  the  morning,  and  Golond  Mc- 
Kibbin  commanded  it,  although  after  being  detailed  his  horse  had  fallen 
upon  him  and  fractured  the  fibula  of  one  of  his  legs.  He  returned  in 
the  gunboat  from  PoUocksville.  He  expressed  himself  as  ably  seconded 
in  the  duties  of  the  morning  by  Lieutenant-Golonel  Troxel  and  M%jor 
Hale,  of  his  regiment. 

Very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBT  PBINOB, 
BrigfjULier-Omeral  Vohmieenj  Oammamdmg* 

lA&at  GoL  SouTHABD  Hoffman, 

A.  A.  9.|  Edgrs.  Mghtemth  Armjf  Oarp9j  New  Beme. 


No.  7. 
Btpart  ofMtitf.  Oen.  Darnel  H.  HiOj  C.  B;  Army^  commanding  JEhopedUhm. 

GOLDSBOBOUOH,  N.  G.,  March  16, 18d3— 10  p.  m. 

Have  Just  this  moment  arrived  firom  below.  Our  expedition  was 
partly  successful.  I  went  with  DaniePs  brigade  on  the  lower  Trent 
road  to  New  Berne,  and  sent  Bobertson  around  on  the  upper  Trent 
road  to  cut  the  railroad.  Pettigrew  was  to  bombard  the  shipping  and 
barracks  from  the  other  side.  The  result  was  highly  satis&ctory  on 
our  road. 

On  Friday  we  drove  them  to  their  first  line  of  works  at  Deep  Oully, 
8  miles  from  New  Berne.  This  was  a  very  strong  position  naturally, 
and  strengthened  by  earthworks.  It  was  defended  by  five  companies 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery.  General  Daniel  in  person  charged  it  and 
captured  it  with  four  companies.  We  held  it  that  night  and  I  sent  an 
order  to  Bobertson  to  cut  the  railroad  the  next  day. 

At  daylight  Saturday  morning  the  Yankees  made  a  feeble  attempt 
at  a  recapture  of  Deep  Gully.  General  Pettigrew  opened  at  the  same 
time,  but  I  soon  discovered  that  he  had  been  repulsed,  as  the  firing 
was  plainly  that  of  the  heavy  guns  of  a  gunboat.    After  repulsing  tibe 
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jfankees  at  Deep  Gnlly  I  would  have  pursued  them  to  their  next  strong- 
hold, at  fiocky  Ruuj  3  miles  nearer  New  Berne,  but  as  Pettigiew  hfKl 
been  sUenced,  and  there  were  three  shorter  roads  to  Kinston  than  the 
one  I  was  on,  I  fell  back  to  a  point  opposite  Trenton.  Bconained  there 
Sunday  and  until  noon  to-day.  No  pursuit  by  the  Yankees.  Our  loss 
has  been  slight. 
General  Petdgrew  reports : 

The  absence  of  the  Whitworth  rained  ns.  The  80-poander  Parrotta  are  worM  than 
lueleea.  One  bnret,  killing  4  men  and  wounding  4 ;  another  broke  its  azie.  The 
dieUa  of  idl  of  them  bant  Jast  at  the  month  of  the  gan.  I  hope  neyer  to  aee  them 
again. 

Bobertson  sent  me  out  a  lieutenant,  who  partly  cut  the  railroad.  He 
sent  out  a  colonel,  who  saw  some  Yankees  and  came  back.  Robertson 
did  not  go  himself.  We  must  have  a  better  man.  Oarnett  did  not 
start  until  Sunday.  I  have  sent  Pettigrew  to  Greenville  to  protect 
him  if  necessary.  I  propose  to  go  over  there  myself  in  a  few  days.  1 
fear  Gamett  has  seriously  compromised  himself  by  his  long  delay.  If 
it  be  true,  as  your  scout  reports,  that  the  Yankees  have  been  so  heavily 
re-enforced  at  New  Berne  they  may  attempt  to  cut  Gamett  ofL  Had 
the  Whitworth  been  sent  the  gunboat  would  have  been  beaten  and 
New  Berne  would  have  beeu  at  Pettigrew's  mercy.  Then  if  my  origi- 
nal plan  had  been  carried  out  of  moving  Ransom  on  the  Sound  road  to 
Uie  rear  of  New  Berne  I  think  we  would  have  gained  the  town,  or  at 
least  have  caused  a  very  salutary  alarm.  The  spirit  manifested  by 
Whiting  has  spoiled  everything.  My  order  of  assignment  says:  ^  Gen- 
eral D.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  all  the  troops  in  North 
Carolioa."  If  I  am  to  be  cut  down  to  two  brigades  I  will  not  submit  to 
the  swindle. 

So  £eu*  as  I  can  judge  there  will  be  no  movement  at  Charleston  until 
Hooker  gets  out  of  the  mud.  Then  there  will  be  a  general  movement 
on  Fredericksburg,  i^eteroburg,  the  North  Carolina  Railroad,  and  Wil- 
mington. We  oui:ht  to  have  been  clearing  out  North  Carolina  while 
Hooker  was  mud-bound.  This  I  urged  three  months  ago,  but  I  was 
unheeded.  It  is  not  yet  too  late  to  do  something  and  I  am  anxious  to 
go  to  work.  I  started  out  with  my  throat  in  a  terrible  fix  and  thought 
it  might  cost  me  my  life.    Thank  God,  I  am  no  worse. 

Foster  ought  to  be  ashamed  of  letting  one  brigade  run  him  into  his 
rat-hole. 

I  have  received  nothing  but  contemptuous  treatment  from  Richmond 
from  the  very  beginning  of  the  war,  but  I  hope  they  will  not  carry  mat- 
ters so  £Eur  as  to  perpetuate  a  swindle. 

You  were  greatly  mistaken  in  supposing  that  I  was  indifferent  about 
the  Whitworth.  I  told  yon  that  it  was  too  lace  to  get  it,  but  that  it  was 
worth  all  the  guns  I  had.  I  had  tried  the  Parrotts,  and  their  shells  all 
burst  prematurely. 

If  the  Yankee  re-enforcements  are  as  large  as  your  scout  represent  i 
them  they  will  establish  an  inland  communication  between  New  Beme, 
Washington,  and  Plymouth,  and  thus  have  their  cordon  of  forts  com- 
plete from  Suffolk  down.  A  glance  at  the  map  will  show  how  seriously 
this  would  embarrass  us.  For  my  pait  I  could  get  no  information  from 
Kew  Berne. 

With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

(General  Lougstbbbt.] 
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HSABQUABTBBS  ABTILLBBT, 

March  16, 1863. 

Oaptain:  I  have  the  honor  most  lespectftdly  to  submit  the  foUowiBg 
report  of  the  artillery  under  my  oommand : 

iBt.  Having  on  March  8,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  M%i.  Qea.  D.  H. 
EQII9  marched  from  Gk>ldBborough  with  a  portion  of  the  reserve  artillery, 
I  bivouacked  at  Falling  Greek,  26  miles  fh>m  Gk>ldsboTough,  8  fh>m 
Kioston. 

2d.  On  the  night  of  the  8th  at  this  place  I  received  orders  to  rwort  to 
Brig.  Gton.  J.  J.  Pettigrew,  and  &om  him  orders  to  move  on  to  Kinston 
with  the  rifle  guns  of  my  command,  which  consisted  of  four  20-pounder 
Parrott  guns  of  the  Macon  Light  Artillery,  under  oommand  of  Lieut. 
[C.  W.j  Slaten,  and  one  d-inch  rifle  of  the  Montgomery  Light  Artillery, 
under  command  of  Lieutenant  Davis.  Having  reported  there  with  the 
above-mentioned  guns,  I  was  joined  by  the  following  batteries :  Oaptain 
W.\  att^s,  with  two  12-pounder  Napoleons  Q)ron£e),  one  heavy  12-pounder 
(bronce),  and  one  10-pounder  Parrott:  Oapt.  [J.J  Graham's,  of  one  3- 
inch  rifle,  one  12-pounder  howitser,  and  two  6-pounders  f  bronze),  and  a 
section  of  Oaptain  Graham's  batteiry  (attached  to  Daniel's  brigade),  of 
two  3-inch  rifles.  With  this  artillery  I  marched  in  rear  of  the  brigade 
and  trains  about  21  miles  from  Kinston  and  halted  for  the  night.  About 
a  mile  from  the  camping  ground  I  was  delayed  for  over  three  hours  by 
a  portion  of  the  brigade  wagon  train,  and  when  they  moved  out,  one 
of  my  guns,  a  3-inch  rifle,  broke  through  a  corduroy  bridge,  letting  the 

§iece  down  into  the  water ;  all  the  other  guns  of  the  command  escaped, 
'wo  being  behind  this  were  delayed  untfi  this  gun  could  be  pried  out 
and  the  bridge  repaired.  All  the  guns  then  crossed  except  the  last  two. 
The  horses  of  the  first  of  these  took  fright  and  pulled  one  side  of  the 
gun-carriage  over  the  edge  of  the  bridge.  The  water  underneath  being 
some  4  feet  deep,  with  great  difficulty  the  wheels  were  taken  off  the  car- 
riage and  the  gun  dismounted.  To  do  this,  however,  it  was  found 
necessary  to  cut  away  part  of  the  bridge,  and  before  it  could  be  repaired 
and  the  guns  gotten  to  camp  it  was  near  daylight  and  the  men  and 
horses  were  much  Jaded. 

At  7  a.  m.  on  the  10th  the  artillery  resumed  the  march  in  the  same 
position  as  the  day  before  and  marched  as  flir  as  Palmetto  Greek,  which 
was  crossed  by  all  the  artillery  except  the  20-iK>under  battery,  the  first 
gun  of  which  crushed  in  the  bridge  and  was  drawn  out  by  hand  with 
great  difficulty.  The  bridge  waH  then  repaired  in  about  three  hours 
and  the  rest  of  the  train  passed  over  and  moved  on,  allowing  the  brigade 
commissary  wagons  to  pass  in  front.  In  this  order  the  march  was  con- 
tinued unttt  wil£in  about  3  miles  of  the  camping  place  for  the  night,  when 
lAie  artillery  was  stopped  by  the  brigade  wagon  train,  which  had  stalled 
in  the  middle  of  a  stream.  The  wagons  were  removed  by  about  10 
o'clock  that  night,  when  all  the  light  gons  and  one  20-pounder  crossed, 
I  getting  over  about  11.30  o'clock.  The  rest  of  the  20-pounders  were 
behind  tiie  commissary  wagons,  which  did  not  cross  until  about  2  the 
next  evening,  as  the  stream  was  impassable  and  had  to  be  bridged. 
If  this  battery  had  crossed  the  night  before  I  do  not  think  they  could 
have  advanced  farther,  as  the  horses  were  broken  down.  After  cross- 
ing, the  artillery  again  moved  forward  and  wnived  within  about  2  miles 
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of  Barringtonli  Feny  and  lalted  witb  aU  the  gouB  except  the  1<V 
ponnder  Panott  of  Captain  Wyatt's  battery,  which  I  had  placed  in 
position  under  Lieutenant  Biyes  at  Pettiford^  Ferry  to  enfilade  the  work 
at  Barrington's  Feny  and  fire  at  the  gunboats  when  expedient  This 
gnn  fired  a  number  of  rounds  at  the  encampment  and  redoubt,  the  effect 
of  which  could  not  be  seen,  and  eight  at  a  gunboat,  four  of  which  Lieut 
[Charles  M.]  Bives  thinks  took  effect,  when  she  hauled  off  out  of  range. 

The  artillery,  with  the  exception  of  this  piece,  was  moved  forward  just 
about  daybreak,  and  I  was  directed  by  General  Pettigrew  to  place  them 
in  position  so  as  to  play  upon  the  earthwork  at  the  ferry  and  the  gun- 
boats upon  the  river.  In  obedience  to  this  order  I  placed  the  guns  oi 
Captains  Wyatt^s  and  Graham's  batteries  in  position  about  400  yiurds 
from  the  work,  and  directed  them  to  open  fire  with  shell  and  case-shot, 
which  they  dia,  throwing  the  shell  and  case-shot  with  great  precision  in 
the  work.  After  some  rounds  Captain  Wyatt  commenc^  firing  solid  shot 
from  some  of  his  guns  to  batter  down  the  breastwork.  It  was  sood  found 
unavailing  and  stopped.  As  soon  as  the  batteries  of  Captains  Wyatt  and 
Grihham  commenced  firing  I  ordered  up  the  rifle  guns  and  placed  them 
in  position  on  the  right  and  left  of  these  batteries,  giving  them  orders 
to  direct  their  fire  against  the  gunboats,  except  a  section  of  3-inch  rifles 
under  Lieut  Aldon  Alexander,  which  was  placed  upon  the  extreme 
right,  with  orders  to  fire  upon  the  earthwork  at  a  point  where  it  seemed 
weakest  Though  the  guns  were  worked  well  and  fired  accurately  the 
effect  was  smaU.  The  rest  of  the  rifle  guns  fired  at  the  gunboat,  which 
was  distant  1|  miles,  with  but  little  effect  Although  they  struck  her 
several  times  it  was  imiK>ssible,  with  the  very  inferior  ammunition  with 
which  they  were  supplied,  to  shoot  accurately  enough  to  strike  any  vital 
pari  unless  by  chance.  After  the  firing  had  coDtinued  about  an  hour 
the  first  piece  of  the  20-ponnder8  burst,  mortally  wounding  1  man  and 
severely  wounding  2  others.  About  half  an  hour  after  this,  by  the  di- 
rection of  General  Pettigrew,  the  guns  were  gradually  withdrawn  and 
taken  back  about  1  mile,  with  the  exception  of  the  smooth  guns  <rf 
Captains  Wyatt^s  and  Graham's  batteries,  which  were  kept  close  to  be 
moved  up  if  necessary.  About  3  p.  m.  they  were  withdrawn  and  moved 
back  to  the  halting  place  of  the  night  before  and  halted  there  until 
about  12  o^dock  at  night  of  the  14th,  when  the  artillery  moved  again 
nntU  it  arrived  at  the  ground  where  I  had  encamped  the  night  of  the 
13tii,  and  halted  there  nntO  about  12  m.  on  the  15th;  then  again  moved 
to  Swift  Creek  and  took  position  to  repel  an  attack  which  was  antici- 
pated. 

Ihiring  the  march  it  was  found  necessary  to  dismount  and  leave  one 
of  the  20-iK)under  Parrotts,  as  the  axle,  which  had  an  old  crack  in  it,  was 
found  on  examination  to  have  broken  in  two  during  the  fire  of  the  14th 
and  could  not  be  replaced.  It  was  hidden,  so  that  it  might  be  sent  for 
hereafter.  I  would  most  respectfrilly  recommend  that  the  20-pounders 
be  taken  from  the  Macon  Light  Artillery,  as  it  is  a  good  company  and 
deserves  better  than  to  have  its  members  wounded  and  killed  by  defect- 
iveguns. 

I  would  beg  leave,  most  respectfrilly,  to  call  to  the  favorable  con- 
sideration of  the  general,  Lieut  Aldon  Alexander,  who  on  the  march 
down  gave  invaluable  aid  by  his  skill  as  an  engineer  and  untiring  euergn^ 
in  commanding,  which  would  without  him  have  been  the  cause  of  much 
greater  delay  than  was  experienced.  All  the  men  and  ofQcers  behaved 
coolly  and  well. 

The  following  were  the  casualties:  Macon  Light  Artillery  had  1  man 
.mortally  wounded,  2  severely;  Lieutenant  Alexander's  section  had  1  man 
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wounded  by  a  shell  ficom  the  enemy,  not  dangerously.  The  FemainiRir 
batteries  lost  none  killed  and  none  wounded.  From  Captain  Graham's 
battery  there  is  1  missing. 

I  am,  captain,  very  respectfoUy,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  0.  HASKBLL, 
MqfaTy  Oawmumdiimg  ArHkrf. 
Oapt.  [N.  0.1  HuaHBS, 

AMbUmt  Ailjutamt'OmmrtA. 


Na  9. 

Btfofi  of  Brig.  Oaa.  John  J.  PeMgreWj  0.  B.  Armif. 

Hbadquabtbbs  PSTTiaBBW'S  BRiaADS, 

GrmiviOe,  N.  a,  March  17, 1803. 

Gbnbsal:  The  expedition  introsted  to  me  having  fiuled  in  aooom- 
plishing  the  hoped-for  result,  I  submit  the  following  statement  of  the 
causes: 

1  left  Gk>ldsborough  on  the  9th  instant  (Monday)  with  the  portion  oi 
my  brigade  there  stationed  and  arrived  at  Kinston  on  Tuesday  after- 
noon. That  night  I  received  your  instructions  to  take  the  two  rifled 
guns  of  General  Daniel,  the  four  20-pounder  Parrotts  of  the  reserve 
artillery,  and  the  Whitworth  gun  in  case  it  arrived,  and  to  proceed 
to  Harrington's  Ferr>' ;  to  get  my  guns  in  position  without  observa- 
tion if  possible ;  to  open  a  concentrated  fire  upon  the  enemy's  work, 
which  it  was  thought  would  so  demoralize  the  enemy  as  to  induce  an 
almost  bloodless  surrender.  1  was  then  to  open  on  the  Yankee  ship- 
ping and  barracks.  It  was  imiwrtant  that  the  bombardment  should 
begin  on  Thursday.  The  distance  was  57  miles,  and  the  heavy  rain  of 
Tuesday  and  Wednesday  had  swoUeu  the  swamps  and  put  the  roads  in 
very  bsMl  condition.  Many  of  the  bridges  broke  down  under  the  20- 
pounders,  all  causing  great  delay,  but  I  wrote  you  that  I  hoped  to  carry 
the  work  by  moonlight  on  Friday  morning  with  the  bayonet,  which  I 
preferred,  as  the  enemy  in  New  Berne  then  would  not  know  the  result 
and  1  might  thus  be  enabled  to  intrench  the  guns  before  the  gunboats 
attacked.  The  infantry  reached  the  camp,  8  miles  from  Harrington's, 
at  dark,  and  I  intended  to  start  at  midnight  for  the  ferry,  but  a  swamp 
some  3  miles  in  rear  of  the  halt  changed  under  the  train  into  a  quick- 
sand. The  men  vainly  worked  all  night  in  the  freezing  water  to  repair 
it.  It  was  necessary  to  bridge  the  whole  swamp  in  a  new  place,  which 
was  done  under  the  superintendence  of  Lieutenant  Koemer,  of  the  Topo- 
graphical Engineers,  who  offered  his  services  and  greatly  aided  me. 
About  3  p.  m.  Friday  the  bridge  was  finished.  The  infantry  arrived  at 
the  ferry  early  in  the  night,  but  the  20-pounders  having  mired,  the  ar- 
tillery was  detained  until  late  in  the  morning. 

In  a  reconnaissance  made  bv  me  and  M^or  Haskell  and  my  aides 
during  the  afternoon,  Pettiford's  Ferry  had  appeared  a  suitable  point 
for  attacking  the  gunboats  and  perhaps  for  enfilading  the  work.  A 
rifled  gun,  under  Lieutenant  Hives,  was  placed  there  before  daylight 
The  Twenty-sixth  Hegiment  (Ool.  [H.  K.]  Hargwyn),  assisted  by  Oap- 
tain  Whitford's  Hangers,  were  to  capture  or  drive  in  the  enemy's  pickets. 
The  Twenty-sixth  supported  by  the  Forty-fourth  Hegiment,  if  necessary, 
were  to  carry  the  work.  I  hoped  then  to  intrench  the  20-pounders  ana 
irive  aTay  the  gunboats  and  the  enemy  firomhisintrenchmentsin  trvsf 
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of  New  Berae.  The  first  part  of  thie  programme  was  ezoellently  well 
carried  oat ;  3  of  the  enemy's  pickets  were  captured ;  the  bridges  within 
the  enemy's  lines  were  repaired.  At  400  yards  we  came  for  the  first 
time  in  view  of  the  work.  The  result  of  what  I  had  heard  of  the  char- 
acter of  the  work  and  learned  firom  my  reconnaissance  of  the  previons 
day,  and  firom  what  I  now  saw  before  me,  was  as  follows : 

It  was  a  simple  pan  ootip^,  situated  on  a  slight  elevation,  the  height  of 
the  interior  crest  being  8  or  9  feet  and  the  ditch  in  front  6  by  8  feet 
It  was  flanked  by  a  swamp  of  3  or  4  miles  on  the  right  and  a  swampy 
creek  on  the  left,  so  that  it  could  only  be  approached  in  front.  The 
road  ran  down  to  its  center  and  then  alone  the  ditch  of  the  left  half. 
The  garrison  was  composed  of  a  two-years' regiment,  about  260  or  300 
strong. 

It  was  now  broad  daylight.  The  presumption  was  the  garrison  would 
fire  one  round,  costing  us  50  or  100  men.  I  therefore  decided  to  display 
my  force,  demoralize  tiiem  by  a  heavy  fire,  and  demand  a  surrender,  thus 
saving  my  own  men  and  not  unnecessarily  killing  theirs.  The  light  bat- 
teries deployed  finely  into  battery  at  400  yards  from  the  work  and  opened 
uiK>n  it  a  rapid  and  well-directed  fire.  After  a  few  minutes  I  demanded 
a  surrender  by  Lieut.  [Louis  O.]  Young,  my  aide-de-camp.  This  was 
a  mistake  on  my  part  and  I  regret  it  very  much,  but  it  had  no  effect  upon 
the  principal  object  of  the  movement.  They  declined  surrendering  with- 
out consulting  General  Foster,  &c.  The  firing  was  then  recommenced. 
I  now  devoted  my  attention  to  the  20-pounders.  I  regret  to  say  that 
their  peribrmance  was  execrable— fully  as  bad  as  the  experiments  at 
Goldsborough  led  us  to  fear.  A  gunboat  lay  opposite  us  at  the  wharf 
in  New  Berne,  about  1}  miles  dist-ant,  getting  up  steam  and  firing  upon 
us,  in  which  she  was  aided  by  field  guns,  probably  Whitworths  firom 
the  sound  of  the  missiles.  Half  of  the  shells  from  the  20-pounders 
burst  just  outside  of  the  guns.  They  turned  over  in  the  air  and  were 
perfectly  harmless  to  the  enemy.  At  length  the  axle  of  one  of  these 
guns  broke  and  it  became  unserviceable.  Then  another  burst,  wound- 
ing 3  men,  1  of  them  mortally.  These  four  20-pounders  were  our  sole 
agents  for  accomplishing  the  object  of  the  expedition.  It  was  now 
painfiiUy  evident  that  they  were  worse  than  useless.  Of  the  six  guns 
composing  the  battery  two  had  burst  at  Fredericksburg,  one  here,  a 
fourth  was  disabled  by  the  breaking  of  an  axle-tree.  The  ammunition 
was  fUly  as  bad  as  the  guns.  The  light  guns  would  have  been  effective 
against  gunboats  in  an  ordinary-sized  river,  but  the  Neuse  at  New 
Berne  is  so  wide  as  to  enable  them  to  remove  a  mile  or  two  distant. 
Other  boats  with  heavy  guns  were  coming  round  firom  the  Trent.  The 
principal  object  of  the  expedition  having  then  utterly  &iled  it  seemed 
to  me  folly  longer  to  expose  the  men  and  matSriel  of  the  artillery.  The 
only  question  was  whether  I  should  carry  the  work  before  withdrawing. 
The  Twentj^-sixth  had  been  in  waiting  ever  since  daylight  and  would 
have  done  it  in  five  minutes.  The  advantage  of  so  doing  would  have 
been  the  capture  of  some  300  two-years'  men,  with  their  arms.  The 
work  we  could  not  hold.  The  disadvantage  was  the  probable  loss  of 
a  certain  number  of  men  60  miles  from  our  hospitals.  I  decided  against 
it  It  cost  me  a  struggle,  after  so  much  labor  and  endurance,  to  give 
up  the  Matj  but  I  felt  that  my  duty  to  the  country  required  me  to  save 
my  men  for  some  operation  in  which  sacrifices  would  be  followed  by 
consequences,  not  in  capturing  two-years'  men  and  holding  temporary 
possession  of  breastworks,  however  brilliant  the  operation  might  be.  I 
tberelbre  withdrew  the  whole  command  except  the  Twenty-sixth  Begi- 

13  B  B— VOL  xvni 


194  KOBTH  CABOLINA  ASD  &  E.  VIROINIA.  (0b4p. 

ment,  which  remaiiied  within  aboat  500  yaids  of  the  place  in  order  to 
cover  the  withdrawal  of  Captain  Whitford's  men.  I  cannot  too  hi^lily 
express  my  admiration  of  the  manner  in  which  they  stood  the  ftirioas 
shelling  of  the  enemy  without  flin<diing.  The  rest  of  the  command  wba 
about  a  mile  distant. 

In  the  afternoon,  the  enemy  having  received  re-enfbroements,  I 
thought  he  might  sally  ont^  so  I  drew  np  in  line  parallel  to  the  fire  of 
the  gunboats,  &e  right  resting  some  thi^qnarters  of  a  mile  fhmi  the 
work.  While  in  this  position  the  enemy's  scouts  were  perceived  ad- 
vancing, doubtless  to  discover  our  position,  but  they  disappeared  as 
soon  as  our  skirmishers  showed  themselves.  The  shelling  of  the  gun- 
boats continued  all  day.  The  two  rifled  ^ns  at  Pettiford's  Ferry  re- 
pUed,  and,  I  have  every  reason  to  think,  disabled  one. 

Later  in  the  afternoon  I  withdrew  to  my  camp.  During  the  night 
the  sounds  of  drums,  bugles,  and  bands  in  !new  Berne  announced  that 
their  forces  had  retreated  firom  Qeneral  Darnel's  front;  but  as  we  heard 
nothing  from  his  guns  after  12  m.  I  concluded  that  he  had  not  pursued. 
The  whole  force  in  New  Berne  could  thus  be  thrown  upon  my  rear  at 
very  short  notice,  so  the  next  day  (Sunday)  I  fell  back  8  mfles,  within 
striking  distance  of  Swift  Greek.  I  then  received  your  order  to  proceed 
to  Greenville. 

It  will  thus  be  seen,  general,  that  the  not  capturing  of  ihe  fort  was 
owing  to  myself,  for  which  I  have  given  my  reasons,  good  or  bad.  The 
fidlure  of  ttie  effort  to  drive  tiie  gunboats  out  of  New  Berne  and  the 
troops  firom  their  intrenchments  was  owing  solely  to  the  utter  worth- 
lessness  of  the  20  pounder  Parrotts,  which  had  hung  around  our  necks 
like  a  millstone  during  the  march  and  faUed  us  in  the  vital  moment 
My  attack  was  partly  effective  in  withdrawing  the  troops  from  General 
Daniel's  firont,  and  had  I  been  supplied  with  four  Whitworth  guns  I 
firmly  believe  you  might  have  slept  in  New  Berne  that  night. 

For  details  of  the  artillery  I  refer  to  the  report  of  Major  Haskell,  who 
discharged  his  whole  duty. 

I  was  neatly  indebted  throughout  to  that  gallant  and  efficient  officer 
Gaptain  Whitford. 

I  cannot  refrain  from  bearing  testimony  to  the  unsurpassed  military 
good  conduct  of  those  under  me.  In  seven  days  they  marched  127  miles, 
waded  swamps,  worked  in  them  by  night  and  day,  bivouacked  in  the 
rain,  sometimes  without  fire,  never  enjoyed  a  ftiU  night^s  rest  after  the 
first,  besides  undergoing  a  fiirious  shelling,  and  discharging  other 
duties.    All  this  without  murmuring  or  even  getting  sick. 

The  loss  of  the  enemy  I  have  no  means  of  ascertaining.  Several 
boat-loads  of  apparently  dead  or  wounded  men  were  sent  over  to  New 
Berne. 

Our  casualties  were  caused  by  the  bursting  of  the  20-pounder  and  by 
the  shells  from  the  gunboats.  The  fort  did  not  return  our  fixe  at  all. 
Including  concussions  and  other  trivial  injuries  they  amount  to  23,  ^s- 
tributed  as  follows : 

Killed S 

Berioasly  wonnded  f8  mortify  idnoedied) 7 

Slightly  wonnded 14 

Total 83 

Among  the  wounded  is  the  adjutant-general  of  the  brigade,  Gapt  [N. 
O.]  Hughes,  whose  face  was  injured  by  sand  thrown  into  it  by  the  stnk- 
ing  of  a  shell  upon  the  ground  nearly  in  front  of  him. 
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We  left  the  fragments  of  the  20-poiinder  that  burst  on  the  field  in 
front  of  the  work  at  Barrington's  Ferry.  They  coald  not  have  her  taken 
off  without  a  wagon. 

Very  respectfully,  yoar  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  PBTTIGBBW. 
Brigadier- G^eneral J  Praviai^mdl  Armyj  OanfedertUe  Btatm* 

M%{.  Gton.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina, 

[Inelonn.] 

OOLDBBOBOU0H,  N.  0.,  Moreh  lOy  1868. 

[Brifc.  Gen.  J.  J.  Pbttiqbbw:] 

I  wish  yon  to  take  all  the  rifledgnns  in  your  own  biieade,  Daniel's^ 
and  the  reserve  artillery,  and  the  whitworth  gun  from  Wilmington  (if 
arrived)  and  move  with  your  brigade  to  the  neighborhood  of  Barring- 
ton's  Ferry.  Get  all  your  guns  in  position,  if  possible,  without  observa- 
tion and  open  a  coDcentrated  fire  upon  the  enemy's  work  at  the  ferry. 
It  is  thongbt  that  this  can  be  reduced ;  if  so,  push  up  your  gnns  to  it 
after  its  fall  and  open  upon  the  Yankee  shipping  and  barracks.  It  is 
important  that  this  bombardment  shall  begin  on  Thursday,  and  your 
brigade  mast  move  part  of  the  way  to-morrow.  It  is  proper  for  you  to 
know  that  tiiere  is  to  be  a  combined  movement  from  the  James  to  the 
Gape  Fear,  and  you  are  to  begin  it.  Upon  your  success  depends  veiv 
much  the  success  of  the  scheme.  The  condition  of  Gontentnea  Greek 
or  the  roads  below  may  prevent  your  march,  or  there  may  be  other  ob- 
jections which  I  do  not  understand.  If  so,  wait  until  you  see  me ; 
hope  to  be  down  to-morrow.  I  most  earnestly  hoi)e,  however,  there 
will  be  no  obstacle  in  the  way.  I  have  written  to  General  Gamett,  at 
Greenville,  that  yon  would  begin  on  Thursday.  Everything  is  in- 
trusted to  your  skill,  prudence,  and  good  management 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major-GeneroL 


XTa  10. 

Report  of  Brig.  Gen.  Eiehard  B.  Gametty  C  S.  Army. 

Headquarters  Garnett's  Brigade, 

Tarboroughy  N.  C,  March  11,  18ftl 

Gbhbbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report,  which  I 
deem  important  yon  shonld  be  in  possession  of: 

My  last  regiment  has  just  arriveid.  My  troops  have  been  very  much 
delayed  on  Uie  route,  owing  to  want  of  concert  among  the  railroad 
agents.  I  did  not  receive  yonr  letter  of  instructions  until  about  1  o'clock 
to-day,  which  was  the  first  reliable  information  I  had  of  my  destination. 
Being  entirely  ignorant  of  the  country  in  which  I  was  ordered  to  oper- 
ate, f  consulted  with  the  post  quartermaster,  Captain  Brown,  who  in- 
ibnned  m&that  he  had  done  business  in  Hyde  Oonnty  for  many  years. 
He  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  had  been  very  mucli  stripped  by  the 
Yankees,  and  introduced  to  me  a  Mr.  Blount,  of  the  Forty-first  North 
Oaiolina  Begiment,  whom  he  represented  as  a  very  trustworthy  man 
and  a  native  of  Beanfort,  the  a^ioining  county  to  Hyde.    Mr.  Blount 
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gives  me  the  following  informatiou,  which  he  obtained  iu  Hyde  Gouutj 
while  eudeavoring  to  get  oat  a  horse  belouging  to  him ; 

The  Yankee  troops  have  destroyjsd  the  following  bridges:  Pango 
Bridge^  100  yards  long ;  Wilkerson  Greek  Bridge,  40  yards  long ;  Broad 
Creek  Bridge,  60  yards  long,  and  Rose  Bay  Bridge,  20  yards  long.  (All 
of  these  except  the  first  are  in  Hyde  Coanty,  and  mast  berebnilt  before 
wagons  can  pass  over  the  only  accessible  road  throagh  the  coanty. 
This  last  fact  is  confirmed  by  Captain  Brown.)  Mr.  Bloant  was  told  by 
Dr.  MUton  Selby  and  Mr.  Davis  (gentlemen  of  high  standing  in  Hyde) 
that  the  Federal  troops  had  lately  made  several  raids  into  the  coanty 
(one  abont  a  week  since),  destroying  and  carrying  off  large  quantities 
of  bacon  (aboat  15,000  poands  {h)m  a  Mr.  Bell),  besides  wantonly  killing 
beef-cattle  and  other  stock.  The  namber  of  the  enemy  in  their  last 
expedition  was  about  1,500,  Mr.  Bloant  reports  ten  gnnboats  on  the 
Sound,  two  of  which  he  saw  in  Pungo  Biver. 

I  have  but  few  mechanics  in  my  command  and  no  building-tools  ex- 
cept axes.  It  would  be  almost  impossible  to  build  a  bridge  over  the 
Pungo  Biver  if  attacked  by  the  gunboats,  which  would  probably-  be  the 
case,  as  the  water  is  some  20  feet  deep  and  the  work  would  necessarily 
occupy  several  days.  With  regard  to  the  other  bridges  I  can  form  no 
idcii,  being  ignorant  of  the  facility  for  getting  timber,  &c.,  in  their  neigh- 
borhood. You  can  j udge,  seeing  the  distauce  I  would  have  to  march  and 
the  detention  I  would  meet  with  from  the  causes  above  stated,  whether 
the  concert  you  mentioned  with  other  troops  could  be  carried  out. 

I  shall  leave  for  Greenville  to-morrow  morning,  which  place  I  cannot 
reach  until  the  next  day.    As  the  information  may  modify  your  views, 
I  am  desirous  of  hearing  from  you  as  soon  as  possible.    You  will  there- 
fore oblige  me  very  much  by  replying  by  the  bearer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GAliNETT, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Miy.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding. 


No.  IL 

Beport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Junius  Daniel^  C.  8.  Arn^f, 

Hbadquaetees, 
Kinstony  N.  0.,  March  11,  1863. 

General  :  Your  letters  of  instructions  have  been  i^eceived  and  de- 
livered. General  Robertson  left  yesterday;  General  Pettigrew  this 
morning ;  Miyor  Haskell  is  about  leaving.  I  am  very  anxious  that  you 
should  come  down  to-day.  You  are  aware  that  there  are  four  roads 
from  this  place  to  New  Berne  besides  the  railroad.  1  do  not  think  I  can 
advance  in  any  force  or  with  wagons  over  any  other  than  the  lower 
Trent.  The  bridges  are  destroyed  on  Neuse  and  Dover  roads  and  it 
will  require  a  day  or  two  to  build  them.  You  are  also  aware  that  un- 
less General  Robertson  operates  between  the  Trent  and  White  Oak  that 
the  upper  Trent  road  will  be  left  open  to  the  enemy.  I  think  I  under- 
stood from  General  Robertson  that  his  orders  were  to  operate  on 
souih  side  of  Trent,  allowing  him  to  go  beyond  the  White  Oak  I  pre- 
suiue 
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The  oBly  news  from  the  enemy  is  that  of  the  8th.    The  enemy's  cav- 
ally  went  to  Swansboroagh  from  Smith's  Mill,  where  they  met  some 
of  their  men  in  boats.    The  cavidry  returned  to  Smith's  Mill  on  the  9vh. 
Very  respectfully.  &c, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier- Om^eroL 
Mbj.  Qen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oammandmg  at  Oombanmgkj  N.  0. 


No.  12. 


Rqknrt  of  Brig,  Qen,  Beverly  H,  Bohertstmy  0.  8.  Arm^y  eommanding 

Cavalry, 

HBADQUASTEB8  OaYALBT  BBiaADE, 

March  21, 1863. 

Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  information  of  the  migor- 
general  commanding,  that  on  Monday,  the  9th  instant,  in  obedience  to 
his  written  instmotions,  and  immediately  after  their  receipt,  I  moved 
with  six  squadrons  of  my  command — three  from  the  Fifty-ninth  and  the 
remainder  from  the  Sixty  third  Begiment  North  Carolina  Troops,  in  all 
about  500  men — to  the  south  side  of  Trent  Eiver;  thence  toward  Jack- 
sonville, the  enemy  having  been  reported  advancing  in  that  direction. 

Upon  my  arrival  at  Hnggins'  farm  I  was  inform^  by  Capt.  [T.  W.] 
Harris,  [Company  E,  Sixty-third  North  Carolina  Troops,  or  Fifth  Cav- 
alryj,  on  picket  duty  in  that  vicinity,  that  the  Yankees  had  recrossed  the 
White  Oak  Biver  aud  probably  returned  to  New  Berne.  Learning  next 
morning  (Thursday)  that  they  were  reported  in  force  at  Trenton,  I  at 
once  started  tor  that  point  via  Comfort,  in  the  vicinity  of  which  I  en- 
camped the  same  night. 

Early  on  the  following  day,  in  order  to  protect  Daniel's  right  and  re- 
connoiter  the  country,  I  proceeded  to  Pollocksville,  where  it  was  stated 
the  enemy  had  their  pickets  stationed  and  were  strongly  fortified.  Upon 
my  arrival  there  I  ascertained  the  Yankees  had  crossed  Mill  Creek 
several  days  previous  and  destroyed  the  bridge  over  that  stream,  which, 
on  account  of  the  recent  rains,  I  found  impassable  for  cavalry,  at  least 
in  that  vicinity.  I  therefore  returned  to  McDaniePs  Mill  and  encamped, 
leaving  Mcintire's  squadron  on  picket  at  Pollocksville  and  Mill  Creek, 
with  orders  to  hold  those  places  at  all  hazards.  With  a  view  to  carry- 
ing out  the  instructions  of  the  m^or-general  commanding,  I  detached 
a  party  under  command  of  Lieut.  W.  J.  Wiley,  Company  F,  Sixty- third 
Regiment,  with  directions  to  move  rapidly  and  cut  the  railroad  between 
Sheppardsville  and  New  Berne.  1  provided  the  party  with  a  few  axe^ 
and  sent  with  it  the  only  good  guide  I  had — Private  Dennis,  Forty-first 
Kegiment  North  Carolina  Troops.  With  the  bulk  of  my  force  I  deter- 
mined either  to  head  Mill  Creek  and  operate  in  the  enemy's  rear  nearer 
New  Berne  or  move  upon  Sheppardsville.  Upon  reaching  Bichard  Old- 
field's  I  was  informed  by  a  most  resi)ectable,  intelligent,  and  loyal  citi- 
zen (well  known  to  many  of  my  officers),  and  perfectly  familiar  with 
that  section  of  country,  that  but  few  cavalry  could  be  advantageously 
used  there.  I  therefore  decided  to  detach  a  good  squadron,  with  instruc- 
tions to  strike  a  blow  at  or  near  Evans'  farm,  about  7  miles  from  New 
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Benie.  With  his  usual  alacrity  Ck>l.  [P.  O.J  Evans,  [Bixty-third  North 
CaroliDa  Troops,  or  Fifth  Cavalry],  who  is  perfectly  acquainted  with 
that  neighborhood,  volunteered  to  command  it  and  selected  Oapt.  [B.  F.] 
Shaw's  squadron.  With  the  remainder  of  my  command  I  moved  on  to- 
ward Sheppardsville,  reaching  Peletiei's  MiU,  20  odd  mileedistan^before 
sunset.  After  gaining  from  reliable  sources  all  the  inlbrmiMion  I  could 
relative  to  the  enemy's  strength,  position,  &a,  1  made  airangemeots  to 
attack  Sheppardsville  early  next  day  (Sunday),  or  at  least  to  occupy 
the  enemy's  attention  at  that  point  while  Colonel  Ferebee,  who  promptly 
offered  his  services  for  the  purpose,  wouM  destroy  the  railroad  above 
Newport  Creek^  taking  the  left-hand  road  beyond  Kennedy's  Mill. 
During  the  night  oificitd  dispatches  wero  received,  both  from  the  m%jor- 
general  commanding  and  from  Colonel  Bvans,  whose  contents  induced 
me  to  abandon  my  pl£m.  By  reference  to  the  map  you  will  peroeive 
that  I  had  reached  a  point  25  or  30  miles  in  front  of  Smith's  Mill,  on  White 
Oak,  following  the  only  road  by  whidi  it  was  possible  for  me  to  return. 

Colonel  Evans  having  been  compelled  to  foil  back  over  Mill  Creek  my 
position  was  by  no  means  desirable,  since  in  the  event  of  the  enemy's 
advance  to  the  fork  of  the  road  at  Smith's  Mill  I  should  have  been  forced 
to  out  my  way  through  or  swim  the  White  Oak  at  Swansborough.  Some 
time  before  day  Lieutenant  Wiley's  party  returned  and  repwted  they 
bad  torn  up  the  railroad  track  at  a  point  3  miles  above  Sheppardsville. 
From  the  proximity  of  the  enemy's  forces  they  were  compelled  to  wait 
until  after  night  to  commence  operations.  I  was  highly  gratified  with 
the  promptness  and  tsfflciency  displayed  by  Lieutenant  Wiley  and  party. 

Colonel  Evans  had  not  advanced  more  than  6  or  7  miles  beyond  Mill 
Creek  before  he  encountered  a  large  force  of  the  enemy's  cavaliy,  with 
which  he  skirmished  awhile,  resulting  in  the  loss  of  one  horse  killed  on 
our  side  and  disabling  one  of  the  enemy's.  The  colonel  then  ordered  a 
charge,  but  the  road  was  in  snch  condition  that  the  horses  mired  down 
and  two  men  were  dismounted.  The  shouting,  however,  had  the  effect  of 
routing  the  Yankees,  but  the  colonel  did  not  deem  it  prudent  to  pursue^ 
as  his  rear  was  much  exposed.  A  prisoner  whom  we  captured  reported 
a  large  force  in  that  vicinity,  as  did  also  a  loyal  citicen. 

Colonel  Evans  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  the  coolness  and  gal- 
lantry of  Captain  Shaw  and  Lieut.  John  C.  Hines,  of  Company  C.  He 
also  mentions  the  goo<l  conduct  of  Sergt.  Lewis  H.  Darden,  whose  horse 
was  killed  under  him ;  Privates  Thomas  O.  Bunting,  Bichard  H.  Lee, 
Charles  Butler,  Thomas  M.  Ferrill,  Walter  J.  Moore,  George  M.  Tatum, 
George  Vaun,  Cornelius  Timothy.  Isaac  W.  Grist,  and  Corpl.  W.  F. 
Culbreth,  all  of  whom  volunteerea  to  go  to  the  front  and  watch  the 
enemy. 

I  am  pleased  to  state  that  my  whole  command  during  the  maroh  con- 
tinned  in  excellent  spirits  despite  the  weather,  and  seemed  anxious  to 
engage  the  foe.  My  movements  were  seriously  interrupted  and  impeded 
by  the  scareity  of  forage,  of  which  there  is  not  sufficient  to  supply  the 
wants  of  the  few  citizens  remaining  in  those  counties. 

I  am  greatly  in  need  of  a  good  battery,  and  respectfuUy  ask  that  one 
be  ordered  to  me  without  delay. 

Very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BOBEBTSON, 

Briffodier-ChiierdL 

Ms\j.  Aboheb  Anderson, 

Asst  Adjt.  Oen.,  Hdqrs.  Dept  o/N.  0.,  Ooldsboraugh, 
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VABOH  10-lS,  1868.— DemomtratioiL  on  Flymonth;  ¥.  C. 

Report  of  Maj.  Walter  0.  BarikdUmew^  Twrnty-BevewtK  Maua/okMHite 

Iftfamtrffj  commanding  Poet 

Plymouth,  N.  0.,  Mareh  13, 1868. 

Obnxhal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  on  the  10th  instant,  at 
aboat3  o^elook  p.  m.,  the  enemy  made  their  appearance,  abont  60  strong, 
within  rifle-cAot  of  oar  ontpost.  I  immediately  ordered  the  garrison  to 
take  position  in  line  of  l^e  inside  pickets  and  sent  a  company  oat  as  skir- 
mishers, who  proceeded  about  2  miles  and  foond  they  were  in  force  one- 
half  mile  farther  on.  I  reported  to  Captain  Flasser,  of  the  ganboat 
Perry,  bat  the  enemy  not  maldng  any  fturther  demonstrations  at  that  time 
did  not  open  apon  them.  After  standing  an  hoar  in  a  drenching  rain 
another  alarm  was  given.  As  the  enemy  advanced  and  fired  apon  oar 
pickets  the  gnnlxMits  commenced  to  sheU  them,  and  they  retired.  They 
made  their  appearance  again  abont  10  in  the  evening  so  close  to  oar 
lines  that  we  coald  hear  them  speak  distinctly.  At  a  signal  from  the 
boats  the  pickets  were  drawn  in,  and  they  were  again  shelled,  as  I  learn, 
with  good  effect,  as  several  were  reported  killeid  and  wonnded.  We 
were  nnder  arms  the  remainder  of  the  night  bat  were  not  molested  In 
the  mominff  I  sent  a  party  to  reconnoiter,  who  went  as  £eur  as  Corpear's 
blacksmith^  shop,  wMch  had  been  nsed  as  a  picket  post,  and  burned  it 
in  sight  of  the  enemy,  and  ascertained  their  strength  to  be  aboat  800 
men  of  the  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  Begiment. 

This  morning  (Uie  13th),  abont  2  o'clock,  three  rockets  were  sent  np 
by  the  enemy  and  were  answered  by  two  bine  ones  several  miles  np  the 
river.  Thas  we  are  still  in  doabt  as  to  what  they  intend  to  do,  bat  ex- 
pect to  meet  them  with  determination  whatever  way  they  come.  Both 
officers  and  men  behaved  with  their  nsual  gaUantry ,  and  expressed  mnch 
disappointment  that  the  albir  shonld  end  so  qaietiy. 
I  am,  general,  yonr  veiy  obedient  servant-, 

W.  G.  BARTHOLOMEW, 
Mq^y  CommoMdimg  PaeL 


WABflW  17, 1868.^8kinidih  near  FrankUn,  Ta. 


No.  L^lfitf .  Gen.  John  J.  Peek,  U.  8.  Aimy. 

Vo.  8.— CoL  Ssmnel  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  PennqrlyaniA  Csvahj. 

Ko.  1. 

Seport  of  Mai.  Qem.  Jokm  J.  Peekj  U.  8.  Army. 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  Mareh  17, 1868. 

DsAB  Bib  :  Colonel  Spear  was  delayed  fixmi  ibar  to  five  hoars,  and 
reached  the  vicinity  of  Franklin  aboat  9  o'clock.  He  charged  with 
cavalry,  capturing  one  lieutenant,  bat  his  men  failed  to  get  over  the 
earthworks,  ditches,  ftc.  He  made  a  second  charge  with  like  resnlts. 
He  shelled  them  with  effect.  He  went  down  toward  Sonth  Quay  and  is 
now  retaming.    M%jor  Stratton  led  a  charge  and  was  twice  wonnded, 
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bot  only  slightly.  Lieut.  [G.  B.l  Knight  and  one  man  missing.  Lieat. 
[8.  L.]  Monday  is  badly  wounded.  It  was  a  bold  dash  for  cavalry,  and 
impressed  the  rebels  with  the  idea  that  our  men  were  in  earnest. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

(Seneml  Dix* 


Na  2. 

Report  of  Ool.  Samud  P,  Spear^  SlevmUk  Penntffloama  Oatahy. 

Hixpts.  BLsyENTH  Penksylyaioa  Vol.  Oaxajjry^ 

Camp  Suffolk^  Va.,  March  18, 1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  a  reconnais- 
sance made  by  me  in  the  direction  of  Franklin,  &c : 

On  the  evening  of  the  16th  I  received  orders  from  the  commanding 
general,  through  his  assistant  a^u  cant-general,  to  make  a  thorough  in- 
vestigation of  the  ground  occupied  by  a  supposed  force  on  the  Black- 
water,  and  opposite  to,  on  this  side  of  the  river  from  Franklin.  I  ac- 
cordingly left  Suffolk  in  command  of  350  cavalry  and  four  pieces  of 
Davis'  battery,  and,  proceeding  very  cautiously,  arrived  at  and  found 
the  enemy's  ooter  pickets  at  Hebron  Church,  half  a  mile  from  Carrsville 
and  4^  miles  thia  side  of  Franklin.  They  at  once  fled  to  the  woods, 
and  undoubtedly,  by  a  pathway,  gave  information  of  my  approach.  I 
advanced,  and  at  a  point  1  mile  this  side  of  Franklin  found  a  small 
picket ;  captured  a  first  lieutenant  in  charge  and  sent  him  at  once  to 
your  headquarters.  Here  I  ordered  a  charge  of  three  companies,  under 
Miy.  F.  A.  Stratton,  and  he  gallantly  made  the  same,  in  which,  imme- 
diately under  the  breastworks  of  the  enemy,  he  lost  his  horse  and  full 
equipments.  Some  of  his  men  were  wounded  and  Lieut.  Samuel  L. 
Monday  was  badly  wounded  in  the  abdomen.  The  party  under  command 
of  M%jor  Stratton,  after  examining  the  enemy's  defenses,  &c.,  and  in 
accordance  to  orders,  returned  and  joined  my  main  body.  Captain  Davis 
was  then  directed  and  threw  about  eighteen  shells  directly  into  the  en- 
emy's lines,  which  must  have  done  great  destruction. 

I  then  ordered  cease  firing  and  made  a  second  charge  of  three  com- 
panies, under  Miy.  Ceorge  T.  Cornog,  which  was  done  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  merit  my  thanks.  The  enemy's  intreuchmeuts,  masked  bat- 
tery, and  rifle-pits  were  so  constructed  as  to  be  impassable  for  cavalry, 
and  while  no  results  could  be  gained  by  me,  enabled  him  to  a  very 
great  advantage. 

The  fortifications,  rifle-pits,  &c.,  are  about  200  yards  from  Black  water 
Biver  and  running  nearly  parallel  with  it,  and  it  is  estimated,  by  a 
minute  examination,  that  one  regiment  of  infantry,  about  250  cavalry, 
two  10-pounder  rifled  guns,  and  one  section  of  rocket  battery  is  the 
strength  of  the  enemy  on  this  side  of  the  river  at  that  point. 

Inclosed  please  find  a  list  of  wounded  and  missing,*  and  see  note  of 
some  since  returned.  Lieutenant  Knight  must,  I  think,  have  been 
thrown  from  his  horse,  and  is  probably  now  a  prisoner  unhurt. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  commend  highly  the  conduct  of  Msjs.  Frank- 
lin A.  Stratton  and  Qeorge  T.  Cornog  for  their  prompt,  energetic, 
and  spirited  manner  in  conducting  their  respective  charges,  and  unless 

*  Not  found.  Regimental  returns  report  1  officer  and  2  men  wounded,  and  1  offloei 
tfkd  11  men  miasing. 
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these  moTements  had  been  made  it  would  have  been  imposeible  t<>  have 
given  a  correct  or  even  a  slight  account  of  the  enemy's  defenses, 
strength,  &o. 

Lieut.  Samuel  L.  Monday  was  seriously  wounded*  while  in  the  per- 
formance of  his  dut^,  and  1  regret  exceedingly  this  serious  iivjury  to  an 
excellent  and  promising  officer. 

Capt.  Phineas  A.  Davis  is  deserving  of  great  cred  t  for  his  portion  of 
duty  in  the  reconnaissance,  and  officers  and  men  all  behayed  well. 

Having  performed  the  duty  assigned  me,  I  returned  to  camp  at  7  last 
evening. 

While  I  regret  exceedingly  the  loss  in  missing  I  am  positive  that  I 
could  not  have  carried  out  my  instructions  with  less  casualties. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  SPBAB, 
Colonel  EUv&nth  Pennsylvania  Oa/iciky. 
M^}.  B.  B.  FosTXB, 

AeeUUmt  Aijniant-Qen/eral, 


KABOH  88, 1808.— Skirmiih  at  Winflald,  ¥.  0. 

RSUPOR'TS. 

No.  1. — ^im.  Gton.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  Army,  oommanding  th«)  Department  of  Virginia. 
No.  2. — Mi^.  Oon.  John  G.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 
No.  3.— Mi^.  Gen.  John  J.  Peek,  U.  S.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Biepwrt  of  Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dia,  U,  S.  Army,  eommanding  the  Depart- 
ment qf  Virginia, 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  March  29, 1863. 

On  the  23d  the  enemy,  with  three  companies  Forty-second  North  Oar- 
olina  and  a  guerrilla  force,  under  command  of  Colonel  Brown,  Forty- 
second  North  Carolina,  attacked  the  post  at  Winfield,  on  the  Chowan, 
below  Oatesville.  Lieutenant  McLane,  with  part  of  a  company  of  the 
First  North  Carolina  Volunteers,  took  refuge  in  a  block-house,  and  after 
an  hour  and  a  half's  fighting  repulsed  the  enemy.  The  next  day  Gen- 
eral Foster  came  up  from  Plymouth  with  three  companies,  which  were 
landed  and  sent  in  pursuit  Four  companies  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsyl- 
vania Cavalry  were  sent  from  Suffolk  the  same  day  by  General  Peck. 
Some  of  Colonel  Brown's  command  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Chowan. 
The  residue  were  overtaken  by  General  Foster's  companies,  and  after  a 
skirmish  were  dispersed  and  scattered  in  the  swamps.  Our  troops  were 
trying  to  hunt  them  up  at  last  accounts.  This  morning  the  enemy 
attacked  Williamsburg  with  infantry  and  cavalry,  and  were  repulsed 
by  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  under  Colonel  Lewis.  They  had 
retreated  an  hour  ago.  All  was  quiet  at  Williamsburg,  and  Colonel 
Lewis  had  re-established  his  pickets. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mt^or-C^eneroL 

M^jor-Oeneral  Hallbok,  General'in'Ohiqf, 

'Died  of  hit  woonda  Maroh  18, 1863. 
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No.  2. 

Eepari  o/Maj.  Oen.  JoJm  O,  Fotter^  U.  8.  Arm^j  eomma$Ulim§  tfta  Depmrt- 

fMiU  of  North  CaroUma, 

Ohowan  BiYXBy  Stbaxbr  John  Fabon, 

Mareh  25, 1863. 

Gbnbbal  :  The  rebels  attacked  the  post  at  Winfield  on  the  mornfog 
of  the  23d  at  daybreak.  lieutenant  MoLane,  with  the  portion  of  his 
company  (of  the  First  North  Oarolina  Volunteers)  that  had  not  left  him, 
took  refuge  in  the  block-house,  and  after  one  and  a  half  hoars'  fighting 
repulsed  the  enemy,  whose  force  consisted  of  three  comjianies  of  the 
Forty-second  North  Carolina  and  a  guerrilla  force,  all  under  the  com- 
mand of  Colonel  Brown,  of  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina.  I  was  at 
Plymouth  at  the  time  and  ran  up  with  three  companies,  landed  them, 
and  started  them  in  pursuit,  at  the  same  time  patroling  the  river  with 
my  boat  to  prerent  their  recroesing  and  also  sending  for  some  cavalry 
to  General  Peck,  at  SujSblk,  to  scour  the  county  and  pick  up  stragglers. 
Some  of  Colonel  Brown's  command  succeeded  in  reorossing,  but  the  re- 
mainder were  overtaken  by  our  companies  at  Booky  Hodc  Creek  yes- 
terday morning  and  attacked,  and  after  a  short  skinnish  scattered  into 
the  swamps. 

Four  companies  of  your  fine  regiment,  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavaliy,  arrived  at  night,  too  late  to  do  much  scouting,  but  will  to-day 
try  to  force  out  these  fugitive  rebels.  You  can.  if  you  choose,  send  a 
brief  epitome  of  this  smdl  affiEdr  to  General  Halleck. 

If  you  still  entertain  the  idea  of  holding  the  country  north  of  the 
Albemarle,  now  garrisoned  by  very  small  parties,  I  shall  be  happy  to 
vacate  whenever  you  find  it  convenient  to  replace  my  small  garrisons 
or  to  establish  others  more  convenient  for  you.  I  think  the  post  at 
Winfield  should  be  maintained  to  intercept  smuggling  across  the 
Ohowan  Biver. 

With  great  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  F08TBB, 
Mt^far-Omeraly  VohuUeen. 

General  John  A.  Dix, 

Oomdg.  Seventh  Army  Oofp$^  Fort  Monroe^  Fa. 


No.  3. 
Reports  of  Mai.  Oem.  John  J.  Peok^  V.  8.  Armp. 

SXTFPOLK,  Ya.,  March  23, 1833. 

The  post  at  Winfield,  N.  C,  was  attacked  this  morning  by  a  consid- 
erable force  of  guerrillas  in  the  absence  of  the  gunboat.  One  of  the 
pickets  came  in.  I  at  once  ordered  M%jor  Stratton  to  go  down  with  a 
party  of  cavaliy  and  render  any  assistance  in  his  power. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqfor-OeneriiL 
General  Dix. 

SXTFFOLK,  Ya.,  March  24, 1863 

A  communication  from  General  Foster's  headquarters  leached  me 
this  morning.    The  gunboats  had  arrived  at  Winfield  itom  Plymouth 
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and  relieved  the  ffarrison  after  all  their  banrackB  were  burned.  They 
crossed  8  miles  below.  Yesterday  I  sent  a  strong  party,  under  M^jor 
Btratton,  and  hope  we  may  be  able  to  ont  off  and  capture  some  of  them. 
Shall  follow  them  up. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqiar-OmmrmL 
General  Ddl 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  March  25, 1803. 

M%jor  Btratton  reached  Winfleld  at  8  a.  m.,  in  excellent  time.  The 
gunboat  had  been  back  with  four  companies  of  infantry  and  left  again 
prior  to  his  arrival.  The  infantry  were  in  pursuit.  The  rebels  moved 
off  toward  Edenton.    Some  heavy  guns  were  heard  in  that  direction. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Md^'OmieraL 
Miyor-Oeneral  Dix. 


XABCH  29, 1863.— SkirmiBh  at  WUliamBhiirg,  Va. 

No.  1. — Brig.  Qen.  Kiohard  BoBteed,  U.  8.  Anny,  oommanding  at  Torktown,  sad 

orders. 
No.  2. — Lieut.  Col.  William  Lewis,  Fifth  PenngylTAiiia  Csvalij. 
No.  :{. — Brig.  Geu.  Hoiirj  A.  Wise,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  4.-^oL  William  B.  Tabb,  C.  8.  Army. 
No.  5.— ^apt.  O.  A.  Wallace,  C.  8.  Army. 

No.  1. 

Btport  of  Brig.  Oen.  Ru^rd  BuHeedy  U.  8.  Arm^^  wmmaiidmg  at  Yarh- 

Untmj  and  tMrders. 

YOBKTOWN,  March  30, 1833. 

I  sent  yon  this  morning  the  report  of  Colonel  Lewis,  who  is  now  here. 
Our  casualties  were  5  wounded,  6  missing,  and  2  murdered.  The  boots 
were  stolen  from  ofT  our  dead. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded,  aooording  to  the  most  reli- 
able accounts,  is  at  least  18.  He  came  wiUi  a  train  of  wagons  and  four 
field  pieces,  and  was  guided  into  the  town  by  citizens  of  Williamsburg 
at  three  different  points. 

I  will  send  you  to-morrow  three  of  the  enemy's  force,  who  deserted  to 
us.    I  have  the  pleasure  to  report  everything  quiet  now. 

BIGHABD  BU8TEED, 
Brigadier-Om^erdlj  Commanding, 

General  DOL 

Hbadquastsbb  Fourth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Yorktaumy  Va.y  March  29, 1833. 
Colonel  Lxwis: 

I  received  on  Thursday  from  General  Dix  a  telegram  that  Williams- 
burg must  not  be  destroyed  unless  actually  taken  possession  of  by  the 

'Bee  also  Dix  to  Keyes,  May  26, 1663,  ia  "  Correepondenoe,  etc.,"  jMtt 
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euomy,  and  then  not  unless  absolately  necessary  for  oar  cwn  safety. 
Yon  must  be  guided  by  these  rules  in  all  that  you  do. 

RICHARD  BUSTBBD, 
Brigadier- General,  Cammomding  ths  Forces  at  YarkUnen. 

OBOEBS.J  FOITBTH  ABlfY  OOBPS, 

TorkUnenj  Va.,  March  29, 1863. 
Commanding  Oppioeb, 

Williamsburg^  Va.: 

The  attack  of  the  enemy  on  our  lines  at  Williamsburg  this  (Sabbath) 
morning  was  accompanieid  by  circumstances  of  so  aggravated  a  char- 
acter as  to  call  for  prompt  and  severe  punishment  to  l^ose  most  impli- 
cated. Conclusive  evidence  has  been  furnished  to  the  commanding 
general  that  the  attack  was  aided,  if  not  planned,  by  citizens  of  Will- 
iamsburg and  carried  to  a  successful  end  by  them  and  their  abettors 
outside  the  lines;  that  the  enemy  were  led  into  the  city  by  one  or  more 
citizens,  and  that  when  once  in  they  were  enabled  by  the  aid  of  the 
citizens  and  their  own  overwhelming  force  to  occupy  the  most  advan- 
tageous points  for  attack  and  defense ;  that  upon  their  occupation  of 
the  city  they  were  assisted  by  the  citizens  in  their  attack  upon  our 
forces,  who  were  fired  upon  from  the  houses  lining  the  streets,  the 
dead  bodies  of  the  murdered  being  despoiled  and  stnpped,  their  boots 
pulled  off  their  feet ;  that  the  stores  of  their  sympathizers  within  Uie 
city  were  thrown  open  to  their  advantage  and  their  horses  loaded  with 
packs  prepared  for  their  arrival.  To  provide  against  a  repetition  of 
the  outmge,  the  commanding  general  directs : 

1st.  That  all  the  pnvileges  to  all  store-keepers  in  the  city  of  Williams- 
burg to  purchase  and  sell  goods  are  revoked. 

2d.  That  all  citizens  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  vicinity  who  are 
willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the  United 
States  will  present  themselves  to  the  provost-marshal  of  Williamsburg 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  oath  on  or  before  the  Ist  day  of  April. 
1863. 

3d.  That  all  citizens  in  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  vicinity  who  are 
not  willing  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Government  of  the 
United  States,  excepting  the  servants  and  employes  of  the  Eastern 
Lunatic  Asylum  of  the  State  of  Virginia,  will  prepare  themselves  and 
their  families  to  be  placed  beyond  the  lines  now  occupied  by  the  armed 
forces  of  the  said  Government  by  the  2d  day  of  April,  1863. 

4th.  The  greatest  publicity  possible  will  be  given  to  this  order  and 
the  cause  l^iding  to  its  issue,  and  the  end  to  be  accomplished  by  its 
enforcement  will  be  communicated  to  all  concerned. 

By  order  of  Brigadier-General  Busteed,  commanding  post: 

C.  G.  SUYDAM, 
Assistam^t  Adjuixxmi-OeneraiL 

YOBKiowN,  Va.,  March  30, 1863. 
Col.  William  Lbwis, 

Oommamding  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  : 

General  Dix  directs  that  the  order  1  issued  to  you  to-day  shall  not 
be  enforced.  You  will  therefore  consider  it  as  revoked.  Notify  the 
provost-nrarshal  at  Williamsburg. 

EICHAED  BUSTBBD, 
Brigadier-Chnerdly  OimmoMimg. 
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HDQB8.  Dbpt.  of  YiBonaA,  Sbyenth  Abmt  Gobps, 

Fort  Monroe^  March  31, 1863. 
Maj.  Oen.  £.  D.  Kbybs, 

Commanding^  Yorktoumj  Va» : 

Obnebal.  :  In  view  of  the  raid  on  Williamsburg  on  Sanday  last,  and 
mmors  of  complicity  on  the  part  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  assailants, 
you  will  give  orders  as  follows : 

1st.  No  persons  will  be  allowed  to  go  to  Williamsburg  from  any  point 
south  of  Fort  Magruder  without  taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

2d.  No  citizen  of  Williamsburg  will  be  permitted  to  go  to  Yorktown 
or  to  any  place  south  of  Fort  Magruder  without  taking  the  oath  of  alle- 
giance. 

3d.  No  person  will  be  allowed  to  trade  in  Williamsburg  without  first 
taking  the  oath  of  allegiance. 

4th.  No  further  supplies  will  be  allowed  to  be  taken  to  Williamsburg 
for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants,  except  the  produce  of  the  neighboring 
fiftrms,  until  further  orders. 

An  investigation  will  be  made  into  the  circumstances  alleged  to  have 
occurred  at  tbe  time  of  the  attack,  and  if  the  parties  accused  of  aiding 
and  abetting  it  are  detected  and  reasonable  presumption  of  their  guilt 
is  shown  they  will  be  brought  before  a  military  tribunal  and  punished 
according  to  the  laws  of  war. 

The  objections  to  the  order  issued  by  General  Busteed  are : 

Ist.  If  the  enemy  should  come  in  overwhelming  force  and  dispossess 
ns  of  Williamsburg  the  order  would  be  an  idle  threat. 

2<1.  It  assumes  without  investigation  that  the  reports  of  complicity 
with  the  enemy  are  true  and  that  all  the  inhabitants  are  implicated, 
whereas  we  must  ascertain  who  is  guilty  and  leave  the  innocent  undis- 
turbed. 

3d.  It  has  not  been  the  policy  of  the  Government  in  towns  which  are 
occupied  as  outposts,  and  which  may  only  be  temporarily  held  as  such, 
to  apply  the  tests  imposed  by  General  Busteed's  order  |  but  on  the  con- 
trary to  leave  the  people  unmolested  if  they  continue  m  the  quiet  pur- 
suit of  their  customary  occupations  and  give  no  aid  or  comfort  to  the 
enemy. 

4th.  An  order  of  such  extensive  scope  as  that  of  General  Busteed,  who 
was  only  temporarily  in  command  in  your  absence,  should  not  have 
been  issued  without  authority  of  the  commanding  general  of  the  de- 
partment. 

Should  it  be  found  that  any  house  in  Williamsburg  was  occupied  by 
the  enemy  with  the  consent  of  the  owner  for  the  purpose  of  firing  upon 
oor  troops  it  will  be  raased  to  the  ground. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^or-OeneraL 


No.  2. 

Report  of  Lieut.  Col  William  Leicis,  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

Hbabquabtbbs  Fipth  Pennsylvania  Cavalby, 

N'ear  Williamsburg,  Va.,  March  29,  18e3. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  about  5  a.  m.  this  day  a 
body  of  infantr^,^  100  strong,  drove  in  our  pickets  near  Lipscomb's  farm 
and  advanced  into  Williamsburg  while  a  large  force  of  cavalry,  esti- 
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mated  at  1,000  in  namber,  advanced  on  the  Biohmond  road,  having  with 
them  four  pieces  of  artillery  and  a  nomber  of  wagons.  The  cavalry  en- 
gaging the  attention  of  Lieutenant  Wenzel,  of  Company  G,  who  with  26 
of  his  men  were  stationed  on  the  Richmond  road,  the  infantry  sncoeeded 
in  getting  in  his  rear.  Lieatenant  Wenzel,  finding  himself  cut  off,  drew 
sa^r  and  charged  through  their  infieintry  to  join  Captain  Stetson,  in 
command  of  reserve  pickets,  but  in  so  doing  had  2  men  killed  and 
himself  and  3  others  wounded;  9  men  additional  were  dismounted  and 
are  missing.  Lieutenant  Wenzel  behaved  with  great  gaUantry.  He 
gives  a  very  clear  account  of  the  whole  afiGedr,  and  is  positive  as  to  the 
strength  of  enemy,  as  he  allowed  them  to  approach  within  500  yards 
before  retreating.  Their  battery  was  planted  at  the  college  ready  for 
action.  On  ascertaining  their  strengUi  Captain  Stetson,  with  picket 
reserve,  fell  back  and  joined  the  regiment  in  line  of  battle  near  Fort 
Magruder  under  my  command.  Before  receiving  contrary  orders  from 
your  headquarters  I  ordered  Captain  Bayley,  in  command  of  Fort  Ma- 
gruder, to  shell  the  enemy  out  of  the  town,  which  was  accomplished  after 
firing  about  12  rounds  from  a  6-pounder.  Our  picket  line  was  then  re- 
established, the  enemy  still  holding  a  position  in  the  woods  about  one- 
half  mile  be.vond  Williamsburg.  One  24-pounder  was  then  run  from 
Fort  Magruder  and  preparations  made  for  an  advance,  with  the  idea  of 
clearing  our  picket  line,  whereupon  the  enemy  retired.  In  this  sffeAr 
we  lost  7  horses  besides  the  men  previously  named.  The  enemy  lost  in 
killed  and  wounded  12  men,  whom  they  carried  away  in  their  wagons, 
and  4  deserters. 

After  quiet  was  restored  I  returned  to  camp  with  my  command,  and 
arrived  here  at  11  a.  m. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  LEWIS, 
Lieutenant- Colonely  Oamnumding, 

Lieut  Col.  C.  C.  Sutdax, 

Aset.  Adjt  Qen.<f  Fourth  Army  Oarps^  Yorktown^  Va, 

[Indonemeiit.] 

Hbadquabtebs  Fourth  Abitv  Cobps, 

Yorktownj  Va.,  March  29, 1868. 
Respectfully  forwarded. 

The  within  report  is  furnished  to  the  m%jor-general  commanding  the 
department  for  his  information.  I  am,  however,  not  satisfied  with  its 
completeness,  and  have  directed  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis  to  rei>ort  to 
mc  in  the  morning  that  I  may  obtain  a  more  fall  and  detailed  account  of 
the  occurrences  of  this  morning. 

RICHARD  BUSTEED, 

Brigadier-  Qeneral. 


ISo.  3. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen,  Henry  A.  Wiee,  C,  8,  Army, 

March  31, 1883. 
•  •••••• 

Colonel  Tabb,  on  March  29  instant,  made  a  descent  upon  the  Federals 
at>  Williamsburg.    The  result  of  the  expedition  was  the  capture  of  the 
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town  and  the  UDing  and  csptaring  of  about  15  of  the  enemy  without 
I068  on  the  part  of  Colonel  Tabb.  w>me  time  sinoe,  as  has  been  reported 
already.  Ck>loncl  Tabb  captored  some  36  Federal  cavalry.  The  cavalry 
on  the  Feninsnla  are  doing  good  duty  and  are  actively  employed.  They 
are  doing  all  that  can  be  done  with  them. 
Very  respectfully. 

HENBT  A.  WISE^ 

Brigadter-Oen^rmL 


Ka  4. 
Ittpart  of  Ool  WUUam  B.  Tibb^  0.  8.  Arm^. 

HSADQUABTXBS, 

JHaseund  Bridge^  Fa.,  March  30, 1868. 

Captain  :  I  have  to  reiK>rt  the  failure  of  my  attempt  to  capture  Fort 
Magruder.    My  plan  of  operations  was  as  follows : 

The  whole  command  moved  together  to  Petitt's  fiftrm,  between  3  and 
4  miles  from  Williamsburg,  on  the  Telegraph  road.  Here  100  infantry, 
under  Capt.  O.  A.  Wallace,  were  detached.  Captain  WaUace  was  di- 
rected ti>  gain  the  rear  of  Fort  Magruder  by  a  detour  to  the  left  through 
Petitt^s  and  Lipscomb^s  farms,  passing  between  the  pickets  at  Capitol 
Landing  Bridge  and  Williamsburg,  and  to  surprise  the  fort  before  day- 
break. The  main  body  moved  io  within  1^  miles  of  Williamsburg. 
The  report  of  Captain  Wallace's  guns  was  to  be  the  signal  for  a  general 
advance.  Signals  were  concerted  by  which  I  could  l^  apprised  of  the 
success  or  failure  of  the  assault.  Had  the  fort  been  carried  Captain 
Widlace  would  have  been  re-enforced  there  and  a  detachment  sent  to 
King's  Mill ;  if  he  failed  the  main  body  was  to  form  in  line  of  battle  at 
the  east  end  of  the  town,  and  Captain  Wallace,  falling  back  over  ground 
protected  from  the  g[uns  at  the  fort  and  inaccessible  to  cavalry,  would 
come  up  by  the  Capitol  Landing  road,  enter  Williamsburg  in  my  rear, 
and  so  r^oin  the  main  body.  Partly  through  the  blunders  of  guides, 
in  whose  efficiency  I  have  every  reason  to  rely,  and  partly  t£rough 
straggling  among  the  men  by  which  the  command  was  divided  and 
time  lost  in  getting  it  together,  Captain  Wallace's  detachment  was  two 
hours  going  not  quite  4  miles.  They  reached  Capitol  Landing  road 
after  &ybreak  and  came  in  full  view  of  the  enemy's  pickets.  All 
tiiought  of  capturing  the  post  by  surprise  had  now  to  be  abandoned, 
and  an  open  assault  would  have  involved  a  sacrifice  altogether  dispro- 
portionate  to  the  advantage  to  be  gained.  Captain  Wallace  prudently 
forbore  to  make  the  attack,  and,  signaling  me  to  that  effect,  moved  up 
toward  Williamsburg  on  the  Capitol  Landing  road.  The  main  body 
moving  rapidly  forward  drove  the  picket  and  provost  guard  back  on 
Captain  Wallace,  who,  without  loss,  killed  and  wounded  4  and  made  11 
prisoners.    1  will  forward  Captain  Wallace's  report. 

The  fiftilure  to  capture  Fort  Magruder  involves  the  failure  of  the  expe- 
dition to  Ejng's  Mill.  The  most  direct  road  looking  from  Williamsburg 
to  King's  Mill  passes  over  two  mill-dams,  both  of  which  have  been  cut, 
making  the  road  impassable  for  cavalry.  The  only  other  road  passes 
within  close  range  of  Fort  Magruder.  The  citizens  of  Williamsburg 
faiform  me,  however,  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  going  there ;  the 
■agrees  have  aU  been  removed. 
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Large  smokes  were  observed  at  Fort  Magraderand  WLittaker's  MiU. 
Mr  Douglas,  the  saperintendent  of  the  lunatic  asylam,  who  was  watch- 
ing from  the  tower,  reported  that  the  enemy  were  bnming  their  stores. 
I  am  still  coniiilent  that  the  enterprise  is  easily  practicable,  but  in  this 
connection  I  will  write  again. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TABB, 
OoUmelj  Oammtuidimg. 
Oapt.  J.  H.  PsAROS, 

AMtttaiU  Adjutant-OmeroL 


ISa.  5. 

Bepart  of  Oapt.  G.  A.  WdUaeey  0.  B.  Armif. 

DiASOUND  Bridge,  Ya.,  Mareh  90, 1803. 

Sir  :  I  beg  to  hand  you  here  my  report  of  the  expedition  intmsted 
to  me : 

The  object  beinff  the  capture  of  Fort  Magruder  by  sorprise,  I  left  you 
at  a  point  on  the  Telegraph  road  about  3  miles  from  Williamsburg  at  2 
a.  m.  yesterday.  I  took  with  me  two  guides.  Companies  F  and  A,  Fifty- 
ninth  Virginia  Begiment,  and  Gapt.  [J.  C.J  Hill's  company,  of  Forty- 
sixth  Virginia  Begiment,  numbering  102  muskets.  It  was  thought  by 
your  guides  that  we  could  reach  the  point  fix)m  which  I  was  to  make 
the  assault  on  the  fort  before  daylight,  but  the  guides  whom  you  gave 
me,  though  they  knew  the  direction,  seemed  to  know  nothing  of  any 
path.  We  were  led  over  a  very  rough  country — through  ploughed 
fields,  over  fences,  deep  and  wide  ditches,  through  a  swamp  that  took 
the  men  over  knee-deep,  and  through  some  timl^r  with  very  thick  un- 
dergrowth. Owing  to  all  this  our  progress  was  very  slow ;  as  it  was, 
the  darkness  caused  Company  A,  Fifty-ninth  Begiment,  and  Captain 
Hill's  company  to  be  separated  from  my  command,  and  at  daylight  I 
reached  the  open  counti^  about  1  mile  from  the  fort  with  Company  F, 
Fif^-ninth  Begiment,  only.  I  sent  back  one  of  the  guides  to  find  the 
two  lost  companies  and  when  he  returned  with  them  it  was  so  light 
that  we  could  be  seen,  and  were  undoubtedly  seen  from  Williamsburg. 
I  determined  therefore  to  push  on.  On  reaching  a  point  near  the  Cap- 
itol Landing  road  we  discovered  three  of  the  enemy,  mounted,  coming 
from  Williamsburg.  They  having  discovered  who  we  were  turned  their 
horses,  and  I  ordered  a  volley  to  be  fired  on  them.  I  then  determined, 
being  discovered,  to  make  my  way  through  Williamsburg  to  form  a 
junction  with  you  on  the  Telegraph  road,  if  not  at  Williamsburg  itself. 
A  few  minutes  after  the  first  I  fired  the  second  volley,  as  the  signal 
agreed  on,  and  was  proceeding  over  the  old  field  toward  the  town  when 
we  were  threatened  by  a  body  of  cavalry  on  our  left.  I  immediately 
formed  line  of  battle  and  advanced  at  double-quick  and  in  good  order. 
They  seeming  to  advance,  I  halted  and  fired  several  rounds.  Having 
dispersed  them  I  marched  by  the  flank  to  the  town.  Another  large 
body  of  cavalry  in  the  mean  time  was  discovered  in  a  field  on  our  left, 
who  followed  us  to  the  town.  ^Vhen  1  struck  the  main  street,  up  which 
[  filed  my  force,  this  last  body  followed.  In  the  mean  time  we  captured 
4  prisoners,  horses,  arms,  &c.,  and  fired  on  several  who  would  not  sur- 
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lender.  I  then  disooyered  about  30  or  40  cavalry  forming  ahead  of  ns 
at  College  Place.  Having  thus  the  enemy  to  contend  with  at  each  end 
of  the  street  I  formed  my  men  on  the  right  side  of  Main  street,  when 
the  body  at  College  Place  advanced  in  a  charge.  We  held  our  fire  until 
they  were  close  to  us.  Our  fire  broke  and  confused  them.  We  killed  3 
men  at  this  fire  and  wounded  several  and  took  7  prisoners  who  were 
not  wcfunded,  besides  killing  and  capturing  the  like  number  of  horses, 
arms,  &c.  I  continued  to  move,  but  made  another  stand  immediately 
at  College  Place  upon  discovering  that  the  enemy  in  my  rear  moved 
after  us.  While  in  this  position  the  enemy  in  the  rear  retired  and  your 
force  then  appeared. 

This  ends  my  report  except  to  say  I  feel  sorry  your  main  object 
failed. 

The  enemy's  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  will  be  at  least  13  and  pris- 
oners 11.    We  did  not  lose  a  man.    Our  men  acted  very  bravely. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  A.  WALLACE, 

Col.  W.  B.  Tabb, 

Oammanding  Farces  near  DioBcundj  Fa. 


KASOH  80, 1808. — Skinniih  near  Deep  GKilly,  H.  0. 

Bxtr€uA  Jrom  <<  Record  of  Events "  of  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division^ 

Eighteenth  Army  Corps,^ 

Five  companies  of  this  brigade  picketed  that  portion  of  our  lines 
ruuuinir  from  red  house  to  Trent  liiver,  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Gully, 
at  which  place,  on  March  30,  a  slight  skirmish  with  the  enemy's  pickets 
occurred,  on  which  occasion  Private  Fosdick,  Company  C,  One  hun- 
dred and  fifty  eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  was  wounded  and  captured 
by  the  enemy. 

*  From  Retam  for  inonth  of  April,  1803 

14  B  B-^TOL  xym 


210  NOKTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  B.  YIBGINIA.  [Cmr- 

ICABOH  SO-APBIL  M,  1868.^  Siege  of  Wathingtan,  V.  0.,  end  purfidt  of 

the  GonMerate  fDroee. 

Mar.       90,  ie63.~-SkiniiiBh  at  Bodman'B  Point,  Pamlioo  Riyer. 

Waahington  inyested  by  tlie  Confederate  foroea  under  lfi4*  ^^^i^* 
Daniel  H.  HiU. 
April       1, 1863.— Engagement  at  Bodman't  Point.* 

2, 1868.— Engagement  at  Hill's  Point,  Pamlioo  RiTor.* 
4-  5, 1863.—£ngagement  at  Rodman's  Point.* 

9, 1863.— Action  at  Bloant's  Creek, 
l^-ei,  1863.— Expeditions  from  New  Beme  to  Swift  Creek  VBlaga. 
15, 1863.— Siege  raised. 

16, 1863.— Affairs  at  Hill's  and  Rodman's  Points. 
16-fil,  1863.— Expedition  ttom  New  Beme  toward  Kinaton 
17-18, 1863.— Skinnishes  at  Core  Creek. 
17-19, 1863.— Expedition  from  New  Beme  to  Washington 
19,  1863.— Skirmish  at  Big  Swift  Creek. 
90, 1863.— Skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge. 

RSJPOR'TS,    ID*r0.t 

No.   1.— Mi^.  Gen.  John  Q.  Fbeter,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  North 

Carolina. 
No.   8.— Capt.  DaTid  A.  Taylor,  Third  New  York  Light  Artilleiy,  Chief  Signal  Officer. 
No.   3.— Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  U.  S.  Army,  eommanding  at  Washington,  of 

operations  April  16-17. 
No.   4.— Itinerary  of  the  First  DiTision,  Eighteenth  Army  Corpa,  Brig.  Gen.  Innis  N. 

Palmer,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding,  April  7-95. 
No.   5. — ^Brig.  Gen.  Henry  M.  Naglee,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Second  Diyision,  of 

Expedition  from  New  Beme  to  Washington,  April  17-19. 
No.    6. — Brig.  Gen.  Charles  A.  Heokman,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First  Brigade,  of 

Expedition  from  New  Beme  to  Washington,  April  17-19. 
No.   7.— Itinerary  of  the  Fourth  Diviaion,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  W.  Weesells,  U.  8.  Army, 

commanding,  March  15-April  13. 
No.   8.— Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  Fifth  Diyision,  of  opera- 
tions on  the  Pamlico,  April  4-6,  and  Expedition  from  New  Beme  toward 

Kinston,  April  16-21,  with  resulting  correspondence. 
No.   9.— Col.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massaohnsetts  Infantry,  of  operations  April  7- 

10  and  April  16-21. 
No.  10.— Capt.  John  M.  Willson,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  of  skirmish  at  Sandy 

Ridge,  April  90. 
No.  11.— Col.  J.  Richter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Infimtry,  of  skirmish  at 

Sandy  Ridge,  April  20. 
No.  12.— Brig.  Gen.  Francis  B.  Spinola,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Provisional  Division 

and  First  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  of  operations  on  the  Pamlico,  April  1-4 ; 

action  at  Blount's  Creek,  April  9,  and  Expeditions  ttom  New  Beme  to  Swift 

Creek  Village,  April  13-21. 
No.  13.— Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Fifth  Division,  Col.  James  Jourdan,  One 

hundred  and  fiftieth  New  Tork  Infantry,  commanding,  April  7-22. 
No.  14.— Brig.  Gen.  Robert  Ransom,  Jr.,  C.  S.  Araiy,  of  skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge, 

April  20. 

*  Between  Union  gunboats  and  Confederate  batteries. 

t  For  reports  of  Actg.  Rear- Admiral  Lee,  Commanders  Davenport  and  Ronshaw. 
Lieutenant-Commander  McCann,  Acting  Volunteer  Lieutenants  MaoDearmid  ana 
Graves,  and  Acting  Masters  Saltonstall  and  Boomer,  U.  8.  Navy,  see  Annual  Report 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  December  7, 1863.  See  also  D.  H.  Hill  to  Beauregard. 
April  20,  1863,  in  "Correspondence,  etc.,"  jMMt 
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No.  1. 

B^khtU  of  Mqf.  Gen.  John  G,  Foiter^  U,  8.  Army,  commanding  the  DeftErt- 

ment  of  North  Carolina. 

Fort  Wabhinckton, 
WoBhvngton^  N.  0.,  April  5,  1863. 

GsmsBAL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  hearing  of  an  approach- 
ing attack  on  this  place  by  D.  H.  Hill's  corps  WartMe^  I  started  from 
New  Berne  at  2  o'clock  on  Sunday,  March  29,  ordering  re-enforcements 
to  follow  at  once. 

In  consequence  of  the  transport  getting  aground  at  the  month  of  the 
river  the  troops  did  not  arrive  before  the  enemy  succeeded  in  investing 
the  place  by  placing  batteries  on  the  river  banks  and  on  the  roads  lead- 
ing from  the  town. 

I  found  here  a  garrison  of  only  sixteen  companies  of  infentry,  one 
company  of  artillery,  and  25  cavalry — 1,200  men  in  all.  The  enemy 
opened  fire  on  our  advance  posts  on  Monday  night  and  on  Wednesday 
morning  at  daybreak  opened  from  batteries  of  rifled  guns  on  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  river. 

One  gunboat,  the  Commodore  HuU,  received  ninety-ei^ht  shots  from 
a  battel  of  Whitworth  guns.  I  put  up  batteries  on  this  side  of  the  river 
to  reply  to  and  draw  the  fire  of  three  guns  from  the  gunboat;  at  the 
same  time  I  sent  word  to  General  Palmer  to  send  troops  to  take  the 
lotteries  on  the  river  by  landing  and  attacking  the  batteries,  while  the 
gunboats  (also  to  be  sent)  attacked  them  in  front. 

Owing  to  the  lack  of  transports — the  most  of  our  vessels  being  absent 
at  Hilton  Head — ^the  force  brought  and  which  arrived  under  General 
Prince  on  Tuesday  and  Friday,  below  the  Hill's  Point  Battery,  was  not 
sufficient  to  cope  wi:  h  the  enemy's  force  supporting  the  battery.  I  there- 
fore directed  him  to  send  a  regiment  or  two  through  the  blockade  in 
boats  and  then  return  to  New  Berne  and  march  across  to  this  place,  at- 
tacking the  enemy  in  the  rear  and  raising  the  siege.  I  am,  however, 
anxious  lest  the  disposable  force  now  left  in  New  Berne  may  not  be  suffi- 
cient to  effect  this  object,  and  therefore  ask,  respectftilly  but  earnestly, 
that  re-enforcements  be  sent  immediately  to  New  Berne  in  force  not  less 
than  5,000  men.  It  will  also  aid  me  very  much  to  have  General  Dix  and 
a  force  fh>m  Suffolk  to  join  two  regiments  at  Plymouth  and  make  a 
demonstration  from  that  place.  This  should  not,  however,  interfere  with 
the  rapid  sending  of  troops  to  New  Berne,  as  their  want  is  very  urgent. 
I  am  quite  confident  that  I  can  hold  out  here  till  the  place  is  relieved. 
1  shall  not  leave  until  that  time,  as  I  consider  my  presence  absolutely 
necessary.  The  firing  on  both  sides  has  been  continued  at  intervals 
since  Wednesday,  but  without  material  injury  or  effect 

I  would  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  renew  my  application  to  have 
the  detachment  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  now  at  EQlton  Head  re- 
turned to  this  department  to  replace  the  troops  that  now  may  be  sent 
from  General  Dix's  department  to  meet  the  present  emergency.  I 
can  effect  more  with  those  men  than  with  superior  numbers  of  other 
troops,  and  their  discipline  and  efficiency  are  fast  being  impaired  by 
the  inactivity  and  unfortunate  circumstances  surrounding  them  at  Port 
Royal. 

I  am  confident  that  heavy  operations  will  be  necessary  in  this  State, 
and  that  the  most  desperate  efforts  are  and  will  continue  to  be  made 
to  drive  us  from  the  towns  now  occupied.    I  trust  therefore  that  you 
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will  regard  my  application  for  tbe  immediate  retam  of  this  detachment 
a8  tending  to  meet  a  necessity  of  tbe  war. 

Beferring  to  tbe  pi'essing  necessity  for  ini  mediate  re-en^oroements  to 
relieve  me  at  Ibis  place,  I  woald  respectfnlly  suggest  tbat  the  5,000  men 
be  sent  temporarily  from  General  Dix's  command  and  with  the  utmost 
expedition. 

I  understand,  from  an  officer  who  came  through  the  blockade,  that 
General  Palmer  has  already  made  tbe  above  request  in  substance  of 
General  Dix. 

I  have  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  jDur  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Ma^ar-Oeneral^  Commanding. 

Miy.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallegk, 

Commander-in-Chief  U.  8.  Army^  Washington,  D.  C. 


New  Bebne,  N.  C.,  yia  Fobt  Monroe,  Va., 

April  23,  1803— 4i  p.  m. 

I  left  New  Berne  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  with  a  force  to  raise  the 
siege  at  Washington.  Our  advance  of  cavalry,  with  Brigadier-General 
Naglee,  came  upon  the  enemy's  rear-guard  of  cavalry  near  Washington, 
and,  after  driving  it  several  miles,  routed  it,  capturing  their  battle-flag 
and  taking  a  surgeon  and  5  men  prisoners,  killing  and  wounding  sev- 
eral. The  cavalry  were  still  following  their  retreat  yesterday.  I  found 
that  the  main  body  withdrew  from  before  Washington  with  the  artillery 
on  the  night  of  the  15th.  General  Potter  immediately  leveled  their 
batteries  in  front  of  the  town,  and  after  occupying  Uill's  and  Rodman's 
Points  made  a  dash  after  the  retiring  force,  cai)tnring  2  officers  and  a 
drum-major.    Everything  is  now  secure. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

Major- General. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Ualleok, 

Oetieral-in-  Chief. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  18th  Army  Corps, 

New  Berne,  N.  O.,  April  30,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  in  relation 
to  the  siege  of  Washington,  N.  C: 

Learning  an  attack  was  to  be  made  upon  Washington  I  left  here, 
with  several  members  of  my  staff,  for  that  place,  arriving  there  at  7.30 
a.  m.  on  March  30.  The  garrison  of  the  place  was  eight  companies  of 
the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  eight  companies  of 
the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  two  companies  of  the 
First  North  Carolina  (U».ion)  Volunteers,  one  company  of  the  Thinl 
New  York  Cavalry,  ana  one  company  of  the  Third  New  York  Artillery. 
After  making  an  examination  of  the  works  and  giving  necessary  orders 
as  to  streng&ening  them  I  at  once  sent  out  a  reconnaissance  of  one 
company  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  one 
piece  of  artillery,  and  a  few  cavalrymen  to  ascertain  if  the  enemy  held 
the  cross-roads  3  miles  from  Washington.    When  about  1^  miles  from 
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the  towu  the  party  was  fired  upon  by  the  enemy  in  some  force.    They 
returned  and  reported. 

I  also  sent  one  company  of  the  First  North  Carolina  (Union)  Volan- 
teers.  Captain  Lyon,  and  one  12-poander  Wiard  to  occupy  Bodmnn's 
Point,  on  the  south  side  of  Pamlico  River  and  1^  miles  below  the  town. 
This  company  landed  at  the  Point,  and,  having  thrown  out  pickets, 
erected  an  earthwork  in  which  they  placed  the  field  piece.  That  night 
(heir  pickets  were  driven  in  and  the  company  driven  to  their  boats.  At 
daylight  the  next  a.  m.  the  enemy  advanced  to  the  beach  and  forced 
the  boats  off,  wounding  Captain  Lyon  and  9  men.  At  sundown  our 
pickets  on  the  Jamesville  road  were  driven  in  by  the  enemy's  cavalry. 

Tuesday,  March  31,  a  cutter  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Commo- 
dore Hull  was  sent  down  the  river  after  a  scow  upon  which  were  some 
men  of  the  First  North  Carolina  who  had  been  driven  from  Rodman's 
Point  the  previous  night.  When  opposite  Hill's  Point  it  was  opened 
upon  by  a  battery  of  four  rifled  guns.  It  was  also  fired  upon  by  a  bat- 
tery at  Swan's  Point.  At  12  o'clock  midnight  a  schooner,  in  charge  of 
Mr.  Gilbert,  was  dispatched  to  New  Berne  with  orders  for  re-enforce- 
ments. The  enemy  sent  in  a  flag  of  truce  to  open  communication  with 
the  commanding  officer.    I  refh^d  to  receive  any  flag  of  truce. 

April  1. — ^At  daylight  this  morning  the  gunboat  Commodore  Hull 
was  opened  upon  by  a  battery  at  Rodman's  Point  (opposite  which  she 
was  lying  in  order  to  prevent  the  erection  of  a  battery)  and  from  one  a 
little  above  which  had  been  thrown  up  during  the  night.  The  Hull  got 
aground  opposite  the  battery,  but  maintained  a  gallant  fight  during 
vhe  day,  though  with  no  result.  At  night  she  fioated  off  and  returned 
to  town. 

April  2. — ^The  gunboats  below  the  barricade  were  seen  engaging  the 
ffill's  Point  Battery.  The  movements  of  the  enemy  indicating  the  erec- 
tion of  his  siege  batteries,  1  caused  traverses  to  be  erected  along  the  line 
of  our  intrenchments,  merlons  to  be  placed  on  the  fort,  the  door  of  the 
magazine  to  be  casemated,  the  ditches  to  be  enlarged  and  flooded  by 
means  of  dams,  and  the  whole  garrison  generally  was  steadily  kept  at 
work  strengthening  the  defenses ;  10,000  rations  were  put  in  the  fort, 
with  the  intention  of  holding  it  to  the  last  extremity  even  were  other 
portions  of  the  line  forced  by  the  enemy's  column.  A  redoubt  was  built 
on  the  right  flank  of  our  works,  near  Block- house  No.  4,  bearing  on  Rod- 
man's Point,  upon  which  were  mounted  three  guns.  Another  redoubt 
was  erected,  covering  the  marsh  on  the  right  of  the  fortifications.  At 
night  a  schooner  loaded  with  ammunition  and  commissary  stores  ran 
the  batteries,  as  small  boats  had  previously  done. 

April  3. — ^At  daylight  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  gunboats  from 
a  battery  abreast  the  town  and  near  the  New  Berne  road,  which  they  had 
erected  during  the  night.  This  battery  was  silenced  by  the  gunboats. 
A  redoubt  was  erected  at  the  end  of  the  bridge  crossing  the  Tar  River 
and  in  the  towu,  for  the  purpose  of  sweeping  the  bridge  and  also  the 
streets  of  the  town  in  case  the  enemy  should  succeed  in  forcing  an  en- 
trance, and  in  it  was  placed  one  G-pounder  gun.  The  work  was  erected 
and  to  be  manned  by  Captain  Jocknick  with  his  company  of  cavalry, 
dismonnte^l.  I  ordered  a  party  of  this  company  of  cavalry,  under  Lieu- 
tenant O'Brien,  to  cross  the  river  in  boats  and  endeavor  to  capture  the 
gun  on  the  marsh  opposite  the  steamer  Louisiana,  which  had  been  si- 
lenced by  the  gunboats.  It  was  found  impracticable  to  reach  its  posi- 
tion, owing  to  the  intervening  swamps. 

April  4. — ^This  morning  the  gunboat  Ceres,  Lieutenant  MacDearmid, 
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ran  the  blockade  with  a  good  sapply  of  ammunition.  At  noon  General 
Potter  embarked  on  the  gnnboat  Geres,  with  two  companies  of  the 
Twenty-seventh  Massaohnsetts  and  one  company  of  the  Third  Kew  York 
Ouvalry  (dismounted)  for  the  purpose  of  driving  the  enemy  from  Bod- 
man's  Point  and  occupying  the  position  ourselves.  The  Geres  got 
aground  nearly  opposite  the  battery,  and  it  being  impossible  to  accom- 
plish the  desired  object  the  men  were  landed  in  small  boats  on  the  Wash- 
ington side  of  the  river,  below  Block-house  No.  4,  and  thence  returned 
to  the  town. 

April  5. — ^The  Geres,  after  being  exposed  to  the  lire  of  the  battery  for 
twelve  hours,  to  which  she  gallantly  replied  until  her  ammunition  wag 
exhausted,  floated  off  at  night  and  came  up  to  the  town. 

April  6. — ^An  abatis  was  placed  in  front  of  our  battery  on  the  Ply- 
month  road  and  on  the  borders  of  the  creek  bounding  our  right  flank. 

April  7. — A  battery  of  two  guns  opened  from  the  woods  beyond  the 
creek  upon  Fort  Hamilton.  A  battery  (Fort  Geres)  was  built  on  the  left 
of  Block-house  No.  1  and  one  30-pounder  Parrott  mounted  upon  it  and 
manned  by  officers  and  men  from  the  Geres  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
manding the  approach  to  the  town  by  way  of  the  river  fix>m  above,  it 
having  been  heard  that  the  enemy  intended  coming  down  in  scows 
protected  by  cotton  bales. 

April  8. — ^The  enemy  flred  all  day  at  the  gunboats  and  Fort  Hamil- 
ton, to  which  the  fort  did  not  reply  for  want  of  ammunition.  One  gun 
was  placed  in  battery  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  opposite  the  gun- 
boats, but  was  silenced  by  them.  At  dark  I  commenced  works  on  Gastle 
Island,  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  river  opposite  the  town. 

Apr%l  9. — ^This  morning  I  discovered  the  enemy  had  buUt  four  bat- 
teries, Nos.  1,  2,  3,  and  4,  in  front  and  to  the  right  of  the  fort,  and  were 
mounting  guns.  We  opened  fire  on  them  to  disturb  the  working  par- 
ties. I  was  obliged  to  abandon  the  attempt  to  continue  the  work  on 
Gastle  Island  by  daylight,  owing  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  batteries 
across  the  river.  Two  small  schooners,  with  Lienteuant-Golonel  Mc- 
Ghesney,  First  North  Garolina  (Union)  Volunteers,  and  Master  Mc- 
Keever  on  board,  arrived  from  below,  bringing  ammunition. 

April  10. — At  8.30  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  from 
Batteries  Nos.  1,  2, 3,  and  4,  one  gun  in  each.  The  fire  was  returned  by 
three  32-pounder8  from  the  fort  and  by  a  32-pounder  in  the  battery  on 
the  Jamesville  road.  After  firing  for  somewhat  over  an  hour  the  enemy 
withdrew  their  guns  from  sight  and  ceased  firing. 

April  11. — ^The  enemy  opened  fire  upon  the  fort  and  the  lines  at  7.30 
a.  m.  from  all  their  batteries.  The  fort  and  the  gun  on  the  JamesvUle 
road  replied. 

April  12.— At  0  a.  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  Batteries  Nos.  1.  2, 
3,  4,  and  from  a  new  one  (No.  5)  at  the  right  of  their  former  batteries. 
We  replied,  and  the  enemy  withdrew  their  guns  from  sight  after  an 
hour's  firing.  The  gunboats  Hull  and  Eagle,  discovering  the  enemy 
repairing  the  battery  opposite  them  with  cotton  bales,  opened  upon  it, 
set  the  cotton  on  fire,  and  drove  the  gunners  from  their  posts. 

April  13. — The  enemy  endeavored  to  replace  a  gun  in  the  work  on 
the  cotton  battery,  but  were  forced  by  the  gunboats  to  abandon  the 
undertaking.  Learning  the  enemy  had  small  armed  boats  and  scows 
in  the  river  for  the  purpose  of  capturing  our  dispatch  boats  and  in- 
terrupting communication  between  the  town  and  the  gunboats  below, 
Gaptain  MacDearmid,  of  the  Geres,  and  Gaptain  Gk>uraud,  aide-de-camp, 
started  upon  a  schooner  with  a  boat  howitser  to  dear  the  river.    The 
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achooner  was  fired  into  by  the  enemy's  boats ;  she  replied,  and  drove 
the  boats  ashore.  The  batteries  at  Rodman's  and  Hill's  Points  opened 
upon  her  also,  striking  her,  but  without  damage. 

That  night  the  steam-transport  Escort,  with  hay  bales  placed  on  her 
guards  and  decks  as  a  protection,  ran  the  batteries.  There  also  arrived 
two  small  schooners  with  ammunition  and  commissary  stores.  The 
Escort  had  on  board  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  Ool.  H.  T. 
Sisson,  and  a  plentiful  supply  of  ammunition  and  commissary  stores. 
She  had  60  shots  fired  at  her  fhim  the  batteries  but  was  not  struck. 

April  14. — ^The  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers  were  properly  placed 
on  the  line  of  works.  At  12  m.  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  all  their 
batteries  and  were  replied  to  by  all  of  ours.  After  an  hour's  firing 
they  withdrew  their  guns  from  sight  Regarding  everyiMng  as  safe  in 
the  town,  and  the  re-enforcements  and  men,  with  the  supplies  of  am- 
munition and  provisions,  as  ample  until  I  could  raise  the  siege,  I  deter- 
mined to  run  the  blockade  and  place  myself  at  the  head  of  the  reliev- 
ing force  in  order  to  insure  more  efficiency  in  its  conduct  I  therefore 
embarked  on  board  the  Escort  for  the  purpose  of  running  the  batteries 
at  night,  but  the  pilot  could  not  distinguish  the  necessary  marks  to  pro- 
ceed by  and  therefore  waited  for  daylight  I  left  Brig.  Gen.  B.  E.  Pot- 
ter, chief  of  stafC^  in  command  of  the  place  in  my  absence. 

April  15. — ^At  daylight  the  Escort  started  and  ran  the  batteries.  She 
was  fired  at  one  hundred  times  by  the  Rodman's  and  Hill's  Point  bat- 
teries and  Rtruck  forty  times,  but  with  no  material  injury.  The  pilot, 
Padrick,  a  brave  and  skillfhl  man,  was  kiUed  by  a  rifle-shot.  At  6  a.  m. 
all  the  enemy's  batteries  (Noe.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  and  6,  the  last  opening  for 
the  first  time)  opened  and  continued  a  heavy  firing  for  an  hour. 

April  10. — At  daylight  5  deserters  from  the  enemy  (conscripts  of  the 
Eighth  Virginia)  arrived  in  Washington  and  reported  that  the  enemy 
had  retired  from  our  front  and  were  retreating  on  Greenville.  General 
Potter  immediately  sent  out  the  entire  force  of  cavalry  (one  company) 
to  harass  their  rear  and  at  the  same  time  a  force  of  contrabands  was 
employed  to  level  the  enemy's  batteries  in  trout  Fort  Hamilton  fired 
a  number  of  shots  into  the  Rodman's  Point  Batt:r7.  There  being  no 
reply  it  was  surmised  that  the  battery  had  been  abandoned.  The  gun- 
boats Eagle,  Oeres,  and  Hull  thereapon  steamed  down  and  opened  upon 
the  battery,  which  eliciting  no  response,  the  Ceres,  witjlout  orders,  sent 
a  boat  on  shore  to  take  possession.  As  the  boat  neared  the  land  three 
volleys  of  musketry  were  fired  into  her  by  the  enemy  concealed  in  the 
intrenchments.  The  engineer  of  the  Ceres  was  killed  and  2  men  were 
wounded.  The  gunboats  then  renewed  the  attack,  rapidly  shelling  the 
battery.  The  gunboats  below  were  now  seen  shelling  the  Hill's  Point 
Battery,  which  they  soon  passed,  and  reported  it  to  be  evacuated. 

At  this  time  the  enemy  having  also  retired  from  the  Rodman's  Point 
Battery,  it  was  taken  possession  of  by  a  party  from  the  gunboat  Eagle. 
Five  companies  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers,  under  Lieuten- 
ant-Colonel Tew,  with  one  12-pounder  and  one  6-pounder,  were  sent 
down  in  the  Ceres  to  occupy  the  battery.  They  immediately  com- 
menced the  construction  of  intrenchments  to  hold  the  position.  There 
was  found  in  one  of  the  batteries  at  Rodman's  Point  the  carriage  of  a 
32-pounder  barbette  gun  in  perfect  order;  also  fragments  of  several 
exploded  guns.  Toward  evening  three  companies  of  the  Forty -fourth 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  with  one  12-ponnder  Wiard  and  one 
6-ponnder,  were  sent  to  occupy  tiie  Hill's  Point  Battery  in  connection 
with  three  companies  of  the  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteer  MiU- 
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house  at  Washington,  Priyate  Beed,  standing  on  the  parapet  of  the 
battery,  flagged  &ree  messages  of  some  length  ander  a  very  severe  fire 
of  shell  and  shrapnel  from  the  enemy's  batteries  at  Bodman's  Point  and 
Blount's  house.  Many  of  the  shell  and  shrapnel  burst  very  close,  drop- 
ping pieces  immediately  around  him,  but  Beed  never  once  left  his  posi- 
tion until  I  had  done  signaling.  Beed  has  several  times  before  this 
behaved  in  an  equally  admirable  manner^  and  I  take  pleasure  in  again 
recommending  him  to  your  favorable  notice,  and  hope  he  may  receive  a 
suitable  promotion.  He  is  sober,  inteJligent,  discreet,  and  brave,  and 
has  been  kept  in  the  ranks  solely  for  the  reason  that  he  has  been  de- 
tached from  his  company  and  serving  in  a  separate  command. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  TAYLOB, 
Oaptam  amd  Aetimg  Signal  Ofo&f. 
M%|.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fostsb, 

Oimmamdimg  Bighiimik  Arwg  Owf%. 


STo.  S. 


B^part»  of  Brig.  €hii.  Edward  B.  PotUr^  U.  8.  Armg^  mmmamdmg  at 

Wa$kmgUmy  o/aperatianB  Aftril  16-17. 

WASHnfOTON,  19.  C,  April  16, 1863. 

GsmsBAL :  The  enemy  evacuated  the  batteries  in  our  front  last  night 
and  retreated  toward  Greenville  by  the  Jamesville  road.  Five  deserters 
came  in  this  morning  at  5  o'clock,  who  brought  the  information.  They 
stated  the  force  under  General  Gamett  on  this  side  of  the  river  to  be 
about  4,000  men  and  that  they  received  orders  last  night  to  withdraw 
in  order  to  reenforce  the  army  in  Virginia. 

I  sent  Captain  Jocknick  out  on  a  reconnaissance  to  learn  the  where- 
abouts of  the  enemy.  He  followed  them  4  or  5  miles,  but  they  had 
crossed  Tranter's  Creek  at  Goner's  Bridge.  Suspecting  that  there  was 
a  general  movement  I  requested  Captain  Benshaw  this  morning  to  send 
a  gunboat  to  Bodman's  to  discover  whether  any  of  the  guns  had  been 
left  there.  The  Ceres  and  the  Eagle  went  down  and  shelled  the  Point 
but  received  no  reply.  A  sergeant  of  the  Forty -third  Massachusetts 
volunteered  to  go  down  and  ascertain  the  condition  of  affiurs.  He  went 
with  10  or  15  men  of  that  regiment  on  a  schooner.  When  they  had  reached 
the  Point  a  small  boat  put  off  from  her  to  land  as  did  also  one  fit>m  the 
Ceres.  This  was  contrary  to  my  wish  and  instructions.  When  they  had 
got  quite  close  to  the  shore  the  rebels  opened  a  sharp  fire  of  musketry, 
killing  the  third  engineer  of  the  Ceres  and  wounding  2  men  of  the  Forty- 
third.  The  boats  were  all  got  off.  Being  convinced  that  the  force  at 
the  Point  was  very  small  1  determined  to  send  five  companies  of  Fifth 
Bhode  Island  to  occupy  it  this  afternoon. 

In  the  mean  time  the  gunboats  had  come  up  from  below  and  threw  a 
large  quantity  of  9-inoh  shells  into  Bodman's.  I  sent  the  five  companies 
on  the  Ceres  and  in  a  flat  protected  by  hay  bales.  On  the  flat  was  a  6* 
pounder.  Master  McEeever  went  down  on  a  schooner  armed  with  a  boat 
howitzer.  He  was  the' first  to  land.  The  whole  force  landed  without 
opposition.    Hill's  Point  is  also  evacuated.    I  shall  send  three  com- 

Smies  to  occupy  it  along  with  the  two  companies  of  the  Forty-third 
assaohusetts  now  below. 
I  have  had  all  the  batteries  on  the  ridge  in  our  fix>nt  leveled  to-day. 
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I  have  jast  reodved  inteUigence  that  the  rebel  eavahry  have  appeared 
ou  the  Jamesville  road. 

Please  send  me  word  what  other  dispositioD  yoa  wish  made  of  the  force 
under  my  command,  and  what  will  be  yoor  plans  under  the  altered  cir* 
camstanoes. 

Very  respectfhlly, 

EDWABD  B.  POTTER, 
Briffodier'Cfm^ralj  Commanding. 
j.  Qea.  J.  G.  Fostsb, 
Oammamding  Bigktemih  Army  €kprp$. 


Off  Hill's  Point,  AprU  18, 1883—2  p.  m. 

OmnsBAL:  We  occnpied  Rodman's  Point  last  evening  with  five  com- 
panies of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  a  6-ponnder  smooth-lK>re,  and  a  navy 
howitzer.  There  was  some  skirmishing  between  the  rebel  pickets  and 
oar  own ;  one  of  them  (the  rebels)  was  killed  and  3  prisoners  taken — a 
captain,  dnim-m%jor,  and  a  private.  Later  I  sent  three  companies  of  the 
Forty-fourth  with  a  field  piece  to  Hill's  Point.  Here  they  were  to  be 
join^  by  the  detachment  of  the  Forty-third  lying  In  the  river.  I  have 
visited  both  places  to-day.  They  have  commenced  throwing  up  works 
at  both  places  and  will  soon  be  in  an  excellent  condition  for  defense. 
A  gunboat  lies  off  each  Point.  At  Rodman's  the  rebels  left  behind  them 
a  32-pounder  carriage.  Their  cavalry  came  down  on  the  Jamesville  road 
yesterday  evening  only  with  a  view  of  picking  up  stragglers,  as  I  was 
told  by  5  deserters  who  came  in  this  morning.  The  enemy  are  in  full  re- 
treat, and  their  show  of  resistance  yesterday  was  to  enable  them  to  get 
off  their  guns  which  were  probably  troublesome  in  the  muddy  roads.  Our 
pickets  have  been  out  to-day  nearly  to  the  cross-roads,  as  I  am  told  by 
the  lieutenant-colonel  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island,  and  have  seen  nothing 
of  them.  If  we  had  had  sufficient  force  to  pursue  them  I  think  some 
of  their  guns  might  have  been  taken.  I  shall  continue  the  work  on  the 
castle,  and  also  those  laid  out  between  Block-houses  Nos.  3  and  4.  A 
large  supply  of  ammunition  came  up  this  morning. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  E.  POTTER, 
Brigadier-Generaly  Commanding. 

]C%jor€heneral  Fostbb, 

Commanding  Uightemth  Army  Corp: 

A  dispatch  from  General  Naglee  addressed  to  you  arrived  yesterdayy 
which  I  opened. 


No.  4. 

Itinierary  of  the  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  Brig.  Oen. 
N.  Palmer,  U,  8,  Army,  commanding^  April  7-25.* 

AprUl. — ^The  Forty-third  and  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Regiments, 
of  the  First  Brigade,  and  Fifth  Massachusetts,  of  the  Second  Brigade, 
together  with  other  troops  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  crossed  the 
Neuse  River,  and  under  General  Spinola  marched  to  the  relief  of  the 
besieged  ganrison  at  Washington,  N.  G. 

•  From  DiTision  Betnm  far  April,  1863.  ' 
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April  9. — ^Arrived  at  Bloant's  Creek,  fouud  the  enemy  strongly  in- 
trenched ;  engaged  them,  but  finally  withdrew,  and  returned  to  New 
Berne.  Immediately  after  the  return  of  the  colamn  the  Forty-third 
Massachusetts,  of  the  First  Brigade,  went  on  board  of  transports  and 
proceeded  toward  Washington,  N.  G.  After  lying  off  the  rebel  bat- 
teries in  the  Pamlico  Biver  for  seven  days  returned  to  New  Berne. 

April  17. — The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  of  the  First 
Brigade,  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  and  two  com- 
panies of  the  Forty  sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  forming  a  part  of  the  force  under  the  immediate  command  of 
General  Foster,  crossed  the  Neuse  Biver  and  marched  on  Washington, 
N.  C,  arriving  there  on  the  20th  instant|  without  meeting  the  enemy  ; 
distance  35  miles. 

April  22. — Returned  to  New  Berne  by  transports. 

April  25.— The  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia  (First  Bri- 
gade) relieved  from  duty  as  provost  guard  of  the  city  of  New  Berne, 
complimented  by  Major-General  Foster  for  the  efficient  and  soldierly 
manner  in  which  the  duty  had  been  performed. 


No.  5. 


Report  of  Brig.  Qen.  Henry  M.  Naglee^  U.  8.  Army^  oomfnanding  Seoond 
IHviHon^  of  Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Waektngtony  April  17-19. 

Hbadquartbrs  Naglee's  DiyisiON, 

New  Bemoj  N.  C,  April  21,  1863. 

Colonel  :  I  would  respectfully  report  that  the  advance,  consisting 
of  Heckman's  brigade,  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
and  one  light  howitzer,  crossed  Blount's  Creek  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
18th  of  April,  after  a  march  of  22  miles. 

Here  I  learned  that  the  forces  of  the  enemy  under  General  Hill  had 
retired  in  the  direction  of  Greenville;  that  a  rear  guard  still  held  the 
crossing  of  this  road  with  that  leading  from  New  Berne  direct  to  Wash- 
ington, and  that  the  road  was  picketed  and  held  by  the  Second  Geor- 
gia Cavalry.  We  proceeded  without  opposition  until  we  were  about 
crossing  the  Chocowinity  Creek,  where,  by  a  bold  cavalry  dash,  we  cap- 
tured 5  of  the  enemy,  and  it  being  night  withdrew  to  the  right  bank 
and  held  the  bridges  at  the  mills,  that  at  the  main  road  having  been 
destroyed.  Our  pickets  at  both  bridges  were  fired  upon  repeatedly 
during  the  night ;  returning  the  fire,  killed  several  of  the  enemy  at  the 
main-road  crossing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th  we  were  under  arms  by  4  a.  m.,  and  at 
6  found  the  enemy  occupying  the  field  works  commanding  the  bridges 
and  mill  dam.  A  force  was  sent  across  the  dam  while  a  mounted  one 
was  pushed  across  the  bridges,  and  both  attacked  in  a  spirited  manner 
and  drove  the  enemy  from  the  breastworks. 

Again  they  formed  and  occupied  another  line  of  works  about  1  mile 
from  the  last,  and  again  were  dispossessed  of  them. 

At  the  long  line  of  works  crossing  the  New  Berne  and  Washington 
roads,  3  miles  from  the  latter  place,  they  again  showed  a  determination 
to  resist  our  progress.  We  approached  cautiously  and  deter minately, 
and  without  hesitation  attacked  them.  The  horse  of  an  officer  was  shot 
and  threw  his  rider,  and  a  charge  was  ordered,  which  resulted  in  the 
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capture  of  the  captain  of  the  Second  Oeorgia  Oayalry  and  the  si^eedy 
retreat  of  his  men  and  soon  after  of  all  the  force.  It  now  became  a 
spirited  race  until  near  the  crossing,  where  the  enemy  turned  into  the 
road  toward  Greenville,  and  where  the  howitzer  was  ordered  into  bat- 
tery  and  opened  with  such  effect  that  all  organization  was  abandoned 
and  the  Second  Georgia  Cavalry  threw  down  its  colors  and  scattered 
in  confusion.  Gk»neral  Foster  having  ordered  that  I  should  not  pursue 
beyond  this  point  I  ordered  the  cavalry  to  bivouac,  that  Heckman'8 
brigade  should  do  the  same  as  soon  as  he  should  come  up.  and  that  all 
should  await  further  orders. 

I  am  happy  to  notice  the  services  and  gallant  conduct  of  my  assist- 
ant adjutant-general,  Capt.  George  H.  Johnston,  and  that  of  Capts. 
George  E.  Gouraud  and  Oochen,  who  assisted  in  a  charge  which  cap- 
tured more  of  the  enemy  than  the  number  of  those  that  engaged  them 
on  our  side. 

Hie  efficient  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Beecher,  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  attracted  my  attention. 

We  killed  several  of  the  enemy  and  made  a  number  of  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully,  &c., 

HBKBY  M.  KAGLBB, 

Brigadier-  ChierdL 

Lieut.  Col.  Southard  HoFFiiAN, 

Auiitant  Adjutant- General^  Eigkteentk  Armg  (Jarps. 


No.  6. 


Bepart  of  Brig.  Oen.  Charles  A,Heckmany  (7.  8.  Army^  commanding  First 
Brigade^  of  Expedition  from  New  Berne  to  Waskingtonj  April  17-19. 

Headquabtebs  Hbckman's  Bbigadb, 

New  Bemej  N.  a,  April  21,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken 
by  two  regiments  of  my  brigade  during  the  recent  expedition  to  Wash- 
in^n,  N.  C: 

raday  (17th  instant)  having  received  orders  to  cross  the  Neuse 
Kiver  with  my  command  and  take  the  advance,  I  proceeded  on  the  road 
towanl  Washington  as  far  as  Penify's  plantation,  distance  from  New 
Berne  7  miles,  the  road  for  a  great  part  of  the  way  being  of  the  most 
horrid  character. 

The  column  not  having  closed  up,  I  placed  Belgei's  battery,  com- 
manded by  Lieutenant  Simpson,  in  position,  and  my  two  regiments  of 
infantry  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  Beecher, 
in  line  to  support  them.  I  then  ordered  the  troops  to  bivouac  for  the 
night. 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  the  18th  formed  line  and  commenced 
the  march  without  interruption  until  we  arrived  at  Swift  Creek  road  at 
10  a.  ni.  Learning  that  the  road  to  Swift  Creek  was  blockaded  for  a 
number  of  miles  I  continued  on  the  direct  road  to  Blount's  Creek  Mill. 
At  12  m.,  the  main  column  being  some  distance  in  the  rear,  I  halted  to 
rest  and  allow  the  column  to  close  up.  After  a  halt  of  about  two  hours 
I  was  joined  by  General  Naglee  and  staff,  when  we  immediately  pnshe(l 
forward  and  reache<l  Blount's  Creek  about  3.30  p.  m.  Found  the  bridge 
over  the  creek  destroyed,  but  with  very  little  labor  the  pioneers  con- 
structed a  passage  through  the  mill.    Beceived  orders  firom  Gheneral 
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Naglee  to  halt  the  oolamn  when  it  arrived,  bivoaao,  and  move  forwaid 
early  in  the  morning,  the  general  proceeding  in  the  direction  of  Wash- 
ington, accompanied  by  his  staff.  As  soon  as  the  cavalry  arrived  and 
hi^  fed  their  horses  I  ordered  them  to  follow,  which  they  did,  coming 
np  with  the  general  about  8  miles  from  our  encampment. 

At  5.30  a.  m.,  column  again  in  motion,  received  orders  that  npon  ar- 
riving at  the  road  leading  to  Hill's  Point  to  take  one  regiment  of  in- 
Ian  try  and  ascertain  if  the  fort  was  occupied,  and,  if  so,  by  whom.  Ac- 
companied by  my  staff  and  followed  by  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers 
I  rode  into  the  fort  and  found  it  occupied  by  detachments  of  the  Forty- 
third  and  Forty-fourth  Regiments  Massachusetts  Volunteers. 

At  12  m.  received  orders  to  continue  the  march  toward  Washington, 
leaving  the  Ninth  New  Jersey  and  Twenty-third  Massachusetts  at  Hill's 
Point.  Placed  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  in  advance,  and  arrived 
at  Washington  at  3  p.  m.  The  Ninth  New  Jersey  Volunteers  arrived  by 
boat  ftom  Hill's  Point  at  5  p.  m.  Left  on  steamer  Escort  for  New  Berne, 
N.  C,  on  the  20th  and  reached  here  at  6  a.  m.  21st. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectftill3\  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  A.  HECEMAN, 
Brigadi^r-Om^eralj  Commanding  Brigade, 

Lieut.  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Asiiitamt  AS^tant-Oeneralj  Eigkiemiik  Army  Oarpe. 


No.  7. 


Itinerary  of  the  Fourth  DtvMton,  Eighteenth  Army  Corpiy  Brig.  Oen, 
Henry  W.  WeseeUe^  U.  8,  Army^  eomma^uUng^  March  Id^April  13.* 

March  15. — ^The  Forty -fourth  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mili- 
tia received  marching  orders  and  proceeded  to  Washington,  N.  0.,  by 
transport,  where  they  remained  until  April  22,  when  they  returned  to 
New  Bcffne. 

March  30. — Companies  A  and  G  went  on  a  scout,  and,  falling  into  an 
ambuscade,  returned  to  Washington,  with  a  loss  of  3  men  wounded  and 
prisoners  and  Captain  Bichardson  wounded.  The  rebels  the  next  day 
blockaded  the  Pamlico  Biver  and  laid  siege  to  the  town,  keeping  up  a 
continuous  firing  until  the  16th,  when  they  withdrew  their  forces  and 
abandoned  the  siege. 

April  13. — Colonel  Sisson,  with  the  Fifth  Bhode  Island  Begiment, 
suc^eded  in  running  the  enemy's  batteries,  re-enforcing  the  garrison  at 
Washington  without  loss. 

No.  8. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Oen.  Henry  PrineCj  U.  8.  Army^  commanding  Fifth  Divie- 
ion  J  of  operations  on  the  PamlicOy  April  4-6,  and  Expedition  from  New 
Berne  toward  Kinston^  April  16-21,  with  resulting  correspondence. 

Hdqbs.  Fifth  Division,  Eiohtbbnth  army  Corps, 

New  Berne,  N.  O.,  April  13, 1863. 

Colonel;  My  last  formal  dispatch  was  dated  April  3,  at  which  time 
I  was  present  at  department  headquarters  here.    I  left  next  morning 

*  From  Diyision  Retnxn  for  April,  1863. 
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(4th  inst.)  for  the  Pamlioo  Biver  and  arrived  at  Bloaot's  Bay  at  8  p.  m. 
In  addition  to  the  ganboats  which  I  left  there — the  Lockwood,  Alfiaon, 
and  sloop  Granite— I  foand  the  Sonthfleld,  Whitehead,  and  Seymour. 
The  Ceres,  which  arrived  on  Thoraday  evening,  had  during  that  night 
buoyed  oat  the  passage  throagh  the  torricade,  and,  while  engaging  the 
battery  about  3  o'clock  the  same  night,  passed  through.  The  enemy 
probably  withheld  their  fire  supposing  that  the  Ceres  would  be  implied, 
and  must  have  been  surprised  to  see  her  steam  oif  up  the  river.  On  the 
following  night  they  removed  the  buoys  placed  by  Captain  MacDearmid. 
The  evening  of  the  4th  Dr.  Bice  left  in  a  row-boat  with  dispatches  for 
General  Foster.  By  him  I  informed  the  general  of  my  views  of  the 
state  of  things  at  tiie  barricade,  and  the  impossibility  of  taking  the 
battery  by  landing. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  I  had  Colonel  Dyer's  regiment  (One  hun- 
dred and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania)  on  board  the  schooner  Annie  Ia 
Edwards  (with  part  of  Bansom's  battery),  to  be  towed  to  Washington 
by  the  gunboat  Lockwood,  Captain  Oraves,  who  volunteered  for  the 
purpose.  They  were  under  way,  approaching  the  barricade  in  gallant 
style,  when  Dr.  Bice's  boat  and  another  belonging  to  the  Southfield 
arrived  from  Washington,  and  the  officers  of  the  Navy  on  board  of  them 
said  that  there  was  not  water  enough  above  for  the  Lockwood,  so  1 
stopi)ed  them  and  turned  them  back. 

The  Northerner  arrived  with  the  following  troops  on  board:  The  One 
hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania,  Colonel  Morris,  350  strong;  the  Fifth 
Massachusetts,  Colonel  Peirson,  500  strong;  making  the  whole  number 
here,  artilleiy  and  infantry,  2,500  men.  In  the  afternoon  the  Hunch- 
back, Captain  McCann,  arrived,  having  been  detained  by  boisterous 
weather.  The  Hunchback,  Southfield,  and  Whitehead  made  a  com- 
bined attack  on  the  battel  at  6  p.  m.  The  batteiy  replied  with  but 
three  shots,  which  passed  near  the  Hunchback. 

As  soon  as  dark  came  on  (in  order  that  the  enemy  might  not  observe) 
I  began  preparing  the  Emilie  steamer,  by  disposing  bales  and  boxes  of 
clothing  and  three  bales  of  cotton  to  protect  the  boiler,  for  the  reception 
of  a  regiment,  intending  to  place  her  in  charge  of  Captain  Wells,  of  the 
Seymour,  who  said  he  would  make  the  effort  to  run  her  up  to  Washing- 
ton. Later,  toward  10  p.  m.,  a  dispatch  arrived  from  General  Foster. 
The  dispatch  in  the  morning  directed  as  follows : 

If  you  find  it  to  be  too  riskj  to  land  and  take  the  batteries,  content  yonnelf  with 
■endinff  me  thiongh  two  regimenta,  with  a  plentifnl  supply  of  ammunition  for  the 
ffone  (&-pounden,  6-pounder  Wiards,  6-ponnder  smooth-bores,  and  3*inch  gnns) ;  then, 
leaTing  the  pinboats  to  take  oare  of  HilPs  Point  batterr,  return  at  once  to  New 
Berne  and,  taking  oYcry  man  that  oan  possibly  be  spared  (five  regiments  are  enough 
for  the  safety  of  New  Berne),  march  across  the  country  from  Fort  Anderson  to  Waui- 
ington.  I  am  quite  sure  that  yon  will  only  meet  ten  regiments  on  the  way,  and 
them  you  can  overcome.  The  road  fh>m  Fort  Anderson  to  Swift's  Creek  is  bad  but 
the  rest  is  good.  Ton  oan  also  go  by  the  way  of  Street's  Ferry,  but  it  involTes  the 
bridging  of  Batchelder's  Creek  and  the  crossing  of  the  Neuse  Biver  and  Swiff  s  Cveek. 
It  is  better  to  corduroy  5  miles  of  the  road  tcom  Fort  Anderson. 

And  the  dispatch  of  this  evening  says : 

If  Tou  cannot  send  the  two  regiments  through  without  delaying  the  main  demon- 
stration and  attack  from  New  Berne  send  only  one,  or  leave  it  to  oe  sent,  and  push 
the  other  matter.  It  is  my  belief  that  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point  will  be  abandoned 
when  our  force  approaches  the  cross-roads  3|  miles  fh>m  here  on  the  road  to  New 


The  project  of  sending  a  steamer  crowded  with  men  was  proposed  for 
disons^on  between  the  higher  navy  officers  and  some  of  my  staff,  and 
as  my  ideas  of  its  impropriety  were  not  shaken  I  coautermanded  the 
orders  given  to  the  Eiiilie  and  ordered  the  One  hondred  and  fifty- 
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eighth  Pennaylvaniay  Lientenant-Golonel  Trozel,  to  embark  at  onoe  in 
the  sohooners  Annie  L.  Edwards  and  Flam  bean,  these  vessels  to  be 
towed  to  Washington  by  the  Allison  and  PhcBnix,  commanded,  re- 
spectively, or  gaided,  by  McKeever  and  De  Camarra,  of  the  Lonisiana 
and  Hnnchback,  both  of  whom  volanteered  for  the  purpose. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  orders  to  the  troops : 

Special  Orders,  }  Headquarters, 

No.  1.  (  Blounf$  Bay,  April  5,  1863—12  p.  m. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volnnteera  will  embark 
to-night  in  the  two  transports,  in  which  it  is  to  ran  the  batteries  of  the  enemy,  to 
Join  the  commander  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps  in  the  defense  of  Fort  Washing- 
ton.   The  steamers  Allison  and  Phoenix  will  tow  the  transports  throagh. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Qen.  Henry  Prince: 

ALBERT  OKDWAY, 
Fint  Ue^UMmi  amd  Acting  AMtMant  Adfutami-Genetal. 

The  plan  was  as  foUows :  When  the  vessels  were  ready  they  were  to 
ran  up  to  the  Hunchback  and  there  receive  the  orders  to  start  from 
Captain  McCann,  who  was  to  have  the  passage  through  the  barricade 
marked  and  was  to  engage  the  battery  with  aU  the  ganboats. 

Myself  and  staff  were  np  all  night  attending  to  this,  and  at  4  o'clock, 
having  called  General  Spinola  for  the  purpose,  we  stood  on  the  upper 
deck  of  the  Escort  to  see  them  pass. 

At  this  hour  they  had  reached  the  Hunchback,  near  the  barricade, 
and  were  stopx>ed  by  Captain  McCann,  because,  as  he  afterward  reported 
to  me,  he  thought  it  would  be  daylight  when  they  would  be  passing  the 
upper  (Rodman's  Point)  battery. 

At  6  o'clock  ou  the  morning  of  the  6th  I  left  for  New  Berne,  having 
given  orders  to  each  transport  that  was  to  accompany  me  and  each  one 
tiiat  was  to  remain.    At  evening  I  arrived  at  New  Berne. 

On  the  7th  I  appointed  Major  Frankle  chief  of  staff  for  an  exx>edition 
which  I  expected  to  conduct,  and  I  passed  the  day  with  my  staff  exam- 
ining persons  who  knew  the  country  between  the  Neuse  and  Washing- 
ton and  endeavoring  to  form  a  plan  of  operations  conformable  thereto 
and  to  General  Foster's  wishes. 

During  the  day  I  was  quite  ill  and  constantly  retching,  to  the  inter- 
ruption of  the  investigation.  This  was  increased  about  9  p.  m.  on 
learning  that  the  Allison  and  Phcenlx  had  arrived  here  and  brought 
the  schooners  with  the  regiment  I  hoped  had  reached  General  Foster. 

I  received  from  department  headquarters  a  list  of  the  troops  that 
would  be  over  the  Neuse  in  the  coarse  of  the  night  and  available  for  a 
march,  and  I  organized  them  into  brigades  and  constructed  an  order  ol 
march. 

Early  on  the  8th  I  awoke  with  a  blinding  headache  and  sickness,  and 
sent  an  officer  of  my  staff  with  the  organization  and  order  of  march  at 
once  to  General  Palmer,  with  the  message  that  I  was  too  ill  to  attend 
to  any  duty. 

Indisi)osition  has  prevented  my  making  this  report  before. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

HENRY  PRINCE, 
Brigadier- General  of  Volunteers* 

Lieut.  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

A.  A.  G.J  Hdqrs.  Mghteenth  A.  C,  New  Beme^  N.  0. 

N.  B. — I  have  inadvertently  omitted  to  say  that  in  the  night  of  the  5th 
instant  I  sent  through  the  barricade  in  an  open  boat  all  the  6-pouiidei 
and  3'inch  guns'  ammunition  which  ariived  in  the  Northerner. 
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April  16, 1963^7  M  p.  m. 

I  am  4  miles  from  Oore  Greek,  having  stopped  at  dark,  working  till 
that  time  bringing  along  rails  and  laying  them  down.  I  shall  drive  in 
the  pickets  on  th£s  road  to-night  with  a  company,  reconnoitering  to  the 
bridge. 

Colonel  JoneSf  with  his  own  and  the  Eighth  Massachnsetts,  will  go 
to  the  crossings  on  the  Dover  road  and  b^t  np  the  enemy's  quarters 
on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  if  possible,  in  course  of  the  nightl 

In  the  morning  early  I  shall  go  ahead.    It  is  thought  the  enemy's 
pickets  are  watcUng  us. 
Yours, 

HHNBY  PBIKOB. 

Ueat.  OoL  Boitthaed  Hoffhak, 


HbqBS.  Fifth  Divibion,  BiaHTSSKTH  Abut  Gobps, 

New  Bemej  K  0.,  April  22, 1863. 

Oolohbl  :  Pursuant  to  instructions,  dated  Headquarters  Eighteenth 
Anny  €k>rps.  New  Berne,  April  16, 1863, 1  advanced  on  that  day  in  the 
direction  of  Kinston  with  Col.  J.  Jourdan's  command,  consisting  of  five 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Begiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  nine  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  Beg- 
iment New  York  Volunteers,  nine  companies  of  the  Third  Begiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  four  companies  of  the  Eighth  Begiment 
Massachusetts  Volunteers,  with  four  pieces  of  Biggi^  battery,  and  witii 
Ool.  J.  Bichter  Jones?  command,  consisting  of  the  Fifty -eighth  Begiment 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  21  enlisted  men  of  Company  H,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry. 

In  the  evening  I  re-enforced  Colonel  Jones  with  a  battalion  of  the 
Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  directed  him  to  follow  the  Dover 
road  and  take  possession  of  its  crossing  of  Core  Creek.  The  main  col- 
umn followed  &e  railroad,  which  reqidred  some  repairing  as  we  went 
along,  and  encamped  about  4  miles  from  Core  Creek.  Camping  places 
being  very  sparse,  the  route  does  not  admit  of  much  choice  in  this  re- 
spect. I  sent  forward  immediately  Captain  O'Connor,  of  Company  G, 
One  hundred  and  flft^-eighth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  with  hie 
company,  to  reconnoiter  to  the  railroad  crossing  of  Core  Creek.  He 
found  a  picket  there  of  about  25  men ;  exchanged  a  volley  with  them 
and  drove  them  to  the  other  side.  Colonel  Jones  marched  lus  command 
in  the  night  to  Core  Creek  and  endeavored  to  cross  at  a  blind  ford,  but 
tkiled  on  account  of  the  depth  of  water  firom  recent  rains.  He  then 
bivouacked  near  Dover  Crossing. 

The  next  morning  Colonel  Jourdan  advanced  over  Core  Creek,  at  the 
railnMd  crossing,  with  all  the  force  not  already  stated  to  be  with  Colonel 
Jones,  excepting  the  Third  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  the 
batteiy  held  in  reserve  and  some  companies  on  picket  He  extended 
to  Uie  right,  after  crossing,  to  the  Dover  road.  Colonel  Jones,  finding 
Nethercutt's  men  opposed  to  his  crossing,  forced  the  passage,  and  in  a 
smart  skirmish,  in  which  he  followed  them  3  miles,  drove  them  beyond 
reach. 

In  this  skirmish  we  lost  1  man  killed  and  4  wounded,  all  of  the  Fifly- 
Begiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers.    Three  of  the  enemy  1^ 
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on  the  gioond  were  bniied  by  the  yicton.  A  large  party  worked  all 
this  day  apon  the  railroad  bridge  and  laying  down  Aeepeam  and  raik 
beyond  to  a  oonsiderable  dJBtanoe, 

Intheooorseof  theday  Ireeeiyedthe  ftirther  inetnictionsto  ^asaame 
an  oftienslTe  and  strongly  defensive  position  on  the  line  of  Gore  Greek 
and  hold  (lie  same  antU  fiurther  oxders."  At  night  the  troops  were 
witiidrftwn  to  tiie  right  bank,  on  the  railroad  and  on  the  Dover  road, 
with  pickets  ont  on  the  loft  bank. 

On  the  18th  Oolonel  Joordan  with  the  same  Ibroes  crossed  the  rail- 
road bridge  and  advanced  something  over  a  mile  to  the  Gore  Greek 
Switch,  whence  a  road  leads  to  the  Dover  road^  intersecting^  it  at  three- 
quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  Dover  Grossing  and  abont  1^  miles  firom  the 
switch.  He  extended  his  command  to  tiie  Dover  road  and  held  the 
point  of  junction  witii  it  in  force.  At  the  same  time  Golonel  Jones 
passed  down  Gore  Greek  on  the  west  side  to  take  in  rear  any  party  at 
the  Kense  road  crossing  of  Gore  Greek.  This  operation  occupied  the 
whole  day,  the  troops  not  getting  back  into  their  camps  till  some  time 
after  dark.  Four  rebel  cavalry  only  were  found  at  lAie  Neuse  Gross- 
ing, who  were  captured,  with  dieir  arms  and  horses.  The  party  then 
crossed  the  creek,  having  to  construct  means  of  crossing  for  tbeir 
ambulance,  and  returned,  by  the  road  on  the  east  side,  to  the  Dover 
Grossing.  The  next  day,  Sunday,  the  troops  were  not  disturbed  in 
their  bivouac 

On  Monday  morning,  having  fully  concerted  the  operation  with 
Golonel  Jones  and  Golonel  Jourdan,  I  directed  these  sealons  and  ener- 
getic officers  to  advance,  maintaining  a  constant  communication  with 
each  other  until  the  long  sand  ridge  should  be  ftilly  explored.  The 
troops  of  the  two  camps  moved  at  the  same  time.  The  left  wing  ex- 
tended to  the  Dover  road  and  scoured  to  the  right  and  left  of  the  rail- 
road through  most  difficult  ground ;  the  right  advanced  by  the  open 
country  bordering  the  Dover  road  and  dashed  first  into  the  Siuidy  Bidge 
region,  when  they  were  opposed  by  skirmishers.  The  noise  of  this  con- 
flict was  the  first  communication  the  left  was  able  to  obtain  with  the 
right,  although  nearly  abreast  with  it.  The  enemy's  pickets  on  the 
railroad  retired  along  the  track,  firing,  thus  giving  distant  notice  of  our 
progress  there.  Arriving  at  the  Biddle  road,  an  avenue  1  mile  long 
from  the  long  sand  ridge  to  tiie  railroad,  while  the  skirmish  was  going 
on.  Golonel  Jourdan  moved  rapidly  to  the  right  upon  it,  with  a  bat- 
tauon,  and  in  support.  The  affidr  concluded  on  the  Dover  road  about 
a  mile  in  advance  of  the  avenue.  At  that  place  the  Sandy  Bidge  de- 
clines into  a  swamp,  and  the  last  end  of  it  was  roughly  intrenched. 
The  rapid  movement  and  severe  fire  of  the  excellent  skirmishers  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  gallant  charge  of  17  cavalry  of  company 
H,  Third  New  York  Gavalry,  under  Sergeant  Dow,  leaping  the  intrench- 
ments,  drove  the  main  body  of  the  rebels  into  the  swamp,  and  detained 
a  commissioned  officer  and  27  enlisted  men  of  the  Forty-ninth  North 
Garolina  Begiment  in  our  hands  as  prisoners. 

Our  loss  in  this  skirmish  was  7  enlisted  men  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers  and  1  of  Gompany  H,  Third  Begiment  iSew 
York  Gavaky ,  wounded.  Three  horses  of  the  same  cavalry  party  were 
kiUed. 

On  Tuesday,  pursuant  to  orders  from  Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army 
Gorps,  my  column  returned  to  the  New  Berne  lines  and  resumed  their 
former  positions. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  myself  under  obligations  to  Golonel  JoneS| 
nf  the  Fifty-eighth  Begunent  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  and  Golonel 
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Joardan,  oommanding  the  Second  Brigade  of  my  dirision,  for  their 
untiring  energy  and  intelligence:  also  to  Major  Fitz  Simmons  and  Liea- 
tenant  Greig,  Third  Regiment  New  York  Cavalry,  who  joined  my  staff 
for  the  ezpMlition,  the  former  as  chief  of  staff  and  the  latter  as  aide-de- 
camp. 

No  opportnnity  offered  for  the  use  of  artillery;  bat  in  it,  and,  I  may 
add,  thiooghoat  the  entire  command,  the  very  best  kind  of  spirit  was 
made  evident  to  me. 
Indoeed  please  find  a  report  of  Colonel  Jones. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  PBINCB, 
BrigoMer-OtmBral  of  VoUmUem^  Oammamding. 

lA&aL  CoL  SouTHABD  Hotfxak, 

AMtL  AiHi.  Gm^j  UightemUk  Arm^  Ootyt,  Xmo  Bmrne^If.  (7. 


Hdqbb.  Fduit  DimnoH,  Biohtebnth  Abmy  Cobpb, 

iSfm  Bemej  N.  0.,  Apnl  24, 1863. 

Oosi^.  lMiArm^Oarp§j])eptofN.  0.,  New  BemeyJSf.  0.: 

Oehebai.  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr 
commonication  of  yesterday,  in  which  yon  inqoire  whether,  daring  yonr 
recent  absence  at  Washington,  N.  C,  the  qaestion  as  to  yoor  power  to 
give  commands  from  that  place  was  raised  by  any  one,  and,  if  so,  by 
whom  and  ander  what  circamstances. 

It  is  nataral  for  one  to  infer  from  this  interrogatory  that  yoa  have 
heard  that  the  qaestion  was  raised,  and  I  think  it  bat  jastice  to  my- 
self and  others  to  state  that  in  no  official  manner  was  this  done.  Bat 
as  yoa  inqaire  if  this  matter  was  spoken  of  in  ^'sach  consaltations  and 
conversations  between  commanding  officers  as  woald  natarally  ander 
sach  circamstances  take  place  and  inflaence  actions,''  I  think  it  propter 
to  add  that  the  only  remark  that  came  ander  my  own  observation,  and 
that  coald  be  considered  by  any  one  as  at  all  calcalated  to  raise  the 
qaestion  of  year  power,  was  a  remark  attered  in  private  conversation 
by  General  Prince  on  the  morning  of  the  lOUi  instant  (I  think),  and  this 
occarred  in  this  way :  Several  officers,  indading  myself,  were  standing 
on  the  pavement  near  yoar  quarters.    General  Prince  said : 

H«re  is  a  qnettlon.  G«nenJ  Foster  is  shot  op  in  Washington  with  s  small  oom- 
maod.  He  is  nnable  or  unwilling  to  leare  there.  Is  he  then  in  command  of  the 
department,  or  who  is  then  in  oommandf 

The  above  is  the  sabstance  of  the  remark,  as  I  anderstood  it.  I  paid 
no  attention  to  it  at  the  time,  as  I  was  very  mach  occapied  in  getting 
ready  to  leave  for  the  blockade.  I  left  the  place  where  the  conversa- 
tion was  going  on  while  (General  Prince  was  conversing,  and  I  do  not 
even  now  recollect  the  persons  who  were  there  bat  I  think  General 
Wessells  was.  This  was  not  calcalated  to  <<  inflaence  (my)  actions." 
Genera]  Prince  certainly  never  advised  with  me,  officially  or  privately, 
as  to  the  power  of  the  commanding  general  whUe  in  Washington,  and 
the  remark  wan  simply  an  idle  one,  which  I  thoaght  it  better  not  to 
make  at  that  time,  and  I  regret  the  necessity  for  ever  speaking  of  it 
I  am,  sir,  very  respectfdlly,  years, 

I.  F.  PALMER, 
Brigadi0r'€fmerul,  Oammamdmg  Firtt  DMHam. 
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Headquabtbbs  Dibtbiot  of  thb  Pamlioo, 

WasMnfftony  N.  0.,  AprU  26,  ISOa. 
li%j.  Qen.  J.  G.  FosTEBy 

(kmdg,  EighUmUk  Armjf  Oarpt^  DepUofHT,  0, : 

GE19EBAL :  Yoar  letter  of  the  2l8t  instaot*  was  rooeiyed  by  me  on  the 
22d.    Yoa  say : 

The  siege  of  Waahington  being  ndaed,  my  doty  to  our  oonntiy,  to  yomseU^  and  to 
myaelf  reqoiiee  some  explftnation  of  past  eyents. 

I  will  endeavor  to  answer  seriatim  the  queries  which  follow  this  pas- 
sage satisfactorily  to  onr  conntry,  to  yoorselfy  and  to  myselfl 
The  passage  which  I  will  first  consider  is  as  follows : 

Learning  that  an  attack  was  to  be  made  on  Washington,  I  left  on  March  29  for  that 
place  and  arrived  there  on  the  30th.  April  1, 1  wrote  to  Genezal  Pidmer  sainesting 
three  ways  of  raising  the  siege  and  expressinff  mr  nreferenoefor  the  fintf  which  was 
to  land  a  strong  force  at  a  point  below  HilPs  Point  Battory,  take  that  battery  in 
reyerse,  march  np  in  rear  oi  Bodman's  Point,  and  Join  me  at  Washington  Bridge. 
What  ^ort,  if  any,  was  made  to  eany  ont  my  orders  as  above  quoted  f  Was  anv  re- 
connaiasance  made  by  yonr  order  for  tne  purpose  of  learning  the  strensth  and  pontion 
of  the  enem  V,  on  the  result  of  which  you  reported  to  me  that  it  was  impracticable  to 
land  and  take  the  batteries? 

On  the  Ist  day  of  April  the  following  letter  from  General  Palmer,  com- 
manding the  department  in  yonr  absence,  was  received  by  me : 

Hbadquakrbs  EiGsnoaiTH  Abmt  Ooara, 

Nmo  Berae,  April  1. 1863. 
Brigadier^neral  Pbincb,  New  Beme,  N,  C. : 

General  :  Information  is  Just  received  from  General  Foster  from  Wasbington,  K.  C, 
that  that  place  is  about  to  be  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force.  Tl  e  Te-enforoe* 
ments  under  General  Spinola  have  not  been  able  to  set  to  Washington^  if  the  robela 
have  established  a  batterv  at  Hill's  Point,  near  the  blockade  below  that  c^ty.  Gen- 
eral Foster  has  directed  that  you  proceed  immediately  to  that  vicinity  to  take  such 
measures  for  the  reducing  of  this  battery  as  your  ffood  judgment  may  dictate,  and  yen 
will  get  the  re-enforcements  to  their  destination  u  possibK. 

The  gunboats  from  here  are  ordered  to  proceed  immediatdy  to  that  point  and  th^ 
will  be  under  way  in  an  hour  or  two.  The  steamer  Nortli  Shore  wiU  be  plaoed  at 
your  disposition.  She  takes  a  supply  of  ammunition  for  S^pounder  and  Wiard  guns 
with  her.  The  gunboats  from  Plymouth  have  also  been  sent  for,  and  they  wHl  be  <fown 
as  soon  as  possiole. 

I  send  you  the  letter  of  General  Foster  for  yonr  informatioo. 
General,  very  req^ectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  K.  PALHEB, 
Brigadier-Omtral,  Ckmmandbng. 

With  the  above  came  a  letter  from  C^enJ  Potter,  of  which  the  fol- 
lowing is  a  copy: 

WAsmHOTOK,  N.  C,  March  31, 1863^12  n 
Brigadier-General  Paucbb,  Ckmimamdlmg : 

Geineral  :  The  rebels  are  about  to  attack  us  in  strong  force.  They  sent  in  a  flagoi 
truce  this  morning  for  the  purpose  of  having  the  women  and  children  removed.  The 
fla^  was  not  received.  The  regiments  and  battery  that  were  to  follow  us  have  not 
arrived ;  cause  supposed  to  be  the  fire  from  a  battery  which  the  rebels  have  planted 
at  Hill's  Point  where  they  formerly  had  one.  We  can  hold  ont  for  two  or  three  days. 
General  Foster  wishes  you  to  send  up  at  once  all  the  gunboats  that  can  be  spared,  and, 
if  possible,  400  rounds  of  32-pounder  shot  and  sheU,  and  200  rounds  of  l2-pounder 
Wiards.  He  also  wishes  either  yourself  or  General  Prince  to  come  up  and  to  act 
according  to  your  own  discretion  in  attacking  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point. 

If  the  gunboats  cannot  succeed  in  silencing  the  battery  in  question  it  will  rest 
with  you  or  General  Prince  to  decide  as  to  the  advisability  of  landing  your  infimtry 
and  flanking  the  battery. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  E.  POTTER, 

ChirfqfStqf. 

*  The  only  copy  of  this  letter  found  is  in  letterpreos  book,  and  is  ni«gfi>K 
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I  remember  reading  also  a  letter  from  yon  stating  that  there  were 
three  means  of  relieving  Washington. 

I  left  Kew  Berne,  on  the  ForUi  Shore,  at  2.45  in  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  and  arrived  at  the  fleet,  off  Bath  in  Pamlico  Biver,  at  2.45  the 
following  morning.  (The  2d,  not  the  4th.)  General  Spinola  was  in 
command  there.  I  sought  him  immediately  and  talked  with  him  of  the 
sitnatlon  of  matters.  He  instantly  showed  me  an  order  he  had  issued 
for  landing  some  trooi>s  at  daybreak  for  the  purpose  of  storming  the 
Hill's  Point  Battery.  No  reconnaissance  had  been  made,  and  I  did 
not  see  that  his  plan  contemplated  one,  and  asked  him  if  he  proposed  to 
make  it  without  any.  He  replied  that  he  had  no  intention  to  attempt 
his  plan  without  one  and  should  make  a  reconnaissance  first  in  the 
morning.  I  then  approved  this  course  and  directed  the  reconnaissance 
to  be  made.  This  was  done  according  to  my  detailed  instractions.  The 
officer  in  command  of  the  party  that  made  it  reported  verbally  to  my 
satisfEu^tion.  There  were  present  about  1 ,600  men,  artillery  and  infantry, 
and  the  two  little  armed  steamers,  Lockwood  and  Allison,  and  a  sailing 
sloop  with  a  heavy  gun  on  board,  which  vessels  vainly  endeavored  to 
interest  the  HiU^s  Point  Battery. 

I  informed  mysel£  by  the  examination  of  many  different  persons  and 
by  personal  observation,  of  the  precise  nature  of  the  situation  of  Hill's 
Point  Battery  and  of  all  the  ways  by  which  it  could  be  approached 
and  all  the  places  where  landing  was  not  naturally  obstructed  and 
where  it  was  obstructed  by  nature.  And,  as  enjoined  so  forcibly  in  my 
instructions,  I  permitted  myself  to  be  governed  solely  by  my  jodgment 
in  deciding  that  a  landing  could  not  be  effected  with  any  means  at  my 
command.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  shake  this  opinion  or  modify  it. 
Time  and  light  all  confirm  it  When  I  had  formed  it  ftdly  I  did  all  I 
could  to  make  it  immediately  known  to  you  and  to  General  Palmer. 
At  evening  on  the  3d  of  April  I  left  the  river  for  New  Berne,  to  go  and 
return  as  quickly  as  possible,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  General 
Palmer.  I  carried  the  following  dispatch  with  me  to  General  Palmer, 
having  written  it  to  send : 

Pamuco  SiVKBy  K.  C.y  April  2,  1863. 
Ool.  Southard  Hoffman. 

At9t.  Adjt.  Gen,f  Eigktemih  Army  CorpB,  New  Beme^  N.  C. : 

COLOMXL :  The  battery  on  Hill's  Point  is  veiy  strong.  The  gunboats  we  have  (the 
Allison  and  Lockwood)  make  no  impression  on  it.  Its  geometrical  position,  consid- 
ared  with  the  relatiye  sitnation  of  the  enemy's  forces,  make  it  unassailable  except 
by jninboats. 

Whether  5,000  troops  landed  on  this  riyer  or  marched  from  New  Berne  wonld  be 
immaterial;  no  less  wonld  be  able  to  reach  the  battery  and  get  away  again  if  nnsnc- 
cessfoL 

Landing  therefore  with  me  is  ont  of  the  anestion  as  things  stand.  Blonnt's  Creek 
is  impassible,  and  at  the  bridge  is  a  camp  of  1,000  men.  There  is  no  way  of  my  com- 
mand getting  ont  of  the  triangle  formed  aronnd  the  battery  by  the  water  and  the 
road.  I  shaS  lie  here  and  threaten,  and  if  a  strong  force  of  gnnboats  comes  the  bat- 
tery can  be  fully  tested. 

Large  vessels  (gunboats)  cannot  find  their  way  through  the  blockade,  the  buoys 
being  up  and  the  piles  being  cut  off  2  feet  under  water,  and  while  tbey  are  beleaguered 
the  well-served  eight  guns  (some  Whitworths)  conld  destroy  them.  I  shall  attempt  to 
send  some  ammunition  to  Washington  to-nignt  in  a  small  boat,  hugging  the  northern 
shore;  but  it  will  be  a  trifle,  I  know.  The  officers  of  the  gunboats  will  consider  well 
whUe  near  the  battery  the  feasibility  of  one  running  through,  but  I  feel  confident 
they  will  decide  adversely  to  the  attempt.  If  Ctoneral  Dix  sends  5,000  men  we  may 
telieve  Washington.    If  the  lar;^  gunboats  come  they  may  succeed. 

In  order  to  remain  here,  coal  is  necessary.    I  send  a  tu^  to  brii  g  us  a  schooner 
containing  it.    As  ever^  steamer  will  be  out  of  coal  in  thirty-two  hours,  whatever 
else  fails  fet  the  tugs  bring  some  coal- vessel. 
Yonra,  respectfully, 

HENRI  PRINCE, 
BN^MMNsr-CT^Mral,  Vokmimn, 
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And  on  the  same  day  I  endeavored  to  express  myself  better  and 
more  clearly  in  a  commnnication  to  your  headquarters,  a  copy  of  which 
I  sent  through  the  barricade  to  yon,  which  is  as  follows: 

Nxw  Bkbhb,  April  Z,  1863. 
Lieatenant-Colonel  HomcAN: 

Colonsl:  The  above  sketoh  (for  correction  of  which  I  refer  to  the  map  of  Korth 
Carolina  by  Topoffraphical  Bnrean)  is  to  indicate  the  reUtive  mtaation  or  points  re- 
ferred to  in  the  foUowing  statement :  General  Foster,  with  two  regiments,  a  company 
of  cavalry,  and  a  company  of  artillery  (1»S00  men),  and  three  jgnnboats  is  at  Washing- 
ton. He  is  invested  on  the  north  side  of  the  river  by  the  brigades  of  Pettigrew  and 
Gamett.  as  he  states  in  his  letter  to  General  Prince  of  Aprils,  18G3.  On  the  south 
Bide  is  D.  H.  Hill  with  two  brigades,  according  to  General  Foster's  information,  same 
letter ;  bnt  other  information,  to  which  he  probably  has  not  access,  indicates  a  stronger 
force. 

The  enemy  have  at  Rodman's  Point  a  battery  with  which  they  are  destroying  the 

gunboats.  At  Hill's  Point  the  enemy  have  a  line  battery  of  six  or  eight  gnns.  A 
arricade  formerly  constructed  by  the  enemy  extends  fh>m  Hill's  Point  to  Swan  Point : 
the  barricade  consists  of  a  double  row  of  piles  cut  off  2  feet  under  water.  Instead  or 
destroying  the  barricade  our  vessels  made  a  passage  through  it  60  fbet  wide,  and 
marked  the  passage  with  buo^  The  enemy  having  removed  the  buoys,  it  is  not 
possible  in  the  expanse  of  the  nver  to  know  where  the  passage  is  running.  The  bat- 
tery therefore  penects  the  blockade  and  also  the  investment  of  the  small  force  of 
ours  at  Washington. 

Haying  been  up  myself  to  the  ftontof  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  and  felt  it  with  some 
small  gunboats,  and  having  reconnoitered  the  shore  there  and  obtained  carefully 
sifted  information,  I  can  ada  something  to  the  above  statement. 

Blount's  Creek  has  a  long  bridge  whrae  the  road  crosses,  and  is  impassable  below. 
The  bridge  is  partly  removable,  and  at  it  is  a  fbrce  1,000  strong  of  the  enemy  ever 
since  these  operations  commenced.  Above  the  bridge  the  swamp  is  impMsable.  In 
reconnoitering  tiie  shores  of  Blount's  Bay  I  found  the  enemy's  pickets  of  infiuitry  on 
its  west  «ihore,  all  alouff,  and  infantry  and  cavalry  on  its  east  snore.  This  shows  the 
enemy  to  be  on  the  alert  there ;  and  having  seen  lying  there  transports  filled  with 
troops  two  nights  and  a  day  before  I  arrived  there  they  are  in  anticipation  of  a 
landing.  The  enemy  therefore  on  the  south  side  of  the  river  are  in  force  to  defond 
the  Hill's  Point  Battery. 

It  is  believed  by  me  fh>m  my  reconnaissance  that  the  nature  of  the  position  west 
of  Blount's  Creek  does  not  adndt  of  the  sunboats  rendering  any  assistance  to  troops 
that  have  landed  save  while  they  are  on  tiie  imm^^diate  shore ;  the  entire  bank  is  high, 
rugged,  and  wooded.  Any  force  landed  there  places  itself  at  once  in  a  state  of  siege 
f^om  wnich  there  is  no  retiring  excepting  under  most  adverse  circumstances.  A 
march  upon  the  shore  itself  would  expose  the  troops  to  a  fire  from  the  bluff  which  they 
could  not  fairly  return. 

As  I  am  about  to  return  to  the  position  I  shall  use  all  the  means  I  can  to  obtain 
further  knowledge  of  the  enemy,  and  if  an  opportunity  to  land  occurs  I  shall  do  it. 
Up  to  this  time  since  the  first  arrival  of  ^e  troops  near  Blonnt*s  Bay  the  high  wind 
and  low  water  would  have  prevented  any  descent  befbre  as  well  as  after  my  arrival. 
If  anything  can  be  done  by  the  combined  forces  of  army  and  navy  assembled  at  the 
barricade  you  may  be  assured  that  no  pains  will  be  spared  to  do  it. 

It  is  understood  at  the  headquarters  of  the  Eighteenth  Armv  Corps  that  the  en- 
emy's regiments  in  this  region  are  fhU,  and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  two  brigades  of 
D.  H.  Hul's  command  nmnber  ten  regiments. 
Very  respectfhlly.  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRT  PRINCE, 
Brigadier-Gentralf  Vohmteen. 

I  retarned  to  Blount's  Bay  the  next  day.  In  the  trip  I  had  seen  the 
Sonthfield  and  two  other  gunboats  from  Plymouth  on  their  way  to 
Blount's  Bay,  where  they  arrived  before  me.  nnd  I  left  the  Hunchback, 
from  New  Berne,  detained  by  the  weather  in  the  mouth  of  the  Neuse. 
The  passage  of  the  Sound  was  rendered  very  difficult,  and  was  con- 
stantly being  interrupted  during  the  most  of  the  time  I  was  up  in  the 
Pamlico  Biver  by  the  high  wind.  The  first  re-enforoements  arrived  on 
the  5th.  There  were  then  in  all  2,500  men  there:  "Clearly  not  enough 
to  attempt  the  operation  of  forcing  the  crossing  of  Blount's  Greek,  which 
cannot  be  more  correctly  described  now  that  our  troops  have  it  in  pos 
session  than  it  was  by  me  tfaeo* 
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The  iiiBtniotioiiB  ooDtemplate  a  fuir  trial  of  the  large  dass  of  gun- 
boats. The  Hunchback  did  not  soeceed  in  reaching  Blount's  Bay  until 
the  afternoon  of  the  5th.  On  that  day  I  received  your  instructions  to 
leave  the  river  to  the  care  of  the  gunboats,  and  left  early  the  next  morn- 
ing. I  do  not  think  a  foil  test  of  what  the  gunboats  could  do  with  the 
battery  had  then  been  madCi  but  supposed  it  would  be.  There  were  no 
means  of  landing  troops  at  Biennis  Bay  under  fire,  and  it  was  of  no 
use  to  collect  them  unless  the  troops  could  get  there.  It  seems  not  to 
have  been  possible  up  to  the  time  I  quit  there  to  get  a  sufficient  force 
from  New  Berne  to  fight  the  brigade  of  4.500  men,  which  was  the  least 
force  that  could  be  reasonably  deemed  to  be  supporting  the  HilPs  Point 
Battery. 

To  recapitulate:  I  anifed  «t  the  forces  on  the  Pamlico  Biver  at  3 
o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  of  April.  An  order  had  been  issued 
for  troops  to  land  at  daylight  and  storm  the  Hill's  Point  Battery.  I 
countermanded  this  order— my  greatest  service  yet  rendered  to  the 
country  in  any  one  act  I  order^l  an  armed  reconnaissance,  in  which 
I  explained  every  detaQ  of  the  mode  in  which  it  should  be  conducted 
in  the  events  that  I  imagined  might  occur.  It  was  completed  to  my 
satisfaction.  I  reoonnoitcoed  the  region  careftilly  myself.  I  ascer^ 
tained  the  nature  of  it  with  the  most  Irrefragable  accuracy,  as  well  as 
the  position  of  the  enemy,  whose  force  I  correctly  estimated.  I  sifted 
justly  the  mass  of  information  I  obtained  on  all  these  subjects,  and  thus 
saw  the  situation  deariy  and  positively.  The  stormy  night  of  the  3d  ci 
Aprilandthedayof  the  4th  I  traversed  the  waters  of  Pamlico  Sound  to 
New  Berne  and  back.  On  the  5th  of  April  I  received  your  orders  to 
quit  the  river  with  the  2,500  men  that  were  there  in  my  command,  ex- 
cepting one  regiment  to  be  sent  by  tiie  naval  force  to  you,  and  I  ac- 
cordingly left  early  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of  April  for  New  Berne. 

And  now  as  to  the  question  of  landing.  The  notes  written  by  you 
fiK>m  Washington,  such  as  I  saw,  cannot  be  regarded  technicaUy  as 
orders.  Their  style  suggested  the  idea  to  me  that  you  did  not  so  re- 
gard them  yourself  as  they  are  not  Buffldently  coherent  with  each  other 
or  sufficiently  definite  in  themselves,  it  seems  to  me,  to  be  considered 
such.  In  the  paragraph  of  your  letter  which  I  am  now  considering  you 
said :  ^^  I  wrote  to  (^eral  Palmer  suggesting  three  ways,"  '&c.,  and  ^^  ex- 
pressing my  preference  for  the  first,"  &c.  You  then  said :  **  What  effort, 
if  any,  was  made  to  carry  out  my  orders  as  above  quoted  f  I  think 
from  this  that  you  do  not  always  regard  them  as  orders.  They  are  in 
foct,  as  you  style  them  yourself,  your  suggestions  and  preferences  fitnn 
your  point  of  view  at  the  moment  of  writing.  Undoubtedly  you  would 
not  consider  them  orders  in  the  case  of  foilure  of  anything  done  in  pur- 
suance of  them. 

In  one  addressed  to  General  Palmer  yon  say  that  the  first  plan  was 
described  to  be  '^  to  land  a  strong  force  below  (no  place  being  par- 
ticularized) Hill's  Point  Battery,  teke  that  battel^  in  reverse,  march  up 
in  rear  of  Bodman's  Point,  and  join  me  at  the  bridge." 

In  one  addressed  to  me,  dated  April  2,  yon  say : 

The  Imtteiles  miut  be  teken  in  taoceasiony  to  do  whioh  it  is  neoeastfy  to  land  nn- 
4«r  eoTor  of  the  gnnboate  and  to  aaaftil  the  battecy  in  its  flank  or  rear  at  the  same 
time  that  the  gnnboats  assail  it  in  front.  The  batteiy  will  probably  be  supported 
by  a  brigade,  which  yoa  most  whip.  If  yon  haye  not  troops  enough  send  at  once  to 
Palmer  with  orders  from  me  to  load  any  steamer  or  sail-Tessel  with  troops  enongh  to 
do  the  bosiness  sarely— 

At  this  Stage  I  visited  General  Pahner,  who  said  that  he  was  nsing 
all  the  transportation — 

If  the  flnmboats  anlTe  befim  mora  troops  anire  yoa  oan  make  the  attempt  to  land 
ihslroow. 
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Bat  the  class  of  gunboats  that  were  expeeted  to  affeet  the  battery 
did  not  arrive  till  the  5th  April 

In  another  addressed  to  me  yon  said  that  after  the  Hill's  Poirt  Bat- 
tery was  taken  the  troops  ought  to  re-embark  in  order  to  proceed  to  the 
Rodman's  Point  Battery  on  transports. 

The  letter  of  General  Potter,  chief  of  yoor  stafl^  says: 

He  (General  Foster)  also  wiahes  either  yoniBelf  or  General  Prince  to  oome  np  and 
to  aet  according  to  your  own  dlBcretion  in  attacking  the  battery  at  Hill's  Point.  If 
the  gnnboats  cannot  sacoeed  in  silencing  the  hattery  in  qnestion  it  will  rest  with 
yon  or  General  Prince  to  decide  as  to  the  adyisability  of  landing  yoor  in£u&tiy  and 
flanking  the  battery. 

Thus  I  have  shown  most  dearly  that  it  rested  solely  on  my  judgment 
and  responsibilitytodecide  whether  the  laadteg  of  troops  near  the  Hill's 
Point  Battery  should  be  made,  and  I  shall  proceed  to  show  that  I 
decided  correctly. 

D.  H.  Hill  was  known  to  be  on  the  south  side  of  the  Pandieo  Biver 
with  at  least  two  brigades  of  lebelB.  I  derived  this  knowledge  not  only 
fix>m  you  but  from  other  sources  of  information.  From  your  headquar- 
ters I  learned  that  the  rebel  regiments  about  here  were  all  fhll,  each 
brigade  consisting  of  Ave  regiments,  numbering,  say,  4,500  men. 

But  as  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  was  the  key  of  the  whole  investment 
it  would  be  taking  a  short-sighted  view  of  the  generalship  of  the  rebels 
to  suppose  that  they  could  not  concentrate  all  their  force  tiiat  was  south 
of  the  river  in  its  defense:  and  when  we  were  nearest  to  being  able  to 
land,  when  we  had  in  all  2,500  men  at  Blouni^s  Bay,  I  knew,  by  ocular 
observation,  that  they  were  concentrated  for  the  defense  of  that  bat- 
tery against  a  landing.  The  indications  were  conclusive.  This  is  now 
rendered  a  demonstrated  certainty  by  our  troops  having  marohed  over 
the  ground  and  witnessed  their  freshly-vacated  camps  there  since  the 
raising  of  the  siege  of  Washington. 

To  land  west  of  Blount^s  Creek  would  have  been  to  place  one's  self 
where  the  formation  of  the  shore  line  reftised  to  permit  the  gunboats  to 
render  any  assistance  to  the  infantry  landed.  No  point  juts  out  upon 
which  the  gunboats  might  fire  without  firing  over  (that  is,  into)  our 
troops.  No  place  whatever  can  be  named  west  of  Blount's  Greek  below 
the  battery  where  the  gunboats  could  assist  the  retreat  The  troops 
therefore  would  have  to  depend  upon  themselves  and  the  intrenchments 
they  might  make  after  landing.  From  the  mouth  of  Blount's  Greek  to 
Hill's  Point  Battery  is  2^  miles  of  shore  line,  forming  a  uniform  and  gentle 
curve  of  which  Hill's  Point  is  the  culmination  merely.  The  general 
level  of  the  land  along  there  is  40  feet  above  the  river,  the  bank  of  which 
is  blufil  A  landing  west  of  Blount's  Greek  would  be  on  this  curve  of 
2}  miles  in  length.  Inside  of  it  lies  encamped  the  supporting  brigade 
of  rebels— -their  pickets  everywhere  on  the  curve ;  their  main  body  not 
over  2  miles  distant  from  any  part  of  it. 

I  will  suppose  that  the  other  brigade  south  of  the  river  is  distributed 
at  Blount^s  Greek  Bridge,  Swift  Greek  Village,  Bodman's  Point,  the 
cross-roads,  and  a  point  between  the  cross-road  and  Swift  Greek. 

I  wiU  suppose  that  we  could  land  500  men  in  row-boats,  stem-wheelers, 
&c»  at  a  time.    Let  us  see  how  the  landing  would  proceed : 

The  transport  full  of  troops  draws  as  near  to  the  shore  as  she  can. 
She  is  then  half  a  mile  off  (or  she  remains  beyond  the  range  of  mus- 
ketry, which  would  make  the  time  longer).  Each  trip  to  land  500  takes 
twenty  minutes,  and,  if  no  contingency  prolongs  it,  the  transfer  of  the 
whole  to  land  takes  one  hour  and  two-thirds.  Meantime  the  rebels 
have  been  called  to  arms  by  the  fire  of  their  pickets,  and  being  not  over 
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2  milea  distant  they  are  at  the  landing  place  in  an  hour  after  the  land- 
in^  beii^ins  and  besiege  it  before  the  landing  is  complete.  The  two 
pnnciples,  withont  the  observance  of  which  the  operations  shonld  not  be 
attempted,  are,  first,  a  secare  retreat,  and,  second,  some  prospect  of 
taking  the  battery.    Any  one  can  decide  the  question. 

I  should  have  been  willing  with  5,000  troops,  having  assured  myself 
of  your  clearly  expressed  approbation  of  doing  so,  as  my  letters  already 
quoted  show,  to  have  attempted  what  I  have  described,  because  1  think 
our  soldiers,  with  a  superior  morose  arising  from  the  holiness  of  their 
cause,  are  superior  in  batUe  to  the  rebel  rank  and  file,  more  steady  and 
persevering,  more  cooUy  determined  on  retaining  a  reserve  of  energy 
and  a  few  unwasted  cartridges  for  final  exhibition,  and  to  sweep  the 
field. 

To  land  east  of  Blount's  Greek  would  have  been  safe  and  under  the 
cover  of  the  gunboats ;  but  then  there  would  have  been  between  the 
column  and  the  battery  the  obstacle  of  an  unfordable  creek,  watchfully 
guarded,  wiUi  a  single  bridge  partly  removable  and  occupied  in  force. 
It  is  evident  that  2,500  men  would  not  have  forced  the  crossing  of 
Blount's  Creek  if  they  had  Isjided  on  the  east  side  of  it  and  remained 
in  a  condition  to  go  further.  In  fiict  the  entire  available  force  of  this 
department,  all  the  infiEUitry,  cavalry,  and  artillery  that  could  be  marched 
from  Kew  Berne,  in  precise  total  6,400  men,  went  there  on  the  9tti  of 
April,  and  after  experimenting  on  it  marched  back  to  Few  Berne  again 
with  their  killed  and  wounded,  because  they  could  not  force  it  without 
a  too  great  cost  of  men.  As  landing  or  marching  there  would  have 
brought  the  forces  to  the  same  identical  place,  it  is  therefore  demon- 
strated that  my  Judgment  was  correct  in  pronouncing  it  to  be  out  of 
the  question  to  get  on  the  flank  or  rear  of  Hill's  Point  Battery  by  land- 
ing east  of  Blount^B  Creek,  for  there  is  no  way  of  turning  Blount^s  Creek, 
as  a  swamp  at  the  head  of  it,  beginning  at  the  bridge,  covers  an  area 
10  miles  long  and  6  miles  wide,  and  the  only  pocoeon  road  through  it 
is  impassable. 

Landing  east  or  west  was,  as  I  wrote  to  you,  out  of  the  question,  then, 
with  mv  forces.  I  sincerely  hope  I  have  rendered  it  as  plain  to  the  coun- 
try and  to  yourself  as  it  has  long  been  to  me. 

The  next  paragraph  of  your  letter  is  as  follows: 

Nothing  beinff  done  on  the  Pamlico  River  in  acoordanoe  with  my  plan  No.  1, 1  wrote 
on  the  5tn  of  April  ordering  yon  to  take  command  of  all  the  available  forces  and 
marah  aeroM  the  country  to  waahington.     Why  did  yon  not  go  in  command  f 

This  question  is  answered,  I  think,  ftilly  in  my  reports  to  your  head- 
quarters of  April  13, 1863,  rendered  for  the  purpose  of  answering  it.  If 
you  will  suggest  any  deficiency  in  the  explanation  as  there  given  I  will 
supply  it  with  pleasure.  I  believe,  in  preparing  myself  for  the  march,  I 
foresaw  every  difficulty  likely  to  occur  in  the  march  and  all  the  places 
where  it  was  possible  there  would  be  any  opposition,  and  made  up  my 
mind  how  I  could  persistently  endeavor  to  meet  the  one  and  overcome 
the  other. 

Was  any  oonnMl  of  war  held  ae  to  the  expediency  of  marching  acroes  the  conntry  f 

l^one  that  I  have  heard  of.  But  this  extraordinary  question  is  enti- 
tled to  more  consideration  than  is  supplied  by  a  full  answer.  I  did  not 
ask  the  opinion  of  any  officer  or  officers  whatever  in  respect  to  march- 
ing to  Washington.  At  one  time  General  Palmer,  Colonel  Hofiman 
(the  assistant  ai^utant-general  of  the  department)  at  another,  and  Gen- 
eral Spinola  at  another  time  were  in  my  quarters,  a  few  moments  each, 
at  the  time  when  myself  and  my  confldential  personal  staff  were  gath* 
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eriug  and  oollatfng  informatton  from  penona  of  all  oolois  respeoHng 
the  eoantry  between  Kew  Berne  and  Washington  and  were  discassing 
in  the  most  perfect  priya^y  whatever  sabjects  in  oonneetion  therewith 
it  pleased  us  to  mention,  it  having  been  stated  by  me  to  them  that 
nothing  which  was  ottered  that  day  by  them  or  by  me  shoold  be  con- 
sidered an  opinion,  but  as  a  mere  saggesdon  to  thought  and  memory. 
No  reserve  was  observed  when  the  persons  named  were  in,  and  no  other 
person  was  treated  with  any  part  of  such  oonfldence.  I  am  forced  to 
suppose  that  this  working  witii  my  staif  is  the  foundation  of  the  ques- 
tion, if  it  has  any,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  because  I  cannot  imagine 
any  other. 

Did  yoa,  publioly  or  privately,  hi  oongaltatlon  with  the  eomnumdlng  offlcerySiye 
▼our  opinion,  simtikr  to  that  expreaaed  to  me  in  a  letter,  that  the  ffamion  at  Waah- 
ington  were  in  an  eel-pot  and  toe  month  oloaed,  and  to  ooov^  the  unprewion  that  it 
was  inexpedient  to  inonr  muoh  riak  in  endeavoring  to  raise  toe  aieger  ftooepting  the 
anrrender  aa  a  foregone  oonolosion,  and  that  the  troops  that  ahoold  march  to  my  re^ 
one  wonld  in  all  probability  be  cnt  off  f 

I  have  never  held  such  opinions,  and  have  never  expressed  any  such 
to  you  or  to  any  one.  I  never  haa  impressions  resembling  such  as  yon 
mention  above  and  never  conveyed  any  such  to  any  one,  publicly  or 
privately.  If  I  had  done  so  publicly,  as  I  have  no  right  to  do,  the  in- 
formation would  be  at  your  service ;  if  privately,  as  I  have  the  most  per- 
fect right  to  do  to  a  commanding  officer,  it  would  be  baored  with  him. 

There  were  two  commanding  officers  whom  I  consulted  with,  General 
Palmer,  commanding  the  department  in  your  absence  at  Washington, 
with  whom  I  was  bound  to  consult  as  the  commanding  officer;  the 
other  was  General  Spinola,  whom  I  relieved  in  command  on  the  Pamlico 
River,  which  &ct  placed  me  on  similar  Uarms  with  him  to  a  certain  de- 
gree. I  was  habitufdly  frank  with  them,  and  if  my  frankness  is  partly 
exposed  I  submit  to  you  tiiat  it  is  not  my  foult.  They  are  proper  per- 
sons for  my  freest  intercourse  on  public  matters.  The  ideas  I  may  have 
expressed  on  those  matters  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  departoient 
in  the  form  of  advice,  crude  surmises,  or  partiy  conceived  thoughts  for 
the  purpose  of  eliciting  an  exchange  of  impressions,  or  for  persuasion,  or 
conversation  merely  in  that  intercourse,  the  freedom  of  which  is  equally 
sanctioned  by  discretion  and  honor  and  the  good  of  the  service,  are  not 
subject  to  interrogatories,  in  which  they  are  liable  to  misconstruction,  tor 
the  public  eye.  It  is  my  freedom  to  express  myself  according  to  the  incli- 
nation of  the  moment  or  the  final  decision  of  my  judgment  to  the  officer 
in  command,  with  whom  I  am  in  customary  association,  on  the  current 
affairs  whicn  engage  us,  untrammeled  by  the  supposition  that  either 
he  or  his  confidentisJ  staff  officer  will  expose  my  remarks  anywhere.  I 
shall  only  hold  myself  responsible  to  the  public  for  what  I  so  say  when 
it  is  properly  imparted  to  the  public,  and  then  I  will  substantiate  the 
correctness  of  the  motives  actuating  my  words  in  the  broadest,  highest, 
and  purest  meaning  of  a  motive;  for  I  will  never  speak  by  any  other, 
however  agreeable  it  might  be  for  me  to  do  so.  I  shall  not,  therefore, 
here  review  my  and  their  ideas  exchanged  in  private  conversations. 
Doing  so  imperfectly  would  be  as  unjust  to  them  as  it  would  be  to  me. 
I  may  say  in  general,  however,  tiiat  in  discussing  a  proposed  military 
operation  I  habitually  make  every  supposition  of  success  or  failure, 
and  more  especially  of  foilure,  that  my  ingenuity  can  devise,  as  the 
only  means  of  preparing  myself  or  assisting  any  one  else  to  prepare 
properly  and  frilly  to  conduct  it. 

The  eel' pot  simile  I  used  only  in  the  sense  in  which  I  used  it  to  yoiu 
vis,  as  suggesting  the  manner  in  which  I  presumed  the  rebels  regardea 
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I  never  ao  regarded  it  myself,  bat  on  the  contrary  always 
expressed  as  my  Arm  opinion,  in  the  most  public  manner  and  with  the 
intention  to  diffuse  it,  that  yoo  ooold  come  oat  whenever  yon  pleased 
and  also  bring  year  command,  with  perhaps  some  loss,  and  that  I  fallj 
shared  yoor  confidence  of  saccess.  I  ased  this  simile  discreetly  with 
some  of  those  persons  interested  in  ranning  the  barricade  for  yon,  in 
connection  with  sach  remarks  as  that  the  enemy  let  the  Ceres  go  by 
withoat  firing  at  her  and  probably  would  let  anything  else  go  in,  to  en- 
courage these  persons  in  making  the  passage  of  the  blockade. 

Wm  the  qaeation  nuaed  regarding  my  authority  to  give  ordenf  If  to,  when,  by 
whom,  and  under  what  circumstancee  f 

The  qnestion  was  not  raised  that  I  know  of  regarding  year  authority 
to  command  the  troops  in  North  Oarolina.  If  I  had  any  talk  on  the 
topic  it  was  in  private  with  Oeneral  Palmer  or  General  Spinola,  and 
was  either  for  my  own  or  their  amasement  and  not  for  any  other  par- 
pose.  If  in  year  meaning  of  the  words  of  the  inqairy  you  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  circamstonces  in  which  yoa  were  at  Washington  of 
themselves  raised  the  qnestion,  yon  mast  admit  that  1  would  have  been 
absent-minded  not  to  tiiink  of  it 

TmstiDg  that  1  have  fulfilled  the  promise  with  which  1  began,  I  am, 
general,  very  reapeotftiliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBT  PBINOB, 
Brigadier-Gemerdly  Vohmteera, 


Hbadquabtbbs  Eiohtbenth  Abmt  Oobps, 

New  Bemey  May  8, 18d3. 
Oen.  Henby  Pbinob, 
Camdg.  DUtrict  of  the  PamlioOj  Washinfutany  N.  0. : 

Gknbbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  lettei 
of  April  26  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  21st. 

It  is  of  coarse  desirable  in  all  military  operations  that  the  pros  and 
cons  should  be  fully  weighed  and  the  operation  contemplated  be  made 
as  certain  as  possible ;  that  as  a  rale.  But  exigencies  do  occur  when  it  is 
a  duty  to  act  even  though  the  risk  of  failure  is  greater  than  the  chauoe 
of  sucoess;  this  as  an  exception ;  and  under  this  latter  hypothesis  I  con- 
sider ^e  attempt  to  relieve  Washington  to  have  been.  I  can  therefore 
only  regret  that  the  attempt  to  storm  Hill's  Point  was  not  made,  the 
more  so,  as  a  reconnaissance  made  by  Captain  Douglas,  of  the  Fifth 
Bhode  island  Volunteers,  showed  that  Hill's  Point  might  have  been 
carried.  Information  shows  that  only  one  brigade  was  wiUiin  near 
reaching  distance  of  that  Point. 

I  fear  that  your  Judgment  against  the  feasibility  of  attacking  the  place 
was  too  generally  disseminate<l,  and  that  the  effect  on  subordinate  offi- 
cers and  men  was  to  discourage  and  seriously  impair  the  morale  so  essen- 
tial to  success. 

This  is  written,  general,  to  acknowledge  your  report,  and  to  express 
my  regrets  that  your  views  were  not  mine;  or,  raiher,  that  you  did  not 
recognize  the  emergency  as  one  justifying  and  calling  for  some  risks 
and  greater  efforts  tiian  ^ere  made. 

I  remain,  general,  lespectfuUy,  yours, 

J.  G.  FOSTBB, 
Jfq^- &MMra/«  Oommamdi/ng. 
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HbADQUABTEBS  DiBTBIOT  of  THB  PAMLIOOy 

Waskinfftan,  N.  0.,  itfay  10, 1863. 

Maj.  G«n.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Oarolina  : 

General  :  Perfectly  coinciding  with  yon  in  the  generalities  of  yooi 
letter  of  May  8,  1863,  respecting  the  subject  of  landing  at  Hill's  Point, 
the  reasons  I  have  assigned  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  26th  of  April, 
1863,  forbid  my  drawing  the  same  special  inference  from  them,  and  the 
hypothesis  which  yon  there  state  that  yon  consider  applicable  to  the 
case  needs  no  other  commentary  than  is  ftumished  by  the  result  of  the 
siege. 

There  is  no  manner  in  which  my  judgment  could  have  affected  the 
morale  of  the  troops.  I  am  confident  that  it  was  never  otherwise  than 
well  affected  by  me.  After  the  fleet  returned  from  the  Pamlico,  when 
the  troops  were  crossing  the  Neuse  for  the  purpose  of  marching  to 
Washington,  in  which  expedition  they  expected  me  to  lead  them,  no 
regiment  passed  my  house  that  did  not  rend  the  air  with  unanimous 
cheers.  No  cause  whatever  has  existence  for  the  fear  you  express,  and 
1  do  most  solemnly  avow  before  my  Maker  that  no  valid  reason  can  be 
assigned  for  it. 

As  I  believe  that  an  examination  of  the  reconnaissance  referred  to  by 
you  as  made  by  Captain  Douglas,  Fifth  Ehode  Island  Volunteers,  will 
deprive  the  remark  you  predicate  upon  it  of  all  force,  I  beg  that  you 
will  cause  me  to  be  furnished  with  an  account  of  it 

Respecting  the  *'  one  brigade  "  immediately  in  support  of  the  battery  it 
is  but  just  to  say  that  it  was  Pettigrew's,  containing  six  fall  regiments, 
nominally  5,400  men,  and  that  it  was  re-enforced  by  Glaiborne^s  cavalry 
and  by  artillery.  But  D.  H.  Hill  had  two  brigades  on  the  south  side 
of  the  river  besides  three  unattached  North  Carolina  regiments.  Hill's 
Point  Battery  was  the  key  of  the  investment.  All  militaiy  men  will 
agree  that  he  could  therefore  concentrate  his  main  body  in  its  defense. 
No  doubt  can  exist  of  it.  But  this  is  of  no  moment  in  the  argument. 
Pettigrew's  brigade  is  sufficient  for  my  purposes. 

I  have  in  vain  endeavored  to  reach  with  my  perceptive  faculties  the 
object  of  this  correspondence.  Has  the  interest  of  the  country  suffered  t 
Or,  on  the  other  hand,  has  everything  terminated  according  to  the  ut- 
most blessing  of  the  Almighty  t  The  siege  of  Washington  is  raised  in 
the  best  possible  manner.  The  enemy  acquired  no  advani  age  whatever 
over  us  in  the  course  of  it.  Everything  has  resulted  in  the  utter  defeat 
and  overthrow  of  his  plans.  Nothing  could  be  better.  Your  name  is 
the  theme  of  every  newspaper  correspondent  And  yet  this  correspond- 
ence is  entered  upon  with  me,  in  which  there  seems  to  be  an  elaborate 
effort  to  give  currency  to  facts  which  have  no  existence  by  asserting 
them  interrogatively,  and  in  which,  notwithstanding  the  favorable  re- 
sult of  the  siege,  you  now  even  go  so  far  as  to  say  *^  1  can  therefore  only 
regret  that  the  attempt  to  storm  Hill's  Point  was  not  made,"  plainly 
regretting  that  an  unnecessary  and  imminent  risk  of  another  Ball's 
Bluff  was  not  run  by  landing  2,500  men  in  the  face  of  Pettigrew's  bri- 
gade, although  such  landing  would  have  been  in  opposition  to  your 
own  instructions  given  in  writing  to  me.  in  this  regret,  which  is  ut- 
tered with  such  poetical  sincerity,  neither  our  connt^  nor  myself  can 
possibly  participate. 

General,  it  is  clear  to  the  most  common  apprehension  that  the  <'  hy- 
pothesis," the  ^^fear,"  and  the  ^^regret"  expressed  in  this  letter  have  no 
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ezisteoce  in  your  mind;  and  I  am  snre  that  the  reconnaissance  which 
shows  that  Hill's  Point  Battery  could  have  been  taken  by  my  2,500  men 
will  prove  eqoally  flctitlons. 

Very  respectfolly,  general,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  PRINCB, 
Uer-C^eHerdl  VolwiUeeraj  Commanding  DUtriot 


Ko.  9. 


JZeporlf  of  OoL  BUa$  P.  Bickmcndj  Third  MaiMoohutetts  Infantry  ^  of  op- 

eratians  April  7-10  amd  10-21. 

OAMP  JOXTSDAIY, 

JTm  BemOy  N.  0.,  April  11, 1803. 

Sib:  The  following  is  a  coireot  report  of  the  part  taken  l^  myself 
and  command  in  the  recent  reconnaissance  in  force  under  firigadier- 
Qeneral  Spinola. 

April  7,  6.30  p.  m. — ^Beoeived  orders  to  march  immediately  with  three 
dayi^  cooked  rations,  and  seven  in  bulk  to  follow.  My  command  left 
camp  at  7  p.  m.,  marched  to  Foster's  Wharf,  and  there  embarked  on  the 
steamer  Allison,  which  took  as  across  the  Nense  Biver.  We  landed 
near  Fort  Anderson  and  bivonacked  for  the  night.  I  had  with  me  24 
officers  and  517  men. 

April  8. — ^Waited  during  the  morning  for  the  remainder  of  the  troops 
to  cross  over.  The  troops  were  temporarily  brigaded  ane  w^  my  regiment 
being  pat  in  the  First  Brigade,  under  command  of  Acting  Brigadier 
Amory.  The  whole  column  was  under  General  Spinola,  and  consists 
of  thi^ee  brigades  of  five  regiments  each  with  a  small  force  of  cavalry 
and  artillery.  The  column  moved  at  1.30  p.  m.,  my  regiment  having 
the  left  of  the  First  Brigade.  We  marched  in  a  northerly  direction. 
The  roads  for  the  most  pa^  were  very  good  and  the  column  moved  fast. 
We  made  no  halts  for  rest  We  passed  New  Hope  School-House  about 
sunset,  taking  the  road  to  the  left.  We  marched  until  9  p.  m.,  then 
bivouacked  by  the  road  side.    Distance  marched,  15  miles. 

April  9. — Our  brigade  moved  at  6.30  a.  m.,  in  the  same  order  as  yes- 
teroay.  Marched  back  on  the  same  road  about  4  miles ;  then  took  a 
cross-road,  which  led  into  the  main  road  to  Gore  Point,  and  continued 
00  in  the  latter;  halted  a  short  time  for  dinner  and  then  marched  on 
antQ  3  p.  m.,  when  we  got  in  close  proximity  to  Swift  Greek,  and  the 
enemy's  pickets  were  met — 2  of  them  captured  and  the  rest  driven  in. 
The  enemy  almost  immediately  opened  on  us  with  batteries  on  the 
other  side  of  Uie  creek.  Our  batteries  moved  to  the  front  and  engaged 
the  enemy  for  about  two  hours,  without  any  apparent  effect.  The  en- 
emy's shell,  though  few  in  number,  were  excellently  aimed,  every  one 
causing  some  loss  on  our  side.  Ammunition  being  nearly  all  expended 
the  order  was  given  to  retire,  which  we  did  in  good  order,  marching 
back  to  the  cross-roads  near  New  Hope  School-House  and  then  biv- 
ouacked for  the  night,  it  being  then  about  9  p.  m.,  and  having  marched 
daring  the  day  about  30  miles. 

Apnl  10. — ^The  column  was  put  in  motion  at  about  7  a.  m.,  Golonel 
Amory's  brigade  having  the  lead  and  marching  left  in  front,  which 
brought  my  regiment  in  advance.  Beached  the  ferry  near  Fort  Ander- 
son at  10.30  am.,  and  after  a  little  delay  we  were  transported  across  the 
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river,  reaching  New  fieme  at  12  m^  haTing  marehed  in  all  about  S5 
miles  in  leas  than  forty -eight  hoars  nrom  the  time  of  leav  ng  Fort  An- 
derson. I  brought  my  men  all  safely  into  camp  although  they  were 
more  completely  tired  out  than  at  any  previous  time  during  the  cam- 
paign. 
Bespectfolly  submitted. 

&  P.  RICHMOND, 
OoUmdj  Oommamdmg  BegimmU. 
B.  A.  IlblbY| 

A.  A.  A.  G^  Seoimd  BrigaOey  Bigktemi;^  Army  OorpM. 


Hdqbs.  Thibd  Bbot.  Mabbachusbtts  V'ol.  MnJTIA, 
Oamp  Jaurdauj  New  Bemey  N.  0.,  4pra  23, 1863. 

OoLONEii :  On  the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  I  received  orders  to 
have  my  command  formed  r^idy  to  march,  with  three  days^  cooked  ra- 
tions, seven  in  bulk,  and  100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man.  The  nec- 
essary preparations  were  immediately  made  and  line  formed. 

A  large  number  of  both  officers  and  men  were  on  the  sick  list,  con- 
sequently the  column  marched  was  less  in  number  than  at  any  previ- 
ous time.  I  was  too  unwell  to  leave  camp,  and  the  regiment  went 
under  the  command  of  Lieutenaot-Oolonel  Barton. 

The  following  is  a  copy  of  report  to  me: 

Camp  Jourdait, 
Nm  B0fm,  N,  C,  JpHl  8S,  1863. 
CoL  8.  P.  Biohmokd: 

CoLONKL :  I  hare  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  hv  the 
Third  Regiment  in  the  late  expedition  nnder  General  Ininee  towaid  Kinston,  In.  C. : 

Formed  regiment  line  at  10.  A  on  the  momine  of  April  16  and  marched  with  448  men 
and  23  offioers  to  the  depot  at  New  Beme ;  emharked  on  the  oars  at  2.45  p.  m. ;  pro- 
oeeded  to  a  point  4  miles  beyond  Batohelder's  Creek  and  bivouacked  for  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  formed  line  at  7.30  and  embarked  on  the  cars  and  pro- 
ceeded np  the  railroad  and  halted  at  the  Jones  plantation,  a  point  near  Core  Creek ; 
disembarked  and  formed  line  of  battle.  Three  companies  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jonrdan.  Sent  forward  Companies  C,  B,  and  H.  Regiment  rested  on  th^ 
arms  darins  the  day  and  bivooaoked  here  for  the  night. 

18fA.— All  aniet  throngh  the  night.  Three  companies  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jonraan.  Sent  forward  Companies  D,  F,  and  A.  Orders  received  to  hold 
the  regiment  In  readiness  to  act  as  a  reserve.  Bent  oat  Company  E  on  picket.  Reg- 
iment halted  here  for  the  night. 

19iA.— All  qniet  through  the  night.  Company  G  ordered  on  the  cars  to  gnaid  the 
train  and  ammunition.  Regiment  remained  inactive  through  the  day  and  bivou- 
acked here  for  the  night. 

20<A.— All  ouiet  through  the  night.  Three  companies  were  ordered  to  report  to 
Colonel  Jourdan.  Sent  forward  Companies  K,  £,  and  G.  About  9  o'clock  firing  was 
heard  at  the  front.  Received  orders  to  go  on  board  the  cars  as  a  support  to  the  bat- 
tery. Moved  forward  to  Core  Creek  and  halted.  At  2  o'clock  returned  to  our  former 
position  and  bivouacked  here  for  the  night. 

21«t. — ^All  quiet  through  the  night.  Regiment  remained  inactive  until  3  o'clock 
when  orders  were  received  to  prepare  to  march.  Embarked  on  the  cars  at  6  o'clock 
and  returned  to  New  Berne,  reacning  camp  at  7  p.  m.  Whole  distance  traveled,  34 
miles.    No  casualties. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JAMES  BARTON, 
LieiUenMU-Colamel  Tk*rd  Begknmt  Mau.  Vol  MiMa, 

During  the  absence  of  the  main  portion  of  the  regiment  those  re- 
maining in  camp  improved  in  health  considerably,  bat  I  am  sorry  to 
say  that  our  sick  list  is  stiU  very  large.  Company  I  returned  from  de- 
tached service  on  the  20th  instant,  and  last  evening  we  had  a  dress- 
parade  in  which  all  the  companies  belonging  to  the  regiment  partici- 
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pated.  It  was  a  very  pleasing  leonion  to  as,  it  being  the  flrat  time  at 
which  all  the  oomiM^eB  haye  had  an  oi^>ortiuiity  to  fonn  on  the  same 
line  since  the  first  day  of  our  arrival  in  this  d^witment 

I  remain,  eohmel.  most  lespectftally.  your  obedient  servants 

8.  P.  RICHMOND, 

OoL  J.  JOUBDiJI, 

Oamdg.  Seeond  Brig^  J^Uk  Dfv^  BigMemih  Armg  Oarp^. 


Na  la 


Btfortof  OofL  Johm  M.  WUUanjThMl  New  York  Omoalry^  of  MnMk 

at  Bamdf  Bidge^  AprU  20. 

PicoDKr  Btatioh,  Nbuob  B04D, 

iljpra  22, 1863. 

Sm :  I  have  to  report  to  yon  that  in  the  skirmish  with  the  enemy 
April  20, 1  man  was  wounded  and  3  horses  killed  and  1  revolver  lost 
Seventeen  of  my  command  were  engaged,  onder  the  command  of  Sergt. 
Henry  Dow.    I  was  sick  and  could  not  take  command. 
I  am,  respectfully,  yours, 

JOHN  M.  WILLBON, 
Oapkukif  TMrd  Nmt  Tarh  Oa/edlrff^  Oammamdkig  BtaiUm. 

OoL  &  H.  Mix, 

OammamtUmg  JMrd  Xew  York  Oaiedb^. 


Nell. 


BoMnrt  of  06L  J.  BUkUr  Janes.  Fifty-eiglUh  Permegleama  Infimtry.  at 

"  at  Sandy  Ridge,  April  20. 


HDQB&  FiFTT-BiaHTH  BEGIMENT  PBNNSYLVAIOA  VoLS., 

Camp  at  Core  Oreekj  April  20, 1863. 

Snt:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  advanced  on  the  Dover  road 
this  morning  according  to  arrangements.  No  enemy  were  found  this 
side  of  Sandy  Bidge,  but  at  the  junction,  or  just  beyond  the  causeway 
running  from  the  railroad,  fire  was  opened  on  my  skirmishers.  I  had 
three  companies  deployed,  which  drove  the  enemy  gradually  back,  they 
making  a  stand  at  every  strong  jxwition.  Near  the  upper  end  of  the 
ridge,  where  it  is  not  more  than  100  yaids  wide,  they  had  a  breastwork 
of  logs  and  earth  reaching  across  to  the  swamps  on  both  flanks,  which 
they  endeavored  to  hold  and  defended  with  great  resolution.  Findiog 
the  front  likely  to  cost  me  many  men,  I  deployed  two  more  companies 
on  liie  right  and  left  flanks,  with  directions  to  force  their  way  tlux>ugh 
the  swamps.  Those  swwnps  were  barely  passable  by  woodmen,  but  my 
men  succeeded  in  advancing  on  the  flank  of  the  breastwork,  when  they 
raised  a  shout,  at  which  the  enemy  abandoned  it,  and  fled  into  the 
swamp  to  the  rear  of  the  ridge. 

I  cannot  speak  too  highly  of  the  conduct  of  my  oflQioers  and  men.  of 
their  coolness  and  steadiness  under  fire,  and  of  their  perseverance  in 
pushing  the  enemy.    The  enemy  qn>osed  to  us  were  one  company  of 


240  HOSTH  CSABOLOTA  AMD  B.  B.  TIBOIHIA.  (OUAr. 

Netheroatt^s  bittalion  and  three  oompanies  of  the  Forty-ninth  North 
Carolina^  Liealenant-Oolonel  Flemmmg,  and  they  numbered,  one  of  the 
prisoners  says,  225.  We  fonnd  one  of  the  enemy  dead  on  the  field  (whom 
we  bnried  decently),  2  wounded  and  took  27  prisoners. 

Our  loss  is  8  wounded,  one  of  whom  belongs  to  Company  H,  Third 
New  York  Cavalry,  which  company  behaved  gallantly  and  lost  3  horses. 
The  breastwork  where  the  enemy  made  their  final  stand  is  at  the  upper 
end  of  the  ridge,  about  6  mOes  by  the  Dover  road  from  Core  Creek; 
beyond,  that  rcmd  runs  prinoipedly  through  swamps  to  its  junction  with 
tiie  railroad. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BICHTEB  JONES, 
OoUma  Fif^-eigkih  BegimmU. 
Captain  Waudboh, 


Vo.  18. 


BeporU  of  Brig,  Qm.  Framds  B.  SpinoU^  XT.  SL  Arm^j  ctrnmamdimg  Pro- 
visional Div%9um  and  First  Brigade.  Fifth  Divisianj  of  operaUona  om 
ihe  PamlicOf  April  1-4;  action  at  Blounfs  Oreek,  April  9,  and  of  Ex- 
pediUonsfrom  New  Berne  to  Swift  Greek  ViUagOj  April  13-21. 

HSADQUABTBBS  SPIKOLA'S  BBIGADB, 

Washingtony  N.  C,  May  12, 1868. 

Colonel  :  In  obedience  to  verbal  orders,  received  at  4  c^cloek  on  the 
morning  of  March  31,  for  me  to  have  two  regiments  of  my  brigade  ready 
to  emb^k  firom  the  wharf  at  Fort  Spinola  at  daybreak  and  for  myself 
and  staff  to  accompany  them  to  Washington,  N.  C,  where  I  would  re- 
port to  General  Foster,  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  viz : 

I  immediately  proceeded  to  execute  the  order.  The  One  hundred  and 
seventy-first  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiments  Pennsyl- 
vania Militia,  the  first  commanded  by  Colonel  Bierer  and  the  second 
commanded  by  Colonel  Dyer,  were  at  the  wharf  at  the  appointed  time. 
At  6  a.  m.  ttie  steamer  Emilie,  with  a  schooner  in  tow,  started  with  the 
One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Begiment  and  the  right  wing  of  the 
One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Begiment,  and  at  10  ^clock  the  same 
morning  the  steamer  John  Farron  started,  with  schooner  in  tow,  the 
left  wing  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-first  Begiment  being  on  the 
Farron  and  three  pieces  of  Ransom's  battery,  with  caissons,  limbers, 
and  200  rounds  of  ammunition  for  each  gun,  together  with  Captain 
Bansom  and  his  company,  being  on  the  schooner ;  myself  and  staff  on 
the  Faron. 

I  proceeded  down  the  Neuse  Biver  and  at  2  p.  m.  came  up  with  the 
steamer  Sylvan  Sbore,  lying  at  anchor  inside  of  the  light-house  at  the 
mouth  of  Neuse  Biver.  1  gave  the  captain  orders  to  proceed  at  onoe 
to  the  steamer  Thomas  Colyer,  then  aground  on  a  shoal  about  8  miles 
from  the  lighthouse,  and  take  the  One  hundred  and  fifty -eighth  Begi- 
ment Pennsylvania  Militia  from  on  board  of  her  and  proceed  with  it  to 
Washington,  N.  C,  with  all  dispatch. 

The  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  Begiment  had  started  for  Washing- 
ton on  March  29  under  orders  from  Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps.  1  subsequently  ascertained  that  the  steamer  Sylvan  Shore  could 
not  acoommodate  all  of  the  regiment,  and  at  3  o^clook  of  the  same  day 
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I  overtook  the  steam-tag  Alert  and  seat  her,  together  with  the  stern- 
wheel  steamer  Wilsoo,  after  the  remaiader  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fifty-eighth  EKegimeut  After  the  regiments  had  all  been  taken  firom 
the  Oolyer  I  put  part  of  them  on  the  John  Farron  and  a  portion  of  them 
on  the  schooner  with  the  artillery,  and  dlreeted  the  tug  to  take  the 
schooner  in  tow  and  reaeh  Washington  with  her  as  soon  as  possible. 

At  4.30  p.  m.  passed  Brant  Jsland  Shoals  Light-House,  and  at  7  c^clock 
passed  the  light-house  at  the  entrance  to  Pamlico  River.  At7.20  o'clock 
met  the  steamer  North  Shore.  The  officer  aboard  informed  me  that  he 
was  bound  to  New  Berne  with  dispatches  fh>m  General  Foster  to  Gen- 
eral Palmer,  and  that  the  rebels  had  erected  batteries  on  Mull's  and 
HiU's  Points,  on  the  Pamlico  Biver,  and  that  it  was  General  Foster's 
orders  not  to  proceed  any  forther  up  the  river  untU  gunboats  should 
arrive  to  convoy  the  transports  by  the  batteries.  I  proceeded  to  within 
about  5  or  6  miles  of  Mall's  Point,  and  at  9.30  o'clock  came  to  anchor. 
Our  approach  was  signaled  by  the  enemy  f^om  a  point  about  10  miles 
below  Mull's  Point  The  signals  were  very  distinct  and  continued  at 
intervals  throughout  the  night. 

On  Wednesday  morning,  April  1,  the  gunboat  Lockwood  passed  by 
a  little  before  daylight,  and  proceeded  to  within  1  mile  of  Hill's  Point 
and  came  to  anchor. 

At  6  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  1 1  got  the  steamer  Farron  and 
other  transports  under  way  and  proceeded  np  the  river,  and  at  9  o'clock 
again  anchored  within  2}  miles  of  the  Hiirs  Point  Battery. 

At  10  o'clock  I  visited  the  gunboat  Lockwood  and  learned  from  Mr. 
Hicks,  who  oommaiMled  her,  that  there  were  five  guns  mounted  on  the 
battery  on  Hill's  Point;  that  he  had  been  directly  under  the  battery 
and  had  seen  and  counted  the  guns.  Mr.  Hicks  expressed  his  willing- 
ness to  do  anything  in  his  power  to  assist  the  transports  in  running  by 
the  batteries,  whereupon  I  requested  him  to  proceed  within  range  and 
open  fire  upon  it,  which  he  did,  taking  his  vessel  directly  under  it  and 
continuing  to  fire  for  an  hour  and  a  half  without  any  reply  firom  the 
enemy. 

At  2^  p.  m.  Gaptain  Gouxaud,  of  General  Fostei's  stafif,  and  Lieu- 
tenant Oole,  of  my  staff,  volunteered  to  run  by  the  blockade  in  a  small 
boat  and  proceed  to  Washington  with  dispatches  for  General  Foster. 
They  got  safdy  by  the  Hill's  Point  Battery,  and  after  proceeding  a  few 
miles  up  the  river  met  Master's  Mate  McKeever,  of  the  gunboat  Louis- 
iana,  who  was  on  his  way  down  with  dispatches  fh>m  (^neral  Foster. 
Captain  Gouraud  and  Lieutenant  Cole  returned  again  to  the  steamer. 

Master's  Mate  McKeever  said  that  no  boat  drawing  6  feet  of  water 
could  reach  Washington,  as  the  tide  was  lower  than  it  had  been  for  a 
year.  Hiis  statement  was  also  confirmed  by  the  pilot  of  the  gunboat 
Lockwood,  who  asserted  to  his  knowledge  that  it  had  never  before  been 
so  low;  all  the  transports  required  more  than  6  feet  of  water;  while 
Mr.  Hicks,  commanding  the  gunboat,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  he  be- 
lieved it  impossible  for  any  of  the  transports  to  pass  the  batteries,  as 
the  channel  was  only  about  80  feet  in  width  and  aQ  the  buoys  had  been 
removed  by  the  enemy. 

At  7.30  p.  DL  I  sent  the  steamer  Sylvan  Shore  to  New  Berne  for  ad- 
ditional gunboats  and  ammunition  of  the  kind  required  for  the  guns 
at  Washington,  that  aboard  of  the  transports  not  being  of  the  character 
required  for  the  gunboats  and  artillery  at  that  place.  The  stem- wheel 
steamer  Wilson  arrived  and  reported  at  9.30  p.  m. 

Lieutenant  Cole,  of  my  staff,  and  Master's  Mate  McKeever  started  in 
a  small  boat  to  run  the  blockade,  with  dispatches  f6r  General  Fosteit 
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aod  got  flttfely  thxoogh,  and  retnnied  at  7.15  o'doek  on  the  moraing  of 
April  2  with  dispatches  from  General  Foster. 

After  arriving  in  flnont  of  the  rebel  batteries  and  remaining  there  all 
day,  and  finding  it  qnite  impossible  to  mn  the  transports  by  the  batteries 
at  that  time  or  nntil  additional  gnnboats  should  arrive  so  as  to  hold 
the  enemy's  guns  in  check  while  the  vessels  were  passing,  and  after 
having  carefully  ezamioed  in  person  the  shore  from  the  mouth  of  Blount's 
Greek  to  within  a  short  distance  of  Hill's  Point.,  having  likewise  made 
the  necessary  soundings  aloo^  the  shore  to  ascertain  the  depth  of  water 
between  the  above  named  points  with  a  view  to  select  the  most  suit- 
able place  to  land,  1  deddc^d  to  have  the  troops  put  ashore  and  storm 
t^e  works  on  Hill's  Point,  and  to  that  end  issued  the  following  orders 
on  the  afternoon  of  April  1, 1863 : 

Special  Obdkbs,  )  Hxapquabtbbs  Aboabd  John  Fabon, 

No.  1.  )  PamUeo  Bitfer,  N.  C,  AprU  1, 188S. 

L  Colonel  Dyer,  oonmumdinff  the  One  hnodred  And  seveiity-flfUi  Regiment  Peim- 
aylTanUi  HilitiA,  will  di«embft»  hie  regiment  on  the  steamer  Wilson  and  land  them 
near  the  month  of  Blonnt's  Creek  and  storm  the  hattery  on  HilFs  Point  at  daylight 
to-morrow  morning. 

n.  Colon^  Bierer,  oommanding  the  One  hondred  and  seTenty-flrstBeffimentPenD- 

grlvania  M<Ht<^  will  hold  that  nortion  of  his  command  that  is  now  aboara  the  steamer 
milie  in  readiness  to  disembark  at  davlight  to-morrow  morning  to  support  Colonel 
Dyer,  who  is  to  storm  the  battery  on  Hul's  Point. 

III.  liientenant-Colonel  Troxel,  commanding  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Militia^  will  bold  that  portion  of  his  command  that  is  now 
aboard  the  steamer  Emilie,  and  a  sufficient  number  in  addition  from  al>oard  the 
schooner  to  make  his  command  900  men  in  all,  in  readiness  to  disembark  at  daylight 
to-morrow  to  act  in  coii|unetion  with  Colonel  Bierer's  command  as  support  to  Colonel 
JOyer,  who  is  to  storm  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point. 

IV.  Lient.  Thomas  Low,  in  command  of  three  ^;uns  of  the  batterv,  now  aboard  the 
schooner  Annie  L.  Edwards.  wiU  be  ready  to  go  mto  action  with  his  gnns  at  daylight 
to-moRow  morning.  He  wul  act  in  concert  with  the  captain  of  the  gunboat  Lock- 
wood.    The  schooner  wiU  be  towed  into  action  by  a  propeller. 

By  emmmand  of  Biigadier-Ueneral  Spinola: 

L.  HAMLET, 
C^pteia  Mil  ABtUkmi  A^nianUOeneruL 

I  also  made  a  thorough  and  careftil  examination  on  the  evening  of 
April  1  of  the  approaches  by  water  to  Bath,  od  the  north  side  of  the 
river,  with  a  view  of  landing  there  and  marching  to  Washington  in 
case  I  flEdled  in  taking  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point. 

At  2  o^dock  on  the  morning  of  April  2  the  steamer  North  Shore  ar- 
rived with  Brig.  Gton.  Henry  Prince  and  staff  aboard.  The  foregoing 
orders  were  not  exeonted,  as  General  Prince  took  command  <?  the 
foroesy  and  all  movements  from  that  time  nntil  he  left  again  for  New 
Berne  were  under  his  direction  and  will,  I  presume,  be  embodied  in  his 
report. 

At  6  p.  m.  on  the  2d  instant  the  steam-tug  Alida  left  Ibr  New  Berne, 
and  at  8  o^dock  the  same  evening  General  Prince  and  staff  etarted  for 
New  Berne  on  the  steamer  North  Shore,  which  again  left  me  in  com- 
mand. 

April  3  I  loaded  eight  small  boats  with  ammunition,  and  although 
it  was  blowing  almost  a  gale  of  wind,  which  rendered  the  undertaking 
of  running  the  blockade  extremely  haEardous  in  addition  to  passing  the 
enemy's  batteries,  yet  1  experienced  no  difficulty  in  finding  a  sufficient 
number  of  volunteers  from  aboard  the  gunboats  to  man  all  the  small 
boats,  and  at  9  p.  m.  this  little  fleet  started,  under  the  command  of  Lieu- 
tenant Williams,  of  my  staff,  and  reached  the  garrison  in  safety.  Upon 
consultation  with  Captain  MacDearmid,  of  the  gunboat  G^res,  he  volun- 
teered to  buoy  out  the  channel  and  run  his  boat  past  the  batteries. 
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Accordingly  at  10  o^clock  on  tbe  night  of  April  3  he  started  to  place 
the  buoys,  and  at  12  o'clock  reported  that  ho  had  succeeded  and  was  then 
ready  to  run  his  boat  through  if  I  desired  it.  I  accordingly  had  the 
Geres  brought  alongside  of  the  Farron  and  put  on  board  of  her  all  the 
ammunition  her  magazine  could  hold. 

At  2.45  o^dock  on  the  morning  of  April  4  Captain  MacDearmid  started 
with  bis  gunboat  and  passed  all  the  batteries  in  safety,  the  Hill's  and 
Swan's  Point  Batteries  firing  at  him  as  long  as  he  was  within  range  of 
their  guns. 

At  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  April  4 1  received  a  dispatch  from 
General  Foster  for  Greneral  Prince.  It  was  of  an  important  character, 
and  I  concluded  to  forward  it  at  once  to  General  Prince  at  New  Berni*. 
Accordingly  I  had  the  600  troops  on  the  Farron  transferred  to  the  two 
schooners  that  had  Bansom's  battery  aboard,  and  started  the  steamer  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  morning  for  New  Berne  with  a  letter  to  General  Palmer, 
asking  that  all  the  smaU  boats,  together  with  the  surf  boats  and  launches 
that  could  be  procured  at  New  Berne,  might  be  sent  down  by  the  steamer 
on  her  return,  as  I  had  become  satisfied  that  the  garrison  could  be  re 
enforced  by  passing  the  blockade  with  these  boats  in  the  night,  in  case 
all  other  plans  failed.  The  steamer  returned  but  the  boats  did  not 
come. 

At  2  o'clock  three  additional  gunboats  arrived,  the  Southfield,  White- 
head, and  Seymour.  Their  several  commanders  expressed  a  desire  to 
render  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  toward  relieving  the  garrison, 
and  wished  to  know  my  desires  in  the  matter;  whereupon  I  requested 
that  they  would  at  once  engage  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point,  which  they 
did  at  a  distance  of  about  1,000  yards,  and  nothing  could  have  been 
more  accurate  than  the  firing  of  the  Southfield  and  one  or  two  others  of 
the  boats,  from  the  effect  of  which  I  became  entirely  satisfied  that  the 
battery  could  be  passed  in  safety. 

After  ascertaining  that  the  buoys  put  down  by  Captain  MacDearmid 
had  not  been  disturbed,  and  as  soon  as  dark  set  in,  I  had  the  whole  of 
Bamson's  battery,  including  officers  and  men,  transferred  to  the  schooner 
Nellie  D.,  and  the  six  guns  placed  in  position  on  tbe  schooner's  deck.  I 
likewise  transferred  the  whole  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth 
Begiment  Pennsylvania  Militia,  under  command  of  Colonel  Dyer,  num- 
bering 000  men,  on  the  same  schooner,  and  had  made  arrangements  for 
the  gunboat  Lockwood  to  take  aboard  the  ammunition  that  had  reached 
me  for  the  gunboats  and  batteries  at  Washington,  and  also  to  take  the 
schooner  in  tow  and  run  the  blockade  with  her  before  daylight  on  the 
following  morning.  The  above  arrangements  were  made  by  the  regi- 
mental and  battel^  commanders  in  pursuance  of  the  following  orders: 

SpSCIAL  OBDKRS,  i  HXADQUABTBRS  ABOAKD  THS  TROMAB  COLTSR, 

No.  2.  (  PamUoo  S¥m,  nMr  SUV*  Faimt,  N.  C»,  ApHl  4,  1863. 

I.  Col.  Samiiel  A.  Dyer,  oommftoding  One  humlriMl  aucl  seventy-flfth  Regiment 
PennsylTaniA  MilitiA,  will  immediately  transfer  his  command  from  the  schooner 

to  tbe  sohooner  Nellie  D.  that  has  RanHom'H  butt-ery  aboard,  for  the  pnrpose 

of  mnning  tbe  blockade  by  the  rebel  batteries  on  Hill's  and  Swan's  Points  and  Rod- 
man's Qnutefs  and  re-eDfbroine  Oeneral  Foster  at  Wasbin^^n. 

IL  The  ntmosi  caution  must  be  exercised  in  keeping  the  men  between  decks  while 
passing  the  batteries. 

III.  Captain  Ransom,  commanding  battery,  will  transfer  tbe  gnns  of  bis  battery, 

together  with  caissons,  ammunition,  and  men,  from  the  schooner to  tbe  schooner 

NeUie  D.,  and  have  all  his  gnns  placed  in  position  and  ready  for  action  on  the  deck  of 
the  sohooner  NeUie  D.,  so  as  to  assist  in  fighting  his  way  past  the  batteries. 

rV.  The  captain  of  tbe  schooner  Nellie  D.  wUl  receive  aboard  his  vessel  Colonel 
Dyer's  regiment  of  in&ntry  and  the  balance  of  Ransom's  battery. 

V.  Captain  Graves,  of  the  gunboat  Lockwood.  is  requested  to  receive  aboard  his 
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boat  the  amm«nitioD  sent  from  New  Berne  lor  Qeiienl  Foster,  aud  lay  bla  yeaBel 
alongside  the  schooner  Nellie  D.  for  the  purpose  of  towing  her  past  the  batteries  and 
throngb  the  blockade  to  Washington  between  now  and  daylight. 
By  command  of  Brigadier-Gtonwal  8pinola,  oommanding: 

L.  HANLET, 
Cqitaia  tmd  Astiaiamt  AdfuUuU-QemmmL 

Everytbing  wae  in  readiness  to  make  the  move  under  the  above 
orders  when  General  Prince  and  staff  arrived  in  the  steamer  Escort  at 
about  11  p.  m.,  April  4,  and  assumed  command,  after  which  the  execa- 
tion  of  the  foregoing  orders  devolved  upon  him.  The  arrangements  for 
mnning  the  blockade  with  the  gunboat  and  schooner  were  not  carried 
out,  although  the  schooner  had  weighed  anchor  aod  the  gunboat  had 
made  fast  to  her  and  both  were  under  way  when  General  Prince  coun- 
termanded the  orders  and  the  schooner  again  came  to  anchor.  I  had 
made  all  the  above  arrangements  under  the  belief  that  the  fovorable 
moment  to  re-enforce  the  ganisou  had  arrived,  as  there  were  2  or  3  feet 
more  water  in  the  river  than  there  had  been  at  any  time  since  my  arri- 
val. 1  ascertained  this  fact  by  soundings  made  under  my  own  per- 
sonal supervision.  The  reason  for  countermanding  the  orders  under 
which  the  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  schooner  Nellie  D.  and 
gunboat  Lockwood  to  run  tlie  blockade  I  have  no  doubt  will  be  fully 
explained  in  General  Prince's  report 

All  the  officers  and  men  of  my  brigade  were  both  willing  and  anxious 
to  incur  any  risk  or  to  encounter  any  danger  necessary  to  relieve  the 
beleaguered  city,  and  no  troops  in  the  army  could  have  manifested  a 
greater  willingness  to  make  any  necessary  sacrifice  tore-enforce  the 
garrison  and  to  relieve  it  from  the  perils  that  surrounded  it. 

I  cannot  close  this  report  without  bearing  testimony  to  the  gsJlant 
conduct  of  the  Navy  while  acting  in  conjunction  with  my  command, 
particularly  Captain  MacDearmid,  of  the  gunboat  Ceres.  The  conduct 
of  the  several  commanders  of  the  gunboats  engaged  was  all  that  could 
have  been  expected  of  them.  They  manifested  great  bravery,  coupled 
with  a  willingness  to  do  all  in  their  power  to  relieve  the  garrison. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  8PIN0LA, 
Brigadier-Oenerdl. 

Lieut.  Col.  SoTTTHABD  Hoffman, 

Adjutant- OenercUj  Eighteenth  Army  OorpB. 


Hdqrs.  on  Field  at  Littlb  Swift  Cbebk, 

April  8, 1863— Wednesday  night,  11  o'clock. 

Genbbal:  In  pursuance  to  your  instructions  of  to-day  the  column 
under  my  command  started  at  3  o^clock  p.  m.  and  arrived  at  this  place 
at  8  o'clock  p.  m.,  The  advance  guard  met  the  enemy's  pickets  about  7 
miles  from  Fort  Anderson.  They  retreated  without  returning  fire,  and 
about  half  an  hour  later  we  heard  their  alarm  guns.  From  information 
entirely  reliable  I  learn  that  the  enemy,  6,000  infantry  aud  1,000  cav- 
alry, are  in  a  strong  fortified  position  at  Walter  Ruft's  farm,  on  the  road 
leading  to  Blount's  Creek.  I  also  learn  from  the  same  source  that  the 
enemy  occupy  both  sides  of  Swift  Creek  Bridge.  There  are  other  forces 
on  the  road  leading  to  Eonstou,  but  I  could  nob  learn  their  }K)sition  or 
strength.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  enemy  is  in  strong  position  and 
force  at  the  cross-roads  near  Washington.  Should  I  proceed  to  Wash- 
ington on  the  Swiit  Creek  road  I  feel  assured  that  I  will  be  attacked 
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JB  the  rear  by  the  foroea  above  named  on  BnlTs  fEum,  and  wonld  also 
be  harassed  on  my  left  flank  by  the  forces  stationed  on  the  Kinstoc 
roads.  In  case  I  flail  to  drive  the  enemy  from  the  cross-roads  near  Wash- 
ington and  am  compelled  to  retreat  it  can  only  be  done  with  a  large 
sacrifice,  if  at  all.  From  all  the  information  I  have  received  it  estab- 
lishes the  strength  of  the  epemy  not  less  than  20,000,  under  Hill,  Petti 
grew,  and  Gbmett.  The  majority  of  the  information  fixes  the  enemy's 
strength  at  22,000,  and  it  is  therefore  snpposable  that  we  will  have  to  en- 
counter at  least  10,000  under  Hill  at  the  cross-roads  near  Washington, 
that  being  the  main  position  of  the  enemy.  It  appears  to  me  now  that 
the  only  possible  successful  way  to  relieve  the  ganison  is  to  take  the 
batti^ry  at  Hill's  Point,  and  in  that  way  raise  the  blockade. 

We  are  constructing  the  bridge  over  Little  Swift  Creek  to-night. 

1  shall  have  a  consultation  to-night  with  the  brigade  commanders,  ar- 
tillery, and  cavalry.  It  is  my  intention  to  start  from  here  in  the  morning 
for  Blount's  Greek,  and  engage  the  enemy  there,  and  drive  them,  S 
possible,  beyond  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point  with  a  view  of  taking  it. 
Should  I  not  be  successful  I  shsJl  retreat  to  Fort  Anderson,  as  I  am 
satisfied  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  march  on  Washington  by  the  Swift 
Greek  route  without  endangering  my  entire  command.  In  tiie  event  of 
having  to  retreat  it  wiU  be  necessary  that  transportation  be  ready  to 
con  vey  the  command  across  the  Nense  River.  Send  forward  immediately 
the  forage  wagons  and  wagons  with  ofiScers'  baggage ;  the  other  wagons 
leave  till  you  hear  further  from  me. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 
Brigadier-  General, 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmbb. 

Hbadquabtebs  Obmxsal  Spinola's  Gomhand, 

NsAB  New  Hops  Sohool  Housb, 
Thuredaff  Evening,  ApHl  9,  1863—11.30  o'clock. 

Gbnbbai.:  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  that  I  started  at  7 
o'clock  this  morning  from  Little  Swift  Greek  with  my  command  and 
marched  to  Ruff's  Mill,  at  the  head  of  Blount's  Greek,  a  distance  of  15 
miles.  Two  miles  from  this  place  we  met  and  exchanged  fire  with  the 
enemy's  picket,  which  was  continued  tiU  we  reached  the  cross-roads,  1 
mile  from  Ruff's  Mill.  I  followed  the  enemy  with  the  intention  of 
crossing  Blount's  Greek,  in  order  to  make  my  way  to  Washington,  as  I 
have  already  indicated  in  my  last  letter  to  you.  I  found,  however,  the 
enemy's  position  almost  impregnable,  owing  to  the  thickness  of  swamp 
woods  on  the  north  side  of  Blountfs  Greek,  and  also  to  the  strong  earth- 
works on  the  south  side  of  the  creek,  behind  which  the  enemy  were 
2,000  strong.  I  will  also  mention  that  these  earthworks  are  thrown  up 
close  to  the  bridge,  which  was  destroyed  by  the  enemy  previous  to  my 
arrival  there.  The  earthworks  were  i>artly  dug  in  the  ground  and  partly 
thrown  up,  so  that  they  could  only  be  reached  by  depressing:  our  pieces. 
In  the  enemy's  works  were  six  pieces  mounted,  which  I  judge  to  be  12- 
pounder  howitzers,  [which]  were  served  with  great  skill.  Behind  these 
fortifications,  at  a  distance  of  about  a  half  mile,  were  also  3,000  of  the 
enemy,  the  whole  5,000  being  under  the  command  of  General  Pettigrew. 
I  also  learn  from  reliable  sources  that  the  hm^s  from  Blount's  Greek  to 
Washington  and  Hill's  Point  are  entirely  occupied  by  the  enemy,  and 
I  leiurn  by  positive  evidence  that  there  are  two  brigades  encamped  at 
and  near  the  cross-roads  in  front  of  Washington,  under  the  immediate 
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nx>minand  ( f  General  Hill.  The  engagement  was  oommenoed  by  a  ooni- 
pany  of  the  Third  New  York  Oava&y  with  a  moantain  howitzer.  The 
howitzer,  under  command  of  Lieutenant  Borke,  and  the  company  of 

cavalry,  under  the  command  of  Captain ,  were  under  the  direc 

tion  of  Major  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  temporarily  detailed 
on  my  staJOf.  The  cavalry  detachment  constituted  part  of  Colonel 
Amory's  bri^ide,  who  engaged  the  enemy  at  the  bridge  for  nearly 
two  hours.  Owing  to  the  condition  of  the  ground  it  was  impossible  to 
develop  a  large  force  against  the  enemy,  and  therefore  only  two  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-third  Massachusetts 
Volunteers,  two  sections  of  Captain  Belger's  battery,  and  one  section 

of  32-pounder  howitzers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant j  together 

with  the  cavalry  above  named,  were  actually  engaged.  Though  we  suc- 
ceeded in  silencing  the  enemy's  tottery,  yet  we  were  unable  to  drive 
them  from  their  position,  as  our  infeuitry  and  artillery  fire  were  without 
much  effect  upon  them,  owing  to  the  nature  of  their  earthworks  and  the 
position  of  our  guns.  It  was  equally  impossible  to  enfilade  their  works 
or  to  cross  or  ford  the  creek  at  any  other  point,  and,  as  stated  above, 
the  bridge  being  destroyed  we  were  unable  to  charge  the  enemy  or 
build  the  bridge  under  their  heavy  musketry  fire,  ^ing  that  it  was 
impossible  to  cross  the  creek,  I  was  obliged  to  return,  and  did  so  at  5 
o'clock  this  afternoon,  in  regular  order,  without  being  molested  in  any 
way  by  the  enemy. 

I  take  pleasure  in  stating  that  Colonel  Amory's  conduct  during  the 
march  and  engagement  was  of  the  most  creditable  character,  as  was  i^so 
M%jor  Frankle's,.  M%jor  Garrard's,  and  Major  Stone's,  tem'xK>rarily  de- 
tailed on  my  staff.  The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  under 
command  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows,  is  especially  deserving  of 
notice;  while  all  the  officers  and  men  of  the  command  manifested  an 
anxious  determination  to  reach  Washington  at  all  hazards  and  relieve 
the  garrison  there,  but  failed  to  do  it  for  the  reason  that  they  could  not 
perform  impossibilities. 

T  deplore  the  necessity  of  stating  the  casualties  of  officers  and  men 
during  the  engagement,  which  was  very  slight  considering  the  nature 
of  our  engagement.  Captain  Belger  was  wounded  in  the  hip,  the  ball 
passing  through  his  thigh  and  killing  his  horse ;  Lieutenant  Roberts, 
Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  left  arm  broken  by  a  Minie  ball ;  2  men  of 
Battery  F,  First  Rhode  Island  Artillery,  1  slightly,  the  other  severely;  5 
men  of  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  I  severely. 

I  shall  leave  this  pla^e  for  New  Berne  to-morrow  morning,  feeling 
conscious  that  I  have  done  all  that  was  in  my  power  to  comply  with  the 
requests  of  General  Foster  as  well  as  to  carry  out  your  instructions. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 
Br%gadier-Oener€U. 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palkbb. 

Camp  at  New  Hope  Sohool-House, 

Tuesday  J  April  14,  1863.-^5  p.  m. 
General  :  Pursuant  to  instructions  received  last  night  I  left  Foi*t 
Anderson  with  my  command  at  10.30  a.  m.  and  arrived  at  this  place  Ht 
4  p.  m.  At  the  forks  of  the  road,  about  8  miles  from  Fort  Anderson, 
I  sent  the  whole  detachment  of  cavalry  (but  10)  and  the  cavalry  howitzer 
on  the  road  leading  to  the  right,  which  terminates  at  the  road  leading 
to  Blount's  Creek  and  about  1  mile  from  the  school-house.    I  expected 
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tbe  enemy's  pickets  to  be  posted  at  this  plaoe  in  strength||  and  therefore 
instioicted  the  oommandant  of  the  cavahry  to  march  qaicUy  over  the 
road  in  order,  if  possible,  to  oat  them  off  from  their  main  force;  in  the 
mean  time  oar  main  colnmn  marched  on  the  direct  road  here.  I  am 
happy  to  inform  yon  that  Captain  Chamberlin,  commanding  the  cav- 
air}',  has  faithfolly  performed  the  dnty  aHsigned  him  by  succeeding  in 
catting  off  and  captaring  two  cavalry  pickets  stationed  here.  From  oar 
prisoners  we  have  received  information  that  the  euemy  occupied  filount^s 
Creek  with  6,000  infantry  and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  and  from  that  to 
the  cross-roads  leading  to  Washington  they  have  15,000  infantry  and 
three  regiments  of  cavalry  stationed.  They  aro  fortified  in  every  avail- 
able position  with  abont  one  hundred  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillei^. 

I  also  learn  that  the  stringers  of  the  bridge  across  Blount's  Creek  are 
cut,  which,  if  so,  will  prevent  oar  crossing  there. 

The  prisoners  belong  to  Colonel  Claibome^s  regiment.  Seventh  Con* 
federate  Cavahry,  newly  arrived  from  the  Blackwater.  They  state  that 
there  aro  50,000  robel  soldiers  stationed  around  Washington.  I  have 
sent  the  cavalry  in  two  parts  to  scour  the  roads  leading  to  Blount^s 
Creek  and  Swifb  Creek.  The  latter  road  I  have  our  pioneers  employed 
in  clearing  what  we  blockaded  in  our  last  march  here,  as  I  intend  leav- 
ing hero  at  daylight  in  the  morning  and  maroh  toward  Swift  Creek, 
leaving  a  portion  of  my  command  to  occupy  our  present  position  until 
we  roturn. 

I  am*  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPINOLA, 
Brigadier-OekerA 
iier  General  Wbbsblls, 
(hmmandi/ikg  EighUmth  Army  Ocrp$. 


HXAIXyCTABTBBS  SPINOLA'S  BBIOABB, 

WoihingUm^  N.  C,  May  15, 1S6S. 

OoiiONBL :  Inobedience  to  orders  received  from  Headquarters  Eight- 
eenth Army  Corps,  directing  that  my  brigade  should  be. at  Foster's 
Wharf  at  2  a.  m.  on  April  8  for  the  purpose  of  crossing  the  Neuse  E^ver, 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  roport : 

The  brigade  reached  the  place  designated  a  quarter  of  an  hour  beforo 
the  time  specified,  and  in  two  hours  wero  all  over  the  river.  They 
bivouacked  near  the  old  robel  fort  on  the  road  leading  to  the  'Kew 
Hope  School-House. 

At  between  1  and  2  o^clock  on  the  morning  of  April  8  I  called  upon 
Brig.  Oen.  Henry  Prince  at  his  headquarters  to  ascertain  if  thero  wero 
any  specific  instructions  to  be  issued  in  rogard  to  the  expedition  and  to 
learn  what  time  he  had  fixed  on  for  the  column  to  commence  moving. 
I  believe  that  General  Prince  was  to  command  the  expedition,  as  he 
had  been  ordered  by  Ceneral  Foster  to  proceed  with  it  to  the  relief 
of  the  garrison  at  Washington,  N.  C,  which  was  then  invested  by  t^e 
enemy. 

I  found  General  Prince  in  a  state  of  mind  denoting  that  he  was  very 
much  exeroised  in  regard  to  the  propriety  of  making  the  contemplated 
maroh,  and  he  freely  expressed  his  opinion  to  me  that  the  exiiedition 
could  not  succeed,  that  it  must  be  a  very  great  failuro,  for  he  did  not  be* 
lieve  that  any  of  those  who  accompanied  it  would  roturn,  as  we  would 
all  be  captured,  and  that  it  was  like  making  the  robels  a  present  of  all 
the  artiUery. 
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General  Prince  at  this  interview  also  invited  me  to  volnnteer  to  take 
the  command  of  the  expedition,  which  I  declined  in  the  most  positive 
and  aomistakable  language.  I  was  entirely  willing  to  take  my  chance 
with  others  of  either  falling  upon  the  field  or  being  taken  prisoner,  but 
my  own  good  sense  promptly  told  me  that  the  size  of  the  expedition 
and  the  importance  of  its  trust  forbade  one  of  my  limited  military  ex- 
perience from  assuming  its  command,  except  nnder  positive  orders 
from  my  superior  officers,  and  then,  in  obedience  to  a  willing  heart,  I 
could  only  promise  to  do  the  best  I  coold  to  accomplish  the  object  of 
the  expedition. 

At  about  10  a.  m.  on  April  8  a  messenger  called  at  my  room  and 
told  me  that  GenenJ  Palmer  desired  to  see  me  at  once.  I  immediately 
proceeded  to  his  headquarters,  when  he  informed  me  that  the  command 
of  the  expedition  would  DeJI  upon  me.  This  was  the  first  intimation  I 
had  received  that  this  imi>ortant  trust  would  be  placed  under  my 
charge.  I  expressed  my  astonishment  at  it,  and  told  General  Palmer 
that  I  could  not  assume  the  command  unless  I  received  a  written  order 
to  that  effect^  which  he  assured  me  I  should  have  before  starting. 

1  have  deemed  it  due  to  truth  and  the  interest  of  the  service  that 
these  &cts  should  be  stated  in  this  report,  as  they  form  a  link  in  the 
histoiy  of  the  efforts  made  to  relieve  the  invested  garrison. 

I  then  crossed  the  river,  and  shortly  after  reaching  the  other  side  was 
handed  the  following  order : 

FoBT  Andxrson,  Nkusb  Rivkr, 

ApHl  B,  1863. 
Brig.  Oen.  F.  B.  Spdvola, 

U,  8,  VoUtmlm^  Nem  Btrns,  N,  C. : 

Oxmsral:  The  foroes  for  the  relief  of  Waahington  are  hereby  placed  under  your 
oommand,  and  a  list  of  them  is  furnished  to  yon.  General  Foster,  commandinff  this 
department,  has  fflTen  positive  instmotions  that  all  the  available  force  at  New  Berne 
shall  march  to  l^^ishington  to  his  relief.  Ton  will  peroeive  that  this  order  has  been 
implicitly  obeyed  as  fiur  as  placing  the  troops  at  yonr  disposition  is  concerned. 

lou  have  informed  me  uiat  yon  have  read  the  orders  sent  to  General  Prince  by 
General  Foster.  As  these  aie  the  only  instmotions  I  hAve  seen  I  can  only  direct  yoa 
to  bear  in  mind  the  letter  of  General  Foster  and  exercise  yonr  best  Judgment  in  canr- 
ing  out  his  views.  The  sole  object  of  the  expedition  Is  to  get  the  trMps  into  Wash- 
ington, now  invested  by  the  enemy,  and  I  feel  confideiit  t&t  everything  that  can  be 
done  will  be  effected. 

Please  to  keep  me  infbimed  of  the  state  of  ai&drs  as  von  proceed.  Look  weU  to  the 
roads  leading  into  voar  ronte  from  the  direction  of  Kmston.  Should  you  be  obliged 
to  bnild  a  bridge  at  Swift  Creek  It  should  be  protected,  for  the  supplies  tor  your  com- 
mand may  not  be  able  to  start  until  to-morrow. 

I  wiU  not  anticipate  a  failure  to  get  through,  but  should  you  be  obliged  to  return 
(for  I  shall  send  for  you  if  this  place  is  attacked  by  any  force  that  I  think  will  be  able 
to  overcome  the  force  left  here)  let  the  return  movement  be  conducted  with  order  and 
great  case. 

I  am,  generaL  veiy  iwpeetfliUy,your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALBiEB, 
Brigadiet'Oemtriil^  Cammandimg, 

on  the  receipt  of  whioh  I  direoted  the  colnmn  to  be  ready  to  move  at  3 
o^dock  that  afternoon.  I  organized  the  several  regiments  comprising 
the  command  into  three  brigiMles,  of  five  regiments  each,  and  assigned 
to  each  brigade  its  proper  portion  of  artUlery,  and  also  gave  the  cavidry 
the  necessary  instmotions  to  govern  them  on  the  march. 

The  First  Brigade  was  pnt  nnder  the  command  of  Colonel  Amory,  of 
the  Seventeenth  Massachasetts  Volnnteers,  and  comprised  the  follow- 
ing infantry  and  artillery :  The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers, 
two  32-i>ounder  howitsers,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  One 
hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  Ninety-sixth  New  Tork 
Volunteers,  Third  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Belger's  battery. 
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The  Seooad  Brigade  was  commanded  by  Oolonel  Lee,  and  I'onRisted 
of  the  foll(»wing-named  infantry  and  artillery :  The  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  Yolanteers,  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsylvania  Volanteere, 
Riggs'  bat^ry,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Eighth  Massachusetts 
YolanteerSy  and  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  New  York  Volunteers. 

The  Third  Brigade  was  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Bierer,  and 
included  the  following  regiments  of  Infantry  and  pieces  of  artillery : 
Two  pieces  of  artillery,  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  (>ne  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  Volunteers,  One  bun- 
dled and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Militia,  One  hundred  and  fifty 
eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  and  Fifth  Rhode  Island  Volunteers. 

The  following  official  statement,  purporting  to  show  the  true  strength 
of  the  command,  was  also  furnished  me  by  General  Palmer  on  the  day 
the  exi>edition  was  to  leave,  and  it  is  the  one  referred  to  in  Oeneral 
Palmer's  order : 

CgfMml  MimUmmU  of  troof  Hot  mm  beAumitked  Brig,  Gm.  H.  PriHce^  V,  S.  Volwutemn, 

eammtmding  JSagpedition,  AgrU  S,  1863. 


Eighty-ilfth  New  York  Infantnr 445 

One  hnndred  ftnd  third  Pennsylvanift  In&ntry 471 

fifth  IfMBMhaaetts  Infantry 593 

Eighth  liaflMohnwttsInfluitry 271 

OiM  hundred  and  fifty-eightb  New  York  luftiDtry S45 

One  hnndred  and  thirty-eeoond  New  York  Infantry 666 

Third  liaasaobnoetts  Infantrv 874 

Serenteenth  MaaBaohaaetts  Infantry 691 

For^-third  Maflaadhnaetto  Infante;^ 701 

One  nnndred  and  first  FennsylYania  In/antry 396 

Ninety-aizth  New  Yorklnfantry 278 

One  bnndred  and  aeyenty-firat  Pennayivania  Infiuitry 600 

One  hundred  and  fiffy-eigbth  Pennsylvania  In&ntry 600 

One  hundred  and  aeventy-fiftb  Pennaylvania  In&ntry 600 

Fifth  Bhode  laland  Inlantry 388 

Total  infantry 7,407 

Artillery,  16  gona. 

Cavalzy,  two  aqnadrona,  400  men. 

By  oommand  of  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  commanding:  

J.  A.  JX7D80N, 
Ctepteia  mnd  A$aUiani  AdjuianUQmteral, 

It  is  evident  that  this  statement  was  prepared  with  the  understand 
ing  titiat  Oeneral  Prince  was  to  command.  It  represents  the  strengtl 
of  the  expedition  to  be  7,807,  ezolnsive  of  the  artillery,  which  was  316, 
as  shown  by  a  field  report  made  at  the  time  of  starting,  which  would 
make  the  whole  force  8,123;  while  the  field  report  received  from  each 
brigade,  together  with  the  artillery  and  cavaby,  half  an  hour  before 
starting,  showed  the  whole  force  to  be  but  6,465,  instead  of  8,123,  a 
difference  of  1,658  less  than  that  shown  by  the  official  statement. 

The  column  moved  promptly  at  3  o'clock,  and  reached  Little  Swift 
Creek  at  8  o'clock  the  same  evening,  having  marched  between  14  and 
15  miles.  The  advance  guard  met  the  enemy's  picket  about  7  miles 
firom  Fort  Anderson.  They  retreated  without  returning  fire.  Half  an 
hour  later  three  heavy  guns  were  heard  in  the  direction  of  Swift  Greek 
VilllLge,  which  I  took  for  alarm  guns  of  the  enemy.  From  information 
of  a  character  that  seemed  entirely  reliable  I  learned  that  six  regiments 
of  infantry  (about  6,000  men),  under  command  of  General  Pettigrew, 
and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  under  command  of  Oolonel  Glailx)ruei 
numbering  about  1,000  men,  were  encamped  at  Walter  Bnfi's  farm,  on 
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the  road  leading  to  Waahington  and  Hill's  Point,  where  it  croaaeei 
Blount's  Greek.  From  varioas  sonroes  I  learned  that  the  enemy  were 
also  in  large  force  at  Swift  Creek  Village  and  occupied  both  sides  of 
the  bridge,  as  well  as  the  roads  leading  to  Kinston  and  Greenville: 
but  I  could  not  learn  tbeir  exact  strength,  except  that  they  occupiea 
five  or  six  different  camps.  The  fact  that  the  enemy  were  in  force  at 
the  cross-roads  in  front  of  Washington  was  also  confirmed  by  both 
contrabands  and  prisoners  in  a  manner  that  left  no  doubt  in  my  mind 
that  the  strength  of  the  enemy  on  the  south  side  of  Pamlico  Stiver  and 
vicinity^  and  all  of  which  were  within  supporting  distance  of  each  other, 
could  not  have  been  less  than  12,000  or  15,000  men,  although  it  was 
fixed  by  all  the  information  received  at  a  much  greater  number.  With 
these  &cts  before  me,  and  after  a  nonsultation  with  the  brigade  com- 
manders together  with  the  chief  officer  of  artillery,  who  were  unanimous 
in  their  expressions  of  opinion  that  the  column  haa  better  return  to  New 
Berne,  as  in  their  judgment  an  absolute  fiulure  would  be  the  result  of 
the  expedition  if  we  proceeded  by  this  route,  I  therefore  concluded  not 
to  go  by  the  way  of  Swift  Greek  Village. 

The  inflAntry  of  the  enemy  at  this  place  was  strongly  intrenched  and 
had  thrown  up  earthworks  for  their  artillery  which  commanded  all  the 
direct  approaches  to  the  village,  although  from  the  evidence  received 
their  strength  in  the  village  proper  was  not  as  great  as  mine,  and  if  I 
had  attacked  them  there  and  driven  them  out  of  the  place  they  could 
have  retreated  toward  the  cross-roads  in  front  of  Washington  and  joined 
the  forces  located  at  that  point.  StUl,  to  have  pursued  this  course  and 
pushed  on  toward  Washington  by  this  route  would  have  exposed  my  left 
flank  to  the  assault  of  the  enemy,  who  were  encamped  in  considerable 
force  on  the  roads  leading  toward  Kinston  and  GreenviUe,  while  Petti- 
grew  would  certainly  have  crossed  Blounf  s  Greek  and  attacked  my  rear. 
For  I  had  no  way  of  protecting  it  except  by  dividing  my  force  and  it 
was  not  large  enough  to  admit  of  that  being  done,  particularly  so  as  I 
would  have  been  compelled  to  have  met  at  the  cross-roads  and  in  my 
front  a  force  very  much  larger  than  my  own  and  well  intrenched. 

Thus  hemmed  in  on  three  sides  by  an  active  foe,  with  an  impenetrable 
swamp  on  my  right,  it  would  have  left  me  but  a  small  chance  of  success 
and  uo  opportunity  whatever  of  falling  back  in  the  event  of  a  repulse 
at  the  cross-roads,  the  consequence  of  which  would  have  been  either  the 
annihilation  of  my  command  or  its  capture,  to  avoid  which  I  decided  to 
try  and  reach  Washington  by  the  way  of  Blount's  Greek  road,  and  if 
possible  drive  the  enemy  back,  so  as  to  reach  Hill's  Point  and  capture 
that  battery  and  thus  raise  the  blockade.  In  making  this  march  I  could 
completely  cover  my  rear  and  flanks  by  removing  the  bridges  across 
Little  Swift  Greek  and  blockading  the  roads  over  which  I  was  to  pass 
before  reaching  the  main  road  leading  to  Blount'n  Greek,  all  of  which 
I  did,  although  I  could  not  have  protected  my  rear  and  flanks  by  the 
same  means  if  I  had  taken  the  Swift  Greek  road,  as  it  would  have  cut 
off  my  only  means  of  retreat  in  the  event  of  a  repulse,  as  well  as  to  have 
completely  destroyed  all  communication  with  New  Berne,  which  I  was 
directed  to  protect  and  keep  open  for  the  accommodation  of  the  wagon 
and  ammunition  train,  which  could  not  start  until  one  day  after  the 
main  body  of  the  troops. 

J  further  deem  it  of  interest  that  the  following  communication,  re- 
ceived from  General  Palmer  while  on  the  march,  should  be  introduced 
in  this  report,  as  it  is  confirmatory  of  my  own  infbrmatlon  in  regard  to 
the  strength  and  position  of  the  enemy: 
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Naw  Bnn,  N.  C,  JpHI  9, 1989-  9  •  m. 
Brig.  G«Q.  F.  B.  8VXNOL4, 

United  Siaim  VolnmJMrt: 

OmsHAL :  Toon,  written  at  11  p.  m.  Teateriay,  I  have  received.  An  hoar  before  1 
noeived  yonr  letter  I  beard  from  Captaiu  McCann,  commanding  the  ffunboata  on  tiie 
river  near  the  blookade,  the  same  information  concerning  the  force  and  position  of  the 
enemy.  Yoor  snggeetions  4S  to  the  mode  of  relief  for  Waehington,  taking  all  things 
into  oonnideration,  appear  to  be  good.  I  cannot  trammel  yon  with  orders.  Tonr  own 
^ood  Judgment  most  dictate  yonr  course.  Your  suggestion  concerning  the  transporta- 
tion mad  the  wagons  to  be  forwarded  shall  be  adopted. 
Very  respeotl^ly,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
BrigadieT'Oeiteral,  Comfnamdfmg. 

On  the  morning  of  April  9  I  moved  back  from  Little  Swift  Greek  to- 
ward the  I^ew  Hope  Scbool-Hoase,  which  I  readied  at  9  o'clock,  halted 
the  column,  fed  the  artillery  horses  (the  forage  having  just  reached  me 
at  this  point),  and  at  10  o'clock  started  for  Blount's  Greek,  a  distance  of 
11  miles,  which  place  I  reached  at  about  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
After  marching  2  miles  we  met  and  exchanged  fire  with  the  enemy's 
pickets,  which  was  continued  until  we  reached  the  cross-roads  1  mile 
from  BuJOTs  Mill,  which  is  located  near  the  head  of  the  creek.  I  here 
halted  the  column  for  about  fifteen  minutes  while  I  made  a  reconnais- 
sance of  the  approaches  to  the  bridge  which  led  over  the  creek.  I  here 
found  the  enemy  in  force  and  strongly  intrenched.  I  moved  forward 
Golonel  Amory's  brigade,  with  two  32  pounder  howitzers  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Folk,  and  the  12  pounder  Napoleon  battery  under 
command  of  Gaptaiu  Belger.  The  approaches  to  the  creek  by  the  main 
road  were  through  a  dense  wood  with  marsh  on  the  left,  the  ground  to 
the  right  being  a  little  higher  but  heavily  timbered,  while  the  edge  of 
the  stream  oonld  not  be  reached  owing  to  its  swampy  nature,  together 
with  Uie  growth  of  heavy  timber  and  underbrush  which  rendered  it  im- 
passable, so  that  it  was  impossible  to  reach  the  creek  below  the  bridge 
except  toward  its  mouth,  a  distance  of  5  or  6  miles,  and  there  it  could 
not  be  crossed  without  the  aid  of  pontoon  bridges  or  flats  decked  over, 
neither  of  which  I  hail  been  provided  with. 

As  we  approached,  the  enemy  opened  fire  on  the  column  frx>m  the  op- 
posite bank  of  the  creek  and  the  engagement  was  immediately  com- 
menced by  Gompany  — ,  Third  New  York  Gavaliy,  Gaptain  Pond,  which 
was  dismounted  and  deployed  as  skirmishers,  with  a  mountain  howitzer 
ftnder  command  of  Lieutenant  Burke,  the  howitzer  and  cavalry  being 
under  the  direction  of  Msyor  Garrard,  Third  New  York  Gavalry.  The 
advance  line  of  skirmishers  was  also  engaged  at  the  same  time  with  the 
cavalry  and  howitzer  companies. 

The  enemy  on  the  opposite  bank  of  the  creek,  which  is  not  fordable 
and  crossed'  only  by  a  bridge  which  they  had  reudered  impassable  by 
tearing  off  the  planking,  were  conceale<l  on  the  higher  ground  occupied 
by  them.  I  accordingly  had  the  skirmishers,  the  howitzer,  and  cavalry 
companies  withdrawn,  and  opened  fire  with  canister  from  the  two  32- 
pounder  howitzers,  to  which  I  soon  added  four  pieces  of  Belger's  bat- 
tery, the  enemy  replying  in  the  same  manner  with  grape,  canister,  and 
shell.  The  engagement  continued  for  an  hour  and  three-quarters  in 
this  way. 

Having  silenced  the  enemy's  guns  and  dismounted  one  of  them,  and 
finding  it  utterly  impossible  under  the oircimstances  to  cross  the  creek, 
I  ordered  the  infantry  to  fall  ba<;k  and  the  artillery  gradually  with- 
drawn, with  a  squadron  of  cavalry  m  their  rear. 

No  property  of  any  desmption  was  left  behind.    The  return  march 
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was  made  without  the  least  confusion  or  interruption  of  any  kind  and 
without  any  molestation  from  the  enemy.  The  column  proceeded  as 
far  as  the  New  Hope  School-House  and  bivouacked  for  tho  night,  and 
returned  to  Now  Berne  the  next  day. 

The  casualties  of  officers  and  men  were  11  wounded,  none  killed,  which 
was  very  slight  considering  the  nature  of  the  engagement.  Captain 
Belger  was  wounded  in  the  leg,  the  ball  passing  through  his  thigh  and 
killing  his  horse  under  him ;  in  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volun- 
teers, Lieutenant  Roberts  and  7  men ;  in  the  artillery,  2  men  besides 
Captain  Belger. 

It  is  impossible  to  ascertain  the  loss  of  the  enemy.  Several  prisoneit 
were  taken.  As  our  fire  was  well  sustained,  it  doubtless  did  good  exe 
cution. 

The  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  and  the  Forty-third  Mas- 
sachusetts Militia  were  the  only  part  of  my  infantry'  engaged,  and  the 
conduct  of  both  officers  and  men  was  all  that  could  be  desired,  as  waa 
also  that  of  the  artillery  and  cavalry  engaged. 

I  take  great  pleasure  in  stating  that  tbe  conduct  of  Colonel  Amory. 
commanding  brigade;  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  of  the  cavalry;  Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Fellows,  commanding  Seventeenth  Massachusetts,  to- 
gether with  Captain  Belger,  of  the  artillery,  during  the  march  and  en- 
gagement, was  not  only  cool  and  brave  but  of  the  most  creditable 
character,  particularly  while  under  fire;  as  was  also  that  of  M^or  Gar- 
rard, of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry ;  Major  Frankle,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Massachusetts  Volunteers,  and  Major  Stone,  of  the  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  the  last-named  officers  having  been  temporarily  detailed 
on  my  staff. 

I  am,  colonel,  with  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  8PIN0LA, 
Brigadier-OeieroL 

Lieut.  Col.  SouTHASD  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oenerdlj  Eighteenth  Armg  Carps, 


HSADQUABTEBS  BPINOLA'S  BbIOADB, 

Washington,  N.  C,  May  18, 1863. 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report : 
At  5  p.  m.  on  April  13  I  received  the  following  order : 

New  Bxbnb,  N.  C,  4pra  13, 1863. 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Spinola., 

dmmandimg  Brigade : 

Oknbral:  Yoa  wiU  croes  the  Neose  with  yonr  brigade  with  as  mnoh  expedition  as 
praoticahle,  and  make  fiom  Fort  Anderson  a  oarefnl  reconnaissance  in  the  direction 
of  WashingtOD,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  condition  of  the  conntrr  and  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  firom  their  attempt  on  onr  position  at  Washington. 
A  sqnadrou  of  cavalry  and  a  section  each  from  Belger'e,  Biggs%  and  Bansom's  batteries 
ve  ordered  to  accompany  yon. 

Bii^or  Garrard,  an  officer  of  inteUigence  and  familiar  with  the  country,  vnll  report 
to  you  in  person  for  such  duty  as  yon  may  require. 

The  road  to  the  New  Hope  School-Honse  and  that  toward  Swift  Creek  Village 
should  be  carefully  examined,  and  in  all  movements  care  should  be  taken  to  secnre 
your  flanks  and  rear  by  occupying  strong  and  unassailable  positions.  Mnch  is  left  to 
yonr  discretion,  it  being  understMd  that  Gfeneral  Foster's  diesire  is  for  ns  to  occupy  or 
divert  ttie  attention  of  the  enemy  from  his  front. 

The  quartermaster's  department  is  ordered  to  fhmish  the  necessa'.y  transport ati:m. 
Three  days  rations  will  be  taken  in  the  havenaoks,  and  additional  supplies  sent  U 
yon  at  Fon  Andesson  on  yoor  requiaitioin. 
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It  li  dMimUe  thftt  yim  maw  with  all  your  eflSBoti^e  foroe  and  ianc  striet  oiden 
•gaiiiat  straggUnff,  marauding,  deatnietion  of  property,  and  the  wan  ten  piraotioe  of 
flzbiic  the  woods  2ong  the  line  of  march. 
Commonioate  fteqnently  with  these  headquarters. 
Beepectfdlly,  yonr  ohedient  seirant, 

H.  W.  WE88ELL8, 
BrigtMer-OmisttU  of  Vohmimn,  Ccmmamilm§. 

I  immediately  ordered  the  Deoeesary  rations  prepared  for  the  march, 
and  at  8  o^clock  on  the  evening  of  April  13  reached  Foster's  Wharf,  ana 
Uie  brigade  crossed  oyer  the  ^eose  Eiver.  At  11  o'clock  we  reached 
the  old  rebel  fort  1  mile  beyond  Fort  Anderson  and  bivooacked  for  the 
night. 

At  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  April  14  the  brigade  took  up  its  line 
of  march  toward  the  New  Hope  Scbool-Honse,  which  place  we  reached 
early  in  the  forenoon.  Having  marched  10  miles  I  halted  the  column 
to  allow  the  men  to  rest  and  prepare  their  dinuer,  after  which  I  care- 
fhlly  examined  by  strong  detachments  all  the  roads  leading  to  this  place 
for  a  distance  of  7  or  8  miles,  except  the  one  leading  to  Swift  Cre&. 

After  the  retom  of  the  varioas  detachments,  it  being  late  in  the  day 
and  the  men  considerably  &tigaed,  I  ordered  the  brigade  to  bivooac  for 
the  night. 

There  was  no  enemy  in  any  force  on  any  of  the  roads  examined  ex- 
cept pickets,  5  of  whom  I  captured,  3  of  them  belonging  to  Glaibome^s 
cavalry  and  2  of  them  to  Whitford's  battalion.  It  was  my  intention  to 
have  moved  on  toward  Swift  Creek  Village  and  attack  the  enemy  at 
that  place,  but  before  reaching  Little  Swift  Greek  I  received  the  follow- 
ing explanatory  instructions  from  the  general  commanding : 

Hbadquabtbbs  Biohtbkmth  Army  Corps, 

New  Bmte,  N.  C,  April  14,  1663. 
Brigadier-General  Spotola.: 

Sib  :  I  am  direoted  by  the  general  oommandin^  to  inform  yon  that  it  will  be  im- 
poesible  to  send  yon  more  oavalzy.  The  general  is  afraid  that  yon  may  have  misnn- 
aerBtood  his  orders.  His  desire  Is  that  you  shoold  simply  make  a  thoroagh  reoon- 
Tisissance,  not  an  attack,  and  that  ^on  should  be  particular  to  keep  your  rear  stroncly 
protected  so  in  case  yon  want  additional  supplies  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  a 
guard  with  the  train.  Eaoh  road  in  your  reio'  should  be  left  strongly  guarded.  The 
general  desires  yon  to  oommnnicate  with  him  in  writing  as  often  as  possible. 
I  am,  genera},  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  F.  ANDERSON, 
ifi^^er  and  AttiUtani  AtyuianUGeneraL 

At  daylight  on  the  morning  of  April  15  the  brigade  moved  toward 
Swift  Creek  by  the  old  road  across  Little  Swift  Creek.  I  found  the 
road  blockaded  and  the  bridge  over  the  creek  destroyed.  I  commenced 
a  reconstraction  of  the  bridge,  but  before  I  had  completed  it  I  received 
an  order  from  General  Wessells  to  return  to  New  Berne,  which  I  did  that 
night. 

I  gained  on  this  reconnaissance  no  additional  information  in  regard 
to  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy,  all  the  proofs  establishing  their 
strength,  as  heretofore  reported,  from  18,000  to  25,000,  and  chiefly  en- 
camped at  and  near  Swift  Creek  Village,  the  cross-roads  in  front  of 
Washington,  at  Blounfs  Creek,  and  on  the  north  side  of  Washington. 
The  brigade  on  reaching  Fort  Anderson  bivouacked  for  the  night  and 
remain^  there  until  April  IS. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

F.  B.  8PIN0LA, 
Brigiidier'C^enerdL 

OoL  BouTHABD  Hoffman,  A.  A.  &.,  JBightemth  Army  (hrps. 
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Itinerary  of  the  Firet  Brigade.  Fifth  Ditieian^  JBighiemUih  Army  Carper 

March  31-4pril  21,  1863.« 

March  31. — ^The  One  hundred  and  seventy-first,  One  hundred  and  fifty- 
eighth,  and  One  hundred  and  seventy-fifth  Regiments  Pennsylvania 
Militia,  of  this  brigade,  left  New  Berne  on  steamboats  and  transports,  to 
re-enforce  General  Foster  at  Washington,  N.  0.  Found  the  river  block 
aded  by  rebel  batteries  on  both  sides,  which  were  attacked  by  our  gun 
boats,  but  fiuled  to  raise  the  blockaae,  and  we  had  to  return  to  New 
Berne,  where  we  arrived  April  6. 

April  8. — The  same  three  reginlents  left  New  Berne  on  another  expe- 
dition by  land  to  Washington,  and  went  as  far  as  Blount's  Creek,  where 
we  had  an  artillery  engagement.  The  bridge  over  the  creek  being  torn 
up  and  the  creek  not  fordable,  we  returned  to  New  Berne,  where  we 
arrived  on  the  night  of  the  lOtn  instant 

April  13. — ^The  whole  brigade  crossed  the  Neuse  River  and  went  on  a 
reconnaissance. 

April  14.— Marched  toward  Swift  Greek  and  Washington,  N.  0.  At 
New  Hoi>e  School-House  we  captured  2  rebel  cavalry  pickets.  We  then 
marched  toward  Little  Swift  Creek,  but  by  orders  of  General  Wessells 
we  returned  to  Fort  Anderson  on  the  night  of  the  15th  and  bivouacked 
there  until  the  18th,  when  the  brigade  again  left  for  Swift  Creek  Village, 
clearing  the  blockade  on  the  roads  and  building  three  bridges  on  our 
march. 

April  19. — In  the  afternoon  we  met  the  enemy's  pickets  and  drove 
them  across  Big  Swift  Creek  that  night. 

April  20. — We  crossed  into  the  village.  Finding  no  rebels  there  we 
returned  to  New  Berne,  where  we  aniveA  on  the  night  of  April  21. 


No.  13. 


Itinerary  of  the  Second  Brigade^  Fifth  Divieion^  Col  Jamee  Jourdan^  One 
hundred  and  fiftieth  New  York  Infamtry^  commamding^  April  7-22.* 

The  principal  incidents  of  the  history  of  this  brigade  during  the  month 
ending  April  30  are  as  follows: 

April  7. — ^The  regiments  of  this  brigade,  under  the  immediate  com- 
mand of  Col.  F.  J.  Coffin,  of  the  Eighth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia 
(I  being  absent  from  the  department  by  authority  of  the  major-genersJ 
commanding),  formed  a  part  of  the  force  which  marched  under  command 
of  Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  Spinola  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  the  garrison  at 
Washington,  N.  G. ;  said  force  failing  to  accomplish  the  object  for  which 
it  marched,  returned  to  New  Berne  April  10.  Nothing  worthy  of  special 
mention  occurred  on  the  occasion  referred  to. 

April  17. — ^This  brigade  again  moved  in  the  direction  of  Einston,  un- 
der my  immediate  command,  together  with  other  forces  under  the  gen- 
eral direction  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince,  commanding  Fifth  Division, 
Eighteenth  xVrmy  Coqis,  and  after  passing  Core  Creek  scoured  the 
country  to  within  about  10  miles  of  Kinston,  skirmishing  continually, 
and,  by  proper  co  operation  with  other  forces,  succeeded  in  compelling 
the  enemy  to  retire  precipitately  from  an  intrenched  camp  on  a  place 
known  as  Sandy  Ridge,  leaving  in  our  hands  between  30  and  40  pris- 
oners, and  after  accomplishing  the  object  for  which  it  marched,  returned 
to  New  Berne  o;i  April  22. 

•  Ttom  Bricada  Setuii  te  AvriL  IMI 
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No.  14. 

Btport  oj  Brig.  Otn.  Bobert  Ran^am^  jr,j  0,  8  Arm^j  of  «Xrtrmi«ib  ol 

Penury  Bi^§t^  AprU  20. 

HfiADQUABTBBS, 

Kinston,  N.  0,  April  21, 1803. 

GsmBSAii :  Your  note  of  to-day  is  received.    I  have  started  five  differ- 
ent parties  to  vicinity  of  Moretead  City  and  New  Berne.    Whitford 
reports  the  Yankees  retiring  from  Swift  Creek ;  says  Foster  declares  he 
will  ^ve  yon  a  hwrd  fight,  which  will  do  to  write  in  the  history  of  the 
war.     In  an  honr  after  yoar  telegram  came  I  started  a  regiment  and 
four  pieces  of  artillery  to  Coward's  Bridge.    I  have  now  here  sixteen 
field  pieces.    I  kept  [A*  D.]  Moore,  [Company  £,  Tenth  North  Carolina 
Volunteers,  or  First  Artillery  J,  as  I  deemed  his  battery  of  importance. 
Yesterday  there  was  another  akinnish  on  Sandy  Ridge;  three  compa- 
nies of  the  Forty-ninth  and  about  70  of  [M%j.  J.  H.]  Nethercutt's  men, 
1£ighth  North  Carolina  Battalion].    The  enemy  was  first  driven  back. 
mt  got  a  strong  re-enfbrcement  and  in  torn  we  had  to  retire.    We  had 
1  lulled,  6  woanded,  and  12  or  14  missing.   Three  horses  were  killed  by 
onr  men  belonging  to  the  field  officers.    We  went  forward  to  in  sight  of 
Gore  Creek  after  Uie  fight.    To  hold  Core  Creek  wonld  require  at  least 
two  regiments.    I  cannot  afford  to  frittei*  away  strength.    We  shidl 
soon  know  if  the  enemy  is  going  to  come  this  way.    1  should  have  to 
fight  him  on  Southwest  [Creek]  or  not  at  idl  until  he  gets  to  the  river. 
We  are  working  on  Southwest.    If  1  have  time  will  destroy  the  works 
over  the  bridge.    For  three  days  1  have  been  getting  sick,  and  am  now 
hardly  able  to  write  this.    If  morning  finds  me  no  better  this  place  will 
need  your  presence  or  some  one  else.    I  have  no  horses.   Where  are  the 
Wheeler  horses  t    I  heard  that  the  men  were  permitted  to  sell  them  or 
send  them  home.    If  an  attack  be  made  here  we  cannot  well  have  too 
many  guns.    I  am  almost  ilL 

xoursy  respectftdly  and  truly, 

B.  BANSOM,  Jr., 
Brigadier-  (hneroL 
General  D.  H.  EEnx. 

P.  S. — I  have  iust  heard  (9  p.  m.)  that  the  enemy  is  rebuflding  the 
railroad;  finished  to  Core  Creek,  ana  were  working  this  side  with  very 
large  foit^e. 
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AFBni  1, 1883.->Ezp6dition  from  Torktown  to  Smith*!  and  Byrd't  Flaata* 

tions,  Ware  BiTor,  Va. 


No.  1.— Mi^.  Gen.  ErMmns  D.  Keyw,  U.  8.  Azmy. 

No.  2.— Seoond  Lient.  WiUiam  8.  Andnws,  Ninth  New  York  InllHitiy,  Aeting  Bignnl 
Oflioer. 

No.  1. 

Btport  of  Maj.  Om.  Erasmua  D.  Keyes,  U.  8.  Army. 

HSADQUABTEBS  FOUBTH  ABMT  Ck>BP8y 

Fort  Yorktownj  Va.j  April  7,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  the  following  extract  from  the 
report  of  Lieat.  Com.  J.  H.  Gillis,  commanding  United  States  Hteamer 
Oommodore  MorriR,  to  Admiral  Lee,  of  an  exi>edition  into  Oloacester 
Oounty  by  the  land  and  naval  forces  on  this  station.  Commander 
Gillis  had  on  the  31st  ultimo  made  an  examination  of  the  country  bor- 
dering on  Ware  Birer  and  foand  stored  there  large  qnantities  of  grain 
for  the  Boathem  Army.    I  extract  frx>m  his  report  as  follows : 

I  therefore  embarked  my  men,  and  with  Mr.  Smith  as  prieoner  returned  to  York- 
town  ;  immediately  commanioated  with  General  Keyes,  informed  him  of  the  ciroum- 
stanoeSy  and,  Us  views  coinciding  with  mine  as  to  the  necessity  of  either  bringing  off 
or  destaroyin^  the  grain,  I  determined  to  xetnm  to  Ware  River  on  the  following  morn- 
ing, the  1st  instant,  and  on  informing  General  Keyes  that  a  rebel  cavalry  force  was 
stationed  at  Glonoester  Conrt-Honse.  and  that  our  operations,  if  we  went  withont  a 
considerable  force,  would  not  be  likely  to  remain  undistarbed,  he  immediately  placed 
at  mv  disposal  as  many  men,  cavalry  or  infantry,  whichever  I  tbonght  wonld  be  best, 
as  I  tnonffht  wonld  be  necessary.  I  took  100  infantry,  and  with  these  and  the  Delaware, 
which  I  fortunately  met  on  my  way  down  York  River  and  directed  to  accompany  me, 
I  yesterday  morning  returned  to  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Smith  and  couimenoed  remov- 
ing a  quantity  of  wheat,  of  which  there  was  about  1,000  bushels,  bnt  had  not  gotten 
offmore  than  250  bushels  before  the  alarm  was  given  that  the  cavalry  were  iipproach- 
ing.  The  men  were  immediately  formed  and  we  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  recep- 
tion as  they  charged  down  upon  us,  and  a  few  wellAlirected  shots  caused  a  wavering 
in  their  ranks,  and  a  cheer  and  a  charge  on  the  part  <  f  both  sailors  and  soldiers  tarned 
an  attack  into  a  retreat,  and  they  fled  antil  oat  of  range  of  our  mnskets,  when  they 
halted  and  appeared  to  be  holding  a  consultation,  bnt  just  at  this  time  a  shot  was 
fired  frmn  the  100-pounder  rifle  on  board  this  ship,  which  struck  right  in  their  midst, 
and  they  again  took  to  flight  and  disappeared  around  a  bend  of  the  road.  On  going 
down  the  road  some  distance  I  discovered  indications  of  tlie  effect  of  our  firing,  there 
being  quite  a  qnsntity  of  blood  in  the  road,  showing  that  some  of  the  party  had  paid 
pretty  dearly  for  their  temerity. 

I  would  state  that  when  we  were  Been  approaching,  the  overseer's  son  was  sent  off, 
and  I  had  not  the  least  doubt,  when  1  Inamed  that  such  was  the  case,  that  he  hsd  been 
sent  to  bring  a  force  sufficient  to  cat  us  off,  not  expecting  to  meet  any  more  than  had 
landed  the  &y  before,  and  they  were  doubtless  very  louch  surprised  on  seeing  so  large 
a  force.  They  sncceeded  in  captnring  2  of  our  pickets  in  their  charge,  but  had  not 
time  to  take  them  off,  when  they  in  their  turn  were  cbarg^  upon,  and  the  consequence 
was  that  we  did  not  lose  a  man.  Knowing  that  it  would  take  me  a  long  time  to  re- 
move the  graixi.  and  that  the  enemy  would  have  ample  time  to  bring  down  a  strong 
force  upon  us,  I  determined  to  destroy  it,  and  therefore,  set  fire  to  all  bnt  one  of  the 
building,  in  which  there  were  at  least  1,500  bushels  of  com ;  that  I  left  for  the  use  of 
the  family  and  the  hands  on  the  plantation. 

After  seeing  the  fires  well  under  way  I  embarked  my  force  without  further  molesta- 
tion and  atarted  to  return.  Arriving  opposite  to  the  hoose  of  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Byrd,  who  is  an  officer  in  the  rebel  army,  and  who  had  left  his  property  in  charge  of 
an  old  negro  servant,  I  landed  a  party.  %\  ho  found  that  there  was  a  large  quantity  of 
com  stored  in  his  bams,  and  these  were  nUo  set  tire  to;  aud,  although  the  party  were 
on  shore  but  a  few  uionientB.  they  cuuie  very  near  being  captured,  the  cavalry  making 
a  dush  down  npon  them  nnder  cover  of  the  smoke  of  the  burning  buildings;  but  I  dis- 
covered them  in  time  to  throw  a  shell  from  one  of  the  howitzers,  which  exploded  in 
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their  micUt  and  they  fled  without  aooompliahiog  their  obiect.  I  deetrojed  at  tldt 
Utter  place,  as  near  as  oonld  he  estimateo.  lyOCXTbiiahela  of  wheat  and  3,000  bnahela 
of  oom,  making  altocether  aonie  22,000  to  23,000  bnahels  of  grain  that  the  rebels  baT«» 
tbiia  been  depnyed  of. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be.  yery  reepeotftilly,  your  obedient  servanti 

B.  D.  KBTB8. 
Mqfar'€hnerdl^  Ocmmamdimg  Fourth  Army  Vurp^. 

Brig.  Oen  Lobbnzo  Thomab, 

Aijuitmi-Ommdly  U.  8.  Army. 


No.  2. 


Baport  of  aewmd  Lieut.  WiXUam  8.  Andrews,  NmA  Kew  York  Ittfamtryy 

Acting  Signal  Officer. 

On  Board  U.  S.  Steamer  Oommodorb  Morrib, 

Off  Yorktottny  Va.,  ApHl  3, 1863. 

Oaptain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  to  the  Signal  Officer  of  the 
Army,  having  directed  the  fire  of  this  vessel  (irom  the  shore)  by  sig- 
nals on  a  small  body  of  the  enemy  at  head  of  Ware  River,  near  Glou- 
cester Gonrt-Hoase,  Va.,  on  the  1st  instant. 

On  the  31st  of  March,  Captain  Gillis,  of  the  (Commodore  Morris,  dis- 
covered a  large  qoantiiy  of  grain  stored  in  bams  at  the  head  of  Ware 
River.  It  was  determined  either  to  remove  it  or  destroy  it,  and  on  the 
next  day,  the  Ist,  we  retnmed  to  Ware  River  with  two  companies  of 
infantry  on  board  the  Morris,  and  the  gunboat  Delaware  in  company. 

Captain  Gillis  expected  iu  tei-mption  from  the  rebel  cavaliy  that  infests 
Gloucester  and  Matthews  Counties  to  the  number  of  about  200.  I 
accompanied  him  ashore  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  the 
Morris  in  case  of  necessity,  relying  on  one  of  my  flagmen,  Private  George 
H.  Walker,  whom  I  left  on  board,  to  read  the  8igua]s. 

The  party  landed ;  soldiers  and  sailors  numbered  about  200.  The 
men  all  landed  between  11  and  12  a.  m.  and  set  to  work  carrying  the 
grain  to  the  boats  and  loaded  a  schooner  brought  for  that  purpose.  The 
infantry  posted  pickets  and  made  the  usual  preparations  for  defense  in 
case  of  attack.  A  number  of  messages  were  sent  to  gunboat  between 
that  time  and  1  p.  m.  At  about  tiiat  time  a  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy 
were  seen  approaching  our  pickets.  I  immediately  signaled  the  Mor- 
ris that  the  enemy  approached,  and  by  Captain  Gillis'  order  directed 
them  how  to  fire.  The  first  shot  fired  from  the  boat  fell  iu  the  midst  of 
the  rebels,  emptying  one  saddle.  They  retired  precipitately  several 
hundred  yards,  leaving  two  of  our  pickets,  whom  they  had  already  cap- 
tured, and  whom  in  their  flight  they  attempted  to  kill.  The  gunboats 
continued  to  fire ;  constantly  directed  by  signals  as  the  enemy  changed 
positions,  the  Delaware  firing  in  the  same  direction  as  the  Morris.  Our 
men  now  advanced  up  the  road  at  a  double-quick,  firing  one  or  two 
volleys.  The  enemy  retired  into  the  edge  of  a  piece  of  woods,  about 
1.000  yards  distant  from  our  position,  which  the  gunboats  continued  to 
shell,  still  directed  by  signals.  In  consequence  of  the  interruption  by 
the  enemy  the  plan  of  removing  the  grain  was  abandoned  and  the  bams 
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were  fired.    When  they  were  burned  we  retamed  to  the  Teaaelfi,  all  tk% 
foroe  being  embarked  by  3^  p.  m. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  report  of  Lieatenant-Gommandei 
Gillis,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Morris,  to  Acting  Rear- Ad- 
miral Lee,  commanding  North  Atlantio  Blockading  Squadron,  which  I 
am  permitted  to  make: 

I  would  itote  thAt  I  leoeiTed  most  important  aid  ftom  LImiteiuuit  Andrews,  of  the 
Signal  Corpa.  aa  by  hla  aaaiataooe  I  waa  en^Med  to  direct  the  aiming  of  the  gana  on 
board  thia  yeaaeL  All  my  mwaaagna  were  tranamitted  with  the  ffreateet  celerity,  ai- 
moat  aa  rapidly  as  they  conld  have  been  giyen  had  tii^  been  deliTered  orally,  and 
witii  entire  aoonraey,  and  thia,  too,  dnxing  the  ezeiteniant  of  a  aodden  attack. 

1  desire  to  call  enpedal  attention  to  the  coolness  and  efficien<7  of 
Private  G^rge  H.  walker,  signal  flagman.  For  some  months  I  have 
known  of  W^ker's  capacity  to  read.  He  obtained  the  code  over  a  year 
ago  throngh  the  negligence  and  carelessness  of  an  officer  instructed  at 
Annapolis.  For  a  lou^  time  I  promised  the  severest  pnnishment  to  my 
men  if  caaght  attemptmg  to  r^d  or  to  obtain  any  portion  of  the  code, 
bat  finding  that  officers  senior  to  myself  not  only  tolerated  bat  encour- 
aged their  men  to  do  so,  I  spoke  to  them  of  it,  and  was  informed  that 
the  matter  was  well  known  to  Jdojov  Myer.  Siace  being  at  Torktown, 
therefore,  I  have  allowed  Walker  to  read,  and  have  been  astonished  at 
his  intelligence,  saperior  to  that  of  some  officers  I  have  worked  with. 
Lieutenant  Benson  and  myself  abbreviated  all  ordinary  messages  to  at 
least  one-fourth  their  lengUi  if  sent  in  fbll;  but  Walker  seldom  has 
trouble  to  read  them.  In  directing  the  fire  of  the  Morris  on  the  1st  in- 
stant I  at  first  partially  spelled  out  the  messages,  using  only  tJie  more 
suggestive  abbreviations,  such  as  eny,  enemy;  apch,  approach,  &o. 
But  desiring  to  work  more  quickly  I  used  the  abbreviations  fll,  ef,  of, 
fo,  ect,  and  was  somewhat  astonished  at  Walker's  receiving  them  iJl 
instantly  and  correctly  without  once  calling  for  a  ^^  repeat!^  He  has 
never  heretofore  received  the  official  abbreviations  from  me,  but. I  have 
now  given  them  to  him,  as  I  deem  myself  justified  in  doing,  as  I  am 
liable  at  any  time  to  have  occasion  to  use  them  with  him. 

I  desire  to  recommend  Private  Walker  for  promotion.  I  intended  to 
have  recommended  Mm  for  appointment  as  sergeant  under  the  new 
organization  of  the  Signal  Corps,  and  now  I  consider  that  he  has  doubly 
earned  his  chevrons.  Walker  has  been  with  me  since  June  25,  1862, 
and  I  have  had  ample  opportunity  of  knowing  his  capacity. 

The  accompanying  plan  *  will  explain  the  relative  positions  of  the 
forces  engaged  in  the  aifiur  of  the  1st  instant.  The  outline  of  the  sketch 
was  enlarged  from  a  chart. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  8.  ANDREWS, 
Second  Lieut.  NifUk  N.  Y.  Vols,  amd  Acting  Signal  Qffioer. 

Gapt  Lbgnabd  F.  Hepburn, 

Acting  Signal  Officer^  Washington^  D,  0. 

P.  8. — Since  this  report  was  wiitten  information  has  been  received 
at  Major-G^ueral  Eeyes'  headquarters  that  during  the  firing  from  the 
gunboats,  directed  by  sigusds,  on  the  Ist,  the  enemy  lost  4  lulled  and  3 
wounded. 

Our  forces  sustained  uo  loss  whatever. 


*  Not  foimcL 
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APBH  6f  1868.^Skiniilah  at  Vixanton,  V.  0. 
Report  of  Capt  Bno9  0.  Sander$y  FirH  North  Carolina  ( Union)  Iftfawtry. 

Washington,  N.  G.,  May  1,  1863. 

I  started  on  the  steamer  Massasoit  for  New  Berne  and  arrived  at 
midnight.  Took  the  same  boat  on  the  2d  instant  for  Plymouth.  I 
made  application  for  transportation  at  New  Berne,  and  the  qnartermas- 
ter,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Biggs,  ordered  the  Massasoit  to  go  the  whole 
trip  with  me;  but  as  his  orders  did  QOt  reach  the  captain  of  the  steamer 
I  went  to  Plymouth,  where  I  arrived  on  Sunday,  the  3d  instant  Saw 
Commander  Charles  Flusser  that  evening ;  he  was  to  send  a  gunboat 
as  convoy  to  the  steamer  Massasoit,  whi<£  I  had  already  procured  the 
use  of,  to  go  as  &r  as  Boanoke  with  me. 

After  getting  the  men  that  I  was  after  (but  afterwards  the  general 
decided  to  send  a  gunboat  and  a  company  of  infantry),  on  the  morning 
of  the  4th  I  started  at  5  a.  m.  on  the  United  States  gunboat  Southfleld, 
Captain  Behm  commanding,  with  a  company  of  the  Eighty-fifth  New 
York  In&ntry,  Lieutenant  Whitney  commanding.  Arrived  at  Hailey's 
Landing  at  9  a.  m.;  the  wharf  had  been  burned  by  the  Confederates. 
I  landed  with  the  company,  aud,  on  making  inqairies,  found  that  the 
men  of  Company  B  were  encamped  in  the  woods  10  miles  from  that 
place,  and  as  it  was  uncertain  about  the  force  of  the  enemy  in  that 
vicinity  I  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go  into  the  country.  We  then 
started  for  the  Pasquotank  Biver,  where  we  arrived  at  5  p.  m.  We 
landed  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  and  marched  to  Shiloh,  a  distance  of 
10  miles,  where  we  went  aboard  of  the  gunboat  at  10  p.  m.  I  sent  word 
to  the  men  to  be  ready  the  next  day  to  go  with  me. 

On  the  monung  of  the  6th  we  went  to  Elizabeth  City ;  landed  and  got 
the  &mily  of  William  Wright;  went  to  Shiloh;  the  schooner  Patty 
liartin  had  arrived:  went  to  Jones'  Mill;  landed;  marched  to  Old 
Trap ;  found  some  oi  the  men  collected  there,  but  the  others,  not  know- 
ing of  our  presence,  could  not  be  found.  We  stayed  tiU  morning,  and 
then  went  on  board  with  7  of  my  men,  as  follows:  Peter,  Stephen,  Cor- 
nelius, and  Nicholas  Burgess,  Ithean  and  Wilson  Duncan,  and  Demp- 
sey  Wright.  We  crossed  over  to  the  Pasquotank  side ;  landed  and  got 
the  family  of  Joseph  Morgan.  There  were  four  men  in  that  county  be- 
longing to  my  company;  one,  John  Oartwright,  came  with  us;  one  could 
not  be  found,  and  the  other  two  were,  one  sick  and  one  wounded.  We 
went  aboard  at  dark. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  the  Southfleld  started  for  Boanoke  at  2 
a.  m.  I  started  for  Nizonton,  on  Little  Biver,  at  daylight  with  the 
schooner  Pat^  Martin  and  my  men,  numbering  17.  We  arrived  at  the 
landing  of  Thomas  Moss^  place  at  5  p.  ma. ;  came  to  anchor ;  sent  a  boat 
ashore  with  6  men,  with  orders  not  to  land  till  they  found  all  right;  a 
large  flat  at  the  landing  looked  suspicious.  As  Uie  boat  approached 
the  land  they  saw  a  handkerchief  waived  in  the  window  of  Mrs.  Moss' 
house.  They  put  about  and  pulled  for  the  schooner,  when  they  were 
fired  upon  by  the  guerrillas.  They  returned  the  tire  from  the  boat,  and 
we  commenced  a  brisk  flre  from  the  schooner,  which  was  kept  up  till 
the  boat  came  alongside,  when  we  got  under  way  and  headed  down  Uie 
river. 

We  had  used  nearly  all  the  anmiunition  we  had.  There  was  no  one 
hurt  on  our  side,  although  the  boat  was  within  40  yards  of  the  shore 
when  flred  upon.  The  vessel  was  struck  several  times.  We  got  to  the 
month  of  the  rivei  at  sunset,  where  we  found  the  United  States  steamei 
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Whitehead,  Oaptoin  French  oommandiug.  We  went  back  to  Nizouton 
in  the  morning;  got  the  fomily  of  Mr.  Moss,  and  started  for  Roanoke 
Island.  1  landed  at  Groatan  for  the  family  of  J.  W.  Harrison,  but  the 
weather  was  so  heav}-  he  oonld  not  get  on  board.  Stopped  at  Roanoke 
till  10  p.  m.;  got  under  way  and  sailed  for  Washington,  where  we 
arrived  at  6.30  a.  m.,  on  Sunday,  May  10. 

I  labored  under  the  difficulties  of  having  a  gunboat  of  too  much 
draught  of  water,  whose  commander  was  very  anxious  to  get  to  Roa- 
noke, and  therefore  would  not  give  me  time  to  do  my  business  as  I  could 
if  1  had  had  the  command  of  Sie  expedition  myself. 

I  left  11  men  in  Oamden,  3  in  Pasquotank,  and  2  in  Elizabeth  City. 
It  was  impossible  to  get  word  to  them  in  so  short  a  time,  as  they  have 
to  keep  hid  in  the  woods  most  of  the  time. 
Yours,  respectfully, 

B.  C.  SANDBBS, 
Oaptamj  Company  Dj  Firtt  North  Carolina  ( Union)  VoU. 


APBIL  7,  1M8.— Bzpedition  frmn  Oloooester  Point  to  Glouoastar  Conrt- 

HoQM,  Va. 

Export  of  Ool  A,  H.  OrimskaWj  Fourth  Delaware  Infantry. 

Oamp  Gilpin, 
Gloucester  Pointy  April  9, 1863. 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  your 
order  of  —  instant  I  left  this  post  at  7  a.  iu.  on  Tuesday,  the  7th  in- 
stant, with  a  detail  ftom  the  Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers  and  three 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Drafted 
Militia,  the  squadron  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  attached  to 
this  command,  and  a  detachment  of  cavalry  under  Major  Hall,  of  the 
Sixth  New  York.  The  party  proceeded  up  the  main  road  to  Gloucester 
Court-House.  At  Abingdon  Meetin&rHouse  I  left  one  company  of  One 
hundred  and  sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Drafted  Militia  to  prevent  any 
communication  with  the  enemy's  pickets. 

Beyond  Hickory  Fork  Migor  Hall  was  ordered  to  proceed  to  the 
right,  and  after  destroying  any  grain  he  mi^ht  find,  to  join  the  column 
at  or  near  Gloucester  Oourt-House.  With  regard  to  the  particulars  of 
the  dentruction  of  grain  I  refer  to  Major  Hairs  re|>ort,  which  I  have 
directed  him  to  send  directly  to  your  headquiuters. 

No  mail  was  found  at  Gloucester  Court  House  ready  to  be  sent  south. 
A  few  letters,  which  I  have  handed  to  General  Reyes,  were  ftmnd. 
These  confirm  the  account  of  the  late  fight  with  and  defeat  of  Lee's 
cavalry. 

In  accordance  with  the  instructions  of  the  general  commanding  the 
Fourth  Army  Corps  I  made  preparations  to  return  to  Gloucester  Point 
on  the  7th,  since  the  re-enforcements  from  the  gunboat  had  nor  landed| 
and  the  signal— one  rocket— was  not  received  by  the  l)oat.  The  dis- 
tance to  the  station  of  the  boat  being  evidently  greater  than  we  bad 
sup{)Osed,  Major  Hall  proceeded  by  the  Bell  Boy  road,  making  a  detour 
toward  the  York  Biver,  so  as  to  destroy  a  quantity  of  grain  in  a  barn 
beyond  Gloucester  Court-House,  of  which  we  obtained  information  at 
Gloucester  Cour^House.  The  miyor  rejoined  the  column  at  Hickory 
Fork.     The  force  marched  during  thirteen  hours  32  miles.    The  men 


Cur  ZSOL]  GL0UCB8TEB  POIMT,  YA.  261 

and  hoiseB  letumecl  in  good  spirit  and  condition.    The  roads  were 
muddy  and  obstmcted  by  numerous  collections  of  water. 

I  inclose  a  report  of  Lieutenant  Toner,  quartermaster  of  Fourth  Del- 
aware Volunteers,  of  the  amount  of  material  seized  and  placed  in  his 
charge ;  also  a  note  from  Ms^or  CrowniuMhield.* 

Allow  me  to  speak  of  the  good  conduct  of  the  men  and  the  prompt- 
ness of  the  officers  accompanying  the  expedition.  Major  Hall  was  act- 
ive and  efficient  and  rendered  me  especial  service  by  his  advice  and 
experience.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Tevis,  Fourth  Delaware,  and  M^jor 
Orowninshield,  with  Captain  Paul,  all  contributed,  each  in  his  position, 
to  the  success  of  the  movements. 

I  did  not  destroy  the  grain  at  Tabb's  farm,  because  it  is  within  such 
a  short  distance  that  a  very  small  force  can  transport  it  to  this  post. 
Very  respeotftilly.  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  GBIMSHAW, 
CoUmdj  Oamnumding  PiiL 

M^ior-General  Kbtbb,  YarkUhcn^  Va. 


APBU  1^14,  IMS.— OperatiimB  againit  GUmoaiter  Pdnt^  ¥a. 

B^port  of  OoL  D.  J.  Godwin^  O.&Armif. 

Hbadqitabtsbs, 
JSBn^  tmd  Quem  CaurtHinuej  Va,,  April  15, 1863. 

Ojehbbal  :  In  obedience  to  your  order  of  the  7th  instant  I  proceeded 
on  Thursday,  the  9th,  wiUi  all  the  force  undermy  command  then  armed 
and  equipped,  to  the  enemy's  fortifications  at  Gloucester  Point.  I  ar- 
rived in  title  neighborhood  of  the  Point  Thursday  evening.  By  daybreak 
on  Friday  morning  I  appeared  in  front  of  his  works  and  remained  there 
during  the  day,  making  demonstrations  at  several  different  points.  I 
appeared  alternately  as  inflantiy  and  cavalry,  and  so  maneuvered  my 
troops  as  to  represent  a  heavy  force.  I  drove  in  his  pickets  early  on 
Friday  morning,  killing  1,  wounding  another,  and  captured  2  unhurt. 
I  had  2  men  wounded,  1  badly,  the  other  only  slightly.  I  kept  up 
these  demonstrations  Saturday,  Sunday,  Monday,  and  Tuesday  until 
12  m.,  at  which  time  I  returned  to  my  camp,  leaving  behind,  however, 
two  full  companies  to  watch  the  enemy's  movements.  The  enemy's 
force  at  the  Point  consisted  of  two  infantiy  regiments,  one  battalion  of 
cavalry,  and  two  field  lotteries.  I  am  satisfied  that  my  demonstrations 
had  the  effect  of  diverting  his  force  from  the  Peninsula.  I  found  it  ut- 
terly impossible  to  attack  him  behind  his  works  with  success,  and  there- 
fore decided  not  to  do  so.  His  fortifications  at  the  Point  are  strong  and 
thorough. 

My  officers  behaved  with  great  gallantry  and  my  men  with  marked 
firmness. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

D.  J.  GODWIN, 
Oolanelj  OamnMnding. 

M%j.  Qen.  Abnold  Elzbt, 

Ckmma/ndn^  J)epartfneiiit  of  Biekmandy  Va, 

P.  S.— Capt.  Bobert  Tomlin,  a  volunteer  aide,  who  behaved  with  dis 
tinguished  gaUantryi  I  regret  to  say,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  leg 

*Hal  fiNmd. 
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AFBH  11, 1868.— SkinJib  at  iraUaatbug ,  ¥«. 


Ho.  1.— im.  Gen.  Eraamos  D.  Keyes,  U.  8.  Army. 

Ho.  8.— Brig.  G«n.  Snftis  King,  U.  8.  Army,  oommanding  at  Tofklawn,  wtth  ienll> 
ing  oorreapondMice. 

No.  1. 

BepartB  of  Mqf.  Om^  Shratmmt  D.  Kej^  U.  &  ilrMy. 

FoBT  MOHBOE,  Ya^  AjfHi  U,  1868. 

Oar  oommonioatioii  with  Fort  Magrader  is  re-established.  The  en- 
emy have  retired  beyond.  They  destroyed  some  eamp  and  garrisoa 
equipage  of  the  Fifth  PeDnsylvania  Caval^  and  a  small  amount  of 
hospital  stores.  No  other  loss  reported.  Wise  and  his  whole  foroe  are 
near  Williamsboi^.  I  have  ordered  Golonel  West  to  hold  the  strong 
line  of  defense  befow  the  dty  ataUhasards.  Itwoaldbeyeryii0^^i>A 
to  give  it  np. 

IL  D.  EBYES, 

M^far-OmeraL 

Mai.  Geo.  H.  W.  Haujbok, 


NOBFOLK,  Ya.,  April  11, 1863—^  p.  m 

The  enemy  was  tsAAy  repulsed  at  WiUiamsbnrg  to-day.  Onr  pickecs 
are  in  the  edge  of  the  city,  and  the  line  of  Fort  Magrader,  strengthened 
by  another  regiment,  is  now  gnarded  fh>m  York  iSver  to  James  Biver. 
We  lost  no  men.  Fonnd  two  dead  rebels,  bat  they  had  time,  when  oar 
shots  fell,  to  carry  off  dead  and  wonnded.  While  the  affair  at  Williams- 
barg  was  closing  the  rebels  attacked  Peck's  pickets  at  Saffolk,  and  a 
deserter  Jnst  in  from  there  reports  that  SOfiOO  men  are  close  upon  oar 
lines.  I  have  ordered  all  onr  troops  to  hold  their  ground  withoot  re- 
gard to  the  nnmber  of  the  enemy. 

B.  D.  KBYE8, 

Muffar-OmeroL 
M%j.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Gmeral-in-Okitf. 


No.  2. 

Reports  of  Brig.  Chu.  B^^mm  Kimg^  U,  8.  Arm^.  cowimandimg  mt  Torkiownj 

vfUh  retuUmg  oorresponaenee. 

YoBKTOWN,  April  11,  1863—7.45  a.  m. 

The  enemy  appeared  in  front  of  Williamsburg  this  morning  about  6 
ii'dock.  Our  pickets  fell  back  in  good  order  to  Fort  Magruder.  Colonel 
West  has  opened  fire  on  the  town  anr  is  now  firing.  Foroe  of  the  enemy 
tot  yet  known. 

BUFU8  KING, 
Brigadier-  OeieraL 
M^jorGeneral  S^mtbs,  Fort  Monroe. 


Jutf.XJOK.]  aKfgin«H  AT  WILLIAMSBURG,  VA.  26S 

YORETOWK,  April  11, 1863—^20  a.  m. 

Thib  enemy  in  large  fbroe,  cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantiy ,  have  passed 
tfaioagh  Williamsbarg  ana  are  moving  on  Fort  Magmder.  Another 
ibroe  of  infiftntry,  reported  500  strong,  have  got  on  this  side  of  the  fort 
They  have  captured  and  destroyed  t£e  camp  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania, 
burned  the  hospital,  and  paroled  the  patients.  I  have  ordered  the  Sixth 
New  York  to  £eJl  back  toward  Yorktown.  All  communication  with 
Colonel  West  is  cut  ofL  The  troops  here  are  under  arms.  If  it  be  pos- 
sible I  shall  send  re-enforoements  to  Colonel  West;  not,  however,  so  as 
to  endanger  this  post.    Can  a  boat  be  sent  up  at  oncet 

BUFUS  KING, 


Mdrior-General  Kmtbs,  SujfM. 


BrigaSUr-OmeroL 


YOBXTOWK,  April  11, 1883—12.90  p.  m. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  fh>m  Colonel  West.  He  is  all  right  and 
safe  in  Fort  Magruder.  He  reports  Wise  in  front  with  his  entire  com- 
mand. The  road  is  open  between  this  point  and  Fort  Magmder.  I  have 
sent  cavalry  up  to  patrol  the  road  and  keep  me  advised  of  all  move- 
ments. Except  the  camp  and  property  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  and 
some  hospital  stores  we  have  lost  nothing. 

BUFUS  KINO, 
Sriffadier-Omerak 
Hd^-Oeneral  Kbyxs,  JbH  Monroe. 


Yorktown,  April  11, 1803—2.30  p.  m. 

We  have  reopened  communications  with  Fort  Magruder.  Colonel 
West  has  Just  tdegraphed  that  everything  is  safe  there;  that  the  enemy 
are  retieating,  but  still  occupy  Williamsburg,  and  that  we  have  lost  noth- 
ing but  what  was  captured  in  the  cavalry  camp.  He  asks  for  a  firesh 
regiment  of  influitry.  I  shall  send  him  Colonel  Johnson's  regiment; 
and  will  bring  over  the  Fourth  Delaware  to  replace  them,  if  need  bei 

BUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-OmiermL 
M%ior-6enefal  Kbybs,  Fort  Monroe. 


HRADQUARTBRS  DBPARTMBNT  of  YlRGINLk, 

Fort  Monroe^  April  11,  IMS. 
Brigadier-General  King, 

Oommamdmgj  Torkknon: 

U  the  enemy  are  in  rear  of  Williamsburg?  he  can  only  be  there  in 
very  small  force,  so  I  wish  you  to  send  up  Colonel  Johnson's  regiment 
to  clear  them  out  and  communicate  with  West.  If  there  be  two  gun- 
boats on  the  station  you  can  bring  over  the  Fourth  Delaware,  who 
are  plucky.  If  West  has  provisions  and  ammunition  he  can  hold 
against  10,000  men,  and  the  enemy  can't  spare  that  number ;  so  he  must 
bold  on.  1  have  asked  Admiral  Lee  to  send  a  gunboat  up  James  Biver. 
During  the  day  the  gunboat  should  move  up  and  down  between  York- 
town  and  West^s  Lading. 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 
Miafor-Oeneral 
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Headqitabtebs  Dbpabtment  of  Viboinia, 

Fwrt  Manroej  April  11, 1803. 
Biigadier-General  King,  Yarktotrn : 

I  have  directed  a  stern-wheel  steamer  for  West  to  be  9ebt  up  if  oue 
can  be  had. 

If  West  does  not  waste  his  ammanition  he  ought  to  do  five  times  a£ 
luach  damage  to  the  enemy  as  he  receives.  I  cannot  understand  how 
the  500  got  below  Fort  Magmder.    Did  they  cross  the  James  River  t 

Do  all  yon  can  to  supply  West  and  to  encourage  him  and  his  men  to 
fight 

E.  D.  EETE8, 

Mt^'General. 


Headqitabtebb  Dbpabtment  of  Viboinia, 

Fart  Monrocj  April  11, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  EIxno,  Yorktoum : 

Order  Colonel  West  to  cease  firing  on  Williamsburg  unless  he  knows 
the  enemy  are  present  there  in  arms.  He  wHl  waste  his  ammunition. 
That  town  must  be  held  as  a  shield,  and  it  most  not  be  destroyed  ex- 
cept in  accordance  with  my  orders. 

B.  D.  KEYES, 

Mtdar-ChkeroL 

[Apbil  12, 1863.] 
Brigadier-General  Kino: 

The  line  of  defense  at  Fort  Magruder  ought  not  to  be  given  up  lightly. 
You  ought  not  bring  away  anything  from  Gloucester  Point.  Tou  may, 
however,  use  your  discretion  abont  sending  another  regiment  of  in&ntry 
toward  Williamsburg. 

B.  D.  KEYES, 


YOBKTOWN,  April  12, 1883—9  a.  m. 

Golonel  West  telegraphs  that  all  is  quiet  as  yet  at  the  front ;  that  the 
enemy  are  in  large  force  on  the  other  side  of  the  town.  He  recommends 
abandoning  the  town  and  establishing  his  pickets  on  this  side,  as  his 
force  is  not  strong  enough  to  guard  the  Peninsula.  We  have  tuen  10 
prisoners,  one  of  them  an  officer,  who  corroborates  the  rumor  of  yester- 
terday  that  Wise  has  issued  orders  to  take  the  forts  at  all  hazards. 

BUPU8  KING, 
Brigadier-ChierdL 
Major-General  Kbybb,  Fort  Monroe. 


YOBKTOWN,  April  12, 1883—11^  a.  m. 

Mc^or  Ghamberlin,  who  has  just  come  in  from  Fort  Magruder,  brings 
me  a  verbal  communication  from  Colonel  West  to  the  dfect  that  he  thinks 
his  position  insecure  and  the  line  too  extended  to  be  successfully  de- 
fended. From  prisoners  and  deserters  he  learns  that  Wise,  who  is  in 
command  of  the  enemy's  force,  has  4,000  infantry,  500  or  800  cavalry, 
and  6  or  8  pieces  of  artillery ;  that  his  orders  firom  Bichmond  are  tc 
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take  and  hold  Williamsbarg  and  Fort  Magmder.  and  that  he  ezpreBseB 
bis  determination  to  do  so.  The  prisoners  say  tliat  their  attack  yester< 
day  would  have  succeeded  if  the  infantry  that  came  around  in  rear  of  our 
cavaky  camp  had  not  been  too  late.  They  also  report  that  Longntreet 
was  to  have  attacked  Suffolk  and  Fitzhugh  Lee  Gloucester  at  the  same 
time  that  Wise  assailed  our  front.  Colonel  West  thinks  that  it  will  be 
difficult  to  hold  his  position  without  more  in&ntry.  He  would  also  like 
two  more  12-pounders.  Unless  he  can  be  thus  re-enforced  he  advises 
an  abandonment  of  the  present  line  and  the  establishment  of  a  new  and 
shorter  one,  say  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  brick  hospital.  A  tug-boat 
came  down  James  Biver  as  fiur  as  King's  MiU  Landing  yesterday  and 
went  up  again.  Wise,  with  his  troops,  is  still  at  Williamsburg  await- 
ing re-enforcements,  as  is  said,  though  the  attack  may  be  renewed  at 

any  moment.    All  quiet  thus  our  to-day.  

BUFUS  KINO, 
Brigadfer-OmeroL 
Mfyor-Oeneral  Ebtbb. 

TOSKTOWK,  April  12, 18S3— 4  p.  m. 

Colonel  West  telegraphed  an  hour  ago  that  the  enemy  were  reported 
to  be  advancing,  and  that  his  troops  were  under  arms;  but  as  we  have 
beard  no  firing,  the  report  was  probably  unfounded. 

Fourteen  rebel  prisoners,  two  of  them  lieutenants,  have  arrived  here 
from  Fort  Magruder.    They  wiU  be  sent  to  Fort  Monroe  in  the  morning. 

Are  we  to  continue  to  supply  the  patients  in  tiie  insane  asylum  at 
Williamsburg  t 

BUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-  OmeraL 

Major-General  Kbybs,  Norfolk. 


HBADQITABTKBS  DBPABTMBirT  OF  ViBonnA, 

April  12, 1863—4  p.  m. 
lier-General  Kmo,  Torktown,  Va,: 

Until  you  receive  further  dispatches  from  me,  do  as  circumstances  re- 
quire; but  I  do  not  advise  sending  up  any  artillery  to  Williamsburg.  I 
think  it  will  be  feur  more  dangerous  to  withdraw  from  that  line  than  to 
hold  it. 

£.  D.  KEYES, 

Major-Qeneral. 
P.  8. — ^Keep  me  advised  by  telegraph. 


YOBKTOWN,  Va.,  April  12,  1863. 

I  do  not  think  the  line  of  defense  now  established  will  be  given  up. 
Colonel  West  is  confident  that  he  can  hold  his  ground.  No  change  will 
be  made  at  Gloucester  Point  unless  unforeseen  circumstances  require 
it  I  shall  keep  a  gunboat  lying  off  Queen's  Greek,  which  wiU  communi- 
cate with  Golonel  West. 

Three  more  prisoners  were  brought  in  to-night  and  others  on  the  way 

Bverything  quiet 

BUFUS  KIKG, 
Brigadier-  GenerdL 

M^or-General  Kxtxb. 


266  VOKTH  CABOLIKA  AND  8.  E   TIBOINU.  [Cbap. 

ToBKTowK,  Apru  i2y  isea— loao  p.  m. 

I  have  just  reoeived  a  dispatoh  from  Fort  Magmder.  All  quiet  thenei 
but  an  attack  on  the  redoubts  is  expected  in  the  morning.  Colonel 
West  suggests  that  a  gunboat  stationed  off  College  Creek,  in  James 
Biver,  would  prevent  Uie  enemy  from  turning  his  left  and  thus  proba- 
bly enable  him  to  keep  his  line  unbroken. 

BUFUS  KING, 
Briifadier-OmeraL 
M%jor-6eneral  Kbybs,  NarfM. 


ToBKTOWHy  AprU  12,  ISn— 9  a.  m. 
Colonel  West,  Fori  Magmder: 

Do  as  you  think  best  about  drawing  your  pickets  in  closer  to  the  forts. 
Keep  me  advised  of  any  change  in  the  situation  of  aflflurs  and  of  your 
wants.  General  Keyes  telegraphs  from  Norfolk  that  the  line  between 
Williamsburg  and  Torktown  must  be  held  at  all  hasards. 

BUFUS  KING, 
Brigadier-OmeroL 


FOBT  MAOiEUDXB,  ^pKI  12,  1863. 

lieut  OoL  0.  0.  Sutdax: 

I  did  not  understand  by  your  last  dispatch  whether  Colonel  John- 
son's regiment  is  to  remain  here  or  return.  He  wants  to  know  so  as 
to  provide  himself  and  fix  camp  where  they  are.  There  are  no  bridges 
on  King's  and  College  Creeks.  The  enemy  did  not  cross  the  creek ; 
they  stole  down  along  College  Creek  and  so  around  by  the  Brick 
Church  road.    They  cannot  do  it  again  without  my  knowledge. 

JBtOB'T  M.  WEST, 
Oownmamdimg  Advamee  Brigade. 


April  12,  isea. 
Colonel  West: 

Colonel  Johnson's  regiment  wiU  remain  with  yon  for  the  present. 

He  had  better  get  five  days^  supplies.  

C.  C.  8UYDAM, 
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AFBH  ll-KAT  4,  lSn.-4H08e  of  BuiUk,  ¥a 

Aipril       11, 1863.— Oonfedente  forces,  under  oommuid  of  Lieat.  Oen.  Junes  Long- 

strei>t,  adyftnoe  opoD  Bnifolk. 
Bkirmiah  on  the  South  Qnay  Road,  near  the  Blackwater. 
18-13,  1863.— Skirmiahes  on  the  Edenton,  Providenoe  Chnroh,  and  Somerton 
Roada. 
14,  1863.— Engagement  at  the  month  of  West  Branch  and  near  the  NoKfleet 

Honae,  Nanaemond  BiTcr. 
Ibf  1863.— Engagement  near  the  Noifleet  Hooae. 

Skinnleb  on  the  Edenton  Boad. 
17,  1863.— Sldnniohing  generally  along  the  linea. 
19, 1863.— Capture  of  Battery  Hnger,  Hill's  Point. 
S3, 1863.— Ailkir  at  Chnokatnok. 
94,  1863.— Skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Boad. 
ilay  \  1863.— Skirmish  at  South  Quay  Bridge. 

S    4,  1863.— Confederate  forces  retire  fkom  Suifolk. 

3, 1863.— Skirmishes  near  Hill's  Point  and  Beed's  Ftony,  Naosemond  Bl¥«r. 
Skirmish  at  Chuokatuok. 
Bonrninainsannn  on  the  ProTidenoe  Ohureh  Boad. 
4, 1883.— fikimish  at  LeesviUe. 


Ho.  1.— Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia, with  congratulatory  orders,  t 

No.  2.— Ahstract  from  '*Beoord  of  Eyents"  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  April 
11-May  4. 

No.  3.— Capt.  Charles  L.  Daris,  Eighty-second  Penn^yWania  In£sntry,  Chief  Signal 
OfBcer. 

No.    4. — im.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  S.  Army,  commanding  at  Suifolk.t 

No.    5.— Betum  of  Casualties  in  the  Union  forces. 

No.  6. — ^Brig.  Gen.  Michael  Corcoran,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  First  Diyiaion,  Sot- 
enth  Army  Corps. 

No.  7.— im.  Alexander  G.  Patton,  First  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  of  skirmish  on 
the  Edenton  Bead,  April  16. 

No.  &— Itinerary  of  the  First  Brigade,  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  D.  Teny,  U.  8.  Army,  com- 
manding, April  11-90. 

No.  0. — CoL  Bobert  S.  Foater,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Infhntry,  commanding  Second 
Brigade. 

No.  10. — ^Liaai.  Col.  John  MeConihe,  One  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Infimtry. 

No.  ll.'-Itineraiy  of  the  Third  Brigade,  CoL  Mathew  Murphy,  One  hundred  and 
eighty-second  New  York  Infsntry,  commanding,  April  9-May  3. 

No.  12.— CoL  William  MoEyily,  One  hundred  and  Afty-flfth  New  York  Inlantry. 

No.  13.— Itinerary  of  the  Beaerre  Brigade,  CoL  DaTid  W.  Wardrop,  Ninety-ninth  New 
YeA  Infantry,  commanding,  April  24-May  1. 

No.  14.— Brig.  Gen.  Charles  C.  Dodge,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Southeast  Front. 


*  For  reports  of  Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee,  Llents.  W.  B.  Cushing  and  B.  H 
Lamson,  and  Actg.  Master  C.  H.  Brown,  U.  S.  Nayy,  see  Annual  Beportof  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Nayy,  December  7,  1863. 

tSee  also  dispatches  between  Keyes,  Dix,  Hooker,  and  Peek,  April  11-May  4,  and 
DIx'a  and  Peek'a  telegrams  to  Halleck,  in  ^'CorNspondenee,  eto.,"  jistt 
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No.  15.— Brig.  Gen.  George  W.  Getty,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Third  IMyinion,  NiPth 

Army  Corps. 
No.  16. — Col.  Harrison  8.  Fairchild,  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Infantry,  command  ng 

First  Brigade. 
No.  17. — Col.  WiUiain  R.  Poaso,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Infantry. 
No.  18. — Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harland,  U.  8.  Army,  commaodiug  8ecoud  Brigade. 
No.  19.— Col.  John  E.  Ward,  Eighth  Connecticnt  Infantry,  of  the  capture  of  Battery 

Huger,  April  19. 
No.  90.— Col.  Griffin  A.  8tedman,  Jr.,  Eleventh  Conneotiont  Influatry. 
No.  21.— Col.  Arthur  H.  Dntton,  Twenty-first  Conneotiont  Infantry,  commanding 

Third  Brigade. 
No.  ii2.—MBi.  Hiram  B.  Croshy,  Twenty-first  Conneotiont  Infantry. 
No.  423. — Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  8.  Army,  oommandiug  Reserve  Diviaion,  o/ 

operations  May  1-4. 
No.  24. — M^.  Gen.  8amn<d  G.  French,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  the  Department  of 

Southern  Virginia. 
No.  25.— MaJ.  L.  M.  8hnmaker,  C.  8.  Artillery,  Chief  of  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of 

Battery  Huger,  April  10. 
No.  86.— Mi^.  F.  J.  Boggs,  C.  8.  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery  Hoger,  April  19. 
No.  27. — Ifi^.  James  Bearing,  C.  8.  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery  Huger,  April  19. 
No.  28. — Capt.  Rohert  M.  8trihling,  Fauquier  Artillery,  of  the  capture  of  Battery 

Huger,  April  19. 
No.  29. — ^Ideut.  Col.  John  A.  Jones,  Forty-fourth  Alahama  Infantry,  of  the  oapture  of 

Battery  Huger,  April  19. 
No.  90.— Col.  John  K.  Connally,  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Inlkntry,  of  the  capture  of 

Battery  Huger,  April  19. 
No.  31. — im.  Gen.  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  8.  Army,  conunandlng  Division,  of  skirmish 

on  the  Edenton  Road,  April  24. 

No.  L 

BepartB  ofMoj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix^  U,  8.  Armyy  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia^  with  congratulatory  orders. 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  April  19, 1863. 

I  deem  it  dae  to  the  forces  at  Suffolk  to  notice  briefly  their  gallaot 
coDdnct  daring  the  last  six  days.  On  Tuesday  General  Peck^s  right  was 
attacked  and  ti^e  enemy's  advance  wi\s  gallantly  met  by  Colonel  Foster's 
light  troops,  driving  him  back  to  the  line  of  his  pickets;  Anderson's 
division  was  engaged  at  the  same  time  on  the  water  finont  with  oar 
gunboats  and  batteries,  and  suffered  materially.  On  Wednesday  a 
rebel  battery  of  20-poander  rifled  guns  was  effectually  silenced,  and 
an  attack  on  the  Smith  Briggs,  an  armed  quartermaster's  boat,  was 
repulsed.  Repeated  attempts  have  been  made  on  our  lines  but  have 
all  been  foiled.  The  storming  of  the  enemy's  battery  near  the  West 
Branch  of  the  Nansemond  by  General  Getty  and  the  gunboats  under 
Lieutenant  Lamson  of  the  Navy,  and  the  oapture  of  six  guns  and  200 
prisoners  closes  the  operations  of  the  six  days  against  the  enemy's 
large  force  very  satisfoctory. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MaJor-fhneraL 
Mi^.  GeiL  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oonerairin'Ohitf. 
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Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  ViBonniL,  Sbtenth  Xbmy  Gobps, 

Fort  M<mroey  Va.,  May  23, 1863. 

Genbbal  :  In  the  latter  part  of  September  last  the  town  of  Suffolk 
was  threatened  by  the  enemy,  who  haci  concentrated  a  large  force  on 
the  Blackwater.  Brigadier-Geueral  Ferry,  who  commanded  at  Suffolk, 
made  the  best  practicable  arrangement  of  his  troops  to  meet  the  enemy's 
advance,  bnt  the  place  was  entirely  without  intrenchments.  It  had 
been  occupied  from  the  time  the  enemy  evacuated  Norfolk,  but  without 
uny  definite  purpose,  except  as  an  advanced  position  from  which  the 
<;ountry  east  of  the  Blackwater  and  Chowan  and  between  the  James 
River  and  Albemarle  Sound  might  be  watched  and  the  land  communi- 
cation be  kept  up  between  Norfolk  and  North  Garolina  east  of  the 
Dismal  Swamp. 

I  suggested  last  autumn  the  relinquishment  of  this  position  on  account 
of  some  inherent  objections  to  it,  since  explained  in  my  letter  of  May 
10th  instant,  and  the  occupation  of  a  more  defensible  line  nearer  Nor- 
folk. It  was  decided  at  that  time  to  hold  it,  and  Major-Greneral  Peck, 
whom  I  ordered  to  take  command  at  Suffolk  on  September  22,  and  in 
whose  experience,  discretion,  and  military  skill  I  had  entire  confidence, 
immediately  commenced  the  execution  of  a  system  of  intrenchments 
planned  by  himself,  which  the  physical  conformation  of  the  place  and 
the  contiguous  country  necessarily  rendered  very  extensive.  For  six 
months  a  portion  of  the  troops  under  his  command  were  diligently  en- 
gaged in  the  construction  of  these  works. 

With  a  view  to  have  them  fully  occupied  and  to  inure  them  to  more 
active  service  I  directed  him  to  keep  about  one-third  of  his  force  con- 
stantly in  motion  and  to  harass  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  by  all 
practical  means.  My  directions  were  carried  out  with  good  judgment 
and  with  very  satisfactory  results.  Frequent  expeditions  were  made ; 
the  enemy  was  repeatedly  attacked.  In  nearly  every  renconter  the 
advantage  was  on  our  side;  prisoners  were  taken,  munitions  of  war 
were  captured,  and  a  rocket  battery  fell  into  our  hands.  While  engaged 
in  these  labors  and  active  movementH  General  Peck,  by  constant  atten- 
tion, brought  his  command  to  an  excellent  state  of  discipline. 

On  April  11  the  enemy  suddenly  advanced  with  a  large  force,  com 
manded  by  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet,  which  had  been  quietly  as- 
sembled on  the  Blackwater,  intending  to  take  Suffolk  by  assault ;  but 
finding  the  place  well  prepared  for  defense,  after  repeated  unsucce.sMl'ui 
attempts  on  our  lines  in  all  of  which  he  was  signally  repulsed,  h(«  Nat 
down  before  it  and  commenced  an  investment  according  to  the  most 
approved  principles  of  military  science.  The  details  of  all  the  oj>era 
tions  of  the  siege,  which  terminated  at  the  end  of  twenty-two  days  by 
liis  retreat  in  the  night,  are  fully  given  in  the  report  of  Major-GeutTal 
Peck,  which  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith. 

When  the  enemy  appeared  before  Suffolk  I  was  in  the  city  of  NcTw 
York  with  leave  of  absence  for  a  few  days  on  a  surgeon's  certificate  ol 
ilisability. 

On  the  following  day  (Sunday,  April  12)  I  received  a  dispatch  in- 
tbrming  me  of  the  enemy's  presence  and  I  left  the  same  evening,  reach 
ing  Sufiblk  on  Tuesday  morning,  the  14th.  From  this  time  I  was  every 
alternate  day  at  Suffolk  and  on  the  Nansemond  River,  where  the  gun- 
l)oats  belonging  to  the  blockading  squadron  of  Admiral  Lee  were  en- 
Raged  with  the  enemy's  batteries,  being  thus  enabled  to  bear  testimony 
t'rom  personal  observation  to  the  good  conduct  of  all  it)ncemed  in 
resisting  the  enemy's  advaice.    The  large  force  of  the  enemy,  amount- 
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ing  to  some  35,000  men,  and  the  oharatoter  of  the  Upper  Nansemond— 
mnning  back  to  the  rear  7  miles  with  a  very  narrow  chanoel  and  afford 
ing  very  extraordinary  flBMnlities  for  catting  off  onrcommunicatious  with 
Norfolk — rendered  inceesant  vigilance  necessary  to  defeat  his  purpose, 
and  nnremittiug  labor  to  cover  weak  points  with  additional  works.  The 
snccessful  termination  of  the  investment  is  dae  in  a  great  degree  to 
the  industry  of  Ms^or-General  Peck  in  patting  his  position  in  a  state 
of  defense,  the  jadicions  arrangements  made  to  repel  attacks  apon  his 
works,  and  his  anslambering  vigilance  from  the  advance  of  the  enemy's 
forces  to  their  final  retreat;  and  I  desire  to  acknowledge  his  great  prompt- 
itude in  carrying  out  all  my  soggestions  and  orders  and  lus  good  judg- 
ment in  the  far  more  nomerous  exigencies  in  which  he  acted  on  his  own 
discretion. 

To  his  officers  and  men  the  highest  praise  is  dae  for  their  gallantry 
in  the  face  of  the  enemy  and  their  zesdous  devotion  to  all  their  duties, 
including  the  construction  of  extended  and  heavy  intrenchments — the 
least  attractive  bat  often  the  most  essential  service  of  an  army  in  the 
field.  Particolar  reference  is  due  to  Brigadier-General  Getty,  who  was 
placed  in  charge  of  the  Nansemond,  the  most  valnerable  part  of  oar  line, 
and  onder  whose  direction  a  portion  of  oar  force  was  thrown  across  the 
river  and  a  battery  of  five  gnns  carried  by  storm. 

My  thanks  are  due  to  Admiral  Lee,  who  co-operated  by  means  of  his 
gunboats  in  preventing  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Nansemond,  and 
to  Lieutenants  Cashing,  Lamson,  and  Harris,  who  displayed  great  cool- 
ness, gallantry,  and  g^)d  judgment  in  the  management  of  their  vessels. 
Lieutenant  Lamson  deserves  particalar  mention  as  having  suggested 
the  capture  of  the  battery  on  the  river  and  having  aided  General  Qettj 
in  carrying  the  plan  into  execution.  I  desire  to  refer  to  the  report  of 
Major-General  Peck  for  a  more  particular  mention  of  the  services  of  his 
officers  and  men. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mador-OmerdL 

Msy.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixeok, 


Gbnebal  Ordbbs,  \  Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  VmaiNiA,  Sbventh  A.  O., 
No.  32.  f  Fort  Monroe^  Va,y  Moff  6, 1803. 

The  msyor-general  commanding  congratulates  M^jorGeneral  Peck 
and  the  troops  under  his  command  at  Suffolk  on  the  sadden  retreat  of 
the  enemy  to  the  Blackwator,  after  a  close  investment  of  the  place  for 
more  than  three  weeks  by  a  superior  force  led  by  some  of  the  most  dis- 
tingnished  generals  in  the  service  of  the  insurgents.  The  enemy  has 
sustained  a  loss  of  five  guns,  and  not  less  than  1,500  men  in  prisoners, 
killed,  wounded,  and  deserters,  while  ours  is  limited  to  a  comparatively 
small  number  of  killed  and  wounded.  For  this  result  the  highest  praise 
is  due  to  M%jor-General  Peck,  through  whose  untiring  industry  and 
good  judgment  during  the  last  six  mouths  the  place  has  been  strongly 
fortified,  and  through  whose  watohfulness  it  has  been  held  during  the 
investment.  The  same  high  praise  is  due  to  the  troops  under  his  com- 
mand and  to  their  officers.  Their  courage  and  vigilance,  their  firmness 
in  resisting  the  enemy's  attacks,  their  gallantry  in  assaulting  him  in  his 
works  on  repeated  occasions  deserve  the  heartfelt  thanks  which  the 
m%jor-general  commanding  hereby  tenders  to  them. 

The  m%jor-general  commanding  avails  himself  of  the  occasion  to  ao- 
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knowledge  the  gallant  and  effldent  oo-operation  of  tlie  gunboats  sent 
by  Admiral  Lee  into  the  llaosemond,  under  Lieutenants  Cnshing  and 
LunBon,  in  silencing  the  enemy's  batteries,  in  resisting  the  enemy's 
attempts  to  cross  t£e  river,  and  especially  the  assistance  lent  by  Uie 
latter  to  General  Getty  in  oaptaring  five  of  the  enemy's  guns. 
By  command  of  M^jor-General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUBBN, 
AsHHant  AdfuUmt'CfeHeroL 


No.  2. 


AMraetfrom  ^Beoard  of  ErenU^  in  Department  of  VtrginiOj  April  U- 

April  11. — ^The  enemy  advanced  Yipon  Suffolk,  Va.,  from  Blackwater, 
drove  in  our  pickets,  capturing  the  outpost  of  cavalry  on  Soutdii  Quay 
road,  and  was  not  checked  until  within  artillery  range,  when  he  was 
driven  back. 

April  12; — ^He  advanced  on  the  Somerton  road,  but  was  repulsed, 
retiring  hastily,  and  our  in&ntry  pickets  were  posted  on  the  original 
lines. 

April  13. — ^The  enemy  concentrated  along  the  Nansemond,  erected 
heavy  batteries,  and  succeeded  in  blockading  the  river;  he  failed  in  all 
his  attempts  to  effect  a  crossing.  The  gunboats  and  our  batteries  were 
almost  incessantly  engaged  and  sev^eJ  times  silenced  the  enemy's 
batteries. 

AprU  19. — ^The  enemy  opened  on  the  gunboats  from  Fort  Huger.  A 
plan  was  immediately  agreed  upon  by  General  Getty  and  Lieutenant 
Lamson,  IT.  S.  Navy,  to  cross  the  river  and  attack  the  fort.  The  gun- 
boats and  batteries  opened  upon  it  impetuously.  In  the  mean  time  a 
detachment  from  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  and  firom  the 
Eighth  Connecticut  crossed  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones  and  stormed 
the  fortf  and  were  highly  successful,  capturing  five  pieces  of  artillery, 
two  20-ponnder  Parrotts  and  three  12  pounder  howitzers;  also  129  pris- 
oners, including  9  officers. 

AprU  20. — M^lor  Stratton,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  visited 
Elizabeth  City^  N.  C,  and  found  it  abandoned  by  our  forces. 

April  27. — ^A  reconnaissance  in  force  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  right 
flank  on  the  Edenton  road,  also  on  the  Somerton,  and  after  some  skir- 
mishing the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  rifle-pits  back  upon  his  main 
line.  Two  transports  ran  the  blockade  under  the  volunteer  pilotage  of 
Lieutenants  Bowe  and  Horton,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers. 
Many  shots  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  but  litde  damage  was  done  to  the 
Mteamcrs. 

AprU  28, 29,  amd  30.— Skirmishing  on  the  river  between  our  gunboats 
and  the  enemy. 

The  following  re-enforcements  arrived  during  the  month : 

AprU  12. — Ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  assigned  to  Getty's  division. 

April  14. — ^Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers,  assigned  to  Getty's  di- 
viaiou  ^transferred  April  28). 

April  16  and  17.^ — ^Two  brigades  assigned  to  Abercrombie's  division, 
consisting  of  eight  regiments;  one  regiment  transferred  to  General  Cor 
coran's  cUvision. 

AprU  13. — One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  as* 
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si^ed  ;o  Gdueial  Getty,  and  One  hundred  and  sixty -ninth  New  York 
Volanteers,  aligned  to  General  Corcoran. 

April  19. — ^Detachment  of  the  Thurd  New  York  Volunteers  and  the 
First  Delaware,  Sixteenth  and  Nineteenth  New  York  Batteries. 

April  17. — ^The  Ninth  Vermont  was  assigned  to  Geneial  Getty  and 
Iransferred,  April  24,  to  the  Reserve  Brigade.  The  Twenty -sixth  Michi- 
gan and  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York  assigned  to  General 
Corcoran. 

April  22. — ^The  Tenth  New  Jersey  was  assigned  to  General  Corcoran 
and  the  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  New  York  assigned  to  Reserve 
Brigade. 

The  following  officers  were  killed  and  wounded  during  the  month: 

April  8. — Captain  Bowdish,  commissary  of  subsistence;  killed  by  ac- 
cident on  the  railroad. 

April  12. — Lieut.  Col.  Edgar  A.  Kimball,  Ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers; killed  by  Brig.  Gen.  M.  Corcoran  while  on  duty. 

April  23.— Capt.  John  B.  White,  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volun- 
teers ;  wounded  by  rebel  sharpshooters. 

April  24.— Surg.  James  Wilson,  Ninety -ninth  New  York  Volunteers; 
wounded  by  rebel  sharpshooters.  Second  Lieut.  B.  Conron,  Thirteenth 
Indiana  Volunteers^  killed  in  skirmish  on  Somerton  road.  Col.  C.  Buell^ 
One  hun<  red  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers ;  wounded  in  skir- 
mish on  Somerton  road.  Maj.  Alonzo  Alden,Oue  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers ;  wounded  in  skirmish  on  Somerton  road. 

April  16.— Capt.  J.  McAnally,  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  New  York 
Volunteers;  wounded  in  the  skirmish  on  Edenton  road. 

April  24. — Second  Lieut.  T.  J.  Cantwell,  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth 
N^ew  York  Volunteers ;  wounded  in  the  skirmish  on  Edenton  road. 

Jfoy  1. — The  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  had  a  skirmish  with 
t;he  enemy  on  South  Quay  road,  near  Sufiblk.  Loss:  killed,  4;  wounded,  42. 

May  2. — ^Two  companies  of  the  Third  Pennsylvania  Artillery  reported. 

May 3, — Reconnaissance  on  the  Petersburg  road  by  General  Getty; 
^nemy  driven  from  their  rifle-pits  on  their  main  line.  Loss,  killed  and 
vounded,  60.  After  dark  the  enemy  abandoned  the  siege  of  Suffolk,  re- 
tiring in  haste  toward  the  Blackwater. 

May  4. — Colonel  Foster  commenced  pursuit  after  the  enemy,  coming  on 
:he  rear  guard  at  Leesville,  which  were  dispersed  and  most  of  them  cap- 
iired.  General  Corcoran  pnrsned  them  on  the  Edenton  road,  General 
Terry  on  the  South  Quay  road,  and  a  cavalry  detachment  on  the  Pet^ers- 
>urg  road,  but  all  were  unable  to  come  across  any  force.  Many  prisoners 
ivere  captured,  mostly  stragglers  (about  250),  including  4  oflicers.  One 
luudred  and  thirty  signifie^l  their  willingness  to  take  the  oath  of  ^le- 
fiance  and  were  sent  North. 


No.  3. 


R^)art  of  Capt  Charles  L,  Davis j  Eighty-second  Penns^ylvania  Infantry j 

Chief  Signal  Officer. 

Office  of  Chief  Signal  Offioeb,  Deft,  of  Va., 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.j  May  9, 1863. 

Colonel:  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the 
operations  of  the  Signal  Corps  in  the  siege  of  Sufiblk,  lasting  from 
April  11  to  May  2: 

For  some  months  past  I  have  had  a  signal  station  on  a  tree  near  the 
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erossing  of  the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  and  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Ball- 
roads,  to  which  the  pickets  on  the  Sonth  Qoay  and  Carrsville  roads  were 
instructed  to  report  for  orders  in  case  of  attack.  Through  this  station 
the  commanding  general  at  Snffolk  was  kept  informed  of  movements  on 
the  front  toward  the  Blackwater. 

This  station  stood  at  the  Junction  of  two  roads,  on  each  of  which  a 
company  of  cavcdry  was  stationed  1,200  yards  in  advance. 

At  3.30  p.  m.  April  11  a  contraband  reported  to  the  officer  (Lieuten- 
ant Thayer)  on  duty  at  this  station  that  the  enemy  was  advancing  in 
force  on  both  roads  and  only  a  few  miles  distant.  Through  the  extraor- 
dinary promptness  of  this  officer  this  information  was  immediately 
transmitted  to  General  Peck  by  Lieutenant  Strong,  who  received  it  by 
signals  at  Suffolk.  A  few  minutes  afterward  Lieutenant  Thayer  (notic- 
ing the  cavalry  soldiers  coming  in  at  a  ftirious  rate,  riding  barebacked) 
sent  to  General  Peck  by  signals  the  message,  ^*  Pickets  driven  in. 
Be-enforcements  needed." 

In  the  absence  of  a  commissioned  officer  to  command  the  in&ntry 
pickets  Lieutenant  Thayer  took  command  and  made  such  disposition 
of  them  as  he  thought  necessary  to  check  the  advance  of  the  enemy's 
vanguard  and  prevent  the  cutting  off  of  the  cavalry  pickets  on  the 
South  Quay  road. 

This  action  he  immediately  reported  by  signals  to  General  Peck,  and 
while  so  doing  the  enemy  opened  fire  with  their  sharpshooters  on  Lieu- 
tenant Thayer  and  his  flagmen  (Privates  A.  H.  Eames  and  W.  J.  Mott), 
who  were  located  in  the  top  of  a  high  tree  performing  their  duty,  and 
so  remained  until  the  arrival  of  a  regiment  of  cavalry,  when  Lieutenant 
Thayer  was  ordered  to  abandon  his  post  and  come  in. 

On  the  12th  1  was  notified  by  telegraph  that  signal  supplies  and  offi- 
cers were  needed  at  Suffolk.  The  supplies  were  promptly  sent,  and  I 
received  orders  from  the  commanding  general  of  the  department  to 
proceed  there  at  once,  taking  with  me  such  officers  as  could  be  spared 
firom  elsewhere. 

Communication  was  immediately  opened  by  Oaptain  Tamblyn  between 
the  signal  tower  (which  had  been  previously  erected  in  the  town  of  Suf- 
folk for  this  very  emergency)  and  the  fronts,  commanded  by  Generals 
Terry,  Corcoran,  and  Dodge.  These  lines  of  communication  were  con- 
stantly employed  in  transmitting  intelligence  as  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13tli  a  message  was  received  from  Lieutenant 
Strong,  OD  General  Terry's  front,  that  the  enemy  had  established  a  sig- 
nal station  at  the  junction  of  the  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  and  NorfoU: 
and  Petersburg  Railroads  and  were  signaling.  This  information  I  im- 
mediately gave  to  General  Peck,  and  was  directed  by  him  to  ascer- 
tain f^oiu  Captain  Lee  whether  he  could  shell  the  enemy  from  their 
position,  and  if  so,  dire<5t  him  to  do  it.  Captain  Lee,  from  his  gunbcMAt 
in  the  Nansemond  River,  immediately  opened  his  fire,  and  being  en- 
tirely unable  to  see  where  his  shot  stnick  on  account  of  the  intervening 
woodH  he  was  directed  in  his  firing  by  signals.  The  point  where  each 
shot  Mtrnck,  with  directions  as  to  change  of  range,  was  given  him  through 
signals  by  Lieutenant  Thayer,  who  noted  the  effect  of  each  shot  from 
the  tower  in  Suffolk  and  transmitted  the  same  to  Captain  Lee  by  sig- 
nals. After  firing  a  number  of  shots,  most  of  which  struck  well,  Lieu- 
tenant Thayer  signaled  to  Captain  Lee  that  the  enemy's  signal  station 
was  almndc  ned. 

On  the  14th  Lieutenant  Yoang,  stationed  at  headquarters  of  General 
Corcoran,  at  Fort  Union,  together  with  numerous  other  messages,  trans 
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mitted  the  information  fkt>m  General  Oorooran  to  General  Peek  that  tlie 
enemy  had  attacked  on  the  Somerton  road.  Promptly  orders  were 
retonied  to  General  Corcoran  to  open  fir^  These  messages  were  trans- 
mitted whUe  the  shells  of  the  enemy  were  falling  aroond  them  and  evi« 
dently  directed  at  the  signal  flag  of  Lientenant  Tonngi  who,  with  his  flag- 
man (Private  J.  W.  Brown),  exhibited  great  coolness  daring  the  attack. 

Ijhese  lines  of  commnnication  were  kept  open  and  transmitting  much 
valaable  information  nntU  the  16th,  when,  the  enemy  threatening  to 
cross  the  Nansemond  Biver  and  attack  onr  right  and  rear,  Gtoeral  Peck 
directed  commnnication  to  be  opened  with  General  Get^s  front  and 
the  forces  on  the  Nansemond.  Captain  Tamblyn  was  therefore  directed 
to  break  np  commnnication  with  the  other  fronts^as  of  less  importance 
and  open  a  line  down  the  Nansemond  Biver.  This  was  accomplished 
in  a  very  short  time,  and  the  line  was  constantly  used  in  transmitting 
important,  and,  in  some  cases,  confidential  messages  between  the  dn- 
ferent  stations.  This  line  was  composed  of  four  stations,  and  the  offi- 
cers and  men  operating  them  were  all  so  constantly  on  duty,  night  and 
day,  sleeping  and  eating  only  when  a  short  leisnre  wonld  permit,  that 
without  relief  some  of  them  most  have  soooambed  had  not  matters 
taken  a  change. 

This  line  of  communication  was  kept  open  and  (ontll  the  raising  oi 
the  siege  and  departure  of  the  enemy)  was  continually  useful. 

A  field  telegraph  train  would  have  been  of  eminent  utility  in  this 
locality,  and  I  shall  have  one  or  more  of  these  trains  at  my  disposal  hi 
a  few  days. 

In  closing  this  report  I  wish  to  state  that  officers  and  men  all  stood 
up  to  their  duty  nobly  and  when  nearly  worn-out  with  fatigue  by 
watching  and  working  night  and  da^  and  under  fire  of  the  enemy.  To 
Capt.  W.  Tamblyn,  acting  signal  officer,  the  senior  officer  of  that  part 
of  my  detachment  at  Suffolk,  great  credit  is  due  for  his  faithfhl  super* 
vision  of  affairs. 

Lieuts.  A.  M.  Thayer,  B.  P.  Strong,  George  F.  Tonng.  and  H.  B. 
Murray,  acting  signal  officers,  deserve  special  mention  for  naving  stood 
fiftithfully  to  their  duties  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

Flagmen  A.  H.  Fames,  W.  J.  Mott,  O.  H.  TreadweU,  and  J.  W. 
Brown  performed  their  duties  faithfully,  even  when  t^e  flag  they  held 
in  their  hands  was  the  special  mark  of  the  enemy. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  map,  showing  the  different  lines  of  communica- 
tion had  by  signals.  The  small  red  flags  indicate  the  stations  and  the 
dotted  lines  the  lines  of  commnnication  had  at  different  times. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

OHABLES  L.  DAVIS, 
Oaptadn  and  Ohitf  Signal  Officer^  Jk^rtmentqf  Virginia. 

Lieut.  OoL  Louis  H.  Pxlouzb,  A$9iita$U  A^ifniant'Omieral. 


Ka  4. 

Bq^crU  of  Mqf.  C^en.  John  J.  Peekj  U.  &  Army,  commanding  oe  Suffolk 

Hbadquabtebs  Unitbd  States  Fobobs, 

SuffoUe,  Va.j  Mag  5,  1863. 
OOLONBL:  Or  September  22,  1862, 1  was  ordered  to  Suffolk,  witk 
about  9,000  men,  to  repel  the  alvanoe  of  Generals  Pettigre  w  and  fimieh 
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fktnn  the  Blaekwater.  with  lff,000  men.  No  BxtifMaH  defenaee  were 
fimnd  nor  had  any  plan  been  piei>ared.  Situated  at  the  head  of  the 
Nanaemond  Biver,  with  the  railways  to  Petersborg  and  Weldon,  Suffolk 
is  the  key  to  all  the  approaches  to  the  mouth  of  the  James  Biver  on  the 
north  of  the  Dismal  Swamp.  Begarding  the  James  as  second  only  in 
importance  to  the  Mississippi  for  the  Confederates  and  believing  that 
sooner  or  later  they  would  withdraw  their  armies  fit>m  the  barren  wastes 
of  Northern  Virginia  to  the  line  of  the  James  and  attempt  the  recovery 
of  Portsmouth  and  Norfolk  as  ports  for  their  iron-dads  and  contraband 
trade,  I  prepared  a  ^stem,  and  on  the  26th  commenced  Fort  Diz.  From 
that  time  until  the  present  I  spared  no  pains  for  placing  the  line  of  the 
river  and  swamp  in  a  state  of  defense.  My  labors  alarmed  the  authori- 
ties at  Bichmond,  who  believed  1  was  preparing  a  base  for  a  grand 
movement  upon  the  rebel  capital,  and  the  whole  of  the  Blaokwater  was 
fortified,  as  well  as  Oypress  Swamp  and  Birchen  and  Ohipoak  Bivers. 
This  line  rests  upon  the  James  near  Fort  Powhatan. 

About  February  26  LieutenantrOenerai  Longstreet  was  detached  from 
Lee's  army  and  placed  in  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia,  with 
headquarters  at  Petersburg.  Of  his  corps,  15,000  were  on  the  Black- 
water  and  15,000  between  Petersburg  and  the  river,  near  the  railway. 
This  distribution  enabled  him  to  concentrate  in  twenty  four  hours  within 
a  few  miles  of  Suffolk  and  looked  threatening.  Beports  were  circulated 
and  letters  written  to  the  effect  that  Longstreet  was  in  South  Oarolina 
and  Tennessee  with  all  his  forces  with  the  view  of  throwing  me  off  my 
guard. 

My  information  was  reliable,  and  I  ftdly  advised  the  department  of  the 
presence  of  this  foroe,  and  on  March  14  Getty's  division  (Ninth  Corps) 
reported  for  duty.  Early  in  April  deserters  reported  troops  moving  to 
the  Blackwater,  that  many  bridges  were  being  constructed,  and  that  a 
pontoon  train  had  arrived  from  Petersburg. 

On  the  6th  I  was  advised  that  General  Foster  was  in  great  need  oi 
troops  and  asked  to  send  him  3,000.  I  replied  that  no  soldiers  ought 
to  liMive  the  department,  but  1  would  spare  that  number  provided  they 
could  be  supplied  at  short  notica 

On  the  lOtii,  at  4J30  p.  m.,  as  the  troop  train  was  leaving,  I  was  in- 
formed of  the  contents  of  a  captured  maU  by  General  Vide  to  the  effect 
that  General  Longstareet  would  attack  me  at  once  with  from  40,000  to 
00,000;  that  he  had  maps,  plans,  and  a  statement  of  my  force,  and  that 
General  Hill  would  coK>perate. 

On  the  11th  Hood's  division  followed  up  my  cavalry,  returning  from 
Blackwater  on  the  South  Quay  road«  and  about  4  p.  m.  captured,  with- 
out a  shot,  the  cavalry  outposts.  Others  followed  on  other  roads  and  a 
surprise  in  open  day  was  attempted.  The  signal  officers,  under  Cap- 
tain Tamblyn,  rendered  most  signal  service.  Lieutenant  Thayer  held 
his  station  for  a  long  time  in  spite  of  the  riflemen  about  him. 

On  the  12th,  about  noon,  Picketfs  division  advanced  on  the  Somerton 
and  Jenkins'  on  the  Edenton  road,  and  a  large  column  on  the  river  by 
the  Providence  Church  road.  Much  fine  skirmishing  took  place  on  aU 
these  roads,  but  the  pickets  were  pressed  back  and  the  enemy  was  not 
checked  until  he  came  witiiin  artillery  range.  He  sustained  some  loss 
and  fell  back  a  few  miles  to  his  line  of  battie. 

On  the  13th  the  enemy  skirmished  with  our  light  troops  on  all  the  ap- 
proaches. On  the  Somerton,  Colonel  Foster  handled  him  very  roughly, 
driving  him  back  and  restoring  Ids  picket  line  at  sundown.  On  the 
river  the  contest  was  sharp  and  long,  but  the  batteries  and  gunboats 
held  tiie  enemy  at  bay. 
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On  the  14th  Lieatenant  Cnshing,  U.  S.  Favy,  was  hotly  engaged  fbr 
se^'eral  hours  with  a  large  force  at  the  montii  of  the  West  Branch.  His 
loss  was  severe,  bat  the  enemy  suffered  mach  and  had  some  artillery  dis- 
mounted. The  enemy  opened  a  ten-gun  battery  near  the  Norfleet  house 
for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  gunboats  and  of  covering  a  crossing. 
Lieutenant  Lamson,  with  the  Mount  Washington,  West  End,  and  Step- 
ping Stones,  engaged  tbe  battery  for  some  hours  in  the  most  gaUant 
manner,  but  was  compelled  to  drop  down  to  the  West  Branch.  The 
Mount  Washington,  completely  riddled  and  disabled,  grounded,  as  did 
the  West  End,  and  both  were  towed  off  by  the  Stepping  Stones.  The 
rudder  of  the  Alert  was  broken.  Several  batteries  on  the  river  were 
opened  with  fine  effect  and  others  were  pushed  with  all  dispatch  toward 
completion.  More  or  less  skirmishing  and  artillery  fire  on  all  portions 
of  the  lines.  In  the  uight  the  Smith  Briggs,  lying  near  my  headquar- 
ters, was  attacked,  but  Captain  Lee  and  the  guns-of  the  draw-bridge 
repulsed  the  enemy. 

On  the  15th  the  force  between  Suffolk  and  West  Branch  was  reported 
by  the  best  authorities  at  IOjOOO,  with  a  pontoon  train  under  the  imme- 
diate command  of  General  French.  About  noon  our  batteries,  undei 
the  direction  of  General  Getty,  below  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek,  were 
warmly  engaged  with  the  Norfleet  battery.  Four  of  the  rebel  20-poundei 
rifles  were  dismounted  and  the  battery  was  silenced.  A  party  sent  out 
on  the  Edenton  road  captured  the  camp  equipage  of  one  regiment.  Fear 
of  an  ambuscade  prevented  taking  of  many  prisoners. 

On  the  17th  Major  Stratton,  with  a  force  of  cavalry,  held  South  Mills, 
which  is  the  key  to  nearly  all  the  approaches  from'  North  Carolina  on 
the  south  side  of  the  Dismal  Swamp.  There  was  much  skirmishing  on 
all  the  avenues  of  approach  with  some  field  artillery.  General  Terry's 
ft-ont  was  much  annoyed  from  the  first  day  by  the  near  approach  of 
riflemen.  Under  his  orders  the  enemy  was  signally  punished.*  Gen- 
eral French's  engineer  was  taken  prisoner  by  Lieutenant  Gushing's 
pickets.  He  was  laying  out  works  and  had  a  map  of  Suffolk,  which  he 
tore  to  pieces. 

Go  the  18th  the  enemy  was  very  active  in  throwing  up  new  batteries 
and  rifle-pits  along  the  river.  A  heavy  one  was  in  progress  near  the 
mouth  of  West  Branch  on  Hill's  Point.  Admiral  Lee,  U.  S.  Navy,  or- 
dered all  the  boats  out  of  the  Upper  Nansemond,  lest  they  should  be 
destroyed,  leaving  the  whole  defense  of  the  river  to  the  land  forces. 
The  admiral  wa«  urged  to  reconsider  his  orders.  Upon  my  representa- 
tion the  order  was  temporarily  suspended. 

On  the  19th,  about  dusk,  General  Getty  and  Lieutenant  Lamson  ex- 
ecuted most  successfully  a  plan  whic.h  had  been  agreed  upon  for  cross- 
ing the  river  and  capturing  Battery  Huger  at  the  mouth  of  the  West 
Branch.  The  Eighty-uiuth  New  York  and  Eighth  Connecticut  were 
taken  over  on  the  Stepping  Stones.  Five  pieces  of  artillery,  9  officers, 
and  120  soldiers  were  captured.  It  was  well  conceived  and  ably  con- 
ducted, and  reflects  great  honor  on  the  combined  arms.  Lieutenant 
Lamson  suggested  the  enter] »rise,  landed  with  four  of  his  howitzers, 
and  played  a  brilliant  part.  Captain  Stevens  was  conspicuous  for  his 
gallant  (^mduct  in  this  affair  and  deserves  mention ;  also  Lieutenants 
McKechnie  and  Faxon,  aides  of  General  Getty. 

On  the  20th  Major  Stratton  visited  Elizabeth  Oity,N.  C,  and  found 

*  Return  of  Terry'H  brigade,  First  DiviBion,  Seventh  Army  Corpe,  for  April,  1863. 
gives  the  following  cttsaafties  iD  this  affisir  of  the  17th:  Tbiee  pnyates  killed  And  10 
wounded. 
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it  abandoned  by  oar  troops.  He  ibond  (General  Longstreet^s  pickets  in 
the  vicinity  of  Sandy  Cross. 

On  the  2]  St  the  command  was  highly  honored  by  a  visit  from  Major- 
General  Halleck,  Commander-in-Chief,  accompanied  by  Major-General 
Dix. 

On  the  22d  a  heavy  rainstorm  commenced,  suspending  all  fatigue 
labors,  but  adding  materially  to  the  strength  of  the  swamp  on  the  left 
flank. 

On  the  24th  a  demonstration  was  made  upon  the  enemy's  right  flank, 
on  the  Edenton  road,  under  General  Corcoran  and  Colonels  Foster  ana 
Spear,  while  a  feint  was  made  on  the  Somerton  by  Colonel  Buehler.  The 
enemy  was  driven  in  confusion  from  all  his  advance  points  and  rifle- 
pits  back  upon  his  main  line  of  defense  behind  the  dam  and  swamp  at 
Darden's  Mill.  A  force  estimated  at  about  1,500  was  believed  to  be 
massed  on  that  front.  The  object  of  the  move  was  attained  and  the  com- 
mand withdrawn.  Colonels  Beach,  Drake,  and  Murphy  ha4l  ])ro visional 
brigades,  and  handled  them  extremely  well ;  Captain  Simpson  com- 
manded the  artillery. 

On  the  25th  information  was  received  of  the  arrival  of  heavy  artillery 
from  Petersburg.  Troops  were  reported  on  this  side  of  the  Chowan,  on 
the  way  from  General  Hill,  under  General  Gamett. 

On  the  27th  Major  Stratton  occupied  Camden  Court-House  and 
burned  a  ferry-boat  of  the  enemy's.  Rebels  were  very  active  at  night, 
chopping,  moving  troops,  and  signaling.  A  new  battery  of  three  guns 
was  opened  by  them  below  the  Norfleet  Battery.  Chopping  parties 
were  broken  up  by  the  Redan  and  Mansfield  Battery.  They  reoccupied 
the  HilPs  Point  Battery  in  the  night.  The  steamers  Commerce  and 
Swan,  under  the  volunteer  pilotage  of  Lieutenants  Rowe  and  Horton, 
of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  ran  down  past  the  batteries 
In  the  night,  but  not  without  many  shots.  These  officers  are  entitled  to 
much  credit  for  this  service. 

On  the  28th  Suffolk  was  visited  by  a  heavy  storm.  A  rebel  work  for 
several  guns  was  discovered  on  the  river. 

On  the  29th  the  Hon.  Secretary  of  State,  W.  H.  Seward,  paid  a  visit, 
in  company  with  Major-General  Dix,  to  this  command. 

Un  the  30th,  early  in  the  morning,  the  enemy  opened  with  one  Whit- 
worth,  one  .SO  and  one  35  pounder  Parrott.  Toward  night  they  opened 
fire  upon  the  Commodore  Barney,  and  the  battery  was  silenced  by  the 
Barney  (Lieutenant  Cushing,  U.  S.  Navy)  and  Captain  Morns,  battery 
in  Fort  Stevens. 

Map  1. — ^There  was  a  sharp  skirmish  on  General  Terry's  front  about 
5  p.  III.*  The  euemj',  re-enforced  largely,  was  held  in  check  from  the  guns 
of  Nansemoud,  South  Quay,  and  Rosecrans  with  considerable  loss. 
Another  brigade  firom  North  Carolina  was  reported  to  have  joined  Long- 
street. 

May  3. — A  reconnaissance  in  force  was  made  by  Genci  als  Getty  and 
Harland  on  the  enemy's  left  flank.  The  troops  crossed  at  9  a.  m.,  at 
the  draw-bridge,  under  the  fire  of  Battery  Mansfield,  the  Onondaga, 
and  the  Smith  Briggs,  and  seized  the  plateau  near  Prudeu's  house  in 
spite  of  sharpshooters  in  the  rifle-pits,  orchards,  and  woods.  The  ad- 
vance was  slow,  every  inch  being  hotly  contested.  The  movement  re- 
sulted in  bringing  heavy  re-enforcements  for  the  enemy,  liis  numbers 
and  artillery  failed  to  check  the  troops.    By  night  the  enemy  was  massed 

*  Ueturu  of  the  Seyenth  Army  Corps,  Dopartment  of  Virginia,  for  the  month  ol 
May,  1863,  gives  the  loss  in  this  affair  as  follows :  Four  kiUed  and  42  wounded,  all  oi 
the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  InDuktiy. 
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on  his  strong  lii  e  of  intrenchmentB  and  under  the  ilie  of  a  nameromi 
artillery.  The  purpose  of  the  movement  having  been  attained|  the 
troops  were  directed  to  remain  on  the  groand  awaiting  events. 

In  eo^jnuction  with  the  above,  M%jor  Orosby  orossed  the  Nansemond 
near  Sleepy  Hole  with  the  Twenty -first  Oonnecticat,  a  section  of  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  eleven  moonted  rifles.  At  4  a.  m.  poshed 
on  and  occapied  Ghnckatnck,  driving  out  300  rebel  cavalry.  He  skir- 
mished all  the  way  to  Beed's  Ferry,  captoring  16  prisoners,  and  then 
retomed  to  the  river  onder  cover  of  the  gonboats.  At  the  same  time 
Oolonel  Datton  crossed  in  bcMtts  and  occapied  Hill's  Point  with  the 
Fourth  Bhode  Island,  a  portion  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth 
New  York,  and  a  detachment  from  the  Oommodore  Barney.  He  ad- 
vanced some  distance,  but  was  met  by  a  superior  force  posted  strongly 
in  the  woods,  and  after  much  skirmishing  returned  upon  Hill's  Point, 
from  which  the  enemy  could  not  dislodge  him. 

I  again  take  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  valuable  servi^  of  Lieu- 
tenants Gushing,  Lamson,  and  Harris,  U.  S.  Navy.  These  officers  rui- 
dered  every  assistance  in  their  power  in  crossing  the  river.  Lieutenant 
Gushing  sent  a  boat  howitzer  and  detachment  with  the  Fourth  Bhode 
Island,  under  Golonel  Dutton. 

I  regret  to  state  that  Golonel  Bingold,  of  the  One  hundred  and  third 
New  York,  lost  his  life  from  two  wounds  while  leading  on  his  men  in 
the  most  gallant  manner.    He  was  a  meritorious  officer. 

May  4. — About  9  p.  m.  on  the  3d  the  enemy  commenced  retiring 
upon  the  Blackwater.  His  strong  Une  of  pickets  prevented  deserters 
and  contrabands  from  getting  through  with  the  information  until  he  had 
several  hours  the  start.  Generals  Gorcoran  and  Dodge  were  promptly 
in  pursuit  on  the  Edenton  road  while  Golonel  Foster  followed  upontiie 
Somerton.  By  6  a.  m.  Golonel  Foster  was  pressing  the  rear  of  a  formida- 
ble column  on  the  old  road  near  LeesviUe.  He  was  compelled,  from  the 
smallness  of  his  force,  to  wait  for  the  command  under  General  Gorcoran 
and  could  not  again  strike  the  column  before  it  reached  the  river. 
The  cavalry  of  Golonels  Spear  and  Onderdonk  were  pushed  on  numer- 
ous roads,  and  rendered  valuable  services  in  procuring  information  and 
capturing  prisoners. 

Thus  ends  the  present  investment  or  siege  of  Suffolk,  which  had  for 
its  objects  the  recovery  of  the  whole  country  south  of  the  James  ex- 
tending to  the  Albemarle  Sound  in  North  Garolina,  the  ports  of  Nor- 
folk and  Portsmouth,  80  miles  of  new  railroad  iron,  the  equipments  of 
two  roads,  and  the  capture  of  all  the  United  States  forces  and  property 
with  some  thousands  of  contrabands. 

General  Longstreet  finding  that  an  assault  at  the  outside  upon  works 
defended  by  oue-half  his  own  force  would  be  expensive  and  uncertain, 
and  having  failed  in  turning  either  flank,  decided  to  besiege  the  place 
and  asked  for  re-enforcements ;  probably  not  less  than  two  divisions 
Joined  frt>m  General  Hill.  The  works  constructed  are  on  the  most 
extensive  scale  and  in  the  most  approved  manner. 

The  rules  and  regulations  prescribed  by  military  authorities  for  the 
conduct  of  siege  operations  have  been  observed.  Some  idea  may  be 
formed  of  this  so-styled  foraging  expedition  when  I  state  that  not  less 
than  10  miles  of  batteries,  covered-ways,  and  rifle-pits  have  been 
thrown  up;  most  of  the  artilleiy  was  protected  by  embrasures;  the 
parapets  were  from  12  to  15  feet  in  thickness  and  well  revetted,  while 
the  covered  ways  were  from  8  to  10  feet.  Longstreet  had  a  wire  laid 
i^m  the  Blackwater,  and  telegraphed  arrangements  throughout  his 
lines. 
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We  have  taken  Ave  pieoeB  of  the  flBunons  Faaqnier  ArtilltTy,  about 
400  prisonerak  some  riflea,  and  oamp  eqoipage.  Probably  500  or  000 
have  hten  killed  and  wonnded  and  500  nave  desertedi  m  wng  a  total 
loss  of  at  leaat  1{500. 

Our  own  killed  is  44  j  wounded,  202,  and  missing,  14.    Total.  260.* 

All  the  marak^  prestige,  and  gloiy  belong  to  the  patient  ana  brave 
officers  and  men  of  Uie  Federal  Army. 

Besides  these  brilliant  results^  this  command  has  held  the  masses  of 
the  enemy  around  Suffolk  in  oraer  that  General  Hooker  might  securo 
the  crowning  victory  of  the  war,  and  it  is  entitled  to  a  sharo  of  the  glory 
that  may  accrue  to  his  arms.  My  thanks  are  due  all  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  have  worked  cheerftdly  and  patriotically  on  these  fortifica- 
tions.   They  now  see  that  their  labors  aro  not  in  vain. 

The  truth  of  history  requires  that  I  should  state  that  a  small  portion 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  became  homesick  and  dis- 
contented, and  said  that  they  came  to  flght  and  not  to  dig.  This  feel- 
ing was  seized  upon  by  politicians,  and  since  the  adjournment  of  th€ 
Senate  I  have  been  advised  that  efforts  were  made  to  defeat  my  con- 
firmation in  consequence  thereof!  Soldiers  who  love  their  country  will 
cheerfully  perform  any  duty  assigned  them;  men  who  know  how  to 
build  fortifications  will  know  how  to  defend  or  assault  them.  It  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  the  principal  rebel  successes  have  been  behind 
intronchments,  as  at  Manassas,  Fredericksburg,  Richmond,  Vicksburg, 
Gharleeton,  &o. 

It  is  an  unpleasant  duty  to  state  that  most  of  the  Ninth  New  York, 
Oolonel  ELawkins,  left  this  command  on  the  3d^  by  expiration  of  their 
term  of  service,  while  their  comrades  were  actively  engaged  with  the 
enemy.  It  can  be  regarded  only  as  an  unfortunate  termination  of  a 
hitiierto  brilliant  career  of  service. 

To  Generals  Corcoran,  Terry,  Dodge,  and  Harland,  and  Oolonels 
Dutton  and  Gibbs,  commanding  fkt>nts  or  lines;  Oolonels  Spear  and 
Onderdonk,  of  tiie  cavahry ;  Oolonels  Gumey  and  Wardrop,  command- 
ing reeerves,  and  Oaptain  FoUett,  chief  of  artillery,  I  am  under  very 
great  obligations  for  tiie  able,  fiuthftil,  judicious,  and  cheerfhl  discharge 
of  every  duty  incident  to  their  important  positions. 

Genrnd  Getty  was  intrusted  with  tiie  river  line  below  the  Onondaga 
Battery,  the  key  of  the  position  and  about  8  miles  in  len^— a  very  diffi- 
cult hue  to  defend  against  an  enterprising  enemy  acquainted  with  every 
l^-path  and  guided  by  owners  of  tiie  soil.  His  responsibilities  were  of 
the  highest  order,  and  the  labors  of  his  troops  were  incessant.  Under  his 
vigilant  supervision  eveiything  was  done  that  could  be  for  the  security 
of  the  right  flank,  and  the  enemy  was  foiled  in  all  plans  for  crossing. 

Ool.  B.  S.  Foster,  of  Indiana,  commanding  brigade  and  a  portion  of 
the  ftont,  added  ftesh  laurels  to  the  high  reputation  which  he  estab- 
li^ed  in  West  Virginia  and  on  tiie  Peninsula.  He  was  at  home  in  grand 
skirmishes,  and  the  enemy  always  recoiled  before  him. 

General  CK>rdon  repcnrted  three  days  before  the  conclusion  of  the  siege 
and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  tiie  Reserve  Division.  His  long 
and  varied  ezperiem^  rendered  his  judgment  of  great  value,  and  I  re- 
gret that  he  has  been  called  to  another  field. 

My  thanks  are  due  (General  Viele,  of  Norfolk,  for  the  prompt  trans- 
mission of  important  intelligence  and  for  the  alacrity  with  which  my 
mils  were  responded, 

*  But  SM  nvlMd  itaJMBMilfc  Ob  9B8l 
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Oaptain  Ladlow,  qiiart<enna0t6r  at  Norfolk,  deflerves  mention  for  hk 
untiring  efforts  in  forwarding  the  main  bnlk  of  supplies  for  the  army. 

The  medical  department,  nnder  the  able  management  of  Dr.  Hand, 
was  in  excellent  working  order  and  equal  to  every  emergency.    The 
wounded  were  promptly  cared  for  and  spared  all  unnecessary  suffering. 
The  commissary  department  was  admirably  managed  by  the  late  Cap 
tain  Bowdish,  and  since  his  death  by  Captain  Felt 

Colonel  Murphy  commanded  brigade;  Colonel  Drake,  Fort  Union; 
Colonel  EEawkins,  Fort  Nansemond;  Captain  Sullivan,  Fort  Halleck; 
Colonel  Davis,  the  Draw-Bridge  Battery ;  Colonel  Worth,  Batteiy  Mans- 
field; Colonel  Thorp,  the  Bedan  and  Bosecrans;  Captain  Johnson,  Ba^ 
tery  Monday;  Colonel  England,  Battery  Montgomery;  Colonel  Pease, 
Battery  Stevens,  and  Colonel  McEvily,  Fort  Dix,  with  ability,  and  their 
troops  were  always  ready  for  the  enemy. 

Major  Stratton,  Bleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  was  at  South  Mills 
watching  the  operations  of  the  troops  from  Carolina.  By  his  discretion 
and  energy  the  rebels  were  prevented  from  penetrating  the  Dismal 
Swamp. 

Captain  Tamblyn,  Lieutenants  Seabury,  Toung,  Thayer,  Strong,  and 
Murray,  of  the  Signal  Corps,  have  been  indefatigable  day  and  night  and 
of  the  greatest  service  in  their  department.  Captain  Davis  shares  the 
above  commendation  for  the  few  days  he  was  here. 

The  conduct  of  Lientenant-Coionel  Nixon,  Ninety-ninth  New  York ; 
of  Captaiu  Morris, Lieuteuauts  Hasbrouck,  Hunt,  Whitue.v,and  Beecher, 
of  the  artillery ;  Lieutenants  James,  Graut,  Macardle,  Soederquist,  and 
Burleson,  on  engineer  duty;  of  Lieutenant  Buttz,  assistant  provost 
marshal,  and  of  Major  VVetherill,  was  conspicuous.  Major  Stewart,  of 
the  Engineer  Corps,  joined  for  a  few  days,  evincing  the  same  lively 
interest  which  characterized  his  valuable  services  on  the  Peninsula. 

The  command  is  mainly  indebted  to  the  provost-marshal,  Major  Smith, 
of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York,  for  the  good  order  and 
cleanliness  which  has  prevailed  in  town  and  camp. 

The  co-operation  of  the  gunboats,  under  Lieutenants  Cushing,  Lam- 
son,  and  Harris,  IT.  S.  Navy,  sent  by  Admiral  Lee,  has  been  very 
effective,  and  I  take  great  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  gallant  serv- 
ices of  their  officers  and  crews.  The  army  gunboats  Smith  Briggs  and 
West  End,  commanded  by  Captain  Lee  and  Lieutenant  Bowe,  proved 
invaluable.  The  Smith  Briggs  was  for  many  days  the  only  boat  above 
the  West  Branch,  in  consequence  of  the  order  of  Admiral  Lee. 

My  pernonal  staff  have  all  earned  a  place  in  this  record  by  their  zeal, 
fidelity,  and  unremitting  labors  day  and  night,  increased  by  ;**jurie8 
which  I  sustained  from  the  fall  of  my  horse.  Their  claims  to  prouiotion 
were  established  long  before  the  siege  of  Suffolk.  Maj.  B.  B.  Foster,  as- 
sistant adjutant- general ;  Capt  George  S.  Dodge,  quartermaster ;  Lieuts. 
Charles  B.  Stirling  and  James  D.  Cutwater,  aides-de-camp :  Lieut.  A.  B. 
Johnson,  ordnance  officer,  and  Lieut.  James  D.  Mahon,  judge  advocate. 

Doubtless  many  names  have  been  omitted,  but  discrimination  is  im- 
possible where  all  have  done  so  weU. 

For  the  conclusion  is  reserved  the  agreeable  duty  of  testifying  to  the 
cordial  and  efficient  support  I  have  ever  received  frx)m  Msyor-Oeneral 
Diz.  No  requt'St  or  suggestion  has  ever  escaped  his  attention,  and 
most  of  my  requirements  have  been  anticipated  by  his  liberal  and  com* 
prehensive  policy. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M€ifor-€hi$raL 

OoL  D.  T.  Yak  Bxtbbn,  A.  A.  Q.j  Ikpt.  qf  Va. 
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Hbadqttabtebs, 
New  Berne,  N.  0.,  December  Id,  1863. 

General  :  My  ezcase  for  this  trespass  apoD  yoar  most  valuable  time 
is  that  I  have  been  nuofficially  advised  that  Admiral  Lee  has  endeav- 
ored to  depreciate  the  importance  of  Lougstreet's  campaign  against  me. 

This  is  very  singular,  for  he  did  not  visit  Sufiblk  during  the  nine 
monUis  I  was  in  command,  and  saw  nothing  of  my  system  of  fortifica- 
tions or  of  Longstreet's,  the  development  of  which  was  from  9  to  10 
miles.  His  headquarters  were  at  Newport  News,  some  30  miles  from 
mine.  His  views  were  based  entirely  upon  the  impressions  of  young 
and  inexperienced  subordinates,  whose  vision  was  limited  to  short  dis- 
tances beyond  the  gunboat  decks. 

On  April  20,  thirteen  days  before  the  conclusion  of  the  siege,  he 
ordered  all  the  boats  to  Hill's  Point  for  safety,  7  miles  from  Suilblk, 
against  which  I  protested,  and  some  shar])  correspondence  ensued. 
Asides  the  distance  the  densely -wooded  banks  of  the  Nansemond  were 
unfavorable  for  forming  a  judgment  of  the  numbers  and  labors  of  the 
enemy,  everywhere  screened  in  timber.  The  whole  country  wajs  one  vast 
forest,  out  of  which  I  had  to  cut  a  field  of  fire  for  my  artillery.  Admiral 
Lee  thinks  that  Longstreet  brought  a  force  of  negroes  for  building  his 
extensive  line  of  works.  On  his  arrival  the  negroes  ceased  to  come  into 
my  lines,  and  parties  were  sent  out  to  bring  them  in  for  intbrmation, 
but  without  success. 

After  his  repulse  on  May  3  and  night  retreat  some  blacks  escaped 
from  Franklin  and  informed  me  that  all  the  contrabands,  except  servants 
and  drivers,  were  left  at  Franklin,  across  the  Black  water,  to  prevent 
their  escape.  They  also  stated  that  they  prayed  very  loud  that  ^*  Massa 
Longstreet  might  be  whipped  by  you  folks." 

Captain  Lamson,  one  of  the  most  gallant  officers  in  the  U.  8.  Navy, 
commanded  the  flotilla  in  the  Upper  Nansemond,  and  was  on  the  staff 
of  the  acting  admiral.  He  says  he  made  a  complete  examination,  during 
two  days,  of  Longstreet's  lines  after  his  retreat,  and  changed  his  opinion 
and  so  told  the  lulmiral :  he  estimated  the  rebel  force  from  35,000  to 
50,000.  Major-General  Dix  was  over  my  lines,  including  the  Nanse- 
mond, every  alternate  day,  and  had  favorable  opportunities  for  judg- 
ing ;  he  says  some  35,000.  General  Gordon  states  that  the  works  he 
examined  could  not  have  been  made  by  less  than  30,000. 

Major-General  Reyes  concluded  my  situation  was  so  critical  that  I 
ought  to  evacuate  the  lines  to  save  the  troops  from  capture.  On  my 
positive  refusal  he  called  for  two  corps.  He  estimated  40,000  prior  to 
Hill's  arrival. 

A  mail,  with  several  hundred  letters,  was  taken,  showing  that  Hill 
was  to  co-operate,  and  that  they  had  a  statement  of  my  force,  artillery, 
and  a  map  of  the  works. 

General  Hooker  telegraphed  that  his  reliable  spy  in  Richmond  ad- 
vised that  Jeff.  Davis  had  ordered  Hill  to  leave  North  Carolina  and 
join  Longstreet  at  Suffolk.  All  prisoners,  deserters,  and  Union  people 
agreed  as  to  this  co-opNcration. 

About  April  26  a  division  arrived  from  Little  Washington,  having 
crossed  the  Chowan  near  Gatesville.  General  Hill  joined  with  his  en- 
tire command  on  May  1,  by  way  of  Weldon,  Franklin,  and  Holland's 
Comers.    Hill's  letter  to  Longstreet,  asking  ordei-s,  is  in  my  possession. 

General  Dix  employed  a  spy  to  visit  the  armies  of  Longstreet  and 
Lee  in  February  and  March.  He  was  two  weeks  in  Longstreet's  lines 
and  longer  in  Lee's.    Through  a  friend  in  the  War  Office  in  Richmond 
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he  was  allowed  entire  freedom  in  the  camps  and  sold  hie  goods  to  crflioen 
and  men  on  credit  He  reported  28,000  to  30,000  in  Much  in  my  gen- 
eral front  and  one  hondred  and  nine  regiments,  of  some  84,000,  in  the 
army  of  Lee.  Then  28,000,  with  the  forces  of  Hill  from  North  Oarolina, 
represent  generally  the  mass  opposed  to  me.  My  effective  force  for 
some  days  was  14,028.  I  asked  for  one  division  only.  For  a  fow  days 
I  had  aboat  29,000  effeotiTes  on  a  line  from  below  Hill's  Point,  on  the 
river,  extending  across  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  of  at  least  15  miles  in 
lengui,  with  a  detachment  of  the  same  at  South  Mills,  SO  mUes  distant, 
the  key  to  the  soathem  approaches  of  the  swamp. 

The  campaign  will  be  clear  when  it  is  stated  that  Hill  was  to  make 
noisy  and  fdrions  demonstrations  in  Carolina,  for  the  purpose  of  induc- 
ing General  Foster  to  call  for  troops  from  Virginia.  Accordingly, 
Pettigrew  appeared  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Berne  and  Hill  attacked  or 
cannonaded  Washington. 

Onr  casualties  were  6  at  New  Berne,  but  I  have  foiled  to  learn  that 
any  occurred  at  Washington.  Ten  thousand  were  asked  for  General 
Foster,  and  I  was  caXkeia  upon  to  contribute  from  my  15,000  on  the 
10th  ApriL  Against  my  judgment  I  consented  to  send  3,000,  and  they 
were  on  the  troop  train.  Longstreet  was  advised  of  this  detachment 
in  a  few  hours  and  advanced  that  very  night  With  your  approvfd  I 
brought  back  the  3,000  at  dusk,  and  veiy  luckily  for  our  aflbirs  in  that 
quarter. 

The  operations  about  Su£Bolk,  ending  May  4,  were  suddenly  edipsect  in 
the  night  of  general  gloom  and  painfm  anxiety  which  attended  Hooker's 
great  disaster  at  Ch^cellorsville.  Attention  was  not  again  awakened 
upon  that  field,  and  the  campaign  has  been  imperfectly  understood  by 
the  public. 

I  desire  to  thank  you  for  the  liberal  support  sent  me  at  8u£Bolk« 
With  sentiments  of  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PEOK. 

M%|or-General  Haulbox, 


THE  OALLAirr  OAMPAIOK  AT  SUFFOLK. 

in  our  recent  articles  traced  the  progress  of  the  war  in  the 
Southwest,  in  Tennessee,  and  in  North  Carolina,  we  follow  them  up 
Uds  morning  by  a  review  of  the  short  and  exciting  campaign  about 
Suffolk.  Tins  campaign,  in  presence  of  some  of  the  vast  events  of  the 
war,  appears  to  be  nothing  more  than  an  episode,  but  in  onr  Judgment 
it  is  entitied  to  considerate  prominence.  It  must  be  remembered  that 
the  military  authorities  charged  with  the  occupation  of  Norfolk  estab- 
lished an  important  post  at  a  considerable  distance  to  the  southwest  of 
that  city — at  SnfiEblk,  where  the  Petersburg  and  Norfolk  Bailroad  in- 
tersects the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  Bailroad,  leading  to  Weldoii,  N.  0. 
Suffolk  is  aiso  at  the  head  of  navigation  on  the  Nansemond  JEtiver, 
which  empties  into  the  James  Biver  near  its  mouth.  From  this  post 
the  National  troops  were  enabled  to  operate  to  a  distance  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  south  side  of  Virginia,  keepinfi^  the  country  comparatively 
dear  of  guerrillas,  contraband  traders,  and  spies,  and  tiius  more  eflbct- 
ually  guarding  Norfidk. 
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For  a  long  while  the  rebel  leaders  at  Biohmond  peimitted  this  oocn 
pancy  by  the  TJDion  forces  to  pass  without  interference,  althoagh  it  was 
exceedingly  unpalatable  to  their  adherents  in  the  country  occupied. 
Within  the  last  two  or  three  weeks,  however,  for  reasons  that  may  ap- 
pear in  the  sequel,  they  detached  a  heavy  force,  under  their  pet  gen- 
eral— Longstreet — ^to  recover  Suffolk  and  to  bring  Norfolk  once  more 
under  the  sway  of  the  rebellion.  The  movement  commenced  about  the 
same  time  with  that  of  General  Hill  against  Qeneral  Foster's  garrison 
at  Washington,  N.  C,  and  the  two  were  unquestionably  intended  to 
co-operate  with  each  other. 

Having  massed  some  38,000  men  behind  the  Blaokwater  Biver  Oen- 
end  Longstreet  began  the  execution  of  his  plan  on  the  10th  instant  by 
crossing  his  grand  army  over  that  stream  by  means  of  Ave  pontoon 
bridges. 

On  the  next  night  his  advance  drove  in  our  pickets  in  Aront  of  Suf- 
folk,  and  the  situation  of  our  forces  began  to  look  serious. 

Tne  rebel  plan  was  to  cut  the  Nansemond  Biver  some  6  miles  or  so 
below  SuffolL  on  our  riffht  flank,  while  another  force  was  to  be  thrown 
against  the  Norfolk  Baiboad,  on  our  left  flank  and  rear,  and,  thus  sur- 
rounded, General  Peck's  entire  army  and  the  city  of  Norfolk  were  to 
fidl  a  rich  and  easy  prize  into  the  handjs  of  the  enemy.  It  so  happened, 
however,  that  two  matters  over  which  the  rebel  chieftains  could  exer- 
cise but  little  control  interfered  to  defeat  the  scheme.  In  the  first  place 
General  Peck,  who  was  in  command  of  the  National  force,  was  entirely 
too  vigilant,  too  active,  and  too  enterprising  for  General  LoDgstreet; 
and  in  the  second  place  Genend  Foster's  resolute  resistance  against 
Hill  at  Washington,  N.  0.,  where  the  latter  stubbornly  persisted  in 
holdiog  out  after  his  adversary  claimed  that  he  was  hopelessly  cut  oflE^ 
prevented  Hill  from  coming  up  in  time  to  execute  his  shfo^  of  t&e  grand 
achievement.  Nevertheless,  General  Longstreet  went  at  his  plan  with 
energy,  and  from  April  11,  when  he  first  drove  in  our  pickets,  until 
Tue^ay  last  he  kept  up  lui  incessant  series  of  attacks  of  the  most 
harassing  and  vexatious  character  to  General  Peck's  troops.  He  rushed 
his  squadrons  of  cavalry  against  our  lines  in  one  place  and  established 
batteries  of  field  artillery  to  sweep  the  Nansemond  Biver  at  others.  He 
maneuvered  to  overwhelm  us  here  and  fiank  us  there,  and  in  every  way 
endeavored  to  penetrate  our  lines,  but  was  baffled  in  every  attempt  by 
the  watchfhlness,  activity,  endurance,  skill,  and  courage  of  General 
Peck  and  his  brave  companions  in  arms. 

Among  those  who  were  conspicuous  on  our  side  C^eneral  Gtotty, 
Colonel  Foster,  of  the  light  troops,  and  Lieutenant  Lamson,  of  the 
Navy,  are  mentioned  by  (^eral  Dix:  Colonel  Foster  having  repelled 
an  assault  upon  the  right,  and  General  C^etty,  with  Lieutenant  Lamson, 
having  stormed,  in  the  most  gallant  manner,  a  troublesome  battery  of 
six  guns,  which  they  captured,  with  160  prisoners. 

Thus  repulsed  at  every  point,  Longstreet  appears  to  have  abandoned 
his  enterprise,  at  least  for  the  present,  for  the  latest  advices  state  that 
skirmishhig  ceased  on  the  21st 

Now,  what  is  the  importance  of  this  defeated  movement  of  Long- 
street^sf  To  get  an  intelligent  answer  to  that  question  we  have  only 
to  look  at  contemporaneous  operations  on  the  James  Biver.  For  sev- 
eral weeks  past  the  rebels  have  been  quite  busy  fortifying  its  banks 
just  as  they  have  fortified  the  Mississippi.  They  are  casemating  Fort 
Powhatan,  and  have  three  batteries  thoroughly  finished.  They  aro 
taking  up  the  obstructions  at  Fori;  Darling.  They  know  the  value  of 
Wiiter  ooimmQiiioalion  to  uSy  and  of  what  pfiodesa  advantage  it  i^ 
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to  be  able  to  prevent  oar  passage.  This  is  the  lessoD  they  have  learned 
at  Vicksbarg,  Port  Hudson,  Fort  Pemberton,  and  at  Charleston. 

If  they  foitify  the  James  aown  to  its  mouth  it  is  closed  for  oar  pur- 
poses and  left  free  for  theirs.  It  brings  their  iron-dads,  now  lying  idle 
at  Richmond,  clear  down  to  Hampton  Boads,  where  they  may  lie  in 
wait  and  have  their  opportunities  always  in  sight.  To  complete  th^s 
grand  scheme  of  operations  Norfolk  is  wanted,  and  then,  with  their 
iron-clads,  that  city  would  be  an  open  port  until  we  could  complete 
another  fleet  of  monitors  to  close  it  up  again.  We  tried  to  develop  all 
this  some  days  ago.  Moreover,  there  are  indications  that  the  rebel 
leaders  intend  to  defend  Richmond  with  a  much  smaller  army  than 
that  hitherto  devoted  to  that  purpose,  and  upon  a  line  much  nearer  to 
that  city  than  the  Rappahannock.  That  is  the  reason  why  there  is  so 
much  activity  in  strengthening  the  works  immediately  in  lh>nt  of  Rich- 
mond. They  know  that  we  can  scarcely  assail  that  cil^  by  the  land 
route,  for  that  compels  a  long  line  of  communications,  which  experience 
tells  them  they  can  break  up  with  a  small  and  active  body  of  cavalry ; 
hence  another  reason  for  fortifying  the  James  and  closing  the  water 
approaches  against  our  iron-clads.  AU  these  considerations  make  tiie 
campaign  about  Suffolk  a  rather  important  feature  of  the  War  and  not 
a  mere  episode.  It  appears  to  be  over  for  the  present,  but  we  trust  that 
the  vigilance,  activity,  and  skill  which  have  thus  far  baffled  the  enemy 
will  continue  to  be  exerted,  and  that  General  Peck  will  have  supports 
at  hand.  Longstreet's  withdrawal  may  only  be  temporaiy,  to  wait  the 
tardy  arrival  of  Hill  from  North  Carolina. 

The  Richmond  Examiner  of  November  27,  1863,  has  the  following  in 
its  leading  editorial  upon  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet  and  his  Elnox- 
ville  and  Suffolk  campaigns,  which  are  pronounced  as  parallel  failures. 
The  liberal  admissions  by  the  rebel  press  at  the  time  Hud  now  respect- 
ing the  Suffolk  operations  are  highly  creditable  to  the  command  of 
M%jor-Genera]  Peck,  and  ought  to  satisfy  those  who  sought  to  under- 
rate that  campaign : 

Perhaps  the  result  mieht  haye  been  different  if  Lonsstreet  and  his  corps  of  the  Vir- 
ginia army  had  been  in  Tine.  His  operations  in  East  Tennessee  afford  UUle  compen- 
sation for  the  mverse  at  Chattanooga,  nor  have  the  late  bare  and  scanty  news  uom 
that  quarter  sustained  the  hieb  hope  which  the  public  JiiHtly  based  on  the  Orst  intel- 
ligence briskly  forwarded  by  General  Bragg.  His  telegram  declared  that  Longstreet^s 
cavalry  had  pursued  the  enemy  into  Knozville,  that  the  infantry  was  close  np,  and 
it  was  natural  to  suppose  that  the  next  news  would  be  that  of  Knox vi lie's  reoaptore; 
but  the  next  news  from  Longstreet  contained  a  mention  of  intrenching,  whlcn  sng- 

gested  disagreeable  reminiscences  of  Suffolk.  Since  then  little  or  nothing  has  been 
eard  from  Lonestreet  unless  we  are  to  receive  the  unofficial  story  of  the  telegraph 
this  morning  to  oe  trustworthy.  Oh,  that  it  may  be  sot  His  pressure  on  Bomside 
has  undoubtedly  quickene<l  Grant's  attack  on  Bragg,  while  the  absence  of  his  whole 
corps  fh>m  the  Confederate  line  at  the  time  of  Shexman's  arrival  in  the  Federal  host 
has  given  the  enemy  a  great  opportunity.  It  was  during  the  parallel  campaign  of 
Longstreet  aeainst  Sufiolk  that  Hooker  made  his  otmp  at  Chanoellorsville ;  bat  he 
found  there  Jackson,  while  Grant  had  to  do  with  Braggr  alone. 


HDQBS.  ABMY  Am)  DiSTBIGT  OF   NOBTH  OABOLINA, 

New  Berne,  N,  C,  December  25,  1863. 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  make  the  foUowiug  sapplementary 
report  as  a  part  of  my  report  of  operations  daring  the  siege  of  Suffolk 
in  April  and  May  last: 

The  name  of  Col.  J.  P.  McMahon,  One  hundred  and  sixty -fourth  New 
York,  should  have  been  in  the  paragraph  commencing  wiUi  ^*Ooloneil 
Murpt^,  commanding  brigade.'^ 
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My  right  fl^nk  rested  upon  the  Upper  Nansemond  for  some  8  miles, 
a  narrow^  shuUow,  and  tortnoas  stream,  offering  great  facilities  to  an 
enterprising  enemy  for  crossing  and  cutting  the  oommnnications  with 
Norfolk.  Including  this  the  whole  line  extending  to  the  Dismal  Swamp 
was  from  12  to  15  miles  in  length ;  besides  »  force  in  observation  was 
requisite  at  South  Mills,  30  mUes  distant,  the  key  of  the  southern  ap- 
proaches to  the  swamp.  In  view  of  these  and  other  objections  I  advis^ 
the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  to  a  new  and  short  line  near  Portsmouth 
after  the  reduction  of  the  rebel  and  Union  fortifications. 

The  advance  of  Pettigrew  M>ward  New  Berne  and  of  Hill  upon  Little 
Washington  were  only  feints  (our  casualties  being  less  than  a  dozen  at 
both  places)  made  by  order  of  Longstreet  some  dayn  before  the  date 
fixed  for  his  own  advance  upon  Suffolk  for  the  purpose  of  inducing  the 
authorities  in  North  Carolina  to  call  on  Virginia  for  re-enforcements. 
As  designed,  10,000  were  asked  for  North  Carolina,  of  which  I  was  con- 
tributing 3,000  on  the  10th.  The  information  reached  Longstreet  at 
Franklin,  and  he  crossed  the  filackwater  that  night 

Major-General  Hooker  kindly  telegraphed  that  he  had  advices  that 
General  Hill  would  join  Lon^treet  The  time  when  the  North  Caro- 
lina troops  arrived  is  matenal.  Miyor  Strattou,  of  the  cavalry,  re- 
l)orted  the  fact  on  the  20th,  and  I  did  the  same  on  the  25th,  some  of 
them  being  captured.  Major  Stratton  was  corre<;t,  tor  Major-General 
Foster  advised  that  the  enemy  retired  from  Little  Washington  on  the 
evening  of  the  15th,  and  that  the  deserters  said  the  cause  was  that  they 
were  ordered  to  re-enforoe  the  army  in  Virginia. 

May  4,  while  in  fiill  pursuit  of  the  columns  of  Longstreet  and  Hill 
toward  the  Black  water,  an  order  was  received  to  dispatch  GhBueral  Gor- 
don with  a  large  force  to  West  Point.  Ten  thousand  additional  were 
also  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  notice,  leav- 
ing but  the  ordinary  small  garrison  intact  at  Suffolk  and  of  course  end- 
ing offensive  operations. 

On  May  4  prisoners  were  taken  representing  forty  odd  regiments  and 
independent  commands,  which  g^ves  some  idea  of  the  organization  and 
masses  of  the  enemy.  The  many  miles  of  e£irth works  thrown  up  by  the 
rebels  were  constructed  by  the  troops.  Lest  the  contrabands  should 
oome  into  my  lines  the  bulk  of  them  were  left  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Black  water. 

It  is  proper  to  remark  that  the  forces  under  my  command  from  Sep- 
tember to  April,  1863,  were  rated  by  the  public  at  twice  and  even  thrice 
the  actual  numbers. 

I  am,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Brig.  Gen.  LoBBNza  Thomas, 

Adjjuiam^Oeneral,  U.  B.  Avmif. 


HBADQT7ABTEB8  DSPABTMSNT  OF  THE  EAST, 

New  York  Oity^  January  2J,  1864. 

BespectfuUy  forwarded. 

The  withdra  'al  of  the  troops  to  a  line  nearer  Norfolk  was  suggested 
k^  me  after  the  investment  of  Suffolk  and  was  orderecl  by  tlie  (lenerai 
Ji-Ohiefl 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^^'OentraL 
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0|lMr«  MB0d.--4}ol.  Benjaadn  Rinsold,  One  hundred  and  thixd  Kew  York ;  Capt  Lewla  H. 
Thirteenth  New  Hampehire  {  and  Chaplain  Fwnois  S.  Bntler,  Twenty 'flfth  New  Jecaey. 


No.  6. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  Michael  Cwreoran^  U.  8.  Army^  oofnmanding  Firet 

Divieum^  §eventh  Army  Carps. 

Hdqbs.  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  Ma/y  — ,  1863. 

Major  :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  headquarters  I  respectfully 
sabmit  the  following  report  as  to  the  operations  on  the  Edenton  and 
SomertoD  roads  and  the  line  of  defenses  under  my  command,  extending 
from  Fort  Nansemoud  to  Fort  Halleck,  during  the  late  investment  oi 
this  place  by  the  enemy : 

On  Saturday,  April  11,  it  being  reported  that  the  enemy  was  advanc- 
ing against  this  place,  I  immediately  repaired  to  my  front  and  had  all 
the  troops  placed  under  arms  and  ready  for  action.  The  enemy  did 
not,  however,  advance  within  sight,  and  this  condition  of  affairs  re- 
mained until  Monday  afternoon  following,  when  an  advance  was  made 
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by  the  enemy  on  the  BomertonroacL  He  opened  upon  ns^thartUleiy. 
The  gona  of  Forts  Onion,  Nansemond,  and  McOlellan  leplied  with  snch 
effect  as  to  veiy  soon  silence  theirs  and  drive  the  enemy  back.  Some 
skirmishing  ensned,  in  whidi  detachments  from  the  Thirteenth  Indiana 
and  One  hondred  and  twelfth  New  York  Yolimteers  and  One  hundred 
and  sixty-tlfth  and  One  hundred  and  sizty-sizth  Pennsylvania  Militia 
took  part  and  deserve  great  credit  for  their  actions  on  that  occasion. 
Onr  picket  lines  were  re-established  that  afternoon. 

On  Wednesday,  the  15th,  OoL  J.  P.  McMahon,  of  the  One  hundred 
and  sixty-fourth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  went  out  on  the 
Edenton  road  for  the  purpose  of  reconnoitering  the  enemy's  position. 
He  brought  with  him  three  companies  of  infuatiy,  one  from  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-fourth,  One  hundred  and  fifty-flfth,  and  One  hundred 
and  seventieth  Begiments  respectively,  two  companies  of  cavalry  of 
the  First  New  York  Mounted  Bifles,  under  the  command  of  M%{or  Pat- 
ton,  and  one  howitzer.  They  started  out  just  before  daylight^  drove  in 
the  enemy's  pickets,  and  en^ap^  the  Seventeenth  Virginia  Begiments 
capturing  4  prisoners  and  killing  and  wounding  several.  They  found 
that  the  enemy  were  in  coosidm^le  foroe  a  diort  distance  tcom  Ym 
outposts. 

On  the  same  day  Oohmel  Spear,  of  the  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Oav- 
aliy,  went  out  on  the  Somerton  road  with  a  small  force,  consisling  of 
four  companies  of  infrutry,  two  from  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-iftAi 
and  One  hundred  and  sixty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Militia  respectively,  two 
pieces  of  the  Seventh  Massachusetts  Battery,  one  company  of  his  own 
regiment^  with  gunsL  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  made  an  at- 
tempt to  charge  their  rifle-pits,  but  this  movement  was  not  as  success- 
fhl  as  was  anticipated  it  would  be.  Small  parties  were  from  time  to 
time  afterward  sent  out  on  the  several  roads,  also  in  the  direction  of 
the  Dismal  Swamp  and  along  the  Jericho  Oanal,  but  nothing  of  interest 
occurred.  The  object  of  tiie  parties  sent  in  the  latter  direction  was  to 
discover  if  the  enemy  were  endeavoring  to  get  through  in  that  locality, 
but  no  evidence  of  any  such  attempt  could  be  discovered. 

On  April  24  an  expedition,  which  had  been  for  some  time  in  contem- 
plation, went  out  under  my  command  on  the  Edenton  road.  It  con- 
sisted of  about  5.000  infeuitry,  500  cavalry,  and  10  pieces  of  artillery. 
I  assigned  GoL  B.  S.  Foster  to  the  command  of  the  infuitry ;  Colonel 
Spear  had  charge  of  the  cavalry,  and  Oaptain  Simpson  of  the  artillery. 
A  small  party  went  out  at  the  same  time  on  the  Somerton  road  to  en- 
rage the  attention  of  the  enemy  there  and  co-operate  with  us  on  the 
Edenton  road  if  necessary.  We  advanced  about  4  miles  and  met  the 
enemy's  outposts.  The  pickets  retired,  and  we  found  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance behind  rifle-pits.  Our  artillery  opened,  and  after  considerable 
firing  on  both  sides  the  enemy  was  driven  from  his  position  and  our 
skirmishers  occupied  it.  The  firing  still  continued  a  short  time,  and 
finally  the  enemy  fell  back  some  dii^nce  and  ceased  firing.  In  accord- 
ance with  my  instructions  I  gave  instructions  not  to  follow,  and  we 
slowly  returned  to  camp.  As  fuU  reports  of  this  and  the  other  aiEurs 
above  alluded  to  have  already  been  frimished  I  refrain  from  giving  auy 
extended  or  detailed  account  of  them. 

On  tbe  2d  instant,  about  11  p.  m.,  we  received  inibrmation  from  two  de- 
serters that  the  enemy  was  retreating  from  our  front,  and  1  immediately 
went  in  person  to  the  m^jor-general  commanding  and  reported  the  in- 
formation and  that  I  had  ordered  a  force  out  on  tiie  Edenton  and 
Somerton  roads.  The  m^jor-general  having  approved  of  mv  action  I 
started  out  myself,  ordering  an  additional  force  to  follow.    Odkmd  Fos- 
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ter  wot  on  flie  Somerton  road  and  General  Dodse  on  the  Bdenton.  I 
aooompanied  the  latter.  He  oroaaed  over  to  the  Bomerton  and  met  the 
foroe  under  Oolonel  Foster  »t  Leeeville;  we  advaneed  some  distance 
fiEirther.  and  as  it  wasthenappaient  that  the  enemy  were  beyond  r»eich  I 
ovdexed  the  troops  to  return,  except  a  Hbw  caTalry  left  for  the  purpose 
of  pioUng  up  the  enemy 's  straigglers.  On  the  march  we  captored  a  large 
number  of  prisoners,  arms,  Ac. 

From  the  commencement  of  the  aflhir  the  ofllcetB  and  men  evinced 
the  most  commendable  disposition  to  do  their  wh<de  duty,  alwi^s  on  the 
alert  and  ever  ready  to  obey  all  commands  of  their  superior  officers. 

The  works,  which  at  the  beginning  were  unfinished,  by  unceasing  ex- 
ertions were  soon  completed,  whUe  other  works  of  deftnse  were  also  as 
rapidly  and  cheerftilly  erected.  The  woods  in  front  were  deared  to  a 
great  extent  by  slashing  parties,  who  were  at  work  at  times  night  and 
day.  The  pickets  maintained  their  ground,  except  upon  two  or  three 
occasions  when  they  were  fbroed  to  retire  oy  overpowering  numbers, 
and  deserve  great  praise  for  their  courage  ud  vigilance;  in  liftct  the 
desire  exhibit^  by  the  troops  to  meet  the  enemy  either  inside  or  outside 
the  works  gave  undoubted  assurance  that  the  enemy  would  have  been 
encountered,  had  he  attempted  to  carry  out  his  intenti<m  <tf  attacking 
this  place,  with  as  courageous  and  determined  a  resistance  as  could  pos- 
sibly be  made  by  gallant  men.  I  feel  called  upon  to  state  that  I  was 
ably  assisted  throughout  the  whole  time  by  General  Do^ge  and  Oolonel 
Foster,  who.  respectively,  conmianded  portions  of  my  front,  and  that 
they  were  always  at  the  poet  of  duty  and  carried  out  their  instruottons 
upon  all  occasions  promptly  and  oheerfdlly.  I  send  their  repeals  here- 
with. 

I  remain,  mi^or,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

mOHABL  OOBOORAN, 
BHgaMer'Oetierml^  OammtmiUnt. 

Itai.  B.  B.  FoBKKB, 

Hbadquabtbbs  Division, 
Faikfm  Oauri-Hauie^  Va.,  Deoember  14, 1883. 

Majob:  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  understand  I  inadvertently 
omitted  to  give  in  my  report  of  the  operations  at  Suifolk,  Va.,  an  esti- 
mate as  to  the  probable  strengtii  of  the  enemy  during  the  investment^ 
and  therefore  request  that  the  following  supplement  may  be  appended 
to  said  report: 

From  information  received  from  deserten  the  strength  of  Longstreelfs 
forces  at  bis  approach  ranged  between  32,000  to  45,000,  none  under  the 
former,  which  was  corroborated  by  the  statement  of  a  man  claiming  to 
have  been  in  the  commissary  department,  who  reported  that  34,000 
rations  had  been  issued  at  the  BhM^water  when  Longstreet  was  pre- 
paring to  cross. 

During  the  first  three  days  not  less  than  40  prisoners  and  deserters 
were  examined,  whose  statements  convinced  me  that  the  strength  of 
the  enemy  at  that  time  was  not  less  than  32,000.  The  deserters  from 
Pickett^s  division  established  the  fJEMt  that  many  of  the  regiments  had 
just  been  filled  up  to  900  men;  some  were  very  weak,  but  the  average 
seems  to  have  been  about  500. 

Many  of  the  deserters  had  run  great  risks  to  reach  our  lines,  and, 
bein^  either  of  Northem  Urth  or  Irishmen,  were  anxious  to  give  accu- 
rate mftarmation. 
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It  18  oertaiii  that  the  whole  of  Longstreel^s  graed  oorps,  oou)»risiiig 
the  entire  divisions  of  Pickett  Hood,  and  French,  were  engaged  in  the 
first  advance  on  Soffolk,  as  well  as  Jenkins'  division,  of  the  Blackwater 
trooiw,  who  took  position  on  the  Edenton  road  on  the  fourth  day  of  the 
siege. 

The  disposition  of  the  rebel  force  dnring  the  first  two  weeks  of  the 
siege  was,  in  my  opinion,  as  follows :  Jenk&s^  (probably  4,000  stronff) 
mainly  in  position  on  the  Edenton  road  near  Darden's  Mill ;  PicketFS 
division  fof  four  brigades)  on  the  Somerton  road,  his  right  meeting 
Jenkins'  left  in  the  woods  between  the  Edenton  ana  Somerton;  Hood's 
division  on  the  Sonth  Qnay,  connecting  with  Pickett  opposite  Fort 
Nansemond ;  French  on  the  Providence  Church  road  and  river  line. 

Daring  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  on  the  morning  of  their  retreat 
(May  4),  we  ascertained  beyond  the  possibility  of  a  doubt  that  on  May 
1  or  2  two  brigades  of  North  Oarolina  troops  (Oamett's  and  another) 
joined  Pickett,  and  encamped  with  him  on  the  Somerton.  Daring  that 
porsuit  nearly  300  prisoners  were  captured  fix>m  forty  different  regi* 
ments,  all  of  which  had  been  encamped  on  the  Edenton  and  Somerton 
roads,  and  were  ftom  Jenkins'  and  Pickett^s  divisions  and  the  two  North 
Carolina  brigades  ezolnsively. 

These  prisoners  ratiier  increased  than  diminished  the  previous  esti- 
mates of  the  enemy's  strength  and  confirmed  fidly  the  statements  of 
deserters  and  people  residing  in  the  vicinily. 

The  vast  and  formidable  Imes  of  the  enemy's  works  could  not  have 
been  constructed  in  twenty-three  days  by  less  than  35,000  troops,  con- 
sidering the  constant  state  of  activity  in  which  they  were  kept  by  the 
movements  of  our  forces.  Our  own  troops  were  incessantly  engaged  in 
fatigue  duty,  and  certainly  performed  less  than  one-fourth  of  the  labor 
done  by  the  enemy. 

I  am  convinced  by  the  foregoing  flM3ts  that  the  enemy  under  command 
of  Longstreet  dnring  the  investment  of  Suffolk  was  not  less  than  34,000 
men,  exclusive  of  eSU's  re-enforcements. 
I  am,  in%jor,  yours,  very  respeotftdlv 

MICHAEL  COBCOBAN, 


Mai.  B.  B.  FosTBS, 

AM$iBUmi  A4iutimt  QtmraL 


Briffai4er'Om9rmL 


No.  7. 


Bipart  of  Mn^.  Alexander  O.  Pattanj  First  New  TarJc  Mounted  Byieij  of 

ehirmUh  on  the  Edenton  roadj  April  15. 

Camp  First  Mounted  Kifles, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  ApHl  18, 1803. 

Generajl  :  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  3  o'clock  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  15th  instant  I  left  this  camp  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the 
Edenton  road,  to  attack  the  enemy,  and,  if  possible,  to  ascertain  his  force. 
My  command  consisted  of  Company  E,  Captain  Gregory ;  Company  M, 
Captain  Masten,  and  one  howitzer,  in  charge  of  Corjioral  McConnoll,  of 
Company  D,  all  of  this  regiment.  At  Fort  Dix  1  was  joined  by  Colonel 
McMahou  with  two  companies  of  infantry. 

We  proceeded  cautiously  for  some  2^  miles,  when,  having  approached 
near  to  the  enemy's  pickets,  I  directed  one  shot  to  be  fired  from  ths 
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howttBer:  OaptainGrogory to obarge  down tlie  load witbhtooompu^^ 
Oaptain  Masten  aapporting  him,  the  howitser  party  having  direotionfl 
to  advance  at  qaick-time  with  the  infantry,  aapportod  by  a  detail  from 
onr  picket  guard  nnder  Oaptain  Poor  commanding  Company  D.  The 
road  was  fonnd  to  have  been  barricaded  no  less  than  eight  times,  bat 
snch  was  tiie  rapidity  of  onr  movement  that  the  oater  sentry  at  the 
enemy's  camp  was  captured. 

Oharging  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy  they  were  fimnd  to  be  drawn 
np  in  line  of  battle  in  the  woods,  and  the  ad vance  f ell  back  to  await  the 
arrival  of  tiie  remainder  of  the  party,  which  on  coming  up  was  formed 
in  an  open  field  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  in  front  of  the  enemy. 
Company  D  was  then  deployed  as  skirmishers  on  the  edge  of  the  woods 
to  cover  onr  right  and  a  charge  made  upon  the  right  of  the  enemy, 
which  was  met  by  a  galling  fiie  and  we  were  foroed  to  frJl  back.  At 
about  the  same  moment  the  infrmtry  rushed  forward,  cheering,  and  at- 
tacked their  left,  and  by  their  rapid  and  efliBCtive  fire,  in  cotjunction 
with  that  of  the  howitzer  opening  on  their  right,  forced  them  to  full 

back  through  their  camp  on  the  cross-roads  leading  just miles  to 

the  Somerton  road.  At  this  point  we  charged  again,  driving  the  enemy 
some  distance,  but  losing  2  men  of  Company  D,  whom  (the  enemy  at 
length  having  received  re-enforcements  of  infiemtry  ana  artillery)  we 
were  forced  to  leave  in  their  hands. 

Having  accomplished  the  object  of  the  movement  and  destroyed  the 
camp  of  the  enemy  we  fell  back  leisurely,  without  annoyance,  the  en- 
eniy  appearing  to  be  too  much  crippled  to  attempt  any  offensive  opera- 
tions. 

Our  loss  in  the  afllhiir  was  2  men  wounded  and  prisoners  from  Com- 
pany D,  and  1  wounded ;  and  1  man  wounded  in  the  howiteer  party, 
and  18  horses  killed  and  wounded. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  efficient  aid  rendered  me  by  Colonel  Mo- 
Mahon  and  the  infant^  under  his  command,  and  to  present  to  your 
notice  Corporal  McConnoU,  who  handled  the  howitser  in  the  most  effi- 
cient manner. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

A.  G.  PATTON. 
ibdarj  Mint  New  Tofi  Minmied  B{flm. 

Brig.  Gen.  M.  Oobookah. 


Na  a 

Itinerary  of  the  Firet  Brigade.  Brig.  Oen.  Henry  D.  Terry ^  U.  8.  Army, 

eommanaimgf  April  11-30.* 

ApriZ  11,  Saturdof. — ^The  enemy  appeared  before  and  invested  Suf- 
folk. The  brigade  immediately  took  position  in  the  trenches  and  have 
remained  there  ever  since. 

April  17,  Friday. — ^A  reconnaissance  was  sent  our,  consisting  of  six 
companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Volunteers,  two 
companies  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  and  one  company 
of  the  New  York  State  Sharpshooters,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining 
the  force  of  the  enemy  in  front.  They  were  found  in  force  in  rifle- pits 
with  large  reserves.    The  loss  sustained  was  as  follows :  Killed,  2  pri- 

*  From  Beioni  of  Brigade  for  April,  1868. 
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▼atee  of  the  Ninety-i  linth  New  York  Volnnteera  and  1  private  of  the 
One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  Yolnnteers ;  woanded,  4  privates 
of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Yolnnteers,  5  privates  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  thirtieth  New  York  Yolnnteers,  and  1  private  of  the  eighth 
eompany  New  York  State  Sharpshooters. 


No.  9. 


Btpori  of  OoL  Robert  8.  FoitoTj  ThirtemUh  Inaiama  Infamtry^  eommamd^ 

img  Seoond  Brigade. 

Hbadquabtsbs  Fostsb's  Bbioadb, 

Suffolk^  Va.,  May  9, 1863. 

Oaptaih  :  In  pnrsaanoe  of  circular  ftom  your  headquarters  I  have 
the  honor  of  submitting  the  following  report  of  the  part  taken  by  my 
command  during  the  twenty-three  days  of  the  investment  of  Suffolk : 

Upon  receiving  information  on  Saturday,  April  11,  of  the  approach 
of  the  enemy  1  immediately  visited  my  command  and  found  them  occu- 
pying their  respective  positions  previously  assigned.  Every  arrange- 
ment was  made  to  secure  as  strong  a  defense  as  possible.  No  evidence 
of  the  enemy's  appearance  on  my  finrnt  until  Sunday. 

On  Monday,  the  13th,  the  pickets  on  the  Somerton  road  were  driven 
in  by  a  force  of  in&ntxy  and  cavalry,  the  pickets  maintaining  their 
gromid  as  long  as  possible.  The  enemy  opened  on  us  with  artillery, 
and  immediatdy  the  guns  from  Forts  Union,  Nansemond,  and  McGlel- 
lan  responded  and  silenced  their  guns.  At  3.30  p.  m.  I  sent  out  a  party 
of  skinnishers,  accompanying  them  myself,  consisting  of  details  from 
the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  Yolnn- 
teers, and  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  and  One  hundred  and  sizty*sixtfa 
Pennsylvania  Militia.  They  advanced  rapidly  and  drove  the  enemy's 
skirmishers  back  to  their  reserve  at  Brothers'  house,  on  the  Somerton 
road.  I  then  established  my  old  picket  line,  extending  from  the  right 
of  Fort  Union  to  Fort  Nansemond,  and  have  maintained  said  Une 
throughout  the  siege. 

Too  much  praise  cannot  be  given  to  the  detachments  frx>m  the  above- 
mentioned  regiments  in  their  skirmishing  on  that  day.  At  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  Oolonel  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  I  sent 
out  two  pieces  of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  under  Gaptain  Yallee, 
supported  by  one  company  of  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fifth  Pennsyl- 
vania Militia.  After  having  fired  a  few  rounds  I  recalled  them.  In  the 
morning  I  ordered  the  houses  on  the  Somerton  road  near  the  reserve 
picket  station  burned,  which  was  accomplished.  The  enemy  used  the 
white  house  of  Brothers  as  a  shelter,  and  I  was  anxious  to  destroy  it  if 
possible.  To  this  end  I  dispatched  on  several  occasions  a  party  of 
skirmishers  to  effect  this  object,  but  the  overpowering  force  of  the 
enemy  prevented. 

On  Wednesday  Colonel  Spear  (with  orders  from  General  Corcoran) 
took  command  of  a  small  party,  consisting  of  two  companies  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty -fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  two  companies  of  the  One 
hundred  and  sixty-sixth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  two  pieces  of  the  Sev- 
enth Massachusetts  Battery,  one  company  of  his  own  regiment,  with 
guns,  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  made  an  attempt  to  charge 
&eir  ride-pits  at  Brothers'  house,  but  without  success. 

On  Thursday,  April  16j  a  party  of  skirmishers,  under  Lieutenants 
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Wallick  and  Gonioiiy  of  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  were  eent  out.  Thej 
exchanged  a  few  ahots  with  the  enemy,  bnt  found  them  too  strong  to 
make  any  advance. 

On  the  sooceeding  day  I  sent  Lieotenants  Zent  and  OMron  with  a 
party  of  the  Hiirteenth  Indiana  to  flank  the  works  at  the  white  hoose 
if  possible.  After  a  sharp  engagement  they  were  obliged  to  withdraw. 
In  this  enconnter  Lieutenant  Omiron  received  a  wound  from  which  he 
died  a  Hbw  days  after.  He  was  a  brave  and  gallant  officer,  and  sacri- 
ficed his  life  in  his  seal  to  accomplish  my  desire.  In  all  thdse  skir- 
mishes the  men  and  officers  from  the  difTerent  regiments  behaved  in  a 
gallant  and  praiseworthy  manner,  and  one  name  I  wish  particularly  to 
mention :  Private  Bircham,  Gompuiy  F,  Thirteenth  Indiana  Volunteers. 

On  Saturday,  the  18th.  an  unusual  quietude  prevailed  on  the  picket 
lines.  The  pickets  of  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth  New  York  ex- 
changed newspai)ers  with  the  enemy's  pickets  and  received  the  assure 
ance  they  would  not  be  fired  on  as  pickets.  The  Thirteenth  Indiana 
was  ordered  to  report  to  Gtoeral  Getty  at  the  smaU-pox  hospital 

On  Sunday  a  portion  of  my  command  was  ordered  to  be  in  readiness 
to  form  a  part  of  an  expedition  on  the  Edenton  road,  and  I  also  organ- 
ized a  party  to  push  out  on  the  Somerton  road  to  co-operate  with  the 
former  part^.  Said  expedition  was  postponed  and  did  not  go  out  until 
the  succeeding  Friday. 

The  forces  from  my  firont  consisted  of  the  Bleventh,  Fifteenth,  and 
Sixteenth  Connecticut  and  the  Thirteenth  Indiana,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Beach,  Sixteenth  Connecticut :  the  One  nundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  and  five  companies  oi  the  One  hundred  and  twelfth 
New  York  forming  a  part  of  Colonel  Drake's  command.  I  was  intrusted 
with  the  command  of  infiuitry.  Areport  has  already  been  fbmisfaed  of 
the  result  of  the  expedition.*  I  have  kept  large  details  from  the  dif- 
ferent regiments  at  work  during  the  whole  time  building  new  works 
and  strengthening  the  old.  chopping  the  trees  on  the  fhmt,  and  in 
eveiy  way  doing  all  I  could  to  make  our  means  of  redstance  as  suc- 
cessnil  as  possible.  Upon  hearing  of  the  enemy's  departure,  early  on 
Monday  morning,  and  under  Gtoneral  Oorooran's  directions,  I  started 
in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  the  result  of  which  has  already  been  frimished 
you  official^. 

During  the  time,  I  have  had  the  following  regiments  on  my  front : 
The  OiQC  hundred  and  sixty-ninth  New  York  was  added  to  my  brigade 
on  April  17.  In  addition  to  my  brigade  the  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and 
Sixteenth  Connecticut  and  One  hundred  and  forty-third,  One  hundred 
and  twenty-seventh,  and  One  hundred  and  eighteenth  New  York  have 
occupied  a  portion  of  my  front  at  difi<drent  periods.  The  Seventh  Mas- 
sachusetts, First  Delaware,  Sixteenth  New  York,  and  Fourth  and  Sec- 
ond Wisconsin  Batteries  also  constituted  at  difierent  times  a  part  of 
my  command.  All  the  above  commands  exerted  themselves  to  tiie  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  in  an  acceptable  and  praiseworthy  manner,  at  all 
times  meeting  every  detail  with  promptness  and  in  every  way  discharg- 
ing their  duties  in  a  soldierlike  manner.  During  the  time,  in  the  dtf- 
ferent  expeditions  and  skirmishes,  the  enemy  met  with  a  heavy  loss,  as 
subsequent  events  prove. 

BOBT.  S.  FOSTEB, 
CoUmelj  Commtmding  Brigade. 

Capt  J.  J.  BLODaETT, 

AdjutanirGeMToL 


*  Retnm  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Seventh  Army  Coips,  for  the  month 
of  April,  1863,  shows  a  loss  in  this  affidr  of  3  killed  and  11  wmmded. 
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Vo.  10. 

Bqpart  O/JA01U.  Ool  John  McOcnikej  One  hundred  and  iiart^f-nhUh  New 

York  I^ftMry. 

HXASQUABTEBS  169TH  NBW  YOBX  YOlsTJUfTSSBBy 

Oamp  Ori8u?oldj  Suffolk^  Va.j  May  8, 1863. 

Abjxttant  :  In  parsnance  of  yonr  dicular,  dated  May  7.  reqoiring 
oommanders  of  regiments  to  prepare  and  send  in  an  official  report  of 
the  part  taken  by  their  respectiye  commands  in  the  scenes  of  the  i>a8t 
twenly-three  days,  I  beg  leaye  to  report  that  the  One  hundred  and 
sixty-ninth  Begiment  New  York  State  Yolonteers  left  Martindale  Bar- 
racks, Washington,  D.  0.,  on  the  morning  of  April  15,  with  orders  to 
ffo  to  Norfolk,  reporting  en  route  at  Fort  Monroe.  We  were  transported 
by  the  steamer  John  Warner  to  Norfolk,  Va.,  arriving  there  on  the  16th 
instant.  The  same  day  we  were  transported  by  rail  to  Suffolk,  Ya., 
arriving  there  late  in  the  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  April  17  we 
were,  by  order  of  Gtoeral  Peck,  attached  to  Acting  Brigadier-Oeneral 
Foster's  brigade,  and  occupied  a  camp  near  the  breastworks  on  the 
Somerton  road.  From  this  date  np  to  April  24  we  continued  to  fhmish 
fiatigne  parties  to  work  on  the  fortllioations. 

(hi  April  24  the  regiment  was  placed  in  the  Second  Provisional  Bri- 
gade, Ool.  J.  0.  Drake  commanding,  and  moved  out  on  the  Edenton 
road  with  the  other  forces,  and  took  part  in  the  reconnaissance  in  force 
made  by  Gtoneral  Oorcoran  on  that  occasion.  The  regiment  was  placed 
feur  in  advance  of  all  others  in  support  of  Gaptain  Follett^s  battery  (D, 
Fourth  IT.  S.  Artillery),  and  unmnchingly  faced  a  continuous  and  un- 
abating  shower  of  shell,  grai>e,  and  canister  firom  the  well-directed  fire 
of  the  enemy  until  orders  were  received  to  retire,  the  oY^ect  of  the  re- 
connaissanoe  having  been  accomplished.  The  colonel  (Clarence  Buell) 
was  severely  wounded  by  a  piece  of  shell,  and  Lieutenant  Hughes,  of 
Company  A^  was  badly  ii^ured  in  the  leg  oy  a  shell ;  E.  H.  Brock,  of 
Company  H,  was  instantly  killed,  the  bs^  and  top  of  his  head  being 
carried  away  by  a  shell ;  Mi^or  Alden's  horse  was  wounded  in  the  neck 
by  a  shell  and  the  mi^or  bruised;  Corporal  Noyes,  Privates  Falen, 
Fogarty,  and  Eennely  were  wounded. 

On  April  28  Captain  Yaughn,  of  Company  F,  was  detailed  for  the 
purpose  of  making  a  reconnaissance  through  the  Jericho  Canal,  which 
expedition  was  eminently  successM,  being  made  through  an  overflowed 
swamp,  Inmost  impenetrable  on  account  of  the  depth  of  the  water  and 
the  nature  of  the  vines,  brush,  and  timber,  and  at  a  time  when  the  rain 
fell  unceasingly  for  the  two  days  (the  28th  and  20th)  that  the  said  com- 
pany was  absent 

On  May  3  the  regiment  stood  under  arms  on  Main  street  during  the 
day,  being  ordered  to  act  as  a  reserve,  in  coi^junction  with  the  Thir- 
teenth Indiana  Begiment,  under  Colonel  Dobbs,  to  a  force  which  crossed 
the  Nansemond  at  the  foot  of  said  street,  and  attacked  the  enemy  on 
the  Providence  Church  road.  During  the  night  the  regiment  occupied 
Fort  Peck  and  the  rifle-pits  on  the  left  of  said  fort  at  the  foot  of  Main 
street. 

Monday,  the  4th,  the  regiment  returned  to  camp,  and  has  been  en- 
gaged in  doing  picket  duty  and  ftimishing  llitigne  parties. 
I  am,  very  respeotfiilly, 

JOHN  MoCONIHE, 
Lientenan^OoUmelj  Commanding. 

lieat  B.  B.  Mabvin,  A.  A.  A.  ff.,  Oen.  Foeter'e  Brigade^  SufoUcj  Fol 
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Hall. 

Itinerary  of  ike  Third  Brigade,  Col  Maikew  Murphy,  One  hnndred  ana 
eigMy-eeeond  New  York  Infantry ,  eonmumding^  April  f^May  d.* 

In  aooordanoe  with  Gtoeral  Orders,  No.  22,  from  HeadqaarterB  (Jnited 
States  Forces,  Suffolk,  Ya.,  issued  April  9, 1863,  Brigadier-General  Cor- 
coran assnmed  command  of  the  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Oorps; 
whereupon  the  senior  colonel,  Mathew  Mnrphy,  assumed,  by  right  of 
rank,  command  of  t^e  Irish  Legion,  and  immediately  issued  his  General 
Orders,  No.  5,  to  that  effect,  appointing  Lieut.  J.  Townsend  Oonnolly,  of 
the  Sixty-ninth  Regiment,  his  acting  assistant  adjutant-general,  and 
established  his  headquarters  at  Fort  Dix,  on  the  southeast  tiont  of  our 
lines,  facing  the  Edenton  road. 

April  11. — ^The  enemy  invested  Suffolk  and  soon  after  (the  next  day 
or  so)  worked  around  gradually  from  the  South  Quay,  wisenour  pickets 
were  first  driven  in  to  tiie  Jamestown  and  Edenton  roads.  Immediately 
on  the  first  alarm  the  long  roll  was  beaten,  and  the  troops  deployed  in 
line  along  the  breastworks,  running  right  and  left  from  Fort  Dix.  Their 
relative  conditions  continued  as  foUows  until  the  siege  was  raised:  llie 
Sixty-ninth  Regiment  defending  works  in  front  of  its  camp,  ct.  ihe  right 
of  the  line;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Regiment  next  in  line  and 
first  on  the  left  of  the  said  fort;  the  One  hundred  and  fiifty-fifth  at  first 
marched  up  from  their  camp  in  reserve  and  formed  along  the  works, 
bivouacking  at  night  between  the  One  hundred  and  sixty -fourth  and 
One  hundn^  and  SeventieUi  Regiments,  and  on  the  left  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  sixty-fourth. 

April  15. — ^No  action  was  taken  offensively  on  the  part  of  this  Legion 
against  the  enemy  until  the  15th  instant,  when  a  small  force  was  sent 
out  on  the  Edenton  road  to  reoonnoiter.  This  force  consisted  of  one 
company  from  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Regiment  (Company  I), 
one  company  from  the  One  hundred  and  sevendetti,  and  one  company 
from  the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  (Company  C),  together  with  a 
squadron  of  cavalry  from  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rmes,  and  one 
6-pounder,  the  whole  force  under  the  command  of  Colonel  McMahon,  of 
the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth  Regiment,  M%jor  Patton  having  charge 
of  the  cavalry  and  gun.  It  started  from  Fort  Dix  at  2J30  a.  m.,  and, 
after  marching  2^  miles  out  on  the  Edenton  road,  drove  in  the  enemy's 

mounted  pickets,  followed  them  as  rapidly  as  possible  to Mill, 

where  they  found  a  rebel  regiment  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  to  receive 
them.  The  enemy  were  posted  in  the  rear  of  a  lai^e  field,  on  the  right 
of  the  road  covering  a  cross-road,  which  led  across  the  mill-dam  to  the 
Somerton  road.  Here  a  confiict  ensued  of  half  an  hour's  duration,  when 
the  enemy  retreated,  taking  up  his  second  position  on  the  opposite  side 
of  the  mill-pond.  A  few  well-directed  shots  from  the  6pounder  gun 
drove  him  from  this  place,  when  re-enforoements  arrived  to  the  enemy. 
Colonel  McMahon,  after  ardvising  with  Miyor  Patton,  deemed  it  best  to 
retire,  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  being  accomplished,  the  entire 
camp  equipage  of  the  enemy  captured,  besides  some  provisions  and 
3  prisoners.  Our  loss  was  9  men  wounded  and  3  killed — 12  in  alL  A 
list  of  casualties  that  have  occurred  in  the  entire  brigade  has  been  for- 
warded through  the  proper  channels,  with  names,  nature,  &c. ;  hence  it 
will  be  better  not  to  recapitulate  here,  as  our  space  is  limited.  Fit>m 
this  date  (16th)  until  the  24th  the  bri^^e  was  engaged  night  and  day 

*  From  Return  of  ibe  Coroona  Jriah  Legion^  Seventh  Anny  CoipB|  for  numlh  of 
April,  1063. 
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in  building  intrenehments,  digging  and  slashing,  cutting  trees  to  give 
fall  lange  to  the  gnns,  &c. 

iipri;  23. — ^The  Tenth  New  Jersey  was  assigned  to  this  Legion,  when 
the  One  haudred  and  fifl^-fifth  retorned  to  camp  in  reserve  and  the 
Tenth  New  Jersey  took  its  place  between  the  One  hundred  and  sixly- 
foorth  and  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Regiments. 

April  24. — ^The  brigade  accompanied  General  Corcoran  on  the  grand 
reconnaissance  in  force  of  that  date.  Marching  i^m  Fort  Dix  down 
the  Edenton  road,  doable  column  closed  in  mass,  it  brought  up  the  rear 
of  the  column  and  marched  with  it  until  halted  in  a  large  field  on  the 
right,  and  formed  line  of  battle  to  the  right,  while  the  artillery,  cavalry, 
and  skirmishers  in  ftont  carried  on  the  affair.  Only  one  regiment  was 
marched  from  this  line  (the  One  hundred  and  sixty-fourth,  Colonel  Mc- 
Mahon)  previous  to  halting  and  forming  line;  it  was  sent  to  the  front, 
under  oiders  of  General  Corcoran,  to  support  a  line  of  skirmishers.  In 
this  regiment  occurred  our  only  loss.  While  occupying  the  enemy's 
rifle-pits  15  men  were  wounded  (1  mortally)  and  all  borne  off  the  field, 
when  Hie  order  was  given  to  fall  back.  The  remaining  regiments  did 
not  engage  the  enemy,  and  consequently  lost  none.  The  column  started 
from  Fort  Dix  at  about  2  p.  m.  and  returned  about  6  p.  m.  From  this 
date  until  May  3  none  of  the  regiments  were  engaged  on  other  duty  than 
fintague,  picket,  &c. 

Maif  3. — ^The  One  hundred  and  seventieth  Regiment  accompanied 
General  Getty  on  his  reconnaissance  in  force  across  the  Nansemond 
Biver,  on  the  Bmithfleld  road.  An  account  of  the  proceedings  in  May 
will  be  deferred  to  the  report  of  that  month* 


No.  12. 


BtpaH  of  Ooi»  WUUam  MeEvUif.  One  hwuhred  and  ftfiifififth  New  Jarh 

Ifrfimbry. 

Hdqbs.  155th  Bbgt.  N.  Y.  State  Vols., 
OoBOosAN  Legion,  Ist  Drv.,  7th  Abmy  Corps, 

Suffolky  Va.j  May  11, 1863. 

In  compliance  with  orders  received  I  here  forward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  the  brigadier-general  commanding  southeast  front  during  the 
time  of  the  investment  of  Suffolk  by  the  enemy,  a  detailed  account  of 
the  oi)erations  of  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-fifth  Regiment  New  York 
Volunteers,  under  my  command : 

An  alarm  from  the  apprehended  approach  of  the  rebels  in  force  com- 
menced in  the  afternoon  of  April  11,  and  five  companies  of  the  regi- 
ment were  sent  to  man  the  breastworks  and  four  ordered  to  garrison 
Fort  Diz. 

From  April  11  to  19  the  regiment  remaioed  doing  duty  on  the  line  of 
breastworks,  on  which  latter  date  all  but  three  companies  returned  to 
camp,  where  an  order  was  received  to  be  in  readiness  for  an  advance 
against  the  enemy,  but  this  order  was  not  carried  into  effect  as  antici- 
pated. 

On  the  morning  of  April  14  Company  I,  with  detachments  from  other 
regiments  under  the  command  of  Col.  J.  P.  McMahon,  One  hundred 
and  sixty-fourth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  had  a  skirmish  with 
the  enemy,  and  behaved  with  great  gallantry,  coolness,  and  determina- 
tion, driving  the  rebel  forces,  thonch  superior  in  number,  back  on  their 
line  of  intrenchments.    Captain  MoAnaJly  and  Privates  Michael  Den- 
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niBon,  John  Glennon.  John  CMlivftiL  and  John  Lean  wen  iroondedin 

thisflght 

On  the  2lBt  the  regiment  was  ordered  ont  for  a  leconnaiBsanoe,  and 
prooeeded  as  fieur  ae  the  breastworks,  where  it  remained  firom  10  a.  m. 
to  1^  p.  m.y  when  the  order  was  eoontermanded,  and  the  regiment, 
after  relieving  the  companies  then  in  Fort  Dix,  with  otAiers  retomea 
to  camp. 

Nothing  of  importance  transpired  ontil  April  24,  when  the  regiment 
prepared  to  move  to  Fort  Hallecky  according  to  an  order  received  the 
day  previons,  but  did  not  go  on  account  of  a  second  order  coontermand- 
ing  it  and  requiring  the  regiment  to  at  once  get  ready  to  go  on  a  re- 
connaissance, which  it  did,  starting  at  2  p.  m.  and  retnming  at  6  p.  m., 
having  marched  out  about  3  miles  on  the  Edenton  road.  No  casualties 
occurred,  the  regiment  not  being  called  into  action.  The  regiment  re- 
mained in  camp  till  the  26th,  on  whic^  day  Oolonel  McEvUy  received 
an  order  from  Brigadier-General  Dodge  charging  him  with  the  defeuan^ 
of  Fort  Dix  and  the  battery  adjoining. 

UntQ  May  2  nothing  momentous  occurred.  At  10  o'clock  in  the  even- 
ing of  that  day  the  long  roll  was  beat^ and  the  regiment  marched  up  to 
Fort  Dix,  when,  under  command  of  General  Gorcoran,  it  went  out  on 
the  Edenton  road  and  re-established  our  pickets  that  had  been  driven 
in,  went  close  to  the  enemy's  lines  and  then  returned,  arriving  in  camp 
at2a.  m. 

At  3.45  o'clock  on  May  4  the  regiment,  with  other  troops,  started 
out  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  who  were  retreating,  marching  rast  thdr 
fortifications  on  the  Edenton  road  and  turning  off  on  the  Somerton 
road,  and  was  ordered  to  halt  and  hold  the  cross-roads  kno?n[i  as  Hol- 
land's Oorners ;  the  remainder  of  the  force,  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
fourth  New  York  Yolnnteers,  Sixty-ninth  New  York  National  Guard, 
and  Gompany  A,  Thirteenth  Indiana,  together  with  a  number  of  otiier 
regiments,  went  ahead  in  pursuit.  Quite  a  number  of  prisoners  here 
gave  themselves  up  into  our  hands,  and  many  were  captured  and  sent 
back  by  the  forces  ahead.  Toward  evening  all  the  troops  returned  to 
the  Oorners,  and  reported  the  enemy  across  the  Blackwater  Biver,  since 
which  the  usual  routine  of  regimental  and  garrison  duties  have  been 
resumed. 

During  the  period  of  the  investment  of  Suffolk  by  the  enemy,  unfor- 
tunately no  opportunity  occurred  for  the  regiment  to  distinguish  itself, 
although  both  officers  and  men  showed  by  their  cheerful  discharge  of 
every  duty  their  willingness  and  anxiety  to  render  every  possible  aid 
toward  the  discomfiture  of  the  enemy. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WnJilAM  MoBVILY, 
OoUmelj  Comnwnding  BeffimmL 

lient  J.  T.  Gonnblly,  Acting  Asaiaiant  Ait/jutaiU-OenerdL 


No.  13. 


rUn$rary  of  the  Beserve  Brigade^  Col  Da/vid  W.  Wardrop,  mnet/g-nitM 
New  York  Infantry ^  oommandimg^  April  Ur-Mwy  1.* 


This  brigade  was  formed  and  Golonel  Wardrop  assigned  to  the  com- 
mand by  Special  Orders,  No.  100,  dated  April  24, 1803,  from  Head- 

*From  Retnms  of  the  Bfltezre  Brigade,  Seveiith  Anny  Coupe,  for  themontha  of  April 
andlCsy,  18Q3. 
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qoarterBy  Suf  Folk,  Ya.,  Miyor-Geiieral  Peok  eommandfay.  It  tlieii  con- 
sisted of  the  Ninth  Vermont  Yolonteero,  Nineteenth  Wisoonshi  Yolnn- 
teer8«Ninet^'-ninth  New  York  Yolanteers,  Onehnndrodand  eighteenth 
New  lork  Volunteers,  and  the  One  handled  and  flfty-seoond  New  York 
Volunteers.  By  Special  Orders,  No.  109,  dated  April  26, 1863,  from 
Headquarters,  Suffolk,  Ya.,  the  One  hundred  and  fifty-second  New  York 
Yolunteers  was  detached  from  the  brimde  and  attached  to  Gener^ 
Terry's  brigade.  Daring  the  siege  of  Suffolk  all  the  regiments  have 
been  aotiyely  employed  in  manning  the  rifle-pits  and  strengthening  the 
fortifications  and  other  duties  of  the  defense.  The  following  officers 
have  been  wounded  by  sharpshooters  during  the  month,  but  Wore  the 
formation  of  the  brigade  : 

April  23. — Oapt.  John  E.  White,  commanding  Company  G,  Ninety- 
ninth  New  York  Yolunteers;  thigh  and  arm,  slightly. 

April  24. — James  Wilson,  M.  D.,  surgeon  Ninety-ninth  New  York 
Yolunteers;  chest,  slightly. 

May  h — ^At  the  beguiuing  of  the  month  the  various  regiments  com- 
posing the  brigade  were  posted  in  different  parts  of  the  defenses,  under 
the  immediate  orders  of  the  commanders  of  the  several  fronts  on  which 
they  were  stationed. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  1st  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Yolunteers, 
then  under  orders  of  Brigadier-Gtoeral  Terry,  was  sent  out  to  recon- 
noiter  the  enemy's  rifle-pits.  The  enemy  was  found  in  strong  force  and 
the  regiment  was  obliged  to  retire.  Loss,  13  killed  (or  died  of  wounds) 
and  31  wounded.  Two  officers,  Oapt  James  H.  Hart  and  Oapt.  Oharles 
B.  Oartwright,  were  wounded;  both  slightly. 


No.  14 


Bepartof  Brig.  €fm.  Ckarlei  0.  Dodge^  U.  S.  Armg^  commandmg  8ouA- 

eatt  Front 

Hbadqttabtbbs  Sottthbast  Fbont,  Fobt  Dix, 

SuffoJkj  Va.j  Mag  7, 1863. 

Captain  :  In  accordance  with  circular  just  received  I  have  the  honor 
to  submit  the  following  report  of  operations  upon  this  (southeast)  front, 
extending  from  Forts  Union  to  IlaUeck,  inclusive,  since  Saturday,  April 
11,  when  I  first  assumed  command: 

As  at  that  time  the  enemy  were  already  in  our  immediate  front  and 
the  general  disposition  of  our  force  complete,  it  only  remained  for  me 
to  carry  out  the  orders  received  from  Brigadier-General  Corcoran,  com- 
manding fi^nt  defenses,  to  watch  closely,  and,  if  advisable,  counteract 
any  movement  of  the  enemy;  to  make  every  preparation  in  my  power 
for  the  defense  of  my  line;  to  keep  the  troops  constantly  on  &e  alert 
and  ready  for  immediate  service;  to  finish  as  rapidly  as  possible  the 
various  works  then  in  process  of  erection,  or  which  thereafter  might  be 
decided  upon,  indnding  a  large  amount  of  slashing,  &c  These  orders 
were  diligently  compli^  with. 

It  seeming  advisable  to  ascertain  the  force  and  intentions  of  the  enemy 
upon  this  immediate  front,  a  detachment,  under  command  of  Colonel 
McMahon,  One  hundred  and  sixty -fourth  Begiment  New  York  Tolun- 
teerS|  and  consisting  of  three  companies  of  infontiy,  a  squadron  of  cav- 
a]r3  (the  First  New  York  Mounted  Bifles),  and  a  mountain  howitser. 
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was  advanced  at  daylight  on  the  mommg  of  the  —  nltimOi  and  vigor- 
ously engaged  the  rebel  outposts,  driving  them  quite  back  upon  their 
reserves,  who  retired  nearly  a  mile  to  the  old  mill,  about  5  miles  from 
this  place.  At  this  time  about  3,000  men  were  reported  on  the  Bdenton 
road  and  vicinity. 

The  rebels  at  once  commenced  throwing  up  a  redan  and  strong  breast- 
works completely  commanding  the  road  and  approaches  to  their  posi- 
tion. Biflepits  for  the  protection  of  their  outposts  were  also  con- 
structed. It  was  not  considered  advisable  to  attempt  to  prevent  this 
as  our  forces  were  at  that  time  too  much  engaged  upon  important  duty 
under  General  Getty.  Slight  skirmishing  between  the  outposts  con- 
tinued daily,  with,  however,  but  2  casualties  upon  our  part.  Scouts 
were  continually  out,  and  every  exertion  was  made  to  keep  us  ftilly 
informed  of  whatever  the  enemy  might  be  attempting.  Occasional  de- 
serters from  their  ranks  aided  us  greatly  in  this  respect. 

On  the  —  a  force  of  some  200  infantry  and  an  equal  number  of  cav- 
alry, under  the  command  of  Col.  S.  P.  Spear,  Eleventh  Pennsylvania 
Cavalry,  endeavored  to  again  feel  the  enemy  on  our  front,  but  was 
unable  to  drive  them  from  their  rifle-pits,  which  were  uncommonly  de- 
fensible. 

On  the  —  most  of  the  troops  along  this  front  were  detailed  by  the 
brigadier-general  commanding  for  a  reconnaissance  in  force  under  his 
own  command.  During  his  absence  it  became  my  duty  to  dispose,  as 
advantageously  as  possible  along  General  Corcoran's  front,  such  fteeh 
troops  as  had  been  ordered  up  to  defend  the  line  in  place  of  those  re- 
lieved, and  to  prepare  for  any  emergency  that  might  occur  upon  either 
the  Edenton  or  Somerton  roads,  upon  which  our  forces  were  engaged. 
General  Corcoran  reported  the  enemy  re-enforoed  to  about  6,000  or  8,000 
men  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery  on  the  Edenton  road. 

From  the  —  ultimo  to  the  2d  instant  nothing  of  moment  occurred 
along  this  front,  and  our  men  were  kept  most  busy  at  the  various  fotigue 
work  necessary. 

About  11  o'clock  on  the  evening  of  the  3d  instant  the  officer  of  the 
day  reported  with  two  deserters,  who  informed  us  that  the  enemy  were 
rapidly  withdrawing  their  forces  and  m  route  for  the  Blackwater.  The 
troops  were  at  once  ordered  under  arms  and  the  report  forwarded  to 
headquarters  south  front  Investigation  and  additional  deserters  soon 
confirmed  the  first  report,  and  with  a  column  of  about  150  cavalry,  four 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  three  regiments  of  infantry  I  started,  by 
command  of  Brigadier-General  Corcoran,  in  pursuit.  Advancing  rap- 
idly but  cautiously  we  soon  arrived  at  the  enemy's  earthworks,  which 
were  found  quite  deserted.  Pushing  on,  a  small  cavalry  detachment 
was  sent  to  Cypress  Chapel,  on  the  Edenton  road,  where  several  rebel 
officers  and  men  were  secured,  and  with  the  main  body  we  moved  by 
the  first  available  road  over  to  the  main  Somerton  road,  and  leaving 
a  force  at  the  cross-roads  pushed  on  to  Leesville,  where  we  united  with 
Colonel  Foster's  column,  which^  starting  simultaneously  with  ourselves 
and  having  some  5  miles  less  distance  to  travel,  had  reached  that  point 
in  advance  of  us  and  succeeded  in  picking  up  large  numbers  of  strag- 
glers and  a  portion  of  the  enemy's  rear  guard  as  prisoners. 

Brigadier  General  Corcoran  then  assuming  command  of  the  united 
forces,  we  advanced  some  distance  toward  Holland's  Comers,  where,  upon 
consultation,  it  was  decided  that  no  advantage  could  be  gained  by  push- 
ing the  infantry  farther,  as  our  advanced  scouts  and  others  reported 
the  main  force  of  the  enemy  already  over  the  river  and  occupying  their 
strong  earthworks  ^here.    Cavalry,  however,  was  thrown  forward  to 
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Holland's  Oorners,  OansTiUe^  Deserted  Hooee,  &e.  and  succeeded  in 
brin^g  in  some  40  or  50  prisoners.  The  entire  column  was  then  re- 
tained to  Suffolk  and  the  troops  resnmed  the  osnal  regimental  and 
general  duties. 

During  the  time  that  I  have  been  in  command  of  this  part  of  General 
Gorcoran's  front  occasional  but  immaterial  changes  have  occurred  in  the 
troops  and  their  dispositions. 

1  have  but  few  casualties  to  report,  a  list  of  which  has  been  forwarded. 
Much  arduous  labor  has  been  accomplished,  which  can  but  prove  satis- 
factory to  the  general  commanding. 

I  am  happy  to  say  in  conclusion  that  with  scarce  an  exception  officers 
and  meUj  under  every  circumstance  of  exposure,  fatigue,  and  danger, 
have  exhibited  such  cheeiful  endurance,  earnest  faithfhlness,  and  eager 
desire  to  meet  the  enemy  as  must  always  insure  them  success,  while  it 
merits  the  admiration  and  gra^tude  of  the  commanding  generals. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

0HABLE8  G.  DODGE, 

BrigadMT'QmerdL 

Oapt.  J.  J.  BliOBOBTTy 

AuitUmt  Adjutant-OeMToL 


No.  15. 


Btfort  of  Brig.  Otn,  Oeorge  W.  Oettg^  U.  8.  Army^  oamimanding  Third 

Division,  Ninth  Army  Corps, 

Hdqbs.  Thibd  DrvisioN,  Nikth  Abmy  Corps, 

SuffoUcj  Va.,  May  12, 1863. 

Sib:  On  April  11,  the  alarm  of  the  enemy's  approach  being  given, 
in  compliance  with  the  orders  of  the  m%)or-genend  commanding,  the 
troops  of  this  division  were  cidled  out  under  arms.  The  pickets  along 
the  northeastern  fh)nt  were  strengthened:  two  companies  of  the  Tenth 
New  Hampshire  were  placed  in  Fort  Halleck,  where  they  remained 
until  May  10;  the  troops  under  Colonel  Dutton  engaged  in  fortifying 
the  river;  the  Twenty- Arst  Connecticut  and  five  companies  of  the  Thir- 
teenth New  Hampshire  at  Fort  Connecticut;  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island, 
One  hundred  and  third  New  York,  and  the  remainder  of  the  Thirteenth 
New  Hampshire  at  Fort  Stevens  were  caUed  in.  Three  companies, 
however,  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  were  ordered  to  remain  at 
Fort  Connecticut,  with  orders  to  observe  the  river,  resist  any  attempt 
of  the  enemy  to  cross  until  the  last  moment,  and  then  to  fall  back  to 
Suffolk  over  the  corduroy  bridge  across  Broer's  Creek,  taking  up  the 
bridge.  The  troops  remained  under  arms  and  on  the  alert  during  the 
night.  The  Second  Brigade  strengthened  the  south  front  between 
Forts  Union  and  McClellan,  and  remained  in  this  position  until  April 
28,  with  the  exception  of  the  Eighth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  which,  on 
the  14th,  was  ordered  to  the  river  front,  where  it  has  since  remained. 

On  the  18th  General  Harland  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
front  from  Fort  Halleck  to  Battery  Onondaga,  and  on  the  28th  the 
Eleventh  and  Fifteenth  Regiments  Connecticut  Volunteers,  and  on  the 
29th  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  Volunteers,  reported  to  him. 

On  the  12th  Col.  A.  H.  Dutton,  commanding  the  Third  Brigade, 
was  placed  in  command  of  the  line  of  defenses  included  between  Forts 
Jericho  and  Halleck,  and  at  once  set  to  work  throwing  up  rifle-pits 
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and  fortifyiDg  his  position.  Under  Oolonel  1>attoii's  snpervlakm  tiie 
front  between  Fort  Halleck  and  Battcnry  Onondaga  was  very  materially 
strengthened.  Bifle-pits  were  thrown  up,  covering  all  the  approaehes 
by  the  Portsmouth  roG^d,  and  a  second  line  on  the  west  bank  of  Jericho 
Creek  and  Fort  Dutton,  on  the  left  of  Fort  Jericho,  was  thrown  up.  He 
was  relieved  on  April  18  by  Brigadier-General  Harland  and  assigned  to 
the  command  of  the  river  defenses  between  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek 
and  Dr.  Council's.  The  Eighty-ninth  B^^ent  New  York  Volunteers 
was  placed  in  Fort  Montgomery,  where  it  remained  until  May  6  with 
the  exception  of  temporary  absences. 

On  the  Idth  the  Fourth  Begiment  Bhode  Island  Yolnnteers  was  or- 
dered to  report  to  Brifi^Miier-GenenJ  Corcoran  and  was  stationed  by 
him  behind  the  breastworks  on  the  left  of  Fort  Union.  It  occupied  this 
position  until  May  1,  when  it  was  relieved  by  the  Ninth  Vermont  and 
placed  on  the  line  of  river  defenses  near  Fort  Connecticut,  where  it  now 
is.  The  One  hundred  and  third  New  York  was  stationed  on  the  13th 
instant  behind  the  breastworks  to  the  left  of  Fort  Union,  a  position 
which  it  held  until  May  6.  The  Ninth  Begiment  New  York  Voluuteers 
was  placed  in  Fort  Nansemond,  where  it  remained  until  relieved  and 
sent  North  on  May  3. 

It  is  my  painfull  duty  in  this  connection  to  animadvert  upon  the  course 
pursued  by  the  Ninth  Begiment  New  York  Volunteers,  who  Ibr  the  first 
time  in  their  military  history  turned  their  backs  upon  the  enemy,  and, 
deaf  to  the  appeals  of  the  commander  of  the  department^  persisted  in 
returning  home,  when  every  consideration  of  patriotism,  honor,  and 
pride  called  upon  them  to  remain  and  share  the  dangers  of  battle  with 
their  comrades  in  the  field.  Most  deeply  do  I  regret  that  a  regiment 
whose  career  since  they  entered  the  service  two  years  ago  has  been 
most  brilliant  should  at  the  close  sully  their  glorious  reputation  by  such 
an  act;  but  it  is  due  to  truth  to  say  that  in  my  opinion  the  fvult  lies 
chiefly  with  the  officers,  and  most  of  all  with  uie  commanding  officer, 
whose  whole  course  in  this  afbir  seems  to  have  been  actuated  by  per- 
sonal pique  and  caprice. 

On  April  14,  reconnoitering  along'the  river,  I  discovered  a  battery  of 
the  enemy  at  Norfleet's  &rm.  which  in  an  engagement  that  morning 
with  our  gunboats  had  disabled  the  Mount  Wai^dngton  and  repulsed 
the  remainder.  I  found  that  this  batteiy  mountea  four  guns — two 
20poander  Parrotts  and  two  brass  12-pounders;  that  it  commanded 
completely  a  point  directly  opposite  and  extending  out  some  distance 
from  this  side,  and  that  a  large  pariiy  of  the  enemy  was  at  work  strength- 
ening the  battery  and  throwing  up  additional  works  and  rifle-pits.  I 
immediately  sent  for  guns  and  troops,  negroes  and  tools,  which  arrived 
in  the  course  of  the  afternoon. 

During  the  night  I  filled  the  point  with  sharpshooters  to  dispute  the 
passage  of  the  enemy  in  case  he  attempted  to  cross,  and  posted  the 
Tenth  New  Hampshire  and  a  section  of  artillery  to  check  his  further 
advance  in  case  he  succeeded  in  driving  our  sharpshooters  and  effecting 
a  lodgment  on  the  point  Their  position  was  strengthened  with  rifle-pits 
during  the  night  Two  positions  were  selected  for  batteries,  one  near 
the  base  of  and  a  little  to  the  right  of  the  point,  since  named  Battery 
Kimball,  distant  some  1,200  yai^s  from  the  enemy's  battery,  the  other 
on  the  left  side  of  the  point,  at  the  mouth  of  BroePs  Creek,  distant  900 
yards  from  the  enemy's  battery,  and  since  named  Battery  Morris. 

The  works  were  pushed  vigorously  daring  the  night  Battery  Mor- 
ris, constructed  by  Captain  Beger,  Second  Wisconsin  Battery,  who, 
with  three  guns  of  his  battery  (10-pounder  Panotts),  had  been  sent  to 
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me  by  the  order  of  the  oommanding  genend.  was  completed  tnd  tbe  gnna 
placed  in  position  before  2  a.  m*  Battery  Kimball  was  completed  aboat 
midnight.  Two  20-poander  Parrott  gons,  under  Captain  Morris,  Ninth 
Begiment  New  York  Yolnnteers,  and  one  3-lnch  gun  of  the  Foorth  Wis 
consin  Batteiy,  also  nnder  his  onarge,  were  placed  in  position.  Both 
batteries  were  screened  by  trees  and  nnderwood. 

At  daylight  the  next  morning  Captain  Beger.  catting  away  the  trees 
which  intercepted  his  fire,  opened  on  the  enemy's  battery,  firing  peroos- 
sion-shell  from  one  gun,  fhse-shell  from  a  second,  and  case-shot  from 
the  third.  In  a  few  moments  the  enemy  replied,  firing  briskly.  Several 
of  the  20-poander  shells  passed  through  and  tnrough  the  finul  parapet 
of  Battery  Morris.  As  soon  as  his  whole  attention  was  engaged  with 
Battery  Morris  and  the  position  of  his  guns  ascertained  from  their  fire, 
the  screen  was  thrown  aside  from  Battery  Kimball  and  Captain  Morris 
opened  fixe  frt>m  idl  his  guns,  directing  his  whole  fire  on  one  piece  of 
the  enemy,  and  succeesiyely  on  two  others,  silencing  all  three  in  turn, 
Captain  Beger  meanwhile  keeping  np  a  hot  and  well-directed  fire  from 
his  three  guns  in  Battery  Morris.  At  the  end  of  two  hours  the  enemy's 
fire  slackened  and  became  very  feeble.  In  another  hour  he  was  entirely 
silenced. 

During  the  action  our  sharpahootersy  who  had  been  placed  on  the 
I)oint  and  on  an  island  in  the  marsh  to  the  right,  kept  up  a  fire  which 
must  have  proved  veiy  annoying  to  the  enemy's  gunners,  since  it  pro- 
voked one  or  two  dis<£arges  of  canister.  The  following  night  he  with- 
drew his  guns. 

The  on^  casualties  were  8  drivers  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  United  States 
Artillery,  wounded,  1  mortally.  One  of  the  20-pounder  Parrotts  threw 
off  its  muzsle  after  firing  twelve  rounds  and  was  replaced  by  a  3-inch 
gun  from  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  a  section  of  which  had  been 
sent  to  me  and  was  kept  in  reserve. 

The  three  days  following  every  nerve  was  strained  to  put  the  river  in 
a  thorough  state  of  defense.  The  military  road  already  completed  to 
Fort  Connectient  was  extended  to  Fort  Stevens.  Batteries  and  rifle- 
pits  were  thrown  up  on  all  the  exposed  points.  The  troops,  as  fast  as 
they  arrived,  were  sent  into  the  trenches,  and  on  the  18th  the  following 
was  the  disposition  of  the  troops  along  the  line  of  the  river: 

Lieut  O.  B.  Easterly,  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  at  Battery  Kimball, 
with  one  20-pounder  Parrott  and  two  3-inch  guns;  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  with  one  company  of  sharpshooters,  holding 
position  next  below  the  mouth  of  Jericho  Creek:  Captain  Beger,  Second 
Wisconsin  Battery,  with  two  guns,  in  Battoy  Morris,  supported  by  one 
company  of  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers ;  Lieutenant  Crabb, 
with  one  section  of  light  12-pounder8;  Lieutenant  Schulz,  with  one  sec- 
tion of  lO-pounder  Parrotts;  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers, 
Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers,  one  company  of  the  Twenty-fitYh  New  Jer- 
sey Volunteers,  and  four  companies  of  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Voi- 
onteers,  under  the  command  of  Colonel  Donohoe,  Tenth  New  Hampshire 
Volunteers,  holding  position  of  Fort  Connecticut,  from  Broer's  Creek  to 
iDr.  Council's;  Captsdn  Morris,  with  two  20-i)oonder  Parrotts  in  Battery 
Stevens,  supported  by  Colonel  Pease,  One  hundred  and  seventeenth 
New  York  Volunteers;  M%|or  Wheelan  on  the  right  of  Colonel  Pease, 
with  four  companies  of  Mounted  Rifles,  and  five  gunboats  between  the 
mouth  of  Broer's  Creek  and  a  point  half  a  mile  below  Dr.  Council's  land- 
ing. Gunboats  below  West  Branch;  number  not  known.  Two  regi- 
ments of  in&ntry,  the  Eighth  Connecticut  acd  Nineteenth  Wisconsin 
Volunteers,  six  companies,  and  one  section  of  artillery  in  reserve. 
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On  the  14th  instant  the  enemy  had  planted  a  battery  in  the  earth- 
works on  Hill's  Point,  and,  in  the  engagement  that  ensued  betweec 
them  and  oar  naval  forces  in  the  river,  almost  entirely  destroyed  the 
gonboat  Monnt  Washington.  After  this  action  Ave  gunboats  returned 
to  the  Upper  Nansemond,  above  Hill's  Point,  and  it  became  evident 
that  their  safety  required  that  this  battery  should  be  silenced,  for  the 
channel  of  the  river  runs  within  60  yards  of  Hill's  Point,  and  the  action 
of  the  14th  showed  conclusively  that  it  would  be  almost  certain  de- 
struction for  any  boat  to  attempt  to  run  past  It  was  therefore  with 
a  view  to  deliver  our  gunboats  nom  a  dangerous  position,  as  well  as  to 
annoy  the  enemy  and  to  gain  possession  of  an  important  point  for 
fhture  operations,  that  an  expedition  to  out  out  the  battery  was  under- 
taken. The  plan  of  operation,  as  arranged  with  Lieutenant  Lamson, 
IT.  S.  Navy,  commanding  flotilla,  was  as  follows :  Five  hundred  men 
were  to  embark  on  tiie  gnnbcMEit  Stepping  Stones  at  Dr.  Oouncil's  land- 
ing, proceed  down  the  river,  land  on  Hill's  Point  just  above  the  bat^ 
tery,  and  charge  the  works  with  the  bayonet  Lieutenant  Lamson 
volunteered  to  land  four  boat  howitzers  to  cooperate  in  this  movement^ 
and  at  his  request  was  furnished  with  40  men  to  man  the  drag-ropes. 

At  5.30  p.  m.  on  April  19,  detachments  of  130  men  from  the  Eighth 
Connecticut  and  140  men  m>m  the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  embarked 
on  the  Stepping  Stones  at  Dr.  Oouncil's  landing.  A  canvas  screen, 
which  effectually  concealed  the  men,  was  drawn  up  all  around  the  deck, 
and  the  boat  pushed  off  and  steamed  rapidly  down  the  stream.  As  ehe 
approached  the  battery  not  a  shot  was  fired  or  a  sound  heard  to  indi- 
cate the  presence  of  the  enemy.  He  was  waiting,  with  all  his  gnus 
double-shotted  with  canister,  until  the  vessel  should  come  abreast  and 
within  50  yards  of  his  battery.  At  300  yards  above  the  battery  Lieu- 
tenant Lamson  headed  his  boat  inshore,  but  striking  on  a  spile  she 
glanced  off,  and,  borne  on  the  ebb-tide^  was  on  the  eve  of  shooting  in 
fi'out  of  the  battery,  when  Lieutenant  Lamson,  with  admirable  presence 
of  mind,  reversed  the  paddle-wheels  and  backed  her  aground.  The 
men  jumped  off  from  both  ends  of  the  boat  up  to  their  waists  in  mud 
and  water,  scrambled  hastily  ashore,  and  with  a  cheer  dashed  for  the 
battery,  in  an  instant  Lieutenant  Lamson  had  landed  his  howitzers 
and  followed.  The  enemy,  apprised  of  our  approach  by  the  cheers, 
opened  a  hot  fire  of  musketry,  and  was  enabled  even  to  reverse  and 
fire  one  of  his  guns ;  but  seeing  himself  cut  off^  and  receiving  one  or 
two  discharges  of  canister  from  Lamson's  howitzers,  he  surrendered. 
The  capture  of  5  guns,  7  officers,  and  130  men,  the  liberation  of  the  five 
gunboats  above,  and  the  occupation  of  a  point  of  vital  importance  to 
the  enemy  and  an  admirable  point  of  operations  for  us  were  the  results 
of  one  of  the  most  brilliant  achievements  of  the  war.  Our  loss  was  4 
killed  and  10  wounded. 

The  battery  taken,  our  whole  attention  was  turned  to  fortifying  the 

Eosition  and  preparing  for  attack.  The  boat  howitzers  were  pla^  in 
attery  just  above  the  landing  place  in  a  position  to  sweep  the  plain  in 
front  over  which  the  attacking  party  must  pass,  rifle-pits  were  com- 
menced, and  pickets  thrown  out.  Col.  A.  H.  Dutton  was  placed  in  com- 
mand. Five  companies  of  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers,  a 
detachment  of  60  men  of  the  Ninth  Yermout,  Colonel  Pease,  One  hun- 
dred and  seventeenth  New  York,  with  four  companies  of  his  regiment, 
and  Lieutenant  Orabb,  Battery  A,  Fifth  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  with  gun  de- 
tachments to  man  the  captured  pieces,  were  sent  over  to  re-enforce  the 
position,  and  by  morning  a  formidable  line  of  rifle-pits  and  batteries  was 
erected. 
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The  boat  howiteerB  were  wUihdiawii  and  re-embarked  on  the  atrival 
of  Lieatenant  Grabb.  Oontrary  to  expectation  the  morning  dawned 
without  an  attack.  A  section  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  under 
the  command  of  Lieutenant  Mnrray,  and  the  remainder  of  the  One  hon- 
dred  and  seventeenth  New  York  were  sent  across.  The  day  was  spent 
in  fortifying  and  strengthening  the  position.  No  demonstration  was 
made  by  the  enemy  during  the  day  with  the  exception  that  in  the 
morning  a  line  of  skirmishers  advanced  across  a  field  and  afterward 
withdrew. 

In  compliance  with  the  order  of  the  m%|or-general  commanding,  given 
npon  my  representations,  the  position  was  evacuated  on  the  ni^^t  of 
the  20th.  The  movement  began  soon  after  dark.  The  artillery,  in- 
trenching tools,  surplus  ammunition,  &c.,  were  embarked  on  tlie  Step- 
ping Stones,  and  the  troops  ferried  across  and  landed  on  the  marsh  op- 
posite by  the  West  Bnd  and  by  small  boats.  The  picket  line  was  held 
to  the  last  moment,  and  at  12.30  o'clock  the  last  load  crossed  over  un- 
distarbed  by  the  enemy,  who  during  the  whole  evacuation  scarcely  fired 
a  shot  or  gave  the  least  annoyance. 

After  the  capture  of  Hill's  Point  Battery  nothing  of  special  impor- 
tance occurred  until  May  3.  The  enemy's  shariwhooters  caused  consid- 
erable annoyance  to  our  pickets  and  working  parties ;  nevertheless  the 
works  were  pushed  vigorously,  every  available  man  being  sent  into  the 
trenches. 

On  the  18th  the  enemy  opened  fire  firom  two  heavy  guns  in  sunken 
batteries  on  the  West  Branch,  a  few  hundred  yards  above  Hill's  Point; 
but  the  capture  of  Hill's  Point  on  the  19th  exposed  them  to  a  similar 
fiBKto  and  necessitated  their  withdrawaL  They  were  withdrawn  on  the 
night  of  the  10th. 

On  the  24th  the  Ninth  Vermont,  Bighth  Oonnecticut,  and  the  Nine- 
teenth Wisconsin  Yolunteers  were  ordered  by  the  m%jor-general  com- 
manding to  report  to  Gtoeral  Dodge  to  take  part  in  a  reconnaissance 
under  direction  of  G^eneral  Oorooran.  They  returned  the  following 
morning. 

On  the  27th  instant  a  new  battery  of  the  enemy  was  discovered  some 
distance  west  of  Norfleet^s  hoase,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  it 
opened  fire  on  the  Swan  and  Oommeree,  two  unarmed  steamers  which 
passed  down  the  river  from  Suffolk. 

On  April  30  the  enemy  opened  fljie  from  a  battery  of  three  heavy  guns 
at  Le  Compters  house  on  tiie  West  Branch.  After  a  short  engagement 
with  the  gunboats  and  the  two  20-pounder  Parrotts,  under  Captain 
Morris,  in  Fort  Stevens,  tiie  battery  was  rilenced. 

On  May  2  1  received  orders  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Provi- 
dence Ghureh  road  the  following  day. 

The  operations  of  the  3d  instant  constituted  a  reconnaissance  designed 
to  ascertain  the  number  and  position  of  the  enemy's  force  and  his  move- 
ments. They  were  threefold.  The  main  force  was  to  advance  on  the 
Providence  Ohcreh  road,  while  two  expeditions  were  to  cross  the  Nanse- 
mond  below  at  different  jioints,  seiase  Seed's  Ferry,  and  feel  the  enemy's 
left.  The  One  hundred  and  third  and  Bighty-ninth  Begiments  New 
York  Yolanteero,  supported  by  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  and  Thir- 
teenth New  Hampshire,  crossing  the  bridge  over  the  river,  deployed  as 
skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left  of  the  road  and  advanced,  driving  the 
enemy  back  firom  position  to  position  until  he  took  refiige  in  his  rifie- 
pits  and  batteries.  Hasbrouck's  battery  followed  along  the  road,  and, 
with  the  assistance  of  Davis'  battery,  kept  silent  the  enemy's  artillery. 
V  Wheelan,  with  four  companies  of  the  Mounted  Bifles,  tbUowed 
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HMbioaok'8  battery  bat  was  not  bfovigbt  into  aetk^  The  Oomiaelioiit 
legimenta,  Bleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth,  onder  Genecal  Hariand, 
followed  and  snpported  the  adVanoe,  relieving  the  advance  legimentB 
ae  they  exhaoeted  their  ammnnition  and  holding  the  gnnrnd  already 
gained;  Colonel  Qnderdonk's  oavaliy,  the  One  hnndred  and  Ibrty-tiiiid, 
One  hundred  and  forty-fourth,  and  One  hnndred  and  seventieth  Regi- 
ments New  York  Yolnnteers,  oonstitated  the  reserve,  nnder  the  eom- 
mand  of  Colonel  Mclvor,  of  the  One  handxed  and  seventieth  Begiment 
New  York  Yolnnteers. 

The  enemy  was  found  stronely  posted  at  tiie  forks  of  the  Providenee 
Church  and  Beed's  Ferry  roads.    An  earthwork  on  his  left  rested  on  a 
swamp,  from  which  strong  rifle-pits  eztmided  across  his  whole  front 
and  rested  on  his  right  on  a  branch  of  the  river.    It  will  be  seen  that 
the  position  could  not  be  turned,  and  to  cany  it  a  direct  assault  had  to 
be  made  on  the  firont,  which,  even  if  sucoessftil,  must  inevitablr  have 
resulted  in  a  great  sacrifice  of  life.    It  was  determined,  therefore,  on 
consultation  with  the  m%|or-general  commanding,  that  the  otiJects  of  the 
reconnaissance,  in  revealing  the  position  and  force  of  the  enemy,  were 
attained  as  frur  as  was  possmle  under  the  drcumstanoes,  and  therefore 
nothing  remained  but  to  withdraw  with  as  little  loss  as  possible.    Ao- 
cordingly,  the  rifle-pits  on  the  enemy's  side  next  the  draw-bridge  were 
manned  by  the  One  hundred  and  seventieth  New  York  Yolnntears,  and 
the  whole  force  was  rapidly  and  quietiy  withdrawn  without  the  loss  of  a 
man.  The  movement  was  completed  by  9  p.  m.  and  the  bridge  taken  up. 
We  lost  in  this  engagement  Col.  Benjamin  Bingold,  of  the  One  hun- 
dred and  third  Begiment  New  York  Yolnnteers,  a  most  gallant  and  val- 
nableofflcer,  who  fell  at  the  head  of  his  m^ent  late  in  the  afternoon.* 
Meanwhile  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island  \^ilunteers  crossed  in  boats  at 
Hill's  Point  at  daylight  and  advanced  across  the  field  towwrd  the  wood^ 
but^  encountering  a  superior  force  of  the  enemy  advantageously  posted 
in  the  woods,  they  were  compelled,  after  coneiderable  skirmishmg,  to 
withdraw  upon  Hill's  Point,  firom  whence  they  were  withdrawn  to 
this  side  the  following  night    The  Fourth  Bhode  Island  was  assisted 
by  a  boat  howitser  fh>m  &e  Commodore  Barney  and  by  a  detachment 
of  the  One  hnndred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Yolnnteers.     The 
Twenty-first  Connecticut,  a  section  of  Yallee's  battery,  Fourth  Wiscon- 
siuj  and  a  sergeant  and  10  men  from  the  Mounted  Bifles,  under  command 
-^f  Mi^or  Crosby^  of  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut,  crossed  the  river  near 
^eepy  Hole,  with  the  assistance  of  the  gunboats,  and  advanced  to 
ickatuck,  where  they  drove  out  some  300  of  the  enemy's  cavalry, 
of  whidi  retreated  on  the  route  leading  to  Isle  of  Wight  and  the 
ider  on  the  road  leading  to  Everett^s  Bridge,  some  3  miles  above 
Ferry.    Skirmishing  Si  tiie  way,  they  pu&ed  forward  to  Beed's 
'hich  they  occupied  after  a  brisk  skirmish,  in  which  they  cap- 
untenant  and  15  men.    Being  unable  to  communicate  with  our 
\e  left,  the  Fourth  Bhode  Islander  the  main  advance,  M%jor 
'ed  down  the  left  bank  of  the  West  Branch  to  the  l^anse-. 
k  up  an  intrendied  camp,  from  which  he  was  withdrawn 
'^y.    He  lost  2  killed  and  4  wounded. 
<3ommanding  general  published  Qeneral  Orders,  No.  31, 
^treat  of  the  enemy. 

^  Orders,  No.  14,  were  issued,  disposing  the  troops  of 
ws,  which  positions  they  now  occupy :  The  Second 

nny  Ck>fM  DepsrfciiMiit  of  Yin^fti  for  the  immth  of  Mij, 
^Mltiesm  this  alEMr:  Sixty  lollod  and  wounded. 
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Brigade^  General  B.  Hariand,  ftom  Fort  Halleok  to  them  rath  of  Jericho 
GaDal;  the  Third  Brigade,  OoL  A.  H.  Dntton,  on  tiie  river,  from  the 
month  of  Jeridho  Creek  to  Battery  Stevens:  the  First  Brigade,  OoL 
H.  8.  Fairchild,  in  reserve  i^ong  the  line  of  Suffolk  Oonnty  road  from 
Jerioho  Canal  to  Calhoun's;  the  artillery  in  the  batteries  along  the 
river. 

The  amount  of  work  performed  by  troops  on  this  line,  taken  in  con- 
uection  with  the  great  amount  of  picket  duty  necessitated  by  titie  extent 
y{  the  line  and  the  incessant  watchfhlness  imposed  by  the  presence  of 
^he  daring  and  enterprising  enemy  in  great  force,  is  astounding.  On  the 
front,  from  Fort  Halleck  to  Battery  Onondaga,  there  have  bMi  thrown 
ap  3,434  yards  of  rifle-pits  and  308  yards  of  parapet,  7  fact  high  and  7 
feet  in  thickness  on  t<^.  On  the  river  line,  4,398  yards  of  rifle-pits, 
1,944  feet  of  parapet,  with  an  average  height  of  8  feet  and  thickness  of 
something  over  10  feet  on  top,  were  constructed.  In  addition  to  which 
some  10  miles  of  entirely  new  roads,  including  several  bridges  over 
impassable  creeks  and  marshes  and  miles  of  corduroying,  were  made. 
Much  of  the  work  was  done  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy's  sharpshooters, 
who  proved  exceedingly  annoying  during  the  whole  course  of  the  siege. 
These  results  could  not  have  been  obtained  had  I  not  had  the  efficient 
supi)ort  of  Colonels  Dutton  and  Pease,  commanding  the  upper  and  lower 
douses  respectively,  and  their  officers  and  men.  Both  of  these  offi- 
cen  worked  day  and  night. 

Colonel  Dutton,  in  addition  to  his  duties  as  a  commanding  officer,  was 
also  obliged  to  assume  those  of  an  engineer,  and  personidly  laid  out  and 
constructed  many  of  the  most  imi)ortant  works  on  this  line. 

Lieutenant  Murray,  of  Battery  A,  Fifth  IJ.  S.  Artillery,  was  also  of 
great  serrioe  in  constructinff  works.  Fort  Lamson  and  a  battery  next 
below  Dr.  Council's  was  laid  out  by  him. 

Hie  services  of  Colonel  Derrom,  in  constructing  roads  and  bridges, 
were  of  the  utmost  value.  Without  the  bridge  constructed  by  him 
across  Broer's  Creek  it  is  doubtM  whether  the  line  of  the  river  could 
have  been  held  with  the  small  force  at  my  disposal. 

Colonel  Stevens,  also,  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  is  deserving 
of  credit.  Both  Colonels  Stevens  and  Derrom  displayed  zeal.  Judg- 
ment, and  courage  on  the  3d  instant 

The  whole  deportment  of  the  troops  was  excellent ;  with  a  single  ex- 
ception there  was  no  complaint  Every  order  was  obeyed  with  the 
utmost  cheerfulness,  and  the  same  men  who  came  off  picket  duty  in  the 
morning  went  on  &tigne  duty  at  night  without  a  murmnr. 

The  artillery  is  ^pSdMy  deserving  of  great  credit  Captain  Morris, 
Ninth  New  York  volunteers,  with  a  battery  of  20-pounaer  Parrotts, 
with  the  assistance  of  three  10  pounder  Parrotts  of  Cax»tain  Beger's 
battery,  silenced  most  eflfectually  the  enemy's  battery  at  Norfleet^s,  and 
afterward  rendered  good  service  in  silencing  his  batteries  at  Le  Compters. 

The  services  of  the  signal  officers,  Lieutenants  Thayer  and  Mnrray, 
were  great,  and  rendered  always  cheerfally  and  promptly. 

1  cannot  dose  this  report  witiiont  acknowledging  the  important  serv- 
ices rendered  by  the  naval  forces  co-operating  in  the  river,  a  tribute 
which  they  have  richly  merited.  Lieutenants  Cueliing  and  Lamson 
and  the  officera  and  men  of  their  commands  have  shown  that  in  then* 
country's  service  they  know  no  fear,  and  that  the  old  breed  of  naval 
heroes  is  not  extinct ;  but  to  Lieutenant  Lamson  in  particular,  whose 
gallantry  exliibited  in  his  engagements  at  Norfleet'8  and  at  Hill's  Point 
has  been  fhlly  equaled  by  the  willingness  and  desire  he  has  shown  on 
all  occasions  to  co>openiite  with  the  land  fiiroes  and  to  do  everything 
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fbr  the  good  of  the  servioe,  my  thanks  are  dm.  But  in  aeknowledging 
the  senrioes  of  meritoriaaB  offloerB  I  mnat  not  omit  those  of  my  own 
staffl  To  their  servioes  I  am  myself  a  witness,  and  irith  great  pleaeore 
am  I  able  to  state  that  in  every  emergency  they  have  responded  to  tiie 
call  made  npon  them  with  alacrity  and  willingness.  Oaptain  Gardner, 
assistant  a^ntant-general ;  Lieutenants  MoKeohnie  and  Fttzon,  aides- 
de-camp  *y  Dr.  Humphreys,  medical  director,  and  lieutenant  Herbert, 
ordnance  officer,  did  their  whole  duty,  and  in  this  is  comprised  eveicy- 
thing. 

Oapt.  Hasard  Steveos,  assistant  adjutant-general,  whose  distinguished 
services  and  conduct  have  been  acknowledged  in  previous  reports,  was 
particuliffly  conspicuous  throughout  tiie  operatious  above  redted.  On 
all  occasions,  whether  in  the  disdiarge  of  his  legitimate  duties  in  the 
trenches,  reconnoitering,  or  on  the  field  under  the  enemy's  fire,  he 
evinced  an  earnestness  and  devotion  worthy  of  emulation  and  deserv- 
ing the  highest  praise. 

I  append  lists*  of  officers  and  men  of  the  Bighty-ninth  New  York 

and  Eightb  Oonnecticut  Volunteers,  who  participated  in  the  storming 

of  the  enemy's  battery  at  Hill's  Point ;  also  reports  of  brigade,  battery. 

and  regimental  commanders.    Lists  of  casualties  already  tninsmitted.t 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant 

GEO.  W.  OBTTY. 

M9j.  B.  B.  FOBTBB, 


No.  le. 


Bepart  of  Ool  Rarriion  A  FairdUld^  Bight^-nUv^  New  York  If^mOr^. 

oom/mamikng  First  Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  Fibst  Bbio.,  Thibd  Drv.,  Ninth  Asmr  CtoBPs, 

Near  BufoXk^  Va.^  Mof  7, 18G3. 

Sib  :  In  compliance  to  droular  orders  from  Headquarters.  Third  Di- 
vision, dated  May  5, 1803, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  re- 
port: 

On  the  evening  of  April  11,  by  your  orders,  I  sent  two  companies  of 
the  Tenth  New  Hampi^ire  to  Fort  Halleck,  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
12th  the  remaining  eight  companies  of  this  regiment  were  sent  to  relieve 
the  Eighty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  on  picket  at  the  Jericho  Canal, 
and  the  Eighty-ninth  Begiment  orderea  to  Fort  Montgomery. 

On  the  13th  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  was  relieved  by 
the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Volunteers  Mid  returned  to  camp.  On 
the  afternoon  of  April  13  the  One  hundred  and  third  Begiment  New 
York  Volunteers  was  sent  to  the  front,  on  the  right  of  Fort  Union,  and 
the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers  was  held  in  reserve  between  Forts 
Union  and  McGiellan  until  evening  and  then  sent  to  Fort  Nansemond. 
On  the  same  afternoon  the  eight  companies  of  the  Tenth  New  Hamp- 
shire Volunteers  were  sent  to  the  Nansemond  Biver,  below  Jericho 
Canal,  near  the  small-pox  hospitaL    This  disposition  of  the  regiments 

*  Mot  fiNind.  tBmbodied  in  roTiied  sr«taiiMD'  p.  186 
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of  the  brigade,  and  satMnqiieuUy  placed  under  diftient  eoniinandeni 
otiier  than  the  brigade  oemmander,  remained  ao  nntQ  April  23,  when 
Ool.  B.  G.  Hadrians  aaenmed  oommand  of  this  brigade  by  8pe<nal  Or- 
dera,  No.  100,  dated  Headquarters  Third  DiviaioD,  April  23, 1863. 

On  Saturday,  May  2,  by  Spedal  Orders,  No.  109,  dated  Headquarters 
Third  Division,  May  2,  18iS3, 1  again  assumed  command  of  the  brigade, 
but  having  no  command  assignra  me  on  the  flront  with  any  portion  or 
the  brigade,  consequently  not  being  in  a  position  personally  to  observe 
the  actions  of  the  several  regiments,  I  can  only  submit  reports  of  the 
regimental  commanders,  giving  an  account  of  their  operations,  and  a  list 
of  casualties  in  each  regiment,  which  are  herewith  inclosed.* 

General,  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  veiy  reroectftilly, 

H.  8.  FAntOHILl>, 
OoUmelj  Oammamdimg. 
General  Gbobcub  W.  Gbttt, 

Oommamdimg  Xklrd  IHvUum,  Nimih  Anmy  Oarpi. 


No.  17. 


SppartaofOol  WiUUm B. Pease.  Oneh^mdredamdeevei^teeiUhKew  York 

HDQBS.  ONX  ETJWDVKD  AIXD  BEVBNTSBTNH  N.  T.  YOLS., 

Oalhaw^e  fMif,  Fa.,  ApHl  19, 1803—11^  a.  m. 

Gbmesal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  about  10.15  a.  m.  to-day  a  new 
rebel  battery,  opposite  Stevens^  battery  at  this  Point,  opened  fire  on  the 
gnnlxM^t  below  here.  They  iired  two  or  three  shots  before  the  boat 
replied.  The  boats  from  above  moved  down  to  a  point  opposite  this 
camp  and  opened  fire.  Stevens^  battery  opened  as  soon  as  possible  and 
very  satisfactorily.  A  new  battery  of  the  enemy,  heretofore  unknown 
to  us,  below  the  old  battery,  opened  the  Are,  and  we  believe  that  it  has 
been  pretty  effectually  silenced.  I  filled  the  rifle-pits,  dug  last  night, 
with  sharpshooters,  and  a  brisk  fire  has  been  kept  up  on  their  sharp- 
shooters. The  enemy  have  not  replied  to  the  fire  of  the  battery  on  this 
Point.  They  have  not  fired  for  the  last  forty  minutes.  The  gunboats 
are  firing  occasionally.  All  is  well.  No  casualties  known. 
Veiy  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE. 

General  Osttt, 

Oammamdinjf  Third  Divitian. 

Headqxjabtebs, 
OdOumn^e  Fointy  Fa.,  April  21, 1863. 

Oaptain:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  at  6  o'clock  p.  m.  yester- 
day 1  received  an  order  from  the  commanding  general  to  hold  the  One 
hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers  and  a  section  of  the 
Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery  in  readiness  to  march  to  the  landing  at  Dr. 
Council's  house  and  embark  for  Hill's  Point  in  case  the  party  sent 
against  the  enemy's  work  at  that  place  were  suooessfhL    The  place  was 

•Bmbodtod  hi  wriMd  •tataSMiil,  p.  SSa 
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oanied  about  7  o'olook  p.  m.,  and  thiB  oonunaod  maralied  iomediately. 
On  aniving  at  Dr.  Ooandl's  no  boat  was  xeady  to  take  the  eoBunaod 
over.  Abont  10  o^dock  p.  m.  Oaptain  Yallee  reedved  an  oider  to  letoni 
with  his  aeotion  of  artillenr  to  Oalhonn's  Point  The  One  hnndied  and 
seventeenth  New  York  Volunteers,  720  strong,  remained  in  the  road 
nntilabont  12  p.  m.,  and  received  an  order  to  report  to  Colonel  Donohoei 
Tenth  New  Hampuiire  Yolnnteers,  abont  1}  miles  above  Dr.  Council's. 
The  regiment  reported  as  ordered,  and  about  2.30  p.  m.  on  the  20th  an 
order  was  sent  to  send  four  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and  seven- 
teenth New  York  Volunteers  bade  to  Dr.  Council's  house  to  embark  fiv 
EQll's  Point  A  special  order  was  recdved  from  the  commanding  gen- 
eral for  the  cdond  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Yd- 
unteers  to  take  command  of  the  four  companies  of  his  regiment  and 
accompany  them  to  Hill's  Point  Companies  D,  F,  H,  and  K  were  the 
companies  sent  over;  tfaey  arrived  at  4  o^dook  p.  m«  and  began  to  in- 
trench. A  detail  was  made  tnm  the  companies  to  ftimish  skirmishers. 
The  skirmishers  were  deployed  and  exchanged  shots  with  the  enemy,  in 
whidi  First  Sergt  William  OasseLman,  Company  D,  One  hundred  and 
seventeenth  New  York  Yoluntcers,  was  severely  wounded  in  the  right 
leg  by  a  rifle-ball  firom  the  enemy's  skirmishers.  The  first  Are  appUed 
to  the  building  on  Hill's  Point  was  set  by  Second  Lieut  D.  B.  MagilL 
One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Yolunteers,  who  volunte^^ 
to  perform  the  service.  At  10  o'dock  a.  m.  on  the  20th  the  remainder 
of  tiie  regiment  arrived  and  reported  and  were  set  to  work  intrenching. 
At  3  o'dock  p.  m.  the  order  to  evacuate  the  Point  was  issued.  The  em- 
barkation commenced  on  one  of  the  gunboats,  and  after  landing  about 
400  men  on  the  marsh  oppodte  Hill's  Point  the  small  boats  were  substi- 
tuted^ and  the  crossing  of  all  was  completed  about  12.30  a.  m.  on  the 
mommg  of  the  21st  All  reached  their  old  camp  in  safety. 
I  am,  captain,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  E.  PEASE, 
Oolandf  Oamdg.  (Me  hmndred  amd  9ef>mUefUk  K.  7.  rob 

Capt  HAgARP  Stbvkhs. 

Ami.  A4ft  Gm.^  Third  Divi$ian^  ShUh  Army  Oarpe. 


Hl>QB8.  ONB  HT7in>BED  AND  SBVBlfTBBNTH  N.  Y.  YOLS., 

Oalhaun^s  Painty  Va.,  April  22, 1803—3.30  a.  m. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  reiK>rt  all  quieten  this  end  of  the  line. 
No  movement  of  the  enemy  discovered  last  night;  no  evidences  of  any 
parties  working  during  the  idght  If  we  could  have  the  use  of  a  12- 
pounder  boat  howitzer  it  would  be  very  effective  indeed  in  preventing 
the  enemy  from  placing  artillery  in  the  battery  on  the  opposite  shore. 
Captain  Morris  informs  me  that  the  howitzer  can  be  obtained  from  Cap- 
tain Cushing,  on  the  gunboat.  I  have  a  four-gun  battery  nearly  com- 
pleted, and  respectfolly  request  that  the  remainder  of  Captain  Yaliee's 
pieces  be  sent  down.  There  was  no  movement  of  the  gunboats  during 
the  night. 

Yery  respectfully,  captain,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  PEASE, 
OMoiieZ,  Oamdg.  One  kmndredamdeevmUeenithK  T.  VoU. 

Captain  Stbvbns, 

Aeiiettmt  Aijfuiam^OmemL 
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HXABQUABTBBS  GALHCOH^  POINT,  YA. 

Mmg  1,1863. 

Captain:  I  have  the  honor  to  xeport  the  gonboats  all  below  HQI's 
Pointi  Theywere  flied  upon  while  moving  down  aboat  7  o^dodk  p.  m. 
yert»rday.  The  cffioer  in  command  of  the  picket  at  Hill's  Point  last 
night  reports  that  aboat  9.40  p.  m.  his  sentinels  saw  men  approaehing 
in  small  parties  of  2  and  3,  and  onr  men  who  were  on  guard  in  advance 
of  the  rifle-pits  opened  fire  npon  them.  The  enemy  retomed  it  and  con- 
tinned  to  advance,  increasingin  nnmbers.  Onr  sentinels  fell  back,  flrinff, 
and  the  men  behind  the  rifle-pit  opened  fire :  but  the  enemy  still  ad- 
vanced and  greaflyontnombeied  onr  party.  Out  men  took  to  the  boats 
and  on  reaching  tilie  boats  not  a  piece  was  loaded  to  give  the  signal 
agreed  upon  in  case  they  were  obuged  to  retreat.  The  oflBcer  in  com- 
mand, Lieutenant  Magill,  then  fired  three  shots  firom  his  revolver,  which 
was  the  signal,  and  Si  put  oflEl  They  reached  the  opposite  bank  in 
safety  a  few  mhiutes  past  10  o'dook  p.  m.  There  was  no  firing  from  the 
enemy  after  the  boats  reached  the  shore,  but  in  going  they  flied  several 
volleys.  There  is  nothingin  reference  to  the  enemy's  batteries  since  7 
o^dock  p.  m.  yesterday.  The  SO-poonder  Parrott  has  not  arrived, 
very  respeotftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  PBASB, 

Oi^  HAgAKO  Bravms, 

AmkA4t^  OmLf  TUrd  IH9iaiamf  SkUh  Armii  09fr$. 


HSABQUABTRBS  OAIAOITN'S  PoINT,  YA., 

JCof  4, 1803—3.45  p.  m. 

Oaptain:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  this  morning  sent  Lien- 
tenant  BUdey,  of  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York  Volun- 
teers, with  30  men  of  his  regiment,  across  the  river  with  orders  to  ad- 
vance as  far  as  possible,  and  gain  such  information  as  he  could  of  the 
movements  of  the  enemy.  He  landed  and  sent  a  party  of  his  men  out  as 
skirmishers,  advancing  slowly  j  seeing  some  indications  of  the  enemy.  I 
ordered  him  to  return  to  the  nfle-pits  untQ  I  could  send  for  one  of  tne 
gunboats  to  come  up  and  protect  his  left  flank  and  rear.  At  1.30  p.  m., 
tiiere  being  no  indications  that  we  were  to  receive  any  assistance  firom 
the  gunboat,  I  directed  Lieutenant  Bisley  to  advance  slowly  and  go  as 
fiur  as  he  could.  He  started  and  found  no  impediment  to  his  progress; 
he  passed  four  batteries  in  the  woods  along  the  marsh  on  the  right  btaaik 
of  tiie  West  Branch  all  bearing  on  the  river.  He  reports  that  the  enemy 
kept  the  right  bank  of  the  west  Branch  very  strongly  picketed.  He 
passed  on  to  the  battery  on  the  hill  at  Le  Compters  house.  The  position 
is  a  very  strong  one ;  an  excavation  made  behind  a  fence,  revetted  with 
timbers  and  two  embrasures;  rifle-pits  on  the  right  and  rear  of  the 
buildings.  Lieutenant  Bid^  sent  a  dtisen  and  a  negro,  both  of  whom 
I  sent  to  headquarters  of  the  division. 

Very  respectflilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  PBA8B, 
CMmel,  Oommanding. 

Oapt  Hazard  firavBNS, 

Am8L  A^it.  0011.,  Tk4rd  DivMoa,  NhM  Arw^  Ocff. 
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Report  of  Brig.  Goi^  Edward  HarUuUL  U.  &  Armg^  oommamdimg  Bodomd 

Brigade. 

Hdqbs.  [Sboond  Bbio.  J  Thibd  Div.,  Ninth  Abmy  Oobpb, 

SuffoUcy  Va.y  Maig  6, 1863. 

Captain  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  following  report  of  the 
movementB  of  the  troops  of  this  brigade  firom  April  11  to  the  present 
time: 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  11  the  brigade  was  placed  under  arms  hi 
consequence  of  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  I  received  orders  ftom 
Geneial  Peck  to  hold  my  command  in  readiness  to  support  either  Gen- 
eral Terry  or  Oolond  Foster,  who  had  commands,  req[>ectivelyi  on  the 
rifrht  and  left  of  Fort  Nansemond. 

The  troops  remained  under  arms  during  the  night,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  12th,  l^  order  of  General  Peck,  I  sent  the  Eighth  and  Six- 
teenth Begiments  Connecticut  Volunteers  to  occupy  a  portion  of  the 
breastworks  on  the  right  of  Fort  Union.  About  noon  of  the  same  day 
I  received  verbal  instmctions  firom  Brigadier-General  Corcoran  to  take 
command  of  the  line  of  defenses  between  Forts  Union  and  McClellan. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14tfa  the  entire  brigade  was  posted  along  the 
line  of  breastworks  under  my  command.  That  evening,  by  order  of 
General  Peck,  I  sent  the  Bighui  Connecticut  to  report  to  General  Getty 
for  instructions,  since  which  time  the  regiment  has  not  been  under  my 
command. 

On  April  18  I  was  ordered  to  take  command  of  the  line  of  defenses 
extending  firom  Fort  Halleck  to  Battery  Onondaga.  The  Eleventh  and 
Fifteenth  Begiments  reported  to  me  on  April  28  and  the  Sixteenth  on 
the  29th. 

Nothing  of  any  importance  occoried  until  May  8,  when,  with  the 
Bleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth  B^iments,  I  took  part  in  the  re- 
connaissance on  the  Providence  Church  road.  The  regiments  crossed 
the  Nansemond  at  the  draw-bridge  at  about  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 
May  3.  Immediately  after  the  brigade  had  crossed  the  bridge  the  One 
hundred  and  third  and  £^gh1y-ninth  New  York,  in  the  advance,  engaged 
the  enemy's  pickets.  The  Inrifi^e  halted,  and  remained  in  this  posi- 
tion until  about  12  m.,  when  I  crossed  the  river  to  confer  with  General 
Gett^,  and  received  orders  from  him  to  send  one  regiment  to  support 
the  One  hundred  and  third  New  York,  which  was  reported  to  be  with- 
out ammunition,  and  also  to  return  and  take  the  general  direction  of 
the  movement. 

I  recrossed  and  sent  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut,  under  command  of 
Colonel  Beach,  up  to  the  support  of  the  One  hundred  and  third  Begi- 
ment,  and  having  reached  said  regjinent  relieved  it.  After  relieviuff 
the  One  hundred  and  third  the  Sixteenth  engaged  the  enemy  and 
moved  forward  a  short  distance  until  the  right  of  the  regiment  rested 
on  the  bank  of  the  river.  This  position  was  held  by  the  regiment  until 
night,  when  the  troops  were  withdrawn  to  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

Soon  after  sending  the  Sixteenth  Connecticut  to  support  the  One 
hundred  and  third  New  York  I  received  word  from  Colonel  DerrouL 
commanding  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey,  on  the  right  of  the  road,  that 
he  needed  support:  also  word  to  the  same  effect  from  Colonel  Stevens, 
commanding  the  Ijiirteenth  New  Hampshire,  whidh  was  on  the  left  of 
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the  load.  I  sent  the  Fifteenth  Oooneetioiit,  under  Odkniel  Upham,  to 
re-enfofce  llie  right,  and  the  Eleventh  Oonneotieat,  nnder  Oolonel  Sted* 
man,  to  re^nf oroe  the  left. 

The  reports  of  the  oommwiders  of  these  different  regiments  are  here- 
with forwarded,  by  whieh  it  will  be  seen  that  tlieir  iMwitionB  did  not 
▼aiy  materially  during  the  rest  oi  tiie  day.  The  general  position  re- 
mained the  same  thronghont  the  day.  with  the  exception  that  part  of 
the  artillery  took  np  a  more  adYaneed  position  abont  5  p.  m.,  by  order 
of  General  Gtotty.  Abont  the  same  time  I  placed  the  One  hundred  and 
forty-third  New  York,  one  of  the  regiments  held  in  reserve  in  the  or- 
ohaid,  on  the  left  of  the  road.  The  regiment  was  deployed  in  a  direc- 
tion parallel  to  the  line  of  battle,  the  right  resting  abont  100  yards  in 
rear  of  the  left  of  the  advance  while  the  left  of  the  regiment  rested  on 
a  bay  that  set  back  firom  the  river. 

Abont  snnset  Oaptain  Stevens,  of  General  Getty's  stafl!^  informed  me 
tibat  General  Getty  wished  me  to  withdraw  the  troops  to  the  other  side 
of  the  river  as  soon  as  I  ooold,  nnder  cover  of  night;  that  he  desired 
the  pickets  withdrawn  last,  and  that  he  wished  one  section  of  Howard's 
battery  and  one  of  Davis^  battery  to  remain  until  the  bulk  of  the  troops 
had  crossed.  Oaptain  Stevens  indicated  the  positions  which  General 
Getty  desired  those  sections  of  batteries  to  occupy.  He  iQso  stated 
that  General  Gtotty  wished  me  to  direct  Oolonel  Derrom,  of  the  Twenty- 
fifth  New  Jersey,  to  make  a  detail  of  men  from  his  regiment  to  take 
up  the  bridge  after  the  troops  had  all  crossed,  and  to  superintend  the 
work  himself.  I  sent  one  staff  officer  to  give  the  necessary  orders  to 
the  troops  on  the  right  of  the  road  and  anotlier  to  those  on  the  left. 
Before  these  staff  officers  returned  Lieutenant  Faxon,  aide-de-camp  of 
General  Gettr^  informed  me  that  General  Getty  wished  to  see  me  at 
General  Peck's  headquarters.  I  found  (General  Getty,  who  told  me  that 
he  had  given  orders  that  fbur  pieces  of  Davis'  battery  instead  of  two 
were  to  remain  to  protect  the  troops  in  falling  back,  and  that  Oolonel 

Davis,  of  the  Begiment,  would  superintend  the  taking  of  the 

bridge  instead  of  Oolonel  Derrom,  and  that  he  wished  me  to  have  a 
detail  of  men  sufficient  for  that  purpose  report  to  Oolonel  Davis  at  the 
bridge.  General  Getty  ftirther  directed  me  to  place  one  of  the  regi- 
ments which  had  been  held  in  reserve  during  Uie  day  in  the  rifle-pits  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  river^  to  serve  as  a  rear  guard.  I  went  to  the  other 
side  of  the  river  to  superintend  the  withdrawal  of  the  forces. 

After  the  troops  had  all  crossed  the  river  except  the  One  hundred 
and  seventieth  New  York,  which  was  then  marching  from  the  rifle-pits 

Shore  it  had  been  placed  to  serve  as  a  rearguard  to  the  bridge),  I  saw 
eutenant  Faxon,  who  informed  me  that  it  was  not  General  Getty's  in- 
tentions that  the  troops  should  be  withdrawn  until  further  orders  were 
received  from  him:  that  he  had  heard  that  the  enemy  were  retreating, 
and  if  so  he  wished  to  be  in  a  position  to  fbllow  them  up  in  l^e  morning. 
The  movement  had  then  been  conducted  so  flEir  tliat  in  a  few  minutes  ^ 
the  troops  would  be  across.  I  therefore  did  not  order  the  crossing  to 
cease,  but  waited  until  the  last  had  crossed  and  then  reported  in  person 
to  General  Gktty  that  the  troops  were  across  and  that  Oolonel  Davis 
was  commencing  to  tsJse  np  the  bridge.  General  Getty  repeated  what 
Lieutenant  Faxon  had  informed  me— that  it  was  not  Ms  intention  to 
have  the  forces  withdrawn  until  ordered  1^  him.  As  the  rumor  that 
the  enemy  were  retreating  proved  to  be  true  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
this  singiuar  misunderstanding  shoold  have  arisen. 
I  fbrward  herewith  regimental  reports  of  the  movements  of  the  dif- 
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fereat  xegiments  in  tbis  brigade  ihmi  AnHl  11  to  April  30,  and  imorta 
of  the  oommaiiden  of  the  Eleventh,  Afteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Begi* 
ments  ai  the  part  taken  by  their  respeotive  regiments  in  the  reoon- 
naifwanee  of  the  3d  instant.  lists  of  oasoalties  have  ahready  beeiv 
Ibnnuded.* 

I  am,  oaptam,  very  respeotfhllyy  your  obedient  servant, 

EDWABD  HAHLAND, 
Brigadier-Omieiralj  Oammamdimg. 
Ohasubs  T.  Gardner, 


No.  19. 

Bepart  of  Ool  John  B.  Ward,  BigMk  OatimeeitUmt  Ii^MUnfjOftheet^ftmri 

o/BaUerff  HMger,  April  19. 

HDQRS.  BI0HTH  BBaiMXNT  OONNBOTIOUT  YOLGL, 

a^/|r6lky  Va.,  Ma/g  6, 1863. 

Grnxral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  part 
taken  by  my  regiment  in  the  capture  of  the  rebel  battery  at  Fort  Hnger, 
April  19, 1863. 

On  the  afternoon  of  April  19,  in  aooordanoe  with  orders  from  G^end 
Getty,  I  marched  from  my  bivouac  with  six  companies  (130  men)  of  my 
regiment  and  embarked  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones,  in  company 
with  Lieutenant-Colonel  England  and  about  150  men  of  the  Eighty-ninth 
New  York  Volunteers.  We  were  landed  at  Hill's  Point,  in  &e  rear  of 
Fort  Huger,  a  litde  before  sunset,  immediately  charged  upon  the  works, 
and  ^fter  a  very  short  struggle  captured  tiie  fort,  with  Ave  pieces  of 
artillery,  a  large  quantity  of  ammunition,  and  about  130  prisoners,  in- 
cluding 7  officers.  Having  taken  possession  we  immediately  proceeded 
to  pla^  the  captured  guns  in  iMwition  to  resist  any  attempt  c^  the  enemy 
to  retake  the  Point,  and  commenced  intrenching  ourselves  as  well  as 
possible  with  the  means  at  our  disposaL 

Be-enforcements,  including  the  other  four  companies  of  my  regiment, 
soon  arrived,  and  all  were  employed  during  the  night  in  constructing  rifle- 
pits,  removing  ammunition  from  the  forL  and  ^rforming  picket  duty. 
At  about  10  ^clock  our  pickets  stationed  a  short  distance  outside  the 
fort  were  attacked  and  driven  in,  but  were  immediately  reposted  and 
held  their  position  until  the  regiment  was  relieved  at  noon  the  follow- 
ing day. 

The  loss  of  my  regiment  in  this  aflBEur  was  1  killed,  4  severely  wounded, 
and  several  others  very  slightly  ir^ored.    A  list*  of  the  names  of  the 
killed  and  wounded  is  forwarded  herewith. 
Yery  respectfrilly,  yours, 

J.  BDWABD  WABD, 
OoUmO,  JEigMik  BegimmU  Oanmectieia  Vohmie$n. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J>.  Williams, 

eof 


A^futrnt-Om^eral  State  of  OatmeatiemL 


•  Kaibodtod  hi  reviwd  rtiteioMDl»  p.  «y 
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BppofU  of  OoL  Ot^fm  A.  Biedm4mj  Jr^  Eleventh  Oatm&eHoiU  I^famitry. 

Hdobs.  Bubvxnth  Oohhxotiout  Voluntbbbs. 

JToy  3,  1863. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  BleveL  th  fiegiment  Gonneo- 
tioQt  Yolonteers  eroaeed  tiie  Nansraiond  River  at  the  diftw-bridge  this 
morning,  being  part  of  the  Second  Brigade,  Third  Division.  Abont 
midday  it  was  ordered  to  the  ftont  to  support  the  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  Yolnnteers,  which  was  skirmishing  on  the  left  of  the  new 
Providence  Chnioh  road*  By  order  of  Colonel  Stevens,  in  charge  of 
the  troops  in  that  place,  the  regiment  was  deployed  and  became  a  part 
of  the  line  of  skirmishers.  iJter  advanoinff  some  distance  into  the 
woods  (60  rods)  the  line  halted,  by  command  of  Oolonel  Stevens,  and 
remained  in  tliat  position  ontil  withdrawn  by  command  of  Brigadier- 
General  Hariand.  IHiring  this  time  the  line  was  within  20  yards  of  the 
enemy  and  exchanged  shots  constantly. 

Oasoalties :  Oapt  Randall  H.  Rice,  Oompany  A,  wonnded  in  leg  and 
in  tiie  arm:  botii  wounds  serious.  Private  John  Bracken,  Oompany 
F,  wounded  in  the  abdomen ;  Private  Swnuel  Bassett,  Oompany  A, 
wounded  in  the  knee;  and  Private  Augusts  Didier,  Oompany  I,  missing; 
he  was  sent  forward  and  did  not  return ;  supposiBd  to  have  been  shot 
or  captured.  The  regiment  maidied  with  2fiS0  enlisted  men  and  20 
oAoers,  and  returned  to  camp  without  a  straggler. 
Respectflilly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

GRIFFIN  A.  8TEDMAN,  Jb., 
OoUmel  Blntmth  OowMetkmt  volmimr%. 

Lieut  n.  P.  Gatbb, 

AoMfif  AMiKkmt  Ad/^Kkml-OmkenUj  Bmsand  Brigade. 


Hdqbs.  Elkvbnth  Oonnbotiout  yoLimTBBBa, 

JSuffolfiy  Fa.,  Jfoy  5, 1803. 

SiB:  In  compliance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  78,  dated  Headquarters 
Second  Brigade,  Third  Division,  Ninth  Army  Ooips,  May  1,  1803.  I 
have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report  of  the  openMSions  of  this 
regiment  from  April  11  to  April  30: 

At  the  time  of  the  alarm  the  regiment  was  ordered  under  arms  and 
remained  so  until  the  evening  of  April  12,  when  the  men  were  allowed 
to  go  to  their  quarters  for  the  night. 

On  the  mormngof  the  13th  it  was  ordered  to  the  parapet,  on  Foster's 
front,  between  Forts  Union  and  McOlellan. 

On  April  24  it  composed  a  part  of  a  reconnoiterine  force  on  the  Eden- 
ton  road,  under  Brigadier-General  Oorooran.  Dunng  this  reconnais- 
sance the  regiment  was  deployed  as  skirmishers.  Oasiudties  were  1  man 
killed  and  1  wounded. 

On  the  28th  ultimo  it  was  relieved  from  duty  on  Foster's  fltmt  and 
received  orders  to  report  to  Brigadier-General  Hariand,  on  the  river 
front,  where  it  still  remains. 

Respeetftilly  your  obedient  servant, 

GRIFFIN  A.  STEDMAN,  Jb., 
Ookmel  MhvmUk  OommUomt  vbkmiemm. 

U&at  H.  P.  Gaxbs, 
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Report  of  OoU  Arthur  R.Duttomy  Twmtjf'Jkrti  ODiMiMli0iilJi|/'Mlrf,«Mi 

wumding  Third  Brigmds, 

Hdqbs.  THntB  Bbio.,  Thibd  Diy.,  Ninth  Abut  Oobps, 

Suffolkj  Va.,  May  — ,  1808. 

Oaptain:  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  fbllowing  report  of  reoent 
operationa : 

Early  in  the  month  of  April  my  command  was  constitated  as  follows: 
The  Foarth  Rhode  Island  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  Yolonteersy 
stationed  on  the  Norfolk  and  Petershnrg  Bailroad,  threeqoarters  of  a 
mile  north  of  Soffolk ;  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Yolnnteers,  on  Jericho 
Greek,  three-qnarters  of  a  mile  northwest  of  the  above,  and  the  Twenty- 
first  Connecticnt  VolnnteerSy  on  the  Nansemond  Biver,  8  miles  below 
Suffolk.  The  latter  regiment  had  inst  commenced  the  work  now  known 
as  Fort  Connecticut,  and  on  April  8  was  Joined  by  three  companies  of 
the  Thirteenth  New  Hamxwbire,  under  M%jor  Storer. 

On  the  10th  ultimo,  information  having  been  received  that  the  enemy 
was  advancing  from  the  Bladkwater,  I  was  ordered  to  proceed,  with  the 
Fourth  Bhode  Island,  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire,  and  the  One  hun- 
dred and  third  New  York,  to  a  point  on  the  Nansemond  opposite  the 
mouth  of  Western  Branch,  fortify  the  position,  open  direct  communica- 
tion with  the  Twenty-first  Oonnecticnt|  and  hold  the  entire  line  between 
the  said  point  and  the  mouth  of  JericlH>  Greek,  to  prevent  any  crossing 
of  the  enemy.  Below  this  point  the  river  was  safely  held  by  gunboats. 
The  command  arrived  at  the  point  designated  about  midnight  At  sun- 
rise the  work  on  the  fortifications  commenced;  trees  were  felled,  rifie- 
pits  made.  Battery  Stevens  commenced,  and  Lieutenant  Bruce,  of  my 
staff,  reconnoitered  a  site  for  a  military  road  to  the  camp  of  the  Twenty- 
first  Gonnecticut  A  road  was  already  in  progress  firom  the  latter  camp 
direct  to  Jericho  Greek,  and  only  awaited  the  completion  of  a  trestie 
bridge  over  Broer's  Greek,  under  charge  of  Oolonel  Derrom,  Twenty-fifth 
New  Jersey. 

On  the  evening  of  the  11th,  however,  orders  were  received  to  return 
instantiy  to  Suffolk.  No  means  of  transportation  being  at  hand,  it  be- 
came necessary  to  leave  a  considerable  quantity  of  baggage  and  a  small 
guard.  The  battalion  of  Jl^jor  Storer  wast  retaJned  at  Fort  Gonnecticut, 
with  instructions  to  maintain  a  strict  watdi  on  all  sides  to  prevent  a 
crossing  of  the  enemy,  if  possible,  and,  if  forced  to  retreat,  to  do  so  by 
way  of  me  new  road,  destroying  camp  equipage,  &c,  and  demolishing  t  he 
trestle  bridge.  No  attack  being  made,  on  the  following  day  our  position 
was  strengthened.  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  line  of  defense 
included  between  Forts  Halleck  and  Jericho.  On  this  line  I  threw  up 
rifle-pits  and  posted  the  troops  in  the  most  advantageous  manner  for  con- 
centration upon  any  given  point,  while  at  the  same  time  I  held  myself 
in  readiness  to  support  Oeneral  Gorcoran^  on  my  immediate  right,  should 
his  be  the  line  attacked.  Not  thinking  it  safe  to  send  a  train  of  wagons 
for  the  abandoned  baggage,  I  dispatched  two  or  three  at  a  time  to  Bat- 
te^  Stevens,  and  by  thismeans  trtmsferred  everythingin  safety  fix>m  that 
point  to  my  headquarters.  Six  men  ftom  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island  re* 
mained  there  permanently  to  observe  the  enemy.  The  bMgage  of  the 
Twenty -first  Gonnecticut  was  transferred  by  hand  over  Broer's  Greek 
and  thence  by  wagons  to  its  camp. 

On  the  12th  the  Fourth  Bhode  Ishmd  was  aiwtgned  to  the  CQBunaiid 
of  Brigadier-General  Oofooian. 
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Osk  the  13th  the  mneteenth  WiaooBon  was  assigned  to  my  oommand, 
and  on  tiie  day  following  the  Ninth  VTermont  also  reported  to  me. 

On  the  15th  my  line  of  defense  was  extended  to  Battery  Onondaga, 
at  the  month  of  Jericho  Greek  It  may  suffice  here  to  remark  that  all 
points  of  the  defenses  have  been  constantly  strengthened  each  day  since 
the  commencement  of  the  slege»  all  soldiers,  indnding  pickets,  being 
regnired  to  labor  day  and  night  on  the  intrenchments. 

On  Tnesday,  the  14thy  the  enemy  having,  from  a  battery  nearly  op 
posite  the  small-pox  hospital,  engaged  and  damaged  the  naval  forces  on 
the  river,  I  was  ordered  to  reoonnoiter  iiositions  for  counter  batteries 
and  superintend  their  construction.  Under  the  sux>ervision  of  the  gen- 
eral commanding  division  I  constructed  Batteries  Kimball  and  Morris, 
the  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  and  Eighth  Oonneoticut  biv- 
ouacking near  at  hand  as  supports. 

Early  on  tJie  morning  of  tiie  15th  these  batteries,  consisting  of  two 
20-pounder  Parrotts,  two  3-inch  rifled  guns,  and  three  lO-iwunder  Par- 
rofls,  being  detachments  fit)m  the  Second  and  Fourth  Wisconsin  and 
Monis'  Independent  Batteries,  opened  fire,  and  by  10  o'clock  the  rebels 
ceased  to  reply. 

On  the  17th  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  proceeded  to  Fort  Oon- 
neeticut  Meantime  the  military  road  from  Suffolk  to  Fort  Stevens  had 
been  completed  by  the  Twenty-fifth  New  Jersey  Volunteers,  five  com- 
panies of  which  regiment  were  in  camp  at  Broer's  Creek. 

On  April  18  General  Harland  superseded  me  in  command  of  the  troops 
on  the  Jericho,  and  I  was  assigned  to  duty  on  the  19th  on  thelineof  t&e 
Nansemond,  making  my  headquarters  at  Fort  Oonnecticut. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th  the  rebel  battery  of  five  guns  at  Hill's 
Point  was  captured  by  detachments  from  the  Eighth  Oonneoticut  and 
the  Ei^ty-uinth  New  York.  The  following  is  an  account  of  the  capture 
of  the  Hill's  Point  Battery  on  the  Nansemond  Biver : 

Shortly  before  sunset  the  gunboats  on  the  river  and  the  four  rifled 
guns  at  and  near  Battery  Stevens  (two  20-pounder  Parrotts,  Gaptain 
Morris,  and  two  d-inch  ordnance  guns,  Gaptain  Vallee)  opened  a  terriflc 
fire  uiion  the  rebel  battery.  Meantime  detachments  from  the  Eighty- 
ninth  New  York,  Lieutenant-Golonel  England,  and  the  Eighth  Gonnec- 
tlcnt,  Oolonel  Ward,  embarked  on  the  gunboat  Stepping  Stones,  lieu- 
tenant Lamson,  at  a  point  about  a  mile  above  the  battery.  Protected 
by  the  artillery  fire  the  gunboat  boldly  steamed  down  the  river  and  ran 
close  to  the  shore,  about  200  yards  above  the  rebel  work — the  shore  at 
the  point  being  an  abrupt  blnffl  Immediately  tbe  troops  disemburked, 
wading  to  their  waists  in  water,  ascended  the  bluff,  and  with  loud  cheers 
charged  on  the  rear  of  the  fort  Meantime  the  gnnboat^s  crew  had  landed 
four  boat  howitoers,  placed  them  in  position,  and  opened  on  l^e  fort 
The  enemy,  taken  completely  by  surprise,  were  able  to  discharge  but 
two  or  three  volleys  of  musketry  and  one  gun,  when  our  troops  entered 
the  work  and  captured  the  entire  party,  consisting  of  7  officers  and  ISO 
men,  with  five  brass  guns  and  a  large  supply  of  ammunition. 

I  was  now  directed  by  Brigadier-General  Gtotty  to  assume  command 
of  the  post  and  put  it  in  a  state  of  defense  during  the  night  The  force 
at  my  disposal  for  this  purpose  consisted  of  detfushments  of  the  Eighth 
Connecticut,  Eighty-ninth  New  York,  Tenth  New  Hampshire,  and  Ninth 
Vermont,  in  all  about  700  men.  The  soldiers,  although  &ugued  and 
fasting,  worked  with  a  most  commendable  seal  to  intrench  themselves, 
as  we  fully  expected  an  attack  in  the  morning. 

To  the  two  detachments  first  named  especial  credit  is  due.  They 
had  been  under  anns  nearly  all  day,  had  most  gallantly  captured  the 
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battery  in  the  eyening;  had  been  a  oonaiderable  tim€  without  Ibod, 
and  were  drenched  witii  the  water  throagh  which  th^  were  forced  to 
wade  in  landing,  yet  not  a  rnnrmnr  was  heard  from  them  throaghont 

I  forward  herewith  a  Bketch  from  mem(»T,  showing  the  location  of 
the  rebel  battery  and  the  works  thrown  np  i<Hr  our  own  defense.  Half 
an  hour  before  daylight  oar  preparations  were  neariy  complete  and  the 
troops  in  position.  The  artillery  was  massed  on  the  left,  covering  tlie 
point  of  disembarkation,  three  guns  being  in  Battery  A  and  one  how- 
iteer  in  Battery  D.  All  were  loaded  with  canister  and  directed  to 
sweep  the  plain  by  which  the  enemy  most  approach.  One  howitier 
was  disabled,  the  trail  of  the  carriage  being  broken.  My  design  was 
to  defend  tiie  entire  line  if  possible,  and  if  forced  to  abanaon  a  portion 
to  withdraw  the  troops  on  die  right  across  the  ravine  and  concentrate 
my  entire  force  upon  the  left,  which,  besides  being  the  strongest  posi- 
tion, also  covered  the  communication  with  the  naval  ibroes. 

At  early  daylight  a  line  of  the  enemy's  skirmishen  was  discovered 
advancing  about  1,000  yards  distant.  They  covered  themselves  behind 
trees  and  fences  and  a  few  were  observed  entering  a  house  a  few  hun- 
dred yards  in  front  of  our  left 

About  this  time  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York,  Oolonel 
Pease,  and  a  section  of  Oilliss'  battery  (A,  Fifth  U.  S.  ArtUlery)  arrived 
and  were  duly  posted,  the  latter  in  Battel^  0  and  subsequently  in  Bat- 
teinr  B. 

It  now  became  apparent  that  the  enemy  did  not  meditate  an  attack, 
but  contented  himself  with  annoying  our  pickets  by  occasional  scatter- 
ing shote.  I  accordingly  gave  direction  that  the  house  above  alluded 
to  should  be  fired  and  the  woods  shelled.  This  being  accomplished  we 
were  troubled  no  more. 

During  the  day  (20th )  our  troops  continued  to  strengthen  the  defenses, 
but  in  the  afternoon  orders  were  received  to  evacuate  the  place.  This 
was  done  by  the  assistence  of  the  naval  ferces.  The  intrenching  tools, 
artillery,  limber-chests,  ftc.,  were  placed  aboard  the  gunboat  Stepping 
Btones  before  dark,  quakers  being  substituted  in  &e  batteries;  but 
during  the  process  the  ebbing  tide  left  the  steamer  aground,  and  fears 
were  entertained  that  the  enemy  might  attack  us  bdfore  she  floated 
again,  in  which  event  the  destruction  of  the  vessel  and  the  loss  of  much 
material  might  have  resulted.  Immediately  after  dark,  however,  the 
process  of  ferrying  the  troops  across  the  river  in  row-boato  commenced 
and  was  safely  accomplished  b^  midnight;  meantime  the  steamer  was 
got  off  in  safety.  The  evacuation  was  thus  completed  without  the  loss 
of  a  man  or  a  sin^^le  article  of  property. 

In  this  connection  I  cannot  forbear  paying  a  tribute  to  the  valor  and 
energy  of  the  naval  forces  under  Lieutenant  Lamson.  This  gaUant 
ofllcer  has  at  all  times  shown  himself  most  willing  to  render  invuuable 
assistence  to  the  land  forces  with  men  and  material,  fearlessly  imperil- 
ing the  safety  of  himself,  his  men.  and  his  vessels. 

The  day  following  the  evacuation  of  Hill's  Point  I  was  assigned  to 
the  command  of  all  the  troops  on  the  Kansemond  fh>m  Jericho  Greek  to 
Dt.  GouuclFs  place.  They  consisted  of  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire  Vol- 
unteers, the  Twenty-first  Oonnecticut  Volunteers,  the  Thirteenth  New 
Hampshire  Volunteers,  the  Eighth  Oonnecticut  Volunteers,  the  Twenty- 
second  Oonnecticut  Volunteers,  the  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers,  Oilliss' 
battery  (A,  Fifth  D.  B.  Artttlery),  three  guns  of  Beger^  (Second  Wis- 
cousin)  battery,  four  guns  of  Vallee's  (Fourth  Wisconmi)  battery,  one  20- 
pounder  Parrott  (nnassigiied),  and  four  guns  captured  from  the  enemy 

The  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  replaoed  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin, 


Ohat.  ZZX.]  OEQE  of  SUFFOLK,  YA.  819 

wMohiegimenttbyoonimaiidof  (SeiiendOett^.haBbeensentto  Suffolk 
for  disgraoefol  oondaot  The  inflEmlary  and  artdlery  wm  advantageoasly 
posted  aloog  the  river  and  the  fortiflcations  advanced  daily.  No  action 
oooarred  previons  to  May  3  except  oontinoal  firing  between  opposing 
batteries  and  pickets. 

On  the  night  preceding  May  3,  as  a  paft  of  a  combined  movement^ 
I  was  directed  to  send  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island  Volunteers  across  the 
Nansemond  at  Hill's  Point  in  row-boats,  to  march  thence  at  daybreak 
and  occupy  the  Suffolk  and  Bmithfield  road  near  its  junction  with  the 
Providence  Church  road,  communicating  with  the  Twenty-first  Oonnec- 
ticut  at  Beed's  Ferry,  on  the  West  Branch;  also  to  cross  the  Twenty- 
first  Connecticut  some  3  miles  lower  down  with  a  section  of  Vallee's  bat- 
tery and  a  squad  of  cavalry.  This  force  was  to  advance  to  Chuckatuck 
and  communicate  with  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island  at  Seed's  Ferry. 

The  latter  force  crossed,  as  directed,  under  command  of  M^jor  Crosby, 
and  marched  to  Chuckatuck,  his  progress  being  constantly  impeded  by 
the  enemy's  skimushers,  who  resisted  his  advance  with  tenacity  although 
in  small  force.  Beaching  Chuckatuck  he  did  not  consider  it  safe  to  send 
a  detachment  to  Beed's  Ferry,  and  therefore  proceeded  to  that  place 
with  his  entire  column.  Not  meeting  the  Fourth  Kiode  Island  at  that 
point,  as  expected,  and  having  no  other  means  of  communicating  with 
co-operative  force»--4he  Beed's  Ferry  Bridge  being  burned — ^he  marched 
down  the  West  Branch  to  the  Nansemond,  losing  some  half  a  dozen 
men.  His  march  was  impeded  fix>m  beginning  to  end  by  the  enemy's 
skirmishers,  but  his  movements  were  continued  regardless  of  obstacles. 
His  regiment  behaved  with  fpreat  gallantry.  While  already  nearly  ex- 
hausted with  fatigue  and  picket  duty  it  performed  in  twdve  hours  a 
march  of  18  miles,  8  miles  of  which  were  through  an  enemy's  country, 
drove  its  opponent  before  it,  and  brought  in  16  prisoners,  includins  1 
ofllcer.  For  fdrther  details  of  M%jor  Crosby's  march  I  refer  to  his  graphic 
report,  herewith  forwurded. 

Meantime  Lieutenant-Colonel  Buffhm,  with  the  Fourth  Bhode  Island, 
250  strong,  occupied  the  opposite  shore  before  daybreak^  but  not  being 
familiar  ^th  localities  disembarked  by  mistake  half  a  mile  above  Hill's 
Point  I  had  urged  upon  him  the  importance  of  taking  a  guide,  which, 
however,  he  declined  to  do,  pleading  a  perfect  understanding  of  the 
position.  I  joined  his  command  at  daybreak  and  instantly  saw  the 
misfortune  that  might  have  resulted  from  his  error  had  the  enemy 
occupied  Hill's  Point  in  any  force,  as,  by  holding  the  intrenchments 
there  thrown  up  by  me  on  April  20,  they  might  have  easily  kept  us 
away .  We,  however,  immediately  occupied  the  place,  driving  out  about 
a  dozen  rebels.  I  now  formed  line  of  battle,  throw  out  skirmishers,  and 
advanced.  Immediately  the  enemy  opened  fire  from  behind  fences  and 
trees.  We  drove  them  about  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  to  the  edge  of 
a  forest  which  completely  environed  the  position  from  shore  to  shore. 
Here  their  fire  was  so  rapid  that  I  halted  to  study  the  position.  I  drew 
their  fire  in  volleys  two  or  three  times  to  determine  their  force,  which 
I  estimated  at  £rom  200  to  400.  Between  me  and  them  there  was  a 
qniurter  of  a  mile  of  open  ground,  over  which  we  could  not  have  ad- 
vanced without  tremendous  loss.  I  then  threw  skirmishers  into  the 
timber  on  the  right  and  there  also  discovered  the  enemy  in  greater  or 
less  force.  It  seemed  therefore  that  to  advance  farther  would  insure 
my  being  cut  off  from  Hill's  Point  and  perhaps  captured.  I  therefore 
feu  back  and  proceeded  to  the  gunboat  Barney  to  consult  with  Captain 
Gushing.    Here  it  was  report^  that  the  enemy  had  500  men  at  Le 
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Oompte'8  hoiue,  aboat  half  a  mfle  to  the  ri|^t  of  my  advanoe,  between 
me  and  Beed's  Feiiy. 

It  now  occoned  to  me  that  if  the  main  advanee  ftom  Suffolk  was 
sacoessfal  the  force  oppoeed  to  me  wonld  be  intercepted  between  Gen- 
era!  Getty,  the  West  Branch,  and  mveelf,  and  I  accordingly  resolved 
to  attract  their  attention  by  continoal  skirmishing.  Captain  Onshing 
kindly  sapplied  me  with  a  boat  howiteer  and  a  detachment  of  siulors. 
Oolonel  Pease,  One  hundred  and  seyenteenth  New  York,  also  sent  me, 
at  my  request,  100  men,  and  I  once  more  advanced,  driv^g  the  enemy 
to  the  skirt  of  the  woods.  Skirmidiing  continued  tor  a  couple  of  hours, 
when  the  enemy  brought  artillery  and  opened  fire  upon  me.  My  how- 
itzer having  expended  its  ammunition  I  again  retired  with  slight  loss. 

During  the  engagement  the  officers  of  the  regiment  behaved  with 
great  coolness  and  bravery,  and  there  were  individual  instances  of  gal- 
lantry  among  the  men,  but  I  regret  to  state  that  the  mass  of  the  men 
exhibited  an  aversion  to  exposing  themselves,  a  willingness  to  retreat, 
and  a  contempt  for  good  order  that  I  scarcely  expected  in  a  rejsiment  of 
two  years'  experience  and  which  has  five  battles  inscribed  upon  its  flag. 

At  about  3  p.  m.  I  received  a  dispatch  firom  M%jor  Crosby  announc- 
ing his  suocesa  I  therefore  meditated  a  Joint  movement  of  the  two 
regiments  uiK>n  the  enemy  near  Le  Compters  house,  which  I  was  as- 
sured would  result  successfully  though  involving  considerable  loss: 
but  learning  that  the  Twenty-first  Connecticut  was  utterly  exhausted 
and  without  food  for  man  or  horse  I  concluded  to  await  orders  firom  the 
general  commanding.  After  dark,  by  order  of  General  Oetty,  I  with- 
drew the  troops  from  Hill's  Point,  bringinff  over  also  some  valuable 
pieces  of  timber,  which  I  found  usefhl  the  following  day. 

On  the  4th  the  enemy  retired  altogether  £h>m  our  front,  and  I  wiHi- 
drew  M^jor  Crosby's  force.  The  horses  and  artilleiy  were  embarked 
by  the  aid  of  an  improvised  floating  wharf  which  I  constructed  out  of 
row-boats  and  loose  timber. 

Ever  since  the  commencement  of  the  siege  I  have  been  generally  well 
seconded  by  the  officers  and  soldiers  under  my  command.  All  have 
nobly  done  their  duty,  but  some  have  done  more.  Among  these  I  take 
pleasure  in  mentioning  M%j.  H.  B.  Crosby,  of  the  Twenty-fijnst  Connec- 
ticut, who  has  always  shown  himself  a  sealous,  industrious,  brave,  and 
trustworthy  officer.  I  would  also  specially  commend  Colonel  Derrom, 
Twenty -fifth  New  Jersey,  to  whose  ability  as  an  engineer  the  service  is 
much  indebted ;  Colonel  Donohoe,  of  the  Tenth  New  Hampshire,  to 
whom  I  am  indebted  for  valuable  co-operation  in  superintending  the 
river  defenses ;  Major  Storer.  of  the  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire:  Cap- 
tains Brown  and  Keed,  of  tne  Fourth  Bhode  Island,  and  Lieutenant 
Bruce,  of  my  staff,  for  their  futhfhl  and  soldierly  deportment  in  the 
various  trying  scenes  in  which  they  separately  participated.  I  am  in- 
debted for  repeated  and  valuable  mvors  to  Lieutenants  Gushing  and 
Lamson,  U.  S.  Navy,  commanding  flotilla.  I  also  take  pride  in  calling 
the  attention  of  the  general  commanding  to  the  general  admirable  be- 
havior in  action  of  the  three  new  regiments  of  my  brigade.  1  transmit 
herewith  a  list  of  casualties  in  my  brigade.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  BUTTON, 
Oolonelj  Oomnuinding. 

Capt.  Chablbs  T.  Oabdivbk, 

*  Embodied  in  roTised  Btatement.  p.  887. 
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Beporf  of  JHq/.  JJtrom  B.  Oroslfffj  Ttcenty-firH  (JonneotiotU  I^famtry. 

Hdqbs.  Twbntt-fibst  Bbot.  OoimEOTioirT  Vols., 

Suffolk^  Va.j  May  5,  1883. 

LiBUTBNAllT :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  compliance  with 
orders  fix>m  the  general  commanding  1  crossed  the  Nansemond  on  Sun- 
day, at  4  o^clock  in  the  morning^  May  3.  having  ncder  my  command  the 
Twenty-first  Regiment  Connecticut  Volunteers,  a  section  of  the  Fourth 
Wisconsin  Battery  under  Lieut.  MarHn  McDcvitt,  and  a  sergeant  with 
10  men  of  the  First  New  York  Mounted  Rifles.  My  orders  were  to 
march  to  Ohuckatuck  and  from  thence  to  Ree^Vs  Ferry,  oxn^ning  com- 
munication with  the  Fourth  Rhode  Island  on  my  left. 

The  troops  were  under  way  for  Ohuckatuck  at  4.30  o'clock  Sunday 
morning,  the  distance  being  24  miles.  My  skirmishers  came  upon  the 
line  of  rebel  pickets  about  hau  a  mile  from  the  Kansemond,  their  fires 
still  burning.  The  rebel  pickets  fell  bai^k  to  Ohuckatuck  as  we  ad- 
vanced. When  within  half  a  mile  of  the  village  we  saw  a  company  of 
rebel  cavalry  drawn  up  in  the  main  street  leading  into  the  viUage.  I 
ordered  Lieutenant  McDevitt  to  open  fire  upon  them  with  artillery,  and 
the  rebels,  after  a  few  rounds,  retired  to  the  farther  side  of  the  village, 
at  the  junction  of  the  Reed's  Ferry  and  Isle  of  Wight  roads.  I  advan^d 
the  skirmishers  to  the  village  and  moved  up  the  column.  Appearances 
indicated  that  the  enemy  would  make  a  stand  at  that  point,  but  they 
again  retired,  a  portion  of  their  force  taking  the  Isle  of  Wight  road, 
but  tiie  greater  number  retiring  by  the  Reed's  Ferry  road. 

As  soon  as  my  command  were  in  the  village  I  sent  Sergeant  Trow- 
bridge, of  the  Mounted  Rifles,  and  his  detachment  of  cavalry  to  recon- 
noiter  the  road  leading  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  also  ordered  Captain 
Spittle,  acting  mfvjor  of  the  Twenty-first,  with  Oompanies  A  and  K,  to 
skirmish  along  the  Heed's  Ferry  road.  From  the  accounts  given  by 
contrabands  at  this  point  the  enemy's  cavalry  were  estimated  at  about 
300  strong,  and  that  they  had  a  camp  at  Isle  of  Wight  and  also  on  the 
B^d's  Ferry  road.  I  oitlered  Lieutenant  McDevitt  to  put  the  artillery 
in  position  to  command  both  roads  until  they  coafd  be  reconnoitered. 
On  discovering  that  the  enemy  intended  lo  make  no  resistance  at  this 
point  the  column  was  moved  ahead  on  the  Reed's  Ferry  road.  Captain 
Spittle  came  upon  the  camp  on  this  road  about  half  a  mile  beyond 
Ohuckatuck.  The  enemy  had  bat  just  lell;  their  camp  fires  still  burn- 
ing. About  a  mile  beyond  Ohuckatuck  the  roads  branch  off,  one  leading 
to  Reed's  Ferry  the  other  to  Everett's  Bridge.  The  foot-prints  indicated 
that  the  enemy's  cavalry  had  retired  by  the  latter  road,  but  as  the  two 
roads  ran  near  together  for  quite  a  distance  I  halted  the  column  at  this 
point,  put  the  guns  in  position  commanding  both  roads,  and  ordered 
Captain  Spittle  to  reconnoiter  them.  The  enemy  were  then  reported 
nowhere  in  sight. 

The  column  was  at  once  set  in  motion  along  tlie  Reed's  Ferry  road, 
with  the  exception  that  Lieutenant  McDevitt,  with  one  piece  of  artillery 
and  a  sufficient  support,  was  left  behind  *x)  command  the  Everett's 
Bridge  road  until  an  advance  was  secured.  Tlie  ex>Uimn  had  moved 
but  an  eighth  of  a  mile  in  advance  when  f  ordered  Sergeant  Tvo^- 
bridge  to  make  a  reconnaissance  on  the  Everett's  Bridge  road  for  about 
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50  rods,  passing  over  the  same  gronnd  which  our  skirnisiien  bad  pf8 
viously  gope  over.  The  cavalry  had  gone  bat  a  short  distance  wheu 
the  enemy,  who  had  suddenly  returned,  opened  fire  upon  them,  killing 
1  and  wounding  2  of  their  uamber.  Lieutenant  McDevitt  opened  upon 
jthem  at  once  and  shelled  them  back  toward  Everett's  Bridge. 

The  column  was  delayed  at  this  |M>int  about  half  an  hour,  but  there 
beinff  no  signs  of  the  enemy's  returning  I  advanced  the  skirmishers 
rapidly  on  the  Beed's  Ferry  road,  and  again  set  the  column  in  mo- 
tion. 

Our  march  was  necessarily  slow,  owing  to  the  thick  underbrush 
through  which  the  skirmishers  were  obliged  to  make  their  way.  On 
approaching  the  West  Branch  we  again  discovered  the  enemy's  pickets. 
The  skirmishers,  under  Captain  Spittle,  Gaptain  Shepard,  and  Captain 
Bolden,  advanced  gallantly  and  were  soon  engaged.  The  artillery  was 
moved  up  with  supxwrts  and  opened  flre  at  once,  commanding  the  oppo- 
site bank  of  the  creek,  where  the  enemy  had  two  companies  of  sharp- 
shooters as  a  supiwrt.  The  skirmish  at  this  point  was  short  and 
spirited,  resulting  in  our  capturing  1  lieutenant,  3  sergeants,  2  oor- 
porals,  and  10  privates  of  the  enemy.  Our  loss  was  3  wounded,  1  of 
whom  died  some  two  hours  afterward  as  we  were  without  surgical 
aid. 

We  encamped  Sunday  night  on  the  Nansemond,  near  the  fer^,  and 
under  protection  of  the  gunboats.  On  the  next  morning  Gaptain  Spittle 
was  sent  out  with  Companies  A  and  K  to  reconnoiter,  and  returned, 
bringing  2  deserters,  who  were  dispatched  to  the  general  commanding. 
He  nirther  reported  that  the  enemy,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  West 
Branch  fix>m  us,  commenced  their  retreat  on  the  evening  previous  at 
8  o'clock,  and  that  the  most  of  their  forces  had  retired  before  midnight, 
burning  behind  them  the  bridge  at  Page's  Mill. 

I  am  under  great  obligations  to  F&g-Officer  Captain  Gushing  and 
also  to  Captain  Lamson.  Acting  Master^s  ililate  Lawrence  rendered  me 
great  assistance  in  giving  information  where  to  post  the  artillery  so  as 
to  be  of  service  to  our  troops  engaged  with  the  enemy  on  the  other  side 
of  the  creek,  and  also  took  quite  an  active  part  in  the  skirmish.  My 
thanks  are  due  to  the  officers  of  the  regiment  for  their  prompt  and 
heui*ty  cooperation. 

The  patience  and  courage  of  the  men,  after  the  iatigue  of  the  past 
ton  days,  is  deserving  of  especial  praise. 

I  take  pleasure  in  mentioning  the  gallant  conduct  of  Lieutenant  Mc- 
Devitt, of  the  Fourth  Wisconsin  Battery,  and  the  prompt  and  efficient 
manner  in  which  both  he  and  his  men  peiformed  their  duty. 

The  detachment  of  New  York  Mounted  Eifles,  under  Sergt.  [James 
L.]  Trowbridge,  are  also  deserving  of  great  praise,  for,  though  few  in 
number,  they  were  of  the  greatest  assistance. 

The  casualties  are  as  follows :  Company  K.  killed.  Private  Alfred 
J.  Freeman^  Company  A,  wounded.  Private  Hiram  C.  Loomis;  Com 
pany  K,  Private  Lyudes  C.  BushneU. 

I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respdctfidly,  your  obedient  sei  vant, 

HTKAM  B.  CROSBY, 

Mqjorj  Cawmamding. 

Lieut.  O.  A.  Bbuob, 

Acting  AMUtant  A^iutamt-Gmerdlj  Third  Brigade. 
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Report  of  Brig,  Oen.  George  H.  Gordon,  U.  8.  Army j  comnuinding  Beserte 

DivUionj  of  operations  May  1-4. 

Headquarters  Gordon's  Division, 

Folly  Island,  8.  0.,  Oetoher  21, 1863. 

General:  Oonstaot  service  in  the  field  has  delayed  a  report  of  my 
participation  in  the  memorable  siege  of  Snffolky  Va»  during  portions  of 
the  months  of  April  and  May  in  the  present  year.  Keportjng  to  M%jor- 
General  Dix,  commaDding  the  Department  of  Virginia,  on  April  29, 1 
was  ordered  to  join  you  at  Suffolk,  Va.,  to  assume  command  of  a  division 
of  troops  within  the  almost  closely- invested  town.  I  reported  on  May  1 
and  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Reserve  Division,  consisting  of 
two  brigades,  the  Second  and  Third,  of  what  was  formerly  Abercrombie's 
division,  the  Second,  commanded  by  Col.  Burr  Porter,  of  the  Fortieth 
Massachusetts  Regiment,  consisting  of  his  own  regiment,  the  Twenty- 
second  Connecticut,  One  hundred  and  forty-first  New  York,  and  Elev- 
enth Rhode  Island  Regiments;  the  Third,  commanded  by  Col.  William 
Gumey,  of  the  One  hundred  and  twenty-seventh  New  York  Regiment, 
consisting  of  that  regiment  and  the  One  hundred  and  forty-second^ne 
hundred  and  forty -third,  and  One  hundred  and  forty-tburth  New  York 
Regiments  I  in  all,  eight  regiments,  numbering  over  5,000  officers  and 
men.  The  siege  had  continued  for  some  days  before  my  arrival.  I  found 
the  enemy  holding  a  belt  of  woods  that  surrounded  the  town  in  front 
and  flank  from  the  Nansemond  on  the  right  to  the  Dismal  Swamp  on 
the  letlt.  His  rifle-pits  covered  his  line  far  to  the  front,  while  his  sharp- 
shooters annoyed  not  only  our  gunners  at  their  pieces  but  the  men  in 
their  encampments. 

All  had  been  done  that  skill  could  suggest  to  strengthen  your  posi- 
tion. An  outer  and  inner  line  of  forts  protected  the  front;  strong 
inclosed  works  defended  the  flanks,  the  whole  connected  by  a  line  of  in- 
trenchments  for  infantry  protected  by  ditxshes  and  abatis.  The  woods 
cleared  from  your  front  gave  a  full  sweep  to  the  artillery.  Every  pre- 
caution by  artificial  works,  by  the  advantages  of  strong  natural  sites, 
and  by  a  Judicious  disposition  of  the  troops  to  repel  an  assault,  seemed 
to  me  to  have  been  taken.  The  sudden  flight  of  the  enemy  fh)m  the 
front  on  the  night  of  May  3,  thus  raising  the  siege,  placed  my  division 
at  the  disposal  of  the  commander  of  the  department,  by  whom  I  was 
immediately  ordered  on  the  important  duty  of  occupying,  holding,  and 
fortifying  West  Point  as  a  military  bane*  for  ftiture  operations.  The 
removal  of  the  enemy  from  our  front  develoi^ed  the  whole  of  his  opera- 
tions and  gave  me  a  good  opportunity  of  judging,  from  the  extent  and 
character  of  his  works,  the  force  which  threaten^  your  position. 

It  was  well  known  that  Generals  Lougstre^t  and  Hill,  of  the  rebel 
service,  had  united  their  forces  iq  front  of  Suffolk.  Without  taking 
into  consideration  the  reports  of  deseiters  and  facta  revealed  by  recon- 
naissances, special  as  well  a^  in  force,  but  simply  judging  from  the 
amount  of  labor  performed  in  comiiletiug  their  lines  of  investment,  tlie 
besieging  force  could  not  have  been  less  than  30,000.  Everywhere  in 
front,  from  the  Nansemond  to  the  swamp,  they  had  thrown  up  heavy 
iutrenchments  for  infantry.  On  all  the  roads  batteries  for  artillery,  in 
embrasure,  well  revette<i,  with  ditches  wide  and  deep,  and  abatis  skill- 
fully laid  and  thickly  interwoven,  rendered  a  sortie  almost  hopeless. 
Not  only  one  line  of  such  defenses  covered  the  enemy's  front  but  on 
some  roads  three,  four,  and  even  five  parallel  lines  of  formidable  works 
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were  fonned,  indicatii  ig  in  the  clearest  manner  a  strengthened  baee  from 
which  the  approaches  were  to  be  made  and  apon  which  the  enemy  ooold 
retire  if  forced  back  in  their  attack. 

These  works  were  made  with  great  skill  and  of  great  strength.  The 
parapet  for  infantry  defense  conld  have  resisted  the  heaviest  rifle  caliber, 
being  not  less  than  12  feet  thick.  Apart  from  lines  of  earthworks  for 
offensive  operations  there  were  also  temporary  stractoree  in  process  of 
erection,  covered  nheds  to  protect  supplies,  and  every  evidence  of  prepa- 
rations for  the  redaction  of  the  fortifications  of  Suffolk. 

While  thankAil  for  the  movement  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomao,  which 
gave  the  disappointed  rebel  commanders  an  opportunity  of  withdrawing 
from  your  front,  us  every  humane  soldier  should  be  at  being  spared  the 
sacrifices  of  an  unnecessary  conflict,  regret  will  mingle  ^th  triumph 
that  he  who  came  strong  in  the  conviction  of  an  easy  victo^  did  not 
tiy  yonr  metal,  but,  satisfied  with  a  glance,  turned  from  the  offensive  to 
the  defensive  and  finally  stole  away  in  the  night,  under  pressure  of  a 
strong  reconnaiBsance  of  your  forces,  which  drove  him  from  his 
pits  back  to  his  first  line  of  defenses. 

I  am,  general,  very  respect^ly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 
Brigadier-QeMral  of  U.  S.  Volunteen. 

1£%|.  Gen.  John  J.  Pbok, 

Oammandmgj  North  Oaralina. 


No.  24. 


Beporti  ofMaj.  Otn.  Bamuel  G.  Frenehj  0.  8.  Army^  wmnumding  the  De- 
partment of  Southern  Virginia. 

Hdqbs.  Department  of  Southern  YntaiNiA, 

year  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  22,  IMS. 

Sm:  I  respectfrdly  submit  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding  the 
following  report  respecting  the  loss  of  the  guns  of  Stribling's  battery: 

On  the  morning  of  the  15th  instant  I  started  from  my  camp  on  tiie 
South  Quay  road,  at  the  request  of  Lieuteuant-General  Longstreet,  to 
endeavor  to  destroy  the  gunboats  of  the  enemy  in  the  Nansemond  Biver. 
Stribling's,  Bradford's,  and  [J.  C]  Coit's  batteries  were  taken  down. 
Only  one  gunboat  could  be  seen,  and  she  wa8  lying  behind  the  point  of 
land  below  the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Nansemond.  The 
batteries  were  put  in  position  in  the  hope  she  would  move  up,  but  a 
8torm  coming  on  and  the  near  approach  of  night  induced  me  to  witiidraw 
the  guns.  The  engineer  informed  me  that  he  and  other  officers  had 
selected  two  sites  for  batteries — the  one  near  the  left  of  General  Hood's 
line  of  battle,  in  which  there  was  in  a  work  constructed  a  battery  of 
field  artillery  and  an  infantry  force  for  protection ;  the  other  was  the 
work  built  for  the  defense  of  the  river  when  we  held  Suffolk,  and  that 
in  it  was  an  infantry  force,  but  no  artillery.  I  directed  Meg.  L.  M.  Shu 
maker,  my  chief  of  artillery,  on  the  night  of  the  16th  to  take  from  some 
houses  on  a  farm  near  by  materials  to  construct  platforms,  and  betbre 
morning  to  put  the  guns  of  Stribling's  battery  in  the  work.  This  he 
accomplished. 

The  next  morning  three  gunboats  attempted  to  pass  up.    One  suc- 
ceeded, but  was  severely  damaged,  when  the  other  two  turned  back.    I 
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hacl  selected  tbe  site  for  pItB  for  two  32-poauder8,  and  on  the  night  of 
the  18tii  they  were  completed  and  the  gnns  placed  in  position.  For 
the  protection  of  these  guns  in  the  pits  I  asked  that  three  oompaoieB 
of  infantry  be  sent,  designing  to  use  them,  however,  to  gnard  also  the 
i-oad  where  all  the  camps  wore,  but  the  lieutenant-general  ordered  down 
the  Fifty  fifth  North  Carolina  Begimeut,  Colonel  Conually  commanding. 

On  Sunday,  the  19th,  the  situation  of  affairs  was  thus:  Bradford's  bat- 
tery was  in  Uie  new  work,  with  instructions  from  my  chief  of  artillery, 
while  the  work  was  defended  by  troops  from  Hood's  division,  and  by 
his  oflicers  they  were  posted,  relieved,  and  got  their  orders.  In  the 
Hill's  Point  Battery  were  Stribling's  battery,  with  my  instructions; 
the  work  defended  by  two  companies  of  infantry,  under  instructions 
firom  the  officers  placing  them  there.  The  32-pounders  were  in  position 
and  a  company  of  the  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  near  by,  while  the  other 
companies  were  a  supporting  force  to  either  of  these  last  two  batteries. 
All  the  batteries  were  to  receive  further  support  from  General  Hood's 
command  if  required,  and  all  my  officers  were  so  informed,  and  couriers 
wei-e  left  there  to  communicate  such  intelligence  to  General  Law,  who 
was  on  the  extreme  left,  if  his  aid  should  be  required.  The  river  as 
low  down  as  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch  was  guarded  by  Uie  troops 
of  General  Hood,  and  reported,  of  course,  to  their  commanders.  I  was 
ill  on  Sunday  and  could  not  ride  down  the  river,  but  sent  Col.  G.  A. 
Cunningham.  There  were  four  gunboats  above  the  work  on  Hill's  Point 
and  three  below,  and  five  or  six  land  batteries  and  sharpshooters  oa  the 
opposite  side  of  the  river. 

About  10  a.  m.  the  four  gunboats  above  and  the  land  batteries  opened 
a  sharp  fire  on  the  Hill's  Point  work,  and  two  gunboats  from  below 
moved  up  to  aid  them,  when  the  32-pounders  opened  fire  on  them,  and 
after  a  spirited  engagement  one  was  slightly  injured  and  both  were 
driven  back.  The  filre  on  the  work,  however,  continued  until  near  4 
p.  m.,  when  it  ceased.  M^or  Shumaker  then  communicated  with  Captain 
Stribling,  and  although  it  was  reported  that  the  gunboats  had  troops 
on  board  his  note  does  not  intimate  that  he  apprehended  an  attack  by 
a  force  of  the  euemy  landing  for  that  purpose. 

About  4  p.  m.  Colonel  Cunningham  instructed  Colonel  Connally  to 
support  the  batteries,  and  this  was,  as  he  states,  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  before  the  guns  were  lost.  In  that  time  he  might  have  been  near 
the  work,  so  far  as  distance  is  concemed,  but  I  have  my  doubts  if  any 
regiments  could  have  passed  the  wide  plain  and  rendered  any  real  sup- 
port under  the  fire  that  was  or  could  have  been  brought  to  bear  on  their 
approach.  The  manner  of  attack  appears  to  have  been  to  have  sent  one 
gunboat  down  as  though  she  was  going  to  pass  the  work  to  engage  the 
attention  of  the  men  in  the  fort,  while  from  the  other  boats  a  force  of 
about  500  men  was  landed.  It  appears  to  me  that  if  the  garrison  was 
surprised,  they  were  negligent ;  if  not  surprised,  they  did  not  offer  a 
sufficient  resistance. 

I  inclose  herewith  papers  marked — 

A — Older  detailing  Colonel  Connally's  regiment,  by  direction  of  the 
general  commanding. 

B— Copy  of  orders  given  Colonel  Connally. 

C — Colonel  Connally's  report.* 

D — Maj.  L.  M.  Shumaker's  report.f 

£  and  F — General  French's  orders  to  Major  Shumaker. 

G— Major  Shumaker's  note  to  Captain  Stribling  after  the  cannonade 
ceased. 

*8MRflportHo.30.  t  Bm  Report  Ho.  ^! 
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H— Captain  Striblinif 8  answer ;  ahowa  he  H^piehended  no  land  at- 
tack. 

J — ^Report  of  property  lost  by  tho  capture. 

K— Report  of  M^jor  Boggs.  of  the  artillery.* 

As  before  stiated,  I  was  ill  in  camp,  which  was  some  9  or  10  miles 
distant  from  HilPs  Point.  As  soon  as  I  heard  that  the  attack  had  been 
made  and  the  report  that  the  rans  had  been  cwptured  by  the  enemy  I 
started  for  the  porpose  of  retaking  the  work.  On  arriving  there,  about 
1  a.  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  I  found  on  the  ground  M%|<Hr-Oeneral 
Hood,  General  Law,  and  General  Robertson,  with  his  brigade.  The  night 
was  dark,  the  ground  unknown  to  the  troops,  the  enemy's  pickets  out  in 
advance  of  the  work,  and  to  have  retaken  the  work  by  crossing  the  open 
plain  under  tho  fire  of  seven  gunboats  stationed  near  the  fort,  that  of 
the  land  batteries,  and  that  of  the  enemy  in  the  work  was  believed  would 
involve  a  sacrifice  of  men  of  more  value  to  us  than  the  fort  if  recaptured. 
The  enemy,  as  yon  are  aware,  the  night  following  evacuated  the  work. 
[Hie  report  shows  that  03  men,  all  the  horses,  harness,  running-gear  of 
cannons,  limbers  of  guns,  fuse,  wagons,  &c.,  were  not  in  the  work,  and 
that  the  loss  was  oidy  the  five  guns  and  most  of  the  ammunition  chests. 

You  are  perhaps  aware  that  on  neither  of  those  works  could  any  labor 
be  performed  in  the  day-time,  owing  to  the  opposite  bank  being  strongly 
occupied  by  the  enemy,  and  I  do  not  think  the  parties  in  the  fort  had 
time  to  prepare  embrasures  for  the  guns  looking  to  the  rear  in  anticipa- 
tion of  a  land  attack. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 
Ifq^r-Oaaaroi,  OammamUng* 

M%|.  G.  MOXLKT  SOBRSL, 

A99i$taiKt  AdffUaiU'€merak 


Hbadqtjabtbrs, 
Near  BuffoUCy  Fa.,  ApHl  25, 1863. 

Respectfully  forwarded. 

There  seems  to  have  been  a  general  lack  of  vigilance  and  prompt 
attention  to  duties  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  parries  connected  with 
this  afTair.  Oen^ul  French  seems  to  be  nnder  the  impreHsion  that 
General  Hood's  command  was  expected  to  protect  the  batteries.  Such 
was  not  the  expectation,  and  his  conclusion  that  General  Hood's  com- 
mand was  expected  to  protect  them  seems  strange,  as  the  batteries 
were  under  his  control  exclnsively,  and  he  was  twice  ordered  to  rake 
the  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina,  the  largest  in  this  army,  for  that  pur- 
pose. General  Hood  naturally  and  properly  considered  himself  re- 
lieved from  responsibilities  with  the  river  batteries  when  they  were 
especially  assigned  to  the  charge  of  Geiieral  French.  His  (General 
Hood's)  division  was  on  our  left,  and  was  leady,  of  coarse,  to  resist  any 
general  attack  of  the  enemy;  but  the  stafi'  olficers  of  General  French 
should  have  made  all  of  their  reports  to  General  Fi^nch,  that  he  might 
have  made  the  necessary  arrangements  to  resist  any  landing  by  the  en- 
emy. The  slight  loss  of  Colonel  Connally's  regiment  while  lying  within 
600  yards  of  the  old  fort  will  haixily  justify  the  conclusion  that  nothing 
could  live  through  t  he  enemy's  artillery  fire.  The  attack  was  made  about 
sunset,  or  a  little  later.  Tho  cannonade  being  more  brisk  than  any  that 
we  had  previously  had  with  the  gunboats,  I  took  out  my  watch  and 
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counted  the  number  of  shots  per  minute.  In  no  instance  did  they  exceed 
thirteen  to  the  minute;  the  average,  I  think,  was  about  eight.  Of  the 
thirteen  shots  that  oould  have  been  fired  at  a  command  charging  across 
the  field  after  night  it  is  not  likely  that  more  than  four  could  have  taken 
eflecty  and  those  ought  not  to  be  expected  to  destroy  more  than  2  men 
I)er  shot.  So  I  think  it  reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  fort  and  battery 
oould  have  beeu  recaptured  with  the  loss  of  75  men.  Many  of  the  offi- 
cers were  of  limited  ex|)erience,  however,  and  I  have  no  doubt  acted  as 
-they  thought  best.  I  do  not  know  that  any  of  them  deserve  particular 
censure.  This  lesson,  it  is  hoped,  will  be  of  sor\ice  to  us  all.  The  com- 
mand at  the  fort  seems  to  have  been  completely  surprised,  and  is  prob- 
ably less  excusable  than  other  parties  in  the  affair. 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant- Oeneralj  Commanding. 

(Xaaloflntt  ▲.] 

Spboial  Obdbbb.  I       Headquabtsbs  French's  Commaiib, 

No.  3.  ]  April  17, 1803. 

I.  Brig.  G^n.  J.  fi.  Davis  will  detail  three  companies  of  the  Fifty-fifth 
North  Carolina  Troops,  CoL  J.  K.  Oonnally,  to  proceed  immediately  to 
Norfleet's  house,  on  the  Beed's  Ferry  road,  to  report  to  Maj.  L.  M.  Shu- 
maker  for  duty  in  guarding  the  batteries  located  in  thatvioinity.  One 
day's  rations  will  be  taken.  The  remainder  of  the  regiment  will  march 
to  the  same  place  to-morrow  morning  for  permanent  duty  on  the  river. 

•  •  •  f  •  •  • 

By  command  of  Mi^.  Gen.  8.  G.  French : 

GBAHAM  DAVES, 
Aeeietant  A^jfntant-OeneraL 

General  J.  B.  Datus  Oammandingf  die. 

CImImdm  B.] 
SpBGIAL  OBDSBS,  \  HSAOQTJABTBBS  FSBNOH'S  COMMAUD, 

No.  7.  i  AprU  18,  1803. 

I.  Ool.  J.  K.  Oonnally*  commanding  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Troops, 
will  detail  two  companies  firom  his  regiment  for  picket  duty  to-night, 
one  to  take  post  near  the  fish-house  (1^  Compters)  to  prevent  a  landing 
by  the  enemy,  in  case  a  landing  should  be  attempted,  the  boats  will 
be  permitted  to  reach  the  shore  before  being  fired  u]K)n.  This  company 
will  ftimish  a  picket  force  of  4  men  fin  charge  of  a  corporal)  to  take 
position  on  the  Beed's  Ferry  road  halt  a  mile  below  Le  Compte's  house. 
Prompt  information  will  be  given  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy  m  force, 
but  care  will  be  taken  not  to  give  ialse  alarms.  The  second  company 
will  take  post  near  the  battery  now  erecting  (Smoot's).  This  company 
will  fumidi  a  party  to  assist  in  loading  the  wagons  with  forage  and 
provisions  fh>m  Biddick's  farm.  In  case  of  attack  Colonel  Oonnally 
will  hold  his  regiment  in  readiness  to  support  the  artillery  and  wiU 
maintain  his  position  until  the  last. 

•  •••••• 

By  oommand  of  M^).  Gen.  S.  G.  French :  , 

GBAHAM  DAVES, 
Aeeiitant  Addntani-OeneraL 
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April  19, 1863. 
Mi^or  Shtjmaker: 

I  will  have  this  matter  of  forage  attended  to.  1  hope  yoa  may  bqc* 
ceed  in  sinking  those  infernal  gunboats  that  have  hhown  no  considera- 
tion for  women  or  children.  If  you  cripple  one  and  can  use  tlie  field 
batteries  ai^inst  her  do  so.  I  fdt  too  Ul  from  the  medicine  1  took  to 
come  down  this  morning.  Keep  me  advised. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  O.  FBEKCH, 

Mafar-OtneroL 
r.) 


HSADQUARTRRS,  April  19, 1863. 
Mbjot  Shumakbr: 

Let  me  know  what  the  result  of  the  heavy  cannonade  now  going  on. 
Show  this  to  Ck>lone1  Gonnally  and  have  him  post  his  regiment  to  repel 
any  landing  of  infantry  arainst  the  batteries.  They  had  better  move 
down  near  the  battery  of  Stribling.  The  countersign  is  ^^  Morgan  "  for 
to-night 

Yours,  tmly, 

S.  G.  FBENGH, 


MOORB'S  HousB,  AprU  19, 1863. 

Oaptain:  Let  me  know  the  result  of  the  enemy's  fire  to-day.  We 
have  information  that  the  boat  you  disabled  day  before  yesterday  has 
been  towed  down  the  river,  sunk  about  to  her  gunwales.  Citizens  fh>m 
the  other  side  of  the  river  saw  her.  She  will  not  trouble  you  again  soon. 
I  go  up  to  headquarters  to-night  and  wish  to  take  a  report  to  the  general. 

L.  M.  SHUMAKER, 
JHo^  and  Chief  of  ArtiUerff. 

[Smiiomn'B.'l 

Battbry  at  Hill's  Point,  Va., 

AprU  19, 1863. 

Major  :  The  enemy  has  shelled  us  steadily  for  about  three  hours 
from  gunboats  lying  up  the  river.  There  are  four  of  them,  and  from 
their  movements  I  think  they  are  preparing  to  run  down  at  least  one  of 
them.  The  lower  boats  have  been  otherwise  occupied.  There  are  no 
casualties,  and  we  will  be  prepared  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  should 
any  attempt  to  run  down.  Our  embrasures  are  now  widened,  so  that  we 
will  be  able  to  give  the  boat  three  shots  from  each  gun  as  they  run  by. 
With  respect, 

R,  M.  8TRIBLING, 
Captain^  Commanding  Battery, 

This  note  was  written  just  before  the  work  was  attacked  by  the  party 
that  landed  and  carried  the  work. 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 

Mqfor'ChneroL 
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riBolOMire  J.] 

Oamp  nsah  Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  20,  J  863. 

Maj.  L.  Bi.  Shumaexb: 

Sib  :  In  obedieuce  to  your  order,  received  this  morning,  I  have  the 
honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the  condition  of  Stribling's  bat- 
tery. The  battery  was  captured  by  the  enemy  yesterday  evening,  when 
the  loss  was  as  follows : 

Commiseioned  offloen 4 

NonoomniiseioDed  ofBcen 8 

Privates 47 

12-poiiiider  fl;nD8 3 

24-ponDder  nowjtzers 2 

Cheflta  with  12-poaDder  ammmiition 9 

Cliesta  with  24-poiinder  ammanitlon 6 

The  present  condition  of  the  battery  is  as  ibllows: 

Commiflsioned  offloen  present  for  daty 1 

Non-comDiimiontxl  offloen  preeent  for  duty 7 

Privates  pieeent  for  daty 83 

Aggregate  present 91 

Pablio  horses 93 

Wagons 3 

Ambnlanoes 1 

Forses 1 

Limben  togans 5 

Running-gear  to  oaifisons 5 

Chests  of  l2-poander  gnn  ammnnition 3 

Chests  of  24-poand«irnowitzer  ammunition 2 

Remabk. — In  addition  to  the  number  of  men  stated  above  as  present 
for  duty  there  are  6  privates  absent  sick,  who  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  join  their  company  within  a  few  weeks. 
With  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

GBaY  oabboll, 

LieutenaiU^  Commanding  8^rihlin^9  Battery. 


Headquabtebs  Depabtscent  of  Soitthebn  Yibginia, 

May  25, 1863. 

Gbnebal  :  During  the  three  weeks  that  Lieutenant-General  Long- 
street  kept  the  enemy  confined  within  Suffolk  there  was  an  effort  made 
to  remove  the  iron  from  the  Seaboaixl  and  Boanoke  Bailroad.  Com- 
mencing near  Suffolk,  the  engineer  department  succeeded  in  taking  up 
about  3  miles  of  the  rails  and  removed  it  toward  Franklin  and  depos- 
ited it  at  or  near  a  place  known  as  Beaver  Dam,  where  it  could  be  pro> 
tected  by  the  forces  near  Franklin.  After  we  withdrew  from  Suffolk 
the  enemy  discovered  the  effort  made  to  secure  the  iron  on  our  part, 
and  soon  marched  to  Carrsville  with  a  force  of  between  9,000  and  10,000 
infantry,  30  pieces  of  artillery-,  and  cavalry,  and  immediately  fortified 
their  position  and  commenoeu  taking  up  the  track  and  removing  it 
toward  Suffolk.  General  Jenkins  assembled  all  the  available  forces, 
and  with  about  3,000  men  crossed  over  and  drove  in  all  their  advanced 
lines  behind  their  intrenchments  and  kept  them  there  for  near  three 
days,  causing  them  to  abandon  the  road  this  side  of  Carrsville,  and 
I  bus  enabled  our  forces  to  save  the  road  to  that  i>oint,  except  a  few 
hundred  yards,  and  the  iron  brought  from  near  Suffolk.    The  onemy 
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would  not  leave  bis  works  to  attack  ns,  and  with  our  small  force  had 
we  diiveu  him  l.om  his  iotrcnchuients  it  would  hare  been  a  victory 
barren  of  results  and  involving  a  heavy  sacrifice  of  men  on  our  part. 
All  this  time  while  coiifrouting  him  we  were  removing  the  iron  as  rap- 
idly as  possible.  The  road  destroyed,  the  enemy  fell  back  and  imme 
diately  with  his  whole  force  assnmecl  a  position  at  Windsor,  on  the 
Norfolk  and  Petersbnrg  Railroail,  and  simultaneously  moved  up  the 
Chowan  with  guoboats  above  the  Nottoway  Biver. 

Leaving  some  force  to  attack  the  gunboats  in  case  they  came  up  I 
assembled  about  3,000  men  and  on  Saturday  afternoon  crossed  the 
Blackwater  at  the  Blackwatcr  Bridge  by  means  of  x)ontoons  and  moved 
in  the  direction  of  Windsor.  I  found  the  enemy  again  with  all  his  foi>*c 
in  a  thick  woods,  his  lines  running  from  the  railroad  to  across  the  Black- 
water  road.  His  outposts  and  advanced  lines  were  rapidly  driven  in, 
and  I  assumed  a  line  of  battle  in  hopes  he  would  move  to  the  attack. 
This  he  did  not  do,  and  after  dusk  I  withdrew  to  the  right  bank  of  the 
river.  There  were  no  results  that  seemed  in  anywise  attainable  that 
would  have  jastified  me  in  attacking  the  enemy,  outnumbering  us  four- 
fold. 

While  over  the  river  information  was  received  that  the  enemy's  gun- 
boats had  moved  up  the  Meherrin  and  taken  possession  of  Murfireesbor- 
ongh,  N.  G.  General  Jenkins  the  same  night  moved  to  Franklin,  and 
witii  his  forces  was  directed  to  operate  against  the  gunboats.  I  do  not 
know  what  forces  Mfg.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  has  in  North  Carolina  to  guard 
those  streams. 

It  is  to  me  a  source  of  great  regret  that  so  little  of  the  iron  from  the 
two  railroads  referred  to  was  taken  up  during  the  time  General  Long- 
street  was  at  Suffolk.  I  am  sure  had  there  been  any  concert  or  a  proper 
concert  of  action  in  the  departments  the  bridge  over  the  Blackwater 
could  have  been  built,  and  by  constructing  a  small  curve  at  the  cross- 
ing of  the  roads  near  Suffolk  trains  could  have  been  run  from  Peters- 
burg to  Franklin  via  Suffolk  and  both  roads  taken  up.  Had  a  bridge 
been  thrown  across  the  Zuui  before  General  Longstreet  moved  and 
during  the  month  he  was  making  preparations,  every  bar  of  iron  could 
have  been  secured  while  we  were  there  at  Suffolk. 
Yours,  very  respectftilly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 

General  S.  Cooper, 

AtfjuUnnt  and  Inspector  General 

\Ja4mwtmnit.] 

Engineer  Bureau,  June  9, 1863. 

Bespectfully  returned  to  the  honoi*able  Secretary  of  War. 

No  effort  was  spared  to  remove  the  iron  from  the  Norfolk  and  Peters- 
burg road  and  from  the  Seaboard  road  while  Geueral  Longstreet  was  in 
command;  but  his  efforts,  assisted  by  the  engineers  under  his  control, 
were  given  to  the  collection  gf  supplies  for  the  army,  these  being  con- 
sider^ of  the  first  importance.  Everything  possible  with  the  engineers 
has  been  done  to  save  the  iron  in  question,  and  I  am  now  able  to  report 
that  a  large  part  of  the  iro!i  firom  the  Seaboard  Uailroad  is  on  the  right 
bank  of  the  Blackwater. 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
OoUmel  o/Mgineen  and  OM^  of  Bureau 
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Ka  20. 

iUport  ofMaj.  L.  M.  8hwmaker,  0.  8.  Ariilleif.  Ohltf  of  Artillery^  of  the 

capture  of  Battery  Huffer^  April  19. 

Heaoquabtbbs, 
Near  Biffs,  Va.,  April  21, 1863. 

Genkbal  :  Id  obedience  to  5  our  order  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  directe<l  Major  Boggs  to  send  Gapt  [D.  L.| 
Smoot,  [Alexandria  Light  Artillery,  or  Company  E,  Eighteenth  Battal- 
ion Virginia  Artillery],  with  his  two  30-7)ounder  Parrott  guns,  into  the 
worka  constmcted  for  him  to  the  west  of  Hill's  Point  Battery,  occupied 
by  Captain  Stribling.  Captain  Smoot  got  into  position  jast  before  day- 
light, and  I  directed  Ms^jor  Boggs  to  order  him  not  to  unmask  or  fire 
until  tlie  boats  above  HilPs  Point  attempted  to  come  down  or  those  be- 
low attempted  to  pass  up.  I  also  directed  him  to  send  Captain  Brad- 
ford, with  his  four  heavy  12-pounders,  to  relieve  Gapt.  fS.  T.]  Martin, 
[Battery  B,  Twelfth  Virginia  Battalion],  then  occupying  Mi\jor  Henry's 
IMidition  with  four  Impounder  howitzers,  and  to  instruct  him  not  to  fire 
at  anything  but  a  gunboat,  and  only  then  when  they  came  within  short 
range,  stating  that  vour  orders  to  me  were  to  sink  the  bouts  if  possible. 
Captain  Stribling's  battery  was  placed  in  the  work  at  Hill's  Point  after 
I  bad  explained  the  position  and  character  of  the  work  to  both  General 
Longstreet  and  yourself. 

Oil  Thursday  nicht,  the  16th,  I  had  thoroughly  inspected  the  work, 
and,  finding  the  platforms  burned  away,  took  the  heavy  siding  from  a 
corn-crib  on  the  Kiddick  farm  to  make  floors  for  the  carriages.  These 
floors  did  not  raise  the  guns  sufiiciently  to  fire  over  the  parapet,  con- 
structed originally  for  guns  of  heavy  caliber,  mounted  on  barbette  car- 
riages. I  o^ered  Captain  Stribling  to  cut  embrasures  for  all  his  pieces, 
which  was  done  as  far  as  could  be  t£at  night  and  finished  the  succeeding 
night,  so  that  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  I  had  three  batteries  in  posi- 
tion on  the  Nansemond  Biver,  to  wit :  Bradford's  at  Norfieet's  Landing, 
M ^jor  Henry's  position ;  Captain  Stribling's,  oonsistingof  two  24-pounder 
howitzers  and  three  12-pounder  Napoleons,  at  Hill's  Point,  in  a  veiy 
strong  earthwork ;  and  Captain  Smoot,  with  two  30-x>ounder  Parrott 
rifles,  to-^he  west  of  and  about  two-thirds  of  a  mUe  firom  Hill's  Point, 
where  tJie  river  widens  and  a  semicircular  bluff  bounds  a  large  marsh. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  there  were  throe  gunbcM^ts  above  Hill's 
Point  and  below  Korfleet's  Landing,  and  five  below  Hill's  Point  lying 
beloiv  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Nansemond  River.  About 
10  o'clock  three  ol'  these  attempted  to  pass  up  by  the  battery  at  Hill's 
Point,  and  one  of  them  succeeded  in  passing;  the  others  were  driven 
back,  one  of  them  severely  damaged,  as  she  was  towed  down  the  river 
afterward,  disabled,  and  thought  by  the  citizens  to  be  sinking. 

Thus,  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  there  weie  four  gunboats  above 
Hill's  Point  and  three  b«low.  About  10  o'clock  Colonel  Cunningham 
cam^  down  from  headquarters  (as  I  understood  from  himself  and  Lieu- 
tenant  Etting)  to  relieve  mo,  and  he  at  once  took  charge  and  went  around 
to  Smoot's  position.  Shortly  afterwanl  the  30-pounder  guns  opened, 
and  then  commenced  a  general  firing  from  all  the  Riinboats  and  two  of 
the  enemy's  land  batteries,  four  of  the  boats  and  two  batteries  firing  uiK>n 
Hill's  Point,  the  others  directing  their  fire  upon  Smoot's  position  and 
occasionally  shelling  the  woods  where  our  8har|)shooter8  were.  About 
4  o'clock  ttiere  was  a  general  cessation  of  firing,  and  I  sent  a  messenger 
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to  Oaptain  Btribling  with  a  noteinqnirmg  into  the  oamalties,  a  copy 
of  which  ifi  herewith  indosecL  with  Oaptam  Btriblhig's  indonemeiit 
thereon.*  About  1  o^clock  Msgor  Boggs  informed  me  that  the  gon- 
boats  above  Hill's  Point  had  moved  fietither  ap  the  river,  their  deck& 
covered  with  troops,  and  Captain  Martin  also  reported  to  me  that  a  large 
body  of  infantry  (he  thonght  a  regiment,  if  not  more)  had  passed  his 
position  (Norfleetrs  Landing)  the  day  before,  moving  down  the  river. 
These  facts  I  mentioned  to  General  Law  immediately  after  being  in- 
ibrmed  of  them,  he  having  come  to  Moore's  hoose  where  I  then  was. 

Shortly  after  receiving  Stribllng^s  reply  to  my  note  I  received  a  note 
from  you  giving  me  general  directions,  and  I  determined  not  to  return 
to  camp.  About  sunset  I  saw  the  boats  in  motion  above  Hill's  Point, 
and  from  the  signal  whistles  I  judged  that  one  or  more  of  them  intended 
to  try  to  pass  the  batteries.  I  dispatched  a  messenger  to  Captain  Smoot 
to  hold  himself  ready,  and  held  Coitus  two  3-inch  rifled  guns  to  dash 
out  whenever  I  could  make  them  avfulable  in  sinking  any  boat  that  we 
might  disable.  In  a  short  time  I  heard  a  volley  of  musketry,  then  a 
few  scattering  shots,  and  then  loud  and  continued  cheering.  In  a  few 
moments  a  messenger  informed  me  that  the  enemy  had  landed  a  large 
body  of  in&ntry  from  three  boats  above  Hill's  Point,  and  had  charged 
and  taken  the  position.  I  immediately  sent  M%jor  Boggs  to  inform 
Colonel  Connally,  who  at  once  moved  his  regiment  down.  I  then  sent 
a  courier  to  General  Law,  one  to  General  Hood,  and  one  to  yourself. 
The  courier  to  General  Law  returned^  bringing  me  word  from  him  that 
he  could  not  send  us  assistance,  and  I  at  once  directed  Miyor  Boggs  to 
order  Captain  Bradford  out  from  his  position  and  sent  Captain  Smoot 
an  order  to  get  his  guns  and  ammunition  out  into  the  road  as  soon  as 
possible.  I  then  ordered  Coit's  two  light  guns  forward  and  went  to- 
ward the  fort  or  work  as  fiir  as  the  farm-houses  to  ascertain  the  position 
of  afiEledrs.  I  soon  became  satisfied  that  any  attempt  to  retake  the  guns 
with  the  force  we  had  must  fail,  and  that  neither  infantry  nor  artillery 
could  cross  the  plateau  under  the  cross-fire  of  seven  gunboats  and  two 
land  batteries,  with  an  unknown  body  of  inflEmtry  filling  the  work  and 
lining  the  river  bank.  I  therefore  returned  to  the  Beed's  Ferry  road 
to  await  your  coming  and  to  direct  the  movements  of  the  remaining 
batteries.  Your  note  directing  me  to  have  Connally  post  his  regiment 
to  support  Stribling's  battery  and  to  prevent  the  landing  of  troops  was 
not  received  until  8  o'clock,  an  hour  or  more  after  the  position  had  been 
taken. 

I  herewith  inclose  M%{or  Boggs'  and  Lieutenant  Carroll's  f  reports,  and 
copies  of  the  various  notes,  directions,  &c.,  referred  to  above. 

In  conclusion,  general,  I  have  the  honor  to  ask  for  a  court  of  inquiry 
as  well  to  verify  the  fiMsts  stated  in  the  foregoing  report  as  to  have  a 
record  answer  to  any  charge  of  neglect  of  du^,  either  expressed  or  im- 
plied. 

Very  respectfully, 

L.  M.  SHXJMAKBB, 
Miliar  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh, 

C(m,mand%ng  Division. 

P.  S. — It  may  be  proper  to  state  that  the  work  is  a  heavy  ear  th work. 

fronting  down  the  river,  with  heavy  traverses  between  the  guns,  the 

«  .      ■  -        II  • 

*  See  Inoloenres  Q  and  H  to  M%jor-General  Frenoh's  report,  No.  34. 
t  See  inolosore  J  to  M%|or-General  French's  report,  No.  84. 
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right  gun  being  the  only  one  able  to  fire  acroBs  the  river  at  right  angles. 
The  gnns  coald  not  be  fired  to  the  rear,  as  there  was  rising  ground  im- 
mediately in  rear  of  and  higher  than  the  work  itself  and  it  was  behind 
this  in  rear  of  the  work  that  the  landing  was  effected,  there  being  no 
pickets,  as  I  understood,  on  the  river  above  to  give  information. 


No.  26. 


Bq^i  of  Mqf.  F.  J.  Bogg$j  0.  B.  ArtUUrffy  qf  ike  coftmre  of  Battery 

HugtTy  April  19. 

Pboyidbnob  Ghxtboh.  Ya.,  April  21, 1863. 

Majob:  In  response  to  yonr  call  for  a  detailed  report  of  the  occur- 
rences on  the  19tii  I  regret  to  say  I  have  but  an  imp^ect  recollection 
of  more  than  general  afflEurs.  Captain  Smoot  went  into  battery  on  the 
night  of  the  loUi.  On  the  I9th  I  went  to  the  point  below  him,  in  view 
of  the  gunboat,  to  watch  the  effect  of  his  shot  if  he  should  open.  The 
instnu^ons  I  gave  him  as  received  fh)m  you  were  to  wait  until  a  boat 
attempted  to  pass  Stribling's  position,  or,  if  no  attempt  was  made  to 
pass,  to  wait  for  the  boa{  to  take  a  nearer  position,  as  on  the  day  before. 
I  was  not  a  little  surprised  to  hear  Smo<^s  guns  open,  as  the  boat,  1 
thought,  had  not  gone  up  far  enough.  The  shots,  however,  were  good. 
One,  I  am  confident,  struck  on  the  starboard  side  in  fix>ut  just  under  the 
hurricane  deck.  During  the  night  succeeding  you  ordered  Smoot,  in 
my  presence,  to  come  out  cautiously,  removing  his  guns  first  by  hand, 
which  he  did,  and  last  night  succeeded  in  gettiug  out  his  caissons.  The 
orders  given  by  me  and  f^om  you  to  Stribling  were  to  fire  at  nothing 
but  a  gunboat  on  attempting  to  pass  or  within  short  range,  which  order 
was  sMctly  obeyed. 

On  the  18th,  about  8  o^clock,  three  boats  from  below  came  up  in  line 
of  battle  and  opened  a  terrific  fire  on  Stribling's  position,  the  rear  boats 
continuing  the  fire  while  the  first  boat  passed.  Lieutenant  Marshall  in- 
formed me  in  the  evening  that  two  shots  were  fired  at  the  leading  boat, 
one  taking  a  damaging  effect.  Seven  shots  were  fired  at  the  second 
boat,  five  taking  effect  and  the  sixth  striking  down  the  flag-staff.  Sev- 
eral citizens  of  my  acquaintance  informed  me  that  she  was  towed  below 
in  a  sinking  condition.  I  witnessed  this  fight  also,  and  heard  the  crash 
of  timber  from  the  shots  on  the  second  boat. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19th,  about  sunset,  I  was  standing  with  you  and 
Mr.  Waterbnry  in  Mrs.  Moore's  yaitl  when  we  heard  heavy  firing  and 
cheering,  which,  on  investigation,  we  found  to  be  the  shout  of  the  enemy 
in  the  capture  of  Stribling's  battery.  I  immediately  communicated  your 
order  to  Oolonel  Connally  to  carry  down  his  regiment,  which  order  was 
execute.  Qoit^s  section  was  also  carried  in.  The  shelling  was  terrific, 
and  I  do  not  believe  a  dog  could  have  made  the  trip  from  Biddick's 
quarters  to  the  fort  In  the  morning  of  this  day,  while  I  was  watching 
the  effect  of  Smoot's  battery,  I  observed  three  boats  above  the  fort,  one 
a  large  side-wheel  vessel,  this  one,  at  least,  loaded  with  troops.  Thin 
information  I  communicated  to  you,  and  expressed  my  fears  to  several 
officers  (I  think  to  you)  that  there  would  be  an  effort  to  land  troops. 
Oapt.  [James  A.]  Shingleur  was  there  and  saw  the  vessels  and  troops. 
Just  after  the  report  reached  us  of  the  capture  of  Stribling's  battery  you 
remarked  that  you  had  sent  to  Oeneral  Law,  but  that  he  informed  you 
he  had  not  the  troops  to  spare.   I  think  you  remarked  you  had  also  sent 
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to  Oeneral  HoocL  Without  delay,  as  I  thoaghi,  Ctonerala  flood  and 
Law,  and  shortly  after  General  French,  were  at  the  croearoads  and 
dispositions  of  infantry  made.  Bradford's  battery  was  oconpying  the 
works  above  Henry's,  and  were  ordered  out  by  yon  throagh  me,  and  1 
had  succeeded  in  getting  ont  all  the  pieces  bat  one.  General  Hood 
ordered  it  back  again,  where  it  remained  until  last  night,  when  every- 
thing was  brought  out  in  safety.  The  orders  given  to  and  obeyed  by 
Captain  Bradford  were  to  fire  at  nothing  but  boats  in  passing  or  the 
enemy  at  short  range.  One  wheel  in  this  battery  was  shattered  and  the 
roujEzle  moldiug  of  one  gun  struck  by  the  shot  of  the  enemy.  This  bat 
tery,  as  well  as  the  Hill's  Point  Battery,  was  commanded,  the  former  by 
three,  the  other  by  two,  land  batteries  over  the  river,  and  both  by  large 
bodies  of  sharpshooters. 

F.  J.  BOGGS. 
MqfoTj  Oinmmamamg. 
Mai.  ^  ^'  Bhumakbb,  OhitfofArUUeiff. 


No.  27. 


Report  of  Maj.  JameB  Doarimg^  0.  8.  ArtiUery^of  ike  eapimre  of  Battery 

Huger^  April  19. 

Apbil  21,  1863. 

GsNBBAi*:  Tonr  letter  recommending  me  a  quartermaster  was  re- 
ceived just  as  we  wore  starting  on  to  Suffolk,  and  this  is  the  first  op]M)r- 
tunity  I  have  had  of  replying.  I  sent  up  a  recommendation  approved 
by  General  Pickett  and  General  Longstreet  about  a  week  or  ten  days 
iKjfore  receiving  your  letter,  and  hope  every  day  to  see  the  "phiz"  of 
my  quartermasteT.  I  have  two  medical  officers  with  my  battalion,  one 
ordnance  officer,  one  adjutant,  and  a  lieutenant  acting  as  quartermaster. 

1  had  Just  succeeded'in  getting  Capt.  [M.  C]  Macon  four  Napoleons, 
giving  bim  a  battery  of  four  Napoleons  and  two  Parrotts,  and  also  get- 
ting him  50  conscripts.  Onpt.  [ W.  H.j  Oaskie  was  in  a  fair  way  to  get 
four  Napoleons,  and  I  was  hard  at  work  to  obtain  a  rifle  Parrott  bat- 
tery, if  iK>ssible.  for  Gapt.  [J.  G.]  Blount,  when  we  were  ordered  to  this 
side  of  the  Black  water.  Soon  after  getting  here— that  is  within  1} 
miles  of  Suffolk — Major-General  French  came  down,  and  having  no 
command  (though  being  the  ranking  mfyorgeneral  here).  General 
Longstreet  finally  gave  him  the  coqamand  of  all  the  artUlery.  General 
French  immediately  took  two  of  my  batteries — Captain  Stnbling's  and 
Captain  Bradford's,  which  had  been  assigned  me  at  Petersburg,  com- 
posed of  four  12-pounder  brass  pieces — and  sent  them  away  down  on 
Nansemond  Biver,  some  15  miles  from  me,  putting  Captain  Stribling 
between  two  streams  just  where  they  unite  and  both  of  them  navigable 
for  gunboats,  giving  Captain  Stribling  only  two  companies  of  infantry 
as  a  support.  The  enemy  came  up  in  front,  on  both  flanks,  and  in  rear, 
and  captured  Captain  Stribling,  his  battery  of  three  Napoleons,  and 
two  24-pounder  brass  howitzers,  and  56  of  his  men.  The  caissons,  with 
the  chests  taken  off,  and  the  horses  were  half  a  mile  back  and  esca])ed. 
Lieut.  [G.l  Carroll  also  escaped,  not  being  present.  He  has  some  00  odd 
men  and  tne  horses  yet  remaining.  All  of  the  best  of  the  horses  General 
French  has  turned  over  to  some  other  batteries.  I  do  think  it  very  trying 
to  have  one's  command  thus  split  up  and  captured,  especially  in  such  a 
way  as  this  has  been  done.  If  it  is  a  mi1itar3  necessity  to  separate  bat- 
talions no  one  will  more  cheerfully  acquiesce  than  myself;  but  this  has 
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proven  itself  lOt  to  be  Bach  an  cue,  for  General  French  has  hastened 
to  remove  all  batteries  rcniuiuin^  near  that  point  to  some  safe  inland 
position. 

I  have  been  working  hard  and  straining  every  point  to  fully  equip 
and  man  m^'  battalion,  and  was  flattering  myself  that  I  was  succeeding 
pretty  well  when  this  drawback  comes  upon  me.  It  docs  seem  that  it 
is  but  a  poor  inducement  for  one  to  get  a  fine  battalion  if  ho  is  to  have 
nothing  to  do  with  commanding  it  in  time^  of  peril— if  it  is  to  be  placed 
in  traps  to  be  captured  without  fighting.  I  had  hoped  that  I  might 
have  the  honor  of  commanding  my  own  battalion  on  a  battle-field,  there 
to  share  its  honors,  victones,  or  defeats :  but  it  seems  otherwise.  I  had 
no  idea  of  acce]>ting  a  sinecure  when  I  became  a  field  officer  of  artil- 
lery, and  when  my  battalion  is  needed  I  wish  to  carry  it  into  battle 
myself. 

I  have  received  both  of  the  papers  recommending  officers  for  Caskie's 
battery.  lie  has  one  vacancy'  for  a  lieutenant,  and  I  should  much  pre- 
fer Lieut.  [S.  F.j  Chapman  to  FL.]  Booker.  I  sent  Captain  Caskie  him- 
self back  to  liicumond  to  see  ii  he  could  hasten  the  filling  of  the  requisi- 
tion for  his  guns.  I  have  written  to  him  on  the  subject  and  am  expecting 
an  answer  daily.  Some  charges  against  Lieut.  [T.  B.]  McCurdy,  of  the 
same  battery,  came  down  today,  and  I  have  just  ordered  him  back  to 
report  to  Colonel  Crutchfield  for  trial.  He  apx)ears  to  be  an  indi£ferent 
and  worthless  officer  and  talks  of  resigning.  I  hope  he  may,  if  my  im- 
pressions prove  true. 

1  hope,  general,  you  will  allow  me  to  have  the  Parrott  gun  Captain 
Caskie  turned  over  to  Colonel  Crutchfield.  I  am  greatly  in  need  of 
rifles,  and  wish  much  to  have  a  rifle  battery,  and  besides  really  think 
1  am  justly  entitled  to  that  gun.  The  battery  was  sent  to  me  without 
horses  or  guns,  though  it  had  both,  and  both  ought  rightfully  to  have 
been  sent — at  least  all  he  had.  My  horses  arc  doing  weU,  and  if  Cap- 
tain Stribling  had  his  battery  and  I  had  the  Parrotts  for  Captain  Blount 
I  would  be  satisfied. 

Believe  me,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  DEAEING, 
Major^  Commanding  Battalion. 

Brig.  Gen.  William  N.  Pendleton, 

Chief  of  Artillery y  Army  of  Northern  Virginia. 

P.  8. — I  forgot  to  mention  that  Lane's  Whitworth  gun  burst  in  North 
Carolina,  and  that  l>ot}i  of  his  20- pounder  Parrott  guns  have  been  dis- 
abled down  here;  one,  elevating  screw  was  broken;  tiie  other  gun  was 
cracked,  I  believe. 

[IndorMOMBt.] 

IIDQRS.  Abtillery  Cobps,  April  21 J 1863. 

Beapectfuliy  forw*anled  to  tlie  c>ommauding  general  for  his  information, 
and  to  express  the  anxiety  of  the  luidersigned  lest  much  care  in  adjust- 
ing our  artillery  organization  be  frustrated  by  change  of  system  in  those 
temporarily  serving  elsewhere.  Major  Dea  ring's  views  and  feelings  seem 
reasonable  and  soldierlike.  It  is  hoped  they  may  be  in  the  main  ap- 
proved by  General  Lcc  and  Lientenant-Gcneral  Longstreet. 
Respectfully  feubmitted. 

W.  N.  PENDLETON, 
Brigadiei'- General  and  Chief  of  Artillery. 

P.  8. — ^No  reflection  whatever  upon  General  French  is  intended  by 
the  undersigned,  who  has  a  favorable  and  very  kind  recollection  of  G«n* 
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end  F.  Unawaiey  however,  of  the  difflcnltieB  inoident  to  the  mptiue 
and  rea^joBtment  of  recent  battalion  organizations,  he  may  not  quite 
fully  appreciate  the  importance  of  not  pennanently  weakening  a  bat- 
talion as  each.  Tb  encourage  these  eSfident  young  battalion  com 
manders  seems  praotioally  wise.  The  other  points  menti<med  by  Migor 
D.  are  attended  to. 
BespectftiUy, 

W.  IT.  P. 


No.  28. 


Bapart  of  Oopt  Robert  M.  8Mbl4mg^  Famquier  ArHOenf^  of  ike  oaplmt 

of  BatUry  Hunger ^  April  19. 

Pbtebsbuso,  Yjl.,  Mofg  6, 1883. 

Gbmxbal  :  In  reply  to  your  request  of  this  morning  I  have  the  honor 
of  making  the  following  report  of  the  capture  of  my  battery  on  the  Nan- 
semond  River  on  the  evening  of  April  19 : 

About  11  p.  m.y  April  IG,  my  batter^'  was  placed  in  position  in  the 
old  fort  on  Hill's  Point  by  Miyor  Sliumaker,  chief  of  artillery,  with 
orders  from  him  to  fire  upon  any  boats  running  up  or  down  the  river 
that  might  attempt  to  pass  the  fort,  and  to  fire  under  no  other  circum- 
stances except  when  the  fire  would  bo  undoubtedly  with  effect,  but  to 
keep  the  men  under  cover  as  well  as  possible.  LieutenantOolouel 
Coleman,  of  General  Law's  brigade,  was  in  the  fort  with  some  in&ntry 
when  I  went  into  position.  The  next  morniug  the  enemy  opened  vcpon 
the  fort  from  gunboats  below  and  above,  and  also  fh)m  a  land  bat- 
tery upon  the  opposite  shore.  About  11  a.  m.  three  boats  attempted 
to  run  by  the  fort — one  ran  aground  about  600  yards  below,  and  only 
one  succeeded  then  iu  ])assing;  we  fired  upon  it  and  made  several  holes 
through  it.  Toward  sunset  the  boat  which  had  been  aground  got  off 
and  passed  by  |  we  made  seven  holes  through  her,  and  I  understood 
permanently  disabled  her.  Saturday  Was  a  day  of  comparative  quiet, 
no  shots  of  any  consequence  being  fired  at  the  fort  and  we  not  firing 
at  all. 

Early  Sunday  morning  firing  commenced  from  the  gunboats  and 
about  1  p.  m.  became  quite  fUrious  and  continued  so  until  between  sun- 
down and  dark,  when,  upon  a  signal,  all  firing  ceased,  and  immediately 
one  of  the  boats  above  ran  near  the  shore  and  rapidly  landed  two  or 
more  regiments  about  400  yards  above  the  fort.  They  double-quick^ 
by  the  flank  across  the  neck  of  land,  thei^by  cutting  off  all  communi- 
cation. They  then  faced  to  the  front,  discharged  their  pieces,  and 
charged  upon  the  fort.  The  pieces  which  had  b^n  turned  toward  the 
land  and  the  infantry  supports  (two  companies,  numbering  about  80 
men,  and  commanded  by  Captain  Bozeman,  of  Forty  fourth  Alabama 
Eegimeut,  General  Law's  brigade)  opened  upon  them  and  held  them 
in  check.  They  soon,  however,  flanked  the  fort  on  either  side  and 
entered  it  through  a  swamp  and  over  the  parapets  on  the  river  side  and 
in  rear  of  the  guns.  We  were  hastened  off  with  the  greatest  rapidity 
and  put  on  board  the  boat. 

About  2  o'clock  on  the  night  of  the  16th  the  pickets  stationed  up  the 
river  fell  back  to  the  fort,  reporting  that  the  enemy  had  landed  in  large 
force  above.  Notice  was  immediately  sent  through  one  of  my  sergeants 
to  General  Law.  In  the  mean  time  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman  ad- 
vanced his  skirmishers  up  the  river  and  found  no  enemy  at  the  points 
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indicated.  They  had  re-embarked,  as  I  learned  after  my  capture.  Mj 
sergeant  retamed  and  reported  that  a  regiment  was  in  the  woods,  about 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  having  been  sent  down  to  oar  support. 
When  the  enemy  landed  on  the  evening  of  the  19th  there  was  no  picket 
or  lookout  up  the  river;  no  gun  was  fired  or  no  notice  whatever  served 
of  their  approach,  and  as  the  shore  was  heavily  wooded  we  could  see 
nothing  £rom  the  fort.  I  had  been  led  to  suppose  that  the  banks  of  the 
river  were  picketed  and  that  I  would  receive  notice  of  the  approach  of 
a  land  force,  and  idso  that  there  was  a  regiment  in  supporting  distance. 
The  construction  of  the  fort  was  of  such  a  nature  that  I  could  not  use 
my  guns  witili  full  effect  against  a  land  force,  though  it  was  admirably 
adapted  to  resist  an  attack  from  the  gunboats  and  to  blockade  the  river 
at  that  point. 

I  neglected  to  state  that  while  the  gunboat  was  aground  during  the 
morning  of  the  17th  no  gun  in  the  fort  could  be  brought  to  bear  upon 
it  on  account  of  the  narrowness  of  the  embrasure  which  had  been  hastily 
cut  out  the  night  before.  That  night  they  were  widened  sufftciently  to 
give  command  of  the  point. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  M.  STRIBLING, 
Captain  Fauquier  Artillery, 

fM%|.  Gen.  S.  G.  French.] 

P.  S. — ^It  might  be  well  to  add  that  on  the  night  of  the  16th,  when 
the  alarm  was  given,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Coleman  told  me  that  he  had 
orders  to  notify  General  Law  should  any  force  cross  the  river,  and  that 
he  had  no  courier.  As  my  sergeant  had  a  horse  1  oftered  him  to  the 
colonel,  and  he  was  sent  by  his  order. 

[IndonflmMil.] 

Stribling's  guns  were  lost  because  the  infantry  placed  in  the  work 
as  a  garrison  by  Generals  Hood  and  Law,  and  from  whom  they  received 
all  o^ers,  were  captured.  When  Hood's  infantry  garrison  surrendered 
the  guns  were  captured.  Why  not  inquire  how  it  was  the  garrison 
i6und  in  the  fort  was  captured  f 

S.  G.  FBBNCF- 
Majw-GeneraX^  Cfm^manaiiny. 


No.  29. 


Report  of  Lieut,  Ool,  John  A.  Jones,  Forty-fourth  Alabama  Iftfantry^  oj 

the  capture  of  Battery  Huger^  April  19. 

Namm  of  the  eampaniet  and  thdr  atrmgtk  captured  in  the  fori  at  HUP$  Pomtf  on  the  Nam- 
Bcmond  River  f  April  lU,  all  from  the  Forty-fourth  Alalkama  Eeyiment. 


OttLcwu. 

Nouhmho- 

mifwioned 

offioeni. 

6 

i 
PrlvAtes.    Aggregate. 

1 

COTBpMIJ  A 

ConpMijrB 



...1                  4 

18  1                 S8 
86                    48 

Total 

6 

12 

64                    71 

1 

1 

JNO.  A.  JONES, 
Lieutenant- Colonel,  Comdg,  Forty -fourth  Alabama  Vols. 
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No.  30. 

Bepart  of  Ool  John  K.  OonnaUy^  Fifty-^th  NorA  Carolina  Infan^nfj  oj 

ike  capture  of  Battery  Uuger^  April  19. 

Afbil  22,  18d3. 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  in  compliance  with  Special  Orders, 
No.  3,  Headqnarters  French's  Command,  dated  April  17,  three  compa- 
nies from  my  regiment  marchcMi  on  Friday  night,  the  I7th^  to  Norfleet's 
house,  on  the  Beed's  Ferry  road,  and  on  Saturday  mommg,  the  18th, 
re]K)rted  to  Miyor  Sbnmaker  for  duty,  as  specified  in  the  order.  The 
fort  intended  for  the  reception  of  the  two  32-poander  rifled  pieces  which 
my  regiment  was  to  support  not  having  been  completed,  a  detail  of  60 
men  was,  by  order  of  Major  Shumaker,  made  from  the  three  companies 
to  finish  it.  This  having  been  done  on  Saturday  evening,  the  18th,  the 
guns  were  placed  in  position  during  the  night. 

On  SatuMay  morning,  the  18th,  I  moved  with  the  seven  remaining 
companies  of  my  reg^ent  to  Norfleet's  house,  and  some  time  during 
the  evening  communicated  with  Mf^or  Shumaker,  who  advised  me  to 
place  4  men  and  a  corporal  at  Le  Compte's  house,  4  men  and  a  corporal 
at  Beed's  Ferry,  4  men  and  a  corporal  at  a  point  nearly  equi-distant 
between  Le  Compte's  house  and  the  ferry,  and  a  company  at  Moore's 
house  to  support  the  three  points  mentioned.  He  also  advised  me  to 
place  a  company  near  the  gate  at  the  entrance  of  the  field  in  which  the 
battery  of  32-i)ounder  pieces  was  situated  to  support  it.  In  addition  to 
this  advice  I  received  an  order  from  iieneral  French  in  exact  accordance 
with  the  major's  advice,  except  that  the  company  placed  at  Moore's 
shoidd  be  placed  at  Le  Compto's  house.  In  posting  my  men  I  obeyed 
General  French's  order  to  the  letter  except  as  to  placing  a  company  at 
Le  Compters  house.  This  I  did  not  do  because  M%ior  Shumaker  told 
me  that  he  was  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  posts  mentioned,  and 
that  it  was  better  to  place  the  company  at  Moore's,  which  I  did. 

On  Sunday  evening,  the  19th,  Colonel  Cunningham  rode  up  to  my 
quarters  some  time  between  4  and  6  o'clock  and  told  me  in  substance^ 
1  do  not  remember  his  language— that  General  French  wished  me  to 
support  the  batteries.  The  order  was  general,  and  I  immediately  or- 
dered Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith  and  Mig.  [A.  H.]  Belo  to  go  and  ascer- 
tain the  position  of  the  batteries,  the  number  of  men  necessary  for  their 
support,  the  ground  to  be  occupied  by  the  support,  and  to  report  to  me 
as  early  as  possible.  They  had  not  been  gone  more  than  an  hour  or  an 
hour  and  a  half  when  1  heard  loud  cheering  m  the  direction  of  the  river. 
A  few  moments  afterwards  an  officer  (I  know  not  who)  rode  up  and 
reported  that  Striblin^s  battery  had  been  charged  by  the  enemy  and 
captured.  I  immediately  ordered  my  regiment  under  arms,  left  one 
company  at  Moore's  house  to  support  the  three  posts  mentioned  above, 
two  companies  at  the  gate  referred  to  to  support  the  battery  of  32- 
pounder  pieces,  and  with  the  seven  other  companies  proceeded  as  rap- 
idly as  possible  to  the  house  nearest  Stribling's  battery,  which  was  in  the 
fort  known  as  the  Old  Fort.  There  I  came  up  with  Capt.  [L.  B.]  Ter- 
rell, General  Law's  assistant  adjutant-general,  with  two  companies  from 
the  Forty-eighth  Alabama  Regiment.  I  inquired  of  the  captain  what 
he  was  doing  there,  and  learned  that  he  had  been  sent  by  General  Law 
with  the  two  companies  mentioned  to  relieve  the  two  companies  which 
were  in  the  fort  when  it  was  captured.    He  stated  that  he  had  arrived 
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too  late — ^that  the  fort  had  been  taken  before  he  oonld  render  aMlst- 
anoe.  I  had  never  beeu  to  the  fort,  knew  nothing  of  its  position  or  the 
grounds  aronnd  it,  and  asked  Captain  Terrell  if  he  could  give  me  any 
information  concerning  it,  telliug  him  that  I  intended  to  charge  and 
retake  the  guns.  He  stated  that  he  had  been  to  the  fort  and  knew  aU 
about  its  position ;  that  it  was  situated  on  a  point  of  land  extending 
down  to  the  river,  and  that  there  was  a  deep  ravine  or  marsh  in  its 
front  over  which  my  men  could  not  ix>ssibly  charge.  In  addition  to 
this  the  fort  was  defended  by  six  gunboats — three  above  and  three 
below — and  two  land  batteries  across  the  river.  I  intended  to  charge 
and  retake  the  tort,  if  possible,  but  upon  learning  its  position  and  de- 
fense from  Captain  Tenell  knew  that  it  would  to  worse  than  folly  to 
make  the  attempt  Wishing,  however,  to  ascertain  if  it  was  still  occu- 
pied by  the  enemy  I  moved  up  to  within  some  500  or  600  yards  of  the 
forty  formed  line  of  battle,  and  ordered  the  men  to  lie  down.  I  then 
ordered  Lieutenant-Colonel  Smith,  with  two  companies  deployed  as 
skirmishers,  to  advance  until  fired  upon,  then  to  fall  back  upon  the  regi- 
ment. He  nad  not  advanced  more  than  50  or  00  yards  before  he  was 
flred  upon  by  the  enemy's  skirmishers,  and,  as  ordered,  fell  back.  The 
fire  of  my  skirmishers  discovered  to  the  enemy  the  position  of  the  reg- 
iment, when  they  opened  upon  me  a  heavy  cross-fire  fi*om  the  six  gun- 
boats and  two  batteries.  I  immediately  withdrew  my  regiment  out  of 
range  of  their  grape-shot,  and,  thinking  they  would  protobly  advance 
with  the  intention  of  capturing  the  battery  of  d2-poniider  pieces  in  my 
rear,  formed  a  second  line  of  battle  about  half  a  mile  from  tiie  Old  Fort, 
threw  forward  skirmishers  under  command  of  M%jor  Belo,  and,  although 
shelled  from  the  gunboats,  awaited  patiently  the  enemy's  advance  until, 
I  suppose,  about  1  a.  m.,  when  General  Law  came  up  and  told  me  that 
I  was  too  far  in  advance  and  to  Ml  back  upon  the  skirt  of  woods  some 
quarter  ot  a  mile  in  my  rear :  also  to  draw  in  my  line  of  skirmishers, 
i  obeyed  General  Law's  orders.  This,  as  stated  above,  was  about  1 
o'clock.  At  daylight,  or  very  soon  thereafter,  General  Hood  came  up 
and  placed  me  under  command  of  General  Robertson,  with  whom  I  re- 
mained until  near  sundown,  when  I  was  ordered  by  General  Hood, 
through  General  Robertson,  to  rejoin  my  brigade.  General  Law  not 
attempting  to  retake  the  fort  during  the  night  of  the  19th,  and  General 
Hood  not  attempting  it  on  the  20th,  establishes  the  fact  tluit  the  attempt 
would  have  been  injudicious,  and  that  I  was  fortunate  in  meeting  with 
Captain  Terrell,  whose  statement  relative  to  its  position  and  defense 
alone  prevented  my  making  it 

It  will  be  seen,  msgor,  frt>m  this  report  that  I  did  not  have  any  men 
in  or  near  the  fort  when  it  was  captared }  that  it  was  attacked  so  soon 
after  Colonel  Cunningham  left  me  that  I  could  not  possibly  have  placed 
men  in  position  for  its  support;  that  when  captured  two  companies  from 
General  Law's  brigade  were  moving  forwani  to  relieve  the  two  com- 
panies which  were  in  it,  and  that  I  moved  with  all  possible  dispatch  to 
recapture  the  fort,  had  it  beeu  possible. 

As  I  was  the  commanding  officer  on  the  field  at  the  time,  I  deem  it 
my  duty  to  give  Captain  Terrell's  statement  concerning  the  action  of  the 
two  companies  under  his  command,  which  was  that  all  the  men  in  the  two 
companies  deserts  him  except  nine.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the 
nine  men  who  remained  with  the  captain  or  I  would  give  them,  thinking 
they  deserve  favorable  notice. 

The  fire  upon  my  tegiuient,  as  you  may  well  imagine,  was  very  heavy 
aidee<l,  yet  both  officers  and  men  received  it  unflinchingly  and  with 
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veteran-like  steadiness.  Lientenant<]}olonel  Smith,  M^fcnr  Belo,  and 
Adjt.  [H.  T.]  Jordan  behaved  with  the  utmost  coolness  and  gallantry. 
I  had  10  men  wounded  (1  mortally)  and  1  man  missing,  supposed  to  have 
been  killed. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JNO.  K  CONNALLY, 
CoUmel  Fifty-fifth  Begiment  NoHih  CaroUma  Troop$. 
Miyor  Daves. 

[iBdonaiMBt*.] 

OAMP  NBAS  SXTFFOLK,  Ya.,  April  22, 1863. 

I  do  not  know  the  precise  hour  the  instructions  were  given  Colonel 
Gonnally,  but  think  it  was  earlier  than  4  p.  m.  They  would  have  been 
delivered  in  the  forenoon,  but  Colonel  Connally  was  absent  from  camp 
witli  General  Law.  I  had  left  the  batteries  and  arrived  at  camp  before 
the  attack  was  made. 
Bespectfiilly, 

GEO.  A.  OXnmmGHAM. 

Hbabqttabtbbs, 
Near  Suffolk,  Fa.,  April  22, 186S. 

Colonel  Connally  is  in  error,  perhaps,  in  regard  to  the  time  he  saw 
Colonel  Cunningham  and  received  his  instructions. 

&  G.  FBENCH, 

Miyar-Om^erdL 


No.  ai. 

Eepart  ofMaj,  Oen.  George  E.  Pickett,  C.  8.  Army,  commanding  BimeUm 
of  skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Boad,  Va,,  April  24. 

Hbadquabters  Pickett's  Division, 

ApHl  26, 1863. 

Majob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  report*  of  Col.  [J.  B.]  Magruder, 
of  the  Fifty-seveuth  Virginia,  commanding  on  the  Whitemarsh  road,  oi 
the  skirmish  which  took  place  on  his  front  on  the  24th  instant.  Since 
his  report  has  been  handed  in  4  of  the  pickets  thought  to  be  prisoners 
have  returned.  They  took  refuge  in  the  swamps  upon  the  advance  of 
the  enemy.  They  report  from  what  was  overheard  that  the  officers  had 
great  difhculty  iu  making  their  men  come  up  to  the  mark.  Simultane- 
ously with  the  attack  on  the  Whitemarsh  road  the  enemy  advanced  in 
my  immediate  front,  opening  Are  from  one  of  their  redoubts  near  the 
point  of  the  pond  with  three  rifled  guns;  also  from  a  redoubt  in  our  right 
front,  and  from  a  section  of  artillery  which  they  brought  out  in  front  of 
my  advanced  pickets.  Their  picket  line,  which  was  re-enforced,  tried  to 
advance  under  cover  of  this  heavy  artillery  fire,  but  were  easily  repulsed 
by  my  pickets,  who  maintained  their  position  and  did  not  call  on  the 
reserve  regiment  which  1  had  sent  up  to  support  if  necessary. 

I  am  sorry  to  report  that  two  very  valuable  officers  of  the  Fourteenth 
Virginia  were  very  seriously  wounded — Capts.  [William  D.]  Tompkins, 
[Company  B],  and  [P.]  Poindexter,  [Company  Ij.   They  were  shot  while 

*  Not  found. 
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in  the  execation  ^  their  daty  with  the  most  advanced  of  tiie  soonts. 
Also  two  men  of  the  Twenty-ninth  Virginia,  Corse's  brigade,  slightly 
wonnded. 

The  officers  and  men  engaged  all  acted  with  great  coolness  and  readi- 
ness, aod  it  is  evident  the  enemy  was  badly  hart. 

I  am,  major,  very  respectlhlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  B.  PICKETT, 
Major -GeneraU  Comnumding. 

Maj.  G.  MOZLET  SOBBEL, 

iUft  Aigt  Ge%.y  Dept  of  Virginia  and  North  OaroUna. 


APBH  19t  1868.— Baeonnaiisanoe  fhmi  Glonoester  Point  to  the  Tidnity  of 

Hiokory  Porks,  Va. 

Beport  qfLietU.  OoL  Charles  C.  TeviSj  Fourth  Delaware  Infantry. 

Camp  Gilpin,  Gloucesteb  Point,  Va., 

ApHl  12, 1863. 

COLORBL :  In  pnrsnanoe  of  yonr  orders  I  marched  a  detachment  of  150 
men  (infantry),  taken  fh>m  the  Fourth  Delaware  Regiment,  to  the  points 
indicated  in  yonr  instmctions  to  me.  I  felt  all  the  woods  between  York 
Biver  and  the  main  eoanty  road  as  far  up  as  Timber  Neck  Creek,  aod 
then  took  what  is  called  the  Pine  Swamp  road  nntil  its  intersection  with 
the  Bell  Boy  road,  abont  1^  miles  above  Hickory  Fork. 

All  the  country  was  carefhlly  examined  by  my  line  of  skirmishers, 
and  indications  of  the  recent  presence  of  the  enemy  were  found,  particn- 
lariy  at  a  small  Methodist  chapel  called  Providence  Chapel,  about  3 
miles  beyond  our  lines.  All  the  inhabitants  concurred  in  stating  that 
abont  200  cavalry  (Captains  Littleton's,  Clopton's,  and  Allen's  compa- 
nies), under  Colonel  Godwin  and  Major  Yaughan,  had  been  down  since 
Friday  morning,  and  had  returned  about  6  p.  m.  to-day  to  King  and 
Queen's  Court-House,  where  they  are  encamped.  1  found  a  consider- 
able quantity  of  grain  in  the  mill  belonging  to  Coleman  Roberts,  on  the 
Bell  Boy  road,  and  as  the  rebels  are  in  the  habit  of  picketing  there  to 
bait  their  horses,  and  as  the  owner  confessed  to  correspondence  with 
their  leaders,  I  burned  the  mill.  My  detachment  returned  by  the  main 
county  road,  only  halting  to  destroy  a  grist  and  saw  mill  belonging  to 
Prosser  Tabb,  near  Hickory  Fork,  in  which  large  quantities  of  flour  have 
been  lately  ground  for  the  use  of  the  Bichmond  army.  I  would  espe- 
cially call  attention  to  Charles  Curtis,  at  Wilson's  Creek,  who  receives 
si  ores  for  the  rebels  and  who  had  rented  the  last-mentioned  mill. 

I  have  the  honor  to  forward,  too,  the  papers  taken  from  two  cavalry 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry,  whom  I  captured,  and 
who  were  empowered  by  the  rebel  general,  Stuart,  to  collect  horses  for 
his  regiments.  The  men  and  officers  of  my  command  did  their  duty  well, 
i  would  speak  particularly  of  the  services  of  Lieut.  John  J.  Toner,  regi- 
mental quartermaster,  and  of  Dr.  Hopkins,  regimental  surgeon,  who 
were  of  material  assistance  to  me  in  the  capture  of  the  prisoners. 
Very  respectfully, 

CHARLES  CABROLL  TBVI8, 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Fourth  Delaware  Volunteere, 

CoL  A.  H.  Gbimshaw^ 

Fourth  Delaware  Volunteersj  Commanding  Post. 


842  NORTH  CABOLINA  AND  8.  B.  YIRaiHIA.  [Our. 

APBH  16, 186S.— Afhir  on  tha  Piurailuy  Biwr,  nmx  Wait  fdnt,  Va. 
B^porl  of  Maj.  PegUm  Wue^  Fort^-^ixth  Virginia  Infamtnf* 

Headquastbbs, 
White  HofUCy  Fa.,  April  19, 1863. 

GKinsBAJL:  I  have  just  returned  from  Taylor's  Qnarter,  2  mileB  from 
West  Point,  to  which  place  I  was  called  on  Thursday  evening  last  by  oc- 
currences of  which  the  following  shall  be  a  report  Permit  me  only  to  pre- 
mise that  this  should  hn ve  been  sent  to  you  earlier,  but  that  a  dispatch 
which  reached  mc  at  the  place  just  named,  and  other  reports  which  came 
to  me  tending  to  show  that  you  had  retired  from  Williamsburg,  left  me 
in  ignorance  of  your  whereabouts.  On  Thursday  evening  last  a  dis- 
patch reached  me  by  courier  from  Capt  [G.  W.l  Abbitt  (stationed  at 
Taylor's  Quarter,  on  the  Pamnnkey  River,  with  nis  own  company  and 
that  of  Gapt.  [G.  D.J  Huffman  and  a  section  of  artillery  under  Lieuten- 
ant Hudgin)  that  two  gunboats  were  descried  in  York  Biver  slowly 
approaching  West  Point.  I  immediately  telegraphed  this  feet  to  Gen- 
eral Elzey,  and  then,  after  sending  an  order  to  Gaptain  Haynes  (sta- 
tioned at  Canton,  in  King  William  County,  near  Mattapony  Biver,  with 
a  company  of  cavalry)  to  scout  the  Mattapony  Biver  down  to  its  mouth, 
with  a  view  to  watch  out  for  and  prevent,  as  far  as  possible,  any  at- 
tempted landing  of  the  enemy  above  us  on  that  river,  or  any  raid  of 
gunboats,  1  proceeded  directly  to  Taylor's  Quarter.  This  was  the  seene 
of  the  little  action  which  I  shall  relate  to  you.  The  two  gunboats  re- 
ferred to  were  steam  propellers,  one  of  large  size,  the  other  of  dimen- 
sions not  so  great  but  respectable,  and  both  conveying  troops.  The 
&ct  that  they  bore  troops  is  distinctly  vouched  for  by  citizens  at  West 
Point,  who  were  not  only  close  enough  to  both  to  see  with  ease  what 
was  on  board  of  them  but  were  not  so  flur  removed  from  the  smaller  of 
the  two  as  that  they  could  not  hear  voices  on  it.  The  larger  of  the  gun- 
boats lay  off  abreast  the  point  and  near  the  opposite  ^ore,  on  which 
is  the  ^*  brick  house."  Tbe  smaller  one  passed  West  Point  up  into 
the  Pamnnkey  about  half  a  mile.  At  this  distance  she  was  opened  upon 
by  our  artillery,  which  consisted  of  two  small  guns  (of  the  Blakely  pat- 
tern) with  round  shot.  The  first  shot  was  ineffectual,  but  the  second 
and  third,  following  in  quick  succession,  went  tearing  and  crashing 
right  through  her.  It  is  nupposed  Uiat  she  was  struck  twice  afterward, 
but  certain  it  is  that  after  an  action  of  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour 
she  retired,  evidently  with  the  greatest  difficulty  and  very  badly  dam- 
aged. As  she  repassed  West  Point  groans  and  screams  of  the  most 
heartrending  description,  heard  with  the  utmost  distinctnesf  at  the 
Point,  told  not  only  of  damage  done  to  vessel  but  that  her  crew  had  ex- 
perienced the  effect  of  the  iron  haiL  When  this  gunboat  rejoined  her 
consort  they  both  steamed  down  York  Biver  and  have  not  been  heard 
of  since.  Next  day  at  as  early  an  hour  as  possible  General  Elzey  was 
informed  of  what  had  been  done.  CoL  [B.  T.  W.l  Duke  was  informed 
of  it  with  equal  promptness  by  his  pickets  (Capt.  [J.  C]  Hill's  company) 
at  Eltham,  who  were  witnesses  of  the  whole  transaction.  I  shall  leave 
you  to  judge,  sir,  what  was  the  destination  of  the  troops  on  board  of 
these  vessels,  but  to  enable  you  to  form  as  correct  a  judgment  as  possi- 
ble permit  me  to  state  that  I  am  now  firmly  convinced  that  the  only  ob- 
ject of  the  small  gunboat  in  entering  the  Pamunkey  Biver  was  the  cap- 
ture of  a  large  schooner  which  was  pushing  its  way  down  the  river  and 
was  near  Eltham.  The  larger  one,  too,  went  toward  the  Brick  House 
Landing  and  lay  near  it.   Can  these  troops  have  been  destined  to  flank 
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yoaf  If  my  command,  while  performing  the  special  seivice  assigned 
to  it,  has  been  indeed  instrumental  in  protecting  yonr  lear,  yon  need 
scarcely  my  assurance  that  no  one  is  more  grateM  for  it  than  yonr 
obedient  servant, 

PEYTON  WISE, 
Major  ^  Commanding^  4bc 

Brig.  Gen.  Heitrt  A.  Wise,  Oommandmg^  dse. 


AFBIL  27, 1868.— Expedition  fhm  Torktown  beyond  Hiokory  Forks,  Va. 

BxUract  from  ^^ Record  of  Eveni4t^  of  Seventh  Army  Oorpa.^ 

April 27. — ^LientenantColonel  Tevis,  Foortli  Delaware  Volunteers, 
with  a  detachment  from  his  regiment  and  a  detachment  from  the  Sec- 
ond Massachusetts  Gavalry,  went  some  distance  above  Hickory  Forks, 
destroyed  a  large  amount  of  stores  of  the  rebel  army,  consisting  of  grain, 
cotton,  bacon,  flour,  salt,  coffee,  sulphur,  powder,  flints,  percussion-caps, 
and  quinine :  also  collected  and  drove  within  the  lines  57  head  of  horned 
catUe,  260  sheep,  and  8  horses  and  mules. 


AFBIL  87-lCAT  1, 1868.— Expedition  from  Hew  Berne  toward  Kinston, 
H.  C,  and  skirmiih  (88th)  at  Wise's  Croit-Boads. 


No.  1. — ^Brig.  Gen.  lunis  N.  Palmer,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  Expedition. 
No.  2.~<yoL  Geoige  H.  Peinon,  Fifth  Massachnaetts  In&ntry. 
No.  3. — ^Lient.  Col.  Luke  Lywan,  Twenty-aeventh  Maaaaohofletto  Infantry. 
No.  4. — Col.  Charlea  L.  Holbiook,  Forty-third  Maaaaohoaetta  Infantry. 
No.  5.— CoL  Charlea  B.  Codman,  Forty-flfth  Maaaaohnaetta  In&ntry. 
No.  6.— CoL  J.  Bichter  Jonea,  Fifty-eiglith  Pennsylvania  Infiantry. 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Brig,  Oen.  Inm$  JT.  Palmer^  27.  8,  Army^  oom$nanding  Expe- 
dition, 

Hdqbs.  FmsT  DivisiGN,  Eighteenth  Abmy  Cgbps, 
Core  Creeky  Dover  Road  Crossing^  N.  C,  April  28, 1863—9  p.  m. 

OcLONEL :  About  midday  to-day  the  weather  cleared  up  a  little  and 
a  demonstration  was  made,  having  for  its  object  principally  the  capture 
of  any  of  the  enemy  who  might  be  on  Sandy  Bidge.  Colonel  Amory, 
with  two  regiments  (the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-^h),  was  ordered  to 
march  up  the  railroad  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  point  where  the  rail- 
wad  and  Dover  road  cross.  Colonel  Jones,  with  his  own  regiment  (the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania)  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  was 
ord^^ed  up  the  Dover  road.    The  arrangement  was  that  the  two  columns 

*  From  Betom  for  month  of  April,  1863. 
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should  meet  at  the  jnnction  mentioiied.  I  recollected  what  General 
Foster  had  told  ine  about  makini^  the  demoustration  with  infantry,  and 
also  about  pvin^  Colonel  Jones  a  command.  All  the  other  forces  were 
held  in  readiness  to  move  in  any  direction.  Nothing  was  found  on  the 
ridge,  the  intrenchments  nearest  Core  Creek  having  been  abandoned. 
The  forces  arrived  at  the  junction  nearly  at  the  same  time  and  there 
found  intrench  men  ts  with  a  force  to  defend  them.  A  sharp  skirmish 
took  place,  when  the  enemy  were  driven  out,  leaving  2  men  dead  and  1 
wounded.  They  retired  up  the  railroad  in  the  direction  of  Kinston. 
Their  line  of  retreat  they  had  taken  care  to  keep  open  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  get  behind  them. 

The  wounded  man  found  in  the  enemy's  works  is  with  Colonel  Jones' 
command,  which  has  not  yet  arrived  in  camp.  I  wiU  get  all  the  infor- 
mation 1  can  from  him  as  soon  as  he  arrives  here  and  communicate 
further  with  you  to-morrow. 

Our  loss  is  1  man  killed  and  6  wounded. 

This  skirmish  took  plaice  some  10  miles  this  side  of  Kinston.  The 
only  information  I  have  been  able  to  obtain  thus  far  in  regard  to  the 
enemy's  position,  &c.,  at  Kinston  is  from  a  negro,  who  says,  ''They  have 
plenty  men,  plenty  guns,  plenty  forts." 

We  have  provisions  enough  for  to-morrow.  If  more  provisions  aie 
sent  some  wagons  should  be  sent  to  transport  them,  for  the  roads  aie 
very  bad  between  here  and  the  railroad.  I  have  had  them  repaired  as 
far  as  possible  to-day. 

Very  respectliilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier- Generdly 

Lieut.  Col.  SOUTHABD  HOFFKAN, 

Assistant  A^jutant-Oeneralj  MgktemUh  Army  Corps. 


Hdqbs.  First  Diyision,  Eighteknth  Abmy  Corps, 
Care  Creek  Railroad  Crossing^  April  29, 1863. 

Colonel  :  The  rebel  works  carried  yesterday  are  8  miles  from  Kin- 
ston. They  command  the  railroad  and  the  Dover  road.  They  were 
erected  last  week  and  have  four  embrasures.  General  Bansom,  with  his 
brigade  (six  regiments),  is  2  to  4  miles  nearer  Kinston.  General  HUl 
has  another  division  in  that  vicinity,  at  different  points,  where  there 
are  other  defenses.  I  cannot  tell  the  condition  of  the  bridge  at  Kinston; 
the  wagon-road  bridge  is  good.  I  think  we  have  impressed  them  with 
the  belief  at  ELiuston  that  the  whole  Union  force  in  this  vicinity  is  to  be 
hurled  on  them.  I  sei^d  down  2  wounded  men  and  2  dead  (one  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  and  one  of  the  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts) : 
both  the  wounded  arc  of  the  Forty-fifth.  One  Confederate  wounded 
also  goes  down.  It  was  a  hard  day's  work  yesterday.  The  oommand» 
returned  at  midnight.  The  roads  are  dreadful. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

I.  N.  PALMEB, 
Brigadier-GenerdL 
Lieut.  Col.  SouTHABD  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant-General^  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 

P.  8. — Yours  )f  G  a.  m.  to-day  received.    The  position  of  the  forces 
tfonnd  Kinston  are  undoubtedly  as  I  have  given  above. 
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HDQBS.  FiBST  DiTIBIONy  EiaHTEBNTH  ABMY  GOBPS, 

New  Bemcy  N.  0.y  May  2, 1863. 

CoLONBL :  In  accordance  with  instractions  from  department  head- 
quarters of  April  26, 1863,  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  instant  1  embarked 
my  division  npon  the  cars,  and  at  3  p.  m.  all  the  command  were  at  Batch- 
elder's  Creek.  The  First  Brigade,  Colonel  Amory  commanding,  was 
sent  forward  on  the  railroad  to  Core  Creek.  In  accordance  with  my 
orders  he  took  possession  of  the  bridge  at  that  point  and  sent  a  force 
immediately  across  the  creek  to  the  switch  but  foond  nothing.  His 
command  bivooacked  on  the  railroad  immediately  behind  the  creek, 
while  the  remainder  of  the  command,  consisting  of  the  brigade  of  Colonel 
Lee,  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Yolnnteers,  Colonel  Jones,  one  sec- 
tion of  Biggs'  battery,  and  a  company  of  the  Third  ISew  York  Cavaliy, 
moved  up  a  cross-road  to  the  Neuse  road,  and  from  thence  to  the  Dover- 
road  Grossing  of  Core  Creek,  behind  which  we  encamped.  Thus  was 
the  command  posted  on  two  different  roads,  some  2^  miles  apart,  with 
a  good  cross-road  connecting. 

Immediately  after  my  arrival  at  the  Dover-road  Crossing  I  sent  a  force 
across  the  creek  and  beyond  to  feel  the  enemy's  pickets,  but  the  party 
found  nothing. 

At  midnight  it  commenced  to  rain  verv  heavily  and  continued  until 
noon  of  Tuesday,  the  28th  instant.  At  the  conclusion  of  the  storm  the 
whole  country  seemed  flooded — the  roads  in  a  horrible  condition;  still 
I  determined  to  make  a  movement  on  Sandy  Bidge  so  that  the  enemy 
might  at  least  be  kept  on  the  alert,  even  if  we  effected  no  captures  or 
fought  no  fight.  I  felt  confident,  however,  that  we  should  find  some  of 
the  enemy's  troops  at  the  crossing  of  the  Dover  road  with  the  raUroad. 
and  perhaps  some  few  in  the  intrenchments  at  the  easterly  portion  oi 
Sandy  Bidge.    I  therefore  ordered  the  following  movements : 

Colonel  Amory,  with  two  regiments  (the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts 
Volunteers  and  tiie  Forty -fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia),  was 
ordered  to  march  up  the  railroad  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the  point 
where  the  railroad  and  Dover  road  cross.  I  will  here  say  that  Colonel 
A.mory,  who  has  been  ill  for  some  time,  was  not  able  to  go  witli  the 
brigade,  inasmuch  as  it  was  Impossible  to  march  horses  on  the  railroad. 
He  therefore  returned  to  the  bivouac,  leaving  Colonel  Codman,  of  the 
Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  in  command. 

Colonel  Jones,  with  his  own  regiment  (the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania) 
and  the  Twenty -seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Lyman,  one  company  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Mi- 
litia, and  two  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  Cavalry  was  ordered 
forward  on  the  Dover  road,  the  understanding  being  that  the  two  col- 
umns should  join  hands  at  the  above-mentioned  crossing.  In  accord- 
ance with  orders  from  the  commanding  general  the  artillery  was  not 
taken  beyond  Core  Creek.  All  the  other  troops  were  held  in  readiness 
to  move  in  any  direction.  Colonel  Jones  moved  cautiously,  and  finding 
the  intrenchments  on  Sandy  Bidge  abandoned  he  pushed  on  with  his 
column  beyond  the  ridge,  seeing  nothing  of  the  enemy  until  the  head 
of  the  column  arrived  within  100  yards  of  the  crossing,  when  he  was 
suddenly  saluted  with  a  volley  of  musketry  from  the  opposite  side  of 
the  railroad.  Supposing  that  there  was  a  chance  the  party  might  be  a 
portion  of  Colonel  Amory's  column  he  took  measures  to  discover  the 
truth,  and  found  tht)  enemy  posted  in  rifle-pits,  several  hundred  feet  in 
length,  and  entirely  concealed  in  the  thick  brush.  Some  75  yards  in 
rear  was  found  another  line  of  heavy  earthworks  of  some  500  or  fiOO 


346  HOBTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  E.  VIBOINIA.  (Ohap.  xxx. 

feet  front,  wit.b  an  embrasure  looking  down  the  Dover  road,  bnt  witbont 
a  gun.  Both  these  lines  were  parallel  to  the  railroad  and  strongly  pro- 
tected on  the  flanks  by  marsh  and  thick  anderbrush,  which  was  Utkon 
advantage  of  by  the  enemy's  sharpshooters. 

Colonel  Jones  immediately  opened  fire  npon  the  enemy's  works,  gnul- 
ually  advancing,  and  was  making  preparations  to  tarn  both  flanks  of  the 
position  at  the  same  moment,  when  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  from  down 
the  raikoad  from  the  colnmn  of  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  under  Colonel 
Codman.  Aiter  delivering  one  volley  two  companies  dashed  down  the 
track  with  fixed  bayonets  and  took  possession  of  the  work«  This  de- 
cided the  afiEair,  the  enemy  retiring  In  disorder  op  the  railroad  toward 
Kinston,  leaving  4  killed  and  2  woonded  (I  mortally)  on  the  ground. 
One  of  the  wounded  was  brought  in« 

The  force  of  the  enemy  Is  variously  estimated ;  probably  about  300 
men.  He  had  no  artillery.  It  was  impossible  to  get  in  the  rear  and 
capture  this  force,  for  they  had  taken  care  to  keep  the  line  of  retreat 
pe^ecUy  clear.  After  destroying  the  enemy's  camp,  both  columns  re- 
turned to  their  respective  camps. 

The  following  day  (the  29th  instant)  I  directed  that  one  regiment  of 
Colonel  Amor^s  brig^e  be  sent  up  the  railroad  beyond  Core  Creek  to 
support  a  fatigue  party,  which  was  to  make  a  show  of  repairing  the  rail- 
road. The  Forty -third  Massachusetts  was  sent  upon  this  du^,  and  on 
this  and  the  day  following  succeeded  in  putting  the  road  in  good  con- 
dition for  a  distance  of  2^  miles  beyond  the  creek. 

During  the  day  of  the  29th  two  cavalrymen,  with  some  of  the  inflBuitry 
and  artillery,  went  out  a  short  distance  from  camp,  when  they  were  at- 
tacked by  a  party  of  guerrillas.  The  two  cavalrymen  were  killed.  They 
had  permission  from  their  commanding  officer  to  leave  camp.  The  other 
men,  I  have  no  doubt,  were  on  a  pillaging  expedition,  and  I  am  rather 
sorry  that  they  were  not  the  sufferers.  Cavidry  and  inrantry  were  imme- 
diately sent  in  pursuit  They  brought  in  several  j^risouers,  evidently 
citizens.  A  careful  examination  of  these  men  convinced  me  that  they 
could  not  be  the  perpetrators  of  the  deed.  I  therefore  released  them, 
with  the  admonition  that  if  anything  of  the  kind  again  occurred  in  their 
neighborhood  they  would  be  held  responsible. 

On  the  30th  a  general  move  was  made  on  different  roads  in  such  a 
way  as  to  create  the  impression  that  all  the  roads  leading  to  Kinston 
were  filled  with  troops  advancing  on  that  place,  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  the  enemy  at  Kinston  believed  it.  The  column  on  the  railroad 
worked  at  the  repairs  with  a  will,  while  the  occasional  whistle  of  the 
cars  undoubtedly  conveyed  the  idea  that  troops  were  coming  up  from 
New  Berne.  Colonel  Lee,  with  a  portion  of  the  Twenty-seventh  and 
Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Begiments,  was  sent  to  reconnoiter  the  road 
leading  from  a  point  a  mile  or  two  across  Core  Creek  (Dover- road  Cross- 
ing) to  the  Neuse  road,  while  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  cavalry  only, 
moved  by  still  another  path  to  strike  the  Neuse  road  higher  up.  The 
Fifth  Massachusetts.  Colonel  Peirson,  of  the  Second  Brigade,  moved 
down  the  Dover  road  toward  the  point  at  which  the  skirmish  took  place 
on  the  28th  instant  Colonel  Lee  went  through  to  the  Keuse  road,  a 
distance  of  about  6  miles,  and  returned,  finding  nothing  but  the  traces 
of  a  small  party  which  nad  been  in  the  neighborho(^  a  day  or  two 
before.  Colonel  Jones,  with  the  cavalry,  mov^  to  a  cross-road  in  front 
of  the  one  followed  by  Colonel  Lee  and  struck  the  Neuse  road  at  Bid- 
die's,  a  point  some  6  miles  from  Core  Creek.  Here  he  expected  to  find 
a  picket,  which  be  hoped  to  capture,  bnt  on  arriving  he  found  they  had 
fallen  back.    He  then  pushed  on  toward  Moeeley's  Creek.   The  inhabit- 
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uits  informed  him  that  a  brigade  of  infantry,  with  artilleiy,  wanBtroii^i^ly 
intrenched  at  Moseh^y's  Creek,  bnt  on  arriving  at  that  point  he  found 
the  whole  force  had  retired  toward  Kinston  on  hearing  of  the  skirmish 
of  Taesday. 

The  position  at  Moseley's  Greek  Colonel  Jones  reports  to  be  qnite 
strong.  The  creek  here  has  two  branches,  behind  each  of  which  the 
rebels  had  thrown  ap  earthworks.  The  lirst  line  is  some  400  feet  long, 
with  one  embrasure  looking  down  the  road.  The  front  is  broken  into 
bastions  and  a  rifle-pit  is  placed  in  the  rear.  The  second  work  has  two 
embrasures,  more  extensive  than  the  other,  flanking  arrangements, 
broader  and  deeper  water  in  front,  and  is  altogether  a  formidable 
afl&ur.  The  camps  in  rear  of  these  works  Colonel  Jones  burned  and 
destroyed. 

From  the  information  procured  by  Colonel  Jones  I  have  no  doubt  the 
enemy  drew  in  all  their  forces  on  all  the  roads  leading  to  Kinston  sifber 
the  advance  and  skirmish  by  the  two  columns  on  the  28th  instant. 

Colonel  Peirson,  with  his  command,  made  a  successfbl  reconnaissance 
down  the  Dover  road,  resulting  in  some  useful  information  in  regard  to 
the  character  of  the  country  and  road,  location  of  cross-roads,  houses, 
&C.,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  sketch.  On  arriving  within 
about  I^  miles  of  the  intrenchments  on  the  railroad  Colonel  Peirson 
drove  in  the  enemy's  pickets  and  reconnoitered  their  position,  which  he 
reports  was  ooonpied  by  a  strong  force ;  what  number  it  was  impossible 
for  him  to  discover. 

On  receipt  of  Special  Orders,  No.  125,  from  Headquarters  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps,  on  Uie  1st  instant,  I  immediately  returned  to  New  Berne 
with  my  division,  by  railroad,  sending  Colonel  Jones,  with  his  regiment 
and  the  cavalry,  around  by  the  Neuse  road  and  Batchelder's  Creek. 

The  whole  command  behaved  very  well.  The  commanding  officers  of 
regiments,  &c.,  showed  themselves  energetic  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties.  To  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  I  am  in- 
debted for  much  valuable  information  regarding  the  country,  its  inhab- 
itants, &0.  Energetic,  untiring,  and  zealous,  he  has  shown  himself  the 
man  for  bis  place  as  commandant  of  the  outposts  in  front  of  New  Berne. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  colonel,  very  respectfrdly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-  ChneroL 

lieat.  Col.  Southasd  Hoffman, 

AMiiUuU  A^lfuUmt-  Oenerdly  Eighteenth  Army  (hrp$. 


No.  2. 

Report  of  OoL  Oeorge  JET.  Peireauj  Fifth  Masaaohuaetts  Infantry. 

Hdqbs.  Fifth  Begt.  Massachusetts  Vol.  Militia, 
Fort  Peirson^  New  Beme^  N.  C,  May  3,  1863. 

Sm :  In  obedience  to  orders  received,  dated  Core  Creek,  April  30, 1 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report  of  the  reconnaissance  made  by 
me  on  that  day : 

We  left  camp  about  9  a.  m.  and  moved  on  the  Dover  road,  taking 
notes  and  gaining,  as  far  as  possible,  information  concerning  that  road, 
the  cross-roads  on  either  side,  as  well  as  the  nature  of  the  country.  We 
met  with  no  opposition  until  we  arrived  within  1^  miles  of  the  enemy's 
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position,  at  what  is  called  Wise's  Gross-Boads.  We  were  there  fired  apon 
by  seven  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  were  driven  into  the  woods.  We 
then  advanced  caatioasly,  skirmishing  with  the  different  pickets  on  the 
road,  until  we  arrived  near  to  the  enemy's  works,  which  command  the 
railroad  and  the  Dover  road,  about  10  nules  from  oar  camp.  After  re- 
connoitering  about  one  and  a  half  hours  and  drawing  their  fire  I  found 
the  enemy  in  strong  force.  I  then  retired,  agreeably  to  my  instructions. 
Accompanying  this  rei>ort  I  send  a  sketch  of  the  roads,  &c.,  through 
which  I  passed,  which  I  hope  will  prove  satisfiEu^tory  to  you. 
Bespeotfiilly,  yours, 

GEORGE  H.  PEIB80N. 
Oohmelj  C<mdg.  Fifth  Begt.  Ma8saAu9ett8  Volunteer  MtUHa. 

Oapt.  J.  A.  JUDSON, 

AssU  Adit.  Oen.^  First  Divisiony  MghteeiUh  Army  Ocrpe. 

p.  s. — I  omitted  to  state  that  on  my  approaching  the  enemy's  works 
he  fired  several  buildings  sitnated  just  in  front  of  him,  probably  to  pre- 
vent my  taking  shelter  behind  them. 


No.  3. 
E&part  ofLimL  Col.  Luke  Lyman^  Twenty-Hieewth  MaeeackMeette  htfamtry. 

Hbqrs.  Twenty-seventh  Rbot.  Mass.  Vols., 
Oamp  Potter,  New  BemCj  y.  0.,  May  2, 1863. 

Dear  Sir:  I  have  to  report  the  part  taken  by  this  regiment  in  the 
battle  at  Wise's  Croas-Boads  on  Tuesday,  April  28: 

At  12  m.  of  that  day  I  received  orders  to  report  with  my  re^ment 
to  Colonel  Jones,  of  the  Fifty-eighth  Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volun* 
teers,  which  I  did  immediately.  We  moved  about  1  o'clock,  the  Fifty- 
eighth  Regiment  leading  the  column.  When  about  2  miles  out  Com- 
panies D  and  E  were  thrown  forward  as  skirmishers  on  the  left  of  the 
road  and  two  companies  of  the  Fifby-eighth  Regiment  on  the  right.  No 
obstructions  were  met  with  except  the  enemy's  pickets,  who  retreated 
upon  our  approach,  until  reaching  the  cross-roads.  Here  the  skirmish- 
ers found  about  one  regiment  of  the  enemy  behind  earthworks.  They 
engaged  them  promptly,  and  in  less  than  one  hour's  fighting,  averaging 
20  to  25  rounds  to  a  man,  charged  their  works  and  drove  them  out. 
Company  D  being  the  first  to  mount  the  parapet,  receiving  a  volley  as 
they  did  so  from  the  retreating  enemy  who  had  covered  themselves 
behind  a  second  line  of  earthworks  but  left  them  immediately  after 
delivering  a  volley.  The  remaining  companies  of  the  regiment  were 
not  brought  into  action. 

Our  casualties  were  small,  only  2  being  wounded,  and  they  slightly; 
none  killed. 

I  was  not  in  a  position  to  witness  the  action  and  therefore  cannot 
speak  personally  of  the  behavior  of  the  companies  engaged,  but  I  am 
pleased  to  place  on  record  in  this  form  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Jones, 
who  was  in  front  and  in  direct  command.  He  volunteered  to  say  to 
me  on  our  return  that  these  companies  behaved  nobly. 

Respectftdly  submitted. 

LUKE  LYMAK, 
Lieutenant'Oolonelj  Commanding  Begiment, 

C6L  Horace  C.  Lee. 

Oomdg.  Second  Brig.^  First  Div.^  Eighteenth  Army  Corps. 
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No.  i. 
Report  0/  Ool  OharUt  L.  HoJhrook^  Farty-ikird  AfoModhiMtti  Iftfantrif. 

HDQBS.  FOBTY-THIBD  MASSAOHUSETTB  YOLT7NTBBB8) 

Oamp  Sogers,  N.  O.j  May  2, 1863. 

GoLonsL :  In  aooordance  with  orders  received  Wednesday  evening, 
29th  oltimOy  this  regiment  left  the  camp  of  the  brigade  on  Thursday 
morning  at  6  o'clock  and  marched  about  5  miles  on  the  railroad  toward 
Einstou,  halting  near  where  the  pioneer  corps  was  engaged  in  repair- 
ing the  road.  The  regiment  bivouacked  in  the  woods,  and  returned  to 
the  camp  of  the  brigade  yesterday  morning,  and  at  1  p.  m.  embarked 
on  the  train  and  returned  to  New  Berne. 

On  Thursday  scouting  parties  were  sent  out  in  different  directions 
and  pickets  posted,  and  nothing  of  imi>ortance  transpired  after  leaving 
the  camp  of  the  brigade.  At  the  suggestion  of  General  Palmer  large 
fires  were  buUt  in  the  woods  in  and  about  our  camp  on  Thursday  night. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

OHAS.  L.  HOLBBOOE, 
CoHonet  Forty-third  Ma$$a4)hu8etti  VoUmteer$. 

OoL  T.  J.  O.  Amobt, 

Oowimomdimg  Brtgado. 


Ko.  8. 

Report  of  OoL  OhorUe  B.  Oodmam^  Forty-jytk  Mauaekueotte  Iftfamtry. 

Hdqbs.  Fobty-fifth  Mabsaohusetts  Vol.  Militia, 
Camp  Maesaohutettej  near  New  Beme^  K  0.,  May  1, 18d3. 

laxuTEJSAST :  In  compliance  with  orders  from  brigade  headquarters 
I  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  of  the  part  taken  by  the  troops 
under  my  command  on  the  expedition  up  the  railroad  on  April  28 : 

Chi  the  evening  of  April  27,  the  brif^e  being  then  at  Core  Creek, 
on  the  railroad,  I  received  orders  ih>m  Colonel  Amory,  commanding  the 
Mgade,  to  send  two  companies  of  this  regiment,  under  a  field  officer,  to 
pnMeed  up  the  railroad  the  next  morning  early  and  endeavor  to  ascer- 
tain the  strength  of  the  enemy,  with  orders,  however,  not  to  drive  in  the 
enemy's  pickets  or  to  engage  in  any  action. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  28th  the  companies  of  Captains  Minot 
and  Tappan  were  plaora  under  the  orders  of  Major  Sturgis,  and  that 
officer  was  directed  to  carry  out  the  above  instructions.  The  companies 
left  camp  before  7  o'clock  and  proceeded  upon  their  destination.  At 
the  same  time,  in  compliance  with  orders  firom  Colonel  Amory,  Captain 
Bumstead's  company  was  directed  to  proceed  to  the  cross-roads  leading 
to  the  Dover  road,  with  instructions  to  explore  that  road  and  to  commu- 
nicate with  Brigadier-Oeneral  Palmer,  whose  column  was  on  the  Dover 
road. 

At  about  12  o'clock  I  received  orders  ftom  Colonel  Amory  to  proceed 
with  the  rest  of  the  regiment  and  the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Vol- 
onteers  (Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows  commanding)  up  the  railn^  to 
overtake  M%jor  Sturgis,  and  to  push  on  to  the  cross-roads  nearest  to  the 
Junction  of  tiie  Dover  road  with  the  raUroad,  with  discretionary  orders 
to  proceed  to  the  junction.    I  was  instructed  to  intercept  any  parties 
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of  the  enemy  that  might  be  driven  down  this  oroes-ioad  by  Qeneral 
Palmer's  colamn. 

The  troops  immediately  started  npon  the  expedition,  and  upon  reach- 
ing  the  cross-roads  I  found  M^jor  Storgis  who  rei>orted  the  enemy  in 
some  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  junction.  That  officer  had  carried 
out  his  instructions  wit  h  the  most  scrupulous  fidelity,  having  carefully 
concealed  his  force  from  the  enemy,  so  as  to  give  them  no  warning  of 
our  approach,  and  thus  preventing  them  from  receiving  re-enforcements, 
the  p]'e^ence  of  which  at  a  Liter  period  of  the  day  might  have  been  em- 
barrassing. As  his  men  were  much  exhausted  I  directed  him  to  leave 
one  company  at  the  i)oint  at  which  I  overtook  him  and  to  order  the 
others  to  follow  the  column  slowly.  The  column  then  proceeded,  driv- 
ing in  the  enemy's  vedettes  and  pickets.  This  duty  was  performed  by 
Company  B,  Forty-fifth  Regiment,  Ga]:)tain  Churchill,  the  pickets  being 
uniformly  posted  behind  log  barricades  and  uniformly  driven  out  by 
flanking  parties  from  Company  B. 

Upon  arriving  at  the  crossroads  and  learning  that  General  Palmer's 
column,  under  Colonel  Jones,  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers, 
was  pushing  up  the  Dover  road,  I  determined  to  proceed  to  the  Junc- 
tion. Company  F,  Captain  Daland,  was  ordered  to  relieve  Company  B, 
in  the  advance,  and  the  column  then  pushed  forward,  one  company  of 
the  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers  being  left  at  the  cross-roads. 
As  we  approached  the  junction  Lieutenant-Colonel  Pcabody,  in  charge 
of  the  advance,  sent  me  word  that  there  was  an  earthwork  across  the 
railroad.  I  immediately  ordered  a  halt  and  determined  to  make  no  at- 
tack until  Colonel  Jones  arrived,  not  knowing  what  might  be  the  wish 
of  the  brigadier-general  commanding.  The  breastwork  had  no  ditch 
in  front,  and  I  inferred  that  the  enemy  had  no  artillery,  as  they  might 
have  used  it  with  efifect  before  this  time  if  they  had  had  any  in  position. 
In  a  few  moments  the  enemy  fired  a  volley  from  the  breastwork  upon  the 
advance  of  Colonel  Jones,  which  was  immediately  returned,  and  I  then 
made  dispositions  for  an  attack.  The  breastwork  was  thrown  up  across 
the  track  and  extended  some  distance  to  our  left.  It  also  ran  along  the 
track,  crossing  the  Dover  road.  I  immediately  ordered  Captain  Daland 
to  open  fire  with  bis  company,  stationed  on  the  railroad  and  deployed 
as  skirmishers  on  the  right  and  left,  which  was  done  very  vigorously. 
I  then  deployed  the  companies  of  Captains  Wales  and  Qomans  of  the 
Forty-fifth,  and  subsequently  two  companies  of  the  Seventeenth,  as  skir- 
mishers on  the  left  of  the  railroad,  with  orders  to  advance,  firing.  The 
firing  of  these  companies  was  rapid  and  energetic,  and  that  of  the 
enemy,  which  was  sharp  for  a  time,  soon  slackened. 

A  favorable  opportunity  was  then  presented  for  a  charge,  and  as 
night  was  approacihing  it  was  necessary  to  decide  the  affair  at  once. 
Company  A,  Captain  Denny,  of  the  Forty-fif ih,  having  the  colors  of  the 
regiment,  had  been  held  in  reserve,  and  was  now  ordered  to  fix  bayonets 
and  prepare  to  advance.  It  came  up  gallantly  along  the  railroad  in 
column  of  platoons,  supported  by  a  company  of  the  Seventeenth,  anci 
as  it  approached  the  work  the  first  platoon  fired  a  volley,  and  then, 
stooping  down,  the  second  fired  over  the  heads  of  the  first.  The  com- 
pany then  rushed  forwai-d  with  the  bayonet,  the  whole  line  of  skir- 
mishers charging  at  the  same  time,  and  the  colors  of  the  regiment  were 
planted  upon  the  work,  the  enemy  giving  way.  I  then  communicated 
with  Colonel  Jones,  and  in  accordance  with  orders  t^e  whole  command 
marched  back  to  camp. 

In  this  affair  the  troops  under  my  command  sustained  a  loss  of  1  man 
killed,  Private  H.  M.  Pntney,  of  Company  F,  Forty-flfih  MaosaohnsettB 
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(shot  through  the  head),  and  2  wounded  aerionBly,  Ck>rpl.  6.  0.  Bioh- 
ardSy  Company  E  (in  the  thigh),  and  Private  J.  F.  Amea,  Oompany  K, 
Foiiy-fifth  Maeteacnasetts  Volonteer  Militia  (in  the  cheek).  One  man, 
Oorpl.  [William  D.]  Leatherby,  Company  K,  of  the  Forty-fifth,  received 
a  alight  woond  in  the  thigh,  and  Captain  Murdoch,  also  of  the  Forty- 
fifth,  acting  on  the  staff  of  Colonel  Amory,  received  a  contusion  from  a 
glancing  ball.  Four  of  the  enemy's  dead  were  found  behind  the  breast- 
work.   The  number  of  his  wounded  cannot  of  course  be  ascertained. 

The  conduct  of  the  troops  throughout  this  affiair  was  perfectly  good. 
Where  all  behaved  well  it  would  be  invidious  to  particularize.  I  will 
only  say  that  I  am  much  indebted  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Fellows,  com- 
manding the  Seventeenth Massachusettii  Volunteers*  forjudiciousadvice 
and  heiffty  support 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servaui, 

CHABLEiS  B.  CODMAN, 
OoUmel  Fori^'fiifth  ManaokmetU  Volunteer  MUiiia. 

lieutenant  Pabkinson, 

A.  A.  A.  Q.y  Firet  Brig.j  First  Dtv.,  Eighteenth  Army  Oarpe. 


No.  6. 

Seporte  of  OoU  J.  Biehter  Jonetj  Fifty-eighth  Pemuylvamialftfan^. 

Hdqbs.  Fifty-bighth  Begt.  Pennsylvania  Yolb., 

Camp  at  Batchelder^s  Oreehj  y.  C,  May  1, 1863. 

Sm:  In  reference  to  the  forward  movement  ordered  on  Tuesday, 
April  28,  with  a  view  to  strike  any  force  of  the  enemy  on  Sandy  Bidge 
and  vicinity  on  the  Dover  road,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I 
marched  at  the  time  designated  by  yon,  with  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania Volunteers,  the  Twenty -seventh  Massachusetts  Volnnteers,  one 
company  of  the  Forty-fourth  Massachusetts,  and  two  companies  of  the 
Third  New  York  Cavalry.  Expecting  to  find,  as  on  all  previous  occa- 
sions, an  enemy  on  Sandy  Bidge,  I  moved  cautionsly,  a  line  of  skirmish- 
ers in  the  advance,  composed  of  one  company  of  the  Fifty-eighth  and 
one  company  of  the  Twenty -seventh,  supported  by  two  other  companies 
of  the  same  regiment,  the  cavalry  300  yards  in  rear  of  the  first  line,  the 
main  column  400  yards  farther  to  the  rear. 

Finding  no  enemy  on  the  Bidge,  which  ends  about  5^  miles  from  Core 
Creek,  I  advanced  beyond,  on  the  road  through  the  poeoson.  That 
road  runs  principally  through  swamps,  with  an  occasioned  oasis  of  dry 
ground,  and,  being  chiefly  covered  with  water  or  very  wet  mud,  is  heavy 
and  dif^cult.  It  was  thus  late  before  we  emerged  on  the  drier  country 
toward  the  railroad  crossing.  When  approaching  that  point,  on  the 
supposition  that  the  column  which  yon  had  ordered  to  move  on  the 
railroad  some  two  hours  earlier  than  I  started  must  be  already  in  posi- 
tion at  the  crossing,  I  allowed  my  main  column  to  halt  and  rest,  and 
proceeded  with  my  advanced  line  and  the  cavalry.  When  less  than 
100  yards  from  the  crossing  a  sharp  fire,  converging  on  the  Dover  road, 
was  opened  from  beyond  the  railroad.  My  advanced  line  immediately 
took  cover  and  began  to  return  the  fire ;  but,  supposing  our  friends 
necessarily  at  the  crossing  and  that  it  must  be  them  firing  under  mis 
apprehension,  I  ordered  idl  whom  my  voice  could  reach  to  cease  firing, 
and  also  ordered  the  guidon  of  the  cavaliy  to  be  brought  forward  and 
waved,  so  as  to  manifest  our  true  character  beyond  mistake.    The  volley 
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with  which  the  gnidon  was  salated  manifeBted  cteaily  the  true  ehaiaetor 
of  the  fire  on  us,  and  I  immediately  deployed  my  two  reserve  oompaniea 
on  the  flanks  of  the  two  already  in  line;  sent  hastQy  for  my  main  col- 
nmn,  and  directed  Captain  Pond,  who  volunteered  to  aet  as  aide^  to 
ascertain  the  whereabouts  of  our  railroad  column;  at  the  same  tune 
I  endeavored  personally  to  detect  the  position  of  the  enemy  and  the 
character  of  his  defense.  Scarcely  a  man  was  visible,  but  his  fire  in 
front  came  from  beyond  the  railroad,  while  his  wings  were  advanced 
under  cover  of  woods  and  brush,  the  ground  in  his  fi^nt  being  entirely 
open  or  affordiug  very  imperfect  shelter.  As  soon  as  my  main  body 
approached  I  detached  three  companies  to  deploy  as  skirmishers  and 
move  by  a  flank  on  the  right  of  the  enemy's  line  of  Are  so  as  to  enfllade 
it,  and  then  to  sweep  at  right  angles  to  the  rear  and  along  his  line. 

Just  as  this  movement  commenced,  and  while  I  was  detaching  three 
other  companies  to  move  around  his  left,  a  brisk  fire  was  opened  firom  a 
direction  which  I  felt  sure  must  come  frx)m  our  railroad  Mends,  which 
Oaptain  Pond,  who  just  then  returned,  placed  beyond  doubt  They 
were  advancing  at  right  angles  with  the  enemy's  line,  who,  being  at  the 
same  time  prised  in  front  by  the  companies  of  the  Fifty-eighth  and 
Twenty-seventh,  soon  gave  way  and  retired  in  disorder.  The  true  char- 
acter of  the  enemy's  position  and  defenses  now  appeared.  We  found  sev- 
eral hundred  feet  of  rifle-pit  breastworks  on  the  rear  of  and  parallel  with 
the  railroad,  but  entirely  concealed  by  low  bushes  and  brush,  without 
flank  faces,  however,  though  fluiked  by  bushes  and  woods.  This  way 
a  kind  of  outwork,  about  75  yards  to  the  rear,  is  the  principal  defense, 
a  heavy  earthwork  of  500  or  600  feet  front  and  embrasure  looking  down 
the  Dover  road,  flank  flAces,  and  altogether  a  strong  fortification,  espe- 
cially as  a  swamp  on  the  right,  at  short  musket^  range  with  open 
ground  between,  renders  a  flank  movement  difficult.  Gonsidering  the 
character  of  the  enemy's  works  it  is  difficult  to  imagine  why  they  aban- 
doned them  on  so  feeble  a  defense,  especially  as  they  seemed  fhlly 
manned  with  additional  men  advanced  on  the  flanks  of  the  outer  line. 
It  is  equally  astonishing  that  our  loss  in  carrying  those  works  could  be 
so  small,  being  1  killed  and  1  wounded  of  the  companies  of  the  Pifl^- 
eighth  and  none  injured  of  the  Twenty-seventh ;  1  killed  and  3  wounded 
of  the  line  which  advanced  on  the  flank.  The  four  companies  in  fh>nt, 
however,  fought  deployed  as  skirmishers,  and  took  advantage  of  what- 
ever cover  the  ground  afibrded.  As  to  the  enemy's  loss,  4  were  reported 
to  me  as  dead  on  the  ground,  1  as  mortally  wounded— since  died,  I 
understand — and  1  wounded  was  brought  a  prisoner  with  us,  the  other 
wounded  having  been  carried  off  by  themselves. 

In  this  affair  the  men  behaved  remarkably  well.  Those  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth  and  Twenty  seventh  I  can  speak  of  on  personal  knowledge;  tiie 
others  on  information  1  received  on  the  ground. 

The  number  of  the  enemy  I  have  no  means  of  estimating,  except  from 
their  fire,  which  was  that  of  four  or  five  companies.  The  people  of  the 
neighborhood  said  there  was  a  regiment  there,  but  I  doubt  it.  They 
also  stated  that  there  was  a  brigade,  with  a  battery,  at  Wise^s  Forks,  2 
miles  in  the  rear,  which  may  be  true. 

Having  destroyed  the  enemy's  camp  aud  effected  the  object  of  the  ex- 
pedition, I  returned  leisurely  by  the  Dover  road  to  our  bivouac  behind 
Gore  Creek. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  RIOHTEB  JONES, 
Colonel  Fifty-eighth  Eegiment 

Oaptain  JuDSON,  Aesisiant  Adjutant- OeneraL 
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HbQBS.  FiFTY-BiaHTH  BBGT.  PBNNBTLYANLA.  YoLS., 

Camp  at  Bateheldef^i  Oreeky  N.  O.j  May  1, 1863. 

Sm :  In  reference  to  the  reoonnaisaance  ordered  by  General  Paliner 
yesterday  on  the  Neose  road  in  firont  of  Core  Greek  I  have  die  honor  to 
report: 

I  proceeded  with  Companies  —  and  6,  Third  New  York  Cavalry,  com- 
manded by  Captain  Pond,  in  the  aggregate  about  90  men,  toward  the 
Nease,  making  a  long  detour  in  oraer  to  get  into  the  rear  of  and  sur- 
prise the  cavflJry  picket  at  Biddle's,  about  6  miles  beyond  Core  Creek. 
The  picket  was  not  there,  having  been  withdrawn  on  Tuesday  evening 
on  the  news  of  the  fight  on  the  Dover  road.  Being  unsuccessful  in  this 
collateral  affoir.  I  moved  forward  on  the  Nense  road  toward  Moseley's 
Creek.  According  to  the  Information  obtained  at  Biddle's  tiiere  was  a 
brigade  of  infantry,  with  artillery,  at  Moseley's  Creek,  but  as  I  advanced 
the  number  reported  continually  decreased  untU,  about  a  mile  this  side, 
I  was  told  that  the  enemy  had  retired  entirely  after  Uie  fight  of  Tues- 
day. Advancing  cautiously,  with  part  of  the  cavalry  dismounted  and 
deployed  as  skirmishers,  J  verified  the  report  and  found  the  position 
abandoned.  The  position  at  Moseley's  Creek  is  naturally  strong,  there 
being  two  branches  of  the  creek,  about  50  yards  apart,  and  the  works 
which  I  found  there  are  two  lines  of  breastworks,  one  behind  each 
branch.  The  first  Ime,  about  400  feet  long,  is  in  part  a  heavy  earth- 
work with  an  embrasure,  covering  the  road,  but  principally  a  lighter 
work,  good  only  against  musketry,  but  with  a  deep  rifle-pit  in  the  rear; 
it  has  also  flanking  and  enfilading  fooes.  The  second  work  is  much 
heavier ;  has  two  embrasures ;  more  flanking  fire ;  broad  and  deeper 
water  in  ih>nt,  and  is  altogether  a  formidable  defense.  In  the  rear  of 
the  works  I  found  three  separate  camps,  which  I  burned  and  destroyed. 
]^m  the  information  I  received  it  seems  that  the  enemy  (a  brigade  of 
infantry  without  artillery)  retired  precipitately  on  Wednesday  evening. 
As  my  arrangements  to  return  the  same  day  did  not  allow  me  to  follow 
the  fugitives,  I  was  obliged  to  rest  satisfied  with  the  reiK>rtB  of  the  people 
in  the  neighborhood  that  there  were  no  regular  posts  of  the  enemy 
short  of  Kinston,  and  that  Kinston  itself  was  7  or  8  miles  distant. 
From  the  trepidation  everywhere  apparent  I  have  no  doubt  of  my  hav- 
ing been  able  to  advance  within  sight  of  that  place  without  opposition, 
and  I  would  have  done  so  if  other  circumstances  had  allowed.  On  my 
route  the  inhabitants  expressed  their  opinion  fireely  that  the  Southern 
troops  had  abandoned  them,  and  generally  they  asked  me  for  written 
protection. 

Having  accomplished  fiilly  the  object  of  the  reconnaissance  I  re- 
turned and  reached  the  bivouac,  behind  Core  Creek,  about  9  p.  m. 

The  cavalry  are  entitled  to  great  praise  for  this  arduous  march  of  36 
miles  through  a  country  supposed  to  be  filled  with  enemies  and  afford- 
ing continual  opportunities  for  ambuscade,  and  with  the  prospect  of 
ultimately  confronting  a  brigade.  They  did  their  duty  unflinchingly, 
and  the  admirable  arrangements  made  by  Captain  Pond  prevented  the 
scattered  guerrillas  whom  we  saw  occasionally  from  using  the  advan- 
tages of  the  swamps  and  thickets  against  us. 
Yery  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BICHTEB  JONBS, 
Colonel  Fifty-eighih  PeniMylvania  Volimteeri, 

Captain  Jubson, 

Aniftant  Ad^tant-OeneraL 

23  B  B— VOL  xvin 


354  NOBTH  CABOLINA  AND  8.  B.  VIBODOA.  IGiur. 

HAT  IS-ae,  1868.— Op«niliiuis  on  the  SMbosid  tnd  Eotaoto  Biflnwd,  Vm.. 

And  alrirmlihiM  (10th  tnd  16Ui)  nour  OunfiUA. 


No.  1.— Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  kanj,  oomnuykUngtheDepftrtnieot  of  Vlfglala. 
No.  2.— im.  Gen.  John  J.  Peck,  U.  8.  Army,  eomnumding  at  8aiR>1k. 

Report  of  Maf,  €hm.  Jokm  A,  Dix,  U,  8.  Araiy,  eommamiihig  ike  Depart- 

memt  of  Tvrgmieu 

FoBT  MOHBOB,  If  «y  18, 1863—1  p.  m. 

Colonel  Foster  is  covering  our  work,  which  is  in  good  progress  on  tiie 
railroad  near  Garrsville.  He  has  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  nuMre 
or  less.  For  two  days  a  lively  artillery  fire  has  been  kept  np  on  onr 
workmen.  Yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  within  canister  range,  bat 
was  driven  back  witii  considerable  loss.  On  onr  side  a  caisson  was 
fiddled,  a  horse  killed,  and  9  men  wonnded. 

The  iron  is  arriving  in  Norfolk.  When  we  get  on  the  other  road  wf 
shall  probably  have  some  sharp  fighting. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MeiOT'OeiereiL 
Mid.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halubok, 

Oeneral'Vi^Vkkf, 


[AddflBda.) 

Bxtrcustfrom  ^^  Record  of  Evewte^  of  SeeeiUh  Anmjf  Oorpe/^ 

May  12. — Forces  under  Col.  B.  8.  Foster  went  to  Garrsville  to  cover 
working  parties  employed  in  taking  np  the  rails  on  the  railroad  between 
Suffolk  and  the  Blaokwater. 

Maiy  16. — Surgeon  Hand,  medical  director,  and  Oi^tain  Stevenson 
captnred  by  the  guerrillas  getting  in  rear  of  the  troops. 

•  •••••• 

Jfoy  26. — ^The  expedition  commenced  returning  to  their  camp,  tiie  ob- 
ject of  their  mission  being  entirely  accomplished;  36  miles  of  railroad 
weresecnred. 


No.  2. 
Reports  of  Maj.  Oen.  John  J.  Peekj  XT.  8.  Arm^j  oommamdiing  at  BujfoOL 

Mat  15, 186a. 

Colonel  Foster  reports  good  progress  up  to  daylight.  The  enemy 
fired  about  sixty  shot  and  shell  down  the  railway  between  5  and  7  p.  m. ; 
no  material  damage.    An  attempt  on  his  picket  line  &iled. 

JOHN  J.  PBCE, 

Me^'OeieraL 
lliljor  Ctoieral  DnL 

*  From  Betom  for  the  month  of  M»y,  VXX. 
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May  16, 1863. 

The  work  on  the  road  has  proceeded  slowly  from  the  damage  dont 
by  the  rebels ;  besides.  Ooloncu  Foster's  troops  have  been  enn^ged  more 
or  less  for  two  days.  The  enemy  has  kept  np  a  lively  artillery  fire  on 
the  track  most  of  the  time.  Yesterday  they  advanced  upon  his  position 
within  canister  range,  not  suspecting  his  amount  of  artillery^  and  were 
driven  back  with  mnoh  loss.  One  of  Davis^  caissons  is  riddled  with  bul- 
lets; 1  horse  killed,  9  slightly  wounded.  Otur  loss  is  very  slight.  Have 
deemed  it  best  to  press  the  work,  making  that  the  object  rather  than 
engaging  the  enemy  at  that  distanoe.  Ck>lonel  Foster  has  managed  thus 
far  wiUi  great  Judgment. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK; 

VLa^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix. 

May  18, 1863. 

In  the  skirmish  of  Saturday  General  Jenkins'  loss  was  17  kUled  and 
about  30  or  40  wounded :  ours  none,  or  very  slight 

JOHN  J.  PECK 

General  Del 


MAT  13,  188S.— Oq^toxe  of  the  Stssaon  Emily  and  Anew. 


So.  1.— Ospi.  FhyMM  B.  Pwter,  Bifl^th  MMWwIinialls  Inftntcy. 
Ko.  2.— ^Jftpi.  W.  DewMs  BoImtU,  Eloreoth  PeniuyiTBiihi  GAvaliy. 

No.   1. 

BtfOfi  of  Ooft,  From^  B.  Porter^  BiglUk  Ma$$aeku»$tt9  Infamtirf. 

Gmmxbal:  I  have  Just  learned  that  the  steamers  Bmily  and  Arrow 
were  <mtnred  hy  guarillas,  at  Oonitnok  Oanal,  on  Friday. 

1  ours,  respeetfhlly,  

F.  B.  POBl^SR, 
Oaptainj  OammauMmg  PoH, 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  Websslls. 


District  of  Albemarle, 
Plymouth^  N.  a,  M(iy  17, 1863—7  p.  m. 

Respectftdly  referred  to  Headqnartors  Department  of  North  Carolina. 
Two  gunlxMits  from  Captain  Flnsser's  squadron  will  start  in  two 
hours  for  Boanoke  and  Currituck,  using  the  North  Shore  as  a  tender. 
Olde  hundred  and  fifty  infantry  will  embark  in  the  boats,  to  attempt 
tbe  recapture  or  destruction  of  the  Arrow  and  Emily.  I  am  not  iu  |KW- 
session  of  the  details.  The  gunboats  are  the  Commodore  Perry  and 
YbObw  City. 

H.  W.  WESSBLLS, 
Brigadier-Geheral  VoUmtear$j  Oammamdmg. 
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No.  2. 
Report  of  Oapt  W.  Dewees  Roberts^  UlevefUh  Pennnylvania  OawUrf. 

GAin>BM  COUBT-HOUSR  AND  SHILOH,   N.  C, 

May  17,  1863. 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  from  the 
expedition  sent  out  yesterday  afternoon  to  intercept  the  party  snppoaed 
to  have  captured  the  Emily  and  Arrow. 

The  Pasquotank  Onerrillas  crossed  the  Pasquotank  Siver  about  5  miles 
below  Elizabeth  City  on  Friday  morning,  the  15th  instant  About  4 
o^dock  in  the  afternoon  they  captnred  one  of  the  above-named  boats  in 
Currituck  Canal,  and  with  her  pushed  out  into  North  Biver^  where  they 
captured  the  other  boat,  taking  her  crew  prisoners.  They  then  landed 
their  prisoners,  and,  under  a  sufficient  guard,  appear  to  have  taken  them 
across  the  lower  end  of  Camden  Coun^  to  near  Shiloh  and  from  thence 
across  the  Pasquotank  River  to  Elizabeth  City,  where  they  arrived  on 
the  morning  of  the  16th  instant  (yesterday).  Hearing  of  a  Federal  force 
in  the  vicinity,  under  Lieutenant  Titus,  they  again  went  down  the  river 
and  landed  on  the  south  side  of  the  Pasquotank.  The  captnred  boats 
seem  to  have  been  taken  down  the  Albemarle  Sound  and  up  the  Chowan 
River.  The  rebel  crew  declared  their  intention  of  so  doing,  but  if  over- 
taken by  our  forces  they  would  then  destroy  the  boats. 

The  party  capturing  these  boats  seem  to  have  been  about  40  of  the 
Pasquotank  Guerrillas,  Captain  Elliott  commanding,  and  were  guided 
by  Captain  Sanderlin,  of  the  Camden  Guerrillas.  None  of  the  Camden 
company,  except  the  captain,  were  engaged  in  the  capture. 

I  have  received  this  information  from  several  persons  living  in  the 
Tidnity  of  Currituck  Bridge,  and  the  statements  of  all  being  the  same 
I  deem  it  entirely  reliable. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  DEWBE8  BOBBBTS, 
Captain,  Ekventh  Pennsylvania  VolufUeer  Cavalry, 

Mi^.  F.  A.  Stbatton, 

Commanding  at  South  Mills^  N,  C 

[Iiidonamentt.] 

Headquabtbbs,  South  MiUsy  N.  0.,  May  17, 1863. 
Bespectftilly  forwarded  to  Brigadier-General  Viele. 
Captain  Boberta  was  sent  with  one  company  of  cavalry  and  a  howit- 
zer to  intercept  the  captors  of  the  Emily  and  Arrow  immediately  uiK)n 
the  receipt  of  General  Yiele's  dispatch  on  yesterday,  but  the  notice  was 
not  soon  enough  to  enable  my  party  to  intercept  the  rebels.  Lieutenant 
Titus  and  one  company  was  also  out  in  the  vicinity  of  Elizabeth  City^ 
where  the  rebels  landed,  but  hearing  of  his  presence  there  they  re-em- 
barked and  escaped,  probably  through  the  Sound. 

FRANKLIN  A.  STBATTON, 
Major  J  11th  Pa.  Cav.j  Comdg,  Detachment  at  South  MillSj  if.  C. 

Headquarters,  Norfolk,  Fa.,  May  18,  1863. 

Bespectfully  forwarded  for  the  information  of  the  msgorgeneral  com* 
manding  the  department. 

I  sent  a  dispatch  to  Mi\jor  Stratton,  at  South  Mills,  as  soon  as  I  leamAd 
that  the  Emily  and  Arrow  had  been  captured. 

EGBEUT  L.  VIELE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Comma/nding, 
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MAT  19, 1868.— Expedition  from  Wost  Point  to  Bobinion*!  FltBtation,  Xing 

and  ftneen  Oonnty,  Va. 

Report  of  Brig.  Oen.  George  H,  Gordon^  U,  8  Army, 

Headquarters  United  States  Forces, 

West  Pointj  Va.,  May  16, 1863. 

General  :  Last  night  I  sent  ont  a  small  expedition  to  capture  if  pos- 
sible— if  not,  destroy —  uany  handred  bushels  of  grain  whicli  a  negro 
re|>orted  to  be  in  a  barn.  Banning  ap  the  left  bank  of  the  York  Biver, 
abont  2  miles  below  the  month  of  the  Mattapony,  Oaptain  Babcook,  of 
the  gunboat  Morse,  carried  my  infantry  to  its  destination  and  oo-oper- 
ated  with  his  men  and  boats.  The  grain  was  found  stored  in  a  large 
granary;  it  was  in  bulk.  The  distance  inland  was  about  1  mile.  It?Fas 
found  impossible  to  carry  the  grain  away ;  therefore  the  building,  witii 
its  contents,  was  destroyed.  Captain  Motley,  of  my  staff,  who  accom- 
panied the  expedition,  estimates  the  amount  of  grain  destroyed  at  over 
600  bushels.  The  bam  was  very  large  and  a  very  line  one,  securely 
locked  and  barred.  The  negro,  who  proved  a  fiuthful  guide,  says  die 
proprietor,  Mr.  Bobinson,  has  oeen  in  the  habit  of  shipping  grain  to 
Bichmond  J  that  he  sent  a  schooner  load  just  before  my  arrival. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  occupation  of  this  Point  by  our  forces  and  the 
river  by  the  gunboats  will  compel  rebels  to  resort  to  land  travel,  if  that 
be  possible,  to  transport  the  large  amounts  of  grain  now  on  the  river 
bank  await^g  transportation  to  Bichmond. 

The  company  of  infantry  1  sent  out  was  Captain  Wheeler's,  of  the  One 
hundred  and  forty-second  Begiment  l^ew  York  Volunteers,  Oolong 
Ourtis. 

I  am  indebted  to  Captain  Babcock,  of  the  Morse,  for  information  that 
led  to  the  capture  of  this  grain. 

I  am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GEO.  H.  GOBDON, 
Brigadier-Oenerulj  Oamdg.  U.  &  F^ren^  Wmi  Poititj  Fa. 

Mid«  ^^tfoi.  John  a.  Dec, 

ForiMowroe^  Va. 


KAY  16-88, 1868.-*Operationi  on  the  Vorfolk  and  Peterslmrg  Railroad  and 
ddimiihas  (17th)  near  Providenoe  Ghnieh  and  (88d)  at  Antiooh  CQraroh 
■ad  Barber's  Cron-Boada,  Va. 


No.  1. — ^Hi^.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  Anny»  commandhm  the  Depftrtment  of  Virgiauk 
No.  2. — Mi^.  Gen.  John  J.  Peek,  U.  8.  Army,  commanding  at  Suffolk. 
No.  3. — Itinerary  of  the  Beserre  Brigade,  Department  of  Virginia,  Brig.  Gen.  Isaao  J. 
Wifltar,  IT.  8.  Army,  commanding,  May  16-28. 

No.  1. 

Bi^rt  of  Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  DiXj  V.  8.  Army^  eommanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  Virginia. 

FOBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  May  24, 1863. 
The  enemy,  with  two  regiments  of  infantry  and  two  field  pieces,  at- 
tacked a  detachment  of  our  forces  under  General  Dodge,  on  the  Peters- 
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borg  Bailitiad,  6  miles  this  side  of  Znni,  yesterdAy,  and  wbb  prcMnptly 
ftnd  laodBomely  repalsed.  The  rails  we  axe  removing  are  very  heavy, 
bat  'hey  will  all  be  at  Soffolk  by  Thursday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€^'OmtrmL 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Halusok, 


No.  2. 

Bqiortf  of  Mqf.  Om^  Johm  J.  Peek^  U.  &  Armff^  commmMmg  al  Aa^bflL 

Mat  17, 1868. 

General  Dodge  does  not  think  there  is  any  large  force  aboot  Smith- 
field.  Major  Pattou  liad  taken  5  men  and  6  horses ;  when  retoming.  his 
rear  gaard  was  surprised  and  driven  on  the  command,  and  in  the  nght 
a  bridge  broke,  letting  down  about  12  of  his  party,  making  confusion. 
The  prisoners  escaped. 

JOHN  J.  PBCE, 

Majwr-GmtroL 
M%jor-Oeneral  Ddl 

Mat  ia,I863. 

General  Dodge  went  out  with  all  the  force  of  cavalry,  about  140,  to 
Smithfield.  On  the  return  of  the  party,  Miyor  Patton  was  attacked  by 
about  300  in  a  swamp  and  had  a  heroic  fight.  He  was  wounded  in 
three  places  and  his  horse  wounded  several  times.    His  men  did  welL 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M€ijor-Qm&raL 
General    Del 

Mat  18, 1863. 

I  sent  General  Dodge  to  Bcott^s  MOl  and  he  made  a  very  bold  recon- 
naissance with  only  about  140  men.  It  was  on  the  return  that  the  at- 
tack was  made  on  the  Cypress  Mill  road.  3  miles  fkom  Providence 
Church — ^not  on  our  maps.  Major  Patton  (ought  well.  His  move  was 
signaled  and  they  were  ready  for  him. 

JOHN  J.  PBGK, 

M^ifjoT'OmtrmL 
General  Del 

Mat  20, 1803. 

Major  Btratton  reports  the  affoir  at  Newby's  Bridge  as  highly  credit- 
able on  the  part  of  Lieutenant  Titus  and  his  small  detachment.  Lieu- 
tenant Beatty,  so  severely  wounded  and  left,  has  been  brought  in  and  is 
doing  well.  They  had  5  killed  and  a  number  wounde<l,  while  our  loss 
was  4 'founded. 

JOHN  J.  PBGK, 

Mcjor-GenmO. 
M%jor-€toneral  Dix. 
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May  24,1863. 

At  the  same  moment  of  attacking  the  advance  at  Antioch  Ghorch  a 
demonstration  was  made  at  Barber's  Oross-BcMMls,  where  a  regiment 
is  watching  the  approaches  centering  there.  Both  fuled,  and  die  en- 
emy was  repnised  with  considerable  loss.  At  the  ohnrcb  we  lost  1  cap- 
tured and  3  woanded^and  captured  a  few  prisoners. 
Brery  raO  beyond  Windsor  is  removed. 

JOHN  J.  PBGK, 

Mq/ar-OmerdL 
M%|or-Oeneral  Dix. 


Ka  3. 

IHH0rarifoftheBe$er9eBrigade,Ik!partmmUqf  Virain4ajBrig.  €tem,  Jmmm 
J.  Wwter,  U.  8.  Anny,  wnmandimg^  Ma/n  15-28.* 

If  ay  15. — ^By  direction  of  M^jor-General  Peck,  Golonel  Wardrop  was 
sent,  with  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volonteers  and  Nineteenth  Wis- 
consin Volunteers,  to  assist  in  protecting  working  parties  engaged  in 
tearing  up  the  tracks  of  the  railroad  between  Suffiuk  and  the  Slack- 
water. 

May  20. — ^The  Ninth  Vermont  Volunteers  and  the  One  hundred  and 
eighteenth  New  York  Volunteers  were  sent,  by  order  of  M%jor-Oeneral 
Peck,  on  the  same  duty,  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Dodge. 

May  26, — ^The  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  Volunteers  returned,  and  May  27 
the  odier  regiments ;  but  the  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteers  were 
ordered  out  again  immediately. 

Jfof  28. — ^The  Ninety-ninth  New  York  Volunteera  returned  to  camp. 


KAT  19-S2,  ISea^Sipedition  from  CHoooailtr  Mnt  ialo  Matttews 

Ooimtj,  Va. 


No.  1. — Mi^.  G«n.  ISTMiniu  D.  Keyaa,  U.  8.  Army,  oomnuHidiiig  Fourth  Aimj  Cofptb 
No.  9.^CoL  Jndaoii  KUpsteiok,  Seoond  New  Torii  Csvahy,  ommnanding  Cftvahy 

Brigade. 
No.  3.— Ueal  Junes  H.  OilUa,  U.  8.  Vmrj, 

Na  1. 

fi^ort  o/Mqi.  Oen.  Eragmm  D.  Keye$j  U.  &  Army^  oammamdkig  Fawrtk 

Army  OorpB. 

Hbabquabtbbs  Foubth  Oorpb, 
Fori  Tarktawnj  Va.j  May  23, 1863. 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  reiK>rt  that  a  combined  expedition  left 
(rlonoester  Point  on  the  night  of  the  I9th  instant  and  returned  yester* 
day  mondng  under  the  foltowing  instructions : 

A  oombined  expedition  will  set  ont  to-night  for  MatthewB  County.    The  oftT»liy 
snd  ft  seotion  of  artUlery,  snpported  by  200  infantry,  to  leaye  Olonoeifeer  Point  at  10 

*  From  Betnni  for  liay,  1863. 
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A.  m.,  will  be  under  the  immed.ale  orders  of  CoL  J.  Kilpatrieky  commanding  e«Talr> 
brigade,  llie  jranboats  and  ferry-boat,  andor  the  oommaod  of  LieatenaotrCom- 
mander  OilliSy  U.  8.  Navy,  will  haye  on  board  200  infantry  snl^Mt  to  the  oiden  ol 
Lieut.  CoL  C.  C.  8uydam,  of  my  etalt  A  small  snpplv  of  intraoehing  tools  will  be 
on  board,  with  some  extra  ammunition  for  the  field  artillery.  Theinfiuitcy  willeaRT 
100  rounds  of  ammunition  per  man,  and  all  the  troops  will  have  two  da.ys^  oooked 
rations. 

Colonel  Kilpatridk  will  consult  with  Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Suydam  in  regard  to  the  moyement  necessary  to  insoie  pvdmpt  and  cAbetiTe 
co-operation.  Besides  inflicting  as  much  injury  as  possible  on  armed  enemies  the 
detachments  of  the  expedition  will  capture  and  bring  in  all  animals  and  supplies 
needAil  to  our  troops  that  may  be  Ibund,  but  wiU  not  wantonly  bum  or  piuuige 

anywhere.  

E.  D.  KETB8a 


The  cavaliy  was  from  the  New  York  Harris  light  and  Twelfth  lUi- 
Doi^  The  artillery  was  oommanded  by  Oaptain  Mink,  of  the  First  New 
York  Volunteer  ikitillery,  and  the  two  battalions  of  in&ntiy  were  from 
the  One  hundred  and  Sixty-ninth  Pennsylvania  Drafted  Mihda  and  the 
Fourth  Delaware,  commanded^  respectively,  by  Minors  Smyth  and  La 
Motte. 

The  expedition  was  conducted  with  spirit  by  the  officers,  and  the  men 
behaved  well.  Only  some  straggling  parties  of  the  euemy  were  seen. 
One  guerrilla  was  killed  and  2  of  our  men  were  wounded.  About  900 
horses  and  mules  were  captured,  besides  about  150  head  of  homed  cattie 
and  the  same  number  of  sheep.  A  small  amount  of  grain  was  brought 
in,  and  a  large  amount  of  grain  and  forage  collected  for  the  rebel  Oot- 
emment  was  destroyed.  Five  mills  stoiM  with  grain  and  flour  were 
burned. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  KBYB8. 
Mt^'Oeneralj  Oownmamdlmg  FamihArmif  Ooff. 

TAa^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dec, 

OommamdXmg  DepartmaiU  of  YHfkii^ 


No.  2. 


BtfoH  of  OoL  Jud»tm  KUpatrieky  Beotmd  Kew  York  Oandkfj 

Coivalrif  Brigade. 

Hbadquabtbbs  Oayalby  Bbioadb, 

Fort  Torktownj  Va.j  Mof  22, 1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  entire  success  of  the  expe- 
dition under  my  command  sent  out  by  you  on  the  morning  of  the  20th 
instant. 

I  left  Gloucester  Point  at  1  a.  m.;  reached  Gloucester  Court-House 
at  daylight;  passed  down  into  Matthews  Gounty.  and  communicated 
with  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Suydam,  in  command  of  the  forces  sent  by 
water,  at  9  a.  m.,  at  the  head  of  North  Biver. 

Having  posted  pickets  across  the  neck  firom  North  Biver  to  Pianka- 
tank,  I  proceeded  to  Matthews  Court- House  without  opposition,  and 
again  communicated  with  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam.    I  returned  to 
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OloaceBter  Oourt-Hoiiso  on  the  evening  of  the  21sty  having  scooted  the 
whole  of  Matthews  and  a  portion  of  Oloaoester  CoontieB,  finding  only 
straggling  parties  of  the  enemy. 

The  entire  expedition  retnmed  at  8  a.  m.  this  morning,  without  the 
loss  of  a  man.  Two  men  of  the  Second  New  York  were  wounded  by  a 
gQenilla ;  the  gaerrilla  was  killed.  We  captured  and  brought  with  us 
300  horses  and  mules,  160  head  of  l)eef  cattle,  and  the  same  of  ^eep. 
Large  quantities  of  grain  and  forage  collected  for  the  rebel  Government 
were  destroyed. 

The  officers  and  men  of  the  command  deserve  great  credit  for  the 
prompt  and  soldierly  manner  in  which  every  order  was  obeyed  and  duty 
performed. 

BeepeotfoUy  submitted. 

J.  EILPATBIOK, 
Oolong  Cimma$Mng  Oavahrff  Bngade. 

Miy.  Qen.  E.  D.  Eeybs, 

Oammandimg  Fourth  ArMy  Oarpi. 


No.  3. 
Separt  of  Lieut  James  H.  GUUsy  V.  8.  Nemy. 

U.  8.  OUNBOAT  OOMMUDOBB  MOBBIS, 

Off  Yarktaum^  Va.y  May  22, 1863. 

Bib  :  I  baye  to  report  that  at  the  request  of  Miyor-G^neral  Keyes  I 
have  acted  in  coi\junction  with  Brigadier-General  Eilpatrick,  by  cover- 
ing his  operations  in  Matthews  County.  The  object  of  the  expedition 
was  to  mount  all  the  dismounted  men  under  his  command. 

On  the  morning  of  the  20th  instant  I  took  on  board  100  men  from  the 
Fourth  Delaware  Volunteers,  under  M%)or  La  Motte,  and  with  the 
Winnisimmet  in  company,  she  having  on  board  100  of  the  same  regi- 
ment, proceeded  to  North  Kiver,  where  we  arriyed  at  5.30  a.  m.  I  re- 
mained at  this  place  untO  communication  was  had  witii  General  Kil- 
patrick,  and  in  the  evening  I  went  into  East  Biver  to  cover  his  opera- 
tions there.  1  remained  at  this  place  until  about  9  o^dock  the  next 
morning  and  then  started  for  the  rendezvous  on  North  Biver.  After  I 
arrived  some  horses  were  brought  on  board  the  Winnisimmet  and  we 
lay  quiet  all  day  waiting  to  hear  firom  the  difierent  squads  that  had 
been  sent  out  At  6  o^dock,  all  being  ready  for  a  departure,  I  took  on 
board  200  of  the  Fourth  Delaware  and  started  for  Torktown,  where  I 
arrived  at  12.30  last  night. 

About  250  horses,  150  head  of  cattle^  and  a  large  number  of  sheep 
were  captured  by  the  land  forces  in  their  march  across  the  country. 

General  Kilpatrick  and  Lieutenant-Colonel  Suydam.  in  obedience  to 
orders  issued  to  them,  destroyed  all  the  property  whicn  they  considered 
osefnl  to  the  rebels. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  H.  GILLIS, 
lAeuteiumty  Cammandi%g> 
B.  O.  Chbtwood, 

Ueut,  Ool  and  Inepeotar  Oeneralj  Fourth  Army  Oorne, 
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HAT  80-83,  1863.— Demonitration  upon  Xmitan,  V.  C,  and  skirmiiiiM 
(88d)  at  Qnm  Swamp  and  (83d)  at  Batehalder*!  Creak. 


No.  1.— lli^.  Gen.  John  O.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army,  oommanding  the  DeporloMni  of  North 

Carolina. 
No.  2.— CoL  J.  Biohter  Jonee,  Fifty-eighth  Penn^lvania  IniSMitryy  of  akjimkh  atOma 

Swamp. 
No.  8.— Itinenury  of  the  Fizst  Diviaiony  Eighteenth  Axmy  Coffpt^  Blig.  Gon.  imiia 

N.  Palmer  commanding,  Hay  20-4i{3. 
No.  4.— Col.  George  H.  Peireon,  Fifth  MaanaehnaettB  Inlhntry,  oominaBdlfltK  Seeood 

Brigade. 
No.  5.— Col.  Joaiah  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth  Maanaehinetts  Inihntiy. 
No.  6.--C0I.  Silas  P.  Richmond,  Third  Massachusetts  Influitry,  Second  Brigade,  FUlh 

Division,  of  operations  Hay  HA, 

No.  1. 

Reports  of  Mqj.  Gen.  John  0.  Foster j  U.  8.  Army^  eommanding  the  Depart 

ment  of  North  OaroUna, 

HSADQUABTEBS  EIGHTEENTH  ABMT  GOBPS, 

New  Bemej  N.  0.,  Maijf  22, 1863. 

Gbnebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that,  finding  the  enemy's  troops 
were  constantly  being  drained  fh>m  this  department  for  Virginia,  and 
finding  that  I  oonld  safely  make  a  demonstration  toward  Kinston  and 
capture  the  enemy's  picket  regiment,  I  ordered  Ool.  J.  Bichter  Jones, 
commanding  outpost  (Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Yolonteers),  to  en- 
deavor to  sorroond  the  enemy  at  Gam  Swamp,  and,  if  capturing  it,  to 
make  a  demonstration  as  if  attacking  in  force,  careftilly  guarding  a  aofe 
and  sore  retreats  I  re-enforced  him  witli  four  regiments,  four  pieces  of 
artillery,  and  three  companies  of  cavalry,  and  I  am  hi^^py  to  say  tiiat 
so  far  the  plan  has  been  successfolly  carried  oat  Colonel  Jones  sor- 
roanded  the  Fifty-eighth  North  Carolina,  attacking  them  on  foar  sides, 
and  succeeded  in  capturing  between  200  and  300  prisoners. 

1  forward  this  meager  account  by  this  opportunity,  and  will  have  the 
honor  to  send  the  further  details  as  soon  as  they  are  ascertained. 

Colonel  Jones  is  some  7  miles  from  Kinston,  threatening  that  plaoe. 
His  retreat,  should  he  be  forced  to  fall  back,  is  perfectly  secure. 

In  my  previous  letters  I  omitted  to  mention,  owing  to  tiie  press  of 
business  and  the  tedit  that  I  was  just  going  on  a  toor  of  inspeotioii,  a 
very  successful  little  affair  of  four  companies  Third  New  York  Cavalry, 
under  Lieutenant-Colonel  Lewis,  about  the  7th  of  this  month.*  They 
were  ordered  to  make  a  circuit  from  New  Berne  to  t^e  White  Oak  Biver 
via  Pollocksville  and  Young's  Cross-Boads  and  return  by  the  way  of 
Newport.  Colonel  Lewis,  learning  where  a  company  of  the  enemy's 
cavalry  were,  which  had  gone  from  Kinston  to  endeavor  to  cut  the  rail- 
road communication  between  this  point  and  Beaufort,  charged  them  and 
Hucceeded  in  killing  2,  capturing  14,  and  taking  36  horses,  and  withoat 
the  loss  of  a  man  killed  or  wounded  on  our  side. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  F08TBB, 
Major-Oeneralj  Oommandimg. 

Mig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oeneralin-Ohief  U.  8.  Army,  Washington,  D.  0. 

*  Befiuence  probably  to  skirmish  at  Peletier's  Mill,  Mi^  6. 
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Hbadquabtebs  EiaHTicBNTH  Asm y  Gorps, 

New  Beme^  N.  0.,  June  2, 1803. 

Gensbal  :  Beferring  to  my  brief  report  of  May  22, 1  have  tiie  honor 
to  report  that,  learning  from  OoL  J.  Biohter  Jones,  commanding  ontpoet, 
that  he  deemed  it  poesible  to  captore  the  enemy's  ontpoet  regiments  at 
6am  Swamp,  8  miles  from  Einston,  I  ordered  Oolonel  Lee's  brigade,  con- 
sisting of  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  Twenly-seTenth,  and  Forty-sixth 
Massaobosetts  Begiments,  three  pieces  of  Biggs'  battery,  and  a  bat- 
talion of  cavalry,  to  report  to  him. 

Oolonel  Jones  ordered  the  Fifth,  Twenty-fifth,  and  Forty-sixth,  with 
the  artillery  and  cavalry,  under  command  of  Colonel  Peirson,  Fifth 
Massachnsetts,  to  advance  np  the  railroad  and  Dover  roads  to  attack 
the  enemy's  works  in  the  fix>nt,  while  the  Fifty-eighth  l^enn^ylvania 
Volunteers  and  the  Twenty-seventh  Massachnsetts  Yolimteers,  under 
the  immediate  command  of  Ck>lonel  Jones^  took  a  path  through  the 
swamp  to  reach  the  rear  of  the  enemy's  position. 

The  main  column,  under  Oolonel  Peirson,  met  the  enemy's  pickets  at 
daylight  of  the  22d,  and,  driving  them  in,  commenced  an  attack  on  the 
front.  Oolonel  Jones,  with  his  command,  owin^  to  the  character  of  the 
road  they  had  taken  (the  men  having  to  go  by  single  file),  did  not  arrive 
at  the  desired  place  until  9  a.  m.  On  arriving  in  rear  of  the  enemy's 
position  Oolonel  Jones  deployed  such  portions  of  his  command  as  could 
be  used  to  advantage,  opened  fire,  and  advanced.  The  enemy  fired  a 
few  desultory  voUeys,  then  broke  and  fied  in  great  confhsion,  taking  to 
the  swMups,  and  escaping  by  paths  known  only  to  themselves.  On 
hearing  the  firing  of  Oolonel  Jones'  command  Oolonel  Peirson  advanced 
his  command  and  entered  the  works  in  front.  After  securing  the  pris- 
oners (106)  and  spoils,  demolishing  the  enemy's  works  and  resting  his 
men,  Colonel  Jones  made  a  demonstration  and  eAiow  of  advance  on  Ein- 
Bton.  At  dusk  the  same  evening  his  pickets  were  driven  in  and  he 
found  himself  attacked  by  the  ehemy  in  force  and  with  artillery.  He. 
in  obedience  to  orders,  at  once  retired,  followed  by  the  enemy,  and 
reached  our  outpost  line  without  loss.  Oolonel  Letfs  brigade  was  put 
on  cars  in  waiting  and  returned  to  their  camps. 

The  enemy,  mortified  at  the  success  of  Oolonel  Jones,  and  being 
strongly  re-enforced  frx>m  Ck>ldsborough,  attadced  our  outpost  line  on 
the  p.  m«  of  the  23d.  I  sent  out  a  supporting  force  to  Oolonel  Jones  and 
the  enemy  were  repulsed  at  every  point,  but  with  great  loss  to  us  and 
the  service  in  the  death  of  Oolonel  Jones,  who  was  shot  through  the 
heart  as  he  was  leading  on  two  companies  of  his  regiment  to  dislodge  the 
enemy  from  a  position  he  had  ti^en  up.  By  the  death  of  Oolonel  Jones 
a  most  brave,  sealous,  and  able  officer  has  been  lost  to  the  service  and 
to  this  department. 

I  have  &e  honor  to  inclose  a  list  of  casualties  and  a  list  of  prisoners 
and  articles  captured. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  F08TBB, 
Major-Oeneral,  Oommamdiing. 

M%j,  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbgk, 

OeiieralAi^Ohirfj  U.  S.  Army^  WaehingUm^  D.  0. 


Killed 8 

Woondad 6 

lOfldiig 1 

Totel S 
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Prisooere • IflS 

Hones 9B 

Ambalaaoes  and  teams 9 

Bagcage  wagons • t 

Miu&ets  and  equipments 8B 

18-poander  howitser  with  limber •• 1 

BonodBot  ammnnition •• 11,000 


No.  2. 


Report  of  (M.  J.  Biekier  JonoSy  Fi/^-eigkfk  Pmrntf^hamla  JiffMlnrt  of 

ikirmiah  at  Oum  Swamp. 

Camp  at  Gum  Swamp,  Bight  Miles  from  Kinbton, 

May  22, 1863—12  m. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  my  attempt  to  cat  off  the  en- 
emy's troops  at  Gnm  Swamp  has  partially  snoceeded. 

I  made  the  detonr  sncoessfolly  with  the  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania 
and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  and  attacked  the  enemy  in  the  rear; 
but,  owing  to  my  defective  knowledge  of  the  ground,  he  was  able  to  de- 
fend himself  some  time  nnder  cover  of  a  swamp,  and  when  finally  broken 
his  men  mostly  escaped. 

However,  we  captured  165  prisoners,  and  almost  took  General  Ban- 
som  himself,  who  was  accidentally  at  the  post  The  enemy's  regiments 
engaged  were  the  Fifty-sixth  North  Carolina  and  Twenty-fifth  North 
Garolina,  and  on  our  part  the  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts.  Our  loss  is  small — 2  wounded,  of  the  Fifty- 
eighth.    Of  the  enemy,  I  have  6  wounded  rei>orted  to  me. 

Our  [I]  propose  reconnoitering  Wise's  Gross-Boads  this  afternoon, 
and  to-morrow  returning  to  our  old  lines.  A  particular  report  here- 
after. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BICHTBB  JONES, 

MJOWkVUEnmMim§ta  fJSI«MmB> 

\^  *^  www  ww^^tmWwWmw  vvjp      \^  WmWmr^^W^^^9 

Lieut  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

AMUtami  AdjuiaM-Ootieraly  Eighteenth  Arw^f  Oorp$. 


No.  3. 


Itimerary  of  the  First  DMoioii,  Eighteenth  Army  Oorns,  Brig.  Gmk  Imde 

N.  Palimer  oomnumdingj  Ma/y  20-29.* 

May  20.— The  Twenty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Regiments,  of  the  Second 
Brigade,  which  were  commanded  by  Colonel  Peirson,  of  the  Fifth  Mas- 
sachusetts Volunteer  Militia,  in  accordance  with  orders  ftom  Headqnar- 
^ers  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  moved  at  midnight  to  Batcbelder's  Cre^, 
the  commanding  officer  of  the  detachment  reporting  to  Col.  J.  B.  Jones, 
of  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  commanding  outpost 

JIfay  21. — ^The  remainder  of  the  Second  BrigMe  (accompanied  by  Lieu- 
tenant Horton,  acting  commissary  of  musters,  and  Lieutenant  Allen, 
aide-de-camp  on  the  division  staff),  consisting  of  the  Twenty-seventh 

*From  Retnm  for  May,  1863. 
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Maasachusetts  Yolnnteers  and  the  Fifth  Massachasetts  Yolanteei 
Militia,  was  transported  by  raiboad  to  White's  house,  aboat  1  mile  from 
Core  Greek^  where  they  were  afterward  Joined  by  the  remainder  of  the 
brig^e  ana  the  Fifty -eighth  Pennsylvania,  with  some  cavalry  and  ar- 
tillery. At  dosk  the  Twenty-seventh  was  sent,  with  the  Fifty-eighth 
Pennsylvania,  both  onder  the  immediate  command  of  Oolonel  Jones,  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  by  an  nnftequented  path  to  the  rear  of 
the  enemy's  outpost,  at  Gam  Swamp,  some  8  miles  fntm  Einston,  N.  G. 
At  midnight  the  remainder  of  the  column  moved  up  the  Dover  nmd  (to 
which  they  had  previously  marched  from  the  railroad)  to  attack  tne 
enemy  in  front. 

May  22. — ^At  daybreak  the  advance  of  the  United  States  troops  on  the 
Dover  road  encountered  the  enemy's  pickets  and  drove  them  in.  The 
main  body  then  came  up  and  annoyed  the  enemy  with  desultory  skir- 
mish firing  until  about  10  a.  m.,  when  Golonel  Jones  (who  had  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  enemy's  rear)  made  a  dash  upon  their  i>osition,  and,  in 
conjunction  with  the  troops  in  front,  succeeded  in  capturing  166  prison- 
ers. Our  column  now  slowly  retired,  closely  followed  by  the  enemy  with 
cavalry  and  artillery.  He  shelled  our  rear  for  some  time,  but  without 
effect,  and  about  9  p.  m.  our  troops  bivouacked  behind  Gore  Greek. 

May  23. — At  daylight  our  pickets  were  attacked,  but  the  enemy's  ad- 
vance was  driven  back  by  a  few  well-directed  shell.  A  move  was  then 
made  toward  the  railroad,  but  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the  enemy 
had  crossed  Gore  Greek,  on  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  were  reocon- 
pying  in  force.  Accordingly  Golonel  Jones,  wishing  to  avoid  another 
action,  made  his  way  through  a  dense  swamp,  striking  the  railroad 
several  miles  below  Whitens  house,  and,  taking  tne  cars  awaiting  there, 
returned  to  New  Berne  about  5  p.  m.  The  prisoners  on  their  arrival 
were  paroled  by  the  following  staff  officers  of  this  division :  Gaptain 
Jndson,  assistant  acUutant-general ;  Lieutenant  Horton,  acting  commis- 
sary of  musters ;  Lieutenant  Allen,  acting  aide-de-camp.  The  pickets 
at  Batchelder's  Greek  were  shortly  affcer  attacked,  and  the  Forty-fifth 
Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  of  the  First  Brigade,  was 
sent  out. 


No.  4. 


Beport  u/  OoL  Oeorge  R.  Peifon^  F^k  MauaehutetU  Infantry^  earn- 

Sdoand  Brigade. 


Hi)gB3.  Second  Bbio.,  Fibst  Drv.,  Eiohtbbnth  A.  G., 

New  Bemej  N.  0.,  May  27, 1863. 

By  reason  of  the  lamented  death  of  GoL  J.  Eichter  Jones,  Fif^-eighth 
Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  a  most  gallant,  earnest,  devoted,  and  loyal- 
hearted  soldier  and  patriot,  and  the  commander  oi  the  late  expedition 
to  the  enemy's  outpost,  known  as  Gum  Swamp,  it  devolves  upon  the 
undersigned,  being  the  senior  officer  present,  to  make  as  complete  a  re- 
port thereof  as  possible  for  the  information  of  the  commanding  general. 
The  forces  comprising  the  expedition  consisted  of  Lee's  brigade  (Twen- 
ty .fifth.  Twenty-seventh,  Filth,  and  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Hegi- 
ments),  under  the  immediate  command  of  the  undersigned ;  the  Fifty- 
eighth  I^ennsylvania  Volunteers,  under  command  of  Lieutenant-Golonel 
Ourtiss;  three  pieces  of  Battery  H,  Third  New  York  Artillery,  under 
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oomniaiid  of  Lieat.  John  D.  Olark;  and  foor  companies  of  the  Third 
New  York  Cavalry  and  Allie'  battery,  under  command  of  Captain 
Jacobs. 

The  Twenty-fifth  and  Forty-sixth  Begiment&  with  the  artillery,  left 
New  Berne  at  midnight  of  the  20th  instont  ana  arrived  at  Batcheldei's 
Creek  at  daybreak  on  the  morning  of  title  21st. 

The  Twenty-seventh  and  Fifth  Begiments  arrived  at  Batcheldei's 
Creek  by  rail  at  8  o^clock  on  the  21sty  and  soon  after  the  cavalry  re- 
ported near  the  creek,  on  the  Nense  road.  Colonel  Jones  then  took 
c(Hnmand,  sent  forward  by  rail  the  Twenty-seventh  and  Fiftii  Begiments 
to  WhiU^s  honse,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  mUo  firom  Core  Creek ;  the  cav- 
idxy  and  artillery  by  the  Dover  road,  and  subsequently,  on  the  return  of 
the  train,  transported  the  remaining  infontry  to  White's  house.  From 
there,  about  5  <^clock,  the  Twenty-seventh  Begiment  was  sent  up  the 
railroad  to  a  depot  on  Core  Creek,  there  to  hsdt  and  await  fhrther  or- 
ders. The  remaiDing  regiments  marched  to  Core  Creek,  on  the  Dover 
road,  where  we  joined  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania,  previously  sent 
forward  by  Colonel  Jones. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  was  to  surround  and  culture  a  rebel 
regiment  at  Gum  Swamp,  the  outpost  of  the  enemy,  8  miles  from  Kins- 
ton.  I  have  now  t^e  honor  to  state  in  detail,  so  far  as  I  am  ablOi  the 
means  taken  to  accomplish  it. 

It  was  decided  to  send  two  regiments  by  an  unfteqnented  and  dr- 
caitons  path  to  the  enemy's  rear,  while  the  main  column  moved  up  and 
occupied  the  enemy's  attention  and  prevented  his  escape  in  fiiont:  both 
columns  were  to  arrive  at  the  enemy's  intrenchments  as  near  day  oreak 
as  possible  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and  thus  make  a  joint  attack 
front  and  rear.  Accordingly,  at  dusk  on  the  21st,  Colonel  Jones 
moved  at  the  head  of  his  column,  consisting  of  the  Fifty -eighth  Penn- 
sylvania and  Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts,  which  he  subsequently 
joined  at  the  depot,  and  stealthily  proceeded,  under  cover  of  the  night 
and  by  direction  of  a  faithful  guide,  to  gain  the  enemy's  rear. 

Not  being  able  to  state  fh>m  personal  knowledge  the  movements  and 
doings  of  this  column  I  quote  so  much  of  the  reports  of  Lieutenant- 
Colonds  Lyman  and  Curtiss  as  appertains  to  this: 

rSOM  THK  RXPOBT  OF  USOTBKAllT-OOLQaKL  KTIIAV. 

At  8  o'dook  Colooel  Jones,  with  his  regiment,  Joined  ms,  when  the  mareh  eom- 
menoedl  We  left  the  railroad  to  onr  right  and  tool  a  path  throogh  the  woods  and 
swamp  mnninff,  in  its^neral  diroctioD,  parallel  with  the  railroad  and  I  should  Jndge 
from  1  to  3  miles  from  it.  The  path  was  almost  impeDetfahle  ibr  a  larse  part  oif  ua 
waVy  and  it  was  with  great  difScnlty  we  snoeeeded  in  getting  thioagn.  The  ffulde 
is  desernng  of  great  praise  for  brinsuig  ns  oot  at  the  point  indicated,  showuig  a 
thorough  knowledge  or  the  coontry.  we  arrived  at  a  point  about  1  mile  in  xear  ol 
the  enemy's  works  at  7  o'olock  in  the  moning,  only  halting  during  the  night  toolear 
onr  way.  The  march  was  necessarily  slow  and  very  tedious;  the  distance  was  said 
to  he  14  miles ;  in  my  opinion  it  was  much  £»rther.  Here  the  men  were  allowed  to  rest 
for  a  half  hour  to  eat  their  breakfast.  Moving  on  to  within  a  short  distanoe  of  Um 
breastwork  Colonel  Jones  ordered  me  to  send  four  oompanies  to  hold  the  Dover  road 
to  prevent  an  attack  upon  our  rear  by  the  enemy  coming  from  Kinston.  I  detailed 
Companies  B,  C,  O,  ana  K,  under  command  of  Captain  Caswell,  and  sent  them  as 
directed ;  three  more  companies  of  the  regimeot  were  ordered  to  advance  and  take 
possession  of  the  railroad  at  a  point  above  the  works.  Companies  H,  I,  and  D  wete 
sent  forward  under  command  of  Captain  Sanford.  The  remaining  companies  of  the 
regiment  were  held  in  reserve  for  the  support  of  Captain  Sanford  under  my  own  orders. 
Captain  Sanford  came  upon  the  enemy  almost  immediately,  directly  in  front  of  his 
advance ;  they  having  retreated  from  their  works  and  taken  position  behind  the  laO- 
road  embankment,  he  attacked  them  immediately.  A  brisk  musketry  Are  was  kept  up 
tot  a  short  time  on  both  sides,  when  Captain  Sanford  ocdsred  a  charge  with  the  bay- 
suet,  whioh  was  done  in  splendid  style,  the  enemy  retreating  to  the  woods,  onr 
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following  and  taking  a  nomber  of  priaonen.  Aa  soon  aa  a  oliarge  waa  iLade  I  took 
the  naerre  farther  to  the  left,  so  aa  to  oat  off  the  enemy's  retreat  npon  the  railroad 
abore  Captain  Sanford's  position.  Most  of  the  prisoners  were  taken  oetween  and  in 
iipoot  of  ttiflae  two  detaemnenta. 


The  two  regimenta  tnmed  off  to  the  left  of  the  railroad  into  a  kind  of  path,  which 
was  not  often  traveled.  We  porsned  the  wanderings  of  this  pathj^treams,  swamna, 
swalea,  and  ditches,  where  it  seemed  impossible  for  man  to  pass.  The  great  difBonlty 
of  nMningy  ezoept  by  single  file,  preyented  onr  arriyal  at  the  works  nntil  abont  10 
o'elodk  a.  m.,  when  Oolouel  Jones,  who  commanded  the  expedition,  directed  that  two 
eompaniea  m>m  the  FiftyHai|d^th,  then  nnder  my  command,  to  wit,  Company  I,  nndei 
the  command  of  Lieut,  w.  w.  WeUa,  and  Company  K,  to  be  sent  forwMd,  nndw  the 
command  of  Capt.  Cecil  Clay.  These  companies  immodiatelv  deployed  as  skirmiali- 
ecB  and  advanced  oantionsly,  nnder  cover  of  the  wood,  nntil  tney  amved  at  a  cleared 
field  near  the  railroad  and  within  plain  view  of  the  enemy's  works.  Both  companies 
qoiekly  opened  fire,  and  then  under  a  double-quick  cherged  upon  the  enemy,  captur- 
ing one  piece  of  artillery  while  the  ofilcer  in  coerce  waa  endeavoring  to  discharge  it 
upon  lis.  Company  I,  commanded  by  Lieutenant  wells,  arrived  at  the  piece,  having 
the  shortest  distence  to  go,  a  little  in  advance  of  Companv  K,  which  waa  making 
with  all  possible  speed  to  capture  the  piece.  The  enemy  fled  teiror-strickai,  alter 
diaohaigiug  their  piecea,  in  mU  directions  into  the  a^acent  swamps,  except  the  rebel 
lieutenant  commanding;  the  artillery,  who  waa  vainly  endeavoring  to  discharge  hia 
piece  upon  our  advancing  column,  but  which  waa  wrested  ttom  mm  and  captured, 
together  with  six  horses,  which  haid  beeome  detached  ficom  the  piece,  and  witn  their 
dnveia  were  endeavoring  to  flee. 

Tkd  other  colunuiy  under  my  own  immediate  command,  moved  ficom 
Gore  Greek  at  midnight  on  the  2lBt,  and  at  daybreak  enooontered  the 
enemy's  pickets  about  1  mUe  from  their  intrenched  position  kt  Ckun 
Swamp.  The  column  moved  up  steadily  to  within  600  or  600  yards  of 
the  intrenohments  and  were  there  deployed — ^Ihe  Twen^-flfth  on  the 
extreme  right,  the  Fifth  on  the  extreme  left,  and  the  Forty-sixth  in 
support  of  the  artillery  in  the  center;  the  cavalry  were  placed  within 
supporting  distance  in  the  rear.  My  object  was  simply  to  attract  tlie 
attention  of  the  enemy  and  as  far  as  iK>ssible  to  keep  them  in  ignorance 
of  our  real  intention.  Accordingly  I  ordered  each  regiment  to  send  for- 
ward skirmishers  and  draw  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  keeping  themselves 
protected  as  much  as  possible.  Desultory  firing  was  thus  kept  up  for 
several  hours,  with  trifling  damage  to  ourselves  and  probably  to  the 
eoemy.  About  half  past  9  or  10  rwid  firing  was  heara  in  the  rear  <rf 
the  enemy.  Judging  that  Oolonel  tfones  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the 
desired  position,  I  moved  forward  the  Twenty-fifth  Massachusetts  on  the 
right  and  the  Fifth  Massachusetts  on  the  left,  and  ordered  them  to  be 

Separed,  if  necessary,  to  charge  the  intrenohments.  The  Foriy-sixth 
assachusetts  were  ordered  to  support  the  Twenty-fifth,  advancing 
&rther  to  the  fitont;  Colonel  Pickett,  commanding  Twen^-fifth,  pru- 
dently threw  forward  skirmishers  to  ascertain  if  the  works  were  aban- 
doned. The  skirmishers  reporting  that  the  enemy  had  left  their  first 
line  I  ordered  forward  the  regiments  rapidly  to  gather  up  the  fhiits  of 
the  victory.  On  entering  the  work  we  met  detachments  of  the  Twenty- 
seventh  Massachusetts  and  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  bringing  in  pris- 
oners, many  of  whom  they  had  captured  by  brilliantly  charging  them. 

Detached  squads  were  sent  into  the  swamps  to  hunt  out  and  capture 
those  of  the  enemy  who  were  there  concealed ;  many  prisoners  were 
taken  in  this  manner. 

The  force  of  the  enemy,  from  the  information  received  from  prisoners, 
appears  to  have  been  between  600  and  700.-  The  escape  of  so  many  was 
principally  owing  to  the  fact  that  the  detachment  of  the  Fifty-eighth 
nnnsylvftuia  sent  down  the  Dover  road  to  attack  directly  in  the  rear 
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roated  the  enemy  before  another  detachment  of  the  Twenty -aeTentA 
Massachusetts  had  reached  the  railroad  on  the  left. 

Ck)loDel  Jones,  as  soon  as  he  could  communicate  with  our  colomn,  or- 
dered forward  the  cavalry,  but  the  enemy,  before  the  cavalry  could 
overtake  them,  had  proceeded  too  fieir  to  be  cut  off. 

The  whole  force  remained  at  and  near  these  works  until  after  5  o'd.oek 
p.  m.,  many  of  the  men  employed  in  demolishing  the  works,  the  others 
being  allowed  to  rest.  At  this  time  our  pickets  were  attacked  by  artil- 
lery and  infantry  and  driven  in.  The  Twenty -seventh  and  Fifty-eighth, 
then  in  bivouac  on  the  other  side  of  the  creek,  joined  the  main  column, 
and  a  disposition  was  made  of  the  whole  force  to  resist  an  attack.  After 
opening  with  artillery  upon  the  enemy,  who  were  in  considerable  force 
on  the  railroad,  the  column  slowly  retired,  one  piece  of  Battery  H  being 
ill  tbe  rear  of  the  infantry  and  one  company  of  cavalry*  under  command 
of  Captain  Willson,  covering  the  rear  of  the  column.  The  enemy  closely 
followed  and  opened  with  artillery  upon  our  column,  fortonatdy  doing 
no  harm,  to  which  Lieutenant  Clark  replied  with  a  few  shots.  Another 
column,  apparently  of  considerable  strength,  moved  down  the  railroad 
on  the  right.  At  10  o'clock  p.  m.  we  crossed  Core  Greek  and  encamped 
for  tbe  night,  being  undisturbed  by  the  enemy.  A  little  after  daybreak 
on  the  morning  of  the  23d  the  enemy's  skirmishers  engaged  ours  at  the 
creek,  but  a  few  shell  from  our  artillery  silenced  their  skirmish  ^ing 
fdtogether. 

Colonel  Jones  had  previously  determined  to  move  his  command  in 
two  columns  from  Core  Creek,  the  one  on  the  Dover  road  to  Batchel- 
dor's  Creek  and  the  other  by  the  cross-roads  to  the  railroad  and  thence 
by  cars  to  New  Berne.  In  the  opinion  of  Colonel  Jones  the  enemy  were 
not  posted  in  any  very  considerable  strength  at  this  creek,  and  hence 
he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  vary  from  his  previous  plans.  Accord- 
ingly Colonel  Jones,  with  the  artillery,  cavalry,  and  Fifty-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania, guarding  the  prisoners  and  baggage  train,  mov^  leisurely 
down  the  Dover  road  to  Batphelder's  Creek  without  the  least  molesta- 
tion from  the  enemy.  The  main  column  (Lee's  brigade),  under  my  im- 
mediate command,  took  the  cross-road  leading  to  the  railroad,  distant 
some  3  miles.  Colonel  Pickett,  being  at  the  head,  sent  forwwrd  one 
company  as  an  advance  guard,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  railroad 
and  report  the  condition  of  things  there.  Jn  a  few  moments  messengers 
came  back  from  Lieutenant  Hunt,  Twenty-seventh  BegimeniL  who  had 
been  left  with  20  men  at  the  Core  Creek  railroad  bridge,  with  the  in- 
formation that  the  enemy  had  driven  in  his  pickets  and  that  three  reg- 
iments were  coming  down  the  railroad  track  with  the  very  evident 
intention  of  commanding  the  road,  or,  at  all  events,  of  attacking  our  left 
and  rear  before  we  could  reach  the  cars.  Jud^g  that  it  was  most 
wise  under  the  circumstances  to  avoid  a  collision  with  the  enemy,  inas- 
much as  a  victoiy  even  would  have  been  a  sacrifice  of  men  and  barren 
of  any  substantial  benefits,  and  the  more  certainly  to  prevent  their 
getting  between  our  column  and  the  cars,  then  in  waiting  in  the  vicinity 
of  White's  house,  on  consultation  with  Colonel  Pickett,  Twenty-fifth 
Massachusetts,  and  my  stafiT  officers.  Captain  Bartlett  and  Lieutenant 
Myrick,  I  determined  to  strike  in  a  diagonal  direction  through  the 
woods  to  the  left  and  thus  reach  the  cars  in  the  shortest  time.  Unfor- 
tunately we  were  obliged  to  pass  through  a  dense,  briery-tangled,  and 
dismal  swamp,  so  common  in  the  low  marshy  lanos  in  tiiis  part  of  the 
^untry.  Our  progress  was  thus  somewhat  delayed,  but  in  due  time 
the  whole  column  safely  crossed  and  took  the  cars  for  New  Beurne. 

The  subsequent  attack  by  the  enemy  at  Batchelder's  Creek  on  the 
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afternoon  of  the  23dj  which  resalted  in  the  death  of  Oolonel  Jonee,  not 
bdng  within  the  limits  or  against  the  forces  of  my  command,  I  have  no 
report  concerning  this  to  make.  Meet  of  the  commanders  who  have 
made  their  reports  to  me  nnite  with  their  commands  in  deploring  the 
loss  the  department  and  the  service  have  sustained  in  his  death.  As 
a  soldier  he  was  brave,  stoat  hearted,  and  untiring  in  his  efforts^  as  a 
man,  earnest,  magnanimoas,  honorable,  and  devoted  to  his  daty.  He 
was  never  appalled  by  danger  or  overcome  by  incapacitating  fear,  bat 
always  soaght  to  deal  heavy  and  sturdy  blows  against  the  enemies  of 
his  country. 

I  desire  to  mention  in  favorable  terms  the  forces  under  my  command. 
The  Twenty-seventh  and  Fifty-eighth  Begiments  are  deserving  of  praise 
for  the  patience  with  which  thev  bore  the  fatigues  of  the  night  march 
and  the  gallant  manner  in  which  they  charged  upon  and  captured  so 
many  of  the  enemy.  Lieutenan^Colonel  Lyman  speaks  in  approving 
terms  of  his  officers  and  men.  Lieuteuant  Colonel  Curtiss  specially 
mentions  Captain  Clay,  Company  K,  and  Lieutenant  Wells,  Company 
I,  for  their  energy,  skill,  and  gallantry.  I  commend  the  Twenty* fifth 
Massachusetts  tor  their  nigh  state  of  cUsdpline  and  for  the  promptness 
and  seal  which  they  displayed  on  all  occasions.  The  Fifth  and  Forty- 
sixth  Massachusetts  mani.teeted  great  enthusiasm  to  disthiguish  them- 
selves and  add  to  their  character  as  regiments;  had  serious  work  been 
required  of  them  I  have  no  doubt  they  would  have  done  it  with  spirit 
and  determination.  * 

I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  number  of  prisoners  and  the 
following  list  of  captured  property  as  the  fruits  of  the  expedition :  One 
hundred  and  sixty-five  prisoners,  ^  horses,  10  mules,  2  baggage  wagons. 
3  ambulances,  10  sets  sinsle  harness,  6  artillery  harness  (complete),  11 
saddles,  3  saddles  (artilfery),  9  bridles,  80  muskets,  80  sets  of  equip- 
ments, 11,000  rounds  of  ammunition,  1 12-pounder  howitsser  with  limber. 

I  have  the  honor  also  to  state  the  casualties  in  tabular  form : 


Wll  HffMlMlilUflf  >■ 

nthliMUkehiiMtto. 


Vth 


lath  H  ■MMlinttitto 

»d  KewYorkOftTaby 

M  New  TorkArtlltef7(Biittat7  H). 
Wth  PttauylTanlft 


Tatal. 


J 


8 

1 


subtly  wonndad.  MlMliig] 
■A  Goto  Creek. 


1  kiUed.  left  in  hande  of  enemy  il 
aiedorwoande,lUjS9i  l^bgUStf 
wounded  In  leg. 

SUghtly  woondei. 


I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  an  elegant  and  accurate  map  of  the  de- 
fenses at  Gum  Swamp,  drawn  by  Sergt.  Charles  Brigham,  Company  El, 
Fifth  Begiment  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  t 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

GEORGE  fl.  PEIB80F, 

Colonel^  Oamma/nding, 

lieut.  CoL  Southard  Hoffman,  Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral 

*  Medal  of  honor  swaid«9d  to  Sergt.  Andrew  S.  Bryant,  Company  A,  Forty-sizth 
MaMaehaMtts,  for  gallantry  in  this  action. 
t  Not  found. 
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No.  5. 
Bepart  of  OoL  Jo9iak  PidkeUj  IHoMly-X/U  ManadkuuUi  Jiffmlry. 

HDQRS.  TWBNTY-FIPTH  BeGT.  MASBAOHUBBTTS  YOIiEL, 

Camp  Oiti^,  New  Beme^  N.  0.,  JIfay  26^  1868. 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  sabmit  the  fbUowing  report  of  the  part  taken 
l^  the  Twenty-fifth  Begiment  MasBaehnsetts  YoliinteerB  in  the  late  ex- 
pedition to  Gnm  Creek : 

I  left  my  camp  in  this  dty  at  12.30  o^dook  on  the  morning  of  the 
2l8t.  My  orders  were  to  prooeed  to  Batcheldei^s  Greek  and  report  for 
orders  to  Colonel  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Yolan- 
teers.  I  reached  Batchelder's  Creek  a  littie  after  daylight  and  imme- 
diatdy  reported.  Having  some  hours  in  which  to  rest  my  men,  I  placed 
tiiem  in  the  woods  on  the  right  of  the  road  leading  to  the  camp  of  the 
Fifty-eighth  Begiment  Pennsylvania  Yolanteers.  At  about  3  p.  ro.  I 
plaoed  my  regiment  alxmrd  a  train  of  cars  in  waiting  and  moved  np 
the  railroad  about  8  miles  in  the  direction  of  Core  CSeek.  There  we 
disembarked  and  joined  the  other  regiments  of  the  Second  Brigade,  the 
Twenty-seventh  Massachusetts  Yolunteersand  the  Ilfth  Massachusetts 
Yolunteer  Militia.  We  then  marched  to  Core  Creek  and  bivouacked 
untU  11.30  o^dook. 

At  12  o^dock  we  took  up  the  line  of  march  for  Gum  Greek,  my  regi- 
ment in  the  advance.  After  crossing  the  bridge  at  CoreGre^  I  threw 
forward  Company  K,  Capt.  J.  Waldo  ]>enny  commanding,  as  an  ad- 
vance guard.  We  moved  on  quietly,  meeting  no  oppodtton  ftom  or 
seeing  any  signs  of  the  enemy  until  about  4  o^clod^  in  the  monung  of 
the  22d,  when  our  advance  guard  met  the  enemy's  pickets,  ezdianged 
shots  with  them,  and  drove  them  in.  Advancing  oautioudy,  we  were 
soon  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  enemy's  camp.  By  order  of  Colonel 
Peirson  I  filed  my  regiment  into  the  ftdd  to  the  right  of  the  road  and 
took  position  on  the  left  flank  of  the  enemy,  forming  line  of  battle.  I 
sent  out  Company  K,  Capt.  J.  Waldo  Denny,  and  Company  B,  Capt. 
Thomas  0^eil|  as  skirmishers  and  to  discover  and  report  the  podtion 
of  the  enemy.  Captains  Denny  and  CNdl  soon  sent  wcord  that  they 
were  within  sight  of  a  long  line  of  earthworks  and  had  exchanged  shots 
with  the  enemy.  I  instructed  them  to  engage  him  dosdy.  so  as  to  draw 
if  possible  his  attention  from  his  flanks  and  rear.  This  tney  succeeded 
in  doing  admirably.  Gur  skirmishers  exchanged  their  first  shots  with 
the  enemy  at  his  earthworks  at  about  6.30  o^dook.  At  10  o'clock  we 
heard  firing  in  the  rear  of  the  enemy,  which  indicated  the  approach  of 
Colonel  Jones  in  that  direction*  I  immediately  strengthened  my  line 
of  skirmishers  by  throwing  forward  Company  A,  Captain  Goodwin,  and 
moved  forward  my  regiment  in  line  of  battle.  Company  A  was  soon 
over  the  earthworks.  The  enemy,  outflanked  and  attacked  in  the  rear, 
had  fled  precipitately  to  the  woods  and  swamps,  and  I  had  the  pleasure 
in  a  few  moments  of  seeing  my  regimental  colors  plauted  ni>OD  their  in- 
treuchments.  At  5  p.  m.  the  enemy,  no  doubt  re-enforoed  ftom  Kinston, 
moved  down  the  railroad  and  commenced  shelling  the  woods. 

The  object  of  the  expedition  having  been  accomplished,  after  our 
artillery  had  thrown  a  few  shells  at  them,  we  took  up  the  line  of  march 
for  Core  Creek;  my  regiment,  with  Company  — ,  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  one  piece  of  artillery  from  Battery  — ,  Third  New  York 
Artillery,  formed  the  rear  guard.  The  enemy  followed  us,  occadonidly 
shelling  the  woods.    They,  however^  did  us  no  damage,  and  we  arrived 
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Bafely  at  Ooie  Oieek  at  about  10^  that  mg^L    We  liTOuacked  liere 
withoQt  fires  for  the  night 

At  6^  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  23d  we  took  np  the  line  of  march 
for  the  railroad;  there  to  take  the  cars  for  BatcheldeFs  Greek.  The  col- 
umn had  been  in  motion  bat  a  few  moments  when  the  enemy's  advance 
goard  fired  upon  onr  troops  from  the  other  side  of  the  creek.  Oar  artil- 
lery soon  dis|iened  them,  and,  being  in  the  advance,  I  threw  fon^'ard 
one  company'  as  advance  guard,  with  orders  to  proceed  to  the  railroad 
and  rep<nrt  Uie  condition  of  things  there.  In  a  few  moments  messengers 
came  in  with  information  that  the  enemy  had  driven  in  the  pickets  of 
the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  were  stationed  upon  the 
railroad,  and  that  they  were  moving  down  in  force  (three  regiments), 
with  the  very  evident  intention  of  striking  onr  left  flank  and  rear  before 
we  could  reach  the  cars.  In  order  to  prevent  this  movement,  which 
would  have  proved  very  disastrous  to  us,  by  order  of  Oolonel  Peirson 
I  filed  t^  h^EWl  of  the  column  to  the  left  into  the  woods,  intending  to 
run  parallel  with  the  railroad  for  some  distance  and  then  to  strike  it 
far  enough  down  as  to  enable  us  to  bring  our  whole  force  into  position 
and  give  them  battle.  The  head  of  the  column  struck  into  a  swamp, 
which  at  first  seemed  but  little  likely  to  impede  our  march,  but  ere  long 
it  became  almost  impenetrable  and  seemed  interminable;  without  guides 
and  in  endeavoring  to  reach  the  railroad,  we  lost  our  way.  FimEdly  a 
pocket-compass  was  obtained,  and  in  a  snort  time  we  struck  the  raU- 
road  some  distance  below  where  we  intended  to  and  about  2  miles  above 
Toscaiora  Depot.  Here  we  met  the  cars,  and  the  men  were  picked  np 
as  they  came  oat  of  the  woods,  and  without  any  fiirther  occurrence  A 
importance  were  conv^ed  to  New  Berne.  I  reached  my  camp  between 
3  and  4  p.  m.  Satorday,  the  23d.* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respectftiUy,  yours, 

J08IAH  PIOKBTT, 
Colonel^  Oomdg.  Twenty-Jiflk  Befft.  MasioekMsetif  VoU. 

Oapt.  OsoBOB  W.  Babtlbtt, 

A.  A.  A.  G.,  Second  Brig.y  Fir$t  JHv.j  KghtemUk  A.  0. 


No.  6. 


Report  of  OoL  8ila$  P.  Biehmandj  Third  MaeeaehmeetU  Ii^amirff^  Second 
Brigade^  F\flk  Division^  ofopera^ione  May  23. 

Hbqbs.  Thibd  MAseAonusETTs  VoLtmTBBu  Militia, 
Camp  Jourdan^  near  New  Beme^  N*  0.,  May  25, 1863. 

GOLOBBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  of  the 
jsovemeut  of  my  commaud  daring  the  late  disturbance  at  the  outposts: 

At  4  p.  m.  on  the  23d  instant  I  received  orders  to  have  my  command 
in  readiness  to  march  at  a  mementos  notice  with  60  rounds  of  ammu- 
nition. 

At  7  p.  m.  abont  200  rebel  prisoners  were  committed  to  my  charge, 
and  at  the  same  time  news  came  that  Colonel  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Penn- 
sylvania, was  killed  at  BatcUelder's  Greek,  and  that  his  regiment,  to- 
gether with  Lee's  brigade,  had  been  driven  in  with  some  loss. 

At  8  p.  m.  I  receiv^  orders  to  march  immediately^  I  did  so,  having 
written  instructions  to  govern  my  movements.    Being  obliged  to  leave 

*  Nominal  list  of  oasoalties  thowt  3  men  woondt^d  and  1  misting. 
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a  fftrong  guard  over  the  rebel  priaanera,  I  had  with  me  only  26  offieen 
and  453  men.  I  took  the  Nenee  road  and  prooeeded  to  a  pmnt  beyond 
its  intersection  with  the  railroad,  and  halted  in  a  convenient  position 
for  oommonication  with  onr  force  on  the  Neoee  road,  near  Batchelder's 
Greek,  and  also  with  onr  force  on  the  railroad  near  the  same  creek. 
We  there  rested  on  oar  arms  daring  the  remainder  of  the  night. 

Jast  after  daylight  on  the  24th,  by  order  of  Gtonenil  Palmer,  I  sent 
Company  A,  of  my  command,  forward  to  the  janction  of  the  Kease  and 
Washington  roads  to  snpport  a  section  of  Howell's  battery. 

At  9M  a.  m^  report  having  been  received  from  the  ontposts  that  the 
enemy  had  retired,  I  receivra  orden  to  retom  with  my  command  to 
camp  at  New  Berne,  leaving  the  ontposts  as  they  were.  The  day  was 
extremely  hot  and  the  roads  very  dnsty,  therefore  we  marched  very 
slowly.    Beached  camp  aboat  noon.    No  severe  casualties. 

Bespeotfally  sabmitted. 

8.  P.  RICHMOND, 
OoUmelj  Commanding  R^gimenL 

Col.  J.  JOURDAN, 

Oamdg.  Second  Brig.j  F^  lHv.y  EigkUmth  Afmg  Oarp$. 


HAT  81-JUVB  1,  1868.— Svaeoation  of  Wait  Mat,  Ya. 

Bepart  of  Brig.  Oen.  Oeorge  H,  Gordon^  U,  8.  Army,  with  itinerary  o/ki$ 

division^  May  ir^une  1. 

YoBKTOWN,  Vi..,  June  1,  1863. 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  saccessfol  removal  of  the 
force  ander  my  command  from  West  Point,  vrithout  the  loss  of  a  single 
man  or  the  abandonment  of  a  single  dollar's  worth  of  Ck>vemment 
property.  Aboat  7  p.  m.  this  evening,  jast  twenty -fonr  hoars  after  the 
movement  commenced,  I  removed  the  planking  of  the  wharf  and  sailed 
from  the  post. 

I  am,  sir,  years,  tmly, 

GEO.  H.  GORDON, 

Brigadier-OenermL 
M%jor-Genera1  Dix* 


Itinerary  of  the  Second  Division^  Fourth  Army  Oorpi^  May  4r^une  1.* 

May  4. — At  Suffolk,  Va.,  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Gordon  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  division  [formerly  Abercrombi^s]. 

May  5. — ^Broke  up  camp  and  moved  by  raU  to  Norfolk  the  same 
night. 

May  6. — Embarked  on  transports  for  Fort  Monroe. 

May  7. — Sailed  for  West  Pointy  and  on  arriving  there  immediately 
commenced  throwing  up  fortifications  for  defense,  consisting  of  a  line  of 
intrenchment  extending  from  the  Mattapony  to  the  Pamankey.  The 
Fortieth  Massachnsetts  was  thrown  out  to  the  front  on  picket  while 
the  rest  of  the  division  worked  constantly  and  well  on  the  intrench- 
ments.    Six  earthworks,  mounting  fifteen  guns,  and  having  embrasures 

*  Ftom  ^'Eeoord  of  Eyents''  on  Return  for  May,  1863. 
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for  twenty-six,  and  making  a  complete  oiide  of  fire,  were  thrown  np  and 
made  very  strong  by  dit<me6  and  abatis.  Parties  were  sent  ont  into 
the  sorroonding  oonntary,  who  destroyed  or  brought  away  large  quanti- 
ties of  grain,  seiised  horses,  mules,  baoon,  &o.,  and  great  numbers  of 
negroes  were  brought  in. 

Ma^  31,  Sundojf. — Oommenced  to  embark  I6r  Yorktown,  which  was 
oontixiued  without  interruption  fh>m  the  enemy  until  everything  was 
safely  on  board  of  the  transports  and  taken  to  Yorktown. 


OOBBEBPONDBNGB,  OHDBBSL  AND  BBTUBNB  BBLATINO 
SPECIALLY  TO  OPERATIONS  IN  KOBTH  OABOLINA  AND 
BOUTHEASTEBN  YIBOIKIA  FBOM  AUGUST  20,  1802,  TO 
JUNE  3^  1863. 


FOBT  MoNBOB,  Auguit  20, 1802—10  a.  m. 

M^f.  Gen.  B.  D.  Kbtbb, 

Oammamdmg  Fimrth  Carps  j  Tarktawny  Va. : 

Your  oorps  is  to  halt  at  Yorktown  until  ftirther  orders.  If  you  have 
passed  beyond  the  vicinity  of  that  plaoe  when  this  reaches  yon.  von  will 
at  once  return  to  Yorktown  and  there  await  ftirther  orders,  wnioh  may 
not  reach  you  for  some  days. 

GEO.  B.  MoOLBLLAN, 

Mtifar'OeiarmL 


HXADQUABTBBS  ABHT  OF  THB  POTOKAO, 

Fart  Monroe,  A^iguit  20, 1802. 
General  E.  D.  Ketbs, 

Oomwumdimg  Fourth  Army  Oorpiy  Torktoum : 

The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  remain  with  your  corps  in 
the  immediate  vicinity  of  Yorktown  until  fturther  orders.  You  will 
probably  remain  for  several  days. 

General  Heintzelman  was  directed  to  send  one  or  two  regiments  to 
occupy  Gloucester  Point;  as  Gtoeral  HeintBelman's  oorps  is  about  em- 
barl^ig  you  will  please  hold  that  Point  with  one  or  two  regiments  from 
your  command  until  you  embark. 

B.  B.MABOY, 


HBADQUABTBBS  ABMT  of  THB  POTOKi.0, 

Forirtu  MomroOj  August  21^  1802. 
lC%i.  Gen.  B.  D.  Kbtbs,  lorkUncn: 

Supplies  of  every  necessary  character  for  the  troops  can  be  obtained 
at  Yorictown.  There  is  no  necessity  for  any  officers  to  visit  Fortress 
Monroe  to  obtain  them. 

The  genraal  commanding  directs  that  you  confer  with  Lieut.  Ool.  B. 
S.  Alexander,  and  furnish  from  year  command  the  necessary  details  of 
working  parties  to  carry  oat  his  views  with  regard  to  the  defense  of 
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Toiktown.    The  general  oommanding  farther  diiecto  that  yoa  eend  a 
brigade  to  Wiliiamaburg  for  a  few  days  to  cover  this  work.    The  gen- 
eral desires  yoa  to  take  the  general  eommaad  and  control  of  the  opeia- 
tions. 
Bzhibil  this  to  General  Van  Alen. 

S.  B.  MABOY, 


HBADQUABTBB8  ABMT  OV  THB  POTOXAC, 

Fwrt  M&nroej  Fa.,  Augmt  21^  1862—1090  p.  m. 
l£%j.  G^.  E.  D.  Keybs, 

I  am  instracted  by  the  commandin|^  general  to  say  that,  owing  to  the 
great  emergency  which  exists  at  this  tmie,  it  is  necessary  that  yon  should 
nimish  working  parties  for  the  defenses  of  Yorktown  at  the  eariieet 
moment  that  tools  can  be  obtained. 

The  engineer  offtcer  in  charge  will  call  upon  yoa  when  the  details  aif 
reqoired. 

B.  B.  MABOY, 


HSADQUABTBBS  ABMY  OF  THB  POTOKi.0, 

Fart  Monrocj  Auguit  22, 1802—8  p.  m. 
l£%j.  Gen.  B.  D.  Keyxs,  TarkUntmj  Va.  : 

As  a  temporary  measare,  please  place  one  of  yoor  ft^d  batteries  Ip 
the  work  at  Gloucester  Point. 

Please  posh  the  work  laid  out  by  the  engineer  ofScers  with  the  atmost 
rapidity.  I  hope  to  have  new  troops  to  relieve  yonr  men  by  the  time 
transports  are  ready  for  yoor  corps.  Please  detail  some  of  yonr  artQ- 
lery  officers  and  non-commissioned  officers  to  instrnct  the  garrison  yoa 
found  under  General  Van  Alen  in  the  use  of  heavy  guns,  and  have  them 
prepare  tables  of  ranges,  &c.,  for  them.  I  trust  to  your  seal  and  activity 
in  this  very  trying  moment 

They  are  fighting  now  on  the  Bappahannodk.  A  geueral  engage- 
ment is  probably  going  on  now. 

GEO.  B.  MoOLBLLAK, 

Jfiyor-Oaiwal, 


HKABQUABTBBS  ABMT  OW  THB  POTOIUO, 

A^igmt  22,1862. 

Uai.  Gen.  B.  D.  Kbtss, 

Cammamding  Fourth  Army  Oarpg : 

The  duty  intrusted  to  your  corps,  while  it  is  no  doubt  disagreeable, 
is  of  the  utmost  imi>ortance.  1  fully  realize  how  severe  a  tax  it  is  upon 
men  who  have  fought  so  gallantly  and  worked  so  hard  as  your  corps  to 
require  them  now  to  go  upon  fatigue  duty.  I  feel  sure,  however,  that 
if  they  know  that  the  work  I  now  call  upon  them  to  perform  is  neces- 
sary tiiey  will  perfonn  it  cheerfully.    You  wUl  please  detail  as  large 
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working  parttos  as  the  tools  available  will  permit  to  perform  the  work 
laid  oat  by  the  engineer  offloers. 

It  is  a  matter  of  vital  importance  that  thedetaOs  should  be  ftamished 
and  the  work  done  in  the  shortest  possible  time. 

I  have  taken  all  the  necessary  steps  to  have  your  oommand  relieved 
l^  new  troops  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment. 

It  is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  work  required  should  be  pnshed 
with  the  utmost  vigor.  Ton  will  be  held  responsible  that  this  work 
is  pushed  with  all  the  rapidity  possible  with  the  means  at  your  com- 
mand, and  hold  your  command  in  readiness  to  move  at  Hie  shortest 
notice. 

If  yoa  Judge  it  necessary,  send  two  regiments  or  an  entire  brigade  of 
in&ntiy  to  Williamsburg  to  cover  your  operations. 

Please  push  as  fieur  as  possible  the  instruction  of  the  old  garrison  in 
heavy  arollery  practice,  and  give  me  in  ftill  your  views  as  to  the  best 
method  of  holding  Williamsburg  and  the  force  necessary  for  that  pur- 
pose. 

Send  a  couple  of  squadrons  of  cavaliy  to  Goucester  to  patrol  and  ex- 
amine tlie  country  on  the  left  bank  of  tiie  York. 

If  yon  think  it  advisable,  send  a  mudi  lugger  force  of  cavalry  there 
for  temporary  duty.  While  we  have  a  large  cavalry  force  compara- 
tively idle  it  may  be  well  to  occupy  a  large  pwtion  of  it  in  clearing  out 
the  eonntiy  on  that  side  of  the  York  River. 

If  you  tUnk  it  best  to  occupy  a  point  near  WilUamsburg  by  infimtiy, 
hold  Fort  Magmder  and  destroy  the  acQacent  works. 
Very  respectftillyy  your  obedient  servant, 

OBO.  B.  MoOLBLLAir, 
Mtifar'Omiemlj  OammamUmg. 


Fauiouth,  AuffUit  26, 1862. 

(Beoeived  2M  p.  m.) 

M%|or-General  Halliox: 

Please  inform  me  when  you  can  send  say  5,000  new  troops  to  Yoik- 
town.  If  they  can  be  supplied  within  three  days  can  order  forward 
Ooucb's  division,  now  at  Yorktown,  with  the  means  of  transportation 
at  our  disposal  Your  reply  involves  the  question  of  retaining  or  dis- 
charging several  large  transports,  for  which  we  are  paying  a  high  price. 
I  shall  be  glad  to  have  your  answer  at  once,  as  I  propose  returning 
shortly  to  Aquia  Greek,  to  proceed  thence  to  Alexandria. 

OBO.  B.  MoOLBLLAir, 


WAflmHOTOK,  Augutt  26, 1862. 

M%{or-Oeneral  MoOlellan,  Fdtmomfk : 

Five  thousand  new  troops  can  be  sent  to  Yorktown  as  soon  as  you 
can  spare  transports  for  that  purpose.  They  can  be  embarked  at  Alex- 
andila. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

OMMrol-ia-OMtff. 
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Katt  Depabtkbrt, 

A^igmt  29, 1802. 

Hon.  E.  M.  SxAirron. 

Seeretarjf  oj  Yfw  : 

Sib  :  The  large  naval  force  in  the  James  Biver  being  no  longer  re- 
qnired  there,  directions  are  abont  being  given  to  send  the  vessels  to 
other  points,  where  their  presence  is  most  essentiaL 

If  Newport  News  is  to  be  held  by  the  Army  I  lespectfhlly  suggest 
that  half  a  dozen  200poander  rifled  Parrott  gons  be  mounted  there  as 
a  means  to  assist  in  keeping  blockaded  the  iron-dad  vessels  now  build- 
ing at  Bic^mond. 

Very  respeotftdly, 

OmSON  WELLBS. 


Ahttradfinm  JTontiUy  JSetam  of  the  DeoartmrnU  ^  FMate  {fimmiSk  Afwi§  Co¥f9\ 
Mqf.  um.  John  A,  Dix  wmmamdi»§f  for  the  wkomtk  ^  Amgmti,  166S  (hmiqmmrkn 
JW<  ifonrot,  Fa.). 


Heftdqnarten,  Hi^Gcb.  J«lai  ADlz. 


IVifrt  IfioBroe,  MaA.  Joteph  Boberto. 
Camp  HamUton.  Brix.  Gen. 


^  _  W.Wetielto. 

Vewport  Vewa^M^  Beaben  V. 

VIeto. 


If  oiftQc,  Brig.  Q«n.  IBgbert  L.  VI 
Soflblk,  Brig.  Oen.  J.  K.  F.  MaatA 


Total 


floarth  Amj  Corp^  Mi^  0«iL 

Williaai«inirg.va 

WflUamslrarg,  Va 

Yorktofwii,Ya 

Yorktow]i,Va     

OkoMBter  Point,  Va 


iw  D.Ka|faa. 


17 


U 

109 


Total. 


Won  Wool,  Capt  Ira  WtBaaa,  dstaohaMBt  Vtaoty-alBtk 
Kew  York  voluntoen. 


SowoU't  Point  Civt  John  O.  Loo, 
nfaitii  Vow  York  VnlnntefWi. 


Hlnolyr* 


U7 

S9 
4 


8 

1 


i 


4,881 


«,894 


1,041 


18 


466 


8,061 
6,708 


11,188 


18 


i;8l6 


8,861 
7,178 


18 


81 
8,808 
4*8W 


14,860      8^458 


i 
i 


t 


8 
8 


8,8841  i;88S 
860  781 
104  I       110 


10 
1,687 


5^480 
808 
188 


6^848 


11^818 


7. 


1,887 
i,'786 


8,088 
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Trotps  in  the  Department  of  Virginia^  oamnutnded  by  Maj,  Gen.  John  A, 

JHx,  August  31, 1862. 


rOMT  UOKBOE,  YA, 

ICiO*  JOBKPH  BoBBRTS,  Foarth  U.  8.  Artil- 
lery, oonmuuiding. 

Deteohment  ReciUan. 

Detaohment  99ui  New  York  Infimtry. 

Bfttteriee  Wis.  Light  ArtUleiy(2dand4th). 

CAMP  HAXlLfOW,  YA, 

Brig.  Gen.  HBmnr  W.  WsasBUJi  com- 

manding. 

wovwra  abmt  oobpb. 

8M  NewToric 

90th  New  Tork. 

66th  Pennaylyanla. 
101st  Fenn^ylTania. 
109d  PamisjlTaiiiA. 

MVailTH  ABMT  CORPS. 

11th  PfiimnrlTaiiia  Cayalry,  Compftiiy  C. 
5th  Ifanrland. 
7th  Battety  New  York  Light  AztiUery. 

WMWPOMT  IfMWa,  YA. 

Mmj.  Rbubbn  Y.  Kino,  Eighty-fllth  New 
York,  oommanding. 

8&th  New  York. 

11th  PtoimsylTaiiia  CftTalry,  Company  M. 

NOBWOLK,  YA. 

Brig.  Gen.  Eobbbt  L.  Yiblb  oommanding. 

Detachment  Ist  New  York  Moonted  Bijfles. 
99th  New  York  (0  companies). 
58th  PennsylTsnia. 
19th  Wisconsin. 
4th  U.  &  ArtlUery,  Batteiry  D. 


SUFFOLK,  YA. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  Mabbfibld  ooni> 
manding. 

0BVBNTH  ABMT  OOBFS. 

Brig.  Gen.  Max  Wxbbb. 

1st  Delawara. 

3d  New  York. 

4th  New  Yoik. 
13th  New  York. 
25th  New  York. 

SBYBMTH  ABMT  OOBTS. 

1st  New  York  Mounted  Bifles. 
11th  Ptonaylvania  Cavalry. 
4th  IT.  8.  Artillery,  Battery  L. 


lOUBTH  ABMT 

Brig.  Gen.QBBiaa. 

30thIUinoli. 
13th  Indiana. 
Oad  Ohio. 
OTthOhio. 


FOSr  WOO&i 
Capt.  Ira  Wixahs 
Detaohment  99th  New  Yoik. 

aawMU/a  Pom. 

Capt.  John  C.  Lbb  ooaunanding. 
Detaohment  9Bth  New  Yo^ 


FOUBTH  ABMY  COBPa 
Mi^.  Gen.  Ebabmus  D.  Kbtbb  commanding. 


TOMKfOWW,  YA. 

lOUJt'lU  abkt  oobm. 

atoottd  JMvMoa. 

im.  Qeo*  JOBV  J.  Pbok  commanding. 

UVJBMTU  ABMT  OOBPB. 

Brig.  Gen.  Jambs  H.  Yah  Audt  oomdg. 

Bidependent  Battalion  New  York  Yols. 
Detachment  4th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 
7th  Battery  Massaohoaetts  Light  Artillery. 
Detachmoot  1st  New  York  ArtiUeiy. 


wihiad  wmvmu,  ta. 


3d  Battalion  eth  New  Yotk  GavBhy. 
5th  Pennsylvania  Cavaliy. 
Bes^rved  artillery. 


BLOVaBBTWM  FOIFT,  YA. 

Mi^.  J.  Watts  Db  Pbtbibb  commaod- 

ing. 

Battery  New  York  Artillecy  (Fonrth  Armj 
Oorpa). 
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■Ml  ^  Kortk  Ctnii 
\t  nimtl  of  Anfftti,  |i 


M.  T.  O,  t 

TotiuMen,  Urat  CoL  B.  a  Pi 
tiTolBiiMat^"     -   ~  ■  -    - 


}      M      l,Ui|    LMi 


u>    ^ni{  ^«t 


1!1: 
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WASHmoTOlt.  D.  0.,  a^Umbar  2, 188S. 
U^Jor-Oenenl  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  great  daDger  of  WaahingtCHi  randen  It  neoeasai;  ttiRt  the  re- 
mainder of  Keyu*  oorpa  be  Bent  here  as  r^>idly  as  pouible ;  at  least  all 
<rf  it  that  yoa  can  spare. 

liie  entile  army  of  the  enemy  ia  be£»e  na,  and  the  fighting  has  been 
dailf  for  a  week  with  varying  remits. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 


Hkadquabtsbs  Fodstb  Corpb, 

Torktown,  To.,  Stptmber  3, 1862. 
Btig.  Gen.  8.  Wtlliawb, 

jl^NteKt-Osiwral,  Army  o/tke  Polowuu: 
8lB :  I  have  the  honor  to  inoloee  herewith  the  proceedings  of  a  boaid 
of  offloers  convened  at  this  place  by  n^  orders  to  ezatnitie  and  report 
apon  the  condition  of  the  defenses  of  Yorttown  and  what  Is  necessary 
to  place  them  on  a  proper  footing. 

In  regard  to  the  force  necessary  the  -report  of  the  board  corresponds 
pretty  nearly  with  my  letter  of  27th  ultimo*  on  the  same  snl^Ject.  It 
woold  be  well  to  place  three  ganboats  In  York  Biver ;  one  or  two  shonld 
be  kept  moving  continually,  otherwise  this  fine  river  will  be  greatly 
need  n>r  the  comfort  of  the  enemy,  and  perhaps  ft>r  our  annoyance. 
I  remain,  respeotftally,  yoor  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  EEYE8, 
Mi^-€ft»«ral,  Oommamding  ^mrUt  Ooifa. 

*Ho4  frand. 
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OvmBAi.  Omdmus,  i  UMADqvABTmaa  Fourth  Corps, 

No.  86.  $  Torktown,  Augn$t  89, 1862. 

A  board  of  offieeip,  to  be  oompoMd  of  lU.  Qen.  Jobn  J.  Peek,  Brig.  0«ii.  William 
H.  EmoTj,  CoL  John  C.  Dodge,  Viltv-sooona  Feonsylvania  Volantaen,  will  oonTOiie 
at  Torktown  to-moRow  morning  at  10  o*olook. 

The  board  wiU  examine  and  report  upon  the  preeent  armament  of  Yorktown,  its 
eonditiony  and  the  amoant  and  oonoition  of  the  ammunition  on  hand ;  the  present  atate 
of  the  ramparte,  magatines,  and  other  appliances.  The  board  will  alao  si  ve  an  opinion 
aa  to  what  ia  neoeesary.  in  addition  to  the  meant  on  hand,  to  plaoe  xorktown  In  a 
■nitabla  eonditlon  for  defenae. 

By  Older  of  Major-General  Keyea: 

OSWALD  JACKSON, 

YOBXTOWN,  VA.,  Auguit  dO,  1802. 

Hie  board  met  pursuant  to  the  foregoing  order,  all  the  members 
named  being  present,  and  a^jojomed  to  make  the  examination  prelimi- 
nary to  the  following  report : 

ToBXTOWN,  Ya.,  AmguMt  31, 1862. 

The  board  report  the  oondition  of  the  armament  is  as  follows : 
There  are  forty-two  sarrison  pieces  of  Tariooa  caliber  in  position  at 
Torktown ;  none  at  OTonoester  Point.  Most  of  these  pieces  are  ontof 
adjustment  from  the  settling  of  the  earth  and  warpinff  of  the  platforms 
and  other  wood- work  connected  with  the  monntiug  of  the  pieces,  so  as 
to  make  it  difficoli  and  in  some  oases  wholly  impracticable  to  work 
them* 

Cfih€  ammwuUion. 

Ineloeed  is  a  list  of  the  ammunition,  which  is  wholly  insoffleieat  and 
not  well  assorted. 

The  pretmi  HmU  of  ike  rampart»  ai  Torkttnom. 

The  extent  of  the  coYcring  line,  independent  of  the  shore  line,  is  about 
1  mile.  The  interior  revetment  is  good.  The  exterior  ditch  and  ex- 
terior foce  of  the  work  is  in  many  places  |9o  mnch  washed  away  and  de- 
fiiced  as  to  form  but  litUe  impediment  to  an  assaulting  column.  The 
whole  ditch  and  the  ramparts,  exterior  and  interior,  and  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  indosure  of  the  work  is  overgrown  with  noxious  weeds, 
and  the  earth  is  saturated  with  human  faces  and  decaying  animal 
matter. 

The  oandtHon  of  ike  magoMiiMi. 

AH  except  two  are  damp  and  unfit  for  use. 

Tke  eofUrtor  lme$  (md\ifproa€ke$. 

Two  divisions.  Peck's  and  Conch's,  were  left  here  to  level  the  ap- 
proaches and  exterior  works  commanding  this  fort  and  cut  down  the 
forest.  Before  doing  anything  of  any  consequence  ( working  a  thousand 
shovels  and  picks  one  day  and  a  half),  two  brigades  of  Peck's  division 
and  the  whole  of  Couch's  division  were  ordered  away,  and  the  mass  of 
the  work  yet  to  be  done  in  the  removal  of  these  obstacles  to  a  proper 
defense  of  Yorktown  cannot  be  better  described  than  by  stating  the 
number  of  days'  labor  it  would  take.    The  numbar  of  troops  here  is  as 
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follows :  i  iye  regiments,  First  Brigade.  Second  Division,  1,900 ;  Inde- 
pendent  Battalion,  500 ;  and  there  are  250  negro  laborers.  From  this 
force  mnst  neoessarilj  be  deducted  the  old  and  new  guards,  250  meoj^aad 
the  regiment  detailed  to  man  the  guns,  370  men,  leaving  a  total  of  2,000 
men  to  work,  if  unmolested  by  the  enemy ;  and  it  is  estimated  that  it 
will  take  this  force  thirty  days  to  accomplish  the  work  of  destrc^ying 
the  approaches  and  restoring  the  slopes  and  ditches  of  the  work  itself 
These  estimates  are  independent  of  the  work  at  Gloucester  Point,  wheie 
two  regiments  of  the  First"  Brigade  aie  stationed  and  where  the  picket 
and  fatigue  dut^^  is  suifieient  to  occupy  their  attemtioiL 

0/ftkai  it  HMfltfOff. 

The  plan  of  the  board  of  engineers,  a  copy  of  which  is  in  possession 
of  M%|or-Gen6ral  Peck,  a  member  of  this  board,  and  which  has  been 
approved  by  General  MoClellan  and  herewith  submitted,  contains,  in 
Uie  opinion  of  the  board,  all  the  suggestions  necessary  to  place  York- 
town  in  a  state  of  defense.  But  in  Uie  opinion  of  the  board  the  force 
now  left  here  is  wholly  inadequate  to  accomplish  this  work  within  the 
time  when  the  enemy  is  likely  to  attack  this  wo^,  if  it  is  attacked  at 
aU;  and  of  the  armament  suggested  in  that  plan  of  defense,  none  has 
been  sent 

The  board  recommend  that  armament  be  at  once  sent,  and  urgently 
recommend  that  an  ordnance  officer  be  sent  to  mount  uiat  armament 
and  direct  the  rea^Jostment  of  the  pieces  now  here. 

The  board  is  of  the  opinion  that  when  the  work  is  in  a  state  of  defense 
contemplated  by  the  engineers,  the  gurison  necessary  to  hold  it  and  the 
approadies  should  consist  of  one  regiment  of  caval^.  one  regiment  of 
artaiery,  and  4,000  infentxy,  if  of  old  troops;  if  of  new  levies,  ftom  0,000 
to  8.000  infJEUitry. 

Tnere  is  at  present  but  one  gunboat  at  this  place.  In  the  opinion  of 
the  board  two  more  are  necessary — oneoneaohof  theftanksof  tibiework, 
and  the  tiiird  to  pass  up  and  down  the  river  and  break  up  the  trade  be- 
tween Richmond  and  the  rich  counties  of  Gloucester  and  Matthews,  on 
the  eastern  side  of  the  river. 

In  this  connection  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  height  and  abruptness 
of  the  bank  of  the  river  at  Yorktown  will  diminish  the  aid  that  might 
otherwise  be  expected  from  their  co-operation  in  the  defense  of  the 
work. 

There  is  with  the  garrison  at  Gloucester  Point  a  field  battery  of  four 
pieces,  and  in  this  fort  two  field  batteries  of  four  guns  each,  but  it  is  not 
known  whether  Uie  two  batteries  atthis  place  are  a  part  of  the  garrison. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

MafoT'OtnemL 
W.  H.  BMOBY, 

Brigadter-Om^erdL 
JOHN  C.  DODGB,  Jr., 
Ookmd  Fytif-Meond  PrnMsyloania  VolwUeart. 

Hbadquabtebs  Fourth  Corps, 

larktawn^  September  3, 1862. 

The  proceedings  of  the  board  of  which  Mf\jor-General  Peck  is  presi* 
dent  are  approv^.    The  board  is  dissolved. 

E.  D.  EEYBS, 
MaSor-GenerdL  Oommanding  Fourth  Oorp», 
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The  report  of  the  board  of  officers  seems  to  be  based  npon  the  idea 
that  Yorktown  may  be  attacked  by  a  very  large  force,  and  conseqaently 
recommends  additional  armament  and  mnch  engineering  work. 

With  my  limited  knowledge  of  Torktown  I  of  coarse  do  not  know 
exactly  what  is  most  expedient  to  be  done ;  bat  it  strikes  me  that  the 
forty-two  pieces  of  artillery  now  Uiere,  and  a  garrison  increased  by  new 
troops  to  bring  it  np  to  one  regiment  of  artillery,  one  regiment  of  cav- 
alry, and  three  of  infantry,  in  all  aboat  4,000  men,  are  aU-safficlent  for 
any  probable  attack. 

An  ordnance  officer  shonld  be  sent  to  Torktown  to  unspike  guns. 
adjust  platforms,  and  overhaul  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores,  and  Gen- 
eral Keyes  should  be  directed  to  apply  his  whole  available  force  to 
leveling  the  exterior  works  and  approaches  and  repairing  the  defenses 
as  saggeeted  by  the  board  of  engineers  which  examined  the  works. 

An  additional  gunboat  for  patroling  York  River,  and  in  case  of  at- 
tack in  oo-operating  in  the  defense  of  Yorktown,  would  be  desirable. 

G.  W.  OULLUM, 

[Slb-tBrtMWt.) 


&lneh  oolamUads 
38-poiuider  guns. . . 
42-poiinder  gnn . . . . 
S4-poimder 


!4.poimaer  goiiA 

9-moh  Danignn  Nftvy  gont. 

7-iiiGh  NavylioiritMn 

8-iDch  aiege  howitccr 

8-faioh  mortsr  (fpiked) 

68-poimder  lifle  gaa  (spiked) 
lO-mohgim 


Powder  (bttmli) 1410 

S-ineh  esrtiidgee 400 

38-poiinder  earaidgei 960 

M-poander  ovtridgee 160 

IS-poander  cartridoee 160 

6-moh  flhelle  filled  hi  magariwe 900 

S-inoh  ehells,  to  be  filled 900 

8-ineh  ehelli^  ImmI 681 

lO-inch  eheUa,  ImmI 36 

lO-ineh  shells,  sood 76 

99-poiiDder  sheDsy  bad 196 

49-poimder  shells,  bad 99 

9-uieh  Dahlgren,  good 00 

94-poaiider  sneUs,  bad 300 

19-poiinder  shellsL  bad ......•• 90 

lOO-poander  rifle  snellsy  bad 94 

94-poimder  grape 90 

39-poiiBder  gnme 70 

3S-poimder  eanlster 100 

39-poiinder  shot 121 

S-tacbshot 942 

S-inch  grape 918 

lO-inoh  Bliot 16 

94-poonder  shot 196 

<l-poimder  canister 8 
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Wab  Dbpabthxht, 

WashingtOHj  September  3, 1862. 

M%i.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fart  Monroe^  Va, : 

If  last  divlBiou  of  General  Keyes'  ooipa  has  not  commeuced  to  em 
bark  Buspend  the  order  till  I  can  send  new  troops  to  replace  them. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General  in-  Chief. 


Fort  Monrob,  Va., 

September  ^^.  1862—2  p.  m. 
]lAiy..GeD.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Oeneral^n-Ckief: 

AverelPs  brigade  of  cavalry  was  embarking  when  I  received  your 
dispatch  of  last  evening.  The  embarkation  idll  be  completed  to  day 
and  to-morrow.  I  will  send  yon  a  detailed  acoonnt  of  the  entire  force 
on  the  Peninsula  and  at  Norfolk  and  Soffolk  to-monow.  Your  dispatch 
of  tJiis  morning  is  received. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Oeierdk 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt, 
WasMngtan^  Sq^tember  3, 1862. 

M%|or-G^eral  Dix,  Fort  Manroey  Va. : 

As  the  embarkiitlon  has  commenced,  my  dispatch  of  this  morning 
will  be  of  no  effect  I  will  send  yon  frei^  troops  as  soon  as  possible  to 
replace  those  sent  up  here. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 


Hbadquabtbbb  Sbybiith  Ajunr  Oobps, 

Fort  Manroej  Fo^  Bi^^tember  4, 1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton. 

Secretary  of  War : 

8iB :  Immediately  after  I  was  placed  in  command  of  the  troops  at 
this  post  and  in  the  vicinity  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Gk>vemment 
to  the  destitnte  condition  of  the  20,000  people  of  Norfolk,  arising  ftom 
the  interruption  of  their  commercisu  intercoorse  while  the  rebels  were 
in  possession  of  the  city,  and  the  system  of  exclusion  which  was  adopted 
after  it  was  captured  by  us  and  which  I  found  in  force.  I  recom- 
mended a  total  changi^  of  regimen  on  grounds  of  humanity  as  well  as 
policy.  I  thought  it  due  to  ourselves  as  generous  conquerors  to  put 
an  end  to  the  restrictions,  which  under  the  insurgents  were  a  matter  of 
constraint  but  which  we  continued  as  a  matter  of  choice,  and  to  afford 
a  free  ingress  to  the  necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  of  which  the  in> 
habitants  were  in  extreme  need.  My  recommendations  were  adopted 
only  to  a  limited  extent.  Eight  vessels  were  permitted  by  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury  to  proceed  there  with  cargoes.  Nearly  three  months 
have  elapsed,  and  the  x>eoplo  are  even  more  destitute  than  they  were 
when  they  came  under  our  dominion.  The  suspension  of  business  to  a 
great  extent  necessarily  compels  them  to  live  on  what  they  have  saved 
instead  of  their  daily  earnings,  which  are  for  tJie  most  part  ca^  off,  and 
they  are  constantly  becoming  by  the  consumption  of  their  sayings  less 
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able  to  pay  bieh  prioes.  Besides,  the  non-interooiiise  wi  are  keeping 
up  has,  by'excmding  snppres,  rendered  the  dty  entirely  destitate  of 
many  of  the  essential  articles  of  sabsistence;  they  are  not  to  be  had 
at  any  price.  This  infiiotion,  and  it  is  a  serions  one,  fidls  on  the  loyal 
as  well  as  the  disloyal,  and  it  is  certainly  not  calcolated  to  add  to  the 
number  of  onr  friends  or  diminish  the  naiober  of  oar  enemies.  I  ad- 
vised a  liberal  treatment  for  all,  punishing  where  any  open  hostility  to 
the  Oovemment  was  shown. 

I  do  not  understand  that  this  view  of  the  subject  was  disapproved  by 
tue  Government;  butfh)m  a  communication  recently  received  from  the 
Treasury  Department  a  difficulty  is  supposed  to  exist  in  the  fi»ct  that 
Norfolk  is  within  the  section  of  the  country  affected  by  the  blockade. 

It  is  respectfhlly  suggested  that  since  the  capture  and  occupation  of 
Norfolk  by  the  milituy  forces  of  the  United  States  the  principles  of 
publio  law  applicable  to  blockaded  ports  are  no  longer  in  force  there. 
It  is  not  a  case  of  complete  conquest,  in  which  we  must  look  to  our 
Gonstitatiou  and  laws  for  the  authority  which  we  exercise,  but  it  is  a 
case  in  which  the  place  is  held  by  the  right  of  military  occupation,  in 
which  we  are  exerdsing  the  powers  given  by  the  laws  of  war,  and  in 
which  we  may  farther  accord  to  the  inhabitants  privileges  not  strictly 
conferred  by  those  laws.  Bear- Admiral  Goldslmough,  who  lies  in  the 
harbor  in  the  Minnesota,  is  not  there  to  enforce  the  blockade,  but  to 
enforce  the  militiuy  occupation. 

That  this  is  the  view  taken  by  the  Government  I  cannot  doubt,  for 
certainly  the  right  to  grant  the  permits  given  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury  to  introduce  eight  cargoes  of  merchandise  for  genenu  traffic 
is  not  to  be  found  in  the  laws  of  blockade,  which  imply  a  naval  force 
on  the  part  of  one  belUgerent  and  a  dosed  port  on  the  part  of  another. 
I  do  not  overlook  the  fBuct  that  Norfolk  is  a  recovered  possession,  and 
that  we  hold  it  theoretically  to  be  now,  and  always  to  have  been,  a  part 
of  the  United  States.  But  we  do  not  act  on  this  assumption,  for  if  we 
^d  we  should  extend  our  civil  jurisdiction  over  it  and  set  in  motion 
the  customary  machinery  of  administration.  On  the  contrary,  we  gov- 
ern it  by  military  force  and  treat  it  for  aU  practical  purposes  as  a 
conquest. 

Under  the  rule  of  military  ocoupatioin,  therefore^  we  may,  without  being 
questioned  by  neutrals,  admit  any  intercourse  with  our  own  citizens,  ox 
any  portion  of  them,  essential  to  the  maintenance  of  our  authority  or 
to  the  preservation  and  comfortable  support  of  those  whom  we  have 
subjected  by  onr  power.  It  is  on  this  principle,  I  suppose,  that  the 
limited  right  to  trade  has  been  conforred  in  a  fow  instances  on  partic- 
ular individuals. 

I  beg  leave  flirther  to  suggest  whether  pennits  of  this  description, 
granted  to  afford  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  or  district  thus  sub- 
jected and  held  by  force  the  means  of  subsistence,  should  not  be  given 
by  the  military  commander:  whether  they  can  with  propriety  come 
from  the  Secretary  of  the  Ireasnry,  who  is  at  the  head  of  a  civil  de- 
partment and  whose  functions  in  respect  to  revenue  and  commerce  are 
wholly  inapplicable  to  conquered  territories  governed  by  the  laws  of 
war.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  other  fhnction  is  incident  to  the  right  of 
military  occupation  and  not  to  bo  defended  on  any  other  grounds. 

Should  this  view  of  the  subject  be  concurred  in  I  respectfully  request 
that  I  may  be  authorized  to  grant  permits  to  vessels  to  go  to  Norfolk 
with  such  supplies  as  I  deem  indispensable  to  save  the  inhabitants  from 
BufTering  by  hunger  and  cold,  and  that  Bear- Admiral  Goldsborough  be 
directed  to  respect  the  lermits  thus  granted  by  me. 
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In  regard  to  the  jostice  of  thiB  measure  there  aie  wmMiantixniBf 
already  briefly  allnded  to,  which  address  themseLyes  to  us  with  great 
force.  The  people  of  Norfolk  are  oat  off  by  our  oocapation  of  the  place 
fh>m  their  former  sources  of  supplies.  We  have  sorroanded  them  by  a 
chaL  a  of  sentinds  and  have  interdicted  trade  with  the  insurgent  States 
from  which  they  conld  always  draw  at  some  price  the  necessaries  they 
needed.  They  are  in  worse  condition  in  this  resiMCt  now  than  they  were 
under  the  Confederates;  and  it  is  submitted  whether,  on  every  prin- 
ciple of  justice  to  them  and  to  ourselves,  we  should  not  allow  them  the 
privilege  of  obtaining  what  they  need  from  the  loyal  portions  of  the 
Union.  It  seems  to  me  that  we  are  bound  todo  this  or  to  let  them  pass 
through  our  Imes  into  the  insurgent  States. 

The  inclosed  letter  ftom  Brigadier-General  Yiele,  the  military  gov- 
ernor of  Norfolk,  states  the  case  with  great  brevity  and  force,  and  I 
commend  it  to  the  attention  of  the  Government. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Norfolk,  Ya.,  Beptmber  2, 1802. 
M^jor-General  Dix, 

Comfntmding,  dic,^  Fori  Mfmroe : 

Gbnebal  :  There  are  two  questions  connected  with  the  administra- 
tion  of  affairs  in  this  city  and  Portsmouth  which  have  become  a  source 
of  embarrassment  to  me.  The  one  is  the  procurement  of  supplies  for 
those  who  have  the  means,  and  the  other  die  supplying  of  those  who 
have  not  the  means. 

We  are,  in  point  of  fact,  holding  here  in  custody  about  20,000  people; 
we  must  either  let  them  feed  themselves  or  we  must  feed  them. 

The  opening  of  the  port  for  a  restricted  trade  seems  to  me  to  be  a 
measure  of  necessity  to  save  the  Government  fh>m  great  annoyance. 
Food  must  be  allowed  to  come  in  or  the  people  will  starve.  If  food  is 
allowed  to  come  in  the  products  of  the  surrounding  conntiy  must  be 
allowed  to  go  out  to  pay  for  it.  Again,  there  is  a  large  class  of  persons 
here  who  have  no  means  whatever  to  purchase  fora  if  it  were  here; 
these  are  mostly  willing  to  go  away  to  the  neighboring  counties  and  to 
North  Carolina  if  allowed  to  do  so.  They  are  helpless  women  and 
children,  who  are  begging  daily  at  my  heckdquarters  for  food.  Those 
who  are  too  poor  to  go  or  who  have  no  Mends  may  be  supported  by 
levying  contributions  upon  those  who  have  the  means. 

I  have  always  considered  that  the  only  point  to  be  attained  here  was 
perfect  tranquillity.    This  has  been  secured  so  flEU*;  in  order  to  continue 
it  the  steps  I  have  referred  to  appear  to  be  necessary. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

EGBEBT  L.  YIELE, 

Brigadier-  €meral. 


FOBT  MONBOE,  YA., 

September  5, 1862—2  p.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok: 

The  whole  efficient  force  in  the  Department  of  Yirginia  is  about 
18,000,  distributed  as  follows:  Suffolk,  5,300;  Norfolk,  2,300;  Newport 
News,  100;  Hampton,  2,300;  Camp  Hamilton,  900;  Fort  Monroe,  600; 
Yorktown,  5,100 ;  Williamsburg,  1,300.    The  different  corps  of  which 
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this  fjroe  Ib  composed  have  about  3,000  absent.  Sick  not  inolnded  in 
the  above  statement.  A  small  regiment  has  been  transferred  to  New- 
port News  firom  Hampton,  not  allbcting  the  aggFM;ate. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€ior'Qm&reL 


F6RT  Monroe,  Skpkmbtr  5, 1802—4  p.  m. 

M%ior-Cieneral  Haulbok: 

Major-Oeneral  Keyes  is  very  desirous  of  leaving  Yorktown  with  his 
reserve  artillery  to  resume  the  command  of  Couch's  division,  and  is 
willing  to  take  and  train  another  division  ftom  the  new  forces  now 
coming  into  the  field.  I  should  be  very  glad  to  retain  him,  but  cheer- 
fully consent  to  the  arrangement  if  it  meets  with  your  approval,  as  it 
wiU  obviate  the  necessity  of  sending  new  troops  here  and  enable  me  to 
retain  Ms^jor-General  Peck,  a  very  good  officer,  and  his  division,  wldch 
is  well  trained,  and  of  which  two  brigades.  Ferry's  and  WesseUs',  have 
been  already  incorporated  with  the  forces  nere  and  at  Suffolk.  G^eral 
Reyes  informs  me  that  he  trained  Oouch's  division  and  is  quite  willing 
to  train  another.  His  reserve  artillery  can  be  spared  if  I  can  ke^ 
Peck's  division. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Privatb.]  Sufvolk,  Ya^  BtfitmAmr  fi,  IMS. 

M%jor-G«neral  Haujbok, 

Oimmanding  iirmy,  WaMm0(m  OU19 : 

General  :  A  deserter,  on  whom  I  can  rely,  says  there  are  but  about 
15,000  men  at  Richmond.  The  brigades  of  Genenus  Bansom  and  MaffUn 
are  stationed  below  Richmond,  opposite  Fort  Darling. 

There  is  a  brigade  at  Petersburg.  The  Merrimac  No.  2  ^Richmond) 
is  about  finished  and  has  her  bow  gun  in.  She  is  commanaed  by  Gap- 
tain  Pegram,  and  her  crew  are  from  the  old  Merrimac.  She  draws 
11  feet  of  water,  and  has  a  double  sheathing  of  iron,  separated  by  a 
course  <Mr  timber.  The  iron  is  reported  to  be  thicker  than  that  of  the 
old  Merrimac. 

I  have  thought  the  above  information  might  be  of  some  service  to 
you.  I  have  already  written  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  the  same 
effect  as  to  the  Merrimac. 

The  man  also  stated  that  all  the  troops  of  Stonewall  Jackson  amounted 
to  about  200,000.  He  left  Richmond  about  a  week  since,  and  says  that 
Generals  Lee,  Ewell,  Mahone,  Colston,  Armistead,  Wright,  Longstreet, 
and  the  two  Mills  are  with  Jackson. 

The  enemy  will  never  attack  this  place,  which  is  naturally  strong,  so 
long  as  pressed  on  the  side  of  Richmond.  I  repeat,  there  are  ti^ree  old 
regiments  here-^the  First  Delaware  and  Third  and  Fourth  New  York 
Volunteers — well  driUed,  and  been  in  service  fbr  about  fourteen  months 
and  have  never  fired  ft  gnn  at  the  enemy.  They  will  average  800  men, 
and  many  men  and  officers  have  been  in  the  Mexican  war.  Three 
ereen  regiments  could  readily  take  their  places  here,  and  these  could, 
by  return  bcMAts,  proceed  up  the  Potomac  to  the  Army  of  Virginia. 

I  am  ready  at  all  times  myself  to  take  any  command  you  will  think  it 
to  the  hiterest  of  the  country  to  give  me,  and  believe  I  can  do  more 
than  I  can  here. 

26  R  R— VOL  xvm 
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Toa  will  exmue  tfais  private  letter;  an  oflMel  one  on  tlie  eabjeet 
mil^t  to  aome  be  thooflit  oat  of  plaoe. 

Yery  tmly  uid  ainoerely.  your  obedient  aervunt, 

JOS.  E.  F.  MANSFIBLD. 


Hkadquabtbbs  Bbybnth  Abxt  Corps, 

Fort  MmtOBj  Fo^  atjpkmber  7, 1882. 
Brig.  Gen.  O.  S.  Fbrrt. 

I  wish  to  oomplete  a  reoonnaiflsanoe  in  the  vieinity  of  the  Dismal 
Swamp.  It  will  be  under  the  direotion  of  Oapt.  William  Heine,  who  is 
ennsed  in  ocmBtnioting  military  maj^  of  the  district  south  and  west  of 
Soffiw.  It  will  be  necessary  to  send  with  him  two  companies  of  infimtiyf 
a  company  of  caTahy  or  mounted  riflemen,  and  a  section  of  artilleiy, 
witti  two  mountain  howitsers,  under  a  discreet  and  eiBoient  field  oflicer. 
It  will  probably  be  necessary  to  pass  around  the  Dismal  Swamp;  return- 
ing on  the  east  side.  The  men  must  have  ratt^ms  for  eight  days,  and 
th^must  take  wiUi  them  their  tents  and  the  smallest  practicable  amount 
of  camp  equipage.  During  the  fbst  two  or  three  days  it  will  be  well  to 
send  two  ot  three  companies  of  cavahry  out  on  the  road  nearest  to  the 
Blaokwater,  in  the  direction  of  Somerton  and  Winton,  as  a  cover  to  the 
movement.  A  number  of  wagons,  sufficient  to  carry  the  provisions, 
ftaraoe,  and  tents,  will  be  sent  with  them,  and  an  ambukmcefor  the  use 
of  the  engiiMMBTS.  At  this  season  the  men  should  be  covered  at  night, 
and  if  possible  their  tents  should  be  pitched  under  the  shelter  of  trees 
and  thdr  march  should  be  suspended  during  the  heat. 

The  movement  will  conform  to  the  requirements  of  Gaptain  Heine, 
who  is  charged  with  the  reconnaissance;  but  the  command  of  the  escort, 
and  all  that  relates  totheoontrolof  the  men,  will  be  under  the  direction 
of  the  senior  officer,  who  will  be  eivjoined  to  enforce  the  strictest  disci- 
pline. The  inhabitants  of  the  country  will  be  protected  against  all  dis- 
turbance, and  the  least  violation  of  their  prcq[ierty  will  be  visited  wit^ 
flie  most  extreme  rigor  of  the  law.  Should  it  be  necessary  to  procure 
supplies  fiN>m  the  district  through  which  the  movement  is  made  t^e  com- 
manding officer  will  endeavor  to  obtain  them  by  agreement  with  the 
parties,  or,  if  compelled  to  take  them,  he  will  give  receipts  on  public 
account  and  render  a  return  to  me  of  uie  articles  taken,  with  the  names 
of  theowneiB. 

Everything  will  be  in  readiness  on  Monday,  so  that  the  party  wiU 
move  early  on  Tuesday  morning,  and  I  trust  to  you  to  make  sudi  ar- 
rangements as  to  insure  the  oltJect  of  the  expedition,  and  at  the  same 
time  to  cany  out  my  wishes,  which  will  be  creditable  to  those  who  are 
engaged  in  It. 

fifyou  have  not  mountain  howitiers  we  can  send  them  from  here. 

Aniswer  immediately. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

War  Dbpartment, 
WoMmgiOH^  September  7, 1882. 

li%jor-General  Dix,  Fort  Mowrodj  Va. : 

Send  to  Washington  as  promptly  as  possible  the  First  Delaware  and 
the  Third  and  Fourth  New  York  Regiments,  now  at  Suffolk. 

H.  W.  EtALLEOK, 

O0»0ral4a-CM0f. 


Ofttf.  XXZ.]  0OBBE8P0NDSKCE,  BTC. — ^OHIOV.  887 

FOBT  MOHBOB,  Ya.,  Stptmier  %  1862. 
Mi|}or-QeDeral  Haixbok: 

I  Bhall  seDd  your  order  for  the  First  Delaware  and  Third  and  Foorth 
New  York  to  Suffolk.  Ton  are  perhaps  not  aware  that  these  regiments 
are  the  flower  of  command,  and  my  main  reliance  if  Suffolk  is  to  be 
defended.  I  should  be  glad,  at  all  events,  to  be  allowed  to  send  the 
Fifth  Maryland  instead  ^  the  Third  New  York.  I  want  the  latter  here 
if  I  cannot  have  Gibson's  utillery. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MajoT'OenerdL 

Wab  Dbpabtmbkt, 
WoMiMmgUmj  September  8, 1862. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz,  Fart  Momroej  Fa.  .* 

Make  the  change  of  re^^ments  yon  proposed.  Bring  away  from  Suf 
fi>]k  all  extra  anns. 

H.  W.  HALLBOE, 

eeneral-in-Okitf. 

Spboial  Obbbbs,  )  Hdqbs.  of  thb  Abmt,  Abjt.  Gxn.'s  Offiob, 
No.  229.  )  WasMmffUmj  September  8, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

IV.  Brig.  Gen.  J.  K.  F.  Mansfield,  XT.  S.  Volunteers,  is  relieved  ftcm 
duty  in  the  Army  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  in  person  to  M^jor-Gen- 
eral  McOlcdlan. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleok : 

E.  D.  TOWNSENB, 
AMktamt  AdjuUmt-OeiMralL 


FOBT  MoHBOB,  September  9, 1862. 
MaJor-G«nera1  Haixbok: 

The  Fourth  New  York,  First  Delaware^  and  Fifth  Maryland  have  left 
here  for  Washington  in  the  steamers  Louisiana,  J.  A.  Warner,  and 
State  of  Maine. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majer-ij^ekeral, 

U.  B.  Flag-Ship  Minmbsota, 

September  9, 1862. 
M%jor-General  Dix: 

Gbnbbal  :  The  naval  force  here  has  recently  been  so  greatly  reduced 
that  1  have  no  additional  gunboat  to  spare  for  York  Biver. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetmg  Bear-Admiral. 

FoBT  MoiTBOB,  September  9, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Staktok, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Five  hundred  and  twenty-five  prisoners  of  war  sent  fh>m  Alexandria 
were  delivered  at  Aiken's  Landing  and  604  of  ours  returned.    They 
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are  paroled  on  both  sides.  I  sent  the  latter  last  evening  to  Washing- 
toil.  Mr.  Ould  makes  an  earnest  request  that  G^enu  Thomas  wfll 
give  him  an  interview.  There  are  6,000  of  our  prisoners  at  Richmond, 
wbioh  they  wish  as  to  take.  Every  steamboat  here  is  employed  in 
moving  the  three  regiments  from  Soffolk  to  Washington,  called  for 
Sunday. 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Keyes,  at  Yorktown, 
informing  mo  that  our  pickets  have  been  driven  in  at  Williamsburg. 
I  fear  Colonel  Campbell  has  been  compelled  to  retire,  as  the  rebels 
are  in  possession  of  the  telegraph  station  at  Williamsburg.  I  am  just 
leaving  for  YorktQwn  to  be  bskck  to-night  I  do  not  think  it  safe  to 
take  any  more  troops  from  this  quarter  unless  we  retire  fit>m  York- 
town  and  Suffolk.  I  cannot  even  get  another  gunboat  for  Yorktown 
from  Admiral  Lee.  I  eamesUy  request  that  one  or  two  more  may  be 
sent  frx>m  the  Potomac 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


WA0HINOTON,  September  10, 18G2. 
Hon.  Gn>BOK  Wbllbs, 

Seeretary  of  the  Navff : 

Sib  :  General  Dix  telegraphs  that  the  withdrawal  of  most  of  his  forces 
to  Washington  leaves  Yorktown  too  weak,  and  earnestly  requests  that 
one  or  two  more  gunboats  be  sent  from  the  Potomac 
Very  lespectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 
Oemeral'm'Ol 


FOBT  MoifBOB,  Va.,  8eptenU>er  10, 1862. 

(Beoeived  10.30  a.  m.) 
Mf\j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

General-ii^Ohie/: 

I  have  just  returned  from  Yorktown,  and  find  a  dispatch  ft^m  Gen- 
eral £.  D.  Keyes,  received  since  I  left,  saying  that  he  is  required  to  em- 
bark Peck's  division  for  Alexandria.  This  leaves  my  force  so  reduced 
that  it  is  impossible  to  hold  Suffolk  or  Yorktown  and  protect  the  7,000 
sick  here  and  in  the  vicinity.  To  retain  them  would  be  to  invite  attack. 
I  propose  therefore  to  fall  back  fh>m  Suffolk  to  Norfolk,  and  to  destroy 
the  guns  at  Yorktown  and  abandon  it.  I  shall  not  have  any  infantry 
at  Suffolk,  and  at  Yorktown  only  800  men. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mii^'OeneraL 

Wab  Depabtment, 
WashingUm,  September  10, 1862. 

Mcyor-G^neral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe^  Fa. : 

When  General  McClellan  asked  for  Peck's  division  he  was  to  send 
you  5,000  new  troops  to  take  their  place.  This  he  was  probably  pre- 
vented from  doing  by  General  Wool  stoppiug  troops  to  guard  the  rail- 
roads. General  Mansfield  thinks  the  forces  left  at  Suffolk  sufficient. 
We  must  not  at  present  abandon  either  Yorktown  or  Suffolk,  and  you 
must  retain  troops  sufficient  to  hold  them  till  others  arrive.    Stop  any 
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new  troops  ooming  from  the  IS'orth.  It  is  understood  that  Heveral  re^- 
ments  are  coming  by  water  from  New  York.  The  Boston  troops  should 
be  at  Fort  Monroe  to-day.  It  is  believed  that  the  entire  force  of  the 
enemy  is  before  ns  here,  and  that  not  more  than  10,000  or  15,000  Home 
Goards  were  left  at  Richmond.  If  yon  have  reliable  information  differ- 
ent you  mnst  retain  more  troqpB. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

OesMra^-in-  Chief. 


Wab  Department, 
WathingUmy  September  10, 1862. 

Mi^piNGenera]  Dix,  Fort  Mcmroe^  Va. : 

The  Merrimac,  with  two  regiments  ttom  Boston,  is  bound  to  this 
place.  If  yon  can  stop  her  at  Fort  Monroe  keep  tnose  regiments  for 
your  command. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Oeneral-in'  Okie/. 


FOBT  MONBOE,  Va., 

September  10, 1862—4  p.  m. 

j.  Gen«  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Oenerdl-in'  Chief: 

When  General  McGlellan  was  between  this  fort  and  Bichmond,  and 
before  the  occupation  of  Suffolk,  General  Wool  had  14,978  men,  of 
irhom  12,847  were  effidctive,  for  the  defense  of  the  fort,  Newport  News, 
and  the  immediate  district  of  country',  exdasive  of  General  Peck's 
division.  My  force  is  but  5,326  men,  of  whom  only  4,108  are  effective, 
and  with  this  I  have  not  only  the  same  district  which  General  Wool 
had,  but  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  and  Yorktown  in  addition. 

I  have  reliable  information  that  an  attack  on  Suffolk  is  meditated. 
A  brigade  went  down  from  Petersburg  to  defend  it  a  few  days  ago,  and 
from  that  point  the  railroad  communication  is  open  to  the  Blackwater 
at  Franklin,  or  Carrsville,  20  miles  fh>m  Suffolk.  I  have  at  Suffolk  to- 
day only  2,900  effective  men.  When  General  Mansfield  ha<l  a  much 
larger  force,  and  McClellan  was  between  us  and  Bichmond,  he  pressed 
me  for  re-eDforcements.  He  certainly  cannot  know  that  the  Third  and 
Fourth  New  York  and  the  First  Delaware,  the  best  regiments,  have 
been  withdrawn.    They  numbered  over  2,300  men. 

General  Keyes  advises  me  this  morning  that  he  has  information  frt)m 
various  sources  establishing  the  fact  that  the  rebels  are  in  considerable 
force  of  artillery,  cavalry,  and  infantry  at  Barhamsville,  18  miles  fh>m 
Williamsburg.  There  are  numerous  evidences  of  activity  on  his  part  in 
various  directions,  and  if  we  hold  Suffolk  and  Yorktown  I  certainly 
ought  to  have  20,000  men.  This  was  the  smallest  number  thought  by 
General  McClellan  to  b^  sufficient  for  the  purpose. 

I  earnestly  request  thac  the  sick,  except  those  belonging  to  regiments 
here,  may  be  sent  North.  September  is  the  worst  season,  and  the  new 
hospitals  are  so  miserably  constructed  as  to  be  unfit  for  convalescents 
m  storms,  which  are  frequent  at  this  season.  But  the  great  objection 
is  in  having  so  large  a  number  of  sick  in  a  district  exposed  to  attack 
aiid  not  covered  by  defensive  works. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Qeneral, 
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HSADQUABTMBS, 

WoBkimffitmj  N.  0.,  September  10, 1802. 

Oapt.  Southard  Hoffmak, 

A$9i8tarU  Adfutamt-Oeneral: 

Dbab  Hoffmak  :  Oaptam  Jookniok  made  a  reoonnaiasauce  yestei- 
day  to  Tranter's  Greek.  Upon  reaching  the  bridge  he  disooyered  that 
it  was  undergoing  repairs,  and  going  on  it  to  examine  more  closely 
was  fired  on  by  a  concealed  force.  (My  two  of  his  men  were  slightly 
wounded.  There  is  ffood  reason  to  belieye  that  the  enemy  are  collected 
in  considerable  nambers,  and  that  they  are  repairing  the  bridge  for  a 
speedy  attack  on  this  place.  Their  force,  according  to  negro  and  ^*  se- 
cesh"  authority,  is  set  down  at  from  2,000  to  0,000.  I  have  43  of  the 
Marine  Artillery  in  the  fort  and  Captain  Wall's  comi>any  of  the  Third 
]^ew  York,  some  30  men.  The  block-hoose  at  the  east  end  of  the  town 
is  finished  but  there  is  no  gun  for  it.    The  one  on  the  Greenyille  road  is 

foing  up  rapidly.    Two  gnns  are  immediately  needed  for  these  honses. 
lease  send  them  at  once. 

Private  Hahn,  of  Captain  Jocknick's  company  of  cavalry,  ordered  to 
New  Berne,  was  detailed  bv  General  Foster  to  act  as  editor  of  the  New 
Era.  Colonel  Mix's  order  is  for  Captain  Jocknick  to  take  all  his  men, 
detached  or  otherwise;  so  Hahn  wiU  go.  I  told  him  he  wonld  have  to 
make  application  to  yon  or  the  genenu  if  he  is  to  retom  here. 

Lieutenant  McLane,  of  the  First  North  Carolina,  went  to  New  Beme 
on  sick  leave.  His  brother  writes  that  he  is  Just  recovering  and  that 
the  surgeon  says  that  a  short  visit  to  a  Northern  chmate  is  necessary 
for  his  recovery.    I  mention  the  case  for  the  generals  oonsidenition. 

Yours,  very  tnUy,  

BDWABD  E.  FOTTEBL, 

OommmkUmg  FUmL 


FoBT  Mohbos,  Ya.,  Bepiember  U,  IMS. 

M%j.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oeneral-h^Ohitf: 

Colonel  Williams'  regiment  of  cavalry  was  ordered  here  at  my  spedal 
request  for  service  under  my  command.  On  its  arrival  General  McClel- 
Ian  ordered  it,  without  landing,  to  Aquia  Creek,  promising  me  another 
regiment.  I  have  not  been  fiimished  with  one,  and,  moreover,  five  com- 
panies of  the  Fourth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  on  duty  here,  have  been 
taken  away.  I  have  only  500  cavalry  at  WUliamsburg.  Auother  reg- 
iment is  indispensable. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majar-OeneroL 


FoBT  MomtOE,  Ya.,  September  12, 1802. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

GenenU-ii^Ohitf: 

A  court,  for  the  trial  of  Major  Wilson,  was  ordered  before  your  dis- 
patches were  received.*    It  will  meet  on  Monday  next. 

I  have  had  a  steamer  out  for  two  days  watching  for  the  Merrimac  and 
other  transports,  with  troops  from  Boston  and  other  Northern  cities, 
but  none  have  been  found,  and  the  newspapers  announce  that  the  Mer- 

*  See  p.  11. 
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rimao  has  veaohed  Alexandria.  I  oannot  bold  Williamsburg  with  500 
cavalry.  I  have  kept  them  there  the  last  four  days  with  the  hope  that 
th3y  might  do  something  to  retdeye  the  ohacacter  of  the  regiment.  I 
will  withdraw  them  to  Yorictown.  In  abandoning  Williamsburg  we 
leave  to  the  merc^  of  the  insurgents  some  good  Union  men,  whom  we 
induced,  by  assurances  of  proteotion,  to  oome  out  for  us.  I  fear  I  shall 
get  no  troops  here  unless  you  send  them  direct  ftom  the  North  to  report 
to  meb 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


UmXBD  STJIXBS  FLAChSmP  M1IIIIB8OTA9 

N4Mrfiakf  Vitky  B^iember  12, 1803. 

Mi^.  Gen.  Johh  A.  UOj  U.  S.  A.: 

QXKKBJLLi  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  in  order  to  strengthen 
our  position  at  Torktown  I  have  diveiiied  the  gunboat  Yall^  Oily, 
now  undergoing  repairs  at  Fortress  Monroe,  fiN>m  her  intended  destina- 
tion on  the  blockade  off  Wilmington,  where  her  services  are  much 
needed,  and  to-morrow,  when  her  repairs  will  probably  be  finished,  she 
will  proceed  to  assist  Uie  United  States  gunboat  Ohooura  in  her  present 
operations  in  Y<»k  Biver. 

I  am,  veiy  respectftilly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

&  P.  LBO^ 
Acrtay  Bmr  A^tmhmL 


Hbadquabtxbs  Sbyxhth  Asmt  Oosn, 

Ibrt  Manroej  Va.j  Bepiember  12,  IMS. 
Hon.  B.  IL  St  ABTOH, 

Sterekmrg  4ff  War : 

Sm:  The  contraband  negroes  who  have  been  pennitted  to  ooUeet  hi 
great  numbers  at  this  fort  and  in  this  vicinity  have  always  been  and  are 
now  a  very  great  source  of  embarrassment  to  the  troops  in  this  garrison 
and  in  the  camps  hereabouts  and  to  the  white  population  in  this  neigh- 
borfaood.  in  case  the  fort  should  be  invested  or  approached  by  the 
enemv's  forces  I  diould  feel  obliged  to  ship  them  all  to  the  North. 

This  disposition,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to  be  made  of  them  without 
needless  delay,  and,  if  possible,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  authorities 
of  the  State  or  States  to  which  they  may  be  sent.  To  this  end  I  respeot- 
fnlly  ask  permission  and  authori^  ftom  the  War  Department  to  com- 
municate and  make  arrangements  with  the  Governors  of  Massachusetts 
and  other  Northern  States  with  a  view  to  the  transfer  to  those  States 
of  all  colored  men,  women,  and  children  now  under  the  suiMrintendence 
of  Mr.  O.  B.  Wilder,  at  Old  Point  C3omfort  and  its  vidnity,  amounting 
to  about  2,000. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respeet,^  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Miffar-OeiermL 


ToBXTOWR,  Va.,  Bepftember  12, 1882. 
Mai.  ^^^  ^-  ^*  Hallbck, 

Qm^eruUii^Oki^: 

Having  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  engineering  operations  at  this 
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place  and  Gloacester  by  General  MoCleUan  I  deem  it  my  daty  to  report 
that  the  armament  directed  by  him  is  held  at  Fort  Monroe  for  orders 
from  Washington.*    They  are  needed. 

JOHK  J.  PECK, 

Was  DSPABTMENTy 

Wuskmfftanj  S^tember  12, 1802. 
M%}or-General  Dul,  Fort  Jfonroe,  Fa.  •• 

G^eral  Casey  was  directed  some  days  agot  to  send  yon  four  new 
regiments  from  this  place.  A  part  has  already  gone.  If  with  the^e 
and  the  troops  coming  by  water  yoa  cannot  hold  Suffolk,  of  course  it 
most  be  given  np.  Yorktown  ought  certainly  to  be  held.  General  Peck 
telegraphs  here  for  armament  from  Fort  Monroe.  All  such  matters  are 
under  your  direction. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Oeneral-in'Ohitf. 


FoBT  MoNBOE,  Va.,  Skptember  13, 18G2. 
M%}.  Gten.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

The  One  hundred  and  thirtieth  New  York  has  just  arrived  and  will 
go  to  Suffolk.  It  is  very  raw,  not  even  knowing  the  manual  of  arms. 
The  rebels  had  1.500  men  repairing  the  Petersburg  Bailroad  to  the 
Blackwater.  and  I  have  no  doubt  contemplate  an  early  movement  on 
Suffolk.  Tne  loss  of  my  three  best  regiments  at  that  point  is  unfortu- 
nate at  this  moment,  ao  effort  will  be  spared  to  maintain  our  position 
there. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Oenermln 

Wab  Depabtmbnt, 
Waahington,  September  14, 1802. 

M%jor-€toneral  Dix,  Fart  M<mroe^  Viu : 

Issue  such  ordnance  stores  as  you  deem  necessary  for  the  good  of  the 
service,  either  for  Yorktown  or  elsewhere.  This  is  not  a  time  to  delay 
for  formalities,  t 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General  in-vkirf. 


Wab  Depabtment, 
Waehingtanj  September  15, 1862. 

M^joivGeneral  Dix,  Fort  Monrooj  Va. : 

Fomr  new  full  regiments  have  been  sent  to  you  fron.  here.  Nothing 
is  yet  heard  of  the  Merrimac.  General  Wool  has  been  directed  not  to 
issue  any  more  passes  to  cross  our  lines.    You  will  ezeroiAe  your  dis 

*  See  HaUeok  to  Dix,  September  14. 

^On  September  10. 

t  See  Peek  to  Hall  ick,  September  12,  p.  301. 
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cretion  in  the  case  you  report,  bat  I  am  decidedly  of  o])inion  i  \mt  at  the 
present  time  persons  from  Baltimore  shoold  not  be  permitted  to  go  into 
Virginia 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Oeneral'in'Ohiqf. 


Sbptbsibbb  17, 1802. 
General  Dix: 

The  Morse,  onr  lightest  draught,  is  ordered  up  the  Nansemond. 

S.  P.  L£B, 
Acting  Jti^ar'AdmiraL 


United  States  Flao-ship  Minnesota, 

Nar/olkj  Va.,  September  17, 1862. 

M%j.  Gton.  John  A.  Dix,  Commandinyj  dbc, : 

Obnxbal  :  When  the  rebels  evacuated  Norfolk  they  left  a  steam  gun- 
boat on  the  stocks  in  this  city  and  the  necessary  material  provided  for 
her,  part  of  which  came  from  the  navy-yard.  Admiral  Goldsboit>agh 
arranged  with  G^eral  Yiele,  now  absent,  to  have  the  hull  so  far  com- 
pleted as  to  allow  of  launching  the  gunboJAt,  with  the  view  of  towing  it 
to  tiie  Washington  Navy- Yard,  there  to  be  finished  and  eq^pped.  The 
only  exi>ense  to  be  incurred  here  would  be  for  the  labor,  which  the  ad- 
miral assumed  to  defray.  It  is  desirable  to  have  ^is  object  carried  out 
as  speedily  as  possible.  I  have  therefore  to  request  that  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  cause  the  quartermaster  who  has  control  both  of  Mr.  Bur- 
roughs and  the  building  yard  to  require  Mr.  Burroughs  to  hasten  the 
launching  of  this  gunboat,  which  can  be  done,  I  am  informed,  in  eight 
or  ten  days. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  genera],  respeotftilly,  yours, 

B.  P.  LBB, 
Acting  Bear-AdimirdL 


WASHiNaTON,  Septetnber  18,  1862. 

M%}orQenerfQ  Dix: 

The  two  regiments  at  the  Patuxent  are  subject  to  your  orders.    Qen 
eral  Banks  Uiinks  tiiat  one  can  be  spared. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Oeneral'if^Ohie/* 


United  Btatbs  Flao-ship  Minnesota, 

Nar/olky  Va.^  September  18, 1862. 
Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oemmamding  Seventh  Army  Oarpsj  Fortress  Monroe^  Va, : 

General  .*  The  president  of  the  Norfolk  Gas  Company  recently  ap- 
plied to  me,  through  General  Viclc,  to  send  a  quantity  of  shingles  to  the 
North.  This  application  was  promptly  referred  to  the  Navy  De])art- 
meut,  and  in  reply  I  am  instructed  that  *^no  traffic  in  shingles,  cotton, 
tobacco,  or  other  articles  can  be  permitted  in  the  region  blockaded.'^ 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respect^Uy,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBE, 
Acting  Rear  ^Admiral, 
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Unitsd  States  Flao-ahip  Minnbsota, 

Noffotky  To.,  SepUmber  18, 18G2. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Oommamding  Sefsenth  Armf  0arp9,  Fartre$8  Monroe,  Va, : 

General  :  The  instractioii8  from  the  Navy  Departmeat,  of  which  1 
informed  yon  to-day,  make  it  neoeaaaiy  that  I  immediately  direct  the 
naval  vessels  on  guard  duty  not  to  allow  any  steamer  or  sailing  vessel 
to  pass  in  or  out  of  this  harbor  and  these  waters  nnless  she  is  in  the 
service  of  the  Army  or  the  Navy,  and  has  nothing  on  board  except  the 
United  States  mail  or  United  States  troops  and  public  property,  vis, 
Army  or  Navy  stores  and  supplies. 

In  respect  to  all  Army  transi)orts  I  respeotftdly  request  that  you  wiU 
cause  each  to  be  supplied  with  an  official  certificate  stating  the  name  of 
the  transport;  that  she  is  in  the  service  of  the  Army,  and  that  she  has 
nothing  on  board  for  traffic.  Such  a  certiflcate  should  be  left  with  the 
officer  of  the  Navy  guard  vessel  by  every  steamer  or  vessel  passing 
either  way. 

I  further  request  to  be  infivrmed  of  the  name  and  official  position  of 
the  officer  at  Norfolk  and  at  Fort  Monroe  whom  you  may  authorize  to 
issue  these  certifloates.  All  vessels  without  suofa  certificate  will  be 
liable  to  detention. 

Whilst  I  desire  to  cany  out  my  instructions  with  fidelity  I  need  not 
assure  you  of  my  fhrther  wish  to  do  so  in  accordance  with  your  official 
convenience. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yoois, 

S.  J?.  LBB, 
Adg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oomdg.  JS.  AUamHe  Blookadmg  Squadnm. 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monrooj  Fa.,  Sq^tmber  19, 1802. 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Oommamdmg  North  AUamUc  Bloekadmg  Sgwidrom : 

Admiral  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
communications  of  the  18th  instant.  I  have  directed  the  provost-mar- 
shal. Oapt.  William  B.  Blake,  to  give  the  certificates  you  require.  I 
shall,  however,  call  the  attention  of  the  Government  to  tiie  instructions 
you  have  received  from  the  Navy  Department  and  ask  that  some  action 
may  be  had  on  my  communication  of  the  4th  instant  to  tiie  Secretary 
of  War,  of  which  I  inclose  a  copy.  You  may  be  assured  that  until  some 
proper  system  of  intercourse  with  Norfolk  is  established,  so  that  the 
people  may  receive  what  they  need  for  their  subsistence  and  comfort,  I 
shall  interpose  no  obstacle  to  the  execution  of  those  instructions ;  but, 
on  the  contnuy,  shall  do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  you  in  carrying  them  out 
1  am,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafor-thioroL 


Headquarters  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  8optmiU>er  19, 1862. 

Actg.  ELear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Oomma/nding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

AlI  aciRAL :  Since  writing  to  you  this  morning  I  have  received  the 
u  fulations  concerning  internal  and  coastwise  intercourse,  of  which  1 
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inclofle  a  oapji*  and  under  whidh  I  think  we  may  aooomplish  tbe  object 
I  had  ui  view  in  my  oommonication  of  the  4th  instant  to  the  Seoretanr 
of  War.  though  1  should  haye  piefened  the  anangement  I  snggeeted. 
I  am,  veiy  reapectftiliy,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

JOmr  A.  DJX, 

Mqfar'OeieraL 

Wab  DxpABTMBirry 
Waakimgtim  CU^j  Sq^tember  19, 1862. 
Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz, 

Oimimamding  at  Ftni  Jfoaroe,  Va. : 

Gbnsbal  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  commnnication  of  the  12th  instant,  in  which  yon  state  tliat 
the  contrabaud  negroes^  which  have  been  permitted  to  collect  at  Fort 
Monroe  and  in  its  vicinity  have  been  and  now  are  a  very  great  source 
of  embanassment  to  the  troops  in  the  garrison  and  neighboring  campsL 
and  that  in  the  event  that  the  fort  should  be  invested  or  approached 
by  the  enemy's  forces  yon  should  be  obliged  to  ship  them  all  North. 
In  view  of  these  circumstances  you  request  pennission  and  authority  to 
communicate  and  make  arrangements  with  the  Governors  of  Massachu- 
setts and  other  Northern  States  with  a  view  to  a  transfer  to  those 
States  of  aU  colored  men,  women,  and  children  now  under  the  superin- 
tendence of  Mr.  G.  B.  Wilder  at  Old  Point  Comfort  and  its  vicinity, 
amoanting  to  about  2,000. 

In  reply  the  Secretary  instructs  me  to  say  that  the  permission  to  enter 
into  a  correspondence  and  the  authority  to  make  arrangements  with 
the  executives  of  the  several  Northern  States  for  the  puriK>se  indicated 
is  granted  and  conferred  upon  you  agreeably  to  your  request. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
AjuMmU  Seareimjf  of  Wmr. 

Wab  Depabtmbnt, 
WusMmfftan,  Sq^temb^  19, 1802. 

M%jor-General  Dix,  Fart  Momroe^  Va^ : 

Send  up  all  of  Peck's  division,  which  you  can  replace  with  the  new 
troops.    His  divHion  will  be  filled  up  here. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

€feneral4t^Oki^. 


FOBT  MONBOS,  Ya*,  September  20, 1802. 

Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oeneral-m-Okdrf : 

I  was  all  day  at  Suffolk  vesterday,  ezjieoting  an  advance  from  the 
Blackwater,  where  the  rebels  had  sent  down  a  considerable  force  from 
Petersburg.  I  have  two  of  Peck's  brigades  there  and  three  of  the  new 
regiments — perfectly  raw.  One  never  had  had  arms  in  their  hands  tiU 
they  reached  there  yesterday.  At  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  I  have  only 
Bmory's  brigade;  here  only  one  regiment;  at  Gamp  Hamilton  one 
regiment^  and  at  Newport  News  only  500  men.  It  would  be  very  un- 
safe to  withdraw  any  of  Peck's  division  at  this  moment.    I  have  at  Suf- 

*Not  ftwmd« 
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folk  the  great  bulk  of  my  force.  The  rebels  have  flnifilied  the  railroad 
from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater.  The  seoeesionists  \rere  cooking 
for  them  at  Suffolk  night  before  last  with  the  assurance  that  they  were 
to  be  there  yesterday.  I  beg  you  to  let  Peck's  division  remain  at  pres- 
ent. He  is  superintending  Uie  armament  of  Yorktown.  I  have  not  a 
single  artillery,  ordnance,  or  engineer  officer  for  that  post. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Hbadquabtbbs  Seybnth  Abmt  Cobps, 

Fort  Monroe^  To.,  Sq^tember  20, 1862. 
Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Generalin'Ohie/ : 

Genbbal  :  I  requested  by  telegraph  that  General  Peck's  division 
might  not  be  taken  away  from  me  at  present,  assigning,  briefly,  the 
reasons.    I  do  so  now  more  in  detail. 

My  aggregate  force  present  on  the  10th  instant  was  as  follows : 

FortlConioe 580 

CampHamUton 3,390 

Newport  News 618 

Norfblk 2,021 

Suffolk 3,464 

Torktown  andOlouoeiter 3,668 

WiUianiBlniTg 817 

14,628 

Dedactsiok 1,384 

13,144 
Add  four  new  regimentiy  aboat 3,400 

Total 18,544 

Since  the  10th  I  have,  in  order  to  meet  a  threatened  movement  against 
Suffolk,  augmented  my  force  there  to  about  &600,  and  left  at  Camp 
Hamilton  only  one  regiment. 

Suffolk. — ^This  is  at  the  moment  my  most  imi>ortant  position.  The 
enemy  has  just  finished  the  railroad  firom  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater, 
20  miles  from  Suffolk,  and  on  Tuesday  and  Wednesday  moved  a  con- 
siderable body  of  infantry  to  that  point.  There  was  a  force  of  cavalry 
and  artillery  in  the  vicinity  before.  On  Thursday  I  went  to  Suffblk 
with  reasonable  assurance  that  there  would  be  an  advance  on  us,  and 
examined  the  preparations  made  for  defense  by  General  Ferry. 

The  gauge  of  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad  is  5  feet,  and  the 
gauge  of  the  Norfolk  and  Weldon,  or  Seaboard,  4  feet  Si  inches.  Hav- 
ing no  locomotives  for  the  former  we  altered  the  gauge  to  4  feet  8^ 
inches  from  Norfolk  to  Suffolk,  connecting  the  two  roads  at  the  latter 
point  by  a  Y,  so  as  to  use  the  equipment  on  either  road  at  pleasure. 
Since  the  enemy  have  completed  their  road  from  Petersburg  to  the 
Blackwater  I  have  been  altering  the  gauge  from  Suffolk  to  Blackwater, 
so  as  to  render  it  useless  to  them  and  advantageous  to  us  if  we  wish  to 
throw  a  force  down  from  Suffolk,  thus  enabling  us  to  control  this  com- 
munication as  far  as  the  Blackwater.  We  are  out  some  6  miles,  and  are 
altering  3  miles  a  day.  When  yon  decided  to  hold  Suffolk  I  determined 
to  make  it  as  effective  as  possible,  and  this  change  of  gauge  may  be  of 
great  importance  if  we  are  in  force  again  in  this  quarter  and  in  North 
Carolina.  To  effect  this  object  I  must  have  troops,  and  the  number  I 
now  have  there  may  be  indispensable  to  enable  me  to  hold  the  place 
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agaiiist  attack.  I  have  ordered  a  recoDnaiSBanoe  in  force  to  be  made 
to-day  in  the  direction  of  the  Blackwater. 

TarkUnon, — ^The  armament  is  now  in  progress.  General  Peck  is  saper- 
intending  it.  I  have  no  one  who  can  do  it  so  well.  Indeed,  I  have  for 
dnty  bnt  one  engineer  nnder  my  command ;  only  one  ordnance  officer, 
who  has  cAiarge  of  the  arsenal  here,  and  only  one  artillery  officer,  who 
has  been  nntil  recently  the  commanding  officer  of  this  post.  The  scien- 
tific corps  of  the  army  have  been  absorbed  by  other  commands.  1  may 
be  obliged  to  send  General  Peck  to  Suffolk  if  an  advance  is  made  by  the 
enemy. 

The  intrenchments  constructed  by  the  Oonfederates  at  Yorktown  are 
very  strong,  bnt  were  intended  for  a  large  force.  It  is  not  proposed  to 
hold  the  place  with  more  than  4,000  men,  and  therefore  some  ont- works 
not  intended  to  be  occupied  are  in  progress  of  demolition.  The  arma- 
ment will  be  completed  as  rapidly  as  possible,  and  with  the  present 
force  and  the  guns  already  in  position  tiie  place  could  hold  out  against 
greatly  sni)erior  numbers. 

O2oi(C09t0r.— General  McOlellan,  before  he  left  here,  ordered  Glouces- 
ter to  be  armed.  I  do  not  propose  to  execute  the  order  until  we  have 
completed  the  armament  of  Yorktown  and  until  I  have  20,000  effective 
men,  for  I  do  not  think  a  smaller  number  sufficient  to  protect  my  ex- 
tended lines. 

This  position  is  auxiliaiy  to  Yorktown  in  controlling  the  navi|^tion  of 
the  York  Biver.  It  is  commanded  by  Yorktown  Heights,  but  it  might, 
nevertheless,  in  the  hands  of  an  enemy,  be  a  source  of  annoyance. 

yewport  New8,—ThiB  poRt  was  abandoned  in  June  last  by  order  of 
General  McOlellan.  Everything  was  removed  except  the  sick  and  a 
company  of  cavalry,  as  a  guard.  Since  then  the  sick  have  been  increased 
and  I  have  added  a  very  small  regiment  of  inflBUQtry. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  requested  that  we  would  mount  two  or 
three  200-pounder  guns  to  aid  the  gunboats  in  defending  themselves 
against  the  new  Merrimac,  but  we  have  no  200-pounders,  and  unless  I 
have  a  competent  force  there  the  enemy  might,  if  we  were  to  obtain 
them,  use  them  against  us.  There  are  some  earthworks,  a  good  deal 
dilapidated,  for  defense  against  an  inland  attack,  bnt  tiiey  require  about 
3,0(90  men  to  man  them.    All  the  guns  were  removed. 

Newport  News  as  a  station  defends  nothing.  The  channel  of  the 
James  Biver  is  wide.  A  vessel  drawing  from  17  to  18  feet  can  pass 
out  at  a  distance  of  1}  miles,  although  the  deeper  part  of  the  channel 
is  near  the  land.  Its  occupation  as  a  post  was  always  of  questionable 
utility. 

WilliafMhurg  I  consider  of  no  importance,  except  as  an  advance  post 
for  watching  a  movement  of  the  enemy  from  the  Ohickahominy.  By 
holding  it  we  are  able  to  push  our  vedettes  farther  out.  It  is  too  dis- 
tant from  Yorktown  (13  miles),  but  I  have  only  a  small  cavalry  force 
there.  It  is  under  a  brave  and  vigilant  officer,  who  I  thuik  wUl  take 
care  of  himself.    I  need  foi 


FortMoDioe 1,000 

Camp  HsmilUm 2,000 

Yorktown 4,000 

Olonceflter 1,000 

Wmiamabnig 800 

Norfolk 3,000 

Newport  News 500 

BoiRrtk  (>t  pgMant) 8,000 

ToM 90.300 
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K  we  fid]  back  from  Suffolk  we  most  have  a  larger  foree  at  Norfolk. 

With  no  other  force  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  I  think  the  above 

estimate  the  lowest  nnmber  by  whioh  the  sevenil  places  occupied  by 

ns  can  be  held  against  zhe  forces  which  the  enemy  can  easily  send 

against  us. 

K  Peck's  division  is  taken  from  me  I  shall  have  but  9,000  effective 
men  left,  and  of  these  more  than  one-third  are  entirely  raw — ^for  the 
most  part  unacquainted  even  with  the  manual  of  arms. 
I  am.  very  respeotflilly,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DEC, 

Muffor-OmieraL 


FOBT  MOSBOB,  Ya.,  ekji^iember  20,  1802. 

M^|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OanensMi-OM^: 

I  have  just  received  a  dispatcdi  from  Oaptain  Bodgers,  of  the  Ckdena, 
inibrming  me  that  2,000  troops  came  from  Petersburg  the  day  before 
yesterday  and  3.000  yesterday  to  the  Blackwater;  that  from  8,000  to 
10,000  are  assembled  now,  and  that  15,000,  recently  arrived,  are  on  the 
south  side  of  the  James  Biver,  in  tlie  vicinity  of  Bichmond.  This  accords 
with  my  infiunnatioii  from  other  souroes. 

JOHN  A.  DES, 


HBADQUABTBB8  SlTBHTH  ABMT  OOBPS, 

Jbn  Monroe^  Fo^  Sepimkber  21, 1002. 
Hon.  Baijioh  p.  Ohabb, 

Searetarf  of  ike  Trmuwry: 

Snt :  Gaptun  Slicer,  of  the  revenue  service,  has  written  to  you  in 
regard  to  some  shipments  by  the  schooner  G^eraninm  from  Baltimore  to 
th&  post,  under  a  regular  clearance  from  the  custom-house.  I  gave  a 
permit  to  the  shippers  to  bring  certain  enumerated  articles  for  the  peo- 
ple at  Back  Biver  and  the  vicinity.  But  a  quantity  of  other  articles 
not  embraced  in  my  permit  were  allowed  to  be  shipped  by  the  collector: 
among  them  are  3,000  percussion  caps.  These  articles  were  intended 
for  a  neighborhood  where  there  is  at  this  season  a  good  deal  of  game, 
and  the  inhabitants  ought  not  to  be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  (foot- 
ing. I  propose  to  detain  them  to  be  sold  here  to  individuals,  for  their 
personal  use,  under  special  permits  and  in  such  small  quantities  as  to 
make  it  clear  that  they  are  not  intended  for  traiflc.  Back  Biver  is  about 
7  miles  from  the  fort 

There  are  also,  not  embraced  in  my  i)ermit,  84  sross  of  matches — 
12,090  boxes.  In  Baltimore  they  may  have  cost  075.  In  Bichmond 
they  would  bring  75  cents  a  box---09,072.  Such  a  quantity  imported 
for  a  small  neighborhood,  taken  in  connection  with  the  difference  of 
price,  shows  that  they  were  intended  for  sale  where  the  enormous  profit 
is  to  DC  obtained.    These  I  propose  also  to  detain. 

As  the  custom-house  officers  have  cleared  these  articles,  and  as  there 
Ib  no  irregularity,  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  holding  the  vessel  or 
the  residue  of  the  cargo.  She  has  been  detained  by  Captain  SUcer,  and 
the  only  question  is  whether  the  articles  referred  to  shall  be  stopped 
here.    This  question  I  suppose  need  not  embarrass  me,  as  the  clearance 
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was  for  this  post,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  the  articles  not  inoloded 
in  my  permit  should  be  allowed  to  go  farther. 

I  think  it  very  imix>rtaut  that  the  trade  with  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
and  the  distriet  immediately  acyoining  my  command  should  be  regulated 
by  permits  given  by  me  as  the  commander  of  the  military  department. 
Throogh  my  provost-marshals  and  other  subordinates  I  can  ascertain 
the  wants  of  every  neighborhood,  and  indeed  of  every  family,  and  thus 
be  able  to  limit  the  supply  to  their  reasonable  wants.  Collectors  at  a 
distance  have  no  such  biowledge,  and  a  privilege  intended  to  meet 
real  necessities  may  be  perverted,  as  it  often  is,  to  purposes  of  traffic 
with  disloyal  distrksts  and  individuals. 

I  am,  veiy  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DES, 

Mqfar'OmeraL 


WioeanHOTOir,  D.  O.,  SepUmber  21, 1802. 

M^r-(3eneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

The  ordering  up  of  Peck's  division  was  at  General  McOlellan's  urgent 
request.  In  l£e  advance  of  the  enemy's  army  Mainst  this  place  amd 
Maryland  he  did  not  deem  it  necessary  on  the  Peninsula.  If  you  re- 
qnbe  i^  keep  it  and  discharge  the  transports. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

OMMTOMll-OMff. 


BoviDiiK,  Btptomber  21, 1M2. 
IC^jor-Oeneral  I>ix: 

1  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  infontr^  and  artillery  of  the  enemy 
have  gone  to  Fnmklin,  and  that  a  bridge  is  constructed  there.  Their 
numbers  are  reported  at  8,000  to  10,000,  besides  those  heretofore  at 
Franklin.  Five  hundred  <n  their  cavalry  are  reported  on  this  side 
there. 

O.  B.  FBBBY, 

Brigodior-tlonernL 


UiriTKD  Statbs  Flao-ship  Minnesota, 
QfNmcport  News^  Va.j  Sq^tember  23, 1882. 

Ubj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oomdg.  Sooemih  Amy  Oorp8y  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  for  your  informa 
tion  a  copy  of  my  instructions  to  officers  on  guard  duty,  enforcing  fht 
blockade  of  Norfolk  and  of  these  waters ;  also  a  number  of  printed  cer- 
tiAcates  for  vessels  (other  than  the  mail  or  troop  steamers)  passing  in 
and  out,  to  leave  at  the  guard  vessel.  This  certificate  is  prepmed  on 
one  side  for  the  signature  of  Captain  Blake,  as  arranged  with  you,  and 
on  the  other  side  fbr  the  signature  of  the  master  of  the  vessel ;  the  first 
stating  that  the  vessel  is  in  the  service  of  the  army  exclnsively,  and  botn 
declaring  that  she  has  no  article  but  only  proper  supplies  for  the  army 
(mboar£ 

The  mail  boats  from  B.Utiiaore  and  Nortblk  and  troop  transports  will 
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not  be  required  to  stop  for  inspeotioii.  as  they  are  understood  to  have  a 
responsible  army  police  on  board  and  will  not  be  allowed  by  yon  to  vio* 
late  the  blockade. 

I  will  thank  you  to  inform  me  whatsteps  yoa  have  taken  or  may  take 
to  insure  this  result. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  generaL  respeetftilly,  yours, 

a.  P.  LBB, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiralj  Oamdg.  JT.  AUmUcSlo€kadimg  S^tuaOnm. 


ImtmeUonsfor  cffioers  an  gitmrd  d^. 

No  vessel  must  be  allowed  to  pass  inward  except  the  mail  steamer 
and  transports  with  troops  without  stopping  at  the  guanl  vessel  and 
delivering  a  certificate  signed  by  Gapt.  W.  E.  Blake,  provos^marBha], 
at  Fort  Monroe,  that  the  vessel  is  in  the  employ  of  the  War  Department 
and  has  supplies  for  the  army  only  on  board.  Vessels  without  such  cer- 
tificates must  be  taken  charge  of  and  the  circumstances  immediately 
rei)orted  to  the  admiral  or  senior  officer  present. 

Outward-bound  vessels,  other  than  those  before  excepted  f  mail  steam- 
ers, &c.),  must  stop  at  the  guard  vessel  and  leave  a  certincate  signed 

by ,  stating  the  vessel  to  be  empty  (in  ballast)  or  has  supplies  for 

the  armv  only  on  board. 

Vessels  attempting  to  pass  without  such  certificate  must  be  taken 
charge  of  and  reported  as  before  directed. 

A  boaixling-book  must  be  kept,  and  tiie  names  of  all  vessels  passing 
the  guard  vessels  in  or  out  be  entered  therein,  witJi  the  date,  by  whom 
owned,  name  of  master,  tonnage,  and  cargo.  A  weekly  return,  showing 
the  foregoing,  must  be  made  to  the  admiral  or  senior  officer  present. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oomdg.  N.  AUanHo  Blockading  Squadron. 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  September  23, 1882. 

Mi\j.  Qen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

C^eneral-in-Ohirf : 

The  enemy  have  completed  their  bridge  at  GarrsviUe,  on  the  ]^orfolk 
and  Seaboard  Railroad,  and  have  crossed  a  part  of  their  force.  They 
must  have  on  the  Blackwater  12,000  men,  and  for  two  or  three  days 
they  have  been  concentrating  them  at  Oarrsville,  one  day's  march  from 
us.  A  column  has  left  Eichmond  in  the  direction  of  Williamsburg^  but 
I  can  get  no  definite  uiformation  as  to  its  numbers.  The  new  Memmac 
is  expected  down  the  river  in  ten  days.  There  is  nothing  to  cope  with 
her  but  the  Monitor.  The  Galena  is  no  better  than  a  wooden  gunboat. 
If  anything  befalls  the  Monitor  everything  about  us  may  be  smashed 
up,  our  12,000  men  at  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  cutoff  from  us,  and  our  com- 
munication with  Washington  and  Baltimore  closed.  The  Ironsides  was 
here,  but  has  been  withdrawn.  There  certainly  ought  to  be  another 
efficient  armor  clad  steamer  sent  here  promptly. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^'ChneroL 


CMiF.ZZX.]  CORBESPOKDENCE,  ETC. — UNION.  401 

Suffolk,  /September  23, 1882. 
Miyor-Oeiieral  Del: 

Arrived  in  good  aeaaon.  Have  been  over  most  of  the  approaches. 
The  work  is  being  pushed.  No  report  as  yet  from  Colonel  Spear's  re- 
oonnaissanoe. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfar-OeiieraL 

Suffolk,  September  23, 1882. 
M%jor-Oeneral  Dix: 

I  have  received  a  report  ftom  Colonel  Spear,  commanding  reconnais- 
sance, to  this  efllBCt :  He  found  first  picket  of  enemy  3  miles  this  side 
Franklin :  drove  them.  Proceeded  a  mile  fEurther  and  met  the  enemy 
in  some  lorce  at  junction  of  South  Quay  and  Franklin  roads ;  enemy 
fell  back.  One  mile  from  Franklin,  cavalry  and  in&ntry  picket ;  drove 
that  and  proceeded  half  mile  farther.  Enemy  opened  with  artillery ; 
reconnaissance  halted  and  reconnoitered  vicinity.  Five  thousand  in- 
fiintry  at  Franklin  on  both  sides  river ;  2^000  at  South  Quay ;  1,200  at 
Preston's  Ferry.  Floating  bridge  across  Black  water;  [can]  cross  can 
or  utillery.    Strict  guard  kept. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mafor-OeiermL 


WASHmoTON,  D.  C,  Stptember  24, 1802. 

Mf^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  Mtmroe : 

The  defense  of  the  i)oint8  occupied  by  you  is  necessarily  left  to  your 
discretion.  You  will  retain  Peck's  division  and  I  will  send  you  as  soon 
as  possible  four  more  uew  regiments.  The  calls  of  Ctonend  McCleUan 
for  reinforcements  and  the  tardy  movements  of  new  troops  render  it 
difficult  to  satisfy  all  demands. 

I  do  not  insist  upon  your  holding  all  points  now  in  your  possession. 
In  that  matter  yon  must  be  guided  by  the  best  interests  of  the  country. 

H.  W.  HALLECE, 

Omneral-k^Okirf. 


Hbabquabtbbs  Depabtmbnt  of  Nobth  Cabouxa, 

New  Bemej  N.  C7.,  September  24, 1802. 

M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

GenerairinOhitf  U.  B.  Army^  Wuekmfftany  D.  0. : 

Genebal  :  1  have  the  honor  to  say  that  some  time  since  I  made  a 
formal  application  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  for  more  troops 
for  this  department.  This  application  was  made  previous  to  the  great 
answer  made  by  the  loyal  States  to  the  President's  call  for  troops. 

I  learn  now  that  large  numbers  of  new  regiments  are  pouring  into 
Washington,  and  beg  your  attention,  therefore,  to  my  request  for  more 
troops,  and  in  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  say  that,  seeing  the  turn 
afEftirs  are  taking  in  Virginia  and  Maryland,  the  occupation  in  force  of 
this  department  may  l^  most  advantageous  to  the  campaign.    The 
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advantages  of  this  post  for  drilling  and  perfBcting  new  regiments  are 
yery  great.  The  place  is  healthy  now,  wood  is  in  great  abandanoe. 
water  saffldent,  and  snbsLstence  and  qnartermaster's  supplies  are  easily' 
obtfldned  firom  Few  York,  both  to  this  point  and  to  Beaofort,  ftom  which 
point  the  railroad  is  in  good  order  aod  mnning. 

I  have  some  eight  regiments  of  infontry  here  of  old  troops,  divided 
into  two  brigades,  commanded  by  most  excellent  officers  (acting  briga- 
dier-genends).  Colonels  Amory  and  Stevenson,  and  with  other  excellent 
coloncAs  conla  readily  driU  any  number  of  new  regiments  yon  might 
send.  My  artilleiy  force  (Third  New  York  Artillery)  is  good.  They 
number  five  light  batteriiM,  with  twenty-eight  pieces;  Bhode  Island 
Battery,  with  six  pieces;  Rocket  Battalion,  with  eight  pieces.  Riy 
siege  train  ready  fbr  transportatiiHi,  thoogh  at  present  <m  shipboard, 
witii  supply  of  ammunition,  consists  of  four  SCkponnder  Parrott  gUDs; 
in  addition  to  which  I  can  land  for  the  investment  of  any  sea-coast 
place  ten  ^s  (long),  on  ship-carriages.  My  cavalry  force  is  one  good 
and  efficient  regiment.  Third  New  York  Oavalry. 

My  knowledge  of  the  country  in  this  region,  derived  ftom  being  sta- 
tioned here  as  engineer  officer  in  charge  and  more  lately  in  command 
of  this  department,  enables  me  to  use  Uie  small  force  at  my  disposal  to 
advantage,  which  advantages  would  of  course  be  greatly  increased  by 
having  a  much  larger  force  at  my  disposaL 

Hoping  you  will  see  fit  to  send  me  additional  troops,  I  am,  with  great 
respect,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  O.  FOSTBB, 

MqfarChieraL 


Flag-ship  Mhvubsota, 
Newport  JTsm,  Bepiember  24, 1863. 
M%|.  Gen.  Johk  A.  Dix, 

Oammamdmg  BevmUh  Army  OcrpSj  lAo. : 

Gbivsral  :  The  schooner  A.  S.  Pearcy,  recently  attempting  to  leave 
Norfolk  under  a  permit  ftom  the  provost-marshal  with  a  cargo  of  mer- 
chandise, was  stopped,  and  the  case  referred  to  the  Navy  Department 
In  reply  I  am  instructed  not  to  allow  any  vessel  to  import  or  exiM>rt 
merchandise  into  Norfolk,  Elizabeth  River,  or  any  part  of  the  country 
blockaded;  that  Beaufort,  N.  G.,is  the  only  port  open  for  general  traffic 
within  the  limit  of  the  North  Atiandc  Squadron ;  that  what  are  called 
permits  ftrom  any  officer,  except  the  Secretaries  of  the  War,  Treasury, 
and  Navy,  authorizing  the  ingress  or  egress  of  any  vessel  in  violation 
»f  the  blockade  are  not  to  be  regarded ;  that  the  schooner  Pearcy,  with 
merchandise  ftx>m  Norfolk  for  Baltimore,  must  not  be  allowed  to  depart; 
that  there  must  be  no  favoritism  or  license  for  trade  given  to  any  one 
or  more  of  our  own  countrymen  within  the  blockaded  region,  or  to  im- 
port or  to  export  merchandise,  which  would  Justly  be  considered  as 
evasive  of  the  blockade  and  in  ba4l  faith ;  that  no  officer  of  the  Army 
or  Navy  is  authorized  to  grant  permits,  and  that  all  vessels  engaged  in 
illegal  traffic  must  be  seized ;  Uiat  sucn  as  under  the  authority  of  the 
War  or  Navy  Departments  may  be  engaged  to  carry  supplies  to  the 
Army  or  Navy  will  take  no  return  cargo;  that  the  blockade  is  intended 
to  interdict  all  trade  whatever  with  the  country  blockaded  during  its 
continuance  and  should  be  rigidly  enforced. 

In  communicating  to  you  the  foregoing  1  am  happy  to  acknowledge 


Our.  XXX.]  OOBBEgPONDmrCB,  ETC. — vnoK.  408 

your  assonmce  of  your  disposition  to  aid  me,  as  yon  efis<*iitially  may* 
in  giving  efliect  to  the  policy  cf  the  Department^  although  yon  entertain 
a  SflEerent  view  of  the  snbjeot 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  genera!,  most  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  LCC| 
AeUng  Rear'AdmiraL 

P.  S. — Oommodore  Livingston  can  give  return  flights  of  Gk>vem- 
•nent  property  firom  the  Norfolk  navy -yard  to  Northern  navy -yards  to 
quite  a  number  of  the  vessels  bringing  army  supplies  here.  It  will  be 
advantageous  to  them  and  to  the  Government  interests  if  you  will  be 
so  good  as  to  have  them  so  informed. 


HBADQUABTBB8  SeVBNTH  ASMT  OOSP8, 

Fort  Mamroej  Va.y  Septembor  24, 1882. 
liieot.  Oom.  O.  W.  Flussbb,  IT.  B.  N.: 

Sm :  The  accompanying  letter  from  [to]  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lee  will 
explain  to  you  the  earnest  desire  I  feel  to  have  two  or  three  gunboats 
sent  up  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  Bivers  as  far  as  Franklhi,  where 
the  enemy  has  concentrated  a  considerable  force  for  the  purpose  of  at- 
tacking Suffolk.  I  have  at  the  latter  place  a  sufficient  force  to  co-operate 
with  ^ou  in  the  attack  on  Franklin  m  driving  the  enemy  away  and  de- 
stroying the  bridge  which  he  has  recently  constructed  over  the  Black- 
water  at  that  pliMse,  which  is  the  crossing  of  the  Seabourd  Bailroad. 
There  is  deep  water  as  high  as  Franklin,  but  I  do  not  know  the  charac- 
ter of  the  Blackwater  above  its  junction  witii  the  Ohowan.  I  consider 
the  expedition  a  very  important  one,  and  trust  there  may  be  no  obstacle 
to  its  accomplishment. 

If  the  gun  Doats  can  go  up,  please  let  me  know  when  they  will  [reach] 
and  I  will  have  my  force  there. 
I  am,  very  respeotfblly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Hbadquabtxbs  Setenth  Abmt  Corps, 

Ftfrt  Mtmraej  To.,  BepUmber  24, 1S&2. 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lsb, 

Oamfnandifi^  North  Atkmtic  Bloekadimg  Squadron : 

Admibal:  I  had  last  evening  an  earnest  request  from  Mi^or-Gtoneral 
Peck,  commanding  at  Suffolk,  that  two  or  three  gunboats  should  be 
sent  up  the  Chowan  and  Blackwater  Bivers  as  &r  as  F^unklin,  where 
the  enemy  have  a  force  of  from  10,000  to  12,0()0  men.  If  this  can  be 
done  I  think  we  shall  be  able  to  disperse  this  force  and  destroy  the 
bridge  at  that  place. 

I  have  sent  my  aide,  M%jor  Dix,  with  this  dispatch,  and  will  be  glad 
to  receive  your  answer  by  him. 

I  h»ve  received  your  communicatUai  of  yesterday  and  will  give  it  my 
.^arly  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mti^'Ooneral. 
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HbADQUABTEBS  SBTBNTH  ABMT  Ck)RPB, 

Fwi  Monroe^  Va.^  September  25, 1862. 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  F.  LSB, 

Oommanding  North  AtUmtio  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admibal  :  1  have  sent  the  paasea  designed  for  Norfolk  to  Gapt.  J. 
B.  Liebenau,  provost-marshal,  who  will  sign  them  for  vessels  coming 
from  that  port.  Gaptain  Blake  will  sign  passes  for  vessels  going  from 
this  post. 

The  mail  and  transport  vessels  are  subjected  to  a  strict  examination, 
and  nothing  is  permitted  to  go  in  them  except  snpplies  for  the  army  or 
articles  belonging  to  individuals  not  designed  for  irafiBic.  An  account 
of  everything  carried  in  these  vessds  is  kept  by  the  captain  of  the  port 
By  these  precautions  there  can  be  no  traiflc  with  Norfolk  except  such 
as  is  carried  on  under  the  regulations  which  I  sent  to  you. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqjor-Oen&raL 

flBADQUABTBBS  SByBNTH  ABMY  GOBPB, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.j  September  26, 1862 

Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Oommanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgwtdron : 

Admibal  :  I  have  deferred  answering  your  communication  of  the 
17th  instant  in  order  to  obtain  all  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  steam  gun- 
boat on  the  stocks  in  Norfolk.  General  Viele,  on  a  reference  of  the 
matter  to  him,  says : 

Admiral  Lee  is  laboring  [ander]  a  misapprehexinon.  The  private  ship-yard  of  one 
Nash  was  seised  by  my  order  for  Oovemment  purposes,  and  it  has  been  and  now  is 
used  by  the  quartermaster  for  repairing  vessels  useid  by  the  army  for  transportation. 
In  the  yard  and  on  the  stooksisayesseloompleted,  intended  for  the  insurgents  by  this 
man  Nadi.  I  directed  the  quartermaster  to  complete  the  yessel  sufficient  for  launch- 
ing 

On  mentioning  the  &ot  to  Admiral  (then  Commodore)  Goldsboiough  heotfered  the 
use  of  a  gunboat  to  tow  the  yessel  to  Washington.  Tnat  is  all  the  understanding 
Uiere  was  in  the  matter. 

This  subject  was  brought  to  my  attention  in  the  month  of  August 
I  was  not  aware  that  General  Vide  had  done  anything  in  regard  to  it, 
and  on  a  statement  of  facts  by  Captain  Ludlow,  the  quartermaster  at 
Norfolk,  I  ordered  him  to  have  the  vessel  planked  up  so  that  she  could 
be  launched  and  towed  to  Baltimore,  where  1  proposed,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  War  Department,  to  have  her  finished.  I  inclose  a  copy  of 
Captain  Ludlow's  report  to  me,  stating  the  facts  at  my  request.*.  The 
work  has  been  done  by  my  order;  and  I  directed  him  farther  to  place  in 
her,  if  it  should  be  found  suitable,  a  boiler  left  by  the  insurgents. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Oeneral. 


United  States  FLAasHip  Minnesota, 

Newport  News,  Fa.,  September  25,  1862. 

M%j.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oommanding  Se^fcnth  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va. : 

General:  The  Navy  Department  informs  me  that  timely  notice 

'Notflnmd. 
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should  be  given  to  the  inhabitaotB  of  Norfolk,  &Cm  n  order  that  those 
of  them  might  leave  who  should  avoid  persona!  exposure  to  our  fire, 
whilst  defending  the  place  if  attacked  by  the  rebel  ^orces. 

1  submit  to  you  that  in  order  to  avoid  all  embarrassments  to  an  effi- 
cient defense  arising  &om  delay  in  giving  this  notice,  we  should,  as 
soon  as  you  think  it  necessary  to  ao  so,  give  such  public  notice  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  to  foreign  consuls  and  their 
flEunilies  therein  residing,  as  may  be  proper. 

I  invite  ^our  advice  and  co-operation  in  the  premises  and  submit  here- 
with the  within  for  your  consideration  and  amendment.  I  think  the 
matter  demands  our  immediate  attention. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LJElEi, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiralf  Oamdg.  N.  AUamtio  BUkokading  SqucMrcn. 

Official  notice  is  hereby  given  to  all  non-combatants,  foreign  consuls, 
Ac,  that  the  present  threatened  attack  by  tiie  rebel  forces  on  Suffolk, 
an  outpost  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  Va.,  makes  it  necessary  to  no- 
tify them  that  if  they  shall  continue  to  reside  in  these  towns  they  will 
do  so  at  their  own  i>eril,  and  must  take  the  consequences  that  may  ensue 
from  the  exposure  they  will  encounter  during  the  defense  of  Norfolk 
and  Portsmouth  by  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  United  States. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MajoT'OmeraL 

S.  P.  LEiC, 
Ajotg.  Bear-AdmiriUf  Oamdg,  If,  Atlantie  Blot^cadi^g  Squadron. 

To  be  communicated  through  General  Vide  to  the  authorities  and 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth,  to  each  foreign  consul,  and  to 
be  published  in  the  Norfolk  Union  newspapers. 


HSADQUABTXBS  SeTENTH  ARHY  OOBPB, 

Fart  Monroe^  Va.j  September  25, 1802. 

Actg.  Bear-Adndral  S.  P.  Leb, 

Commanding  North  AtUmtie  Bloekading  Squadron: 

ADBOBAii:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  communication  of 
this  morning  in  regard  to  the  threatened  attack  of  the  rebels  on  Suffolk. 
The  question  of  giving  the  notice  of  which  you  inclose  a  draught  is  a 
very  important  and  dehcate  one  and  I  desire  time  to  consider  it.  There 
has  been  as  yet  no  movement  this  side  of  the  Blackwater,  and  it  ap- 
pears to  me  that  an  advance  should  precede  such  a  notice,  which  would 
induce  a  large  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  to  leave  and 
devolve  on  us  the  obligation  of  passing  them  through  our  lines.  K  we 
intended  to  make  the  attack  there  would  be  no  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  giving  the  notice. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^or-General, 
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United  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 
OffNempart  Nemj  Fa.,  S^pUiKidmr  26, 1862. 

Bfaj.  G«u.  John  A.  Do,  U.  S.  A., 

Oomdg.  Sevmth  Army  Carps j  Fart  Jfonroe,  Va.: 

General:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar 
reply  to  my  communication  of  the  25th,  retative  to  giving  notice  to  the 
foreign  consuls  and  to  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk  to  prex)are  them  in 
the  event  of  an  attack  on  Norfolk,  now  threatened  by  the  concentration 
of  rebel  forces  in  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  the  outpost  of  Norfolk.  Shoidd 
the  enemy  march  upon  the  town,  and  under  shelter  of  it  attack  tbe 
troops  and  gunboats,  the  latter,  stationed  in  the  harbor  to  assist  in 
maintaining  our  occupation  of  the  place,  would  be  obliged  to  fire 
upon  it. 

By  giving  timely  notice  to  the  women  and  children,  the  consuls,  &o», 
we  shall  feel  iree  to  fire,  should  it  become  neoessaiy  to  do  so.  By  hes- 
itation and  delay,  lest  we  put  to  some  inconvenience  the  inhabitants, 
of  whom  the  influential,  if  not  the  larger  part,  mppear  hostile  to  the 
General  Government,  we  may  entail  on  ourselves  the  disagreeable 
alternative,  in  the  event  of  a  sudden  attack,  of  firing  upon  a  town 
whose  people  have  not  had  the  benefit  of  a  previous  and  proper  notice. 
A  premature  warning  would  be  better  for  them  aod  for  us  than  none 
at  all,  and  might  possibly  have  the  effect  of  inducing  the  enemy,  at  the 
instance  of  the  inhabitants,  to  desist  from  any  attempt  against  our 
position  there. 

I  therefore  propose  that  the  terms  of  a  notice  shall  at  once  be  ar- 
ranged to  your  satisfiustion  and  signed  by  me,  so  that  yon  may  date, 
sign,  and  publish  it,  whenever  in  your  good  Judgment  it  shall  be  proper 
todosa 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftally,  yours, 

Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oamdg.  HT.  AUamHe  Bioekadimg  Sguadrom, 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Vibginia,  Seventh  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fort  JfoftTM,  September  27, 1862. 
Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok: 

Geiteral  :  Soon  after  I  took  command  here  I  presented  to  the  Gov- 
ernment the  case  of  the  inhabitants  of  Norfolk,  who  were  then  and  are 
now  more  grievously  afifected  by  the  commerdal  restrictions  imposed  on 
them. 

On  the  4th  instant  I  presented  their  case  a  second  time  to  the  War 
Department,  reiterating  my  views,  and  contending  that  Norfolk,  not 
being  a  blockaded  port,  is  not  subject  to  the  laws  of  blockade,  but  that 
it  is  held  by  military  occupation  and  governed  by  the  laws  of  war,  and 
that  neutral  nations  cannot  call  us  to  account  for  any  commercial  inter- 
course we  may  think  proper  to  allow  for  the  comfort  of  our  troops  or  of 
the  inhabitants  who  are  dependent  on  us,  and  for  whose  wants  every 
dictate  of  justice  and  humanity  calls  on  us  to  provide. 

The  state  of  things  here  is  deplorable.  The  people  are  suffering  for 
want  of  almost  all  the  necessaries  of  life.  They  pay  to-day  $16  per  bar- 
rel for  flour.  Through  our  interdiction  of  trade  we  have  shut  them  out 
both  from  the  North  and  the  South,  and  they  are  actually  worse  off  than 
they  were  under  the  insurgents.  I  confess  1  do  not  understand  the  pol- 
icy«  if  there  is  any.    The  permission  was  asked  the  other  day  to  taiDB  a 
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cargo  of  coal  there  for  the  gas  company ,  and  it  was  refhsed  by  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Treasury.  There  have  been  two  or  three  murders  recently 
and  dark  streets  will  facilitate  the  perpetration  of  crime.  Permits  have 
been  given  to  particular  individuals  to  take  cargoes  there  in  a  few  in- 
stances for  general  traffic,  and  in  direct  violation  of  the  Urws  of  blockade, 
if  the  blockade  exists.  But  the  Becretaiy  of  the  Navy  has  instructea 
Admiral  Lee  not  to  allow  any  traffic  in  tobacco,  shingles,  or  other  prod- 
ucts of  the  labor  of  the  inhabitants  with  the  places  fkom  which  merchan- 
dise has  been  introduced  under  the  permits  referred  to,  and  as  they 
have  no  money  they  cannot  as  a  general  rule  avail  themselves  of  the 
benefits  of  this  partial  reopening  of  trade.  Sjiecial  permits  are  a  source 
of  the  most  unconscionable  extortions.  A  man  was  permitted  to  take 
260  tons  of  coal  the  other  day,  and  the  dty  being  nearly  destitute  he 
sold  for  $15  a  ton  what  cost  him  about  $6.  The  Secretaiyof  the  Navy 
has  instructed  Admiral  Lee  not  to  allow  anything  to  pass  except  sup- 
plies for  the  army  on  permits  from  General  Dix.  There  is  a  revenue 
cutter  here  in  charge  ot  a  discreet  and  vigilant  officer  who  Is  exercising 
the  appropriate  ftmction  of  suppressing  illicit  trade;  but  the  Navy 
Department  assumes  that  the  admiral  is  there  to  enforce  a  blockade  as 
if  the  place  belonged  to  an  enemy,  whereas  it  is  in  our  possession,  held 
by  military  occupation,  and  should  be  governed  by  the  commander  of 
the  military  forces  until  the  laws  of  the  united  States  are  fiilly  extended 
over  itb  How  can  it  be  said  to  be  a  blockaded  port  when  the  United 
States  mail  is  carried  to  and  firo  daily  and  a  postoffice  established  for 
general  correspondence  without  restriction  f  I  earnestly  ask  your  at- 
tention to  my  letter  of  the  4th  instant  to  the  Se^etary  o'  War. 

The  permits  given  at  Washington  to  particular  indivtvluals  to  trade 
at  Norfolk,  for  want  of  proper  information,  have  been  granted  in  some 
instances  to  unworthy  persons.  One  was  obtained  not  long  ago  by  an 
individual  who  was  turned  out  of  the  quartermaster's  deparfinent  at 
tius  post  ibr  fi»ud  and  who  was  recently  found  with  a  large  quantity 
of  quinine  destined  unquestionably  for  Richmond. 

You  may  have  heard  that  articles  are  smuggled  through  Norfolk  to 
Richmond.  No  doubt  a  pound  of  tea  and  a  pi^  of  boots  mav  reach 
there  occasionally.  Smuggling  exists  wherever  a  large  profit  is  to  be 
made.  But  these  leaks  at  Norfolk  and  everywhere  else  do  not  amount 
to  an  appreciable  sum.  Tea  has  risen  in  three  montihs  from  $15  to  $20 
a  pound  at  Richmond,  and  other  articles  in  proportion,  showing  how 
liUie  has  been  gained  oy  contraband  trade. 

If  the  War  or  Treasury  Departments  are  unwilling  to  trust  to  the  mili- 
tary commander  the  power  of  granting  permits  to  carry  to  Norfolk  what 
IS  necessary  to  save  tke  people  from  absolute  su£fering,  but  prefer  to 
retain  it^  it  should  be  delegated  to  a  special  agent  here,  who  will  know 
precisely  what  is  needed,  and  who  can,  through  the  information  he  will 
gain,  confine  supplies  to  proper  limits  and  the  privilege  of  trading  to 
honest  hands. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  spare  half  an  hour  from  your  urgent  duties 
to  consider  this  matter.  Between  the  Treasury  Department,  whose 
province  it  is  to  regulate  peaceftil  commerce,  and  the  Navy  Department, 
which  ikncies  it  is  enforcing  a  blockade,  the  unfortunate  inhabitants  of 
Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  (one- third  of  them  loyal^  are  in  danger  ol  starva- 
tion, and  the  ndlitary  authorities,  which  have  tne  nominal  control,  beai 
all  the  responsibility  and  the  odium. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedier.t  servant, 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 

OmeraL 
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Hdqrs.  Deft,  of  Yiroinla,  Setknth  Abii\  Oorpb, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.,  September  27, 18fi2. 

Maj.  Glen.  John  J.  Peok,  Commanding  at  Suffolk : 

General  :  I  have  ordered  Captain  Davis'  battery  to  yon  firom  York- 
towD.  I  will  direct  General  Yiele,  in  case  of  any  sadden  emergency, 
to  execute  any  order  yon  may  give  him.  His  force  is  small,  and  I  do 
not  wish  it  disturbed  except  in  an  exigency  so  pressing  as  to  render 
consultation  with  me  dangerous. 

The  Morse  draws  so  much  water  that  she  cannot  safely  go  higher  up 
the  Nansemond.  Admiral  Lee  has  promised  me  another  gunboat  of 
less  draught,  and  I  will  ask  him  to  put  her  under  your  orders  so  that 
she  can  take  the  place  of  the  West  End  in  case  of  need. 

I  trust  the  telegraph  line  will  be  completed  to-day  so  that  our  com 
munications  may  be  more  regular. 

I  am,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

Ma^'Gm^eraL 


Flag-ship  Minnesota, 
Newport  Newe^  September  28, 1862. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Oomdg.  Seventh  Army  Corpe : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  blank  certificates 

for  the  use  of  army  transports  outward  bound  from  Yorktown  and 

vicinity,  to  be  presented  to  the  naval  guard  vessel  in  York  Biver.    I 

beg  you  will  cause  these  to  be  sent  to  the  provost-marshal  at  Yorktown. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotftdly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Acting  Bear'Admral 

Unitbd  States  FLAa-snip  Minnesota, 

Neteport  NewSj  Va.y  September  27, 1862. 

Mai.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps  j  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  to  request  that  all  army  transports,  before  at- 
tempting to  pass  in  or  out  through  the  blockade  of  James  Biver  or  to 
and  from  the  Nansemond  Biver,  may  be  directed  to  stop  and  show  to 
the  senior  naval  officer  off  Newport  News  the  authority  and  object  for 
their  passing  the  blockade.  It  will  not  answer  to  aUow  any  vessel  or 
steamboat,  though  hoisting  a  white  flag,  to  pass  unquestioned  and  un- 
known. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours. 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiraiiy  Comdg.  N.  Atlaniio  Blockading  Squadron, 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  Virginia,  Seventh  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.^  September  28, 1862. 

A.ctg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admiral  :  I  supposed  all  vessels  going  into  the  James  Biver  or  the 
N^ansemond  reported.  Colonel  Ludlow,  one  of  my  aides,  who  went  to 
likeu's  Landing  with  flag  of  truce  twice,  told  me  he  reported  to  Cap- 
ain  Bodgers  on  both  occasions,  before  you  osune  from  Norfolk.    The 
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last  flag  that  went  ap  a  few  days  ago  was  a  boat  firom  Wasliiugtou  iu 
charge  of  an  officer  firom  that  city*    He  was  not  aware,  I  presume,  of 
the  mle.    I  will  give  the  necessary  directions  to  the  captain  of  the 
port  here,  who  has  the  snpervision  of  all  vessels  arriving  or  leaving. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jlq^or-Oaiiaral. 


Hix)B8.  Dbpt.  of  YntoiNiA,  Seventh  Army  Gobps, 

Fart  Monroe,  Fa.,  September  29, 1862. 
Maj.  Oen.  H.  W.  Halleok: 

Ornbsal:  In  my  letter  of  the  27th  instant  I  stated  that  permits  to 
nade  in  Norfolk  had  been  given  to  improper  persons.  Yesterday  Mr. 
Noyes,  the  person  I  alinded  to  as  having  been  turned  out  of  the  qoar- 
masters  department  for  fraud  and  having  been  found  with  a  large 
quantity  of  quinine  in  Norfolk  sent  to  him  surreptitiously,  arrived  here, 
with  a  permit  from  General  Wadsworth  to  trade,  with  a  very  heavy 
invoice  of  merchandise— among  other  items  2,000  tons  of  coal.  I  am 
very  happy  to  know  that  such  a  supply  of  necessaries  is  to  go  to  Nor- 
folk for  the  relief  of  the  people,  but  I  greatly  regret  that  it  is  in  such 
hands.  At  the  same  time  the  quartermaster  has  received  for  examina- 
tion from  Mr.  Tucker,  Assistant'  Secretary  of  War,  a  fraudulent  claim 
against  the  Government  from  this  same  man. 

There  also  arrived  here  yesterday  a  man  named  Ward  with  supplies 
for  the  Marine  Corps,  purchased  by  him  on  a  permit  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  He  refased  to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  I  stopped 
the  goods.  1  sent  him  with  the  assistant  provost-marshal  to  General 
Yiele,  who  reports  as  follows : 

**  This  man  Ward  is  a  rebel  scoundrel,  who  was  imposed  upon  the 
provost-marshal  by  Captain  McCawley  (Marines),  who  is  certainly  very 
much  in  fadt  in  the  matter.  The  man's  antecedents  are  bad.  He  has 
made  a  fortune  in  contracts  for  the  insurgents.  I  think  a  man  named 
Kirby,  a  renegade  Englishman,  is  the  agent  in  the  matter.'' 

If  there  had  been  a  proper  system  of  supervision  here  in  regard  to 
permits  to  trade  these  cases  would  not  have  occurred. 

I  think  this  will  show  the  importance  of  trusting  the  matter  of  grant- 
ing permits  to  the  commander  of  the  military  department  or  of  having 
a  special  agent  of  the  War  or  Treasury  Departments  here.  In  that 
case  Capt  James  Millward,  jr.,  the  captain  of  the  port  here,  would  be 
a  proper  person,  and  his  duties  would  be  performed  under  my  super- 
vision. He  keeps  an  account  of  all  supplies  received  for  the  inhab- 
itants around  here,  and  is  thus  able  to  tell  at  any  moment  what  any 
&mily  needs.  The  same  system  through  subordinates  might  be  ex- 
tended to  Norfolk. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mc^'OeneraL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YntaiNiA,  Seventh  Abmt  Cobps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  September  29,  1862. 
Aotg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admibal:  We  had  advices  yesterday  from  the  Blackwater.    The 
enemy  have  not  crossed,  nor  can  I  aifoertain  that  they  have  been  re- 
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enfoioed.  I  think  there  is  not  an  armed  insurgent  within  40  miles  of 
Norfolk,  unless  it  be  some  larking  squads,  or  perhaps  eompanies,  in  the 
Dismal  Swamp.  In  the  mean  time  we  have  strengthened  Snnolk  ao 
as  to  feel  oonfldent  of  resisting  any  force  the  enemy  can  have  on  the 
Blackwater. 

I  have  fnlly  considered  the  matter  of  the  proposed  notice  to  the  people 
of  Norfolk  and  the  foreign  consuls  residing  there,  and  regret  to  differ 
in  opinion  with  yon  in  regard  to  the  policy  of  giving  it  at  the  present 
time.  I  am  not  sure  that  we  can  say  that-  Suffolk  &  threatened  until 
there  is  an  advance  of  the  enemy's  forces,  and  I  do  not  think  the  people 
of  Norfolk  should  be  disturbed  unnecessarily.  The  hostile  attack 
should  be  imminent.  A  notice  of  twenty-four  hours  is  all  that  is  needed 
in  case  of  an  attack  or  intended  bombaidment,  and  where  we  are  merely 
acting  on  the  defensive  a  longer  one  cannot  be  expected  of  us. 

I  have  express  orders  not  to  allow  any  one  to  pass  through  our  lines 
without  the  permission  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  If  the  propo«Bd 
notice  is  to  have  any  effect  at  all  it  will  be  to  induce  the  wealthier 
portions  of  the  people  to  leave,  and  they  are  in  general  opposed  to  us. 
The  poor,  among  whom  are  all  the  loyal  part  of  the  population,  have 
not  the  means  of  leaving.  The  result  would  therefore  be  to  drive  off 
those  who  sympathize  with  the  insurgents  and  diminish  the  objection 
on  the  part  of  their  forces  to  attack  the  place.  I  should,  moreover,  feel 
greatly  embarrassed  by  applications  to  pass  our  lines.  I  am  constantly 
revising  them  now  to  parties  who  wish  to  go  to  Bichmoud.  The  pro- 
posed notice  would  insure  a  renewal  of  these  applications  and  imi>ose 
on  me  the  obligation  to  grant  them  as  well  as  others  which  might  be 
made,  while  I  am  prohibited  from  doing  so. 

There  is  another  consideration :  I  do  not  like  at  this  time  to  acknowl- 
edge that  we  are  acting  on  the  defensive.  The  enemy,  as  I  see  from 
the  Bichmoud  papers,  have  been  expecting  an  attack  on  Petersburg, 
and  they  think  we  have  been  very  heavily  re-enforoed  at  Suffolk.  The 
notice  would  be  an  acknowledgment  that  we  have  not  the  means  of 
making  an  aggressive  movement,  and  it  might  encourage  such  a  move- 
ment against  us. 

These  objections,  as  you  see,  relate  chiefly  to  time.  The  form  of  the 
notice  you  inclosed  to  me  is  entirely  unobjectionable.  The  only  sug- 
gestion that  occurs  to  me  is  the  addition  of  the  following  words  at  the 
dose,  viz :  ^<  In  case  these  places  shall  be  assailed." 

If  you  will,  as  you  propoBed  in  your  letter  of  the  26th,  send  me  such 
a  notice,  signed  by  yourself,  I  will  use  it  when  I  think  it  necessary. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  YmaiNiA,  Sbvsnth  Abmy  Oobpb, 

Fart  Monroej  Va.j  September  30, 1862. 

Lieut.  Oom.  0.  W.  Flussbb, 

Oemmanding  U,  8.  Bteamer  Oammodore  Ferry : 

Sib  :  In  consequence  of  some  unexpected  obstacles  we  cannot  be 
ready  until  about  the  10th  proximo.  I  wiU  give  you  three  days^ 
notice. 

The  bridge  has  not  been  reconstructed  at  Franklin  for  tbe  Boanoke 
and  Seaboard  Bailroad,  but  a  floating  bridge  has  been  thrown  across 
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the  Blaokwater  at  that  point.    A  large  foroe  has  been  Bent  down  firom 
PetenboTKy  bat  we  think  the  bulk  of  it  is  at  Zani,  the  oroesing  of  the 
Petenborg  road.    We  are  qnite  straig  at  Sofblk. 
Bespeotftilly.  youB, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€^'O0ieraL 
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Unitbi)  States  FLAasHip  MiimEsoTA, 

Off  Newport  NewSy  Va.,  October  1, 1802. 

M^.  Qen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Camdg.  Sevens  Army  Corpgj  Fort  Momroe,  Va.: 

Gbebbal.  :  Tour  commnnicatiou  of  the  29th  was  received  yesterday. 

Yon  think  the  notice  proposed  by  me  on  the  26th  not  now  necessary, 
Hs  yoor  oatpost  at  Suffolk  has  been  saffidently  strengthened  and  as 
you  believe  there  is  not  now  an  armed  insurgent,  excepting  perhaps  some 
larking  companies  in  the  Dismal  Swamp,  within  40  miles  of  Norfolk. 
The  situation  was  difRBrent  when  I  communicated  with  Uie  Department 
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in  reference  to  the  notice.  Then  yon  had  jaat  infonued  me  that  the 
enemy  was  concentrating  and  threatening  to  attack  Suffolk  with  a 
force  doable  our  own  there  in  uumbeid;  that  yon  had  Bugge^ted  to 
General  Halieck  to  withdraw  the  troopa  m>m  Saffolk,  which  he  declined 
to  do;  that  to  prevent  the  enemy  fit>m  getting  between  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk  you  desired,  and  I  stationed,  a  gunboat  in  the  Western  Branch 
of  the  Nansemond ;  and  General  Viele  had  recently  informed  me  that 
he  had  arranged  to  barricade  and  defend  Norfolk  or  a  part  of  the  town 
embracing  the  custom-house.  I  cheerfully  accept  yonr  opinion  that 
the  prop<^ed  notice  is  not  necessary  at  the  present  time.  The  altera- 
tion you  propose  in  the  notice,  viz,  that  the  consuls,  women,  and  chil- 
dren should  leave,  '^  in  case  these  places  shall  be  assailed,^  would,  I 
respectfully  suggest,  render  the  notice  inoperative ;  would  not  relieve 
these  non-combatants,  who  would  be  between  two  flres,  and  might 
occasion  complaint  on  the  part  of  foreign  governments. 

As  yon  also  think  a  notice  of  twenty-four  hours  would  be  soi&ciAnt 
and  that  no  notice  is  now  necessary,  I  presume  the  matter  had  better 
be  deferred  untO  from  your  officiid  sources  of  information,  which  are 
better  than  mine,  you  Uiink  it  time  to  act;  of  which  I  hope  you  will 
duly  inform  me. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfdlly,  yours, 

&  P.  LEE, 
Aetg,  Rear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  N,  AtUmtie  Blockading  Squadron. 

P.  S. — ^A  steamboat  with  a  white  flag  hoisted  ran  this  blockade,  up 
James  Biver,  to-day. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Virginia,  Sbvsnth  Abmy  0obp8| 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.^  October  1, 1862. 

Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Oomnumddny  North  Atlantie  BlocluMng  Bqwidron: 

x-mimtki. :  I  tiave  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  the  notice  yon  sent 
me. 

I  also  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  in 
regard  to  a  vessel  detained  at  Norfolk.  Ton  will  observe  that  the  right 
of  the  military  commander  to  clear  a  vessel  from  a  blockaded  port— the 
vessel  having  arrived  there  under  a  proper  clearance— is  distinctJy  ad- 
mitted. This  will  relieve  the  question  of  supplies  for  Norfolk  of  a  good 
deal  of  difficulty.  The  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  has  just  granted  a 
permit  for  a  very  large  quantity  of  necessaries — among  other  items,  2,000 
tons  ot  coal.  The  inhabitants  have  no  money,  or  at  least  none  which 
the  importers  will  teke.  They  must  therefore  pay  in  the  products  of 
their  labor — tobacco,  shingles,  sweet  potatoes,  &c.  Under  the  decision 
of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  they  may  do  so ;  and  I  trust,  as  the 
right  to  regulate  commerce  resides  in  the  Treasury  Department,  that 
you  will  not  consider  your  instructions  frt>m  the  Secretory  of  the  Navy 
as  conflicting  with  this  decision.  This  rule  has  always  been  recognized 
heretofore.  On  the  return  of  a  vessel  entering  Norfolk  under  the  au- 
thority of  the  Treasury  Department,  with  merchandise,  I  have  author- 
ized her  to  be  cleared,  with  a  cargo  of  agricultoral  products,  to  any  port 
of  entry  in  a  loyal  State.  Were  it  otherwise  the  permit  to  carry  neces- 
saries there  would  be  a  mockery.  The  case  of  the  Marblehead  is  pre- 
cisely in  point,  for  she  was  regularly  cleared  for  Norfolk,  and  is  laden 
with  staves,  &c,  for  a  return  cargo.    The  Secretary,  you  will  notice 
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does  not  decide  her  ease  as  a  specia]  one  but  states  the  rale  which 
covers  it. 

The  Delaware,  which  has  taken  the  place  of  the  Morse,  is  precisely 
what  we  want.  With  the  West  Bud,  a  heavy  tug  which  I  have  armed, 
we  shaU  have  au  efficient  river  defense.  I  do  not  know  what  instrac- 
tions  yon  have  given  the  commander  of  the  Delaware,  and  I  will  be 
iimch  obliged  to  you  if  you  will  request  him  to  act  in  conjunction  with 
the  West  End,  under  the  direction  of  Migor-General  Peck,  who  will  be 
advised  of  all  exigencies  as  they  arise  and  know  how  to  meet  them. 
1  am,  admiral,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

United  States  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  Nevc8j  October  2, 1862. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oomdg.  SeveiUh  Army  CorpSj  Fortress  MonroSy  Va» : 

GsNSBAL :  Tour  communication  of  the  1st  instant  is  received.  I  do 
not  see  that  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  Mr.  Cutting 
respecting  the  schooner  Marblehead  allows  anything  more  than  that  she 
may  be  cleared  without  a  cargo  of  merchandise.  This  view  is  consistent 
with  my  instructions  of  September  18  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
which  I  read  to  you,  and  the  substance  of  which  I  wrote  to  you  on  the 
23d  ultimo.  The  conclusion  you  arrive  at  and  the  course  you  propose 
seem  to  me  to  be  clearly  in  conflict  with  my  orders.  Tour  communica- 
tion and  this  reply  will,  however,  be  referred  to  the  Department  for  its 
consideration  and  decision. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient 
servant, 

8.  P.  L££, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiraly  Oomdg.  if.  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqmdron. 


XJnitbi)  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  News,  October  3, 1862. 

MaJ.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg,  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fort  Monroe,  Va.: 

General  :  My  instructions  to  the  commanding  naval  officer  in  the 
Nanseraond  River  are  to  go  up  as  near  as  he  can  to  the  West  Branch  of 
that  river  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  there ;  to  endeavor  to 
intercept  rebel  mails  passing  along  there  and  between  Norfolk  and  Rich- 
mond, and  to  avail  himself  of  such  information  as  General  Peck,  from 
his  position,  may  be  enabled  to  give,  in  oitler  to  facilitate  n  cooperation 
with  General  Peck '8  forces,  or  otherwise,  as  may  be  beat,  against  the 
enemy.  I  hope  General  Peck  will  communicate  freely  with  our  gun- 
boat. 

I  sent  the  Morse  to-day  to  relieve  the  Delaware,  the  latter  to  go  out- 
side awhile.  The  Morse  is  the  more  efficient  vessel  of  the  two,  as  she 
is  a  double-euder  and  does  not  have  to  turn  in  that  narrow  stream,  in 
doing  which  I  fear  the  Delaware  has  got  aground  as  she  has  not  yet 
returned. 

1  hare  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yours, 

S.  P.  L£!£!, 
,iei\j.  Hear  A  dmiral,  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Sguadron, 
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BWFOJJL^  Oekiher  3, 1802—10  p.  m. 
Miyor-General  Dix: 

Spear  was  induced  to  go  on  to  Franklin  in  oonaeqnonoe  of  sappoeed 
gunboat  firing.  He  has  held  the  enemy  at  bay  all  day  witb  hi8  little 
force,  doing  them  mach  harm.  For  the  night,  he  is  oocopying  Beaver 
Dam  Church.  He  has  positive  orders  to  ftdl  back  upon  Wessells,  10  or 
\2  miles  from  here,  toward  Western  Branch  Ohnrch.  Bnemy^s  pickets, 
^fantry  and  cavalry,  reported  at  Windsor;  probably  result  of  deserter's 
information.    Gunboats  have  not  reached  Franklin.    Bpear  has  done 


splendidly. 


JOHN  J.  PECK, 


Hbadquabtebs  Dbpabucert  op  Yiboikia, 

Fwri  Mamroe^  Fa.,  Oeiober  a,  1802. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lss, 

Oammanding  Ncrik  AtUumo  Blo6kMmg  Agwodnm  : 

Admibal  :  I  very  much  regret  that  last  steamer  sent  with  flag  of 
truce  to  Aiken's  Landing  shoud  have  passed  you  without  reporting. 
It  was  sent  off  in  great  haste,  on  a  direction  from  the  Secretary  of  War, 
with  an  officer  who  had  never  before  been  on  that  service.  I  have  taken 
such  measures  as  I  trust  will  effectually  prevent  any  such  failure  to  re- 
port hereafter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  communication 
of  yesterday,  and  am,  very  respectfrdly,  admiral,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

QmeraL 


Hbabquabtbbs  Dbpabtmbnt  of  North  Oabolina, 

New  Bemej  N.  0.,  OeM>er  3, 1862. 
M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbgk. 

Oommander-in-Ohief  TT.  8.  Army,  Wa$hingUmj  D.  0. : 

Obnesal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  everything  is  quiet 
throughout  this  department,  and  as  I  am  in  the  habit  of  making  con- 
stant armed  reconnaissances  very  little  picket  firing  even  is  at  the  out- 
posts. 

The  health  of  the  troops  is  not  particularly  good  Just  now  (we  have 
some  1,500  sick),  but  is  improving,  and  expect  that  cold  weather  will 
soon  bring  them  up. 

Our  hospital  arrangements  we  have  perfected  to  a  great  degree  here, 
Beaufort,  and  Poi-tsmouth,  and  we  think  they  will  compare  most  favor- 
ably with  any  United  States  hospitals  elsewhere. 

During  our  stay  here  we  have  formed  and  equipped,  mounted  and 
drilled,  five  light  batteries  from  the  Third  New  York  Artillery.  My 
requisitions  for  this  object  on  the  Ordnance  Department  have  met  gen- 
erally prompt  and  full  attention ;  the  men  are  good,  the  officers  take  hold, 
and  the  batteries  are,  I  think,  quite  efficient.  1  am  now  reorganizing 
the  batteries  (2)  of  the  New  York  Rocket  Battalion,  and  for  this  pur- 
pose have  required  for  six  Napoleons  and  the  necessaiy  number  of 
horses,  which  we  hope  will  be  promptly  filled  ]  also  requisitions  for 
cavalry  ho]  ses  to  mount  recruits  and  remount  men  whose  horses  have 
been  killed  in  service  or  by  an  epidemic  which  broke  out  in  the  summer. 

T  had  the  honor  to  make  a  brief  statement  of  my  force  in  my  letter  of 
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September  24,  and  to  Tequeet  le-enfaroements  of  infontry  to  be  sent  if 
it  was  expected  of  me  to  go  into  active  service  daring  the  cool  weather 
now  rapidly  approaching.  Farther  reflection  on  this  sabject  has  con- 
vinced me  of  the  propriety  of  my  reqaest,  and  especially  as  regards  new 
egimentSi  and  I  beg  leave  to  rearge  this  matter  and  to  farther  say  that, 
even  if  it  is  not  intended  that  I  shonld  make  any  decided  movement, 
this  place  presents  very  great  fisMsilities  as  a  camp  of  instroction  for  a 
very  large  body  of  troops  and  woold  be  more  available  for  operations 
on  the  flank  of  the  enemy  shoald  that  be  rendered  necessary  by  their 
retreat  from  Bichmond  or  from  any  other  caase.  Even  if  thirty  or  forty 
^ew  regiments  be  sent  I  will  devote  my  personal  time  to  drilling  and 
perfecting  them  in  their  daties.  I  have  several  old  colonels  who  are 
abandantiy  able  to  assist  me  in  training  the  regiments  in  battalion  and 
brigade  movements. 

I  take  measares  to  be  fhlly  informed  throagh  deserters,  spies,  Ac,  of 
the  enemy's  strength,  preparations  for  defense,  and  movements  in  this 
department. 

Between  this  point  and  Baleiirh  there  are  about  8,000  men,  princi- 
pally infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  a  small  force  of  light 
artillery.  In  the  conntry  between  the  Tar  and  Boanoke  Bivers  there 
is  a  movable  force  of  aboat  3,000  men,  threatening  Washington  and 
Plymontii,  and  fearing  to  attack  either. 

My  informant  says  that  a  permanent  gaard  of  one  regiment  is  kept 
at  Weldon  Bridge;  bat  there  are  other  sapporting  bodies  that  coald 
be  concentrated  to  the  amoant  of  5,000  or  10,000  men  before  I  coald 
reach  there.  This,  of  coarse,  is  independent  of  any  force  that  might  be 
sent  from  Bichmond  or  Petersbnrg. 

At  Wilmington  and  in  the  defenses  at  the  month  of  the  Gape  Fear 
Biver  are  abmit  3,000  men.  The  extent  and  strength  of  the  defenses 
at  the  month  of  the  Gape  Fear  have  been  largely  increased  of  late.  On 
Federal  Pointy  north  of  New  Inlet,  a  long  line  of  batteries  has  been 
erected,  inclosing  in  their  limits  the  light-house  and  terminating  beyond 
in  a  large  and  strong  work  called  Fort  Fisher.  The  nnmber  of  gans 
moanted  are  thirty-six,  several  of  which  are  of  so  great  caliber  as  to 
throw  shot  farther  than  any  gnns  carried  by  the  present  blockading 
sqnadron.  The  force  of  the  fort  is  now  actively  engaged  in  erecting 
a  Ifurge  bomb-proof  casemate  battery  of  six  heavy  gans.  Across  New 
Inlet  is  Tnrk's  Island,  on  which  there  is  a  battery  of  six  gans.  At  the 
month  of  the  Gape  Fear  Biver,  Fort  Gaswell  has  been  strengthened,  bat 
to  what  extent  I  am  nnable  to  say ;  the  sand-hills,  however,  within 
range  of  its  guns,  have  been  leveled,  so  as  to  afford  no  shelter. 

Fort  Johnston  consists  of,  in  addition  to  the  original  block-hoose,  a 
batte^  of  at  least  three  gans.  Ascending  the  river  the  defenses  are, 
Arst,  Fort  Saint  Philip,  at  Old  Brnnswick,  mounting  nine  gans,  bearing 
on  the  river-— open  gorge.  On  the  east  side  are  three  batteries :  First, 
Lasaretto  Battery,  mounting  three  guns;  second,  Fort  French,  a  bomb- 
proof, mounting  three  gnns:  third,  Fort  Ellis,  mounting  seven  guns. 
The  first  battery  is  about  7  miles  from  Wilmington;  the  second  is 
within  500  yards  of  the  first,  and  the  third  3^  miles  from  the  first,  and 
are  all  open  gorge.  There  are  also  small  batteries  protecting  the  loads 
to  Masonborough.  Inlet. 

Epaulements  for  the  purpose  of  sheltering  field  pieces  are  thrown  up 
at  intervals  from  Fort  Fisher  to  Masonborough  Inlet.  The  pieces 
nsnaUy  sent  on  the  beach  are  two  heavy  breech-loading  English  rifled 
gnns,  saved  from  the  wreck  of  the  Modern  Greece  I  have  late  infor- 
mation that  Masonborough  Inlet  is  extensively  used  by  light-draught 
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veABels  iu  nuining  the  blockade.  At  last  dates  there  were  there  forty- 
three  light  schooners.  I  have  informed  the  naval  commanders  of  that 
fact.  There  are  also  some  salt-works  at  that  place  and  on  the  adioining 
waters.  The  dintance  is  too  great  for  an  expedition  from  here,  unless  the 
same  expedition  were  to  at^k  Wilmington  itself.  I  have  destroyed 
all  the  salt-works  within  reach  of  me,  as  per  previous  report. 

I  am  advancing  the  defenses  of  this  town,  and  they  are  now  strong 
enough  to  require  a  siege  to  take,  I  think.  The  defenses  of  Washing- 
ton,  which  were  not  mounted  or  garrisoned  at  the  time  of  the  recent 
attack,  are  now  both,  and  are  sufficiently  strong  to  offer  very  great  re- 
sistance to  an  attempt  at  a  ootip  demain, 

J  am  erecting  block-houses  at  all  the  lesser  exposed  points  on  the 
line  of  the  railroad,  &c.  Many  are  finished  and  the  rest  are  progress- 
ing well. 

I  omitted  to  mention,  in  speaking  of  Wilmington,  that  yellow  fever 
has  broken  out  there  and  bids  fair  to  become  an  epidemic.  The  in- 
habitants have  fled  the  town;  the  telegraph  office  is  closed,  and  all  work 
on  the  iron-dad  gunboats  now  building  there  is  suspended.  Concern- 
ing these  gunboats  I  have  some  information  which  I  deem  accurate,  and 
which  I  wUl  give  in  brief  as  you  may  desire  to  communicate  the  same  to 
the  Navy  Department:  They  are  150  feet  in  length,  35  or  40  feet  beam, 
and  will  draw  some  14  feet  water.  They  are  simply  intended  for  river 
defense  and  are  not  designed  to  cross  the  bar.  The  engines  are  firom 
the  Modern  Greece  and  the  Uncle  Ben.  They  are  not  yet  set  in.  Five 
weeks'  work  will  be  necessary  to  finish  the  first  and  three  months  for 
the  second.  They  are  to  be  plated  with  railroad  iron  and  built  after 
the  pattern  of  the  Merrimac  No.  1. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  F08TEB, 


Bttffolk,  October  5, 1862. 
General  Dix: 

Although  I  supposed  the  9th  would  be  the  day,  yet  I  felt  anxious 
about  matters  in  the  direction  of  Franklin ;  the  more  so  as  the  enemy 
was  advancing  his  picket  line  some  4  or  5  miles  from  the  river;  hence 
I  sent  Spear  for  information  upon  which  to  base  action.  He  was  at 
Franklin  ixom  an  early  hour  till  after  midnight.  Longer  delay  under 
the  circumstances  would  have  been  risky.  My  information  about  the 
obstructions  led  me  to  doubt  their  ability  to  co-operate.  Sent  a  party 
to  the  South  Quay  region  last  night  to  return  via  Wianoke  and  Somer- 
ton  with  information  of  the  boats;  will  aid  if  possible.  We  have  acted 
in  good  faith,  and,  as  you  remark,  no  blame  can  attach  to  us.  I  shall 
strive  to  reflect  your  views,  and  trust  my  efforts  will  command  your 
approval. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M€0or'€hneraL 

United  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Of  Netoport  News,  October  6,  1862. 

General  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

Genebal.  :  1  regret  to  have  to  inform  you  of  a  violation  of  the  block- 
ade by  the  schooner  Caspar  Heft,  chartered  on  the  1st  instant  by  Gattell 
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ft  Moore,  to  take  a  load  of  shingles  ftom  SnfFolk  to  Phflac  elphia,  and 
with  a  permit,  dated  October  1,  ftom  €^eral  Yiele^s  assistant  ac^ntant- 
generalf  the  provost-marshal  of  Norfolk,  to  Gattell  &  Moore  to  send  this 
schooner  to  Boffolk  to  load  with  sliingles.  Lientenant  Babcook,  of  the 
Morse,  reports  that  tliis  schooner  is  in  ballast  and  that  her  master  in- 
ftnrmed  him  that  these  shingles  are  for  a  private  speculation  and  not  for 
the  army  or  navy.  I  had  the  honor  to  read  to  yon  my  instmctiens 
from  the  Department  on  this  snlrfect  and  to  oommnnicate  to  yon  the 
substance  of  them  on  the  22d  ultimo.  Under  these  instmotions  I  can- 
not leoogniie  this  permit  at  allow  this  trade. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

B.  P.  IJIB, 


WAsmvoTOV,  D.  a,  Oeiober  <^  186S. 

Mi^or-Gtoneral  Dix,  Fort  Mamroe: 

Obnxral  :  Yonr  communications  of  the  27th  and  20th  ultimo  in  re- 
nrd  to  trade  with  Norfolk  have  been  submitted  to  the  Beoretaiy  of 
w  ar,  and  I  am  directed  to  reply  that  trade  with  that  post  is  under  the 
general  control  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Nevertheless,  as 
commanding  officer  of  the  department,  yon  have  full  authority  to  com- 
pel an  vessds  to  report  to  you  for  inspection,  and  to  take  such  other 
measures  as  may  be  necessary  to  prevent  frauds. 
Tery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 


Uhitied  Btatbs  Flagkship  MnmssoTA, 

Off  Newport  NewSj  Fa.,  October  <^  1M2. 

Mid*  ^^"^  John  A.  Dix,  TJ.  8.  A., 

Oownmandimg  Seventh  Army  Oorp$j  Fort  Monroe^  Vtu  : 

Gbnbral  :  Tour  communication  to  me  of  the  1st  instant,  and  its  in- 
dosure.  with  my  reply  in  copy,  were  referred  to  the  honorable  Secretary 
of  the  Navy.  In  reply  thereto  the  Department  writes  that  my  decis- 
ion in  the  matter  is  correct  and  in  conformity  with  instructions  and 
the  law  of  blockade;  that  there  must  be  no  traffic— no  return  cargo: 
that  supplies  may  be  conveyed  to  the  troops  but  not  to  the  people  of 
Norfolk  and  Virginia. 

I  respectfully  request  your  aid  in  your  department  in  pntting  a  stop 
to  all  further  attempts  to  violate  the  blockade  and  the  instructions  m 
the  Department,  which  I  have  had  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oomdg.  N.  Atlantic  Bloekading  Bquadron. 


Hdqbb.  Dbpt.  op  Yibginia,  Bevbnth  Askt  Oobps, 

Fort  Monroej  Va.j  October  6, 1862. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Oomimanding  North  AUantio  Blockading  Squadron  : 

ADMiSAii :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  this  date,  and  to  say  in  reply  that  I  shall  do  all  in  my 
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power  hereafter,  as  I  have  heretoflne^  to  aid  yoa  hi  preventing  any 
oommercial  intercoarae  with  Norfolk  exoept  anch  as  is  permitted  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  under  spedal  pennits  gmnted  in  oon- 
formity  to  the  printed  regulations  oonoeming  internal  and  coastwise 
intercourse,  of  which  I  sent  you  a  copy.  I  have  not,  since  I  received 
those  r^e^ations,  granted  permission  to  any  vessel  or  any  merchandise 
to  leave  t^is  post  for  Norfolk  except  in  compliance  with  them. 

The  terms  of  instructions  quoted  by  yon  as  having  been  received  by 
the  Navy  Department  are  so  broad  that  I  desire  in  order  to  nnderstand 
the  interpretation  you  put  on  them  to  make  a  few  inquiries  for  my  own 
guidance.  They  state  that  '^supplies  may  be  conveyed  to  the  troops 
but  not  to  the  people  of  Norfolk.'' 

Do  you  nnderstand  this  declaration  to  inohide  soimlies  <rf  merchan- 
dise cleared  for  Norfolk  under  the  regulations  refbned  to  and  intended 
for  the  people  and  not  for  the  troops  T 

The  instructions  also  declare  ^'  that  there  mnat  be  no  tralllo— no  re- 
turn cargo."  Do  you  nnderstand  that  yon  are  to  prevent  the  traflBc 
carried  on  under  special  permits  from  uie  Seciecaxy  of  the  Treasury 
and  in  confonnity  to  the  regulations  f 

The  Marblehead  was  allowed  to  return  from  Norfolk  with  a  caigo 
nnder  a  permit  and  under  a  rule  prescribed  by  the  Seoretaiy  of  the 
Tr^wury.  If  another  vessel  with  a  <^ return  cargo"  should,  nnder  this 
mle,  be  cleared  for  a  Northern  port  by  a  permit  from  the  commander  of 
the  military  department,  would  you  consider  it  your  duty  to  stop  her 
nnder  your  instructions  from  the  Navy  Department  f 

If,  under  your  instructions,  '^no  traffic"  is  allowed,  what  <^ trade"  in 
or  shipments  of  cotton  or  other  merchandise,  conducted  in  pnrsuance  of 
said  regulations,  are  referred  to  and  authorixed  by  the  order  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Navy,  page  8  of  the  pamphlet  edition  of  the  regtda- 
tionsf 

A  gentleman  has  exhibited  to  me  a  permit  fh>m  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  on  the  certificate  and  request  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  to 
carry  a  large  quantity  of  supplies  to  the  people  of  Norfolk.  Among 
other  items  are  2,000  tons  of  coal,  of  whidi  only  160  tons  have  been  de- 
livered. Do  you  consider  your  instructions  as  requiring  yon  to  stop 
the  remaining  1,840  tons  of  coal  and  the  other  supplies  enumerated  in 
the  permit  f 

I  make  these  inquiries  not  only  because  I  desire  to  understand  your 
own  views  distinctly,  but  because  the  instructions  yon  have  received, 
if  taken  literally,  seem  to  me  to  be  inconsistent  and  in  conflict  with  the 
regulations  which  both  the  War  and  Navy  Departments  have  sanc- 
tioned. In  a  word,  I  do  not  see  how  any  tnkffio  should  be  provided  for 
and  i^gulated  if  <'no  traffic"  is  allowed. 

i  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  op  YTRonnA.  Sbvbnth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fort  Mmiiroe,  Fa.,  October  8, 1862. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stakton. 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib:  The  condition  of  the  people  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  is  snch 
as  to  demand  the  immediate  and  decisive  action  of  the  Government. 
It  is  fully  set  forth  in  my  letter  to  you  of  the  4th  September  and  in  my 
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letter  to  M%|or- General  Halleck  of  the  27tfa.  There  is  this  difference, 
however,  that  their  safferings  for  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life  are  con- 
stantly and  rapidly  increasing.  A  fortnight  ago  flour  was  $16  a  banel; 
it  is  now  $25.  We  have  shnt  them  oat  from  the  sonrces  of  supply  both 
Nortl  md  Booth* 

Th<  Treasnry  Department,  on  the  28th  of  Angnst  last,  prescribed 
^BegolatiODS  concerning  commercial  interoonrse  with  insnrrectioDary 
States  and  sections."  The  Secretaries  of  War  and  Kavy  by  separate 
orders  called  on  the  officers  of  the  Army  and  Navy  to  respect  and  cany 
oat  these  regulations.  On  the  other  hand  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
notwithstanding  this  direction  to  naval  officers,  has  instructed  Admiral 
Lee  to  allow  no  traffic  whatever. 

It  is  not  impossible  that  this  conflict  in  the  Secretarv's  own  orders 
has  arisen  fh>m  the  construction  given  by  him  to  regulation  3,  which 
forbids  any  '^clearance  or  permit  whatsoever  to  any  port,  place,  or  sec- 
tion aflRBCted  by  the  existing  blockade  except  for  military  purposes."  If 
it  be  so,  he  is  in  conflict  with  the  Secretary  of  tiie  Treasury  and  the  Sec- 
retary of  War,  who  are  jointly  (the  former  at  the  request  of  the  latter) 
granting  such  permits  for  traffic  with  Norfolk,  though  to  an  extent  too 
fimited  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  i)eople. 

I  desire,  in  the  first  place,  to  suggest  that  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth 
are  not  blockaded  ports;  that  thev  lack  the  fundamental  condition  of 
a  blockade— hostile  possession.  That  this  is  the  view  taken  by  the 
Treasury  and  War  Departments  I  cannot  doubt,  for  they  would  other- 
wise have  been  restrained  by  regulation  3  from  gi-anting  any  permits 
or  clearances.  The  ftM»t  that  they  are  granting  such  permits  and  clear- 
ances allows  conclusively  that  they  do  not  regard  them  as  blockaded. 
The  laws  of  blockade,  Uierefore,  have  no  appucation  to  them.  I  have 
insisted  uniformly  that  it  is  a  case  of  military  occupation,  and  that 
those  places  are  governed  by  the  commander  of  the  military  forces 
under  the  laws  of  war  j  that  it  is  his  province  to  allow  so  much  com- 
meicial  intercourse  as  is  necessary  for  the  comfort  of  the  troops  and  of 
the  inhabitants,  subject  to  such  restrictions  as  the  Government  should 
think  proper  to  impose  on  him,  and  that  neutral  nations  can  raise  no 
question  in  regard  to  such  intercourse  under  the  laws  of  blockade. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  also  instructed  Admiral  Lee  to  allow 
no  return  cargo  to  be  cleared  firom  Norfolk  in  the  vessels  sent  there 
with  supiilies  for  the  i)eople.  These  instructions  are  also  in  direct  con- 
flict with  those  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasnry.  On  application  to 
the  latter  a  few  days  since  he  authorized  the  schooner  Marblehead  to 
be  cleared  from  Norfolk  with  a  cargo  of  staves  and  headings,  and  in 
the  same  paper  the  right  to  the  mOitory  commander  to  clear  vessels  on 
the  return  voyage  was  distinctly  recognized  and  conceded.  It  is  re- 
spectfully submitted  that  any  other  rule  would  be  a  mockery.  The 
inhabitants  of  Norfolk  and  Portsmouth  have  no  money — ^nothing,  at  all 
events,  which  importers  from  the  loynl  States  will  take — and  a  denial  of 
the  privilege  of  ^living  in  exchange  and  sending  away  the  product  of 
their  own  labor  is  equivalent  to  a  denial  of  all  supplies.  I  therefore 
respectfiiUy  ask  the  decision  of  the  Government  on  the  following  i>oints : 

Ist.  Is  Norfolk  a  blockaded  port,  or  is  it  a  place  held  by  military 
occupation  and  governed  by  the  laws  of  wurf 

2d.  Is  it  not  open  to  the  traffic  provided  for  in  the  regulations  of  the 
Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  28th  August  f 

3d.  'VHien  supplies  under  the  authority  of  the  proper  departments 
are  sent  to  Norfolk  is  not  the  military  commander  at  liberty  to  grant 
clearances  to  the  vessels  carrying  such  supplies  with  a  return  cargo  of 
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the  prodacts  of  the  labor  of  the  inhaMtaiitB  ar  other  merahandifle  to 
any  port  in  a  loyal  Statef 

4th.  May  not  the  commander  of  the  military  department  under  the 
laws  of  war  anthorise  the  introdnction  into  Norfolk  of  such  neoeesaries 
of  life  as  are  required  to  Bave  the  inhabitants  itom  sufBaring  by  hunger 
and  cold  f 

When  these  qnestions  are  dedded  I  respeetftdly  reqoest  that  the 
naval  commander  may  receiye  snch  instmotions  as  to  prevent  any  eon< 
flict  or  misunderstanding  with  the  commander  of  the  mllitanr  foroes. 
I  reqnest,  fhrther,  as  a  matter  of  more  pressing  neoessity,  that  aooh 
instroctions  may  be  given  to  him  as  to  obviate  the  existing  conflict 
with  the  Treasury  and  War  Departments. 

In  the  mean  time  I  desire  to  apprise  yoa  that  as  I  pot  <m  the  regula- 
tions of  the  28th  of  August,  which  have  your  saiustion,  a  oonstmction 
entirely  different  from  t£at  apparently  given  to  them  by  the  Beoretary 
of  the  Navy,  under  which  he  has  instructed  Admiral  Lee  to  idlow  no 
traffic  with  the  people  of  Norfolk,  I  shall  consider  it  my  duty  it  sup- 
plies come  here  with  your  permit  and  tiiat  of  the  BeorBtary  of  t&e  Treas- 
ury to  allow  them  to  go  to  Norfolk,  notwithstanding  die  seemingly  eon- 
flicting  instructions  referred  to  from  the  Becvetary  of  the  Navy. 
I  am,  sir,  very  respeetftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Uhitsd  Statbb  FLAChSmP  MnmEBUTA^ 

Of  Newport  NewMj  Fa.,  OoMer  8,  IMil. 

M%|.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  B.  A^ 

Commanding  Seventh  Anajf  vorps^  Fort  Monroej  Va, : 

Obubbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  yesterday 
of  your  communication  dated  the  6th  instant. 

I  see  no  difficulty  in  executing  my  instructions  from  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment (the  substance  of  which  I  have  communicated  to  you  under  dates 
of  September  18  and  23  and  October  4)  in  connection  with  the  printed 
regulations  to  which  you  refer. 

Permits  given  by  the  Secretaries  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  will 
be  respect^,  bat  not  if  given  by  any  other  officer. 

No  vessel  will  be  allowed  to  pass  the  guard  vessel  with  merchandise 
until  her  x)ermit  and  manifest  have  been  examined  by  me— in  my  ab- 
sence, by  the  senior  officer — and  found  to  be  duly  authorized.  A  vessel 
attempting  to  pass  under  an  nnanthorised  permit  will  be  seized  and 
the  facts  reported  to  the  Navy  Department. 

Vessels  with  army  supplies  will  be  passed  under  a  certiflcato  from 
headquarters  that  they  contain  only  at  my  supplies  and  no  merchandise; 
this  certiflcato  to  be  lett  with  the  guard  vessel. 

In  either  case  the  papers  Justifying  admission  will  be  forwarded  to  the 
Navy  Department. 

By  my  communication  to  you  of  October  6  you  were  informed  that 
the  Navy  Department,  after  seeing  a  copy  of  your  letter  dated  October 
If  and  of  its  inclosed  copy  of  Secretary  Chase's  letter  of  September  27 
to  Mr.  B.  B.  Cutting,  decided  that  the  Marblehead  was  not  authorized 
to  take  a  return  cargo.  The  report  made  to  me  from  the  guard  vessel, 
whose  commander  has  since  been  detached  from  the  squadron,  was  that 
the  Marblehead  passed  out  in  ballast.  I  am  now  surprised  to  learn  from 
your  letter  of  October  6  that  this  vessel  ^was  aUowed  to  return  from 


Vhap.XXJL]  OOBRBaPONDSSrCE,  BTC. —  DHION.  421 

Korfolk  with  a  cargo,  under  a  permit  and  under  a  role  preBcribed  by 
the  Secretary  of  tbe  Ti^easary." 

I  know  not  who  gave  sach  a  permit  Neither  it,  nor  a  rule  for  it,  can 
be  found  in  tbe  above-mentioned  copy  of  Secretary  Chase's  letter  to  Mr. 
Cutting.  The  proceeding  was  a  manifest  violation  of  the  blockade;  it 
is  my  duty  to  state  the  facts  to  the  Department 

I  beg  leave  to  suggest  that  the  War  or  Treasury  Department  can  best 
explain  any  part  of  the  printed  instructions  not  distinct  to  yon.  Per- 
haps embarrassment  arises  from  considering  that  the  port  of  Norfolk, 
the  blockade  of  which  has  never  been  raiaM  by  proclamation  of  the 
Ftesident,  is  to  be  regarded  as  on  the  same  footing  as  the  ports  of  Bean- 
fort  and  New  Orleans. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  genera^  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  JjEiEij 
Aeig.  BearAdmiralj  Camdg.  N.  AtkmHc  Blo€kad4ng  Squadron. 


Hdqbb.  Dbpt.  of  YmaiNiA,  Skvknth  Abmt  Cobps, 

Fort  Monroej  Va.^  OeU>ber  9, 1802. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Oommamding  North  AUamtie  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admibal  :  1  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  8th  instant,  in  reply  to  mine  of  the  7th,  and  am 
happy  to  know  that  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  de- 
claring that  '^  no  traffic  "  should  be  permitted  with  Norfolk,  is  noc  con- 
sidered as  interfering  with  traffic  by  permits  given  under  the  regulations 
concerning  coastwise  intercourse,  &c 

In  regard  to  the  schooner  Marblehead  the  permit  to  pass  was  given 
at  Noifolk  in  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  of  the  27th  of 
September,  written  in  reply  to  one  from  Mr.  Cutting  asking  a  clear- 
ance for  the  vessel  and  a  return  cargo,  as  was  stated  by  him,  although 
tlie  return  cargo  is  not  mentioned  in  the  Secretary's  answer.  I  have 
sent  to  Washington  to  ascertain  whether  it  was  mentioned  in  Mr.  Cut- 
ting's letter  which  the  Secretary  acknowledges. 

The  Marblehead  was  cleared  before  any  notice  of  the  view  taken  by 
the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  wasreceived.  Why  she  was  reported  to  you 
as  cleured  in  ballast  I  cannot  imagine. 

I  have  brought  the  whole  suljject  of  traffic  with  Norfolk  before  the 
Government  and  trust  that  it  will  be  disposed  of  in  some  satisfactory 
mode.  Among  other  questions  I  have  specifically  referred  to  is  that  of 
return  cargoes.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  act  in  strict  conformity  to 
the  regulations. 

I  have  just  learned  that  a  permit  was  granted  yesterday  in  my  ab- 
sence, at  the  request  of  Ghsneral  Viele,  to  a  schooner  laden  with  coal  and 
lumber  for  Norfolk,  and  that  the  captain  of  the  guard  boat  after  allow- 
ing her  to  pass  sent  to  Norfolk  to  recall  her.  I  have  directed  that 
she  be  sent  back  as  he  requests.  I  have  not  seen  her  papers,  but  be- 
lieve that  tht,  permit  was  improperly  granted  by  Captain  Millward. 
The  schooner  came  here  with  a  regular  clearance  for  Norfolk,  as  I  am 
informed,  but  the  permit  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  was  wanting. 
I  shall  see  that  there  is  no  recurrence  of  this  irregularity. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- OeneraL 

P.  S. — ^I  have,  on  reflection,  thought  best  to  notice  briefly  the  sug- 
gestion in  your  letter  ^Hhat  the  War  or  Treasury  Departments  can  best 
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explain  any  part  of  the  printed  instnictionB  not  distinct  to  me."  I  be 
Ueye  I  have  a  perfectly  diBCinct  anderstanding  of  them.  The  queetaona 
I  proposed  to  yoa  were  made  fo**  the  parpoee  of  aecertaiuing  how  yoo 
understood  them,  with  a  sincere  desire  to  obviate  all  miannderstauding 
between  as  in  carrying  them  oat,  and  if  we  dieagieed  to  ask  the  de 
cision  of  the  proper  aathority. 

The  grounds  I  have  taken  witb  the  Oovemment  are  briefly  these : 

Ist.  That  Norfolk  is  not  a  blockaded  port;  that  it  lacks  the  flmda 
mental  condition  of  a  blockade— hostile  possession. 

2d.  That  if  it  were  a  blockaded  port  the  traffic  allowed  ander  the 
regalations  concerning  coastwise  interooorse  is  in  violatioa  of  the  laws 
of  blockade  recogniz^  by  civilized  States.  No  nation  can  shut  out 
neatrab  from  intercoarse  with  a  blockaded  port  and  allow  interooane 
with  it  to  its  own  people. 

3d.  That  Norfolk  not  being  a  hostile  possession,  bot  held  as  a  mili- 
tary occapation,  we  are  free  to  allow  so  much  traffic  as  is  necessary  for 
military  porposes  and  to  prevent  those  whom  we  have  subjected  to  oar 
power  frt>m  eotTering  by  hunger  or  cold — a  duty  dictated  by  the  com- 
monest principles  of  humanity,  and  that  it  is  on  those  conditioDS  only 
that  the  traffic  allowed  ander  the  regalations  can  be  justifled. 

I  do  not  state  these  views  with  the  desire  or  expectation  of  influ- 
encing your  own,  but  to  advise  yon  frankly  of  the  grounds  I  have  taken. 
I  deem  this  frankness  due  to  the  relatione  between  us. 

I  have  instructed  the  provost-marshal  at  Norfolk  to  issue  no  permits 
for  vessels  with  return  cargoes  or  to  vessels  desirous  of  exporting  do- 
mestic or  other  products  until  the  decision  of  the  Government  is 
known. 


Unitbd  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota^ 

Of  Newport  iTem,  Oetober  10, 1802. 

General  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oammandimg  Seventh  Army  Oorpf,  Foftreee  Monroej  Va.: 

General:  The  steamer  John  A.  Warner  passed  ap  this  morning 
under  a  flag  of  truce  and  in  charge  of  an  army  officer,  who  was  recog- 
nized by  the  boarding  officer  frt>m  this  ship.  I  will  feel  obliged  to  yoo  u 
the  officerH  in  charge  of  steamers  on  this  duty  would  exUbit  written 
aathority  to  me  from  vour  headquarters,  as  they  generally  da 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  Ij£!By 
Aeig*  Bear-Admiralj  Oomdg.  N.  AUamHe  Blockadmg  Sguadram. 


United  States  Flag-Ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  NetMj  Oetober  10, 18d2. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Oorpe^  Fort  Monroe^  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  to-night  of 
your  communication  of  the  9th  instant 

The  words  ^'  no  traffic,"  to  which  you  refer,  related  to  such  unauthor- 
iased  traffic  as  in  the  case  m  hand — that  of  the  schooner  Marbleh^^ — 
but  did  not  revoke  my  previous  instructions  to  respect  the  permits  of 
the  Treasury,  War,  and  Navy  Departments.  I  have  seen  but  one  duly- 
aut)  orized  permit,  vis,  that  given  by  the  War  Department^  at  the  in- 
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Stance  of  the  Peravian  miniBter,  to  the  agents  of  the  Pemvian  G  >Teni« 
nient  to  reship  from  Norfolk  the  goano  telonging  to  that  Oovernment 
whicji  i^rmit  was  iminediatety  respected  l^  me.  If  Mr.  Catting  applied 
for,  and  the  Txeasnry  Department  did  not  give  him,  a  permit  to  take 
a  retam  cargo  in  the  Murblehead.  it  was  a  virtnal  reAisal  of  sach  a 
permit  by  that  Department  instead  of  being  a  permit  to  take  a  retorn 
oargo  as  oonstnied  and  carried  out  by  General  Viele.  The  Secretary  of 
the  Treasoiy  only  mled  that  the  Marblehead — the  vessel  only-»might 
be  ^*  cleared "  (have  permission  to  sail),  not  with  a  cargo*  and  did  not,  I 
respectfully  snbmit,  anthorise  her  being  cleared,  as  she  was,  with  a 
letam  cargo,  onder  a  military  permit  purporting  to  be  based  on  a  role 
of  the  Treinory  Department,  which  cannot  be  constmed  from  the  copy 
you  sent  me  of  Mr.  Ohase^s  letter  to  Mr.  Gntting  of  September  27. 
This  military  permit  for  a  retam  cargo  was,  I  beg  leave  to  remind  yoii« 
in  conflict  wiui  my  instractions  firom  the  Navy  Department,  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  commonicate  to  yon  on  the  23d-24th  of  September, 
six  days  previous  to  the  sailing  of  the  Marblehead. 

It  appears  that  the  schooner  Oonrad  Fox,  which  you  say  came  to 
Fortress  Monroe  loaded  with  coal  and  lumber  for  Norfolk,  did  not,  as  you 
were  informed,  come  to  Fortress  Monroe  **  with  a  regular  dearance  for 
Norfolk."  ThecaptainofthisschoonerinformedGaptainCaseto-daythat 
he  has  no  clearance  or  manifest,  as  there  was  no  custom-house  at  Havre 
de  Grace  to  issue  them.  Besides  her  enrollment  and  license  for  coast- 
ing trade  she  has  nothing  but  a  bill  of  lading,  dated  Havre  de  Grace, 
September  27, 1862,  lor  85  tons  of  coal  and  5,000  feet  of  coUings,  to 
be  delivered  to  Eimoerly  &  Bros.,  at  Norfolk,  Ya.  On  the  back  of  this 
UU  of  lading  are  the  fbllowing  indorsements: 

Hbadquabtkbs. 

NmfM,  r«.,  OtUibm'  8, 1881. 

PemiiHloii  !■  heittby  gimi  to  Meaan.  Kimberly  A  Bros,  to  MoeiTa  fnm  Fortran 
MMUoe  86  tona  of  ooal,  per  adhooner  Comad  Fox. 
By  otdor  of  BrigadiMMQaoeml  Tldo : 

J.  H.  LUfiBENAU, 


JAKES  MILLWAED, 

Lombar  is  faelndad  in  the  sbovs  panstt  Ikom  Voifiilk.  

EGBEBT  L.  VIELB, 


Whilst  the  Oonrad  Fox  had  no  special  permit  firom  the  Treasury,  War, 
or  Navy  Departments  to  trade,  and  not  even  the  usual  custom-house 
dearance,  liie  military  fiadlities  shown  by  these  indorsements  were,  I 
regret  to  flnd^  given  to  her  to  trade  here  in  violation  of  the  instructions 
of  the  Government,  which  1  had  duly  and  seasonably  communicated  to 
you.  The  Oonrad  Fox  wad  boarded  by  an  officer  from  the  Victoria 
fguard  vessel),  near  Norfolk,  on  the  8th,  and  her  papers  examined  and 
iound  informaL  When  this  officer  returned  and  made  his  report  to  the 
commander  of  the  Victoria  the  latter  immediately  dispatched  a  boat  to 
brinff  the  Oonrad  Fox  iMck,  but  she  got  to  the  wharf  at  Norfolk  before 
the  boat  could  reach  her,  when  the  provost-marshal  interfered  and 
diumed  control  of  the  ^esscL  He  delivered  her  up  on  the  9th  instant, 
by  your  order,  and  I  am  relieved  by  your  assurance  that  there  shall  be 
^*no  recurrence  of  this  irregularity."  I  am  gratified  that  the  provost- 
marshal  at  Norfolk  has  your  iustmotions  ^*to  issue  no  permits  to  ves- 
sds  with  return  cargoes  or  to  vessels  desirous  of  exporting  domestic 
or  other  products  until  the  dedsion  of  the  Government  is  known." 
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Whikt  wishing  to  avoid  all  disciuaioii  about  the  polk^  of  the  block- 
ade here,  in  my  reply  of  the  8th  to  yoon  of  the  Tth  inatant  I  eodeav 
ored  to  meet  the  scope  of  yoor  qaestiona  by  stating  what  my  inatrne- 
tionSy  which  I  had  some  time  before  oommiinicated  to  yon,  required  me 
to  do. 

Allow  me  In  oonclnsion  to  thank  yon  for  the  frankness  with  which 
yon  have  communicated  to  me  your  views,  and  to  say  that  whatever 
may  be  the  determination  of  the  €k>vemment  upon  the  points  you 
have  presented  it  will  be  my  duty  and  effort  at  M  times  to  cany  out 
fiiithfhlly  my  In'stmctions  from  the  Department,  and  in  the  manner  the 
most  convenient  to  the  administration  of  your  branch  of  the  pubUc 
service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeetftdly.  yours, 

B.  F.  LEE, 
Adg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oamdg.  S.  AHamUo  BMkadmg  SquaOr^m. 


Hbadquabtbu, 
WaMrngtoHj  OeMer  10, 1S82. 

0XAB  HoFFXAN:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  letter  sent  by  flag  of  truce, 
and  copy  of  an  order  issued  with  regard  to  the  shooting  of  vedettes  or 
pickets,  and  the  paroles  of  two  wounded  prisoners  sent  outside  the  lines. 
The  letter  and  order  were  in  accordance  with  instructions  from  General 
Foster. 

Tours,  truly, 

BDWABD  B.  FOTTBB. 


HBABQtTABTXBS, 

WoiMngUmj  K.  0.,  Oetober  9, 1882. 
Commanding  Officer  Omtfederaie  IbroM  nearut  WMhington : 

Sib  :  I  send  \>y  flag  of  truce,  of  which  Captain  Willson,  Third  Hew 
York  Gavaliy,  is  the  bearer.  Surgeon  Stone  and  two  paroled  prisoners. 

By  the  advice  and  suggestion  of  M^jor-General  Foster,  commanding 
the  Department  of  North  Carolina,  I  avaO  myself  of  this  opportunity  to 
inquire  whether  the  inhuman  and  murderous  practice  of  shooting  pickets 
and  vedettes  is  countenanced  by  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Army. 

Brigadier-Oeneral  Martin  in  conversation  with  General  Bumside, 
and  Captain  Tucker  while  here  a  few  days  ago  as  the  bearer  of  a  flag 
of  truce,  both  denounced  this  custom  and  a^:eed  to  use  their  best  en- 
deavors to  put  an  end  to  it.  Notwithstanding  this  agreement  and  these 
denunciations  two  of  our  vedettes  were  yesterai^  murdered  in  the  most 
cold-blooded  manner. 

I  desire  to  know  whether  these  acts  are  committed  by  the  authority 
and  with  the  approval  of  officers.  If  such  outrages  be  not  checked  I 
shall  be  compelled  to  resort  to  retaliation  of  the  severest  character. 

I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant,  

EDWABD  E.  POTTBB, 
Colonel^  Commanding  Po9t 

GXHIiBAL  OBDXBS,  I  HbADQUABTSBS, 

No.  6.  f  Wa9hingUmy  October  8, 1802. 

In  order  to  check  the  inhuman  and  cowardly  practice  on  the  part  of 
the  enemy  of  shooting  our  vedettes  and  pickets  it  is  hereby  ordered  that 
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whenever  these  oatrages  shall  be  committed  by  persons  secreted  near 
honses  or  on  plantations  the  premises  in  question  shall  be  at  once  laid 
waste  and  destroved. 
By  order  of  CoL  Edward  B.  Potter,  commanding  post : 

J.  W.  ATWILL, 
Aaiing  AdjutatU. 


UmrsD  States  Flackbhip  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  NewSj  October  11, 18G2. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz, 

Oommanding  Seventh  Army  Oorpe^  Fortreee  Monroe : 

General  :  I  am  jnst  informed  by  Lientenant-Commander  Babcock, 
U.  8.  Navy,  commanding  the  gunboat  Morse  on  guard  duty  at  Norfolk, 
that  yesterday  he  detained  the  schooner  Chesapeake,  going  into  Norfolk 
for  repairs,  under  a  '^permit"  signed  by  '<  James  Millward,  Captain  Port 
and  Harbor  Master,  Fortress  Monroe,  Va.,"  and  by  your  command. 

I  respectfully  suggest  to  you  that  this  vessel  was  not  going  in  with 
army  supplies,  and,  as  she  is  not  known  to  be  in  distress,  that  it  would 
be  better,  rather  than  have  her  pass  the  blockade,  that  she  should  be 
sent  to  Baltimore  for  any  convenient  repairs  she  may  need.  I  will 
direct  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock  to  return  her  papers  and  send 
her  to  you. 

The  boarding  olflcers  understood  that,  according  to  the  arrangement 
between  you  and  myself,  the  necessary  certificates  to  pass  vessels  were 
to  come  from  your  headquarters  and  to  be  signed  by  Captain  Blakeu 
your  assistant  adjutant-general.  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock  had 
not,  I  presume,  heard  of  the  other  olflcer  or  olflce  above  mentioned. 

Allow  me  further  to  suggest,  in  connection  with  the  matter  of  repairing 
outside  vessels  at  Norfolk,  that,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  getting  hands 
there  to  repair  the  gunboat  Barney  I  was  obliged  to  send  her  to  her 
station  unfinished  after  a  fortnight's  detention,  and  this  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  United  States  quartermaster  at  Norfolk,  Captain  Ludlow, 
hM  always  been  very  obliging,  [tendering]  us  the  facUities  for  repairs 
at  the  ship-yards  in  Norfolk,  which  are  all  under  his  control  As  there 
are  no  flEMBilities  for  repairing  the  United  States  gunboats  at  the  Gosport 
Navy-Tard,  owing  to  the  destruction  by  the  enemy  of  the  work-shops,  I 
beg  that  the  facilities  for  lepairs  at  the  ship-yards  under  army  control 
at  Norfolk  may  be  reserved  as  fiur  as  practicable  for  the  use  of  the  Navy. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfidly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bear-AdnUrtUj  Vomdg.  IS.  AUamHe  Blockading  iSgnaiiroii. 


United  States  Flag-bhip  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  Newe^  Va.y  October  11, 1802. 

M^|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

OomwMnding  Seventh  Army  Oorpe^  Fortren  Monroe : 

Genebal:  Lieutenant-Commander  Babcock.  of  the  gunboat  Morse, 
on  duty  at  Norfolk,  reports  that  the  master  of  the  Pioneer,  mail-boat 
between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk,  says  that  he  has  been  in  the  habit 
for  some  time,  by  your  permission,  of  carrying  merchandise  in  consider- 
able quantities  between  the  two  places,  and,  as  I  understand,  for  pur- 
poses of  trafllo.    The  same  officer  reports  to  me  that  he  is  informed  that 
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iigeutH  fix>Qi  Baltimore  are  iu  the  habit  of  going  to  Korlblk  in  the  mail- 
boat  PioDeer,  getting  vegetableSt  trait,  &c.,  wliich  they  take  to  Fortrew 
Monroe  and  Bhip  immediately  to  be  sold  in  Baltimore  on  private  speoa- 
lation.  I  beg  that  yon  will  be  so  ^ood  as  to  inquire  into  this  matter 
and  forbid  traffic  on  board  these  miul-boats,  which  are  under  your  con- 
trol. Yon  are  aware  that  the  mail-boats  have  not  bee  n  required  iu  pass- 
ing to  leave  the  usual  certificate  at  Uie  guard  vesiel,  because  it  was 
understood  that  they  were  under  good  military  police  and  would  not 
therefore  violate  the  blockade.  I^  however,  the^  are  engaged  in  trade 
the  usual  official  certiflcate  will  be  necessary  as  m  case  of  vessels  pass 
ing  the  blockade  with  army  supplies. 

I  har  "^  the  honor  to  be,  generaL  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  F.  U^, 
Adg.  y^"' Admiral^  Oomdg.  N.  AfUmHe  BUkitadimg  SquaOr^m. 


HDqss.  Dbpt.  of  YmonraA.,  Sxveivtb  Abmt  Gobps, 

Fort  Monroej  Va^  (htober  11, 1882. 
Actg.  Beat  Admiral  H.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  AtlanOe  BlodBoding  Squadron : 

8m :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  copy  of  Mr.  Cutting's  letter  on 
which  the  schooner  Marblehead  was  cleared  ^^  with  iier  caigo"  by  the 
direction  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasunr,  a  copy  of  whose  letter  you 
Lave.    In  the  latter,  a  rule  is  prescribed  for  like  cases. 

I  have  therefore  to  advise  you  that  I  shidl  on  application  clear  with 
return  cargoes  from  Norfolk  vessels  which  go  there  with  permits  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  with  the  regulations  oon- 
ceming  coastwise  Intercourse,  &c 

1  am,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

jomr  A.  DIX^ 

M^iar-OmmrA 


Uhitsd  States  Flaghoop  Mhhibsota, 

OffNowport  New9j  Va^j  Oetober  U,  1888. 

M%|.  Qem  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Oomwumding  Seventh  Armf  Oarpe: 

Gbnebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tlie  receipt  this  after- 
noon of  your  communication  of  this  date,  inclosing  a  copy  of  Mr.  Gn^- 
ting's  letter  of  September  27, 1862,  to  the  Secreta^  of  the  T^ieasury. 

There  is  an  inaccuracy  in  Mr.  Cutting's  letter  which  requires  a  prompt 
correction  at  my  hands.  Mr.  Cutting  came  on  board  to  iuquire  if  Ids 
vessel  (not  vessels)  with  lumber  could  pass  the  guard  vessel.  I  had 
but  recently  assumed  the  command,  and  not  being  fomiliar  with  the 
state  of  affairs,  inquired  of  Commander  Case,  caption  of  the  fleet,  for 
information  about  the  matter,  and  was  informed  in  reply  that  Admiral 
Gk>ldsborough  had  allowed  Mr.  Cutting's  vessels  to  pass,  and  Com- 
mander Case  said  he  believed  Mr.  Cutting  was  one  of  several  Arms  who 
were  trading  here  under  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  Uie  l^easury. 
It  was  upon  this  understanding  of  the  case  that  I  assented  not  to  in- 
terrupt what  seemed  usual  and  proper.  But  it  is  inconect  in  Mr.  Cut^ 
ting  to  assert  that  I  *'  granted"  him  the  '^  privilege  "  of  trading.  I  never 
meant  to  do  auj-  such  thing. 

On  the  18th  of  September  I  received  instructions  from  the  Seon^tary 
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of  the  Navy,  in  reply  to  the  application  of  the  gas  company,  *Hhat  no 
tiaffic  in  shingleB,  cotton,  or  tobacco  could  be  permitted''  here.  I  im- 
mediately sent  Commander  Case  and  Mr.  Saltonstall  on  shore  to  inform 
General  Viele  of  the  Department's  answer  to  the  gas  company,  and  di- 
rected them  to  inform  Messrs.  Gatlett  &  Moore  and  Mr.  Cutting  that 
tradehei'e  was  not  allowed. 

Commander  Case  learned  from  the  provost-marshal  that  Mr.  Cutting 
had  gone  North  the  evening  betore,  and  the  provost-marshid  said  he 
eoold  not  direct  Commander  Case  where  he  could  find  Messrs.  Catlett 
&  Moore,  but  he  wonld  notify  them  of  this  order  of  tiie  Departments 

The  Marblehead  sailed  under  a  military  permit,  purporting  to  be 
under  sanction  of  the  Treasury  Department,  on  the  30th  of  September. 

Commander  Case  has  read  and  indorsed  this  statement. 

In  reply  to  your  notice  to  me  '<  that  you  shall,  on  application,  clear  with 
return  cargoes  from  Norfolk  vessels  which  go  there  with  permits  from 
the  Secretcury  of  the  Treasury,  in  conformity  with  the  regnlations  con- 
cerning coastwise  interconi'se,''  &c.,  I  have  to  inform  you  that  it  will  be 
my  dn^,  under  my  instructions,  to  pass  any  vessel  into  Norfolk  with  a 
cargo  of  merchandise  showing  me  a  permit  therefor  from  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury,  and  that  it  will  also  be  my  duty,  under  instructions,  to 
seixe  any  vessel  passing  out  of  Norfolk  witii  a  cargo  of  merchandise 
under  a  permit  from  you. 

In  your  comunication  to  me  of  the  9th  instant  you  say:  **1  have 
brought  the  whole  subject  of  trafiic  with  Norfolk  before  the  Ciovemment, 
and  trust  it  will  be  disposed  of  in  some  satisfactory  manner:"  and  yon 
also  say  in  the  same  communication:  <<I  have  instructed  tne  provost- 
marshal  at  Norfolk  to  issue  no  more  passes  to  vessels  with  return  car- 
goes or  to  vessels  desirous  of  exporting  domestic  or  other  products  until 
the  decision  of  the  Government  is  known."  I  sincerely  trust,  general, 
that  you  will  adhere  to  this  considerate  course.  You  kaow  my  instruc- 
tions and  my  duty  to  obey  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Actmg  Bear'AdmruL 


dPBOIAL  ORBBBS,  \  HBQBS.  OF  THB  ABMT,  ABJT.  OBN.'B  OFFIGB, 

No.  290.  )  Waikmgtony  October  11, 1802. 

•  •••••• 

IL  Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  Van  Alen,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  is  hereby  re- 
lieved from  duty  at  Torktown,  Ya.,  and  will  report  in  person  witliont 
delay  to  the  Genend-in-Chief. 
By  command  of  M^jor-Geoieral  Halleck : 

B.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
Amstamt  Adfutant-OmieraL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Yibgtnia,  Seventh  Abmy  Cobps, 

Fart  Monroe^  Va.,  October  12, 1802. 

4et;g«  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lee, 

North  Atlantie  Blockading  Squadron : 

Adxibai^  :  Lieutenant-Commander  Baboock  is  entirely  mistaken  in 
sappoeing  that  the  Pioneer  has  been  enga^^  by  my  permission  in  car- 
rying merchandise  in  considerable  quantities  between  Norfolk  and  this 
post  fbr  purposes  of  traiBc    The  only  articles  allowed  to  go  in  the  maU- 
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boat  are  satlefs'  goods  for  the  mflitary  fbroes.  or  goods  in  small  quan- 
tities, having  the  reqaisite  permits  from  ttie  Treasury  Department  I 
have  given  the  strictest  orders  to  the  captain  of  the  port,  Gapt.  James 
Mill  ward,  and  am  tissnred  by  him  that  they  are  rigidly  enforced.  I 
will  thank  yon  to  recognize  him  as  anthorized  to  give  permits  to  vessels 
and  merchandise  going  to  Norfolk  with  the  requisite  perndssion  from 
the  Treasury  Department. 

I  am  also  assured  by  Captain  Millward  that  no  vegetables  nor  fruit 
are  brought  here  in  the  Pioneer  and  shipped  direct  to  Baltimore  to  be 
sold  on  8peculation%  The  only  articles  of  tiiat  description  brought  here 
from  Norfolk  are  for  the  use  of  the  troops  and  the  population  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  fort 

Captain  MiUward  was  appointed  captain  of  the  port  by  Hi^or-Oen- 
eral  Wool  before  the  capture  of  NorfoUc.  His  duty  is  to  DOttrd  all  ves- 
sels coming  here  or  departing,  and  to  supervise  generally  all  that  is 
done  in  the  harbor. 

I  am,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servaoti 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jfqfor-OMMraL 


Unitrd  States  Flackship  Mihiibsota, 

Off  Newport  New8y  Va^  Odober  15, 19S2. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Sevenik  Army  OorpB^  Fort  Momroej  Va. : 

Oenebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  a  guard  steamer  has 
been  stationed  at  a  convenient  distance  from  Fortress  Monroe  for  the 
purpose  of  enforcing  the  blockade. 

I  would  respectfrdly  request  you  to  cause  the  masters  of  all  vessels 
in  the  employ  of  the  army  to  leave  a  certificate  on  boud  of  her  similar 
to  that  left  on  board  the  guard  steamer  at  Norfolk  by  vessels  so 
ployed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotftdly,  yours, 

&  P.  LBB, 
Aetg.  BearAdmiralf  Comdg.  N.  AOomMo  Bloekadimg  SqwaOrom. 


UmTBD  Statbs  FLAChSHiP  MnmssoTA, 

Off  Newport  JSTam,  Va^  Ootobor  15, 1882. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz,  XJ.  8.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Armff  Vorpe^  Fortreee  Monroe^  Va.: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  0th  instant,  making  certain  spediio  in- 
inquiries  relative  to  my  interpretation  of  and  proposed  course  of  con* 
duct  under  my  blockading  instructions  from  the  Department,  was,  with 
my  reply  thereto  of  the  8th,  submitted  to  the  Navy  Department  tor  its 
decision. 

The  Department  approves  of  my  letter  of  the  8th  instant  to  you  of 
my  course  in  regard  to  traflSc  and  the  ingress  and  egress  of  vessels  as 
correct  and  in  conformity  with  my  instructions  and  duty,  and  instructs 
that  until  the  blockade  is  raised  or  modified  it  must  be  stadetly  nudn 
tained. 
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The  honorable  Beeretar^  of  fhe  Navy  aaya : 

Thftt  theie  is  dtoiiw  in  Norfolk  mod  the  wbolo  inanmetioiiary  TOjg^on  I  doubt  not. 
The  obiect  of  the  blockade  is  to  destroy  their  traffic  while  in  rebelUoo.  The  relief  ii 
in  the  hands  of  the  people  who  have  only  to  be  loyal  to  be  relieved.  The  case  is 
not  one  of  sympathy  out  of  duty. 

The  honorable  Secretary,  ondar  date  of  October  13,  also  saye : 

The  role  which  General  Dix  applies  to  Norlblk,  denying  that  it  is  a  blockaded  port, 
would  exempt  any  port  and  the  whole  coast,  wiui  the  exception  of  Wilmington  ana 
Charleston,  from  blockade,  for  all  an  held  by  military  occupation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  Teiy  respeotMly,  yonrs, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Aaig.  Bear'Admknl^  Oomdg.  N.  AiUmih  BUMkadittg  Sguadnm. 


TBSASUBT  DBPABTMB19T, 

October  16, 1802. 
The  Hon.  Sbobbtabt  of  Wab  : 

Sib  :  1  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith,  fbr  yoor  informatioD 
and  ench  action  as  you  may  think  necessary,  copy  of  a  letter  this  day 
received  fh>m  Mid.  B.  W.  Shenk,  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-fifth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Yolnnteers,  relative  to  abases  of  flag  of  traoe 
biats  on  the  James  Biver. 
With  great  respeet, 

8.  P.  CHASE, 
Beeretarff  of  the  Treaturg. 


Off  BOABD  STBAMKB  EBNinSBBO, 

AfmofioUt  Ba^f  October  15, 1802. 

Hon.  Salmon  P.  Ohaiob, 

Seereta/rffofthe  Treaturg: 

Deab  Sib  :  1  respectftiUy  call  yoar  attention  to  certain  facts  which 
have  come  to  mv  notice,  and  which  as  an  olflcer  of  the  United  States 
Government  I  feel  my  dnty  to  make  known  to  yon.  Flags-of-tmce 
boats  are  now  and  have  been  to  a  great  extent  nsed,  in  addition  to  their 
lawful  mission,  to  pass  contraband  goods  and  other  articles  thron|^h 
the  lines  at  AiKcn's  Landing  on  James  Biver.  I  predicate  my  belief 
upon  this :  First,  a  tmnk  was  placed  on  board  of  the  John  A.  Warner, 
porporling  to  pass  npon  the  permission  of  a  lady  going  Sonth  ana 
placed  by  accident  on  board  of  said  boat,  then  under  my  command. 
Upon  examination  I  fonud  no  single  article  of  woman's  apparel,  bat 
cloths,  qninine,  mathematical  instmments,  a  large  quantity  of  silk, 
thrc^Mii  needles,  &c.  I  retained  and  will  torn  it  over  to  the  proper 
authorities  at  wiishington  on  my  return.  Second :  I  was  approached 
at  the  landing  by  a  certain  Col.  Blanton  Duncan,  of  Kentucky,  now 
engraver  of  the  notes  of  the  Confederate  Treasury,  who  desired  me  to 
enter  into  arrangements  to  pass  goods  suitable  to  his  business  and  other 
avocations  from  the  boat  tlirough  the  lines,  and  mentioned  in  connec- 
tion the  assistance  of  a  prominent  officer  of  the  rebel  Government. 
Duncan  assured  me  that  he  had  such  airangeriieutit  with  officers  con- 
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nected  with  flag-of-traoe  boatSi  and  mentdoned  a  flmi  in 

where  the  articles  could  be  sapplied;  also  giving  me  a  list  of  them 

No  doubt  many  other  violations  could  be  discovered  if  ordinary 
watchfulness  were  instituted.  I  write  the  above  in  order,  if  the  Depart- 
ment desires,  to  take  some  action  to  prevent  the  same.  I  have  had 
charge  of  tiag-oftruce  boats  during  the  past  two  weeks,  and  return  to 
Aiken^M  Lauding  to-morrow  morning,  and  if  any  new  evidence  comes 
to  my  notice  the  same  will  be  promptly  made  known  to  yon.  I  retain 
to  Washington  on  the  20th  instant. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  W.  SHENK, 
Majar^  One  hmndred  amd  tMr^f-^f/Uk  Pa.  Vol$.j  (Mmdg. 


Natt  DxpABTMSirr, 

OiOober  16j  1S02. 
Hon.  B.  M.  STAirroN, 

Seoretafyof  War: 

Sib  :  A  dmiral  Lee,  commanding  the  North  Atlautio  Blockading  Squad- 
ron, informs  the  Department  that  considerable  quantities  of  merchan- 
dise are  carried  in  the  mail  steamers  which  pass  daily  between  Fortress 
Monroe  and  Baltimore  and  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk.  Un- 
less some  measures  are  adopted  to  prevent  it  the  practice  will  lead  to 
aifficnlty,  for  while  the  blockade  continues  Admiral  Lee  has  no  alterna- 
tive but  to  enforce  it  in  good  fiiith.    He  suggests  that — 

It  woald  be  a  partial  remedy  if  the  War  Department  would  order  Generria  Wool 
and  Diz  not  to  aUow  any  merohandiae  or  artidea  for  traffic  to  be  ahlpped  on  theae 
mail  Hteamers  ply  ins  between  Fortreae  Monroe  and  Norfolk  and  between  Fortreas  Mon- 
roe and  fialtimore ;  It  woald  be  an  effectual  remedy  and  a  more  natoral  state  of  things 
if  these  steamboats  were  nnder  navy  controL 

I  would  respectfhlly  recommend  that  the  recommendations  of  Admiral 
Lee  in  regard  to  orders  to  Generals  Wool  and  Dix  be  given  by  the  War 
Departmenti 

Very  respectfolly, 

GIDEON  WBLLBS, 
Seoretarff  of  ike  irai9]f. 


Wab  Dspabtmsnt, 
Washington  OUy,  D.  0.y  October  17, 1862. 
Hon.  Gideon  Welles. 

Secretary  of  the  Navy: 

Sir:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  communication  of  the  IGth  instant  relative  to  the  report  of  Admiral 
Lee,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  that  mer- 
chandise is  daily  transported  in  the  mail  steamers  between  Fortress 
Monroe  and  Baltimore  and  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk,  and 
suggesting  orders  for  a  more  stringent  enforcement  of  the  blockade. 
In  reply  I  am  instructed  to  inform  you  that  copies  of  your  communica 
tion  have  been  transmitted  to  Miyor-Qeuerals  Dix  and  Wool  for  theii 
information. 

i  have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Aeeietant  Secretary  qf  War. 
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HOQBS.  DSPT.  OF  YlBOnOA,  SBTKNTH  ABMT  OOBPB, 

Fort  Manroej  Va.^  October  18, 1892. 
Aotg.  JbUfur- Admiral  8.  P.  Leb, 

Commamdimg  North  AiUmHe  Blo€kading  Squadron: 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt,  on  my  retam  fix>m 
Waahington,  of  youi*  three  commanicationBy  one  of  the  1  Ith  and  the  other 
two  of  the  loth  instant. 

In  regard  to  permits  ^  jssels  with  retoni  carRoes  fix>m  Norfolk,  I 
do  not  see  how  I  can  .m  jperly  reftise  to  grant  one  if  application  is  made 
to  me  ander  the  decision  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasary.  If  yon  deem 
it  your  duty  auder  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  seize 
a  veseel  Jiaviug  sach  a  permit  I  can  have  no  possible  objection.  It  is  a 
conffict  between  two  Departments  of  the  Government,  for  which  neither 
of  us  is  resiM>nsible.  I  tmst,  however,  that  no  sach  case  will  arise  until 
some  propw  disposition  is  made  of  the  whole  subject.  But  individuals 
have  rights  which  I  am  bound  to  respect,  and  if  any  one  brings  himseir 
clearly  within  the  class  of  cases  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  who  has  the  general  regulation  of  commerce,  I  cannot  put 
him  off  because  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  takes  a  view  of  the  question 
of  blockade  which  I  conceive  to  be  at  variance  with  all  the  received  rules 
of  international  law.  I  had  the  honor  to  reply  personally  to  the  argn 
ments  quoted  from  one  of  his  letters  to  you  in  your  communication  of 
the  15th. 

The  instructions  you  have  given  to  the  commander  of  the  gunboat 
stationed  under  tlie  guns  of  this  fort  are  embarrassing  the  public  service 
exceedingly.  A  vcMel  laden  with  coal  and  lumber,  purchased  by  the 
ordnance  officer  for  public  use,  was  stopped  yesterday  and  detained  the 
whole  day  for  certificates,  greatly  to  my  annoyance. 

Vessels  cleared  to  this  post,  unless  it  is  regarded  as  a  blockaded  por' 
ought  not  to  be  detained ;  and  I  believe  such  an  interference  with  th« 
military  administration  of  this  command  to  be  entirely  without  prece- 
dent.   It  certainly  was  so  under  your  two  predecessors,  and  I  consider 
it  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  comity  due  fh>m  one  service  to  the 
other.    If  you  deem  it  your  dutyi  under  the  instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navv,  to  place  a  gunboat  under  the  guns  of  this  fort,  the  head- 
quarters of  a  military  department  and  subject  it  to  all  the  restrictions 
of  an  enemy's  port  in  order  to  enforce  the  blockade,  I  shall  bring  the 
matter  before  the  Gk>vemment  without  delay.    If  you  do  not,  then  I 
respeotfolly  request  that  the  gunboat  may  be  anchored  above  the  fort, 
and  that  commercial  intercourse  with  this  post  may  be  left,  as  it  always 
has  been  heretofore,  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  Department  and 
the  military  authorities.    All  vessels  coming  here  are  boarded  and  their 
papers  and  cargoes  examined  by  the  officers  of  the  revenue  cutter,  and 
they  are  visited  again  by  the  captain  of  the  port,  to  whom  they  are  re- 
quired to  report  on  shore  and  who  also  examines  their  papers.    To  sub- 
ject them  to  a  third  visitation  appears  to  me  to  be  superfluous  and  a 
needless  vexation.    I  state  these  mcts  not  as  having  any  bearing  on  thr 
graver  objections  I  have  made  to  the  system  of  visitation  at  this  pot. 
but  to  show  that  it  is  calle^l  for  by  no  considerations  of  public  necessity . 
The  sloop  A.  C.  Broderick  was  cleared  from  this  po^t  for  Baltimore 
with  51  bushels  of  wheat,  19  bides,  100  pounds  rags,  2,000  pounds  of 
iron,  and  160  bushels  of  oystei's,  and  has  been  stopped  by  your  gunboat. 
Unless  yon  regard  Fort  Monroe  as  blockaded  J  i^espectfnlly  submit  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  instructions  of  the  Navy  Department  which  >ou 
eommunicated  to  me  to  warrant  the  detention  of  thu  vesseL    The  prop- 
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erty  belongs  to  persons  wtthin  our  Unes,  andasthe  milUary  oommander 
here  I  claim  the  right  to  clear  vessels  to  anv  port  in  a  loyal  State,  sab- 
ject  to  the  osoal  onstom-hoase  inspection.  I  respectfully  ask  if  yon  ocm- 
sider  this  post  as  blockaded,  and  if  not  1  will  thank  yon  to  Ihrnish  me 
with  a  copy  of  the  instmctions  nnder  which  the  detention  is  made  that 
I  may  make  a  proper  representation  to  the  Gk>vemmenti 
I  am,  very  resi)ectfnlly,  your  obedient  senrant. 

JOHN  A.  DH, 

Maiiar'OmeraL 


(Jnited  States  FLAChsmp  Minnbsota, 
Off  Newport  NewM,  Va^  Ootober  18^  ISaS. 

Mai.  ^^'  JonN  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Commanding  SevmUh  Armf  Oorp»j  Fortmn  Monroe^  Fa.  s 

Geiveral  :  Lieutenant-Commander  Baboook,  commanding  gnaid 
sel  below  Norfolk,  reports  that  he  has,  under  ms  instructions, 
the  schooner  Elizabeth  English,  as,  excepting  her  enrollment  and  license, 
she  had  only  a  bill  of  lading,  showing  that  she  contained  330  tons  of 
coal  purporting  to  be  shipped  by  the  United  States  War  Department  at 
Philadelphia  on  the  2d  instant,  and  signed  David  English,  who  or  whose 
oflQce  is  not  known  here. 

The  master  of  the  army  tug  which  was  towing  the  schooner  up  in- 
formed the  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  that  he  asked  the 
assistant  quartermaster  and  provost-marshal  at  Fortress  Monroe  for 
the  usual  certificates  (viz,  that  the  vessel  is  in  the  employ  of  the  army 
and  has  only  supplies  for  the  army  on  boaod),  and  that  they  told  him 
he  did  not  want  any  such  a  certificate  and  should  not  have  any. 

If  the  Elizabeth  English  is  in  the  employment  of  the  army,  and  has 
supplies  for  the  army  only  on  board,  I  will  thank  you  to  have  the  usual 
and  proper  certificate  to  that  efifect  sent  to  Lieutenant-Commander  Bab- 
cock  for  me.  If  she  is  not  in  the  employment  of  the  army,  and  her 
cargo  is  not  exclusively  for  the  use  of  the  army,  you  would  oblige  me 
by  letting  me  know  it.  I  beg  to  observe  that  no  inconvenience  will 
be  experienced  by  your  department  if  the  usual  and  proper  certificate 
is  always  sent  with  the  vessel  having  army  supplies  on  board. 

The  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  below  Norfolk  also  re- 
ports tu  me  that  he  has  vainly  endeavored  to  obtain  from  some  of  the 
steam  tugs  passing  to  and  fro  between  Fortress  Monroe  and  Norfolk 
such  a  certificate  as  would  show  that  they  are  iu  the  employment  of  the 
Army  and  are  only  so  employed.  This  was  according  to  the  under- 
standing between  us,  as  shown  by  my  communication  to  you  of  Sep- 
tember 18  and  your  reply  of  September  19.  I  respectfully  request  that 
you  will  now  favor  me  with  a  list  of  the  names  of  all  the  steam- tugs  in 
the  employment  of  the  army  plying  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Nor- 
folk, so  that  when  once  known  to  the  guard  vessel  in  the  Elizabeth 
River  there  may  be  no  diffi<Hiity  about  their  passing  alterward  without 
stopping,  provided  they  are  not  towing  vessels,  especially  such  as  are 
not  in  the  employment  of  the  army  and  whose  cargoes  are  not  duly 
certified. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfnlly,  yonrs, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Rtar-Admiral  Oomdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blocking  Squadron. 

P.  S. — ^The  commanding  officer  of  the  gunboat  Wyandotte,  on  guard 
duty  off  Foit  Monroe,  reports  that  he  yesterday  detained  the  schooner 
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John  Frauds,  Uiided  with  merchandise  aad  artiolee  for  trafflc.  The 
John  Francis  was  bonnd  fix>m  Fort  Monroe  to  Torktown  nnder  a  per- 
mit signed,  by  yonr  command,  by  Captain  Miilward,  of  the  army.  Her 
manifest,  written  in  a  large  folio  book,  consists  of  miscellaneous  mer- 
chandise, owned  by  B.  F.  Yoorhees  (name  not  legibly  written).  This 
afternoon  a  certificate  was  brought  to  me  signed,  by  your  command,  by 
Captain  Miilward,  saying  that  this  cargo  of  goods  (not  army  supplies)  is 
solely  for  the  use  of  the  Sixth  [Fourth  f  ]  Am^  Corps,  under  the  command 
of  M%j.  Qen.  E.  D.  Keyes,  at  Torktown.  The  beurer  of  this  certificate 
states  that  Mr.  Yoorhees,  who  swears  in  the  manifest  that  he  is  the 
owner  of  the  cargo,  is  not  a  sutler  in  the  army  but  a  general  trader  at 
Fort  Monroe. 

The  certificate  does  not  state,  as  is  usuaL  that  tUs  vessel  is  in  the 
employ  of  the  army  and  has  only  supplies  lor  the  army  on  boaid.  I 
am  not  informed  that  Mr.  Yoorhees  has  a  permit  to  trade  from  either 
the  Treasury,  War,  or  N«yy  Departments.  I  dedine  under  tJie  oiieom* 
stances  to  accept  the  certificate  as  suffldent  to  justify  this  vessel  pass- 
ing the  blockade  with  her  cargo  of  goods. 

I  have  reported  the  fiaots  to  the  Kavy  Department. 
Yery  respeotftilly,  yours, 

&  P.  LBB. 


WlBHnrOTON,  OeMer  18, 18(12—10.26  a.  m. 
M^ior-General  Dec: 

It  was  resolved  in  Cabinet  yesterday  that  the  Norfolk  trade  should 
be  placed  under  your  personal  direction,  in  the  manner  pmjpoeed  when 
you  were  here. 

Clearances  for  which  you  ask  admisdon  into  the  port  will  be  granted 

a  the  Treasury  Department,  and  all  exports  permitted  by  you  will  be 
owed  by  the  Navy  to  pass.    Your  own  attention  personally  is  re- 
quested and  your  own  dgnature  to  permits  required. 

BDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Beorekurpof  Wisr. 


TJhited  States  Flagmship  PHiLADBLPHiAf 

flaMptoa  Boadiy  Va.y  October  20, 1302. 

Mi^.  Gen.  Johh  A.  Dnc,  IT.  8.  A., 

OommandiiHg  Sevmih  Armff  Oorpg^  Fort  Momroe^  Fa. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt  of  your  com- 
munications  of  the  18th  and  19th  instant.  In  regard  to  permits  for 
vessds  with  return  cargoes  from  Norfolk  you  are  aware  that  the  de- 
dsion  of  the  Navy  Department  is  adverse  to  your  making  any  such 
dearance.  I  do  not  know  of  any  conflicting  decision  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Treasury.  The  North  Atlantic  blockade  extends  from  the  Pian- 
katank  Biver,  on  the  western  shore  of  Yirginia,  to  the  coast  of  South 
Carolina,  excepting  the  harbor  of  Beaufort,  the  blockade  of  which  has 
been  raised  by  proclamation  of  the  President.  Within  these  limits  I  am 
required  to  maintain  a  strict  blockade  and  to  prevent  all  traffic,  except 
under  a  permit  from  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy. 

My  instructions  to*  the  gunboat  off  Fort  Monroe  are  only  to  carry  out 
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my  oiders  from  the  Government  and  her  etetton  to  nftandeonTeiilent 
for  that  pnrpoee.  Fort  Mooxoeliaa  never  been  dedaied  a  port  of  entry; 
it  is  situated  witMn  the  blockaded  region,  and  all  vessels  in  the  employ- 
ment of  the  army  with  only  army  or  supplies  of  any  kind  or  pabUe 
property  on  board  pass  freelv  and  fkeqnently  not  only  to  Fort  Monvoe 
but  to  f&l  other  points  here  in  the  occnpation  of  the  army,  on  a  oer- 
tiflcate  from  your  headquarters :  or,  in  ease  of  a  vessel  coming  ftt>m  a 
NorUiem  port,  on  a  certificate  from  the  United  States  quartermaster 
there,  stating,  in  a  very  few  words,  that  such  is  the  charaetiv  of  the 
vessel  and  cargo.  It  is  impossible  therefiMre  that  the  public  servloe 
should  tJiereby  be  embarrassed  exceedingly,  or  at  all ;  but  the  eontraty 
IB  the  case— the  public  service  is  benefited  to  the  extent  that  supplies 
are  tiius  kept  out  of  the  insuneotionaiy  region. 

Ton  say :  ^A  vessel  laden  with  coal  and  lumber,  puiehased  by  the 
ordnance  officer  for  public  use,  was  slopped  yestsrday  and  detained  the 
whole  day,  sraatly  to  my  annoyance."  Ton  refer  doubtless  to  the  Con- 
rad Fox,  which  had  violated  the  blockade,  got  to  Norfolk  without  a 
permit  firom  either  the  l^asury.  War,  or  Kavy  Departments,  but  under 
an  unauthorized  permit  from  army  officers  (which  I  am  expressly  ordered 
not  to  respect),  and  with  a  cargo  of  coal  and  lumber  brought  from  Havre 
de  Grace  without  any  clearance,  for  Kimber^y  ft  Bros.,  traders  at  Kint- 
folk.  The  Navy  Department  released  this  vessel  on  the  ground  that 
she  acted  on  supiMsed  authority,  but  forbade  her  to  land  or  receive 
cargo.  To  prevent  any  ftirther  violation  of  the  blockade  by  her  she 
was  towed  just  outside  the  lower  gunboat  and  released  to  go  where 
she  pleased  outside  the  blockade,  but  the  Conrad  Fox  instead  of  going 
away  anchored  immediately,  and  your  ordnance  officer  bought  her 
cargo.  As  soon  as  the  usuad  certificate  was  sent  to  the  guard  vessel, 
showing  that  the  cargo  of  this  vessel  had  now  become  army  supplies, 
she  was  permitted  to  pass  in  to  unload,  as  I  am  informed  by  Hie  officer 
commandinff  the  guard  vesseL  If  there  was  any  delay  about  sending 
oif  the  usual  and  necessary  certificate  to  the  gunboat  it  was  wholly  un- 
necessary, as  you  have  already  complained  ^'  that  she  is  stationed  under 
the  guns  of  this  fort"— the  necessary  situation  of  the  men-of-war,  our 
own  and  foreign,  at  anchor  here— where  one  of  your  many  steam-tenders 
might  communicate  with  her  in  fifteen  or  twenty  minutes.  You  wish  me 
to  remove  this  gunboat  ftx>m  lier  anchorage  outside  and  below  the  fort  to 
an  anchorage  inside  and  above  the  fort,  t£it  commercial  intercourse  may 
go  on.  TlnB  would  be  to  violate  my  orders  to  maintein  tJie  blockade 
strictly  until  it  is  modified  or  ndsed  ;  to  this  end  the  gunboat  must  be 
stationed  where  she  can  conveniently  intercept  and  board  vessels,  and 
when  these  have  merchandise  for  traffic  detain  them  to  be  reported  to 
the  Department.  When  vessels  with  army  supplies  have  passed  the 
blockade  and  are  inside  discharging,  I  see  no  objection  to  t^eir  visita- 
tion and  search  by  both  the  milita^  authorities  and  the  revenue  offi- 
cers, as  gross  irregularities  may  be  detected  and  prevented  by  such  ad- 
ditional precautions. 

Since  the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  19th  (although  I  had 
previously  reported  the  case  of  the  John  I^nBuids  to  the  Deputment). 
informing  me  that  her  cargo  of  goods  is  sent  at  the  request  of  Genenu 
Keyes  to  be  sold  within  the  fortifications  at  Torktown  for  the  use  of 
his  command  there,  I  have  directed  the  gunboate  to  let  her  pass. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LBB, 
Adg.  BearAdmlralj  Oamdg.  if.  AtkmUe  BloduMmg  Sfuainm, 


fhtf.xjHL,  ooBBBfiPovDsiroB,  Bxa — imiov.  48fi 

BlXIBS.  DBPT.  of  YmOIHIA,  SBYXNTH  ABKT  GOBP89 

Fifrt  Manroej  October  21, 1802. 
Hi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

GsNBBAii :  I  have  an  arrangement  with  a  man  who  has  the  meane 
of  obtaining  aoonrate  information  in  regwrai  to  affairs  in  Richmond  and 
the  districts  lying  npon  the  James  Biver,  the  Ghickahominy,  and  the 
Blackwater.  I  have  no  secret-service  fhnd,  bnt  I  allow  him  to  carry 
some  articles  for  peddling  in  the  districts  referred  to  and  to  bring  back 
tobacco.  He  has  crossed  the  lines  without  suspicion  four  times  in  his 
wMon,  and  will  leave  here  in  two  or  three  da^s. 

'Die  forces  of  the  enemy  in  Bichmond  and  the  country  on  this  side 
are  as  follows: 

AtFEBokUiiyOiitheBlMkwAtar.  under  General  Freneh 4,000 

At  Zani, on  the Blftdcwttter, under  General  Pettigrew 6,000 

At  Wakefield, 8  miles  from  Znniyandflr  General  Andenon S,000 

At  Petenbonr  one  regiment,  aboat 800 

At  Biohnumd 7,000 

Between  the  James  and  Chtckahominy,  mider  General  Wiae,  indnding  a  caT- 

alrj  regiment  Jnet  arrived  from  Gecogia 7,000 

Between  Biohmond  and  White  Hones  two  regiments^  Jnst  sent  thers»  aboat ...  1, 600 

Total 87,900 

From  other  and  less  reliable  sonroee  I  get  nearly  the  same  result 
My  informant  says  there  is  no  intention  of  moving  down  the  Penin- 
sula in  force  until  the  naval  armaneut  is  complete.  The  Richmond 
(and  the  new  Merrimac)  has  taken  out  her  boilers,  which  were  found 
too  small,  and  others  are  in  course  of  construction.  He  thinks  she  can- 
not be  ready  for  a  month. 

I  shall  be  advised  of  any  intended  general  movement  unless  my  man 
falls  under  suspicion  and  is  not  allowed  to  go  at  large.  He  has  a  pass 
from  the  Gk)vemment  at  Bichmond  to  pedme  in  Henrico  County,  and 
has  no  difficulty  in  crossing  the  lines  and  reaching  me  by  way  of  Will- 
iamsburg. 

I  am,  very  respeetftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mq^ar-OmenU, 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Vibgikia,  Sbvbnth  Abmt  Coups, 

Fort  Monrooj  Va.j  October  22, 1862. 

A^.  Bear-Admiral  B.  P.  Lbb, 

Oommtrndimg  NoHh  Atkmtic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  dispatch  received  by  tele^^ph  from 
the  Secretary  of  War.*  Will  you  please  advise  me  whether  it  has  been 
communicated  to  you;  also  whether  it  will  be  considered  by  you  as  suf- 
ficient to  warrant  the  passage  of  vessels  from  the  Nansemond  and 
Yorktown,  with  exports,  under  my  permits  f 

I  am,  very  respectfhUy;  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqior-QeneroL 
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Hdqrs.  Dept.  of  YrRGiNiA,  Sbvsnth  Army  Gorps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Fa.,  Oeiober  22, 1802. 
Hoe.  E.  M.  Stanton, 

Secretary  of  War : 

SiB:  1  received  yesterday  Mr.  Watsoii's  letter  of  the  17th  instant  in- 
closing a  copy  of  a  commanication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  of  the 
I6th  concerning  the  carrying  of  merchandise  in  the  mail  steamers  ply- 
ing between  this  post  and  Baltimore  in  one  direction  and  Norfolk  in  the 
other.  The  Secretary  says  he  is  informed  by  Admiral  Lee  that  consid- 
erable quantities  of  merchandise  are  carried  on  these  steamers,  and 
suggesting  as  a  partial  remedy  that  Generals  Wool  and  Diz  shoold  be 
ordered  not  to  allow  any  merchandise  or  articles  for  traffic  to  be  shipped 
on  the&i^  steamers,  and  as  an  effectual  remedy  that  they  shoold  be  pat 
under  navy  control. 

If  Admiral  Lee  intends  to  intimate  that  merchandise  is  illicitly  carried 
on  these  steamers  and  iu  violation  of  any  law,  either  of  revenne  or 
blockade,  I  take  it  upon  myself  to  say  that  he  is  laboring  under  a  very 
great  error;  that  every  article  which  is  brought  here  fh>m  Baltimore  is 
examined,  and  if  it  has  not  the  proper  cnstom-house  permit  is  sent  back 
or  detained;  that  every  article  pnt  on  board  the  mail  steamer  (br  Nor- 
folk comes  within  one  of  the  two  classes,  of  supplies  for  the  army  or 
merchandise,  usually  in  very  small  quantities  passed  regularly  through 
the  custom-house  at  Baltimore  with  permits  for  Norfolk,  and  if  there  ia 
any  violation  of  established  regulations  the  fault  is  with  the  Treasury 
Department,  and  this  I  will  not  presume.  The  captain  of  tilie  port  here 
keeps  a  register  of  every  packet  and  its  contents  coming  fh>m  Balti- 
more or  going  to  Norfolk,  with  the  name  of  the  party  receiving  it,  and 
everything  is  carefully  examined.  Every  possible  precaution  is  taken 
to  prevent  abuse,  and,  as  1  believe  it  can  be  shown,  with  entire  success. 

The  officers  under  my  command,  as  well  as  those  belongplng  to  the 
revenne  department  placed  here  by  the  Secretary  of  the  l^Msury,  are 
as  anxious  as  those  of  the  navy  to  arrest  all  illicit  traffic  and  interooorse 
with  the  insurgents,  and  I  believe  they  have  performed,  and  will  con- 
tinue to  perform,  their  duty  with  quite  as  much  faithftdnessand  efficiency. 
I  see  no  reason  on  this  score  for  putting  these  mail  steamers  under  navy 
control ;  and  on  every  other  there  are  insuperable  objections  to  such  an 
arrangement.  They  are  employed  by  the  Quartermaster's  Department. 
Those  which  run  between  this  post  and  Baltimore  under  a  contract  with 
that  Department  are  specially  designed  to  carry  troops  and  supplies  for 
the  army  in  addition  to  the  mails,  and  I  see  no  more  propriety  in  put- 
ting them  under  navy  control  than  in  placing  a  naval  transport  under 
army  control.  The  Secretary  of  the  Navy  has  not  in  his  communica- 
tion approved  this  suggestion  of  Admiral  Lee ;  but  I  deem  it  neverthe- 
less my  duty  to  my  command  to  state  to  you  my  olijections  to  it. 

In  regard  to  orders  to  General  Wool  and  myself  I  take  it  for  granted 
the  Government  does  not  object  to  the  transportation  by  the  mail 
steamers  of  merchandise  for  this  post  or  Norfolk  under  the  customary 
sanctions  of  the  Treasury  Department.  There  are  several  persons  in 
addition  to  the  sutler  who  have  permission  to  trade  with  the  gairison 
and  with  the  people  in  this  vicinity.  Such  an  order  would  compel  them 
to  employ  a  sailing  vessel  every  time  they  had  a  small  quantity  of  neces- 
saries to  bring  here.  This  morning  some  ice,  flour,  and  other  articles 
came  down  by  the  miul  steamer,  having  gone  through  the  regular  cus- 
tom-house formalities,  for  our  sutler,  Mr.  Moody;  for  Mr.  Eamberly,  who 
supplies  the  hospital,  and  some  other  persons.  Every  article  is  sul^eoted 
to  the  most  rigid  scrutiny.    If  it  is  intended  to  interfere  with  the  tnuis^ 


Our.SCZ.1  OORBBSPOHDSNCB,  ETC. — UHI0V.  437 


portadon  of  sapplfee — a  measure  I  oonsider  entirely  nnealled  for  aDd  im- 
wise— the  order  sJioQld  be  addresaed  to  the  Baltimore  eostom-hoase  and 
not  to  General  WooL  It  is  unnecessary  to  state,  for  yon  know  the  fact, 
that  there  is  a  very  considerable  population  outside  of  the  fort  under 
the  protection  of  the  Gk>vemment,  and  that  there  are  some  3,000  colored 
persons  here  who  require  their  little  comforts.  I  allow  a  colored  man 
to  go  to  Baltimore  occasionally  and  bring  here  supplies  for  these  peo- 
ple. All  these  supplies  necessarily  obtained  in  small  quantities  would 
be  cut  off  if  Admiral  Lee's  recommendation  to  allow  no  merchandise  to 
be  brought  by  the  mail  boat  were  adopted. 

Having  disposed  of  this  matter  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  call  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Department  to  what  I  consider  an  unwarrantable  interfer- 
ence with  my  command  by  Admiral  Lee.  This  will  be  best  illustrated 
by  presenting  the  cases  in  which  he  has  detained  vessels  having  sup- 
plies for  the  army  or  employed  in  services  connected  with  it. 

1st.  Mr.  J.  B.  Braham,  a  contractor  for  hides  and  fat  with  the  commis- 
sary of  subsistence  at  Suffolk,  sent  a  vessel  here  from  New  York  to  re- 
ceive these  articles,  which  had  been  accumulating  for  some  time,  with  20 
sacks  of  salt  for  their  preservation.  The  vessel,  the  schooner  Alexander, 
was  cleared  for  this  port  at  New  York.  The  permit  was  approved  by  the 
commissary  of  subsistence,  Msyor-Oeneral  Peck,  and  myself,  and  the 
papers  were  found  correct  by  the  revenue  officers.  My  approval  was 
in  these  words,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  papers : 

The  duty  of  the  Qoveniment  to  allow  the  purchaser  of  ite  property  to  take  it  away 
is  so  very  olear  that  the  oaptain  of  the  port  will  give  apermit  to  the  Alexander  to  go 
to  Suffolk  to  reeeive  the  iiides  (and  with  the  8alt^-20  sacks— necessary  to  preserve 
them),  sahleot  to  the  approral  of  Admiral  Lee. 

Strictly,  I  had  a  right  to  send  the  vessel  to  her  destination  to  perform 
a  service  connected  with  my  department,  but  out  of  courtesy  to  the 
admiral,  and  with  a  sincere  desire  to  maintain  in  all  things  a  friendly 
understanding  with  him,  I  made  the  permit  subject  to  his  approval.  It 
was  rcyeoted ;  and  the  contractor  sent  the  vessel  back  to  New  York, 
leaving  the  articles  he  had  purchased  to  spoil  in  the  hands  of  the  Gov- 
ernment.   The  papers  are  annexed,  mark^  A.* 

2d.  The  sloop  A.  G.  Broderick  was  loaded  at  Fort  Monroe  with  51 
bushels  of  wheat,  19  hides,  100  pounds  of  rags,  2,000  pounds  of  iron, 
and  160  bushels  of  oysters.  The  goods  were  owned  by  persons  within 
our  lines,  and  they  were  cleared,  under  apermit  from  me,  for  Baltimore, 
where  they  were  to  be  subject  to  tlie  custom-house  inspection  usual  in 
such  cases.  I  exercised  this  right  as  the  military  commander  here,  and 
insisted  that  the  commander  of  the  naval  forces  could  not  with  propriety 
interfere  with  it.  The  vessel  has  been  stopped  against  my  remon- 
strance. She  is  still  detained,  and  the  oysters  have  been  thrown  over- 
board. 

There  are  other  cases  in  which  vessels  have  been  detained,  and  in 
several  instances  greatly  to  my  annoyance,  but  as  they  have  been  re- 
leased I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  state  them.  But  I  desire  to  call 
the  attention  of  the  Depariment  to  the  fact  that  a  gunboat  has  been 
stationed  below  the  fort  for  the  purpose  of  boarding  every  vessel  that 
enters  the  Beads,  when  the  service  could  be  just  as  well  performed  be- 
tween this  post  and  Newport  News.  It  is  entirely  unnecessary  for  the 
purpose  of  the  blockade  of  the  James  Kiver  and  Nansemond,  as  all 
vessels  ex>ming  to  rhis  post  are  boarded  by  the  revenue  ofiflcers  who  are 
on  duty  here  and  by  the  captain  (^f  the  port.  While  the  naval  forces 
were  under  the  command  of  Commodore  Stringham,  Admiral  Golds- 

*Not  fiyond. 
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borough,  and  Admiral  Wilkee  no  snch  iiystom  of  Tiritatioii  was  inati* 
tated,  and  there  is  no  reason  why  it  shoold  be  adopted  now.  On  the 
I8th  instant  I  oaUed  the  attention  of  Admiral  Lee  to  the  snl^eet  in  a 
letter,  of  which  tiie  following  is  an  extract : 


VewelB  oleand  to  this  post  [onleflB  it  is  regarded  m  m  blockaded  port]  oq|^  not 
to  be  detained,  and  I  belieTe  snob  an  interrorenetf  with  the  adminutration  of  this 
eonunand  to  be  entirely  withont  precedent.  It  certainly  was  so  under  yoor  two 
predecessors,  and  I  eoninder  it  alti^ther  inooosistent  wiui  the  comity  due  from  one 
senrice  to  the  other.  If  yon  deem  It  yoor  dnty ,  under  the  Instructions  of  the  Secretary 
of  the  Navy,  to  place  a  sunboat  under  the  guns  of  this  fint,  the  hcadqujutera  of  a 
military  deuartment,  ana  subject  it  to  all  the  restrictions  of  an  enemy's  port  in  order 
to  enforce  the  blockade,  I  shall  bring  the  matter  before  the  Goyemment  without  delay. 
If  you  do  not,  then  I  respectfully  request  tiiat  the  gunboat  may  be  anchored  aboTC 
the  fort,  and  that  commercial  intercourse  with  thispost  may  be  left,  as  it  always  has 
been  heretofore,  under  the  control  of  the  Treasury  l>Bpartment  and  the  military  au- 
thorities. A.11  Ycssels  coming  here  are  boarded  and  their  papers  and  cftrsoee  exam* 
ined  by  the  officers  of  the  reyenue  cutter,  and  they  are  visited  again  by  Qie  captain 
of  the  port,  to  whom  they  are  reouired  to  report  on  shore  and  who  also  examines  their 
papers.  To  sublect  them  to  a  tnird  yisitation  appears  to  me  to  be  superfluous  and 
a  needless  Texntion.  I  state  these  &cts  not  as  haying  any  bearing  on  the  grayer  ob- 
jections I  haye  made  to  the  system  of  yisitation  at  this  post,  but  to  show  that  it  is 
called  for  by  no  considerations  of  public  necessity. 

To  this  remonstrance  I  have  leoeiTed  the  following  reply : 

Ton  wish  me  to  remoye  the  gunboat  from  her  anchorage  outeide  or  below  the  fort  to 
an  anchorage  inside  and  above  the  fort,  that  commercial  intercourse  may  go  on.  This 
would  be  to  violate  my  orders  to  maintain  the  blockade  strictly  until  it  is  modified 
or  raised ;  to  this  end  the  gunboat  must  be  stationed  where  line  can  conveniently 
intercept  and  board  vessels,  and  where  these  have  merchandise  for  traffic  detain  them 
to  be  reported  to  the  Department. 

In  another  part  of  this  communication  Admiral  Lee  says : 

The  North  Atlantic  blockade  extends  ftmn  the  Piankatank  Biver,on  the  weatem 
shore  of  Virginia,  to  the  coast  of  Sooth  Carolina,  excepting  the  harbor  of  Beanfort.  N. 
C,  the  blocude  of  which  has  been  raised  by  proclamation  of  the  President.  Within 
tiiese  limits  I  am  reouired  to  maintain  a  stnct  blockade  and  to  prevent  all  traffic, 
except  under  a  pemut  from  the  Seotetaiy  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy. 

My  instructions  to  the  gunboat  oif  Fort  Monroe  are  only  to  carry  out  my  orders 
from  the  Qovemment,  and  her  station  ia  aafo  and  convenient  for  that  purpose.  Fort 
Monroe  has  never  been  declared  a  port  of  entry ;  it  is  situated  within  the  blockaded 
region. 

From  the  whole  tenor  of  this  reasoning  it  is  manifest  that  the  admiral 
deems  it  his  duty  to  enforce  the  blockaide  against  this  post.  Though 
within  the  blockaded  region  it  is  a  military  station,  occupied  by  ue 
Gk>vemment  forces,  and  lacks  the  essential  condition  of  a  blockade — 
hostile  possession.  What  I  insist  on  is  that  the  commercial  interconrse 
with  it  shall  be  carried  on  under  the  usual  custom-house  regulations, 
and  that  the  planting  of  a  gunboat  under  the  walls  of  the  fort  to  ex- 
amine vessels  going  to  it  (for  vessels  going  into  the  Roads  can  be  as 
well  examined  higher  up)  is  altogether  unprecedeuted,  uncalled  for, 
and  now  practiced  for  the  first  time  since  the  war  commenced,  although 
the  naval  forces  on  this  station  have  been  commanded  by  three  of  the 
most  distinguished  and  experienced  officers  iu  the  naval  service. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I  feel  constrained  to  trouble  you  with 
these  matters.  I  have  endeavored  by  friendly  correspondence  with  Ad- 
miral Lee  to  ac^ust  them ;  and  I  might  have  rested  stiU  longer  in  the 
hope  of  success  had  not  the  communication  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Naw 
been  referred  to  me.  The  whole  matter,  however,  concerns  the  War 
Department  quite  as  deeply  as  myself,  involving  as  it  does  a  question 
of  authority  and  of  comity  between  the  military  and  naval  services. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor-OmerdL 
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I  VhAQBTKAMMB  'PeSLABELFBIA. 

Hampttm  BoadB^  Fa.,  Oakfher  25, 1802. 


diQ.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A^ 

Oamnumding  SevmUh  Arwjf  OotjM,  Fart  Mamroej  Pa.  : 

Gbnbral  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reoetpt  of  your  com- 
manicationB  of  the  20th  and  23d  instant,  inclosinff  lists  of  the  thirtyflve 
steamers  now  in  the  employment  of  the  army  in  Uie  Department  of  Vir- 
ginia, any  of  which  I  snppose  are  liable  to  be  discharged  at  any  time.  In 
respect  to  those  which  are  employed  inside  of  Fortress  Monroe  thehr  cer- 
tificates once  left  with  the  blockading  vessel  below  Norfolk  are  sufficient; 
bat  in  respect  to  those  (except  the  mail-boats)  coming  from  or  going  to 
Baltimore  or  to  and  from  the  North,  I  have  respectftmy  to  request  uiat 
yon  will  have  them  ordered  to  stop  at  the  Wyandotte,  tiie  ontdde  f^Bstd 
vessel  on  blookadefor  HamptonBcwd8,fto.,  and  leave  tne  nsnal  certificate 
from  yonr  headquarters  or  from  the  proper  officer  detailed  by  you  for 
that  dnty,  or  from  the  quartermaster  at  the  post  whence  they  came, 
stating  that  the  steamer  in  question  is  then  in  tiie  employment  of  the 
Government  and  has  only  army  supplies  on  board  or  is  in  baUast,  as 
Uie  case  may  be.  This  will  occasion  but  a  few  moments'  delay  and  will 
prevent  violations  of  the  blockade.  The  guard  vessel  has  omitted  all 
steamers  from  her  report,  an  irregularity  which  will  be  corrected  imme- 
diately. It  is  obvious  that  my  instructions  can  be  carried  out  witti 
fidelity,  and  yet  without  inconvenience  to  your  branch  of  the  public 
service,  with  your  co-operation. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftdly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEB, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admlrdty  Oamdg.  N.  AUmiitieBloduMng  Squadron. 


nmTBD  Statbs  Stbamsb  Pheladblfhia, 

Hoa^^tom  Bo0d$^  Fd.,  October  20^  1M2. 
M^f.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oommaindimg  B&ventk  Amy  Oorpo : 

Gmicbsal:  I  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report  of  the  24th  instant  from  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  United  States  gunboat  Wyandotte,  stationed 
on  blockade  duty  off  Fortress  Monroe,  showing  that  whilst  thus  engaged 
in  the  performance  of  duty  her  officers  were,  when  on  quarter-deck  of  mat 
vessel,  deliberately  fired  at  several  times  ov  one  of  .your  sentinels  and 
narrowly  escaped  being  shot.  Whilst  I  confidently  expect  you  will  con- 
sider that  the  magnitude  of  this  crime  calls  for  a  prompt  trial  by  court- 
martial  and  exemplary  punishment,  I  respectfully  request  to  be  informed 
of  the  course  you  deem  it  your  duty  to  adopt  that  I  may  acquaint  the 
Department  thereof^  in  connection  with  my  report  of  Uiis  grave  afbir. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftiUy,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Aeig.  BearAdmiiralf  Oomdg.  N.  AiUmUo  Bloekadimg  Bquadnm. 


HDQBB.  DBPT.  of  VlBOIlflA.  Sbtxnth  Abmy  Oobps, 

Fort  Momroej  Fd.,  October  25, 1802. 
Aotg.  Bear-Admiral  B.  P.  Lbs, 

Oommanding  North  AHantio  Bloekading  Squadron : 

APMiTtAT. :  I  have  received  your  communication  of  this  morning,  with 
a  report  from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Wyandotte,  stating  that 
her  officers  were  deliberately  fired  on  by  one  of  the  sentinels  at  this 
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poet..  It  is  the  ant  in  timatlon  I  hftve  reoetved  ftom  any  quarter  of  th 
extmordinaiT  ocenrrenoe.  I  ahall  taike  immediate  measareB  to  biini 
the  offender  btfore  a  ooiirt-martial,tlialliemAy  be  pmiifihedin  themoe* 
exemplary  maimer.  I  Bhoald  not  have  waited  for  a  requeet  fix>m  yoi 
to  that  effect  had  I  been  aware  <tf  the  ooonnenoe  before  yonr  oommimi 
cation  was  received. 

I  am.  yery  respectfhlly,  yoor  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor'OmeroL 

Uhitsd  Btatbs  Flachbitkamxb  Philadelphia, 

Eamptan  Boadi^  Oeiober  25, 1M2. 
M%|.  Qen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A.. 

Oamnuindimg  BevmM  Anay  varp$^  Fortmn  Mamroej  Fa.  : 

OsNBHAL :  I  received  yesterday  afternoon  your  commonication  of 
October  22,  inclosing  a  copy  of  a  telegram  to  you  from  the  honorable 
the  Secretaiy  of  War,  dated  Uie  18th  instant,  informing  yon  of  the  con- 
clusion of  the  Cabinet  to  place  the  Norfolk  trade  under  your  personal 
direction  in  the  manner  proposed  by  you  when  you  were  in  Washmgton. 

In  reply  to  your  inquiry  I  beg  leave  most  respectfully  to  say  that  I 
have  not  received  from  the  Nav^  Department  the  instructions  referred 
to  by  the  Secretary  of  War  in  his  telegram  of  tke  18th,  but  on  the  con- 
trary I  have  received  a  dispatch  from  the  honorable  the  Secreti»y  of 
the  iNavy,  dated  October  22  (four  days  later  than  the  date  of  Secretary 
Stanton's  to  you),  approving  of  the  detention  of  Uie  schooner  John 
Frauds,  loaded  mth  merchandise  for  Yorktown,  with  a  permit  from 
you. 

Under  these  circumstances  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  transmit  a  croy  of 
your  letter  and  its  indoeure  to  the  honorable  Becretwry  of  the  l?avy, 
and  to  await  the  orders  of  the  Navy  Department  b^re  attempting  to 
»  from  my  present  positive  instructions. 
I  have  the  nonor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfrdly,  yours, 

S.  P.  liBB, 
Adg.  Bear-Admiralj  Ocmdg.  Jf.  AtkmHe  BMkaiimg  SqiieiSbnm. 


FoBT  MoiTBOB,  Ya.,  October  20, 1862. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stantoh, 

Beeretary  of  War : 

Admiral  Lee  informs  me  that  he  has  no  notice  from  the  Secretaiy  of 
the  Navy  of  the  decision  of  the  Cabinet  as  to  trade  with  Norfolk.  I 
have  dommunicated  to  him  your  dispatch  of  the  18th,  but  he  has 
directions  fh)m  the  Navy  Department  as  late  as  t^e  22d  which  seem  to 
be  in  conflict  with  it.  I  am  giving  permits  to  bring  out  staves  and 
other  articles,  and  the  vessels  are  stopped  by  his  orders. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Md^'OeneraL 

Hbadquabtebb  Distbiot  of  Nobth  Oabolina, 

Baleighj  October  25,  1802. 
Mai.  ^T^'  J*  O.  Foster,  U.  S.  A., 

Ocmdg.  Department  of  yorth  Oarolinaj  New  Beme^  N.  0.  : 

GxNEBAL :  Tour  letter  of  the  18th  instant  was  received  a  few  days 
ago.    I  send  inclosed  herewith  a  list  of  men  belonging  to  Company  K, 
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Thirty-ftrat  Bef^moDt  North  Carolina  Troops,  who  are  within  your  lines. 
Theae  men  were  paroled  on  Boanoke  Island,  and  I  respectfiiUy  request 
yon  to  send  them  beyond  your  lines. 

Lieat.  Col.  3.  D.  Pool,  Tenth  B^ment,  will  send  a  list  of  the  men 
absent  ftx)m  his  command  within  yonr  lines.  I  would  thank  yon  to  send 
them  out  as  promised  in  yonr  letter  of  the  18th. 

I  received  on  the  20th  a  letter  written  by  Colonel  Potter,  U.  8.  Army, 
commanding  at  Washington,  dated  the  9th  instant,  asking  if  the  *'  prac- 
tice of  ^looting  pickets  and  vedettes  is  coantenanced  by  officers  of 
the  Confederate  Army."  He  stated  in  that  letter  that  *Hwo  of  onr 
vedettes  were  yesterday  mnrdered  in  the  most  cold-blooded  manner." 
The  practice  of  shooting  pickets  is  not  coantenanced  by  officers  of  the 
Gonmlerate  States  Army,  bnt  when  pickets  are  surprised  by  a  superior 
force  and  surrender  demanded  they  are  liable  to  be  shot  if  they  at- 
tempt to  escape.  I  have  investigated  the  case  reported  by  Colonel 
Potter  and  And  that  the  vedettes  referred  to  by  him  were  surprised 
and  ordered  three  times  to  halt  and  surrender  before^  they  were  fired 
on.  The  statement  made  by  the  Washington  paper  of  the  11th  instant 
in  regard  to  the  affair  acknowledges  that  they  were  halted  once,  which 
should  have  been  sufficient,  considering  the  force. 

I  am  satisfied  that  the  conduct  of  a  detachment  of  the  Third  New 
York  Cavalry  at  Mr.  Woods',  near  Core  Creek,  was  as  reported  to  you, 
and  I  would  be  glad  to  know  the  result  of  your  investigation  of  the 
matter,  and  what  has  been  done  with  the  guilty  parties. 
I  am,  veiy  respeetftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier' OmeroL 

P.  8. — ^Your  letter  of  the  22d  instant  is  received.  The  one  sent  to  the 
Governor  was  delivored. 


SuvvoLK,  OeMer  26, 1862. 
l[%ior-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Dodge  reports  that  Longstreet  has  arrived  at  Petersburg 
with  30,000  men,  which  force  is  now  occupying  Waverly  (7  miles  from 
Wakefield),  Wakefield,  Berlin,  and  Franklin.  He  also  reports  consid- 
erable force  on  the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  road,  probably  within  15 
miles  of  Fanklin. 

mie  railroad  at  Ivor  has  been  repaired  and  busy  for  two  days  carry- 
ing troops.  This  information,  save  as  to  the  numbers,  agrees  in  the 
main  with  reports  of  deserters  and  contrabands  whom  I  have  examined. 
Twenty  thousand  troops  may  be  there,  and  perhaps  more. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Majar-OenercU. 

HIM2B8.  DBPT.  of  VlBOnnA,  8BTB19TH  ABMY  COBPS, 

Fart  Manroey  Va.y  October  21  j  1862. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

(Jommamding  North  AtUmtie  Bloekading  Squtidron: 

Admibal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  copy  of  a  report  fW>m  Colonel 
Alford,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  post,  in  regard  to  the  supposed 
firing  on  the  gunboat  lying  off  the  fort  by  a  sentry. 

It  appears  that  a  private  belonging  to  the  guard,  but  not  posted  as 
a  sentinel,  went  ontside  of  the  water  battery,  and.  in  violation  of  posi- 
tive orde»,  fired  his  musket  three  times  at  some  aucks  a  short  distance 
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from  the  shore.  I  have  examined  the  man  mjeell^  and  am  aatisfled 
from  bis  statement  that  it  was  an  aet  of  mere  caxelessness,  and  that  it 
did  not  ooonr  to  him  that  any  one  on  board  of  the  gonboat  woold  be 
in  danger.  Indeed  he  saysi  what  I  have  no  doubt  \b  trae,  that  he  was 
not  thinking  of  the  gnnboat  at  alL  The  oeconence  is  very  mnoh  re- 
gretted by  Golonel  Alford  and  mysell^  and,  as  yon  will  peroeive,  the 
guilty  party  had  been  imprisoned  for  trial  by  eoinrt-martial  before  any 
attention  hiid  been  called  to  the  transaotion« 

I  am,  very  respeetftUly,  your  obedient  servanti 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

iuilfOr*  Ctomi'VnL 

UmrsD  Statbs  Flao-btbaioeb  Philadelphi4, 

HampUm  BoadBj  OeMer  21  j  1802—8  p.  oil 

Mai.  OetL  John  A.  Dix,  U.  B.  A^ 

Oamfiumding  8ev&mth  Army  Ocrpif  Fartrea  Mcmroe^  Va. : 

GmrBBAL:  I  beg  leave  to  refer  yon  to  the  dispatch  of  this  date  from 
Oenenid  Lockwood  at  Drummondtown,  Just  reoeived  through  your  tele* 
graphic  office. 

The  Coast  Survey  chart  does  not  show  that  a  gnnboat  can  approach 
Dmmmondtown,  which  the  general  map  shows  w  situated  about  half- 
way between  the  bay -and  sea-coast.  I  will  cheerfrJly  send  a  gunboat, 
if  it  can  get  where  the  Belvidere  is,  for  moral  effect  and  to  accompany 
snch  a  detachment  of  troops  as  you  may  deem  it  proper  to  send  to 
the  assistance  of  General  Lockwood,  bot  I  shall  need  instructions  from 
Washington,  which  yon  or  General  Wool  may  solicit,  to  Justify  the  use 
of  naval  force,  the  neceesi^  of  which  I  think  may  be  obviated  by  such 
militaiy  measures  as  you  have  the  ready  means  of  taking. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  veiy  respectftdly,  yonrs, 

Adg.  Bear'Adim4ralj  Oamdg.  N.  AiUmiUe  Bloekadb^  Squadnm. 


VATT  DXPABTMXIIT, 

OMofttfT  27, 18e2. 
Hon.  B.  IL  Stantoh. 

Beeretofff  of  Wwr: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  herewith  an  extract  from  a  dis- 
patch,  dated  the  24th  instant,  received  from  Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P. 
Lee,  commanding  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron,  in  which 
he  ventures  to  express  his  views  in  fsvor  of  abandoning  Torktown  and 
Norfolk. 

I  am,  respeotftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

GIDEON  WELLES. 
BMntary  of  ike  Navp. 

0 


UHirxD  Statbs  FuLCHBnnBAMSB  Philadblphia, 

Okeeapeake  Ba/g^  Oeiober  24, 1802. 

Hon.  OlDBON  WBLLB& 

Secretary  of  ike  imvy,  WishinffUmj  D.  0. : 

Stb  :  •  •  •  We  occupy  this  unimportant  and  untenable  position 
(Yorktown)  at  considerable  expense.  I  am  confirmed  in  my  former  be- 
lief that  our  best  course  would  be  to  abandon  this  position  after  de- 
stroying all  the  military  works  at  and  near  Torktown,  whether  erected 
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by  the  rebels  or  oorselTes,  wbieh  ooold  enooorage  a  ftitoie  ooeoiiatioii 
even  with  field  pieces  by  the  former,  espedally  for  the  purpose  of  an- 
nc^ying  the  ganboots,  which  are  snfllcieiit  to  keep  the  blockade  and  po- 
lice of  these  waters.  I  would  apply  the  same  role  to  all  the  rebel  works 
near  Norfolk,  and  wonld  hold  no  military  occupation  of  any  place  in 
this  vidnity  outside  Fortress  Monroe  except  such  as  might  be  necessary 
to  protect  our  present  occupation  of  the  Gosport  Navy- Yard.  This 
would  allow  a  large  force,  of  from  20,000  to  30,000  (now  scattered  and 
making,  as  it  were,  n  frontier  line,  liable  to  attack  in  detaQ),  to  be  con- 
centrated for  the  effectual  prosecution  of  a  campaign,  and  it  would  leave 
our  gunboats  free  to  move  about  tind  presiTve  a  strict  blockade  instead 
of  occupying  positions  rendered  necessary  only  by  the  positions  of  the 
anny. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiral^  Oomdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron* 


WASHmoTON,  OeUh^  28, 1862—7  p.  m. 
M^ior-Oeneral  Diz: 

The  Secretary  of  State  desires  to  have  a  personal  interview  with  you 
respecting  Norfolk  trade,  about  which  there  is  difficulty  with  the  Navy 
Department,  and  that  in  the  mean  time  you  grant  no  more  permits 
either  for  eiqports  or  imports. 

You  will  please  come  here  at  your  earliest  convenience,  and  suspend 
all  permits. 

EDWIN  M.  STANTON, 

Secretary  of  War. 

XJhitbd  States  Flagkstbambb  Philabblphia, 

Hampton  Boads^  Va.^  October  28, 1862. 

M%j.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oommamding  Seventh  Army  Oorpij  Fortreee  Monroe^  Va.: 

GwxxslaIj  :  Our  troops  in  the  Soands  have  at  some  important  points  no 
works,  and  are  protected  there  by  the  vessels.  In  view  of  the  threat- 
ened attack  in  that  quarter  the  light-draught  and  heavy  battery  of  the 
Southfleld,  which  vessel  has  for  some  time  been  undergoing  very  slow 
repairs  at  Norfolk,  make  her  services  absolutely  necessary  in  the  Sounds 
at  this  time.  I  nave  urgently  to  request  that  you  will  cause  all  the 
force  at  Norfolk  which  can  be  effectually  employed  to  be  assigned  to 
her,  with  a  view  to  her  immediate  completion. 
I  will  thank  you  for  an  answer  to  thuu 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Actg.  Bear-Admiraly  Oomdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Sgmaran, 


HDgBff.  Drpt.  of  YiBomiA,  Seventh  Abmy  Gobps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.y  October  29, 1862. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

AmoBAL :  I  have  not  thought  it  profitable  to  continue  the  discus- 
sUm  with  you  of  the  blockade  at  this  post,  as  you  assure  me  that  in  all 
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yoQ  biive  done  and  are  doing  yon  are  canying  cot  the  orders  of  tbe 
Navy  Department.  I  shall  therefore  address  what  I  have  to  say  to  the 
Secretary  of  War,  that  all  qnestions  arising  here  may  be  a^josted  at 
Washin^n. 

I  have  endeavored  to  give  you  all  the  aid  in  my  power  in  carrying 
oat  yonr  instractious,  and  shall  continue  to  do  so,  for  I  am  as  anxious 
as  yon  can  possibly  be  to  prevent  illicit  traffic  with  the  States  or  parts 
of  States  in  actoal  insnrrection  against  the  Gk>vemment  of  the  United 
States^  and  I  agree  with  yon  that  those  instructions  may  be  carried 
out  without  inconvenience  to  the  branch  of  the  pnblic  service  with 
which  I  am  connected. 

I  respectfully  suggest  that  as  you  have  a  complete  Ust  of  all  the 
steamers  in  the  employ  of  the  army  here  th^  should  be  allowed  to 
pass  fireely  from  this  post  to  Norfolk,  Suffolk,  Yorktown,  and  Newpon 
News.  They  will  all  be  provided  with  certificates  from  tbe  chief  quar- 
termaster of  the  Seventh  Army  Corps,  lieut.  Col.  C.  W.  Thomas.  The 
authentic  list  sent  to  you  by  me  is  a  certificate  from  myself  that  the 
steamers  named  in  it  are  actually  in  the  employ  of  the  army. 

It  is  desirable  that  the  certificates  given  by  Colonel  Thomas  should 
be  retained  by  the  captains  of  the  steamers.  If  any  steamer  is  dis- 
charged, Colonel  Thomas'  certificate  will  be  taken  from  the  captain,  and 
I  will  notily  you  immediately,  in  order  that  you  may  strike  the  steamer 
frx)m  your  list.  On  tbe  other  hand,  if  any  new  steamer  is  chartered,  1 
will  give  you  the  like  immediate  notice,  that  you  may  add  it  to  the  list. 

All  steamers  passing  the  Wyandotte  and  not  being  on  your  list  will 
be  directed  to  stop  and  exhibit  their  certificate.  I  respect^ly  suggest 
that  the  steamers  on  your  list,  of  which  the  commander  of  the  Wyan- 
dotte should  be  provided  with  a  copy,  ought  not  to  be  required  to  stop. 
The  delay  is  often  inconvenient,  independently  of  all  other  considera 
tions.  I  am  going  to  Washington  this  morning  on  the  Metamora,  on  a 
summons  from  the  Secretary  of  War,  and  it  wBl  be  neither  convenient 
nor  consistent  with  my  position  as  the  commander  of  the  department 
to  be  stopped  by  the  guard  boat,  when  the  commander  is  aware  that 
the  Metamora  is  in  tbe  service  of  tbe  army  and  that  is  the  boat  I  use 
when  I  leave  the  post  in  performance  of  my  military  duties. 
1  am,  very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jfi^'or-OMMfoi. 


Suffolk,  October  29,  1802. 
M%jor-General  Diz: 

Colonel  Dodge,  who  commanded  the  cavalr^^  that  crossed,  gave  the 
information  that  I  reported  from  tbe  other  side.  It  was  in  every  one's 
mouth  and  so  confidently  talked  that  be  thought  it  was  only  a  question 
of  estimates.  He  says  20,000 ;  they  saying  30,000.  Lougstreet's  name 
has  never  been  used  over  there  until  last  week.  Deserters  and  con- 
scripts reports  to  me  that  Longstreet  was  on  his  way  early  in  the 
week,  but  I  did  not  believe  it.  One  says  he  saw  a  division  on  its  way 
for  Dongstreet.  When  I  asked  the  sergeant  if  Longstreet  was  there 
he  said  it  would  not  be  proper  to  answer.  He  and  other  persons  spoke 
of  French  and  Pettigrew  freely.  This  population  all  asking  to  go  away 
of  late  is  suspicious.    A  heavy  picket  was  at  Carrsville  last  night. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mafor-ChiermL 
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FoBT  MoiVBOB,  Ya.,  Oetoher  29, 1802. 
GeDeral  Pbok,  BuffoJk: 

OeDeral  Eleyes  reported  a  force  of  aboat  800  cavalry  as  approaching 
WilliamBborg.  They  iDteuded  attacking  this  morning,  but  one  of  their 
pickets  was  captared  by  oars  last  night,  and  since  then  nothing  has  been 
done  by  tibem  except  picking  np  straggling  negroes,  ^o  infantry  are 
mentioned  as  being  with  them. 

D.  T.  VAN  BURBN, 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YiBonoA,  Sbtbnth  Abmt  Cobps, 

Fort  Mamroej  Fa.,  Oetober  30, 1862. 
Hon.  Balmon  P.  Chase, 

Secretary  of  the  Tr&uwry: 

Sib  :  I  have  received  this  evening  year  letter  and  the  papers  prepared 
by  yon  concerning  trade  with  Norfolk,  and  I  feel  a  good  deal  of  embar* 
rassment  in  regard  to  the  certificate.  There  are  in  Norfolk,  Princess 
Anne,  and  Nansemond  Connties,  which  we  have  taken  possession  of  and 
cut  off  from  Southern  sonrces  or  supply,  40,000  inhabitants.  We  must 
feed  them,  and  they  can  only  be  fed  from  the  North.  Can  I  certify  that 
the  supplies  they  need — food,  fuel,  clothing  (for  they  must  be  warmed 
and  clot  bed  as  well  as  fed) — are  '*  I'equired  for  military  purposes  f  "  Will 
not  this  extended  txafflc  be  complained  of  as  a  violation  of  the  law  of 
blockade  if  we  admit  that  Norfolk  is  bloc^dedf 

I  regret  that  the  Government  has  taken  this  view  ot  the  subject,  for 
I  feel  with  you  the  exceeding  embarrassment  to  which  it  subjects  us. 

I  have  insisted  that  it  was  a  case  of  military  occupation  and  not  of 
blockade;  that  you  cannot  blockade  your  own  ports  or  a  port  you  have 
taken  from  an  enemy;  that  the  act  of  capture  ip^o  facto  terminates  the 
blockade  and  puts  you  in  military  possession  with  a  totally  different 
code  of  law  for  yourself  as  well  as  neutrals.  You  may  make  it  as  to 
them  a  closed,  but  it  is  no  longer  a  blockaded,  port.  In  most  modem 
treaties,  I  believe,  certainly  in  some,  there  is  a  chapter  on  militaiy  oc- 
cupation, stating  the  consequences  that  flow  from  it.  I  conversed  widi 
Major-Oeneral  Halleck  on  the  subject,  in  Washington,  ten  days  ago, 
and  he  concurred  with  me  fully.  I  also  conferred  with  the  President, 
Secretary  of  State,  and  Secretary  of  War,  and  understood  the  latter  to 
assent  to  my  positions,  and  the  two  former  to  be  at  least  impressed  by 
my  suggestions.  I  was  ver^-  anxious  to  see  you  and  called  both  at  your 
office  and  your  house,  but  was  disappointed. 

My  reasoning  is  briefly  this : 

Isti  Norfolk  is  not  a  blockaded  port,  as  it  lacks  the  fiindamental  con- 
dition of  a  blockade— hostile  possession. 

2d.  If  it  is  a  blockaded  port,  the  traffic  allowed  under  the  regulations 
concerning  *^  coastwise  intercourse^  is  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  blockade 
recognized  by  all  civilized  States.  A  government  cannot  shut  out  neu- 
trals from  trade  with  a  blockaded  port  and  allow  intercourse  witih  such 
port  to  its  own  people. 

dd.  Norfolk  not  being  an  enemy's  port,  but  held  by  military  occupa- 
tion, we  are  free  to  allow  such  traffic  as  is  necessary  to  maintain  the 
possession  and  to  prevent  those  whom  we  have  subjected  to  our  power 
from  suffering  by  hunger  and  cold,  a  duty  enjoined  by  every  considera- 
tion of  humanity.  It  is  on  these  conditions  only  that  the  traffic  pro- 
posed to  be  allowed  can  be  Justified. 
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On  the  theiiry  of  military  ooeaiiatioii  tflie  answer  to  inqniiies  from  the 
representatiyee  of  foreign  govemmente  eeema  to  me  very  simple  ud 
oondasive.  The  Treasury  Department  gives  no  permits  to  trade ;  gen- 
eral trade  is  not  restored ;  the  place  is  governed  by  martial  law,  axid  it 
rests  with  the  oommander  of  the  forces  to  anthorise,  by  special  permits, 
the  introduction  of  such  supplies  as  are  indispensable  for  the  troops  ana 
the  people  they  hold  in  subjection  and  no  more,  la  the  exercise  of  this 
authority  he  may  in  his  discretion  grant  permits  to  others  t^au  our  own 
citizens;  it  ia  a  matter  over  which,  as  the  military  commander,  he  has 
the  entire  control,  sul^ect  to  the  interposition  of  the  Government  for  the 
correction  of  abuse. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  it  is  a  blockaded  instead  of  being  simply  a  closed 
port,  you  can  only  roach  your  object  by  certiijping  that  the  supplies  nec- 
essary to  the  sustenance  of  40,000  people  are  required  for  military-  pur- 
poses or  something  equivalent.  If  the  population  were  but  a  tithe  of 
that  for  which  we  are  to  provide,  though  the  principle  would  not  be 
changed,  the  amount  of  necessaries  sent  to  them  might  not  attract  at- 
teution.  But  in  this  case  they  can  hardly  Ml  to  be  noticed ;  and  I  do 
not  see  how  you  are  to  maintain  your  ground  on  the  hypothesis  of  a 
blockade  according  to  the  received  principles  of  international  law. 

I  have  made  these  hasty  snggestious  under  a  strong  sense  of  the  em- 
barrassment I  feel  in  regiurd  to  the  certificate  I  am  required  to  give.  If 
yoa  can  resolve  my  doubts  I  shall  be  greatly  relieved.  But  tbe  solutimi 
of  the  whole  difficulty  in  regard  to  Norfolk  seems  to  be  so  easy  under 
one  view  of  the  question  and  so  beset  with  complications  under  the  other 
that  I  cannot  rest  satisfied  without  stating  to  you  the  conclusions  to 
which  my  reflections  have  brought  me. 

I  do  not  see  that  any  possible  difficulty  can  arise  within  the  block- 
aded region  under  this  solution  of  the  question  of  trade  with  Norfolk. 
Whenever  you  are  blockading  the  enemy's  ports  or  territory  the  law  ol 
blockade  controls;  whenever  you  get  actual  possession  and  hold  by 
military  occupation  the  commander  of  the  forces  governs  under  the  laws 
of  war. 

If  the  question  is  settled  beyond  the  possibility  of  reconsideration  I 
beg  to  be  immediately  advised,  as  the  people  of  Norfolk  are  suffering  for 
want  of  the  necessaries  of  life.  In  any  case  a  speedy  determination  is 
for  the  same  reason  exceedingly  desirable. 

If  the  question  is  not  an  opeoi  one,  wUl  it  not  be  sufficient  for  mid  to 
certify  that  the  shipment,  &c*,is  ^'required  for  the  purposes  of  my  com- 
mand in  this  military  departmentf '? 

I  am,  very  respeotitally,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Sttpfolk,  Ya.,  OMober  90, 1862. 
Mmor-General  Dix: 

No  longer  any  doubt  ot  Lonjptreet^s  arrival  at  Petersburg  with  one 
division  last  week.  It  comes  m>m  all  quarters  and  from  parties  who 
have  no  knowledge  of  each  other.  It  has  Just  come  from  two  of  the 
Sunv  Oourt-House  pickets— deserters.  It  i^  only  a  question  as  to  the 
numbers  and  potations  of  them.    Will  shell  something  at  2  this  uight 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Uqfar-OmeroL 
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HhADQUABTBBS  DXPABXMXNT  OV  NoBKH  OlSOIJNA. 

OeMer  30, 1802. 
lC%i.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OmtenO^'OlUtfj  U.  8.  Armp^  WoiMngiMj  D.  0.: 

Obhxbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  1  am  about  to  start  on  an 
ezpeditioDf  for  the  foUowing  porpoaes: 

Information  was  sent  me  ftom  Plymonth  by  the  navy  that  three  regi- 
ments had  left  lirom  the  neighborhood  of  Plymonth  to  go  down  into 
Washington  and  Hyde  Counties^  for  the  purposes  of  foraginjK  and  ob- 
taining conscripts.  These  oonnties  form  a  bag,  the  month  of  which  is 
between  Washington  and  Plymouth.  If  I  am  not  too  late  (as  the  in- 
fonnatlon  was  forty  hours  in  reaching  me)  I  hope  to  engage  and  cap- 
ture this  force.  Should  I  accomplish  that  I  shall  push  on  for  Hamilton, 
on  the  Boanoke  Biver,  and  endeavor  to  take  that  place.  Should  the 
forces  in  the  counties  above  named  have  escaped  I  will  push  on  at  once 
for  the  same  place.  I  am  led  to  make  this  attempt  from  information 
(received  from  the  Navy)  that  two  iron-dad  gunboats  were  being  con- 
stmeted  there,  and  these,  of  course,  it  is  essential  to  destroy. 

I  shall  take  the  foUowing  force,  to  rendesvous  at  Washington,  N.  C: 
Bdgei's  Bhode  Island  battery,  six  pieces;  four  batteries  of  the  Third 
XTew  York  Artillery,  sixteen  pieces;  about  130  of  the  Third  New  York 
Cavalry,  and  about  4,000  infontiy,  made  up  of  detachments  from  the 
rMpments  under  my  command,  and  shall  go  in  command  myselfl 

I  learn,  and  I  beueve  reliably,  that  Ck>venior  Vance,  of  this  State,  has 
cone  to  Richmond,  for  the  purpose  of  demanding  of  the  Oonfederate 
Government  the  return  to  the  State  of  all  the  troops  from  North  Caro- 
lina, and  that  as  an  earnest  of  his  success  several  regiments  have  been 
already  ordered  here;  so  with  my  force  this  is  my  only  opportunity  to 
strike  a  blow. 

The  New  York  papers  gave  a  very  accurate  statement  of  the  three 
regiments  from  Masisachusetts  arrived  at  tlus  post,  so  of  course  my 
present  force  is  well  known  to  the  enemy. 

As  soon  as  I  return  I  shall  have  the  honor  of  reporting  my  opera- 
tions and  the  results. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTER, 
MoijoT'Omimvl^  Oommamdimg. 


nmTBD  States  Flag-stbaiibb  Fhiladblphia, 

HampUm  Boadiy  Va^  Oetoher  31, 1862. 

l[%i.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  XJ.  8.  A., 

(kmmamding  SeimUh  Amy  Gm^w,  Fortreii  Ifonroe,  Va» : 

OXRBBAL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  coih- 
munication  of  the  29tii  instant. 

I  am  gratified  by  your  conclusion  to  a^jnst  the  question  of  blockade 
with  the  authorities  at  Washington,  and  very  truly  regret  that  you  did 
not  find  it  profitable  to  do  so  sooner. 

I  have  always  informed  yon  of  the  text  of  my  orders  on  this  subject 
fi^mi  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy,  to  whom  I  have  regularly  communi- 
cated our  correspondence. 

Having  endeavored  faithfhlly  to  discharge  my  duty,  under  very  clear 
orders  to  maintain  the  blockade  strictly,  I  have  tiie  satis&ction  of  know- 
faig  tiiat  my  conduct  has  been  fully  approved  by  the  Department  in 
every  case  where  military  permits  to  trade  have  been  ffiven  in  violation 
vjf  the  >]fN)kade.    In  this  connection  I  beg  leave  to  infom  you  that  in 
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reply  to  my  dispatchi  inclosing  a  copy  of  yonra  of  the  19th  inntant  with 
a  copy  of  a  dispatch  of  the  Secretary  of  War  to  you  of  the  19th  instant 
respecting  trade  at  Norfolk,  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Navy  infomiK  me  that 
he  Ib  expecting  a  communication  from  the  Treasniy  or  War  Department 
specifying  details  of  a  proposed  arrangement  for  permits,  and  nntil  it 
is  receiT^  that  he  has  no  new  instructions  to  give  in  regard  to  the 
blockade. 

In  Inference  to  the  detention  of  the  William  Penn  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment, under  dace  of  the  29tii  instant,  approves  my  course  and  instructs 
me  a6  follows : 

Until  the  blockade  is  raised  or  Inoken  or  publicly  modified  it  moel  be  enfbreed  in 
ffood  fidth  by  the  nayy.  Fort  Monroe  is  not  a  port  of  entry,  and  dearauoes  are  not 
to  be  made  from  that  point,  which  1^  like  Norfolk,  subject  to  blockade.  If  the  Becre- 
tarj  of  War  or  Treannry  haTe  eeiced  or  obtained  poeseewion  of  staves  or  tobaoeo«or 
any  other  articles  which  belong  to  the  Qoyemmen^  and  either  ot  them  have  aathor- 
ised  snch  articles  to  bo  exported,  yon  wiU  recognize  tibeir  authority.  Bnt  permits 
from  any  officer  for  general  traffic  or  exports  on  priyate  account  are  unknown  to  the 
Department  intrusted  with  the  blockade  and  cannot  be  recognised. 

In  reply  to  my  communication  of  the  24th  instant  you  suggest,  in 
substance,  that  all  the  steamers  in  the  employ  of  the  army,  as  ^own  by 
the  authentic  list  you  have  sent  me,  should  pass  the  blockade  without 
stopping  even  at  the  outer  guard  vessel ;  that  Colonel  Thomas,  chief 
quartermaster  here,  will  give  certificates  to  each  steamer,  which  she 
shall  retain  while  so  employed,  and  when  she  is  discharged  Golonel 
Thomas'  certificate  will  be  taken  from  the  captain,  and  you  will  imme- 
diately notify  me,  that  she  may  be  erased  from  the  list  you  have  sent; 
and  if  any  new  steamer  is  chartered  vou  will  give  me  like  immediate 
notice,  that  she  may  be  added  to  the  list ;  and  that  all  steamers  not  on 
the  official  list  will  be  directed  to  stop  at  the  outer  guard  vessel  and 
show  their  certificates. 

1  cheerfully  accept  this  proposition,  and  shaU  submit  our  correspond- 
ence on  the  subject  and  my  action  in  relation  thereto  for  the  consid- 
eration and  decision  of  the  Navy  Department. 

In  respect  to  the  Metamora  I  beg  leave  to  say  thatas  soon  as  you  in- 
formed me  she  was  in  your  personal  service  the  gunboat  on  guard  duty 
was  promptly  instructed  on  the  subject.  Had  the  gunboat  on  blockade, 
while  ignorant  of  the  fieust  that  you  were  on  board  the  Metamonk  stop- 
ped her,  I  am  sure  you  would,  on  reflection,  not  have  felt  ofiTended,  as 
military  men  do  not  take  offense  at  the  proper  challenge  of  a  sentineL 
Yesterday  I  was  not  allowed  to  go  on  the  ramparts  of  Fort  Monroe, 
though  I  was  in  unifbrm  and  had  made  myself  known,  without  a  permit 
from  one  of  your  officers,  and  then  I  was,  and  very  properly,  I  believe, 
dudlenged  by  a  sentinel  and  stopped  until  I  exhibited  my  pass.  I  saw 
in  tliis  only  military  propriety  ^nd  felt  no  iniraotion  of  dignity  was  in- 
tended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiralj  Camdg.  N.  AtUmtic  Blockading  Sguadran, 


Headquabtebs  Distbiot  of  Nobth  Cabolina, 

BaMghj  November  1, 1802. 
H%j.  Gen.  J.  O.  Fostbb,  U.  B.  A., 

Ckmdg.  DepartmetU  of  North  CaroUna^  New  BernOy  N.  (7. : 

Obnbbal  !  Your  letters  of  the  24th  and  28th  ultimo  are  received.    I 
^  appreciate  ybe  many  difficulties  in  the  way  of  finding,  identi^^g,  and 
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ooUeetiiig  individnalB  soattered  "  within  your  linea  and  yonr  piomptneis 
in  sending  them  when  fonnd. 

I  respectftilly  leqaest  that  hereafter  all  oommnnioationa  by  flag  of 
trace  will  be  by  land  as  heretofore,  asl  shall  feel  oonctrained  to  dewne 
receiving  flags  of  trace  by  boats  sent  npthe  river. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  letter  to  the  Hon.£}dward  Stauly  and  two  others, 
which  I  would  thimkyoa  to  forward. 

I  am.  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-OmeraL 


FoBT  MOHBOE,  November  3,  1802. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stantoh: 

I  have  jnst  learned  that  Major-General  Wool  has  gone  to  Accomack 
Ooonty  with  a  large  force.  Two  companies  of  Willdns'  regiment  of 
libffyland  Home  Guards  refused  to  land  at  Pnngoteague  on  Wednes- 
day last.  I  sent  over  my  gunboat  on  a  call  from  Ghoneral  Lockwood, 
but  before  it  arrived  the  midcontents  had  returned  to  their  duty.  The 
regiment  was  raised  expressly  to  serve  in  Maryland ;  hence  the  discon- 
tent, which  was,  however,  very  briefl 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mtifer-GeiermL 


HiKiBa  Dbpt.  of  Yibginia,  Sbyxhth  Abmt  Cobps, 

Fort  Momroe,  Va.^  November  3, 1802. 

Actg.  Bear-Admiial  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  North  AUanMe  Blockading  BqtuMdron: 

ADiOBAii:  I  believe  I  have  never  urged  on  you  any  matter  a  com- 
pliance with  which  would  have  been  a  violation  of  your  instructions 
from  the  Navy  Department.  It  is  only  in  cases  which  I  considered 
wilUn  your  discretion  that  I  have  ventured  to  press  on  you  my  own 
views.  They  are  now  in  possession  of  the  Ck>vemment  and,  I  have  no 
donbt^  will  be  satisfactorily  disposed  of. 

The  permits  given  by  me,  which  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  in  his 
letter  to  you  on  the  29th  ultimo  says  ^'cannot  be  recognixed."  were  in 
accordance,  in  some  instances,  with  a  special  authority  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasury,  and  in  others  with  a  general  authority  emanating 
from  the  same  Department.  I  shall  of  course  give  no  more  until  this 
conflict  of  opinion  and  action  is  reconciled. 

In  regard  to  the  occurrence  alluded  to  in  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo 
within  the  fort,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  there  is  a»  permanent  rule, 
adopted  long  ago,  that  no  officer  can  go  upon  the  ramparts  without  the 
permission  of  the  officer  of  the  day,  unless  he  is  accompanied  by  the 
commanding  general  or  one  of  his  staff.  The  rule  is  applicable  to  all 
officers,  whether  belonging  to  the  garrison  or  not,  or  whether  of  the 
Army  or  Navy.  The  case  would  be  i»recisely  similar  if  I  had  gone  on 
board  of  one  of  your  vessels  without  announcing  myself. 

But  in  the  case  of  the  harbor  I  respectfully  suggest  that  it  is  entirely 
different.  I  have  from  the  beginning  objected  to  the  blockade  of  this 
fort  by  a  gunboat  stationed  under  its  guns  as  entirely  unprecedented, 
unnecessary,  and  in  disregard  of  the  comity  and  friendly  understanding 
which  should  exist  between  your  f  ervice  and  mine,  and  which  I  am  most 
anxionfi  to  preserve. 

B  B— VOL  xvm 
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Knowing  yonr  instmctions,  when  T  foand  the  Metamora  wanted  fot 
another  pnrposcL  and  when  I  decided  to  go  to  Washington  in  the  City 
of  Hudimn,  the  JNorfolk  mail-boat,  I  sent  on  board  the  Wyandotte  to 
adTise  the  commander  that  I  should  pass  in  the  last-named  steamer, 
and  that  I  was  in  haste  to  obey  a  sommons  from  the  Secretaiy  of  War. 
While  objecting  to  the  arrangement  in  my  communications  with  you,  I 
have  nevertheless  been  carerol  not  to  act  in  contravention  of  it;  and  I 
now  repeat,  and  appeal  to  your  courtesy  in  making  tflie  request,  that 
the  Wyandotte  may  be  stationed  above  Uie  Baltimore  Wharf,  and  that 
this  fortress,  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  may  be  relieved  fh>m 
a  system  of  visitation  to  which  it  was  never  before  subjected.  I  should 
not  make  the  request  if  I  did  not  feel  a  perfect  assurance  that  eveiy 
public  object  in  view  could  be  as  effectually  accomplished,  and  that  it 
u  a  matter  entirely  in  your  own  discretion* 

I  am,  veiy  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MMof  ffwionil- 


UHirXD  8TAZB8  FLACMnXAXXB  TEUAimLPHUL, 

Hampton  Soadgj  Va^  Sbffemter  4, 1868. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

OawMMuMng  Bmfmik  Armif  Oarp$f  Fortreu  Mamroe^  Vm. : 

OiQissAii:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  two 
communicatious  of  yesterday. 

The  witnesses  on  board  the  Wyandotte,  in  the  case  of  Private  Gill, 
have  been  directed  to  obey  the  summons  of  the  Judge-advocate. 

Oonsidering  your  request  for  the  removal  of  Uie  Wyandotte  as  a  vir^ 
tual  proposition  to  raise  the  blockade  of  these  waters  in  violation  of  my 
instructions  from  the  Kavy  Department,  I  have  respectftilly  to  infbnn 
you  that  I  have  referred  your  application  to  that  Department  for  in- 
structions. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yours. 

8.  P.  LBB, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiralf  Oomdg.  JT.  AHanUo  BMkadimg  Bgfmbnm. 


TBBASUBT  DBPABTnilT, 

JToMfliter  8, 1862. 
M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz,  Fort  Monroe : 

Gbnxral:  I  have  read  your  letter  of  the  27th  [SOth]  ultimo,  and  the 
subject  has  been  again  considered  by  the  President  and  the  Oabxnet. 
I  am  myself  strongly  inclined  to  adopt  your  views  in  regard  to  miUtaiy 
occupation,  but  would  not  the  certificate  now  required^  or  one  in  sub- 
stance the  same,  be  equally  necessary  in  case  thai  Norfolk,  Princess 
Anne,  ftc,  were  regarded  not  as  blockaded  but  as  militarily  occupied  f 
At  any  rate  for  the  present  it  is  not  decided  to  change  the  existing  regu- 
lation. The  subject  is  reserved  ibr  flirther  consideration.  The  certifi- 
cate and  request  mentioned  in  my  letter  will  still  be  required  as  condi- 
tions for  the  clearances.  I  see  no  special  objection,  however,  to  sub- 
stituting for  the  words  <^  military  purposes"  the  words  '*for  the  purpose 
of  my  military  command,"  as  suggested  by  you,  in  conversation,  tiboug^ 
I  prefer  the  former  phrase,  which  I  regard  as  equivalent  in  meanhig. 
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I  pTefer  it  simply  beoanae  tfliofle  words  have  hitherto  been  used  in  the 
certiflcatee  firom  the  War  Department. 

With  the  very  liighest  respect  and  esteem,  I  remaiui  dear  general, 
tmly.  yonrs. 

8.  P.  OHASB. 


HIM2B8.  Dbpt.  of  YiBQnfiAy  Seventh  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fori  Monroe^  November  7|  18^. 

Hon.  Salkon  p.  Oh  ABE,  Secretary  of  the  Treaewry: 

Yoor  letter  of  the  6th  is  just  received.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  di- 
rected me  to  give  no  permits  at  present  to  take  any  tliiiig  to  or  from  Nor- 
folk. Those  I  gave  previously  under  your  instmctions  have  been  dis- 
honored by  Admiral  Lee,  nnder  instmctions  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy.  The  Gk>vemment  owes  it  to  me,  to  itself  and  to  the  people  of 
Norfolk,  who  are  starving  with  hunger  and  cold,  to  do  something.  I 
am  willing  to  give  any  certiflcato  which  will  insure  these  people  Ibod, 
fhel,  and  clothmg.  The  loyal  portion  of  the  people  of  Norfolk  and  the 
Government  employes  not  in  the  army  are  all  suffering.  Even  the 
officers,  who  do  not  draw  rations,  are  paying  enormous  prices  for  all  the 
necessaries  of  Ufe. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Maior-OekeroL 

Wab  Dbpabtment, 
WaeMngUm  Oily,  D.  0.,  November  8, 1862. 

Hon.  OiDEOiT  Welles,  Secretary  of  ike  Navy : 

Sib:  Will  you  have  the  ffoodness  to  inform  me  whether  instructions 
have  been  ffiven  to  Admiral  Lee  to  pass  staves  and  other  products  from 
Suflbdk  and  Norfolk,  on  the  permit  of  M^jor-General  Dix,  to  go  North 
for  the  purchase  of  suppliesf 

The  accompanying  telegram  from  General  Dix  is  the  oooasion  for  tflie 
inquiry. 

Tours,  truly, 

VDWTS  M.  STANTON, 

Beereiary  of  War. 

0 


Fobt  Mohbob,  November  8, 1862. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stantoh,  Seereiury  of  War: 

Am  I  authorised  to  permit  the  people  of  Norfolk  and  Suffolk  to  send 
North  staves  and  other  products  to  pay  for  supplies,  and  has  the  Sec- 
retary of  the  Navy  instructed  Admiral  Lee  to  pass  them  f 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

McjoT'QekeraL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Viboihia,  Sbvwth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va^  November  8, 1A62. 
Mbj.  Oen.  J.  O.  Fobtbb, 

Oammandimg  JkpartmeiU  of  North  OaroUna : 

Oeeebal:  When  in  Washington  last  week  Iwastoldby  M%jor-Gen- 
eral  Halleek  that  re-enforoements  had  been  sent  to  vou  and  &at  you 
mi|^t  perhaps  move  on  Gtoldsborough  or  some  pomt  fiuther  n<ntii, 
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poflgibly  Wddon,  and  oat  tbe  raflrcNid  oonnectiini  belwaas  BMnnapd 
and  the  Soatheastem  Atlantic  States.  To  reach  Weldon  yon  would 
have  a  long  march,  nnleas  yon  ascend  the  Tar  or  BoanoAe  Biyen  ander 
tiie  cover  of  gnnboate;  bat  I  sappoae  in  either  caae  troops  might  be 
drawn  ftom  Petersborg  or  its  vicinity  to  oppose  yon.  I  think  it  wonld 
be  in  my  power  to  defeat  sach  a  parpose  by  making  a  strong  demon- 
stration of  an  attack  on  some  point  between  Weldon  and  Petersborg. 
The  enemy  has  a  considerable  force,  which  I  can  at  least  hold  in  ohedk 
and  neatralise  on  the  Black  water,  near  which  it  is  embodied.  If  yoo 
have  any  movement  in  contemplation  it  wiU  aiford  me  great  plearaie 
to  co-operate  with  yon,  and  it  may  be  in  my  power  to  do  so  more  etbet- 
aidly  t^an  I  have  above  snggested. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  year  obedient  servant, 

JOm(  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar'€hieraL 

Nayt  Dxpabtkbht, 

Novmter  9, 1802. 
Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Beeretairy  of  War : 

Sm:  In  reply  to  yonr  inqaiiy  of  the  8th  instant  I  have  the  honor  to 
inform  yon  that  this  Department  has  issued  no  instraetions  to  Acting 
Bear-Admiral  Lee  to  allow  exports  from  SnlTolk  or  l^orfolk  or  any 
other  place  within  the  limits  of  the  blockade  confided  to  him. 

He  is  not  aathoriced  to  recognise  permits  of  any  one  bat  the  Secre- 
tary of  the  Treasaiy  and  Secretary  of  War.  I  am  not  aware  that  the 
blockade  enforced  by  the  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron  has  in 
any  respect  been  modified  except  by  the  President's  proclamation  open- 
ing the  port  of  Beaafort 

I  am,  respectfhlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

OIDEOK  WELLBS, 
BMreiofy  of  the  Jvooy. 


WASHOrOTON,  November  12, 1888. 
Mi^ip  Oen.  John  A.  Dix: 

By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  send  the  following  orders  of 
the  President: 

Exnounvs  IfAiiaiON, 
WatkbtgUm,  KmmAer  18,1802. 

Ordertd,  fint,  that  dlenranoes  iasned  by  the  TreMnry  DepArtment  for  veMcli  or 
merohuidlBe  bound  for  the  port  of  Norfolk,  for  the  military  neoessi  ies  of  the  depart- 
ment, certified  by  the  military  oommaDdant  at  Fort  Monroe,  iihall  be  allowed  to  enter 
■aid  port ;  second,  that  Yefleeb  and  domeetic  prodnoe  from  Norfolk,  permitted  by  Uie 
military  commandant  at  Fort  Monroe  for  the  military  pnrpoeee  of  his  oommand,  ahaU 
on  his  permit  be  allowed  to  paM  from  said  port  to  its  oestination  to  any  port  not 
blockaded  by  the  United  States. 

A.  UNOOLK. 


JOHN  TUOKBB, 
Aeeiitamt  BeereU^rj/  of  Ifmr. 


Wab  Dbpabtmeht. 
WaMngUm  Oity^  November  IS,  1802. 
VLaj.  Oen.  Johh  A.  Drx, 

Oommandingj  Fort  Monroe j  Va. : 

OsmBBAii :  In  view  of  the  nnmerons  applioations  made  to  tiiis  De- 
partment for  permits  to  trade  with  Norfolky  Portsmonth,  and  Suffolk, 
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and  the  large  aggregate  amount  of  goods  embraced  in  the  gchedides 
(almoBt  if  not  qoite  enoagh  to  supply  Bichmond  as  well  as  Norfolk  and 
Its  neighborhood),  the  Secretary  of  War  deems  it  proper  to  suggest  that 
in  acting  niK>u  applications  for  licenses  to  ship  goods  to  those  places 
care  should  be  taken  to  scale  them  down  so  as  to  limit  the  supplies  im- 
ported to  the  actual  necessities  of  the  inhabitants.  Unless  this  be  done 
the  places  named  will  again  become  depots  of  supplies  for  the  rebels  at 
Richmond.  An  estimate  of  the  population  of  Norfolk,  Portsmouth,  and 
Suffolk,  counting  four  children  or  negroes  as  the  equivalent  of  one 
adult  citizen,  will  enable  you  readily  to  determine  approximately,  by 
the  application  of  the  army  ration  and  clothing  tables,  the  quantities  of 
articles  required  by  the  inhabitants  to  supply  their  necessitieB. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 


IJiiiTSD  States  Stbambb  Hetzel. 
Off  New  Bemej  N.  0.,  November  13, 1862. 

M%i.  Gen.  J.  O.  Fosteb,  U.  S.  A., 

Commamding  Ikpartmrnt  of  North  OaroUna : 

OxESBAL :  I  reepeetfally  beg  leave  to  offer  for  your  consideration 
the  following  copy  of  a  dispatoh,  dated  November  4  instant,  and  re- 
ceived this  &j  from  Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lee,  vis : 

I  h«T6  offloUl  infonnation  that  the  rebel  gnnboat  No.  290  is  on  the  ooMt  She  may 
have  oonaorts.  Notify  the  yeMels  under  my  eommand  In  the  Sonndi  of  this  and 
promptly  give  the  intelligence  to  General  Foeter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly.  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  E.  DAYBNPOBT, 
Oemimamder  emd  Smior  Offi/eer  im  8o/w^  of  North  Oa/roliiha. 


Suffolk,  November  14, 1862. 
Mn^oi  Oeneral  Do,  Fort  Monroe : 

I  am  surprised  that  Oeneral  Foster  did  not  advise  you  of  his  opera- 
tions, as  we  could  at  that  time  have  threatened  about  the  Blackwater. 
His  movement  will  cause  some  concentration  of  troops,  which  may  per- 
haps extend  to  the  Blackwater  region. 

A  Georgia  deserter,  who  left  the  company  near  Surry  Court-House 
\mt  night,  says  Longstreet^s  troops  are  coming  to  Suffolk.  His  lieu- 
^enaat  said  that  he  saw  15,000  of  them,  and  that  they  were  barefooted 
and  very  destitute  of  clothing. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfor-Oeieral. 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  November  14, 1862. 
BI%jor-General  Dix: 

With  your  approval  will  have  4,000  infontry,  1,000  cavalry,  and  bat- 
tery of  wrtiUery  4  miles  above  Franklin  before  dawn  of  Tuesday.  Pro- 
pose to  cross  cavalry  and  about  1,500  infantry,  with  one  rifled  cannon 
and  two  mountain  hofntsers,  under  Spear  and  Foster.  Wish  to  clear 
all  the  neck  to  Nottoway  if  possible,  and  reach  Jerusalem  with  cavalry. 
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This  will  have  maoh  eflbct  on  pending  operationB  abont  Weldcm  and 
Peteroboig.  Oao  yon  not  give  me  Jooidan's  regiment  t  Shall  send 
WesBells  in  command.  If  weather  ahoold  be  nnfinrorable  will  delay. 
€^etting  boats  ready  for  a  bridge. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 


Edqbb.  Dbpt.  of  YmoiHiA,  Bbyxnth  Abmt  Ooepb, 

Fart  Monroe^  Va^  Fovemter  15, 1802. 
P.  H.  Watson,  Bsq*. 

AuUiamt  Beonimy  of  Watr: 

I  have  Jnst  reoeiyed  yonr  commnnieatlon  of  the  13th  instant. 

Please  say  to  theSecnretary  of  War  that  his  wishes  have  been  in  eveiy 
particnlar  anticipated : 

Ist.  I  had  an  estimate  made  two  weeks  ago  of  the  principal  artioles 
needed  for  the  population  wiUiin  onr  lines  at  Norfolk  and  Tidnity.  I 
am  redndng  it  to  greater  precision  by  an  actoal  enumeration  of  the  in- 
habitants,  considerably  diminished  in  number  by  the  war  since  the  last 
census. 

2d.  I  have  opened  a  set  of  books  in  which  areto  be  entered,  under  their 
proper  heads,  each  artide  and  the  quantity  of  each  article  for  whieh  per- 
mits are  granted  and  also  the  quantities  actually  receiTed,  so  that  the 
Ibotings  of  each  day  will  exhibit  the  aggregate  of  both. 

No  effort  will  be  spared  to  prevent  abuse. 

I  am,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^icT'OtmeroL 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt, 
WaaikkigUm  OU^j  November  15, 1862. 
M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oommamdimgj  Fort  momoe^  Va.: 

Obnbbal:  a  letter  was  addressed  to  you  by  this  Department,  under 
date  of  the  13tfa  instant,  in  relation  to  permits  to  trade  with  Norfolk, 
Portsmouth,  and  Suffolk.  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  inform 
you  that  as  the  action  of  which  you  will  be  duly  advised  is  contraiplated 
there  will  be  no  necessity  for  compliance  on  your  part  with  tiie  sugges- 
tions contained  in  the  communication  above  referred  to. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  H.  WATSON, 
Aesistant  Beoretofy  of  war. 


FOBT  MONBOB,  November  Iff,  1882. 
M%|or-General  Pbox: 

I  approve  of  your  plan,  if  you  cross  only  1^600  cavalry  they  must  be 
free  from  all  incumbrances,  so  as  to  move  rapidly,  and  you  should  have 
the  residue  of  your  force  ready  to  move  to  their  support  if  assailed  by 
superior  numbers.  Try  to  make  the  officers  and  men  feel  that  they  are 
equal  to  double  their  numbers,  as  I  believe  they  aro. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mtfjor-Omerml 
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Fo&T  MoNBOBy  ITovember  15, 1M2. 
M^ior-Genend  Peck,  Suffolk: 

I  approve  entirely  of  your  movementB  on  the  Blackwater.  These  lit> 
tie  BUGoesses  encourage  our  men  and  habituate  them  to  the  fire  of  the 
enemy.  The  weather  is  fine.  Keep  a  portion  of  your  troops  in  motion, 
but  let  them  be  carefiil  and  not  be  surprised.  The  immense  number  of 
cross-rrads  require  the  utmost  vigilance.  Finish  the  railroad  bridge  as 
soon  as  possible. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€ffar'€meraL 

KOTXICBEB  Uy  18(12. 
Mi^.  Gen.  Johb  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

A  few  days  since  I  telegraphed  that  Longstreet^s  troops  had  passed 
Petersburg,  some  15,000.  A  deserter  from  Surry  Court-House  learned 
this  from  one  of  his  officers,  who  had  been  to  the  city.  A  special  dis- 
Iiatch  fit>m  Washington  to  Philadelj^la  Inquirer  on  the  14th  confirms 
the  report  by  news  m>m  Culpeper.  Foster's  operations  do  not  appear  to 
have  been  entirely  sucoessml.  They  can  concentrate  so  rapidly  the 
ohanoes  are  in  theur  fbvor. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Mtdor-OmerdL 

HBADQUABTEB8  DBPABTMBNT  OF  YlBGIBIA, 

Fort  MoHroe^  Fa.,  November  17, 1862. 

His  EzoeUen^  Abbaham  Lm  ooln, 

JPteeideiU  of  ike  United  States: 

Bib  :  I  feel  a  strong  sympathy  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  the  Eastern 

Shore  of  Virginia— Accoma<&  and  Northampton  CountieB.  When  I  sent 

an  armed  force  against  them,  giving  them  assurances  of  protection  and 

tiiem  the  eigoyment  of  all  the  rights  of  loyal  citizens,  they 


promising 
laid  down 


aid  down  their  arms.  They  have  at  no  time  since  been  in  rebellion 
against  the  United  States ;  on  the  contrary,  they  have  united  themselves 
to  Western  Virginia ;  they  have  had  two  elections,  and  they  have  sent 
strong  Union  men  to  the  Legislature  and  Congress.  In  all  things  they 
have  fhlfiUed  the  conditions  on  which  I  pledged  to  them  equality  in 
rights  and  privileges  with  the  people  of  the  loyal  States.  When  you 
issued  your  proclamation  in  July  last,  designating  the  States  and  parts 
of  States  that  were  to  be  deemed  loyal  and  omitting  these  two  counties, 
I  lliought  to  write  to  you  begging  that  they  shomd  be  added  to  the 
numb^  tiius  designated.  I  write  now  to  make  the  request  in  order 
that  they  mav  be  relieved  from  the  penalties  of  disloyalty,  and  that  the 
taint  of  dissection  may  not  rest  upon  a  community  in  wnich  no  such 
feeling  exists  excepting  in  individual  cases  which  may  unfortunately 
be  found  everywhere.  They  are  entitled  to  exemption  by  their  loyal 
conduct  during  the  last  year,  and  the  efi'ect  of  such  a  declaration  frt)m 
you  at  this  time  could  not  fail  to  have  a  beneficial  effect  in  other  quar- 
ters. But  it  is  chiefly  as  an  act  of  justice  to  them  that  I  urge  it,  and  I 
am  sure  you  will  appreciate  the  earnestness  with  which  I  press  it  when 
you  consider  the  relation  in  which  I  stand  to  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  respectfrdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ii€(jor»  Oenefw* 
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Hdqbs.  Dxpt.  of  YmoiifiA,  SsTBirrH  Asmr  Oorvs, 

Fart  Monroe^  Fa.,  November  17, 1802. 

MaJ.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok,  Oeneral-im-Chitf: 

Obnbral:  I  return  herewith  the  letter  of  the  Secretary  of  the  TreM 
nry  of  the  16th  ultimo,  with  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  M«j.  B.  W.  Shenk, 
One  hnndred  and  thirty-fifth  Pennsylvania  Yolnnteere,  of  ttie  15th, 
which  I  leoeiTed  yesterday.*  Mijor  Shenk  charges  that  the  ^^  flag-of- 
tmoe  boats  are  now  and  have  heretofore  been  to  great  extent  nsed,  in 
addition  to  their  lawful  mission,  to  pass  contraband  goods  and  other 
articles  thiongh  the  lines  at  Aiken's  Landing  on  James  Biver.''  He 
states  two  gronnds  for  his  charge :  First,  that  a  tronk  containing  cloths, 
&C.,  was  placed  by  aoddent  on  board  of  the  boat  under  his  command; 
and,  second,  that  he  was  approached  by  a  certain  Gol.  Blanton  Dancan, 
of  Kentucky,  to  enter  into  an  arrangement  to  pass  goods,  &c.  On  these 
ffronnds  he  brings  a  general  accusation  against  the  officers  in  charge  of 
lag-of- truce  boats,  accusing  not  only  them  but  the  authorities  here  wiUi 
want  of  "  ordinary  watchfuness."  Why  did  he  not  report  these  fiicts 
to  me  on  his  return  ftom  Aiken's  Landing  that  I  might  institute  proper 
inquiries  to  detect  and  punish  the  fhiuds  and  the  neglect  which  he 
chara^  upon  officers  here  t  Why  send  his  charges  to  l£e  Secretary  of 
the  ^nreastiry,  whocould  at  best  only  refer  them  to  me  for  examination  and 
report.  M%jor  Shenk  was  not  placed  in  charge  of  a  flag-of-tmce  boat 
by  my  order.  He  came  here  fh>m  Washington.  It  is  probable  that  the 
trunk  to  which  he  refers  was  put  on  board  his  boat  there,  and  that  no 
one  was  in  fianlt  but  himself;  but  he  was  placed  under  my  controL  and 
it  was  his  duty  to  have  reported  to  me  on  his  return  from  Aiken's  Land- 
ing, the  more  so  as  he  was  detained  here  by  me  and  sent  several  times 
up  the  James  Biver.  He  not  only  neglected  his  duty  but  brought  a 
totsklly  unfounded  accusation,  as  I  believe,  against  others. 

I  venture  to  say  that  flags  of  truce  have  never  been  used  with  a  more 
oarefhl  regard  to  their  siMsred  character  than  at  this  post.  I  have 
always  selected  tiie  most  discreet  and  vigilant  officers  and  placed  them 
under  the  most  rigid  instructions.  So  careAil  have  I  been  not  to  violate 
them  that  I  reftised  permission  to  one  of  the  principal  officers  at  1^ 
post  to  send  some  mourning  garments  toa  little  girl,  his  niece,  in  Bich- 
mond,  that  she  might  notice  in  the  customary  mc^e  the  death  of  a  near 
relative.  Passengers  have  only  been  allowed  to  take  their  wearing  ap- 
parel, except  in  a  single  instance,  in  which  a  French  lady  of  advanoMl 
age  had  permission  to  take  some  claret  for  her  own  use.  Gonfederate 
prisoners  have  not  been  permitted  to  take  any  tiling  with  them  but  their 
ordinary  baggage,  and  articles  in  their  possession  not  comiDg  within 
this  restriction  have  been  uniformly  taken  from  them.  The  only  in- 
stance in  which  I  have  allowed  anything  to  be  sent  to  Aiken's  Land* 
ing  was  for  Mr.  Aiken  himself.  He  hiMl  been  very  kind  to  our  sick 
officers  and  men,  and  I  allowed  him  to  purchase  in  Baltimore  four  boxes 
of  tin  to  repair  his  roof.  1,000  cigars,  and  a  dozen  pocket  handkerchi6&, 
all  for  his  own  use.  I  nave  been  thus  particular  because  M%jor  Shenk, 
who  appears  to  have  had  more  zeal  than  discretion  or  just  conception 
of  his  own  duty,  has  been  guilty  of  a  breach  of  trust  in  failing  to  report 
to  me  the  &cts  stated  in  his  letter,  and  has  done  a  great  iigustice  to  the 
officers  in  charge  of  fiag-of-truce  boats  by  bringing  accusations  against 
them  implyiuf^  either  fraud  or  gross  negligence. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  olwdient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^for-OeierdL 

•8MP.4W. 
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Hba]>quabtbb8  Dbpabtxbki  op  North  Oabolina, 

New  Bemdj  November  18, 1862. 
M%j.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OeneraUif^Ohitf  U.  8.  J.fmy,  WoiMnffUmj  D.  0. : 

GsNBBAii :  Referring  to  my  report  of  recent  reconnaissance,  I  have 
the  honor  to  make  the  following  statements: 

The  enemy  have  mnch  increased  Uieir  force  and  their  activity  in  this 
State.  We  have  engaged  at  different  times  in  one  way  and  another 
seven  old  regiments,  viz,  the  Eighth,  Tenth,  Seventeenth,  Twenty-sixth^ 
Thuty-flrst,  Fifty-first,  and  Fifty-ninth ;  and  I  am  informed  by  what  I 
consider  reliable  authority  that  Oovemor  Vance  has  had  a  difficulty  or 
qoarrel  with  President  Davis  as  regards  conscripts,  the  consequence  of 
which  is  that  the  Governor  is  raising  or  has  raised  two  brigades  of  con- 
scripts within  assisting  distance  of  Ooldsborongh.  Their  artillery  force 
I  think  to  be  inferior  to  mine  as  yet  There  were  at  Tarborough  sixteen 
pieces,  and  I  foand  threatening  this  town  on  my  retam  ten  other  pieces. 
Ihese,  with  the  supporting  force,  retired  on  my  return.  And  in  the 
same  connection  I  would  state  that  I  hewrd  near  Tarborough  of  the 
appointment  of  General  Longstreet  to  the  command  of  this  department, 
lliis  report  has  since  been  confirmed,  boUi  here  and  in  the  Richmond 
papers.  In  addition,  €k>vernor  Vance  in  person  was  with  the  forces 
at  Tarborough. 

I  would  resi)ectftdly  remark  that  the  above  simple  statements  prove 
the  reliability  of  my  opening  paragraph,  and,  in  addition,  show  the  de- 
termination of  the  enemy  to  withstand  my  advances  in  their  rich  coun- 
try of  the  eastern  counties,  and  also,  if  i)ossible,  to  diminish  my  hold  on 
that  section.  On  the  other  hand  the  weakening  influences  of  the  past 
malarious  season  has  so  weakened  the  strength  of  my  old  regiments 
that  for  hard,  active  service  I  have  scarcely  available  one-half  their 
nominal  strength  at  the  moment.  The  new  regiments  (nine-months' 
men)  arrived  here,  viz,  the  Third,  Fifth,  For^-third,  Forty-fourth, 
For^-flfth,  and  Forty-sixth  Bfassachusetts,  are  good  troops  but  are 
new,  and  some  never  have  had  their  arms,  and  I  should  wish  some  drill 
before  trusting  them  iu  a  fight. 

Admiral  Lee  has  been  here,  and  with  him  I  have  had  a  full  and  free 
talk,  and  am  happy  to  say  that  he  fully  coincides  with  me  in  my  views 
as  to  co-operation  and  as  to  force  required. 

Beferring  to  the  above  simple  statements  I  would  most  respectfully 
suggest  that  if  possible  I  should  be  allowed  at  once  10,000  old  troops  in 
addition  to  the  few  new  troops  ordered  here,  and  would  express  my 
hopes  and  wishes  that  those  old  troops  should  be  the  men  of  the  Ninth 
Anny  Corps,  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  %nd  of  which  corps  I 
was  the  senior  officer  under  General  Burnside. 

The  sooner  I  have  the  force  the  sooner  I  will  endeavor  to  perform  my 
plans,  and,  I  think,  the  views  of  Government,  viz,  the  cutting  of  the  rail- 
road (Weldon  and  Wilmington)  and  the  taking  of  Wilmington  and  the 
works  at  New  Inlet  and  the  mouth  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 

I  most  respectfully  request,  in  addition  to  the  officer  recommended 
for  promotion  to  brigadier-general,  that  three  regular  brigadier-generals 
be  sent  me,  and  as  a  matter  of  choice  I  would  suggest  General  Gillmore, 
and  if  none  be  available  now  appointed,  call  your  attention  to  Captains 
Prime,  Morton,  and  Casey,  of  the  Engineer  Corps,  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Biggs  or  Capt  D.  W.  Flagler,  Ordnance  Corps,  as  most  accept- 
able to  me.  I  would  also  ask  an  engineer  officer,  of  which  I  have  none, 
and  an  ordaance  officer.    I  have  received  firom  General  Dix  a  letter  as 
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to  bis  ocH>peratioii  wUb  me  in  any  attempt  to  cat  the  railroad  oommn- 
nicationeu  and  would  say  that  such  co-operation  woold  be  most  deeiraUei 
as  proved  at  Tarboroagh,  where  the  reinforcements  came  even  ftom 
Petersbnrg.  I  can  act  and  he  assist  if  the  line  be  cat  soath  of  Weldon, 
and  he  act  and  I  assist  if  at  Weldon,  which  point  he  can  reach  more 
easily  than  L 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  lespectftillyyyoar  obedient  serv- 
ant^ 

J.  G.  F08IBB, 
M^for-Omim^  OommmUUmgm 


SxjWFOULf  Ya^  November  18, 1888. 
M%|or-Oeneral  Dix,  Fort  Momve : 

In  conseqnence  of  oar  several  repeated  attacks  upon  Franklin,  Zoni, 
&C.,  the  rebel  anthorities  have  been  led  to  tiie  belief  that  my  force  is 
laree  and  that  I  have  designs  npon  Uiehr  commnnicatlons.  My  belief 
is  ttiat  they  are  bringing  Mok  all  the  forces  taken  away. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

M(i(for'€hieraL 


BuFFOUC,  November  18, 1882. 
General  Dix: 

You  will  see  that  the  Biohmond  ^mers  of  October  29,  and  since,  aie 
calling  attention  to  movements  on  Weldon  from  Soffolk. 

They  also  give  it  oat  that  they  are  driven  oat  of  Franklin  after  a 
severe  fight.  Bee  Petersbnrg  Express  27th,  in  Philadelphia  Inqnirer 
of  17th. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

M€ifor-€hiieraL 


WAHHOrOTONt  D.  0.,  November  18, 1882. 

M%|or-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

Please  give  me  yoor  best  opinion  as  to  the  namber  of  the  enemy  now 
at  Biohmond  and  also  at  Petersbnrg. 

A.  LnrooLN. 


FOBT  MoNBOi^  November  18, 1862—2  p.  m. 
His  Bxcellency  the  Pbbsidibnt  : 

My  only  reliable  information  in  regard  to  the  enemy's  forces  in  Bioh- 
mond and  vicinity  of  Petersbnrg  comes  from  a  man  who  has  not  been 
here  for  foar  weeks.  It  was  then  11,000  on  and  near  the  Blackwater, 
north  of  Franklin  or  CarrsviUe;  at  Petersbnrg,  700:  at  Bicbmond,  7,000 ; 
between  the  James  and  Ghickahominy,  7,000;  ana  near  White  Honse, 
1,500;  total,  27,200.  This  is  my  latest  information.  The  forces  at  dif- 
ferent points  freqaently  vary,  and  I  place  little  reliance  on  reiK)rts 
bronght  to  me  by  deserters,  stragglers,  and  negroes. 

I  sent  4,000  men  to  the  Bla^water  yesteMay,  intending  to  cross. 
While  writing  this  dispatch  information  is  sent  to  me  by  M^jor-Ckoieral 
Peck,  from  Baffolk,  that  the  expedition  fonnd  the  enemy  re-enforced  in 
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artflleiY  and  infiuitiy  at  Franklin  (OamviDe  on  the  maps)  and  the  fords 
blockecL  A  sharp  skirmish  was  going  on  across  the  river,  which  is  very 
nanow  higher  ap.  The  enemy  is  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater,  and 
oor  pickets  are  engaged  almost  every  night.  The  moment  I  can  get 
any  reliable  information  as  to  the  force  in  Kidimond  and  Petersburg  1 
will  forward  it  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  force  specified  in  the 
district  embraced  in  the  enumeration  at  the  beginning  of  this  dispatch 
is  reduced  ratiier  than  increased.  In  twelve  hours  it  can  be  concentrated 
^thar  at  Uchmond  or  Petersburg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FOBT  MoHBOS,  Ya.,  JToMMter  18, 1802. 
Genera]  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

I  have  Just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  M%ior-(3eneral  Peck, 
at  Suffolk,  vis : 

A  oonmiiiiiiefttion  has  iiut  been  reoeired  by  the  ramon  of  the  One  hundred  and 
fldzty-Moond  Hew  Toifc,  nom  heAdqnarten  BankaP  ezpeoltton,  medieal  dixeetor,  order- 
ing Inmiediately  oertain  reporte  about  ottoera,  ambnlanoei^  4bc.  It  oame  diteot.  I 
au  for  ezplaDation  and  for  inatmetiona.  We  need  more  troope  here^  and  ean  luurdly 
affofld  to  lioae  tUa  radment. 

JOHN  J.  FECK« 

Independently  of  the  impropriety  of  asking  information  from  my  sub- 
antinaitm.  except  through  me^  I  must  request  that  this  regiment  may 
not  be  twen  fitnn  me.  Indeed,  General  Casey  has  only  sent  me  three 
of  the  four  regiments  he  was  ordered  to  send.  I  have  sent  4,000  men  to 
the  Blaekwatar  to-day,  with  a  view  to  cross.  Our  vessels  have  been 
fired  on  almost  every  night  for  a  week.  At  Gloucester  yesterday  we 
lost  6  men  in  killed  and  wounded  and  3  taken  prisoners.  We  captured 
8  and  did  about  the  same  damage  to  the  enemy. 

JOEOSi  A.  DIX, 


WAHHiirOTON,  Sbvemter  19, 1862. 
M%|.  Gea.  John  A  Dix: 

Ko  orden  have  been  given  to  my  knowledge  for  any  part  of  your  com- 
mand to  report  to  M^jor-Ctoneral  Banks. 

H.  W.  HALLBOE. 

NOVBMBBB  10,1862. 
IC^for-General  Diz,  Fart  Monroe : 

Wessells  remained  all  night  at  Beaver  Dam  Ohurcb,  a  short  distance 
from  ftonklin,  and  moved  at  dawn. 

The  rebels  were  telegraphing  over  the  country  with  various  colored 
lights  UBtU  long  after  midnight. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

M^ffar-ChieroL 
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&UWFOLK,  Nmmmber  19, 1888. 
M^jor-GeDeral  Dix: 

The  cars  were  mnning  from  Peterabnrg  to  Znni  all  last  night,  and  it 
is  preeamed  with  additions  of  force.  This  Information  has  jost  come  in, 
and  I  donbt  not  accounts  for  the  signals.  Probably  intenoing  to  stnke 
here  in  the  absence  of  one-half  of  my  force,  or  strike  Wessells  in  the 
flfmk.  Colonel  Dodge  is  going  out  toward  Znni  to  watch  any  move- 
ments. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mqfor-QeiermL 

BUFFOUC,  Sbvember  19,  WBL 
M%jor-Oeneral  Dix: 

A  courier  is  Jnst  in  from  the  commander  of  Winfield,  N.  0.^  and 
of  the  gunboat  tiiere;  states  200  rebel  infantry  crossed  Ohowan  and  are 
threatening  the  region.  Lieutenant  Etheridge  is  near  the  gunboat  with 
his  party  and  has  destroyed  their  boats.  They  attached  tiie  camp  loot 
niffht 

WesseUs  is  in  with  his  force. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

BvwFOULf  ITwemlber  19, 1802. 
M%jor-General  Dix: 

The  Weldon  road  is  now  in  complete  order  to  the  Nottoway,  M  miles 
from  Franklin.  I  have  positive  information  that  they  ore  bnildiiig  the 
bridge  across  that  river. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

MqjoT'Qmwml. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  op  YmoiNiA,  Bbtibiith  Abmt  Oobps, 

IbrI  Mfmroey  To.,  ITovembm'  19, 1802. 
M%j.  Qtesk.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  six  telegraphic  dispatches  from 
Major-Oeneral  Peck.* 

I  wrote  to  General  Foster  soon  after  I  saw  you  in  Washington,  offer- 
ing to  co-operate  with  him,  and  promising  at  least  a  demonstration  on 
the  Blackwater  which  might  produce  a  diversion  in  his  fftvor.  I  have 
had  no  answer  from  him  and  have  acted  on  the  presumption  that  my 
letter  never  reached  him,  although  in  sending  expeditions  to  the  Black- 
water  I  have  been  influenced  also  by  the  desire  to  accustom  my  troops 
to  marching,  bivouacking,  &c.,  and  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy. 

I  inclose  a  map  of  the  district  between  Suffolk  and  the  Blaokwateri 
on  which  the  roods  are  carefully  drawn.t 

Will  you  please  let  the  President  see  the  accompanying  telMraphic 
dispatches,  which  may  throw  a  little  light  on  my  disfNitch  to  him  yes- 
terday f 

1  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

*  Piobably  those  of  ISth  and  1901,  pp.  <I66^M0.  tNotftnmd. 
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HjfiADQUABrBBS  DlfiPABTMBNT  OF  YlBOINiA, 

November  22,  1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Sm :  1  have  received  year  order  appointing  Dr.  Le  Grand  Bnssell 
''special  commissioner  to  take  charge  of  the  colored  reftigees  from  the 
enemy  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  its  vicinity,"  and  shall  do  sdl  in  my  power 
to  aid  him  in  the  proper  discharge  of  his  dnties. 

The  pecnliar  phraseology  of  the  order  suggests  the  propriety  of  stat- 
ing that  all  the  negroes  here  are  not  refngees  from  the  enemy.  On  the 
contrary,  there  are  a  nnmber  who  are  fugitives  from  the  service  of 
Union  men,  who  have  been  persecuted  by  the  secessionists  for  their 
fidelity  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  a  few  who  belong 
to  persons  residing  in  districts  which  have  never  been  in  possession  of 
the  insurgents.  Some  Union  families  in  this  neighborhood  have  lost 
all  their  ne^proes,  whom  I  have,  in  obedience  to  the  act  of  Congress, 
refosed  to  give  up.  It  will  be  troublesome  to  separate  one  class  from 
the  other,  and  assuming  that  the  order  was  not  intended  to  make  any 
distinction,  I  shall,  unless  otherwise  directed,  put  Dr.  Bussell  in  charge 
of  both. 

I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity  of  stating  that  under  your  au- 
thority I  opened  negotiations  with  the  Governors  of  the  States  of 
Maine,  Massachusetts,  and  Rhode  Island,  with  a  view  to  provide  a  tem- 
porary asylum  for  the  contrabands  here  until  the  Government  could 
make  some  permanent  provision  for  them.  The  proposition  was  re- 
ceived with  such  marked  disfavor  by  Governor  Andrew,  of  Massachu- 
setts, that  1  decided,  notwithstanding  a  very  kind  and  prompt  resiK)nse 
from  Governor  Sprague,  of  Bhode  Ismnd,  to  retain  them  here  and  make 
suitable  provision  for  them  for  the  winter.  Accordingly  I  withdrew 
the  sick  from  the  hospital  at  Newport  Ifews  and  sent  over  a  thousand 
of  the  colored  fugitives  there.  But  the  very  day  they  were  removed 
firom  their  encampment,  where  they  were  dying  rapidly,  I  was  advised 
that  the  Irish  Legion,  under  General  Corcoran,  would  arrive  on  the 
following  day.  Their  tents  had  been  so  iqjured  in  New  York  by  a 
storm  on  the  eve  of  their  departure  that  they  were  obliged  to  be  put 
under  cover,  and,  having  no  place  for  them  but  Newport  News,  I  was 
compelled  to  remove  the  colored  people  again.  They  were  sent  to  Cra- 
ney  Island,  and  the  quartermaster  is,  under  my  instructions,  erecting 
bairacks  for  them.  They  will  all  be  covered  in  tne  course  <rf  the  coming 
week. 

I  am,  very  respectihlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mtfjar-OeneroL 


FOBT  MoNROB,  Ya.^  November  23, 1862. 

M^jor-Oeneral  Hallbok, 

ChneraUii^Okirf: 

A  leoonnHissance  was  made  from  Williamsburg  yesterday  toward  the 
Chiokahominy.  Killed  2  and  captured  6  of  the  enemy  and  took  11 
horses.    No  loss  on  our  side. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

'•(ieieraL 
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HBADQUABTBB8  DBPABTMHST  OF  YlBOUlIA, 

Fwri  Monroe^  Va.j  Novemher  24, 1802. 

His  JBbEoeUenoy  Abrawak  Luvooln, 

IVwidaiil  of  ike  UmUed  States  : 

Bm:  I  have  liad  the  honor  to  leodye  your  letter  of  the  20tii  instant* 
in  regard  to  the  oonntieB  of  Aooomaw  and  Northampton,  or  what  is 
usnal^  called  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Virginia,  and  am  gratified  to  learn 
fiN>m  yon  that  there  is  no  objection  to  a  recognition  of  their  loyal  condi- 
tion.   The  reasons  which  make  them  so  anzioos  on  the  satject  are  two : 

Ist.  An  nnwillin^ess  to  be  classed  with  the  insurrectionary  districts, 
considering  it  a  stain  niK>n  their  diaraoter  and  niyost  to  them,  as  they 
have  given  repeated  evidences  of  their  loyalty ;  and 

2d.  A  desire  to  be  exempt,  as  they  claim  they  are  entitled  to  be,  ftom 
the  i>enal1y  of  00  per  cent,  in  addition  to  the  taxes  to  be  raised  to  sap- 
port  the  G<>vemment,  &c.  This  penalty  is  imposed  bv  the  concluding 
danse  of  section  1  of  the  act  of  June  7, 1882,  chapter  08,  of  the  laws  of 
1862.  This  is  a  <<  practical  diiBcnlty  "  from  which  they  ask  to  be  relieved. 

They  are  perfectly  willing  to  pay  their  share  of  Uie  taxes  like  other 
loyal  districts. 

I  am,  very  reqpeotftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOHJir  A.  DIX, 

M^for-OeiemL 

FoBT  Mohbob,  Ya.,  November  24, 1882. 

M%|cr-General  Halubck,  Oetterdt-k^Okirf: 

I  have  Just  received  the  following  dispatch  ih>m  General  l^aglee,  at 
Yorktown: 

My  salt  expedition  to  Mstthews  County  has  been  a  perfbot  snooess.  Deetroyed 
seventy-thiee  latge  oast-ixon  boiling  TesMls  of  nine  establishments  and  oyer  one 
tiionsand  bnshels  of  salt.  We  are  indebted  to  Ci^  FozhaU  Parker,  oommanding  the 
■aTal  branoh  of  the  expedition,  for  Tory  eflfootiTe  serriee. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mfffar-OeieruL 


Four  MOHBOB,  Nbvemher  24, 1882. 

IC^for-General  HAiXBcnc,  Oei^erdt-k^Oktrf: 

I  send  yon  by  this  evening's  boat,  via  Baltimore,  Mr.  Bernard,  who 
is  Jnst  from  General  O.  W.  Smith's  ofUce  in  Bichmond.  He  has  very 
valuable  information.  He  is  from  Utica.  He  confirms  my  statement 
of  21st  October  as  to  the  number  of  troops  in  the  district  including  the 
Bladkwater,  Petersburff,  Bichmond,  and  south  toward  the  Chicka- 
hominy,  about  27,000,  wongh  the  distribution  is  not  the  same. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

juifoT'QeMtulm 

UinxvD  States  Stkuobb  Shawbhbbn, 

Off  Wi$iifiMj  y.  a,  Naeember  24, 1862. 

Lieut.  O.  W.  Flubsbb,  Oamm4Kmd4/i^y  Albemarle  Boumd: 

Bm:  As  there  are  many  reports  in  circulation  which  appear  to  be  re- 
liable, some  of  them  at  least.  I  deem  it  my  duty  to  inform  you  of  them. 
Part  of  Small's  men  are  soil  on  this  side  lurking  about;  Hill's  com- 

*Vot  found. 
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pony  is  reported  to  be  in  Ofttes  Ooanty  and  a  portion  of  the  Nanae- 
mond  Cavalry  there,  as  two  companies  of  paroled  Boanoke  piisoners  that 
have  been  exchanged,  now  organized,  and  before  crossing  the  lines  intend 
to  oo-oi)erate  with  the  forces  that  have  crossed  the  river  and  make  an 
attack  on  this  place  and  also  to  clean  the  connties  of  all  the  produce 
that  they  can  get  hold  of  and  convey  it  across  l^e  river.    The  principal 

gart  of  tiie  cituens  are  very  mnch  enraged  at  those  people  coming  across 
ere  committing  snch  acts  as  they  have  since  coming  over. 

Longstreet^s  force  of  45,000  men  is  reported  at  Weldon.  It  is  to  be 
lamented  that  we  have  not  taken  that  important  place  before  this. 

I  saw  and  read  a  letter  written  in  Raleigh  by  one  of  the  convention 
men,  wherein  he  says  if  Weldon  foils  into  onr  possession  that  Virginia 
will  have  to  come  into  the  Union  and  North  Carolina  with  her.  He 
says  their  only  hope  is  in  the  Conservative  Democratic  party  North,  bnt 
adds  that  there  is  little  hope  from  them,  as  they  are  anzions  for  prose- 
cnting  the  war,  and  it  is  so  long  before  tney  come  into  power  that  death 
and  starvation  stare  the  Confederate  Army  in  the  face.  He  says  their 
troops  are  in  a  deplorable  condition,  neither  shoes,  clothing,  nor  tents. 
He  says  he  converses  with  the  best  men  in  the  Confederacy  from  the 
Presiaent  down.  He  says  they  called  a  convention  of  the  State  Council, 
which  consists  of  seven  members,  and  only  three  of  them  met;  they 
waited  three  days  and  no  other  members  met  Headds  that  this  is  the 
first  time  since  the  world  was  made  that  such  a  convention  was  called 
and  not  responded  to. 

To-day  I  was  down  across  the  river  and  met  one  of  fonr  men  who  can 
control  the  Legislatore,  and  he  says  remove  the  bayonets  from  North 
Carolina  and  there  wocud  be  a  Noah's  deluge  for  the  State  to  come  into 
the  Cnion.    I  will  not  mention  his  name,  but  you  can  depend  upon  this. 

There  is  a  move  on  the  tapis  now  oi  vital  imi)ortance  to  the  State 
which  would  develop  itself  on  the  foil  of  Weldon,  for  which  they  are  all 
anxious  to  see.  This  man's  assertion  is  substantiated  by  other  good 
authority  and  may  be  deiwnded  upon.  If  you  think  this  worth  noticing 
I  hope  you  will  makd  it  known  to  the  proper  authorities,  and  if  there 
is  going  to  be  anything  done  in  this  direction  it  should  be  done  imme- 
diatdy,  as  much  dependence  is  placed  on  the  support  received  from 
these  counties,  and  a  small  force  would  defeat  their  movements  in  this 
quarter.  I  hope,  as  many  others  do,  that  something  will  be  done;  most 
Ml  are  willing  to  take  the  oath. 

I  went  down  the  river  yesterday  (Sunday)  and  captored  eleven  boxes 
of  tobacco,  which  are  very  valuable.  To-day  we  captured  a  flue  mule 
and  cart  t^t  was  in  waiting  to  convey  some  goods^  no  doubt,  into  the 
country.  Have  destroyed  all  the  boats  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river ; 
they  seem  perfectly  willing  to  destroy  them.  The  difference  in  feeling 
toward  our  cause  now  and  what  it  was  two  months  ago  is  very  apparent. 

I  was  down  to  the  mouth  of  Chowan  to-day.  I  have  one  more  trip  to 
make  down  that  way  to-morrow  or  next  day. 

I  have  twelve  tons  of  coal  yet  on  hand. 

One  of  Small's  men  was  killed  in  the  attack  the  first  night  by  a  shell. 

The  pickets  were  fired  on  the  next  night  after  the  Lockwood  left,  but 
we  did  not  ftre  any  horn  the  boat,  but  embarked  all  but  a  guard.  Our 
men  are  all  in  pretty  good  health. 

I  will  send  this  by  a  small  boat  furnished  by  Lieutenant  Etheridge. 

I  do  not  think  of  anything  more  of  importance.  Bemember  me  to  all 
friends. 

Very  reepeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  WOODWARD, 
Admg  Volimieer  Lieuimumtf  (Tomnuifiaifiy. 
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BCT!F0IJC,  jybwwrtgr  26, 1862. 
General  Dix: 

I  have  a  deserter  from  one  of  Wiae^s  regiments  at  Drewry's  Bli  ff.  He 
says  Wise's  brigade  has  orders  to  oome  over  to  the  Petersburg  road  in 
case  of  oar  advance.  This  man  was  carried  to  Ivor  and  escapes  I  again. 
A  six-gan  battery  and  one  regiment  of  infimtry  came  there  from  Peters- 
bnrg  last  week.  They  told  him  that  15,000  were  at  Weldon,  and  that 
we  had  25,000  here. 

I  hope  for  a  dash  soon.  The  river  is  high  and  a  bridge  is  necessary; 
am  making  one. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

M€(for'€hieraL 

Hdqbb.  Dept.  op  YntoiNiA,  Sbvbnth  Abmt  Oobfs, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.j  November  26, 1S62 
Brig.  Qen.  M.  Cobooran, 

OomnuMding^  Newport  News : 

Gbnerai.  :  A  complaint  has  been  made  to  me  that  the  colored  people 
who  are  to  go  to  Oraney  Island  have  been  forced  to  remain  all  night 
on  the  wharf  without  shelter  and  without  food ;  that  one  has  died,  and 
that  others  are  suffering  with  disease,  and  that  your  men  have  turned 
them  out  of  their  houses,  which  they  have  built  themselves,  and  have 
robbed  some  of  them  of  their  money  and  personal  eflfects.  You  will 
inquire  promptly  into  these  complaints  and  redress  the  wrongs  which 
have  been  committed,  if  they  are  truly  represented  to  me.  xou  will 
also  see  that  the  means  are  provided  for  burying  the  dead,  and  tliat 
these  people  are  furnished  with  food  by  the  commissary  until  they  can 
be  sent  fiom  Newport  News.  A  boat  will  be  sent  aa  soon  as  possible. 
These  people  are  in  our  care  and  we  are  bound  by  every  principle  of 
humanity  to  treat  them  with  kindness  and  protect  them  from  exposure 
and  ii^jury  in  their  persons  and  property. 
Bespectfhlly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MtijoT'OeiiaraL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  Noeemlber  20, 1802. 

M%jor-Oeneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

Have  organized  an  attack  upon  Ivor  with  at  least  5,000.  The  move 
would  have  been  this  day  save  rain  and  mud.  Our  reconnaissances 
show  that  every  bridge  is  down  and  all  the  fords  are  blocked  by  slash- 
ing the  approaches.    We  will  have  much  to  cut  away  on  both  sides. 

The  Banks  command  in  your  waters  is  calling  the  attention  of  the 
Oovemment  [enemy  f]  to  tiie  Suffolk  line,  and  they  may  re-enforoe. 
Have  you  any  data  t 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mejor-OekeraiL 

FOBT  MoNBOE,  November  26, 1862. 
M%jor-(}eneral  Peck: 

My  last  advices  from  Eichmond,  very  recent,  are  that  they  have  no 
fears  of  an  advance  on  the  Suffolk  line,  but  are  fortLfyiug  slowly  from 
Petersburg  to  Bichmond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^'QemermL 
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Fo&T  MaRBOB,  Swemlber  27, 1802. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

I  have  Just  received  a  letter  from  General  Foster,  at  New  Beme,  say- 
ing he  may  ask  my  co-operation  in  an  important  movement  about  the 
5l£  of  December.  Has  yoor  expedition  gone  t  A  week  ago  General 
French  was  at  Petersborg  with  4,000  men.    I  have  nothing  iater. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Suffolk,  Nwmkhtr  27, 18(12. 
lfi(}or-General  Dix: 

Mud  and  water  have  delayed  oar  move.    The  enemy  are  signaling  be- 
tween here  and  the  Blaokwater. 

JOHN  J.  PECK 


FOBT  MOHBOB,  JfoMmfor  27, 1862. 
Mf^or-Oeiieral  Pbok: 

PeEhaps  it  would  be  as  well  to  wait  till  I  hear  from  General  Foster. 
In  liiat  case  I  wiU  send  an  officer  to  him  to-moirow.  What  do  yoo 
Afnkt 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YntoiNiA,  8bvbnth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fori  Monroe^  Fa.,  NavewUfer  27, 1882. 

Mai.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fostbb, 

OommaMmg  DepartmetU  ofHorik  OotMim  : 

Gbhbbal:  I  only  received  this  evening  yoor  letter  of  the  14th  in- 
stant. It  is  now  too  late  for  me  to  meet  yon,  bnt  if  yon  will  send  by 
lieatenant  Mabie,  who  will  take  this  dispatch  to  yon,  any  commonica- 
tion  which  will  indicate  yonr  wishes  I  will  endeavor  to  meet  them.  I 
have  not  a  large  force  at  BnfTolk,  bat  snfflcient  to  make  a  diversion  on 
the  Blackwater.  The  enemy  are  now  taming  their  attention  to  the 
Saffolk  roate  to  Petersburg.  They  have  recently  pat  the  railroad  from 
the  latter  dty  to  the  Blackwater  in  order^  bat  I  have  changed  tiie 
gange  on  this  side  so  that  they  cannot  use  it.  They  are  repairing  the 
bridge  on  the  Seaboard  Bailroad  over  the  Nottoway  so  that  they  can 
re-e^oroe  on  the  Blackwater  from  Weldon.  I  can  attack  at  Franklin, 
where  the  Seaboard  Bailroad  reaches  the  Blackwater  (Garrsville  on 
the  maps)^  or  at  Zani,  where  the  Petersburg  Bailroad  strikes  the  same 
river :  or  if  I  can  aid  yon  by  a  different  movement  let  me  know  and  I 
will  ao  all  in  my  power. 

I  had  an  expedition  organized  under  Miyor-General  Peck  to  move  on 
Zani  to-morrow  with  5.(>0O  men.  but  since  the  receipt  of  yours  have 
eoontermanded  it  in  order  to  make  the  time  suit  yoa. 
I  am,  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOB3S  A.  DIX, 

80  B  B— yoL  xvm 
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HBADQUIBISBB  DmPMMTKBXT  09  KOBTH  OABOUHA, 

P^ier$burgj  Vm^  Nctember  21  j  ISO. 

G«nenl  J.  6.  Fobtbb,  U.  8.  A^ 

New  Barne,  if.  0.  : 

DxAB  Sir  :  During  the  maroh  of  the  anny  under  your  eommand  ap 
the  valley  of  the  Boanoke  Biver,  in  the  early  part  of  this  month,  many 
wanton  aets  of  destroction  of  private  property  and  many  depredations 
were  committed  by  the  troops  under  yonr  Qommand. 

Negroes  were  forcibly  abdnoted  flrom  t^eir  owners;  many  isolated 
honses  in  the  villages  of  Hamilton  and  Williamston  were  willfiiUy 
bnmed;  parlors  of  private  residences  were  nsed  for  stables:  fomily  car- 
riages were  taken  to  yonr  camps,  abandoned, and  destroyed;  honaesof 
peacefhl  dtisens  were  forcibly  entered,  doors  and  windows  broken  and 
sSL  the  fbmiture  destroyed ;  bedding  was  carried  into  the  streets  and 
bnmed  ;  women  were  insulted  by  yonr  soldiers  and  robbed  of  all  the 
money  and  valuables  on  their  persons,  and  all  their  clothing  and  that 
of  thor  children,  except  what  uiey  haa  on,  was  cast  into  the flreor  torn 
topieces. 

fa  genera]  terms,  your  soldiers  committed  many  robberies  and  prao- 
ticed  a  wanton  and  malicious  destruction  of  private  property. 

Having  been  over  a  portion  of  yonr  line  of  march  aud  examined  these 
evidences  of  destruction  I  reported  them  to  my  (Government,  and  I  am 
Instructed  to  address  you  and  inform  you  that  such  outrages  are  om- 
sidered  as  forfeiting  the  right  of  yourself  and  officers  to  be  treated  as 
prisoners  of  war,  and  to  inquire  of  you  whether  these  outrages  were 
committed  with  your  knowledge  and  sanction. 

The  action  to  be  taken  in  the  case  will  depend  on  the  answer  yon  may 
make,  and  if  no  answer  be  returned  in  ten  days  after  the  deUveiy  of 
this  letter  it  will  be  considered  by  the  (Government  that  you  admit  and 
hold  yourself  responsible  for  the  acts  charged. 
Yeiy  lespectftillyi  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  G.  FBBKOH, 
Milfer-Gmmml^  OommmmUt^g. 


WAsantOTOVy  D.  O,  Natemiber  90^  1888. 
M^jor-Gteneral  Dix,  Fort  Mtmroe^  Va.  : 

Several  regiments  of  Penn^lvania  drafted  militia  will  be  sent  to  yon 
as  soon  as  transportation  can  be  procured. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK^ 

Hradquabtbbs  Dbpabtmbht  of  YntaiNiA, 

Bevenih  Army  Owrpoy  Fort  MomroOj  To.,  Novomtor  29, 1862. 

M%|.  Oeu.  H.  W.  Haixbok, 

General-in'Ohitf: 

Oxrbbal:  I  received  the  day  before  yesterday  a  letter  fir>m  Mf^- 
General  Foster,  dated  the  14th  instant,  at  l^ew  Berne,  in  reply  to  mine 
suggesting  a  co-operation  between  liis  forces  and  mine  in  a  movement 
against  the  enemy,  and  I  immediately  sent  an  officer  to  him  in  order  to 
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prevent  any  iiirther  delay  in  commanicating  with  him.  I  find  myself 
much  hampered  for  want  of  the  means  of  crossing  the  Blackwater.  The 
bridges  are  ail  destroyed  from  Znni  to  Franklin^  and  the  fords  blocked 
by  slashing  and  other  obstructions.  The  river  is  narrow  and  deep  and 
we  are  in  want  of  pontoons. 

I  sent  Mr.  Joseph  Francis,  the  inventor  of  the  metallic  life-boat,  to 
the  Qoartermaster-Geueral  yesterday  with  a  model  of  his  corrugated- 
iron  pontoon  wagon.  It  is  a  wagon,  pontoon,  and  boat,  dispensing  with 
the  cumbersome  pontoon  train  which  carries  nothing,  and  enables  an 
army  to  cross  streams  with  its  baggage  train  without  delay  and  to  pass 
over  its  heavy  artillery  with  rapidity  and  safety.  The  pontoon  wagon 
floats  with  2,400  pounds  in  it  and  holds  up  its  carriage.  I  am  very  de- 
sirous of  having  twenty  of  these  wagons.  They  can  be  fitted  as  bodies 
to  the  carriages  of  the  common  wooden  wagons  which  we  have  here,  and 
enable  us  to  accomplish  all  our  objects  without  adding  to  our  baggage 
train.  Mr.  Francis  has  the  means  of  constructing  them  at  once  at  the 
factory  of  the  corrugated-iron  life-boats  at  Greenpoint,  N.  T.  He  has 
just  returned  from  Bussia,  and  has  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  his 
pontoon  wagon,  after  long-continued  and  severe  tests,  adopted  by  Great 
Britain  and  all  the  German  States.  I  am  satisfied  that  I  can  with  twenty 
of  them  render  valuable  service  in  this  quarter,  and  at  the  same  time 
make  a  trial  which  will  save  the  Government  millions  of  dollars  and 
thousands  of  lives  by  disx>en8ing  entirely  with  the  heavy  and  expensive 
wooden  pontoon  train  and  giving  our  armies  the  means  of  crossing  cur- 
rents when  pursued  or  pursuing,  without  delay. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

jomj  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraL 


Ahttraetflrom  Beium  of  ike  Deparlmeni  of  Vlrginiaf  Maj,  Qem,  John  A,  Dix  commanding, 

for  November  90, 1862. 


Gomnumd. 


Fort  Monroe,  Col.  S.  H.  Alford. 
Camp  Hamiltoo,  Col.  A.  Gonkt . 
Norfolk.  Brig.  Gen.  £.  L.  Viele. 
Suffolk,  Brie.  Gen.  J.  J.  Peek. . . 
Torktown,  iC^J.  Gen.  E.  D 
Keyee. 

Total 


Preeentfor 
daty. 


22 

43 

131 

476 

242 


914 


S 


620 
1.112 
2,«» 
9,431 
4,784 


18.646 


819 

1,331 

8,227 

12,027 

6.285 


23,688 


28.089 


867 

1,890 

12 

8.809 

6 

14,224 

20 

7,809 

28 

66 


Ontpotte  At  Gloaoeeter  Point 
uid  Williamsbazg. 
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Troops  in  the  DepartmetU  of  Virginiaj  Maj.  Om.  John  A.  Bix  eommomi 

ing^  November  30, 1862. 


Fart  Monroe, 

Col.  Samuxl  M.  Alford. 

3d  New  York. 

Camp  HamilUm. 

Col.  Amthony  Conk. 

139th  New  York. 

11th  PeniiBylTania  Cavalry,  Company  C. 
Batt'n  PennsylTaiiia  Heavy  Arty.,  Co.  C. 
2d  and  4th  wiBOonsin  Batteries. 

Norfolk  and  vMnUy, 

Brig.  Gen.  EaBERT  L.  Viblb. 

99th  New  York. 
148th  New  York. 
158th  New  York. 

19tb  WiBOonsin. 

11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Company  M. 
7th  New  York  Battery. 


Sh^olk  amd  vMally. 

Mi^.  Gen.  John  J.  Fscsk. 

Ferry's  brigade.  Fourth  Corps. 
Wessells'  brigade,  Fourth  Corps. 
Foster's  brigade,  Seventh  Corps. 
Spinola's  brigade.  Seventh  Corps. 

1st  New  York  Moanted  Rifles. 
11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

7th  Massaohnsetts  Battery. 

4th  U.  8.  ArtiUeiy,  Batteries  D  and  L. 
99UiNew  York,  CompaDy    I    (detMh- 
ment). 


TorkUmm  and  vtoteily. 

Mi^.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Kktxs. 

Naglee's  bri«bde,  Fourth  Corps.* 

Reserve  Artulery,  Fourth  Corps. 

6th  New  York  Cavalry  (battalion). 

5th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry. 

IstNew  York  Artillery,  Batteries  F  andH. 


JUtraoi  from  Return  of  ike  Department  of  Nortk  Carolinaf  Maj,  Oen,  Jokn  G.  Foeter  earn- 

manding,for  November  30, 1882. 


Ckannuyid. 


PreMot  fnr 
daty. 


i 


&9 


Fint  Brigade  (Col.  T.  J.  C.  Amory) . . . 
Second  Brigade  (Col.  T.  O.  Stevenaon) 
Third  Brigade  (Col.  Horace  C.  Lee)... 
ITnaaalgned 

ToUl 


187 
113 

148 
101 


8,450 
8.088 
8,406 
8,486 


4.417 
8,808 
4,141 
3.209 


480 


12,373 


16, 


4,781 
4,181 
4,886 

4,110 


17. 


Organization  of  troops  in  the  Department  of  North  Carolinaj  Maj.  Gen. 
John  O,  Foster  J  U.  8.  Army^  commanding  j  November  30, 1862. 


Fint  Brigade, 
Col.  T.  J.  C.  Amory. 

17th  ICassachnsetts,  Lieut  Col.  J.  F.  Fel- 
lows. 

23d   Massachusetts,  M%j.  J.  O.  Chambers. 

43d  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  L.  Hol- 
brook. 

45th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Charles  B.  Cod- 
man. 

51st  Massachusetts,  Col.  A.  B.  R.  Spragne. 


Second  Brigade, 

CoL  T.  Q.  Stevenson. 

10th  Connecticut,  Mai.  Robert  Leggett. 
8th  Massachusetts  Militia,   Col.   F.  J. 

Coffin. 
24th  Massachusetts,  Lieut.  CoL  F.  A.  Oa- 

bom. 
44th  Massachusetts   Militia,  CoL  F.  L. 
jLjce. 
5th  Rhode  Island,  Mi^.  George  W.  Tsw. 


Composition  of  brigades  not  indicated  on  original  return. 


) 
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Ool.  HOBACX  C.  IiBB. 

Si  Mmaehmctto,  Col.  8.  P.  Riohmoiid. 

6th  MfMMflhoaetto,  Col.  G.  H.  Peinon. 

9Htk  Mawehnaetto,  Ueot.  Col.  Lake  Ly- 


40ih  XaHMhiiMtta,  Col.  Goran  Bowler. 
9ih  Vow  Joney,  Col.  C.  A.  Aekmaii. 


SMh  XaMMliiiMtto,  Mid-  Joo^ftl^  Piekett 

dd  Now  York  Cavalzy,  Col.  8.  H.  Mil. 

3d  Now  York  Artillery,  Col.  J.  H.LediioL 

S3d  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Ransom 

84tli  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  J.  £.  Lee. 

1st  Bhodo  Island  Artillery,  Battezy  F 

Capt.  James  Bolger. 
1st  U.  &  Artillery,  Bftttery  C,  Lioat.  C 
Hooka 


FOBffBaas  MoNBQBy  YA^y  D0e$mb$r  1, 1M2. 

Oommamd^r-ii^Okirf  U.  &  Army,  WofMiploii,  D.  0. ; 

OXNXBAL :  I  have  Jast  arrived  here  to  oonfer  with  General  Dix  in  re- 
gMd  to  oo-operatiiig  in  ofTenBiye  moTements  against  the  enemy.  I  shal 
ratnrn  early  to-morrow  morning  nnlees  yon  wish  me  to  remain  longer  to 
give  me  some  specdal  orders. 

J.  O.  FOSTBB, 


War  Dbpabtment, 
WofMii^tofi,  Deoember  1, 1862. 
Hat,  Gen.  J.  G.  Fobtbb, 

Fort  ManroSf  Va. : 

I  have  no  (^leoial  instmctftons  to  give.    Possibly  the  Seoretaiy  of  War 
Mij  hav6  to*moffiow» 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 


ToBKTOWNy  DeeenU>er  1, 1862. 
X^lfor-Generai  Peck,  Suffofk: 

I  ezpeot  an  officer  from  General  Foster  to-night.    If  not  too  late  yoo 
had  better  defer  any  strong  demonstration  till  he  arrives. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majar-OeneroL 


Suffolk,  December  2, 1862. 
Ifqfor-General  Dix,  Fort  Mamroe : 

The  interview  with  Gtoneral  Foster  to-day  was  all  that  could  be  de- 
sired. He  is  an  old  friend,  and  we  canvassed  matters  fully.  Have 
memoranda  which  will  govern  moves  for  some  days.  I  proposed  to 
demonstrate  strongly  on  a  given  day,  which  he  did  not  expect,  and 
which  pleased  him  very  much. 

1  very  much  desire  that  the  new  troops  should  arrive  before  Wes 
selW  brigade  moves. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

MqioT'Oeierai. 
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FObt  Mohbob,  Deemnb&r  Sj  1992. 
H^jor-General  Pbox,  SftgoUt : 

With  Jomdan's  regimeiit  yoa  wiU  have  five  new  ones  and  over  3.000 
additional  troops.  The  Pennefylvania  regiments  are  of  the  veiy  oest 
matttial.  Has  Colonel  Spear  returned  t  Did  he  oommand  the  ezpe- 
ditiont  How  many  men  had  he  t  How  many  prisoners  have  yon  taken  f* 
When  was  the  rooket  battery  taken  from  our  army  t  Give  me  details 
at  once:  I  wish  to  write  General  Halleok. 

JOHN  A.  DIX^ 


FoBT  MoHBOBy  Deemkher  4^  1MI2. 
ll%|or-General  Pbox,  Suffolk: 

The  new  regiments  are  designed  to  be  a  part  of  your  oommand.  Make 
requisitions  for  all  they  need.  They  did  not  land  here,  and  I  supposed 
them  fhUy  supplied.  The  shoes,  &c.,  wanted  by  General  Wesseils  were 
sent  ear.y  this  morning  by  steamer  Arago.  Make  requisitions  for  better 
tents.  I  have  been  promised  arms  from  WashingtoUf  but  cannot  get 
them. 


JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Uqfor-OmeroL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Nobth  Cabolina, 

New  Bemej  N.  0.j  Ihomber  4, 1803. 
M%j.  Gen.  S.  G.  FaBNOH, 

OamAg.  Departmrnt  ofNortk  OaroUna^  Peterdmrgj  Va. : 

Gbbbbal  :  Your  fiAVor  of  NoTcmber  27  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowl- 
edge. I  had  previously  received  from  General  Martin  a  lettei*  on  the 
same  suldeot^  and  as  my  answer  to  him  covers  most  of  the  ground  in 
yours  I  beg  leave  to  inclose  a  copy.  I  beg  to  say  in  relation  to  post- 
script of  your  letter  that  not  a  negro,  to  the  best  of  my  belief,  was 
forcibly  abducted  from  his  owner,  and  indeed  I  only  suffered  those 
to  follow  who  insisted  upon  so  doing.  There  were  fifteen  houses  (says 
General  Martin)  burned  at  Hamilton ;  the  foct  I  deplore.  At  Williams- 
ton  two  were  burned  from  a  defect  in  the  flue  of  the  chimney,  as  shown 
by  investigation,  and  one  small  house  puUed  down  to  prevent  the 
spread  of  tiie  fire.  Members  of  my  staff  were  in  each  house  and  none 
of  ihem  saw  horses  in  the  parlors,  though  in  one  or  two  instances  on 
piazzas :  fomily  carriages  (not  over  three)  may  have  been  taken  to  trans- 
port sick  men,  not  to  destroy  or  abandon.  That  houses  of  peaceful  cit- 
isens  with  the  fiAmilies  in  occupancy  were  entered,  women  and  children 
insulted  and  robbed,  I  do  not  believe,  as  the  provost-marshal  heard 
nothing  of  the  kind  so  gross  as  you  report.  In  respect  to  that  part  of 
your  letter  as  to  the  treatment  of  any  ofiQcers  not  as  prisoners  of  war,  1 
would  say  that  if  after  my  letter  your  Government  proposes  to  act  on 
that  principle  I  beg  that  you  will  have  me  informed  for  the  regulation 
of  my  own  course. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Md^'Oenerdlj  Contmandiii^. 

*  See  p.  36. 
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BiOHMOHB.  YjL,  Detmiber  10,  18^2. 

BespeotiUly  fixrwarded  for  the  iiiibnnation  of  the  War  Departmeiit 

O.  W.  SMITH, 


HXADQUABTBBS  DBPABTMBNT  OF  KOBTH  CABOUNA, 

Sew  Betnej  IT.  0^  Deemkher  4, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  J.  O.  Uabthi, 

Oommamalmffj^e.: 

Obhxbal:  Your  letter  of  Noyember  26,*  inolosing  an  extract  from 
the  Boston  Traveller,  describing  the  alleged  depredations  of  the  army 
onder  my  command  in  their  late  march  np  the  oonntry,  I  have  received. 
In  reply  to  yonr  reqnest  to  know  whether  these  things  were  done  by  my 
order  I  have  to  state  that  draught  animals^  and  in  some  cases  carriages 
to  be  used  as  ambulances,  beeves  and  pigs  to  subsist  my  men  when 
short  of  provisions,  and  forage  to  subsist  cavalry  horses  and  draught 
animals  were  taken  by  my  order.  Every  other  species  of  depredation 
was  not  only  not  done  by  my  orders  but  against  them  and  against  the 
strongest  efforts  to  prevent  them«  On  the  march  we  found  all  the 
towns  almost  entirely  abandoned  by  their  inhabitants,  the  houses  in 
some  cases  cleared  of  their  fhmiture,  in  others  partly,  and  in  some  not 
at  all.  I  quartered  my  troops  in  uie  aliandoned  houses  only.  The 
principal  cause  of  the  depredations  which  I  know  were  committed 
was,  I  think,  that  so  many  houses  contained  apple  brandy,  and  which 
escaped  the  eye  of  the  provost-marshal.  I  trust  sincerely  tiiat  in  the 
ftiture  marches  in  this  State  you  will  be  pleased  to  find  a  marked  im- 
provement in  ail  these  respects,  and  I  earnestly  recommend  that  you 
urge  all  peaceable  dticens  to  remain  on  their  estates,  as  that  course 
will  aid  me  greatly  in  protecting  their  property. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remam,  genual,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTBB, 


QXgXRAl.  OBBBBS,  )  EtDQBB.  DBPT.  OF  NOBTH  OABOLIBA, 

No.  64.  f  New  Bemsj  December  4, 1862. 

A  portion  of  the  Marine  Artillery  having  forfeited  their  right  to  any 
benefits  from  the  investigating  court  now  sitting  on  their  case  by  their 
dlBgraoeful  and  mutinous  conduct  in  refhsing  work,  threatening  to  seise 
an  armed  United  States  boat,  threatening  to  abandon  a  post  of  the 
United  States  left  under  their  care,  and  other  conduct  most  subversive 
to  good  order  and  military  discipline,  it  is  ordered  l^at  liiese  men  be 
distributed  as  follows :  To  Battery  0,  First  United  States  Artillery,  at 
Fort  Macon,  50  men:  to  Third  New  York  Volunteer  Artillery,  to  be 
distributed  by  Colonel  Ledlie,  100  men,  the  balance,  as  may  be  hereafter 
ordered,  to  the  volunteer  regiments  in  this  department  They  wiH  be 
paid,  clothed,  and  fed  accordOng  to  thjb  army  regulations  for  the  corps 
to  wnich  they  are  assigned,  and  it  is  hoped  by  the  commanding  general 
that  the  opportunity  thus  given  them  to  redeem  tiiemselves  by  good 
order  and  honorable  service  under  the  fiiag  of  the  United  Staten  will 

*  Not  found. 
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be  appreciated  by  the  men  and  induce  them  to  endeavor  to  become  pro- 
ftcieDtM>rderly9  and  efficient,  as  they  are  brave  men. 

II.  That  portion  of  the  regiment  which  have  not  supported  this  lebell- 
ions  movement  bat  have  stood  to  their  duty  will  be  retained  under 
their  present  organization,  and  will  be  distributed  to  thedifferentarmed 
transports.  They  will  receive,  in  addition  to  the  pay  of  infantry  sol- 
diers, rations,  and  clothing^  the  following  extra-duty  pay :  To  those  rated 
as  experts  or  mechanics  (including  petty  officers,  en^eers,  and  suck 
other  especially  meritorious  men  as  may  be  so  rated),  40  cents  a  day 
extra;  able  seamen  and  all  first-class  men,  25  cents  per  day  extra.  Those 
men  not  able  to  do  seamen's  duty,  boys,  landsmen,  &c,  will  receive  no 
extra  pay.    Becruiting  for  the  rejnment  will  cease  until  further  orders. 

By  command  of  Mi^or-C^Bneral  Foster: 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
Aiifftml  A^utamt  OmemL 


GlBNlSBAL  OBDBB8,  I  DBOKMBBB  4,  1862. 

Ko.  66.  ( 

General  Orders  No.  63,*  is  hereby  amended  so  as  to  read:  <<  All  the 
artillery  in  the  dlepartment" — consisting  of  the  Third  BegimentNew 
York  volunteer  Artillery ;  Company  0,  First  United  States  Artillery; 
Battery  F,  First  Bhode  Island  Artillery;  Twen^-third  Independent  Bat- 
tery New  York  Volunteer  Artillery;  Twenty-fourth  Independent  Bat- 
tery New  York  Volunteer  Artillery — <<  is  hereby  formed  into  an  artillery 
brigade,  and  will  be  under  command  of  Ool.  James  H.  Ledlie,  Third 
New  York  Volunteer  ArtiUery." 

By  command  of  M%|or-Gkneral  Foster : 

SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN, 
AMfUkmt  A4fuiam^0mmmL 


SmrvQLK,  Va^  LeomiAer  fi,  1868. 
Miy.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbgk, 

If  OoL  D.  A.  Bussell,  of  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  is  appointed  a 
brigadier  I  would  be  glad  to  have  him  in  my  command;  is  highly  re- 
sponsible, and  I  have  but  one  general  graduate  of  West  Point  and  I 
have  loaned  him  to  General  Foster  with  his  brigade,  an  officer  with 
whom  I  co-operate  most  heartUy.  Unless  I  can  have  emerienced  men 
I  would  rather  have  none,  preferring  to  extemporize.  The  affair  near 
Franklin  on  the  2d  was  very  fine.  No  part  of  the  army  has  worked 
harder  than  this,  and  I  have  been  able  to  make  the  authorities  at  Bich- 
mond  believe  that  my  force  was  firom  25,000  to  50,000  men.  Bichmond 
Whig,  of  November  27,  numbers  it  at  33,000. 

JOHN  J.  PBCK, 


WASHniOTOlf,  D.  C,  December  6, 1862. 
M%|or-Oeneral  Dix: 

Who  is  now  in  command  at  Norfolk  t 

BDWIN  M.  STAITTON. 

^ — • --  -r.ii  m.  ■■-  ■-■     ^1         ■■■   ■  I Ji I  ■■      ■  ■■     ■  ■     ■       ■  I  I     jw  ■ _^^^_^_ 

*  Of  December  2.  1808.    TK^  ahn^^  Aim»m  fmm  ♦  hmi:  «nly  §n  JwwiwMWlrhig  ^lui  «iyml. 
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Wab  DxrABTimrr, 

Watk4mgiat^  Deeember  e,  1862. 

Mn^r-Qeneral  Dix,  Fort  Manroej  Vd.: 

The  A^jatant-Oeneral  informs  me  that  Jonrdan  has  been  restored. 
YoQ  speak  of  sending  a  brigade  of  year  troops  to  Oeneral  Foster;  by 
whose  anthorlty  is  this  donef  General  Foster  asked  for  more  troops, 
but  they  were  refhsed  by  the  War  Department.  All  available  troops 
will  immediately  be  wanted  in  yonr  department. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

OmieraHm-Ohitf. 


FoBT  MoiiBOB,  YjLi  December  0,  IH3. 

Mti»  Gen.  H.  W.  HiujKnc. 

Oeiieral  im  Oktef: 

When  in  Washington,  on  October  30,  you  desired  me  to  oommnni- 
oate  with  Oeneral  Foster  and  to  oo-operate  with  him  in  harassing  the 
enemy.  I  wrote  to  him,  bnt  he  being  absent  did  not  reoeive  my  letter 
fat  some  time  and  his  answer  did  not  reach  me  tiU  November  27.  I 
advised  yon  of  these  drenmstances  by  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  and 
that  I  had  sent  an  officer  to  him.  He  came  here  immediately,  and  on 
conferring  with  him  I  agreed  to  let  him  have  a  brigade  for  ten  days  to 
attack  G^oldsborongh  and  cnt  the  railroad  at  that  place.  I  directed! 
General  Peck  to  meet  him  at  Norfolk  and  arrange  the  time.  The  bri 
nde  under  Oeneral  Wessells  left  Suffolk  yesterday  to  march  to  Ghates' 
Femr,  near  Oatesville.  where  transports  wiU  be  ready  to  receive  it.  I 
shalf  regret  greatly  if  in  this  I  have  mistaken  yonr  wishes  or  exceeded 
my  anthority.  It  is  not  too  late  to  recall  Gieneral  Wessells,  if  it  be 
tfaoQ^t  best  and  if  I  receive  your  order  at  once.  I  did  not  knowOen- 
snl  Foster  had  been  reftiaed  troops  by  the  Secretary  of  War. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor-OeierdL 

Wab  Dhpabtmsnt, 
WaeMmffUmj  December  7, 1862. 

H^.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fort  Mcmrocj  Va.: 

The  temporary  detachment  of  the  brigade  to  assist  Oeneral  Foster  is 
mnovecL  Have  aU  your  otiiier  troops  ready  to  move  by  the  time  the 
bngade  returns  or  before.    The  transportation  will  be  mainly  by  water. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK,   . 


HbQBB.  Dbpt.  of  Viboinia^  Shviuitu  Abhy  Oobpb, 

Fort  momroe^  Fik,  DecenU>er  7, 1862. 
Uai.  Oen.  H.  W.  HAiiUBOK. 

Obrbbal  :  The  officer  who  returned  with  the  flag-of-tmce  boat  firom 
Oity  Point  last  evening  reports  great  activity  on  the  p^rt  of  the  enemy 
in  flie  whole  district  of  country  lyinff  between  Petersburg  and  Bich- 
noiid.  This  accords  with  other  advices.  Numerous  works  are  in 
process  of  ooDStmctfam  between  liiese  points.    He  lay  two  days  at  Oitj 
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Point  awaltiiig  the  movementB  of  Mr.  Oold,  tiie  oommiaakmer  for  Une 
exchange  of  prisoners,  and  dlstinotly  heard  tiie  tnkins  moving  on  Uie 
railroad  both  by  night  and  day.  It  may  be  that  the  enemy  are  concen- 
trating troops  at  Petersbnrg  in  anticipmon  of  a  landing  on  onr  put  on 
the  sonth  side  of  James  Biver.  I  feet  a  food  deal  of  confidence  that  I 
shall  in  case  of  an  offensive  movement  in  the  direction  of  Norfolk  i 
ceive  timely  advices  unless  my  agent  is  detected  and  arrested. 
I  am,  very  respeotftdly,  yoor  obedient  servant. 

jomr  A.  DIX, 


BUVFOLK,  Decmber  7, 1862. 
General  Dix: 

Wessells  arrived  at  noon  on  the  6th ;  reports  no  transports  there;  a 
barren  waste,  stripped  of  almost  everything ;  no  cattle  there.  He  will 
get  along  without  difficulty  through  the  7th.  F.  [Flusser  f  ]  will  be  there 
to-day  unless  some  terrible  storm  sweeps  the  coast 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfor'OmimrmL 


BxTFPOiiK,  l>ecmber  7, 1868. 
M^jor-General  Dix: 

Oolonel  Speai's  estimate  was  between  7,000  and  8,000  at  and  in  tiie 
vicinity  of  Franklin,  along  the  river.  To-day  an  old  contraband  came 
in  fix>m  a  plantation  just  this  side  of  Franklin  to  get  his  liberty.  He 
says  two  regiments  have  arrived  by  the  engine  from  Weldon  and  some 
artillery  recentb';  also  that  the  Nottoway  bridge  is  complete. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

FOBT  MoNBoa,  Ta«, 
I>ee$mber  8, 1862—1  p.  m. 
Ebm.  B.  M.  Stanton. 

Secretary  of  Wairi 

Your  inquiry  in  regard  to  the  commander  at  Norfolk  induces  me  to 
inform  you  ti^at  I  have  ordered  an  election  of  a  member  of  Gongress  in 
that  district  and  have  charged  General  Yiele  with  some  of  the  neces- 
sary arrangements.    I  will  write  by  mail  to-morrow.* 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MajjOT'Qm&reiL 


FOBT  MoNBOB,  December  8, 1862. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

I  have  but  one  old  I'Cgiment  here,  and  that  is  the  only  force  in  the 
fort.  Ton  must  do  your  best  with  the  troops  you  have.  Have  all  your 
forces  ready  to  move  on  short  notice.  Have  a  thorough  inspection  of 
arms,  dothing,  and  equipage.  Have  also  an  abundant  supply  of  am- 
munition.   liSke  requisitions  for  all  deficiencies  as  soon  as  possible. 

JOHN  A.  DIX^ 

Mqfar'OtneraL 

*  OnrMMyimdwuM  in  nlatUn  to  that  eleetion  wiU  ftppeur  in  Saiiw  UL 
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Heitbd  States  Stbambb  CAMBBmaB, 

Bea^f9rty  JST.  0.j  Deoember  8, 1802. 
M%j.  Qen.  J.  6.  Fosteb, 

Oamdg*  U.  8.  Armg  Fareett  Dept  of  North  OaroUna : 

Gbnbb AL :  I  glean  the  following  infonnation  fix>m  the  masi  era  of  the 
lately  seized  schooners  Brilliant  and  J.  0.  Boker,  to  wit:  There  is  at 
Nassau  intending  to  run  the  blockade  a  small  screw  steamer,  the  Lizzie, 
belonging  to  Wilmington.  Said  steamer  woold  be  ready  abont  the  last 
of  November  or  soon  after. 

Fort  Fisher,  at  New  Inlet,  is  considered  the  stronffer  fort  compared 
wtth  OaswelL  There  are  fort^  gnns  monnted.  indoding  one  8-inch 
Oolnmbiad  (rifled)  and  two  Whitworth  gans.  The  f6rt  is  bnilt  of  cab- 
bage-wood, flUed  in  with  sand  14  feet  l£ick.  At  Brunswick,  np  Gape 
Fear  Biver,  there  is  a  strong  work,  and  some  5  miles  below  Wilmington 
lliere  is  a  stronger  fortilication  in  process  of  bnilding. 

The  channels  are  all  obstructed,  witii  only  a  narrow  passage,  which 
is  reported  easily  stopped  when  necessity  requires,  being  defended  by 
batteries  on  either  side. 

The  iron-clads  are  to  be  perfected  whenever  iron  is  landed,  intended 
mainly  for  river  defense. 

In  my  opinion  the  present  moment  is  the  best  time  to  attack  Wil- 
mington and  the  adjacent  forts.  The  longer  the  enterprise  is  delayed 
the  mote  difficult  it  will  prove  to  be,  as  a  larffe  number  of  men  are  kept 
at  work  strengthening  the  fortifications.  I  believe  tiie  troops  should 
be  landed  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Caswell,  although  Masonborough 
Inlet  should  be  examined  in  this  oonnectioD,  but  a  military  reconnais- 
sance wUl  determine  the  relative  advantages  of  the  two  places. 

At  the  last  accounts  there  were  about  4.000  troops  in  the  vicinity  of 
Wilmington.    The  yellow  fever  has  entirely  disappeared. 

Salt  is  selling  at  $150  (Confederate  money)  per  sack,  or  about  $60  i>er 
bnshd,  and  everything  else  in  proportion,  which  is  a  proof  that  the 
blockade  has  been  eflfectnal.  Gold  is  exchanged  at  the  rate  of  $2.25 
Confederate  scrip  for  $1  in  sold. 

Let  me  rweat  that  the  golden  moment  for  action  has  arrived. 

About  700  persons  died  from  yellow  fever  in  October  and  November 
out  ^  a  population  of  about  2,500. 

The  impression  is  that  if  Fort  Caswell  is  taken  Fort  Fisher  will  be 
abandoned. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  A.  PABKEB, 

Oomnumder. 


GSHXRAIi  Obdbiul  )  [Dbobmbbb  9, 1862.  t1 

No.  76.  f 

Beuig  about  to  move  once  more  the  general  commanding  must  again 
call  attention  to  the  conduct  of  the  troops  in  pillaging,  straying  from 
the  ranks,  &c.,  and  further  orders  that  no  one  leave  the  ranks;  tiiat  all 
foraging,  unless  by  special  order  [from]  division  headquarters,  and  pil- 
laging u  strictly  prohibited ;  and  brigade,  regimental,  and  company 
commanders  will  see  that  the  orders  are  carried  out,  and  that  no  scenes 
of  disgrace  like  those  of  Hamilton  be  permitted. 

Mi^or  Frankle  is  provost-marshal  for  the  march. 

By  command  of  M%jor-Oeneral  Foster : 

BOUTHABD  HOFFMAN, 
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HiMiBS.  Dbft.  of  YmoniiAy  BBvmrH  Abmt  Oobh, 

Fini  Mamroej  F«.,  Beomnber  10|  IMS. 
Brig.  Oen.  M.  G.  MKoa, 

Quartemuuter-thiieralj  XT.  8.  A. : 

General:  The  gunboat  was  laonohed  to-day  at  Norfolk  and  waa 
named  Gtonoral  Jesap,  after  one  of  your  predeoeasors.  Captain  Lad- 
low  thinkB  be  can  complete  her  in  forty  days.  I  will  see  that  she  la 
properly  armed  and  manned.  She  is  a  beaatiliily  and  I  trust  will  be  a 
oseml,  vessel. 

The  amount  (aboat  $6,000)  expended  on  her  before  she  came  into 
oar  hands  was  eontribated  by  tiie  ladies  of  KorlUk  onder  the  ri§lmt 
of  the  InsorgentB. 

I  am.  very  leepeotfiilly,  yoor  obedient  servanti 

jomr  A.  DIX, 

Suffolk,  December  10, 180SL 
M%ior-General  Dm: 

I  am  sorry  that  a  move  is  expected  so  soon.  Unless  I  have  some 
rest  I  fear  I  shall  break  down  altogether  and  be  of  no  use.  Foeterwill 
be  at  the  place  designated  on  the  20th.  He  said  he  expected  to  ke^ 
Wessells  for  a  move  to  Wilmington.  If  so  he  will  be  gone  till  Janaary. 
Troops  are  being  inspected,  requisitions  made,  and  eveiythhig  supplied. 
The  instruction  is  crowded  as  rapidly  as  possible.  Fenry  knows  all  my 
views  and  plans  and  what  kind  of  transportation  will  be  needed  on 
moving  fix>m  here. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Jfif^Ojiisriat 


Fort  MoNR<n,  DtcmAer  10, 1888. 
M%jor-General  Pbck: 

What  can  I  do  if  you  go  away  f  You  are  entitled  to  go.  and  per- 
mission would  be  granted  u  you  ask  it.  General  Halleck  aavises  me 
that  my  command  must  be  ready  to  move  llie  moment  Wessells  re- 
turns, perhaps  before,  say  by  the  20th.  I  send  you  twenty  iron  wagons. 
They  are  not  the  improved  pattern.  They  are  intended  to  float  and 
hold  up  their  running  ges^.  When  detached  from  the  carriages  they 
are  pontoons.    Try  tibem  in  the  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIXf 

Meior-QmrnmL 


HBADQUARTBB8  DHFARTXENT  OF  NORTH  OAROLINAy 

New  Semej  IT.  (7.,  DeeenU>er  10, 1802. 
M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Ocmmander-in-Chirf  U.  8.  Arm^^  Washimgiat^  D.  0. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  am  about  to  take  the 
field  again  against  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  Ooldsborough. 

The  information  that  I  have  received  is  to  the  effect  that  the  enemy's 
Government  is  turning  its  attention  to  the  importance  of  guarding  tiie 
lines  of  communication  to  the  south,  and,  if  possible,  of  recovering  some 
portion  of  the  eastern  portion  of  this  State,  the  rich  prodiusts  of  whiidi 
would  at  tftds  time  be  very  valuable  as  sappUes  to  taair  nommiisarlai 
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Two  brigades  have  already  arrived  to  le-enforoe  the  troops  already 
in  the  State  for  this  purpose.  I  think  by  timely  action  I  may  disap- 
point their  expectation,  and  shall  therefore  move  onEinston  to-morrow 
morning  at  daybreak.  I  hope  to  defeat  two  brigades  that  are  known  to 
be  there  before  assistance  can  arrive  from  Wilmington  or  Weldon  or 
Tarborongh.  Succeeding  in  this,  1  shall  push  on  to  Ooldsborough,  de- 
stroy its  railroad  bridge,  and  another  bridge  across  a  swamp  10  iniles 
south  of  Ooldsborongn,  and  then  return  to  New  Berne  to  prepare  for 
ftn  immediate  attack  on  Wilmington. 

I  sincerely  trust  that  the  re-enforcements  asked  for  in  my  letter  of 
the  18th  November,  together  with  the  officers  of  experience  required  to 
command  brigades,  may  be  sent  me  as  soon  as  the  exigencies  of  the 
service  will  permit 

My  present  force  of  infantry,  consisting  of  9,000  men  capable  of 
marching  and  fighting,  6,000  of  whom  are  new — nine  mouths^  men— is 
too  weak  to  give  a  good  support  to  my  forty  pieces  of  artillery  and  to 
afford  a  feur  chance  of  success  against  the  older  troops  of  the  enemy  in 
front  of  us.  I  have  therefore  found  it  necessary  to  borrow  frt>m  Greneral 
Dix  the  services  for  a  time  of  General  Wessells'  brigade,  consisting  of 
six  regiments  (2,200  men).  These  regiments  were  kmdly  promised  me 
at  the  time  I  telegraphed  to  you  from  Old  Point  Gomfort,  and  met  me 
according  to  appointment  on  the  night  of  the  6th  instant  on  the  Chowan 
Biver,  where  I  received  them  on  board  my  transports  and  brought  them 
to  thia  place,  arriving  yesterday. 

Oencoul  Peck  has  agreed  to  make  a  simultaneous  attack  on  the 
BladLwater,  from  Suffo&,  in  which  our  gunboats  are  to  cooperate. 

Bven  if  I  do  not  succeed  in  my  expectations  I  hope  my  movement 
may  be  usefhl  as  a  demonstration  in  favor  of  the  Army  of  tiie  Potomac. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obement  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ya^  Ikcmbet  11, 1B62. 

Mi^-Oeneral  Peck  is  in  great  danger  of  breaking  down  unless  he 
can  have  rest  Ibr  twenty  days.  None  can  feel  Ids  loss  at  this  time  half 
so  mnch  as  myself,  for  he  has  been  all  that  I  could  ask  in  putting 
SuffoU:  in  a  state  of  defense  and  in  preparing  the  troops  for  the  field. 
But,  feeling  that  it  is  absolutely  necessary  for  him  to  have  a  respite,  I 
respeotftdly  ask  it  for  him,  and  I  telegraph  in  order  that  it  may  com- 
menoe  at  once,  if  approved. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar'OeneraL 

Suffolk,  December  12, 1M2. 
lb(}or-GeD6ral  Dn: 

Will  end  it  here;  will  remain.  We  are  very  thin  in  numbers  here. 
Ferry  left  at  noon  yesterday  for  Zuni,  &c.  Was  to  have  been  across  at 
daylight  Writes  the  roads  are  in  horrible  condition.  Was  five  hours 
moving  4  miles  near  Windsor.    It  is  almost  impossible  to  move  in  this 

eoontiy  for  the  swamps  and roads. 

Any  particulars  from  Fredericksburgt  Captain  Flusser  writes  that 
the  eiemy  burned  about  two- thirds  of  PlymouUi. 

JOHN  J.  PEOE, 

M^ffar-OeieroL 
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FOBT  MONBOE,  Ya*,  Deemb&T  12,  1808. 

M^jor-General  Haixeok: 

M%ior-GtoDeral  Peek  telegraphs  that  his  expedition  to  Znni  fonnd  the 
roads  very  bad.  Oar  troops  have  not  snooeeded  in  crossing.  The 
enemy  has  been  strongly  re-enforced.  Sharp  firing  has  been  going  on 
all  day  across  the  river.  General  Peck  says  the  demonstration  is  hav- 
ing the  effect  of  drawing  troops  to  this  quarter,  so  that  on  the  whole 
line  we  shidl  greatly  benefit  General  Foster.  I  have  a  dispatch  from 
General  Foster  this  morning  informing  me  that  he  should  leave  New 
Berne  at  daybreak  yesterday.  Wessdls  was  with  him.  He  says  the 
enemy  in  his  front  has  been  strengthened,  and  he  expects  a  hard  fight 
The  Pennsylvania  regiments  are  arriving  with  wretched  arms. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Suffolk,  Deemkber  12, 1862. 
M%jor-General  Dix: 

We  have  captured  a  rebel  captain  and  12  men;  wounded  and  killed 
a  good  many  of  the  enemy.  The  cars  are  running  actively  on  the 
PeiBTsburg  road. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


FoBT  MoBBOB,  DtcmAer  12, 1802. 
H^jor-Oeneral  Pbck: 

I  have  twenty  days^  leave  for  yon.    Please  come  to  me  as  soon  as  yoa 
can  safely  in  reference  to  movements  on  the  Blaokwater. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FoBT  MoNBOBy  DmmAmr  12, 1882. 
Bf i^orGeneral  Peck,  Ai/bft ; 

Nothing  new  fh>m  Fredericksburg.    Bnmside  is  in  possession. 
Have  you  received  my  dispatch  notifying  yon  of  your  leave  of  absence  f 
You  say  the  cars  are  running  activdy  on  the  Petersburg  road.    You 

mean  the  enemy,  of  course.    Oannot  we  use  the  road  from  BuA>lk  down 

to  the  river  at  Windsor  f 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


SUFFOIX,  I>000flift0r  12, 1882. 
M^jor-Qeiieral  DiX: 

If  aU  is  fiivorable  through  the  night  from  the  Blackwater  I  will  run 
down  in  the  morning  and  see  yon,  as  per  your  telegram  of  this  date. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M^joT'OeimmL 
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SUVFOLK,  Deo&mbet  12, 18112. 
M^jor-General  Dix: 

Your  tetogram  in  reroeot  to  leave  is  reoeiyed.  Too  reqaeeted  me  to 
oome  down  as  soon  as  1  oonld  safely,  which  I  eonstroed  as  business  lel- 
atiye  to  which  yon  desired  to  see  me  before  I  availed  myself  of  the 
leave.    Is  this  right,  or  did  yon  wish  me  to  stop  as  I  passed  North  f 

We  have  drawn  a  large  force  to  the  river  since  the  arrangement  with 
General  Foster.  If  all  is  qniet  I  will  visit  yon  and  retnm  here  to-mor- 
row. We  cannot  use  the  road  much  beyond  Windsor.  I  meant  the 
enemy's  cars. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 


FoBT  MoKBOS,  Deeeimher  12, 1862. 
Mi^or-General  Pbok,  8ufolk  : 

1  did  not  wish  yon  to  come  here  till  yon  are  on  your  way  home.  It 
would  be  a  loss  of  time  to  come  and  go  teck  to  Suffolk.  But  I  am  anx- 
ious that  you  should  take  your  leave  as  soon  as  you  safely  can.  How 
long  do  yon  propose  to  let  Ferry  remain  at  the  river  t  Where  were  the 
captain  and  wounded  men  captured  f  Foster  left  New  Berne  yesterday 
morning.  The  enemy  have  retired  behind  their  breastworks  at  Fred- 
ericksburg. Bumside's  main  force  is  over  and  a  fight  is  expected  to- 
morrow. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


War  Dbpabthkit, 
WatMiiglan^  Dee&mber  13, 1862. 

H^or-Gtaneral  Dix,  Fort  Momiroe^  Va. : 

A  severe  battle  all  day  near  Fvederioksbnrg.  A  part  of  the  enemiy^ 
line  eairied.  Oan  yon  not  make  a  diversion  l^  a  demonBtnition  oo 
BJehmoiMif    If  so»  no  time  should  be  lost 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  DtcmAtr  13, 1862. 
M^ior-Oeneral  Hallbok: 

In  view  of  General  Bumside's  movements,  an  well  as  Oeneral  Foster's, 
I  am  doing  1^  my  means  will  allow  to  make  a  diversion.  On  Tuesday 
I  went  to  Gloucester  and  reviewed  the  troops.  Having  been  at  Tork- 
town  last  week  I  arranged  with  General  Naglee  to  make  a  demonstra- 
tion in  Gloucester  Oounty  as  far  as  the  court-house,  and  &rther  on  if 
he  found  it  safe  to  do  so.  I  have  this  moment  received  the  following 
dispatch  from  him,  dated  in  King  and  Queen  County : 


I  have  Just  aoatteied  the  King  And  Qneen  Coonty  cavaliy  And  bnmed  their  bsr 
neks  And  cemp.  Have  taken  a  large  herd  of  hogs  and  sheep  intended  for  the  xehel 
oonuniasaTiat.    Shall  he  to-morrow  at  Salada,  near  Urbana. 

My  only  fear  is  that  he  is  going  too  far,  as  the  insurgents  use  thehr 
ndlitmd  from  Bichmond  to  the  White  House.  He  has  four  renments 
of  in&ntry,  a  battery,  and  three  squadrons  of  cavalry.  M%forGenera1 
Peek  has  Just  left  here,  and  will  see  you  to-morrow  morning.    The  en* 
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tsmy  has  alarger  Ibroe  on  the  Blackwaterthan  we  haTe  at  Buffolk.  The 
Pennsylvania  troops  are  perfectly  raw,  and  have  arms  that  are  unfit  Ibr 
use.  It  would  not  do  to  put  them  in  the  field  at  present.  General  Pec^ 
will  explain  more  fully.  I  will  do  all  £  can  to  keep  the  enemy  occupied 
in  this  quarter.  With  the  exception  of  the  Pennsylvania  Militia,  mw 
force  fit  for  duty  is  only  about  19,000,  in  the  absence  of  Wessells'  bri- 
gade, and  I  have  a  line  of  70  miles  in  extent  to  protect. 

JOHN  A.  DEK, 

Hdqrs.  Dspt.  of  VntaiNiA,  Sbtxnth  Army  Oorpb, 

Fort  Mfmroe^  Fik,  Deoember  13, 1802. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

Sir  :  Complaints  have  been  made  by  those  who  take  a  strong  interest 
in  the  condition  of  fugitives  fixim  service  here,  usually  denominated 
<' contrabands,"  that  their  labor  since  they  have  been  employed  by  the 
United  States  has  not  been  fully  paid  for.  There  are  other  grounds  of 
complaint  also,  and  with  a  view  to  remove  them  I  desire  to  make  the 
following  suggestions,  viz: 

1st.  l£e  lator  of  these  persons  was  not  paid  for  untQ  November  1, 
L861,  at  which  time  a  system  of  compensation  was  adopted  under  M%}or- 
General  WooL  Before  that  time  a  large  number  of  them  bad  been  em- 
ployed and  supplied  with  food  and  clothing.  If  the  payment  of  wages 
was  right  after  November  1  it  would  have  been  equally  right  before 
khat  time.  The  only  difOiculty  is  in  ascertaining  the  exact  amount  of 
labor  performed.  Up  to  July  4, 1861,  an  accurate  account  was  kepL  and 
%t  the  rate  of  $10  per  month  per  man  they  were  then  entitled  to  #970. 
From  July  4  to  November  1, 1861,  no  rolls  were  kept,  and  the  amount 
iKf  labor  performed  during  the  interval  is  uncertain.  There  are,  how- 
ever, some  data  for  an  estimate.  The  numbers  employed  July  4  and 
(November  1  are  known,  and  by  assuming  a  mean  numbor  a  proxima- 
tton  to  the  truth  may  be  reached.  I  do  not  put  this  mean  higher  than 
SOO.  At  the  above  rate  of  compensation  they  would  have  earned  92,000 
per  month  for  the  respective  months  of  July,  August,  September,  and 
October— deducting  four  days  from  the  first-named  month— and  amount- 
bg  in  the  aggregate  to  $7,741.95. 

While  Captain  Tallmadge,  quartermaster  (recently  deceased),  was 
Dbarged  with  the  employment  and  compensation  of  these  persons  some 
arrearages  accumulated,  which,  for  reasons  that  need  not  be  mentioned, 
remain  unpaid.  On  the  Ist  of  March,  1862,  there  was  due  to  them  the 
Bum  of  $1,171.75.  Their  earnings  during  the  month  of  March  amount 
to  the  sum  of  $2,450.  Both  these  sums  should  be  paid.  Many  of  the 
persons  who  performed  the  labor  on  account  of  which  these  arrears  ao- 
Drued  are  no  longer  here  and  many  of  them  will  not  be  found,  it  is 
therefore  respectfully  suggested  that  after  waiting  a  reasonable  time 
(say  six  months)  for  the  claimants  to  present  themselves,  the  balance 
unclaimed  shall  become  a  fund  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  poor 
^ho  are  fhgitives  from  service. 

There  is  admitted  to  be  due  fh>m  the  subsistence  department  $152. 
There  is  also  due  from  the  hospital  department  the  sum  of  $880  for  tiie 
services  of  220  colored  nurses  during  the  months  of  November  and  De- 
cember, 1861,  and  January  and  February,  1862.  In  these  two  cases  there 
wHl  be  the  same  difflcolty  in  ascertaining  the  persons  to  whom  the  money 
is  due,  and  the  same  disposition  is  recommended.  The  payment  of  these 
amounts  requiring  the  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  as  do  also  the 
three  bills  forwarded  with  an  explanatory  letter  by  tiie  commandkig 
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general  of  this  department  October  9, 1862,  said  three  bills  amonnting 
in  the  aggregate  to  $1,479.34, 1  respectfally  ask  for  such  an  order. 

There  are  arrears  now  due  for  several  months,  which,  like  those  that 
have  accmed  in  the  military  service,  are  unpaid;  but  they  are  within 
the  anthori^  of  the  quartermaster  and  will  be  paid  when  he  is  in  ftuids 
without  any  fhrther  order.  The  amount  of  these  arrears,  December  1, 
is  about  $16,590.91,  making,  with  the  sums  before  mentioned,  an  aggre- 
gate of  $31,435.95  now  due  for  contraband  labor. 

2d.  In  order  to  remove  the  contraband  women  and  children  from  con- 
tact with  the  camps — a  contact  iigurious  to  both — they -have  been  trans- 
ferred to  Craney  Island,  where  quarters  are  in  preparation  for  them,  and 
where  they  will  be  required  to  fhmish  such  labor  as  they  are  able  to 
perform  in  picking  os^um,  fishing,  &c.  It  is  respectfully  asked  that 
the  needful  authority  be  given  to  supply  rooms  for  schools  and  places 
of  worship  at  moderate  expense  for  them.  The  Government  having 
adopted  the  policy  of  receiving  these  fugitives,  and,  by  implication, 
promised  them  protection  and  security,  it  is  respectfully  submitted  that 
some  provision  should  be  made  for  their  intellectual  and  religious  as 
well  as  for  their  physical  wants. 

I  am,  very  respectfuUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Hbadquabtebs  Department  of  Nobth  Carolina, 

Petersburgy  Va.y  December  13, 1862. 
Maj.  Oen.  J.  O.  Foster, 

Oommanding  U.  B.  FareeSy  New  Bemey  N»  0. : 

Oeneral  :  Tour  letter  of  the  4th  instant,  inclosing  a  copy  of  one  ad- 
dressed by  you  to  Oeneral  J.  O.  Martin,  has  been  received. 

War,  even  when  conducted  by  the  acknowledged  rules  of  Ohristian 
nations,  inflicts  so  many  evils  on  society  tiiat  they  should  not  be  in- 
creased by  the  lawless  acts  of  soldiers. 

It  affords  me  much  gratification  to  learn  that  the  acts  of  depredation 
referred  to  in  my  letter  <<  were  not  only  not  done  by  your  orders  but 
against  them  and  against  your  strongest  efforts  to  prevent  them,"  and 
it  is  to  be  hoped  no  fhture  cause  for  complaints  wiU  be  given  by  your 
forces. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  G.  FBBNOH, 
Majar-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

Washinqton,  December  14, 1862. 
M%j.  Oen.  J.  O.  Foster, 

Ocmmandingj  dtCy  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

Oeneral:  Your  letter  of  the  10th  is  just  received.  At  the  present 
time  it  is  not  possible  to  send  you  any  of  the  re-enforcements  asked.  If 
you  should  be  unable  to  make  any  considerable  advances  into  the  in- 
terior it  is  hoped,  nevertheless,  that  you  will  i^eep  employed  a  large 
force  of  the  enemy  by  your  demonsti-ations.  Later  in  the  season  we 
shall  probably  be  able  to  give  yon  additional  troops.  That,  however, 
must  depend  upon  the  condition  of  affairs  elsewhere. 
Veiy  respectfully, 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

Oenerdtin-Chitf. 
31  B  R-*yoL  xvm 
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FoBT  MOBBOX,  YjL,  Dee&mber  14,  1M8. 

P.  H.  Watson,  AmUUmt  BecreUary  of  War: 

The  arms  broaght  here  by  the  Pennsylvania  drafted  militia  are  for 
the  most  part  the  altered  flint-lock  mnsket,  calib^  .69.  They  were 
reported  to  me  unfit  ibr  service.  lieatenant  Baylor  will  inspect  those 
at  Newport  News  to-day  and  at  Bnffolk  to-morrow,  and  a  special  rei)ort 
wHl  be  made.  I  do  not  desire  any  flEuicy  arms,  or  even  rifled  mnskets. 
Safe  and  serviceable  rifled  Springfield  smooth-bores,  caliber  .09,  are  per- 
fectly satisfiiotory. 

JOHN  A.  DEK, 

M^ljor-QmeraL 

Wabhinoton,  Ikomher  14^  1MB. 
M%f.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix: 

Have  fblly  talked  over  witii  General  Halleck  afflEurs,  as  yon  desired. 
He  says  he  wants  as  to  ocoapy  the  enemy  on  the  Blackwater  and  keep 
as  many  of  them  there  as  possible.  He  thinks  we  have  done  all  we 
could  with  tiie  means  there.  Attacks  and  demonstrations  so  as  to  keep 
the  enemy  busy  and  almned.  GPhe  four  regiments  you  spoke  of  he 
wishes  me  to  say  are  Ibr  you,  and  to  make  bu(£  disposition  as  you  deem 
best 

If  you  decide  to  give  them  to  me  I  would  suggest  that  tiieir  removal 
to  Bnifolk  will  be  much  to  their  advantage. 

At  Willard's  until  morning. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

YoBKTOWN,  Ya.,  Ikomher  15,  l&SSL 
Colonel  Van  Bubxn: 

I  completed  my  reconnaissance  yesterday. 

Disposed  the  rangers  in  Middlesex.  Destroyed  a  large  tannery  em- 
pk^yed  by  the  rebel  government,  and  returned  with  15  prisoners  at  2 
this  a.  m. 

NAOura. 


BPBOIAI^  OBIIBB8,lHlM)B8.OVnniAB]CT,AMT.OBB.tBQin0B, 

Na  894.  S  WoMi^iiUmj  DeemOm  15,  1882. 

•  •••••• 

lY.  Brig.  Gen.  B.  Busteed,  IJ.  8.  Volunteers,  will  immediately  report 
fior  duly  to  Mifj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix.  IT.  B.  Volunteers,  at  Fort  Monroe,  Va^ 
By  command  of  Mi^or-General  Halleck : 

B.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
AuUtani  AdjuUMt-Otneral, 

Wab  Depabtmbnt, 
Washington^  December  16, 1862. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fori  Monroe^  Va. : 

General  Banks  organized  his  own  command  and  it  was  supposed  he 
had  taken  Corcoran's  brigade.  He  faUed  to  report  what  troops  he  took 
with  him.  As  the  brigade  is  in  your  department  it  will  bo  considered 
under  your  command. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 
GeneraHm-Ohi 
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WABHmoTony  'Dwmbw  IG,  1862. 
M%|ofr-Geiieral  Dn: 

General  Baxnaidtfs  anny  leoroflsed  the  Bappaliaiiiiook  duiiig  the 
night,  and  the  pontoon  bridges  have  been  taken  up.  Raining  hard 
there. 

A.  BTAOBB. 


FOBT  MONBOBy  IlM0Mter  17, 1862. 
General  Fbbbt,  Bujfblk : 

Have  yon  tried  the  iron  wagon-bodies  to  ascertain  if  they^  Will  an- 
swer the  purpose  of  pontoons  f  I  have  ordered  fonr  new  regiments  of 
Pennsylvania  Militia  to  yon. 

JOHET  A.  DJXj 

BUFFOUC,  JDeemtibmr  17, 1882. 
Ib^-General  I>ek: 

Have  tried  the  pontoons.  They  win  not  work.  Will  make  fUl  re- 
port by  messenger  to-morrow. 

O.  8.  FEBBY, 
JBrigadier-OmeroL 

FoBT  Mobbob,  I>eemb0r  18, 1882. 
Brigadier-General  Fbbbt: 

I  sent  for  Oolonel  Spear  to  asoertaln  tiie  tmtiiof  reports  in  regard  to 
rebel  forces  at  Franklin.  I  have  long  desired  to  cross  and  captore  or 
disperse  them.  I  think  it  can  be  done.  If  yon  agree  with  me  send 
Foster  with  3,400  cavaby,  Spear's  regiment,  and  SOO  of  Dodgers  rifles, 
and  Howard's  or  FoUet^s  artillery,  with  a  section  of  Davis^.  As  soon 
as  possible  I  will  make  a  diversion  above  Smithfleld.  Spear  left  at  11 
for  Soffolk.  See  him  as  to  details  of  proposed  movement.  I  did  not 
send  for  yon  became  I  did  not  wish  yon  to  leave  Suffolk.  Let  me  hear 
from  yon. 

JOHET  A.  DIX, 

Muffor-OeieraL 

BuVFOLKf  D€e$mb$r  18,1882. 
imor-General  Dn: 

I  think  the  movement  proposed  by  yon  might  now  snoceed,  and  un- 
less otherwise  directed  by  yon  will  send  out  the  e^^edition  to-morrow. 
Yon  will  get  reports  from  me  this  afternoon  of  the  liwt  scouting  parties. 

O.  S.  FB£tBY, 
Brigadier'OmeniiL 

FoBT  MOBBOB,  JDeemtiber  18, 1882. 
Brigadier-General  Fbbbt: 

Let  your  expedition  go  to-morrow  night.  If  there  is  time  I  will  land 
a  force  in  BurwelPs  Bay,  above  Smith&ldy  to-morrow  night.  Send  me 
the  West  Bnd  at  once.  Let  me  know  to-night  if  you  can  get  ready  to- 
morrow night. 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 
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BtTFFOLK,  Deeember  18, 1882. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Tho  West  End  has  gone  to  Norfolk  for  coal  and  will  arrive  there 
about  this  time  or  a  little  later. 

O.  B.  FEBEY, 
Brigadier-  OenerdL 

BuvFOLX,  Deemkber  18, 1882. 
Major-Oeneral  Dix: 

I  have  this  evening  a  report  from  my  post  at  Providence  Chnrch  that 
the  enemy  are  this  side  the  Blackwater,  near  Isle  of  Wight  Gonrt- 
House,  in  force.  I  am  sending  oat  a  detachment  to  reconnoiter.  I  do 
not  think  it  advisable  to  undertake  the  other  expedition  till  the  detach- 
ment returns  and  rei>ort8  the  fhcts. 

O.  B.  FEEBY, 
Brigadier-Omeral. 

SUFFOUC,  Deombar  18, 1882. 
Miigor-Gtoeral  Dix: 

The  report  about  a  rebel  fbroe  at  Isle  of  Wight  is  not  well  founded. 
I  have  examined  the  parties  from  whom  it  was  derived.  Ck>Ionel  Bpear 
has  not  returned  yet  I  based  my  opinion  of  the  possibility  of  taking 
Franklin  crpon  hiB  former  reports.  I  have  this  evening  talked  wil£ 
Colonel  Foster,  who  was  out  witii  Wessells.  I  think  you  should  see 
him  before  ordering  an  expedition.  I  will  send  him  to  the  fort  to-mor- 
row if  you  think  b^t    He  is  a  brave,  experienced,  and  juc^  icious  officer. 

O.  S.  FEEBY, 

Brigadier-  CleneruL 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Deeember  19, 1882. 
Brigadier-Gleneral  Fbbby: 

Let  me  know  if  Colonel  Foster  is  coming  here;  if  not,  when  you  send 
out  the  expedition.  No  time  should  be  lost,  as  Bumside's  retreat  leaves 
Lee's  army  at  liberty,  and  in  a  few  days  you  may  have  20,000  or  30,000 
men  on  the  Blackwater.    My  force  is  ready. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majer-Qeneral. 

Suffolk,  December  19, 1862. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Colonel  Foster  is  on  the  way  to  you  now  with  dispatches  from  me. 

O.  S.  FEEBY, 

^'QemeroL 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Deeemlber  19, 1862. 
Major-General  Pbok: 

Colonel  Spear  is  confident  he  can  cross  2  miles  above  South  Quay  with 
3,500  infantry,  1,000  cavalry,  and  eight  pieces  of  artillery  and  take 
Franklin.  General  Ferry  thinks  5,000  infantry  necessary.  What  think 
you  f  Answer  immediately.  I  shall  make  a  diversion  from  Bmithfleld 
the  day  before. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jfiitor  (JiWflinMl 
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Suffolk,  Ya.,  Deemiiber  19, 1862. 
M%|or-OeD6ral  Diz: 

The  expedition  talked  o^  to  be  sacoessfnl,  should  have  six  good  pon- 
toons, 5,000  infantry,  two  iNatteries  of  artillery,  and  1,000  oavidiy.  The 
fords  are  not  to  be  relied  on ;  making  bridges  of  felled  trees  will  not  do 
for  artillery.  We  cannot  spare  the  above  nomber  of  inflEUitry  suitable 
for  the  undertaking  at  present  and  have  not  the  pontoons.  I  will  write 
you  my  views  to-monow. 

O.  &  EBBBY, 


FOBT  MomtOB,  Deemkber  20, 1802. 
Brigadier-General  Fbbbt: 

Oan  you  not  improvise  some  pontoons  t  There  should  be  no  delav. 
I  will  be  very  glad  to  have  you  lead  the  expedition,  but  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  moving. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Muffor-OmeroL 


Suffolk,  pyASHmoroH,]  Deoember  20,  1882. 
M%|or-General  Dix: 

Spear  reported  12,000  about  Franklin.  If  Foster  and  Bumside  have 
relieved  tlie  recent  excess  on  our  front,  an  attack  is  desirable }  would 
hazard  nothing.  Not  less  than  6,000  ought  to  be  sent ;  7,000  would  be 
better.  As  the  troops  are  benefited  by  such  duty  we  should  always 
[send]  enough.  McOlenna's  Grossing;  is  about  the  point.  Great  excite- 
ment in  public  mind  since  the  late  disaster. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Decmnber  20,  1882. 
FBbbt: 

How  many  in&ntry  have  you  fit  for  the  expedition  f  I  can  give  you 
some  firom  this  post  and  Yorktown,  but  in  that  case  I  must  send  you 
an  officer  ranking  Golonel  Foster,  and  abandon  the  diversion  toward 
Zuni  and  Wakefield. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar'ChneroL 


Suffolk,  YjL.,  l>eember  20,  1862. 
M^jor-General  Dix: 

I  can  Aimish  1,000  cavalry ;  that  is  enough.  I  can  make  the  5,000 
infantry  by  putting  in  two  of  the  newest  regiments.  I  can  put  General 
Spinola  in  command  with  Foster  to  lead  the  advance.  I  can  issue  my 
orders  at  9  o^dock  forenoon  and  have  the  column  in  march  at  3  o^clock 
afternoon  of  the  same  day,  which  is  the  usual  hour. 

O.  S.  FEBBY, 
Brigadier-  Om^erdL 
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Fort  MoNROXy  D€e$mb$r  20,  IMS. 
Biigadier-Oeoeral  Fbrrt: 

The  expedition  is  one  of  importanee  and  great  delicacy,  and  if  our 
forces  snoceed  in  crossing  Will  need  a  commanding  officer  experienced 
in  the  management  of  troops.  I  will  give  General  Bpinola  an  early 
opportunity  of  seeing  active  service,  bat  think  another  occasion  will 

be  better  for  him  and  ns.  

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MuffoT'OmeraL 


Mtd.  Qm^  John  A,  Dte  €ommmidtm§,fcr 
Va.). 


^  FiffMa  (  AmhA  JfMf  CmpiU 
20^  1802  (&MiigMrl6rt  FwriMmmm^ 


Cmat. 
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IVoof  f  im  ike  DepartmeiU  of  Virginia^  eammanded  iy  Mt^.  Oen.  Jo\m  A. 

Dim,  Deombar  20, 1802. 


FartMmnr^  Fa, 
3d  New  York  Infiuitry. 

Nmppcri  Kew9,  Va, 

fl9th  New  York  [N.O.A.]. 
165th  New  York. 
164tli  New  York. 
170th  New  York. 
175th  New  York  (deteehment). 

13th  IndlaDA. 
aoth  lUinoia. 
6th  MMHMduuette. 
112th  New  Yodc 
130th  New  York. 
138d  New  York. 
166th  New  York. 
6Bd  Ohio. 
«7thOhlo. 
68th  Fttm^ylTAoia. 
86th  FBsmylTaiiift  (hsttftUon  of). 
168th  PenneylTaola. 
165th  Penn^ylTiiilA. 
166th  Fttm^ylraiiiA. 
167th  PennsylTAoia. 
I68th  PeniuylYUilA. 
ITlst  Ptonn^ylTMiift. 
174th  Ptonn^ylTUilA. 
IT&th  PeuDiylTAiiia. 
176th  PennBylyaniA. 
177th  Pennqrl^anUL 
let  New  York  Moonted  Riflee. 
Uth  FttmBylTMiift  Ciindiy   (ten 

peniee). 
7th  MaaBSohiiBetts  Battery. 
4th  U.  8.  ArtmeiT,  Battery  D. 
4th  U.  a  Artillery,  Rettery  L. 


139th  New  York. 

11th  Pennaylyanie  CeYalxy,CompeiiTC. 
Roberte'  Pennsylyanie  HeaTy  AnQleiy 
(three  oompeniee). 
Sd  WiaoooBin  Bettvy. 
4th  Wioooiudii  Betteiy. 

NmfoUk^  Fe. 

90th  New  York. 
148th  New  York. 
173d  Ftonnsylyenie. 

I9th  WiBoonsin. 

nth  PennsylYaniaCeTelfy,  CompaiiylL 
7th  New  York  Betteiy. 

YbrJUoOTi,  Fe. 

UthHaiiw. 
66th  New  York. 
Slat  New  Yoik. 
9eth  New  York. 
100th  New  York. 
Independent  BattaUon.New  Yeik  (Sn- 

fuam  Perdna). 
6M  PennaylTania. 
104th  Penni^lYania. 
169th  PttinBylyaniai 
ITSd  PeoneylTania. 
178th  Pttui^ylYania. 
179th  PenmnrlYania. 
6th  Newlork  Cayalry  (twooompaniee). 
6th  PennnrlYania  CaYalry. 
let  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

let  New  York  light  ArtiUecy,  Battciy 

H. 
8th  New  York  Battery, 
lal  Ptonn^lYania  Light  AztOkfy,  Bat- 

Ifll  POna^ylYaaia  U^  ArtOlaiyf  Bal- 

teiyH. 
6th  U.  a  ArtOlaiy,  BaHvy  M. 


85th  New  York. 

98d  New  York. 

96th  New  York. 

85th  PennaylYania. 
lOM  PenneylYaaia. 
103d  POna^ylYania. 


Fort  MoNROXy  Deomber  21, 1862. 

M^jor-Ctoneral  Halleck,  OetMral-in'Okief : 

Two  sailing  vessels  have  arrived  here  f^om  New  York  to  take  Oor- 
ooran's  brigade  to  General  Banks.    Two  more,  I  learn,  are  coming. 

*Rors  FROM  RntTBN.— Belongs  to  the  command  at  Snifolk,  bnt  ia  now  on  detached 
nrvlee  in  North  Carolina. 
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Two  of  tbem  will  be  needed— one  to  take  the  sick  and  conTalesoentB  left 
here  and  another  to  take  horses  now  here  belonging  to  the  expedition. 
As  Corcoran  is  not  to  go,  what  shall  be  done  with  Uie  two  other  trans- 
ports when  they  arrive  f 

JOKN  A.  DIX, 

OeneraL 


Washington^  D.  0.,  l>eoember  21, 1862. 

M%jor-General  Dix,  Fart  Monroe^  Ya, : 

The  convalescents,  stores,  horses.  &c.,  belonging  to  General  Bank^ 
expedition  will  be  sent  forward.  It  ¥rill  be  determined  in  the  coarse 
of  two  or  three  days  whether  Oorcoran's  brigade  will  go  or  not.  In 
the  mean  time  the  two  transports  for  that  pari>ose  will  await  orders. 
Give  ns  all  the  information  yon  can  about  the  enemy's  movements. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 


FoBT  MoNROX,  Ya.,  Dewmher  21, 1862. 

M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok,  Oeiteral^i^Ohirf: 

My  man  has  arrived  from  Richmond.  General  Anderson's  divisioni 
reported  13,000  strong,  from  Hanover  County :  the  division  of  one  of  the 
Hill'f,  from  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  9,000  strong,  and  Hood's, 
from  Bichmond  Fair  Grounds,  about  8,000  strong,  have  all  gone  south 
from  Bichmond  since  Monday,  the  15th.  Fifty-three  pieces  of  artillery, 
some  of  which  came  from  the  direction  of  Fredericksburg,  were  sent 
across  Mayors  Bridge  toward  Petersburg  on  Wednesday  night.  It  was 
reported  at  Bichmond  that  a  large  force  was  coming  up  the  James 
Biver  to  land  at  City  Point,  and  this  may  have  led  to  me  movement  of 
artillery.  On  Wednesday  night  the  Bichmond  iron-clad  got  her  com- 
missary stores  on  board.  There  has  been  great  activity  in  Bichmond 
the  last  week  in  the  movement  of  troops  through  the  city  in  a  southerly 
direction,  but  my  informant  could  not  say  where  they  went  after  leav- 
ing the  city;  heard  that  one  brigade  went  toward  the  Blackwater; 
thinks  the  rest  went  to  Weldon.  He  left  Bichmond  Thursday.  I  have 
found  his  former  statements  aocnrate. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Miffar-OeieroL 

BvmohKf  Ya.,  I>eeember  21, 1882. 
M^jor-General  Da: 

Give  me  the  pontoons  and  I  will  take  command  of  the  expedition  and 
leave  General  Spinola  in  command  here  during  my  absence,  or  I  will 
see  the  colonels  and  get  them  to  volunteer  to  serve  uuder  Colonel  Fos- 
ter oheerfdlly. 

O.  B.  FEBBY, 
Brigadier-OmerdL 

Hbabquabtbbs  Foubth  Oobps, 

TarJOawny  December  21, 1862. 

Col.  D.  T.  Yan  Burbn,  Aisistant  AdjuUmt-Oeneral : 

Sib  :  Since  my  return  I  have  sent  three  reconnoitering  parties,  one  of 
which  captured  three  horses  and  some  prisoners.    Captain  Parker  liaa 
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been  up  at  West  Point  and  sent  a  soont  to  the  White  Hoase.  The 
enemy  has  not  been  discovered  in  force',  bnt  there  are  indications  of  an 
intention  to  attack  Williamsburg.  I  have  taken  precautions  to  bar  the 
movements  of  the  enemy,  and  I  wonld  like  to  have  the  opinion  of  Major 
(General  Diz  as  to  the  propriety  of  posting  a  regiment  of  infantry  at 
Fort  Magrader,  below  WiUiamsbnrg. 

I  have  made  two  thorough  inspec^ons  of  the  four  regiments  of  Penn- 
sylvania drafted  militia,  which  have  just  arrived  here,  and  found  them 
aU  perfectly  green.  One  of  those  regiments,  the  One  hundred  and 
seventy-second.  I  have  assigned  to  duty  &t  the  heavy  guns  on  the  ram- 
parts, and  will  lose  no  time  in  fitting  dl  for  service.  At  the  present 
time  none  of  tiiem  are  in  a  condition  to  meiet  the  enemy. 

It  is  reported  to  me  that  the  destruction  of  the  salt-works  in  Mat- 
thews County  was  not  complete.  I  have  arranged  with  Captain  Parker 
to  go  with  a  gunboat  and  100  infiemtry  and  50  cavalry  on  Wednesday 
next  and  complete  that  work. 

I  am  much  in  want  of  an  energetic  brigadier,  who  understands 
taotios. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  shr,  your  most  obedie(ht  servant, 

B.  D.  EEYBB. 
Miffor-Qtmerdlj  OammamMing  Fowrtk  <hrp$. 


UmTHD  States  FLAcnraip  Philadslphia, 

Eamptan  Boadtj  Decmkber  21, 1802. 
M^j.  Qen.  John  A.  Dix, 

OimiwumdifHf  Bevmnth  Army  Oarpa: 
GKmBBAL:  The  department  directs  that  the  complement  of  the 
Colorado  shall  be  filled  up  with  contrabands,  owing  to  the  impossibility 
of  shipping  men.  It  will  advance  the  public  interest  if  you  will  be  so 
good  as  to  give  such  orders  as  will  enable  Captain  Ooldsborough,  of  the 
Colorado,  to  receive  and  ship  thirly-two  able-bodied  contrabands. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Adg.  SdMr-Admirul^  (hmdg.  IT.  AUtmUo  Blockading  Sguadnm. 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ya*,  Deomber  23, 1862. 
Mai.  ^^^  ^'  ^*  Halubok. 

I  have  just  arrived  from  New  Berne.  My  exi>edition  was  a  perfect 
success.*  I  burned  the  railroad  bridge  at  Gk>ldsborough  and  Mount 
Olive  and  tore  up  several  miles  of  the  track  of  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  Eailroad.  We  fought  four  engagements,  viz,  at  Southwest 
Creek,  Kinston,  White  Hall,  and  Gk>ldsborough,  and  whipped  the  en- 
emy handsomely  each  time.  The  force  of  the  enemy  is  now  largely  in- 
creased in  North  Carolina  from  Fredericksburg,  rendering  the  second 
step  in  my  plan  of  operations  of  doubtfhl  execution  unless  I  am  pretty 
largely  re-^orced.    Can  I  communicate  freely  on  this  point  by  tele- 

Eph  or  shall  I  come  to  Washington  for  the  purpose  t    I  Imve  a  steamer 
e  and  can  be  there  in  ten  hours. 

J.  O.  FOBTEB, 

Mt^'ChnerdL 

*8ss  MB^sdilloalhookKew  Btnie  toGoldsboRNii^K.  0.^  DwMmlMr  li-«Q,  IStt 
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Washihoton,  D.  0.,  Decmher  23, 1862. 

Ai%j.  Oen.  J.  G.  Fostbb,  Fart  Monroe: 

Consult  fully  with  General  Dix  and  then  come  to  Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

United  States  FLAa-STBAMBB  PHiLADBLPHiAy 

EampUm  Boadij  Fa.,  Deoetnber  23, 1862. 

M%j.  Cton.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  B.  A., 

OommanuLfng  SevmUh  Arm/jf  Oorpsj  Foffre$8  Monroe : 

Obnebal  :  The  Belvidere,  steamer,  with  supplies  for  the  army,  was 
stopped  by  the  guard  vessel  below  Norfolk  because  she  was  not  on  the 
certified  list  of  the  army  steamers  fhmished  by  you  and  had  not  the 
certificate  from  tlie  quartermaster.  Colonel  Thomas,  as  proposed  by  you 
and  agreed  to  by  me.  On  learning  the  facts  I  ordered  that  the  Belvi- 
dere should  pass  up  to  Norfolk.  Will  you  be  good  enough  to  issue 
such  instructions  as  will  prevent  a  recurrence  of  &e  inconvenience  aris- 
ing ftbm  the  omission  to  comply  with  the  simple  and  easy  arrangement 
made  at  your  instance  and  wldra  the  guard  vessels  have  been  instmoted 
tocomplv  withf 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  lespeotftilly,  yours, 

B.  P.  LBB, 
Adg.  Bear'Admirai^  Oomdg.  JT.  AUcmUe  Blockading  Spiadron. 


Wab  Depabtmbnt, 
Waekingtonf  JDeeember  24, 1862. 

Mbj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  Fori  Monrooj  Va. : 

It  is  decided  that  you  send  12,000  men  to  General  Foster's  command. 
Those  for  whom  you  have  transports  will  be  sent  to  Beaufort  and  the 
others  marched  across  to  the  Chowan.  Please  answer  immediately 
how  many  you  can  send  by  sea.  The  troops  should  be  good  ones,  leav- 
ing the  new  ones  in  the  forts.  I  hope  to  send  vou  a  couple  of  Foments 
firomhere.  This  movement  must  be  made  in  aU  haste.  AssoonasGen- 
eral  Foster  comes  in  I  will  telegraph  again. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

Oeneralrin'VMtf. 

FOBT  MONBOB,  y  A.,  Beoomber  24, 1862. 

Mai.  <^ton.  H.  W.  Haixbok. 

Oeneral'in^Oki^ : 

If  I  can  take  the  two  sailing  vessels  intended  to  carry  Corcoran's  bri- 
gade to  General  Banks  I  can  send  3,600  men  to  Beaufort  by  sea.  I  can 
also  send  1,800  by  barges  through  uie  canal  to  Albemarle  Sound.  My 
force  from  Suffolk  can  move  to-morrow,  if  necessary,  but  it  shiJl  not 
reach  the  Chowan  Elver  tiU  the  means  of  transportation  are  there. 
The  steamers  here  are,  with  two  exceptions,  river  crafts  and  not  fit  to 
go  to  sea.  There  will  be  no  inconvenience  in  using  the  two  transports 
of  Banks'  expedition  temi)orarily,  as  I  can  retain  his  convalescent  and 
sick  at  present.  The  troops  wiU  take  tents  and  camp  equipage.  Shall 
those  which  go  by  water  teke  rations! 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

Mtfjor-OeneraL 
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Wab  Dxpabtmbnt, 
Wa9MngUmj  Deeemher  24, 1862. 

M%jor-Oeaeral  Dix,  Fori  Monreej  Va. : 

General  Foster  thinks  that  the  troops  which  go  by  land  should  go  to 
(dates'  Ferry,  on  the  Ohowan  Biver,  the  place  where  Wessells'  brigade 
embarked* 

n.  W.  HALLBOK, 

Oeneral49hOk4rf. 

Wab  Dbpabthxnt, 
WoikiHfftany  Iheember  24, 1862. 

M^or-General  BtTBNsmx,  Falmoutk^  Va. : 

General  Foster  wishes  a  brigadier-general — a  regolar  officer  of  expe- 
rience. Oan  yon  give  him  one  T  Please  answer.  Troops  that  fought  at 
Fredericksburg  are  now  in  North  Carolina. 

H.  W.  HALLEOE, 


Fort  Monbob,  J}eemib0r  24^  1862, 
Brigadkr-Geneial  Fbbbt: 

Httve  your  brigades  -Bpinola^s  and  Gibbs'— ready  to  march  at  a  mo- 
mentis  warning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar'OmeroL 

FoBT  Monbob,  December  24, 1862. 

Mf^-General  Ebtbb,  Torhtawn : 

HaiF6  Baglee^B  brigade  ready  to  move  by  water  at  a  mementos  warn- 
hig. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar'OmierdL 

BuvFOUC,  Deeember  24^  1862. 
M^for General  Da: 

istiiere  nowavinwhieh  at  least  partial  payment  can  be  made  to  these 
men  before  leaving  f  Gibbs  and  Spinola  both  report  their  men  desti- 
tute. In  my  own  the  families  of  uie  men  are  r^lly  suffering,  and  it 
aeriouBly  affects  the  spirits  of  the  men  in  the  command. 

O.  S.  FEBBY, 

Brigadier-  General. 

FoBT  Monbob,  Deeember  24^  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Fbbbt  : 

I  have  written  to  Washington  repeatedly  in  regard  to  the  payment  of 
the  troops.  The  answer  is  that  after  the  1st  of  January  they  will  be 
paid  up  to  November  1. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

JfH<dr-Oanartti> 
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General  Orders,  )  War  Department,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 
No.  214.  )  WashinffUm^  December  24, 1862. 

By  direction  of  the  President  the  troops  in  North  Carolina  will  con- 
stitute  the  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  Mij.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster  is  as- 
simed  to  the  command. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

L.  THOMAS. 

A^i^tani'  OenerdL 

Sfboial  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  of  the  Armt.  Adjt.  GwxJb  Office, 
No.  410.  )  WaekiMifUmj  Deeember  24, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

IV.  Brig.  Qen.  L  N.  Palmer,  U.  S.  Yolonteers,  is  assigned  to  daty 
with  the  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  IJ.  S.  Yolnnteers,  Depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  in  person  witlioat  delay. 

•  •••••• 

By  oommand  of  M%ior-G«neral  Halleok: 

B.  D.  TOWN8END, 


War  Department, 
WMkingtOHj  Deeember  25, 1862. 

M^jor-Oeneral  Drx,  Fort  Manroe^  Va.: 

General  Foster  left  here  last  evening,  and,  if  not  detained  by  the  fog, 
will  be  with  yon  this  forenoon  to  arrange  details.  He  saw  the  Com- 
nussary-Oeneral  yesterday  abont  rations.  The  troops  sent  to  Beaufort 
should  take  supplies  with  them  unless  he  directs  differently. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oet^aUin-Vhitf. 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya^  Deeember  25, 1862. 

M^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Om^al-h^Okirf: 

As  you  wished  me  to  make  the  movement  in  haste  I  am  getting  all 
the  transportation  I  can  find.  The  Oahawba  arrived  this  morning  from 
New  York  with  provisions  for  Alexandria.  She  will  carry  1,500  troops. 
I  am  transferring  her  cargo  to  two  river  steamero  and  shall  send  it 
without  delay  to  Alexandria.  I  have  transportation  enough  for  at  least 
6,000  troops  ready.    The  InternationaL  one  of  tlie  sailing-vessel  trsms- 

r)rts  from  New  York,  got  aground  on  Smitii's  Island  Shoal  yestea:day. 
sent  out  a  strong  tug  to  her  last  night.   If  die  can  be  got  off  she  will 
cany  LOOO  more  tro(^s.   General  Foster  not  arrived. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^far-ChneroL 

Headquarters  Fourth  Army  Corps, 

Yarktoum^  Fa.,  Deeember  2G,  1862. 
OoL  D.  T.  Van  Buren, 

AmL  Adjt.  Oen,j  Depctrtment  of  Virffiniaj  Yorktown^  Va. : 

OoLomBL :  In  reply  to  the  ciroular  of  December  22. 1802,  fbom  Head- 
quarters Department  of  Yirgmia.  I  have  the  honor  u>  report  that  the 


Obaf.XXX.)  OOBBBfiPOVDENCEy  ETC. — UNION.  493 

eaxthworks  at  Yorktown  and  Olouoester  Point  have  never  been  author 
itatively  named.  The  officers  at  Olonoester  Point,  however,  have  called 
the  work  after  myself,  Fort  Keyes,  and  I  would  beg  leave  to  suggest 
for  the  work  here  the  name  of  tiie  major-general  commanding  the  de- 
partment.   May  I  be  informed  if  these  names  will  be  recognized  f 

BesideH  the  work  at  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  the  only  other  work 
is  Fort  Magmder,  about  1 J  or  2  miles  below  Williamsburg,  garrisoned 
by  a  company  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Oavalry. 

The  armament  of  these  works  is  as  follows : 

Fort  Magruder, — One  24-pounder  howitzer,  four  12-pounder  howitzeis, 
one  6-pounder  (iron)  carriage,  one  coffee-mill  (Union  repeating). 

At  Yorktoum, — ^Nine  8-inoh  columbiads,  fifteen  20-pounder  Parrotts, 
one  8-inch  siege  howitzer,  eight  32-pounders,  iron  (smooth),  four  lOinch 
mortars,  five  12-pounder  howitzers  (brass),  ten  S-inqh  ordnance  guns 
(light  batteries),  two  100-pounder  Parrotts,  one  coffee-mill  (Union  re- 
peating), fourteen  12-pounder  brass  Napoleons  (light  batteries),  one  42 
pounder,  iron  (smooth),  five  dO-pounder  Parrotts,  one  32-poundercar- 
ronade,  one  32-pounder  (light  ship  gun),  one  10-inch  columbiad. 

At  Olouoester  Point. — ^The  only  armament  consists  of  one  battery  (four 
guns)  of  3-inch  ordnance  guns. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KEYEB, 
Maji>r'Oeneraly  Commanding  Oorp§. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  VntonriA,  Sbyenth  Abxt  Oobps, 

Fort  MonroCy  Va.,  December  26, 1862. 

Excellency  Abraham  Linooln, 

President  of  the  United  States  : 

Sir  :  In  your  order  authorizing  me  to  permit  the  people  of  Norfolk 
to  send  to  the  loyal  States  the  products  of  their  labor  the  Nansemond 
Biver  was  not  included.  Suffolk  is  at  the  head  of  navigation,  and  the 
river  is  used  by  us  in  transporting  our  supplies  to  our  troops  there. 
There  aie  oysters,  shingles,  and  other  articles  on  the  river  belonging 
to  Northern  people  as  well  as  to  the  people  of  Norfolk,  and  wanted  in 
the  loyal  States.  May  I  ask  the  extension  of  my  authority  to  permit 
these  articles  to  go  North,  by  a  new  order  ftom  you,  that  of  November 
12  not  bdng  construed  by  Admiral  Lee  to  cover  these  cases. 

The  inclosed  papers,  which  I  beg  to  have  returned  to  me,  show  the 
harddiip  of  title  cases  referred  to.*  I  take  the  liberty  to  annex  the 
Older  I  need  for  your  consideration,  and  am,  very  respectfully,  your 
obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqjor-Oeneral. 

[IboImbiv.] 

ExBOUTiVB  Mansion. 

Orderedy  That  the  order  of  the  12th  of  November,  in  regard  to  trade 
with  Norfolk,  be  extended  to  Suffolk  and  the  Nansemond  Kiver,  so  far 
as  the  commander  of  the  department  shall  deem  necessary  for  military 
purposes. 

*  Not  fband. 
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FOBT  MONBOS,  y A^  JlBWiflf  28^  1MB. 

Mbj.  Oeu.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

General  Foster  left  last  evening  for  New  Berne  the  troops  com- 
mence embarking  at  Yorktown  to-day.  The  transports  win  be  obliged 
to  return  from  Beaufort  and  take  anotiier  load,  as  General  Foster  can 
only  take  4,000  fix>m  the  Ohowan.  The  International  is  lost  near 
Smith's  Island.  Her  cargo  will  be  saved.  My  force  fit  Ibr  duty  is  less 
than  25,000  men.  I  shall  have  but  12,000  left  I  shall  have  but  5,000 
at  Suffolk  and  2,500  at  Yorktown.  On  the  Blackwater  there  is  a  large 
force,  and  since  Naglee's  expedition  the  rebels  have  occupied  Oloucester 
Gounty,  and  General  Keyes  writes  me  they  are  menacing  Gloucester 
Point.  Twenty  thousand  men  is  the  smallest  number  that  can  be  relied 
on  to  hold  Williamsburg,  Yorictown,  Gloucester,  this  fort  Norfolk,  and 
Suffolk.  I  earnestly  request  that  I  may  be  re-cmforced  b^ore  the  troops 
for  General  Foster's  command  get  away.  They  embrace  nearly  eveiy 
regiment  that  has  been  under  fire.  I  lose,  alao,  G^ieral  Nagtee  and 
General  Ferry,  my  only  brigadiers  who  have  had  any  experience  in  the 
field,  except  General  Viele,  who  cannot  at  this  moment  be  spared  from 
Norfolk.  I  asked  for  the  promotion  of  Oolonel  Alford,  <tf  the  Third 
New  York  Volunteers,  to  the  rank  of  brigadier.  He  will  be  needed  at 
once.  If  General  Lockwood  can  be  epared  frx>m  the  Eastern  Shore  ot 
Yirginia  I  should  like  to  have  him.  My  new  troops  need  experienced 
generals. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

SUVFOLK,  Beoember  26,  1862. 
M%jor-General  Dix,  Fart  Monroe: 

There  are  reputed  for  duty  this  morning  in  my  brigade,  3,324:  in 
Spinous,  3,411 ;  in  Gibbs'  (including  250  of  Wessells'  men).  3,057. 
Hence  it  appears  that  by  adding  one  regiment  to  either  of  tne  bri- 
gades the  7,000  ordered  will  take  out  two  origades.  Which  two  shall 
I  sendf    Please  answer  soon  as  possible. 

O.  B.  FBKBY, 

Brigaiior-Gomndk 

FoBT  MOHBOB,  JDoeomber  26^  1862. 
Brigadier-General  Fbbbt: 

Take  Spinola^s  and  add  to  it  a  r^ment  of  600  men,  and  put  Wes- 
sells' men  in  your  brigade.  Naglee  has  many  sick,  and  I  must  take 
7,500  from  your  command. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^for-OoieroL 

Spboial  Obdbbs,  I  Hdqbs.  ov  the  Abmt,  Abjt.  Gbn.'s  Office, 
No.  414.  )  Washingtonj  December  26, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

YL  Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Teriy,  TJ.  S.  Yolunteers,  will  report  for  duty  to 
VLaj,  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya. 
By  command  of  l£a|or-G«ieral  Halleck: 

B.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
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BUFFOLKi  Beoemher  27,  1882. 
Mn^or-General  Diz: 

BepoitB  are  leaohing  me  from  Oamyille  and  Windsor  of  the  appear* 
anoe  of  the  enemy  in  foroe  on  tfaia  side  the  river.  I  have  sent  out 
sooating  parties  with  orders  to  report  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

O.  S.  PBBBY, 
Brigadier-  OenerdL 


HBADQUABTEBS  BiaHTEBNTH  ABM7  OOBPS, 

New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  Deeember  21, 1862. 

M%i.  Gen.  B.  O.  Fbbhoh, 

Oamdg.  Depi.  o/Narih  OoroMna,  Peterdmrgj  Va.: 

QmasBAL :  Yonr  fEivor  of  [13thJ  instant  I  received  to-day.  I  most 
ftdly  agree  with  yon  that  war  is  most  horrible  in  the  misery  and  min  it. 
mnst  eanse,  even  when  carried  on  according  to  the  acknowledged  roles 
of  Ohristian  nations,  and  therefore  beg  to  call  yonr  attention  to  and  aak 
if  it  was  by  yonr  approval  that  in  the  recent  attack  on  Plymouth  many 
houses  and  other  buildings  were  fired,  and  to  that  extent  fitmilies  mined 
and  rendered  homeless :  that  only  want  of  time  prevented  other  damage 
being  done.  I  would  also  call  your  attention  to  the  case  of  Mrs.  Phelps, 
who  was  shot  dead  by  a  Confederate  soldier.  On  occnpving  the  town 
of  Kinston  recently  the  streets  were  found  in  many  cases  mil  of  bundng 
cotton,  naval  stores,  &c.,  a  destruction  of  property  which  I  do  not  knonv 
your  approval  or  disapproval  oil  The  effect  was  that  one  house  was  set 
on  fire,  and  that  it  was  only  by  the  greatest  eflRort  of  <rfflcer8  and  soldiers 
that  a  large  portion  of  the  town  was  saved  ih>m  destruction. 

Trusting  that  by  our  united  efforts  the  war  within  our  deiMurtments 
may  be  robbed  of  some  of  its  honors,  1  am,  general,  very  respectfoUy, 
your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  O.  FOBTBB, 
Mtffor»Oenerdlj  Oammanding. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  VntonnA,  Sbvxnth  Abmt  Oobps, 

FtMTt  Mimroej  Fa.,  Deeembef*  29, 1882. 

Mbj.  Gen.  J.  O.  Fostxb, 

Oawiimamding  IkfarUiMmt  of  North  Carolina : 

GENEBAii :  Four  thousand  troops  left  Suffolk  yesterday  morning  for 
Winfleld ;  they  will  arrive  to-day.  Four  thousand  five  hundred  left  and 
will  leave  within  twenty-four  hours,  commencing  at  sunset  last  evening, 
by  water.  The  remaining  3,500  will  be  sent  as  rapidly  as  transports 
arrive— part  to-morrow  and  the  rest,  I  think,  by  the  2d  of  January ;  per- 
haps before.  1  send  you  every  old  regiment  I  have  except  one,  which 
is  m  this  fort. 

One  hundred  tons  ammunition  leave  to-morrow  for  Beaufort.  Two 
thousand  shovels  and  spades  and  the  sand  bags  are  here  and  will  go 
with  the  ammunition.  Part  of  the  wagons  and  ambulances  go  with  the 
troops ;  the  rest  will  be  sent  in  time. 

I  bcMeve  nothing  has  been  left  undone.    The  bearer  will  receive  any 
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oommands  yoa  may  have  for  Waahington  or  me.    Let  me  know  if  loan 
do  anything  heie. 

Wiahing  yoa  a  saooesa  equal  to  that  at  Goldaboroagh,  I  am,  respect- 
ftilly  and  traly.  yonre, 

JOHN  A.  BJXf 

MqfarOmeraL 

p.  8,— I  fonnd  a  change  in  the  troqpa  at  Bnilblk  neeesBary.    Yon  will 
get — 

1.  Feny's  brigade,  hieluding  300  of  We«eUiPiii«n 3,600 

2.  Spioola's  brigade 4,000 

3.  Naglee'8  brigade 4,080 

4.  In^pendent  Battalion,  New  York 860 

U,&30 

Some  convalescents  will  cany  the  nomberi  I  think,  above  12,000. 


FoBT  MoNBOBy  Ya.,  December  29, 1882. 

M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

General-in^Okitf: 

Oeneral  Foster's  arrangement  with  me  waa  to  have  everything  in 
North  Carolina  by  the  4th  proximo,  before  which  day  he  comd  not  be 
ready  to  land  and  prepare  the  troops  to  maroh.  The  day  for  marching 
was  fixed  for  the  8th.  I  think  it  proper  to  advise  yoa  of  these  arrange- 
ments and  of  what  I  have  done.  I  have  jnst  sent  a  special  messenger 
to  him  with  the  foUowing  information : 

Four  thoaeand  troops  left  Boifolk  for  Chowan  River  yesterday  momiiig ;  4,600  left 
and  to  leave  by  water  yesterday  and  to-day :  nmaining  3,800  leave  as  net  as  trans- 
ports aniye— nart  to-m<»row  and  the  rest  oy  January  2  at  farthest.  One  bondred 
tons  ammunition,  2,000  spades  and  shovels,  and  10,000  sand-bags  leave  to-morrow. 
Part  of  wagons  and  ambnlanees  go  with  troops;  the  rest  in  time. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar-OeieraL 


FoBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  Deoember  29«  1882. 

Maf.  Qen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oetieral-tn-Ohitf : 

Colonel  Oibbs  was  sent  oat  early  yesterday  morning  toward  the  Black- 
water  to  occapy  the  attention  of  the  enemy  while  a  force  of  4,000  men 
for  General  Foster  went  down  to  the  Chowan.  The  colonel  fell  in  with 
the  enemy's  scoats  a  short  distance  &om  oar  pickets,  drove  them,  and 
captared  9.  They  report  Pryor  4  miles  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater 
with  two  brigades  of  infantry,  two  regiments  of  cavalry,  and  nine  pieces 
of  artillery.  I  send  Corcoran's  brigade  from  Newport  News  to  Saffolk 
to-day.  Oeneral  Ferry  will  leave  Suffolk  with  3,500  men  as  fast  as  trans- 
portation can  be  fiimished,  commencing  this  evening.  The  Foorth  Del- 
aware and  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York  have  arrived  at  York- 
town,  where  my  infantry  was  reduced  to  1,700  by  tlie  withdniwal  of 
Naglee's  brigade.  Two  or  three  good  regiments  in  addition  to  those  I 
have  would  enable  me  to  drive  Pryor  across  the  Blackwater,  unless  he 
is  re-enforced.  To  give  success  to  Oeneral  Foster's  movements  I  beg 
to  suggest  that  General  Bumside  should  press  the  enemy  incessantly. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mt^'OemeroL 
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Washinotoh,  D.  G.y  December  30, 1862. 

Major-General  Bvbnside,  Falmouth: 

General  Dix  telegraphs  that  in  order  to  sncceed  in  his  own  and  Foe 
tor's  operations  it  will  be  necessary  that  yon  oecnpy  and  press  the 
enemy  so  as  to  prevent  large  detachments. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

General-iA-  Oh^f. 


FoBT  HoNBOE,  Yiu,  Jheember  30, 1862. 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok. 

When  I  telegraphed  yon  in  regard  to  my  force  I  had  before  me  the 
last  retam  from  Suffolk,  which  did  not  embrace  the  four  last-arrived 
Pennsylvania  regiments,  so  that  after  sending  12,000  men  to  Foster  my 
aggregate  for  dnty  was  15,600  instead  of  12,000.  The  addition  of  the 
Fourth  Delaware  and  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York,  now  here, 
gives  me  an  effectiTe  force  of  16.900. 

JOHN  A.  DEX, 

Ma^'OeiMraiL 

Dboembbb  30, 1862. 
Mi^or-General  Dix,  Fart  Mimroe: 

The  ship  at  Norfolk  draws  14^  feet  of  water.  No  vessel  drawing 
more  than  9  feet  can  enter  the  harbor  of  my  destination.  The  captain 
of  the  ship  has  sealed  orders  and  no  other.  I  fear  he  will  carry  my 
regiment  away  from  its  destination.  My  men  have  bnt  three  days'  ra- 
tions from  this  morning.  If  the  vessel  is  to  sful^  mnch  more  will  be 
needed ;  if  to  be  towed  by  steam-tags,  they  will  stdl  require  more  than 
they  have. 

O.  8.  FEBBY, 
Brigadier*  OmeraiL 

Dboembbb  30, 1862. 
M%jor-General  Dix,  Fartreu  Monroe : 

I  have  turned  over  the  command  of  this  post  to  General  Corcoran, 
who  ranks  me.  I  have  sent  the  Sixty-seventh  Ohio  Begimeut.  610  men, 
and  the  convalescent  sick,  and  officers  of  the  quartermasters  depart- 
ment of  SpinoWs  brigade,  numbering  in  all  nearly  200  more,  together 
with  the  ammunition  and  camp  and  garrison  equipage  of  the  Sixty-sev- 
enth Ohio,  to  Norfolk  this  morning  to  embark  on  the  transport  exx>ected 
there  this  morning  according  to  your  dispatch  of  yesterday.  When  can 
I  expect  more  transports,  and  how  many  f 

O.  S.  FEBBY, 

Brigadier'  OeneraL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Eiohtbenth  Abmy  Corps, 

New  Berne,  N.  (7.,  December  31, 1862. 
M%j.  Oen.  8.  G.  Fbbnoh, 

Oomdg,  Department  of  North  Oarolinaj  Petersburg,  Va.: 

Obkbbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  me 
by  His  Excellency  Edward  Stanly,  Military  Governor  of  North  Garo- 
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Una.  The  letter  explains  itself;  aadlhavemeKiy  to  request  an  answer 
from  yoa  whether  the  acts  complained  of  by  the  Gkivemor  have  yoor 
sanction ;  and  whether,  as  he  desires  to  know,  the  negroes  mentioned 
will  be  returned  to  their  masterf  I  also  beg  leave  to  inclose  aslipfrom 
the  Baleigh  Standard  in  relation  to  the  primners  recently  paroled  and 
released  by  me  at  Eanston  and  other  places  between  here  and  Golds- 
borough,  and  reqaest  to  know  whether  these  men  are  compelled  to  |)er- 
form  the  dnties  therein  stated  oontraiy  to  their  parole  of  honor.  Some 
time  during  the  latter  part  of  November  Sur^n  Hunt,  post  surgeon 
at  Washington,  K  0.,  while  taking  a  ride  outmde  of  our  lines,  was  fired 
upon  by  parties  in  ambush  and  killed  immediately.  His  person  was 
nfled,  and,  among  other  things,  a  watch  was  taken  fh>m  him  which  his 
relatives  are  very  anxious  to  obtain  possession  of.  If  it  is  within  your 
power  ^nll  you  please  have  this  watdi  returned  t 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 


DXPABTMBNT  OF  NOBTH  OABOLINA, 

NewBemej  N.  0.,  Beoember  29, 1882. 
M%|.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fostbb, 

Oammandingy  <£o. : 

GiSNBBAL:  I  have  been  informed  that  a  portion  of  the  forces  of  the 
enemies  of  the  XTnited  States  recently  invaded  the  county  of  Washing- 
ton and.  among  other  depredations  committed  upon  innocent  dticens, 
they  seized  and  carried  away  against  their  consent  and  against  the 
consent  of  their  owners  a  large  number  of  slaves.  From  the  home  of 
Mr.  M.  Bowen  they  took  away  several  of  his  negroes  who  had  been 
fidthfhl  to  him,  and  whom  he  protected  and  humanely  supported.  This 
outrage  has  not  the  defense  attempted  for  the  African  slave  trade,  ^*  that 
it  brought  uncivilized  beings  under  the  influence  of  Ohristianity  and 
civilization.''  This  robbery  takes  dviUzed  beings  from  thdr  feunilies 
and  homes:  it  deprives  a  kind  master  of  his  property  and  punishea 
slaves  for  thehr  fidelity  to  him.  I  cannot  believe  the  good  people  of 
North  Garolina  will  justify  such  conduct.  To  l^e  barbarous  and  will- 
fhl  burning  of  the  town  of  Plymouth  by  the  enemy  vour  attention  has 
already  been  called,  and  of  that  nothing  more  need  be  said.  As  the 
voice  of  civil  authority  outside  of  our  lines  has  no  longer  any  potency, 
I  solicit  your  intervention  with  those  commanding  tiie  forces  of  the 
so-called  Oonfederate  States,  that  we  mi^  ascertain  by  what  rules  this 
war  is  to  be  conducted,  and  whether  those  negroes  to  whom  I  have 
referred  are  to  be  delivered  up  to  those  to  whom  their  services  may  be 
due. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c., 

ED.  STA:BrLY, 
Military  Oovemor^  dtc. 


o(»BEapoiii>racB,  ETC.— ^mnoH. 


Ahlraeifiom  StUmnif  tkeDtfortmrnai 


f  0/ FlrfMo,  JM.  Om.  Ah>  J.  I>iz  « 
l8aa  (itaifaarUn  Firt  Mownt,  Ta.). 


ftrtMimnt.  7:—Mti,i 

Af(  jr«if«;— CeL  &IL  AUOrO 
U  Hn  York  Isttntrr 


G«B.J.A.DUud  4l 


Oiiit  — iiiiaiij  miiilii , 

XiM,y^^&S.  G«o.K.  I.  Ttal*  udataff... 

AltlllBIT"""..'''  "^^/ J^ I J^^'^^ '.'.'.'.'."." 

CmliT 

At^  ro^M^H-OoKnl  Poet  iBdiUff.... 

Bilndlir-OnHnJ  CoTMnn'*  brlgad*. 

Ci£&&F<Ml«r,  rint PtVTbdwiTBrlgBJ* 

0sLA.ecUi,6MasdFi«*lilim  BT4E»d>. 

UM*.O.J.Baan.i*^     .         _ 
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Arms  Oorpi),  Mai,  Ben.  J.  0.  Jb»ter,  V.  8.  Armg,  eommmiding,  Deetm 


naa  DrriBioir. 


Brig.  Oen.  Henkt  W.  Wn 


nniBrtg*it. 

Brig.  Qan.  LxwtB  C.  Htmr. 

eeth  H«w  York,  Llent.  Col.  A.  J.  WeU- 

92d    Sew  Tork,  Llenb  Col.  Hiram  An- 

denonjr. 
96th  New  Yorl,  Capt.  OeorueW.  nioiU. 
eBtb  PenDBflvulin,  Cul.  J.  B.  Howell. 
lOlBt  PeunajlvuiiA,  Lieut.  Col.  D.H.Ar- 


Col.  TBOMAfl  O. 


lOlh  Conoeetieni,  Uent.  C«L  Bobart  Lac- 

gett. 
!4tb  HaoMchoBetta,  Lient  Col.  V.  A.  Oa- 


ITVATUOBXa 


Awt»r]f»  Brigade. 

Col.  T.  J.  C.  Amort. 

17th  UMMiohiuetU,Ueat.  Cal.  J.  F.  Pel- 


U^tBrittUh. 

Col.  B.  C.  Ima. 

5th  "—-'"--'I-,  CoL  Oeorg*  B.  Fell* 


I  4eth  UMMohoaetta,  CoL  Oeofga  Bowlw. 


*  The  division  uid  nnrnttkched  brindat  weic  mFuiiwd  and ^ 

«nad  hj  General  Order*,  No.  84,  He>dqQuten  EtBhteenth  Annf  Coipa,  DeoHnbw 
%  1863.    The  ngimental  conmundeTB  In  Flnt  Diridon  ue  given  m  alUed  in  that 
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Brig.  Qeo.  Chablbs  A.  Hsokman. 

3d  MMaacbnaefeta,  Col.  Silae  P.  Biob- 

mond. 
8th  Maasachiuettfl,  Col.  Fred.  J.  Coffin. 
23d   Masfiacbiuetta,  Mi^.  John  0.  Cbam- 

ben. 
9th  New  Jeney,  Mi^.  Abram  Zabriakie. 


Brig.  Gen.  James  H.  T^kdub. 

3d  New  York  (eleyen  oompanieeXMi^ 

H.  M.  Stone. 
23d   New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Bansom. 
)Mih  New  York  Battery,  Capt  J.  £.  Lee. 
l8t  Bhode  Island,  Battery  F,  Capt.  J. 

Beltfer. 
1st  U.  S.,  Battery  C,  Llent.  C.  Hook. 


Third  Now  York,  CoL  &H.]fiz. 
DMtAOHMMNT  FOVBTS  ABMY  OOMPB. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hbmrt  M.  Naoub. 


11th  Ifaine,  Col.  H.  M.  Pbiisted. 
56th  NewYork,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  J.  Wheeler. 
Hist  New  York,  CoL  J.  J.  De  Forest. 
9eth  New  York,  Col.  Charles  Dorkee. 
100th  New  York,  Col.  George  B.  Dandy. 


Independent  New  York  Battalion,  Uont. 

CoL  Felix  Comfort. 
62d  PennsylTanla,  CoL  John  C.  Dodge. 
104th PennsyWania,    Lieat.  GoL  TTd. 

Hart. 


Hbadquabtebs  FmsT  Bbigadb, 
Marehead  City,  N.  0.,  January  1, 1883. 

Lieat.  Ool.  D.  T.  Van  Bubbn,  Fortress  Monroe : 

Colonel  :  I  woald  respectfully  report  the  arrival  at  this  port  of  ti.e 
steamer  Cahawba^  with  the  Eleventh  Maine  and  Ninety-eighth  New 
York.  We  found  entering  the  harbor  just  before  us  the  Kennebec, 
with  the  Eighty-first  New  York,  and  that  the  Belvidere  had  discharged 
the  One  hundredth  New  York.  Off  Hatteras  we  parted  our  hawser  and 
1^  the  ship  Moutebello.  Soon  thereafter  the  wind  shifted  to  the  west 
and  afterward  to  the  northwest,  which  will  insure  her  prompt  arrival. 
The  two  monitors  behaved  admirably,  and  altibough  we  htul  quite  a 
heavy  blow  they  stood  it  with  no  apparent  difficulty.  At  daylight  of 
the  3L3t,  when  we  saw  them  last,  the  storm  had  abated  and  tiie  indica- 
tions were  all  very  favorable. 

I  have  to  report  to  General  Foster  at  1  p.  m. 
Yeiy  respeotfolly.  Ac, 

HENBY  H.  NAGLEE, 

Brigadier '  OeneraL 


FOBT  MoNBOE,  Ya.,  January  1, 1863. 
General  Yible,  Nor/oik : 

1  learn  that  a  leading  citizen  of  Norfolk  has  been  trying  to  incite  the 
soldiers  of  the  Ninety-ninth  Now  York  to  murder  negroes.  If  there  is 
such  a  feeling  existing  the  procession  which  is  to  take  place  today 
must  be  watched  and,  if  necessary,  stopped,  not  only  on  account  of  the 
feeling  i-eferred  to  but  for  the  security  of  the  negroes  themselves. 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 

Major-QeneraL 

•  First  Brigade,  Peok'a  diviaioii. 
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NOBVOIK,  Jmmarf  1, 1863. 
M^jor-Ctoneral  Dix: 

I  have  taken  every  precaation  to  prevent  dlBtarbanoeB  to-day.  I 
know  the  prooeesion  will  be  a  sooroe  cST  deep  mortification  to  the  inso- 
lent secessionists  here,  bnt  I  have  not  felt  Uke  pleasing  them  by  stop- 
lifaig  it.  It  will  be  certainly  very  harmless  as  £ur  as  the  neiproes  are 
concerned.  If  I  knew  the  name  of  the  person  yon  refer  to  I  wonld  ar- 
rest him. 

BGBBBT  L.  YIBLB, 

Brigadter-OmemL 

NoBVOiXi  Jammmtf  1, 186S. 
M^jor-Gtoneral  Dix: 

The  procession  passed  off  withoataoydiatorbanoe.  There  were  abcmt 
4|000  persons  in  it. 

BOBBBT  L.  YIBLB, 

Brigadter-€lm0rmL 

FOBT  MomtOB,  Ya^ 

Janmarg  2, 1868—4  p.  m. 

M%jor-General  HAUiBOK,  Om^eral-hhOkirf^  and 
General  M.  0.  Meios,  Quarterwuuter'Cfmsral : 

I  have  been  exceeding^  nnlncky  in  nmtd  to  transports  for  troops 
to  North  Carolina.  The  Kew  York  and  Georgia,  after  being  loaded, 
were  given  up  as  nnseaworthy.  The  Belvidere  retomed  ftom  Beanfort 
the  day  before  yesterday  for  a  second  load,  broken  down,  and  has  gone 
to  Baltimore  for  repairs.  The  Oonnecticat  was  loaded  with  wagons 
and  horses,  and  came  down  from  Yorktown  this  morning,  bat  her  crew 
refhsed  to  go  to  sea.  On  examination  she  also  proves  nnseaworthy, 
and  I  am  now  trying  to  get  the  John  Brooks  to  take  tiiem.  She  has 
jost  arrived  for  service  at  Washington,  and  her  captain  objects  to  going 
to  sea.  as  her  boilers  are  on  her  gaards.  The  weather  is  very  fine  and 
I  think  she  will  go.  In  that  case  the  Oonnecticat  will  take  her  place  at 
Washington.  Ten  thonsand  troops  have  gone;  there  are  2,000  to  go. 
The  Gahawba  should  have  been  back  last  mght  with  a  transport  sailing 
vessel  in  tow.  If  they  get  in  to-night  there  will  be  time  to  meet  General 
Foster's  arrangements.  I  thought  you  ought  to  know  the  insufficiency 
of  your  steamboats  for  emergencies. 

JOHI7  A.  DIX, 

Ma^for-OeieruL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YmamiA.  Sbvbnth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Port  Monroe^  January  3, 1863. 
Mbj.  Gen.  J.  G.  FosTsa, 

Oammanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

Gbnebax  :  We  have  been  very  unfortunate  in  transports.  We  have 
had  to  unload  two,  and  two  others  returned  here  from  Beaufort  broken 
down.  To-night  I  send  yon  1,000  men  in  the  Gahawba;  to-morrow,  800 
in  the  Expounder.  There  will  be  but  100  or  200  left ;  these  I  expect  to 
send  to-morrow  night. 

The  aggregate  force  I  have  set  apart  for  you  is  14,000.  Yon  will 
have  12,000  efTectives.    I  retain  the  sick. 


4F.XXX.J  C0BBE8P0NDENCE    ETC. — ^UMION.  508 


I  bebeve  everything  haa  been  done  that  was  possible.  If  onr  trans- 
ports had  not  fiiiled  every  man  would  have  been  wit^  yon  to-day.  As 
it  iS|  the  last  will  only  be  two  days  behind. 

Wishing  yon  every  suooess,  I  am,  yonrs,  truly, 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

nNOFFI0IAL.J  HDQBS.  DEPT.  OF  YntGINIA,  SEVENTH  A.  0., 

Fart  Monroe^  Jamuiry  3, 1863. 
[M%|or-Qeneral  Hjlllbok:] 

My  Deab  Obnebal:  When  I  came  here  I  undertook  to  examine  all 
cases  of  disloyalty  and  misdemeanors  of  all  sorts,  but  I  was  oomi)elled 
to  give  it  up.  T&  relieve  myself  of  this  labor,  impossible  for  me  to 
Iierform,  I  appointed  a  provost  jud^e,  who  has  tried  all  such  cases  and 
sentenced  to  punishment.  All  capitu  cases  have  been  referred  to  mil- 
itary commissions.  Those  which  have  been  brought  before  him  are 
cases  of  theft,  rioting,  &c  The  criminals  were  boUi  black  and  white. 
The  highest  penalty  he  has  ever  inflicted  is  imprisonment  for  sixty 
days.  My  authority  to  issue  such  an  order  has  been  questioned.  To 
me  it  seems  very  dear.  There  is  no  dvil  magistrate  in  this  county,  or, 
indeed,  in  any  part  of  the  territory  constituting  my  department.  I 
shoidd  be  glad,  if  I  am  right,  to  be  fortified  by  your  opinion,  which  I 
onlyaskformyownsadsfiBustion.  A  single  word  in  reply  will  oolige  me. 
I  am,  dear  shr,  truly,  yours, 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

tiMlotax*.] 
OSNBBAI.  QbDBBB,  )  HBADQUABTEBS  AbMY  OOBPS, 

No.  6.  )  Fort  Manroej  Fa.,  Jime  27  j  1862. 

Capt.  John  A.  Bolles,  aide-de-camp,  is  hereby  appointed  provost  judge, 
and  as  such  authorized  and  ordered  to  hold  a  court  for  the  trial  of  all 
cases,  civil  and  criminal  (not  military),  that  may  arise  within  the  limits 
of  tliis  command  and  be  brought  before  him,  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations as  he  may  establish ;  said  court  to  be  held  at  such  times  and 
places  within  this  command*  as  he  may  designate. 

Captain  Bolles  will  appoint  one  or  more  provost  clerks,  whose  duty 
it  will  be,  under  his  direction^^ to  issue  all  (nrders,  writs,  and  processes 
requisite  to  the  prompt  and  efficient  administration  of  justice,  and  also 
to  preserve  fuQ  and  accurate  records  of  the  proceedings  of  said  court. 
The  several  provost-marshaLs  and  thehr  deputies  to  whom  such  orders, 
writs,  and  processes  are  directed  will  execute  the  same,  without  delay, 
in  accordance  with  the  precepts  therein  contained,  and  the  same  will  be 
respected  and  obeyed  as  orders  from  these  headquarters. 

FuU  authority  is  given  to  Oaptain  Bolles  as  provost  judge  to  hear  and 
try  all  causes,  civil  and  criminal  (not  military),  wMch  may  come  before 
him,  and  to  determine  and  decide  the  same  as  flEur  as  may  be  conforma- 
ble with  the  established  laws  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  several 
States  applicable  thereto,  and  where  such  laws  are  not  applicable  or 
are  not  suSfficient  for  the  ends  of  justice,  according  to  his  best  judgment 
and  understanding  of  the  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  good  con- 
science, subject  in  all  cases  to  appeal  from  his  decisions  to  the  majar- 
general  of  the  army  corps. 

By  command  of  M%jor-Oeneral  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUKBN, 
AjuUtant-A^futant-  O&nerak 
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Fort  Monbob,  Va.,  Jamuarjf  3^  1863. 

M.  C.  Mbios,  Quartermaster-Oeneral : 

The  Expounder  has  jnst  retarned  in  good  order  and  leaves  again  to- 
morrow. U  I  can  have  the  Spanlding  oy  to-morrow  night  I  can  close 
up  in  time  for  Qeneral  Foster,  leaving  nothing  undone.  The  storm 
which  destroyed  the  monitor  and  crippled  two  of  our  steamers  took  two 
of  our  sailing-vessel  transports  firom  their  tugs.  One  was  recovered 
and  the  other  is  no  doubt  safe.  Over  10,000  troops  have  reached  tlieir 
destination.  One  thousand  go  to-morrow  morning  and  800  to-morrow 
night 

JOHN  A.  DTK, 

Suffolk,  JamMory  3, 1863. 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Dix,  Fart  Monroe: 

Ferry  reports  an  increase  of  field  artilleiy  on  the  Blackwater  to  four 
fidl  batteries.  He  says  they  have  a  shot-proof  battery  of  two  heavy 
guns  at  Franklin,  made  of  railroad  iron ;  also  a  four-gun  work  at  Black - 
water  Bridge,  on  each  side  of  the  rivco^  firom  which  point  they  can  flank 
and  threaten  our  columns  moving  on  Franklin  or  Znni.  Have  you  any 
sand-bags  to  spare  for  our  works  t 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqjor'OenerdL 

FOBT  MoimoE,  January  4, 1863. 
M^]or-(}eneral  Pbok,  Suffolk : 

General  Foster's  transports  are  at  Winfleld.  If  it  is  thought  best  let 
the  rest  of  the  troops  march  there  with  three  days'  rations.  If  not,  send 
down  one  or  two  companies  of  cavalry  with  an  order  to  the  transports 
to  return  to  New  Berne.  In  the  latter  case  advise  me,  that  I  may  send 
a  topographical  officer  to  take  some  notes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

JHqjor-Generdl. 

Suffolk,  January  4, 1863. 
M%jor-6eneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

After  consultation,  Ferry  will  march  in  the  morning  to  the  point  indi- 
cated in  your  telegrajn.  I  deem  it  best  to  send  a  squadron  along.  Will 
send  more  women  [cavalry  f]  if  yon  think  best. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqjor-GeneroL 

FoBT  MONBOB,  January  4, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Pbok,  BuffoUc: 

I  think  a  squadron  enough.  You  are  the  best  judge  fix>m  the  infor- 
mation you  possess.  General  Foster  passed  through  here  to-day  to 
Washington^nd  will  be  at  New  Berne  on  Wednesday  night.  He  says 
the  road  to  Winfleld  is  not  through  Gatesville,  but  through  Sunbury 

and  Mintonsville.* 

•  •••••• 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-General, 


*  Some  matten  of  detail  omitted. 
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FoBT  MoimoB,  Jamtary  4,  1863. 
M^jor-General  Pbok,  &i»ffolk: 

How  many  men  have  been  sent  fix>m  Suffolk,  including  Spinola's  com- 
mand, which  marched  to  the  Chowan,  and  the  Fifty-eighth  Pennsyl- 
vania,  which  went  to  Norfolk  this  morning  f 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Oeneral. 

Sttpfolk,  Jammary  4, 1863. 
imor-Oeneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

Biz  thousand  seven  hundred  and  four  have  gone,  independent  of  Wes- 
aells;  1,200  to  go. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mt^or-OenerdL 

Hbadquabtebs  Eighteenth  Abmt  Oobps, 

New  Bemey  N,  (7.,  January  5, 1803. 
M%j.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oommainding  Department  of  Virginia : 

Oenebal:  Your  dispatch  to  Migor-General  Foster,  who  is  absent, 
was  delivered  this  10  a.  m. 

The  troops  referred  to  by  you,  ^'Naglee's  brigade,"  have  all  arrived, 
the  only  loss  being  one  mule  that  jumped  overboard  on  the  night  of  the 
storm  of  December  30.  Of  General  Ferry's  brigade,  the  One  hundred 
and  seventy-fourth  Pennsylvania  and  the  Sixty-second  Ohio  have  ar- 
rived. The  Passaic,  although  bad^  strained,  is  under  repair,  and  the 
prospects  of  rendering  her  immediately  serviceable  are  entirdy  satis- 
factory. 

The  Montauk  arrived  off  the  harbor  of  Beaufort  yesterday  morning, 
when  the  coast  pilot,  in  foolishly  attempting  to  enter,  ran  aground  upon 
the  outer  bar.  I  am  most  happy  to  advise  you  that  the  vessel  floated 
as  the  tide  flooded  and  came  in  without  hiurm,  having  made  tiie  voyage 
in  the  most  satisfisMstory  manner. 
I  am,  truly,  yours, 

HENBY  M.  NAGLEE, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


BUFFOIJC,  January  7, 1803. 
M%for-General  Dix: 

General  Ferry  is  at  Holly  Springs,  near  Winfield.  No  transx)orts 
are  there,  and  he  is  out  of  rations,  which  I  am  sending  him.  The  trans- 
ports sailed  for  New  Berne  Monday.    What  shall  he  do  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-Oeneral, 


Weldon,  N.  O.,  January  7  [0],  1803. 

M%j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  A., 

Oomdg,  Eighteenth  Army  Oorps^  New  Beme^  N,  0. : 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  com- 
munication of  the  31st  ultimo  and  a  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  yon 
by  Edward  Stanly,  who  signs  himself  Military  Governor  of  North  Oar- 
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olina.  In  relation  to  prisoners  of  war  when  they  have  been  paroled  1 
can  say  that  never  to  my  knowledge  have  they  been,  nor  have  I  ever 
heard  of  their  having  been,  employed  in  the  performanoe  of  any  duly 
for  Uie  Government.  As  my  Government  has  so  faithfolly  respected 
the  parole  of  prisoners  I  am  the  more  astonished  that  yon  shoald  have 
brought  a  merely  hearsay  romor  that  came  to  the  ears  of  the  editor  of 
the  Ealeigh  Standard  to  my  notice,  when  an  order  was  issued  from  the 
War  Department  of  tilie  United  States  requiring,  as  I  remember,  paroled 
prisoners  to  instruct  recruits,  garrison  fortresses  in  the  rear  of  toe  army, 
and  gaaid  prisoners.  While  our  press — as  the  extract  yon  send  me 
shows— would  denounce  such  violations  of  a  parole  of  honor,  I  have 
seen  yours  teeming  with  the  demand  that  the  prisoners  yoa  have  cap- 
tured and  paroled  should  be  sent  to  Minnesota  to  repel  the  Indians  then 
at  war  with  your  people.  Ton  ask  me  to  answer  whether  the  acts  com- 
plained of  by  Governor  Stanly  have  my  sanction, "  and  whether,  as  he 
desires  to  know,  the  negroes  mentioned  will  be  returned  to  their  mas- 
ter?"  His  allegation  is  that  our  forces  recently  invaded  the  county  of 
Washington  and,  among  other  depredations  committed  upon  innocent 
citizens,  we  seized,  carried  away,  against  the  consent  of  their  owners,  a 
large  number  of  slaves ;  that  f^m  the  house  of  Mr.  M.  Bowen  we  took 
away  several  of  his  negroes  who  had  been  faithful  to  him  and  whom  he 
protected  and  humanely  supported ;  that  this  outrage  has  not  the  de- 
fense attempted  for  the  African  slave  trade—"  that  it  brought  uncivilized 
beings  under  the  influence  of  Ohristianily  and  civilization ; "  that  this 
robbery  takes  civilized  beings  from  their  families  and  homes ;  it  de- 
prives a  kind  master  of  his  proi)erty  and  punishes  slaves  for  their 
fidelity  to  him.  It  is  true  our  forces  did  invade  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington, and  the  of&cer  in  command  did  report  to  me  that  he  bron^rhv 
out  with  him  some  nc^groes.  Mr.  Stauly  is  a  representative  of  the 
United  States  Government,  and  I  take  it  for  granted  speaks  by  au- 
thority, and  if  it  be  the  determination  of  your  Government  to  deliver 
up  to  their  owners  the  100,000  slaves  you  have  stolen  from  their  kind 
and  humane  masters  I  am  sure  my  Government  will  immediately  cause 
this  one  little  act  of  ''robbery"  to  be  discountenanced  and  cause  the 
negroes  to  be  restored,  and  thus  return  to  their  kind  masters  their 
property;  and  to  this  end  I  will  transmit  to  the  proper  authority  your 
communication  and  Mr.  Stanly's  letter. 

As  it  is  an  acknowledged  principle  among  Christian  nations  to  re- 
spect private  property  on  land  I  am  sure  my  Government  will  hail  this 
as  an  evidence  that  hereafter  yon  will  cease  to  deprive  private  citizens 
of  their  private  propertv.  I  deplore  as  much  as  Mr.  Stanly  does  this 
taking  of  civilized  beings  from  their  families  and  homes  and  depriving 
owners  of  their  property,  and  1  would  it  were  the  only  robbery  of  the 
kind  that  has  occurred ;  but  so  many  have  been  committed  by  the  forces 
of  the  United  States  that  it  is  now  regarded  as  legitimate  and  proper, 
''fit  and  necessary  war  measure."  As  Mr.  Stanly  says  the  voice  of  civil 
authority  outside  your  lines  has  no  longer  any  potency,  you  may  rest 
assured  I  will  do  all  in  my  power  to  have  those  negroes  delivered  up  to 
those  to  whom  their  services  may  be  due,  and  will  in  every  wuy  dis- 
countenance and  forbid  negro  stealing,  and  in  this  I  am  sure  both  you 
and  the  good  people  of  North  Carolina  will  justify  me. 

I  do  not  thmk  the  town  of  Plymouth  was  barbarously  and  willfully 
burned,  but,  as  reports  to  me,  a  house  was  fired  in  which  your  troops 
made  a  stand  and  from  which  they  fired  on  our  troops.  Such  things 
wHl  happen  in  war,  and  often  for  no  cause  except  the  spirit  of  destruc- 
tion, as  seen  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  the  Potomaoi  Boanoke, 
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BiqiiMdliaimook,  and  the  James  Biven,  where  cities,  towns,  and  private 
residenoes,  as  a  role,  have  been  bomed  or  battered  down  by  your  land 
and  naval  forces. 

I  regret  very  mach  that  in  this  street  fight  a  woman  was  killed.  It 
was  first  bitynght  to  my  knowledge  by  a  letter  which  was  received  from 
jon,  and  it  should  be  regretted  that  accidents  of  the  same  kind  occurred 
from  the  batteries  of  General  Bomside  when  they  opened  on  the  city  of 
Fredericksburg. 

Surgeon  Hunt  was  riding  with  a  party  of  soldiers  when  he  was  killed, 
and  in  the  official  rex)ort  to  me  he  was  (Mdled  and  believed  to  be  a  lieu- 
tenant in  command  of  a  scouting  party.  I  will  at  once,  generaL  write 
to  the  captain  of  the  company  to  which  the  attacking  force  bdonged 
and  do  all  in  my  power  to  find  the  watch,  and  if  succ^Nsftd  will  send  it 
to  you  that  you  may  place  it  in  the  hands  of  his  relatives. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  PBBNOH, 
Mqior-Om^erdlj  Cammandmg. 


FoBT  MoKBOB,  January  7, 18G3. 
M%jor-General  'BeoKj  Suffolk: 

General  Foster  is  here  and  is  leaving  for  New  Berne.  Will  send  the 
transports  back  immediately.  The  officer  in  charge  was  to  have  awaited 
your  orders.  I  fear  thoy  cannot  be  back  till  Saturday.  If  you  cannot 
keep  Ferry  supplied  with  rations  he  must  forage  on  the  country.  Send 
him  a  courier.  It  may  be  necessary  to  keep  &e  enemy's  attention  oc- 
cupied in  the  direction  of  Franklin  so  that  Ferry  may  not  be  molested. 
I  expect  to  send  yon  more  troops  shortly.  Bosecrans'  victory  is  com- 
plete. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-Oenerah 


Suffolk,  January  8, 1863 
Mi^or-General  Dix: 

Spear  was  still  near  Holland's  at  6  p.  m.,  and  reports  a  very  large  force 
of  the  enemy  going  down  toward  Windsor  to-day. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


TJkstkd  Statbs  Flag-ship  AfnnnssoTA, 

Sampton  BoadSj  Va.j  Jamutry  8, 1863. 

|[%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oomfiumding  Sevmth  Army  Vorp8y  Fart  Monroe: 

Genbb AL :  I  have  to  acquaint  you  with  the  fact  that  I  was  prevented 
from  entering  the  gate  in  front  of  headquarters  this  evening  by  the  sen- 
tinel on  post  there.  I  complain  not  of  the  sentinel,  but  of  the  order  un- 
der which  he  represented  that  he  acted  after  I  hod  announced  my  name 
and  station. 

I  am,  sir,  resj^ectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Actg.  BBor'AdmiraXj  Oomdg.  N,  AtUmtie  Blockadmg  Squadron. 
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FoBT  MomiOB,  Ya.,  Jaimmf  9, 1883. 
M%j.  Qen.  H.  W.  HAU.ECK. 

The  enemy  appeared  yesterday  in  considerable  force  on  this  side  of 
the  Black  water,  and  has  been  attackingonr  pickets  abont  12  mUes  from 
Suffolk  with  all  arms  since  morning.  The  Eichmond  papers  mention 
that  a  large  number  of  our  troops  have  been  withdrawn  and  sent  to 
North  Carolina,  and  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the  enemy  should  con- 
centrate a  heavy  force  and  attack  us,  umesa  t£e  Army  of  the  Potomac 
can  keep  him  bni^. 

JOHN  A.  DE^ 


FoBT  HomiOBi  Va.,  Jamtmty  9, 188a. 

M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OeneraHn-Ohirf: 

The  One  hundred  and  fifteenth  New  York,  which  yon  sent  me  last 
week,  is  ordered  to  the  Depiurtment  of  the  South  by  Secretary  of  War, 
for  burning  the  barracks  at  Chicago.*  The  regiment  is  at  Torktown, 
where  I  am  weak,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  take  any  troops  from  Suffolk  to 
supply  its  place.    Can  yon  not  send  me  another  regiment  f 

JOHN  A,  DIX, 
Mt^or-Oenerdlj  Commanding. 


Nbw  Bbbnb,  N.  C,  Janmary  9,  1883. 

Lieut.  Col.  SouTHAUD  Hoffman, 

Assistant  Adjutant  Oeneralj  Eighteenth  Army  Carps: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  the  report  of  M%|.  George 
W.  Cole,  of  this  regiment,  of  a  reconnaissance  made  by  him  toward 
Core  Creek;  also  in  regard  to  the  alarm  at  our  picket  station  at  the 
brick-yard,  near  railrofMl  bridge,  on  the  evening  of  the  7th  instant. 
I  am,  colonel,  very  respecdfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

SIMON  H.  MIX, 
CoUmelf  Gmnmanding  Third  New  Y(Hrh  Volmnteer  Ca/ialry. 


Nbw  Bebne,  JanvMry  8, 1883. 

OoL  S.  H.  Mix, 

Command/ing  Third  New  T&rk  Volunteer  CawUiry: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  having  obeyed  the  order  and 
proceeded  to  the  fork  of  the  Dover  and  Neuse  roads.  I  sent  detach- 
ments to  the  bridges  on  Core  Creek,  and  also  to  Street's  Ferry.  Lien- 
tenant  Hall,  of  Company  G,  went  within  30  feet  of  the  bridge  on  the 
Dover  road,  learning  that  a  company  of  Whitford's  were  holding  the 
rifle-pits  beyond  and  were  daily  coming  across— several  yesterday. 

Captain  Pierce  went  within  300  ;f  ar&,  or  near  it,  of  the  bridge  on  the 
Neuso  road;  found  no  pickets  in  sight,  but  learned  that  Captain  Avi- 
rett,  of  Alabama,  with  abont  90  men,  was  holding  the  pits  on  the  Neuse, 
and  that  some  20  of  his  men  were  passing  the  r^GKi  a  few  hours  before, 

•  Cipher. 
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Sergeant  6arrett|  with  a  squad  of  men,  went  to  Streel^s  Feiiy  and  ex- 
changed thirty  or  forty  shots  across  the  river  witii  some  of  the  enemy 
posted  there.  He  also  bnmed  a  picket  station  on  this  side  of  the  river 
but  destroyed  no  boats.  Meanwhile  I  thoroughly  sconred  the  country 
on  the  right  of  the  railroad,  from  Gore  Creek  to  Batchelder's,  finding 
none  of  the  enemy  or  any  sign  of  their  being  encamped.  Having  accom- 
plished the  order,  and  having  no  forage  to  last  over  night,  I  marched 
(after  feeding  at  the  bridge)  my  command  to  their  respective  camps, 
where  they  are  at  5  p.  m.  iJiis  day  in  excellent  condition.  I  believe 
from  what  I  can  learn  there  are  less  than  500  of  the  enemy  holding 
the  country  at  and  beyond  Gore  Greek.  Found  the  roads  beyond 
Batcheldei's  Greek  very  good,  but  this  side  very  bad  indeed. 
Bespectfully, 

GEO.  W.  GOLB, 
Mqf&Tf  Third  New  Torh  Volunteer  Cavalry, 

New  Berne,  January  9,  [1863.] 
GoL  B.  H.  Mix. 

Oammanaing  Third  New  Forlr  Volunteer  Cavalry: 

OoLONBL:  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  in  obedience  to  orders,  in 
regard  to  the  alarm  at  the  brick-yu^  picket  camp  near  railroad  bridge, 
in  charge  of  Gaptain  Doane,  Forty-third  Massachusetts  Regiment,  on 
the  night  of  January  7 : 

I  was  with  my  command  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  at  about  10 
o^dock  several  muskets  were  fired  at  the  station  of  Gaptain  Doane, 
and  messengers  sent  to  And  the  cause  stated,  through  Gaptain  Whytal, 
commanding  post,  that  Gaptain  Doane  ^^had  seen  the  enemy" — saw 
bayonets  glisten;  they  were  coming  out  in  the  open  field — and  Uiat 
Gaptain  Doane  requested  the  cavabry  sent  down,  &o.  Having  been 
consulted  by  Gaptain  Whytal  in  regard  to  firing  the  monitor,  I  thought 
it  not  worth  while,  but  he,  knowing  the  parties,  must  judge.  Presently 
I  heard  her  four  shots ;  one  shell  exploded.  I  then  sent  Lieutenant 
Sheldon,  Gompany  K,  Third  New  York  Gavalry,  and  Gaptain  Pond, 
Gompany  M,  to  make  personal  examination,  and  they  reported  <*  no 
sign  of  an  enemy,"  as  I  supposed  at  first  firom  the  character  of  tiie 
firing ;  about  thirty  or  forty  shots  in  all.  All  was  then  quiet. 
Bespectfully, 

GEO.  W.  GOLE, 
Major  J  Third  New  Yorh  Volunteer  Cavalry. 


Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  January  10, 18G3. 

Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hajllbok, 

Oenerdl-in-Ohitf : 

I  have  sent  the  following  to  General  Peck  at  Suffolk : 

I  liATe  reliable  information  from  Biohmond  that  10,000  infantry,  600  oaTahy,  and 
two  batteriee  of  artUlery,  with  from  150  to  200  wagons  left  Biohmond  on  Tuesday  last, 
eroning  the  James  RiTor.  The  wagons  would  indicate  that  they  were  not  goiug  far 
•onth.  It  will  be  well  to  set  inqninee  on  foot  in  the  direction  of  the  Blackwater.  and 
Cohmf  1  Spear  of  thi  possibility  of  his  being  assailed  by  a  superior  foroe. 

JOH2^  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oeneralj  OommamUng. 
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SXJTFOLX,  Va^  Jamuury  10, 1863. 
MiyorQeneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

Eeports  from  the  front  state  the  enemy's  force  in  the  region  of  Wind- 
sor at  6,000,  with  six  pieces — ^probablv  firom  fonr  to  six.  Bpear  ad- 
vanced so  fax  toward  Somerton  yesterday  that  he  could  not  possibly 
g)t  to  the  position  indicated  nntil  ten  or  twelve  horns  after  l&e  time, 
e  most  now  be  near  Windsor  with  4^000,  and  ten  pieces. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK^ 

Mti^r-OmmvL 


TTnitbd  States  Flackship  MnmESOTA, 

Nowpwrt  NewSj  Fa.,  Janwury  10, 1803. 

M%j.  Qen.  John  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Oorps.  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. : 

Obnebal  :  Your  reply  to  my  communication  of  Thursday  evening 
was  received  yesterday,  and  I  am  very  mnch  gratified  by  the  Idnd  terms 
in  which  yon  express  yonr  regret  at  tiie  occurrence  referred  to. 

T  desire  to  thmk  you  for  referring  to  me  the  letter  of  the  master  of 
the  steamer  Champion*  on  the  31st  ultimo,  and  to  state  that  Oommander 
Foxhall  A.  Parker,  senior  naval  officer  in  York  River  and  vicinity,  re- 
ported to  me  in  reply  to  my  inquiries  with  regard  to  the  supposed 
violation  of  the  blockade  at  Mob  Jack  Bay,  as  observed  by  Captain 
Low,  that  vessels  in  heavy  weather  or  when  wind-bound  have  been 
accustomed  to  make  a  harbor  of  that  bay  under  the  protection  of  the 
guns  of  the  United  States  steamer  Crusader.  Hence  probably  the  error 
of  Gaptttb  Low.  Commander  Parker  is  confident  firom  his  knowledge 
of  the  blockade  in  that  vicinity  that  nothing  larger  than  a  canoe  has 
succeeded  in  running  that  blockade  since  November  19,  and  even  then 
under  fovor  of  night  or  thick  weather. 

I  wHl  always  be  glad  to  hear  of  any  attempt  to  evade  or  violate  the 
blockade.  In  this  spirit  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  the  officer  command- 
ing the  United  States  steamer  Stepping  Stones  reported  to  me  under 
date  of  the  dd  as  follows : 

Hie  most  popular  route  fbr  tranflportation  of  goods  and  Inlbnnatlon  ftmn  Norfolk 
and  Portsmontn  appears  to  be  by  tne  Dismal  Swamp  road  and  Chowao^  and  by  this 
route  a  surprising  quantity  of  goods  are  smuggled  into  the  enemy's  lines. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfUly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBE, 
Aetg*  Bear-Admirdlf  Oomdg.  N.  AUawtie  BtodBoMng  Sqwubron. 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  Jmnmarf  10, 1803. 
Bi%|or-General  Dix: 

General  Pryor  is  in  command.  We  have  captured  messengers  with 
a  dispatch  for  him  fi*om  Franklin,  informing  him  that  a  column  of  6,000 
was  approaching,  referring  to  our  moves  yesterday. 

JOm^  J.  PEOE, 

Mafor-OenersU, 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  Jammofy  10^  1863. 
li%jor-General  Dix: 

The  following  is  correct :  Pryor  has  on  this  side  14  pieces,  7|000  inflm- 
try,  and  1,500  cavalry.    He  crossed  at  Franklin,  learning  uiat  we  were 
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moving  tbere  with  about  the  same  force.    He  told  his  fiiends  that  he 
would  be  Id  Suffolk  by  the  middle  of  the  week. 
Those  batteries  ought  to  be  here  at  once.    When  may  I  look  for  them  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqjar'Oeneral. 


SUFFOLKi  Ya.,  JamMff  10|  1863. 
Mi^or-G^eral  Dtx, 

Seventh  Army  Corp$ : 

Our  main  colnmn  reached  Windsor  about  11  a.  m.  and  has  been  joined 
by  a  portion  of  New  York  Mounted  Rifles  by  way  of  Providence  Ohuroh. 
The  enemy  falling  back:  our  troops  in  pursuit 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mafer^Oekeral. 


WAB  DXPABTMBIVT, 

Waekingtonj  January  10, 1808. 

H%ior-G^eral  Bubhbidb,  Falmouih^  Va. : 

Oeneral  I>iz  reports  that  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  has  Grossed  the 
Blackwater  and  attacked  his  pickets  at  Suffolk. 

H.  W.  HALLBOE, 


OenerdUn-dk^f. 


FoBT  MoimoB,  Ya., 
Jamtary  11, 180S— 7.30  p.  m. 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Oeneral-in'Okirf: 

M%|or-General  Foster  desires  me  to  say  tbat  he  requires  the  services 
of  a  company  of  Sapi)er8  and  Miners,  regulars,  if  possible,  and  when 
ready  to  embark,  if  it  is  not  generally  known  where  they  are  destined, 
he  would  like  to  nave  them  sent  to  Beaufort  to  report  to  the  command- 
ing officer  for  orders. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqier-C^eierdL 


FOBT  M019B0B,  YA., 

January  11, 1803—8  p.  m. 
M.  0.  Heios,  Quartermaster-Oeneral : 

Mi^or-Oeneral  Foster  desires  me  to  say  that  on  consultation  with  Ad- 
miral Lee  it  was  found  that  the  naval  vessels  would  be  folly  occupied 
in  towing  the  monitors,  and  that  they  could  not  be  relied  on  for  the 
transportation  of  troops.  He  had  theiefore  requested  Colonel  Thomas 
officially  to  take  up  any  transportation  he  thought  proper  to  replace 
the  navy  transports,  and  it  would  have  your  sanction.  He  says  he  will 
require  20,000  sand-oags  and  2,000  shovels  and  spades  in  addition  to 
those  sent  to  him.  He  wishes  them  sent  to  the  quartermaster  or  com- 
manding officer  at  Beauibrt 

JOHN  A.  DES, 

Ma^-GeueraL 
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BtmroLX,  Jmmmrf  U,  IMS. 

M%j.  Qea.  John  A.  Dix,  jFbrt  Monroe: 

A  Union  man^  who  ffiveB  infbrmation  from  the  Blackwater,  says  that 
Piyor  had  12,000  and  that  another  general  was  with  him.  The  im- 
pression is  that  he  designed  an  attack  here  at  night,  when  a  portion 
was  absent.    Onr  line  is,  by  snrvey,  over  9  miles. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mqfor-OoiordL 

BiPRCLLL  OBDBBS,  \  HDQBS.  EiaHTSBNTH  ABMT  OOSPS, 

UTo.  U.         '  §  New  Bemsj  January  11,  IMS. 

•  •••••• 

m.  General  UTaglee,  commanding  Second  Division,  will  take  the  neo* 
essary  steps  to  have  his  command  prepared  to  move.  The  division  wOl 
proceed  to  Beanfort,  K.  O.,  by  rail,  and  will  there  be  embarked.  The 
baggage  and  camp  equipage  of  the  command  will  be  taken  to  Beaofort 
by  the  troops.  T'welve  hoars'  notice  will  be  given  when  the  division  is 
to  start 

lY.  General  Wessells.  commanding  Fourth  Division,  will  take  the 
necessary  steps  to  have  nis  command  prepared  to  move.  The  division 
will  proceed  to  Beanfort,  HT.  O.,  by  rail,  and  will  there  be  embalmed. 
The  baggage  and  camp  equipage  of  the  command  will  be  taken  to  Beau* 
fbrt  by  tiie  troops.  Twelve  hoars'  notice  will  be  given  when  the  divis- 
ion is  to  start 

•  •••••• 

By  conmiand  of  Ma|.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

AeeiitaiU  A^HuUmt-ChmeraL 

GBNBSAIi  OBDBBS,  \  HDQBS.  BIGHTEBNTH  ABMY  OOBPBy 

No.  14.  §  New  Beme^  January  12,  IMS. 

The  foIlowiDg-named  officers*  are  announced  as  constituting  the  staft 
of  the  major-general  commanding,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  respected  ac- 
coidingly : 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  E.  Potter,  chief  of  the  staff;  Lieut  Ool.  Southard 
HofGo^n.  assistant  ac[jutant-general ;  Gapt  James  H.  Strong,  aide-de- 
camp and  assistant  adjutant  and  insjiector  general:  Di%f.  J.  L.  Stackpole, 
judge-advocate;  M%j.  John  F.Anderson,  senior  aide-de-camp;  M%j.  £d- 
wajS  N.  Strong,  aide-de-camp;  Gapt  George  E.  €k>nraad,  aide-de-camp; 
Gapt  Louis  Fitzgerald,  aide-de-camp ;  Gapt.  Daniel  Messinger,  jior- 
vost-marshal ;  Lieut  Gol.  Herman  Biggs,  chief  quartermaster;  Gapt 
J.  G.  Slaght,  assistant  quartermaster;  Gapt  Henry  Porter,  assistant 
quartermaster;  Gapt  William  Holden,  assistant  quartermaster;  Gapt. 

J.  J.  Bowen,  assistant  quartermaster;  Lieut  Gol.  —  ,  chief 

commissary ;  Lieut  Joseph  A.  Goldthwaito,  acting  commissary  of  sub- 
sistence; Surg.  F.  G.  BneUing,  medical  director;  Lieut  F.  U.  Farqn- 
har,  United  States  Engineer  Gorps,  chief  engineer;  Lieut  M.  F.  Prouty, 
acting  ordnance  officer;  Lieut  J.  Myers,  United  States  Ordnance  G<urps, 
ordnance  officer. 

By  command  of  M%f .  G^.  J.  G.  Foster : 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

A9si9Umt  Adfutant-OeuerdL 

•  Amended  in  Qeneral  Oid^ni  No.  20,  January  15, 18G3,  ao  as  to  include  Capt.  D.  L. 
Taylor,  as  4)hief jrignal  offloer. 
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FosT  MoNBOB,  Ya.,  Januarff  13, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallboje, 

Generairin'Okirf : 

The  flag  of  trace  JoBt  arrived  fh>in  Oity  Point  reports  great  activity 
on  the  railroad  Bonth  of  Biohmond.  Cars  were  heard  running  all  Sun- 
day night  ]  whether  on  the  road  to  the  Blaokwater  or  Weldon  is  not 
quite  certain.  I  have  reports  from  two  sources  of  the  arrival  of  a  heavy 
force  at  Zuni  and  of  .12,(M)0  men  near  Smithfleldy  on  the  James  Biver. 
(General  Peck  is  trying  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FoBT  MoiVBOB,  Ya.,  Jammmry  IS,  1888. 
ll[%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haujbok, 

I  have  just  received  the  following: 

SUVFOUE,  Ya.,  JMUMry  13,  1863. 

We  have  Just  learned  firom  reliable  women  whoee  friends  from  the  oonntry  have 
been  in  alnee  Satoiday  that  Pryor  had  18,000  men,  and  that  he  was  expecting  more 
troops;  that  they  would  hare  Bnifolk  anyhow.  GeneraUy  these  reporns  do  not  dia- 
torb  my  attentian,  bat  now  it  is  proper  to  notice  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

JfqforOencrsl. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


BunoLX,  Ya^  Jmmmrf  18»  IMS. 
lC%|or-G6n6ral  Dn: 

Spear  reports  Pryor  to  have  recroefled,  stren^ening  the  river  fttmt^ 
wldch  is  the  weakest  by  fiir  now.  In  all  probability  the  gunboats  would 
be  crippled  early. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfar-OeieraL 


FosT  MoHBOB,  Jammurff  IS,  1803. 
M%|or-06nerai  Pbok,  Suffolk : 

I  understand  from  your  dispatch  that  Pryor  is  on  the  other  side  of 
the  Blackwater.  But  I  do  not  understand  what  you  mean  when  you 
say  the  gunboats  would  in  all  probability  be  crippled  early. 

JOHN  A.  DJX, 

Mqfor-OeierdL 


BuraoLX,  Ya.,  Jmmmrf  IS,  IMS. 
lC%|or-06n6ral  Dn: 

I  intended  sajing  that  our  water  front  is  the  weakest,  and  that  I  am 
strengthening  it*  lest  the  boats  should  be  crippled  early  in  case  of  a 
heavy  attack.    Their  machinery  is,  of  course,  exposed. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

SSsB^YOL  xvm 
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Hdqbs.  Fipty-bighth  BBaiiOENTy  Pa.  Vols.,  U.  S.  A^ 

Camp  Balehelder^i  Stationy  Jcmmary  13, 1803. 

Lieut  Ool.  Southard  Hoffman, 

AuUtaM  Adfutant-Omteral : 

Sir:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  while  examining  in  person  yes- 
terday the  position  at  Tnscarora  Station  I  discovered  a  smaU  party  of 
rebel  gnerrUlas  in  the  neighborhood.  As  soon  as  practicable  I  sent 
one  of  my  companies  (K,  under  Lieutenant  Olay)  with  orders  to  move 
in  the  woods  to  the  rear  of  the  enemy  and  punish  them  for  their  au- 
dacity. Unfortunately  my  men  were  discovered  too  soon,  upon  which 
the  guerrillas  formed  (to  tiie  number  of  about  50),  but  broke  and  ran 
before  Lieutenant  Olay  could  approach  nearer  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile. 
It  being  almost  dusk,  pursuit  through  the  woods  was  impracticable. 

On  the  facts  being  reported  to  me  I  ordered  two  companies  to  be 
ready  to  move  at  2  a.  m.  (when  the  moon  would  be  up)  and  a  third  com- 
pany at  4  a.  m.  The  former  (Oompanies  B  and  I,  Oaptains  Metcalf 
and  Buyers)  were  directed  to  move  through  the  woods,  a  half  mile  on 
the  flank  of  the  railroad,  some  5  or  6  miles,  until  in  the  rear  of  the  posi- 
tion where  the  rebels  were  probably  bivouacked,  then  to  sweep  the 
woods  backwards  to  that  position.  The  other  company  (A,  Captain 
Brown)  was  directed  to  take  post  near  the  station,  so  as  to  intercept 
ftigitives  seeking  the  Tnscarora  road.  The  officers  were  also  directed 
in  case  the  guerrillas  should  be  seen  anywhere  to  follow  them  rapidly 
as  fur  as  Oore  Greek. 

My  men  have  not  yet  returned,  but  having  no  guide  and  being 
obliged  to  move  by  the  compass,  their  success  in  catching  those  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  country  is  doubtftil. 

At  dusk  and  until  about  10  p.  m.  there  was  a  large  Are  on  the  rail- 
road at  some  miles  distance  beyond  Tnscarora ;  wheSier  a  signal  or  the 
burning  of  a  culvert  I  have  no  means  as  yet  of  detecting. 

In  connection  with  my  duties  here  I  also  report  that  on  ezaminatiou 
and  inquiry  I  find  the  Trent  road  good  now  and  likely  to  continue 
practicable  for  transportation.  Also  that  I  could  post  another  infiEuitry 
regiment  advantageously  on  that  line,  not  only  on  account  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  line  itself  but  also  in  order  to  allow  me  gradually  to 
cover  the  country  in  my  front  and  encourage  and  protect  the  transpor- 
tation of  turpentine  to  and  within  our  lines.  With  the  same  view  I 
propose  as  soon  as  practicable  to  rebuild  the  bridge  on  the  Neuse  road, 
over  Batcheldei's  Greek,  stationing  there  a  strong  infantry  picket. 

On  the  whole  I  think  a  few  days  wiU  suffice  to  teach  the  enemy  that 
they  have  no  business  east  of  Gore  Greek,  and  cannot  safely  venture 
across. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIOHTEB  JONBS, 
Ool  Fi/fff-eighth  Regiment  Pa.  Fob.,  Oomdg.  Fieket  LinSj  dke. 


Bpbciai.  Orders,  \         Hdqrs.  Eiohtbenth  Army  Gorps, 

No.  18.  )  New  Bemej  January  13, 1863. 

•  •  •  •  #  •  • 

XX.  General  Feny,  commanding  division,  wiU  take  the  necessary 
steps  to  have  the  brigade  of  Golonel  Osbom  prepared  to  move.    The 
\e  will  proceed  to  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  by  rail,  and  will  there  be  em- 
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barked.    The  baggage  and  oamp  equipage  of  the  ocmmand  will  be 

taken  to  Beaofort  by  the  troop».    Twelve  hours'  notice  will  be  given 

when  tJie  brigade  is  to  start 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Maj.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

(SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

A$$%8tant  Adjutant'OenerdL 

Unitbd  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Newport  Neum^  Va,^  January  13, 1863. 

Bf%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Corpe,  Fort  MonroOy  Va. : 

General  :  Under  the  condition  of  my  instmctionB  from  the  Navy 
Department  I  have  instmcted  the  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  ves- 
sel off  Fortress  Monroe  to  give  permits  to  loyal  citizens  who  will  give  secu- 
rity not  to  go  up  the  creeks  in.  or  to  violate  the  rules  of,  this  blockade,  to 
t^e  up  oysters  in  Willoughoy's  Bay,  Elizabeth  Biver  below  Norfolk. 
Graney  Islsmd  Flats^  Hampton  Bar,  and  York  Biver  below  the  guard 
vessel.  My  instructions  necessarily  prohibit  oystering  in  Back  Biver, 
Nansemond  Biver,  James  Biver  above  Newport  News,  Western  Branch 
of  Elizabeth  Biver,  and  all  the  creeks  in  this  blockade.  With  the  last 
boMxLin^  returns  from  the  Mystic  is  your  permit  to  the  schooner  Frank- 
lin to  ship  oysters  from  Back  Biver  to  Baltimore.  I  have  called  Lieu- 
teuant-Ck)mmauder  Arnold's  attention  to  this  as  being  in  conflict  with 
his  instructions,  and  I  respectfUly  request  that  you  will  not  give  per- 
mits to  vessels  to  ship  oysters  except  within  the  limits  specifiei. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

Sa    P.     liEE, 

Aetg.  Rear-Admiralj  Oomdg.  N.  AUantic  Bloekading  Squadron. 


FOBT  MONBOB,  VA., 

January  14, 1863—3.30  p.  m. 
M^).  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Qenerdl-in  Chief  : 

A  transport  is  on  the  way  here  to  take  the  One  hundred  and  fifteenth 
New  York  Volunteers,  now  at  Yorktown,  to  the  Department  of  the 
South.  I  renew  the  request  for  another  regiment  in  its  place.  I  should 
like  very  much  two  or  three  regiments  more  at  Suffolk,  and  they  will  be 
indispensable  if  the  enemy  should  attack  with  a  large  force. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-General^  Commanding, 

Hbadqttabtbbs  Foubth  Oobps, 

Yorktown^  January  14, 1868. 
M^jorOeneral  Do, 

Commanding  Department: 

Yesterday  I  went  to  West  Point  in  the  gunboat  Mahaska  to  recon- 
noiter.  Some  40  or  50  rebel  cavalry  were  seen  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
Pamnnkey,  near  its  mouth.  I  took  along  a  squad  of  cavalry  and  100 
infiEmtry  and  captured  and  brought  in  27  head  of  cattle  about  3  miles 
above  West  Point. 

U.  D.  KEYBS, 

Mcffor-Oeneral. 
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Special  Obdebs,  i  Hbqbs.  Eighteenth  Abut  Gobps, 

No.  14.  f  Neto  Bemcy  January  14, 1863. 

I.  GChe  following  roles  and  regulations  for  the  embarkation  of  the 
troops  under  marching  orders  will  be  observed,  and  commanding  officers 
of  divisions,  brigades,  and  regiments  will  see  that  the  same  are  stricUy 
adhered  to. 

The  order  of  embarkation  will  be  as  follows :  First,  G^enJ  Naglee's 
division;  second,  Qeneral  Wessells'  division;  third.  General  Ferry's 
division. 

The  vessel  will  be  ordered  to  the  wharf,  and  immediately  on  her  ar- 
rival the  troops,  baggage,  And  camp  equipage  destined  for  her  will  be 
placed  on  board  with  as  little  delay  as  possible,  when  the  vessel  will 
immediately  leave  the  dock  and  anchor  in  the  harbor.  The  baggage 
and  camp  equipage  of  the  regiments  will  be  placed  on  board  the  same 
vessel  with  the  troops.  The  baggage  for  ^e  men  will  consist  only  f 
their  tents  (shelter  tents,  if  iK>ssible),  knapsacks,  and  cooking  utensils 

£kmp  kettles) :  that  of  the  officers  of  only  one  trunk,  valise,  or  carpet- 
g  and  mess  kit ;  no  heavy  mess  chests  wiU  be  allowed.  The  men  will 
be  provided  with  three  days'  cooked  rations,  in  haversacks,  and  40 
rounds  of  ammunition,  in  cartridge-boxes,  before  leaving  New  Beme ; 
40  rounds  of  additional  ammunition  for  each  man,  in  boxes,  will  also  be 
placed  ou  the  vessel. 

After  embarkation  the  inclosed  extracts  from  the  Army  Begulations 
will  be  strictly  enforced,  and  in  addition  a  guard  must  be  placed  over 
the  fresh  water,  so  that  it  may  only  be  used  for  cooking  (by  order  of  the 
proper  authority)  and  for  drinking.  Officers  and  men  must  alike  use 
salt  water  for  washing  purposes.  Signal  officers  will  be  sent  to  each 
division  and  brigade  headquarters.  The  flag  designating  the  headquar- 
ters of  the  commanding  general  will  be  a  white  castle  on  a  blue  ground. 

The  Union-jack  at  foremast,  with  the  corps  flag  underneath  (or  divis- 
ion or  brigade  flag  underneath,  in  case  of  division  or  brigade  signals), 
shall  be  the  signal  for  weighing  anchor  and  starting  in  the  following 
order:  General  Naglee's  division.  General  Wessells'  division,  General 
Ferry's  division. 

Steamers  will  tow  such  sailing  vessels  as  may  be  designated  by  the 
quartermaster.  The  signal  for  anchoring  will  be  tlie  American  flag  at 
the  fore ;  if  in  a  fog,  two  whistles  from  the  flag-ship,  ropeated  at  inter- 
vals of  one  minute  each.  This  signal  will  be  ropeated  by  the  flag-ships 
of  each  division  and  brigade.  At  this  signal  the  vessels  will  near  each 
other  and  anchor  in  line. 

In  case  stranding  or  any  other  case  of  distress  the  signal  will  be  the 
American  flag,  Union  down ;  at  this  signal  the  light-draught  boats  and 
tugs  will  be  at  once  sent  to  the  aid  of  the  vessel  in  distress. 

As  far  as  practicable  the  vessels  will  keep  together,  but  if  separated 
will  obey  their  sealed  orders. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  M%j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

[SOXJTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

Aisistant  Adjutant-OeneraL 


Suffolk,  Januarff  15, 1863. 
M%jor-General  Dcx: 

Nearly  cveiy  person  at  the  North,  including  officers,  except  at  Army 
headquarters,  rates  us  at  from  twice  to  thrice  our  present  numbers,  and 
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ezpeets  results  pioportionally.  The  detachment  of  Gorcoi^an's  will  be 
ready  to  leave  when  required.  It  has  been  in  one  of  the  forts.  What 
do  you  think  of  the  map  I  sent  you  f 

JOmr  J.  PBOK, 

M<i0ar-QmardL 

FoBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  Jomuary  15, 18d3. 
M^j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok,  OenerahifhChief: 
I  have  Just  receiyed  the  following  from  Suffolk : 

A  large  force  of  the  enemy  left  Carrsyille  dnrin^  the  day.  They  reported  they  were 
to  be  Jomed  by  otber  troops.  The  people  there  said  they  were  going  to  Snffolk.  Have 
■ent  out  to  ascertain  their  moyements.  A  deserter  firom  Woldon  has  Just  arriTed. 
He  left  Monday  morning;  says  seyeral  thousand  infimtry  pmsed  thioagh  on  three 
days  of  Ust  week  for  Frwiklin. 

Also  from  Yorktown : 

I  send  the  following  telegram,  Jnst  receiyed  from  Lieatenant-Colonel  Lewis :  ''  Can 
I  haye  another  regiment  of  infantry  at  onceT  If  I  can,  I  will  hold  Fort  liagroder 
against  odds ;  if  not,  I  mnst  continue  to  hold  it  as  an  ontpost  as  long  as  1  oan.''^ 

£.  D.  KETES, 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 


FoBT  MONBOBy  Jammary  15, 1863. 

Major-General  Eetbs,  Yorktown: 

I  have  nothing  to  give  you.  You  must  do  the  best  yon  can.  If  your 
force  is  not  sufficient  to  hold  Fort  Magruder  it  should  be  abandoned 
when  the  proper  time  comes.  I  am  ordered  to  send  one  of  your  regi- 
ments away,  but  shall  retain  it  till  another  comes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€^'€hieraL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Foubth  Abmy  Oobpb, 

Yorktown^  Va.j  Jam/uary  15, 1863. 
M%)or-Oen6ral  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia: 

8iB :  The  news  contained  in  the  telegram  which  I  forwarded  you  to- 
day is  in  exact  accordance  with  the  opinion  expressed  in  my  last  letter 
to  you,  that  the  rebels  would  shortly  attack  Williamsburg  and  the 
camp  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  4  miles  below  that  town. 

My  present  command  of  conscript  regiments  of  infantry,  mostly 
armed  with  flint-lock  muskets  altered  to  percnssion,  will  not  allow  me 
to  endeavor  to  resist  a  strong  force  at  Fort  Magruder.  I  must  there- 
fore regard  that  and  all  the  positions  held  by  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Oavalr^'  as  outposts  to  be  given  up  on  the  approach  of  a  large  mass  ol 
the  enemy.  If  I  had  another  full  regiment  of  infantry  I  could  hold 
that  line  (of  Fort  Magruder)  long  enough  to  inflict  much  greater  dam- 
age on  the  enemy  than  enough  to  balance  the  advantages  they  would 
gain,  if  successful:  but  I  cannot  do  so  now.  I  trust,  therefore,  that  an- 
other regiment  will  be  sent  me  if  possible. 

I  remain,  veiy  I'espectfiiUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  KEYES, 

MajoT-OeneroL 
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Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YiBonfiA.  Seyenth  Abicy  Oobps, 

Fort  Mamroej  Fa.,  January  15, 1863. 
M%j.  Oen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Commanding  Eighteenth  Army  Corp$, 

General.  :  I  send  my  aide-de-camp,  Major  Dix,  to  yoa,  to  advise  yoii 
that  20,000  sand-bags  and  2,000  shovels  and  spades  have  been  ordered 
to  yon  from  New  York.  M%jor-General  Halleck  advises  me  that  there 
is  no  company  of  Sappers  and  Miners  which  yon  can  have.  Everything 
has  been  sent  to  yon  except  a  few  ambulances.  I  trust  the  steamer 
Gonvoy  has  arrived.  It  is  Uie  only  one  that  has  come  here  suitable  to 
Uie  service.  From  her  light  draught  and  great  capacity  I  trust  you  will 
And  her  just  what  you  want.  If  anything  more  is  required  I  diall  be 
happy  to  forward  it. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  your  success,  I  am,  respectfhlly,  your  obe- 
dient servant, 

JOHF  A.  DIX, 

Majar-Oei^eraL 

General  Orders,  \       Hdqrs.  EiaHTEENTH  Army  Corps, 

No.  22.  )  New  Beme^  January  15,  WdSL 

The  commanding  eeneral  leams  with  deep  regret  of  the  insubordi- 
nate conduct  of  the  Ifinety-sixth  New  York  Yolunteers  on  the  night 
of  the  13th  instant.  It  is  the  duty  of  commanding  officers  to  use  every 
effort  to  promote  the  comfort  of  the  troops,  their  prompt  payment,  &c. 
This  has  been  done.  The  commanding  general  has  asked  for,  and  is  in 
hourly  expectation  of  receiving,  ftinds  to  pay  those  who  have  not  been 
paid  for  a  long  time.  The  course  of  the  soldier,  if  any  neglect  is  shown 
in  his  case,  is  to  make  a  respectful  petition  or  remonstrance  on  the 
matter,  but  to  obey.  The  recent  acts  of  the  Ninety -sixth  were  muti- 
nous«and  such  as  all  good  soldiers  should  be  ashamed  to  have  shared 
in.  The  only  effect  can  be  to  lay  the  men  open  to  trial  for  mutiny  and 
consequent  punishment,  and  cannot  hasten,  certainly,  their  desires. 
The  duty  of  a  regimental  officer  is  to  use  his  efforts  to  put  down  any 
attempt  at  insu^rdination,  mildly  if  he  can,  by  force  and  arms  if  he 
must  The  officers  of  the  Ninety -sixth  and  those  regiments  to  whicb. 
the  mutineers  went  lamentably  failed  in  their  duties  as  commanders, 
or  the  breach  of  discipline  referred  to  would  have  been  promptly  pun- 
ished. 

The  commanding  general  hopes  that  no  officer  or  soldier  will  again 
so  fail  in  his  dul^.    Another  offense  will  surely  meet  its  punishment. 

By  command  of  M%jorGeueral  Foster : 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

AMsistant  Adjutant-Cmerdl. 

Fort  Monroe,  Ya., 
January  16, 1863—7.30  p.  m. 
M^jor-G^neral  HAiiLECK, 

Oefteralin-Chief  U,  S.  Army: 

Oolonel  Ludlow  just  returned  from  Oity  Point.  He  learned  that  six 
regiments  were  sent  from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday  last.  General  Pryor  is  7  miles  this  side,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
^at  he  has  been  strongly  re-enforced. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^or-OeneraL 
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HDQB8.  DXPT.  OF  VteOINIA,  SETENTH  ABMY  COSPS, 

Fort  Manroej  Va.j  January  16, 1S63. 

Aetg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Oammanding  North  AtlanHo  Blockading  Squadron : 

AimnRAT. :  There  are  indications  of  aotivity  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
emy above  Torktown  and  also  on  tiie  Blaokwater.  Gtoeral  Pryor  has 
crossed  the  river  and  is  7  miles  on  this  side.  I  am  so  weakened  by  re- 
enforcing  Oeneral  Foster  in  I^orth  Carolina  that  I  can  only  act  on  the 
defensive.  There  are  mmors  in  Norfolk  of  a  raid  from  the  direction  of 
the  Dismal  Swamp,  and  General  Peck  telegraphs  me  this  evening  that 
oor  pickets  have  been  fired  on  between  Soffolk  and  Deep  Greek.  Gen- 
eral Yiele  is  very  anxious  to  have  a  smidl  gonboat,  or,  as  he  says,  ^^an 
additional  small  gonboat  sent  np  to  remain  near  the  draw-bridge,''  that 
he  may  look  after  the  threatened  raid  in  other  directions,  xon  will 
oblige  me  if  yon  can  comply  with  his  request  The  secessionists  in 
Norfolk  have  been  in  high  spirits  for  several  days,  and  we  hear  in  many 
quarters  that  some  movement  against  us  is  intended* 
I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DTK, 

Mn^'OtmmraX. 


United  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota^ 

Newport  Now$j  January  16,-  IMS. 
M^j.  Gen*  John  A.  Dix : 

Gkneeal  :  I  have  sent  another  gunboat  to  Norfolk  and  have  no  ad- 
ditional gunboat  to  spare  for  that  or  any  other  purpose. 
Bespeetfolly,  yours, 

a  E.  LBB. 
Actmg  Bear-Admiraij  Ae. 


SuTFOLK,  Ya.,  January  10, 1803. 

li^jor-General  Do,  Fori  Monroe : 

A  severe  storm  of  wind  and  rain  has  continued  from  last  night  and 
ytUe  can  be  done  of  any  variety  of  work.  Parties  of  cavalxv  are  outon 
all  tiie  avenues  of  approach.  Nothing  has  been  reported  smce  my  last 
telQgram.  G^eneral  Yiele  advised  of  rumors  prevailing  there  of  raids 
upon  tiie  railway  and  Isent  out  a  party  on  the  track  lait  night. 

JOHN  J.  PEGK, 

Major-OeneraL 


StnPFOLK,  Ya^  January  16, 1868. 

M%jor-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

The  guerrillas  attacked  the  pickets  about  4.30  p.  m.,  wounding  2. 
They  were  driven  some  miles  and  dispersed.  I  do  not  think  they  will 
repeat  the  experiment.  Doubtless  they  acted  under  instructions  fkom 
Pryor.  Pryor  moved  away  and  we  do  not  know  his  ixmition ;  supposed 
to  be  near  Holy  Neck  Church.  We  captured  two  of  his  men,  of  the 
Fiftieth  Yirginia.  He  has  several  old  regiments  from  NorUiwesteni 
Yirgtnia. 

JOHN  J.  PBGK, 

Mqfor'OeneroL 
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Fort  Mohrob,  Jamuary  16, 1863. 
M^jor-G^neral  Pbok^  Suffolk : 

It  seeiDB  difficult  to  believe  that  there  are  between  yoa  and  Deep 
Greek  any  except  gnerrillas  belonging  to  the  connties  of  'Virginia  and 
North  Carolina  to  the  eaat  and  south  of  yon.  If  yon  think  otherwise  it 
is  important  to  ascertain.  There  is  no  donbt  a  very  bad  feeling  in  that 
direction  growing  ont  of  the  trouble  at  Elizabeth  City,  where,  I  am  tdhL 
tiie  officer  in  command  of  the  North  Carolina  native  troops  has  annea 
200  negroes. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar-OeieraL 


Suffolk,  Va.,  Jainmary  10, 1863. 
Migor- General  DiX: 

Mr.  Nash,  Federal  surveyor  from  Norfolk  County,  represents  that  a 
force  of  20,000  or  25,000  is  on  the  Blackwater;  that  3,000  of  Stuarts 
cavsdry  will  make  a  raid  through  the  swamp  and  attack  Portsmouth 
and  Norfolk.  He  says  his  information  is  from  a  reliable  source.  He 
stated  that  he  had  communicated  this  matter  to  G^eral  Vide.  Who 
is  Idi.  Nashf    I  give  it  as  it  comes  to  me. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


HBASQUARTBRS  EiaHTBENTH  ARMY  CORFS, 

New  Bemey  Jammairjf  17, 1863. 

M%|or-6eneral  HatJiROK, 

Oeneral'in'Ohitf  U.  8.  Army,  WashinffUmj  D.  0.: 

Gbnbral  :  I  regret  to  say  I  have  not  been  able  to  embark  as  soon 
as  I  expected,  owing  to  the  non-arrival  of  siege  ammunition  and  water, 
but  am  now  embarkuig,  and  I  will  continue  until  I  am  all  ready  and  then 
start  at  once. 

I  shall  leave  everything  in  safe  condition  here  under  General  Prinoe, 
with  at  least  12,000  in^try,  artillery,  and  cavalry.  I  consider  this 
ample,  for  a  short  time  at  least. 

I  consider  it  necessary  that  I  should  go  with  the  force  going,  as  many 
of  the  troops  are  old  men  with  me,  and  my  experience  in  disembarking, 
&c,  is  extensive,  so  I  can  see  them  disembarked  safely.  I  shall  com- 
municate the  result  of  this  as  soon  as  possible. 

If  it  is  found  that  the  work  is  heavier  than  I  now  anticipate  I  shall 
leave  my  troops  safe  and  return  at  once  to  Hampton  Beads  for  re-en- 
forcements. I  do  not  think  it  safe  to  leave  less  than  12,000  men  in  this 
department  at  present. 

I  am,  however,  confident  of  success,  and  shall  do  everything  in  my 
power  to  insure  an  early  and  satisfactory  result. 

The  amount  of  solid  shot  for  the  siege  guns  arrived  up  to  this  time 
is  not  sufficient,  and  I  have  written  to  General  Ripley  on  tlus  subject, 
urging  him  to  huny  it  forward. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfidly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
Chnerdlj  Oommamdimg. 
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FoBT  MONBOE9  Jamimry  17, 1863. 
M%jor-G6neral  PsOK,  Suffolk : 

Mr.  Nash  is  a  very  good  man.  Ascertatn,  if  yoa  can,  specifically  what 
his  reliable  informatioii  was^  from  whom  derived,  &c. 

Colonel  Ludlow  returned  last  night  from  City  Point.  Beports  that 
six  regiments  went  from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater  on  Monday  and 
Tuesday.  Oan  it  be  possible  that  Pryor  is  trying  to  get  around  by  way 
of  the  Dismal  Swamp  to  cut  off  your  connection  wiUi  Norfolk  f  It  would 
be  a  very  dangerous  experiment  for  him. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

(hneroL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  Jammary  17, 1863. 

M%|or-Geiieral  Do,  Fort  Momroe : 

Your  telegram  relating  to  six  regiments  leaving  for  Blackwater  on 
Monday  and  Tuesday  is  noticed.  Deserters  say  that  several  regiments 
passed  from  Weldon  to  Franklin  last  week.  If  so,  they  must  be  very 
strong  there.  Most  likely  the  10,000  you  advised  of  witih  teams  would 
be  incorporated  for  a  grand  advance.  Their  extraordinary  exertions  for 
subsistence  and  forage  induces  the  belief  of  additions.  Mr.  Nash  1^ 
before  your  telegram  arrived.    I  wish  you  could  see  him. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mt^'OoioraL 

Fort  MoNBOB,  Janmary  17, 1863. 

Hon.  B.  M.  Stanton,  Soeretary  of  War : 

I  have  just  received  the  following: 

Suffolk,  J^muay  17, 1868. 

Thore  is  a  great  and  Inoreadng  disoontent  in  the  regiments  that  have  not  been  paid 
finr  sereral  months,  in  oonseqnenoe  of  the  soffeiings  of  families.  Unlees  stepa  are 
ti&en  to  xemoTe  the  oanse  of  oomplaint  I  fear  the  spirit  and  nseftilness  of  the  raoops 
wiU  be  materially  impairsd.  WiU  yon  please  eommnnioate  this  to  the  Hon.  Secretaiy 
of  Wart 

JOHN  J.  PECK. 
Jfi^for-Qgaarsl,  (kmmam4Hm§, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

•OmtraL 


FoST  MoNBOB,  January  18, 1863. 
Hajor-General  Pbok,  Suffolk : 

Do  yon  know  where  Pryor  isf  Have  yon  any  reliable  intelligence 
Ihnn  the  enemy,  ^ther  as  to  his  foroe  or  his  movementsf 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^^'OeueroL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  January  18, 1863. 
Mi^or-General  Dix: 

It  is  my  impression  that  Pryor  recrossed  Blackwater  during  the  late 
storm,  which  was  very  severe.  Patrols  report  nothing  of  his  moves 
this  morning.  Beports  are  contradictory  and  not  as  satis&otory  as  is 
desirable.  Parties  are  watching  the  avenues  leading  toward  Edenton 
and  the  Swamp. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

MaQor-QeueraiL 
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Uhitbd  States  Flag-ship  Mhoibsota, 

Newport  New$y  Va.y  January  19, 1863. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Oorpe^  Fort  Monroe^  Ya^ : 

Gbnbbal  :  I  respectftilly  refer  to  yon  the  incloeed  extracts  fW>m  a 
report  from  Lieutenant  Flasser,  commanding  United  States  steamer 
Commodore  Perry,  dated  at  Winfleld,  Chowan  Bi^er,  Janoary  5, 1863,* 
and  relating  to  an  extensive  illicit  trade  carried  on  between  Norfolk  and 
Bidunond.  This  mischievous  trade  ought  to  be  disoontinaed. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be.  general,  veiy  respeotftilly,  yours. 

S.  F.  LEE, 
Ae^.  Bear-Admiraly  Oomdg.  N.  AtUm^  Bloehading  Squadron. 


Unitbd  States  Flao-ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  NewSj  Va^  January  19, 1863. 


M%i.  Gen.  B.  D.  Eeyss^  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  at  Yorktown : 


Gbnebal  :  It  gave  much  pleasure  to  receive  yours  of  the  14th  and 
to  leam  from  it  that  you  appreciate  Commander  Farkei's  character  for 
caution  and  enterprise— qualities  so  valuable  and  possessed  by  him  in 
such  degree  as  to  claim  my  confidence  in  what  he  may  attempt  in  an 
emergen<^  and  there  is  not  rime  to  confer  previously  with  me.  He  is 
there  to  co-operate  with  you  in  measures  for  the  advancement  of  the 
public  interest,  and  in  this  regard  needs  no  new  instructions  from  me. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  resiiectfully,  yours, 

s.  P.  le£;, 

Ae^,  Bear-Admiraly  Comdg.  N  AHantie  Blockading  Squadron. 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  January  19, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

Our  parties  have  been  over  all  the  roads  and  report  no  force  in  their 
routes.    Their  pickets  were  found  at  Windsor  and  CarrsviUe  yesterday. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-OenoraL 

Fobt  Monroe,  Va.,  January  19, 1863. 

M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oeneral4n-Oh4tf  : 

1  send  a  letter  from  Gbeneral  Foster.  I  sent  Migor  Dix,  one  of  my 
aides,  two  days  ago  with  latest  inteUigence.  A  dispatch  goes  to  Gen- 
eral Bipley.    Everything  here  for  General  Foster  has  been  sent : 

OxMXRAL :  I  have  been  maoh  deluded  in  the  preparations  of  my  transports,  and 
therefore  have  not  got  off  as  soon  as  I  expected.  The  solid-shot  ammnnition  for  the 
siege  gnns  has  not  yet  arrived  in  sufficient  quantity,  neither  have  any  of  the  water- 
schooners  which  were  to  be  sent  from  Baltimore  ^th  the  Dispatch.  Howerer,  I  am 
doing  the  best  that  I  can  and  am  embarking  at  Beaafort.  The  embarkation  will 
occupy  three  or  four  days,  and  then  I  shall  sau. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Md^-OeneraL 


*  Not  found. 
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GxNEitAii  Obdbbs,  \        HDqSB.  BlOHTXBirrH  Abmt  Gobps, 

No.  26.  )  New  Bemey  January  19, 1863. 

lieat.  Col.  Franda  Darr  is  hereby  announced  as  chief  commissary  of 
Bubststence  on  the  commanding-generaPs  staif,  and  will  be  obeyed  and 
respected  accordingly. 
By  command  of  Su^.  Oen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN, 
A$9i$tant  A^fuUmt-Oeigrak 


HDQB8.  Dbpt.  of  Yiboinia.  Sbtsitth  Abmt  Oosps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.y  Jamuary  20, 1663. 

Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  North  AtkmUc  Bloekadiing  Squadron: 

Atoobal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  year  letter 
of  yesterday  with  an  extract  from  a  report  fi^m  LieatenantOommander 
Flosser  in  regard  to  an  illicit  trade  carried  on  between  Norfolk  and 
Bichmond.  I  shall  refer  it  to  General  Yiele,  and  take  prompt  measures 
with  aviewto  the  detection  of  the  parties  engaged  in  this  traffic  Will 
yon  please  direct  Lieutenant-Gommander  Flusser  to  report  the  nature 
of  the  goods  destroyed  and  the  names  of  the  persons  who  were  engaged 
in  smuggling  them  within  the  Oonfederate  lines  f  If  he  will  hereafter 
take  into  custody  and  deliver  to  the  officer  in  command  at  Boanoke 
Island  any  parties  engaged  in  illicit  trade,  that  t^ey  may  be  sent  to 
me,  I  will  see  that  they  are  punished ;  or  if  he  will  advise  you  of  any 
such  arrests  I  will  send  for  the  parties  wherever  they  may  be.  The 
most  rigid  rules  have  been  adopted  at  Norfolk  in  regard  to  goods  per- 
mitted to  leave  the  city.  Not  a  sack  of  salt  is  allowed  to  go  out  with- 
out a  permit,  and  the  name  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  given  is  regis- 
tered. The  same  rule  is  enforced  in  regard  to  all  other  articles.  In 
one  case  $3,000  worth  of  goods  were  allowed  to  be  taken  into  Princess 
Anne  County  for  sale.  The  person  to  whom  the  permit  was  given,  in 
violation  of  his  engagement,  took  them  to  North  Carolina.  We  fol- 
lowed him  and  captured  him  and  the  property  a  few  miles  from  the 
point  on  the  Chowan  from  which  Lieutenant-Commander  Flusser  writes. 
He  is  now  in  Fort  Norfolk,  where  I  shall  keep  him,  and  the  property 
will  be  sold  at  auction  for  the  benefit  of  the  poor. 

Bvery  effort  has  been  made  to  prevent  illicit  traffic;  but  in  view  of 
the  lawlessness  of  a  large  number  of  the  parties  engaged  in  trade  in 
Norfolk — all  of  whom,  by  the  by,  have  taken  the  oaUi  of  allegiance— 
I  decided  two  days  ago  to  grant  no  more  permits  to  take  goods  there  at 
present,  excepting  for  the  use  of  the  troops. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mojjor-Chneral* 


UniTBD  States  Flag-ship  MiNinfisoTA, 

Netcport  Newsj  January  20, 18d3. 
Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Comma/nding  Seventh  Army  CorpSj  Fortress  Monroe : 

GsNEBAL :  I  respectfully  submit  for  your  further  information  regard- 
ing the  traffic  between  Norfolk  and  Bichmond  a  copy  of  the  report  to 
me  from  Lieutenant  Flusser,  commanding  United  States  steamer  Com- 
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modore  Perry,  dated  Elizabeth  Oity,  January  13,  and  an  extract  fiom 
another  report  of  his  of  the  same  date  respecting  further  trade  from 
Norfolk. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  IjEBy 
Aetg.  Eea/r-AdrnMrQlj  Oamdg.  N,  AHantie  Bloekadimg  Squadron^ 


SiTFFOLK,  Va.,  Jmmairy  20, 1863. 
M%jor-Gtoeral  Dix: 

M%jor  Stratton  made  a  fine  reconnaissance  toward  Blackwater.  At 
Garrsville  he  found  a  picket  of  9  men,  capturing  2  of  them.  Thinks 
the  enemy's  main  force  on  the  other  side.  Prisoners  are  on  the  way 
in.  A  good  deal  of  signaling  on  tiie  Somerton.  Shall  have  that  quar- 
ter examined  very  closely  to-morrow.  Pickets  of  some  strength  found 
at  Windsor. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


Hbadqxtabtbbs  Eightbsnth  Abmt  Oobps, 

NewBemeyN.  0.,  Jamuiry  20, 1863. 

1(%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Haixegk, 

Chuerdtrin-Chief  U.  8.  Army,  Washinfftonj  D.  (7.  : 

QissKRAjj :  The  transports  from  this  place  have  all  left,  but  are  de 
layed  by  the  low  water  on  the  Swash,  at  Hatteras. 

Nagleie's  division  is  embarked  at  Beaufort  The  other  divisions  will 
embark  as  soon  as  their  transports  reach  Beaufort.  I  shall  sail  as  soon 
as  all  are  on  board,  probably  by  Friday  or  Saturday.  I  have  just  re- 
ceived information  from  a  spy,  who  has  been  within  the  enemy's  lines 
and  conversed  with  their  soldiers,  to  the  effect  that  the  rebel  force  in 
this  State  has  been  largely  increaised  from  the  army  in  Virginia;  that 
Wilmington  has  been  re-enforced ;  that  the  main  body  intended  to  be 
thrown  by  railroad  either  to  Weldon  or  Wilmington  is  at  €k>ldsbor- 
ough,  and  that  Weldon  is  not  strongly  guarded,  the  rebels  relying  on 
the  force  in  front  on  the  Blackwater,  under  Pryor,  and  on  the  proximity 
of  the  reserve  at  €k)ldsborough. 

The  rebels  report  their  force  in  the  State  to  be  200,000,  which  is 
manifestly  grossly  exaggerated.  The  rebel  soldiers  reported  to  the  spy 
that  75,000  men  were  at  Gk)ld8borough.  I  think  this  also  is  exagger- 
ated ;  that  there  may  be  75,000  men  all  told  in  the  State  is  prolmble, 
since  they  could  venture  to  withdraw  even  more  than  that  number  from 
the  Army  of  Virginia,  in  consequence  of  the  presumed  inactivity  of  our 
army  on  the  Bappahannook.  They  have  fhll  information  of  the  condi- 
tion of  the  army  on  the  Bappahannook  from  our  own  newspapers,  and 
are  much  cheered  by  the  reports  and  evidently  do  not  fear  any  move- 
ments from  that  quarter. 

Golonel  Amory's  brigade  is  now  out  on  a  strong  reconnaiBsance  on 
the  south  bank  of  the  Trent  Biver.  This  advance  was  impeded  by 
felled  trees  and  burnt  bridges.  The  rebels  burnt  all  the  bridges  over 
the  Trent  Biver  and  all  over  the  creeks  on  the  south  route  from  Tren- 
ton to  Jacksonville  (or  Onslow).  The  cavalry  (Third  New  York)  are 
sweeping  all  the  country  between  the  White  Ofiik  and  New  Bivero, 
hoping  to  capture  some  of  the  rebel  cavalry. 

Contrabands  report  that  ihe  enemy  fell  back  from  Onslow  on  the  18th 
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in  the  direction  of  Wilmington.  The  destrnction  of  bridges  and  ob- 
struction of  roads  indicates  an  apprehension  of  our  forces  being  on  the 
advance  in  that  direction. 

I  shall  take  every  precaution  in  my  power  to  leave  everything  safe  at 
this  place  and  shall  spare  no  efforts  to  make  the  expedition  a  {perfect 
success.  I  think  I  can  assure  you  that  there  will  be  no  failure  if  you 
will  give  me  further  re-enforcements  in  case  I  find  them  indispensable. 

I  am  not  apprehensive  about  the  reported  concentration  of  forces  at 
Goldsborough,  for  I  hardly  think  that  tiie  rebels  will  venture  on  an 
attack  while  their  own  towns  are  in  danger,  and  certainly  not  if  any 
signs  of  movement  are  made  by  the  Army  of  the  Rappahannock. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Mafar-OeHeralj  Oammamding, 


Hbadqttabtebs  Dbpabtment  of  North  Oabolina, 

New  Bemey  JamLOiry  20, 1863. 

Maj.  Glen.  J.  G.  Fosteb,  Ocmmandingy  <£e. : 

Gknebal:  I  am  informed  by  several  gentlemen,  residents  of  EitEn 
beth  City,  that  there  are  in  that  town  about  260  negroes  armed  and  daily 
drilled  by  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States.    I  also  learn  tibat 
Captain  Sanders  is  in  command. 

If  the  President  commands  this,  officers  of  the  Army  are  expected  to 
obey. 

In  his  proclamation  ''that  such  persons  (slaves)  of  suitable  condition 
will  be  received  into  the  armed  service  of  the  TTnited  States,  to  garrison 
forts,  positions,  stations,  and  other  places,  and  to  man  vessels  of  all 
sorts  in  said  service^  he  has  not  onlered,  as  far  as  I  can  hear,  that 
every  subordinate  officer  at  every  post  can  receive  negroes  into  the 
service  without  some  regulations  from  headquarters. 

Is  every  provost-marshal  or  captain  to  judge  of  the  ''suitable  condi- 
tion" of  the  negroes  f 

Aro  no  instructions  to  be  given  that  they  are  not  to  be  sent  out  into 
the  field  or  allowed  to  go  on  foraging  excursions,  committing  piUage 
and  robbery  at  discrotionf 

My  attention  has  been  called  already  to  several  instances  of  this  kind. 
I  have  promised  to  and  do  invoke  your  assistance  to  provent  if  possible 
the  most  deplorable  calamities  that  will  fidl  upon  our  loyal  citizens  and 
upon  the  negroes  if  superior  discrotion  and  experience  do  not  now  con- 
trol them. 

I  most  earnestly  solicit  your  attention  to  this  matter,  and  that  I  may 
be  authorized  to  inform  our  loyal  fellow-citizens  that  no  inexperienced 
subordinate  shall  without  your  sanction,  and  until  proper  restraints 
are  provided,  incur  the  danger  of  a  servile  war. 
Very  respectfully,  &c, 

JED.  STANLY, 
Military  Ooveniar. 


Depabtment  op  Nobth  Cabohna, 
^  New  Berne.  January  20, 1863. 

Major-  General  Fosteb,  Commanding^  dkc. : 

Genebal:  I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  Edenton  of  date  the  6th 
instant  informing  me  that  a  band  of  negroes  and  soldiers,  armed,  visited 
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the  premises  of  a  Mrs.  Page,  of  that  town,  and  carried  awaj  several 
negroes  and  a  parcel  of  bedding  and  other  ftimitnre ;  that  they  were 
very  insolent  in  their  conduct  and  threatened  to  have  the  town  shelled 
if  they  were  interfered  with. 

My  correspondent  says  that  they  camCi  as  he  heard,  from  on  board 
the  Cksean  Wave. 

A  negro  man,  formerly  living  on  the  plantation  of  the  venerable  James 
0.  Johnston,  named  Matthew  was  the  person  eommanding  the  party. 
This  negro  is  one  of  desperate  character. 

The  citizens  of  Edenton  beg  yonr  protection  from  outrages  of  this 
kind.  They  desire  to  know  whether  it  can  be  afforded  them,  or  most 
they  take  redress  into  their  own  hands  f 

I  have  written  and  informed  my  oonespondent,  a  gentleman  of  the 
highest  character,  that  I  would  cidl  yonr  attention  to  this  case  and  have 
no  doubt  you  will,  as  heretofore,  take  effectual  steps  to  protect  peace- 
able dticens  and  punish  such  outrages. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  &c, 

BD.  STANLY, 
Military  Oavemar. 


W.  W.  Tuttle,  captain  Ocean  Wave;  landed  at  Edenton  on  or  about 
the  6th,  with  written  orders  flx>m  Oaptain  Slaght  to  do  so  (order  ap 
pended).  Arrived  there  about  8  o'clock ;  gave  the  steward  permission  to 
go  ashore  for  his  wife  and  children;  allowed  others  to  go  with  him ; 
can't  say  positively  who  went  ashore;  believe  Lieutenant  Briggs^  serv- 
ant and  Matthew,  a  deck-hand,  went  with  him :  do  not  know  who  be- 
sides. They  were  gone  about  three-quarters  oi  an  hour,  so  the  pilot 
says.  I  didu't  notice  what  they  brought  back,  but  believed  they  brought 
a  couple  of  beds  and  the  wife  and  three  children  of  the  steward.  Could 
not  have  brought  much  of  anything  more  on  account  of  the  sise  of  the 
boat    Steward  reported  that  they  threatened  to  shoot  him  ashore. 

Alexander  Oollins,  steward  of  the  Ocean  Wave,  on  the  above-men- 
tioned expedition;  now  lives  in  the  house  of  Major  Folson,  paymaster, 
with  his  wife  and  three  children;  took  these  from  Edenton;  also  a 
feather  bed  and  straw  mattress,  one  skillet,  and  such  wearing  apparel 
as  could  be  collected ;  four  plates,  three  cups,  and  four  saucers,  one 
large  dish,  all  belonging  to  his  wife.  Four  of  us  went  ashore,  myself^ 
Matthew  (deckhand  on  the  Ocean  Wave),  a  soldier,  and  another  col- 
ored man  whose  name  I  do  no  know.  Went  ashore  just  after  sunrise. 
Went  to  Mrs.  Pagers;  found  my  wife  asleep  j  waked  her  up;  told  her  I 
had  come  for  her  andf  her  children  by  Captain  Slaght's  order;  took  her 
aboard.  Went  ashore  a  second  time  and  met  Mr.  Noroom,  the  mayor  of 
the  town,  who  said  if  I  had  gone  in  his  yard  he  would  have  shot  me. 
Beplied  that  I  had  not  gone  in  his  yard,  but  in  Mrs.  Page's,  to  get  my 
wife  and  children,  by  Captain  Slaght's  order.  He  said  Captain  Slaght 
had  no  right  to  give  an  order  of  the  kind— that  General  Foster  was  the 
only  person  who  could  give  such  an  order.  We  were  afraid  to  land 
again,  and  left  behind  our  bedsteads^  potware,  wash-tubs,  &c  Made 
no  threats  of  any  kind,  and  heard  none  made  by  any  one.  What  I 
brought  to  town  is  in  M^jor  Folsom's  kitchen. 

Matthew  (colored);  deck-hand  on  the  Ocean  Wave  since  August  11: 
formerly  belonged  to  Mr.  Johnston;  went  ashore  with  the  steward  and 
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two  others^  remained  with  the  boat  while  the  steward  went  for  his 
and  children;  helped  him  p.at  his  family,  &o.,  on  bcMurd  theOcean  Wave. 
Made  no  threats  myself  and  heard  none  except  from  the  mayor,  Mr. 
Norcom;  am  still  deck-hand  on  the  Ocean  Wave. 

[XBokMue.] 

January  5, 1863. 
Oaptain  Tuttlb: 
Ton  may  stop  at  Edenton  and  bring  the  steward's  iamUy  to  New 

Beme.  

JAMES  0.  8LAOHT. 


Hdqbb.  First  Brio.,  First  Drv.,  Eiohtbbnth  A.  0., 

New  Bemsj  N.  0.,  Jammwrji  21, 1863. 
lileot.  Col.  Southard  Hopfiian, 

A.  A.  O^  JBightemth  Army  Oarpsj  New  JBame,  JT.  0.: 

Golonbl:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  orders 
received  from  the  general  commanding  I  marched  with  three  regiments 
of  my  brigade  and  a  battery  nnder  Captain  Bansom,  Twenty-third  New 
York  Independent  Artillery,  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  instant  for 
PoUocksville,  reaching  that  place  the  same  evening,  after  rebnilding 
the  bridge  over  Mill  Creek,  which  had  been  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

The  rmMi  leading  from  PoUocksville  to  Trenton  we  found  blockaded 
with  felled  trees  at  PoUocksville  for  some  500  jBrdB.  This  was  speedUy 
cnt  away  by  Mr.  Wilson,  chief  of  the  civU  pioneer  corps. 

The  Third  New  Tork  Cav^y,  nnder  Colonel  Mix,  remained  with  my 
command  at  PoUocksville  and  preceded  it  next  morning  to  Trenton, 
previons  to  which  movement  we  effectnaUy  destroyed  the  bridge  over 
the  Trent  at  PoUocksvUle.  Leaving  at  this  place  nve  companies  of  the 
Fifty-first  Massachusetts,  with  the  remainder  of  my  command  and  the 
cavalry  I  occupied  Teuton  on  the  night  of  the  18th,  burning  the  bridge 
over  Ih^nt  Biver  at  this  place  and  aLao  the  miU  ana  all  the  timber  and 
planks  available  for  its  speedy  reconstruction.  Colonel  Mix,  with  his 
regiment,  proceeded  to  the  bridge  5  niUes  above  for  the  purpose  of  de- 
stroying it,  but  found  the  bridge  already  on  firc^  the  enemy  having  an- 
ticipate us  after  crossing  on  the  road  to  Kinston.  On  his  return 
Colonel  Mix  reported  the  route  to  Onslow  via  Comfort  heavily  block- 
aded with  feUed  trees ;  so  abandoning  that  route  proceeded  directly  to 
Young's  Cross-Boads,  which  place  as  weU  as  PoUocksville  I  also  occu- 
pied with  my  infantry,  remaining  at  the  former  place  with  the  larger 
part  of  my  infantry  and  aU  the  artillery  during  the  day  and  the  night 
foUowing  the  20th  instan^  while  Colonel  Mix  proceeded  to  scout  the 
road  to  Onslow.  Colonel  Mix's  own  report  wiU  doubtless  detail  the  re- 
sult of  this  scout.  I  returned  with  my  command  to  this  place  on  tlie 
21st  instant.  Our  advance  on  the  southern  route  in  force  seems  to  have 
been  anticipated  by  the  enemy.  The  plantations  were  genonlly  de- 
serted and  frequent  obstructions  placed  in  tbe  roads,  bridges  de- 
stiOTed,  &c 

The  energy^  activity,  and  general  effldenc^r  of  Mr.  Wilson  deserve 
especial  mention.  I  beg  leave  respectftilly  to  caU  the  attention  of  the 
general  commanding  to  the  valuable  assistance  he  afforded  us  during 
tiie  entire  march. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

THOS.  J.  C.  AMOBY, 
OoUmei  SeeeiUeei^th  Mobs.  VoU^  AoHmg  Brigadier-OenermL 
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StTFFOLK,  Va.,  Jammarif  21^  IMS. 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Dix: 

The  prisoners  say  that  large  additions  have  been  made  to  the  fbxoe  on 
Blackwater — several  new  Virginia  regiments  and  some  Louisiana  and 
Tennessee;  that  the  force  is  larger  than  ever  before;  a  camp  of  Ave 
regiments  at  Jerusalem.  It  accords  with  the  general  tenor  of  reports 
fix>m  prisoners,  deserters,  &c. 

JOHN  J.  PEGE, 

CmeroL 


Suffolk,  Va^  Jamuury  22, 186S. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Dix: 

It  has  seemed  to  me  that  the  Confederates  have  thrown  some  extra 
force  on  the  Blackwater,  with  a  view  of  holding  as  mnch  fbroe  here  as 
possible  and  then  of  sending  it  to  North  Carolina,  if  called  for.  I  cannot 
believe  that  they  will  at  this  wet  season  ondertGkke  a  movement  l^  way 
of  South  Mills  on  Portsmouth.  Pryor's  command  has  been  somewhat 
increased  and  materially  improved  by  exchanges  of  his  new  regiments 
for  old  ones.  This  may  explain  the  departure  from  Petersburg  of  the 
troops  reported  by  Colonel  Ludlow,  and  also  a  statement  of  one  of  the 
deserters  from  Weldon  that  troops  were  passing  both  ways  on  the 
Seaboard  road.  Having  these  views  I  have  not  asked  for  any  troopSi 
reserving  that  action  until  something  positive  reaches  me,  but  all  the 
time  adding  to  the  strength  of  the  position. 

JOHN  J.  PBCE, 

Mqiar*OtieraL 


Suffolk,  Jammarif  23,  1M3. 
Miyor-Gkuieral  Dix: 

Major  Stratton  with  a  suitable  force  will  leave  in  the  momine,  unless 
very  stormy,  to  make  a  thorough  examination  of  the  Dismal  Swamp, 
passing  in  at  Deep  Creek  and  going  out  at  South  Mills.  He  will  be 
four  or  five  days,  and  will  procure  information. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Mqiar-OenermL 


Suffolk,  Jammary  24,  IMS. 
Mi^or-Gtoeral  Dix: 

About  Monday  I  propose  sending  some  4,000  or  5,000  to  Blackwater, 
under  Corcoran  or  Foster,  if  weather  fiftvors.  It  leaves  this  place  very 
weak,  but  I  want  to  feel  of  them  in  some  manner. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


FOBT  MOITBOB,  YA^ 

January  26, 186S— 0  a,  m. 

Mi^.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok,  0mieral4n-0kief: 

One  of  my  aides  returned  late  last  night  fh>m  Oeneral  Foster.  He 
was  detained  on  his  way  back  by  violent  gales.  Left  New  Berne  on 
the  20th.    Naglee^s  brigade  was  embarked  at  Beaufort }  otiier  divisifvns 
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awaitiDg  transports  expected  to  move  on  the  23d  or  24th.  Rebels  in 
North  Carolina  had  been  largely  re-enforced  from  the  army  in  Yirginiai 
and  Wilmington  has  been  re-enforced.  Main  body  of  the  enemy  was  at 
GoldsboroQgh.  WeJdon  was  not  strongly  guarded,  the  rebels  relying 
on  Fryer's  force  on  the  Blackwater  to  protect  that  point.  (General 
Foster  thinks  there  may  be  75,000  rebel  troops  in  North  Oarolina.  TMb 
is  the  sabstance  of  a  dispatch  from  him,  which  will  go  to  yon  by  this 
evening's  malL 

I  have  reason  to  belieye  that  a  portion  of  the  force  on  the  Blackwater 
ten  days  ago  has  been  sent  to  Gkudsborongh  by  way  of  Weldon. 

Some  4^000  or  5,000  men  will  be  sent  to-day  from  Suffolk  to  the  Black- 
water  to  reconnoiter,  and  ascertain,  if  possible,  what  force  Pryor  has. 
The  One  hundred  and  fifteentti  New  York  has  been  sent  to  the  Depcurt- 
ment  of  the  Bonth  fiN>m  Yorktown. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mdjfar-OmerdL 


FoBT  Mohbob,  Ya.,  JamuKiry  21,  IMS. 
Usi  Gen.  H.  W.  HiiXBOK, 


The  Richmond  Inquirer  of  this  morning  has  the  following: 

GOLDSBOBOUOa,  N.  C,  Jaimutrjf  86, 1863. 

A  respeotable  refngeejnst  unyed  from  Beaufort,  reports  the  AbolitioniBts'  fleet, 
ninety-two  saiL  hiclnding  two  monitors  and  six  other  iron-olads,  in  Beaofort  Harbor. 
Also  that  52,000  AbolitioinstB  are  encamped  at  Morehead  Citv  and  Carolina  City.  Gen- 
eral Bobertson  has  Jost  xetumed  to  Kinston  from  a  reeonnoiterinff  expedition  thiongh 
Jones  and  Onslow  Connties.  He  reports  that  a  company  of  cavauv,  Captain  Perkins, 
sarprised  a  party  of  Abolitionists  last  Friday  at  Big  Northeast  Bridge,  near  Jaokson- 
vilfe^  Onslow  Conrt-Honse,  killing  1  captain  and  5  privates  and  routing  the  balanoe. 
No  loss  on  onr  side. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majfar-OmerdL 


YoBKTOWN  y  Januoff  21  y  186a. 
Mi^or-Cteneral  Dix: 

Colonel  Lewis  telegraphs  an  attempt  was  made  this  morning  to  cap- 
tore  onr  pickets.  Abont  12  shots  were  fired  by  the  enemy,  but  no  one 
hurt  or  captured.  All  is  again  quiet,  the  enemy  having  retired.  Last 
night  at  abont  9  p.  m.  it  was  reported  from  Gloucester  Point  that  the 
enemy  was  approaching  our  pickets  there.  Nothing  further  this  morn- 
ing. 1  respectfully  call  your  attention  again  to  the  increase  of  my  force, 
which  is  necessary. 

E.  D.  EETES, 

Mqfar-€hneraL 


Hdqbs.  Fiftt-eiohth  Bbgt.  Pennsylyania  Vols., 
OoMp  at  Batokeldet^s  Creeky  January  27, 1803. 

Lieutenant-Colonel  Hoffman, 

Assiatant  AdjutatU-Oeneral : 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  immediately  on  receiving  the 
orders  to  ignore  passes  and  close  our  lines  I  made  arrangements  and 
gave  directions  for  carrying  them  into  effect. 

34  B  B— VOL  XYIU 
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Also  to-day  I  have  put  strong  parties  on  the  Neose,  the  Trenty  and 
the  railroad  with  instnictions  to  stop  all  passengers. 

From  information  received  yesterday  I  believe  the  enemy  have  re- 
tamed  &om  Gore  Greek,  on  the  railroad  and  Nense  road,  bat  I  shaU 
verify  that  &ct  to-day. 

I  leam  also  that  the  enemy  at  Goldsborough  are  apprehensive  of  an 
advance  from  New  Berne  simoltaneons  with  oar  naval  expedition. 
Very  respectfally,  year  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIGHTEB  JOKES, 

Oammamdmg  Oic^potl*. 


M^jor-Gtoneral  Dix: 

M%jor  Stratton  has  returned.  He  seixed  and  broaght  in  42  large 
sacks  of  salt.  The  other  captare  by  Dodge's  men  is  large;  it  is  said 
there  are  many  loads.  Have  jast  ordered  oat  fifteen  teams  and  a  force 
to  protect  them.  Pryor  came  over  Sanday  night  perhaps  with  a  view 
to  the  secnring  of  this  property. 

JOHN  J.  PEGE, 

OmmraL 


Bkaitfobt.  N.  0.,  Jamiuury  80— ILSO  a.  m.. 
Via  Fart  Monroe^  Va.^  Febnuurf  8, 1863. 

H%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

The  constant  and  strong  soatheily  winds  (amounting  at  times  to  gales) 
that  have  prevailed  for  the  past  ten  or  fifteen  days  have  prevent^  oar 
sailing,  altiiongh  most  of  the  troops  have  been  on  board  ready  to  saO 
more  than  a  week.  Yesterday  the  wind  shifted  to  the  northwest,  and 
as  everything  looked  fovorable  I  started  the  fleet.  Nearly  all  got  over 
the  bar  before  dark,  with  a  fair  start  down  the  coast.  The  wind,  how- 
ever, shifted  back  to  the  sonthwest  after  dark,  and  blew  strongly,  pre- 
venting the  few  remaining  vessels  going  to  sea.  It  is  still  blowing  hard 
i  11.30  a.  m).  This  will  interfere  very  mach  with  the  progress  of  the 
leet,  and  may  scatter  it  considerably.  As  soon  as  the  wind  will  permit 
I  shall  start  with  the  remaining  vessels.  So  long  a  continnance  of  soath- 
erly  gales  is  veiy  annsual. 

J.  O.  FOSTEB, 
Ma/ar-Oeneraly  Oomnumding. 


FoBT  Monroe,  Ya.,  Ja$iwury  30, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Abhaham  Linooln, 

PteMent  United  States  : 

No  iron-dads  have  left  for  two  days.  The  Weehawken  is  at  Norfolk; 
the  Patapsco  is  here,  waiting  for  favorable  weather,  and  the  Nahant  is 
at  Newport  News.  I  have  joist  telegraphed  to  General  Halleck  oar  sac- 
cess  in  a  fight  with  Pryor. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^-Oeneral, 
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FOBT  MONBOE,  Va.,  JiMMMTy  30,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halubok,  Qemeral-ifirOhwf : 

General  Peck  telegraphs  that  oar  victory  is  complete,  and  that  Pryor 
passed  through  CarrsTillein  ftiU  retreat  at  3  p.  m.,  6  miles  from  the  De- 
serted HoQse«  where  oar  forces  attacked  him  jast  before  daylight. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

FoBT  MoNBOE,  Va.,  JamMMr§  30, 1803. 
M^jor-General  HAiiLSOK,  Oeneraltn-Okirf: 
Following  jast  received  from  Saffolk: 

Mt^ar^QtuMinX  Dix: 

Mt  liMt  diflpfttoh  should  be  ooireoiad  by  Inter  diipatelMs.   Am  yet  be  Mys  the  enemy 
ue  in  poiitioiL 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Va.,  Jamiu/ary  30, 1803. 

M%jor-General  Halleok,  Omtral-i%'OUrf : 

Pryor  fell  back  3  or  4  miles,  contesting  the  groand  in  his  retreat. 
General  Peck  gives  me  no  details,  bat  thinks  we  have  a  victory,  and 
that  we  shidl  secure  some  of  the  enemy's  gons.  Oar  loss  aboat  100.^ 
The  roads  are  very  deep,  and  oar  men  have  had  a  hard  time  in  getting 
through  tiiem. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MajoT'Otm&rdL 

SXTFFOLK,  Va.,  January  30, 1803. 
K%)or-Genera]  Dix: 

Have  just  received  a  report  from  a  party  I  sent  oat  to  the  vicinity  of 
Garrsville  for  information  to  the  effect  that  the  cars  have  been  ranning 
briskly  to  Franklin  since  afternoon. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Mc^'QeheroL 

Hdqbs.  Deft,  of  Yiboinia,  Seventh  Abmy  Oobfs, 

Fort  Monroe^  Fa.,  Janmary  31, 1803. 

Actg.  Bear-Adminil  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bloekading  Squadron : 

Adhfral  :  Will  you  oblige  me  by  sending  an  officer  to  confer  with 
General  Viele,  at  Korfolk,  in  regard  to  illicit  tradef  The  privilege  of 
trading  has  been  abased,  and  I  am  desirous  of  surrounding  it  with  all 
possible  safeguards.  I  have  given  no  permits  to  introduce  goods  into 
Norfolk  since  the  17th  instant,  and  think  I  shall  confine  commercial 
transactions  there  hereafter  to  retail  dealers. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- OoieraL 

*  Bat  M6  reTiiied  stBtement,  p.  136. 
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Bdqbs.  Dept.  of  YmomiA,  Seybnth  Abxy  Oobpb, 

Fart  Monroej  Va.j  January  31, 1863. 
'NLaj,  Gen.  E.  D.  ELetss, 

Commanding^  c£o.,  Torktoumj  Va, : 

OenebaLi:  a  limited  supply  of  efficient  arms  (Enfield  rifles)  has  been 
received  at  the  arsenal  at  this  place.    Yon  will  therefore  make  proper 
requisitions  for  snch  regiments  as  are  most  in  need  of  such  arms. 
By  command  of  M%jor-Gtoneral  Dix: 

D.  T.  VAN  BUBBN, 
AaitUmt  AdfutanPC^mteroL 


AUtraotfirom  IH^monthig  Betmm  &f  Ike  DtfortmaU  «/  nrfinia  (SmmUi  Arwjf  GNyt), 
M^A.  Om.  Jokm  A.  Dka  eommammmgyfir  Jammmrji  31, 1863  (>— dyiarfart  Fori  Upmrm^ 
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HBAOQUAJITEBS  EiOHTEBKTH  ABMT  OORPBj 

Beaufartj  S.  (7.,  Felnruarff  2, 1863. 

M%|.  GeiL  H.  W.  HALLBCKy 

€hheral4i^0hief  U.  8.  Army^  WashingUmj  D.  O.  : 

ObbbbaLi  :  I  airived  here  last  night  and  enteied  the  harbor  this  mom- 
iBg.  All  of  my  steamers  are  safe  except  one,  the  Pilot  Boy,  which  be- 
came disabled  off  Georgetown,  8. 0.,  and  was  left  at  anchor.  I  have 
sent  the  tag  Freeborn  to  take  her  back  to  Beaofort,  N.  0. 

All  tlie  sailing  vessels  of  the  fleet  are  within  a  few  leagaes  of  this 
harbor,  and  will  probably  be  in  safely  to-morrow. 

Hie  monitors  Nahant  and  Weehawken  have  not  arrived.  The  snpply 
of  ammunition  for  the  iron-dads  is  not  sn£9cient,  and  more  has  to  be  sent 
before  operations  can  be  begnn.  The  naval  preparations  will  not  be 
completed  within  two  weeks  irom  this  time.  I  shall  therefore  be  obliged 
to  d^Mtmbark  my  command  to  preserve  their  health  until  these  prepara- 
tions are  completed.  In  the  mean  time  I  shall  probably  make  a  move- 
ment to  distract  the  enemy's  attention,  and  also  make  a  short  thp  to 
New  Berne,  N.  C,  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  affiiirs  there. 

If  any  change  of  plan  is  ordered  by  yon  resulting  fix>m  these  delays 
please  to  have  it  sent  to  New  Berne  by  bearer  of  dispatches  within 
twelve  days  fh>m  this  time. 

I  have  tiie  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  Q.  FOSTER, 
Mc^'Oeheraly  Cafnmanding. 
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War  Depabtmsnt, 
WashingUmj  FebrMary  2, 1863. 

M%jor-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe j  Fa. ; 

The  I^inth  Army  Corps  has  received  orders  to  report  to  yon  at  Fort 
Monroe. 

H.  W.  HALLEOEL 

€hnerdluhCkief. 

Unitbd  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Newport  News^  Febr%a/ry  2, 1863. 

M%i.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Oommemding  Seventh  Army  CorpSf  Fortress  Monroe : 

General:  I  have  directed  the  goard  vessel  off  Fort  Monroe  not  to 
allow  George  Bash  or  his  schooner,  Elizabeth  Bosh,  to  pass  the  block- 
ade again.  He  has,  he  says,  been  in  the  habit,  under  a  permit  from 
you,  to  take  old  rags,  scrap-iron,  and  hides  from  Hampton  to  Philadel- 
phia, bringing  nothing  back.  By  his  own  admission  he  has  been  in  the 
habit  of  visiting  Ghnckatack  in  his  boat  without  anthority.  and  as  such 
communications  are  manifest  violations  of  the  blockade  I  nave  deemed 
it  advisable  to  secure  the  public  interest  by  cutting  off  his  means  d 
carrying  information,  letters,  or  property  in  the  manner  above  indi- 
oated* 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

S.  P.  IjEE, 
Acting  Bear-AdmiruL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  February  2, 1863. 
Mi^or-General  Dix: 

Unusual  activity  of  the  enemy  reported  to-day.  Two  hundred  cavalry 
at  Windsor;  a  large  force  at  Garraville,  with  an  intermediate  party. 
Have  parties  out. 

JOHK  J.  PJSOK, 

Mi^or-Oenerak 

FOBT  Monroe,  February  3, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Peok,  SuffioUc: 

Within  a  week  I  exi>ect  to  be  largely'  re-enforced.  I  am  anxious  that 
Pryor  shall  not  escape  again.  If  he  advances  I  suggest  whether  idl 
the  motive  power  of  the  railroad  cannot  be  used  to  throw  a  force  in  his 
rear  by  a  sudden  movement. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraU 

Suffolk,  February  3, 1863. 
M%jor-General  Dix: 

Very  glad  to  learn  of  the  expected  troops.  When  Pryor  comes  J 
will  hope  to  bag  him.  He  tears  up  the  road  this  side  of  Garrsville  as 
often  as  I  repair  it,  so  that  I  could  not  use  handcars.  Supposed  he 
was  bagged  the  other  day.  He  was  where  flanking  was  practicable  oo 
both  flanks.  Our  people  used  up  their  ammunition  before  dawn  and 
lost  time  waiting  for  more.    Meantime  enemy  fell  back. 

JOHK  J,  PECK, 

Mt^or-GeneroL 
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(Jnited  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Newport  News,  Va,,  Ftbruary  6, 1863. 

M%j.  Qen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Oomnumd4ng  Seventh  Army  Carps^  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. : 

OsNEBAL :  Yoar8  of  the  3l8t  ultimo  was  daly  received.  Pressing 
engi^ements  have  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  it.  I  have  no  authority 
to  regulate  or  sanction  the  privilege  of  trading  at  Norfolk  by  snrronnd- 
ing  it  with  safeguards.  It  will  be  satisfactory  to  me  to  receive  and  to 
gi\'e  the  utmost  attention  to  any  written  communication  you  may  now 
or  at  any  time  make  to  me  which  wHl  enable  me  to  stop  illicit  trade  at 
Norfolk  or  elsewhere  within  the  limits  of  the  North  Atlantic  Blockad- 
ing Squadron.  The  new  fleet  captain  has  just  entered  upon  his  duties 
and  is  not  &miliar  with  the  situation  of  affiurs  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yours,  respectfully, 

S.      P.      Ii]E)£y 

Aetg,  Bear-Admirdlj  Oomdg,  N,  AHantie  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Viboinia,  Seventh  Abmy  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va.,  IW^rtuiry  7, 1863. 

Aotg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Leb, 

Oommwnding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqvadron : 

ADTHTKATi :  It  was  at  Oeneral  Yiele's  request  that  I  asked  you  to  send 
him  an  officer  with  whom  he  might  confer  in  regard  to  some  additional 
safeguards  in  regard  to  trade.  The  general  thought  he  might  obtain 
valuable  suggestions  fix>m  an  officer  of  the  Navy.  That  was  all  he  had 
in  view.  The  occasion  which  made  such  a  conference  desirable  has 
now  passed  by. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bia,  veiy  respectftilly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Muffor-OencraL 


Suffolk,  Va.,  February  8, 1863. 
Mi^or-Gtoeral  Dix: 

My  scouting  party  went  to  Oanrsville  in  the  night  Oaptain  Roberts 
reports  the  arrival  of  a  battalion  at  Franklin  of  caval^  armed  with 
sabers,  rifles,  and  revolvers.  Two  companies  were  at  Oarrsville  and 
Holland's  yesterday,  returning  via  South  Quay.  The  contraband  says 
there  was  much  r^oidng  at  Franklin,  and  the  troops  turned  out  on  the 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mafor-Oeneral. 


BUVBOUL,  February  8,  1863. 
M%jor-6eneral  DiX: 

Very  intelligent  contraband  escaped  this  morning.  Has  a  family 
here.  His  master  resides  1  mile  from  Franklin.  Yesterday  he  over- 
heard him  and  officers  talking  in  the  field.  P^or  has  been  re-enforced 
by  Georgia  and  Louisiana  troops;  vill  have  8,000  this  week.    Oen- 
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eial  Golston  has  dropped  down  to  Zoni  from  Petersburg  with  12,000; 
both  are  comiDg  here  in  a  few  days.  His  acconnt  is  very  honestly 
given.    It  looks  very  plausible.    Piyor  has  been  receiving  aid ;  this  is 

confirmatory. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mafar-Omeral. 


Suffolk,  Va.,  F^nruary  8,  1863. 
M%jor-General  Dix: 

If  there  is  any  tmth  in  the  information  conveyed  in  my  last  telegium 
the  force  nnder  Colston  must  be  same  reported  as  being  camped  8  miles 
from  Petersburg  last  week;  the  amounts  correspond.  Their  plan  is 
probably  a  dash  for  a  few  days,  while  not  imperatively  called  for  else- 
where. 
Several  men  have  deserted  to  the  enemy. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mafar-OeiemL 


Fort  Monrob,  Fthnuury  8,  1863. 
jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

The  Ninth  Army  Corps  is  ordered  here.  One  brigade  has  arrived. 
1  will  let  them  take  position  at  Newport  News  at  present,  ready  to  be 
thrown  in  any  direction.  Keep  up  your  reconnaissances  and  advise  me 
of  any  hostile  movement. 

JOHN  A.  DDL 


War  Dspartmbnt, 
WoikingUm^  February  9, 1863—4  p.  m. 

Migor-General  Dix,  Fart  Monrocj  Va. : 

The  Ninth  Army  Corps,  ordered  to  your  command,  will  be  used  as 
you  may  deem  proper.  It,  however,  should  be  kept  together  as  much 
as  possible.    A  portion  of  it  may  be  ordered  farther  south  immediately. 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Ottieralm-Okirf. 


Nbw  York,  February  0,  [1863.] 
General  M.  C.  Meiob: 

I  think  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  accomplishing  in  New  York  what 
we  talked  of  Saturday,  for  any  number  of  men  less  than  12,000.  If  you 
wish  1  will  send  you  a  detailed  report  in  cipher  early  to-morrow.  It 
will  take  a  few  days  to  get  things  ready.    You  can  see  General  Halleok. 

A.  B.  BUBNSIDE. 


Fort  Monrob,  Ya., 
FdMruarff  10, 1863-^  a,  m. 
Bf%i.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Qm^al-ii^  Chief: 

I  send  a  dispatch  just  received  from  General  Peck.  I  have  tele- 
graphed to  the  President  the  news  in  yesterday's  Bichmond  papers, 
Just  received.    The  Bricsson  left  two  hours  ago  witli  her  three  sub- 
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marine  UvwBj  and  is  going  at  the  rate  of  4  miles  an  hoar.    Will  yor 
pleaae  advise  Seoretary  of  the  Navyf    Wind  west;  weather  beaatUfiol. 

SUTFOLK,  Ya.,  FAruanf  10,  1863. 
UaiarAkm&nl  Diz: 

A  oontniband  from  Weldon  says  Tery  strong  and  extensiye  earthworks  are  con- 
•trooted  on  the  approaches.  He  heaxd  that  Fettigiew  contemplated  a  laid  across 
the  liTer,  while  nyor  wonid  occupy  ns  with  his  command.  A  Massachusetts  lady 
came  from  Weldon  yesterday  on  her  way  North.  She  said  that  the  enemy  had  50,000 
men  near  the  railroad  that  conld  be  concentrated  at  Wilminffton,  Goldsboroagh,  oi 
Weldon  in  a  few  horns.  I  give  these  items  as  in  connection  with  others  that  yon  may 
have,  that  their  proper  taum  may  be  aiziTed  at. 

JQHN  J.  PECK, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Majfar-ChieroL 


Nbw  Yobx,  February  10, 1863. 

M%jor-6eneraI  Haixbok,  0emeral4ih0hitf: 

I  telegraphed  to  Oteaeml  Meigs  yesterday  in  regard  to  obtaining 
vessels  in  New  York,  and  can  give  yon  details  in  oipher  if  yon  wish  it.* 

A.  E.  BUBNSIDE, 

Ma/ar-OeHeroL 

WASEaffQTOJXj  Febnuury  ll,  186a. 

Mi^.  Gen.  Aubbosb  B.  BmunoDB,  New  York : 

Bzpedition  postponed  te  the  present 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

4%^0hief. 


Suffolk,  FAruarp  U,  1863. 
M^for-General  Dix: 

Pryor  has  been  re-enibreed  somewhat.  I  cannot  learn  of  any  heavy 
force  at  ZnnL  As  the  Ninth  Corps  is  for  some  ulterior  end  I  fear  prom- 
ised forces  will  not  be  sent  at  this  time. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Mafor-OeieroL 

Fort  Moivbob,  February  11, 1863 
M%|or-General  Pbck: 

Ninth  Oorps  wiU  remain  except,  it  may  be,  apart.  Can  we  do  any- 
thing on  tiie  New  London  [Blackwater]  by  sending  it  to  yon,  or  wonld 
it  pay  to  drive  Pryor  off f  We  must  economize  in  forces  for  great  re- 
sults hereafter. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

JHqfar-OeieraL 

StTFFOLK,  FOruary  12,  1863. 
Mi^or-Qeneral  Dix: 

Tonr  claim  for  the  Ninth  Gorps  is  strong,  and  I  hope  it  will  remain. 
If  I  had  pontoons  I  wonld  clear  ont  Washington  t  and  New  London 
[Blackwater]  Bridge.    In  that  event  the  presence  of  some  old  troops 

*  Somie  penonal  matftsff  omitted  t  Franklin,  Ya. 
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firom  that  commaud  would  be  very  essentiaL  One  of  tbe  brigades  here 
would  enable  us  to  move  larger  commaDds  and  make  detachments  with 
safely  to  them  and  this  plaoe.    How  strong  is  the  Ninth  Corps  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Majar-Oenerai, 

Fort  Monrob,  Februarff  12, 1863. 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Peok: 

The  Ninth  Oorps  is  15,000  strong.* 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafar-OefHerdL 

Hampton  Eoads,  February  13, 1863^7.30  p.  m. 

General  H.  W.  Hallece, 

Commamder-in-Ohief  TJ.  S.  Armyy  WashingUmj  D.  €.: 

1  have  just  arrived  from  the  South  to  obtam  more  heavy  guns  and 
ammunition. 

I  have  reconnoitered  the  whole  coast  from  Charleston  to  the  Ogeechee 
Biver,  and  can  give  full  information  of  the  state  of  alEairs  both  naval 
and  military.  While  the  ordnance  is  being  loaded  I  can  come  to  Wash- 
ington to  report  in  person,  and  with  your  permission  I  will  do  so. 

J.  G.  FOSTER. 
Mafor-C^eneralj  (kmdg.  Eigktemtk  Army  OorpB, 


Fort  Monrob,  February  13, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Pbok: 

My  man  will  return  to  Boston  [Suffolk]  to-night.  Facilitate  him  in 
getting  through  our  pickets.  He  is  to  be  back  in  thirty  day^  with  im- 
portant information. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€^'€hieraL 

[February  13-18, 1863. — ^For  correspondence  between  Halleok  and 
Foster,  in  relation  to  return  of  the  latter  to  South  Carolina,  see  Series  I, 
Vol.  XIV,  pp.  400,  402,  403,  408.] 


Fbbruary  [16,]  1863. 
M%jor-General  Foster, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

Sir:  On  the  5th  of  January,  1863,  at  10.30  o'clock  p.  m.,  as  Lieutenant 
Sanders  was  walking  in  company  with  three  other  men  on  the  principal 
street  in  Elizabeth  City,  N.  C.,  tiiey  were  fired  upon  by  a  party  of  guer- 
rillas from  behind  some  brick  walls,  the  ruins  of  burnt  buildings.  One 
of  the  men  was  killed  instantly.  My  brother  walked  to  his  quarters 
and  died  in  half  an  hour  from  the  time  he  received  the  wounds.  The 
company  immediately  turned  out  and  succecf led  in  capturing  two  of  the 
murderers  with  their  guns  in  their  hands.  We  captured  several  others, 
but  without  their  arms.  They  were  placed  in  prison  to  await  an  inves- 
tigation, which  was  hela,  and  the  innocent  set  free. 

*  Some  detulfl  omitted  from  tkiB  dlspfttoh. 
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The  murder  of  Lieutenant  Cox  and  family  occnrred  on  the  morning 
.of  the  9th  of  February,  1863,  in  the  following  manner:  He  being  a  resi- 
dent of  Pasqaotank  County,  and  living  16  miles  from  town,  went  down 
for  the  purpose  of  moving  his  family  to  the  oily.  On  his  return  he  was 
attacked  by  a  gang  of  guerrillas,  who  came  upon  him  from  a  thicket  and 
fired  a  volley,  killing  him  and  a  girl  of  four  years  old  instAutly  and 
wooudiug  the  wife  so  that  she  died  on  the  13th  instant.  Three  other 
men  of  my  company  were  wounded,  1  mortally,  1  badly,  1  slightly. 

The  team  ran  to  the  city,  but  without  any  one  to  tell  what  had  be- 
come of  its  riders,  but  the  marks  of  blood  on  the  carriage  gave  evidence 
of  foul  play.  I  immediately  sent  out  an  expedition,  which  returned  in 
the  evening  with  the  bodies  of  Lieatenant  Cox  and  child.  This  caused 
great  excitement  among  the  people,  both  civil  and  military,  who  urged 
tiiat  something  be  done  to  avenge,  if  possible,  or  at  least  to  set  an  ex 
ample  to  prevent  the  committing  of  such  brutal  outrages.  1  was  asked 
by  many  to  take  all  of  those  prisoners  who  conld  be  proven  guilty  of 
being  guerrillas  and  have  them  shot.  I  was  not  myself  in  favor  of 
doing  so ;  but  when  I  thought  the  matter  over  deliberately  I  ordered 
one  prisoner,  by  the  name  of  A.  White,  to  be  brought  out  and  shot, 
which  was  done  by  a  brother  of  Lieutenant  Cox,  for  which  I  hold  my- 
self personally  responsible. 

E.  C.  SANDERS, 
Oaptamy  dmmamding  Post  at  EUzdbeth  City. 


BurwCLKj  Va.,  February  16,  1863. 
H^jor-Oeneral  Da: 

Miyor  Stratton  made  a  general  reconnaissance  in  the  direction  of 
Black  water,  driving  in  the  pickets  about  Carrsville,  capturing  4  sabers, 
1  Sharps'  carbine,  several  blankets,  and  provisions.  He  examined  con- 
trabands who  stated  Fryer's  force  about  Franklin  at  11.000,  and  that 
7,000  were  at  Black  Creek  Church  with  cavalry  and  <<rignt  smart  artil- 
lery," making  18,000.  These  agree  very  nearly  with  the  reports  made 
some  ten  days  since.  M%jor  [StrattonJ  and  Captain  Loomis  credit  the 
report  as  to  the  7,000  and  place  Fryoi^s  at  7,000  or  8,000  also.  Captain 
Loomis  made  the  captures. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

War  Dbpabtmbnt, 
Waskingiany  FO^ruary  16, 1863. 

lf%jor-Geueral  Bubnside,  Pravidencey  B.  L : 

n  agreeable  to  you  to  resume  the  command  in  North  Carolina  and  of 
the  Ninth  Army  Corps,  please  come  to  Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Oenerdl'ii^Ohitf. 

FSOYIBBNOE,  E.  L,  FeiMruary  17, 1863. 
Mbj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbck: 

Your  dispatch  is  received.  I  leave  for  Washington  at  once  and  will 
report  to  you  in  person.* 

A.  E.  BUBNSIDE. 


*  Buraaida  ftnumed  oommand  of  the  Ninth  Army  Coipa  Maroh  17,  1863. 
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FoBT  MoiVBOSy  Febnwrf  17, 18d3. 
Mi^or-G^eral  Peok, 

O&mmanding  at  Suffolk : 

I  learn  from  a  Sorry  Oonnty  man,  whom  I  think  well  informed  and 
perfectly  reliable,  that  Fryer's  whole  force,  indnding  a  cavalry  regi* 
ment  at  Philadelphia,*  Albany,*  and  vicinity  does  not  exceed  7,000 
men.  He  says  there  is  no  force  between  vicinity  of  liiew  York*  and 
Georgetown*  and  only  a  small  force  at  Black  Orec3c  Ghnroh. 

JOm^  A.  DIX, 

Mafor-OeneroL 


WASHniGTOK,  D.  C,  February  Id,  18d3. 

;.  Gen.  Josbph  G.  Tottbn, 

Chief  of  JSnffineerM  : 

GsinEBAL. :  In  consequence  of  some  changes  that  have  been  made  it 
will  not  be  necessary  to  send  the  pontoon  eqnipage  for  which  General 
Foster  recently  made  a  requisition.    The  General-in-Ohief  ther^re  re- 
quests you  to  retain  it  in  New  York  until  otherwise  called  for. 
Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  W.  OULLUM, 
Brigadier-emerdl  amd  Ohiirf  of  m^f. 


FOBT  MOHBOB,  Ya^  Fthnuury  18, 1883. 

General  Josbph  G.  Tottbn, 

Ohirf  Engimer  U.  B.  Army^  WaMmgtanj  2>.  O.  : 

Yery  recent  circumstances  will  prevent  my  going  to  the  point  where 
I  expected  to  operate.  I  will  therefore  withdraw  the  application  for 
the  pontoon  bridge  to  be  sent  there.  I  would,  however,  very  much 
like  to  have  it  in  S^orth  Oarolina,  if  it  is  not  wanted  elsewhere. 

J.  G.  F08TBB, 
Mqfor'Oeaeral^  Volmmt$er§. 


Suffolk,  Fdfruary  18, 1883. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Twenty  men  have  deserted  from  Mounted  Bifles  since  payment-* 
many  to  the  enemy. 
What  had  better  be  done  with  goods  confiscated  from  ladies  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqfor-OeHerdL 

Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Yiboinia,  Sbvbnth  Abmy  Oobps, 

Fort  Monrooj  Va.y  Februarff  18, 1883. 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Oommaiiding  North  Atkmtie  Bloekadi^  Squadron: 
Admibal.:  The  m^jor-general  commanding  the  department  diiects 
me  to  forward  to  you  the  inclosed  list  of  vessels  in  Government  employ 

*AzbitrMie8  peonliar  to  oiphor  ued  by  Dix  and  Piaok.    Their  names  not  dster- 
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at  this  place  and  vicinity,  with  the  respeetive  dates  of  assigament  and 
nmnbers  of  the  Hags  assigned  to  sach  vessels.* 

I  would  also  respectfully  state  that  the  omission  to  bnpply  yon  with 
the  list  before  was  on  aooonnt  of  my  having  sapposed  that  dne  notice  was 
also  given  yon  by  the  chief  quartermaster.  Lieutenant-Colonel  Thomas, 
at  the  same  time  he  furnished  it  to  these  neadquarters. 
I  am,  very  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUBEN, 
AiMiiiami  A^lfutamt'OmiermL 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Fel>ruarff  19,18d3. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

I  am  very  much  dissatisfied  with  Colonel  Dodge  and  his  management. 
He  has  allowed  his  men  to  plunder  the  country,  and  they  are  now  de- 
serting to  the  enemy.  The  President  has  recommended  him  to  the 
Senate  for  brieadier-general.    This  onght  not  to  be. 

I  think  you  had  better  sell  Mrs.  Portlock's  goods  at  anction.  Apply 
proceeds  to  public  use. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- Oenercd, 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ya.,  February  19, 18d3. 
General  H.  W.  Halleoe, 

Commander-in-Chief  U,  S.  Army^  Washingtonj  Z>.  C: 
Gbnebal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  have  just  had  a  conver- 
sation with  Admiral  Lee,  in  which  be  informed  me  that  his  gunboats  in 
the  sounds  of  North  Carolina  will  soon  be  ready  to  operate  up  the  Eoan- 
oke.  Tar,  and  Neuse  Elvers,  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  some  iron 
clad  gunboats  reported  to  be  bnilding  there. 

He  desires  my  co-operation,  which  I  propose  to  give  with  all  my  avail- 
able force.  I  can  do  this  the  more  effectively  if  me  Ninth  Army  Corps 
be  ordered  to  assist. 

If  the  disposable  transportation  be  limited  I  think  1  could  manage 
with  the  few  remaining  boats  in  the  sounds  to  transport  this  force  in 
detachments  from  Winfleld,  on  the  Chowan  Biver,  to  the  point  where 
the  force  wUl  be  used. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  F08TEB, 
M^i^'Oenerdlf  VokuUeer$» 


UmTBD  BTAXBS  FLACKBHIP  MmUBSOTA, 

Neiepart  Newa^  February  19,  IMS. 

M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  B.  A., 

Oommamding  Sefomtk  Army  Oorpa^  Fort  Ifonroa,  Va. : 

Gbnbbal.:  I  have  received  from  your  assistant  acyutant-general  a 
communication  dated  February  18,  inclosing  a  list  of  steamers  in  the 
employ  of  the  Government  at  Fortress  Monroe  and  vicinity.  I  beg  to  be 
informed  if  these  are  to  be  considered  as  additional  to  those  included  in 
the  lists  sent  me  in  your  letters  of  October  20  and  23.  I  fear  that  some 
unegularities  have  been  occasioned  by  my  n3t  having  been  promptly 

*T1m  Usty  in  whioh  allentious  irere  frequently  made,  ie  omitted. 
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supplied,  agreeably  to  the  arrangement  agreed  upon  in  October,  with 
the  names  of  st^^mers  as  they  were  added  to  or  taken  from  the  onginal 
list.  Under  this  arrangement  steamers  may  enter  and  pass  oat  of  the 
Roads  without  being  recognized  as  in  the  employ  of  your  department. 
To  avoid  any  abase  which  might  arise  oat  of  this  custom  I  have  to  re- 
quest that  yon  will  issae  orders  that  all  steamers  shall  commanicate 
with  the  guard  vessel  in  passing  between  the  hoars  of  sunset  and  sun- 
rise.   I  will  instruct  the  outer  guard  vessel  aocordinely. 

I  have  also  to  request  that  you  will  direct  that  the  nag-of-truce  steam- 
ers shall  be  required  so  to  arrange  their  movements  as  not  to  pass  the 
blockade  at  Newport  News  at  night,  as  by  doing  so  they  are  liablp  to 
be  fired  into. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfoUy.  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oomdg.  N.  Atlantie  Blockading  Squadron, 


Norfolk,  Febrwirg  20, 1883. 
Miyor-General  Dix: 

General  Peck's  information  seems  to  tally  with  the  reports  brought 
to  me  that  15,000  men  will  move  in  this  direction  through  Princess 
Anne  County.  I  have  examined  three  men  to-night  They  are  very 
much  frightened  and  believe  all  they  say. 

EGBERT  L.  YIELE, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Suffolk,  Va.,  FO^ruary  20, 1863. 
M%|or-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

General  Yiele  has  doubtless  communicated  the  information  received 
by  him  in  respect  to  a  contemplated  raid  or  movement  of  the  enemy  in 
this  direction.  Reports  come  in  ftom  contrabands  of  re-enfomements 
from  Richmond. 

Miyor  Stratton  will  go  to  Gatesville  and  South  MiUs  to-morrow  to 
wat^ch  that  coantry. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mt^or-OeneroL 


Suffolk,  Va.,  February  20, 1863. 
General  Yiblb,  Korfolk : 

M^jor  Stratton  will  start  in  the  morning  for  Gatesville  and  South 
Mills  and  will  watch  that  section. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-OenerdL 


HDQRS.  DsPT.  of  YlBOINlA,  SEVENTH  ABMY  GO&PS, 

Fort  Monroe,  Va,,  February  20,  1863. 

Actg.  Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

Adbobal  :  I  have  just  received  your  communication  of  yesterday. 
The  list  of  steamers  sent  you  by  Colonel  Yan  Bnren  yesterday  shows 
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the  additions  made  to  the  list  famished  yon*  in  October.  These  steam- 
ers should  have  been  reporter)  to  yon  at  the  time  they  were  respectively 
taken  into  the  service  of  the  Quartermaster's  Department:  but  through 
a  misapprehension  in  the  assistant  a^utant-generaPs  office,  explained 
in  Colonel  Van  Buren's  letter,  they  were  not  reported  to  me.  I  will 
see  that  no  such  mistake  occurs  hereafter,  and  that  all  changes  are 
reported  the  day  they  are  made.  I  think  no  inconvenience  has  resulted 
i^m  it,  as  all  these  steamers  have  a  flag  number,  and  none  others  are 
passed  without  special  permits. 

All  fttemners  in  the  service  of  the  army  communicate  with  the  guard 
vessel  now,  both  by  night  and  day,  when  it  is  possible.  If  they  are  in 
the  quartermaster's  service  they  exhibit  a  flag  with  a  number  corre- 
sponding with  that  on  the  list  which  has  been  furnished.  If  not  in  his 
service  they  are  passed  under  specif  permits. 

There  is  a  difficulty  at  night  in  distinguishing  the  guard  vessel  from 
others,  and  I  respectfully  suggest  that  the  one  here,  as  well  as  the  one 
at  Norfolk,  may  hoist  a  red  light  at  night,  so  that  our  steamers  may 
know  and  be  able  to  communicate  with  them. 

In  regard  to  flag-of-truce  boats,  their  purpose  always  is  to  reach  here 
before  night;  but  Colonel  Ludlow  is  sometimes  unavoidably  detained, 
and  it  may  happen,  too,  that  oar  prisoners  cannot  be  put  on  board  the 
transports  at  City  Point  in  time  to  reach  your  picket  boat  until  after 
dark.  The  prisoners  are  generally  miserably  provided  for,  and  a  delay 
of  a  single  night  at  Newport  News  would  be  inconvenient.  I  therefore 
propose  tiiat  you  suggest  some  signal,  by  whistle  or  lights,  by  which 
the  flag-of-truce  boats  may  advise  you  of  their  approach.  It  is  not 
likely  that  it  will  be  often  necessary  to  use  it. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Miyor-OenenroL 


Obnebal  Orders,  )    Hbqbs.  Dept.  of  Ya^7th  Army  Corps, 
No.  13.  f  Fart  Monroe^  to.,  February  20, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Louis  H.  Pelouze,  assistant  adjutant-general.  Seventh 
Army  Corps,  having  reported  pursuant  to  orders  from  the  War  De- 
partment, is  assigned  to  duty  at  these  headquarters. 
By  command  of  Major-General  Dix : 

D.  T.  VAN  BUBEN, 

A$8i8tani  Adjntani'€hnerdl. 


SxTFFOLK,  YjL,  February  21^  1863. 

MaJ.  Qen.  Jomv  A.  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

I  do  not  feel  much  apprehension  about  raids  upon  Norfolk  and  Ports- 
mouth. Those  places  are  very  strong  by  nature.  Tanner's  Creek,  East- 
em,  Southern,  and  Western  Branches  of  the  Elizabeth,  with  their  arms, 
canals,  and  swamps,  almost  bar  approach  at  any  time,  especially  when 
everything  is  flooded.  The  rebel  lines  of  defense  are  weU  selected,  and 
by  maps  1  have  are  only  about  3  or  4  mUes  in  extent— about  one-third 
of  mine.  That  swamp  is  a  dangerous  place  for  an  ordinary  force  basing 
upon  Blackwater.    Had  the  enemy  command  of  the  Albemarle  it  would 
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be  another  thing.  The  enemy  moet  pass  via  South  Milla.  The  bridges 
being  destroyed,  a  small  redoubt  with  a  regiment  and  some  artillery 
would  bar  up  the  approach. 

The  only  inducement  for  a  cavalry  movement  by  that  line  would  arise 
firom  combined  operations  against  Suffolk,  at  least  in  the  first  instance 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


United  States  Flao-bhip  MniNBfiOTA, 

Hewpart  Kew$j  Va.j  FebrMonrif  21, 1803. 

Ms^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Armf  Ocrpgy  Fortrea  Monroe: 

Obnebal  :  I  have  received  your  oommuDication  of  Febnuuy  20. 

Have  directed  that  the  guiurd  vessel  off  Fort  Monroe  and  Kcnfolk 
shall  have  a  red  light  hoisted  between  sunset  and  sunrise.  When  I 
wrote  you  about  the  flag-of-truce  boat  I  had  considered  what  yon  now 
suggest  about  a  signal.  The  objection  to  that  is  tlds :  Any  sudi  signal 
will  be  quickly  understood  through  informers,  and  may  be  badly  abused 
by  the  enemy.  If  the  exchanged  prisoners  pass  tflie  night  of  their  arri- 
val at  Old  Point  on  board  the  steamer  the  inoonvimience  would  prob- 
ably be  the  same  if  the  flag-of-truce  boat  should  leave  Oity  Pobit  at 
sudi  an  hour  as  would  admit  of  her  passing  the  blo<&ade  at  daylight. 

If  tliis,  which  appears  to  me  to  be  quite  practicable,  cannot  be  car- 
ried out,  I  will  ou  h'^aring  from  you  instruct  the  fleet  captain  to  arrange 
variable  signals  with  the  flag-of-truce  boat  and  the  picket  vessels. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotftilly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LBB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admirdlf  Oomdg.  N.  AUamHe  Bloekading  Bgnadron. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  Yiboinia^  Sbtbnth  Abict  Oobpb, 

Fort  Monroe f  Va^  Febmary  23, 1868. 

Actg.  Rear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantic  Bloekading  Squadron  ; 

Admiral;  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  letter  firom  Oaptain  Bdgar, 
of  the  steamer  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  the  mail  boat  between  this  post  and 
Yorktown,  setting  forth  a  forcible  intrusion  into  his  vessel  by  Lieuten- 
ant Blake,  commanding  officer  of  the  Mahaska,  the  guard  vessel  at 
Yorktown,  and  the  arrest  of  Mr.  John  E.  Wilson,  his  clerk,  who  was 
taken  on  board  the  said  vessel  and  kept  in  irons  from  4  o^clock  in  the 
aft^noon  to  10  o^clock  the  next  day.  I  have  examined  Mr.  Wilson  and 
a  witness  who  saw  a  part  of  the  transaction  for  which  the  former  was 
arrested,  and  their  testimony  shows  that  the  pilot,  Mr.  Green,  had  a 
quarrel  with  Mr.  Wilson  of  a  private  nature,  resulting  in  blows;  and 
from  all  the  flacts  I  think  there  is  no  doubt  that  Mr.  Green  was  the 
aggressor. 

But  whatever  the  merits  of  the  case  may  be,  the  act  of  Lieutenant 
Blake  in  stopping  the  mail  steamer  in  the  service  of  the  army  and  tak- 
ing one  of  her  officers  out  of  her  by  force,  instead  of  bringing  the  case 
before  me,  was  an  outrage  which  I  do  not  doubt  you  will  cidl  on  him 
promptly  to  redress. 
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The  dday  in  bringing  the  case  before  y<m  waa  oaosed  by  your  ab> 
ienoe  and  l^  aocidental^  mislaying  Oaptun  Edgar's  letter. 
I  am.  very  respeotftillyy  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

UHITSD  BTAXBS  FLA0-8HIP  MimrBSOTA, 

Of  Newport  JTam,  Fa.,  FtHMruarp  24, 1888. 

W4.  Gen.  Jomr  A.  Diz,  n.  &  A., 

Oimmumding  SevmM  Armg  0arp9j  Foftn$$  McmroOj  Vcu : 

^maxsRAiji  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ofyoar  oomimi- 
vieatlon  of  Febroary  23,  ooverhig  a  letter  from  Oaptain  £dgwr,  of  the 
ateamer  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  in  regard  to  ao  alleged  forcible  intmsioD 
into  that  vessel  by  Lientenant  BUSkc,  of  the  Navy,  and  the  seisnre  and 
aomflnement  by  him  of  the  derk  of  that  steamer. 

Shis  matter  will  receive  prompt  attention  and  the  resnlt  will  be  oom- 
Aonicated  to  yon  as  soon  as  practicable. 

T  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfkdly,  yonrSf 

8.  P.  LBB, 
Adg.  Bmr-Admiral^  Ocmdg.  IT.  AiUmMc  Bloekadimg  Bgrnirm^ 


HbADQUABTBBB  DBPABTMBirT  OF  YlROIMU, 

Fart  Mimra&j  Va^  JUmary  28^  1888. 

0^^  W.  B.  BlaxMj  Prawmt-MarOM : 

OAPTAor :  Yon  will  on  receipt  of  this  send  Mr.  Kewboald,  llie  cor- 
vsapondent  of  the  Few  York  Times,  oat  dT  the  department.  He  has 
flKxre  than  once  misrepresented  the  condition  of  things  here.  I  had 
last  evening  a  dispatch  fh>m  H^jor-General  Peck  informing  me  that  one 
dlb.  XfeinKnild's  statements  in  regard  to  matters  inhisconmittDd  was 
nntroe.  Bepresentatlons  in  regard  to  a  department  in  contact  with  tiie 
enemy  shoold  not  onlv  be  prodent,  bat  true;  and  Mr.  Newboold  in  his 
■eal  for  the  press  witii  wmoh  he  is  coonected  has  not  taken  pabis  to 
ascertain  flie  trnth  of  his  statements,  rendering  conectioDs 
sr  creating  oneasiness  which  no  correction  is  m  time  to  repair.  He 
abfvioody  a  sensationaUst  and  this  is  no  place  for  him. 
I  am,  respectftaUy,  yoais, 

JOHN  A.  DDE, 

Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YmonnA,  BBVXNm  Abut  Oobpb, 

Fart  MawraOj  Fa.,  FOrwiry  2^  1883. 
Actcr*  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Commanding  North  AtkmHe  Blockading  Squadrom : 

hmcaUL:  The  officer  in  command  of  the  guard  vessel  took  finom  the 
eaptein  of  the  steamer  Planter,  which  arrivra  here  tiiis  morning  wifli 
ttooipBj  his  original  orders,  handing  him  the  copy,  which  I  indose.  I 
lenectflilly  aw  that  they  may  be  retomed  to  me.  ThOT  constitote, 
wiui  the  indorsement  of  the  quartermaster  here,  the  evidence  ^  the 
peiformanoe  of  the  service  for  which  the  steamer  was  chartered,  and 
aie  necessaiy  for  the  adjustment  of  llie  c^»tain's  account  with  iiie 
Quaitennastei's  Department. 

45  B  B^yoL  xvin 
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I  reqieelAiIly  ask  that  yon  will  direct  tJie  oommander  of  (fee  gwvd 
▼eofld  not  to  take  ftom  tcoDflieiit  steamen  antying  here  wifli  tnaj^ 
or  mmpUea  for  the  army  their  original  ozdoniibat  to  keep  oopiesiif  yoo 
require  them. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  leapeetftdly,  yom& 
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TThitsd  Btatbs  FLAO-amp  HunrasoiA, 

Q^irneport  JTmm,  Fa.,Jfare»  1,1863. 


Oomdg,  Sevmtk  Armg  OMpi,  Fttrt  Mvmve,  Va.  : 
G-amBAi. :  I  leoedved  this  evening  your  oommonioatton  dated  38tli 
ultimo.    It  is  neoessBiy  that  the  guim  vessel  shoold  have  ao  oii^nal 


oertUoate  t 

ofder  to  show  tiie  oharaoter  of  a  t«bsu  and  cargo  pasdng  toe  bkwkade. 
Hie  oertifloate  of  the  qoartennaster  at  FortresB  Monroe  mU  answw  tf  ' 


)  BNid  in  with  the  weekl;  retain  £Mm  the  departmnbt  in 
gthebloob 


porpose,  whidi  X  reitieotftilly  request  tod  will  have  given  in  all  oaaes 
vriMve  it  is  desiAUe  that  the  Teese)  ahonld  retain  her  original  or^. 
The  goard  Tessd  will  be  directed  to  retnro  the  order  to  which  yon  n 


vriMve  it  is  desimUe  that  the  Teese)  should  retain  lier  c 
le  goard  tcmcI  will  be  directed  to  retnro  the  order  to  which  yon  i 
r,  Mtd  heroaftar  merely  to  take  the  name  of  the  tzansport  havhig 
'Toops  on  board  aad  aftwward  get  a  cerdflcate  from  thequMtermaeter. 
This  wlD  be  dmia  in  mder  not  to  detain  the  (zoom  even  to  otmy  the 
order;  bnt  it  will  be  very  InoonTsnlent  to  tliegnaid  vessel,  in  action 
to  her  boarding  datiea— havlDg  no  eteam-tng  to  assist  her— to  do  Uiis 
^wept  in  case  of  tattop  ships.  Even  in  case  of  troop  transports  it  woold 
be  otmvenlent  if  the  qnsrtennaster,  who  lias  tugs  at  his  command,  would 
send  the  eertifloate  mt  to  tb»  gnard  vesseL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  veiy  respeotfnlly,  yoois, 

B.  P.  LEE, 
Aelg.  Bear-AduinU,  Oomdg.  if.  AOamUeBJoekadiim  Sqtuubnm. 
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[01  AT. 


ITih 

43d 

Iffih  MannafihTiiiirttiT 

61sl 


of  ike  BighfemUh  Armp  Oarpty  eammamded  tf  M€^.  Oen.  Mkm 
G.  Farter  {headquartere  New  Bemej  N.  0.)j  February^  1883. 

Foar  DiYuaoN. 

Brig.  Gen.  L  N.  Pauook  eommnnding. 

OoL  T.  J.  O.  Akobt  omnmiinding.  CoL  H.  C.  tauL  ooBmundlqg. 

6tli  HaHMhiueMi. 
ITilh  Mijwnnliiwfifti 
Snh  HMHMdiiueMi. 
4eiih  IfaanohiueMi. 

BMOOWD  DmaiOB. 
Brig.  Gen.  HmT  M.  Nao) 

Brig.  Gen.  C.  A.  HwcmiAiff  oomnumding. 


3ld  MimanhnOTliti 
Mh  New  JeiMj. 
aiafe  New  Toric 
98lli  New  Toric 


ding. 
Col.  W.  W.  H.  Datu 


oomnuuidiag. 


CoL  nuvon  A.  OsBOBir  eommimdfag, 

aMh  Illinois. 
OM  OUo. 
(RthOliio. 
176lh  PennoylTania. 


11th  Maine. 
100th  New  York. 

fifid  Penn^ylTMiia. 
104th  Penn^lTwda. 
Independent  New  Torit 


XSZKD  DIYinOB. 
Bng.  Gen.  O.  8.  Fbbbt  eommnnding. 

OoL  J.  B.  HowBLL  comnuaidtng. 


58th  New  York. 
58th  Penn^ylTHiiA. 
86ih  FennaylTeniA. 
174th  PennoylTanin. 


Brig.  Gen.  H.  W.  W: 
.  HUni  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  L.  C.  HmiT  oonunuidiqg. 


85th  New  York. 

99d  New  Toric. 

96th  New  Tork. 
101st  PennqrWsnia. 
103d  PennasylTsnift. 


Brig.  Gen.  T.  G.  SviYiNSOir  eommMidiag. 


10th  Conneotieat. 
24th  HsBBMhosetts. 
44th  ICssBsehnsetts. 
5th  Rhode  Uland. 


FITTB  DIYlBiOM, 
Brig.  Gen.  H.  PsorcB  oommsiiding. 


FW9t  BH§mi§, 

Brig.  Gen.  F.  B.  Spimola  oommanding. 

138d  New  York. 
166th  Penn^lTania. 
171st  PennsylTania. 
t75tfa  PennsylTwda. 


Seoimd  Brigade. 
CoL  Jambs  Joukdan  oomaandlng. 

3d  MasBSohusetts  IfUitia. 

8th  Massaohoaetts  Militia. 
158th  New  York. 
168th  PennsylTania. 
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Brig.  G«ii*  J.  H.  Lbplu  oommanding. 

3d  New  Toik  ArtillAry. 
83d  Independmit  New  York  Bftttorr. 
M«h  Hew  York  Batteiy. 

Uk  Rhode  Uland  ArAlery  BsMery  F. 

MU.  &  AitUlMT,  Oompanj  O. 

OAYALRT. 

Col.  8.  H.  Mix  eommendiiig. 
3d  Mew  ToA  CftTiilrj. 

VNATTAOHBD, 

Brig.  Gen.  Edwabd  E.  FomuL 
Ul  Korlli  CMTolina  (Union)  Volimteera. 


FoBT  M0NBOB9  Ya.|  Mairck  2, 1863. 

M%|.  Geu.  H.  W.  Hallbox,  Ohiqf  of  Staff: 

A  demoD8tration  was  made  on  the  enemy's  lines  yesterday  whioh 
broaght  CMit  a  considerable  foroe.  An  attack  was  to  nave  becm  made 
on  one  of  his  batteries  last  night,  bat  was  probably  postponed  for  want 
of  boats,  to  be  brought  from  Norfolk.  Every  effort  will  be  made  to 
ascertain  promptly  Ms  strength.  I  telegraphed  Chdneral  Peck  on  the 
sabject  last  night,  after  my  retnm  from  Soffolk,  in  consequence  of  a 
dispatch  from  General  Butterfleld  stating  that  Hood's  and  Pickett^s 
divisions  were  reported  in  Hooker's  front.  I  have  Just  received  a  dis- 
patch from  (General  Peck  in  which  he  says  deserters  from  Pickett^s 
division  state  that  they  saw  Pickett  yesterday  and  that  no  brigades 
have  gone  i^m  Longstreet^s  command.  They  received  orders  to  be 
ready  to  move  last  night,  but  the  orders  were  countermanded.  One  of 
the  deserters,  a  Texan,  says  that  Hood  was  there  yesterday.  Jenkins' 
division  is  before  Suffolk.  I  will  direct  General  Peck  to  make  a  recon- 
naissance in  fbrce,  and  will  be  ready  to  make  the  movement  refeired  to 
by  you  promptly. . 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 
MajoT'QtMralj  OammandH^g. 


HBABQUABTBBS  BIOHTBBNTH  ABMY  OOBPS, 

New  Ben^j  Marek  2, 1863. 
Mai.  C^^n.  H.  W.  Hallbox, 

Omi/eralinOhief  U.  8.  Army^  WaskingUmj  D.  0. : 

Gbnbbal:  I  have  received  information  that  the  cofp$  Wwmie  of 
M%}.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  within  the  limits  of  this  State  and  that  he 
commands  this  department.  General  Longstreet^s  corps,  it  is  thought, 
has  gone  either  to  the  southwest  or  to  the  vicinity  of  Charleston. 

I  referred  in  my  Inst  letter  to  some  iron-clads  being  constructed 
on  the  Tar  and  Boanoke  Bivers.  It  is  understood  that  the  one  on  the 
Boanoke  Biver  is  nearly  completed,  and  to  prevent  its  being  destroyed 
1^  our  gunboats  before  it  is  ready  for  service  the  enemy  have  assem- 
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bled  a  large  force  at  HamiltMii  eaid  to  be  7,000  infimtiT,  1,000  eimdxy, 
and  seven  batteries  of  between  six  and  eiffht  pieoes  each. 

The  fortifications  at  Bainbow  Blaf^  Just  oelow  Hamilton,  destroyed  by 
me  last  November,  are  being  repaired  and  heavy  gnns  being  mounted 
from  Wcddon.  A  considerable  force  is  at  Weldon  and  the  enemy  aie 
busily  engaged  in  fordfying  that  pcdnt 

My  present  force  of  artillery  and  the  foot  that  my  best  troops  have 
been  sent  to  the  Department  of  the  South  will  not  allow  me  to  attack 
Hamilton  with  any  reasonable  prospect  of  success. 

To  prevent  the  enemy  from  putting  their  threat  into  execution  of 
taking  the  town  of  Plymouth,  taking  the  gunboats,  or  driving  them  out 
of  the  river,  I  propose  to  re-enforce  that  point,  and  at  the  same  time  I 
have  prepared  a  strong  reconnaissanoe,  under  General  Prince,  to  move 
in  t^e  direction  of  Wilmington,  and  so  prevent  too  great  an  aooomula- 
tion  of  force  on  the  Boanoke  until  such  time  as  I  shidl  be  strong  enou^ 
to  attack  with  advantage.  The  command  is  only  waiting  for  a  suitaime 
condition  of  the  roads  to  move,  the  recent  rains  having  rendered  them 
almost  impassable. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respeotfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTEB, 
Mt^'Oeneralj  O&mmamdimg. 


XTnitsd  Statbs  Flao>ship  Minnesota, 

Newport  Neu>»y  Marek  3, 1803. 
M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Oamnumding  Seventh  Army  Corps j  Fort  Monroe^  Va.  : 

Geiobbal  :  I  inclose  Lieutenant  Blake's  explanation  for  your  perusal, 
when  please  return  it  to  me.  You  will  see  that  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  had  not  been  folly  and  correctly  represented  to  you.  Still  the 
course  pursued  by  this  young  officer,  then  in  temporarr  command  of 
the  Mahaska,  was  iiregnlar  and  ii\)udidous.  I  regret  we  occurrence, 
and  am  sure  that  no  official  discourtesy  was  intended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfally,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bear'AdmirtUf  Oomdg.  N*  AUantio  Blockading  Squadron. 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  Jfarcft  3,  1803. 
Millor-Oeneral  Dix: 

Colonel  Spear  has  Just  reported  the  result  of  a  reconnaissance  toward 
Franklin.  From  sources  that  he  says  are  entirely  reliable  the  enemy 
is  reported  at  20,000. 

JOKET  J.  PBOE, 

Muffor-OeieraL 

Maboh  3. 
M%jor-General  Peok,  Suffolk: 

It  is  reported  that  a  company  of  the  Mounted  Rifles  have  deserted  to 
the  enemy.  I  cannot  credit  the  report  It  is  also  rex>orted  that  two  of 
the  companies  refhsed  to  go  on  picket  duty.  It  is  important  that  I 
should  Imow  the  truth  of  these  reports  at  once. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M<0or'€teneral. 
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StTTFOUCi  MmrA  S,  19KL 
Mqj.  Qem.  Johk  A.  Dix: 

The  indoraemeiit  of  Uokmel  Dodge  is  as  foUovs : 

Not  one  Indiridiial  member  of  the  Mooated  Riflee  has  ever  reftued  to  do  any  duty. 
No  oomjDMiy  bee  deserted  nor  ia  thero  any  poeeible  orobability  of  soeh  an  otooneaee. 
Aboat  20  men  have  deeerted  ahioe  let  Janoary— IS  of  them  toflotber;  ean  latidho- 
torliy  expUdn  whv.  Tbe  moral*  of  the  regiment  was  neyer  better  than  it  la  today. 
My  reaeone  fbr  beuering  this  are  leliable,  and  will  satisQr  any  one  of  the  entire  want 
of  foondation  fiir  Booh  mmoiB  as  an  sent. 

0HABLE8  0.  DODGB. 

CMoas^#0. 

Have  oaUed  for  a  report,  wtaioh  I  will  forward. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK^ 

SiTFFOLK,  Marek  4,  1863. 
ICflJor-Oeneral  Dec: 

Spear  left  at  11  last  niffht.  with  the  most  profoimd  secre^^,  to  cat  off 
a  gnard  on  this  side  the  briage  at  Franklin.  Two  men  desmed  thirty 
minutes  before  he  passed  the  pickets  and  carried  the  information  to 
Franklin.  All  was  ready  for  his  reception— artillery,  infontry,  &o.  He 
lost  none  bnt  captured  three.  His  last  dispatoh  says  Lcmgstreet  and 
Jadkson  are  there  with  re-enfoicements.  Of  the  latter  there  can  be  bnt 
litUe  donbt;  as  to  those  generals  I  cannot  say.  Longstreet  has  been 
reported  in  the  West,  whioh  I  do  not  belieye. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

FOBT  MONBOB.  VA., 

Mar  A  4, 1863*^.20  a.  m. 
Mq).  Oen.  H.  W.  Haixbox, 

OeneraUn-Ohirf: 

It  Is  reported  to  me  from  Biohmond  that  nearly  all  the  insnrgent 
army  has  left  Fredericksburg,  and  are  moving  to  North  Oarolina  and 
the  Blaokwater.  A  deserter  from  Biohmond  also  states  that  there  were 
but  30,000  men  at  Fredericksburg  a  week  aga  I  have  Just  received 
the  following  dispatoh  from  General  Peck: 

SunoiJC,  Ta.,  Mmrtk  %  1888. 


The  news  from  Blaokwater  Is  that  the  Ninth  Corps  Is  beie  or  aniTing,  on  the  snp- 
posltlon  that  the  enemy  bas  been  re-enfbreed  to  90,000.  A  reUtlTeof  Jemnon  Dayia 
u  In  ii«wwwMi<t  where  rryor  bas  been.    The  artUleiy  Is  espeolalbr  meiitloned  as  being 


tbe  best  in  the  fiontb.   Some  new oaralry  reported.   TUsoQaMsnomMrMms  residing 
In  diflbrent  plaees,  and  Spear  eredlts  it.    Spear  Is  going  out  tide  ereimifr 

JOHN  J.  FBCK, 

Jfnifor-OeMral. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^for-QeneraL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  Marth  5, 1803. 
Mi^or-General  Dix: 

Odonel  Spear  has  returned.  He  reports  20,000  on  the  Blaokwater. 
GetMoral  Colston  is  there.  General  Longsfseet  is  at  Petersbrrg  with 
two  divisions  of  Ids  corps.    He  visits  Blackwater  once  or  twice  every 
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week;  Jadkaon  not  there.  PiyorluiBbeentoBichmoiidtogiveaoooimt 
of  Mb  operations  before  a  oonrt  of  inqoiiy  and  retained  yesterday.  Re- 
ports are  eontradiotoiy  that  I  get  from  prisoners. 

JOHK  J.  PEOK, 

MqfoT'OeieraL 


Hdqbb.  First  Diyision,  Eiohtbenth  Arvt  Oospb, 

New  Beme^  March  6, 1863. 
Ueat  Ool.  Southard  Hoffman, 

Atiistant  AdjuUmt-Cfm^eral: 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report,  for  the  Information  of  the  command- 

Ing  general  of  tiie  department,  the  following  flB<ots  relative  tc  the  anest 

if  certain  oitiJBens  of  fidenton  oy  the  military  authorities  in  Uie  Deput- 

nent  of  Virginia,  and  of  the  canying  away  si  certain  horses  by  the  same 

Htthority : 

It  appears  that  after  the  flriiii^  apon  a  party  of  Dodgers  cavalry,  arid 
die  kiuhig  of  one  of  ttiem  by  some  gnerrUlas  near  Edenton,  a  railit^jy 
force  was  sent  to  that  place  and  arrested  some  8  or  10  persons.  On  my 
recent  tiispeothig  tonr  I  had  an  interview  with  the  mayor  and  principal 
oltijiens  of  Bdenton  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  all  the  Ihcts  in  the 
5ase.  The  citizens  appear  to  be  much  outraged  at  the  appearance  of 
(ueirilla  parties  in  their  vicinity,  as  of  course  they  must  suffer  for  it. 
They  do  not  pretend  to  say  anything  in  &vor  of  some  of  those  who  wore 
arrested,  and  say  they  are  rejoiced  that  they  have  been  curied  away, 
as  they  are  troublesome,  bad  men,  and  one  or  two  of  them  are  deserters 
firom  tne  rebel  army. 

Inclosed  I  send  statement  signed  by  those  citizens  concerning  Joshua 
T.  Stacy,  Moses  Hobbs,  Seth  Parker,  John  Goffield,  John  8.  Leary, 
and  J.  S.  Leaiy,  ir.,  six  of  the  persons  arrested  and  carried  to  Suffolk. 

The  citizens  who  make  these  statements  are  said  to  be  loyal  men. 
My  belief  is  that  they  have  at  least  remained  always,  since  Edenton 
has  been  in  our  possession,  peaceable  and  quiet  and  desiroas  of  doing 
no  act  against  the  United  States  authorities ;  and  I  think  it  nothing 
more  than  my  duty  to  request  yon  to  bring  the  matter  to  the  early  at- 
tention of  the  commanding;  officer  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  in 
order  that  a  &ir  investigation  may  be  had  in  the  several  cases. 
I  am,  sir,  respectltdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  K  PALMBB, 
Brigadier-QeMral  Volfimteen. 


Suffolk,  Va.,  Marek  6, 1883. 
M%ior-General  Dix: 

Three  very  intelligent  non-commissioned  officers  have  been  out  to- 
ward Blackwater  looking  for  deserters.  Last  night  they  passed  them- 
S(dves  for  Gonfederates  and  had  the  freedom  of  the  house  of  a  leading 
rebel  near  Windsor,  fh>m  whom  they  picked  up  many  items.  He  said 
firom  20,000  to  25,000  were  on  Blackwater^  that  a  new  general  was 
there  and  they  were  coming  over  so  soon  as  the  river  fell  safficiently. 
It  was  high  and  some  bridges  had  been  damaged.  Their  spies  knew  iJl 
about  Suffolk ;  that  we  had  12,000,  and  two  gunboats.  These  numbers 
agree  very  nearly  wit^  information  I  received  fi*om  numerous  quarters 
and  fh>m  men  of  good  judgment  and  general  information. 

JOHK  J.  PEOE, 
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FOBT  MoHBOK,  Ya.,  Morek  6, 1868. 
M%|.  Qen.  H.  W.  Halubox, 

Qeneralrin'Ohief  U.  8.  Arm^: 

Another  reoonnaifisance  on  the  Blackwater  pnts  the  enemy's  force  at 
20y000.  It  is  commanded  by  General  Oolston.  Longstreet  is  said  to 
be  at  Petersborg,  bnt  I  do  not  consider  it  certain.  Colonel  Spear  has 
captored  3  of  the  enemy's  pickets,  2  horseSi  3  rifles,  sabers,  and  other 
articles. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Maboh  7. 
M%jor*General  Pbuk,  Bufkiilk : 

Last  night  it  was  reported  to  me  through  Admiral  Lee  that  Pryorhad 
icnt  a  force,  probably  smidl,  to  Smithfteld  and  Paffan  Greek  fonr  days 
mo.    It  would  be  well  to  ascertain.    The  gnns  wiU  be  attended  to. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


XTnitbd  States  Flao-ship  MnnrsBOTA, 

Newport  Newi^  March  7, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Commanding  Seventh  Armp  Oorpe^  Fortresft  Monroej  Va, : 

OERBBAii :  The  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  at  Norfolk 
reports  to  metoday  that  the  quartermaster  at  t^t  post  declines  to  give 
certiflcates  to  transports  returning  in  ballast  fix)m  Norfolk  on  the  ground 
that  their  contracts  with  Government  expired  when  their  cargoes  were 
discharged  and  that  they  were  therefore  no  longer  in  Ghovemment  em- 
ploy. 1  beff  you  will  give  such  directions  as  wiU  prevent  the  inconven- 
iences whiw  arise  firom  this.  I  would  suggest  that  a  certificate  in  each 
case  ftom  the  quartermaster,  stating  that  the  vessel  had  come  as  a 
transport  in  the  employ  of  the  army  and  was  going  out  in  baUast^  would 
be  all  that  is  necessary. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oomdg*  N.  Atlantio  Blockading  Squadron. 


Hd^bs.  Dept.  of  Yiboinia,  Ssvbhth  Abmt  Oobps, 

Fort  MonroCj  Fa.,  March  7, 1863. 

His  Bxcellency  Abbaham  LmooLN, 

of  the  United  States : 


Sib  :  I  am  extremely  unwilling  to  trouble  you,  amid  your  multifleaious 
and  responsible  duties,  with  a  matter  which  ought  to  have  been  settled 
elsewhere;  but  having  failed  in  every  effort  to  arrange  it  I  feel  it  my 
duty  to  the  public  service  to  appeal  to  you.  Soon  after  Admiral  Lee 
took  command  of  the  blockading  squadron  on  this  part  of  the  coast  he 
placed  a  gunboat  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Fort  Wool,  a  short  distance 
to  the  east,  and  required  all  vessels  bound  to  this  post,  even  when  laden 
with  army  stores,  to  come  to  anchor  or  heave  to  until  a  i>ermit  tc  come 
to  the  dock  could  be  procured  from  me.    No  such  requirement  has  been 
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enforced  before  irinoe  the  oommeneMDent  of  flie  war.  It  is  not  only  a 
new  bat  a  needleas  vexation,  and  has  led  in  aome  inatanoee  to  the  moat 
s^OQS  inconvenience  and  loea.  The  only  pretext  onder  which  it  can  be 
made  is  to  enforce  the  blockade,  and  as  against  this  fort  it  is  an  absurd- 
ily.  A  blockade  is  an  investment  of  an  enemy's  port  Admiral  Lee  is 
blockading  one  of  oar  forts  by  one  of  our  gunboats — a  novelty  in  war 
which  is  witliout  precedent 

I  protested  against  this  proceeding  at  the  outset  as  an  indignity  to  the 
army  and  to  the  commander  of  this  military  department,  whose  head- 
quarters are  here;  and  I  would  have  resisted  it  but  for  an  unwillingness 
to  present  to  the  public  the  scandal  of  a  quarrel  between  theArmy  and 
the  Kayy,  when  the  cordial  co-operation  of  both  is  needed  to  maintain 
the  national  interests  and  honor. 

If  the  object  of  the  blockade  of  the  enemy'to  territoiy  were  promoted 
by  the  measure  I  would  silently  acquiesce  in  it,  objectionalde  as  it  is. 
But  no  such  object  is  gained.  There  is  no  enemy's  territory  to  block- 
ade within  15  miles  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  the  blockading  squadron  at 
Newport  UTews  and  Norfolk  shuts  out  all  ingress.  It  does  not  profess 
to  be  a  precaution  against  smuggling,  and  it  would  be  useless  if  it  did. 
There  is  a  revenue  vessel  at  Fort  Monroe,  commanded  by  avery  foithfhl 
and  vigilant  officer.  There  is  also  a  captain  of  the  port,  with  a  compe- 
tent force.  These  two  officers  examine  all  vessels  that  come  to  Fort 
Monroe,  not  only  a^  to  the  sufficiency  of  their  papers  but  as  to  their 
cargoes,  opening  rad  scrutinizing  every  cask  and  package. 

The  partial  ol^eotions  to  the  measure  are  these: 

1st  It  compels  every  vessel  to  come  to  and  to  send  to  the  fort  for  a 
permit  often  at  great  inconveidence. 

2d.  It  occasions  delays*  always  vexatious  in  time  of  war,  when  the 
prompt  ddivery  of  supplies  is  necessary,  and  sometimes  exceedingly 
annoying.  The  last  time  I  visited  Washington  a  commissary'^  veesd, 
laden  with  potatoes,  of  which  we  were  greatly  in  need,  was  kept  Iving 
alongside  of  the  guard  boat  twenty-four  hours  because  I  was  not  here 
to  grant  a  pennit  On  the  same  day  some  boats  laden  with  insurgents 
came  out  <^  the  Bappahannock  and  burned  the  ship  Alleghanian,  laden 
with  guano.  If  the  gunboat  had  been  employed  in  protecting  our  mhu- 
merce  here  instead  of  blockading  the  army  at  Fort  Monroe  and  keeping 
us  out  of  our  supplies  it  would  have  deprived  the  enemy  of  a  success 
and  spared  us  an  annoyance. 

3d.  It  is  the  source  not  only  of  annoyance  but  of  disaster  and  private 
ii\jury.  On  the  night  of  the  21st  ultimo,  in  the  midst  of  a  violent  easterly 
gale  and  snow-storm,  a  schooner  laden  with  forage  for  the  quartermas- 
ter in  attempting  to  enter  the  harbor  for  shelter  was  ordered  off  by  the 
guard  boat,  as  the  captain  states,  because  she  had  not  a  permit  ftom  me, 
and  ran  aground  on  the  beach.  She  was  unladen  with  great  inconven- 
ience, and  we  had  three  steamers  employed  for  portions  of  two  days  to 
get  her  afloat    The  actual  loss  to  Government  cannot  be  less  than  $1^000. 

The  officer  of  the  gunboat,  as  I  learn,  has  authority  to  pass  vessels 
driven  into  the  harbor  by  violent  storms^  but  misapprehensions  some- 
times arise  and  sorious  accidents  occur  in  consequence.  If  the  gunboat 
were  removed  there  would  be  no  danger  of  misunderstanding  and  loss. 

These  are,  briefly,  some  of  the  inconveniences  and  the  evils  of  this  meas- 
ure. IobJecttoit,ftr8t,  as  useless;  second,  as  inconvenientand  vexatious; 
third,  as  producing  public  annoyance  and  injury:  fourth,  as  a  source  ox 
private  wrong  and  loss ;  and,  fifth,  as  an  indignify  to  the  annv;  and  on 
these  grounds  I  ask  your  interposition  to  terminate  it    I  indoseamap 
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diowing  the  poeltkm  of  flie  gunboat  at  A,  a&d  I  request  that  she  may 
be  reqmied  to  be  removed  and  plaoed  as  fv  west  as  B.  and  that  this 
fort  and  the  andhoring  ipronnd  between  it  and  Hampton  oe  left  open  to 
the  access  of  vessds,  as  it  was  under  Admirals  Ooldsborongh  and  Wilkes, 
not  only  to  snoh  as  nave  army  supplies  but  such  as  come  here  for  shelter, 
subject  to  the  usual  revenue  and  military  inspection,  which  is  never 
omitted. 

There  is  an  immense  contraband  traffic  carried  on  between  the  York 
and  Bappahannock  Bivera,  md  the  steamer  which  is  blockading  us 
might  render  a  vi^uable  service  in  that  quarter  instead  of  creating  an- 
noyance to  the  anuy  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  veiy  lespectflilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHET  A.  DIX, 

Mtlfor-OmeroL 

SUVFOIJE,  March  7, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Dix,  Fori  Mcmroe: 

The  proposed  exchange  reminds  me  that  the  infjemtiy  force  here  is 
very  low,  considering  its  very  recent  orgaulsation.  Bayonets  of  men  for 
duly,  7400 :  aggregate,  8,300.  Should  an  attack  be  made  during  stormy 
weiMther,  waax  oommnnioatian  is  interrupted  between  Old  Point  and 
Norfolk,  the  enemy  might  possibly  gain  some  advantage. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Jfqfor-GMsroZ. 


FOBT  MONBOS,  Va.,  March  9, 1803. 
M%jor-General  Hallbck, 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  ih>m  General  Peck : 

SuivoiJC,  Tiu,  Mmrth  9, 1863. 
MMtat-Qeatni  Oiz: 

Cokmel  Dodge  has  Jusi  letmned  foun  Blaokwatcr  bejood  Windsor.  Hii  adTuioe 
wMilxedapoiibyieoeloftyaliy.  Ho  diaigedflMiDLfollowiiig  down  Bridge  road,  and 
eaptmed  4.  with  6  hones  and  other  equipments.  Tlio  party  grossed  orcr.  His  in- 
ftunnaiion  is  oonoboratiye  of  aU  we  hare  of  the  teee  of  the  enemy.  Msonon  giye 
twen^-odd  thousand  on  the  riTsr.  GenenlHiU  had  been  them,  rat  thon^t  he  was 
not  tnege  now.    Additienal  oavaby  legbnents  an  mentioned ;  also  new  batteries. 

Pryor  not  in  oommand.  

JOHN  J.  PECK. 

JOHXr  A.  DIX, 

Mn^'Oaieral, 


U^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallsok, 


FoBT  MoNBOBy  Ya.,  March  9, 1863. 

OcncraUt^Ohief: 

The  account  of  20,000  men  on  the  Black  water  is  confirmed  from  many 
qoarters.  There  is  a  hirge  force  at  Petersburg  and  Drewiy's  Blnn. 
very  few  troops  at  Birhmond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^far-OcieroL 
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Fort  MomtoSi  Va^  March  11, 1883. 

M%j.  Oen.  H.  W.  Haixbok. 

Gm^al-m-OMef  U.  &  Army: 

I  have  just  reoeived  the  following  dispatch  ftom  Qeneral  Peek : 

8uFfOLK,  Va.,  Mmnk  11, 1863. 

General  Johm  A.  Dm: 

The  Fifty-€eoond  and  Fiftor-flfth  North  CaxoUna  and  two  lliniailppi  le^mento  art 
among  the  late  anivaU;  deeerten  say  Uurge  leghne&ti;  that  General  lionntreel 
\bb  oommandy  with  headquarten  at  Petenbms.  He  lent  a  diTiaUm  to  ChaneBton, 
which  is  xetnniinff  to  Petenbnrg  for  Frederlessbnxg.  Two  leglmenta,  Vitginianei 
under  orden  fox  menbuig  from  Blaokwaler. 

JOHN  J.  FBCK, 


JOHH  A.  DIX, 

Mrior-QmrroL 


Suffolk,  March  11, 1863. 
lfi%|or-Oeneral  Dn: 

Gharleston  Meroaiy  of  26th  February  baa  the  following  : 

Longstreet^e  diyieion  of  Lee^e  anny  Is  in  motion.  Some  16|000  paeeed  thnn^ 
Biohmond.    They  took  the  route  pointing  to  the  soatJi  tide  of  the  Jameife 

This  baa  been  verified  by  the  general  reports  since  about  that  time. 
Of  late,  some  reported  a  division  going  to  South  Oarolina.  To-day  the 
deserters  say  it  Is  back  again,  and  will  probably  go  to  Fredericksburg. 

JOHN  J.  PEOKy 

Maior-€hneraL 


Headqtjabtbbs  Eiohtbbnth  Abmy  Oobpb. 

New  Bemcj  N.  0.j  March  11, 1863. 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

QmeraUn-Ohief  U.  8.  Army^  Washington^  D.  V. : 

Gbnebal  :  Referring  to  my  letter  of  March  2  I  have  the  honor  to 
report  that  the  reconnaissance  of  General  Prince  has  returned  and  re- 
ported. General  Prince  proceeded  up  the  south  side  of  Trent  Biver  to 
Trenton,  meeting  with  no  opposition ;  he  found  the  bridges  over  the 
Trent  at  that  point  not  rebuilt.  He  then  retraced  his  steps  for  PoUocks- 
ville;  thence  to  Young's  Gross-Boads ;  thence  crossing  the  White  Oak 
Biver  to  Onslow.  The  cavalry  force  under  his  command  thorougUy 
scouted  the  country  between  White  Oak  and  New  Bivers,  scattering  ul 
the  small  parties  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity.  After  obtaining  aU  in- 
formation possible  he  returned. 

A  reconnaissance,  under  command  of  Brigadier-General  Potter,  and 
consisting  of  a  portion  of  the  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia, 
a  section  of  artillery,  and  detachment  of  cavalry,  proceeded  to  Swans- 
borough,  on  White  Oak  Biver.    They  met  with  no  opposition. 

A  reconnaissance  was  sent  up  Trent  road  toward  Kinston,  consisting 
of  the  Twenty -fifth  Regiment,  under  command  of  Golonel  Pickett,  and 
two  companies  Third  New  York  Gavalry,  under  Gaptain  Jacobs.  A 
portion  of  this  command  proceeded  to  within  12  miles  of  Einston,  sur- 
prising an  outpost  of  the  enemy  (two  companies)  at  that  point,  captor* 
hig  5  prisoners,  their  camp  equipage,  &o. 
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Colonel  JoneSy  oommanding  picket  line,  pushed  a  reconnaissaDoe  to 
Oore  Onek  and  drove  the  enemy  back  in  tliat  direction.  A  force  was 
sent  to  Hyde  Oonnty  to  catch  certain  gnerrillas  in  that  county  and  to 
break  np  a  smnegling  trade  in  com  and  forage.  This  party  was  ambna- 
caded|  and  lost,  before  they  dispersed  the  enemy.  4  killed  ana  13  wounded 
from  the  Third  New  York  Oavahry.  On  their  return,  as  I  found  the 
object  had  not  been  thoroughly  accomplished,  I  sent  a  larger  force, 
under  command  of  Oolonel  Moms,  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania 
Volunteem.    ftom  this  I  have  not  yet  heard. 

The  information  derived  ftom  these  various  scouts  is,  briefly — 

Thirty-eight  thousand  rations  are  issued  daily  from  Ooldsboiough  to 
troops  witUn  drawing  distance.  This  in  all  probability  includes  the 
forces  at  Gk>ldsboiough,  Ejnston,  Tarborough,  Kenansville  (west  of 
Onslow,  near  the  railroad),  and  possibly  the  force  on  the  Boanoke  Bive* , 
leaving  Weldon  and  Wilmington  as  separate  points  of  issue. 

The  information  given  in  mine  of  March  2,  as  to  the  force  on  Boanol  9 
River,  has  been  confirmed,  both  as  to  jKwition  and  numbers.   The  \Tf*a 
clad,  also  mentioned,  is  again  reported  as  being  now  ready. 

Owing  to  the  dearth  of  transportation  in  this  department  at  present 
I  shall  have  to  await  the  return  of  the  expedition  to  Hyde  County  in 
order  to  send  re-enforcements  to  Plymouth,  which  I  propose  to  do,  and 
also  to  erect  a  battery  there  capable  of  defending  the  town,  holdinfi[  the 
moutii  of  the  river,  and  assisting  the  Navy  in  repelling  the  iron-^ads. 

Owing  to  the  fiict  that  so  large  a  portion  of  my  light  artillery  is  now 
in  the  Department  of  the  South  (a  picked  force)  it  is  necessary  to  mount 
two  companies  Third  New  York  Artillery,  and  I  have  made  uie  requisi- 
tions (to-day's  mail)  for  two  batteries  of  Napoleon  guns,  complete,  and 
for  the  requisite  number  of  horses.  I  trust  this  will  meet  your  approval, 
Uftd  that  the  guns  and  horses  will  be  at  once  ordered. 

I  omitted  to  mention  that  General  Diz  having  kindly  oflbred  to  scout 
from  Norfolk  and  Sufblk,  with  his  cavalry,  in  the  direction  <tf  Edenton, 
Elizabeth  OiQTy  and  Winfleld,  I  have  embraced  the  oflbr,  and  shall  con- 
centrate the  loroes  at  these  small  posts,  Plymouth,  and  Hoanoke.  The 
mall  posts  above-named  were  difficult  to  re-enforce  or  support,  and 
7et  some  force  should  be  in  this  direction,  and  this  relieves  me  cf  the 
wdght 

Your  fiftvor  of  the  4th  of  March,  on  the  subject  of  the  Maine  artiUeiy, 
has  Just  come  to  hand,  and  in  obedience  thereto  I  am  taJdng  the  neces- 
sary steps  to  muster  out  such  members  of  that  organisation  as  do  not 
vduntarOy  Join  some  other  arm  of  the  service. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOSTBB, 
Ma^'OmimUj  (Mmmamdimg. 


SUVFOLX,  Mwreh  12, 186a. 
M^.  Gen.  John  A.  inx: 

There  has  been  some  mystery  about  Lon|ntreet^s  moves,  but  the  fol- 
lowing ftom  Charleston  Mercury  settles  all  doubt: 

Longstnefc  has  been  ftppofaited  by  the  Pnddent  to  the  department  made  raoani 

Sf  Ibe  iwUEDaUon  of  Genenl  Smith.    This  department  Inolnaes  Sonth  Virginia  and 
orth  OarmJnSi    General  Longalreet^s  headqnarten  will  be  at  Petersburg. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
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Bmvou:,  JTordk  12, 18SS. 
MBjot-Qtaienl  DiX: 

Oertain  letters  have  tfaie  momeiit  readied  me  to  the  eflfaet  liiat  an 
attack  apon  Suflfolk  is  to  be  made.  Qae  is  ftom  the  signal  oflloer  of 
UToifidk.  In  it  he  sa^s  that  every  preparation  is  being  made  at  Ftank- 
lin  to  render  the  aibir  snooessftiL  The  infinrmalJon  he  regaida  as  from 
goodsoQToes. 

Some  parson  who  has  nin  the  blodoide  gtves  it  as  the  oonent  report 
in  Biohmond* 

jomr  J.  pbob; 

Mqfar-OmieraL 

BUTFOVKi^  Mmrbk  12, 1883. 
Mi^or-General  DiX: 

The  reported  inerease  on  Bladk  water  has  resulted  frcNn  the  movement 
of  troops  into  yoor  department.  My  impression  lias  been  timt  they 
were  watching  onr  moves.  Longstreet^s  position  with  sopports  near 
Petersbnrg  wears  a  tlireatening  appearance,  and  may  Ibrm  Ae  basis  of 
the  reports  fron  UTorftrik. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


FoBT  MoKBOB,  Mmtik  12, 1888. 
Mi||or-6eneral  Pbgk, 

OammmMmg  at  S^ffoOt: 

In  view  of  rq;N)rts  yon  mention  I  shall  send  yon  5,000  men,  probably 
2,000  to-morrow,  from  Newport  News. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MqjoT'Om&roL 


Suffolk,  Ma/nik  12, 188S. 
ji^or-GenerBl  Da: 

OoUmel  Stetnl  is  9  miles  below  Gatesville.  Beports  an  attack  by 
goenillas  some  days  ago,  who  were  driven  off  by  the  troops  and  gnn- 
boat. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

MUgOT'  If  vMnik 


FOBT  MOMBOB,  YA., 

M(mik  13, 1808—11  a.  m. 
If^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

General  Longstreet  is  in  command  of  the  forces  at  Biohmond  and  on 
the  Bladkwater,  in  place  of  General  Gnstavas  W.  Bmit^  resigned.  In 
view  of  the  large  re^nibroements  on  the  Bladkwater  I  have  ordered 
Getty's  division  of  the  Ninfli  Army  Oorps  to  Snilblk.  The  rest  are  at 
Newport  News. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
M^toT'Omarulj  Oommamiimg. 
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Bmmshpjabtsbb  OuTPOffnu 
March  13,  [1868]— 6^  p.  m. 
Lieat.  Ool.  Southabd  HoFnuK, 

8m :  The  informatioii  of  tiie  attack  on  oar  Tront  Biver  poets  reached 
me  Jnet  now,  on  my  retom  from  an  expedition  to  Gore  Greek,  StreelfB 
Ferry,  fto.  My  companies  have  not  yet  retained,  bat  fonr  of  them  aie 
ezpcNSted  every  minate;  too  tired,  however,  to  move  by  the  Tascarara 
road  and  try  the  flank  of  any  enemy  that  may  betiiere.  The  best  lean 
do  will  be  to  strengthen  my  poets  and  wait  ftarther  inteUigence  and 
events.  Three  of  my  companies  who  were  sent  to  ^muninA  the  conntry 
near  the  Nease  River  and  Core  Greek  will  not  probably  be  back  to- 
ni^tb 

Meanwhfle  I  have  no  immediate  nse  tost  the  locomotive  and  send  it 
in.    If  I  had  a  few  ikesh  troops  I  woald  move  on  the  line  indicated,  Tas* 
carora  and  Bed  Honse  road. 
In  the  coarse  of  an  hoar  or  so  I  shall  proceed  to  the  Bed  Hoase. 
Very  respeetfhlly,  year  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIOHTEB  JONBS, 

OoUmdj  Vommaiiimg. 

HXADQUABTBBB  OUTPOeTS, 

Mareh  14, 1863. 
lieat.  GoL  BovTBAMD  Hoffman, 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  from  information  received 
throagh  Oaptain  WfllBon,  Gompany  H,  whom  I  sent  on  a  reconnaissance 
at  3  p.  m.  this  morning,  I  learn  that  a  force  of  the  enemy,  not  snpposed 
large,  are  on  Trent  road  near  the  Oolly.  My  men  are  very  tired,  hav- 
ing marched  80  miles  yesterday,  and  retamed  only  at  11  p.  m,  oat  I 
shall  move  half  my  command  by  the  Tnscarora  road  to  re-enforce  the 
Trent  posts  and,  if  opportanity  be  oflTeretl,  attack  the  enemy's  flank  or 
fronts  acoordinff  to  drcnmstances. 

Uespectiiilly,  year  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIGHTEB  JONBB, 
OoUmelj  Oammamdimg  Outposti. 

I  propose  holding  this  post  to  the  last  extremity,  even  to  the  risk  of 
havmg  to  cat  my  way  tiiroagh,  and  then  shall  leave  a  garrison  in  my 
onflnished  blook-hoose. 


HXADQUABTEBS  OUTPO0T8, 

March  15,  [1863]— 3  o^dock  p.  m. 
lieat.  GoL  Southabd  Ugffiuk, 

A$9igUm$  Adjuiami-Oencral : 

Bat :  I  have  Jnst  retamed  from  a  reconnaissance  to  Deep  Onlly,  &a 
I  fbnnd  no  enemy  there,  nor  within  3  miles  beyond,  and  ih>m  informa- 
tion I  obtained  it  woald  seem  that  the  main  body  of  lh^  force  moved 
away  last  evening  and  the  residne  early  this  morning,  in  ftdl  retreat. 

From  the  examination  I  made  they  had  eight  pieces  in  battery  in  the 
ileld  behind  the  Onlly,  and  had  a  front  of  abont  1,200  yards  deplmeA^ 
envekq[iing  and  toiniiig  oar  Deq^Oally  position  on  both  flanks.    Vtom 


660  NOBTH  CABOLINA  AXD  &  S.  VIBaiNlA.  [Oukr. 

the  sigiiB  on  the  groimd  made  by  the  roeoilof  irfeoes,  fta,  ibey  fired  but 
little.  They  did  not  appioaoh  the  Bed  Honae  nor  move  on  the  Bed 
House  road. 

Very  respeotfhlly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIOHTBB  JONBS, 
CoUma  ly^f-eigJUk  Penntjilvawia  Vohmie$r$. 


HDQBS.  FIFTT-FIBST  MA88A0HUSBTT8  BBODEENT, 

Beemforty  N.  €.,  Mareh  15, 1863. 
Lieut.  OoL  Southabb  Hoffkan, 

Assistant  A  d^tant-ChneroL : 

OOLONEL :  No  train  arriving  yesterday,  and  reoeiving  intelligenoe 
last  night  at  10  o^dock  fh>m  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Btudley  t&t  New  fierne 
was  attacked,  I  went  up  on  hand-oar  after  midnight  to  Newport  Bar- 
racks, thinking  there  might  be  trouble  there.  Found  everything  all 
right  No  signs  of  the  enemy  in  that  vicinity.  About  5  miles  above,  at 
the  signal  station,  a  single  rail  was  removed  from  the  track  by  a  small 
party  of  rebel  cavalry,  12  or  15  in  number,  l^e  number  is  verified  by 
difBBient  persons.  I  traced  them  several  miles  from  the  railroad.  They 
passed  down  last  night  within  2  miles  of  the  track  about  5p.m.  and  re- 
turned at  8  p.  m.  Our  cavalry  companies  have  been  scouting,  and  no 
enemy  is  in  that  vidnity.  Aie  on  llie  alert  all  along  the  line. 
Yours,  truly, 

[A.  B.  B.]  SPBAOUB, 
OoUmd  F^fty  first  Massadimetts. 


Suffolk,  March  16, 18fi3. 
Major-Oeneral  Dix: 

What  will  be  done  with  OeneralDodgef  1  wish  to  make  Spear  chief 
of  cavalry.  He  will  attempt  the  capture  of  the  guard  at  Washington, 
with  cavalry  and  infantry,  about  dawn,  although  roads  are  honiUe. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK. 


United  States  Flao-ship  Miiviibsota, 

Off  Newport  News^  March  16, 1863. 

M%).  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Ocmmandmg  Seventh  Army  OarpSj  Fortress  MonroCy  Va. : 

General  :  Oommander  Oreighton  has  been  infbrmed  that  there  are 
a  number  of  wagons  at  Gloucester  Oourt-House  and  the  vicinity  obtain- 
ing forage  and  provisions  for  the  rebel  forces ;  that  there  are  500  rebel 
cavalry  at  Gloucester  Oourt-House  and  1,000  rebel  cavalry  at  Saluda 
Oourt-House,  and  that  their  horses  are  in  a  very  bad  condition. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respectfoUy,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Comdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  Sqitadron. 


Washington,  N.  C,  March  16, 1863. 
Lieut.  Ool.  Southard  Hoffman  : 

OoLONSL :  1  send  with  this  a  note  from  lieutenant-Colonel  I^man, 
giving  you  all  the  information  he  has  been  able  to  obtain.    Heseemsto 
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hSTe  no  ttpprdmisioii  of  attaek.  bnt  if  the  idbda  come  we  wfll  Izr  to 
give  them  a  warm  reoeptioii.  IhayeaeiitmymentoqiiarteronGiMa 
plan^tion. 

Toon,  with  respeot, 

FBAKOIB  L.  LBB, 
OoUma  Fort^'fimrfk  B^  Mai»a6km9ett$  Vol  MiUHa. 


HHADQTTABTXBSy 

WmMmgianf  IT.  O^Mmn^  ie»  ISSS. 
LieatenantOoloiiel  HovniiJl: 

Drab  Bib:  I  liaye  to  report  that  I  know  nothing  of  the  movementa 
of  the  enemy  ezeq^t  that  we  hsTO  heard  ftom  tiie  direotion  of  Plymouth 
and  WHliamalon  and  noUung  doing  in  that  dbeetioiL  I  hear  of  noth- 
ing in  tiie  direotion  of  OreenTiUe  beyond  Tranter's  Greek  npon  tiie  op- 
pMitesideof  theTarBiyer.  I  hear  noUung  and  of  eonrseliave  nothing 
to  report  The  enemy  have  not  allowed  any  eommnnieationa  aoroes  the 
rirer  fm  some  days.  BverytUngy  so  fiir  as  we  know,  »bont  oar  lines 
remains  tli^  same  as  nsoaL 

I  am,  in  great  haste.  lespeotftilly,  yoors, 

LUKBLTMAl^, 


WAgHlMOTOXy  N.  0*9  Mmrtk  16^  18SS. 

Ueittenant-Oolonel  HovniiJi, 

Aukimt  A^fuUuU-Om^iraij  3i§hUmik  Armg  0arp9: 

OoiMXML  z  Sinee  my  first  note  I  am  inlbrmed  by  the  provost-marshal 
that  one  of  Mr.  Gfioe^s  funilv  slaves  states  that  *^massa  says  the  d— d 
Yankees  wHl  smell  hell  here  before  next  Saturday  night" 

The  said  Orioe  is  preparing  to  move  himself  and  fhmily  oat  to  a  plan- 
tation whieh  he  rays  is  aboat  3  miles  oat  When  I  asked  him  w£v  he 
moved  he  said,  <*  well,  it  is  best  for  a  fiunfly  man  to  be  in  a  qniet  plaoe, 
and  when  the  lightning  plays  one  oant  tdl  where  it  will  strike."  I  am 
informed  sevenu  of  the  seoesh  funilies  are  moving  firom  the  place.  I 
may  toA  called  npon  to  detain  these  emigrants,  but  in  regard  to  that  I 
shall  oonsolt  with  Oolonel  Ljrman. 

Ooknel  layman  thteks  itonwiseto  dose  the  lines  to>ni|^t,  but  Ofice^s 
departore  mSL  depend  npon  what  we  may  learn  hereafter.  1  send  the 
above  Itor  what  it  is  woith,  thinking  yoa  periiaps  woold  be  the  better 
Judge  of  that 

Toar  obedient  servant 

WRASOIB  L.  LBB, 
<MmiM  Farig'/imnk  Btgk  JfoMMkuMM  YoL  JTOIKa. 


FoBT  Momtox,  Mwrt^  17, 186a. 
M%ior-General  Pbck: 

I  do  not  intend  that  Gteneral  Dodge  shall  command  the  cavalry  flnce 
at  Snflblk.  I  shall  make  some  other  arrangement  if  he  is  pat  on  daty 
in  my  command. 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

MtifoT  Oeacnil, 

*>VOI<  Xflll 
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Bunou:,  Vl^  Mmrek  IT,  ISHk 

If^.  G€n.  Jomr  A.  Do,  OommmnUmg  B$9mMOorp$: 

Toa  win  be  pleaied  to  leani  that  Lieateoant  Hill,  ct  tbe  Sew  Yoik 
Mounted  Bifles,  with  a  patrol  of  10  men.  oaptmed  the  noted  fyng&t^ 
Brown,  and  6  men  between  Windsor  and  the  Bladkwater.  Threeof  the 
rebela  eeeaped  in  the  woods.  Brown  has  managed  many  of  the  eapply 
traina  of  General  Pryor.  The  taot  and  determination  evinoed  by  this 
oflloer  and  his  party  deserve  the  IhyorBble  notioe  of  the  GoTemment. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


Hbabquibtbbb  HiUHg— gg  Ammr  Oobps. 

Sm  Brae,  N.  O^  Mmrok  IT,  IMS. 
Mai.  C>«n«  H«  ^«  HATj.woir, 

Obrbbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  most  respeotftdly  and  earnestly  reqnest 
that  tiie  detachment  of  the  Bighteeenth  Anny  Ooips  now  in  the  I>^ia^ 
meat  of  the  Bonth  be  ordered  to  retnm  here.  My  reasons  fbr  this  reqnest 
aretiie  aoooontsfrom  PortBoyal  show  that  there  isnoimmediateprospeot 
of  a  movement  from  that  plaoeu  and  the  withdrawal  of  troops  UierdSore 
would  not  be  detrimental  to  tne  service;  also  the  enemy  are  in  lane 
ftnee  in  this  State  and  becoming  aggressive.  General  D.  H.  Hill  is  m 
immediate  oommandi  and  the  expressed  determination  of  General 
Lonntreet  is  to  <<  clean  ont  the  Yankees  from  the  State  of  Korth  Oaio- 
lina?  Again,  with  the  detachment  of  my  troops  retained  I  woold  be 
able  to  make  some  important  movements  in  tbis  State,  onttingtlie  rail- 
road again,  and,  if  a  movement  on  the  Blaokwater  were  made  simnlta- 
neondy,  perhi^  readhinf^  Weldon. 

The  enemy  luive  a  movmg  oolnmn  80,000  strong  and  with  abnndanoe 
of  artHleiy.  Th^  shoold  to  met,  and  my  picked  troops  Mid  best  artO* 
leiy  being  absent  I  am  nttorlr  unable  to  do  so. 

I  trust,  general,  that  the  above  reasons  given  will  be  Ibvorably  re- 
ceived by  yon,  and  that  in  my  request  yon  will  see  a  desire  for  the  good 
of  the  service.  I  oonsider  that  we  are  perHacUy  able  to  act  on  the  de- 
ftnslve  here,  but  with  the  return  of  my  detachment,  from  the  lack  of 
spirit  diqilwed  by  the  enemy  in  their  recent  demonstratftm,  I  Ibel  con- 
fident that  I  can  overpower  uie  enemy  here. 

I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  general,  with  great  lespeet,  your  obedient 

servant,  

J.  O.  FOSIBB) 

FOBT  MOKBOX  Ya., 

Monk  17, 1863--4  p.  BL 

Mi^.  Gen.  Ambbobb  B.  BuBiiamx,  WaaMmgtan,  2>.  0. : 

The  First  and  Second  Divisions  are  here.  The  Third  Division,  Gen- 
eral Getty,  has  gone  to  Suflblk,  via,  Kinth.  Eighty-ninth,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  third  New  York ;  Tenth  and  Thirteenth  New  Hampshire  $ 
Bi^th,  Bleventh.  Sizteeenth,  and  Twenty-first  Connecticut ;  Fourth 
and  Seventh  Bhode  Ldand,  and  Twenty-fitth  New  Jersey.  The  last  left 
to-day,  except  the  Ninth  New  York,  which  leayes  to-morrow.  General 
WillcQK  commands  the  corps :  Ferrero  the  post  of  Newport  Ne^s. 

WM.  H.  FBBNOH, 
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No.  125.  f  WaaJikifUmj  JTortA  17,  IMS. 

•  •••••• 

ni.  Brig.  Gen.  Heniy  M.  Nag^ee,  U.  8.  Yolimteeni,  will  leport  for 
daty  to  M%|or-Gfeneral  FoBter,  oommandiiig  Depttriaaent  of  Nocth  Oaio- 
Ima. 

9y  oommand  of  Malor-Oeiiflnl  Halleek : 

L.IHO][A8, 

V0BT  MoaBOfa,yA«, 

jr«rek  18,  ]S88--480  p.  m. 

If^.  Gen.  H.  W.  HiiXBOK,  emi0ral4i^<Mrf : 

General  Peck  haa  asoertained  by  very  antiientio  testimony  tliat  die 
forces  on  the  Blaokwater  are  from  27,000  to  30,000,  corresponding  with 
my  statement  last  eyening.  A  portion  has  crossed  the  river  and  are 
intrenched  on  this  side.  Oolonel  Spear  attacked  one  of  their  earth- 
works yesterday,  but  did  not  succeed  in  canying  it.  Onr  loss  is  tari- 
ffing.   We  captnied  a  lientenant,  and,  I  understand,  a  few  privates. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

FOBT  MORBOB,  Ya.,  Mmnik  18^  1888. 

If^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haxjjks,  Omerdt-k^Oki^: 

]|y  man  anived  from  Biohmond  late  last  evening.  He  wasatStann 
tGnonthe7th.  QeneralJones  was  in  ccmmand  witti  36,000  men.  Neai 
Onlpeper  Oonrt-Honse  there  were  1,800.  He  was  at  Fredericksburg  on 
the  9th.  The  enemy  had  one  hundred  and  seven  regiments  there, 
making,  as  he  thinks,  about  85,000.  The  regiments  have  been  strength- 
ened lately  by  conscripts.  At  Fori  Darling  there  are  about  7,000:  be- 
tween Fredericksburg  and  Richmond  about  15,000:  below  Fredericks- 
burg and  on  the  Blaokwater.  28.000.  At  Biehmona  there  ore  not  over 
3,000.  Wise,  on  the  left  bank  of  the  James  Biver,  on  the  Ohickahominy, 
at  White  House,  and  Diascund  Bridge,  has  about  9,000.  The  enemy 
has  reooeupied  Fort  Powhatan,  on  the  right  bank  of  tilie  James  Biver. 
with  4,000  men,  and  is  fortiiVing  strongly.  This  is  a  part  of  the  28^000 
between  Fredericksburg  and  the  Black?rater.  All  my  informatian  con- 
ibms  the  belief  that  every  man  capable  of  bearing  arms  that  conM  be 
leaehed  in  the  insurgent  States  has  been  taken  up  by  the  conscription 
aet 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Jfiifor'CfMMral,  CwsMMNMNiij^. 

FOBT  MOMBOX,  YA., 

March  18, 1888—10  a.  m. 
Mai.  Oen.  Ambbose  B.  Bttbrbidb: 

Beceived  vonr  dispatch  of  yesterday.  Have  reported  to  General 
Diz.  He  informs  me  that  Gtot^'s  division  has  be^  sent  to  Suffolk. 
Willcoz  and  Sturgis  are  still  at  Newport  News.  Shall  I  order  Getty 
and  Stnigisf  It  may  cause  a  little  delay  to  replace  Getty  at  Suffolk 
by  WDleoi;. 

JXO.  O.  PABKB, 
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Waehuwwow,  D.  O,  Mmnik  18^  18SS. 

Mft|.  Gen.  John  O.  Pabkb: 

General  HaUedc  Biays  to  take  WiHooite  and  StoigW  diviskna.    TeD 
Getty  he  will  fidlow  veiy  aoon. 

A.  B.  BUBNBIDBy 

Jfoifor  Oaaoray, 


VOBT  MoiiBOB.  Ya., 
ITardk  18, 18»— 8  p.  m. 
lfi|J«  Gen.  AxBBon  B.  BiiJUiaum: 

WOlooK  will  eommeiioe  the  embaikation  to-monow.  General  I>iz 
loaned  the  eommand  a  nnmber  of  tentai  and  he  wishee  tiiem  letomed* 
Both  Willoox  and  Stnrffis  will  leqnire  ahelter-tentB.  I  will  get  their 
leqoisitiona  and  Unrward  tiliem  to  yon.  General  Bmitii  is  absent.  I  will 
get  a  list  of  the  staff  belonging  to  the  eorps  now  on  duty  with  it  and 
send  it  to  yon  for  disposition. 

JKO.  G.  PABKB, 

Midor-OmermL 


Kbwpobt  Babbaow,  B.  O^  March  18^  186Sw 

Ueat.  OoL  Bouthabd  Hovreah: 

Oolohbl:  I  have  learned  fhmi  persons  who  haye  eone  Ihm  the 
Ticini^  of  Peletier'to  Mills,  abont  17  miles  fhmi  here^  that  there  was  a 
large  mroe  of  cavaliy  at  tnieit  plaoe  last  Saturday  nifftit,  but  went  away 
Sunday — some  set  the  nnmber  as  high  as  ly500'--ancr  that  General  Bob^ 
ertson  was  in  oommand.  Their  wagons  were  left  at  Smith's  Mill  on 
White  Oak  Biver.  It  is  said  there  was  a  brigade  in  that  vieinity,  bat 
nothing  has  been  heaid  of  them  sinoe  Sunday.  The  two  oompanies  of 
oavalry  stationed  at  this  post  are  oat  in  that  direotion  (Peletiei's)  to-day, 
with  instractlons  to  learn  if  possible  what  troops  they  were. 
YoarS|fta, 

J.  M.  BTUDLBY, 


BuraoLK,  Va^  JTordk  18, 186S. 
M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix; 

One  brigade  of  Pidkettfs  division,  oommanded  by  General  BratUm,  is 
at  Franklin  (the  First,  Fifth,  Sixth  Soath  Oarolma,  and  First  South 
Oarolina  Sharpshooters  oonstitute  a  part  of  his  command);  General 
Colston's  brigade  of  North  Oarolina  and  Mississippi  troops  is  here^ 
all  under  Longstreet,  who  is  near  Petersburg.  The  two  other  brigades 
of  Piokett^B  are  near  the  railway,  some  miles  this  side  Petersburg. 
Baker's  cavalry  came  from  Baleighi  1,000  strong.  The  servant  of 
Colonel  Baker  says  that  General  Wl  would  attaek  Bew  Berne  or  had 
already  done  so.    This  he  overheard. 

JOHB  J.  PHOTj^ 
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FoBT  MoMBOBy  Mmr6k  19,  1888. 
M4or-G«iienl  Pmk: 

The  two  diviflkms  at  Kewport  ITews  haye  been  ordered  oat  of  the 
department.  GetlT's  remains  with  yon.  New  Berne  has  been  feebly 
attaekedL    The  rebels  liaye  retired.* 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Juj^DT- OiiMraJ* 

VOBT  Mqbbob.  Vl^ 

Mmrek  19,  l«»--i.lO  p.  m. 

Uai.  Gen.  Ambbooi  B.  Bubhbiikb,  OammmMmg: 

One  brigade  of  WHleox's  division  is  embarked  and  part  of  the  second; 
also  a  bay^ery  of  artilleiy ;  bat  it  is  not  proper  that  they  should  start 
A  severe  snow-storm  set  in  this  morning  and  still  coutinnes,  and  as  the 
steamers  will  have  to  wait  until  It  is  over  I  have  ordered  the  embar- 
kation to  be  postponed.  Shall  the  ammunition  and  ambulance  train  of 
the  First  Division  foUow  the  division,  or  wait  until  the  Second  Division 
IS  embarked  f  General  Smith  is  still  absent  The  chief  quartermaster 
has  not  yet  reported  for  duty;  went  west  with  Gtonend  Bums.  Gap- 
tain  Van  Ness,  acting,  absent  on  leave.  Dr.  McDonald  is  absent  with 
leave;  all  others  present.  Bowen^OoalOi  and  Ohambloss  were  assigned 
to  the  Ninth  OaaWj  and  Babcook  to  the  Sixth,  by  orders  ftom  the  War 
Department  (Mf  March  1.  It  appears  that  these  assignments  are  ordered 
by  the  President  Should  not  therefore  those  remain  that  are  assigned 
to  tiie  Ninth  Corps  f  The  following  list  of  oiBcers  composing  the  staff 
of  the  Ninth  Corps  was  fomished  me  by  Colonel  Bowen,  asdstant  ad- 
jutant-general: Lieut  CoL  N.  Bowen,  assistant  a^jutant-generah  Lieut 
Col.  O.  B.  Babcock,  assistant  inspector-ffenwal;  Lieut  Col.  John  H. 
Coale,  chief  commissary;  Colonel  Chambuss,  chief  quartermaster;  Dr. 
P.  A.  O'Connell,  acting  medical  director;  Dr.  J.  B.  McDonald,  medical 
inspector;  First  Lieut  O.  M.  Dearborn,  ordnance  officer j  First  Eient 
8.  N.  Benjamin,  acting  ohief  of  artilleiy;  Oapt  T.  B.  Marsh,  chief  of 
ambulanoe  oofps* 

JNO.  G.  PABKB, 

Mqfar'OtmeroL 

FOBT  MOKBOB,  YA., 

Mmrck  20, 188a— 12  noon. 
Mi^.  Gen.  Axbbosb  B.  BuBmnra: 

The  storm  still  continues  and  it  is  impossible  to  do  anything.  The 
transports  cannot  leave  on  account  of  the  storm.  As  soon  as  it  subsides 
I  win  start  the  transports  and  continue  the  embarkation.  The  men  now 
on  board  are  of  course  consuming  rations,  and  provision  should  be  made 
to  r^lenish  their  stock  in  Baltimore. 

JNO.  G.  PABKB, 

(Copy  to  General  HaOeok.) 

Suffolk,  Mareh  20, 1863. 
BC%f or-General  Dix,  F6ri  Mmiroe : 

The  storm  is  of  great  severity.  In  anticipation,  I  did  all  I  could  for 
the  eomlbrt  of  GMty's  division.  A  deserter  from  Second  Mississippi 
came  in  last  night;  belongs  to  General  Davis^  brigade  of  MissiBBippians 


sf  dttatt  oBiMei. 
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whieh  anived  xeoently  fix>iii  OoldBboioagli,  N.  O.    Beoond,  Bleyeiitli, 
and  For^-aeoond  MisBissippi  are  part  of  brigade.    Bays  he  U  Bare  of 
four  farig^es.    Some  Noii£  OaroUna  regimeDts  are  thero  also.    Haa 
flBunily  in  Pontotoc.  Miaa.,  and  is  tired  of  flie  war. 
Have  sent  an  order  to  Lieutenant  James,  as  rec  nested. 

JOlBN  J.  PBOK, 

Hdqrs.  Vobtt-voubth  Bbot.  MAfls.  YoL.  ibunA, 

WisiMiiffMS  N.  a^Mmhk  20,  IMS. 

Uent  Ool.  BOUTHABD  HOFVHAlIt 

AuUUmt  il<|fiflaiil-60ii0raly  EigkUmkih  Armg  Oofp$ : 

OoLomsL :  Since  my  note  of  March  16 1  have  deemed  it  pmdent  to 
keep  the  lines  here  dosed.  The  cavalry  have  made  daily  sconts  npon 
the  Jamestown  and  Oreenville  roads,  and  we  have  gathered  only  this : 
That  it  seems  to  be  a  ceneral  impression  npon  the  minds  of  all  the  in- 
habitants, white  and  blade,  outside  the  rebel  lines,  that  we  are  likely  to 
be  attacked  at  any  time,  and  that  the  enemy  have  considerable  forces 
in  motion  in  this  vicinity. 

Lientenant-Oolonel  Lvman  does  not  seem  to  think  there  is  much 
chance  of  an  attadk }  still  I  have  thought  best  to  make  every  preparation 
in  my  i>ower,  and  we  will  try  to  give  them  a  warm  reception  if  they  come. 

The  last  news  we  have  hen^  of  the  enemy's  movements  was  that 
Fryer's  brigade  was  at  Greenville  on  Monday  and  that  Pettigrew's 
brigade  was  between  Swift  Greek  and  Greenville  on  Tuesday,  moving 
slowly  up  toward  that  place,  stripping  the  country  of  provisions  of  every 
description. 

To-day  we  have  a  report  of  the  supposed  presence  of  a  fince  (*<  right 
smart,"  be  that  large  or  small)  at  Tranter's  Greek.  I  will  venture  to 
suggest  that  if  you  mive  any  reason  to  apprehend  any  immediate  attack 
here  a  battery  of  artiUery,  say  Belgers.  and  a  company  of  cavalry 
would  greatly  strengthen  the  defense.  Tlie  rain  has  been  heavy  heie 
to-day  and  yesterday,  which  it  is  tiioughtmay  delay  their  attack  if  they 
still  contemplate  one. 

I  am,  your  obedient  servant, 

FBANGIB  L.  LBB, 
OoUmelf  Oammmmdkig  Fin. 

Suffolk,  Mmreh  21, 18<I3. 
M%|or-General  Dix: 

Nothing  new.  Storm  still  continues.  Snow  4  inches.  Is  it  not  time 
for  your  peddler  [spy]  to  retnmf  He  will  be  able  to  report  much  in- 
formation, especially  about  matters  on  this  dde  James  Biver. 

JOHN  J.  PBGE, 

Unitbd  States  Fla(H9HIP  MnmBSOTA, 
Off  Newport  New$j  Va.j  March  21, 1863—5  p.  m. 

M%f.  Gen.  Johh  A.  Dn,  U.  S.  A., 

FartresM  Monroe^  Va. : 

Beconnaissance  to-day  shows  no  occupation  of  the  old  rebel  forts  at 
Day's  Point  and  Bnrwdl's  Bay  on  tiie  nght  bank  of  James  Biver. 

S.  P.  LBB, 
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FOBT  MoKBoa,  MmA  22,  IMS. 
M%|or-O6D0ral  PMK: 

My  man  hsB  been  here  and  haa  gone  to  BaltiBiore.  Heyya  then 
are 28,000 men  betweenlTew  London* and thelTew  York.*  Whenthey 
And  the  Ninth  Army  Oorpa  withdrawn  ftom  Newport  News  they  may 
rednoe  their  fiwoa 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^lfoT  Ooaciral. 


Hdqbs.  Foett-voubth  Bner.  Maob.  Yol.  ICizjtia., 

WatMNften,  N.  0.,  Jf ardk  23,  ISeS. 
Uentenant^Johmel  HovniiJi, 

OOLOHBL :  On  Batorday  lientenant-Oolonel  Lyman  notlfled  me  that 
he  had  recdyed  inteUigenoe  ftom  what  he  oonaidered  <^  good  antiiority  ^ 
that  the  enen^  had  *^  moved  away  ftom  our  ftont  ^ ;  tlutt  a  hirge  foree 
waa  10  milea  from  na  last  Monday,  bnt  had  diaappeared. 

Of  ooorae  that  may  or  may  not  oe  correot,  bnt  I  should  Judge  by  all 
we  can  learn  that  it  la  true.  Yeaterday  Oolmel  Lyman  learned  at  old 
Mr.  Griertf  8  that  the  Army  of  the  Potomac,  nnder  Hooker,  had  eroaaed 
the  Bappahuinook :  bnt  we  can  get  no  papers,  as  the  rebels  allow  no 
one  to  pass  throngh  their  lines  ami  no  mail  matter  to  paaa  oat 

I  wonld  remind  you  that  we  left  New  Berne  at  two  hoortP  notioe  and 
with  no  idea  of  a  longer  stay  than  ten  days'  rations  implied.  Yon  told 
me  that  yon  diould  probab&  send  a  boat  up  to  bring  us  baok  on  Bun- 
day,  the  22d.  We  not  only  had  no  time  to  paok  np  our  property  which 
we  left  behind,  bnt  we  brought  nothing  but  a  spare  under-suit  and  the 
men  not  even  that,  as  they  were  ordered  to  take  only  blanketa.  In 
this  condition  we  ore  extremely  uncomfortable,  and  llie  men  will  soon 
become  dck  on  account  of  unavoidable  filth.  I  would  therefbie  Tentnre 
to  suggest  that  to  avoid  sickness  the  ref^iment  should  be  recaDed  when- 
ever ft  may  be  thought  that  thia  place  la  safe  from  attaek. 
I  am,  your  otedient  servant, 

FBANOISL.  LBB, 
Ookmlf  Oammamdimg  Fo$k 

I  aend  by  thia  boat  the  men  detailed  tor  the  census  business. 

LBB. 
OoUmtL 


BFEOUJL  OBDBBS,  I  HIMIB8.  OF  THB  ABMT,  ASJT.  OBN.'S  OFFIOB, 

No.  ISO.  )  WashinffUm  Mareh  23, 186a. 

•  •••••• 

n.  Brig.  Oen.  B.  L.  Vide,  United  States  Yolnnteers,  is  hereby  re- 
lieved tnm  duty  in  the  Department  of  Virginia,  and  will  report  in  per- 
son without  delay  to  M^}.  Oen,  D.  Hunter,  United  States  YolnnteerSi 

commanding  I>epartment  of  the  South,  for  duty. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Mnjor-Oeneral  Halledk : 

L.  THOMAS, 
A^futamt'OeMraL 
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FoBT  MoMSOSi  Mmnk  M^  lM3b 
ll%|or-Oen6ral  Haixbox: 

OmmA  fa  OM^f ; 

I  haye  received  the  order  relieving  Ctoneral  Vieto.  bat  no  one  is  as- 
signed to  the  position  of  Military  C^emor  of  Nomlk.  It  is  a  place 
always,  and  especially  at  this  momeDt,  of  the  greatest  importance  and 
delicacy,  and  it  needs  a  man  of  promptnessy  decision,  pmdence,  integrity, 
and  capacity  to  bear  labor  and  annoyance.  I  am  trying  by  a  mifitaij 
commission  incendiariesi  blockade  ranners^  and  other  nuJefiMston,  and 
though  Uie  sentences  are  not  divnlged,  it  is  understood  that  tiMQT  are 
vetysevere.    I  sul^foin  a  dispaleh  from  General  Yiele,  Just  received: 


Hooou.  Jfivdk  98^  ISSIL 
M^orOcaml  Dix: 

If  tlM  nginMBt  yon  ipoks  of  MndftBg  hflnMald  come  aI  onee  I  fldnk  H  woold  te 


weU.  An  attodk  WIS  made  iMt  night  on  the  niokBtiat  Fort  Horftilk.  Dr.Oieeny«ha 
wibel  «nigaon|  withdrew  hi> parole  at  daikaaa  rwinowted  to  be fwnfliwwi.  Thiaezeited 
•oipieion,  ana  the  pieketa  were  doubled.  At  the  aame  time  an  attempt  was  made  to 
flie  the  pnblic  etatea  In  the  oitj.    I  haTe  taken  atringent  meaeorea.    I  think  the 


leat  and  trial  of  Spenee  and  Dnuunond  and  othefabaaexoited  tbeir  frlenda  to  onanlaa 
for  their  rdeaae.  I  haTO  dlieeted  tbat  aU  flre-arma  diaU  be  at  onee  dettreted  to  the 
profoat-manhal,  and  ahall  aDow  no  one  in  the  atneta  altar  9  o^eloek. 

EGBBBT  L.  VIELE, 


I  have  in  my  possession  one  of  tiie  combustibles  with  which  it 
attempted  to  Are  the  public  storas.  very  artistically  constructed.  The 
theater  is  to  be  closed  to-night,  and  the  streets  ccdend  to  becleaied  at 
Oo^dock. 

JOHH  ▲.  DIX, 


FOBS  MoiiB0%  MmrA  26^  188SL 
M^yor-CtaMinl  HAT.Liicnr, 

I  will  not  leave  untU  eveiytidng  is  quiet  and  untfl  General  Keyes  re- 
turns. It  is  very  important  that  he  should  come  back  as  soon  asjMMsn^ 
General  Busteed  asked  my  pennisBhMi  this  morning  to  born  Williams 

bmy.  

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


T0BX9OWV,  JTaroh  26^  UOL 

]i^l|ot49eneffal  Dix: 

Obodbal:  a  telegram  has  Just  reached  me  that  our  iHcketB  at  Wm- 
lamsburg  were  flred  on  this  morning  by  a  number  of  the  enemyis  in- 
fimtiy.  A  ftpt^t^ni^^i  war&re  of  this  character  is  kept  up  against  on  at 
and  about  the  town.  I  am  of  the  deliberate  judgment  that  tiieonly  way 
of  our  immuni^  lies  in  the  destruction  of  WilHamsburgyandif  yoa  wiU 
ai^HOTe  it  I  would  give  the  inhabitants  notice  that  upcmarepetitiQn  of 
these  attacks  the  plaoe  should  be  destroyed.    The  townisaatnwi^Mild 

of  lank  traitors*  

BIOHABD  BUBTBRD, 
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FoBTBMB  MomM)B,  Ya^  Mmrok  98^  [IMS]. 

Oor  trooDB  at  WilUamsbiirg  must  defend  themfldTeB  as  long  as  thej 
oan  and  drive  off  assaiUuits.  We  most  not  destm  towns  nniefls  they 
are  aotoally  taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy,  and  then  not  unless  ab- 
aolately  neoessaiy  m  oor  own  saMy. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jni^or*  OmmtsJ* 

SBAOQUABTSBS  IHIBD  VMW  YOBX  OAYALSYj 

ITm  Bem€j  Marek  20, 186a. 

Lieut  OoL  SOTTTHABD  HOFFKAN, 

AMiitant  AiJ^ukMU-Om^erdlj  BigMemtk  Army  Corpt: 

GoLomsL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  the  accom- 
panjing  order  I  left  New  Berne  yesterday  morning  at  7  o^olook  luid  ar- 
rived at  Mill  Greek  at  10.45  a.  m. ;  finding  tiie  bridge  entirely  destroyed,  I 
awaited  the  arrival  of  the  pioneer  corps  $  the  bridse  not  beuig  completed 
antil  night,  we  remained  in  bivouac  on  this  sicto  of  the  oroek  until  6 
o^doek  uiis  moniing,  when  I  moved  the  column  to  MoDaniel's  planta- 
tion, 4  miles  beyond  Pollooksville;  arriving  at  which  place  1  dispatched 
a  squadron  and  one  howitzer  under  Maiot  Fits  Simmons  to  Young's 
Gross-Boads  and  a  like  command  under  Oaptain  Pdod  to  Trenton, 
giving  each  officer  instructions  incompliance  witJi  the  ofder  and  verbal 
instructions  from  you.  Between  the  hours  of  11  and  12  the  officers 
above  named  reported  back  to  me,  each  reporting  that  there  had  been 
no  vesti^  of  Gonfederate  troops  in  that  vicinity  for  several  days  past 
I  inmiediately  took  up  the  line  of  mareh  for  New  Berne,  arriving  here  at 
6  o^dock  this  eveniug. 

It  gives  me  pleasure  to  report  that  Lieutenant-Golonel  MoNary,  in 
command  of  the  One  hundred  and  thirty-second  and  One  hundred  and 
flft^HBlghth  New  York  Volunteers,  obeyed  every  request  made  by  me. 

I  leffret,  colonel,  my  inability  to  perform  the  ^^big  thing"  you  desired* 
v  eiy  lespec^folly,  your  obedient  servant, 

O.  W.  LBWIS, 
Ltetamumt-OoUmdj  ThMl  Nmo  York  Os«slry. 


Hxv  Bun,  JAmft  24|  1S8& 
Uentenant-Golonel  Iawib, 

Oammamdimg  Tkkrd  Ifew  Tori  Oamkrp: 

Ooimxml:  Information  has  been  received  that  a  pontoon  train  is  m 
tmfie  for  the  White  Oak  Biver.  You  will  therefore  proceed  with  six 
companies  cavaliv  and  AlUs^  battoy  to-morrew  a.  m.  to  PoUodksviUe; 
gaUMr  all  the  information  yon  oan  of  any  movements  of  this  train; 
ascertain  their  imrpose,  if  possible,  and  endeavor  to  intercept  or  catch 
them.    Bring  the  trafai  in,  if  practicable;  if  not,  bum  it 

You  will  necessarily  use  your  own  Judgment  in  canying  out  this  move- 
ment   An  iuftmtary  regiment  will  be  sent  toward  and  to  PoUoeksville. 

The  best  way  to  take  the  train,  if  there  be  no  evidence  of  trap,  is  the 
main  otbdect;  the  secondary  one  to  ascertain  what  the  oljjeet  of  the 
enemy  is  in  sending  the  train  to  White  Oak  Biver. 

Br  oidsr  ot  Brindisr-Genend  Palmer: 

80UTEULBD  HOFFMAIT, 
Amtiimt  AiffuHmi  Ommml 
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WAB  DSPABnOHT, 

General  Vide  was  oiderod  sooth,  by  dixeedon  of  the  Secret^ 
imder  impi^Bsion  that  General  King  was  saiBdent  at  KorfbUL   General 
Hunter  Is  mnoh  in  want  of  geneials.    If  joa  deem  General  Yide^ 
serviees  so  neeessaiy  at  pffesent  jaa  eaa  siuqpend  the  exeentioa  of  the 


H.  W. 


HALLBOK. 

Omm^l  laOMif. 


V0BT  MonOB,  7a^  Mmr6k  27,  IMS. 
OoL  J.  0.  Kblton. 

Affiftoal  A4ra<aii^6^0aarai.* 

The  regiments  and  batteries  of  the  Ninth  Ooips  remaining  under  my 
command  are  as  follows,  and  compose  the  Third  Division  of  that  oorps, 
now  at  Suilblk.  commanded  by  General  Getty :  First  Briaade,  consist- 
ing of  Ninth  New  York,  Bighty-ninth  New  York,  One  hundred  and 
thud  New  YoA^and  Tenth  New  Hampshire ;  Second  Brigade, consist- 
ing of  Eighth,  Eleventh,  Fifteenth,  and  Sixteenth  Oonneoticat;  and 
Third  Brigade,  consisting  of  Twenty*llrst  Oonneoticat,  Thirteentii  New 
Hampshire,  Twenty-ilfth  New  Jen&y.  and  Fonrth  Bhode  Idand,  ArtO- 
leiy  consists  of  Biitery  A,  FUUi  United  States,  and  A,  First  Pennqrl- 
vania. 

JOHN  A.  DDL, 


HiMlBfl.  Dipt,  op  YtBiUHIA,  Ba  VIWTH'AMfY  OOBPB, 

M^nMrnrnpey  Fa.,  MarA  28, 1868. 
Oapt  0.  B.  WiLDiB, 

AstMaal  QsoHiirsiflitor,  SiipeHmtmdmt  of  OaiUrabamdg: 

Oaptein  Wilder  is  authorised  to  take  possesrion  of  the  fium  of  Jef- 
ffarson  Sinclair,  an  absentee  disloyalist,  and  the  buildinss  thereon.  If 
the  present  occupant,  Mr.  William  H.  Lynch,  wlU  take  the  oi^  of  aDe- 
^ance  and  agree  to  pay  quarterly  in  advance  such  rent  as  Captain 
wilder  may  £em  iUr  for  twen^jusres  of  the  land  and  such  portion  of 
the  dwelling  as  he  needs,  Mr.  wilder  may  allow  him  to  do  so;  the 
same  alBo  ol  the  Fayette  Sinclair  &rm  and  its  occupant,  Mr.  Oharles 
L.  OoUier;  the  same  of  Messrs.  Hicks  and  Bowen,  on  the  Booker  Jones 
flurm :  the  same  of  the  fiinns  of  Benjamin  Hudgins.  Elisa  Jones,  Jdm 
and  Mden  Moore,  Levin  Winder,  John  Winder,  William  Smith.  Robert 
Hudgins :  the  George  Booker  fiftrm— not,  however,  disturbing  tne  How- 
ard mmuy:  the  Lowry  fieurm,  the  Watts  iisrm,  the  Cum  of  B.  Howardi 
called  the  Stakes  fiurm,  occupied  by  Mr.  Host,  and  the  Armstead  fiinn, 
occupied  by  Hicks.  The  colored  persons  on  these  &rms,  if  any,  must 
come  uider  Mr.  Wilder's  system  of  labor.  The  white  t^ants  who  will 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  and  engage  to  pay  rent  as  n^resaid  are  not 
to  be  expelled,  but  only  to  be  limited  to  such  portions  of  land  and 
shelter  as  they  require  for  their  comfortable  support,  and  are  to  be  no- 
tified that  any  act  of  disorder  or  outrage  will  be  visited  with  immediate 
removd  as  wall  as  with  legal  penalties. 

Captain  Wilder  will  rq^ort  to  the  provost-Judge  his  ptoeeedinfi 
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imdor  this  order  and  will  attend  to  the  ooUeotion  and  payment  into 
oonrt  of  the  rente.    He  will  take  and  report  an  inventory  of  all  personid 
proper^  belonging  to  each  estate,  and  not  allow  any  property  to  be 
remoyedi  except  on  hie  written  permit,  without  General  Dix's  orders. 
By  oommand  of  Major-Oenenil  IMx : 

[JOHN  A.  BOLLB8J 
Mtitor  and  AMMt^Ommp^  Pra909t-Judg&. 


BOVVOUC,  yi^  March  28, 1863. 
M^dor-Qenersl  Dix: 

Have  Jnst  returned  ftom  Western  Branoh  by  water.  Found  a  deserter 
there.  Several  came  in  this  morning.  All  Mree  with  the  statements 
made  heretofore  of  not  less  than  12,000  or  16,000  immediately  on  the 
river :  ezpectLug  more.  General  Longstreet  was  there  last  week  and 
witii  Jenkins  oame  over  at  Blackwater  Bridge  and  reorossed  near  ZnnL 
Tour  new  regiment  of  Virginia  near  ZnnL  Oavalry  foroe  increased  by 
another  regiment. 

JOHF  J.  PEOK, 

Mqfar-OeieraL 


Suffolk,  March  28, 18<I3. 
Mi^-General  Dix: 

You  are  at  liberty  to  say  to  General  Halleck  that  I  concur  with  your 
views  tondhing  the  oommand  of  the  cattle  [cavalry  f]  as  expressed  in  your 
telegram  of  tUs  date. 

JOHK  J.  PBCK, 

M^ifcT'  OcMfal* 


Suffolk,  March  28, 1863. 
Mffjor-General  Dix: 

Have  Just  returned  fhm  below  the  Westem  Branch  with  gunboat. 
Yesterday  rode  over  the  east  side  with  my  horse,  devoting  the  &y.  Oan 
be  crossed  most  anywhere  with  three  pontoons.  Shall  commence  works 
at  the  point  selected  by  the  rebels  for  the  new  road.  Their  piles  were 
down  for  the  bridge.  We  have  removed  most  of  them.  The  position 
ishalf  way,  or  4  miles  by  water,  while  only  two  direct  com  [roads].  One 
air  [brigade]  or  two  regiments  there  will  make  the  line  secure. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mu^'Om^eraL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  March  80, 1863. 
Mf^or-General  I>ix: 

A  serffeant  of  the  engineers  deserted  Saturday  night  to  the  enemy. 
He  has  berai  on  the  worEs  all  the  time  and  can  give  much  valuable  in- 
formation.   Sharp  fellow,  and  probably  has  been  bought. 

JOmr  J.  PBOK, 

Mu^'Ocmerak 
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Hdqbs.  Dspt.  of  Yiboinia,  Sbyxmth  Abvt  Oobps, 

FtHTtMannrnj  Va^ MmrA  90, IMS. 

M%).  Gen.  J.  G.  Fobtbr, 

Oammandiit^  DepartmeiU  of  North  OoiroUma : 

General  :  I  reoeived  your  letter  in  regard  to  oocupying  the  District 
of  North  Carolina  north  of  Albemarle  Sound  and  east  of  the  Ohowan 
River  and  forwarded  it  to  the  Genend-in-Ohiel^  not  bdng  anttioriaed 
to  send  troops  oat  of  tiiis  department  except  in  eases  (tfemergen^^  and 
for  temporary  porposes. 

I  also  reoeived  yours  of  the  25thy  dated  Ohowan  Biyer,  Ac,  and  im- 
mediately telegraphed  to  the  General-Ln-Ohief  a  summary  account  of 
the  expedition  of  Golond  Brown,  of  the  Forty-second  North  Carolina 
B^ment,  and  its  results. 

It  will  aflford  me  great  pleasure  to  co-operate  witii  you  in  every  way 
possible  in  fiirtherance  of  the  objects  of  the  Government. 
I  am,  very  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jfq^-GfMisral. 


IwUmdl  amd  Ooa9§wi9e  Inieroowrm. 
By  the  President  of  the  United  States  of  Amertca. 

A  Proclamation. 

Whereas  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  Congress  approved  July  1^  IMl, 
I  did  by  proclamation,  dated  August  16, 1861,  declare  that  liie  inhab- 
itants of  the  States  of  (Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Virginia,  North  Caro- 
lina, Tennessee,  Alabama,  Louisiana,  Texas,  Arkansas,  Mississippi,  and 
Florida  (except  the  inhabitants  of  that  part  of  Virginia  lying  west  of 
the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and  of  such  other  iiarts  of  that  State,  and 
the  other  States  hereinbefore  named,  as  might  maintain  a  loyal  adhesion 
to  the  Union  and  the  Constitution,  or  might  be  firom  time  to  time  occu- 
pied and  controlled  by  forces  of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  As- 
persion of  said  insurgents)  were  in  a  state  of  insurrecdon  against  the 
United  States,  and  that  all  commercial  intercourse  between  the  same 
and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  and  tiie  citi- 
zens of  other  States  and  other  parte  of  the  United  States  was  unlawftil, 
and  would  remain  unlawfol  until  such  insurrection  should  cease  or  be 
suppressed,  and  that  all  goods  and  chattels,  wares  and  merchandise 
coming  finom  any  of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  into  other 
parte  of  the  United  Stetes  without  the  license  and  permission  of  tke 
President,  through  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  or  proceeding  to  any 
of  said  States,  with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  by  lander  water,  together 
with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same  to  or  from  said  Stetes, 
with  the  exceptions  aforesaid,  would  be  forfeited  to  the  United  Stetes. 
And  whereas  experience  has  shown  tiiat  the  exceptions  made  in  and 
by  said  proclamation  embarrass  the  due  enforcement  of  said  act  of  July 
13, 1861,  and  the  proper  regulation  of  the  commercial  intercourse  au- 
thorized by  said  act  with  the  loyal  citizens  of  said  Stetes : 

Now,  therefore,  I,  Abraham  Lincoln,  Presidentof  the  United  Stetes,  do 
hereby  revoke  the  said  exceptions,  and  declare  VbAt  tiieinhabitente  of  the 
Stetes  of  (Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Nwth  Carolina,  Tennessee,  Alabama^ 
Louisiana,  Tens,  Arkansas,  Misrissippi,  floiida^  and  Viiginia  (axeepi 
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Hie  ftrfy-€i^t  eonnttes  of  Tirgliiia  cMgnatod  as  West  YligfaiiA.  and 
azeept  atoo  the  porta  of  New  Qrieans,  Key  Weat^  Port  Boyal  and  Beaa* 
ftnrt  m  North  Oarolina)  aie  in  a  state  of  inaoireotion  against  the  United 
States,  and  that  all  oonuneroial  interooorse,  not  licensed  and  condncted 
as  provided  in  said  aet.  between  the  said  States  and  tke  inhabitants 
thereof,  with  the  exoepaons  aforesaid,  and  tke  citUEens  of  other  States 
and  otiier  parts  of  the  United  States,  is  nnlawftil  and  will  remain  nn- 
lawftd  nntu  sndh  insorreetioii  shall  cease  or  has  been  suppressed,  and 
notice  tfaenof  has  been  dnly  given  by  proclamation:  and  aU  cotton, 
tobacco,  and  other  prodnets,  aid  all  other  goods  ana  chattels,  wares 
and  mecchandise  coming  from  anyof  said  States,  with  the  exceptions 
afinresaid,  into  other  parts  of  the  United  States,  or  proceeding  to  any 
of  said  States,  witii  die  exceptions  aforesaid,  withoat  the  license  and 
permission  of  the  President,  through  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Treasnry,  will, 
together  with  the  vessel  or  vehicle  conveying  the  same,  be  forfeited  to 
the  United  States. 

In  witness  whereof  I  have  heieontoset  my  hand  and  oaosed  the  seal 
of  the  United  States  to  be  affixed.  Done  at  the  dly  of  Washington 
this  81st  day  of  March,  A.  D.  186S,  and  of  the  Independence  of  the 
United  States  of  America  the  eigfa^-aeventh. 

By  the  President : 

A.LINOOI1N. 

William  H.  Sbwabdl 


SUFVOLK,  Ya^  Jfarafc  81, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Db: 

Yesterday  the  enemy  came  over  to  flie  vicinity  of  Oansville  with  one 
or  two  regiments  of  infiuitiy  for  the  porpose  of  ambuscading  onr  patroll- 
ing^ parties.  They  were  secveted  in  woods  on  both  roads,  about  2  miles 
this  side  the  place.  M%ior  Oomog,  with  some  160  men,  was  on  his  way 
to  Oarrsville  to  retom  by  the  Derated  Honse.  His  advance  of  20  men. 
under  alientenant,  passed  the  center  of  thelines,  when  the  enemy  showeo 
themselves:  singnfar  to  say,  all  escaped  save  one. 

Onr  cavalry  pickets  expected  an  attack  last  ni{^t,bnt  aU  passed  ir 
Qoieti 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


Hbadquabtbbb  Foitbth  OOBP8, 

Torkiaum^  March  81, 1863. 

Ckdonel  Lbwu,  Oawmamdlmg  at  WUUamAurg: 

Let  me  hear  at  once  all  yon  know  of  the  enemy's  present  ftxroe  and 
position. 

In  case  of  an  attack  in  force  send  down  the  pnblic  property.  Hold 
Fort  Magmder  and  sheU  the  town  the  moment  an  armed  enemy  ia 
known  to  be  within  it. 

Let  me  hear  from  yon  frequently  so  kmg  as  the  enemy  remains  in 
yonr  neighborhood. 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 
Milfar»€meraL 
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woMtMarmoM, 
OoL  ft.  M.  Alvobdi, 

tid  Kew  York. 
OAXP  HAMOSOW, 

CoL  AmBOinr  Ck>2inL 
laoth  New  York,  GoL  jknfhony  Conk. 


u»ui  new  Yonc,  uol  Anuiony  uonK. 
11th  FttmqrlTftnU  CaTaby,  Company  C,  Qvot,  John  Cnapola. 
8d  FttiiiqrlTania  ArtlUexy  (battalion),  liig.  John  1 .  Darling. 


j8;ii.j.aBTOWB 


leftlfMQhOOftr 
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L.  V] 


Bdi-  Cta. 


UBth  V 0ir  Toik,  OdL  WUllaiii  JoluaoD . 
»8d  Ftaiiii7lTMii%  OdL  Dwikl  Nafb. 
ITTUi  PannnlTiiiiai  lieat.  CdL  H.  J.  Bndj. 

mh  WlMOMlM^iii.  CoL  C.  WUppto. 

lltii  FeniisflTaiiJft  CwvaliTy  Oompimr  F«  Capl  B.  B. 
7ft  Vtw  Toric  Biill«79  0^  P.  a  Bapn. 


M^  0«L  Jon  J. 


Brig.  Geo.  MlOHAWi  OOBODBAM. 

aMh  Hew  York,  CoL  M.  MnipbT. 
UMh  N«w  TorVCoL  WIUImh  MeBrlly. 
164th  Kew  Tock,  CoL  J.  P.  HelCahoiL 
ITOOiNaw  T<nk,  OdL  J.  P.  MdlTor 


Bdi-  OcB*  H.  D.  TnBT. 

9901  N«w  TodL  OoL  D.  W.  Waidiop. 
laOUi  Kew  York,  OoL  Alfted  Gibta. 
Ut  New  York  BftfetaUcmSlaipihoottBii 
Oesi.  TkomM  Bndkf. 
lenh  PiMMBrlTMii%  Ue^  CM.  J.  D. 


OoL  B.  & 


IMi  iBdiaius  Uetti.  OoL  0.  J.  Dobbo. 
6th  If  ■owKihttoetto,  CoL  A.  8.  FoUaadbeow 
llSUi  New  York,  Od.  J.  0.  Drake. 
laGth  Peno^ylTMiia,  OoL  0.  H.  Bnahlar. 
166ih  Pann^lTania,  OoL  A.  J.  Fulton. 


OoL  Hawriaim  ft.  FinwimjK 

16th  Now  Hanpdiiie^  OoL  IL  T.Dono- 

hoe. 
9ft  Bdw  York,  OoL  B.  0.  Hawkina. 
89ft  HSaw  York,  Oavt.  Joaeph  IfoRiaon. 
UM  New  York^CoL  B.  Bingold. 

OoL  BVWABD  Bamlmmd, 

8ft  Oomeetioat,  Lleai.  OoL  John  B. 

Ward, 
lift  OouMotleaty  OoLO.  A.8tedmaiif  Jr. 
USft  Oomieetleiity  Uevt.   OoL  flamadl 

ToOea. 
16ft  OoBMOlievty  OoL  f^nak  Beaok. 


OBI  1  I'd  Dinaioir. 
Brig.  Gea.  OaoBOB  W.  Gsttt. 

OdLA.H.  Donov. 


Slot  Oomieetieiit  lfi||.  H.  B.  Oiodbj. 
13ft  New  HampdUie.  OoL  A.  F.  flteroM. 
96ft  New  Joney,  OoL  A.  DeRom. 
4ft  Bhode  Xdand,  Ueat.  OdL  IL  P.  Bar- 

ftUD. 

lat  FlBimijlTaiii%BaitaK7A,Oapi.J.O. 

fliinpoQii. 
Ml  U.  8.,  Battery  A,  Uent.  Jamea  Gil- 

Uai. 


MOSTH  CABOUHA  UD  &  K.  TIBOnU. 


Irt  New  Torii  MMtotod  BUm^  liMt.  CoL  &  ¥.  OndtcAiak. 
lltli  FconartTulk  Cmniij,  CoL  Bamoel  P.  8pMr. 
7tli  MMaaehoMttB  Battwy,  C  wtaln  P.  A.  DktS^ 
3d  FflminlTudM  Hmtt  ArUnNT  (battalion),  Onb  Ji 
4tli  nTsTlrtaierr,  Blotter;  D,  Civb  F.  M.  FoIM. 
401  u.  a  ArtUlarj,  Betray  L,  Lieut.  H.  0.  T    ~ 

U  WiMoauda  Bktterj,  Cftpt.  Chadee  F 

Ml  mMMDrin  Brtter,  Oi^t.  John  F.  1 


HiJ.  Oen.  Enumia  D.  Kbtm. 


4th  Delawaie,  CoL  A.  H.  Grtrnduw. 
UM  M«w  Toric,  Col.  WilUwn  B.  Bnwn. 
14Mh  Fnn^lruila,  CoL  Lewii  W.  ftnltlL 
ina  PennnlTHiia,  CoL  Jamee  Johnaon. 
ITSttFMdinlTania,    CoL    WiUiam    H. 


Sd  UMMobowU*  Caraliy  (FbM  Bat- 
talion), M^.  C.  CrowidnthleU. 

Mh  New  York  Cavalzj  (Third  Batttf - 
Urn),  Hid.  W.  P.  ^IL 

I i_.jjjjjj^  CaTa' —  " — ' 

iLewia. 

M  HowToritAitOlHV, 

H,  Owto.  W.  ft.  WllMB  MA  D. 

BttMew  T<^  Batten,  Oipk  Botha 

Plteh. 
let  P«>wjl''a»l>AitlIlvT.BattorieaB 

and  H,  Uent.  C.  B.  Bioakwar 

and  Capt.  Andnw  Fagan. 
StkU.  B.  ArttUarr,  Batterj  II,  Cl«t. 

JaneeMeK^f^it.  ^^ 


Umt.  fi>r  a*  wmA^  JTorft,  1603 (t« 
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OrgmnUmikm  o/troopi  h^ihelKgkiemih  Army  Oofp$y  IkpartmeKiofNarA 
Oairol/lmajwmmamdedhg  Mqj.  Gem.  J.  G.  Fastfir^for  Mamiky  IMa.* 


Brig.  Gen.  Imiu  N.  F 
OoL  T,  J.  C.  Amokt  eommandiBg. 


i7th  HMMMlmaettey  litoitt  CoL  J.  F.  Fel- 
lows. 

43d  If  aMMhiuettSy  CoL  CliaflM  L.  Hol- 
brook. 

46411  HMBachiiMtte,  CoL  Chatlas  B.  Cod- 


CoL  H.  C.  Ln  onmiMndfag. 
6illi  Ma— aohniifitti,  CoL  GooEge  H.  Pii» 


95th  llMMohiiaetto,  CoL  JosUh  Plokett. 
STth  HMMohoMttiy  Lioat.  CoL  Lnko  lor- 


4INih  MiMactnaotti,  OoL  W.  &  flhvrftMt: 


SM  ¥—aolmiifttt»,OoL  A.B.  B.  flpiaguo. 

jvooKDAryxuoor.t 

Brig.  Gon.  Cbabum  A.  HwcmukHf  oonmuadiag. 


CoL  Jacob  J.  !>■  Fobbst  oonmandiiig. 

83d  IfMBMhiuetts,    Ueatenant-ColoiMl 

ElwelL 
9Ui  New  JeiBey,  Col.  Abrem  Zabriakie. 
8Iit  New  York,  Lieat.  CoL  WiUUm,  C. 

BanlBton. 
96Ch  New  York,  Uevi.  CoL  F.  F.  Weed. 


CoL  W.  W.  H.  Davh  eommendfag. 

Uth  Ifftiiie,  CoL  H.  H.  Plaieted. 

(j0d  Penn^ylvenie,  CoL  Joihn  C.  Dodge^ 

J'- 
104th  PttinqrlTftiiiay  Lleat.  CoL  T.   D." 

Hart. 

IndependoDt  New  Toik  Battalki,  IJeBt. 

CoL  Felix  CoBifort. 


TBIMDBmmXM. 
Brig.  Gen.  Qbbu  8.  Fbbbt  oommandfag. 


CoL  J.  B.  HofWBLi.  commanding. 

66th  New  Toric,  Lieat.  CoL  J.  J.  Wheeier. 
68th  Pennaylvaoia,  CoL  J.  B.  Jones. 
8Bth  Pennsylvania,  Hal.  Edw.  Campbell. 
174th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  John  Nyoe. 


CoL  Fbangu  a.  QnoBB  eommaading. 

39th  Illinois,  CoL  T.  O.  Osbom. 
ead  Ohio,  Col.  F.  B.  Pond. 
07th  Ohio,  CoL  A.  C.  Yoria. 
176th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  A.  A.  LeehlsEi 


FOVMTH  DmBIOW. 
CoL  T.  F. 
Jlrvt  Brtgtidt, 

Col.  J.  8.  Bblkhap  commanding. 


86th  New  Yoric,  im.  B.  Y.  King. 
99d  New  York,  Lieni.  CoL  Hiram  An- 
derson. 
96th  New  York,  Mi^.  Charles  H.  Bniv 

bans. 
101st  Psnnsylvania,  CoL  David  B.  Morris. 
103d   Pennsylvania,  Lieut.  CoL  W.   C. 
Maxwell. 


CoL  Fbangu  L.  Lbb  comnandiBg. 

10th  Conneetieat    (detadhment),   Lieut. 

W.  W.  Webb. 
84th  Massaehnsetts  (detachment),  lient. 

T.  F.  Edmands. 
44th  Massachusetts,   Lieut.   CoL   S.  C. 

Cabot. 
5th  Bhode  Island,  Col.  H.  T.  fiUflMm. 


*  Compiled  from  division  and  brigade  retoms. 

t  Detailed  in  Department  of  the  £>ath. 

X  It  appears  from  briffade  return  that  these  two  brigades  were  consolidated  into 
one  by  deneral  Hunters  order  of  March  26, 1863.  All  these  regiments  except  the 
Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  detailed  in  Department  of  the  Booth. 

37  B  B— YOL  XYHI 
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wtwrm  Diwimaxi. 

Brig.  Geo.  HHmnr  Pumcb  onmiiMukiinn. 

Brig.  G«n.  F.  B.  BmtauL  iwimmamlfag.        OoL  Jamm  Jovmdam  *<n«nmimiihig 

lfietiiFtaiii^lTaiilA,CoLD.B.lfeXlb1ilii.        Sd  llMBMhiuetts,   Col.  B.   P.    Bich- 
Ittth  PteimylTBDiB,  CoL  Joseph  Jaok. 
17UI  PteimylTMiiA,  CoL  Evennd  Bierar.        8th  Iff— aflhniwtta,  Lieat.  CoL  J.  End 
tTMi  Paiiii^hniii«|  CoL  SmbmI  A.  Drar. 

ISM  Row  Torh,  Lieat.  CoL  O.  H.  Hitoh- 


IMIhKew  ToA,  Uenl  CoL  W.  H.  Ho- 
Naiy. 


Uent.  CoL  GbamlbbH.  Stiwabt 

8d  New  Toiky  Lieut.  CoL  Charko  H.  Stewart 
99d  New  Torh  Independent  Battery,  Capt  Alfted 
Mth  New  Torh  Independent  Q^ttery,  Capt.  Jay  E.  Lee. 

life  Bhode  Uand,  Battevy  F,  Cant.  Jamea  Bdiger. 

Ut  U.  8.,  Company  C,  Ldent.  WiUiam  X.  PoUook. 


HXADQUATEBS  EIGHTEENTH  ABMT  OOBPS. 

New  Beme^  N.  (7.,  ApHl  1, 1868. 
Brig.  OeD.  LoBENZO  Thomas. 

AdjuUMU-Omerol  U.  8.  Imty,  WMkingUmj  D.  0. : 

Oenebal  :  Being  in  temporary  oommand  at  this  point  I  have  tiie 
honor  to  report  that  General  Foster  is  at  Washington,  N.  0.,  which 
point  iB  probably  now  being  attacked  by  the  enemy  in  force. 

There  are  two  regiments  in  the  town  as  garrison,  and  three  regiments 
and  one  battery  of  artillery  have  been  sent  to  General  Foster,  bat  have 
not  been  able  as  yet  to  get  ap,  the  enemy  having  a  batteiy  on  the  river 
below  the  town.  Gommander  Davenport,  U.  8.  XTavy,  has  sent  tiie 
only  avaUable  gonboats  fh>m  here  to  engage  the  battery. 

GRie  enemy  are  in  larse  force  in  this  State  now  and  mean  to  act  od 
the  oflGansive.    I  will  inform  yon  whatever  may  arise. 

I  am,  general,  with  great  respect,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

L  N.  PALMBB, 
BriffodSerGeneralj  U. B.  Vokmtmn. 


Hbadquabtebs  Biohteenth  Abmt  Oobps, 

New  Bemej  N  0.,  AprU  1, 1863. 
M%|.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oomnuinding  BeveiUh  Armif  Corps : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  General  Foster  is  at 
Washington,  N.  0.,  where  an  attack  in  strong  force  is  probably  now 
going  on.  Be-enforcemente  have  been  started  to  him,  but  as  yet  have 
not  been  able  to  get  up  to  the  town,  the  enemy  having  a  battery  on 
the  river  below  the  town.  Two  gunboats  have  gone  up  to  engage  the 
battcffy. 

It  is  possible  an  attack  may  be  made  here  whilst  the  general  and  hif 
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troops  are  kept  at  Washington.    Onr  ibroe  is  not  very  large,  and  I  ma^ 
have  to  call  on  yon  for  a  little  aid.    We  have  no  transportation. 

I  write  this  for  yonr  information,  and  relying  on  yonr  kind  assistance 
if  desirable. 

I  am.  general,  very  respeotftiUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

L  N.  PALMER, 
BriffodieT'Omeral  Vohmteers. 

P.  8d — ^There  is  a  &ir  prospect  of  snooess  for  the  rebels  at  Washing- 
ton, and  if  tliey  sncoeed  this  place  onght  to  be  attacked.  I  only  sug- 
gest to  yon,  general,  as  ^'  food  for  thought,"  whether  it  woold  not 
be  best  to  re-enforce  this  place  with,  say,  5,000  men  temporarily  f  We 
are  «Adly  in  need  of  gonbbats.  Oannot  yon  prevail  upon  Admiral  Lee 
to  le-enforce  here  temporarily  f  I  have  written  to  the  admiral,  or, 
rather-the  senior  naval  officer  here  has  done  so. 
v  eiy  respeotiftilly , 

LIT.  PALHBB. 


FoBT  Mohbob,  Apra  2, 188S. 
To  ike  Editor  of  ike  New  York  Timee : 

Your  Washington  correspondent  has  attributed  to  me  an  opinion  I 
have  never  expressed  to  any  one  here  or  elsewhere— that  the  enemy  is 
about  to  evacuate  Bichmond.  I  have  no  information  to  warrant  sudi 
a  conclusion.  I  should  not  deem  it  necessary  to  contradict  the  state- 
ment if  you  had  not  made  it  the  foundation  of  an  elaborate  editoriid. 

JOHUr  A.  DIX, 

M^ffor-OeierdL 


Nbw  Bbbub,  N.  O.,  AprU  2, 1863. 
Mi^.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oewimandmg  DeparlmeiU  of  VtrgMOj  Fort  Monroe: 

Obneral:  Oaptain  Murray,  of  the  Navy,  who  has  been  the  senior 
naval  officer  here,  will  see  you  and  explain  the  situation  of  aiEsiirs.  His 
ideas  cd  the  kind  of  re-enforcements  needed  coincide  with  mine.  Your 
letter  to  General  Foster,  in  which  you  state  that  you  will  be  oblised  to 
consult  the  commanding  general  bdbre  sending  forces  to  Blizabeth,  was 
received  thismoming.  Igather  from  thatletter  that  you  would  not  prob- 
ably act  upon  my  request  of  yesterday.  Should  you  do  so,  however,  and 
should  the  necessity  for  the  re-enfoicements  be  passed,  I  shaJl  keep  a 
small  steamer  on  the  lookout  for  any  transports  to  turn  them  back. 
The  commodore  (Murray)  will  be  able  to  inform  you  of  matters  generally. 

There  is  a  large  force  of  the  enemy  in  this  State,  aud  they  appear  to  be 
determined  to  assume  the  aggressive. 
Very  respectftdly,  yours, 

L  N.  PALMBB, 
BHgadier-OenenUj  Oommandlmg. 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ya.,  April  3, 1863—8.30  p.  m. 

M%j.  Qen.  H.  W.  Haixeck, 

General-in-  Chief: 

A  division  has  arrived  on  the  Blackwater  from  Petersburg  and  another 
division,  under  (General  Hood,  is  ssid  tx>  be  coming.    They  have  brought 


580  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  E.  7IRGINU.  rCRAP  xxx. 

I)Oiitoons  with  them.  This  looks  like  a  design  to  eross  the  Nanseaiond 
Eiver,  between  Norfolk  and  Suffolk,  where  there  is  a  weak  spot.  I 
directed  General  Peck  to  fortify  it.  He  has  done  so,  and  besides  the 
troops  there  we  have  three  gonboats,  one  of  which  will  be  constantly 
in  motion.  Washington,  N.  C,  has  been  attacked.  General  Foster  is 
there  and  re-enforcements  are  going  to  him.  He  fears  an  attack  on 
New  Berne.  A  gentleman  from  Massachusetts,  just  arrived  at  Suffolk, 
says  the  railroad  between  Goldsborongh  and  Weldou  is  Uned  with  troops, 
he  thinks  30,000;  the  rebels  say  from  50,000  to  75,000.  They  say  they 
have  between  Blackwater  and  Wilmington  75,000  which  can  be  con- 
centrated in  a  short  time.    I  will  be  in  Washington  on  Monday  morning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€^  GenaroL 


TTNcnED  STATBS  Flaghbhip  Minnesota, 

QffUmopari  Newi^  April  3, 1863. 
Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oamdg.  Seventh  Afwy  Corps j  Fortress  Monroe^  V€k: 

Genbbal:  Mr.  Hnme,  a  citizen  of  New  York,  came  to  me  this  morn- 
ing presenting  a  letter  from  General  Viele  iirhis  behalf,  asking  permis- 
sion to  take  a  vessel  to  Suffolk  to  carry  some  staves  thence  to  Norfolk. 
Having  no  anthority  to  give  sach  a  permit,  I  told  him  that  if  he  had  a 
proper  permit  from  General  Dix  he  could  pass.  Since  then  I  have  con- 
sidered tliat  my  instmctions  do  not  clearly  indicate  my  authority  to 
pass  merchandise  to  or  from  Suffolk  under  your  permit,  and  I  have  there- 
fore instructed  the  commanding  officer  of  the  guard  vessel  in  the  Nanse- 
mond  to  idlow  no  vessel  with  merchandise  to  pass,  except  under  tlie 
specified  permit  from  one  of  the  three  Secretaries. 

I  shall  at  once  ask  the  Department  for  a  definition  of  my  authority  in 
this  respect,  and  hope  that  until  I  am  instructed  on  the  point  in  question 
you  will  abstain  from  giving  permits  allowing  general  traffic  to  or  from 
Suffolk. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfhUy,  yours, 

S.  P.  li^Ei, 
Aetg.  BMr-Admiraly  Oomdg,  N,  AUantie  Bloekading  Squadron. 


GsNBBAii  Orders,  \  War  Deft.,  Adjutant-General's  Oppioe, 
No.  88.  i  Washington,  AprU  3, 1863. 

The  following  orders  in  respect  to  the  regulating  of  intercoarse  with 
t^e  insurrectionary  States,  the  collection  of  abandoned  property,  &c, 
are  published  for  the  information  and  government  of  the  Army  and  of 
all  concerned : 

WaB  DsPARTinCNT, 

Waehington,  March  31,  1863. 

For  the  porpofle  of  more  eifectnslly  pteventing  all  oommercial  interoouiBe  with  in- 
Bnrreotionary  States  ezoept  such  aa  ehaU  be  authorized  in  pnienance  of  law,  and  of 
8ecnring  consistent,  oniform,  and  efficient  action  in  oondnotini;  snch  Interconrse  aa 
shall  be  so  anthoriced,  and  for  tihe  purpose  of  carrying  ont  the  proyisions  of  an  act  of 
Congress  entitled  ''An  act  to  proyide  for  the  coUection  of  abandoned  property  and  for 
the  prevention  of  frauds  in  insurrectionary  States,"  approved  March  12, 1863,  it  is 
hereby  ordered — 

I.  That  no  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  nor  other  person  connected 
the^with  shall  anthorize  or  have  any  interest  in  the  tramsportation  of  any  goods, 
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wares,  or  merohaiidiBe  (except  auppliee  belonging;  to  or  oontrseted  for  by  the  UDited 
States,  deeisned  for  tbe  military  or  naval  foroee  thereof,  and  moving  nnder  military 
or  naval  orden,  and  ezeept  also  sntlera'  supplies  and  other  things  neoessaiy  for  the 
ose  and  comfort  of  the  troops  of  the  United  States,  and  moving  under  penults  of  the 
anthoriMd  offloers  of  the  Treasury  Department)  into  any  State  declared  by  the  Presi- 
dent to  be  in  insurrection ;  nor  authonze  nor  have  any  interest  in  the  purchase  or  sale 
thereki  of  any  floods  or  chattels,  wares  or  merchandise,  cotton,  tobacco,  or  other  prod- 
net  of  the  soil  mcffeof ;  norths  transportation  of  the  same,  except  as  aforesaid,  there- 
fiom  or  therein ;  nor  shall  any  such  of&cer  or  person  authorize,  prohibit,  or  in  any 
manner  interfere  with  anv  such  pnxohase  or  sale  or  transportation  which  shall  be 
conducted  under  ^e  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  unless  under  some 
imperative  military  neoessity,  in  the  place  or  section  where  the  same  shall  be  con- 
ducted, or  unlees  requested  by  an  agent  or  some  other  authorized  officer  of  the  Treas- 
ury Department,  in  which  ease  all  commanders  of  militaiy  departments,  districts, 
anid  posts  will  render  such  aid  in  canyinff  out  the  provisions  of  the  said  act,  and  in 
enforcing  due  observance  of  the  said  regn&tions  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  as 
can  be  given  without  manifest  ii^ury  to  tbe  public  service. 

n.  It  ia  further  ordered  that  evezy  officer  or  private  or  person  employed  in  or  with 
the  regular  or  volunteer  forces  of  the  United  States  who  may  receive  or  have  nnder 
his  control  any  property  which  shall  have  been  abandoned  bv  the  owner  or  owners, 
or  captnrbd  in  any  aistnct  declared  to  be  in  insurrection  against  the  United  States, 
including  all  property  ssized  under  military  orders,  exceptmg  only  such  as  shall  be 
required  for  miUtary  use  of  the  United  States  forees,  shall  promptly  turn  over  all 
such  property  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  to  receive  the 
same,  who  shall  give  duplicate  receipts  therefor. 

And  every  such  officer  or  private,  or  person  employed  in  or  with  the  regular  or  vol- 
unteer forees  of  the  United  States,  shall  also  promptly  turn  over  to  such  agent,  in  like 
manner,  all  receipts,  bills  of  lading^  and  other  papers^  documents,  and  vouchers  show- 
ing title  to  such  property,  or  the  right  to  the  possession,  control,  or  direction  thereof; 
torn  he  shall  maxe  such  order,  indorsement,  or  writing  as  he  has  power  to  make  to 
enable  such  agent  to  take  possession  of  such  property  or  the  proceeds  thereof.  Arms, 
munitions  of  war.  forage,  norses,  mules,  wagons,  beef  cattle,  and  supplies  which  are 
necessary  in  military  operations,  shall  be  turned  over  to  the  proper  officen  of  the 
ordnance  or  of  the  quartermaster  or  of  the  commissary  departments,  respectively, 
for  the  use  of  the  Army.  All  other  property  abandoned  or  captured  or  seized  as 
aforesaid  shall  be  delivered  to  the  agent  appointed  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury. 

The  officer  receiving  or  turning  over  such  property  shall  give  the  usual  and  neces- 
sary invoices,  receipts,  or  vouchers  therei<or.  and  shall  make  regular  returns  thereof, 
as  prescribed  by  the  Army  Regulations.  Tne  receipts  of  the  agents  of  the  Treasury 
Department  shall  be  vouchers  for  all  property  delivered  to  them,  and  whenever  called 
upon  by  the  agent  cif  the  Treasury  Department  authorized  to  receive  ^uch  abandoned 
or  captured  or  se&zed  property  as  aforesaid,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  all  persons  em- 
pkyyed  in  the  ndlitary  service  will  give  him  ftiU  information  in  regard  thereto,  and 
if  requested  by  him  so  to  do  they  s&U  s^ve  him  duplicates  or  copfes  of  the  reports 
and  returns  thereof  and  of  tiie  receipts,  invoices  and  vouchers  therefor. 

And  every  officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States  hereafter  receiving  abandoned 
or  captured  or  seized  property,  or  the  proceeds  thereof,  or  under  whose  order  it  may 
be  applied  to  the  use  of  the  military  forces  as  aforesaid,  shall,  upon  request  of  a  duly 
authorized  agent  of  the  TrsMury  Department,  render  a  written  report,  with  invoices 
thereof,  to  sud  ftgent.  in  which  ho  will  specify  the  arms,  supplies,  or  other  munitions 
oi  war  retained  for  the  use  of  the  military  forces  as  aforesaid,  and  also,  separately, 
the  property  turned  over  to  said  agent,  or  which  may  have  been  sold  or  otherwise 
dinmsedof. 

And  in  case  a  sale  of  any  such  property  shall  be  made  under  his  authority  or  nnder 
the  anthori^  of  any  one  subject  to  nis  order  he  will  so  state,  and  will  describe  the 
property  so  sold,  and  wiU  state  when  and  where  and  by  and  to  whom  sold,  and  the 
amount  received  therefor,  and  what  disposition  was  maae  of  the  proceeds. 

And  all  officers  of  the  Army  of  the  united  States  will  at  all  times  render  to  the 
agents  appointed  by  tiie  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  all  such  aid  as  may  be  necessary 
to  enable  them  to  take  possession  of  and  transport  all  such  property,  so  far  as  can  be 
done  without  manifest  injury  to  the  public  service. 

III.  All  commanders  of  military  departments,  districts,  and  posts  will,  upon  receipt 
of  this  order,  revoke  all  existing  orders  within  their  respective  commands  conflicting 
or  inconsLstent  herewith,  or  which  permit  or  prohibit  or  in  any  manner  interfere  with 
any  trade  or  transportation  conducted  under  the  regulations  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury ;  and  their  attention  is  particularly  directed  to  said  regulations,  prescribed 
Mareh  31, 1863,  and  they  will  respectively  make  such  orders  as  will  insuro  strict  ob- 
servance of  this  order  tnron|[hout  their  respective  commands. 

All  expenses  of  transporting  property  herein  referred  to  will  be  reported  by  the 
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offioen  of  the  QuarteniiABter'tt  Department  who  fomiflh  aiioh  trmnsportatioii  to  the 
agents  of  the  Treaeory  Department,  and  also,  thnmgh  the  ordinary  ohannela,  to  the 
QnarterauiBter-General  at  Washington,  in  order  that  the  said  expenaea  may  he  leim- 
bnrsed  from  the  prooeeds  of  sales  of  sooh  transported  property. 

WWm  M.  STANTON, 

89or€tmry  e/  Wm. 

By  order  of  the  Seoretaiy  of  War: 

B.  D.  TOWNSEim, 


Unitbd  States  FLAChSHiP  Minnesota, 

OffNetepart  Newiy  Va^  AfrU  4, 1863. 

Maj.  G^n.  John  A.  Del,  U.  S.  A., 

Oamnumding  Seventh  Army  Oorpej  Fart  McMve^  F«k : 

General  :  I  was  not  aware  nntil  makiDg  inqniries  on  receipt  of  yoai 
letter  of  the  2d  instant  that  the  ordnance  storehouse  was  nsed  as  a 
domicile.  I  at  once  directed  Lieatenant-Ck>inmander  Phenix  to  have  the 
family  now  tiiere  removed,  and  have  forbidden  the  nse  of  any  fire  or 
lights  in  the  building  except  such  lights  in  such  lanterns  as  are  actually 
necessary.  The  Bnreaa  of  Ordnance  has  established  its  depot  at  Fort- 
ress Monroe,  on  shore,  where  it  is  supposed  to  be  safe  and  most  con- 
venient, and  desires  to  add  to  it.  The  subject  of  the  purchase  of  another 
hulk  or  sailing-ship  for  ordnance  stores  is  already  before  the  Bureau. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  f  •  LBfi, 
AiOg.Bear'Admiraly  Oamdg.N.  AUamtieBlockadmg8g!MaratL 


April  4,  [1883]. 
M%jor-Oeneral  Ebtbs, 

Oomma/ndingy  TorJctoum: 

I  shall  leave  this  afternoon  for  Washington.*  I  hope  not  to  be  absent 
more  than  ten  days,  though  my  leave  is  for  fifteen.  Nothing  will  be 
done  in  the  department  without  your  orders  except  the  regular  details 
of  daty.  If  in  anything  you  cannot  communicate  satisfactorily  by  tele- 
graph my  chief  of  staff  can  go  to  Yorktown,  or  if  you  are  able  to  leave 
to  come  here  my  quarters  are  at  your  service.  I  have  promised  General 
Peck  in  case  he  is  attacked  to  send  for  the  Ninth  New  York  Volunteers, 
which  is  at  Gamp  Hamilton  and  belongs  to  Getty's  division. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M4i^'€^eieraL 


HXADQUARTBRS  VNTTED  STATBS  FoROBS, 

SuffMj  Va.j  AprtI  4, 1863. 
M^).  Gen.  Joseph  Hooker, 

Cemmandmg  Army  of  the  Potamae : 

General  :  I  am  honored  with  your  communication  of  the  2d  touching 
the  strength  and  position  of  my  troops;  also  the  strength  and  position 
of  the  enemy  in  my  fh)nt.  As  these  data  may  have  an  important  bear- 
ing upon  your  operations  I  most  cheerfully  proceed  to  give  you  the  de- 
sired information. 

By  the  inclosed  map  you  will  perceive  that  a  large  district  is  under 

*  Left  on  the  Gtfa. 
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my  oommandy  being,  in  ^neral  termSf  all  east  of  the  Blaokwater  aLd 
Onowan.  Several  oonnties  of  North  Gait>lina  are  nominally  in  General 
Foster's  department,  bnt  really  dependent  upon  me  for  protection. 
General  Yiele  has  a  small  force  at  Norfolk.  My  headquarters  are  at 
Snifolk,  where  I  keep  nearly  the  whole  force,  and  from  which  point  I 
move  my  columns  according  to  circumstances.  The  service  is  hard  and 
they  are  kept  active  when  the  weather  permits.  The  enemy  occupies 
the  Blackwater  in  force  down  to  the  Ohowan  and  probably  bdow 
Winton. 

From  the  foot  that  some  4,000  have  been  several  weeks  foirtiiying 
Fort  Powhatan,  on  the  James,  I  infer  that  Ohipoak  and  Birchen  Bivers, 
with  Gjrpress  Swamp,  form  the  left  of  tiieir  line.  (See  military  map  of 
Southeastern  Virginia  from  Ooast  Survey.) 

AU  the  fords,  passes,  and  bridges  are  fortified  and  guarded.  He  oc- 
cupies Surry  Gourt-House  and  pickets  a  belt  of  5  or  6  miles  on  this  side 
of  the  river.  The  intermediate  country  is  traversed  by  botii  and  is  the 
theater  of  many  collisions. 

On  the  1st  or  March  Hood's  and  Pickett's  divisions  left  Fredericks- 
burg for  Petersburg,  and  Gleneral  Longstreet  assumed  command  about 
that  time  or  a  few  days  before.  One  division  started  for  Oharleston, 
but  returned.  Oeneml  Longstreet  made  a  reconnaissance,  with  Gen- 
eral Jenkins  commanding,  on  the  river  last  week  and  returned  to  Pe- 
tersburg. My  information  from  numerous  sources  has  been  that  Long- 
street  had  within  20  or  30  miles  of  this  place  15,000,  and  15,000  along 
the  railway  this  side  of  Petersburg  which  he  could  concentrate  in 
twelve  hours,  and  I  was  advised  from  headquarters  a  few  days  since 
that  one  ol  our  spies  had  a  list  of  the  reghnents  and  the  strength,  and 
they  amounted  to  28,000. 

Deserters  who  left  the  Blackwater  on  the  1st  say  that  General  Oorse^s 
brigade  of  Virginia  troops  arrived  at  Zuni  on  the  23d ;  i^  that  alarge 
pontoon  train  came  by  rail.  They  state  that  Hood's  division  was  ex- 
pected to  follow.  A  large  brigade  of  MissiBsippians,  under  General  J. 
B.  Davis,  arrived  recently  from  Gk>ldsborough ;  also  a  brigade  of  South 
OaroUnians,  under  General  Bratton.  He  is  strong  in  cavalry  and  artQ- 
leiy. 

Ever  since  my  arrival  the  enemy  has  been  impressed  with  the  idea 
that  an  army  would  attempt  this  route,  and  they  have  watched  very 
dosely.  Much  of  the  time  their  force  has  been  greatly  in  excess  of 
mine.  This  has  been  in  part  due  to  the  demonstrations  I  have  made. 
My  force  has  been  greatly  magnified  by  our  people,  and  the  rebels^  was 
rated  from  80,000  to  50,000,  when  I  had  less  than  12,000. 

Total  infuitiy  for  daty 13,600 

Total  oavalxy *.      1,688 

TkytalartUlfiiy 803 

Two  dfvidoni,  toka  for  dvfy 15,106 

Four  of  my  batteries  are  good  and  three  are  indifferent. 

There  is  no  foundation  for  the  report  of  an  Intended  evacuation  of 
Bichmond. 

It  will  give  me  pleasure  to  advise  you  from  time  to  time  of  any  im- 
portant ohEUiges  made  by  the  enemy  and  of  the  information  brought  to 
me  from  crednable  sources. 

Wishing  you  all  success  in  your  yeiy  responsible  command,  I  remain, 
very  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 
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New  BEBinfi,  Bimdaifj  Aprii  ft,  1865—4  p.  m. 
If^j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

My  Dear  Gbnbrai.  :  Your  letter  of  the  4th,  dated  1  a.  m.,  was  re- 
ceived abont  two  hoars  since,  and  I  am  delighted  to  inform  yon  that 
everything  mentioned  in  that  letter  has  been  anticipated.  Yon  speak 
first  of  the  matter  of  the  ammunition— of  the  need  of  6-poander  Wiard ; 
that  was  sent  yesterday  by  the  Northerner,  and  a  ftirther  supply  goes 
in  about  one  hour  from  this  time  by  the  Farina.  You  next  inquire 
about  sending  a  cavalry  force  across  the  river  to  harass  the  enemy's 
rear;  that  was  anticipated  by  me,  and  I  organized  such  an  expedition 
on  the  3d.  Major  Garrard,  with  a  battalion  of  four  companies  and  one 
howitzer,  has  started  with  orders  to  gain  all  the  information  possible 
about  the  position  of  the  enemy  at  Swift  Greek,  and,  if  possible,  to 
threaten  the  forces  at  Hill's  Point.  By  the  time  you  receive  this  he 
will  be  doing  his  best  in  those  parts.  He  has  also  five  companies  of 
infiEintry  at  Street's  Perry  in  case  he  should  wish  to  return  that  way. 
(He  might  find  the  enemy  in  his  rear  after  he  gets  up  the  country,  and 
he  might  wish  to  dash  across  to  the  ferry,  as  that  is  only  8  miles  from 
Swift  Creek.)  The  flats  will  go  up  to  the  ferry  with  a  small  steamer, 
witii  a  gun  on  board. 

In  addition  to  the  troops  of  Spinous  brigade  already  up  near  the 
Hill's  Point  Battery  the  Northerner  yesterday  took  two  regiments,  the 
Fifth  Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsylvania.  To-day 
the  Farina  takes  the  Third  Massachusetts  and  One  hundred  and  third 
New  York,  and  she  will  tow  schooners  with  the  Eighty-fifth  New  York 
and  Ninety-sixth  New  York,  making  nine  regiments.  We  will  hold 
this  place  with  the  remainder  of  the  troops ;  at  any  rate  we  will  try. 
Here  we  are  only  thinking  of  you  and  the  way  of  helping  you. 

You  must  bear  in  mind  that  ever  since  you  left  here  we  have  had  the 
most  terrific  weather  ^  the  wind  has  either  blown  the  water  all  out  of 
the  river  or  it  has  been  blowing  such  a  gale  that  most  of  our  transpor- 
tation could  not  do  anything.  Our  vessels  have  been  either  aground  or 
wind  bound.  Such  a  time  has  never  heexk  known  here  since  we  took 
the  place. 

The  Northerner  yesterday  took  up  a  lot  of  small  boats.  By  my  order 
the  harbor-master  collected  aU  these  he  could  find  to  send  up.  There 
are  three  ship  launches  secured  to  us  by  Captain  Davenport,  whidh  will 
be  sent  up  just  as  soon  as  they  can  go. 

Captain  Davenport  tells  me  that  he  has  sent  a  bountiful  supply  of 
ammunition  for  all  the  gunboats. 

General  Prince  writes  to  me  by  the  same  messenger  who  brings  your 
letter.  He  read  your  letter  to  me  and  he  sasrs  that  as  a  matter  of  course 
he  adopts  your  ideas  and  he  will  act  upon  them. 

I  am  not  surprised  that  you  think  that  there  is  a  want  of  promptness, 
but  you  have  no  idea  what  weather  we  have  had.  Notiiing  could  be 
done  by  water  for  a  great  portion  of  the  time. 

Urge  General  Prince  to  send  back  all  the  steamers  he  can  spare  to 
this  place,  for  now  we  have  nothing  left  here  in  tiie  way  of  transporta- 
tion. 

I  sent  to  Colonel  Pickett  at  Plymouth,  informing  him  of  the  state  of 
a&irs  generally,  and  I  authorized  him  to  evacuate  the  place  if  he  was 
hard  pressed  there,  but  to  hold  on  as  long  as  he  could. 

My  own  opinion  is  that  he  had  bettex'  come  here  at  once  with  all  his 
force  and  hold  the  mouth  of  the  Eoanoke  by  a  gunboat  fbr  the  pres- 
ent. I  cannot,  however,  take  the  responsibility  of  this.  Think  of  it 
and  let  me  know  how  to  advise  him  when  I  write  again. 
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Oaptain  Farqahar  writes  that  he  is  ffettang  along  well  with  the  field 
works.    He  knew  nothing  of  the  trcables  when  he  wrote. 

Lieutenant  Wheaton  will  tell  you  more  than  I  oan  write.    Everything 
that  yon  oan  suggest  will  be  attended  to  at  onoe  by  me. 
Byer  truly,  yours. 

L  N.  PALMER. 


FOBT  MONBOBy  Ya.,  April  6j  1863. 

M%).  Oen.  JoHK  A.  Bm,  WaaklmgUmy  D.  0. : 

General  Palmer,  under  date  of  April  3,  from  New  Berne,  states,  sub- 
sequent to  special  dispatch  received  here  by  M%|or  Anderson,  that  Gen- 
eral Foster  feels  tolerably  strong  in  Wadiington  for  some  days,  but 
begs  for  re-enforcements.  He  wants  10,000,  but  will  take  any  numbei 
that  can  be  sent. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUBEN, 

AMigUmt  A^tamt'€hneirdL 

FoBT  MOBBOX,  Ya.,  Apra  6, 1863—10  p.  m. 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Brigadier-Gleneral  Palmer  writes,  April  3,  from  New  Berne,  urgently 
asking  General  Dix  for  re-enlbroements.  Says  General  Foster  is  in 
Washington,  N.  C,  and  that  the  re-enforcements  are  needed  to  secure 
that  place  and  New  Berne.  Why  Foster  did  not  write  I  Imow  not.  I 
am  this  moment  in  from  Suffolk.  General  Peck  thinks  the  enemy  is 
still  strong  in  front  of  him,  but  oan,  he  thinks  and  I  think,  spare,  say, 
three  regiments  a  short  time  if  North  Carolina  is  in  great  danger. 
What  shall  be  done  f  I  return  to  Yorktown  to-night,  rhave  an  ex- 
pedition organised  to  start  early  to-morrow  morning  for  Matthews 
Oounly  to  destroy  or  bring  in  a  lot  of  grain  collected  for  the  rebels. 

E.  D.  EJ2TES, 

Muffar-QenerdL 

HiHiBS.  Dbpt.  of  YiBoniiA,  Bbvbnth  Abky  Oobps, 

Fart  Monroej  Va.^  April  6, 1863. 
Actg.  Bear-Admiial  S.  P.  Lbb, 

dmmaiuUng  North  AiUmtic  Bloekadimg  Squadron  : 

Sib:  In  the  absence  of  M%|or-Ctoneral  Dix,  commanding  the  depart- 
ment, I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith  a  copy  of  a  communication 
this  morning  received  fri>m  Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmer,  commanding  at 
New  Berne,  N.  O. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeetftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEEN, 

AMWtont  A^futawt-Ooneriik 


Hbadquabtbbb  Eightbenth  Abmy  Gobps, 

New  Bwney  N.  0.,  April  3, 1863. 
^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Oomdg,  SevmUh  AfWjf  Oorp$j  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. : 

Gbbbbal  :  Since  my  communication  of  the  1st,  sent  by  M%|or  Ander- 
son, I  have  received  s^^veral  dispatches  from  General  Foster.    G^eneral 
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Foster  feels  tolerably  strong  in  Washington  for  some  days,  bat  flie  olti- 
mate  safety  of  that  place  depends  on  tiie  batteries  on  the  river  being 
overcome.  Onr  force  to  overcome  them  is  not  sniBcieDt,  and  I  there- 
fore most  respectfully  but  earnestly  beg  that  if  at  all  within  yoor  power 
re-enforcements  be  stot  here.  I  shomd  wish  10,000,  bat  any  will  be 
acceptable,  and  the  sooner  the  better,  to  save  Gleneral  Foster  and 
perhaps  to  save  North  Carolina  (t.  0.,  New  Berne)  by  preventing  or  ren- 
dering it  unnecessary  to  send  more  troops  ftom  New  Berne. 

I  expect,  deddedly,  gunboats  from  Admiral  Lee,  and  tmst  we  can 
punish  the  enemy;  but  they  are  strong  and  we  are  weak. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L  N.  PALMBB, 


A  communication  through  the  canal,  informing  me  of  the  coming 
troops,  will  reach  me  before  the  troops  ^oll,  and  I  can  have  such  orders 
given  as  to  their  disposition  as  may  be  necessary.  I  have  no  trans- 
portation.   Gniese  re-enforcements  are  of  coarse  only  as  a  loan. 


ORDBRS,  I  HXADQUARTERS  FOITBTH  ARMT  OORP8, 

No.—,    i  Fart  Tarktawnj  Va.,  AprU  6, 1863. 

M^jor-Oeneral  Diz  being  temporarily  absent,  the  undersigned  hereby 
assumes  command  of  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  of  the  troops 
therein. 

All  reports  and  returns  for  general  headquarters  will  be  addressed  as 
heretofore  to  the  department  staff  officers  at  Fort  Monroe,  and  the  regu- 
lations and  orders  established  by  M^jor-Gleneral  Diz  will  remain  in  force 
unless  otherwise  specially  ordered  by  the  undersigned. 

E.  D,  KEYES, 
M^far-Chneraly  Oammamdk^. 


War  Dkpartmxnt, 
Woikmgtan^  JLj^HI  7,  IS^S-^JLO  p.  m, 

M%jor-Oeneral  Keteb,  Fart  Monroe^  Fa.  : 

The  instructions  to  General  Diz  were  to  co-operate  with  General 
Foster  as  far  as  possible,  sending  him  re-enforcements  if  they  could  be 
spared,  he  being  the  judge  of  that.  In  the  absenoeof  any  advices  frcMn 
NorUi  Oaialina  I  can  give  you  no  more  definite  instructions. 

H.  w.  halleoe:, 

Suffolk,  April  7,  IMS. 
M%|.  Gen.  Josbph  Hooxxr, 

OcmmofiMmg  Armif  of  ike  PoUmaCj  Falmauth : 

Answered  your  communication.*  Just  ezamined  a  man  who  left 
Petersburg  on  Wednesday;  confinns  my  previous  information.  Long* 
street  moving  troops  this  way  last  week. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

if q^-GfMMral. 

*  flee  Ftoek  to  Hooiker,  Apiil  4. 
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United  States  Fl^o-bbjf  MnmEBOTA, 

Off  Newport  New$j  April  8, 1863. 
M%j.  Oen.  John  A.  DiX|  IT.  S.  A., 

Ci>mdg.  JSeveiUh  Army  Oarps^  Fortreti  Manroej  Fa. : 

General  :  In  your  letter  to  me  of  A^^  ^  y^^  request  that  during 
yonr  absence  the  signatore  of  Oapt.  W.  E.  Blake,  provost-marshal, 
might  be  respected  by  the  gaard  vessel  as  conveying  the  same  aa- 
thority  as  yonr  own.  Imme£ately  on  the  receipt  of  this  reqaest  I  re- 
ferred the  matter  to  the  Navy  Department  for  instructions,  as  I  am 
especially  directed  in  passing  shii>s  and  merchandise  to  or  from  Norfolk 
for  military  purposes  to  recognize  the  signature  of  M%jor-6en6ral  DiZi 
^'  and  not  of  persons  signing  for  him."  Until,  therefore,  I  am  enabled 
to  communicate  the  Department's  decision  to  yon  I  hoi>e  that  such  per- 
mits  will  not  be  given  by  Captain  Blake,  as  tihe  guard  vessel  must  at 
present  act  under  their  original  instructions.  Fermits  to  trade  from 
the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury,  War,  or  Navy  will  be  of  course  always 
resi>eoted  when  presented  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfolly,  yours. 

B.  P.  LBB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oamdg.  If.  AUamitic  BUnikadimg  SqiuMrcm. 


HBADQ17ABTEB8  DEPABTMENT  OF  yiB0INIA, 

Fwri  Monroe^  Fa.,  AprU  8, 1803. 
Miy.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallecoc, 

OenenU^in'Okie/ : 

General  :  H.  A.  Gibbon,  a  deserter  from  the  Fifty-seventh  Begi- 
ment  North  Oarolina,  of  Lee^s  army,  came  into  our  lines  yesterday. 
He  was  conscripted  from  Chapel  Hill  College,  N.  C,  and  is  remarkably 
intelligent.  His  relations  corroborate  many  facts  I  have  gleaned  from 
less  reliable  sources,  and  seem  worthy  of  the  notice  of  the  War  Depart- 
ment. He  says  D.  H.  Hill  with  his  division  is  in  North  Carolina; 
Pickett  is  near  the  Blackwater,  and  Hood  near  Petersburg.  He  con- 
firms my  former  statement  that  Fitzhugh  Lee,  with  four  regiments  of 
cavalry,  came  down  to  near  Gloucester  Point,  having  boasted  he 
would  take  it  On  his  return  he  stopped  at  a  Colonel  Davis*,  where 
Gibbon  learned  the  merriment  caused  by  his  failure.  Lee's  cavalry,  he 
says,  recently  moved  toward  the  left  of  the  rebel  lines. 

Gibbon  states  that  Lee  has  collected  large  pontoon  trains  and  is 
ready  to  cross  the  Bappahannock ;  that  he  will  attack  Hooker  soon  if 
Hooker  does  not  attack:  that  Lee's  army  is  80,000  strong,  all  well 
armed,  and  mostly  with  £nfieid  rifles.  The  men  are  in  good  condition 
and  feel  entire  confidence  that  they  will  beat  Hooker.  Provisions  are 
certainly  very  scarce,  but  there  is  no  despondency. 

Gibbon  says  the  railroads  north  trom  Bichmond  are  in  a  much  worse 
condition  than  those  south,  and  that  railroad  iron  is  very  scarce. 

The  rebel  generals  from  an  army  of  80,000  can  keep  more  men  in  line 
of  battle  than  Hooker  and  his  generals  can  keep  in  line  from  an  army 
of  100,000,  and  if  Hooker  has  not  more  than  that  number  he  is  in  dan- 
ger of  being  whipped. 

I  have  not  yet  made  a  suiBciently  dose  examination  of  this  depart- 
ment to  venture  a  positive  opinion ;  but  from  the  glance  I  took  at  Suf- 
folk and  ttie  neighboring  country  I  could  see  nothing  there  to  tempt 
the  enemy  to  make  great  sacrifices  in  that  quarter  whidi  would  weaken 
his  attack  on  Hooker.  I  think  I  shall  advise  that  with  the  works  about 
BuiEdk  and  the  gunboats  on  the  Nansemond  Peck  oan  hold  the  position 
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with  aboQt  half  his  piesent  force.    The  ndlroadB  being  iu  a  bad  condi 
Hon  north  of  Richmond  Lee  mast  gnard  them  carefully.     I  woold 
therefore  collect  every  man  uot  necessary  to  retain  the  strongholds  iu 
North  Carolina  and  io  this  department  into  one  body  to  threaten  the 
railroads  north  of  Richmond. 

As  the  supplies  of  provisions  io  Matthews  County ,  Gloacester  County, 
and  above  are  still  plentifol,  and  as  the  rebels  are  taking  steps  to  trans- 
port them  to  their  army,  I  am  doing  all  in  my  power  to  thwart  their 
purpose.  Bight  hundred  of  my  men  came  in  last  night  after  destroying 
a  large  amount  of  grain  and  bringing  in  many  sheep  and  cattle  and  mules. 
I  left  Yorktown  too  early  this  morning  to  collect  the  figures.  I  have 
still  200  men  out  with  the  gunboats,  and  by  the  last  accounts  they  were 
hard  at  work  over  in  Matthews  County.  We  have  certainly  destroyed 
about  30,000  bushels  of  grain  within  a  week  past.  The  enemy  is  un- 
doubtedly busy  about  our  picket  lines,  but  I  infer  they  are  only  masking 
other  movements.  My  lines  are  so  strong  that  I  have  no  fear  of  smaU 
bodies,  and  can  do  more  damage  to  large  bodies  than  tiiey  can  do  to 
me.  I  shall  therefore  continue  to  hunt  for  his  supplies. 
I  am,  very  respeotfhUyy  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  D.  KBYB8, 
Jfil^-OMMToi,  Oammamdmg. 

Unitbd  Statbs  Flag-ship  Moribsota, 

Off  Newport  NewMj  Va.y  Apnl  0, 1883. 

Mai.  Oen.  Johh  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Oamdg*  Bevmiih  Armff  Carp$j  Fortress  Monroey  Va.: 

Gehbbal  :  The  bark  Bdisto,  fh>m  Boston  to  Baltimore,  claims  demur- 
rage for  detention  here  while  receiving  repairs  at  the  Gosport  Navy- 
Yard,  rendered  necessary  by  a  collision  which  took  place  on  the  21st  of 
Marcn  between  her  and  tibe  Wyandotte  in  Hampton  Beads.  It  has  been 
reported  to  me  that  this  vessel,  by  your  order  of  March  17  to  Captain 
Millward.  was  sent  to  Hampton  Boads  and  there  detained. 

I  would  be  obliged  if  you  would  inform  me,  if  practicable,  of  the  cir- 
cumstances which  justified  her  being  so  ordered  within  the  Unes  of  this 
blockade,  as  in  presenting  the  case  to  the  Department  it  would  be  neces- 
sary to  account  for  her  presence  here. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfhlly,  yours. 

B.  P.  IiBB, 
Aetg.  Bear'AdmiraL,  Ckmdg.  N.  AtUmtie  Eloekading  Bquaaron. 


FOBT  MoNBOB,  Ya^  AprU  9, 1863. 
Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oeneral-m'  Ohkf: 

No  communication  has  been  received  from  General  Foster,  who^with 
1,200  men,  is  shut  up  in  Washington,  N.  C.  Below  him  the  Tor  Biver 
is  oloeed,  I  learn,  by  fourteen  re^l  batteries,  against  the  possibility  of 
our  gunboats  reaching  him.  He  cannot  be  relieved  except  by  an  expe- 
diticm  by  land.  Palmer  asks  from  New  Berne  for  10,000  men.  Captain 
Murray,  of  the  Navy,  left  here  last  night  for  Washington.  He  has  the 
latest  information  from  Poster's  department.  I  will  examine  the  sub^ 
Ject  further,  and  if  I  find  it  expedient  will  send  such  re-enforcements  as 
oanbesparod. 

B.  D.  KBTBS, 
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WAB  DEPABTMBNTy 

Waahinfftonj  April  9, 1863—^  p.  m. 

M^jor-General  Kbtes,  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

If  yoa  can  possibly  aesiBt  General  Foster  do  so  in  preference  to  any- 
thing else.    Let  me  know  what  yon  have  determined  on. 

H.  W.  HALLEOE, 

Oeneral^Ohiirf. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Dbpabtmbnt  of  YiBomiA, 

Fori  Manrocj  Va.^  April  9, 1803. 
Major-Oeneral  H.  W.  Hau.eok, 

Commanding  U.  8,  Armf : 

Sib  :  In  conseqaenoe  of  the  appeals  of  General  Foster  for  relief  (his 
letter  of  the  5th  instant  to  yon  was  forwarded)  I  have  ready  to  move 
nigh  4,000  men — all  that  can  be  spared  pmdentfy  from  this  department 
at  the  present  moment  I  have  a  mmor  that  Washington,  N.  O.,  has 
been  bnmed  and  that  the  transports  carrying  troops  from  New  Berne, 
not  being  able  to  reach  Foster,  had  returned.  I  do  not  see  the  wisdom 
of  General  Foster's  proposal  to  make  a  demonstration  from  Plymouth 
toward  Washington  with  such  a  force  as  can  be  assembled  there. 
Troops  from  Suffolk  could  only  march  to  Gatesville,  and  I  don't  know 
of  any  transports  to  receive  them  there  for  Plymouth.  I  shall  there- 
fore limit  myself,  unless  otherwise  instructed,  to  sending  re-enforce- 
ments to  New  Berne  as  transports  can  be  had.  None  are  here  at  pres- 
ent, and  Colonel  Thomas  is  not  able  to  tell  me  when  to  anticipate  them. 
I  have  this  moment  received  a  telegram  from  General  Peck  to  state  his 
working  party  at  the  ferry  on  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Nansemond 
had  been  attacked.  His  people  have  had  a  successfril  skirmish  near 
Isle  ol  Wight,  capturing  4  men,  9  horses,  &c  The  enemy  on  the  Black- 
water  are  reported  ready  to  march ;  are  building  bridges,  &c. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  yonr  most  ob^ient  servant, 

E.  D.  EEY£S, 
M^j^'Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Eightbbnth  Abmt  Cobps, 

New  Bemey  ^.  C,  April  9, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  Lobenzo  Thomas, 

Ad^utanUOtneraX  U,  8.  Army^  Waihingtony  D.  C: 

Gbnbbal  :  The  last  steamer  from  here  carried  a  letter  fit>m  General 
Foster  to  General  Halleck  informing  him  of  the  situation  of  affairs  in 
this  department. 

By  referring  to  that  letter  you  will  see  that  the  enemy  had  erected 
batteries  on  the  river  below  the  town  of  Washington  and  thus  prevented 
re-enforcements  or  supplies  from  passing  up.  General  Foster's  first 
idea  was  to  attempt,  in  coinunction  with  the  naval  forces,  to  take  the 
batteries,  but  after  a  careful  consideration  of  the  matter  he  decided  to 
have  the  forces  which  had  already  gone  up  to  these  batteries  returned 
to  this  place,  and  with  all  the  rest  of  the  available  force  from  here  to 
march  across  the  country  to  his  relief.  The  expedition  was  by  General 
Fostei's  order  to  be  conducted  by  General  Prince,  but  just  at  the  point 
of  starting  (yesterday  morning)  General  Prince  was  taken  sick  and  the 
column  started  under  the  command  of  Brigadier-General  Spinola. 

I^his  expedition  consists  of  all  the  force  that  oan  possibly  be  spared 
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from  tbiB  place,  and  will  number  in  the  vicinity  of  8,(MX)  men.  The 
force  of  the  enemy  aroand  Washington  and  on  the  road  betweec.  here 
and  that  place  is  estimated  at  something  more  than  20,(MX),  under  the 
command  of  Generals  D.  H.  Hill,  Pettigrew,  and  Oamett^  There  are 
roads  leading  into  the  ronte  from  here  to  Washington,  down  which  the 
enemy  can  poor  any  nomber  of  troops,  and  several  points  on  the  route 
are  fortified.  A  great  portion  of  the  conntry  is  swamp  and  exceedingly 
difficult  to  get  over. 

In  a  dispatch  received  this  morning  from  General  Spinola  (who  has 
proved  himself,  I  think,  an  officer  of  energy,  discretion,  and  good  judg- 
ment) he  informed  me  that  from  all  the  information  he  can  get  he  con- 
cludes it  impossible  to  force  his  way  through  to  Washington  without 
first  taking  the  battery  at  Hill's  PoinL  and  he  proposes  to  try  that  to- 
day. A  success  will  place  him  in  a  better  position,  as  he  can  then 
communicate  with  the  gunboats  on  the  river.  Should  he  not  have 
sufficient  foroo,  however,  to  take  that  position  he  will  return  here  if  he 
can.  I  have  not  given  him  orders  to  diat eflfoctias I  haveonly  directed 
him  to  carry  out  the  instructions  of  (General  Foster  to  the  letter,  if 
possible.  New  Berne,  which  should  be  held  at  all  haiards,  is  threat- 
ened, and  I  have  scarcely  3,000  men  here. 

There  is  no  general  officer  with  me,  and  the  troops  are  mostly  new — 
nine-months'  men. 

Of  General  Foster's  policy  in  abandoning  everything  to  the  saving  of. 
Washington  I  have  nothing  to  say,  except  that  it  meets  witii  no  favor 
from  the  military  and  naval  officers  who  consider  themselves  privileged 
to  speak  of  the  matter.    I  obey  General  Foster's  orders  implicitly,  trust- 
ing to  holding  this  place. 

Should  the  forces  now  m  route  get  to  Washington  they  will  be  there 
wiUiont  supplies.  It  will  take  a  large  army  to  keep  the  road  between 
that  place  and  this.  The  river  is  lined  witii  batteries,  and  the  senior 
naval  officer  at  the  lower  batteries,  who  has  some  of  the  finest  gunboats 
in  these  waters  under  his  control,  informed  me  that  he  can  make  no  im- 
pression on  tliem. 

I  informed  General  Dix  of  the  condition  of  aifairs  here  by  a  special 
messenger,  requesting  a  re-enforcement.  I  have  only  heard  by  the  re- 
turn of  the  officer  sent  that  we  could  expect  no  re-enforcements  here 
from  the  Army  of  Virginia,  as  they  are  now  fully  occupied  tibere. 

Admiral  Lc^  has  sent  a  small  re-enforcement  of  gunboats,  which  in 
the  absence  of  the  troops  make  this  place,  of  course,  more  secure. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
Brigadier-Omeral  U.  8.  VolmtUeers. 


Hhadquabtbbs  Seventh  Abmy  Corps, 

Sujlfblky  April  9, 1863. 
Hajor-General  Foster, 

Department  of  North  Carolina: 

General  :  Although  yon  have  received  more  than  10,000  of  my  old 
and  best  troops  within  a  few  months  without  returning  them,  I  am  again 
contributing  for  your  benefit.  General  Terry  will  join  you  with  a  con- 
siderable force,  of  which  3,000  from  this  point  are  the  flower  of  my  com- 
mand. 

General  Longstreet  has  been  in  my  fix>nt  with  not  less  than  28,000,  for 
some  weeks,  that  he  could  concentrr^te  in  a  few  hours  of  this  place.   For 
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many  dayg  eveiTtliing  has  indieated  the  oflSensiye  on  hto  part,  and  1 
have  oonlldently  ezpeeted  an  attack.  Tip  to  this  time  my  own  opinion 
and  that  of  my  commanden  has  been  that  no  troopa  ought  to  leave  this 
pointy  and  yon  are  indebted  to  me  for  them. 

On  the  reading  of  Palmer's  letter,  in  the  hands  of  M%jor-Gteneral  Keyes, 
on  the  6th,  I  said  send  a  strong  brigade  from  this  point  at  once  and  as 
many  more  as  there  was  a  probiability  of  being  replaced  at  short  notice. 
The  troops  have  been  ready,  waiting  tranq>ortation  and  the  orders  of 
the  department  commander. 

If  Longstreet  does  not  advance  by  the  12th  I  shall  conclude  that  the 
ejdgencies  at  Charleston  and  other  points  have  called  for  his  reserves. 

w  iBhinff  you  all  success  in  yoor  contests  with  the  rebels,  I  am,  in 
haste,  tnuyi  yours, 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

HDqRa  Dbpt.  of  Viboinia,  Bbtxnth  Abxy  Oobps, 

Fort  Mmroej  Va.j  April  10, 1863. 
Oapt.  0.  B.  WiLBBB, 

Aut.  Quartemuuter  and  Chiperintmideni  of  Oontrabandi : 

Sib  :  In  answer  to  your  letter  of  March  31,  which  I  answered  orally 
at  the  time,  and  have  since  partially  answered  in  writing,  I  would  say: 

1st.  No  rent  need  be  exacted  from  tenants  of  forms  under  your  care 
until  the  harvest  is  made. 

2d.  No  oath  is  to  be  required  of  female  tenants  on  such  farms. 

3d.  Men  holding  as  tenants  under  absentee  disloyalists  who  wiU  not 
take  the  oath  of  allegiance  are  not  entitled  to  possession. 

4th.  No  loyal  tenant  agreeing  to  pay  a  reasonable  rent  is  to  be  dis- 
turbed. 

5th.  Very  moderate  rents  only  are  in  any  case  to  be  required,  and 
where  yon  and  the  tenant  differ  as  to  the  amount  please  come  with 
the  tenant  to  me  to  fix  the  rate. 

In  conclnHion  I  would  say,  generally,  that  it  is  very  desirable  that  no 
Union  man  be  subjected  to  inconvenience,  and  that  a  epirit  of  both  fair- 
ness and  kindness  should  be  perfectly  manifest  in  all  the  arrangements 
concerning  the  farms  which  are  used  in  whole  or  in  part  by  me  Otov- 
eniment. 

yours,. 

JOHN  A.  BOLLBS, 
Miitfor  and  Aide-de-Oampj  Ptovo&Mndge. 


i':  .)*::  i-n 


FOBT  Mobbob,  Va^  April  10^  1863. 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Halubqe, 

QeneraUn-Ohiltf : 

Tour  telegram  urging  re-enforcements  for  Foster  was  received  here 
last  night  at  9  o'clock  and  by  me  at  Yorktown  at  11.  I  gave  immedi- 
ate orders,  and  troops  are  now  moving  from  Saffolk.  I  can  only  send 
1,800  or  2,000  at  once,  and  that  number  every  Ave  days,  by  canal.  I 
have  no  means  of  transportation  by  sea,  and  the  lack  of  such  trans- 
portation prevented  my  sending  aid  to  Foster  on  the  8tb  instant,  when 
I  first  learned  his  situation,  though  the  enemy  was  then  attacking  my 
line.    Peek  says  he  is  now  threatened  by  a  large  force  of  rebels. 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 

M^foT'OonornL 
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April  10, 1863^1  p.  m. 

M%|.  QceSi,  H.  W.  HALLBCKt 

A  great  variety  of  informatioii  from  prifloners,  deserters,  and  from 
intercepted  letters  confirms  the  &ct  that  the  rebels  are  in  gi^at  foice 
on  the  Blackwater.  They  have  built  several  bridges,  issued  four  days' 
cooked  rations,  &c  An  officer  from  Oity  Point  brought  news  that  a 
great  quantity  of  material  had  been  sent  down  to  the  Blackwater.  The 
testimony  is  too  strong  to  be  disregarded.  I  countermanded  the  orders 
for  re-enforcements  for  Foster  before  any  got  off.  I  shall  go  to  Suffolk 
in  the  morning. 

B.  D.  KBTES, 


l^Wl  MoNBOB,  Ya.,  April  10,  ISeS. 
M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halubok, 

OmBral-ii^GMrf : 

No  news  from  Charleston  since  telegram  of  this  morning  referring  to 
disaster  to  iron-clad  Keokuk.  No  requisition  for  transports  was  made. 
Shortly  after  I  concluded  to  re-enforce  Foster  a  steamer  came  in;  others 
were  expected,  and  by  diverting  from  fair-weather  steamers  I  could 
send  as  many  troops  as  I  could  spare.  I  telegraphed  you  that  the  in- 
formation obtained  to-day  induced  me  to  withhold  all  re-enforcements 
from  Foster.  Upon  Peck's  urgent  call  I  have  sent  the  Hawkins'  Zouaves 
to  Suffolk  to-day. 

E.  D.  EETBB, 


Hhadquabtxbb  Dbpabtment  of  YmaimA, 

Fart  Monroe^  Va.^  April  10, 1863. 
M%j.  Qea.  J.  O.  Foster,  or 
Brig.  Gen.  I.  N.  Palmbb  : 

Sm :  In  consequence  of  your  application  for  re-enforcements  I  have 
detached  Brigadier-General  Terry  witJi  a  brigade  of  about  3,000  men — 
all  that  can  possibly  be  spared  fix>m  this  department — with  orders  to 
proceed  by  sea  to  New  Berne.  A  deficiency  of  vessels  is  causing  delay 
in  the  departure  of  the  troops.  I  would  have  sent  them  yesterday  if 
possible,  and  the  first  installments  are  now  embarking  on  steamers  fit 
only  for  calm  waters.  I  send  these  troops,  which  are  so  much  needed 
in  this  department,  for  the  purpose  of  relieving  General  Foster  at  Wash- 
ington, N.  G.  If  General  Foster  shall  have  been  relieved  or  released, 
or  if  Washington  shall  have  fallen  on  the  arrival  of  General  Terry  at 
New  Berne,  I  have  directed  him  to  return  with  his  brigade  forthwith 
to  this  place.  In  any  event  I  shall  anticipate  their  return  in  a  very 
short  time,  as  the  enemy  now  threaten  us  on  the  Blackwater  and  else- 
where in  great  force. 

One  of  the  steamers  sent  is  the  Thomas  A.  Morgan,  the  mail-boat 
and  transport  between  Fort  Monroe  and  Torktown.  I  desire  that  the 
Morgan  may  be  returned  here  in  the  least  possible  time. 

I  have  tha.Nonor  to  be,  very  respectfrOly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 
Mtffor'tht^erdlj  CamwMndimg. 
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HBADQUABTEBS  DSPABTMBNT  of  yiB0INIA, 

Fori  Mamroej  Apra  10, 1863. 
Major-General  Peck,  Suffolk : 

(General  Halleck  directs  me  to  assist  Foster  if  possible;  so  we  wiU 
send  Terry's  brigade  of  3,000,  and  I  will,  when  the  enemy  advances  on 
you,  send  Hawkins'  Zouaves  and  other  aid  nearly  equivalent.  I  shaD 
order  Teny  to  bring  baok  his  brigade  the  moment  Foster  is  released  or 
disposed  of. 

B.  D.  KBYB8) 

HXABQUABTBSfl  0EPABTME1IT  OF  YlB0imA, 

Fart  Mamroej  April  10, 1863. 
M%{or-Gtoeral  Pbok: 

Vessels  having  arrived,  Terry's  brigade  will  go  b^  sea.  I  have  directed 
the  quartermaster  to  keep  you  adviMd  of  the  arrival  of  the  transports. 
I  suppose  his  brigade  does  not  exceed  3,000  men.    No  greater  num- 
ber can  possibly  be  spared. 
I  will  direct  ttie  quartermaster  to  send  coal  foryour  gunboats. 

B.  D,  KBYES, 

JUffar-OmieraL 

FOBT  MoKBOByYJL,  April  10, 1868. 
Mf(}or-General  Pbok,  Suffolk : 

We  have  been  inlbrmed  that  the  enemy  have  sent  brid|De  material  for 
five  bridges  from  Petersburg,  to  be  used  in  crossing  the  Slackwater  in 
five  plaodL  Hiis  information  is  quite  reliable.  Qeoeral  Keyes  is  now 
at  Old  Point 

D.  T.  YAUr  BURBK, 
AuUtmU  A^fntamt-Gmmrdl. 

HXAI>QUABTBB8  StEAHBB  BBOOBT,  AprU  10,  1863. 

Lieut  OoL  W.  H.  Lublow: 

OoLOMBL :  By  direction  of  General  Palmer  I  beg  leave  to  say.  in  an- 
swer to  your  dispatch  of  the  9th,  that  an  expedition  sent  to  ruse  the 
siMe  of  Washington,  and  consisting  of  about  8,000  men,  were  repulsed 
at  Blount's  Greek,  near  the  battery  on  Hill's  Point 

The  enemy  are  in  force,  about  22,000,  and  strongly  posted.  An  ef- 
fort will  be  made  (troops  on  this  boat)  to  run  a  re^ment  past  the  bat- 
teries to  General  Foster,  so  that  he  can  make  a  move  protracted  defense 
of  that  place. 

The  only  available  transportation  that  can  be  sent  to  GatesviUe  is 
sufficient  for  3,000  men ;  that  amount  of  transportation  will  be  at  Gkites- 
ville  the  morning  of  the  Idth^  and  ¥Fill  remain  there  forty-eight  Lours, 
hoping  for  troops. 

Very  respeotfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

SOCTTHABD  HOFFMAN, 
LimOmumt'Oolonel  and  AstiBtamt  AdfuUmt-General 

UToTB* — ^WiU  Oolonel  Ludlow  please  forward  this  to  the  commanding 
general  at  Fort  Monroe  f 
Yeiy  respectfully, 

I.  N.  PALMBB, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Oomma/nding  DepwrtmmU  North  OairoUna, 

38  B  B— YOL  xvm 
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Wabhinoton,  April  10, 1868-  -6  p.  m. 
Biigadier-Genetal  Paijibb. 

Oammamding  ForoeSy  New  Beme : 

Obnbbal:  Tonv  dispatches  arrived  this  morning  at  2  a.  m.  by  the 
hands  of  lieutenant-Colonel  McOhesney,  who  will  retom  to-night. 

I  am  directed  by  the  m%jor-general  commanding  to  say  that  he  ooold 
have  wished  tiiat  yon  had  yourself  come  in  command  of  the  forces  whiidi 
moved  yesterday  fh>m  New  Beme  under  (General  Spinola,  notwith- 
standing the  confidence  you  express  in  his  activity  and  intelligence. 

K  Q^eral  Wessells  has  arrived  General  Foster  wishes  yon  to  take 
command  in  person  of  the  advancing  forces.  Should  (General  Naglee 
arrive  he  will  be  sent  forward  at  once  to  take  command. 

In  case  you  are  not  suffidently  strong  at  New  Beme  you  will  send 
fyr  the  r^B^iment  at  Pljrmouth,  leaving  at  that  post  three  companiefl 
with  three  pieces  of  artillery  as  garrison  for  the  fort  if  it  be  suiBciently 
completed. 

The  ffeneral  wishes  that  a  light-draught  steamer,  with  her  sides  pro- 
tected by  hay-bales,  should  be  sent  here  at  once  loaded  with  ammuni- 
tion and  provisions.  Send  also  several  schooners  of  light  draught,  pro- 
tected and  loaded  in  the  same  way. 

The  enemy  have  opened  fire  to-day  from  five  batteries  on  the  oraet 
of  the  rishig  ground  in  rear  of  town.  Their  fire  for  a  short  time  was 
vej^  sharp,  but  no  damage  has  yet  been  done. 

GQie  general  expects,  even  if  the  expedition  which  has  started  be 
snocesntal,  that  you  will  continue  to  make  persistent  efljbrts  to  send  a 
ftfoe  across  to  our  relief. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

BDWABD  B.  POTTBB, 

Ohtrfo/maJir. 

If  aoytiiing  goes  to  Washington  before  we  return,  a  few  thousand 
rations,  some  hay,  and  some  3§-pound  and  6-pound  (Wiard)  ammuni- 
tion had  better  be  sent  if  our  supply  is  large  at  Kew  Beme.  McOh^«- 
ney  says  General  Fbster  is  in  high  spirits,  &c 

L  H.  P. 


HBAOQUABTBBS  EI0HTBBNTH  ABXT  OOBPS. 

NewJBemej  AprU  10, 1868. 

OoL  J.  PlODBTT, 

Oommamdimg  Po$tj  Pljfm&uik^  N.  0. : 

OoLONBL :  I  am  instrooted  by  G^eneral  Palmer  to  inform  you  of  the 
situation  of  aflSurs  at  present  in  this  vidnily  and  at  Washington. 

Washington  is  completely  or  nearly  invested  by  the  enemy,  so  that 
it  is  imiK>asible  for  the  gunboats  to  proceed  to  Ckmeral  Foster's  assist- 
ance. The  attempt  to  re-enforce  General  Foster  by  sending  troops  to 
him  by  water  had  in  consequence  to  be  abandoned.  The  expedition 
sent  ts>m  here  across  the  country  by  way  of  Swift  Greek  has  been 
obliged  to  return  to  this  place  on  account  of  the  greatly  superior 
strength  of  the  enemy. 

The  eifective  force  at  this  place  consists  of  about  9,000  men,  and  about 
12,000  at  Washington.    The  enemy's  force  is  supposed  to  be  about 
20,000  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  Washington. 
I  am,  very  traly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  L.  WHBATON, 

•de-Oamp. 
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Ukited  Btatbb  Flag-ship  IfornxsoTA, 

Newport  News,  April  10, 186& 
M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok, 

Camrnamdrng  at  SmfoiUc^  Fa. : 

Bm:  Herewith  I  respectfully  retam  to  yoa  a  permit  given  firom  yoar 
headquarters,  December  29,  to  Edward  Bust,  to  carry  oysters  in  his 
sloop  Jacob  Marten  to  Bnffolk,  subject  to  the  regulations  of  the  naval 
aathorities. 

Edward  Bast,  with  his  sailing  sloop  and  a  large  boat,  was  fonnd  in  the 
Lower  Nansemond  day  before  yesterday  morning  by  the  picket  boat 
Alert  and  brought  on  board  this  ship.  As  that  region  is  infested  by 
smugglers  and  rebel  mail  carriers  I  have  found  it  necessary  not  only  to 
prohibit  the  gathering  of  oysters  in  the  Nansemond  but  to  allow  no 
boats  there  day  or  night  where  such  illicit  operations  can  be  carried 
on,  and  to  instruct  the  guard  vessels  to  recognize  no  oyster  permits  after 
May  1  and  until  then  only  in  open  boats. 

Edward  Bust  was  sent  back  to  the  guard  vessel  to  be  released  with 
his  boats,  with  a  warning  in  accordance  witii  the  above. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfoUy,  yours. 

B.  P.  IjEE, 
Aatg*Edmr'AdmirQl^  Camdg.  IT.  AUamUe  Blockading  /Sgrnadnm. 


Wab  Dbpabtmxnt, 
WaMmgttmy  AprU  11, 1863—11.24  a.  m. 

Mi^-General  Kx yes,  JbH  Monroe^  Va. : 

Your  position  should  not  be  so  weakened  as  to  endanger  its  security. 
If  you  find  the  enemy  in  your  fh>nt  too  strong  to  permit  you  to  re-enforoe 
Oeneral  Foster  you  are  right  in  not  doing  so ;  but  you  should  not  act 
upon  mere  rumors,  which  are  always  gotten  up  to  influence  the  move 
ments  of  troops  on  such  occasions.  Means  should  be  taken  to  ascertain 
beyond  doubt  the  strength  of  the  enemy  before  you.  You  remember 
Napoleon's  maxim,  that  no  general  should  be  ignorant  of  the  strength 
and  position  of  his  enemy. 

H.  W.  HALLEOE, 

Oeaeral'ia'Oklrf. 

FoBT  Mohbox,  Ya., 
AprU  11, 1863—12  noon. 
M14.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbox, 

Oeneral^n-Okitf: 

Your  telegram  just  received.  My  front  is  so  extensive,  the  enemy  are 
so  busy,  and  the  calls  for  assistance  so  general  that  1  have  not  had 
time  to  examine  Peck's  position  carefiilly.  I  have  to  rely  on  his  and 
Yiele's  opinions  to  some  extent  more  than  my  own.  There  is  no  doubt 
the  enemy  are  pushing  us  all  along  from  North  Carolina  to  York  River. 
As  soon  as  I  can  look  around  I  shall  feel  certain,  and  I  will  give  no 
timid  counsels.  Our  troops  below  Williamsburg  were  attacked  by  a 
large  fbrce  this  morning — 4,000,  5,000,  or  6,000.  They  have  got  below 
Fort  Magruder  and  cut  off  communication  with  Colonel  West,  who  has 
tJie  One  hundred  and  thirty-ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  Fifth  Penn- 
sylvania Cavalry,  and  one  battery  of  field  artillery.  This  moment  they 
telegraph  that  Fort  Magruder  is  safe  and  the  enemy  are  retreating. 
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Two  little  forts  on  the  right  and  left  of  it  are  ooonpied,  and  I  hAYB 
ordered  them  to  hold  the  nne  against  10,000  rebds.  Admiral  Lee  has 
ordered  the  Commodore  Morris  away  from  Torktown.  Her  armament  is 
only  fit  for  service  there,  and  I  have  urged  the  admiral  to  send  her  back 
tcom  here  at  once  to  Yorktown. 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 


FOBT  MONBOB.  YA^ 

4pra  11,  ld83--6  p.  m. 
M%j.  Oen.  H.  W.  ELallbok, 

€^mieral'in'  OMef: 

General  Peck,  at  Suffolk,  telegraphs  Jnst  now  enemy  in  large  force 
are  attempting  to  flank  ns  on  both  sides;  deserters  say  50,000.  Gen- 
eral Keyes  has  jnst  started  for  Suffolk.  Williamsburg  appears  to  be 
quiet.  Our  forces  retain  possession  of  Fort  Magruder  and  have  ad- 
vanced pickets  to  outskirts  of  Williamsburg.  The  telegraph  operator 
reports  enemy  are  hanging  around  Williamsburg. 

D.  T.  VAlff  BTJRBN, 


Hbabquabtbbs  Foubth  Oobps, 
Fart  Monroej  AprU  11, 1803—11.90  a.  m. 
Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

On  board  MUinetata: 

Our  troops  near  Williamsburg  have  been  driven  by  a  large  force  of 
rebels  down  toward  the  mouth  of  Queen's  Greek,  and  Colonel  West 
calls  for  the  aid  of  gunboats.  The  Crusader's  armament  will  not  an- 
swer, and  I  earnestly  request  that  you  will  send  the  Commodore  Morris 
back  at  once.  If  tlie  gunboats  are  taken  away  even  Torktown  may  be 
lost.    The  enemy  are  now  within  5  miles  of  Torktown. 

B.  D.  KETB8, 

Mqfar'OeieraL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Dbpabtkbut  of  Yiboinia, 

JbH  Jfoarotf,  Va.^  April  11, 1883. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Oammanding  North  AUantio  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admibal:  The  enemy  attacked  Williamsburg  early  this  morning, 
and  by  the  last  accounts  were  moving  with  a  heavy  ibrce  upon  Fort 
Magruder,  which  is  a  mile  and  more  below  the  city.  They  have  s\^  a 
force  this  side  of  Fort  Magruder  and  have  burned  the  camp  of  the  Fifth 
Pennsylvania  Cavalry, 

It  is  possible  the  enemy  have  crossed  trooi>s  from  the  south  side  of  the 
James  Biver;  if  so,  and  to  ascertain  the  fact,  I  would  be  glad  if  you 
could  send  a  gunboat  up  as  far  as  Jamestown  Island.  Such  a  move- 
ment would  also  tend  to  diminish  the  pressure  on  our  lines  below  Will- 
iamsburg. 

The  wires  between  Torktown  and  Williamsburg  have  been  cut.  The 
enemy  are  represented  as  being  in  large  force.    The  gunboats  should 
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theroforo  move  up  and  down  between  Yorktown  and  Qneeu's  Creek, 
and  I  trost  yon  will  be  able  to  spare  three  c^mboats  to  keep  in  liight  of 
Torktown. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respeotfhlly,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  KBTES, 
Mtffor-Oeiieral^  Oammanding, 


FoBT  MoiTBOB,  Ya*,  April  11, 1803. 
Admiral  B.  P.  LSB,  Newport  NmcM: 
The  foUowing  just  received  firom  G^eral  Peck,  at  Suffolk,  5.35  p.  m. : 

Enemy  is  flanking  ns  in  luge  fnroe  on  both  Mm, 

General  Keyes  directs  me  to  ask  yon,  Can  yon  send  gnnboats  to  mouth 
or  np  the  Nansemond  f 

D.  T.  VAlff  BX7BEN, 
AMiiitafU  Aiffukmi-OmteraL 


United  States  Flachship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  New$^  Fa.,  AprU  11, 1863. 

Miy.  Gen.  E.  D.  Keyes,  U.  S.  A., 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virginuij  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. : 

Geneeai.  :  Yours  of  this  date  is  received.  With  the  force  at  my  dis- 
posal I  can  only  give  partial  support  in  James  Biver  to  your  outpost  at 
Williamsburg  by  occupying  that  position  instead  of  this,  but  this  diip 
cannot  go  there. 

As  the  two  flag-of-truce  boats  arrived  to-day  from  Oity  Point  do  not 
report  any  rebel  vessels  in  James  River  it  is  not  probable  that  the  enemy 
have  crossed  from  the  right  to  the  left  bank  of  the  river  at  Jamestown 
Island. 

I  cannot  assign  the  additional  ^^unboat  force  you  request  for  York- 
town,  not  having  the  means  of  domg  so  in  consequence  of  the  numbw 
of  vessels  required  to  assist  the  army  in  its  occupation  of  several  i>osi- 
tions  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Oarolina. 

If  the  enemy  have  the  means  of  Grossing  the  Nansemond  and  wish  to 
do  so  in  force,  under  cover  of  their  artilleiy ,  the  two  small  navy  and  the 
small  army  vessels  called  gunboats  (which  are  frail  little  river  or  harbor 
steamers,  mounting  in  all  but  a  few  pieces  of  fixed  artillery)  should  not 
be  considered  enough  to  prevent  it.  The  Nansemond  is  a  mere  creek 
above  the  Western  Branch,  and  musketry  alone  can  command  the  decks 
and  drive  from  their  guns  the  crews  of  these  little  crafts,  which  are 
liable  to  be  disabled  in  their  exposed  boilers,  &c,  by  a  few  discharges 
from  small  and  scattered  field  pieces. 

Last  faJl  1  called  the  attention  of  General  Dix  to  the  policy  of  leveling 
the  earthworks  in  this  vicinity.  Befeiring  to  my  conversation  with 
you  on  this  subject  at  Yorktown  last  fall  and  on  board  this  ship  the 
other  day,  I  respectfully  renew  my  suggestion  that  the  contrabands 
and  other  force,  if  necessary,  should  be  employed  to  raze  these  works 
without  delay. 

Permit  me  to  draw  yonr  attention  to  the  inclosed  extract*  from  a  re- 
port I  made  to  the  honorable  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  on  the  24th  of 
October  last,  immediately  after  my  visit  to  Yorktown,  referring  to  the 

*19eep.448. 
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destraction  of  aU  military  works  in  the  vidnity  of  Norfolk  and  Yoik- 
town  which  might  encourage  fiirther  efforts  on  the  part  of  the  enemy 
to  reoccupy. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yonra, 

S»  P.  Ii£iK| 
Actg.  Bsar-Admirdlj  Oofmdg.  N.  AUtmUe  ElodDodiimg  Bquadtmu 


Hbadquabtkbs  Dbpabtmbnt  of  Viboihia, 

Fart  Monroey  April  11, 1863—^  p.  m. 
lf%|or-General  Pbok, 

OommtrndMigy  SufoUc: 

I  have  this  moment  received  your  telegram  annonnoing  that  the  enemy 
is  moving  npon  yon  in  large  force. 

I  suppose  the  Hawkins?  Zonaves  are  now  with  yon.    I  shall  start  fat 

Norfolk  in  a  few  minntes.  

B.  D.  KBTB8, 


HSABQUABTBBS  DXPABTMERT  OF  YlBOINIA, 

Fort  Monroe^  AprU  11,  IMS. 
M%jor-Oeneral  Peck, 

Ocmmandifi^j  Buffolk : 

Wise  and  his  whole  command  are  at  Williamsburg.  The  enemy 
got  past  Fort  Magmder,  destroyed  the  camp  of  the  Fifth  Pennsylvania 
Gavalry,  and  came  down  with  a  portion  of  their  force  to  within  5  miles 
of  Torktown.  I  have  ordered  Colonel  West  to  hold  the  line  of  Fort 
Magmder  at  all  hazards.  I  may  be  obliged  to  send  him  re-enforce- 
ments and  may  have  to  recall  HawMns'  Zouaves.  I  must  look  at  your 
position  to  judge  by  comparison.  How  much  time  will  I  require  to  see 
your  lines  f 

B.  D.  KBYB8, 


Gbnisbal  Obdbbs,  I        Hdqbs.  Eiohteenth  Abmt  Gobps, 

No.  54.  )  New  Semej  April  11, 1863. 

It  is  hereby  ordered  that  the  divisions  and  brigades  of  the  Eighteenth 
Army  Corps  now  in  this  department  resume  their  original  organization 
and  designation,  agreeably  to  the  provisious  of  General  Orders,  No.  11. 
Headquarters  Eighteenth  Army  Corps,  and  all  reports  will  be  renderea 
accordingly. 

The  senior  officers  present  will  command  in  order  of  their  seniority, 
and  absent  regiments  will  be  accounted  for  as  on  detached  service. 
The  organization  will  be  as  follows : 

The  First,  or  G^nei^l  Palmer's,  Division  will  consist  of  the  brigade  of 
Colonel  Amory:  Seventeenth  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Forty-third 
Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia,  Forty-fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia:  and  the  brigade  of 
Col.  H.  C.  Lee:  Twenty -seventh  Massachusetts  Volunteers,  Twenty- 
fifth  Massachusetts  Volanteers,  Fifth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia, 
Forty -sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer  Militia. 

The  Fourth,  or  General  Wessells',  Division  will  consist  of  the  brigade 


Our.  XZS.]  OOBBBSPOHDBNCB,  ETC. — ^UHIOV,  699 

of  General  Hunt:  Bigh^-flfth  New  York  State  Yolmitcen.  Hinet^y- 
aeoond  New  York  State  volimteen,  Ninety-aizth  New  York  State  Vol- 
anteen,  One  handled  and  first  Pennsylvania  Yolnnteers,  One  hundred 
and  third  Penni^lvania  Yolnnteen;  and  the  brigade  of  (General  Ste- 
venaon:  Fiffch  Bhode  Ldand  Yolnnteera,  Forty-foorth  MaeeaehnaettB 
Yolnnteer  Militia. 

The  Fifth,  or  Oeneral  Prince^  Division  will  oonsist  of  the  brigade  oi 
General  Spinola :  One  hundred  and  thirty-seeond  New  York  State  Yol- 
unteerSy  One  hundred  and  fl%eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia,  One  hun- 
dred and  seventy-first  Pennsylvania  Militiay  One  hundred  and  seventy- 
fifth  Pennsylvania  Militia :  and  the  brisade  of  Oolonel  Jourdan :  Third 
Massachusetts  Yolnnteer  Militia,  £igh&  Massachusetts  Yolunteer  Ifi- 
litia.  One  hundred  and  fifty-eighth  New  York  State  YolhnteerSy  One  hun- 
dred and  sixty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Militia. 

By  oonunand  of  Brigadier-General  WesseDs  commanding : 


FOBT  MOHBOB.  YA^ 

Jpf«  12, 1M8--12 
M^ijor-General  I>iz, 

No.  3  Weit  TwrnUffJImt ttreetj  New  Tarhj  N.  T.: 

General  Peek  telegraphs  Just  now,  ^  We  are  Cbmsc  to  ficMw.  Tbe  attack 
is  on  the  Somerton  and  Edenton  firont,  and  before  this  reaches  you  the 
fight  will  have  commenced."  I  will  have  the  Burden  fior  you  at  Balti- 
more if  you  say  so.    I  think  you  had  better  come  down. 

D.  T.  YAN  BUHEN, 
AM$i$Umi  A^ukmt  OmmraL 


FOBT  MOHBOB,  YA^ 

Apra  12,  i8ea--4ao  p.  m. 

MsJ.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbck, 

The  fioUowing  dispatches  received  to-day  ftmn  General  Peck  at  Baf- 
fldky  at  12.80  p.m.: 

Iks  two  aimiM  aie  «t  tUs  moaiMit  IImo  to  IImo.    Tho  altedk  to  on  tiio  SoaMtlM 
sad  Bdonlon  load. 

4  p.  M. 

Iks  enemy,  altar  adranehig  within  »  short  dtoiMtoo  of  mj  ftoni,  hM  iiftllan  hook  9 
or  8  milM^  aAd  to  loported  moVliig  ttcm  the  Somerton  rood  toward  the  Edenton  load. 

D.  T.  YAN  BUBEN, 
A$9kiamt  A^^utanU-OmmroL 


NOBFOLK,  YA«y  Aprii  12,  [1863.]— 7.80  p.  m. 

(Beoeived  9.16  p.  m.) 
ibi.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbck, 

General^n'Okief: 

The  enemy  approached  oar  lines  at  Sa£blk  to-day  and  exchanged 
some  cannon-shots  and  retired.  The  force  of  the  enemy  is  great  and  I 
think  they  will  make  a  serious  attack.  (General  Peck  has  jost  tele- 
graphed that  he  has  reason  to  believe  Longstreet  ib  receiving  re-enforce- 
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mentB  and  heavy  artiUeiy.  Wise  with  his  whole  foroe  is  oertainly  in 
front  of  Williamsbarg  and  Fitzhogh  Lee  is  said  to  be  approaching 
Gloucester  Point,  and  some  persons  anticipate  rebel  gonboats  down 
James  Biver.  Information  from  all  quarters  concurs  to  establish  a 
simultaneous  movement  against  all  portions  of  our  lines.  I  have  made 
the  best  disposition  in  my  power  of  our  troops  and  supplies,  but  I  would 
be  glad  to  receive  heavy  re-enforoements  if  they  could  be  spared.  We 
have  seven  small  gunboats  on  the  Nansemcmdy  which  I  think  renders 
Peck's  right  flank  secure. 

B.  D.  KEYES, 

M^far-OemeraL 

Hbadquabtxrs  Dbpartuent  of  YiRonaA, 

Nar/oUcy  Fa.,  April  12, 1863. 

The  proximity  of  the  Confederate  forces  renders  it  proper,  by  virtue 
of  the  militaiy  and  naval  authority  of  the  United  States,  to  give  the 
following  notice: 

All  foreign  consuls  and  their  fiEunilies,  all  women  and  children,  and 
all  other  persons  not  in  the  service  of  the  United  States  who  prefer 
safety  to  the  conflicts  of  war,  are  notified  that  on  the  approach  of  the 
enemy  to  any  town  or  village  within  this  department  and  the  range  of 
the  Union  guns,  such  town  or  village  will  be  fired  on  without  fhither 
consideration. 

£.  D.  KETES, 
Maifar-tht^eralj  Oomnumding  DepartmetU  of  Virginia. 


April  12, 1863. 
Majix-Qeaenl  Kbybs: 

I  believe  Longstreet  is  receiving  re-enforoements  and  heavy  artillery 
by  rail  from  Petersburg  and  Weldon. 

PECK, 
€^eneraL 


Sttffolk,  April  12, 1863. 
M%jor-6eneral  Kbybs: 

A  foroe  is  on  the  road  leading  to  the  Nansemond.  How  tar  they  wiU 
come  down  remains  to  be  seen;  will  keep  you  advised.  The  rails  were 
removed  by  some  of  the  Ninth  Corps  men  through  a  misunderstanding 
of  orders  given  by  the  commander  of  that  front.  I  slept  none  in  con- 
sequence of  these  affeirs  and  of  the  responsibility. 

PEOE, 
Mn^ar-ChMToL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  12, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  Josbph  Hookbb, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

Longstreet  is  now  before  me  with  a  very  heavy  force.  The  attack  is 
on  my  front,  which  cuts  off  much  of  the  aid  of  the  gunboats  on  the 
flanks.    Prisoners  say  30,000  and  more. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mf^OT-  (feHeral» 
(Oopy  to  General  Halleck.) 
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NooFOLK,  Ya.,  April  12, 1S63. 
Brigadier-C^neral  Kmo: 

I  see  no  objection  to  the  withdrawal  of  Ck)lonel  Weet^s  pickets  from 
the  town  of  WilliaiDBbnrg.  Colonel  West  will,  I  trast,  caase  Wise  to 
repent  his  rashness  if  he  assails  those  forts. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

M€^'OeneraL 


FOBT  MONBOE,  Ya.,  April  12, 1863. 
M%f.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix, 

Huiaw  Himaej  Bammarey  Md, : 

The  Henry  Bnrden  left  here  at  11  o'clock  this  evening  for  Baltimore. 
The  captain  was  ordered  to  report  to  you  at  the  Eataw  House. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
XfMift  OoL  and  A$st,  Insp.  Gm. 


FOBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  Apnril  12, 1803. 

(Beoeived  10.45  p.  m.) 
Mai.  QesL  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Omeral-in'OMqf  : 

A  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  M%jor-G^ei*al  Palmer  stating 
that  an  expedition  of  8.000  men  sent  to  raise  the  siege  of  Washington 
was  repulsed  at  Blount's  Creek  near  the  batteries  on  Hill's  Point.  The 
enemy  was  in  force,  about  22,000,  strongly  posted.  An  effort  will  be 
made  to  run  a  regiment  past  the  batteries  to  GenenJ  Foster,  so  that  he 
can  make  a  more  protracted  defense  of  that  place.  Transportation  was 
to  be  sent  to  Gatesville  hoping  to  receive  re-enforcements  of  3,000  men 
from  this  department.  A  dispatch  has  been  sent  to  General  Palmer 
informing  him  that  no  re-enforcements  can  be  sent  to  him  from  this  de 
partment.    General  Keyes  is  in  Norfolk. 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
JAeuimHmt-OoUmei  and  Aasistant  Inspector- General 


NOBFOLK,  April  12,  1863—5.30  p.  m. 

Lieat.  GoL  Southabd  Hoffman, 

Amstant  Adjutant-Qeneral : 

OoLONEL :  I  am  directed  by  the  major-general  commanding  to  ac- 
knowledge the  receipt  of  your  communication  of  the  10th  instant,  this 
moment  placed  in  my  hands,  and  to  inform  yon  that  no  re-enforcements 
can  be  sent  to  Migor- General  Foster  from  this  department. 

The  enemy  are  now  in  large  force  this  side  of  the  Blackwater,  under 
General  Longstreet ;  are  making  an  attack  upon  Suffolk.  They  occupy 
the  country  between  Suffolk  and  Gatesville. 

An  attack  is  also  making  by  them  upon  Williamsburg.  Intelligence 
from  deserters  indicate  a  simultaueous  movement  upon  the  part  of  the 
enemy  on  all  the  lines  in  this  department. 

Twenty  thousand  additional  troops  are  needed  here. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obe  ient  Bcrvant, 

WM.  H.  LUDLOW, 
lAeui.  Col,  and  lisst  Inspector  Chneral^  SevaUh  Army  Corps, 
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HBAIHIU ABI  BBS, 

Plymouth,  N.  0.,  AprU  12, 1862L 

Lieat  W.  L.  Wheaton, 

A.  A.  A.  G.J  First  DivitioHj  UightemUk  Army  0€fp§ : 

Tour  communication  of  April  10,  informing  me  of  the  ritaation  of 
affairs  in  the  vicinity  of  New  Berne  and  Washington,  has  been  reoeiyed. 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  as  the  condition  of  alEuTS  at 
this  post: 

The  fort  is  nearly  completed  and  is  in  condition  to  mount  all  the  guns. 
One  heavy  gun  arrived  to-day  from  Boauoke  Island  and  is  being  located 
in  the  fort.  The  wings  of  the  fort  are  completed  and  small  works  ooD' 
structed  to  protect  its  left  flank.  The  woods  upon  all  the  main  roads 
leading  into  Plymouth  have  been  felled,  and  the  guns  when  mounted 
will  have  excellent  range. 

From  three  ladies,  said  and  believed  to  be  of  secession  proclivities,  the 
following  facts  were  gleaned,  viz :  On  Friday,  April  10,  they  came  from 
Williamston  and  pamd,  on  the  way  between  WilUamston  and  James- 
viUe,  infEUitiy,  artiUery,  and  cavalry,  said  to  be  Oeneral  Bobertson'to 
brigade. 

Inom  a  prisoner  whom  our  North  Carolina  cavalry  took  Thursday 
night,  April  9,  we  learn  that  11  miles  from  this  place  a  squad  of  six  oav- 
al^rpickets  were  stationed,  with  intervening  couriers,  to  give  the  enemy 
at  Washington  notice  of  any  attempted  assistance  from  this  direction. 

From  various  sources  we  have  heard  of  an  iron-clad  ram  being  built 
in  the  river  above.  Information  this  morning  has  been  received  to  the 
effect  that  it  is  built  to  fit  the  prow  of  a  steamer  and  that  the  enemy 
meditate  an  attack  within  a  few  days  when  it  is  completed.  Apprehen- 
sion is  felt  by  the  naval  force  that  the  two  gunboats  here.  Perry  and  Un- 
derwriter, may  not  be  able  to  resist  it.  With  the  present  force  here  and 
with  the  consfaructed  defenses  it  is  believed  we  can  hold  this  place  against 
a  large  land  force.  Should  the  ram,  however,  succeed  in  getting  oppo- 
site Plymouth  the  place  would  be  untenable  except  with  fearful  loss. 
We  have  six  or  seven  days'  provisions  on  hand.  Inclosed  I  send  you  a 
consolidated  morning  report  of  the  land  forces  here. 
I  am,  lieutenant,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

JOSIAH  PIOEBTT, 
(JoUmely  Oammanding  Poit 


The  consolidated  morning  report  will  be  sent  in  to-morrow  morning, 

OEOBGE  W.  BABTLBTT, 
Acting  AtHstanU  A^jutant-OeneroL 


Spboial  Obdebs,  (     Hdqbs.  Dbpabtment  of  thb  South, 

No.  190.  I  Hilton  Read,  8.  0.,  April  12, 1868. 

It  having  been  officially  represented  to  the  ms\jor-general  command- 
ing by  Brigadier-Oeneral  Heckman,  Maj.  Solomon  Oiles,  Third  New 
York  Artillery,  and  Oapt.  W.  Y.  Hutehings,  of  the  staff  of  Brigadier- 
Oeneral  Stevenson,  that  Miyor-General  Foster,  commanding  Depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina,  is  besieged  and  in  danger  of  being  captured 
by  the  enemy  at  Washington,  N.  0.,  Brigadier-Oinersd  HecJcman,  U.  8. 
Yolunteers,  is  hereby  ordeied  to  proceed  with  his  brigade,  consist- 
ing of  the  following  regimente :  Ninth  New  Jersey,  Twenty-third  Mas- 
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saohnaettBy  Bighty-first  Kew  York,  and  Ninety-eighth  "New  Yerk,  to 
New  Berne,  N.  C.  where  he  will  report  to  Brigadier-General  Palmer,  or 
whoever  may  be  the  general  in  eommand,  for  service  in  the  relieving  of 
Msnor-OeDenil  Foster. 

This  dnty  executed,  or  it  being  foond  that  M%|or-6eneral  Foster  has 
been  already  relieved.  Brigadier-Qeneral  Heckman  will  forthwith  re- 
turn with  his  command  to  this  denartment. 

By  command  of  M%|or*General  Hunter ; 

BD.  W.  SMTTH, 
Aui&kmi  A^Huiami-OeieraL 

Baltdcobb,  Md.,  April  U,  186S. 
M%ior-General  Haix>bok: 

Learning  by  telegraph  yesterday  that  Suffolk  was  invested  I  came 
on  from  New  York  by  the  night  train  and  am  waiting  for  special  boat 
to  go  to  Fort  Monroe. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

BlLTDCOBBy  April  13,  IMS. 
OoL  D.  T.  Yah  Bubbn  : 

I  cannot  help  thinking  that  the  attack  on  the  Nansemond  and  Som- 
erton  road  is  a  feint,  and  that  the  principal  movement  will  be  on  the 
Nansemond,  8  miles  from  Suffolk.    This  should  be  looked  to. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafar-OenerdL 


FoBT  MoimoB,  Ya.,  April  la,  1888. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  LxB,  Nmopart  New9y  Va. : 
Oeneral  Peck  telegraphs  IfLGO  a.  m. : 

EiiAiiiy  isoiithxeeiidesofiuaDdsdYuieiiigtooat  theriverooinmitidoAtioiL    Atk 
tii«  adnuial  to  leiid  light-dnuight  TCWftlB  up. 

d.  t.  yan  BUBBN, 

AuitUmt  A^fuUmt-OmeroL 


YiA.  FoBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  April  13, 1888. 

(Beceived  2M  p.  m.) 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbok, 

Oen&rdlin-  Chief: 

I  am  now  in  consultation  with  Migor-General  Peck.  The  enemy  is  in 
sight,  and  not  far  ofll  Artillery  finng  is  going  on  slowly.  Peck's  po- 
sition is  strong,  and  will  be  vigilantly  guarded.  The  only  fear  is  that 
the  enemy  may  cross  the  Nansemond.  To  prevent  that,  gunboats  must 
be  freely  used.  I  will  try  to  examine  the  river  to-day.  It  is  my  opinion 
that  the  enemy's  campaign  is  the  recovery  of  the  whole  James  Biver, 
and  re-enforcements  are  arriving  from  various  points,  many  of  Uiem 
from  before  Fredericksburg.  The  enemy's  batteries  have  been  open  for 
some  time.  It  is  an  imperative  necessity  that  the  Navy  keep  the  Nanse- 
mond Biver  open. 

E.  D.  fi[£YES, 

'-OeieroL 
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Suffolk,  Ya^  April  13, 1863—5  p.  m. 

(Beoeived  6  p.  m.) 
M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  HAT.TiiBOir, 

OeAwal'ii^  Ohirf: 

I  Lave  DOW  completed  a  thoroagh  examination  of  M^jor-General 
Peck's  position  except  the  river,  which  I  am  now  going  to  examine  to 
its  month.  I  have  been  ap  and  down  both  raikoads  to  Norfolk  and 
made  the  circuit  of  the  lines.  From  every  scarce  it  is  made  certain 
that  upward  of  40,000  rebels  are  in  front  and  on  the  flanks  of  this  posi- 
tion. The  easiest  way  for  the  enemy  to  take  it  is  to  invest  and  starve 
OS  ouL  To  prevent  tihat  I  shall  be  able  to  give  an  opinion  after  going 
down  the  river.  As  most  of  the  enemy  are  from  the  Rappahannock 
my  present  impression  is  that  two  divisions  of  M%jor-General  Hooker's 
army  ought  to  be  sent  here  at  once. 

E.  D.  KETES, 
Muffar-Chnerdly  Oamnumdimg* 

FOBT  MONBOE,  Ya^  April  13, 1883—11  p.  m. 

(Beoeived  Uth,  12.10  a.  m.) 
M%j.  Gen.  EL  W.  HAixscXy 

Oenerdl-in-  Ohirf: 

1  have  this  moment  retnmed  from  an  examination  of  the  Nansemond 
Biver.  The  enemy's  sharpshooters  line  the  left  bank  some  distance 
down  and  idl  the  passing  steamers  have  been  pelted  to-day.  Our  pilot- 
house was  stmck  seven  times.  The  gunboats  on  tiiat  river  are  frail, 
wooden  structures,  which  the  enemy's  £eld  batteries  can  soon  cripple  or 
bum  with  hot  shot.  He  can  then  without  much  exertion  cross  out  of 
range  of  any  of  our  works,  get  upon  Peck's  rear,  and  seize  the  two  rail- 
roads, or  attack  his  weakest  side,  which  is  from  the  Seaboard  Bailroad 
to  the  river,  and  along  the  river  when  the  gunboats  are  out  of  the  way. 
Once  invested,  it  will  be  next  to  impossible  to  relieve  Peck,  and  he 
would  in  a  short  time  be  starved  into  a  surrender.  The  problem  is  a 
difficult  one  and  requires  the  most  able  attention.  Pickett's,  Hood's, 
and  Fryer's  (now  Davis')  divisions  are  there.  Pickett^s  left  the  Bappa- 
hannock  February  15  and  Hood's  shortly  after.  The  Southern  Army 
is  in  fine  health — soldiers  made  by  poverty  and  Hardships— and  is  per- 
fectly armed.  They  have  about  fifty  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  cav- 
alry. All  or  nearly  all  the  horses  are  in  poor  condition.  Coming  dowu 
the  river  has  increased,  but  not  perfected,  my  knowledge  of  Peck's  sit- 
uation. I  will  need  to  observe  it  still  more  to-morrow.  1  will  write 
more  fully. 

B.  D.  KEYBS, 
Omeralj  Oammandimg. 


NOBFOIJC,  April  13, 1S63. 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb: 

Wise  still  threatens  an  attack  on  our  forts  just  below  Williamsburg 
and  a  gunboat  on  James  Biver  ofT  College  Creek  would  be  of  immense 
service  to  us.  If  a  gunboat  is  not  placed,  Wise  can  be  supplied  by  water. 
If  you  have  no  other  boat  to  spare  I  would  prefer  to  have  that  one  at 
the  mouth  of  the  Nansemond  sent  up  without  delay,  as  an  attack  is  an- 
ticipated. 

E.  D.  KEYES, 

Mqfar'OeneroL 
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NoBFOLK,  AprU  13y  1888. 
Acting  Bear- Admiral  Lbb: 

Another  reqnest  has  oome  for  a  gonboat  oB  Williamsburg.  The  tower 
of  the  asylnm  is  visible  from  the  river:  our  line  1}  miles  below  that 
tower  and  the  enemy's  camp  is  above.  I  earnestly  trast  a  gonboat  may 
be  sent  np  immediatdly  if  one  has  not  gone. 

B.  D.  KBTBS, 

M^far-OmerdL 


ITkixkd  Btatbb  Flag-ship  MonnssoTA, 

AprU  13,  ISeS. 
Miiyor-General  Ebtbs, 

Camma$Mng  D^rtmeiU : 

Yonr  two  dispatches  are  received.  I  have  no  ffnnboat  suitable  to  send 
off  Williamsburg,  and  it  would  not  be  fit  to  send  only  one  gunboat  there 
iflhadit 

8.  P.  LBB, 
AeHmg  Bear-AdmifraL 


SiTFFOLK,  Ya^  AfrU  13, 1868—^.30  p.  m. 

(Beeeived  4.20  p.  m.) 
Mf^-General  Haulibok, 

Beliable  information  from  intelligent  deserters  is  to  the  effect  that  the 
enemy  have  35,000  or  40,000  in  our  front,  which  have  come  from  Fred- 
ericksburg, the  condition  of  the  roads  rendering  an  attack  there  impos- 
sible.   It  is  stated  tiiat  D.  H.  Hill  is  advancing  from  North  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


FoBT  MOHBOE,  Ya^  AfHl  13, 1863—3.30  p.  m. 

(Beeeived  10  p.  m.) 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hajlubck, 

Oeneral-iihOhitf: 

Longstreet^s  advance  division  arrived  in  my  front  on  Saturday  and 
was  followed  by  Pickett's,  Hood's,  and  Anderson's  yesterday.  They 
advanced  on  my  front  and  right  flank  about  noon  on  the  12th,  within 
extreme  artilleiy  range,  and  after  much  skirmishing  fell  back  several 
miles.  Barly  this  morninff  they  advanced  on  my  front  and  rear  with 
one  division  on  the  right  flank.  More  or  less  artillery  Are  all  day  and 
much  skirmishing.  Colonel  Foster's  Light  Troop  handled  the  enemy's 
advance  roughly,  driving  them  back  and  retiring  the  picket  line  at  dark. 
Anderson's  division  has  been  engaged  on  the  waterfront  with  our  gun- 
boats and  batteries.  The  flring  has  been  brisk,  and  the  enemy  suffered, 
rhe  command  is  in  good  spirits  and  will  do  its  duty. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mafor-OmeroL 
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Suffolk,  Ya.,  4pfi2  id,  1803—9  p.  m. 

(Beoeived  10  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haujbck, 

Oev^eraMi^  Ohief: 

Longstreef  s  force  is  pretty  well  settled  at  35,000.  Co-operation  of 
Hill  expected.  One  division  at  least  should  be  sent  here,  as  they  are 
fighting  for  the  James  Biver.  He  has  one  hnndrei  and  twenty  pieces 
of  artilleiy. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


SiTFFOLK,  April  13, 1863. 
M%jor-Oeneral  Ksyeb: 

We  have  rations  for  about  twelve  days,  indnding  today.    Please 
hony  up  the  stores  as  fast  as  possible. 

JOHN  J.  PBGK. 


StTFPOLK,  April  13, 1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lbs: 

The  enemy  are  said  to  be  crossing  at  Sleepy  Hole,  below  the  month 
of  the  West  Branch,  where  the  river  is  wide.    The  river  was  left  on- 
protected  last  night. 
General  Peck  Is  at  the  tNfoL 

BBNJ.  B.  FOSTBB, 
AMtiHmU  AiiuUmt-OmtraL 


SXTFFOLK,  Ya.,  April  13, 1863—4  p.  m. 
M%jor-General  Hookkb, 

Headquarters  Army  of  the  Fot/oma/e : 

Intelligent  and  reliable  deserters  state  that  the  force  in  my  fh)nt,  of 
35,000  men,  under  Longstreet,  has  come  fh>m  FrMlericksbnrg  in  expec- 
tation of  inaction  on  your  part  D.  H.  Hill  is  said  to  be  advancing 
ficom  North  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mafipr-GenermL 

Hbadquabtbbs  Abmt  of  the  Potomac, 

AprU  13, 1863. 
General  Pbok,  S^ffioXk: 

All  of  Longstreet's  forces  that  have  gone  from  here  left  in  Jannary 
and  February  last.  None  have  left  since.  The  enemy  will  be  disap- 
pointed in  the  expectation  you  mention  in  your  dispatch. 

JOSBPH  HOOKEB, 

MajoT'Qeneral, 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  13, 1863—10  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hooksb, 

HeaAqiMrter$  Army  of  the  Potomae : 

Three  divisions  have  been  more  or  less  engaged  all  day.  Early  this 
morning  one  division  advanced  on  the  Somerton  front,  driving  in  the 
pickets,  but  was  promptly  repulsed,  and  our  picket  line  was  intact  at 
dark.    Some  fine  skirmishing  by  Colonel  Foster's  light  Tnoop  and 
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Eleventh  Pennsylvania  Oavalry.  On  the  lear  or  water  line  Anderson's 
force  of  4,000  was  held  back  by  the  gnnboats  and  land  batteries.  The 
attack  was  vigorons  and  the  result  gratifying.  Expect  they  will  make 
a  grand  attack  to-morrow.  Longstreet  has  35,000,  some  say  38,000,  and 
from  one  hundred  to  one  hnndied  and  fifty  pieces  of  artillery. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

(C3opy  to  General  Halleek.) 

HXADQITABTEBS, 

Suffolk,  Fo.,  AprU  13, 1803. 
Admiral  LsE,  Newport  News: 

The  gunboat  on  the  Nansemond  in  ooi\)nnetion  with  the  land  bat- 
teiieB  l^ve  been  engaged  tfaroogh  the  day,  repulsing  Anderson's  divis- 
ion very  handsomely. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

M^fer-OeiermL 

YOBXTOWV,  AprU  13, 1883—9.30  a.  m. 

M^yor-General  Kbyxs,  NerfoJk: 

A  dispatch  just  received  from  Oolonel  West  reports  all  quiet  atfiront. 
The  iiicket  lines  are  within  500  yards  of  each  other.  He  is  very  anx- 
ious that  a  gunboat  should  be  sent  up  James  Biver  to  shell  the  enemy 
at  Williamsburg.  He  says  that  the  asylum  tower  is  plainly  visible  fhmi 
the  James,  and  fire  ooula  be  directed  by  the  tower  to  the  town ;  and 

the  enemy^s  camp  is  north  of  town.  

BUFU8  KmG, 
BrifftMer-QekereL 

ToBKTOWVy  AprU  13,  [1883]— 9  p.  m. 

Mi^or-General  Kstbs,  NorfoXk : 

I  have  just  received  dispatch  ficom  West.  He  reports  that  a  regi- 
ment of  infantry  and  one  o(  cavalry  came  into  Williamsburg  by  Bidi- 
mond  road  before  sundown.  Bumor  places  Wise's  force  at  8,000. 
Wagons  loaded  with  fhmiture  have  been  moving  out  of  WOliunsburg 
all  Say.  The  gunboat  Morris  tried  to  shell  the  enemy  from  York  Biver 
this  morning.  Besult  not  faiown.  No  gunboat  yet  in  James  Biver. 
Oolonel  West  thinks  that  one  should  be  there  by  morning  with  direc- 
tions to  shell  the  lower  end  of  the  town.  He  is  prepared  for  attack  at 
any  time.  No  man  hurt  on  our  side  to-day.  Both  our  gunboats  are  oif 
Queen's  Greek  to-night  and  will  reoiain  there. 

BUFTT8  KING, 
Brigadier'  Oeneral. 

FOBT  MoimoB,  April  13, 1883. 
Brigadier-General  OnLLxm, 

Chitf  of  Staffs  WatihingUm  : 

Genes  Ai. :  I  leave  at  12  m.  Have  you  any  orders  for  the  Eighteenth 
OorpsT 

Palmer  sent  last  night  for  re-enforcements,  which  General  Keyes 
cannot  send.    Oan  any  be  sent  from  the  Department  of  the  South  T 

HENBY  M.  NAGLEB, 

Briffodier-ChieroL 
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WA8HINOTON,  April  13, 1803. 
ier-Ctoeral  Kaoueb: 


Have  no  instroctions.    No  re-eiiforoements  can  be  sent  from  Depart- 
ment of  the  Soath. 

G.  W.  OULLUM. 


Suffolk,  Ya^  April  14, 186S— dilO  p.  m. 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hatj.wi¥, 

I  arrived  here  this  morning.  The  poet  is  closely  invested  with  over 
30JOOO  men.  The  report  of  the  Ist  instant,  in  the  A^jntant-General's 
Office,  will  show  onr  force.  Two  gunboats  in  the  Nansemond  are  dis- 
abled ;  one  is  snnk.  Oar  danger  is  that  the  enemy  will  cross  the  river 
and  cut  ns  off  from  Norfolk.  I  consider  it  necessary  that  an  army  corps, 
or  at  least  two  divisions,  shoold  be  sent  to  Norfolk  at  once,  so  as  to  pro- 
tect the  Nansemond.  The  great  superiority  of  the  enemy  makes  it  im- 
possible to  divide  the  foroe  here  witii  safety,  and  we  cannot  retreat  on 
Norfolk  without  great  saoriflce  of  property  and  lifeb  This  place  must 
be  held  if  possible. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^far-OmeroL 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt, 
Woihinffkm,  D.  0.,  April  14, 1883—7.15  p.  m. 

Mijor-General  Hbintzelman,  Wa»MngUm: 

GsNBBAi. :  You  will  immediately  dispatch  to  Norfolk,  reportinff  at 
Fort  Monroe,  6,000  men  or  thereabouts.  You  will  make  requisitions 
on  tiie  Quartermaster's  Department  for  transports.  K  necessary  tiiey 
will  be  recalled  fiom  Aquia  Creek.  This  dispatch  of  troops  must  be 
made  in  preference  to  anything  else  and  must  be  pushed  with  all  pos- 
sible haste,  without  regard  to  hours  or  to  darkness. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

OmsmMi-OMAf. 


Special  Obdbbs,  )        Hdqbs.  Depabtmxnt  of  WAsmNaioN, 
No.  57.  )  April  14, 186a. 

•  •••••• 

VII.  The  following  troops  will  embark  at  daylight  to-morrow  morn- 
ing for  Norfolk,  reporting  at  Fort  Monroe : 

The  Second  Brigade,  General  Abercrombie's  division,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  Sixteenth  Virginia  Volunteers :  the  Third  Brigade,  General 
Abercrombie's  division ;  the  One  hundred  and  seventeenth  New  York 
Volunteers,  of  Colonel  Haskin's  division;  the  Eleventh  Bhode  Island 
Volunteers,  from  the  Convalescent  Camp;  the  One  hundred  and  sixty- 
ninth  New  York  Volunteers,  from  General  Martindale's  command. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Major-General  Heintzelman : 

O.  H.  POTTBB, 
AMiitamt  Ad^uUmt-OmeruL 


Obap  XJOL]  oobbbspohdshce,  bto. — wscKm.  609 

Hmadquabtebs  Fourth  Abmt  OokpUj 

Yarhiownf  Va^  Aprtt  14, 1863. 
Mi^.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oommamdfmg  U.  &  Arwuff : 

Sib  :  M^jor-General  Dix  arrived  this  moming  and  resamed  command 
of  the  Department  of  Virginia. 

Daring  the  nine  days  I  was  in  temporary  command  of  the  depart- 
ment the  approach  of  the  enemy  in  great  force  down  the  Peninsnla  and 
apon  Soffolk  gave  a  serioos  aspect  to  affiedrSy  and  this  paper  is  respect- 
fUUy  submitt^  as  the  resolt  of  my  examinations  and  consequent  con- 
clusions wliile  I  was  in  command. 

Of  Peck's  position  and  the  sorronnding  coontry  beyond  Norfolk  I 
had  no  ocular  knowledge  until  the  6th  instant,  when  I  made  a  hasty 
visit  to  Suffolk  by  raU.  Since  that  date  I  have  made  a  careftil  exami- 
nation of  his  defenses  and  passed  over  the  other  railroad  from  Norfolk 
and  down  the  Nansemond  Biver  to  Hampton  Beads. 

As  I  stated  before  in  tde^ms  I  consider  our  troops  at  Suffolk  in  a 
very  critical  situation,  and  it  may  be  the  rebels^  boast  that  they  have 
another  Harper's  Ferry  afllEdr  on  hand  will  be  made  good. 

I  have  reflected  on  tiie  following  points : 

1st.  Is  Peck  secure  against  an  attack,  or  is  he  able  to  resist  an  attaok 
in  luspositionT 

2d.  Oan  the  enemy  cut  his  communication  and  invest  him  T 

3d.  If  the  enemv  should  invest  him  have  we  the  means  to  relieve 
him  before  he  would  be  starved  out? 

4th.  Oan  he  retreat  and  take  away  his  material  f 

Ohi  the  above  points  I  conclude  as  follows: 

1st  He  is  secure  against  an  attack  on  any  ftont  now  accessible  to  the 
enemy,  and  he  will  not  be  seriously  attacked  (feints  will  be  made)  until 
he  is  invested.    After  he  is  invested  he  is  not  secure  from  an  attaok. 

2d.  The  enemy  can  cut  his  communications  and  invest  him  in  spite 
of  anythmg  we  can  do  to  prevent  liim  with  the  means  north  of  Albe 
marie  Sound  and  south  of  Hampton  Boads  and  James  Biver. 

3d.  If  the  enemy  does  invest  him  we  could  not  break  the  investment 
after  it  had  existed  three  days  and  relieve  Peck  with  any  available 
means  within  the  command  of  the  Oovemment. 

4th.  I  cannot  give  a  positive  opinion  on  this  point.  I  have  had  no 
time  to  examine  the  line  of  retreat  The  railroads  are  through  the  Dis- 
mal Swamp  and  are  perfeotlv  straight  and  the  roadway  narrow,  and, 
on  either  side,  an  iinpracticable  morass. 

1  assume  that  the  Oovemment  knows  Peck's  strength  and  the  amount 
of  bis  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammunition.  It  is  certain  he  has  but 
a  few  dayi^  supply  of  forage. 

I  have  assumed  all  those  finots  of  the  last  paragraph,  and  I  have  kept 
Napoleon's  maxims  in  view  (you  caUed  my  attention  to  those  maxims) 
in  coming  to  my  conclusions. 

In  regwrd  to  the  Peninsula:  If  the  line  of  Fort  Magruder  below  Will- 
iamsburg is  given  up  the  enemy  can  go  to  Fort  Monroe  at  once  and 
possess  everything  outside  the  sand-spit  on  which  tiie  fort  stands. 
Yorktown,  owins  to  the  ravines  around  it,  would  be  nearly  as  uncom- 
fortable as  Fort  Magruder  now  is,  and  of  no  great  value  to  the  Oovem- 
ment If  the  upper  line  is  abandoned  I  trust  this  most  sickly  place 
e~rorktown)  may  be  also  abandoned.  I  recommended  its  abandonment 
AugURt  fast  when  called  on  for  my  views. 

Wiw  one  gunboat  on  James  Biver,  stationed  opposite  Williamsburg, 
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and  one  additional  regiment  of  intBoastity  I  ooold  hold  the  line  of  Fort 
Magmder  oertainly.  There  being  no  gnnboat  there  now  Wise  ean 
have  his  supplies  brought  down  there  by  water,  and  hold  his  camp 
there  at  his  ease.  Wise  is  now  in  a  position  to  be  easily  oaptured,  hot 
I  have  not  the  foroe  neeessary.  As  I  stated  in  my  telegrams  of  yester- 
day and  the  day  before,  I  thought  re-enfoioements  necessary  at  once. 

If  any  competent  officer  has  examined  and  ascertained  the  difficulty 
the  enemy  would  have  to  destroy  the  wooden  gunboats  and  to  cross  the 
Nansemondy  or  to  ^t  round  the  left  and  cut  the  railroadSi  or  to  learn 
the  roads  and  their  capacity  for  retreat,  £  am  imorant  of  the  fact.  I 
did  not  simply  because  I  had  not  the  time.  If  Peck's  16,000  men  and 
4,000  horses,  more  or  less,  and  his  numerous  artillery  and  supplies  are 
surrendered  I  make  no  doubt  that  inqniry  will  be  miside  on  moee  sub- 
jects, but  I  shall  not  be  able  to  answer. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

B.  D.  KEYBS. 


FOBT  MOHBOB,  YA., 

Apra  14, 186»— ILaO  p.  m. 
Mij.  Gen.  H.  W.  HiTJiBOT, 

1  have  Just  returned  ftom  Suffolk  after  going  throuffh  the  Hues. 
(General  Peck  is  strong,  but  the  danger  <tf  interception  of  his  commu- 
nications with  NorfolK  is  imminent  as  the  gunboats  are  nearly  all 
crippled.  With  two  small  divisions,  say  5,000  each,  we  could  repel  ti^e 
enemy.  If  we  could  have  that  number  of  men  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac  we  could  send  them  back  in  two  weeks.  General  Peck  has 
rations  for  twetktj^  days  and  forage  for  ten.  More  forage  goes  up  to- 
night.   He  must  be  relieved  witiiin  twelve  days  at  Ihrthest. 

JOHN  A.  DES, 

Suffolk,  April  14, 1888. 
M%|or-General  Hix,  Fart  JfonttM : 

I  am  Just  informed  that  all  the  gunboats  earaept  the  Smith  Briggs 
have  left  the  river,  whidh  is  therefoae  almost  enthely  undefended. 

JO^  J.  PBOK, 

Mqifar-OmieraL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  Aj^  14,  ises. 

M%)or-Genecal  Hatj.^ok,  Omn&raMi^OkUfi 

Two  gunboats  have  been  disabled  upon  the  Nansemond,  and  I  Iter  1 
shall  be  unable  to  keep  the  river  open. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

MqjoT'OekercL 

Suffolk,  AprU  14, 1863. 
Bf^lor-General  Dix: 

All  the  gunboats  have  left  the  river  except  mine.  The  West  Bnd 
went  to  Fort  Monroe  for  ammunition.  I  most  respectftilly  request  thai 
she  be  sent  back  as  soon  as  she  gets  her  ammunition  on  board. 

JOHN  O,  LBB, 
Gspftilii,  Oommamdimg  Smith  Brigg$, 
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SUVFOLX,  Ya.,  Aprtt  14,  IMS. 
GcnenJ  Yiblb,  JVbi^A^; 

Send  here  at  onoe  every  man  yoa  oan  spate. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


XJioTED  Btatbb  Flag-ship  MnmssoTA, 
QffIf0Wfart  Nem^  Va^  April  14, 1883—11  a.  m. 

Mi^-Oeneral  Pbok, 

Oawimamdimg at  Bmffotk^  Va.: 

On  reoeipt  of  yonr  dispatch  last  nidit  I  telegraphed  the  Department 
Ibr  lightdraoght,  rifle-screened  gonboats  for  the  Nansemond,  hoping 
there  might  be  some  of  these  in  the  Potomac  Flotilla.  The  Department 
Jnst  replies  that  Ibnr  boats  are  comingi  bnt  fear  they  cannot  go  &r  into 
the  Nansemond.  I  shall  apply  at  the  fort  Ibr  Nansemond  pilots  for 
them,  and  send  them  as  &r  as  they  can  ga 

I  snail  have  the  light-draught  tag  Alert,  just  retomed  disabled  from 
the  Nansemond.  repaired  in  a  Ibw  hoars.  1  have  sent  for  some  rifle- 
soreeniug,  and  hope  to  increase  to-day  and  to-morrow  the  force  in  the 
river. 

&  P.  LBB, 
ildj^.  Bmt-AdmiMlj  €omig.  If.  AUmMo  Bloekading  SqvMdrm^ 


Umitbd  Btatbb  Flag-ship  Miniibsota, 

OfNeufpart  New9j  Va.,  Apnl  14, 1883. 

M%i.  Gen.  Juhh  A.  Dn,  U.  8.  A., 

Oamdg.  SefwiUk  Armg  Oarpij  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. : 

Genbbal  :  I  am  informed  that  the  army  transport  Banter  Woodis, 
which  can  carry  foar  or  Ave  pieces  of  field  artiUery,  and  have  her  ligbt- 
draaght,  woald  be  aseftd  in  the  Nansemond.    The  transports  might 
cany  one  oi  more  field  pieces  with  troops  to  fight  them. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  years,  respectfiilly, 

S.  P.  LBE, 
Adg*  Bea/r'Adimiralj  Oomig.  JT.  AUamHo  Bloekadmg  Sgmdron. 


YoBKTOWn,  April  14,  ISflS. 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral  Lbb, 

OammandiHg  North  AilamHe  Blockadimg  Squadron : 

Qeneral  Dix  is  as  anzioas  as  myself  to  have  a  gonboat  ap  James 
River  opposite  Williamsbarg.  I  deem  it  absolutely  necessary  to  save 
the  line  of  Fort  Magrader.  If  that  is  lost  the  whole  Peninsula  will  be 
open  to  the  euemy  down  to  Fortress  Monroe,  and  sharpshooters  can 
render  this  place  untenable.  It  would  be  better  to  lose  two  gunbcMits 
thau  to  lose  the  Fort  Magrader  line.  Whatever  boat  you  send  should 
have  long-range  guns,  and  should  establish  itself  so  as  to  fire  by  the 
tine  (rf  the  asylum  tower. 

B.  D.  KEYE8, 

M^for'OmanlL 
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YORKTOWNy  April  14, 1863. 
Oolonel  West,  Fart  Magruder : 

I  agree  with  yoa  aboat  the  removal  of  the  inhabitants  from  Williams 
onrg.    They  n^  not  be  interfered  with,  nor  should  fire  be  opened  on 
the  town  except  in  case  of  another  attack  from  that  qnarter. 
I  expect  General  Eeyes  here  within  an  hour. 

BUFU8  KING, 
Brigadier-CfmieraL 


Washinoton,  D.  0.,  April  14, 1863. 
Brigadier-General  Palmer,  ^^010  Bemej  N.  0. : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  9Ui  instant  is  just  received.  I  had 
hoped  that  General  Ee^es  woold  send  yoa  4,000  additional  men,  bnt 
his  own  condition  was  such  that  he  deemed  it  necessary  to  connter- 
mand  the  order.  At  the  present  time  it  is  impossible  to  send  any  other 
troops  to  yoa.  Perhaps  the  circamstances  may  be  different  in  a  few 
days,  bat  yoa  mast  not  rely  apon  receiving  troops  frt>m  any  other  de- 
partment. Instead  of  sparing  any,  every  general  is  pressing  for  more 
troops  as  thongh  we  had  a  coruacbpia  of  men  from  which  to  supply 
tlieir  wants. 

If  any  accident  shoald  occur  to  General  Foster  yoa  will  bear  in  mind 
that  operations  in  North  Carolina  shoald  be  strictly  defensive  and  the 
troops  concentrated  as  much  as  possible.  New  Berne  and  Beaofbrt 
are  the  points  of  greatest  importance. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLEGK, 

€hiieral4i^Ckirf, 

Steamer  Hunchback, 
Tuesdayy  AprU  14,  1863—1.30  p.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  Wa$hingUmy  N.  C,  : 

General  Potter's  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  at  4  a.  m.  today. 
Fortunately  every  wish  of  yours  indicated  in  that  letter  had  been  an- 
ticipated. By  dint  of  labor,  coaxing:,  threatening,  stimulating  with 
promise  of  reward,  &c.  (to  the  pUot  and  captain  of  the  Escort),  every- 
thing was  arranged,  and  last  night  at  dark  the  Escort  started.  Let  me 
here  remark  that  Oolonel  Sisson  and  officers  of  the  Fifth  Rhode  Island 
Regiment  aided  the  enterprise  in  every  way.  I  have  just  made  up  my 
mind  that  the  thing  is  a  perfect  success  and  thatl  was  not  mistaken  in 
my  belief  that  you  could  get  any  amount  of  men  and  supplies  rhrougb 
the  blockade.  But  1  do  not  think  Captain  McCann  is  equal  to  this 
position.  He  ought  to  be  above  the  blockade  to  reduce  the  batteries 
both  at  Hill's  Point  and  Rodman's  Point.  It  can  be  done,  bui  it  will 
not  be  done  by  the  Navy  unless  we  can  get  Flusser  or  some  equally 
energetic  officer  here.  I  do  not  wish  to  do  any  iioustice  to  any  one;  i 
only  state  my  firm  belief.  Colonel  Hoffman  can  explain  nomethiug  of 
my  views  to  you. 

G^eral  Potter,  for  yoa,  expresses  surprise  that  the  Escort  did  not  come 
through  the  night  before,  and  that  such  lack  of  energy  has  been  dis- 
played in  getting  men  and  supplies  to  you.  I  would  be  glad  if  you 
would,  after  receiving  all  the  information  concerning  these  matters  from 
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Oolonel  HolftDan,  infonn  me  where  yon  think  the  blatane  lies.  Dont  spare 
me.  When  the  history  of  'Hhe  siege  of  Washington"  is  written,  if  it  is 
a  disaster,  a  responsibility  will  rest  somewhere;  let  it  go  where  it 
belongs. 

Lieatenant  Wheaton  goes  immediately  to  New  Berne  for  the  North 
8t»te,  the  shovels,  and  wheelbarrows,  &c.  He  takes  the  Phcdniz. 
Captain  Gk)nrand  remains  here  to  perform  the  duties  delegated  to 
Colonel  HoflPhian.  I  hope  to  be  with  Captain  Flosser  not  many  hoars 
after  yon  receive  this. 

Toor  dispatches  to  (General  Halleck  and  (General  Dix  will  be  for> 
warded  immediately. 

I  sent  transportation  to  Gatesville  on  the  Chowan,  to  be  there  on  the 
13th,  to  receive  any  forces  that  may  be  sent  by  General  Dix.  Where 
will  yon  have  tliese  re-enforcements  if  they  arrive? 

If  the  Escort  returns  here  she  will  (unless  you  decide  differently)  take 
a  return  cargo. 

This  is  written  hastily,  as  there  are  many  things  to  occupy  me  to-day. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMEB, 
BrigaHer-Omerdl^  Commanding. 

The  signal  officer  here  (Lieutenant  Knox)  has  tried  to  signal  to  you  to- 
day. He  was  on  a  small  gunboat  and  the  motion  of  the  vessel  prevented 
him  from  seeing  (iroperly.  He  is  now  out  with  the  Southfleld  and  I  hope 
he  will  succeed.  Don^  ful  to  make  the  signal  arrangement  as  perfect 
as  possible. 


Was  Dbpabtment, 
WathmgUmj  April  15, 1803—10.30  a.  m. 

Mi^or-General  Dix,  Fart  Monroe^  Va. : 

Six  thousand  men  have  been  onlered  to  report  to  you  at  Fort  Monroe. 
A  portion  embarked  during  the  night;  two  gunbcmts  have  also  been 
sent. 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Omeral-in'  Chief. 


FOBT  MONBOB,  Va., 

April  15, 1863-^.30  p.  m. 
Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleck, 

Cfeneral-in-Ckief : 

The  enemy  has  not  yet  succeeded  in  crossing  the  Nansemond,  though 
the  pressure  has  been  very  heavy  for  several  miles  below  Suffolk.  The 
gunboats  are  holding  a  large  force  in  check.  A  battery  of  20-pounder 
rifled  guns,  which  caused  us  much  annoyance  yestei'day,  was  silenced 
to-day.  The  Smith  Briggs,  a  newly-armed  quartermaster's  steamboat, 
was  attacked  in  the  river  near  General  Peck's  headquarters  last  night, 
but  the  assailants  wei*e  driven  off.  Thu8  tar  the  enemy  has  gained  no 
advantage.    He  is  pressing  us  at  Williamsburg. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqjor-OeneroL 
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Suffolk,  Ya*,  AfrU  15, 1868—0  a.  dl 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

On  Monday,  with  the  aid  of  the  gunboats,  I  was  enabled  to  hold  the 
line  of  the  Nansemond,  and  things  looked  well,  as  I  advised  yon,  bat 
yesterday  10,000  or  11^000  attacked  the  line  of  the  river  some  miles 
down,  and,  with  the  aid  of  earthworks  thrown  np,  cat  off  the  water 
commanication.  All  tiid  gunboats  except  one  were  crippled  and  cat 
off  many  miles  below.  The  enemy  attempted  to  cross  daring  the  night 
but  has  not  succeeded  yet.  I  hope  to  hold  him,  although  the  river,  by 
the  curves,  is  some  12  miles  in  length  before  you  reach  the  wide  water, 
with  an  average  width  of  100  fbet.  A.t  daylight  I  opened  the  Jeridio 
Gaual  into  the  river  and  hope  to  fill  up  the  marshes  so  as  to  impede 
their  operations.  A  few  troops  at  this  time  will  make  all  secure.  A 
large  force  in  reserve  is  necessary,  say  10,000,  to  take  the  initiative.  If 
General  Hill  co-operates,  more  will  be  necessaiy.  Prisoners  state 
Washington  has  be^i  taken. 

JOHN  J.  PBCK, 

Maffar-OmermL 

FoBT  MoNBOE,  April  16, 1868. 
Major-Gtoneral  Pbok: 

Troops  are  on  their  way  to  relieve  you.  Shall  I  order  them  to  Bowers' 
Hill  as  fast  as  they  arrive  T  Some  must  be  here  to-night  unless  the 
storm  prevents. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mt^'OmeroL 


Suffolk,  Ya«,  April  15,  [18d3]. 
General  Dix: 

Hurry  the  troops  here  that  first  arrive,  so  that  I  can  have  enough  to 
hold  the  river.  All  routes  should  be  put  in  requisition.  A  day  may 
be  decisive.  When  their  spies  signal  from  Norfolk  their  arrival  I  fear 
they  will  attack. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

M^j^'OeieraL 

Suffolk.  Ya.,  April  16,  [1863]. 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Yiblb,  Norfolk : 

It  is  just  reported  that  the  enemy,  force  and  character  unknown,  have 
crossed  at  Sleepy  Hole  in  spite  of  our  gunboats.  His  attempt  to  cross 
in  the  narrow  part  of  the  river  was  defeated  and  his  battery  opposite 
silenced. 

JOHN  J.  PBCK, 

FOBT  MONBOB,  Apr^  15, 1863. 

Major-General  Pbok,  Oimmandingj  Suffolk  : 

If  the  report  be  true  would  it  not  be  inexpedient  to  carry  out  Uie 
suggestion  in  your  last  dispatch  f 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mtifar-OmertiL 
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Apbil  U^lMHi 

Geneial  Yirlb,  Oammamdkiify  NnffoXk: 

If  the  enemy  have  orosaed  the  NanaemoBd  they  may  make  a  rapid 
movement  on  Norfolk  for  snpplieB.  Yon  mnst  nuJEe  the  best  disposi- 
tion of  yoor  small  foroe  you  oan  to  oppose  their  entrance  into  the  diy. 
Yoa  will  have  re-eofiiroeiiieiifes  to-nightif  the  storm  does  not  preventi 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


SUIVOLK,  Yl^  AffU  IS,  1888. 
GtonenJ  Dix: 

If  the  report  be  true  the  troops  had  better  be  massed  at  some  point 
like  that  one  mentioned  by  yon.  Will  give  yon  the  veiy  earliest  Intel- 
ligenoe.  Sleepy  Hole  is  the  place  named,  half  way  down  to  the  James, 
in  the  broad  water,  where  the  heavy  boats  go  safefy.  As  it  is  some 
miles  from  the  tcaok  some  trains  will  get  uuongh,  especially  on  the 
Petsnbnig. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mtiior-Qm&ruL 


SHVPOUC,  Ya.,  AffU  10^  1M8. 
Mi^or-Qeneral  Dn: 

Only  one  regiment  from  Norfolk ;  another  should  be  sent.  We  hold 
the  Nansemond,  althongh  11,000  were  there  yestcvday  and  drove  out 
the  boats  ^  mnoh  enconraged.  Urge  on  supplies  of  forage  and  some 
heavy  guns.  One  of  my  20-ponnder  rifles  burst  on  the  Nansemond;  it 
is  oar  best  gun.    Oanyousendafowf 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


FoBT  MOHBoa,  AprU  1ft,  1863. 
M^JorGeneral  Pbox: 

General  Yiele  has  one  regiment  at  Deep  Greek,  which  is  more  impor- 
tant to  you  than  to  him.  He  has  only  two  other  re^ments,  with  an 
aggregate  of  1,300  men,  of  whom  a  part  are  at  Bowers'  Mill,  8  miles  from 
Corinth,  on  the  Seaboard  road,  with  a  section  of  artillery.  The  two 
other  sections  of  his  only  battery  are  scattered.  I  will  send  yon  an  old 
Yermont  regiment  fix>m  here,  of  400  men,  immediately.  Telegraphed 
Halleok  last  night.    Will  send  heavy  guns. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Jfi^or-flmaral. 


UiriTMD  States  FLAOHnop  MnmESOTA, 

Oflfempart  JVmm,  Fa.,  Jprtf  15, 1888. 

M14.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  XT.  S.  A., 

OwmAg.  Sevm^th  Arm^  Oarpsy  Portrets  Momroe^  Va. : 

GKNXSAii :  I  received  yonr  dispatch  at  12.45  a.  m.,  and  will  act  ao* 
oordingly. 

8.  P.  LEB, 
Ao^.  B^afr-AAmiraly  Camdg.  N,  AUamHe  Blockading  BquaOrom. 
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APRIL  1II,1M3. 

M^jor-Geneial  Pbok,  OawimaMdikigj  Sn^ffiM: 

I  arrived  at  10  last  nigbt  aod  fomid  your  diapatoh  in  regard  to  gun- 
boats. I  ordered  the  West  Bnd  back  immediately.  She  was  ont  of 
ammonition.  I  also  telegraphed  Admiral  Lee.  asking  that  his  gnnboats 
might  go  baok.  BeoeivMl  Us  answer  after  midnight  that  he  would  act 
as  I  reqnested. 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 
Jfq^-OsMrai. 

BUWWGLK^  Ya^  April  15, 1863. 
Gtoeral  Del: 

Tip  to  this  time  I  hold  the  line  of  the  river  and  am  satisfied  nothing 
has  passed  over  yet  Hie  pressure  has  been  heavy  all  along  the  river 
down  to  the  West  Branch.  Gunboats  there  are  holding  a  large  fbroe. 
My  fliuiks  are  yet  intact. 

About  noon  we  silenced  the  rebel  battery  of  20-pounder  rifled,  which 
caused  so  much  trouble  yesterday.  The  Smith  Briggs  was  attacked 
near  my  headquarters  in  the  night  but  drove  off  the  rebelB. 

JOHia  J.  PBOK, 

TJmTMD  States  FLAG-omp  MimaflOTA, 

OffHemport  NewBj  Vm^  AfrU  16^  1863-*p.  m. 

Mi^.  Oen.  John  A.  Dn,  U.  S.  A., 

Oamdg.  Bevei^tk  Armf  Oarpi^  tortrmB  Mamroej  Va. : 

GxNEBAL :  I  sent  two  armed  tugs  into  the  Nansemond  this  morning, 
where  I  have  two  other  small  and  armed  vessels.  The  Mount  Washinf^- 
ton,  a  river  steamer  with  fixed  pieces  on  board,  was  towed  out  this 
morning  much  disabled  from  severe  fighting  in  the  Upper  Nansemond 
yesterday. 

Yon  must  not  rely  upon  these  &w  tnui  and  open  ferry-boats  and  river 
steamers,  which  yon  &blI1  gunboats,  to  keep  the  rebels  from  crossing  the 
Upper  Kansemond,  which  is  long,  narrow,  and  crooked,  a  mere  creek, 
and  from  which  we  were  driven  yesterday.  These  craft  are  effective  only 
from  the  ffallantry  with  which  tiiey  are  fought,  with  their  boilers,  steam- 
pipes,  and  magacines  all  exposed  to  the  concentrated  fire  of  the  rebel 
batteries,  while  the  sharpshooters  pick  off  with  facility  our  unprotected 
gunners. 

Beflect  that  these  little  vessels  go  into  such  a  fight  much  in  the  ex- 
posed condition  in  which  breached  forts  surrender  when  their  magazines, 
&c.,  are  exposed.  I  must  call  your  attention  to  this  in  order  that  you 
may  adapt  your  military  dispositions  to  the  necessities  of  your  situation, 
which  is  not  suitable  to  the  operation  of  vessels. 

General  Eeyes  keeps  calling  for  gunboats  off  Williamsburg.  This 
ship  cannot  go  there,  and  my  force  is  not  itrong  enough  to  detach  from 
in  view  of  the  rebel  naval  force  above. 

The  pablic  interests  here  and  even  the  communications  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac  depend  on  the  security  of  Uiis  position. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBE, 
Aetg,  Bear-Admiral^  Oamdg.  N.  AtlaiUie  Blockading  SquadrmL 

P.  S.— 4  p.  M. — Yours  of  this  date,  also  a  report  from  Lientenast 
Gushing,  dated  1.15  p.  m..  Just  received.    Lieutenant  Oushing  says  the 
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enemy  has  uot  seen  fit  to  renew  the  action  of  yesterday ;  that  he  had 
just  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Peck  stating  that  the  rebels  had 
not  crossed  as  yet,  bat  believed  they  would  try  it  this  afternoon  or  to- 
night. Lientenant  Gushing  says  that  the  rebels  intended  to  cross  below 
the  West  Branch  yesterday,  but  ^ere  beaten  back  by  the  fire  of  the 
gunboats.  I  had  already  instructed  Lieutenant  Lamson  to  do  all  he 
could  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  the  Nansemond.  Lieutenant 
I^mson  expects  to  go  up  the  river  on  the  arrival  of  the  tug  Alert,  whose 
rudder  has  been  repaired  and  is  being  shipped,  with  the  assistance  of 
a  diver. 

Lientenant  Gushing  surmises  that  the  rebels  may  be  masking  bat- 
teries to  protect  tiieir  crossing. 

S«  P.  L££, 
Bear-AdmiruL 


Suffolk,  April  15, 1803. 
Admiral  Lkb: 

There  has  been  a  large  force  on  the  Upper  Nansemond  all  day,  but 
they  have  been  prevented  firom  crossing.  I  fear  they  will  attempt  this 
to-night.  If  your  boats  can  arrive  at  once  we  shall  be  able  to  hold  the 
river. 

PBOK, 
Ma^'OmiraL 


BoANOKE  Island,  April  15, 1863. 

OBin&BAL :  The  inclosed  letter  was  sent  open  to  me  yesterday  at  the 
blockade  below  Washington  to  be  forwarded  through  General  Dix.  I 
immediately  ran  here  to  have  them  forwarded  by  the  commanding 
officer  here.    Dispatches  for  Admiral  Lee  go  at  the  same  time. 

The  expedition  under  (General  Spinola,  mentioned  in  General  Fos- 
ter's letter,  returned  to  New  Berne  the  third  day  after  it  left>.  Grcneral 
8.  decided  that  his  force  was  entirely  too  small  to  attempt  to  push  its 
way  to  Washington. 

As  soon  as  I  heard  of  his  intention  to  return  I  determined  that  men 
and  supplies  could  be  sent  through  the  blockade,  and  I  placed  one  reg- 
iment, with  a  quantity  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  on  board  a  river 
steamer  and  went  with  them  myself.  After  some  little  delay  on  ac- 
count of  weather  and  the  fears  of  the  pilot  t  succeeded  by  threatening, 
promising  pecuniary  reward,  &c.,  to  push  the  boat  through.  The  navy 
gunboats  ran  up  to  the  blockade  to  assist  in  case  of  accident.  The 
steamer  went  through  safBly,  I  think.  She  was  lying  (as  I  am  informed 
l^  a  signal  officer)  safely«it  the  wharf  in  Washington  yesterday. 

There  are  more  troops  and  supplies  near  the  blockade  ready  to  be 
pushed  in  if  General  Foster  wishes  them. 

General  Wessells,  who  arrived  in  New  Berne  the  day  before  I  left,  in- 
forms me  in. a  dispatch  of  yesterday  that  the  enemy  are  assembling  a 
force  at  Swansborough.  From  there  the.v  threaten  Beaufort,  Morehead 
City,  Fort  Macon,  and  the  railroad.  This,  I  think,  is  only  to  prevent 
our  sending  too  many  of  our  ibices  from  here  toward  Washington. 

Lieutenant-Commander  Flusser,  a  bold,  energetic  naval  officer,  has 
arrived  to  take  command  of  the  fleet  below  the  blockade,  and  I  think 
he  will  be  able  to  reduce  or  cripple  the  batteries  on  the  river. 

A  force  (a  brigade,  one  battery,  and  two  companies  of  cavalry)  has 
been  sent  by  General  Wessells  again  in  the  direction  of  Washington  to 
divert  the  attention  of  the  enemy  from  Washington. 
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The  foroe  at  preaeDt  at  New  Berne,  effeotive  strength,  ig  in  the  neigh 
borhood  of  9,000.  I  can  still  send  a  foroe  to  GtoneMi  Foeter  and  hold 
the  place. 

I  am,  general,  very  reepecthilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMER, 
BrifftMer-  OmmrmL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YutainiA,  Bxyshth  Abut  Gobps, 

Fort  JfoartM,  AjrriZ  17,  1803. 

Bappooed  to  be  for  ICaior-General  Halleoh,  and  reepectftilly  forwarded. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor-OeneraL 

Stbamxb  Thomas  Ooltbb,  AprU  IS,  1803. 

M%|.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fosteb,  TJ.  S.  V., 

Waahingtany  N.  0.  : 

General  :  Yesterday  year  dispatches  for  Admiral  Lee  and  General 
Dix  were  received,  and  as  soon  as  I  was  asmixed  of  the  safe  arrival  at 
Washington  of  the  Escort  I  determined  to  ran  to  Boanoke  and  direct 
the  dispatches  forwarded  from  there.  I  wrote  to  General  Dix,  inform- 
ing him  of  what  had  occorred  since  yonr  letter  was  written.  I  also 
notified  the  admiral  of  the  arrival  of  Lientenant-Oommander  Flnsser. 

1  received  the  dispatch  from  General  Wessells  informing  of  the 
assembling  of  the  enemy  of  Swansborongh.  From  there  they  threaten 
the  railro^,  Morebead  City,  &c.  Give  me  yonr  advice,  if  possible,  as 
to  the  best  mode  of  ojierating  in  that  direction.  It  was  my  intention 
to  ran  immediately  back  to  the  blockade,  bnt  I  will  return  to  New 
Berae  to  see  the  state  of  afOEurs  there,  in  order  to  get  more  men  and 
supplies  in  case  yon  should  need  them. 

Please  inform  me  if  you  wish  the  forwarding  of  these  to  be  continned. 
I  think  Oaptain  Flnsser  will  change  the  aibirs  at  the  blockade  some- 
what. 

The  Colyer  needs  a  fow  hours'  work  on  her,  which  she  can  have  done 
while  her  cargo  is  getting  ready.  It  is  my  impression  that  any  amount 
of  men  and  supplies  can  be  sent  through. 

Four  thousand  men  were  ordered  from  the  Fourth  Army  Oorps  to 
re-enforce  here,  and  I  sent  transi>ortation  to  GatesviUe  for  them.  The 
order  was  countermanded,  and  I  expect  the  transports  to  return  imme- 
diately. Fighting  at  Suffolk,  where  papers  say  that  Longstreet  has 
been  driven  oack.  Nothing  positive,  however,  is  known. 
Yery  hastily,  respectfully,  yours, 

L  N.  PALMBB, 
Brigadier-fhi^erdlj  U.  A  VolwHUen. 


United  States  Flagkbhip  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  Newi^  Va.j  April  15, 1863—4.30  p.  m. 
B.  B.  Fosteb, 

Aist.  Adjt.  Qm.  for  General  Peokj  Suffolk^  Va. : 

Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  the  enemy  had  not  crossed  at  1.15 
o'clock  to-day. 

The  tug  which  brought  his  report  says  all  is  quiet  on  the  Lower  Nan- 
semond,  and  our  boats  moving  between  Hallowing  Point  and  the  ob- 
structions at  Western  Branch. 
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The  boots  were  diiven  dieabled  oat  of  the  npx)er  Nansemoud  yeater- 
day.  The  navy  boats  will  do  all  in  their  power  to  assist  yon,  bat  I  fear 
those  I  ooald  send  this  morning  may  not  from  their  draaght  be  able  to 
cross  the  obstrootions. 

8.  P.  LEE, 
AeUmg  Bear-AdmirdL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  AfrU  16, 1863—9^  a.  m. 

lC%|or-G^eral  Halubok,  OenerdMhOkirf : 

My  lines,  which  extend  along  the  Nansemond  from  month  of  West 
Branch  to  swamp  on  the  left,  are  oocnpied,  and  are  abont  16  miles  in 
length.  The  enemy  has  failed  to  tnm  either  flauk  and  has  not  dared 
an  assault.  Longstreet  is  resolved  npon  getting  in  if  possible.  He  is 
catting  oat  extensive  roads,  destroyed  and  blocked.  Parties  were 
sent  to  blow  np  calverts,  bat  Mled.  My  roads  are  well  guarded.  If 
I  hold  my  flanks,  he  will  be  comi)elled  to  assault  after  shelling  from 
commanding  ground.  He  has  a  great  preponderance  of  artilleiy  as 
wcfl  as  other  branches. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

FOBT  MOHBOB,  Va.,  April  16, 186S— 10.30  a.  m. 

(Keceived  11.30  a.  m.) 

Mai.  Cton.  H.  W.  Haujsok,  OeneralAn'Okitf: 

General  Peck's  dispatch,  just  forwarded,  will  inform  you  of  the  state 
of  things  this  morning.  I  have  given  him  every  man  that  can  be  spared 
from  Norfolk,  and  have  taken  care  of  the  army  supplies  there,  so  that 
if  the  enemy  should  succeed  in  crossing  the  river  and  should  move  on 
that  city  he  will  find  nothing  except  coal.  No  trooi)s  have  arrived  yet. 
If  I  had  10,000  men  I  could  land  at  Smithfield,  take  the  enemy  in  the 
rear,  and  make  his  movement  on  Suffolk  a  very  disastrous  one  to  him. 
Indeed,  we  should  have  that  additional  force  under  any  circumstances, 
as  the  number  of  men  and  quality  of  material  at  Suffolk  is  too  great  to 
be  pat  at  haianL 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M4;^'€hnerak 

Wab  Depabtment, 
Washingtanj  April  16, 1863—10  a.  m. 

Ms^or-General  Dix,  Fmrt  Monroej  Va, : 

Have  re-enforcements  begun  to  arrive  f  Send  back  transports  as 
rapidly  as  possible;  they  are  greatly  needed  here. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK. 

OeHeraHH-Ohiqf. 

NOBFOLK,  April  16, 1863. 

(Beceived  12.10  p.  m.) 
Mi^or-General  Halleok: 

No  troops  arrived  an  hour  ago  Then  I  left  Fort  Monroe.  Not  a  mo- 
ment shall  be  lost  in  the  retun  of  transports.  Wires  are  down  to 
Sufiolk.    I  hope  it  is  acddentaL 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
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WashhigtoKy  D.  0.J  April  16, 1863. 
Mi^ior-General  Dec: 

Every  transport  that  ooold  be  spared  was  sent  with  troops.  When 
any  of  die  vessels  return  it  will  be  determined  whether  more  troops  can 
be  sent  to  yon. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK 

€hii0ral4i^Vhitf. 


BXJFWOLX^  Ya.,  April  16, 1863. 

(Beoeived  7.20  p.  m.) 
Af%j.  Gton.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OenertU-m-Ohirf: 

My  lines  are  still  secnre.  Only  one  gnnboat  is  here.  Two  are  feel- 
ing their  way  np,  in  concert  with  my  batteries.  Deserters  say  Long- 
street  has  been  disappointed  in  his  operations  against  Suffolk.  He 
assured  his  troops  they  would  be  in  this  place  last  Monday. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 
Miliar  Oei^eral,  Oommamdmg. 


BVFWOLK^  Va^  AprU  16, 1863. 
Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix: 

I  hold  the  line  of  the  river  intact  Have  urged  the  boats  to  tedL  their 
way  np  under  our  protection.    All  safe  yet. 

The  enemy  is  cutting  out  extensive  roads  that  we  obstructed  for  miles, 
and  will  i)erhaps  move  around  more  to  the  right  Push  on  the  men  ana 
guns. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqiar-ChiermL 

Suffolk,  April  16, 1863. 
General  Dec  and 
General  Viele: 

I  have  doubled  my  patrols  on  both  railroads.  Individuals  are  trying 
to  get  in  and  blow  up  the  culverts.  One  of  my  men  was  killed  while 
guarding  the  wire. 

PECK, 
Ma^ar-OmeroL 


Suffolk,  Ya«,  April  16, 1868. 
General  Dix: 

Have  been  on  my  lines  all  day.  We  hold  the  enemy's  forces  in  check, 
and  I  hope  he  will  not  be  able  to  get  over  the  river.  Only  the  Smitu 
Briggs  is  here.  One  or  two  boats  are  feeling  their  way  up  slowly  in 
connection  with  the  troops  along  the  shore.  Longstreet  must  be  wait- 
ing for  Hill,  who  can  come  by  rail  via  Weldon.  All  parties  distinctly 
state  that  such  a  combination  was  made.  They  want  the  whole  line  of 
the  James  a  port  for  their  iron-dads,  and  will  ere  long  draw  in  their 
lines. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mnifar-CmerdL 
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UlflTSD  BTATBB  FLACHSHIP  MmNBSOTAy 

April  16, 1863—1  a.  m. 
(General  Pbok: 

Tour  dispatch  is  just  received.  We  have  now  four  vessels  in  the 
Nausemond  with  orders  to  do  their  best  to  prevent  the  enemj  from 
crossing  it.  I  fear  that  but  one  of  these  will  be  able  to  get  above  the 
obstructions.  Two  of  oar  lightest  draughts  have  returned  disabled. 
The  vessels  expected  from  the  Potomac  Imve  not  arrived. 

8.  P.  LBE, 
Aeiimg  Bear-AdmraL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YiBOiniA,  Sbtxnth  Army  Gobps, 

Fart  Monroe^  April  16, 1863. 
Admiral  Lbb: 

Every  disposable  man  has  been  put  on  the  river.  I  have  re-enforced 
General  Peck  to  the  extent  of  my  ability.  If  your  gunboats  could  fee] 
their  way  up  we  could  protect  them  from  our  side.  The  West  End  was 
disabled,  but  went  up  arain  at  6  last  evening.  Our  line  is  intact  as 
yet    I  am  just  going  to^orf61k  to  be  back  to-night 

JOHJN  A.  DIX, 

Mqjar-OeneraL 


UmTHD  States  FuLChSHip  Muvnssota, 

Off  Newport  NewSj  April  16,  1863. 

Msi.  Gen*  John  A«  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

O&mdg.  Seventh  Army  Oarpe,  Fartreee  Manroej  Va,: 

Gbnbbal  :  The  master  of  the  bark  Bdisto  informed  me,  in  his  letter 
of  March  22,  that— 

While  lying  at  uiohor  in  the  month  of  the  PotonuMS  River,  with  a  head  wind,  the 
captain  of  the  port  of  Fortress  Monroe  oame  up  and  hoarded  my  vessel  and  demanded 
my  papers,  as  he  suspected  oontrahand  goods,  and  after  a  carefal  overhauling  of  the 
same  said  they  were  all  right,  but  ordered  me  into  Hampton  Roads. 

Did  Captain  Millward  order  the  Edisto  here  after  he  had  ascertained 
that  she  was  all  right  and  had  notified  her  master  f  If  so,  was  the 
Edisto  commanicated  with  by  the  army  aathorities  and  notified  that 
she  could  proceed  on  her  voyage  after  her  arrival  outside  the  guard 
ship  and  before  she  attempted  to  run  into  the  Beads  f  I  ask  the  favor 
of  a  reply  at  your  convenience,  for  my  report  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfidly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bear-AdmirtUj  Oomdg.  K.  Atlantic  Bhohading  Squadron. 


FoBT  Monroe,  April  16, 1863. 
Bf%}or-GeneTal  Pbok: 

Just  returned  from  Norfolk.    Troops  are  arriving  and  will  be  sent 
01  er  without  delay. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor-OeneraL 
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HRABQUABTUUI  FOITBTH  AbMT  GORPS, 

Yarktaum,  AprU  16, 1863. 
M%}orGeiieral  Dix, 

Commanding  Department  of  Virginia^  Fort  Monroe : 

The  enemy's  pickets  are  iu  WiUiamsborgy  and  Governor  Wise^s  tioops 
have  taken  and  paroled  as  prisoners  of  war  two  cavalrymen  who  were 
acting  as  nurses  to  the  insane — to  those  whom  Governor  Wise  styled 
Virginia's  ^Mittle  ones,"  and  as  belonging  to  a  '^hospital  the  most  ex- 
empt of  all  ljx)m  the  least  toaoh  of  war.''  I  have  ordered  Dr.  Wager 
and  the  two  paroled  oavabymen  to  withdraw  ftom  the  asylom. 

B.  D.  EETE8, 

Majwr-QeneroL 


Fort  Monror,  Va.,  Amril  10, 1863. 

(Received  6  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Genm'al'in-  Chief: 

I  send  a  dispatch  from  Genend  Foster  of  the  12th.  I  have  one  from 
General  Palmer  of  the  15th  saying  that  a  river  steamboat,  with  sapplies 
of  provisions  and  ammanition  and  a  regiment^  had  mn  the  biodcade, 
and  was  safe  at  the  wharf  at  Washington  the  14th : 

FoBT  WASHnroTOir,  N.  C,  4prfl  IS,  1663. 
Ifi^.  U«n.  H.  W.  3ALLBCK : 

Obhibal:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  no  very  material  change  hi  the  poeitioii 
of  opposinff  foroee  aroond  this  town  has  taken  pbMM  shioe  the  date  of  my  lettw  of  the 
6th  instant.  The  enemy  has  been  oonstantly  at  work  erecting  batteries,  and  now  has 
in  ftill  operation  six  batteries,  mounting  seven  gone,  on  this  side  of  the  river,  north 
side  of  tne  town,  and  three  batteries,  mounting  six  guns,  on  the  sonth  side  of  the 
river  opposite  the  town.  Added  to  these  are  the  batteries  erected  to  prevent  boats 
coming  np  the  river,  some  miles  down.  The  gans  are,  however,  mostly  rifled,  of 
small  oauDcr,  none  being  larger  than  SO-ponn&r  Panotts,  except  one  3d-poonder 
smooth-bore.  The  works  of  uie  defonsivehave  kept  pace  with  toe  offensive,  being 
always  a  little  ahead,  and  the  lesnlt  of  each  day's  firing  has  been  the  silencing  of  the 
enemy's  batteries,  foroing  them  to  withdraw  tneir  ffuns  from  sight.  The  firing  on 
both  sides  is  quite  sharp  for  a  short  time  each  day.  No  killed  or  wounded  since  my 
last  letter.  The  force  that  I  directed  to  march  for  my  relief  from  New  Berne  has  not 
as  yet  exhibited  any  result.  General  Palmer  reports  that  the  advance  guard  left 
New  Berue  on  Wednesday  under  General  Spinola.  The  latter  general  was  under  the 
impression  that  the  whole  force  in  his  front  was  16,000  men,  double  his  own  force.  I 
have  therefore  to  renew  my  application  for  re-enforcements,  and  that  the  number  be 
increased  to  10,000  men;  slso  for  General  Naglee,  who  has  oeen  ordered  to  report  to 
me.  He  hurried  off  as  soon  as  possible  to  t&e  command  of  the  operating  force.  I 
am  confident  that  1  can  hold  out  here  provided  I  am  supplied  with  ammunition  and 
provisions  from  below.  There  is  no  great  difficulty  in  supplying  us  by  means  of  ves- 
sels and  boats  running  the  gauntlet  ot  the  batteries:  ana  al&ough  the  gunboats  and 
our  transports  have  not  as  yet  ftdftlled  our  expectations  in  this  respect,  yet  I  am  in- 
fonned  by  General  Palmer  that  arrangements  are  now  made  to  send  me  supplies  of 
men  and  ammuuition.  I  do  not  intend  to  yield  one  inch  on  any  point  if  I  can  in  any 
way  prevent  it,  and  shall  therefore  contest  the  occupation  of  this  place  until  General 
Hill  is  forced  to  withdraw.  I  beg  that  you  will  look  £svorably  upon  my  applicatioD 
for  reH)nforcements,  unless  the  necessities  of  the  service  forbid  it,  for  witnout  them 
some  disaster  to  oar  arms  may  ocoar  in  this  department.  The  enemy^s  numbers  are 
fally  eonal  to  the  representations  in  my  letters  of  last  month,  and  from  their  move- 
ments I  am  confirmed  in  my  opinion  that  as  soon  as  the  maiu  army  is  forced  to  evac- 
uate Virginia  the  field  of  operations  will  be  this  State:  hence  their  efforts  to  obtain 
possession  of  the  eastern  counties,  which  are  the  most  fertile  in  the  State. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Meter-OmenU,  Commtmikie. 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 

M^far-OmmrmL 


Naw  BBBin,  v.  &,  Afril  19^  188& 

(Beodved  April  17,  IL20  p.  m.) 
Hi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  HALZJKXK9 

I  left  Washington,  ^ .  G^  yesterday  morning  and  ran  past  the  rebel 
batteries  in  the  steamer  Bsoort,  which  had  readied  Washington  die 
previous  night  with  the  Fifth  Bhode  Island  Volunteers  and  supplies  on 
board.  My  object  is  to  take  the  field  at  the  head  of  the  relieving  forces 
and  to  fight  a  decisive  battle,  but  I  am  not  sore  of  the  result.  I  have 
sent  two  dispatches  for  re-enforoements  flrom  the  Deimrtment  of  Vir- 
ginia, but  understand  none  can  be  sent  General  Naglee  shows  me  Gen- 
eral CuUum's  dispatch  of  the  13th  instant  saying  none  can  be  sent  from 
the  Department  of  the  South.  I  have  to  ask  again,  very  respectfully,  to 
have  the  detachment  of  the  Eighteentii  Army  Oorpk  now  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South,  ordered  bfusk  as  soon  as  possible,  inasmudi  as  the 
rebel  forces  at  Oharleston,  now  liberated  by  the  f^ure  of  the  attack,  will 
re-enforoe  the  already  large  force  in  this  State  against  which  I  am  now 
contending.  I  left  tiie  troops  in  Washington  in  good  spirits,  tihe  de- 
fianses  good,  and  everything  mvoraUe  f6r  holding  out  as  long  as  maybe 

J.  G.  FOBTEB, 


Naw  Bbbiib,N.  0.,  49^1  16, 118681. 

(Beoeived  April  18,  n.d6  a.  m.) 
im.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbox, 

I  have  been  obliged  to  concentrate  my  fbroes  in  sufiident  numbers  to 
meet  ttie  overpowering  forces  of  the  enemy  and  to  evacuate  Blizabeth 
Oity,  Winfield,  and  Plymouth.  This  stop  was  rendered  necessary  owing 
to  information  firom  Fort  Monroe,  showing  that  no  re-enf oroements  could 
be  expected  from  there,  and  fix)m  the  telegram  of  General  CuUum  to 
General  Kaglee  saying  that  no  troops  could  M  expected  from  the  Depart- 
ment of  the  South. 

J.  G.  FOSTBB, 
M€(far-€hHenUj  OammamtUng. 


Naw  BBSn,  N.  O.,  AfHl  16.  1868. 

(Beoeived  April  18, 11.20  p.  m.) 
Mai.  Geo.  H.  W.  Hallbgk, 

I  have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that  the  advance  of  Heckman's  brigade 
has  arrived  from  the  Department  of  the  South.  I  am  very  grateftu  for 
this  opportune  re-enforcement,  which  will  be  of  great  service  in  the  opera- 
tions which,  commendng  to-morrow,  will  culminate  in  a  battle  in  a  few 
days.  May  I  respectftilly  urge  a^in  the  necessity  of  transferring  the 
whole  of  the  detachment  of  the  Bighteeuth  Army  Corps  to  North  Caro- 
linaf  My  reason  for  reiteratiug  this  request  is  that  re-enforoements  are 
daily  arriving  to  General  D.  H.  Hill,  and  are  supposed  to  be  from  vi- 
cinity of  Charleston,  though  one  of  tnese  regiments  is  known  to  be  from 
Iiongstreet^s  force  on  the  Blackwater.  General  Longstreet  was  with 
Geiieral  Hill  in  conference  the  other  day  in  fkont  of  Washington,  N.  C. 
The  oldect  and  purpose  of  tlie  consultation  is  not  known,  but  roust  of 
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oonrse  have  been  in  regard  to  co-operation  of  the  forces  on  the  Black- 
water  and  of  North  Carolina,  and  from  the  presence  of  a  Virginia  brigade 
and  the  one  regiment  recently  arrived  from  the  Blaokwater  I  believe 
the  feint  to  be  on  the  Blackwater  and  the  real  attack  to  be  here.  These 
flEM^ts  are  submitted  for  yoor  consideration. 

J.  O.  FOSTER, 
Mtifar-Omiieralj  (kmmomdmg* 


FOBT  MONBOB,  April  17, 1863. 
M%for-General  Haixbok: 

Is  any  general  officer  to  come  with  the  troopsf 

JOHN  A.  DEt, 

OtmmvL 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt. 
AprU  17, 1808—12  noon. 

M%jor-G^eral  Diz,  Fori  Ifoaroe,  Fa.: 

Ton  already  have  a  larger  proportion  of  general  officers  than  we  have 
here;  nevertheless,  if  possible,  I  will  send  yon  another.  Whether  4,000 
more  troops  can  be  sent  to  yon  will  depend  upon  the  condition  of  a&irs 
when  the  transports  retnm.  In  any  forward  operations  by  yon  against 
the  enemy,  is  not  West  Point  the  proper  pointf  I  will  write  yon  mose 
fhlly  by  maiL 

H.  W.  HALLBOE, 

ChMraVvi^CkUf. 


WABmNOTON,  D.  C,  4pra  17, 1808. 

M%|or-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe^  Va, : 

GSNBBAL :  If  the  enemy  has  given  ap  his  attempt  upon  Suffolk  and 
Norfolk  it  is  probably  on  account  of  a  movement  of  Oeneral  Hooker. 
I  think  that  Lee's  main  army  will  be  massed  between  Richmond  and 
the  Rappahannock.  This  would  of  course  give  yon  an  opportunity  to 
operate  in  the  direction  of  Hicks'  Ford  or  Weldon,  to  destroy  the  rail- 
roads connecting  with  the  South.  Bat  would  that  be  a  safe  operation? 
Moreover,  would  it  not  be  contrary  to  principle  f  The  enemy  would 
be  between  you  and  Hooker's  army  ready  to  strike  at  either  '  Would 
he  not  in  hi8  central  position  have  the  same  advantage  over  you  and 
Hooker  which  he  had  last  year  over  McClellan  and  Pope  f  It  certainly 
seems  so  to  me. .  Moreover,  while  you  were  operating  south  of  Jameis 
iUver  might  not  the  enemy  recapture  Williamsburg  and  Yorktown  f 
Would  it  not  be  more  in  accordance  with  priuci])le^  for  yon  and 
Hooker  to  act  as  nearly  together  as  possible  and  at  the  same  time  to 
secure  your  smaller  force  from  the  enemy's  heavy  blows  t  Suppose 
while  Geueral  Hooker  operates  against  the  enemy's  front  you  threaten 
his  flank  auil  rear  by  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  in  such  a  way  as 
to  secure  your  own  retreat,  would  tiiere  not  be  greater  chance  of  suc- 
cess f  It  seems  to  mo  that  West  Poiut  furnishes  you  a  most  excellent 
base  for  su  h  an  operation.  With  the  gunboats  and  a  few  heavy  guns 
put  in  battery  it  could  be  made  secuie  against  greatly  superior  num- 
bers. Moreover,  while  aftbrding  assistance  to  Hooker's  oi>erations  it 
will  serve  as  a  protection  to  your  line  by  Williamsburg  and  Torktown. 
I  am  therefore  of  opinion  that  the  moment  yoa  can  safely  withdraw 
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from  the  south  side  of  James  Biyer  yoo  should  oocapy  WtbL 
Point  and  ox)erate  as  here  snggested.  The  movement  if  made  should 
be  prompt  and  rapid,  so  as  to  force  the  enemy  to  give  up  all  attempts 
upon  Suffolk  and  Norfolk. 

Please  inform  me  by  telegraph  whether  you  a4opt  my  views,  but 
witliout  stating  what  they  are. 

Very  respeotftilly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

OMMraMa-OMflf. 


FoBT  MOBBOB,  Ya.,  AgfU  17, 1863. 

(Beoeived  9  p.  m.) 
■illi  Gen.  H.  W.  HAT.TiBOir, 

We  need  field  artiUery  at  Suffolk  by  reason  of  the  extent  of  our  lines. 
If  yon  oan  said  two  or  three  batteries  it  would  be  a  great  reliet 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FoBT  MOBBOBy  April  17, 1888. 

ll%|or>General  Hallbox,  €hmeral4i^0ki^ : 

Everything  quiet  last  night.  Some  fighting  yesterday.  I  am  going 
up  the  Nansemond  this  morning.  Six  thousand  men  have  anivecL 
letteiday  we  oi^tuied  the  equipage  of  a  regiment. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^far-OmaraL 


FOBT  MOBBOB,  April  17, 1868. 
M^jor-General  Pbok: 

I  know  nothing  of  the  organiisation  of  the  troops  that  have  eome  and 
are  eoming.  I  have  sent  you,  with  the  Nineteenth  Wisconsin  and  Ninth 
Vermont,  about  5,000  men;  more  coming.  In  order  not  to  lose  a  mo- 
ment I  have  not  stopped  them  here.  Ton  must  use  them  as  you  think 
beat  I  am  not  even  advised  whether  a  general  officer  is  coming;  hope 
to  kam  this  morning. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqiar-GmteroL 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  17, 1863. 
GeDeral  Dxz: 

We  are  safe  on  the  river.  West  End  is  probably  below.  One  of  the 
boats  is  working  along  up  slowly  in  conjunction  with  the  troops.  I 
hold  five  points  with  artillery,  and  all  the  others  are  gnarded.  Gen- 
eral Hood  cannot  force  the  river  now. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Jfo^- Oamrro^. 

40  B  B— VOL  rvm 
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FOBT  MOHBOBy  Afrtt  17, 1 


M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

There  are  eight  Navy  ganboats  on  the  yaD«emoiid|  aix  at  and  bdow 
West  Branch.  The  enemy  must  cross  if  at  all  Riigh]  up.  The  battaty 
at  West  Branch  was  silenced  after  disabling  the  Teazer.  Lieutenant 
Cashing  is  confident  the  railroad  firom  Philadelphia*  is  reopened  sLod  the 
bridge  rebuilt    If  so,  the  enemy  is  at  ease  as  to  supplies. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqftfr'OmmrmL 

BtrvpoLX,  Yiu,  April  17,  IMS. 

Mi^or-General  Hallbok,  WagkingUm: 

It  gives  me  great  pleasure  to  say  that  I  hold  everything.  Tlieenfimy 
maneuvered  to  throw  me  oif  my  guard  on  the  river  below,  whidi  had 
the  effect  opposite  to  his  wishes.  Instead  of  withdrawing  I  re-enfinroed 
considerably.  New  troops  have  just  arrived.  Whether  they  anived 
or  not,  no  yielding  or  surrender  would  be  pennitted. 

J.  PBOK, 


i):r 


BravoUE,  Ya.,  Afril  17, 1888b 
M%|or-General  Dix: 

I  have  ordered  M%}or  Stratton  with  a  force  to  South  Mffls  to  hold 
that  outlet  at  all  hazuds  and  to  watch  Oeneral  Hill's  moves.  He  is 
Erected  to  communicate  with  any  troops  at  Bliisabeth  Oity.  My  Um 
will  be  the  Nanaemond  River,  the  Dismal  Swamp  to  the  Pasquotank 
River.    General  Yiele  will  of  oouiee  aid  all  he  can  with  his  men. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

tbifar-GmmmL 


BUFfOiX,  April  17, 1888. 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Dix: 

Longstreet  has  not  asked  far  the  women  and  children.  All  commu- 
nication is  cut  off  for  them,  and  they  can  set  no  supplies  fixun  without 
In  a  short  time  they  will  have  to  be  fed  oy  us.  I  bcJieve  I  shall  call 
upon  him  to  remove  them  or  feed  them. 

PBOK, 
Mtdar-GmiermL 


M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 


FoBT  MOHBOB,  AprU  17, 188BL 


More  troops  have  gone.  I  have  now  sent  7,400.  Give  me  evn 
morning  a  brief  rtfsiim«  of  the  preceding  twenty-four  hours,  and  I  win 
adviAfi  the  General-in-Ohief  I  think  of  going  up  the  Nansemond  this 
morning  to  West  Branch:  perhaps  higher  up. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Maior-Omeni, 
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FOBT  Moroos,  AfrU  17, 1868. 
]|^|ar-0«ueral  Pbok: 

Oolonel  Gnniey  is  in  oommaud.    He  is  Just  leaving.    It  is  a  rego- 

lariy  organized  division.    Foster  being  re-enforced,  Hill  cannot * 

Oan  yon  not  now  act  on  the  offensive  f  With  yonr  pmdence  I  shonld 
ftar  no  evil  result.  The  enemy  is  ftill  of  stratagem  and  ^nll  need  oaie- 
ftal  watching.    I  am  Jost  off  f6r  NansemoikL 

JOHK  A.  DDS:, 

BUVFOUE,  Va.,  4pra  17, 1868. 
General  Vmui: 

We  hold  everything  up  to  this  time.  Both  my  flanks  are  threatened. 
Longstreet  is  pressing  on  the  river.  He  is  building  batteries  at  Uie 
month  of  the  West  Branch.  Only  one  boat  is  with  me.  My  impres- 
sion is  he  cannot  force  a  passage.  Much  skirmishing  on  all  the  ave- 
noes  of  approach. 
Press  on  the  men.    Ad  vise  me  of  everything  yon  hear. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

M^far-OmaraL 

Nbw  BBBin^  N.  C,  AprU  17, 1868. 
Hi^.  Oen.  H.  W.  Haixbck, 

Om^eral-im-Ohirf: 

Being  abont  to  start  with  a  relieving  force  to  raise  the  siege  of  Wash- 
mgton,  I  learned  that  the  enemy  had  evacoated  the  batteries  in  front  of 
^^I^Mthington,  and  deserters  say  that  the  canse  was  that  they  were  or- 
deied  to  re-enforoe  the  army  in  Virginia.  1  shall  march  myself  with  my 
ftvoe  in  pnirait  and  endeavor  to  overtake  the  enemy. 

J.  G.  FOSTBB, 

Mqiar-GeneroL 

SXTVFOUE,  Va.,  April  17,  1863. 
General  Dix: 

I  expect  they  will  attempt  to  force  a  crossing  somewhere  in  the  dark- 
ness. Have  taken  great  pains  and  every  precaution.  One  of  the  rail- 
ways is  complete,  so  deserters  say.  All  activity  alongthe river.  Theii 
sharpshooters  are  veiy  numerous.  Have  yon  any  f  We  felt  the  enemy 
to-day  on  the  South  Quay  and  found  his  force  large.  Will  more  chil- 
dren loavalxyj  arrive  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mq^ar-GenerdL 

Suffolk,  April  17, 1868. 
Ibffcr-General  Dix: 

Tour  message  is  not  complete.  It  asks  if  I  can  act  offensively :  also 
says  yon  fear  evil  will  result,  as  enemy  is  fUll  of  stratagems.  Will  you 
repeat  it  f  My  opinion  is  that  we  shall  have  all  we  oin  do  to  hold  the 
Nansemond  and  Dismal  Swamp  and  Pasquotimk.  lam  pressing  them 
witii  light  troops,  and  brisk  firing  is  heanl  in  several  directions. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mn^'OmeraL 

hmomplBle  —  lit.    Honootdof  ikMieeeiTed. 
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Fort  Mohbos,  AprU  17, 1M8L 
M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

I  said  throagh  your  pnidenoe  there  would  be  do  evil  leecdt  from  your 
acting  offensively,  and  that  the  enemy  wae  fall  of  stratagemfi  and 
need^  close  watching.  I  have  Just  letnmed  from  West  Branoli. 
Brought  down  General  French's  engineer.  He  was  captured  this  mcm- 
ing  by  Lieutenant  Gushing's  picket.    Will  telegraph  again. 

JOHK  A.  DIX, 


BUWWOUL,  AfHl  17, 1863-AJIO  p.  a. 
M^jor-General  Dix: 

UntU  some  men  are  executed  in  front  of  Fort  Union  for  oowaidloe  I 
shall  not  feel  safe  in  my  responsible  command.  Some  oompanies  have 
behaved  very  badly,  and  the  example  is  highly  pemicioas.  I  must  try 
them,  and  moat  be  sustained  when  I  act. 

FOBT  MOHBOBy  itjN^  17,  IflSS. 

Miyor-General  Pbok,  Oowmamdimgj  BmJfoUc : 

You  will  be  sustained  in  any  measures  you  may  adopt  for  the  punish- 
ment of  cowardice  or  misbehavior  in  the  fhoe  of  the  enemy.  Try  the 
miscreants  at  once.    I  have  recommended  Golonel  Foster's  promotion. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€(ioT'€hti€tmL 

ToBXTOWN,  4pra  17,  IMS. 
M%|or-G^neral  Dix,  (kmmmMmg: 

Yesterday  I  found  a  rebel  battery  of  two  rAled  guns  (Lieutenant 
GiUis  thought  they  were  Whitworths)  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Pamun- 
key,  3  miles  above  West  Point.  They  fired  some  twenty  or  thirty  shots 
at  us,  which  fell  over  and  all  around  us,  but  none  struck  the  gunboat 
Hiis  morning  at  4  o'clock  I  noticed  the  glare  of  camp  fires  on  the  clouds 
on  the  Gloucester  side.  The  glare  represented  a  large  camp,  but  it  was 
probably  that  of  the  500  cavalry  over  there. 

Gk)vernor  Wise's  pickets  are  now  above  Williamsburg.  His  boast- 
ing to  take  the  forts  has  not  yet  been  made  good. 

As  it  is  represented  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  are  on  the  borders  of 
absolute  starvation  I  have  ordered  up  ten  days'  rations  and  sent  back 
the  paroled  attendants. 

B.  D.  EBYBS, 

Mqiar-OmmrmL 


HBADQITABTBBS  FotTBTH  ABMT  GOBPfl^ 
OFFIOB  of  THB  ASSIBTAirr  ABJUTAirr-GBVBBAL, 

Fart  Tarktownj  Fa.,  April  17, 1863. 

Lieutenant-Oolonel  Fabnbwobth, 

Chief  Quartermaster  Fourth  Oorpe: 

CoLOi^L:  The  commanding  general  is  informed  that  notwithstand- 
ing the  late  occupatirn  of  Williamsburg  by  the  rebel  forces  under  Gen- 
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end  Wise  and  the  coDseqoent  alMUidoDment  of  the  city  by  the  Union 
troops,  no  provision  whatever  has  been  made  for  the  support  of  the  in- 
mates of  the  lunatic  asylum,  tenanted  as  it  is  by  their  own  kith  and  kin 
and  by  a  class  of  patients  demanding  of  idl  the  civilized  world  the 
tenderest  care  and  solicitude. 

The  commanding  general  is  not  willing  that  the  imputation  of  inhu- 
manity and  want  of  civilization,  so  justly  chargeable  to  these  traitors  to 
their  country  and  enemies  of  their  own  blood,  should  rest,  even  with  the 
lightest  touch  of  seeming  truth,  upon  himself  or  those  in  bis  command 
as  representing  in  this  section  of  the  country  the  dignity  and  care  of 
the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Notwithstanding,  therefore,  that  many  of  the  servants  of  the  asylum 
and  nurses  of  its  inmates  were  forcibly  carried  away  by  the  rebels  and 
the  majority  of  the  others  have,  of  their  own  will,  abandoned  their 
charge;  notwithstanding  that  two  of  our  own  soldiers  placed  as  nurses 
to  the  lunatics  were  captured  and  paroled  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  not- 
witiistanding  that  the  city  of  Williamsburg  and  the  asylum  are  not 
occupied  by  the  forces  of  the  United  States  and  are  beyond  the  picket 
lines  of  those  forces,  yet,  in  the  name  of  humanity  and  Christianity, 
the  commanding  general  directs  that  a  ten  days'  supply  of  rations  for 
250  men  (that  being  about  the  number  of  inmates  at  present  in  the 
aff?lum)  be  sent  at  once  to  Williamsburg  to  be  delivered  at  once  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  asylum  for  the  use  of  its  inmates. 
Very  resx)eotftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  0.  SUYDAM, 
As9i9ta/iU  A^ffUant-C^eiertU. 


YOBXTOWN,  Ya.,  April  17, 1863. 
OoL  B.  M.  West, 

Commanding  Advameed  Brigade: 

Johnson's  regiment  will  remain  with  you  for  the  present  at  least;  they 
bad  better  make  camp,  and  shelter  tents  will  be  furnished  them  on 
requisition  to-morrow.  The  general  has  urged  the  matter  of  a  gunboat 
near  yon  on  James  Biver,  but  Admiral  Lee  says  that  it  cannot  be  fui* 
Dished ;  consequently  the  whole  left  flank  on  the  river  £rom  a  short  dis- 
tance above  Newport  News  is  open  and  will  need  constant  watching.  A 
squadron  of  the  Second  Massachusetts  Cavalry  ¥nll  report  to  you  to-mor- 
row; they  will  have  shelter  tents;  they  are  about  100  strong.  The  gen- 
eral desires  that  Mr.  Sweeny  make  an  official  written  application  for  the 
protection  asked  for  the  asylum,  stating  on  what  it  is  based ;  he  will 
then  give  it  the  proper  consideration.  Meantime  be  desires  that  Mr. 
Sweeny  be  furnished  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Colonel  Farnsworth  in 
regutl  to  sending  the  supplies  to  the  asylum,  that  General  Wise  may 
learn  in  what  estimation  he  is  held.  Migor  HaU  has  not  seen  the  gen- 
ial, who  directs  that  you  picket  your  left  as  strongly  as  possible  with 
the  forces  which  will  be  at  your  command. 

0.  C.  SUYDAM, 
A»9istant  Adjutant-OenenU, 


FoBT  MOKBOB,  Va.,  AprU  17,  1863. 
ilLsi.  Oen«  J.  O.  Fosteb: 

Mt  Deab  Gbnbbai.  :  Your  dispatch  went  to  Gtoeral  Halleck  last 
evening.    A  letter  firom  General  Palmer  three  days  later  (the  15th)  in- 
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formed  as  fihst  yoa  bad  reoeived  a  legiment,  with  lunmnnitkm  andpiD- 
viaionBy  tbroagh  the  blockade. 

I  am  very  sorry  I  cannot  aid  yom  Soffolk  is  oloaely  invested  bgr 
Longstreet  with  over  30,000  men.  The  left  bank  of  the  Nauaemond  to 
the  West  Branch  is  occupied.  Oar  gunboats  hold  the  river  and  ma- 
vent  the  enemy  from  crossing,  bat  he  has  disabled  several  of  them,  we 
have  oar  hands  falL  I  have  jost  retamed  from  the  West  Branch,  wheie 
^he  enemy  has  a  battery  and  rifle-pits,  from  which  the  firing  is  incesBant. 

We  captured  G^eral  Fi^ench's  engineer  to-day. 

Thus  far  the  enemy  has  gained  no  advantage  over  as. 

Trusting  your  gallant  resistance  may  be  saooessfhl,  I  am,  ainoerely, 
yours* 

JOHN  A.  BIX. 


Unitbd  Btatbb  Flachship  MnnffEsoTA, 

OffNmepart  NeiM,  Va^  April  17, 1883. 
M%jor-General  Fostbb^ 

Commanding  Milttarff  Department  of  North  OaroUna : 

Mt  Dbab  Gbnbral  :  I  am  glad  to  hear  by  the  steamer  Spaulding 
that  yon  are  at  New  Berne.  The  experience  attending  your  escape 
will  give  you  a  practical  idea  of  the  difference  between  Sie  endurance 
and  capabilities  of  frail,  improvised  wooden  gunboats  and  earthworks. 
I  saw  in  the  papers  that  a  brigade  hesitated  to  land  and  attack,  bat 
waited  for  the  little  Lockwood  to  dlence  a  b^tttery  of  Add  artillery  oc- 
cupying earthworks  which  the  enemy  had  abandoned  last  spring. 

I  mention  this  now  that  yoa  are  in  less  trouble,  as  in  your  private 
letter  from  Washington  you  speak  of  the  gunboats  as  having  too  much 
veneration  for  such  batteries.  The  Army  places  a  complimentary  but 
exaggerated  opinion  upon  the  capabilities  of  these  gunboats. 

In  the  Mississippi  a  scattered  battery  of  six  small  field  pieces  di4 
great  damage  to  two  regular  Navy  gunboats  commanded  by  gallant 
officers.  Here,  at  this  time,  on  the  narrow  Upper  Nansemond,  a  miser- 
able creek,  our  frail,  light-armed,  light-draught  steam-craft,  called  gun- 
boats, with  their  powder  and  steam  magazines  and  their  machinery  all 
so  exposed  and  so  vulnerable,  are  fighting  the  enemy's  arttllery  and 
sharpshooters  with  great  gallantry  and  sustaining  much  loss  in  kiUed, 
wounded,  and  injury  to  the  vessels,  which  are  much  cut  up,  grounding, 
and  having  no  water  to  work  in. 

The  combat  would  be  much  more  equal  if  our  troops  fought  theirs 
with  like  means,  as  they  should  do,  but  somehow  they  don't  see  it. 

The  calls  so  numerous  and  so  constant  for  gunboats  to  defend  army 
posts  are  distressing,  because  so  earnest  and  so  much  beyond  my  means 
to  supply. 

This  important  point  ^Newport  News),  upon  the  preservation  of  which 
tihe  public  interests  in  tnis  quarter,  the  seat  of  Government,  and  even 
the  communications  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  dejiend,  is  weakened 
in  its  movable  force  to  assist  the  army  in  its  occupation  of  its  manv 
detached  and  assailable  positions  in  the  Sounds  and  here ;  but  I  win 
write  you  a  brief  official  letter  on  this  subject. 

As  I  have  before  proposed  to  you,  these  detached  and  weak  positions 
should  be  abandoned  and  our  forces  concentrated,  then  we  can  attack 
instead  of  being  attacked  in  detail.  This  concentration  cannot  be  ef- 
fected as  respects  the  naval  force  until  it  is  done  by  the  army,  as  the 
gunboats  are  required  at  the  principal  positions  occupied  by  the  army. 
Therefore  the  change  depends  upon  you  there  fund  General  Dix  hero. 
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l4urt  spring  we  oonoentrated  and  defeated  the  eaemy.  8iiioe  then  we 
ha?e  spiead  oat  and  now  the  enemy  is  attacking  ns  in  detaiL  If  not  too 
late.  I  snggest,  as  I  did  last  &11  when  my  views  were  eommnnioated  by 
the  I^avy  to  the  War  Department,  radng  all  their  works.  Their  works 
axe  nnmerons  in  this  vieinity,  tempting  a  straggle  f6r  reoecapation  and 
giving  them  a  great  advantage  if  reoooapied.  I  have  and  shidl  make 
every  effort  to  oo-operate  wiui  yoa. 

The  interest  I  feel  in  this  great  sabject  will  be  sofBdent  to  exonse  the 
freedom  with  which  I  oommanioate  my  views  in  reply  to  yoar  private 
letter  of  the  12th  instant,  which  I  parUy  answered  on  the  lOtti  instant 
Heartily  wishing  yoa  sncoess,  I  am,  very  traly,  years, 

&  P.  LBB, 
Adg.  Bmr-Adrnkdlf  Oomig.S'.  AUmMc Biodrndlmg  Sgminm. 


TJmrmD  Statbs  FLAChsmp  MimiBaoTA, 

Of  Newport  NmffBj  April  17, 1868. 
M^i.  Oen.  Jomr  A.  Dix: 

OmnnuL:  I  send  yon  a  copy  of  a  sketeh  received  this  evening  by 
the  Spaalding  showing  that  the  enemy  has  reoccnpied  his  old  ^rth- 
works  at  Washington,  N.  0.  This  experience  snstains  the  views  I  have 
heretofore  presented  for  yoar  consideration. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  lespeotftilly,  yoars, 

&  P.  LBB, 
4fffftij  Jfcsr  AdMJniL 

Nhab  Gobs  Cbsre:,  N.  O., 

April  17,  [18081—1.45  p.  m. 
MentenantOohmel  HonxAir : 

OoLOifiSL:  I  have  received  yoar  dispatch  of  this  date,  and  shall  ob- 
serve its  contents.  The  enemy's  pickets  were  driven  in  on  the  railroad 
last  night  and  at  crossing  of  Dover  road,  lliey  were  driven  ftom  thdr 
intienchments  after  the  forcing  of  the  creek.  We  have  1  man  Idlled 
and  4  wonnded  and  taken  4  prisoners.  The  position  on  the  railroad 
has  no  weakness  save  that  it  may  be  tamed. 

Beepeotfjdly,yoany  

HBXTBT  PBDTOB, 


VXAB  OOBS  Obsbk,  N.  0., 

Apra  17, 1868—7^5  p.  nu, 
JUentenant-Oolonel  HonxAir: 

OoLomsL :  We  have  entertained  the  enemy  very  mach  to-day ;  daring 
the  entire  day  we  iiave  occapied  his  attention.  My  best  information  is 
that  besides  Nethercatt^s  300  men  there  is  a  regiment,  tiie  Thir^-thiid 
[Sixty-third]  North  Carolina,  at  Wise's  Cross-Koads;  Kansom's  brigade 
a  mile  or  so  this  side  of  Einston.  We  have  observed  evidences  of  a 
force  on  the  railroad,  4  miles  in  our  front,  and  we  have  ramors  of  a 
force  at  Sandy  Bidge  fortified.  We  are  encamped  on  the  east  side  of 
Core  Creek,  holding  the  railroad  crossing  and  the  Dover  Crossing  with 
pickets  beyond  the  creek. 
Tears,  traly, 

HENRY  PEINCE. 
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FOBT  MOBBOB, YAt^pHI  IS,  1888. 

(Beoeiyed  1^  p.  ou) 
Miy.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Your  di8x>atch,  by  lieutenant  Beaomont,  is  reoetved.  I  have  long 
been  in  favor  of  oocnpying  the  point  referred  to.  Will  write  flilly  1^ 
maiL  May  go  to  Suffolk  to-dav.  It  is  closely  invested.  I  was  up  to 
tiie  enemy's  batteries  on  the  JNansemond  yesterday.  They  have  re- 
opened the  raihxMid  from  the  Blackwater  and  are  redoubling  tiieir 
efforts.    One  gunboat  was  disabled  yesterday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FOBT  MOBBOB,  Ya^  AffU  18. 1883—8  p.  m. 

(Beeeiyed  aiO  p.  bl) 
Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

I  have  been  all  day  in  Suffolk.  We  have  asoertained  that  the  en- 
emy's force  is  about  38,000.  There  are  ibur  divisions.  The  largest 
€h9neral  Hood's,  numbers  11,000.  They  have  come  for  a  campaign  ana 
not  for  a  raid  or  a  diversion.  Hill's  force  in  North  Oarolina,  numbering 
22,000,  was  to  have  Joined  them.  Longstreet,  French,  Pickett,  Hood, 
and  Anderson  are  before  Suffolk.  I  telegraphed  (General  Pe<^  yester- 
day to  prepare  to  act  on  the  oflbnsive,  and  went  over  to-day  to  confer 
with  him  on  the  subject.  He  will  attack  a  battery  to-night,  and  if  he 
succeeds  he  will  attack  one  of  the  enemy's  divisions  to-morrow  in  force. 
1  will  write  you  in  foil  in  a  day  or  two  in  regard  to  this  department  and 
the  views  contained  in  your  letter. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Hqfor-OeimroL 


FoBT  MOBBOB,  YA^Apra  la,  IMS. 

(Beoeived  1L50  p.  m.) 
Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Dispatches  from  General  Foster  state  that  General  Hill  has  abandoned 
Washington.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  to  carry  out  the  plan  of  recapturing 
Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  Our  information,  i^m  a  varied  of  sources,  shows 
Uiat  this  is  the  settled  purpose  of  tlie  enemy,  and  I  am  satisfied  that 
nothing  but  a  vigorous  and  successfal  movement  on  the  part  of  General 
Hooker  can  prevent  the  intended  co-operation  of  Hill  and  Longstreet, 
with  60,000  men,  on  the  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


SlTFOLK,  Ya.,  April  18,  ISOw 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Chneralii^OJUtf: 

General  Longstreet  has  been  made  a  lieutenant-general.  Mojor-GeB* 
eral  French  has  joined  him,  and  is  in  command  of  Southeast  virgiidai 
His  chief  engineer  was  taken  yesterday  laying  out  works.    No  ohaage 
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In  die  enemy's  position,  so  ikr  as  can  be  ascertained.  He  is  still  press- 
ing my  riglit,  and  hopes  to  first  destroy  the  gnnboats  and  then  cross 
under  his  batteries.    He  will  not  succeed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


FOBT  MONBOB,  AprU  18, 18d3. 
Hi^r-General  Peok: 

I  sent  a  12-ponnder.  I  expect  carriages  from  Washington  to-day  and 
will  send  yon  some  Parxotts.  I  have  aiked  General  Ualleck  for  some 
caTafa^. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  April  18, 1883. 
M^jor-Ctoneral  Dix: 

The  captare  of  Mi^or-General  French's  engineer  indicates  some  con- 
nection with  North  Carolina.  Ceneral  French  ranks  many  of  these 
officers,  and  would  hardly  come  without  a  command.  What  is  the 
latest  from  North  Carolina  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Suffolk,  Va.,  April  18, 1863. 
M%|or-Qeneral  Dix: 

We  are  as  yesterday.  The  enemy  is  pressing  on  the  river.  Made 
several  attacks  on  the  Edenton  road  last  night.  Bichmond  Sentinel 
of  16th  says : 

Loiuntreet  oaimol  fiUL  He  U  *  gnat  gcnaEsL  snd  has  sU  the  maaitf  for  sreftt  mo- 
MMTliiffolk  U  to  fiOL 

WeahaDsee. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqfar-OeieraL 

Bttffolk,  Va.,  April  18, 1863. 
M%|or-Oeueral  Dix: 

We  stUl  hold  the  line  of  the  Nansemond.  During  yesterday  General 
Gtotty  and  the  naval  officers  reported  great  activity  on  the  part  of  the 
enemy  in  the  lower  part  of  the  river,  near  West  Branch;  extensive 
works  were  being  erected  and  everything  indicated  a  purpose  to  cross 
under  Are  of  their  batteries.  I  re-enforoed  them  to  the  extent  of  my 
ability,  and  sent  down  hay  for  the  protection  of  the  boats.  The  naval 
officers  think  one  bridge  is  opposite  Sleepy  Hole,  and  works  being 
erected. 

The  enemy  was  felt  of  smartly  on  all  the  roads  yesterday  and  found 
in  superior  numbers  at  all  points.  Unless  a  diversion  is  made  by  Qen- 
enl  Hooker,  or  in  some  quarter,  Longstreet  will  fortify  a  line  and  hold 
It  as  long  as  he  can.  I  wish  you  would  head  a  force  at  SmithfLeld. 
Hooker  or  Hunter  should  send  you  a  corps. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M^far-OmKermL 
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BUIVOIJE,  Yk.j  A]^l  IS,  IMSL 

Admiiiil  liKB,  Newport  UTemi: 

Men  who  have  oome  m  this  evening  any  the  rebels  have  ei|^t  iron 
boats  in  the  James  Biver  that  wiU  oome  down  so  as  to  threaten  the 
Nansemondy  Norfolk,  and  other  places.  He  will  attack  me  io-monow 
early,  and  will  attempt  to  cany  tiie  line  of  the  river.  I  hope  yoa  wiO 
be  able  to  send  me  soffident  light  boats  to  hold  it. 

JOHH  J.  PBCK, 


Uhitxd  Btatib  Flacheoup  IbiiiiaaoxA, 

Of  Newpari  Nmm^  F«^  4jpHI  IB^  IMBL 

1C%|.  Gen.  JoHH  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A^ 

Oommamiimg  Bm^mUh  Amf  OarpB,  Forkmt  Mamro§: 

BiB:  I  do  not  see  the  proprietor  of  contJnningoQr  saall  vwels  hi  ttis 
Upper  Nansemond,  which  is,  above  Westem^ranch,  a  mere  creek  or 
natural  canal,  and  unfit  for  the  operation  of  vessels,  now  that  the  enemy 
is  establishing  his  artillery  and  iCfie-pits  in  soah  strength  as  to  command 
that  communication. 

The  enemy  is  thus  occupying  in  force  the  left  bank  of  the  Upper  Nan- 
semond  with  earthworks  for  his  artilleiy  and  rifle-pits. 

Our  army,  re-enforced  since  yesterday,  may  now  oppose  the  enemyby 
occupying  in  like  manner  the  right  bank  of  that  small  stream.  The 
same  number  of  guns  we  now  have  on  the  Upper  Nansenumd  would  be 
better  employed  on  shore. 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  Lamson  not  to  remain  in  the  Upper  ITan 
semond  any  longer  than  his  communications  remain  open,  nor  so  long 
as  to  risk  his  ability  to  rtyoin  Lieutenant  Gushing  in  the  Lower  Nanse- 
mond.  Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  the  enemy  are  fortiQring  below 
hiuL 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftilly,  youis, 

&  P.  LHB, 
AOg.  Bmr-Admirulf  €amdg,  JT.  AUmUie  BiodMdmg  agminm. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  ov  ymannA,  Bkvjmth  Abmt  Oobm, 
Fort  Momroe^  Fa.,  April  la,  186^-4.30  p.  m. 
General  Fostbb: 

Oensbal*  The  following  telegraphic  dispatch  hasjust  been  received: 

W.4SBararov,  D.  O.,  AprU  H,  I88SL 

Mi^or-General  Doc: 

Pleaae  infimn  Genecal  Foster  by  fini  opportnidtj  thai  he  mart  not  expeet 
IbToemeiite  at  present^  as  none  cen  be  giTon  to  him.    His  pert  ie  ehnply  a  ~ 


H.  W.  HALLBCK. 

geaewf  ie  Cli<, 

I  am,  very  reepeotfiilly ,  yam, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^for-Omormk 
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Nbab  Cobb  Obbbx,  N.  0., 

AprU  18, 1863-^6^  p.  m. 
Ueatenant-Colonel  HoFFiuif: 

CoLOMBL:  My  troops  have  been  nearly  all  of  them  oooopying  poai- 
tiona  in  advance  of  Gore  Creek  to-day,  for  the  purpose  of  covering  the 
operation  of  destroying  the  bridge  at  the  Neose-road  Grossing. 

I  this  moment  learn  the  operation  is  successfol,  the  enemy's  pickets 
retiring  at  all  quarters  as  our  troops  advance,  we  capturing  but  4  cav- 
airy  soldiers,  and  orders  have  gone  out  to  resume  my  position  of  last 
night  in  all  respects.    We  have  seen  no  indications  of  force  to-day. 
Very  respectfolly, 

HBNBY  PBDrGB. 

I  think  they  eipeot  an  advance  on  the  railroad. 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  y A.,  AprU  19, 186a. 

Mai.  <^to*  ^  ^*  Hallbok, 

ChneraliihOhitf: 

The  following  dispatch  is  just  received  at  2.1R  o'clock : 

SuvroLK,  Ya.,  AprU  19, 186S. 
imor-Ckoeral  Doc: 

Admixal  Lee  hat  ordered  the  hosts  out  of  the  river.    TUe  ie  MmL    It  miut  be  etop- 
ped  tnm  WMhington  or  eleewbere. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M^f9r'€^m^rmL 

M%}or-Oeneral  I>iz  has  gone  to  the  Kansemond  and  is  expected  back 
at  5  p.  m. 

LOUIS  H.  PBLOUZE. 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  19,  1863. 

Admiral  B.  P.  Lbb,  Newport  Nem$ : 

The  withdrawal  of  all  the  boats  above  West  Branch  of  the  Nanse- 
mond  at  this  crisis  wiU  be  attended  with  great  risk  and  may  result  in 
the  enemy  crossing.  It  will  require  me  to  detach  many  more  regi- 
ments and  guns,  which  I  cannot  afford.  Earnest  and  continued  co- 
operation of  navy  and  army  will  beat  General  Longstreet  in  this  cam- 
Mign,  and  I  beg  you  to  reconsider  the  proposition.  For  two  or  three 
nrery]  good  cover  is  alforded,  and  other  works  are  being  constructed. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Hqfar-ChieroL 


Unitbd  Statbs  Flackship  MnraBSOTA, 

Of  Newport  ifmr«,  Va.j  April  19,  IMS. 
]I%|or-€feneral  Peok, 

Oomnumdimg  at  SuffoUcj  Va. : 

Tour  telegraph  is  just  received.  Desire  Lieutenant  Lamson  to  await 
fturther  orders  from  me.  Our  light  draughts  are  much  needed  else- 
where    West  Branch  Battery  should  be  token  or  silenced. 

S.  P.  T.TBTBj 

Aeig.  Jbar-iidM^rai,  Oamd§.  JT.  AUmuHe  BJoOaddrng  Bfrnirem. 
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Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Yiboinia,  Skysnth  Aiun  Cobpb, 

Fart  Manroey  Va.j  A^trU  19,  IMBw 
Actg.  Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  LsE, 

Commanding  North  AUantic  Blockading  Squadron : 

Admiral.  :  I  have  just  received  yonr  letter  of  the  18th  in  regard  to 
the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  from  the  Upper  Nansemoad.  I  should 
very  much  regret  such  a  measure  at  this  moment.  I  believe  there  are 
only  three  of  yonr  gunboats  above  the  West  Branch,  and  their  presence 
is  indispensable,  for  although  I  have  re-enforced  General  Peck  there 
are  7  miles  of  river  to  guard  and  we  have  not  troops  enough  to  protect 
every  part  of  it  and  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing.  I  have  two 
armed  quartermasters'  boats — ^the  West  End  and  the  Smith  Briggs — 
above  the  West  Branch,  and  with  your  gunboats  the  defense  of  this 
part  of  the  river  is  complete.  We  are  establishing  batteries,  but  ftv 
want  of  heavy  guns  they  are  not  yet  in  readiness  Within  the  neoEl 
forty-eight  hours  I  hope  to  have  them  prepared  ibr  efficient  service 
General  Peck  telegraphs  me  that  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  at 
this  time  would  be  &taL 

I  am,  very  respectfblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^for-OeneroL 


Fort  Monrob,  Va.,  April  19, 1863. 
Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

Oeneral'in'Ohitf: 

1  have  just  returned  from  the  Nansemond.  Was  on  board  of  two  of 
the  gunboats  which  were  engaged  in  shelling  the  enemy's  batteries. 
One  of  the  batteries  was  silenced  this  morning,  but  the  enemy  is  veiy 
active,  and  is  casemating  another  with  heavy  timber.  He  has  come 
here  to  stay,  if  possible,  and  will  spare  no  effort  to  regain  possession  of 
the  James  Biver  and  the  Nansemond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mt0or'€hn0rmL 


Fort  Monroe,  April  19,  1863. 
M^jor-Gkneral  Peok: 

1  sent  you  some  Parrott  guns  last  night;  also  over  100  artillerists. 
The  latter  are  a  part  of  the  garrison  of  Fort  Monroe,  and  should  be 
sent  back  soon.    I  don't  hear  fiN>m  you. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneroL 


Fort  Monrob,  April  19, 1883. 
Msyor-General  Pbok: 

Three  batteries  are  here  and  will  be  with  you  to-morrow  morning; 
You  will  have  three  rifled  42-pounders  the  day  after  to-oiorrow.  The 
platforms  wil  be  made  here. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqior-G^iarA 
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Suffolk,  Ya.,  AprU  10, 1883. 
M^Jor-Qeneral  Drx: 

General  Getty,  in  oo^jonction  with  Identenant  Lamson's  boats,  hai 
jQSt  stormed  the  heavy  battery  at  the  West  Branch,  and  after  severf 
fighting  carried  it.  Gaptored  six  gons  and  200  of  the  Forty-fourth  Ala 
bama.    Crossed  in  boats. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mtdar'Otieral 

FOBT  MoilBOE,  April  19,  1863 

Af^jor-General  Pbok,  OammanMngj  S^fblk : 

I  have  received  yonr  gratifying  dispatch.  Gleneral  Qetty  and  th» 
offloeTS  and  men  engagra  in  stormin^^  the  battery  have  my  warmest 
thftiiira  for  their  gallant  conduct  It  will  be  an  example  for  the  forces 
under  your  command  which  cannot  fidl  to  give  us  the  happiest  results. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafar-OeneraL 

Suffolk,  Va.,  April  19, 1863. 
Mi^or-Ctaiieral  Dix: 

I  see  notices  fkom  Admiral  Lee  of  doings  here,  but  nothing  that  I  have 
reported— the  silencing  of  the  ten-gun  battery  ou  Tuesday  by  the  land 
batteries  and  the  skirmishing  of  Oohmel  Foster. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

FoBT  MONBOB,  April  19, 1863. 

lC%ior-€keneral  Pbox,  (kmmamd4mgj  BuffM: 

I  have  regularly  telegraphed  all  that  has  been  done.  I  send  a  sum- 
mary this  evening  to  General  Halleek,  which  I  trust  will  appear  and 
■how  that  the  army  has  not  been  idle. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafar-Oenerak 

Hbabquabtebs  of  thb  Abmt, 
WoikhifiUmj  April  19, 1863.    (Beceived  8.20  p.  m.) 

M^tor-General  Hbiktzblkab, 

€ommamdimgj  dte.: 

Obnbbal  :  You  will  immediately  prepare  for  embarkation,  and  send 
to  Gtoneral  Dix,  at  Fort  Monroe  about  4,000  infantry,  so  as  to  make  in 
all  sent  to  him  about  10,000  men.  General  Meigs  will  give  you  traus- 
Bortation  as  rapidly  as  possible. 

H.  W.  HALLBGK, 

Omeralrin'Oki^. 

Hbabquabtbbb  Biohtbbhth  abmt  Gobps, 

New  Bemej  N.  C,  April  19,  1863. 
ll^|or-€feneral  Hallbok, 

Oeneralin-Ohirf^  Wa$h4nf^<mj  D.  C: 

Obkbbal  :  By  officers  just  in  from  Washington,  N.  C,  I  learn  that 
die  enemy  have  all  gone  from  tiie  vieini^  of  liiat  place.    The  places 
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ooenpied  by  their  batteries  on  the  livere  aie  all  now  in  poeaeeeioii  of  ear 
troopsY  who  are  able  to  hold  them.  There  is  now  no  diffloalty  in  panmiwg 
into  Washington  with  men  and  supplies* 

General  Foster  left  here  yesterday  with  a  force  to  march  across  die 
country.  General  Foster  informed  you  in  a  letter  of  the  16th  instant 
that  be  had  directe<l  Plymouth,  Elisabeth  Oity,  and  Winfield  to  be  evao- 
uated.  He  countermanded  that  order,  too  late,  however,  for  Winileld; 
that  has  been  abandoned,  but  the  ttodp^  remain  at  the  other  places. 

At  Plymouth  they  aie  well  liartUled.  Winfield  is  of  little  importaiioe^ 
and  I  shall  not  reoeoupy  the  plaee,  Imt  leave  it  for  General  Foster  to 
dedde  when  he  letoins. 

I  am,  general,  very  lespeelAdlyi  yoor  obedient  aervant» 

L  N.  PALICEB, 


Hdqbs.  F1B8T  Dimaon,  Biohtberth  Aaxr  Oobps, 

New  Berne,  4pHI  10,  IBU. 
VBi.  (Sen.  J.  O.  FocrrxB, 

Oemmamdimg  EighieeiM  Atmp  Oarpe: 

Obnbiial  :  General  Prince  himself  a  fbw  miles  beyond  Core  Greek 
and  carrying  out  vour  instmotions. 

I  last  night  informed  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  other  regiments  of 
General  Heckman's  brigade,  and  asking  the  disposition  to  be  made  of 
them.  General  Halleok  writes,  in  reply  to  my  letter  to  him  informing 
him  of  tlie  state  of  aflfiurs,  that  no  re-enforcements  can  be  spared  to 
come  here,  and  that  ^^  if  any  aoddent  should  occur  to  General  Foster 
you  will  bear  in  mind  tMat  operations  in  North  Carolina  should  be 
strictly  defensive,  and  the  troops  concentrated  as  much  as  possible. 
New  Berne  and  Beaufort  are  the  points  of  most  importance." 

Farquhar  is  here  from  Plymouth.  He  will  wait  here  for  aday  or  two 
to  see  you.  Winfield  was  abandoned  before  the  order  countermand- 
ing arrived.  I  saw  to-day  a  large  steamer  with  supplies  for  Plymouth. 
The  PhcDniz  goes  also  with  stores  to  Washington.  I  have  written  to 
General  Halleok  a  history  of  aflEEyrs  tiiat  have  transpired  since  yoo 
wrote  your  last  letter  to  hun. 

Very  respeotftilly,  your  obedient  servanti 

L  N.  PAIilfBB, 
Bngadier-OeiermL 


Nbab  Oobb  Obbbk,  N.  G., 

AprU  19, 1863—10.24  a.  m. 
Lieutenant-Oolonel  Hoffmah: 

GoLomBL :  I  send  by  the  train  4  prisoners,  captured  yesterday  (with 
their  arms  and  horses) ;  all  privates.  The  information  gathered  from 
these  prisoners  corroborates  that  I  have  already  sent.  The  camp  of 
the  Sixty-third  being  at  Wise's  Oro«»8-Roads  and  Raosora's  brigade  at 
Einston. 

Bespectfally,  yours, 

HENKY  l^BINCB, 
Brigadier- Oeneral  Volunteere* 
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Uhitied  States  Flachship  MumEsoTA, 

Off  Newport  JTaiM,  Fin.,  April  20, 1863— noon. 
M^Jor-G^eneml  Dix, 

Oomdg.  SeveiUh  Army  Oorpij  Fortress  Maniroej  Va. : 

Bm:  A  report  from  Lieatenant  Gashing,  dated  at  8  a.  m.  to-day, 
informs  me  that  the  enemy  has  nnmasked  a  new  battery,  oontainiDg 
some  heavy  pieces,  by  which  and  some  infantry  the  Barney  was  sharply 
attacked  yesterday.  Bnpposing  that  the  enemy  is  not  in  great  force 
on  the  left  bank  of  the  Nansemond,  I  respectfiilly  suggest  to  yon  the 
propriety  of  capturing  this  battenr,  as  it  commands  the  Lower  Nanse- 
mond and  cannot  be  materially  affected  by  the  firing  from  the  flotilla. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotfhlly, 

8.  P.  LBE, 
Aetg.  Bear-AdKUralf  (kmdg.  N.  Atkmdie  BUKkadmg  Squadnm, 


FoBT  MoiTBOB,  Va.,  April  20, 1863. 
M^Jar-Oenend  PaoK,  Suffolk^  Va. : 
The  fidlowing  Jnst  received  from  Admiral  Lee,  dated  2.40  p.  m. : 

Lieatenant  Cmhiiig  leporto  that  the  enemy  U  letcesting  as  fast  as  possible,  and 
that  tlie  aimy,  by  a  rapid  movemeiit,  may  ont  off  one  of  their  brigades. 

8.  P.  LEE, 

AdmirtO, 

Bespeotftilly, 

LOniB  H.  PELOnZB, 

Assistant  A^^utamt-OeneraL 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  20, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

From  all  that  can  be  gleaned  Longstreet  has  asked  for  more  troops 
Unless  Lee  wants  them  all  he  will  get  them.  What  is  the  total  from 
Hooker! 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-Oeieral. 

Suffolk,  April  20, 1863. 
M%|or-Qenerfil  Dix: 

An  ezaminataon  shows  that  there  is  great  snifering  here  for  the  neces- 
saries of  life.  Traders  must  be  allowed  to  bring  floor,  meat,  and  kin- 
dred articles.  They  wiU  buy.  Report  of  the  provost  has  jast  reached 
me— since  yonr  departore.    Will  you  order  a  change  f 

PECK, 
Major'€hiier€U. 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  20, 1863. 
lC%|or-Ctoneral  Dix: 

Major  Stratton  reports  his  visit  to  Elizabeth  City.  It  had  been  aban- 
doned on  18th,  and  the  gnnboats  were  shelling  the  banks  as  they  moved 
down  the  river.    Country  full  of  guerrillas. 

Longstreet^s  pickets  at  Sandy  Cross.    We  stormed  the  West  Branch 
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Battery  jngt  at  duBk,  and  hold  it  now.  One  m%[ory  1  captain,  and  f 
officers  were  taken,  with  6  gone,  and  between  100  and  200  soldieai 
Eighty-ninth  New  York  and  Eighth  Connecticnt  were  the  stormemt 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

HSA]>QITABTBB8, 

PIgmamlkj  N.  (7.,  AprU  20,  IBO. 
[Oapt  J.  A.  Jtjbson,  a.  a.  O.i] 

GAPTAm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  coni- 
mnnication  inclosing  and  returning  a  report  sent  ftom  here.  I  have 
reason  to  think  another  docnment  has  been  forwarded  in  the  same 
manner  firom  these  headquarters ;  if  so,  will  yon  please  retom  it  that 
the  mistake  may  be  rectified  f  I  will  see  that  the  error  is  not  repeated 
hereafter.  In  reporting  the  sitoation  here  I  directed  my  m^ntant  to 
can  your  attention  to  the  necessity  of  onr  having  supplies.  That  there 
should  be  no  delay  the  post  commissary  had  previously  made  his  re- 
quisitions, which  were  approved  and  signed  by  me.  He  informs  mc 
they  were  sent  forward.  The  steamer  Long  Island  arrived  to-day  as  3 
p.  m.  with  rations,  ammunition,  horses,  &a  Receipts  will  be  duly  for- 
warded to  headquarters.  Winneld  has  been  abandoned  and  the  works 
destroyed ;  one  company  of  the  garrison  is  here;  the  other  has  gone  to 
New  Berne,  as  I  am  informed,  by  orders  fiN)m  headquarters. 
Bespectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
OoUmelj  Commanding  Pi$L 

llMlQMM.1 

Hbadqtjabtxbs, 
Plymomtkj  If.  (7.,  ApHl  la,  1883. 
Lieut  Ool.  SouTHABD  Hoffman, 

Assittant  AdjuUmt-Oenerdlj  Bighteenth  Army  Corps : 

In  accordance  with  Special  Orders,  No.  114,  received  at  noon  yester- 
day (17th),  I  made  preparations  to  evacuate  this  post.  I  had  made 
arrangements  to  transport  the  Forty-sixth  Massachusetts  Volunteer 
Militia,  two  sections  of  Lee's  battery,  and  four  detached  companies, 
under  command  of  Major  Bartholomew,  Twenty-seventh  Regiment  Mas- 
sachusetts YolnnteerB,  upon  Uie  Colyer  and  some  small  schooners  I 
had  taken  possession  of.  and  intended  to  hold  the  post  with  the  Twenty- 
fifth  Regiment  Massacnusetts  Volunteers  until  the  other  transports 
arrived.  Lee's  two  sections  were  aboard  the  transport  and  the  Forty- 
sixth  Regiment  had  stiiick  their  tents  when  the  Massasoit  arrived. 
Everything  has  been  disembarked  and  will  be  arranged  as  before. 

I  sent  word  to  the  post  at  Winfield  and  gave  them  orders  to  evacuate 
the  post,  destroying  block-hounes,  rifle-pits,  &c.  They  had  probably 
done  so  long  before  the  Massasoit  arrived,  and  are  now  on  their  wa^  to 
Plymouth.  I  desiie  yon  to  send  me  instructions  as  to  whether  that  post 
is  to  be  re-established. 

We  are  almost  entiiely  out  of  supplies,  and  must  have  a  boat  back 
immediately  with  rntioiis  or  the  men  will  suffer. 

Everything  is  in  good  order  here.    We  have  the  fort  nearly  finished, 
with  one  gun  mounted  and  the  rifle-pits  completed,  and  can,  if  callea 
upon,  make  a  good  fight.    What  we  most  want  now  is  commissaiy 
stores,  which  I  hope  >  on  will  send  at  the  earliest  po8sible  moment. 
T  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  &c., 

JOSIAH  PICKETT, 
OoUmel^  Commanding  PogU 
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[lBdOtMBMDt.1 

Hbadquabtebs  Eighteenth  Army  Gobps, 

New  Bemey  N.  0.,  April  19, 1803. 

Respectfhlly  retamed  to  Colonel  Pickett.    The  signatare  attached  is 
evidently  not  his  own.    This  same  itommnnication  will  be  properly 
signed  and  returned  to  this  office. 
By  order  of  Brigadier-Gtoneral  Palmer  commanding : 

J.  A.  JUD80N, 
Captain  and  As9%9Umt  Adjutamt-Oeneral, 


HeADQUABTEBB  FOXTBTH  QOBiP&j 

Tarktownj  April  20, 1863. 
iHajor-Gtoneral  Dix, 

Oammanding  Department  of  Virginiay  Fart  Monroe  : 

It  is  reported  at  Williamsbarg  that  General  Wise  has  been  retired, 
and  that  General  Hood  replaces  him  on  this  Peninsula  with  an  addi 
tional  regiment  of  cavalry.  If  so,  I  need  two  more  regiments  of  infantry 
without  delay  and  the  replacement  of  the  artillery  sent  from  here  to 
Norfolk  two  nights  a^^o.    My  men  are  overworked  now. 

The  rebels  are  anxious  about  their  MerrimacNo.  2;  something  seems 
to  have  gone  wrong  with  them  in  that  matter.  If  anything  could  add 
to  the  importance  of  holding  the  line  of  Fort  Magruder  it  would  be  the 
appearance  of  the  Merrimac. 

B.  D.  KEYES, 

Majar-OeneraL 

Suffolk,  April  21, 18d3. 
Major-General  Dix: 

It  gives  pleasure  to  say  that  General  Getty  is  safe  on  this  side  witt 
all  the  material  of  war  and  without  loss.  The  prisonejrs  were  sent  last 
night,  and  attempted  to  escape  by  uncoupling  the  cars,  but  did  not  suc- 
oeetl.  I  shall  send  out  at  once  on  the  Swamp  or  E.  road  and  assail 
Longstroef  s  right  flank  cautiously. 

PEOK, 
Ue^'QeneraL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  4|iril  21, 1803. 
M%jor-Gtoneral  Drx: 

General  Halleck  seemed  well  pleased  with  a£&urs  here,  and  I  am  very 
glad  he  made  a  visit.    I  hope  you  arrived  all  safe. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-OeneroL 

Suffolk,  Va.,  April  21, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

General  Getty  thinks  the  enemy  has  not  fallen  back.  He  thought  so 
at  one  time  yesterday.  All  over  safe.  Fires  at  night  have  not  d'mii'* 
ished 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-Oenered, 
41  B  B — vol  xym 
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[FOBTBESS  MOIVBOX,]  AjftU  21,  [1868b] 

Ictg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Leb, 

Commandinfj  North  AtJantie  Blockading  Squadron : 

I  rctumed  from  Suffolk  late  last  evening.  Lieutenant  Lamson  hav- 
ing informed  General  Peck  that  you  had  oidered  him  to  leave  the  Upper 
Nansemond  with  hi8  gunboats,  General  G^tty  was  directed  to  abandon 
the  left  bank,  where  we  had  captured  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries,  and 
biiug  away  the  guns.  This  has  been  done.  When  I  left  last  evening 
the  enemy  was  investing  Suffolk  as  closely  as  ever,  and  there  were  no 
signs  of  Ms  retiriug.  I  regret  exceedingly  the  withdrawal  of  the  gun- 
boats. K,  as  we  have  reason  to  believe,  the  enemy  is  very  strong  it  will 
be  difficult  without  their  aid  to  prevent  his  crossing.  We  shall  do  the 
best  we  can  with  the  two  boats  armed  l^  my  ordfiflns  and  manned  by  our 
troops. 

JOHN  A.  BEX, 

Mqfor'OeimraL 


TTHITED  BTATBS  FLAChBHIP  MnniBSOTA, 

Off  Newport  New9^  Fa.,  April  21, 1863. 

Mid-  ^B.  John  A.  Dix,  IT.  8.  A., 

Oomdg.  Seventh  Armif  Oorpgy  Fortreee  Monroe^  Fa.  : 

GEinfiBAL :  I  am  surprised  by  the  statement  in  your  dispatch  of  this 
date,  just  received,  that  the  captured  battery  on  the  left  bank  had  been 
abandoned  because  <^  Lieutenant  Lamson  had  informed  Ctoneral  Feck 
that  you  (I)  had  ordered  him  to  leave  the  Upi>6r  Kansemond  with  his 
gunboats.'' 

I  inclose  a  Qopy  of  lieutenant  Lamson'b  report,  showing  that  this  is 
a  mistake. 

My  letter  of  yesterday's  date  to  Ctoneral  Peck  (a  copy  of  which  is 
inclosed),  written  last  night  (but  not  sent  to  or  forwarded  by  Lieutenant 
Lamson  until  this  morning,  after  the  battery  was  evacuated),  affords 
no  justification  for  the  previous  abandonment  of  the  captured  bat- 
tery, which  commanded  the  commnnicatioDS.  As  long  as  it  was  held 
our  boats  could  pass  above  or  below  as  it  might  be  necessary.  The  re- 
sponsibility of  abandoning  this  position  rests  on  other  shoulders  than 
mine.  You  must  see  that  the  representation  yon  make  does  me  ii\jus- 
tice,  and  is  not  sustained  by  the  fiicts  of  the  case. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  respeetfiilly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LBB, 
Adg*  Bear-Admlralf  Oomdg.  N.  AUmMe  Blodtadrng  Sqmthron. 

(Til 3 

Uhithd  States  Flagkbhip  Minnbsota, 

Newport  New9j  Va.j  April  21,  ISldS. 
Aotg.  Bear-Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Oomnumding  North  Atkmtio  Bloekading  Squadron : 

Bib  :  I  have  seen  with  much  surprise  the  telegram  of  General  Dix  to 
yourself,  in  which  he  says  that  '^Lieutenant  Lamson  having  informed 
Oeueral  Peck  that  you  had  ordered  him  (me)  to  leave  the  Upper  Nanse- 
mend  with  the  gunboats,  General  Getty  was  directed  to  abandon  the  left 
bank,  where  he  had  captured  one  of  the  enemy's  batteries." 

General  Dix  :s  laboring  uuder  a  great  mistake,  for  just  the  reverse  of 
what  he  says  is  true.    After  the  capture  of  the  battery  I  received  oi 
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ders  from  yoa  to  remaio  in  the  Tipper  Nansemond  with  the  flotilla 
under  my  eommandy  and  so  informed  Gtonerai  Gtotty.  I  did  not  oom- 
mnnicate  with  General  Peck  on  the  snbject,  but  yonr  order  to  me  to 
remain  was  forwarded  through  him. 

The  only  written  orders  I  received  -from  you  on  the  subject  were 
dated  on  the  18tb  and  20th  instant;  that  of  th^  L8th  in  these  words : 
**  Yon  will  not  remain  in  the  river  (Upper  Nanseiiiond)  any  longer  than 
your  commuDications  remain  open,  so  that  you  can  return  and  r^oin 
Lieutenant  Gushing;  not  so  long  as  to  risk  your  ability  to  return." 

Gn  the  20th  yon  repeated  the  same  instructions. 

When  the  first  of  the  above  orders  was  received  it  was  already  so 
dangerous  to  pass  the  rebel  battery  that  I  should  not  have  attempted 
it  unless  I  had  been  forced  to  do  so,  or  had  received  positive  orders, 
and  Generals  Peck  and  Getty  had  both  aereed  to  put  in  execution  a 
plan  that  I  had  proposed  for  capturing  we  batteiy,  and  which  after 
two  miscarriages  on  the  part  of  the  army  was  successnuly  accomplished. 

On  the  19th  instant  Fleet-Captain  Grosby  came  up  with  discretionary 
orders,  dated  the  18th  instant,  in  regard  to  the  gunboats  remaining  in 
the  upper  river.  That  evening  the  battery  was  captured,  and  G^end 
Getty  said  he  would  move  over  troops  and  hold  it  if  Gaptain  Grosby 
would  direct  the  gunboats  to  remain,  which  he  did.  That  evening  I 
received  a  telegram  fiN)m  you,  through  General  Peck,  directing  me  to 
remiun  on  the  upi>er  river  till  ftirther  orders. 

The  Dcxt  momiug  about  12  m.  General  Getty  showed  me  his  orders 
from  Gkueral  Peck  to  withdraw  from  the  captured  point,  and  later  in 
the  day  an  order  to  withdraw  before  night.  I  had  received  no  orders 
from  you  which  requii-ed  me  to  withdraw  fix>m  the  Upper  Nansemond, 
and  so  told  General  Getty,  and  earnestly  expressed  to  him  my  entire 
disapprobation  of  the  abandoning  of  the  captured  point.  I  told  him 
repeatedly  that  1  would  remain  in  the  Upper  Nansemond  as  long  as  he 
held  the  point,  but  that  if  he  evacuated  it  I  should  be  obliged  to  go 
below  it  My  communications  were  i>erfectly  safe  as  long  as  he  held 
this  key  to  the  river.  The  position  was  an  exceedingly  strong  one,  and 
Glenend  Qettj  had  crossed  more  than  1,000  men  and  had  defended  the 
rear  by  several  lines  of  rifle-pits. 

There  was  nothing  in  your  instructions  to  me  or  in  my  communica- 
tions to  Genends  Peck  or  Gtotty  that  rendered  it  necessary  for  them  to 
abandon  the  work,  but  their  movement  made  it  absolutely  necessary 
for  me  to  move  below. 

Very  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  LAMSON, 
lAfMAfmM^  U.  8.  Navifj  OamnuMding  FloHUa. 

UHITKD  BTATBS  FLAChSHIP  MINNESOTA, 

Off  Newport  KeiMj  Va.^  April  20, 1803. 
[M%jor-Oeneral  Pbgk:] 

Gbnbral  :  By  dispatch  received  to-day  from  Lieutenant  Lamson  I 
am  informed  that  the  captured  rebel  battery  at  West  Branch  will  be 
abandoned  to-night.  I  hope  that  this  work  and  all  others  on  the  left  bank 
oi  the  Nansemond  will  be  completely  razed,  and  not  left  to  invite  reoc- 
cupation  and  allow  the  enemy  to  annoy  us  and  cut  off  oar  commnnica- 
tions.  If  Suffolk  is  to  be  hold  I  hope  the  present  opportT  nity  will  be 
improved  to  construct  sach  works  on  the  right  l)ank  of  tV  Upper  Nan- 
semond as  its  proper  defenfie  requires. 
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Oar  littlo  ganboats,  so  mach  called  for  and  relied  on  by  the  anny,  an 
not  a  suitable  defense  for  that  stream,  and  their  servioes  are  really  neo- 
essary  elsewhere. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  yonrs,  respeotftilly, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admiral,  Oomdg.  N.  Ailantie  Blockading  Bqna^dnm. 

[Indonement] 

This  was  written  last  night  and  sent  into  the  Nanseui;>i;d  under  cover 
to  Lieutenant  Lamson  this  morning  (21st)  and  forwarded  to  him.  The 
battery  was  abandoned  last  night  against  the  argent  remonstrances  of 
Lieutenant  Lamson. 

L 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  21, 186S 
MiQor-Gteneral  Hookbb. 

Army  of  the  Potomac : 

General  HaUeok  has  jnst  left  my  headqnarters.  General  Longstreet 
is  here,  waiting  Hill  or  other  troops.  1  hold  everything  yet.  How  do 
yon  get  along  f 

JOHN  J.  P£OK, 

Major-ChieraL 


APBTL  21, 1863^10  p.  m. 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Peck,  Suffolk,  Va. : 

Am  glad  to  hear  good  tidings  from  yon.  Yon  mnst  be  patient  vril  a 
me.  1  mast  play  with  these  devils  before  I  can  spring.  Bemembjr 
that  my  army  is  at  the  bottom  of  a  well  and  the  enemy  holds  the  top. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEB. 
Mq^'€hneralt  ComfnoMomg. 


'jhENEBAL  ORDERS,  \  HBQBCL  EIGHTEENTH  ABMY  OOBPS, 

No.  60.  )  New  Berne,  April  21, 1W3. 

The  fort  recently  constrncted  at  Plymonth,  N.  O.,  will  be  called  Fort 
Williams,  after  Brig.  Qem  Thomas  Williams,  killed  in  action  at  Baton 
Ronge,  Ija.,  Aagast  5, 1862,  who  was  the  first  general  officer  covamand 
Ag  in  this  department. 
By  command  of  Mbj.  Qen.  J.  G.  Foster: 

[80UTHABD  H0FFM7:i;^,] 

Aseietant  Adjutai^i  Sener^L 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  22,  :t.863. 
M%jor-Oeneral  Diz: 

Everything  is  as  yesterday.  Since  Hooker  has  not  moved  it  will  be 
requisite  tor  the  greatest  cantion  here.  There  are  reports  that  the 
rebels  are  sending  troops  north  from  Charleston.  Stratton  finds  Long- 
street's  pickets  on  tarnpike  10  miles  this  side  of  Sandy  Gross  and  at 
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Hinton's  Toll-Gate.  He  burned  7,000  busliels  corn  going  to  rebel  army; 
knows  that  a  rebel  brigade  or  more  ie  to  oocapy  or  move  through  Slk- 
abeth  Oily* 

JOttN  J.  PBOK, 

Md^ar-OeneraiL 


HdQBS.  DRPT.  of  YiSGUNIA,  SBYEITTH  ABMY  OORPSy 

Fart  Monrocj  Va.,  April  22, 186S. 
Actg.  Eear- Admiral  Lee, 

Cammandhig  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron: 

Admiral:  I  received  at  midnight  year  letter  of  yesterday  in  regard 
to  the  battery  captured  at  the  mouth  of  the  West  Branch  of  the  Nanse- 
mond  River,  inclosing  one  from  Lieutenant  Lamson,  and  cheerfully 
accept  them  as  an  explanation  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats.  I 
supposed  the  order  to  withdraw  them  was  absolute,  and  the  impression 
was  confirmed  by  your  former  dispatches,  in  which  you  said  I  ''must 
not  rely  upon  these  frail  and  open  ferry-boats  and  river  steamers,  which 
you  (I)  call  gunboats,  to  keep  the  rebels  from  crossing  the  Upper  Nanse- 
mond,  which  is  long,  narrow,  and  crooked,  a  mere  creek,  a  natural 
canal,  and  unfit  for  the  operations  of  vessels,  now  that  the  enemy  is 
establishing  his  artillery  and  rifle-pits  in  such  strength  as  to  command 
that  communication,"  and  for  this  reason  you  said  you  did  not  see  the 
propriety  of  continuing  them  there.  From  these  and  other  expres- 
sions of  the  same  character  1  supposed  their  withdrawal  was  definitely 
settled,  although  I  had  opposed  it  with  all  proper  earnestness.  My 
two  armed  stesuners  are  to  remain  there.  I  know  that  there  is  danger 
that  they  will  be  fired  into,  injured,  perhaps  crippled;  but  this  hazard 
must  be  incurred  to  prevent  the  rebels  from  crossing.  Yours  will  be 
exposed  to  no  more  danger  than  mine.  The  position  of  the  captured 
battery,  though  a  commanding  one,  gives  us  no  security  against  the 
crossing  of  the  enemy  except  at  that  point.  It  would  have  been  no 
obstacle  to  his  crossing  1,  2,  3^  4, 5,  or  6  miles  above,  and  the  troops  we 
must  have  kept  there  to  hold  it  would  have  been  much  more  useful  on 
the  right  bank  of  the  river  as  a  movable  force  to  oppose  lum  whenever 
he  should  have  made  an  attempt  to  cross.  Besides,  it-s  occupation  would 
not  have  removed  your  objections  to  the  employment  of  your  gunboats 
in  the  narrow  channel  above.  What  we  want  is  to  have  two  or  three 
gunboats  moving  up  and  down  the  Upper  Kaiisemoud  for  several  miles 
to  watch  the  enemy's  uiovenieuts  and  to  aid  in  destroying  his  pontoon 
bridge  if  he  should  attempt  to  throw  one  across  the  river. 

I  have  not  time  to  enter  into  explanations,  but  if  you  will  give  to 
Lieutenants  Lamson  and  Gushing  (who  have  displayed  so  much  gal- 
lantry) discretionary  power,  so  that  they  may  go  up  the  Upper  Nause- 
mond  when  they  think  it  safe,  and  permit  them  to  act  in  conjunction 
with  General  Getty,  who  is  charged  with  the  defense  of  the  right  bank 
of  the  river,  I  feel  confident  we  can  defeat  the  enemy's  purpose,  and 
should  he  establish  batteries  below  your  gunboats  I  have  no  doubt  they 
will  be  able  to  pass  them  without  loss. 

I  know  you  will  be  happy  to  hear  that  the  fleet  above  Vicksbnrg  has 
passed  that  stronghold,  as  General  Halleck  informed  me  yesterday, 
without  the  loss  of  a  single  armed  vessel,  and  I  really  think  that  your 
apprehensions  in  regard  to  your  gunboats  should  be  lessened  when  you 
consider  that  as  yet  not  one  of  them  has  been  permanently  disabled* 
I  amy  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar-Q&nerdL 
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HDQB8.  F1B8T  Division.  BiaHTESNTH  Abxy  Oobm, 

New  Bums^  N.  0.,  AprU  22, 1883. 

Lieat  OoL  Sootthabb  Hoffman. 

A.  A.  O^  Eightemth  Army  Oorp$j  New  Berne,  N.  C : 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  commanicadoii 
from  the  commanding  general  of  this  department  of  the  21st  instant, 
and  in  reply  to  the  interrogatory-* 

Why  WaB  not  a  Utfge  foroe  sent  to  Oeneral  Prinoe,  in  the  Pamlieo  Bivisr.  aa  ordond 
in  my  letter  of  April  1, 1863,  and  why  was  not  greater  alaeiity  displayed  in  getting 
troops  to  General  Prinoe  f — 

I  have  the  honor  to  state  that  immediately  on  the  receipt  of  the  above 
iustmctions  all  the  troops  that  conld  be  possibly  transported  by  the 
vessels  then  disposable  in  this  harbor  were  pat  in  readiness  to  leave  to 
join  General  Prince.  At  that  time  a  gale  of  wind  was  prevailing  which 
had  blown  the  water  out  of  the  river  to  such  a  degree  that  it  was 
almost  impossible  tor  vessels  to  move  around  the  harbor.  The  steamer 
Colyer,  loaded  with  troops,  was  lying  aground  between  this  place  and 
Washington,  and  the  steamer  Escort  got  fast  agronnd  in  coming  up  to 
the  dock  hero.  However,  four  regiments  were  on  board  of  vessels  or 
about  embarking  here  to  join  Oeneral  Prince  when  the  letter  of  the 
commanding  general  of  April  5  was  received.  This  letter  notified  me 
that  he  had  changed  his  plans,  and  that  two  regiments  were  to  be  1^ 
at  the  blockade  to  be  sent  through,  if  possible,  to  Washington,  by  the 
way  of  the  river,  and  that  all  the  remaining  foroe  was  to  retom  to  this 
place  with  General  Prince,  who  was  directed  to  take  then  all  the  avail- 
able force  from  hero  and  march  across  the  country  to  Washington.  It 
was  my  intention  to  obey  the  order  or  snggestion  of  the  commanding 
general  and  to  send  to  General  Prince  at  least  5,000  men.  The  elements 
prevented  this.  There  was  no  unnecessar}-  delay  on  the  part  of  any 
one.  While  waiting  for  the  water  in  the  river  to  rise  I  remained  up 
nearly  all  night  and  visited  the  wharf  twice  after  midnight,  and  while 
the  troops  were  waiting  to  sail.  Therefore  I  cannot  see  that  there  was 
a  want  of  alacrity  displayed  in  getting  troops  to  General  I^noe. 
In  reply  to  the  second  interrogatory — 

When  my  plan  was  chaneed,  and  orders  were  sent  in  my  letter  of  April  5  to  march 
across  the  country  to  raise  tne  siege  of  Washington,  why  did  yon  not  go  m  command  f— 

I  wiU  respectfully  state  that  in  the  letter  referred  to,  of  April,  5  the 
commanding  general  says : 

I  have  therefore  ordered  General  Prince  to  send  me  two  ree iments,  with  a  plentifhl 
supply  of  ammanition  for  the  heavy  £uns,  then  to  retnm  to  Mew  Berne,  and  with  aU 
the  fighting  force  that  can  possibly  be  spared  march  across  the  country  to  Washington. 

General  Prince  returned  to  this  place  on  the  6th,  followed  by  all  the 
troops  on  the  7th,  as  the  naval  officer  in  command  at  the  blockade  said 
it  was  impossible  to  get  any  troops  through  by  way  of  the  river.  On 
the  8th  all  the  available  force  was  in  readiness  to  move.  Only  (about) 
3,000  effective  men  were  retained  here.  The  movement  of  the  troops 
across  the  river  was  ciiiiied  on  all  through  the  night  of  the  7th  and  8tib. 
General  Prince  was  notified  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  that  the  troops 
were  ready,  but  he  reported  himself  unable  to  start  with  them.  One 
of  his  aides,  Lieutenant  Ordway,  cauie  to  my  headquarters  to  ask  for 
a  boat  to  be  placed  at  the  disposition  of  General  Prinoe,  who  he  said 
would  follow  the  command.  The  steamer  Allison  was  ordered  to  be 
placed  at  his  disposition  immediately. 

I  proceeded  a^TOss  the  river,  informed  General  Spinola  of  the  state 
of  affairs,  and  remained  there  until  the  whole  command  had  started. 
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Imiaediately  on  my  retarn  I  saw  (reneral  Princo^s  aide,  Lieatenant 
Ordway,  wbo  gave  me  to  understand  that  General  Prince  had  made 
evety  preparation  to  follow  the  command.  I  was  told  that  an  ambu- 
lance with  his  baggage  was  at  his  door.  I  then  believed  that  he  was 
going  immediately. 

I  think  it  proper  for  me  to  state  here  that  even  had  I  known  that 
General  Prince  was  not  going  to  join  the  command  I  shonld  not  then 
have  gone  myself^  for  I  had  determined  in  my  own  mind  that  General 
Foster  needed  only  men  and  supplies  of  provisions  and  ammnnition, 
and  I  felt  assured  that  I  could  get  them  to  him.  by  the  way  of  the 
river  while  the  demonstration  was  being  made  by  land.  I  had  deter- 
mined that  if  auy  officer  should  arrive  to  take  command  of  New  Berne 
I  would  take  a  steamer  loaded  with  men  and  supplies  and  go  to  the 
blockade  and  see  them  through.  General  Wessells  arrived  here  on  the 
9th  and  I  left  with  the  Bscort  on  the  next  day.  The  delay  in  gettiug 
this  steamer  through  the  blockade  was  by  no  means  unavoidable,  but 
it  was  a  delay  for  which  I  was  in  no  way  responsible.  Three  times  the 
steaoicr  was  ready  to  move  and  she  was  stopped.  The  first  time  on  the 
evening  of  my  arrival  at  the  blockade  by  the  refusal  of  Lieutenant-Com- 
mander McGann  (the  senior  naval  officer  there)  to  assist,  at  night ;  the 
second  time,  on  the  next  morning,  by  the  fog,  which  was  so  dense  on  the 
river  that  nothing  could  be  seen  at  the  proposed  hour  of  starting ;  and 
the  third  time,  the  next  night,  by  the  mist  and  rain,  that  prevented  any 
movement  on  the  river. 

The  safe  arrival  eventually  of  the  steamer  at  Washington  accom- 
plished, I  was  satisfied,  more  than  could  have  been  attained  in  auy  other 
way,  and  I  was  satisfied  that  my  judgment  was  coirect  and  that  I  had 
acted  wisely  in  the  matter. 

With  regard  to  the  third  interrogatory— 

Was  the  qaeetion  eyer  raised  in  any  oonsoltation  or  oonnoil  of  oommandinff  officers 
ae  to  mj  antbority  to  0Ye  orders  for  moyement  of  troope ;  if  so,  when,  by  wCom,  and 
nnder  what  cironmstancesf — 

I  will  state  that  I  never  presumed  to  call  any  <<  council  or  consultation 
of  officers"  to  discuss  plain  orders  sent  to  me  by  the  commanding  gen- 
eral. His  orders  issued  firom  Washington  were  just  as  much  obeyed 
and  respected  by  me  as  they  would  have  been  had  they  been  issued  from 
this  place. 

It  is  true,  however,  that  I  was  an  unwilling  listener  to  several  private 
conversations  in  which  the  ''propriety"  of  sending  too  many  troops 
away  firom  this  place,  or  the  ''policy'^  of  abandoning  everything  to  the 
saving  of  Washington,  was  spoken  of,  and  doubts  expressed  as  to  who 
under  the  circumstances  was  in  command  of  the  department.  I  took  no 
part  in  any  such  discussions  any  more  than  to  inform  every  person  that 
the  orders  of  the  commanding  general  would  be  obeyed,  even  if  they 
were  to  abandon  Kew  Berne  and  everything  in  it. 

I  am.  sir.  very  respectftillyi  your  obc&ent  servant, 

I.  N.  PALMEB, 
Brigadier-OmemL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Bightbbnth  Army  Gobps, 

New  Bemsy  N.  0.,  April  22^  ISeS. 
Bear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

OomfMMding  North  AUantie  Blockading  Squadron: 

Adxibal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  17th|  on  the  subject  of  the  occupation  by  our  troops  of  too  many 
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posta,  recommending  that  tfa'^se  posts  be  abandoned  for  the  pmpose  of 
concoitration.  This  letter  has  onfortnnately  been  mislaid,  and  so  I  can 
only  answer  tiie  general  tenor  of  the  letter,  confining  myself  to  the  rea- 
sons for  the  oocnpation  of  the  posts  and  for  continuing  to  hold  them. 

In  regard  to  Fort  Macon  and  the  adjoining  posts  of  Morehead  Oitj 
and  Beaofort,  there  can,  I  think,  be  no  qaestion  as  to  the  necessity  of 
holding  them ;  likewise  the  forts  at  Hatteras,  which  hold  the  entrance 
to  the  Sounds ;  also  Boanoke  Island,  which  controls  the  navigation  of 
Albemarle  Sound.  Then  there  only  remain  the  towns  of  New  Berne^ 
Washington,  and  Plymouth.  The  former  was  occupied  March  4, 1862, 
and  has  since  beenf  fortified  and  is  held  as  a  depot  for  supplies  and  as  a 
basis  for  operations,  possessing  as  it  does  the  advantages  of  two  lines 
of  commnnication,  one  by  railroad  to  Beaufort  Harbor  and  one  by  the 
river  to  the  Sounds. 

The  history  of  the  occupation  of  Washington  and  Plymouth  is  that 
they  were  first  held  by  gunboats  lying  opposite  the  towns.  Afterward 
a  picket  guard  of  one  company  was  sent  to  each  place,  as  a  picket  guard 
for  the  gunboats  on  shore.  This  guard  was  afterward  increased  as 
demand^  by  circumstances  and  the  necessities  of  service.  Finally  the 
importance  of  occupying  the  posts  permanently  was  seen  and  recog- 
nized, and  works  were  erected  for  this  purpose.  Some  of  the  reasons 
which  led  to  this  determination  were  as  follows : 

1st.  By  not  occupying  these  points — New  Berne,  Washington,  and 
Plymoutli — we  permit  their  occupation  by  the  enemy  and  their  use  by 
them  as  yards  and  arsenals  in  which  to  prepare  rams  and  gunboats  to 
operate  against  our  gunboats  in  the  Sounds. 

2d.  To  permit  egress  of  any  lighter-drauglit  gunboat  that  may  be 
built  in  the  rivers  above;  and,  in  fine,  gives  our  gunboats  tbe  control  of 
those  rivers  for  ofiensive  operations  by  water. 

dd.  These  towns  aftbrd  excellent  landing  places,  at  which  our  forces 
could  be  quickly  and  safely  concentrated  for  otfensive  operations  by 
land,  having  the  towns  as  bases.  This  advantage  is  the  more  sensibly 
felt  when  any  one  town  is  besieged. 

4th.  These  three  strategical  points  retain  within  their  power  all  the 
counties  to  the  east  of  them,  which  is  a  matter  of  some  importance,  as 
they  are  the  most  fertile  in  com,  &c.,  of  any  in  the  StAte,  and  are  so 
considered  by  the  Confederate  Government,  as  shown  by  the  efforts  of 
Oeneral  Hill  to  repossess  them. 

In  conclusion,  I  am  strongly  of  the  opinion  that  as  long  as  I  am  strong 
enough  to  hold  these  points  I  should  do  so,  and  fhrtiier  think  that  if  the 
exigency  should  compel  me  to  abandon  either  that  it  would  be  a  lost 
advantage,  inasmuch  as  by  holding  the  three  I  can  operate  more  effect- 
ively with force  than  I  could  with  the  same  force  concentrated 

at  one  or  two  of  them,  and  the  others  held  by  the  enemy. 

In  a  nav^  point  of  view  I  of  course  yield  and  defer  to  your  judg- 
ment, but  it  is  my  conviction  that  were  either  of  these  points  held  by 
the  enemy,  a  larger,  not  a  smaller^  naval  force  would  be  necessary  to 
hold  the  Sounds,  irrespective  of  nver  navigation  and  the  convoying  of 
vessels. 

These  views  are  sent  to  you  in,  I  assure  you,  the  most  Mendly  spirit, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  harmony  which  has  always  existed  between 
our  two  arms  of  the  service,  and  merely  that  by  exchanging  ideas  the 
result  most  to  the  interests  of  the  service  may  be  arrived  at. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  admiral,  very  respectfUly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
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HdQBS.  DBPT.  of  VlBOnOA,  SeYBNTH  ABlfT  OOBPS, 

Fart  Mnnroej  Va.j  April  23, 1863. 

General  U.  W.  IIallbok, 

Omeralin-  vhief: 

Gbnkbal  :  In  my  telegraphic  dispatch  of  the  18th  I  said  that  I  had 
been  long  in  favor  of  oocapying  West  Point  I  shoald  have  taken  pos- 
session of  it  if  I  had  been  able  to  spare  6,000  men,  the  smallest  nnmber 
requisite  to  make  the  occupatioD  secure.  My  object  was  to  cut  off 
Gloucester  and  Matthews  Counties  as  sources  of  supply  to  the  insur- 
gents, and  to  break  up  the  system  of  contraband  trade  across  those 
counties,  and  from  the  Piankatank  Biver  and  the  mouth  of  the  Bap- 
pabannock.  In  yoar  letter  of  the  17th  instant  you  suggest  the  occu- 
pation of  that  position  as  a  base  for  a  movement  in  support  of  General 
Hooker,  who  I  snppose  is  to  move  on  Richmond  from  Fredericksburg. 
1  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  advisable  if  I  could  have  a  sufficient 
tbrce.  The  White  House  would  be  a  still  better  position,  as  it  is  20 
miles  nearer  the  enemy's  flank,  but  portions  of  the  Pamunkey  Biver  are 
narrow,  and  the  water  commanicaf aons  might  be  interrupted  or  made 
insecure  by  batteries  planted  on  ibs  banks.  Should  the  enemy  with- 
draw from  Suffolk  I  ^dll  occupy  West  Point  with  all  the  force  I  can 
spare. 

I  agiee  with  you  that  a  movement  on  Weldon  would  be  hazardous, 
and  it  would  be  of  little  advantage  unless  we  could  go  there  in  suffi- 
cient force  to  hold  it  The  destruction  of  the  railroad  bridge  at  Gk>lds- 
borough,  which  cost  us  many  lives,  only  iuterrapted  the  communication 
for  about  thirty  days,  a  temporary  inconvenience  but  not  a  serious  dis- 
aster to  the  enemy.  Our  great  error  has  been  in  occupying  too  many 
positions.  There  was  an  excuse  for  scattering  our  forces  while  there 
was  reason  to  believe  that  the  people  of  the  South  would  rally  around 
them  as  nucleus  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  This  hope  is  now  gone, 
and  as  our  only  chance  of  success  is  by  6verpowering  them  by  prepon- 
derance of  force  or  wearing  them  out  by  cutting  off  their  commerce  with 
foreign  countries,  all  interior  positions,  ui^ess  they  have  some  special 
importance,  should  be  abandoned. 

In  this  department  no  useless  positions  are  occupied.  There  are  but 
two  points  of  great  importance— Fort  Monroe  and  Norfolk— the  former 
as  a  military  position  commanding  the  Ghesapeake  Bay  and  the  rivers 
that  enter  into  it,  and  the  latter  as  a  navid  station  for  the  repair  of 
our  gunboats  and  transports,  which  would  otherwise  be  obliged  to  go 
to  Baltimore  or  Washington  on  the  occurrence  of  any  ordinary  casual^. 
Suffolk  was  occupied  partly  to  cover  Norfolk  and  partly  in  pursuance 
of  the  purpose,  already  referi^  to,  of  affording  to  the  people  a  rallying 
point  for  the  restoration  of  the  Union.  In  the  latter  respect  it  has 
failed,  and  in  view  of  the  former  there  is  a  better  position — ^the  line  of 
the  Deep  Greek  and  the  West  Branch  of  Elizabeth  Biver — more  defensi- 
ble, and  from  which  an  army  could  retire  on  Norfolk  with  ease  and 
safety.  I  am  preparing  to  fortify  it.  Suffolk  is  weak  from  the  long 
and  narrow  channel  of  the  Nansemond,  running  7  miles  to  the  rear,  with 
an  average  width  of  less  than  100  yards.  It  requires  a  large  force  and 
incessant  vigilance  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  crossing  and  cutting  off 
our  communications  with  Norfolk.  But  as  it  would  be  impossible  to 
fJBdl  back  on  that  cit^  in  the  face  of  a  superior  force  it  must  be  held  at 
all  hazards. 

Yorktown  is  occupied  to  keep  the  enemy  a^t  a  distance  firom  this  post. 
He  would  not  be  likely  to  pass  it  while  held  by  us.    If  it  were  aban* 
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doned  he  wonld  pash  his  forces  down  to  Bethel  or  Hamptou  aod  shot 
as  up  in  the  fort.  Williainsbarg  is  only  held  as  a  picket  station  t>f 
Torktown,  to  prevent  the  enemy  from  approaching  the  latter  and  hiir- 
assiug  us  in  our  iutrenchments  with  rifled  cannon  and  small-arms  of 
long  range.  The  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Williamsburg  have  orders  to 
fall  t>ack  on  Yorktown  if  menaced  by  superior  numbers. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MafffT'OeneraL 

BuvFOLKy  April  23, 1863. 
Major-General  DiX; 

As  you  well  know,  T  have  for  many  months  performed  more  duties 
than  is  incident  to  any  one  army  corps  in  the  service.  Now  I  am  per- 
fonning  more  than  the  commanders  of  two  corps  in  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  I  cannot  do  so  longer  in  a  proper  manner  without  the  rank 
and  staff  machinery.    Please  act  upon  this  matter  with  the  (Secretary. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mqfar-OeiieraL 


BtTFFOiiK,  Ya.,  April  23, 1863. 
M%jor-(}eneral  Drz: 

Yesterday  was  devoted  to  exploration  in  the  Dismal  Swamp.  The 
impression  was  strong  that,  not  succeeding  in  crossing  the  river,  Long- 
street  was  cutting  a  road  through  from  the  Edenton  hmmI.  Duke  states 
there  is  a  ridge  by  which  they  can  get  through  to  the  railway.  A  party 
is  out  now.  In  consequence  of  this  and  of  the  rain  that  demonstration 
was  delayed.  It  is  reported  that  their  cars  have  been  heard.  Not  sat- 
isfied of  its  correctness. 

JOHK  J.  PBOK, 

Ma^r-Oei^erdL 

Bttffolk,  April  23, 1863. 
M%jor-Oeneral  Dix: 

Affiurs  stand  as  yesterday.  I  am  employing  all  possible  means  to 
strengthen  the  river  line.  The  boats  of  the  Navy  are  below  tiie  Branch. 
Have  sent  troops  into  the  swamp  along  the  canal  to  watch  the  left  flank. 
Mi^or  Stratton  says  the  people  report  a  force  of  3,000  or  4,000  on  this 
eide  the  Chowan,  drawing  supplies  from  that  section.  He  sent  Mr. 
Hinton,  of  EUntonsville^  in  as  a  prisoner,  a  man  of  means  and  influence. 
Mr.  Hinton  says  there  is  a  force  there,  and  that  nineteen  wagons  witii 
cavalry  were  up  after  forage.    He  says  they  are  Hill's. 

PECK, 
Mqfor-ChnerdL 


Off  Nbwpobt  XThws,  AprU  23, 1863—8  a.  m. 

Hon.  OiDBON  Wbllbs. 

Beerelary  of  ike  Ufaifty : 

Lieutenant  Gushing  reports  that  yesterday  afternoon  with  90  men  and 
a  howitzer  he  went  to  the  village  of  Chuckatuok,  where  a  large  cavahry 
force  was  reported  to  be.    Encountered  40  cavalry  in  the  vulage;  de- 
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iVated  tliem ;  killed  2  and  captQied  3  of  their  horses,  fiilly  dqaipped. 
lie  lost  1  man  killed.  He  thinks  that  his  reconnaissance  sboi\  s  that 
the  encm.y  are  not  in  strong  force  near  Suffolk. 

B.  P.  LiBB| 
AeUng  Bear-AdmiraL 


United  States  Flagship  Minnesota, 

OffJSreurport  News^  Va.j  April  23, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Ocmdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps^  Fortress  Monroe^  Va. : 

Oenebal:  I  respectfully  inform  yen  that  the  proclamation  of  the 
President  of  the  United  States,  dated  March  31,*  and  the  accompanying 
onler  of  the  Secretaries  of  War  f  and  Navy  of  the  same  date,  regarding 
commei-cial  interconrse  with  inhabitants  of  the  insurrectionary  regions, 
which  I  understand  as  superseding  the  order  of  the  President,  dated 
November  12, 18G2,|  in  reference  to  vessels  and  merchandise  entering 
aud  departing  from  the  port  of  Norfolk,  have  been  communicated  this 
day  to  the  guard  vessels  for  their  guidance. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiraly  Oowdg.  N.  AUantio  Blockading  Squaaren. 


United  States  Flao-bhip  Minnesota, 

OffNeicport  News^  Fa.,  April  23, 18d3. 

Msg.  Gen.  John  A.  Diz,  U.  8.  A., 

Oemdg.  Seventh  Army  Corps,  Fortress  Monroe^  Fa.: 

Qeneral:  I  send  herewith  4  negroes,  who  went  on  board  the  Mount 
Washington  in  the  Nansemond  on  the  15th  instant,  representing  that 
they  were  free  negroes,  and  that  there  was  no  enemy  in  sight;  but 
scarcely  a  minute  had  elapsed  when  the  Mount  Washington  was  at- 
tacked and  a  long  and  severe  engagement  followed.  I  respectfully  re- 
quest that  you  will  make  such  disposition  of  them  as  may  seem  proper 
under  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfally,  yours. 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bitar- Admiral,  Oomdg,  y.  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 


Fort  Monroe,  April  23, 1863. 
MsyorGeneral  Eeyes, 

Commanding,  Yorktown : 

I  have  been  every  day  since  you  were  here  to  the  Nansemond  or  to 
Suffolk.  We  cannot  get  more  troops  for  you  at  present.  I  do  not  feel 
easy  about  our  force  at  Fort  Magruder.  It  would  not  be  difficult  to 
imt  it  off.  If  we  remain  there  wo  must  hold  Williamsburg  with  our 
pickets  Please  send  the  correspoudence  with  Dr.  Wager,  late  iu 
charge  of  the  asylum.  I  may  write  General  Wise.  If  we  get  rid  of  tho 
fnemv  at  Suffolk  l  ahall  streu^tbon  yon  for  active  work. 

JOHN  A.  BIX, 

Major- General, 

*8e6  p.  572.         tSee  Oeoerai  Orden,  No.  88,  April  3.  p.  580.        |  Seo  p.  AiU^ 
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Headquabtbbs  Fotjbth  Corps, 

YarlcUjwf^  AprU  23, 1863. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Dec, 

Commanding  Department  of  TirgintOj  Fort  Monroe : 

Tour  telegram  just  received.  We  have  had  tune  to  make  each  ar- 
rangements on  the  line  of  Fort  Magmder  as  to  be  secure  against  surprise. 
We  occupy  seven  redoubts  in  addition  to  that  fort,  and  our  troops  say 
they  can  and  will  hold  the  line  against  any  force  the  enemy  can  bring 
against  them.  They  foiled  Wise  and  are  in  high  spirits.  I  can  now 
hold  my  ground  without  reinforcements,  but  more  troops  are  needed 
to  ease  the  great  labors  of  those  with  me.  We  have  a  strong  picket 
line  above  the  forts,  with  cavidry  vedettes  close  up  to  the  town.  If  the 
enemy  attacks  we  can  damage  him  three  or  four  times  more  than  he  can 
damaf(eus. 

I  will  send  the  only  letter  received  from  Dr.  Wager  since  the  attack^ 
by  malL 

B.  D.  KBYE8, 

M4i^'€feneraU 


Obnebal  Obdbbs,  (       Hdqbs.  Eiohtbbnth  Army  Oobps, 

No.  62.  )  Nef€  Beme,  April  23, 1863. 

In  order  that  a  more  constant  supervision  may  exist  at  the  various 
posts  hi  this  department,  the  following  districts  are  hereby  established, 
and  will  be  commanded  as  follows : 

I.  The  first  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  the  Neuse. 

This  district  will  embraee  that  portion  of  the  department  lying  be- 
yond the  outside  limits  of  the  post  of  New  Berne,  the  railroad  and  all 
stations  pertaining  thereto,  Morehead  Gity,  Carolina  City,  Beaufort,  and 
Fort  Macon,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  G«n.  Henry  M.  Naglee, 
whose  headquarters  will  be  at  Beaufort,  N.  0. 

II.  The  second  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  the  Albemarle. 
This  district  will  include  the  posts  of  Plymouth  and  Eoauoke  Island 

and  snob  other  posts  as  may  be  hereafter  established  within  the  limita 
of  the  district,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Qen.  Henry  W.  Wes- 
sells,  whose  headquarters  will  be  at  Plymouth,  N.  0. 

III.  The  third  will  be  known  as  the  District  of  the  Pamlico. 

This  district  will  include  the  posts  of  Washington  and  Hatteras  Inlet 
and  such  other  posts  as  may  be  hereafter  established  within  the  limits 
of  the  distinct,  and  will  be  commanded  by  Brig.  Oeu.  Henry  Prince, 
whose  headquar|»rs  will  be  at  Washington,  K.  0. 
By  command  of  M^j.  Qea»  J.  G.  Foster : 

[SOUTHARD  HOFFMAN,] 

A^iutant-Oeneral. 


BXTFFOiiK,  Ya.,  April  24, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix : 

M^for  Stratton  reports  the  Third  Georgia  Infismtry  in  that  quarter, 
and  expects  it  will  attempt  to  cut  him  off,  but  feels  confident  of  defeat 
ing  the  purpose. 

JOHN  J.  PBOE, 

Mtiior'Oenerdl. 
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Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  24, 1863. 
M%jor-€tonera]  Da: 

It  is  very  inaddy  and  maoh  water  on  the  ground,  bnt  I  think  it  ad- 
visable to  make  a  demonstration  on  the  swamp  flank.  Shall  be  very 
glad  to  see  you.    If  you  come  let  me  know  the  hoar  of  leaving. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Major-General. 


Suffolk,  Va.,  April  24, 1863. 
Migor-General  Dix: 

Six  prisoners  were  taken  this  afternoon.  They  state  no  troops  have 
left.  A  rumor  was  in  circulation  that  troops  were  coming  to  both 
armies  from  Fredericksburg.  Supplies  come  to  them  from  Franklin. 
They  say  G^eral  French  is  much  censured  for  losing  the  artillery. 
Hear  nothing  of  troops  leaving.    Waiting  to  strike  us  outside. 

(General  Getty  just  reports  that  the  enemy  are  erecting  works  at  new 
points  on  the  river. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Ma^ar-Oeneral* 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  24, 1863. 
Mi^or-General  Hookbb, 

Headguarters  Army  of  the  FoiowMe : 

Bichmond  papers  state  that  Longstreet  has  been  re-enforced.  They 
are  despondent  about  his  campaign.  This  afternoon  I  made  a  demon- 
stration on  his  right,  resting  on  the  Bdenton  road.  Thus  far  my  opera- 
tions have  been  successful 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Major- OenerdL 
(Oopy  to  Oeneral  Halleck.) 


FOBT  MoimoB,  Va.,  April  24, 1863—9.30  p.  m. 

Mai.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OenertU-in-  Chief : 

1  went  to  Su£Eblk  this  morning  and  returned  this  evening.  General 
Oorcoran  was  sent  with  a  strong  force  at  1  o'clock.  General  Peck, 
whose  excellent  arrangements  I  cannot  too  highly  commend,  just  sent 
the  following  dispatch : 

SuvFOLK,  Va.,  April  24, 1863. 
Mi^or-General  Dec: 

We  made  a  sacoesafol  demonstration  on  LonffBtreet's  right  flank  in  a  heavy  rain. 
The  enemy  was  rented  ont  of  all  his  advanoe  rifle-pits  and  oriyen  back  to  his  main  de- 
fenses at  Darden's  Mill  Dam  in  a  very  handsome  manner,  where  several  batteries  are 
posted,  and  it  is  thought  that  a  large  force  is  massed  between  the  Edenton  and  8om- 
erton  roads.  Onr  loss  was  only  35,  and  the  object  of  the  movement  was  fully  at- 
tained.   Corcoran,  Foster,  and  Spear  were  ont.    The  bayonet  was  nsed  with  cneot. 

JOHN  A.  DEC, 

Mqfor-ChnerdL 
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HBQBB.  DBPT.  of  YmOINlA,  SSVSNTH  ARXY  Ck>RKL 

Fwrt  Manroej  Va.j  AprU  25>  1863. 

Aotg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Commanding  North  Atlantie  Blockading  Squadron : 

AmnsJLL :  I  received  in  New  York  Gity  your  letter  of  the  9th  instant, 
advising  me  that  the  Navy  Department,  under  date  of  April  8,  declines 
to  authorize  certain  articles  for  the  Smith  Briggs  to  be  fomished  from 
the  Nayy  supplies,  &c ;  also  that  yon  are  directed  hereafter  to  refer 
my  requisitions  for  ordnance  for  gunboats  to  the  Navy  Department,  to 
enable  it  to  inquire  of  the  War  Department  if  snch  requisitions  are 
authorized  or  sanctioned  by  it. 

The  difSculty  of  procuring  from  the  Navy  gunboats  of  light  draught 
decided  me  some  months  ago  to  arm  one  or  two  quartermasters'  boats 
for  the  defense  of  the  Uppox  Nansemond.  The  propriety  of  the  meas- 
ure is  vindicated  by  the  existing  condition  of  things  there,  your  gun- 
boats being  withdrawn  and  the  Smith  Briggs,  one  of  the  boats  armed 
by  me,  being  one  of  our  chief  supports  at  Suffolk.  These  boats  were 
armed  by  me  by  virtue  of  my  general  authority,  as  commanding  oilioer 
of  the  department,  to  do  whatever  is  essential  for  the  safety  of  my  com- 
mand in  the  face  of  the  enemy.  I  did  not  hesitate,  therefore,  without 
any  special  authority  from  the  War  Department,  to  ask  you  foroertain 
articles  required  for  the  boats  referred  to,  not  doubting  that  you  would 
promptly  respond,  as  you  always  have  done,  to  any  requisition  for  co- 
operation in  maintaining  the  authority  of  the  Government  against  the 
common  enemy.  In  the  same  spirit  our  tugs,  our  army  wagons,  our 
ammunition,  and  whatever  else  you  needed  have  always  been  placed  at 
your  disposal  without  inquiring  into  your  authority  to  ask  for  them. 

Though  the  Navy  Department  has  decided  to  respond  to  no  more 
requisitions  frt)m  me,  as  commander  of  the  department,  for  ordnance  for 
the  gunboats,  whatever  may  be  the  urgency  of  the  case,  without  inquir 
ing  whether  they  are  authorized  orsanctioned  by  the  war  Department^ 
I  beg  to  say  that  in  reference  to  yon,  as  commanding  officer  of  the 
blockading  squadron,  I  shall  act  on  a  totally  different  principle,  and 
that  any  material  of  war  of  any  sort  under  my  control  which  you  may 
need  in  the  discharge  of  your  responsible  duties  will  be  most  oheerftdly 
ftimished  on  your  requisition  without  stopping  to  inquire  whether  they 
are  authorized  or  approved  by  the  Navy  Depfu1;ment. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeetfblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor'OmoraL 

BXTFFOiiK,  Ya^  April  25, 1888. 
M%|or-General  Dix: 

The  enemy  deariy  meditated  a  crossing  last  night  between  Jerioho 
Greek  and  Fort  Conn.    There  was  great  activity  on  his  part    He  was 
shelled  firom  For^  Onondaga  and  the  vigilance  of  the  troops  defeated 
his  intentions. 
Have  re-enforcei  Iliyor  Stratton,  who  is  fearful  of  being  cut  off. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-ChneroL 

Sttffolk,  Va.,  April  25, 1803. 
General  Eobib&t  L.  Yeblb  : 

M%j(Mr  Bovey  will  report  to  you.  Longstreet  is  still  at  work.  He  cut 
a  rood  down  to  the  river  last  night  and  fhlly  intended  to  cross.    Our 
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batteries  oommand  the  road.  We  made  a  anooesaftil  demonatratioD  on 
his  right  flank  yesterday,  drivinff  in  all  his  advanced  parties  fiN>m  their 
rifle-pitSy  nearly  thxee-qnarters  of  a  mile,  to  their  main  line  at  Daiden's 

Mill  Dam. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfar'OmeraL 

Suffolk,  AprU  26, 1863—4.30  p.  m. 
M%jor-GeneraI  Dix: 

Several  regiments  are  here  whose  terms  expire  in  a  few  days.  What 
shall  1  do  with  tiicm  t 

Two  deserters  state  clearly  that  Oeneial  Ckonett^s  brigade  has  joined 
within  three  days  from  Noith  Oarolina;  also  that  troops  are  expected 
from  Fredericksburg. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

FoBT  MoimoB,  AprU  25, 1808. 
Mi^or-Gtoneral  Pbox, 

Oammandingj  Suffolk: 

On  Tnesday  two  heavy  gnns.  drawn  each  by  10  horses,  passed  down 
the  Blaokwater  on  the  way  to  Soifolk. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MajoT'OmaroL 

SUFFOUL,  Ya.,  AprU  25, 1803. 
Migor-GtonenJ  Dix: 

It  only  goes  to  show  that  they  have  no  idea  of  leaving.  The  impres- 
sion is  that  new  troops  are  arriving.  One  brigade  is  certainly  here  from 
North  Carolina.  Several  bands  of  music  were  playing  last  evening  on 
the  high  ground.  When  will  the  other  10-ponnder  Parrotts  be  upf 
We  need  more  in  the  field-works  in  order  to  release  the  horse  batteries. 
Not  less  tlian  twenty  pieces  are  requisite  for  <leneral  Getty's  line,  which 
reduces  our  stock. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK 

Mc^'OmeroL 

[April,  25, 1803.] 
General  Hookhb: 

One  brigade  has  Just  Joined  Longstreet  fit>m  Oarolina.  He  is  bring- 
ing very  heavy  artillery.    He  means  to  take  his  time. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-Qemral. 

HBADQUABTBBS  BiGHTBBNTH  ABMY  COBPtf, 

Bept.  of  North  Oarolina^  New  Berne j  April  25, 1803. 

Mi^.  Gen«  John  A.  Dix, 

Comnuinding  Department  of  Virginia : 

My  Dbab  General  :  I  have  recoived  your  letter  of  the  24th,  and  in 
aooordance  with  your  request  am  now  startiu^*  as  strong  force  as  I  can 
spare  to  make  an  attack  on  D.  H.  Hill,  at  Einston. 
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I  shall  oontinae  this  demonstratton  ibr  ftmr  or  fl^e  daySi  and  if  in 
the  mean  time  yon  do  not  defeat  Lcmgstreet  I  will  mAe  a  new  demon 
stration  in  anotiier  direction. 

Please  keep  me  constantly  advised  of  what  yon  wish|  and  I  will  aid 
yon  to  the  extent  of  my  power.  If  I  only  had  my  tioops  back  from 
Sonth  Garolina  I  should  be  able  to  make  such  an  attack  np  the  Roan- 
oke Biver  as  would  make  Longstreet  retire  or  leave  Weldon.  I  was 
half  tempted  to  ran  np  to  Suffolk  and  look  at  yonr  defenses.  If  tiiey 
are  properly  constructed  and  well  laid  out  G^eral  Peck  ou^^t  to  be 
able  to  hold  out  against  Ave  times  his  number.  At  Washmgton  we  were 
unassailable  (after  the  first  day)  with  ten  times  our  nnmb^  around  ns. 

Our  outposts  taunted  the  rebels  with  tbe  inquiry  why  they  did  not 
come  in  and  take  Little  Washington. 

Egotism  apart,  however,  ever^  line  of  defenses  should  have  at  about 
800  yards  (dependent  upon  the  natural  features  of  the  ground)  a  self- 
sustaining  work,  perfectly  inclosed,  which  cannot  be  taken  even  if  Uie 
enemy  penetrated  the  lines  on  the  right  or  left.  These  works  should  be 
able  to  fire  even  to  the  rear.  Each  of  these  works  should  be  mounted 
with  heavy  guns  (long  32-pounders,  filing  shell,  are  very  good)  and 
completely  manned.  The  garrisons  should  be  instructed  to  hold  the. 
works  to  tiie  last  extremity,  and  made  to  feel  their  entire  independence 
of  any  mishaps  to  other  portions  of  the  line. 

These  works  should  be  of  a  strong  profile,  with  a  wide  and  deep  ditch 
without,  and  a  palisade  in  the  middle  of  the  ditch  or  a  good  abatis 
in  front  of  it.  Between  these  works  should  extend  a  line  of  infentry 
intrenchments,  with  a  good  ditch  and  parapet  flanked  by  the  fires  of  the 
strong  works. 

If  there  be  time,  the  infantry  intrenchments  (along  which  embrasures 
for  light  field  pieces  may  be  I'oughly  made)  may  be  supplied  with  loop- 
holes for  infantry,  formed  of  rods  and  high  enough  to  protect  the  heads 
of  tiiose  firing.  If  you  have  any  timber  send  me,  and  at  once,  and  I 
will  do  all  that  I  can. 

My  advance  toward  Kinston  are  already  in  front  of  the  rebels  at  Gore 
Greek^  and  will  engage  them  to-morrow. 
Ever  yours,  most  truly. 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
M(0ar  Oei^erdl^  Oommandmg. 

HSADQUABTBBS  ElGHTEBNTH  ABMY  OOBPS, 

Dept.  of  North  Carolina,  April  25, 1863. 
Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Oomdg.  North  Atlantic  Blockading  Squadron^ 

U.  8.  Flag-ship  Minnesota^  off  Newport  News,  Va. : 

ADMiBAii :  I  have  the  honor  to  ackTiowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter 
of  the  24th  m  relation  to  the  occupying  of  Smith's  Island,  at  the  mouth 
of  the  Cape  Fear  River,  by  our  forces.  The  idea  is  a  good  one,  and 
should,  in  my  opinion,  be  carried  ont  as  soon  as  other  operations  will 
permit  or  render  it  advisable. 

When  the  plan  of  operations  against  Wilmington  was  decided  on, 
and  my  preparations  were  making,  this  point  (Smith's  Island)  was  se- 
lected as  the  first  point  on  whicn  to  land  and  make  an  establishment  to 
cover  a  depot  of  supplies.  I  am  glad  that  ()ai)tain  Case  sees  the  im- 
portance of  it  now,  for  there  is  no  roason  why  it  may  not  be  used  in  the 
[manner]  he  suggests,  and  thus  relieve  the  blockading  vessels  at  the 
west  entrance  of  the  Cape  Fear  River. 
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There  may,  however,  at  this  time  be  some  trouble  in  occapying  the 
iBland,  for  I  have  heard  that  the  rebels  have  recently  planted  a  battery 
on  the  island  to  prevent  this  very  thing.  The  island  can  nevertheless 
be  taken  by  a  determined  effort  at  any  time  chat  it  is  absolately  re- 
qoired.  I  will  be  most  happy  to  co-operate  in  any  way  as  soon  as  I 
have  the  force. 

If  the  8,000  men  belonging  to  this  department,  now  lying  at  Port 
Boyal,  were  sent  back  to  me,  with  the  abundant  supply  of  siege  guns, 
ammunition,  and  artillery  that  I  took  down  with  me  to  the  Department 
of  the  Soutn,  I  will  at  once  engage  to  occupy  Smith's  Island  with  bat- 
teries to  command  the  channel,  to  annoy  Fort  Caswell,  and  also  as  far 
as  practicable  to  command  the  Ifew  Inlet  Channel.  Unless  this  return 
of  my  troops  be  made,  which  is  now  refused  by  the  Government,  I  can 
do  nothing  to  aid  yon,  inasmuch  as  nearly  1,000  of  the  two-years'  men 
have  to  be  discharged  in  a  few  weeks  and  eight  regiments  of  nine- 
months'  men  within  two  months.  This  will  very  seriously  deplete  my 
already  small  force,  and  although  I  can  hold  my  own  I  cannot  under- 
take to  do  more  than  act  strictly  on  the  defensive. 

Whatever  may  be  decided  on  by  the  Ghovemment  you  can  rely  upon 
my  ready  and  energetic  co-operation. 

Very  respecShlly  and  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  FOBTBBy 
Majar-Chneralj  OammanHmg. 

T.  B^— I  am  now  moving  on  Kinston. 


FOBT  MONBOB.  Ya., 

April  26, 1863^7.90  p.  m. 
Mi^.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OeneraMhOhi^: 

1  have  Just  returned  firom  Suffolk.  I  went  to  the  top  of  the  signal 
•station,  80  feet  high,  and  saw  two  forts  which  the  enemy  is  building — 
one  in  firont  of  Fort  Nansemond  and  the  other  across  the  river,  below 
G^eral  Peck's  headquarters.  Gkumett^s  brigade,  which  arrived  on 
Friday,  consists  of  five  regiments.  One  of  my  spies,  who  arrived  last 
evening,  reports  Powhatan  not  yet  armed,  but  000  contrabands  at  work. 
Two  thousand  troops,  who  were  there  a  fortnight  ago,  have  come  to 
Suffolk.  The  Navy  could  easily  have  prevent^  the  enemy  from  in- 
trenching at  Fort  Powhatan.  Everything  indicates  that  the  movement 
on  Suffolk  is  a  campaign  and  looks  to  Iforfolk.  The  gauge  of  the  rail- 
road from  Petersburg  to  the  Blackwater  has  been  altered  to  correspond 
with  ours  this  side.  If  you  can  spare  a  few  thousand  more  troops  they 
will  no  doubt  be  needed,  and  can  be  sent  back  the  moment  the  exigency 
is  over.  The  extent  of  our  river  line  absorbs  a  large  number.  The 
enemy  has  cut  a  broad  vood  down  to  the  river,  and  indicates  a  deter- 
mination to  cross. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfor-ChnerdL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  26, 1863. 
M%|or-Oeneral  Dix,  Nwfolk: 

Mi^or  Stratton  had  some  skirmishing  with  the  enemy  yesterday ;  the 
particulars  I  have  not  learned. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

M€Qor'Qenerah 
42  B  s— VOL  xvm 
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FoBT  MoxBOB,  Aprtt  26y  18A 
Mffjor-Oeiieral  Peck, 

Oommandmgj  Suffolk: 

I  Bend  you  to-d^  by  mail  a  brigadier-general's  oommiBaioii  for 
Ck>lonel  Harland.  General  (Gordon  was  her^  yesterday  and  has  gone 
back  for  his  staff.  He  will  retam  in  a  few  days.  I  am  not  qoite  sore 
whether  I  shiJl  be  wiUi  yon  to-day.  The  enemy  has  no  artillery  where 
General  Getty  captured  die  batteiy.  lieatenant  Qowe,  of  the  Weal 
End.  volunteers  to  pilot  the  Oommeroe  down.    Shall  he  txy  f 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MdffOT'  O0i^0fuL 

StJVFOiX,  Ya.,  April  Mj  19KL 
Mi^or-iJeneral  Hookbb. 

Armjf  of  the  PoUmae : 

Longstreet  is  still  here.  Heavy  artilleiy  is  coming  to  him  ftom 
Petersburg.  The  storm  has  ceased ;  mud  drying  up.  Advise  me  in 
dpher  of  as  much  as  you  deem  proiK^  of  your  operations. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

afbil  Mv  isn. 

Mf^or-General  Pbok,  Suff6Jky  Fitk: 

Tour  dispatch  received.  I  have  been  delayed  in  my  operations  by 
the  severe  storm.  I  have  communicated  to  no  one  what  my  intentions 
are.  If  you  were  here  1  could  properly  and  willingly  impart  them  to 
you.  So  much  is  found  out  by  the  enemy  in  my  firont  with  regard  to 
movements  that  I  have  concealed  my  designs  nom  my  own  stafE^  and 
I  dare  not  intrust  them  to  the  wireSy  know&ig  as  1  do  that  they  are  so 
often  tapped. 

JOSBPH  HOOKBB, 


BtJVFOLK,  Ya.,  Apra  27, 186S. 
M%ior-GeneraI  Dix: 

M%ior  Stratton  reports  that  he  destioyed  a  new  tbrry-boat  at  0am- 
den,  opposite  Elizabeth.  Three  hundred  guerrillas  at  Elisabeth,  called 
Fifty-sixth  North  Oarolina.  He  is  advised  of  600  cavaliy  and  four  pieces 
in  that  vicinity,  with  a  regiment  of  infkntry  at  Woodville.  Union  men 
are  the  sources.  The  Fifth  ITirginia  Infimtiy  has  left  Woodvflle  Itar 
Suffolk. 

A  party  attempted  to  cross  near  Sleepy  Hole  last  night  in  boata. 

JOHNJ.  PECK, 

Suffolk,  April  27, 1888. 
OoL  D.  T.  Yan  Busbn,  Fori  Monroe : 

The  engineer  and  captain  of  the  Oommeroe  refhse  to  run  her.  Will 
a  payment  of  $50  to  a  volunteer  engineer  be  authorizedf 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mctfor-OemerA 
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Fort  Moivbob  April  27,  ISOa. 
Ai^jorOeneral  Pjsok: 

General  Oix  Bays  yoa  can  offer  the  $50  to  a  volimtier. 

D.  T.  VAN  BUfi£l!l, 
AsHstofU  A^jutant-Om^eral. 

FOBT  MoifBOB,  April  21  ^  1863. 
M%jor-General  Peok: 

The  Commerce  and  SwaD  have  arrived  aately.  Somewhat  peppered, 
bat  all  right    Lieutenaut  liuwe  deserves  great  credit. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Moior-OmeraL 

Washinoton,  D.  0.9  April  27,  ISeS. 
M^jor-Oeneral  Fostbb, 

Ownmamding^  dtc.j  New  Beme^  N,  0. : 

Obnebai.  :  The  Navy  Department  has  reqnested  that  your  attention 
be  called  to  the  importance  of  the  military  occupation  of  Smith's  Island 
at  the  month  of  Oape  Fear  Biver.  It  is  said  that  by*  the  occnpation  of 
this  island  both  channels  may  be  dosed,  and  thus  prevent  the  entrance 
of  contraband  goods  to  "Wilnungton. 

I  informed  Mr.  Fox  that  no  raditional  forces  could  be  given  to  you 
at  the  present  time,  but  that  possibly  you  might  accomplish  this  object, 
which  he  deems  most  important.  He  says  that  at  this  season,  while  the 
water  is  smooth,  there  will  be  no  difficulty  in  landing. 

If  you  should  be  able  to  occupy  this  island  as  many  contrabands  as 
possible  should  be  used  in  fortifying  and  holding  the  position.  I  un- 
derstand from  the  Secretary  of  War  that  a  Colonel  Wild,  of  Boston, 
has  becQ  directed  to  report  to  yon  to  organize  one  or  more  negro  regi- 
ments. If  this  should  oe  done  it  is  suggested  that  they  can  be  used  to 
the  best  advantage  on  Smith's  Inland. 

It  is  regretted  that  we  cannot  give  you  more  troops  for  active  opera- 
tions in  the  field,  but  at  this  time  it  is  impossible  to  do  so. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLBCK, 

Oeneral-in-Ohitf. 

Spboial  Obdebb,  *  Hdqbs.  of  the  Abmy,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Offiob, 
No.  190.  f  WaghingUmy  April  27, 1863. 

I.  Brig.  Qen,  Oeorge  H.  Gordon,  U .  S.  Volunteers,  will  report  for  duty 
without  delay  to  M^i.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  commanding,  &c.,  Fort  Mon- 
roe, Va. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Major-General  Halleck : 

B.  D.  TOWNSBND, 
AsiktaiU  Adjutant-Omeral^ 

Gbnebal  Obdebs,  )        Hdqbs.  Eighteenth  Abmt  Cobps, 

No.  64.  )  yetfi  Berne,  ApHl  27, 1863. 

General  Orders,  No.  62,  ai'e  hereby  amended  as  follows: 
The  first  district  will  be  called  the  District  of  Beaufort,  and  will  in- 
clude tiie  posts  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be  established  in  that  portion 
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of  the  ooanly  of  Oiaven  lying  soath  of  a  line  drawn  ftom  Bvancf  MUl 
doe  east  to  the  Nease  Biver  and  indading  Bvana'  MiU,  and  in  the 
ooonties  of  Jones  and  Carteret  with  the  exception  of  the  post  of  Ports- 
month. 

The  second  district,  or  the  District  of  the  Albemarle,  will  indude  all 
the  iKNBts  which  are  or  may  hereafter  be  established  in  the  oonntiee  of 
Washington  and  Tyrrell,  and  in  all  the  eonnties  of  this  State  northwest 
of  those  counties  whose  waters  flow  into  the  Albemarle  Sound. 

The  third  district,  or  the  District  of  the  Pamlico,  will  indnde  all  the 
I>osts  which  are  or  may  be  hereafter  established  in  Uiat  portion  of  Graven 
County  north  of  Neuse  Biver,  excepting  the  post  of  Fort  Anderson, 
and  in  the  counties  of  Pitt,  Beaufort|  and  Hyde,  as  well  as  the  post  of 
Portsmouth. 

By  eommand  of  Mai.  Ctan.  J.  O.  Foster: 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 


War  DBPABTionnr. 

Woikiiiffiim,  AprU  28, 1863-4J»  p.  m. 

M%|oir-Oeneral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

The  two  artiUery  oompaniee  at  Fort  Ddaware  will  be  sent  toyou. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK 

Gmteral-ii^ClUtf. 


Unitbd  States  Flackship  Minvssota, 

Off  Newport  JTmr*,  Va.y  ApHl  28, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

OofMnanding  Sevemth  Army  CorpSj  Fortress  Monroe^  Va.: 

Gbnebal:  I  have  received  your  communication  of  the22d.  Ton 
therein  refer  to  some  general  views  which  I  had  expressed,  and  firom 
which  you  draw  the  condusion  that  1  had  withdrawn  the  flotilla  firom 
the  Upper  Nansemond. 

When  General  Keyes  a  fortnight  since  informed  me  on  current  re- 
ports obtained  from  rebel  deserters  and  fugitives  all  along  the  line  that 
Longstreet  was  approaching  Sufiblk  with  40,000  men,  heavy  artillery, 
and  pontoons,  and  earnestly  preferred  requests  for  gunboats  to  protect 
the  line  of  the  river,  the  greater  part  of  the  light-draught  force  of  this 
squadron  was  engaged  co-operating  in  defense  of  the  oSlitary  positions 
on  the  Sounds  of  North  OaroUna.  and  I  was  in  receipt  of  urgent  requests 
firom  that  quarter  also  for  an  additional  gunboat  force.  There  was  a 
similar  pressure  for  additional  gunboats  for  Williamsburg  and  York- 
town.  Here  I  had  but  one  avai&ble  gunboat,  the  Commodore  Barney, 
which  I  at  once  detailed  for  duty  in  the  Lower  Nansemond.  The  Nanse- 
mond  was  already  occupied  by  one  light  ferry-boat  (mounting  four  Add 
howitzers),  which  had  been  used  for  naval  guard  ship  there.  There 
remained  here  two  river  steamboats  and  four  tugs  (mounting  two  light 
pieces  each)  belonging  to  the  naval  service  and  used  for  transport, 
tender,  mail,  and  picket  duties.  All  of  these,  save  one  of  the  tugs  for 
picket,  I  immediately  equipped  with  detachments  of  men  and  such  ap 
pliances  as  I  had  at  my  disposal  for  their  protection  from  rifle  shot 
arming  one  of  the  river  steamers  with  four  field  pieces  on  field  carriages 
from  this  ship,  and  sent  them  up  the  Nausemoud  in  accordance  with  Uie 
request  I  had  received.    One  of  the  river  steamers  I  reserved  for  trans- 
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port  of  ammnnitioD,  coal,  and  dispatches  at  the  service  of  the  vessels  in 
the  Nansemond.  The  embarrassmeDt  thus  occasioned  here  by  the  ab- 
sence of  tcDders  was  partially  relieved  by  the  kind  loan  of  the  quartei 
master's  tag  Da  Pont.  In  farther  response  to  nrgcnt  calls  from  General 
Peck  and  yonrself  I  applied  to  the  Department  for  an  additional  force 
of  light  draughts  to  meet  the  demands  on  the  Navy  in  these  waters. 
Foot  vessels  were  then  detached  fh>m  the  Potomac  Flotilla,  this  being 
half  of  Commodore  Harwood's  steam  tbrce.  They  arrived  here  on  the 
16th  and  were  sent  into  the  Nansemond  the  same  evening.  Lientenants 
Gushing  and  Laroson,  who  had  in  charge  the  two  divisions  of  the  flotilla 
in  the  Nansemond,  were  instructed  to  do  everything  in  their  power  to 
assist  the  army. 

The  upper  part  of  the  river,  in  which  most  of  the  slight  vessels  thus 
hastily  equipped  were  ordered  to  operate,  is  but  a  canal  or  ditch,  of 
width  so  insignificant  that  the  boats  are  obliged  to  touch  one  bank  with 
their  bows  that  their  stems  may  swing  clear  of  the  other.  This  narrow 
and  tortuous  stream  winds  between  banks  covered  with  woods,  where 
riflemen  or  artillery  can  at  any  time  conceal  themselves  and  open  a  mur- 
derous and  concentrated  Are  on  our  men  on  the  open  decks  of  the  ves- 
sels at  short  range,  shifting  from  place  to  place  or  masking  batteries 
above  and  below,  cut  off  our  communications  at  will,  and  destroy  or 
capture  the  flotilla. 

Had  the  enemy  in  force  really  determined  to  cross  the  Nansemond 
how  long  could  such  vessels  effectually  oppose  the  movement  f  It  was 
obvious  to  me  that  the  few  light  field  pieces  we  had  (mostly  on  field 
carriages)  would  in  the  event  of  contesting  a  crossing  have  done  better 
service  behind  earthworks  than  on  open  decks  over  magazines  of  powder 
and  steam ;  for  the  boilers,  machinery,  and  ammunition  of  these  light- 
draught  vessels,  unlike  those  of  regular  men-of-war,  are  near  or  alx>ve 
water  and  exposed  to  shot  and  shell. 

The  line  which  these  frail  and  vulnerable  vessels  were  called  upon  to 
protect,  and  in  ftont  of  which  they  were  expected  to  patrol  and  draw 
the  enemy's  fire,  was  purely  a  military  line,  whose  natural  defenses 
should  have  been  eaithworks  on  our  side  against  earthworks  on  the 
other— riflemen,  scouts,  com  munications,  aTid  proper  disposition  of  troops 
to  oppose  similar  demonstrations  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Was  it 
therefore  justiflable  for  you  to  impose  or  for  me  to  undertake,  without 
a  word  of  warning  to  you  regarding  its  ntter  iinpracticabilit}',  a  naval 
defense  of  your  military  line,  which  defense,  if  fairly  tried,  must  have 
ailed,  to  the  grief  of  the  nation  and  the  probable  reproach  of  the  Navy  f 

I  beg  to  remind  you  tbsit  while  thus  straining  every  effort  to  meet 
these  demands  on  the  part  of  the  army,  though  I  wa^  under  the  con- 
viction that  it  was  an  anomalous  and  improper  use  of  T)>ival  meann,  I 
suggested  to  you,  having  in  view  the  confidence  so  flatteringly  reposed 
in  such  means  by  you  and  General  Peck,  to  arm  and  equip  with  field 
pieces  and  men  for  this  service  on  the  Nansemond,  an  T  had  done  with 
the  Mount  Washington  and  Stepping  Stones,  one  of  the  numerous  tugs 
and  transports  at  your  disi)osal,  of  which,  as  shown  by  yonr  official 
notices  to  me,  you  have  about  forty.  I  have  not  been  informed  that 
the  suggestion  was  adopted.  In  your  letter  of  the  22d  you  say,  allud- 
ing to  the  gunboats,  "I  know  there  is  danger  that  they  will  be  tired  into, 
injured,  perhaps  crippled;  but  this  hazard  must  be  incurred  U)  prevent 
the  rebels  from  crossing.  Yours  will  be  exposed  to  no  more  <langer  than 
mine." 

A  newspaper  correspondent  from  Fortress  Monroe  and  professing  to 
dei'ive  his  inspiration  ti'om  the  ^'  highest  authority" — a  great  breach  of 
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military  and  piofessional  deoomin — aoooaes  me  of  withholding  the  ncoea- 
sary  semoes  of  the  gunboats  and  of  dedring  to  keep  them  oat  of  danger 
by  patting  them  in  glass  cases. 

I  have  not  learned  that  for  this  gross  and  indecent  assaait^  this 
wicked  misrepresentation  of  an  honest  and  earnest  performance  of  daty 
ander  high  responsibilities,  the  anonymons  correspondent  has  in  any 
way  been  corrected.  These  things  constrain  me  to  qaote  from  a  report 
by  Lieutenant  Lamson,  ander  date  of  Snnday,  April  19: 

We  have  fought  the  lehelB  every  dsy  tinee  last  Saturday  except  to-day,  wtCh  a 
heavy  loss  compared  to  our  force,  and  the  annv  have  laid  on  their  bank  or  in  their 
earthwork  without  a  man  hurt,  and  have  uttet^  foiled  to  render  me  the  aseiataBce 
and  support  they  ought  to  have  given. 

Daring  this  time  the  Meant  Washington  and  Alert  had  been  dis- 
abled and  withdrawn  for  repairs,  tihe  former  in  a  serioas  contest  with 
the  enemy's  battery  at  West  Branch,  having  had  her  boiler  exploded, 
her  gallows-frame  destroyed,  and  having  been  otherwise  mooh  cat  ap 
while  helpless  and  agronna  on  the  bar  commanded  by  that  battery, 
without  the  nse  of  her  steam.  Oar  loss  in  this  and  sabseqnent  ane- 
qaal  contests  amonnted  to  one  of  oar  vessels  entirely  disabled  and  three 
of  the  other  fonr  partially  so,  and  24  men  killed  and  woanded,  a  very 
lai^  proportion  of  oar  small  nnmber  of  men  engaged.  The  interval  of 
two  days  between  the  disabling  of  some  vessels  and  the  arrival  of  others 
on  the  Upper  Nansemond,  together  with  the  absence  of  any  naval  dem- 
onstration on  the  part  of  the  enemy  in  James  Biver.  seemed  to  indicate 
that  it  was  not  his  intention  to  cross  the  Nansemona.  Toar  re-enforce- 
ments giving  yoa  as  I  am  told  a  strong  army  of  22,000  men  at  Snifolk, 
enabling  yoa,  as  yoa  have  jast  done,  to  erect  works  and  to  defend  the 
line  of  the  river ;  the  inabilitgr  of  oar  little  vessels,  as  shown  by  snbse- 
qaent  contests  with  the  rebel  batteries,  to  raise  the  blockade  of  the 
Upper  Nansemond,  whilst  my  transports  and  tenders  were  being  oat  op 
withoat  being  adeqnate  to  the  main  object  of  protecting  that  line ;  my 
orders  to  retam  the  vessels  from  the  Potomac  Flotilla  as  soon  as  the 
emergency  was  over,  and  a  reqaisition  apon  me  to  convoy  and  protect 
Miyor-Gtoneral  Hookei's  supply  vessels  going  into  the  Pamankey,  com- 
bined to  dispose  me  to  withdraw, the  light  draughts  from  the  Upper  Nan- 
semond,  and  I  accordingly  sent  Fleet  Captain  Crosby  to  Suffolk  to  ascer- 
tain &ots  and  to  bring  tiiem  down  if  practicable,  giving  due  notice  to  the 
army.  But  at  your  and  General  Peck's  instance  I  kept  them  in  the 
river,  as  shown  in  my  dispatches  of  the  19th  to  General  Peck  befbre 
and  to  General  Getty  after  the  capture  of  the  batteiy  on  the  West 
Branch,  which  capture  opened  our  communications.  The  former  dis- 
patch went  through  your  headquarters. 

I  am  fhrther  constrained  to  say  that  it  was  not  until  after  twofiiilnres 
on  the  part  of  the  army  to  snpport  Lieatenant  Lamson  that  that  young 
officer  was  finally  enabled  to  put  into  execution  (with  the  gallant  and 
effectual  co-operation  of  the  tioops  under  General  Getty)  the  plans 
which  he  had  made  and  urged  to  capture  the  battery  at  West  Branch. 

A  due  regard  for  the  facts  should  have  prevented  the  reflection  im- 
plied in  your  letter.  The  readiness  and  zeal  which  the  officers  and  men 
under  my  command  have  exhibited  in  these  unequal  contests,  in  which 
our  vessels  have  been  ^^  fired  into,  injured,  and  crippled ;"  the  gallantry 
with  which  they  have  incurred  '^hazard  to  prevent  the  rabels  from  cross- 
ing,'' these  did  not  tempt  me  selfishly  to  misuse  the  means  and  lives 
with  which  I  am  intrusted  for  the  public  welfare  to  undertake  withoat 
proper  explanation  an  enterprise  which  is  military  and  nut  naval — ^which 
is  practicable  in  the  former  sense  and  impossible  in  the  latter.    Hence 
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£  have  taken  pains  to  apprise  the  militaiy  aathorities  of  the  insaffldency 
of  tbese  means  to  the  ends  proposed  and  urged  by  them. 

lieutenants  Cashing  and  Lamson  are  still  in  the  Nansemoud  and  still 
under  instniction  to  give  all  the  assistance  in  their  power  to  the  army. 
The  orders  which  I  have  given  lieutenant  Lamson  not  only  do  not 
restrain  but  direct  his  ffoing  into  the  Upper  Kansemond  when  necessary 
and  practicable  at  his  cuscretion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully^  yours, 

8.  P.  LEB, 
Aetg.  Bear-Adrntrdly  Oomdg.  If.  AiUmtie  Blockading  Sqwuhnm. 


FOBT  MoRBOEy  Ya.,  April  28, 1868. 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

Oenerdl4i^Cfh4e/: 

Admiral  Lee  has  withdrawn  all  his  gunboats  fix>m  the  Upper  Nan- 
semond,  against  my  remonstrance  and  General  Peck's,  leaving  us  to 
take  care  of  ourselves.  We  had  two  unarmed  transports  at  Suffolk, 
which  were  much  wanted,  and  yesterday  I  ordered  them  down.  Two 
of  our  officers,  who  have  been  commanding  on  a  gunboat  I  armed  my- 
self^ volunteered  to  pilot  them,  and  they  have  th&  morning  performed 
the  service  snccessfhlly.  Both  boats  received  some  cannon-shot  and  a 
good  many  rifle-balls,  but  that  we  expected.  Neither  sustained  any 
iqjury  worth  mentioning,  though  they  were  flred  on  by  three  batteries 
and  £rom  a  good  many  rifle-pits.  I  have  just  received  the  following 
dispatch  fix>m  Ctoneral  Peck,  firom  which  you  will  see  that  the  enemy  is 
in  earnest: 

SuifOlX,  Va.,  4pHl  88^  1863. 
im.  Gen.  John  A.  Dek: 

The  Ibioe  reported  by  Btnttcm  on  the  Chowsn  wm  Gamett's  aiz  ragiments  of  in- 
fantry, one  or  oftvalry,  and  some  artUlery,  which  has  Joined  Longstroet.  Gamett 
oommanded  at  Little  Washington.  The  enemy  were  very  aotive  all  night,  and  we 
kept  several  hatteries  in  play  on  chopjping  parties.  General  Getty  reported  move- 
ment of  troops  down  the  river  with  artillery,  indicative  of  crossing. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Ma^ar-OeneraL 

FOBT  MONBOE.  YA*. 

April  28, 1863—9.30  p.  nu 
Mi^.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

C^eneramn-Okitf: 

I  have  been  on  the  Kansemond  to-day.  No  movements  there.  Gen- 
eral Oamett^s  brigade,  from  North  Carolina,  has  joined  Longstreet.  Two 
heavy  guns,  drawn  each  by  10  horses,  passed  through  Surry  County  to 
Suffolk  on  Tnesday  evening,  readiing  there  yesterday.  We  shall  no 
doubt  soon  hear  from  them, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqiar-OenerdL 


Bufpoue:,  Ya.,  AprU  28, 1863. 
General  Diz: 

The  enemy  opened  a  new  battery  with  three  guns  on  the  river  last 
night.  Lieutenant  Bowe  deserves  great  oredit  for  his  exploit.  When 
wUl  the  guns  we  talked  about  be  sent  f 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mt^-OenerdL 
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FoBT  MOKBOE,  April  28, 1863. 
M^lor-General  Peck: 

Captain  Baylor  already  preparing  the  guu8,  and  they  yKiW  be  sent  as 
soon  as  possible.    You  ^  ill  have  twelve. 

JOUN  A.  DtX, 

Majar-OemerdL 


SuPPOi^,  Va.,  April  28,  1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

A  man  who  was  at  Franklin  on  the  20th  says  the  railway  bridge  was 
being  built;  also  that  he  saw  two  trains  of  troops  coming  from  Wcldon. 
The  people  told  him  that  45,000  men  were  under  Longstreet  and  more 
coming  from  Carolina. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Major-GemeroL 


FoBT  MONBOE  Arsenal,  Va.,  April  28, 1863. 

Lieut.  A.  B.  Johnson,  Hnffolk,  Va. : 

I  will  send  yon  to-morrow  1 ,000,000  cartridges,  caliber  .67,  and  the  re- 
mainder soon  after.  I  will  forward  the  24  and  12  pounder  ammunition 
as  soon  as  it  can  be  prepared.  I  have  telegra])hed  for  tbe*18-pounder 
ammunition.    Tour  requisitions  are  large.    Have  yon  storage  for  itf 

T.  G.  BAYLOR, 
FiTBi  lAevtenawtj  ArsenaX^  Fart  Monroe, 


Suffolk,  April  28^  1863. 
Lieut  T.  G.  Batlob, 

Commanding  Arsenal^  Fortress  Monroe^  Va, : 

I  am  awai'e  that  my  requisitions  are  large,  but  not  as  large  as  the 
general  suggested.    He  thinka  we  shall  soon  have  use  for  it  ^I. 

My  storage  is  not  sufficient,  but  am  assured  that  more  shall  be  pro- 
vided. 

The  amount  of  daily  consumption  of  ammunition  now  is  not  small, 
although  reports  say  ''aU  quiet  at  Suffolk." 

A.  B.  JOHNSON, 
Lieutenant,  Ordnance  Offleer. 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  Yibginia,  Seventh  Army  Cobps, 

Fort  Monrocj  Va.^  April  28, 1863. 
General  Henby  A.  Wise, 

Or  Commanding  Officer  of  the  Troops  on  the  Chickahominy : 

Sib  :  The  town  of  Williamsburg  has  been  occupied,  as  you  are  aware, 
by  the  troops  under  my  command  as  a  picket  station  or  outpost  of  York- 
town.  A  large  portion  of  the  inhabitants  are  known  not  to  be  well  dis- 
posed to  the  Government  of  t^e  United  States.  They  have  nevertheless 
been  quietly  pursuing  their  domestic  avocations,  been  unmolested,  aud 
have  been  permitted  to  supply  themselves  with  the  necessaries  and 
comforts  of  life  at  Yorktown  and  Fort  Monroe.  The  insane  asylum  at 
Williamsburg  has  been  put  under  the  superintendence  of  an  army  sur- 
geon, aud  its  300  helpless  inmates  supplied,  at  the  expense  of  the  United 
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States,  with  eveiything  necessary  to  their  comfort  and  with  the  remedial 
treatment  they  require.  While  ezercisini^  these  offices  of  humanity  the 
troops  at  Williamsburg  have  been  several  times  attacked  by  your  forces, 
not  with  a  \iew  to  gain  and  hold  possession  of  the  place  and  to  assume 
the  guardianship  which  has  been  extended  to  the  inhabitants  and  the 
tenants  of  the  asylum  by  us,  but  for  the  purpose  of  harassing  those  who 
were  performing  this  generous  service.  On  the  31st  ultimo  your  forces 
entered  and  endeavored  to  take  possession  of  the  town,  occupying  sev- 
eral houses  and  firing  upon  the  troops,  and  in  this,  as  I  am  informed, 
they  were  aided  by  some  of  the  inhabitants,  who  have  been  living  for 
nearly  a  year  under  our  protection.  More  recently  your  forces  entered 
the  town  and  took  possession  of  it,  placing  our  employes  in  the  insane 
asylum  under  parole,  carrying  oflT  some  of  the  servants,  and  depriving  its 
inmates  of  the  care  to  which  they  have  been  accustomed  and  which  their 
helpless  condition  renders  indispensable.  Yon  have  by  withdrawing 
your  forces  left  the  asylum  again  to  our  charity  and  compelled  Major- 
General  Keyes,  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  at  Yorktown  and 
Fort  Magmder^  to  supply  it  with  food  to  save  the  patients  from  starva- 
tion. These  raids,  under  the  peculiar  circumstances,  are  in  violation  of 
every  dictate  of  humanity.  Having  no  result  and  apparently  no  object 
but  annoyance  and  a  useless  sacrifice  of  life,  they  are  also  in  violation 
of  every  principle  of  honorable  warfare.  I  have  directed  Major-General 
Keyes  to  reoccnpy  the  town ;  and  that  the  aggressions  referred  to  may 
cease  I  give  you  notice  in  case  of  any  repetition  of  them — 

1st.  That  the  inmates  of  the  asylum  will  be  sent  to  Richmond  and  the 
United  States  relieved  of  the  burden  of  their  support ; 

2d.  That  any  house  which  may  be  taken  possession  of  for  the  purpose 
of  firing  upon  the  troops  stationed  there  will  be  rased  to  the  ground ; 
and. 

3a.  That  any  citizen  of  Williamsburg  not  belonging  to  a  regularly 
organized  corps  who  shall  be  found  cooperating  in  these  attacks  and 
rising  in  arms  against  the  occupying  troops  will  be  put  to  death  as  a 
violator  of  the  laws  of  civilized  warfare. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOmj  A.  DIX, 


Hdqbs.  First  Division,  Eighteenth  Army  Cobps, 

Core  Creeky  Dover  Eoad^  April  28, 1863. 

Lieut.  Ool.  SouTHABD  Hoffman, 

As8%8t€mt  AdjuianUOeneralj  Eightemth  Army  Oorpa: 

Colonel:  The  troops  of  this  command  were  all  in  position  last  night. 
On  account  of  the  limited  number  of  cars  it  took  several  trips  to  bring 
everything  up.  Colonel  Amory's  brigade  I  sent  to  the  railroad  cross- 
ing at  Core  Creek.  Uc  took  possession  of  the  bridge  and  sent  a  force 
immediately  across  the  creek  and  as  far  as  the  switch.  There  was 
nothing  there. 

I  marched  here  (about  12  miles)  from  Colonel  Jones'  camp,  arriving 
a  little  after  midnight.  I  brought  with  me  the  brigade  of  Colonel  Lee, 
the  section  of  artillery,  and  one  company  of  cavalry,  with  Colonel  Jones 
and  his  I'egiment.  Piauk  was  brought  from  Colonel  Jones'  camp  to  re- 
pair  the  bridge  here,  and  it  was  at  the  bridge  at  1  this  morning.  A 
force  was  sent  immediately  across  the  cr<^ek  here,  which  went  out  some 
distance  on  the  road,  but  found  nothing.    This  lirce  still  remains  arross 
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the  creek.    The  cars  were  running  to  the  creek  till  late  last  night,  and 
the  noise  of  the  whistles  was  constant  and  imposing. 

At  midnight  it  commenced  to  rain  very  heavily,  and  now  the  whole 
country  is  under  water.  The  men  are  patient  and  trying  to  keep  warm 
and  dry.  One  shower  succeeds  another  very  quickly,  and  we  are  wait 
ing  patiently  for  a  lull  in  the  storm.  I  communicate  with  Colonel 
Amory,  who  is  about  2  miles  firom  here. 

It  is  my  impression  that  everything  has  retired  to  Kinaton ;  that  is, 
every  force  of  any  size. 

With  the  best  care  that  could  be  taken  a  good  portion  of  the  men's 
mtions  will  be  soaked,  and  to-morrow  we  wiU  have  to  get  a  supply. 
These  should  be  sent  to  Gore  Greek  by  rail.  We  need  2^  to  3,000 
rations  daily,  and  the  cavalry  horses  have  no  forage.  Tnere  are  two 
companies  of  them  here. 

This  I  t«hall  send  by  Gaptain  Harris,  commissary  of  Colonel  Amoiy's 
brigade. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant 

L  IS.  PAIiMBS, 
Briffodier-Omeral 

nNOFFiGiAL.^P.  S.— A  ration  of  whisky  ought  to  be  sent  for  the  men 
if  provisions  are  to  be  sent. 

I.  N.  P. 


UnrrBD  States  Flag-ship  Minivbsota, 

Off  Newport  Newsj  Va.y  AprU  29, 1863. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  XT.  8.  A., 

Oawimamding  Sevmih  Arwuy  Oarp§j  Fori  IfonttM,  Va, : 

GEinsBAL :  Gn  the  21st  of  this  month,  by  the  exhibition  of  a  white 
flag  on  shore  by  a  person  in  citizen's  dress,  a  boat  fh>m  the  Stepping 
Stones  was  lured  ashore,  fired  on  by  troops  in  ambush,  one  of  its  crew 
killed,  and  the  following-named  men  taken  prisoners,  viz:  James  Cole- 
man, J.  McNiclety,  F.  Hopkins,  and  J.  Beed.  This  was  a  base  transac- 
tion and  the  men  should  be  surrendered  and  not  exchanged  as  prisoners 
of  war.  Lieutenant  Lamson  verbally  informed  me  that  hi  a  recent  com- 
munication by  flag  of  truce  at  Suffolk  the  enemy  expressed  a  purpose 
to  return  these  tlaee  men.    Please  have  this  done. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  very  respeotMly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBS, 
Aetg.  Bear-Admiral^  (kmdg.  N.  AtlamUe  Blockading  Sguadran. 


HIMPUSL  DBPT.  of  YlBaiNIA,  SEVENTH  ABMT  GOBPS, 

Fort  Monroe^  Fa.,  April  29, 1863. 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hajllbok, 

Oenerah-in-Chirf : 

Genxbal  :  Ms^or^G^eral  Peck,  as  you  are  aware,  is  performing  very 
arduous  duties,  greater,  I  presume,  than  any  commander  of  an  army 
corps  who  has  not  a  separate  department. 

Would  it  be  practicable  to  create  an  army  corps  for  him  fh>m  the 
troops  under  his  4*ommand  !f  I  could  designate  the  regiments  to  com- 
pose it  without  iiiterfering  with  my  own  corps — ^the  SevenUi.    He  is 
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greatly  in  need  of  the  additional  staff  which  snch  an  oi^nization  would 
give,  and  no  oifioer  deserves  more  £6r  his  vigilance,  discretion,  and  de- 
votion to  his  duties. 

I  am,  very  respeotflilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

jomr  A,  DIX, 

MaJar-OeierdL 

FOBT  MONBOE,  April  29, 1863. 
Miyor-General  Pbok: 

Captain  Baylor  has  sent  yon  seven  gnns  and  200  rounds  of  ammuni- 
tion for  each.  He  has  also  sent  ibur  mortars  and  1,000,000  cartridges 
for  small-aims.  His  men  are  very  mnoh  overworked,  and  will  keep 
&8t  to-morxow.*    The  other  Ave  gnns  will  be  sent  the  next  day. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^r-Oen/erdL 

Suffolk,  Ya.,  AprU  29, 1803. 
Mi^or-Oeneral  Hookbr, 

Hmdquarters  Army  of  ike  Potomao : 

I  think  I  can  hold  Longstreet  here  for  some  time,  which  will  fiavor 
your  operations  very  materially.  When  he  retires  it  will  only  be  to  his 
two  railroads,  where  he  can  go  to  Lee  or  strike  at  me.  according  to  cir- 
cnmstanoes.  Yon  and  I  will  have  plenty  of  work.  He  is  bridging  the 
Blackwater  for  railroad  purposes.  The  impression  is  strong  that  Hill 
will  leave  North  Oaxolina  and  join  Longstreet. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqiar-Otmerai. 
(Oopy  to  General  Halleck.) 

April  29,  1808. 
Mi^orOeneral  Pbox  or  Dn,  BuffoUcy  Va.: 

1  have  thlly  commenced  my  operations  here.  The  result  may  be  to 
draw  ftom  your  fhmt  and  afford  you  an  opportunity  to  push  or  hold 
them. 

JOSEPH  HOOKBB. 
Mt^'Oeneraly  Commanding. 

Apbil  29,  1888. 
]|f%|or-<}eneral  Hooksb. 

Army  of  the  Potomac : 

No  <diaDge  of  note  here.  Heavy  rain.  Governor  Seward  was  here 
to»day. 

JOHN  J.  PBCE, 

Major-OeneraiL 

Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  OF  YntaimA,  Sbvbnth  Abht  Oobps, 

Fort  Monroe^  April  29, 1883. 

General  J.  G.  Fostbb,  New  Beme^  N,  0. : 

Mt  Dbab  Gbnebal  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Suffolk.  There  is  a 
constant  interchange  of  shots  from  rifle-pits  and  occasionally  fh>m  bat- 
teries.   The  enemy  has  about  40,000  men. 

*  The  day  of  natioiuU  hnmilialion,  fastingi  and  prayer  enjoined  by  the  PreaideiiVs 
ptodamation  of  March  30, 18S3. 
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The  weak  poiDts  at  Suffolk  are  the  Nansemond,  rnnning  to  the  rear 
7  miles,  with  aD  average  width  of  less  than  100  yards,  and  a  ruige  of 
heights  which  overlook  a  portion  of  our  defenses. 

All  your  suggestions  have  been  anticipated,  and  it  will  require  a  large 
force  to  dislodge  us.  Our  line  is  a  long  one,  but  with  a  reserve  force 
in  position  to  be  moved  promptly  to  any  point  of  attack  I  feel  confident 
that  we  are  secure.  The  enemy  is  bringing  siege  guns  from  Petersburg 
and  is  constructing  forts.  He  has  three  batteries  on  the  Nansemond, 
and  is  constructing  casemated  forts  there.  All  indicate  that  he  has 
come  to  stay.  I  visit  Sufiblk  ever>'  other  day.  I  have  entire  confidence 
in  General  Peck,  whose  prudence,  watchfulness,  and  good  judgment 
leave  nothing  to  be  desired. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  you  for  the  diversion  you  are  making,  and 
if  you  can  keep  General  Hill  where  he  is  yon  will  render  us  a  great 
service. 

Oeneral  Hooker  has  moved  with  his  whole  army.  It  is  liirge,  well 
disciplined,  and  amply  provided  with  all  the  materiel  of  war;  great  and 
confident  hopes  are  entertained  of  the  success  of  his  movement  on  Rich- 
mond. I  have  never  thought  it  the  right  way  to  that  capital,  but  join 
in  the  general  hope. 

We  bave  a  cavalry  force  at  South  Mills  and  shall  keep  open  tlie  canal 
route  as  long  as  we  can.  It  would  be  well,  however,  to  exercise  some 
caution  in  using  it  and  arrange  so  as  to  secure  the  destmction  of  the 
dispatches  with  which  a  messenger  is  charged  if  be  should  chance  to 
be  intercepted. 

I  am,  dear  general,  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Please  keep  me  advised  of  your  movements. 


Hbadquartebs  Bbigads, 
WmhingUm^  N.  0.,  ^ipril  29, 1863. 
Lieut  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

AbbI.  Adjt  Oen.y  Eighteenth  Army  OorpB : 

Colonel:  Major-General  Foster,  commanding  Eighteenth  Army 
Corps,  informed  me  that  Washington,  N.  C,  had  been  made  a  military 
post,  and  that  my  brigade  had  been  ordered  there,  and  that  I  was  to 
command  the  post  whUe  General  Prince  was  to  command  the  District  of 
the  Pamlico,  and  that  Washington  would  be  included  in  that  district 
and  form  part  of  his  command.  I  also  received  very  full  verbal  instruc- 
tions from  General  Foster  in  regard  to  the  management  of  the  post,  as 
well  a8  to  what  he  desired  should  be  done  to  strengthen  its  defenses.  I 
accordingly  (after  rei>orting  on  my  arrival  here  to  General  Wessells,  who 
was  in  command  at  that  time)  fuUy  complied  witJi  all  of  General  Foster's 
verbal  instructions  so  far  as  they  applied  to  the  south  side  of  the  river 
by  disposing  of  part  of  the  troops  at  Hill's  Point  and  Bodmau's  tiarm, 
at  the  cross-roads,  Bed  Hill,  &c.,  in  exact  conformity  with  the  general's 
instructions ;  but  after  General  Piince's  arrival  I  discovered  that  his 
views  did  not  correspond  with  those  of  General  Foster.  He  informed 
me  that  he  had  received  uo  written  orders  defining  his  duties  4)r  mine; 
but  lie  issued  the  annexed  (General  Orders,  No.  2)  from  his  headquar- 
ters on  the  afternoon  of  April  28,  1863.  and  on  April  29, 1863,  at  6.45 
o'clock  p.  m.,  I  was  served  with  General  Orders,  No.  3,  from  the  head- 
quarters of  General  Prince,  a  copy  of  which  is  also  hereto  attached. 
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If  I  bare  mlmmdeiBtood  Oeneral  Foster,  I  deeply  regret  it;  but  it  is 
utterly  impossible  that  I  oonld  do  so,  as  the  oonversation  was  too  defi- 
nite and  explicit.  I  write  now  far  the  purpose  of  asking  that  my  duties  as 
commander  of  the  post  may  be  defined  by  a/n  order.  My  desire  is  to  serve 
luy  country  to  the  best  of  my  ability^  but  I  can  be  of  no  benefit  to  the 
service  in  my  present  position  unless  I  either  have  some  instructions  to 
guide  me  or  I  am  allowed  to  proceed  according  to  my  own  judgment. 

By  General  Orders,  No.  2  (hereto  annexed),  the  defenses  of  the  post 
were  placed  under  my  command.  This  morning  I  commenced  throwing 
up  un  earthwork  at  a  point  to  the  right  of  Block-house  No.  3,  where 
General  Potter  indicated  that  General  Foster  desired  it  should  be  done; 
but,  as  the  oider  of  General  Prince  defining  my  duties  and  placing  the 
defenses  of  the  post  under  my  command  has  been  rescinded,  I  do  not 
feel  at  liberty  to  proceed  with  this  or  any  of  the  other  works  necessary 
for  the  defense  of  the  place  until  I  shall  receive  an  explicit  order  to  do 
so,  as  Orders  Na  2  placed  me  not  only  in  command  of  the  defenses  of 
the  post  bat  also  of  the  troops  stationed  here.  That  being  now  rescinded 
it  leaves  me  without  any  command. 

I  did  feel  a  desire  to  aid  in  driving  back  the  enemy  that  now  seems 
to  be  hovering  around  this  place.  In  fact  I  was  in  hopes  that  I  would 
be  able  to  make  it  too  warm  for  them  to  have  even  a  picket  within  20 
miles  of  Watishington,  much  less  to  be  allowed  to  remain  in  force  within 
6  or  7  miles  of  this  place. 

A  Mrs.  Ludnda  Williurd,  ftom  the  neighborhood  of  Beaver  Dam,  and 
who  says  that  General  Potter  knows  her  very  well,  came  to  our  lines 
to-day  on  the  Plymouth  road  and  informed  me  that  the  enemy  was  en- 
camped in  large  force  at  Tranter's  Greek,  and  that  they  inticnded  mak- 
ing anotJier  attack  upon  the  place,  both  by  land  and  witJi  a  floating 
battery  which  ^ey  ore  to  bring  down  the  river,  and  that  their  object 
this  time  is  to  bum  the  town.  She  says  that  the  rebel  soldiers  have 
been  writing  this  to  their  families  in  her  vicinity  for  the  past  three  or 
four  days.  I  make  the  statement  for  what  it  is  worth.  If  General  Pot- 
ter knows  her  he  can  tell  whether  any  reliance  should  be  put  in  what  she 
says.  Her  statement  in  regard  to  the  troops  and  their  location  is  con- 
fljmied  from  other  sources.  However,  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  have  a 
strong  work  erected  on  the  extreme  left  of  our  lines,  as  in  case  they 
should  take  it  in  their  heads  to  approach  the  place  by  the  river  and  at 
a  time  when  the  gunboats  might  be  engaged  below  the  bridge  they  could 
give  us  some  trouble  unless  we  have  everything  ready  for  their  recep- 
tion. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respeotftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  SPmOLA, 
Brigadier-Oenerdl  Vdltrnteers. 


Gerbral  Ohdbbs,  I  Hbadqttabtebs  DnsrrBiOT  of  the  P  amlioo, 
No.  2.  )  Washington^  N.  0.,  AprU  28, 1863. 

L  The  military  post  of  Washington  consists  of  the  immediate  defenses 
of  tiiat  place.  The  town  and  citizens  are  not  included  in  the  military 
post^  The  command  of  those  defenses  and  of  the  troops  will  devolve 
upon  Brigadier-General  Spinola.  The  town  is  in  charge  of  the  provost- 
marshal,  whose  authority  emanates  from  headquarters  of  the  district. 

XL  No  int^erence  with  private  property  excepting  by  or  through 
the  pfovost-marshal  will  be  sanctioned. 
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m.  The  slasbings  and  abatis  aboat  the  defenseB  of  works  in  this 
difitriot  wUl  be  oarefally  protected  by  the  troops  and  preserved;  no  in- 
terference with  them  will  be  permitted. 
By  order  of  Brig.  Gen.  Henry  Prince : 

S.  W.  WALDBON,  Jb., 
Captain  and  AisUtani  AdfuUm^OmeroL 


Gembbal  Obdbbs,  \  Hbadquabtbbs  Distbigt  of  thb  Pamlico, 
No.  3.  )  Washington,  N.  C,  April  29, 1863. 

Paragraph  I  of  General  Orders,  No.  2,  Headqoarters  District  of  the 
Pamlico,  Washington,  N.  G.,  April  28,  1863,  is  hereby  resdnded. 
By  command  of  Brig.  Geu.  Heury  Prince,  commanding  district: 

S.  W.  WALDBON,  Jb., 
Captain  and  Auistant  Adjutant-OenerdL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Distbigt  of  thb  Pamuoo, 

WasMngUmj  F.  (7.,  April  29, 186S. 

Lient  Ool.  Southabd  Hoffman, 

AiHttant  A^^jutant-Oeneralj  Mghteewtk  Army  Corps: 

GoLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  following  interesting  fsots, 
showing  how  by  timely  orders  to  a  grand  gaard  I  probably  saved  it 
from  capture: 

On  visiting  the  pickets  over  the  river  day  before  yesterday,  the  day 
on  which  I  took  command  here,  I  found  a  grand  gnard  (1  captain,  2  lien- 
tenants,  and  70  enlisted  men  of  infontry,  and  2  cavalry  soldiers)  sta- 
tioned at  the  cross-roads.  Gonsidering  them  so  mnch  oat  of  place  as  to 
be  a  mere  invitation  to  the  enemy  to  come  and  take  them,  I  ordered  all 
the  vedettes  to  be  called  in  at  once,  so  that  no  time  shonid  be  lost,  and 
that  the  force  should  retire  with  all  dispatch  to  inside  of  Bed  Hill,  de- 
fining the  position  to  be  occupied.    This  was  at  11  o'clock  a.  m. 

I  have  to-day  the  most  perfectly  reliable  intelligence  that  at  12  m. 
day  before  yesterday,  Daniel's  brigade  (five  counted  regiments  and 
some  cavadry)  arrived  near  Uie  chapel  which  is  1  mile  from  the  cross- 
roads toward  Greenville.  They  halted  half  a  mile  before  reaching  the 
chapel  and  "  made  ready  for  a  fight  and  sent  forward  the  cavalry  to 
the  cross-roadH."  But  the  informant  does  not  know  why  the  cavalry 
soon  returned,  when  the  brigade  immediately  marched  back  on  the 
Greenvillo  road  and  made  their  headquarters  at  Taftfs  Store,  16  miles 
from  here. 

Bespectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  PBmOB, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  YohmUtrs^  dmma/ndimg. 

N.  B< — ^A  reliable  man  on  the  Greenville  road  this  evening  sent  me 
this  message :  <*  They  are  all  gone  from  Tafb's  Cross-Boads,  but  I  do  not 
know  which  way."  Probably  Taft's  Store  and  Cross-Boads  refer  to  same 
place,  and  that  Daniel  has  gone  to  YirgiDia. 

On  the  26th  the  Fifty  ninth  Nortli  Carolina,  a  cavalry  regiment  in  good 
condition  employed  on  the  north  side  throuj^hout  the  siege,  was  relieved 
at  its  camp,  10  miles  this  side  of  Gieeuville,  by  the  broken-down  regi- 
ment of  Claiborne.  The  former  ^<  went  off  for  Soffolk."  This  informant 
is  Private  Ferris,  a  deserter  from  the  Fifty  ninth. 
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Obrsrai.  Obdbbb,  \        Hdqbs.  Eightbbnth  Abmy  Cobps, 

No.  ea  )  New  Beme^  April  29, 18G3. 

The  general  commanding  deBiies  to  express  to  the  officers  and  men 
of  the  Third  New  York  Yolanteer  Oavalry  his  appredatiou  of  their  gal- 
lant eondnct  and  efficiency  in  the  varions  actions  and  skirmishes  in 
which  they  have  been  engaged  with  the  enemy  during  their  year's  service 
in  the  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

The  regiment  will  inscribe  upon  its  standard  and  the  several  com- 
panies upon  their  guidons  the  names  of  battles  and  skirmishes  as  pre- 
viously directed  in  orders. 

The  battle-flag  of  the  Seventh  Oonfederate  (Olaibome)  Cavalry,  which 
was  captured  from  the  enemy  in  the  gallant  charge  by  a  detachment  of 
Companies  A  and  B  against  superior  numbers  near  Little  Washington 
on  the  18th  day  of  Apiil  instant,  is  presented  to  the  regiment  as  a 
distinguished  mark  of  the  favor  and  appredatiou  in  which  the  gallant 
services  of  this  command  are  held. 

By  command  of  Mi^Oir-General  Foster: 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

A$9i$tami  Adfutant'C^mieraL 

FOBT  MORBOB,  YA., 

April  ao,  1803-^.30  p.  m. 
Maj.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbox, 

thneral-in-Oklqf: 

The  Ninth  Regiment  New  York  Yolunteers  is,  I  find,  determined  to 
leave  on  Sunday.  It  is  one  of  the  best  regiments  I  have  and  I  cannot 
afford  to  lose  it  at  this  moment.  Can  you  give  me  another  regiment  in 
place  of  itf  II'  not,  can  I  have  the  company  of  heavy  artillery  at  Fort 
McHenry  belonging  to  Colonel  Roberts'  regiment  heref  I  am  told 
General  Morris  did  not  need  it  and  thought  of  mounting  it.  With  this 
Aud  the  two  companies  you  have  ordered  from  Fort  Delaware  I  will  try 
to  manage,  if  you  cannot  give  me  another  regiment. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mttfor-Chierak 

Suffolk,  April  ao,  1883. 
Mi^or-General  Da,: 

What  does  General  Halleck  say  about  the  oorpsf  One  is  due  for  my 
services,  which  have  long  been  more  arduous  and  responsible  tiian  most 
corpe  commanders. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

^'ChneroL 


FOBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  April  SO,  1863. 
M%f.  Gen.  Josbph  Hookeb, 

Commanding  Army  of  ike  Potomac : 

We  are  invested  at  Suffolk  by  a  superior  force,  but  are  getting  stronger 
every  day.  I  returned  l^om  there  last  evening.  U  the  enemy  attacks 
he  will  fare  badly.  A  successful  movement  on  your  part,  for  which  we 
ire  all  most  anxious,  will  be  of  great  service  to  us  by  preventing  Long- 
street  from  being  further  re-entbrced  and  may  compel  him  to  with- 
draw. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mttfor-GeneraL 
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April  SO,  1863—12^  noon. 

Migor-Chineral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe: 

The  enemy  has  need  of  every  man  here.  He  has  his  hands  fall.  Bely 
on  this.    I  can  say  no  more. 

JOSEPH  HOOEEB, 
Majo9'' General^  Oommandmg, 
(Oopy  to  General  Peck.) 

SUPFOLK,  April  aO,  1883. 
Major-General  Hooker, 

CominandiHg  Army  of  tJ^e  Fotomae : 

The  enemy  opened  upon  the  Commodore  Barney  this  afternoon  with 
one  Whitworth,  one  SOponnder,  and  one  35-pounder  Parrott.  The 
Barney  and  Captain  Morris'  Uaitery,  in  Fort  SteveDS,  silenced  the  bat- 
tery veiy  handsomely.    Heavy  mu  tor  two  days  and  mnch  mad. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

''-C^eneroL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  30, 1868. 
M%i.  Ocn.  John  A.  Dm 

Department  of  Virginia : 

The  enemy  opened  early  this  morning  from  near  Le  Compters  honse 
with  one  Whitworth  gnu,  one  30  and  one  35  pounder  Parrott.  This 
afternoon  they  opened  on  the  Commodore  Barney,  and  the  battery  was 
sUenoed  by  the  Barney  and  Captain  Morris'  battery,  in  Fort  Stevens. 
We  hold  Hill's  Point  again. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mt^'€f0nerdL 

FoKT  Monroe,  April  30, 1863. 
Mi^or-General  Peck: 

I  have  asked  a  corps  for  you  and  will  advise  you  the  moment  £  hear. 

JOHN  A.  DIX. 


SlTFFOLK,  Va.,  April  30, 1883. 
General  Drs: 

Our  gunboats  ought  not  to  leave  Elizabeth  City,  as  they  can  com- 
mand the  lowest  approach  ftom  Carolina  by  Camden.  That  roate  turns 
South  Mills. 

JOHN  J.  PBCK, 

•Oeneral 


FOBT  MONBOE.yA., 

April  30, 1863—6  p.  m. 
Brigadier-General  Biplbt: 

General  Dix  requests  that  six  30-ponnder  Parrott  guns,  implements, 
and  equipments  be  sent  to  him  as  soon  as  possible.  The  enemy  are 
bringing  up  he^ivy  guns  against  the  works  at  Suffolk,  and  these  guns, 
with  some  100-pounders  that  I  will  get  from  the  forts  here,  are  deemed 
necessary  to  meet  them. 

T.  G.  BAYLOB, 
First  Lieutenant  of  Ordnance, 
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SfTVPOIJC,  YA^  4pra  dOy  1868. 


Mn^or-GeiMKal  1>EC: 

Have  had  a  party  at  Lake  Dmmmond  to-day.  They  went  ap  the 
Jericho  Canal  and  uien  moved  up  the  Washington  until  th^y  met  the 
rebel  pickets.    Everything  is  looking  well. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

FoBT  MosfBOB,  AprU  80, 1883. 
M^joT^Ctoneral  Kbybb, 

Oammamding,  Torktawm: 

Has  my  letter  gone  to  General  Wisef  Do  yon  tliink  it  wonld  be  ad- 
visable for  ns  to  let  the  Confederates  take  charge  of  the  insane  asylum  f 
They  would  be  sending  in  and  going  out  for  supplies  and  it  seems  to 
me  it  would  be  a  means  of  communication  with  tiie  rebels.  DonglawR 
can  come  back  as  steward,  if  you  think  proper,  under  our  superintend 
ence. 

JOHN  A.  DEX, 


HBADQXTABTBBS  FOUBTH  OOBPSy 

Tarktawnj  AprU  80, 1883. 
Millor-Oeneral  Diz, 

Oammandimg  Departmmit  of  Vfrgmiaj  Fart  Mamroe: 

Your  letter  to  Governor  Wise  was  sent  ftom  Williamsburg  yesterday 
at  5  p.  m. 

Our  picket  line  now  embraces  that  town.  The  case  of  the  insane 
a^lum  is  a  difficult  matter  in  our  hands  or  with  the  OonfKlerates.  If 
they  have  it,  it  would  afford  a  standing  pretext  for  visits  from  their 
emissaries,  which  evil  must  be  balanced  by  our  troubles  with  the  institu- 
tion. I  would  like  to  have  yon  dedde  the  question.  Douglass  I  regard 
as  a  pretty  bad  xebeL 

B.  D.  EEYE8, 

Mqfar'Gmeral, 

XTkitbd  Statbs  FuLChSHiP  MnnnesoTA, 

Off  Newport  NmSy  April  30, 1888. 

Msi.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  XT.  8.  A., 

Oomdg,  SeveiUh  Armg  Oorptj  Fortreu  Monroe^  Va.: 

Obnbbal  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  is  received.  Whilst  I  have,  by 
assuming  authority,  promptly  complied  with  your  requisitions  fbr  iii«- 
tiriel  of  war  for  quartermasters'  vessels,  the  reference  of  all  your  reqni- 
dtions,  especially  those  for  general  outfits  for  such  vessels,  to  the  De- 
partment was  strictly  obligatory  upon  me.  Among  these  articles  which, 
had  I  approved  your  requisition,  I  would  have  been  obliged  to  have 
had  purchased  in  Baltimore  for  you  were  sixty  hammocks,  which  now 
cost  $5.76  each.  The  officer  who  brought  your  requisitions  in  answer 
to  my  questions  why  the  quartermaster  did  not  make  these  purchases 
replied  because  they  wonld  not  be  allowed  in  his  accounts.  Could  I 
properly  do  for  that  Department  what  it  could  not  properly  do  for  itselft 
The  necessities  of  the  war  have  obliged  the  Navy  to  use  Fortress  Mon- 
roe as  a  temporary  depot    Thishas  affiiMided  the  Army  the  opportunity 
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to  extend  to  the  Nayy  very  oonaiderable  fMsilitieB,  and  this  has  always 
been  kindly  done  and  gratefdlly  receiyed.  There  ifi  a  difBerenoe,  how- 
eveTi  between  lending  a  spare  tag  or  wagon  already  provided  for  the 
nae  of  the  Army  and  buying  such  a  tag  to  be  given  to  tibe  Navy  with- 
oat  proper  authority  to  do  bo.  In  vindication  of  your  policy  of  provid- 
ing an  army-navy  for  the  defense  of  the  Upper  Kansemond  you  speak 
of  your  gunboat,  Smith  Briggs,  as  being  one  of  your  ^*  chief  supports  at 
Suffolk  in  consequence  of  our  gunboats  being  withdrawn; "  and  in  your 
letter  to  me  of  the  22d  you  say:  '^  My  two  armed  steamers  are  to  remaiD 
there.  Tours  are  to  be  exposed  to  no  more  danger  than  mine,"  and 
vou  encourage  me  by  a  reference  to  the  safe  running  by  the  ViekslMDurg 
batteries  of  our  iron-clads  under  cover  of  night  wim  hi^  water  and  a 
swift  current. 

As  to  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats,  Lieutenant  Lamson  was  obliged 
to  drop  down  below  the  bar,  that  is  to  say,  from  the  Upper  to  the  Lower 
Nansemond,  on  account  of  tiie  abandonment,  against  the  earnest  re- 
monstrance of  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lamson,  of  t^e  captured  rebel 
battery  by  our  troops  after  it  had  been  held  by  the  cross-fire  of  the 
gunboats,  whilst  the  troops  so  strengthened  it  in  the  rear  with  rifle-pits, 
intrenchments^  embrasures,  and  artillery  as  to  make  it  almost  impreg- 
nable, and  which,  while  occupied  by  the  enemy,  had  harassed  the  gun- 
boats considerably  and  cut  off  their  commumcations  l^  commanding 
the  bar,  over  which  but  one  of  them  could  pass  at  or  near  low  water. 

Had  this  battery  been  heldit,  with  our  battery  nearly  opposite,  would 
have  afforded  the  gunboats  a  cover  above  the  bar,  whenoe  Oey  mi^t 
at  any  time  of  tide  have  moved  up  in  front  of  our  earthworks,  which 
Lieutenant  Lamson  informs  me  now  line  the  right  iMuik  of  Nansemond 
Greek.  Your  gunboat  West  End  dropped  below  the  bar  when  our  gun- 
boats did  so,  but  Lieutenant  Lamson  informed  me  it  refhsed  to  stop  to 
ferry  back  your  troops. 

As  to  your  other  gunboat,  the  Smith  Biijgffs,  1  am  informed  she  never 
engaged  the  batteries,  but  nas  laid  at  SuffoUL  expending  navy  ammu- 
nition, which  has  beeu  freely  supplied  to  her,  in  sheUkig  the  woods. 
I  cannot  see  how  she  or  any  other  gunboat  couid  have  proved  a  ^<  host 
at  Suflblk."  It  would  seem  better  to  have  the  guns  mounted  in  bat- 
teries ashore  than  on  gunboats  floating  in  the  ditch  before  the  batteiy  or 
fbrt  The  West  Branch  Battery  not  having  been  reoccupied  by  the 
enemy,  it  was  picketed  by  you  or  us.  Some  of  the  navy  gunboats  were 
to  go  above  the  bar  yesterday.  I  suppose  when  the  boats  get  above 
the  battery  the  enemy,  if  in  force,  will  reoccupy  it 

I  hope  you  will  see  in  this  only  a  purpose  to  put  myself  and  my  com- 
mand right  on  the  record.  I  close  with  the  earnest  assurance  that  I 
will  always  be,  as  I  always  have  been,  happy  tc  co-operate  with  you, 
and  that  whatever  means  are  at  my  command  shall  be  at  3rour  service 
within  the  extent  of  my  authority. 

£  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Adg.  Bear-Admiraly  Oomdg.  N.  Atlantic  Blockading  SqneUbrm. 


HbAI>QX7ABTBB8, 

MUzahHh  Oityy  ApHl  — ,  1863. 
Assistant  Adjutant-General  Hoffman  : 

Sib  :  I  make  the  following  report  of  the  forces  under  my  command  at 
this  post  to  this  date: 

I  was  sent  here  by  General  Palmer  February  28.  I  have  one  company 
of  Bigfath  Massaehusett8»  80  men;  one  of  the  Third  Massaohusetts,  75 
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men }  one  Narth  OarolinaoomiMuiy  of  abont 20men :  two anned  sohoon- 
erSf  with  26  men  each,  and  aboat  100  negroes  as  laborers. 

March  12 1  sent  a  party  of  soldiers  ftom  the  North  Carolina  company 
into  the  woods  for  wood  with  12  negroes.  After  being  there  a  short  time 
diey  were  attacked  by  abont  40  goerrillas  and  1  negro  killed  and  2 
wonnded  and  3  of  the  soldiers  tak^  and  carried  away  prisoners.  Boon 
as  the  alarm  was  given  I  sent  a  company  in  parsnit,  bat  they  having 
taken  ap  the  bridge  were  not  overtaken  by  oar  forces. 

I  have  kept  the  negroes  employed  lately  in  throwing  ap  an  intrenoh- 
ment  and  have  it  nearly  finished.  I  shall  then  send  those  that  are  not 
needed  here  to  New  Berne. 

Nothing  more  occorred  antil  the  6th  of  April.  Oaptain  Sanders,  of 
the  North  Carolina  company,  with  a  detail  of  7  soldiers  and  10  negroes, 
was  sent  domi  the  river  iu  a  schooner  after  wood ;  the  wind  blowing, 
they  were  not  able  to  land  that  day ;  he  returned  home  and  left  the  men 
on  board ;  in  the  evening  they  went  on  shore  to  see  their  families,  and 
were  all  taken  and  carried  away  to  Richmond  prisoners,  leaving  that 
company  now  witii  only  14  men  for  duty.  Had  we  a  company  of  cavalry 
here  I  think  we  might  rid  this  section  of  the  coantry  from  the  gaerrillas. 
As  it  is  now,  unless  we  go  out  in  a  large  force,  we  are  liable  to  be  picked 
off.  We  have  now  six  horses  and  one  yoke  of  oxen,  enough  to  do  our 
teaming.  Previous  to  your  last  instructions,  under  Generid  PsJmer's 
order  I  had  returned  to  the  persons  taken  from  10  horses  and  13  mules, 
and  have  given  receipts  for  the  rest 

We  have  received  no  rations  since  I  arrived  here,  although  I  have  sent 
two  requisitions,  and  I  have  been  obliged  to  forage  upon  the  citizens,  and 
if  tile  Government  is  to  pay  for  them  it  will  be  much  more  expensive 
thtti  if  sent  fix>m  New  Berne,  as  provisions  are  scarce  and  high. 

The  negroes  are  very  much  in  need  of  dothing,  not  having  received 
any  pay  or  clothing  from  the  Oovemment  and  have  been  employed 
seven  months. 

Yours,  respectfdlly, 

J.  W.  WALLI8. 
Jfiq^,  Oawmamdimg  JPlMt,  EtkabeA  OUg^  N.  0. 


t/nm  Tr{mmM§  Betmm  ^  A«  Dtgmrtmmd  ^  YWMm  (Btmmik  Arm§  Oorpt), 
Uaf,  wm,  JWhi  A,  JHx  dommmMmi,far  JprU  30, 1863  {hmdqumian  Fort  Momroe^  Fk). 
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Or(fam4MaUon  o/troapsin  the  Dtpajftmmt  of  VirgkUOf  M^jf^r-Ommrml  Dig 

eammandingj  April  30,  IMS. 

SUFFOLK. 
Uaj.  Qen.  John  J.  Pmjk. 

PUST  DIVIfllON,  tXVMKTH  ABMT  OORFB. 

firig.  Gen.  Miobaw.  Coboobah. 

Brig.  Gtan.  H.  D.  ItaST. 

9Dth  Kew  York  [N.  G.  A.1. 
i:KHh  New  York. 

Now  York  (Battalion)  Sharpahootezs. 
107th  PenDBylvaDia. 

nth  Rhode  Island. 


CoL  B.  &  ftenn. 


eth  MawachnietUL 
13Ui  Indiana, 
imh  New  York. 
109th  New  York. 
165th  Pennsylvania. 
166th  Pennsylvania. 


CoL  MaTITVW  MUltPHT 


10th  Now 

60th  New  Yoffk: 
16&th  New  York. 
164th  New  Yoik. 
ITOih  New  Yoik. 

ovmr's  Divmow. 

Brig.  Gen.  Gboiiok.  W.  Gsttt. 


#lrfl  Brigade. 
OoL  B.  C.  HAWxnn. 

10th  New  Hampshlxe. 
0th  New  York. 

80th  New  York. 
103d  NewYoriL 
117th  New  York. 

^— ■— — -J  **—*——■*— 

Brig.  Gen.  EniwamD  Hablaxd. 

8th  Conneeticnt. 
11th  Conneetiont. 
16th  Conneeticnt. 
10th  Gonneetloiit. 


OoL  A.  H.  mmoK. 


Slat  Conneetiont. 
ISfeh  New  Hampshive. 
S6ith  New  Jersey. 
IthBhodeUaad. 


lit  PenneylTaiiiBr  Daltwi  A. 
6«h  U.  &,  Battsvy  A. 


Fvrtm'B 

CoLB. 

40th  Hassaohnsetts. 
S9d  Conneetiont. 
Ulst  New  York. 


ounnnr's  nviaoir. 

CoL  WoxiAM  GtTsmrr. 

RughMiimC9  Brigmd9» 

OoL  BoBun*  8.  HuOBnoB. 

137ih  New  York. 
142d  New  York. 
143d  New  York. 
144th  New  York. 


•On  the  Monthly  Betnm  the  Twenty-aizth  If  iohigan  and  the  One  hnndied  and  ftfty- 
seoond  New  York  appear  in  this  hrinde  instead  of  the  Ninety-ninth  New  Yoik  and 
Hew  Yoric  fii&alion. 
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KMKRVK  BUOADB. 

Col.  D.  W.  Wabdbot. 

99tb  New  York.* 
118th  New  York. 
9th  Yeroiont. 
19th  WiflconsiiL 

UKATTACHBD. 

let  New  York  Mounted  Rifles, 
ttth  Pennsyl^ftnia  Cavalry. 

l8t  Delaware  Battery. 

7th  MasBachiuetts  Battery. 

3d  PennflyWania  Artillflcy. 
leth  New  Ibrk  Battery. 
19th  New  York  Battinrf . 
4th  U.  8.  ArtiUery,  Batteiy  D. 
4th  U.  8.  Artillery,  Battaiy  L. 
3d  Wiaoonein  Battery. 
4th  Wlaoonsiii  Batteiy. 


Hiy.  Gen.  EsAonm  D.  Kbtm. 


WimfnBHg&i&n 


4thDdswii«i 
IfiSth  New  YoKk. 
IdOth  PumiylTaiiiA. 
179th  PemuflraiiiA. 


OoL  B.  H.  W: 


ia9th  New  York. 
17M  PennaylTanlA. 
178Ui  PeDnflylTanlA. 

6ith  Pennfl^lTMod*  Oaifilij. 
Aztfllecy  detaehnMBt 


IKiflftedM. 

M  IfaMaehiiMtti  Gav^,  First  BattaUoB. 
Mh  New  York  GaTaJzy,  Third  Battalion. 
Ut  New  York  Artillery,  Batteries  H  and  F. 
8th  New  York  Battery. 

Ist  Pttmsylvania  Artillery,  Batteries  S  and  & 
&th  U.  &  ArtiUery,  Batteiy  H. 

jrOBIVXX 

Brig.  Gen.  Eobbkt  I«.  YiaiJL 

148th  New  York. 
178d  PennaylTsnia. 
177th  Pennsylvania. 

11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (one  eompmyl 
7th  Now  York  Battecy. 

wourMOWMom.\ 

CdL  &  M.  AuPOB^ 
8d  New  York. 

OAJfP  AAJfz&nur. 

MiJ.  John  A.  Dabldto. 

8d  PSnnsylvania  Artillery  (five  oompanlss). 
11th  Fttmsylvania  Cavalry  (one  eompany). 


^Appoan  ftlK>  in  Terry's  brigade,  First  Division,  Seventh  Army  Corps. 
t  Diepartnient  Headquarters. 


NOBTH  CASOUHA  AVD  8.  B.  TIKODrU. 


AiitrattfitmlH-mtmlklgRtttrm^at 


IgRtttrm^OtEl^anma,  Arms  Carp;  M^.  6m,  M 
fir  4yit  80.  WO  (>wi<f  "Hw*  Xm  a—t,  X.  C). 


ncbtaenth  AnoT  Corn.  UKloKIansn]  Pwh 

PlntDlTiilaD,UrigwDec-CDD«mP»ln« 

etcend  DlTlaluD,  UrleidlBr-Gmsnl  tlifltm  ... 

Thlfd  Dlrtiion,  Brtpidlpr-Ooni™]  Fsnr 

FaiRtliI)lTl>loD,BHEidlerOsn«nit  WehbOi 
nflb  DItIiiIoii,  Urigtdlcr-Oewnl  Ptiatr. 
Artlllai?  Brlndd.  feln>)liT-0«ianJ  Lxdll*. . . 

C*nli7,  CoL  B.  H.  M&  . -.. 

rbittlortfiOKoIlna  (Union)  Tolnntven,  Um 


l< 


p:r 


AM*    l^m    HIUI   HW 


X! 


timtfoii  of  the  StgkttmtOt  Armg  Corp$,  Depattmmt  of  Nortk  Can- 
Mt^.  Otm.  Johm  0.  FoUar,  V.  8.  Army,  commaiuUng,  Apr^  30, 1863. 


MtoOMD  Dinaioir. 
Brig.  Oml  Bmrst  If .  Mamu. 


nd   HuMohiuaUa. 
Mb  Hew  Jene7. 
ei«t  Now  rork. 
gsth  Ne«  York. 


Col.  W.  W.  H.  DATU. 

llthUAlne. 
100th  New  Torfc. 
em   PennBylTrnQlB. 

UMlh  PCDIIHjlvBIllk, 

Indepsndent  N«ir  Tok  BatWkb 


Brit.  <3«n.  O.  8.  FnxT. 


OoL  J.  B.HOWBLI. 


CoL  Fmancu  a.  Osbokm. 


SfithlTewTork. 
Wth  PBnnsylrwik, 
B5tfa  PenniylTknlk. 
174th  FennaylTMilA. 


39th  nllnoia. 
CSd  Ohio. 
6Tth  Ohio, 
ireth  Pen  my  Its 
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WOVSTB  DlYinOW, 


Brig.  Oen.  Lbwis  G.  Huht. 


66tih  New  York. 

9Sd  New  York. 

96th  New  York. 
lOlsl  Pemujlvanift. 
103d  PeDiiqrlTftnift. 


HSMBT  W.  WwfU. 

Brig.  Gen.  Tboxas  O.  SrvvBaiov. 

lOlh  Conneotieni.* 
MthlfaasMhiuetlib* 
44th  IfMHMhiuette. 
5th  Rhode  Uand. 


WnTH  DIViaiOK. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hshby  Pbhiob. 


Brig.  Glen.  F«  B.  SvihoIiA. 


li)8(h  Pennsylyania. 
168th  PennsylTanift. 
I7ltt  PennaylYenia. 
ITMi  PenoiylTMiim. 


CoL  Jaxm  JofmnAV. 


3d  MaflMMhueetto. 

8th  Meaaaohoaette. 
13S2d  New  York. 
Ueth  New  York. 


Bdg.  Gen.  J.  H.  Lbklo. 

3d  New  York  (twelve  oompaniea). 
S8d  New  York  Battery. 
84th  New  York  Battery. 

lat  Rhode  Island,  Battery  F. 

Ut  U.  S.,  Battery  C. 

UNATTAOHWJK 

3d  New  York  Cavalry,  Col.  8.  H. 
Irt  North  Carolina  (Union). 


War  Dbpartmhnt, 
WofhingUmj  May  1,  1863—1  p.  m. 

Mi^-General  Dix,  Fcrt  Monroe^  Va,  : 

We  find  it  impossible  to  send  voa  another  regiment  now.  Byerj 
available  man  is  employed.  I  think  the  siege  of  SolTolk  will  very  soon 
bendsed. 

H.  W.  HALLEOE. 

OeneraUk^Okitf. 


May  1, 1888—7.30  p.  m. 
M%)or-General  Pbok,  SuffoJkj  Va. : 

Hood?s  and  Piokett^s  divisions,  of  Longstreet^s  corps,  are  in  oar  front ; 
BO  reported  by  deserters  and  prisoners  captared  to-day.  This  will  leave 
nothing  of  Longstreet^s  command  in  your  front  bnt  Bansom,  if  he  is 
there. 

DANL.  BUTTBRPIBLD, 
MaiarOmeralj  Chief  of  Staff. 

The  larger  portion  if  regiment  detarhf4  in  the  I>epartment  of  the  Sonth. 
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BUFVOIX,  VA^  lf«f  ly  1863. 

General  D.  Buttbrfibld,  Armjf  of  the  Poiomao : 

There  may  be  portions  of  Longstreet's  troops  with  yonr  opponents. 
If  80,  they  are  the  first  installments.  Deserters  and  oontrahands  who 
came  in  yesterday  from  Hood's  and  Pickett's  divisions  agree  in  all 
points  with  others  that  have  fleJlen  into  oar  hands.  The  pickets  of 
Corse,  Gamett,  and  Law  are  on  all  the  roads  now.  There  have  been 
heavy  rains  here  for  a  few  days.  Longstreet  had  two  railroads  in  about 
16  miles  of  his  line. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Majar-OmeroL 

(Sent  by  General  Batterfleld  to  General  Hooker  11.45  p.  m.) 


FOBT  MONSOBy  Ma^  1, 1863. 
MiJ.  Qtea.  John  J.  Pbok: 

Among  the  many  marvels  of  this  war  are  the  impossibility  on  om 
part  of  getting  information  as  to  the  enemy  and  the  &cilitf  with  which 
he  ascertains  everything  as  to  as.  I  allade  especially  to  General  Bat- 
teo^dd's  dispatch  to  yoa  stating  that  Hood's  and  I^ckettfs  divisions 
are  in  ftont  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac 

JOHN  A.  do:, 

M^for-Oem&raL 

BiTFFOLK,  Ya.,  JKoy  1, 1868. 
General  Dix: 

There  may  be  some  regiments  of  Longstreet^s  on  their  way.  Prob- 
ably they  are  the  first  installments.  His  line  was  only  about  15  or  16 
miles  fh>m  his  two  nolways.  If  so,  it  shows  that  the  rebels  knew  of 
Hooker's  moves  before  we  did.  Deserters  and  contrabands  came  in 
yesterday,  giving  the  same  reports  as  heretofore,  and  appear  entitled 
to  fhll  credit.  If  Lee  has  oallea  for  him  his  necessities  mast  be  pressing. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Suffolk,  JIf ay  1, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Have  Jast  examined  one  of  the  deserters  of  Gamett's  brigade,  re- 
cently firam  North  Carolina.  He  says  aboat  what  all  have  said  nt>m 
the  ontset  as  to  the  force  and  design.  His  captain  said  Longstreet 
wonld  try  to  take  Bafifolk,  and  that  he  had  telegraphed  for  re-enforce- 
ments. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 


TJvrsKD  States  Flag-ship  ICnnnBSOTA, 

Off  Newport  Now$^  Fa.,  Ma/g  1, 1868. 
MiJ.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fostbb,  U.  B.  A., 

Oonmanding  Department  of  North  OaroUna : 

Gbnbbal  :  I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  at  the  hands  of 
Owtain  Gooraad  of  your  commanication  of  April  25. 
The  proposition  regarding  Smith's  Island  has  been  sabmitted  to  the 
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Nftry  D^kaitment,  which  has  expressed  its  approval,  pioviding  the 
neoessary  co-operating  force  is  fiimished  from  the  army.  The  Depart- 
ment informs*  me  that  it  has  unoffidal  information  that  Miyor-General 
Halleck  promises  to  suggest  to  you  to  assist  in  any  way  yoa  can,  with 
the  force  under  your  command,  in  carrying  out  this  object.  I  have 
ventured  to  send  a  copy  of  your  letter  to  the  Navy  Department,  with 
the  expression  of  my  hope  that  the  War  Department  would  find  it  ex- 
pedient to  ftimish  you  with  means  sufficient  to  undertake  and  success- 
fuUy  accomplish  so  desirable  a  work.  I  hope  that  yon  will  soon  be 
supplied  witii  the  necessary  means  to  enable  ydu  to  communicate  to  me 
your  readiness  to  put  the  project  into  execution.  I  will  be  prompt  as 
tar  as  my  means  will  allow  to  render  all  proper  naval  assistance. 

With  many  thanks  for  the  cordial  manner  in  which  you  have  met  the 
TOoposition.  and  with  many  hopes  for  your  success  in  the  movement  on 
Kinston,  I  nave  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg,  Bear-Admiraly  Oamdg.  N.  AUamUo  BUx^^cading  Sguadran. 


UmrKD  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 

Offlfewport  Ifewsj  Va.^  May  1, 1863. 

Mi^.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster,  U.  S.  A., 

Oammanding  Department  of  Jfartk  OaroUna : 

General:  I  had  the  honor  to  receive  on  the  27th  ultimo  your  in 
teresting  and  instructive  communication  of  the  22d  ultimo,  giving  youi 
views  respecting  the  occupation  of  posts  vrithin  the  limits  of  your  com- 
mand. 

It  was  only  in  connection  with  the  occupation  of  such  posts  by  the 
Navjp^,  as  a  piyi;  of  their  defense,  that  the  subject  claimed  my  official  at- 
tention. 

I  meant  in  my  communication  of  the  17th  to  refer  only  to  positions 
in  the  Sounds  cf  North  Carolina,  and  not  to  Fort  Macon  and  Beau- 
fort Harbor,  the  defense  of  which,  and  of  Hatteras  Inlet,  is  of  obvious 
necessity. 

As  to  Roanoke  Island,  I  suppose  it  best  that  the  abandoned  rebel 
works  there  should  be  rased  and  the  obstructions  in  Oroatan  Sound 
removed.  Then  such  observation  or  police  as  would  prevent  any  at- 
tempts at  reconstruction  might  answer;  but  even  if  reoccupied  by  the 
enemy  we  could,  if  there  were  not  too  many  other  places  to  guard,  con- 
centrate and  dislodge  them.  But  this  position  does  not  receive  naval 
occupation  at  present,  and  therefore  is  only  referred  to  in  view  of  future 
demands.  Your  views  in  respect  to  New  Berne,  Washington,  and  Ply- 
month  possess  great  force.  They  would  require  considerable  military 
defenses,  however,  to  accomplish  all  you  have  in  view.  They  are  sickly 
places;  Plymouth  especially. 

Hie  enemy  can  build  gunboats  on  the  Tar  above  Washington,  and 
on  the  Boanoke  above  Plymouth,  though  their  flacilities  would  be  bet- 
ter at  the  towns  if  they  held  them. 

The  question  with  us  is  hew  many  places  can  we  profitably  hold,  com- 
paring the  advantages  with  the  expense  of  possession.  We  do  not  hold 
Elizabeth  Oity,  Edenton,  Hertford,  Winfleld,  &c.,  nor  does  the  enemy 
derive  any  visible  advantage  from  having  access  to  them. 

My  general  view  of  our  policy  is  to  take  places  which  the  enemy  has 
ffxtiAei ;  to  level  his  works  of  defense,  and  then  to  leave  these  places  as 


684  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  E.  TIROINIA.  IOhap 

May  2,  IMa-e^  p.  m. 

M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok: 

The  last  clause  referred  to  moyements  of  their  divisioiis  in  front  of 
yon,  meaning  that  there  were  no  signs  of  these  divisions  in  yoor  front 
moving,  as  we  understood  it    The  deserters  have  gone  to  Washington. 

We  are  in  frill  movement  and  have  been  for  some  time. 

DANL.  BUTTERFIBLD, 
Maiar'Omeralj  Ok4tfof8tag. 


FOBT  MoNBOB,  JIfay  2, 1863. 
M%j.  Ghen.  John  J.  Pbok: 

The  children  [cavalry]  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  were  to  have  cat 
the  railroad  at  the  Pamnnkey,  half  way  from  Fredericksburg  to  Bich- 
mond,  yesterday.  Watch  the  enemy  dosely  to-night  and  make  a  ve- 
connaJHsanee  in  force  to-monow  morning. 

JOHF  A.  DDE, 


Suffolk,  Ya*,  lf«f  3, 186Sb 
]i£%|or-Oen6ral  Dix: 

I  organized  a  command  before  the  reception  of  your  dispatch  cover- 
ing your  suggestions.  But  the  telegram  from  Bntterfldd  to  the  eflbot 
that  no  movement  had  been  made  here  on  the  SOth  agreee  with  all  the 
evidences  up  to  this  time.    Did  they  cut  the  line  t 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 


HBADQUABXBBS  ABMT  of  THB  POTOICAO, 

Jfay  2, 1883—8.15  p.  m. 

M^jor-Oeneral  Pbok,  Suffolky  Va. : 

Our  latest  and  most  reliable  information  from  Bichmond  is  as  follows. 
Am  inclined  to  the  belief  that  this  will  prove  true: 

Onr  friend  Just  retnnied.  The  works  uoand  Bidhmond  are  most  Ibnnidabla.  At 
Meadow  Bridge  and  Meohaniesville  roate  they  are  intended  for  field  artillery.  No 
gnns  in  position.  At  Biohmond  are  the  Gil^  Battalion  and  some  artillery.  Twenty- 
seven  hundred  rations  issued  to  troops  in  Biohmond  in  aotiye  serrioe.  General  Wise 
has  5,000  on  the  Penlnsnla.  Longstrset  has  three  divisions  at  BnfTolk.  When  they 
left  Lee  they  were  eaoh  8,000  strong.  Their  effectiye  force,  aU  told,  not  oyer  16^000 
men  D.  H.  HiU  is  ordered  from  Washington  to  re-enforoe  Longstree^s  ooips.  He 
may,  howeTcr,  take  LongBtreefs  place  at  Suffolk  and  Lee  may  be  re-enlbioed  by 
Longstraetk 

DAIIL.  BUTTBBFIELD, 


BXTPFOLK,  Va*,  Jfay  2,  [IMS,] 
Vim  Fori  Mamroe^  Fa.,  May  4, 1803— 12M  a.  m. 

General  Buttbbfibld, 

Chief  of  Staffy  ffeadguartors  Army  of  the  Potomac : 

It  is  important  to  arrive  at  correct  conclusions  regarding  Longstree&s 
force.  You  say  three  divisions  left  Fredericksburg  with  24,000.  My 
information  fh>m  more  than  100  individuals  has  beai  that  his  force  was 
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28,000  to  80,000.  One  of  the  spies,  who  has  spent  weeks  in  their  camps, 
supplied  a  list  of  that  army,  as  well  as  Lee's,  and  28,000  was  the  figure 
on  April  1.  He  has  enforced  the  conscription  most  viRoronsly  in  sev- 
eral counties,  not  heretofore  visited,  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater. 
He  has  been  joined  by  4,000  fh>m  Hill,  and  perhaps  more ;  but  the  ad- 
vance of  Hooker  will  soon  force  him  to  the  river.  His  men  are  ready 
to  go  at  a  moment^s  wamiug. 

JOHF  J.  PBOK, 


(Copy  to  General  Haneck.) 


M^far-OenerdL 


Mat  2, 1883. 


€toneral  Dix: 

The  papers  fix>m  the  other  line  have  the  idea  that  Longstreet  is  up 
there  and  this  was  a  foraging  expedition.  This  correction  proves  that 
my  limited  sources  of  information  have  been  better  than  General 
Hooker's  for  many  weeks.  General  Longstreet  has  his  own  campaign 
and  will  not  give  it  up  until  compelled  to  do  so.  The  people  at  Wash- 
ingtcm  should  understand  the  nature  of  this  siege  of  twenty-two  days. 

JOHN  J.  PBGE, 


SUVFOLK,  Ya.,  Ma^  2, 1888—8.50  p.  m. 
General  Diz: 

By  a  later  dispatch  fix>m  General  Butterfleld  it  is  now  understood 
that  no  troops  have  left  my  front.  It  is  now  reported  to  me  that  a 
tnun  arrived  at  sunset  and  that  troops  were  seen  about  the  railway 
station. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

MtiffoT-  Qtikoful* 

]iAT2,188S. 
General  Dix: 

Richmond  Bnquirer  of  90tfa  has  a  column  cm  Hooker's  advance  and 
the  adjunct  by  way  of  Sofllolk.  It  thinks  tiiat  ^^  Lonsstreet  has  broken 
up  the  camp  of  niMpro-stealing  Yankees,  destroyed  &e  command*  and 
tbeieby  inflicted  a  fatal  blow  to  Hooker,  involving  a  change  of  his  plans." 

JOHN  J.  PBOK. 


Hdobb.  Dbpt.  of  y moDViA,  Bbvbnth  Abmt  Ogbps, 

Fort  Manro&j  Fa.,  Ifof  2, 1868. 
Aetg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbh, 

OamnuuuUng  North  AOantio  Bloekading  Squadron : 

Admiral  :  Your  letter  of  the  29th  ultimo  contains  some  references 
to  affisors  on  the  Nansemond  which  concern  the  immediate  commander 
there  more  nearly  than  myself,  and  a  copy  will  be  forwarded  to  him. 

I  desire  to  acknowledge,  as  I  always  have,  the  readiness  with  which 
my  calls  on  you  for  aid  nave  been  answered.  In  regard  to  differences 
of  opinion  between  us  concerning  our  reiqiective  duties  I  have  done  M 
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in  my  power  to  oonflne  the  knowledge  of  them  to  those  iauDedmtoly 
around  me  and  my  official  saperion.  How  difflcolt  it  is  to  cany  out 
sach  a  pnipoBe  in  this  oonntry  of  free  discussion  I  need  not  saggest  to 
yon.  My  own  pablic  conduct  in  this  department  has  in  more  instances 
than  one  been  criticised  in  a  most  niyost  and  oflfensive  manner  by 

a correspondent  whom  I  knew,  but  as  it  did  not  affect  any  public 

interest  I  did  not  notice  it,  although  I  have  sent  three  out  of  the  depart- 
ment—two for  giving  military  information  and  one  for  interference  with 
officials.  In  regard  to  the  newspaper  article  reilBrred  to  by  yon,  the  mo- 
ment my  attention  was  called  to  it  {for  I  rarely  read  conrespondents^ 
letters)  the  reputed  author  was  advised  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  a 
great  impropriety  in  using  the  words  ^<  highest  authority,^  which  was 
explained  to  be  a  common  phrase  among  newspaper  correspondents, 
importing  that  the  stotement  was  made  on  undoubted  information.  He 
was  also  advised  that  tlie  remarks  in  regard  to  yourself  were  strongly 
disapproved  by  me,  and  on  both  pointo  I  was  assured  that  there  would 
be  no  cause  for  complaint  hereafter. 

The  last  paragraph  of  your  letter,  advising  me  that  Lieutenante  Lam- 
son  and  Gushing  were  authorized  in  their  discretion  to  go  into  the  Upper 
Nansemond  and  co-operate  wiUi  my  forces  there  against  the  enemy,  is 
all  I  can  ask,  and  I  know  that  the  spirit  and  gallantry  those  officers 
have  exhibited  on  all  occasions  will  insure  to  us  all  the  aid  it  is  possible 
to  afford. 

I  have  the  iKmor  to  be,  very  lespectfkdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


SPBOIAL  OBDBBS,  I  HD<)B8.  of  THB  ABMYyADJT.  GKH.'B OFFIOB, 

No.  200.  f  Wa9k4nfft(mf  Mag  2, 1863. 

•  •••••• 

III.  Briff.  Gen.  Isaac  J.  Wistar,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  will  report  to  Ma- 
Jor-QenenJ  Dix,  commanding,  Ac.,  Fort  Monroe,  Ya.,  Ibr  assignment  to 
duty  at  Suffblk,  Va. 

By  command  of  M%|or- General  Halleok:  

B.  D.  TOWNHBND, 
AMaigkm^  A^Umi  Omunral 


FOBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  Maif  6, 1868—8  p.  m. 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

1  have  Just  returned  from  Suflblk.  General  Getty  crossed  the  Nan- 
semond,  near  General  Pedc's  headquarters,  to*day,  with  5,000  men.  He 
was  in  ftont  of  the  enemy's  intren<£ment8, 2  miles  back.  A  strong  dem- 
onstration will  be  made  on  the  enemy's  right  flank  to-morrow  morning. 
In  the  action  in  front  of  our  center  the  day  before  yesterday  we  lost  7 
killed  and  20  wounded.  The  enemy  acknowledge  33  killed  and  a  large 
number  wounded.  We  cannot  ascertain  and  ao  not  think  any  of  his 
trooiMs  have  been  withdrawn.  To-morrow  we  shall  be  able  to  Judge 
better  of  his  strength. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
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YORKTOWN,  JTof  3y  1883—12  noon. 
M%|OT-Qeiieral  Buttxbfdbld: 

I  lettm  that  the  enemy  have  left  the  White  House  on  the  Paninnkey. 
They  have  planted  torpedoee  there  in  the  river.  I  cannot  learn  whether 
the  bridge  has  been  destroyed. 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 

Mat  3,  180:{. 

General  Dix: 

CtametMi  and  Benning's  brigades  joined,  from  Oai-olina,  and  Koiii 
pot's  is  on  the  way  from  near  Gatesville.    Longstreet/s  plans  and  ar 
rangements  were  all  for  permanent  occupation.    He  designed  to  push 
the  siege,  and  Hooker's  move  and  my  preparation  only  prevented.    His 
force  was  over  30,000.    When  be  can  he  will  return  with  the  same  end 
in  view. 

Wounded  yesterday. 

PECK, 


FOBT  MONBOB,  May  3,  1363. 
Mai.  Cton.  Johh  J.  Pbok: 

I  saw  Admiral  [Lee]  last  evening  on  the  Nansemond.  He  expressed 
the  opinion  that  there  had  at  no  time  been  a  liurge  force  at  BufTolk — 
not  over  20,000 — and  that  the  enemy  had  only  a  few  movable  guns.  I 
have  no  doubt  it  is  firom  him  that  the  views  which  seem  to  prevail  in 
Washington  have  been  derived.  I  think  I  shall  be  with  you  to-day. 
Will  advise  you  as  soon  as  I  get  my  mail. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MaJar-OmerdL 


FOBT  MoHBOB,  Va.,  Mo/jf  3, 1863. 

M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Haixbok, 

Omeral-in-OMef: 

1  have  Just  reoeived  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peck. 
From  my  personsJ  observation  to-day  1  am  satisfied  that  the  conclu- 
sion he  and  the  other  general  officers  named  came  to  is  right.  Our 
loss  will  probably  reach  00  in  killed  and  wounded : 

The  reoonnaiBsanoe  in  fbroe  has  been  puahed  np  yery  oloee  to  the  enemy's  main  line 
of  intnnohments,  whioh  is  strong  and  flanked  by  artiileial  and  natnial  obstraotions. 
It  is  erident  that  he  has  considerable  force  massed  there,  and  means  to  make  a  strong 
tight  if  pressed.  It  cannot  be  attacked  without  a  greater  loss  than  I  can  afford  at 
this  time.  My  position  is  seonre  now,  and  in  crossing  the  riyer  on  a  single  bridge  to 
tight  a  batUe  on  his  ground  mnch  risk  is  assumed.  Theae  views  are  eatertainea  by 
Generals  Getty  and  ^rdon.  The  troops  have  been  under  tire  nearly  all  day,  and  be- 
haved with  great  spirit  and  gallantry,  and  I  shall  withdraw  them  probably  during 
the  night.  At  this  time  42  wounded  are  reported.  I  regret  to  say  that  Colonel  Bin- 
gold,  of  the  (hie  bondvsd  and  third  New  York,  was  twice  wounded.  He  is  an  officer 
of  maoh  mecit. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
M^for-Oenerdlj  OammatUUng. 
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BUNBAT,  Mof  3,  1863. 

M%|or-€bn6ral  Fostbb: 

My  Dbab  Gbnebal  :  My  official  letter.  May  1,  briefly  and  rather 
hastily  gives  my  views  on  the  pablio  points  noticed  in  your  anofficial 
favor  of  the  22d  ultimo. 

I  am  sure  yon  will  not  misunderstand  my  motives.  I  am  subject  to 
so  many  calls  for  aid  which  I  have  not  to  give  and  for  service  which  I 
cannot  render  that  I  must  tiy  and  find  out  just  what  is  or  should  be 
required  of  me  and  to  try  to  do  it  If  I  had  only  time  to  lay  before 
you  the  quantity  and  kinds  of  demands  made  on  me  here  yon  would 
laugh  outright  if  Uiey  were  not  so  earnest  and  provoking. 

(hie  point  requires  a  word  of  explanation  fh>m  me  to  you.  My  Im- 
pression is  that  I  twice  had  some  conversation  with  you  respecting 
naval  occupations  (resulting  fix>m  army  occupations)  in  the  Sounds. 
Some  of  the  views  you  now  write  you  expressed  to  me  at  New  fieme.  I 
expressed  my  views  folly  to  Townsend  and  I  think  to  Davenport  and 
Flusser.  This  Townsend  recollects,  and  says  Davenport  thinks  he  recol- 
lects some  conversation  between  you  and  myself  about  it.  It  may  be 
that  I  said  less  to  you  than  to  others  after  hearing  your  views,  for  then 
as  now  I  was  impressed  by  what  you  said. 

If  the  occupation  of  Washington  and  Plymouth  would  fodlitate  in- 
stead of  clogging  your  operations,  of  which  yon  are  the  best  judge, 
you  are  right  to  hold  them.  But  I  should  like  to  have  the  militfury 
occupation  made  as  complete  as  possible  so  as  to  lessen  or  dispense 
with  the  stationary  naval  force  at  each  point 

I  meant  to  add  to  my  official  letter  to  you  that  I  hope  you  will  be  at 
liberty  with  the  Dirigo  to  have  the  obstructions  in  the  river  at  Wash- 
ington removed.  Such  impediments  should  be  removed  everywhere. 
The  army  is  less  hampered  by  limits  than  the  navy  I  believe,  espedally 
in  war. 

I  was  sorry  to  hear  you  were  not  quite  welL  Hope  your  ailment  was 
slight  Please  present  my  most  respectfiil  compliments  to  Mrs.  Foster, 
and  believe  me,  very  truly,  yours, 

&P.  LBB. 

P.  8.— General  Halleok  cannot  give  you  the  troops  Ibr  that  island.  I 
am  very  sorry  it  is  so. 

I  have  been  obliged  to  write  in  great  haste  to  save  this  good  chance 
for  Beaufort    We  place  no  dependence  in  tflie  canal  mail  now. 


FOBT  MONBOB,  VA., 

May  4, 1863—10.30  a.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallbok, 

OeneraJrin-Ohirf : 

A  few  hours  after  the  fight  yesterday  the  enemy  commenced  his  re- 
treat We  are  in  pursuit.  He  was  re-enforced  on  Saturday  by  Ben- 
ning's  brigade  from  North  Carolina  and  Keii)pei''s  is  ou  the  way,  hav 
ing  crossed  the  Chowan  near  (iratesville.  1  shall  make  the  movement 
agreed  upon  with  you  at  once.    Longstreet  has  over  30,000  men. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- GeneraL 
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FOBT  MONBOB,  Ya.,  Ma^  4y  1863. 
Mi||.  Gton.  H.  W.  HATJiBOK, 

General  Peek  says  Longstzeetfe  line  of  rifle-pite  and  battoriea  to  not 
leBS  ttum  10  miles  in  extent.  Batteries  aie  ananged  with  embraanies 
and  parapets  of  12  or  15  fiBet  tUdcness.  Hto  luie  was  of  immense 
strength.  It  endided  BoflUk  fkom  the  Bdenton  road  to  the  Nanse- 
mond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FOBT  MONBOB,  YA. 

Mag  4y  1888—0  p.  m. 
M%|.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hau^bob:, 

Mi^-Geneni]  Foster  to  applying  fbr  eavahfy ,  and  I  nnderstand  fbr 
some  of  mine.  I  have  but  2,800,  and  ean  roare  none.  I  have  1,800 
at  Boflblk,  900  at  Williamsbm^,  and  200  at  Norfolk  \  besides.  General 
Hill  to  on  the  Blaokwater.    Q^^ral  Foster  will  be  nndistorbed. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mtffar^OmmmL 

FOBT  MONBOB,  VA^ 

JToy  4,1868—9  p.  m. 
lC%|or-Genend  Hoobbb, 

Headguarten  Armff  ofiheFotamae : 

Following  jnst  reoeived  fh>m  General  Keyes: 

LienteDADt-Coiniiuinder  GilUa,  Jott  retmiied  from  hmt  Wast  Pointy  hM  lasmed  thai 
the  rebel  foroe  from  White  House  »iid  below,  and  opposite  on  the  Ftannnkoy,  hsre 
been  withdrawn  to  Hanover  Conrt-Honse.  lliere  are  troops  on  this  Peninnua.  bat 
how  maaj  is  not  known.  Nothing  has  been  learned  abom  bridges  ezoept  that  the 
raUxoad  bridge  at  the  White  Honse  still  stands. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqiar^OeiermL 


VOBT  MOBBOB,  Viu, 

JToy  4, 1883—8.30  p.  m. 
M14.  Gen.  H.  W.  Haixbgk, 

em0ral4i^Okltf : 

I  have  just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Peek : 

I  have  in  my  possession  the  oommnnioation  of  Mi^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  to  Genera* 
Longstreet,  reoortlng  his  arrival  at  Carrsyille,  with  his  entue  diylsion  4  miles  this 
side  of  Carrsvule  on  the  8d,  and  awaiting  his  mders. 

A  telegiam  from  M^jor  Stratton,  Just  reodved,  oonflrms  this.  He 
says: 

The  troops  from  Carolina  were  ordered  to  Snffolk  on  the  9d,  and  the  warons  tc 
Franklui.    Have  jnst  returned  from  a  portion  of  their  oenter  line,  which  wonfi  have 
cost  OS  not  less  thau  2,000  men  to  haye  carried.    All  their  lines  are  strictly  in  accord 
anoe  with  the  rales  of  a  besieging  vrmy.    Hill  may  commence  operations  unless  de- 
manded  elsewhere. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^farOeneral 

44  B  B— YOL  XYUl 
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Mi^or-GcDeral  Dn: 

A  brigade  is  on  thto  side  tlie  Ohowan  and  liuigBl^^ 
on  Sotoiday  morning  (2d)  by  General  Benniog,  with  Ave  legiflients  and 
fifteen  pieoes,  who  crossed  the  Ohowan  and  marohel  from  Gatosville. 
Hood  commanded  yesterdaji  and  had  his  diTishm  and  other  troops. 
Longstieet  was  2  miles  back.  Piovidenoe  Ohnrdi  was  filled  with 
woonded.  At  9^  p.  m.  all  his  fixroes  save  i^dket  lines  moved  lor 
Blackwater.  He  had  seven  hours  the  start  Ookmel  Foster  started 
with  a  brigade,  battery  and  some  cavalry,  and  tomed  np  at  LeesviUe 
at  6  a.  nu,  where  he  has  fonnd  the  enemy.  I  have  cantioned  him  re- 
peatedlv  against  being  led  off  too  frr.  Betee  troops  can  reach  him 
they  wul  m  over.    He  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  on  that  ronte. 

J.  PBOK, 


•  ]:i; 


SUIVOLK,  Ya^  Mag  I,  IMSL 
Mijor^Seneral  Diz: 

A  telegram  from  Oeneral  Getty  to  the  eflbet  fliat  Hood  and  Ander- 
son had  seven  brigades  <m  the  river  yesterday,  and  liiat  at  &W  oiden 
were  given  to  retin.    We  ahonld  have  had  a  warm  time. 

JOmr  J.  PBOK, 


FosT  Mohbob,  JToy  4^  IMSl 
H%|or-General  Fbgk: 

The  enemy  having  gone  I  most  have  5,000  men  at  once,  either  Moot- 
gomery's  [t]  division  or  any  other  yon  choose.    S^id  them  to  Norfolk. 

JOHir  A.  DIX« 

M^iar-Omeral, 


BUFVOLK,  Va.,  Jfay  4, 1803. 
General  Dix: 

It  will  hardly  be  advisable,  it  seems  to  me,  while  they  are  on  this  side 
the  river  and  the  resolts  of  me  pnrsnit  are  onknown.  It  wonld  be  sig- 
naled to  Franklin  in  an  honr  or  two.  Let  me  have  yonr  views.  Have 
to  send  Oorooran. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

M^ffor-OmnrmL 

[Mat  i,  IMS.] 
M%|or-General  Dix; 

It  is  my  oinnion  ihat  General  Hill  is  to  take  Longstreet^s  place  od 
the  Blackwater. 

If  any  one  ^poes  it  mnst  be  Ctordon,  and  with  the  number  yea  stated. 
Tliat  number  is  all  that  ought  to  be  taken  under  any  circumstances. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

M^for-Omierml 
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FOBT  MORBOB,  YA.,  Mo^  4, 1863. 

Miyor-Ctaieral  Pbox,  0<nnmandlmgy  Suffolk : 

It  ia  not  best  to  interrupt  the  parsnit  of  the  enemy;  bat  our  troops 
should  be  recalled  the  moment  the  enemy  crosses  the  Blackwater.  I 
would  rather  have  Gordon  or  Gbtty.  The  movement  to  be  made  is  an 
important  one  and  needs  experience  in  command.  But  your  safety  must 
be  consulted. 

The  enemy  will  not  be  likely  to  return  unless  Hooker  flails. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FOBT  MOBBOB,  May  4j  1808. 

M%|or-Oeneml  Pbok,  Oawmumdimgj  Suffolk: 

Do  you  mean  to  say  that  all  tJie  Ibtoes  beftne  Bnifolk  have  moved  fbr 
the  Blaekwater,  including  Pioket&s  divisiont  Advise  me  as  soon  as 
possible.    I  do  not  quite  understand  your  dispatch. 

JOHN  A.  DEC, 

Mqfar'OenerdL 


FoBT  MoNBOBy  Maijf  4y  1883. 
M^jor-General  Pbok: 

DeiBT  tOI  to>moROW. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar-Oenernl. 

FoBT  MoNBOBy  May  4, 1883. 

M^lor-Qeneral  Pbok,  OommaiMmgi  Suffolk: 

Let  General  Gordon  be  ready  with  8,000  men.  The  movement  must 
commence  to-morrow.  I  will  advise  you.  Let  General  Getfy  take  110 
of  the  Ninth  New  York.  I  may  want  the  rest  to  save  the  Third  New 
York--*one  of  the  finest  regiments  in  service.  Will  know  in  two  or 
three  days. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^tor-OtmroL 


May  4, 1883— about  7  a.  m. 
MiJorGeneral  Pbok,  Suffolk^ Va. : 

Nothing  of  positive  nature  with  regard  to  Hood  and  Pickett.  Among 
i$00  or  1,000  prisoners  yesterday  statements  to  any  one  talking  to  them 
was  to  raect  that  Hood  and  Pickett  were  due  here  last  night,  and  we 
should  soon  hear  from  them.  The  most  reliable  information  I  have  had 
is  from  a  desertei',  a  resident  of  Orieaus  County,  New  York,  conscripted 
in  a  Louisiana  regiment,  who  stated  that  on  Saturday,  while  detoiled 
to  the  rear,  their  columns  engaged  to  cook  provisions,  a  force  about 
equal  to  two  brigades  marched  by.  Conversing  with  the  troops  he 
asked  whose  they  were.  They  said  they  were  Hood's  division.  They 
are  being  re-enforced  in  some  measure  from  below-^whether  from  yoox 
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ftont  or  Ckneral  Keyefl^of  oonne  I  do  not  know.  They  had  nothing  at 
Bicbmond  to  aend  hoe.  We  have  had  heavy  fighting  her*  for  two  or 
three  days. 

DAKL.  BUTTBBFIELD, 
Ma^'Qm^rdi,  OMrf  of  8iaff, 


Hbadquabtbbs  Abmy  of  thb  Potokao, 

May  4, 1863—10.45  a.  m. 
M%jor-(}enenil  Pbok,  Suffolkj  Va. : 

Oar  cavalry  bring  information  of  16,000  or  20,000  of  LoDgatreet^ 
forces  getting  off  fh>m  the  ears  at  Oordonsville. 

DAXTL.  BUTTBBFIBLD, 
M^'Gtneralj  Ohitf  of  BUig. 


BuraoLX,  Yk^  Maijf  4, 1803. 
M%jor-General  HookbB| 

Oommamdiimg  Armif  of  the  Folomaio : 

Longstreet  was  reinforced  by  Oeneral  Benning  with  five  r^^iments 
and  fifteen  pieces  on  the  2±  He  crossed  the  Ohowan  with  pontoons. 
General  Kemper,  with  another  brigade,  has  also  crossed,  making  three 
m  alL  Hood  commanded  yesterday,  and  Longstreet  was  2  miles  in  the 
rear  with  reserves.  They  suffered.  At  9.30  p.  m.  all  his  fbroes  moved 
by  different  interior  routes  fbr  the  Blackwater.  He  has  several  hoors 
the  start.  All  his  arrangements  were  for  a  continual  siQge  <rf  BufMk. 
I  was  fidly  ptepaxed  tor  that 

JOHF  J.  PBOK, 

Miffor-OenerdL 

(Oopy  to  Oeneral  Halleok.) 


Mat  4^  IMS. 
Maj.  Gen.  Joseph  Hookbb, 

OommanuUng  Army  of  the  PoJowMo : 

1  have  a  communication  of  General  Hill  to  General  Longstreet,  of 
May  2, 1803,  in  which  he  reports  his  arrival  with  his  entire  duvision  at 
or  near  Oarrsville,  and  asks  for  orders.  His  command  was  then  only 
14  miles  fh>m  Suffolk.  This  is  confirmed  by  telegraph  £rom  South  Miltei 
N.  O.  All  the  troops  that  crossed  the  Ohowan  were  ordered  to  Bulfolk 
and  the  suppiy  trains  to  Franklin,  the  depot  of  the  railroad  from  North 
Carolina.  Bvery  arrangement  was  made  by  the  enemy  that  is  called 
for  by  the  rules  govemmg  a  besieging  army. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mat  4^1803. 
Mfgor-General  Kbtbb, 

Oommamdingy  Yorklaum: 

The  enemy  commenced  his  retreat  from  Suffolk  at  9.30  last  evening;. 
We  are  in  pursuit  We  had  a  sharp  fight  yesterday,  driving  him  to  his 
iotrenchments.    Our  loss  about  00. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Md^  Om^ermk 
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YouktowKy  Va.,  Hay  4^  1883. 
M^^or-General  Dix: 

The  following  received  a  few  moments  ago  from  Colonel  West: 

Fort  Magruobb. 
Colonel  80YDAM :  j 

Intelligenoe  ooines  to  me  that  cannot  be  diareffarded  that  the  enemy  will  attack  at  , 

daylight  ar  before.    I  ha^e  (akan  every  piecaation  against  anrprifle. 

R.  M.  WEST.  I 

Shall  I  godown  to  F6rt  Monroe  in  the  morningf    Please  reply  im-  i 

mediately. 

B.  D.  KBYBS, 

M^far-ChnerdL 

[General  KxTSS:] 

Oome,  if  the  attack  is  not  made. 

J.  A.  D. 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
South  MiUij  N.  C,  May  4,  1863—8.30  a.  m. 

Mai.  ^^ten.  John  J.  Peok, 

OcmmanMmg  at  S^ffblk^  Va. : 

GsinfiBAL:  The  rebel  forces  have  left  all  the  oountiy  between  this 
and  the  Perqaimans  Biver.  Captain  Beynolds  was  at  Sandy  Cross  at 
3  o'clock  this  morning.  Known  Union  citizens  there  informed  him  that 
the  rebel  infiintry  left  Saturday  night  at  snndown  and  the  cavalry  at 
daylight  on  Sunday  morning.  The  in&ntry  had  orders  to  report  at 
SiKflbik,  the  cavalry  at  Snnbury,  and  the  wagon  train  was  ordered  to 
be  at  the  Blackwater  today  (Monday).  A  man  who  had  come  through 
ftom  Sunbury  stated  that  the  cavalry  on  arriving  at  Sunbury  received 
orders  to  report  at  Suffolk.  The  citizens  near  Sandy  Cross  thought  that 
the  rebds  were  still  at  Suffolk  on  Sunday  RiRht.  say  at  sundown. 

Captain  Boberts  and  command  reached  Woodville  this  morning  at  2 
o^olock*  The  enemy  (Third  North  Carolina  Cavalry)  left  there  on  Satur- 
day night  at  9  o'clock.  They  left  two  or  three  sick  behind,  who,  to- 
gether with  several  other  soldiers  were  captured  by  Captain  Boberts. 
Caption  Boberts  says : 

They  aeem  to  have  gone  in  the  direction  of  Gatesyillo.  I  shall  immediately  pnah 
forward  toward  Kewby's  Bridge  and  ascertain  ftirther  particnlars. 

The  bearers  of  the  dispatches  from  Captain  Boberts  say  that  the  en- 
emy left  Woodville  apparently  in  considerable  haste,  according  to  reports 
<rf  citizens. 

Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

FBAKELIN  A.  STBATTON, 
MqfoTf  Oommamding  DeiaehmeiU  at  South 


Ubitbd  Statbs  Flao-ship  Minbbsota, 

Off  Newport  NewSf  Fa.,  ifof  4, 1863. 

M%j.  Oen.  JoHB  A.  Dix,  XT.  S.  A., 

Oomdg.  Seventh  Armjf  Oorpgj  i^ortreee  Monroe,  Va. : 

GXBBBAL :  In  view  of  Major-General  Hooker's  present  movementfc> 
and  of  the  fiust  that  you  have  a  very  considerable  army  in  this  depart- 
ment^  say  20,000  troms,  and  understandinB  to-night  that  the  enemy  has 
disaroeaied  from  befere  Bnitolk,  I  reepeetrollv  and  earnestly  propose  to 
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you  a  jaint  ezpedition  to  take  Fort  Powhatau,  i'etershmg,  and  perhaps 
kichmond.  1  am  ready  to  move  at  a  moment's  notioe  and  will  oo-operate 
with  yon  in  any  and  evecy  way  possible.  My  gunboats  and  a  few  com- 
panies will  hold  yonr  posts  at  SnfTolk  and  Torktown. 

The  opportunity  for  striking  a  great  blow  is  such  as  rarely  presents 
itself  in  the  history  of  nations.    I  am  oonfldent  you  will  improve  it. 
I  have  tiie  honor,  general,  to  be,  veiy  respeetftilly.  yours. 

&  P.  LEB, 
Aatg.  Bettr-Aimirmij  Oamig.  JT.  AOmMc  BheMUmg  ApMiibvn. 


UHITBD  BTATBS  FLACHGmP  MOfinBOTA^ 

OfflTewport  JTem,  Va^  M^  4,  IMS. 

MaJ.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Camdg.  SevmUh  Army  Oarpsj  FoftnM  Mimroej  Ya.: 

Gbotsbal  :  1  have  received  yonr  communication  of  the  2d  instant 
Unfounded  and  unjust  newspaper  attacks  on  the  I^avy  Department  and 
myself  by  a  known  correspondent  at  the  fort  under  your  command  are 
certainly  injurious  to  the  public  service,  whether  they  are  contradicted 
and  repelled  in  the  same  manner,  thus  creating  controversy  between 
public  officers  and  exposure  of  public  aflbirs,  or  whether  they  are 
allowed  to  remain  unanswered.  The  discipline  of  the  Navy  does  not 
sanction  a  resort  to  newspapers  to  remedy  a  wrong  thus  wantonly  done. 
It  is  wholly  inexcusable  to  resort  to  newspaper  attacks  in  cases  where 
an  appeal  can  be  taken  to  and  a  remedy  applied  by  the  Government  to 
matters  afTecting  the  public  interests. 

The  only  order  I  gave  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats  from  the 
Upper  Nansemond  was  on  the  19th,  when  I  sent  the  fleet  captain  to 
Suffolk  to  communicate  with  the  authorities  and  withdraw  the  gunboats 
if  practicable.  This  order  was  revoked  the  same  day  at  the  instance  of 
General  Peck  by  an  order  sent  by  me  through  your  headquarters  iu  a 
dispatch  to  General  Peck.  When  that  order  was  given  yon  had  been 
re-enforoed  largely :  you  had  just  provided  militcuy  defenses  for  the 
right  bank  of  the  Upper  Nansemond ;  the  improvised  little  gunboats 
were  not  a  sufficient  or  necessary  defense  there  and  were  much  wanted 
elsewhere  and  their  communications  were  interrupted  by  a  battery  in 
a  strong  earthwork,  which  had  cut  up  several  of  them  badly,  killed  or 
wound^  a  large  per  cent,  of  their  small  crews,  whilst  two  detachments 
of  troops  according  to  the  official  reports  to  me  had  failed  to  co-operate 
with  Lieutenant  Lamson  to  take  the  battery  and  raise  the  blockade. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  efficient  support  (by  General  Getty  in 
person)  was  given  to  Lieutenant  Lamson's  plan,  and  he  limded  the  300 
troops  close  to  and  in  rear  of  the  battery,  and,  aided  by  them,  got  his 
four  navy  field-pieces  up  the  bank  and  taking  the  enemy's  baUiery  in 
reverse  stopped  their  attempt  to  turn  it  on  our  troops,  who  gallantly 
dashed  in  and  easily  took  it.   The  surprise  was  complete. 

Next  day,  the  2(yth,  General  Peck  abandoned  tins  earthwork,  the  rear 
to  which  in  the  mean  time  had  been  strengthened  by  our  troops.  This 
evacuation  was  earnestly  resisted  by  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lamson, 
and  obliged  the  latter  to  drop  down  a  few  hundred  yards  from  the  ba^ 
tery  and  just  below  the  bar  which  it  commanded.  Thus  Geueml  Peck 
and  not  myself  caused  the  gunboats  to  withdraw. 

My  subsequent  orders  to  Lieutenant  Lamson  did  not  prevent  but  re- 
quired this  gallant  and  willing  young  officer  to  render  the  army  ijl 
practicable  assistance.  I  snould  mention  that  I  not  only  revoked  my 
order  of  the  19th  to  Oaptain  Orosby  before  it  was  executed  and  betee 
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the  battery  waB  taken  (as  Genera]  Peck  well  knows,  beoaoae  it  waa 
In  my  telegram  to  him  in  answer  to  one  ftam  him),  bat  when  the  bat- 
tery was  teken  I  immediately  infonned  Qeneral  Getty  that  I  eordiaUy 
allowed  the  boats  to  remain.  In  view  of  the  exertions  I  had  made  to 
equip  and  maint^  a  little  flotilla  to  aid  yon  whilst  you  were  perfecting 
yonr  defenses,  of  the  service  that  flotilla  had  rendered  yon,  and  yonr 
knowledge  that  its  withdrawal  from  above  the  battery,  though  neces- 
sary and  proper,  was  not  by  my  order,  yon  must  feel  that  the  assault 
maae  on  me  by  the  well-known  correspondent  at  the  fort,  who  gave 
point  to  his  attack  by  deelaiing  that  te  was  reflecting  your  feelings, 
was  most  unwarrantable. 

This  correspondent,  in  the  same  inspired  communication  ^for  in  that 
light  he  has  presented  his  reflections  to  the  public),  also  cnarges  me 
with  being  at  feult  for  the  reoccupation  by  the  rebels  of  their  at>an- 
doned  earthworks,  called  Fort  Powhatan,  in  the  upper  part  of  James 
Blver.  This  reoccupation  was  a  military  act  done  in  your  department 
When  Colonel  Ludlow  informed  me  of  it  on  his  return  down  James 
River  in  a  flag  of  truce  I  did  not  wait  for  you  to  ask  me  to  coH>perate, 
but  I  went  immediately  to  confer  with  yon  on  the  subject  Tour  reply 
was  that  you  could  do  nothing;  that  the  enemy  was  on  this  side  of  the 
Blackwater  in  greater  force  than  yourself;  but  vou  asked  me  if  I  could 
not  shell  them  out  I  confess  that  I  was  a  litue  surprised  at  this  ex- 
pectation, in  view  of  the  feflure,  ftmn  want  of  army  co-operation,  of  a 
better  force  than  I  had  to  shell  the  enemy  out  of  F6rt  Darling,  which 
had  no  rebel  navy  to  support  it 

The  reoccupation  of  Fort  Powhatan  was  the  ea^  and  natural  effort 
of  the  enemy,  who  had  remained  in  possession  of,  the  Blackwater  in 
front  of  Suflblk  (between  Suifolk  and  Fort  Powhatan)  for  the  last  eight 
months.  Where  an  active  enemy  holds  military  jiossession  of  a  country 
in  force  he  may  not  only  reoocnpy  his  forts  on  his  river  front  but  he 
may,  where  there  is  no  military  interference,  build  forte  on  the  Dluflb  of 
the  river  where  he  had  none  before.  One  of  our  gunboats,  as  proposed, 
or  several  of  them,  aided  by  the  one  iron-dad  I  then  had,  could  not 
have  driven  him  from  Fort  Powhatan  after  he  had  reoccupied  it 

Under  the  circumstences  of  this  case  the  unfounded  and  injurious 
assaulte  made  by  a  correspondent  at  the  fort,  who  is  ipder  your  imme- 
diate authority  and  who  professedly  writes  from  military  intelligence 
communicated  to  him  there,  it  seems  both  proper  and  decent  that  his 
unfounded  charges  against  the  Navy  Department  and  myself  should  be 
publicly  corrected  by  the  same  authority  under  which  he  claimed  and 
is  understood  by  the  public  to  write. 

The  current  duties  of  the  squadron  require  and  receive  my  first  atten- 
tion. It  is  only  when  they  are  disposed  of  that  I  can  give  attention  to 
matters  even  of  tius  interest 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftdly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Aetg.  Be&r-Admlrdly  (hmdg.  IT.  AikmUo  Bloeluiiimg  Squaatrom. 


HlM)B8.  DbPT.  OV  V IBOIMIAf  BBTBNTH  ABMT  OOBP8, 

Jbft  If ontva,  Jfifliy  4, 186a. 
Mi||.  Gen.  J.  G.  Fostbb: 

Mt  Dbab  Gbnebal  :  G^ieral  Naglee  is  here.  I  have  no  cavalry  to 
spare,  as  I  have  an  important  movement  to  make. 

We  had  a  sharp  fight  at  Suflblk  yesterday;  our  loss  neariy  70;  the 
enemy's  not  known* 
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Last  night  Longstreet^s  whole  foroe  fell  baok  to  the  Blackwater. 

General  D.  H.  Hfll  arrived  on  the  Blaokwater  at  Oarxayflle  the  day 
before  yesterday.  General  Peck  has  his  oommnnioation  oi  the  2d  in- 
stant reporting  his  arrival  there  to  General  Longstreet 

Yon  can  have  searoely  anything  left  to  oppose  yon  in  North  Oaiolina. 

G^amett's  brigade  arrived  at  Suffolk  more  than  a  week  ago. 

Hooker  has  movea  and  has  been  fighting. 

The  enemy  will  oonoentrate  his  whole  fStoe  between  Bichmond  and 
Frederidksbnrg. 

In  haste,  very  tmly.  yours, 

JOHN  A.  do; 

Hdqbs.  OuTPOBTeL  Oamp  Fifty-biohth  Bbot.  Pa.  Vols., 

Ifoy  4,  IMS. 
lient  Ool.  Southard  Hoffman, 

A99i$ta$U  A^futoMt-Oemeralj  TmUh  Arm^  Oarp$: 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  on  the  information  of  my  patrol,  1ha( 
the  enemy  have  re-established  tndr  posts  on  Gore  Greek:  also  that 
they  were  burning  or  endeavoring  to  bnm  the  railroad  bridge  yester- 
day afternoon. 

Very  respectftilly.  yonr  obedient  servant. 

J.  BICHTBB  JONBB» 
Ookmti  Fyiif^hih  Begimmitj  Oammamdimg  (h^oiif. 


XJm'fMD  Statbs  Flag-ship  Minnbsota, 

Off  Newport  FeWy  Ya.j  Mag  4, 186S. 

Mi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Drc,  D.  S.  A., 

Oamdg,  SeemUk  Army  OarpSy  Fortress  Monroej  Va.: 

Gbnhral:  In  view  of  the  recent  sudden  and  extraordinary  oalla 
made  upon  me  for  naval  defense  of  mUitary  lines  and  positions  I  con- 
sider it  to  be  my  duty  to  request  you  to  inform  me  what  military  posts 
or  occupations  in  your  department  require,  in  your  judgment,  naval 
defense^  for  what  reason,  and  to  what  extent. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Actg.  Rsar-Admiraly  Oomdg.  N.  AUamUe  Blockading  Squadron. 


Unitbd  States  Flao-ship  Minnesota, 

Off  Newport  NewSj  May  5,  IMS. 
M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oomdg.  Beeenih  Army  Oorps,  Fortrees  MonroOy  Va.: 

GENB&Aii :  In  your  communication  to  me  of  the  2d  instant  yon  say: 

In  ragaxd  to  differenoes  of  opinion  between  ns  oonoeming  onr  respeetive  dntlM  I 
have  done  all  in  my  power  to  oonflne  the  knowledge  of  thSn  to  those  Immediately 
aioond  me  and  my  official  snpeiioEB. 

I  will  thank  you  to  let  me  know  what  are  the  ^^differences  of  (^iiiioD 
between  us  concerning  our  respective  duties,''  to  which  you  refer. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfkilly,  yours, 

Jctg.  Bea/r^Admiliralj  Oomdg.  N.  AtkmUe  BloeioMng  Bguaiwmu 
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BiHtEB.  DBPT.  of  YlB&nXIAj  SbTBNTH  ABMT  GOBP8, 

Fart  Mcmroe^  Va.y  May  5, 18d3. 

Aotg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbe, 

Oommandmg  North  Atlmiiie  Bloekading  Squadron : 

ATiMTftAT. :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoar  letter 
of  the  4th  instant  requesting  me  to  inform  ^oa  what  ^^  military  posts  or 
ooeapations ''  in  my  department,  reqnirei  in  my  Judgment,  *^  naval  de- 
fense, for  what  reason,  and  to  what  extenf 

I  have  the  pleasure  of  fhmishing  the  desired  information : 

1st.  Fort  Monroe,  the  importance  of  which  as  a  key  to  the  Chesa- 
peake Bay  and  its  tributaries  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  to  vou.  We 
need  no  naval  defense  there  beyond  what  might  be  ftamishea  incase  of 
emergency  by  your  fleet  at  Newport  News. 

2d.  Noffblk.  This  position  was  occupied,  and  I  will  say  also  every  other 
position  held  by  me  was  in  the  occupation  of  our  forces  before  I  took 
command  of  this  military  department.  The  especial  object  in  view  on 
the  i>art  of  the  Oovemment  in  holding  Norfolk  I  suppose  to  be  to  de- 
prive the  enemy  of  a  means  of  annoyance.  He  might  build  vessels 
there  and  send  them  out  at  fhvorable  moments  to  molest  us,  as  he  did 
on  former  occasions.  Two  other  very  essential  objects  are  to  keep  open 
our  intmnal  line  of  communication  between  the  departments  of  Vir- 
ginia and  North  Carolina,  and  to  have  a  naval  depot  where  our  numer- 
ous steamers  on  the  Lower  Chesapeake  and  its  tributaries  can  Ix*  re- 
paired without  being  sent  to  Baltimore  or  Washington  on  any  sudden 
emergency  or  in  case  of  any  common  casualty.  I  think  there  should  be 
two  gunboats  in  Norfolk  Harbor. 

dd.  Suffolk  is  held  to  cover  Norfolk,  insure  the  inland  communica- 
tion to  Albemarle  Sonn<l,  and  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance.  We 
have  had  two  gunboats  there,  the  Stepping  Stones,  one  of  yours,  and 
the  West  End.  I  have  armed  the  Smith  Briggs^  and  if  the  Stepping 
Stones  is  needed  elsewhere  her  services  can  be  dispensed  with. 

4th.  ITorktown.  This  post  is  considered  important  to  give  us  the 
control  of  the  Peninsula  up  to  that  point,  keeping  the  enemy  from  com- 
ing below  it,  and  commanding  the  York  Biver  in  case  we  need  it  for  the 
movement  of  troops.  It  Would  be  desirable  to  have  two  gunboats 
there,  as  the  occupation  of  Gloucester,  on  the  other  side,  follows  that  of 
Torktown. 

5th.  Williamsburg  is  occupied  as  an  outpost  of  Yorktown  for  the 
purpose  of  preventing  the  enemy  from  approaching  the  latter  and  an- 
noying us  with  field  guns  and  small-arms  of  long  range  and  of  watching 
his  movements  as  tightly  as  possible  up  the  Peninsula.  This  i)osition 
is  not  susceptible  of  naval  defense,  and  it  is  only  referred  to  from  its 
rdation  to  Yorktown  to  give  you  a  complete  view  of  the  subject. 

6th.  I  am  about  to  occupy  west  Point  to  cut  off  the  enemy's  commu- 
nication with  Matthews  and  Gloucester  Counties,  and  as  a  position 
from  which  a  flank  movement  can  be  made,  in  case  of  emergency,  on  the 
enemy's  forces  at  Bichmond  if  he  should  oe  assailed  from  the  north  or 
south.    It  is  at  the  confluence  of  two  rivers,  and  two  gunboats  are  very 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
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HDQB8.  Dbpt.  of  YmannA,  Skvehth  Abmt  Oovps, 

Fart  ManroBj  Va.j  Moff  6, 1883. 
Actg.  fiear- Admiral  B.  P.  Lkb, 

Oommamding  North  AtUmtie  Bloekading  BgiitadTan: 

Admibal:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  reoeiire  your  letter  of  yeBteiday, 
proposing  a  co-operation  of  the  army  and  navy  forces  under  your  com- 
mand and  mine,  '^  to  take  Fort  Powhatan,  Petersburg,  and  perhaps 
Bichmond,"  supposing  that  your  gunboats  and  a  few  companies  can  hold 
the  posts  of  Suffolk  and  Torktown.  My  movable  force  is  comparativelv 
smidl  and  entirely  inadequate  to  the  great  ol^ject  referred  to^  nor  would 
it  be  safe  to  depend  on  your  gunboats  and  a  few  companies  to  hold 
Suffolk  and  Yorktown.  Only  theriver  firontat  Suffolk  ooidd  be  protected 
by  your  guns,  leaving  the  other  lines,  several  miles  in  extent,  to  be  de- 
fended by  a  few  companies.  The  same  observation  is  applicable  in  a 
more  forcible  manner  to  Yorktown.  Neither  of  these  positions,  with  the 
large  amount  of  guns  and  ordnance  stores  in  both,  can  be  sieifely  left 
without  a  strong  garrison. 

I  may  add  in  regard  to  Suffolk  that  the  enemy  is  in  force  on  the  Black- 
water  ;  that  his  abandoned  works  are  very  heavy  and  extensive,  showing 
his  designs  to  be  permanent  occupation,  and  tiiat  we  may  expect  tiie 
investment  to  be  renewed  as  soon  as  the  emergen<7  whicSh  has  led  to 
his  withdrawal  shall  have  passed  by. 

You  will  remember  that  I  called  your  attention  in  an  interview  witii 
you  several  weeks  ago  to  the  fact  ti^at  the  enemy  were  at  work  at  Fort 
Powhatan,  and  expressed  an  earnest  desire  tluat  some  of  your  gunboats 
should  drive  him  away  before  any  guns  were  mounted.  My  last  advices 
are  that  he  is  now  occupying  it  with  considerable  force.  I  should  be 
most  happy  to  co-operate  with  you  if  I  had  a  sufficient  number  of  dis- 
posable men  under  my  control  to  insure  the  object,  but  all  the  troops  I 
can  spare  are  required  for  another  movement,  which  has  already  com- 
menced. 

K  Fort  Powhatan  could  be  reduced  I  could  not  be  assisted  by  you  in 
an  attack  on  Petersburg  or  Bichmond,  except  to  cover  my  supplies  to 
Oity  Point,  as  the  Appomattox  is  not  navigable  up  to  the  former  city, 
and  from  thence  to  the  latter  the  movement  would  be  made  at  a  distance 
from  the  James  Biver,  the  most  imi)ortant  part  of  which  is  in  possession 
of  the  enemy  and  so  obstructed  as  not  to  be  available  for  your  vessels 
without  great  delay.  Moreover  my  advices  are  tiiat  eveiy  mile  of  Uie 
country  between  Petersburg  and  Bichmond  is  strongly  fortified,  so  much 
10  that  a  very  large  force  would  be  necessary  to  reach  Bichmond  in  that 
direction. 

In  the  movement  I  have  above  referred  to  as  commenced  I  will  in 
another  communioation  ask  your  aid. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

MqfoT'Omierak 


Uhited  Btatibs  Flao-ship  Minnesota^ 
Offyetcport  New%y  Mojf  5, 1863— ovening. 

M%|.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Oomdg,  Seventh  Army  Corpij  Fortress  Monrooy  V^a. : 

Obnbral  :  I  received  this  evening  your  communication  of  this  date. 
I  have  made  Lieutenant-Oommander  Gillis,  of  the  Gommodore  Morris, 
now  at  Yorktown,  acquainted  with  your  object,  and  instruoted  him  to 
give  you  ail  the  assistance  in  his  power. 


CBAP.  ZXZ.^  CORRESPONDENCE,  ETC. — ^UNION.  699 

Licutcuaut-Ooiuniaiuler  Balvcock,  in  the  Morse,  acoompanied  by  the 
MysUCy  is  instructed  to  iuforin  you  by  10  a.  m.  to-morrow  of  bis  readi- 
ness to  accompany  the  troops  to  York  Biver,  where  he  will  report  to 
Lieutenant-Commander  Gillis. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  reapeotfoUy,  yonrs, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Bear-Admiralj  Oamdg.  If.  AUanHoBlodkadimg  Squadron. 


FOBT  MONBOB,  YA., 

JToy  5, 1803—10^  a.  m. 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallbck, 

General-it^Ohirf: 

I  have  Just  received  the  following  fW>m  G^eral  Peck.  I  am  going  to 
Suffolk  to  send  off  the  expedition  referred  to  heretofore : 

Midor  Btrstton'B  informatioD.  ftom  entirely  reliable  aoaroeny  Union  and  rebel,  is 
that  Longstreet  had  over  30,000  before  he  was  Joined  by  any  of  Hill's  forces.  The 
enemy  hM  three  entire  lines  of  works  where  we  weie  on  Sonday ,  and  oonld  not  have 
been  oaixied* 

JOHN  A.  DEC, 

Mafar-Ommrah 


Suffolk,  Va.,  Ifoy  5, 1888. 
M%|or-General  Dec: 

Daring  the  investment  of  Longstreef  s  and  Hill's  forces  we  have  capt- 
ured five  pieces  of  artillery,  about  400  prisoners,  much  camp  equipage, 
and  some  rifles.  Not  less  Uian  400  or  500  have  deserted  from  the  rebels : 
probably  his  loss  in  killed  and  wounded  is  about  600,  making  his  total 
loss  about  1,500. 
Our  killed  is  34  ^  wounded,  201 ;  and  missing,  14.  Total,  249.* 
All  the  morale,  prestige,  glory,  and  victory  of  the  twenty-three  days 
belong  to  our  patient  and  brave  men.  Besides,  they  have  held  the 
masses  of  the  enemy  around  Suffolk,  in  order  to  enable  General  Hooker 
to  secure  a  crowning  victory  for  the  Union,  ahd  are  entitled  to  a  share 
of  the  glory  that  may  accrue  to  his  arms. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mqfar-OeneroL 

FoBT  MoimoE,  May  5, 1803. 
M^^or-Geiieral  PxOK: 

I  am  Just  leayfaig  fnr  Soflblk. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Me^'OeieraL 

Nsw  BXBNB,  N.  0.,  JToy  5, 1883. 
Gfeneral  Hallbok. 

Oommander-fi^Ohie/  U.  8.  Army^  Washingtanj  D.  0. : 

GmnsBJLL:  There  are  several  contingencies  likely  to  occur  in  the 
affairs  of  this  department  which  should  I  think  be  brought  to  your  notice 
more  fhlly  than  I  have  or  can  in  fact  do  in  correspondence.    I  would  like 

*  But  see  revijed  ■tafcenwnt,  p.  960. 
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therefore  to  ran  on  for  a  day  and  lay  the  whole  oiattMsr  beftnre  yon,  whieli 
I  can  do  very  briefly  should  it  meet  your  wiahes  to  permit  me  to  do  so. 
Please  to  telegraph  yonr  reply  to  General  INx,  at  PoiUma  Monroe, 
where  I  will  have  an  officer  to  bring  it  to  me. 
Very  lespectfidly  and  tmly, 

J.  O.  FOSTBB^ 

Milfor-OmmraL 
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New  BmM,  N.  O.,  Ifoy  5,  IMS. 
Mbj.  Cten.  H.  W.  Hallbok,  OmteraUn^OMtf  U.  8.  Army: 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
April  27. 

My  idea  of  an  attack  on  Wilmington  was  to  take  and  hold  Smith's 
Island  as  a  basis  of  sappltes,  ftc.,  and  I  still  incline  to  so  doing,  though 
information  shows  that  it  cannot  now  be  done  as  easily  as  it  could  have 
been  then,  the  enemy  having  established  a  post  there  and  erected  a 
battery.  (This  information  is  not  deemed  certain.)  I  will  attempt  any- 
thing I  am  directed  to,  but  my  opinion  is  that  my  force  is  utterly  in« 
adequate  to  accomplish  any  outside  work,  and  is  merely  sufficient  for 
present  defense.  Information  shows  that  General  HiU  is  still  in  our 
front  with  his  forces  (barring  one  brigade,  G^mett^s,  which  I  have  no 
information  of),  and  is  threatening.  Troops  from  Wilmington  threaten 
Morehead  Oily  (our  depot  of  supplies)  and  the  line  of  the  railroad,  the 
defense  of  whicn  I  have  given  to  General  Heckman  and  his  brigade, 
2,100  men  (my  old  troops),  recently  arrived  from  the  Depifftment  of  the 
South.  (General  Heckman  has  as  much  as  he  can  do  to  protect  that 
line,  and  I  have  ordered  him  to  stay  and  do  so.  Intercepted  corre- 
spondence shows  the  plans  somewhat  of  the  enemy  and  shows  the  send- 
ing of  a  pontoon  train  for  crossing  the  White  Oak  and  New  Rivers, 
necessary  to  an  attack  on  Morehead.  In  fact  we  are  threatened  at  aU 
points,  and  though  I  feel  perfectly  confident  at  every  point  I  know 
that  constant  vigUance  is  required  and  also  the  presence  of  every  man 
now  here.  K  I  had  5,000  disposable  men  I  would  undertake  Smith's 
Island,  and  I  think  with  success;  and  in  that  light  let  me  respectfully 
say,  though  at  the  risk  of  seeming  importunate  (which  intention^  at 
least,  I  disclaim),  that  if  the  brigade  of  Brig.  Gen.  T.  G.  Stevenson  could 
be  ordered  back  to  me  I  would  be  in  a  position  to  attack  Smith's  Island. 
General  Stevenson's  brigade  consists  of  two  regiments  of  my  old  bri- 
gade and  three  other  veteran  regiments,  and  is  now  in  the  Department 
of  tiie  South.  Of  course  to  occupy  and  forti^T  a  post  my  guns,  ordnance 
tools,  &c.,  would  be  necessary,  and  all  that  I  took  down  for  the  Oharles- 
ton  expedition  are  yet  afloat  and  untouched  in  Beaufort  Harbor.  These 
would  have  to  be  ordered  back. 

I  must  in  this  connection  recall  to  your  mind  that  by  the  1st  day  of 
July  the  effectives  in  this  department  will  not  be  more  than  5,000  men, 
as  500  artillery  are  now  being  mustered  out,  their  term  of  service  (two 
years)  having  expired,  and  in  June  twelve  of  my  fullest  regiments  are 
to  be  mustered  out,  their  term  of  service  then  expiring  (nSie  months;. 
This  flEust  shows  what  I  can  do  with  my  effective  force,  and  my  reasons 
for  urging  the  return  of  some  of  my  troops. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  O.  F08TBB, 
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FOBT  MOMBOSi  YA., 

May  6, 18d3— 10  a.  m. 
Mai.  Gton.  H.  W.  Hallbcx, 

Om^eral-k^Oh^f: 

I  embarked  5,000  men  yesterday  and  last  night  at  Norfolk,  and  hope 
to  have  them  at  their  destination  to-morrow  morning.  We  had  a  heavy 
blow  last  night,  and  it  is  yet  too  rough  for  some  of  onr  transports.  I 
was  at  Sorolk  yesterday.  Over  200  prisoners  had  been  broaght  in. 
They  represented  forty  regiments,  three  batteries,  two  independent  bat- 
talions, and  one  oavflJry  regiment  It  is  not  at  all  probable  that  in 
these  captures  all  the  regiments  before  Suffolk  were  represented.  The 
enemy's  works,  which  are  very  extensive  and  heavy,  indicate  continued 
occupation.  He  was  building  stables.  Qeneral  Peck  sends  out  a  cav- 
alry force  to  the  Blackwater  to-day. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mi(for'0meraL 


FoBT  Mohbob,  Mof  0, 1803. 
M%|or-General  PxoK: 

I  have  no  news  from  Washington.  This  is  not  encouraging,  as  the 
wires  were  in  operation  last  night  The  enemy  have  donbfless  1^  the 
Blackwater.    Ixains  3  miles  long  reached  Potersburg  last  night 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqiar-Oeieral 


WiB  Dbpibtxkvt, 
WatMsfiM,  Hoy  6, 1863-3.30  p.  m. 

Mi^orCtaneral  Diz,  Wart  Jfonrotf,  Va.: 

The  opeiatioii  agreed  upon  between  us  will  not  be  made  till  forther 
orders.  Bverything  will  remain  as  it  is  till  you  hear  fiirther  from 
Washington. 

H.  W.  HALLBOE, 

Omena-in-Ohitf. 


TonKTOWN,  May  0,  [1803]. 
M^for^Oeneral  Diz: 

Ctolonel  Davis,  of  the  Twelfth  Illinois  Cavaby,  with  the  advance  of 
his  regiment,  has  arrived  at  Oloncester  Point,  having  accomplished 
ftdly  the  orders  of  Oeneral  Stoneman.  I  have  sent  a  cavalry  scout  up 
the  Biohmond  road  to  get  information  of  any  of  our  cavalry  which 
may  be  coming  down.  (General  Stoneman  seems  not  to  have  been  aware 
that  the  enemy  have  all  along  had  troops  on  this  Peninsula,  and  Colonel 
Davis  encountered  a  regiment  of  infantry  and  three  pieces  at  Tunstall 
Station.  There  is  still  a  battery  of  eight  pieces,  by  all  accounts,  at  or 
near  New  Kent  Court- House.  Colonel  Davis  is  very  anxious  to  have 
a  gunboat  go  up  to  the  Mattapony  to  look  for  a  detachment  of  his  rogi- 
ment  under  M%|or  Bronson. 

B.  D.  KBTB8, 

Mqfar-OeieraL 
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FoBT  MoiiBOB,  Moff  tf  laes. 

General  (toBDOH,  AtkmHe  HoM^  KorfoXk: 

I  think  it  important,  on  reflection,  that  you  go  np  with  the  troops.  They 
will  leave  at  daylight.  If  anything  shonld  delay  me  it  wonld  be  very 
awkward.  The  troops  shonld  be  poshed  on  to  thdr  destination,  Ittided, 
and  intrenched  immediately.  The  engineer  will  not  be  here  in  time  to 
leave  before  9  or  10  o'dook.  The  cavalry  will  be  all  ready.  Captain 
Ludlow  will  fomish  a  tag  at  any  time  yon  name.    I  will  telegraph  him. 

JOHN  A.  DDC 

Major-GeiKoraL 

JUlY  6,  [1888.] 
M^jor-Oeneral  Kxtbs, 

I  think  you  had  better  send  up  a  cavalry  Ibroe  toward  Diasonnd 
Bridge,  but  not  a  gunboat  in  the  mreotion  now. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


nmniD  BTATB8  Flao^ship  MnmssoTA^ 

Off  Kewpart  Keumj  May  ^  1868. 

M%j.  Gen.  John  J.  Pbok,  U.  8.  A^ 

Oammanding  Suffolkj  Va^: 

GBRBBAii :  Your  communication  dated  the  21st  ultimo,*  in  reply  to 
mine  of  tiie  20th,  was  received  on  the  26th. 

Squadron  duties  have  prevented  an  earlier  reply  to  your  communica- 
tion, which  I  regret  to  find  is  very  deficient  in  candor  and  professional 
comity  proper  in  official  cotiespondence,  and  reasonably  to  be  expected 
from  an  oficer  educated  at  West  Point.  When  naval  detense  is  neces- 
sary for  military  works  a  timely  requisition  fix>m  tiie  War  or  Navy  De- 
partment for  the  number  and  kind  of  vessels  needed  tiierefbr  shonld 
be  made,  that  they  may  be  built  or  purchased  and  equipped. 

1  am  not  responsible,  as  you  seem  to  suppose,  for  tiie  defense  of  the 
military  post  at  Suffolk,  as  dependent  on  the  defense  of  the  military 
line  of  the  Upper  Nansemond,  which  is  a  mere  creek,  unsuited  to  the 
operations  of  vessels  and  obviously  requiring  military  defense.  Nor 
was  it  my  fault  that  such  necessary  military  preparations  were  not 
already  made.  Heretofore  I  had  a  small  vessel — ^the  Stepping  Stones- 
resembling  a  Norfolk  ferry-boat,  carrying  field  pieces  on  field  carrii^ges, 
patrolling  that  small  stieam  to  preserve  the  blockade  and  intercept 
rebel  communications,  trade,  mails,  &c 

When  Soffolk  was  threatened,  as  G^eral  Keyes  informed  mo,  by  the 
enemy,  40,000  strong,  with  pontoons  and  heavy  artillery  (as  reported 
by  deserters  all  along  the  lines),  urgent  calls  were  made  upon  me  for 
gunboats.  This  call  was  preceded  by  equally  earnest  calls  tor  gunboat 
assistance  to  repel  the  enemy,  who  was  attacking  one  and  threatening 
another  military  iK>6t  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Oarolina,  which  reqnireu 
all  the  light  draughts  provided  by  the  Gk)vemmont  for  other  naval 
duty  not  needed  to  answer  demands  at  other  points,  except  the  Com- 
modore Barney,  which  I  sent  to  t^e  Nansemond,  together  with  my  two 
transports,  one  armed  with  field  pieces  and  mann^  by  a  detachment 
from  this  vessel,  the  other  as  a  tender,  with  ammunition,  coal,  &o.,  and 
three  of  my  small  tugs  (each  armed  with  two  light  pieces),  thus  leaving 

^  *K«tfiHiiid. 
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tiie  flqaadron  without  a  taamportj  tQader,  dl«pat6h,  mail,  or  pfeket 
boat,  save  one  tag.  When  on  the  14th  of  Apm  yon  telegraphed  me 
that  thxee  of  the  improTiaed  gunboats  were  disabled,  and  asked  Ibr 
more,  I  obtained  temporarily  and  sent  to  the  Nansemond  four  tags, 
balf  the  Potomac  steam  flotilla. 

This  recital  shows  what  earnest  efforts  were  made  to  reUeve  you.  It 
most  be  very  apparent  to  every  candid  and  intelligent  professional 
mind  that  had  General  Longstreet  really  intended  to  force  a  crossing 
of  the  Upper  Nansemond  with  the  reputed  means  at  his  oommand  these 
few  light  pieces,  mostly  field  pieces,  on  the  open  decks  of  a  few  mer- 
chant vessels  conld  not  have  prevented  his  ddng  so  there.  The  same 
number  of  field  pieces  would  have  made  a  better  resistance  behind 
earthworks  ashore  than  on  firail  little  steamers  afloat.  Hence  in  my 
instructions  of  the  13th  ultimo,  sent  to  Lieutenants  Gushing  and  Lam- 
son  that  day  and  night,  these  views  were  expressed  by  me  to  be  com- 
municated to  you.  Tour  theory  therefore  that  this  conviction  was  the 
result  of  the  rough  handling  the  boats  received  in  fighting  the  enemy's 
earthworks  on  the  14th  fiills  to  the  ground.  It  was  my  manifest  duty  to 
let  you  know  that  the  Navy  had  not  the  means  to  make  the  military 
defense  expected  of  it.  Had  I  undertaken  the  defense  imposed  without 
a  word  of  warning  as  to  the  sufflcieuQy  of  ihe  naval  means  as  a  substi- 
tute for  military  defense  to  protect  your  rear  fix>m  a  real  attempt  by 
the  enemy  to  cross  the  Nansemond  Creek,  the  finilure  that  must  have 
ensued,  so  disastrous  to  the  army  and  nation,  would  have  been  ohorged 
upon  the  Navy.  I  did  send  Fleet  Captain  Crosby  to  Suffolk  on  the  19th 
to  withdraw  the  boats  if  practicable  from  the  Upper  Nansemond. 

The  situation  was  this :  You  had  been  largelv  re-enforced,  and  had 
a  gallant  army,  22,000  strong,  at  Suffolk.  You  had  just  erected  earth- 
works and  rifle-pits  along  the  right  bank  of  the  Nansemond  suitable  to 
its  defense.  The  enemy  had  made  no  attempt  to  cross  Nansemond 
Creek,  the  blockade  of  which  he  had  established.  His  earthwork  at 
West  Branch,  which  commanded  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  Nansemond 
Creek,  had  cut  off  Uie  communications  of  the  gunboats  whilst  yours  were 
open ;  had  thoroughly  disabled  one  and  seriously  damaged  three  other 
boats,  besides  killing  and  wounding  a  large  proportion  of  their  small 
crews.  The  enemy's  rifle-pits  and  artillery  on  the  left  flank  were  a  se- 
rious annoyance  to  the  boats  but  did  not  seem  to  threaten  the  safety 
of  the  post  Year  detachments  had  twice  failed  to  support  Lieutenant 
Lamson  and  capture  this  battery  and  raise  the  lAockade  (which  was 
afterwards  so  easily  done),  and  our  transports  and  tenders  were  sus- 
taining in  an  aueqaal  and  unnecessary  contest  with  the  enemy's  earth- 
works much  damage.  Nevertheless,  when  you  that  day  (the  19th)  by 
telegraph  desired  the  retention  of  the  gunboats  in  the  Upper  Nanse- 
mond 1  promptly  replied  by  telegraph  and  directed  Lieutenant  Lamson 
through  you  to  remain  with  the  boats.  You  most  unfietirly  omit  this 
from  your  statement  of  the  case  and  go  on  to  charge  me  with  having 
withdrawn  the  gunboats,  when  the  feet  is  I  gave  no  such  orders  to  do 
so  after  the  one  I  just  revoked  at  your  instance  and  through  you. 

On  the  20th  you  ordered  this  earthwork,  which  our  troops  had  held 
under  the  cross-fire  of  the  gunboats  and  had  greatly  strengthened^  to 
be  abandoned.  Lieutenant  Lauisou  reported  to  me  that  this  evacuation, 
earnestly  opposed  by  him,  obliged  him  to  withdraw  the  boats  from  the 
Upper  tx)  the  Lower  Nansemond  from  just  above  to  just  below  the  bar, 
under  West  Branch  Battery  and  commanded  by  it  a  distance  of  half  or 
throcquartors  of  a  mile.  Thus  your  orders  and  not  mine  occasioned 
the  withdrawal  of  the  gunboats.  In  your  communication  of  the  21st 
you  admit  your  ability  to  hold  the  Nansemond  without  the  boats. 


704  voirru  caaoijiia  ani>  &  £.  vutauiiA.        [ouat. 

Toar  rafereoM  to  what  yoQ  tetm  LongBtxeelfs  <<  n^ 
oooaaioned  hy  bis  reoooapation  over  two  numtlisanoe  withoatinramqh 
tion  of  Fort  Powhatan,  thas  ^^establiflliiiig  most  firmly  his  left  flank  on 
James  BAYev/^  is  scarcely  intelligible.  Fort  Powhatan  is  50  miles  in  an 
air  line  from  Soifolk,  whilst  the  enemy  have  been  permitted  to  occapy 
for  the  last  half  year  the  line  of  the  Blaokwater  immediately  in  front  ol 
Suftblk  and  less  than  half  way  in  the  general  direction  of  Fort  Powhatan. 
Of  course  it  was  easy  enongh  for  them  to  reoccapy  their  fort  in  their  rear. 

It  may  instruct  yon  to  kaovr  tJiat  as  soon  as  1  learned  from  Golona 
Ludlow  that  the  enemy  had  leoccnpied  and  was  strengthening  Fori 
Powhatan,  a  military  act  performed  within  the  military  lines  of  this 
military  department,  witJiout  waiting  for  General  Dix  to  ask  me  for  naval 
co-operation  I  promptly  called  on  and  confisned  with  him  on  the  saljfect, 
and  received  his  assurance  that  he  oould  not  act,  as  the  enemy  was  on 
the  Blackwater  in  greater  strength  than^he  had.  It  was  obvious  firom 
the  finlure  from  want  of  milita^  coH>peration  in  the  attack  on  Ftet 
Darling,  with  an  iron-dad  and  gunboat  force  quite  equal  to  that  at  my 
command,  that  I  could  not  without  military  co-operation  prevent  tbd 
enemy  from  holding  and  extending  a  fort  on  his  river  front  when  he 
held  in  force  undisputed  military  possession  of  the  country  around  it 
Bespectftdly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LBB, 
Aeig.  BmT'Admiralj  Oamdg.  N.  Aikmtk  Blockadimg  Sguadnm. 


ToBKTOWN,  Va.,  JTay  7, 1868. 

(Received  8.65  a.  m.) 
M%j.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok,  Qenerat-in-Chief: 

I  am  on  my  way  to  West  Point,  where  all  the  troops  must  have  ar- 
rived with  the  exception  of  a  battery  which  has  been  delayed  for  trans- 
portation and  which  will  be  there  before  night.  They  would  have  gone 
up  last  night  but  for  the  weather,  which  was  too  rough  for  some  of  the 
small  transports.  General  Keyes  and  General  Gordon  are  with  them. 
I  ordered  the  small  cavalry  force  with  the  expedition  to  be  sent,  as  soon 
as  landed,  to  the  White  House  to  try  and  destroy  the  railroad  bridge. 
Colonel  Davis,  who  led  the  cavalry  raid  to  the  neighborhood  of  fiidi- 
mond,  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point  yesterday.  Generals  Jenkins,  Davis, 
and  Wilcox  are  on  the  Blackwater,  with  their  headquarters  at  Franklin. 
We  have  not  yet  heard  what  force  is  at  Zoni  and  Ivor,  but  hope  to  learn 
to-day.  None  of  Longstreet's  force  could  well  have  been  at  Fredericks- 
burg on  Sunday.  It  may  be  now,  but  if  so,  by  forced  marches,  the  rail- 
road communication  having  been  broken. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- OeneraL 

UifiTED  States  FLAa-sHip  Minnesota, 

Off  Neicport  Kews^  May  7, 1883 
tiaj.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Commanding  Seventh  Army  Oorps^  Fort  Monroe^  Va. : 

General:  I  have  directed  Lieutenant-Oommander  Gillis  to  detaU 
the  United  States  steamers  Morse  and  Mystic  to  give  all  possible  assist- 
ance in  respect  to  >our  proposed  occupation  of  West  Point. 
Very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
AeUng  Bear-Admiral. 
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YoRKTOWN.  Va^  Ma^  7, 1868. 
(Beoeived  6.35  a.  m.,  May  8^  1868.) 

M^l.  Qhbl  H.  W.  Qallkok, 

Oenerdl-in'  Vhirf : 

I  ordered  a  reconnaiBsanoe  ap  the  Peninrala,  above  WiUiamBbargi 
yesterday.  The  enemy  have  withdrawn  firom  Diaecond  Bridge,  15  miles 
above,  where  they  had  2^000  men,  and  erossed  the  Ohiekahominy.  They 
hav4^  ooabtleBB  gone  to  Kichmond. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


BOVPQLK,  Moff  7, 1888. 

Mmor-UenenJ  Dec: 

Have  ordered  a  oonrt  of  inquiry  in  the  Oorcoran-Kimball  affiEur. 

Generals  Jenkins,  Davis,  and  Wilcox  have  the  Lower  Blaokwater, 
headquarters  at  Franklin,  with  a  ftdl  division.  What  is  above  at  Black- 
water  Bridge,  Zuni,  and  Ivor  I  am  not  advised,  bat  probably  one  of 
Hill's  divisions.  All  the  people  outside  state  that  the  genends  told 
them  the  army  would  remain  fdl  summer,  and  raising  crops  was  out  of 
the  question  near  the  lines. 

jomr  J.  PBOK, 

FoBT  MoNBOX,  Ya^  Kay  7, 1888. 
Mb^or-Gtoneral  Ebyes, 

Oamnumdingj  Yorktaten: 

The  batteries  are  on  board  the  John  Bice ;  the  spades  and  pickaxes 
on  board  a  tug  towing  a  float  for  a  temporary  wharf;  materials  and 
workmen  for  repairing  the  old  wharf  accompany  tibe  expedition,  witii 
26M0  rations,  forage,  &c. 

Everything  has  been  provided  for.  Push  on  the  moment  the  trans- 
ports arrive.  Land  and  send  your  cavalryout  at  once  to  destroy  the 
railroad  bridge  over  the  Pamunkey  at  White  House.  They  should 
move  rapidly,  but  circumspectly,  as  there  may  be  enemy's  troops  after 
the  dispersed  Illinois  cavaliy.  The  Spaulding.  with  General  €k>rdon, 
will  be  behind.  Do  not  wait  for  her;  she  is  raster  than  some  of  the 
other  transports  and  will  overtake  yon. 

Ton  shoidd  leave  Yorktown  by  8  o^clodc  if  possible. 

jomr  A.  Dix, 

Mqfar'OmermL 


F0BTBB88  MONBOB,  YA^  Jfoy  7,  1888. 

M%|or-General  E[btbs: 

Oammandingj  YorkUnon : 

Five  thousand  infantry  have  gone,  besides  the  batteries.  I  fear  one 
of  ttie  latter  will  not  be  up  till  8  p.  m.  You  had  better  push  on  the 
moment  the  inliAntry  gets  up. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

45  E  B— TOL  xvin 
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FoBT  MonsoB,  Ifoy  7, 1863. 
General  OoBBON,  YcrkU^wn: 

(To  be  aent  on  board  tlie  Bpaalding  the  moment  she  anireSi) 

The  oayaliy  will  have  gone  ere  yon  reaehYorktown.  Pnahon  toyooi 
destination.  (General  Keyes  has  gone  on  to  send  off  the  oavahy  at  onoe 
to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  of  which  I  spoke,  and  will  see  to  the 
landing  tUl  yon  arriire.  He  will  command  the  movement  at  present  1 
hope  to  be  up  by  3  p.  m.  After  yon  left  I  fonnd  it  was  necessary  to 
posh  up  rapi^y.  A  float  for  temporary  wharf,  materials  for  r^Miring 
the  old  one,  intrenching  tools,  and  all  necessary  supplies  have  gone.  I 
am  anxious  that  yoa  should  reach  the  point  of  lanmng  as  soon  as  the 
mass  of  your  division. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


YoRKTOWir,  Va^  Jfoy  7, 1863—7  p.  m. 

H%i.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok,  OeneraUit^Ohirf: 

The  forces  sent  up  the  York  fiiver  this  morning  have  effected  a  land- 
ing at  West  Point  without  opposition.  No  i4>pearance  of  any  enemy  is 

that  quarter.  

BUFUB  EINGy 
BrigaSi$r-Otmeraly  Oommamdimg  FoiL 


Wbst  Poiht,  Ya.,  if  ay  7  J 1863—7  p.  m. 

Mi^,  Gen.  H.  W.  Haujbok,  Oeneral-in-Okirf. 

Our  troq^  are  all  landed  and  in  position.  A  small  party  of  rebel 
cavalry  was  fonnd  here.  We  took  5  prisoners  and  lost  1  of  our  Imiten- 
MitSy  killed.  On  one  of  the  prisoners  found  Richmond  papers  this  mom- 
hig.  Bailroad  communication  between  Fredericksburg  and  Richmond 
was  re-established  yesterday  (6th),  a  train  of  wounded  having  arrived  at 
Bidmiond  from  Guiney's  Station,  12  miles  from  Fredericksburg.  They 
acknowledge  a  loss  of  7JD00  or  8,000.  It  is  officially  stated  that  General 
Hooker  is  at  United  States  Ford,  holding  a  strong  positifm,  well  in- 
trenched, and  receiving  heavy  re-enforcements.  (General  McGowan  is 
reported  severely  wounded.  Generals  Hill  and  Heth  are  on  duty  again. 
Ninety-two  of  Colonel  Davii^  (Stoneman's)  cavalry  are  with  him  at  Glou- 
cester. Dispatch  from  Tnllahoma  (5th),  says  that  General  Foxiest  has 
captared  l«6d0  Yankees  near  Borne,  Ga.,  arms,  horses,  Ac. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^lfor-QmemL 


TOBKXOWH,  Ya^  Jfoy  7,  IMS. 
Him.  B.  M.  Stahton,  Seomimry  of  War: 

Oolonel  Kilpatrick,  with  the  Harris  Light  Oavahr  and  Twelfth  niinois 
Oavalry,  have  Just  arrived  at  Gloucester  Point,  having  accomplished 
the  ol(|ect  of  their  mission  fully  and  most  gallantly.  They  pursued  the 
enemy  to  within  3  miles  of  Richmond,  and  destroyed  a  large  amount  of 
pioper^and  bridges.  General  Dix  and  General  Keyes  1^  this  mom- 
mg  for  west  Point 

RUVUS  KING, 
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Hdqbs.  Dbft.  op  YmoiNiA^  SBTorrH  Abxt  Ck>sn, 
On  the  York  Biver^  aba^e  T&rMawt^  Map  ^  1803—10  a.  m. 

M^for-Oeneral  Halleok,  OtneraUn-Okitf : 

I  leoeiYed  your  dispatxsh  of  the  6th  at  2  o^dook  this  morning.  The 
rapidity  of  my  moyements  had,  as  yon  were  advised,  anticipated  it. 
But  I  will  hold  my  transportation  subject  to  yonr  orders,  and  no  incon- 
venience can  result,  as  the  troops  can  move  more  rapidly  from  theii 
present  position  than  from  Suffolk  if  they  are  needed  on  the  Rappa- 
hannock or  even  on  the  James  Biver. 

The  enemy  left  Suffolk  Sunday  night.  Our  troops  were  in  pursuit  on 
Monday.  On  Monday  night  I  ordered  the  movement  agreed  on.  The 
troops  were  thrown  across  the  railroad  to  Norfolk,  and  embarked,  and 
had  reached  Fort  Monroe  on  Wednesday  morning,  with  the  exception 
of  two  batteries  which  marehed.  Wednesday  we  were  detained  by 
a  heavy  blow.  On  Thursday  the  troops  were  pushed  up  to  West  Point, 
the  wharf  repaired,  and  they  were  in  position  and  partially  intrenched 
before  dark.  I  sent  up  materials  for  repairing  the  wharf  and  intrench- 
ing tools  with  the  expedition.  Nothing  was  omitted.  Brigadier-Cten- 
eral  Crordon  was  in  conmiand  of  the  troops  before  Wednesday  night.  I 
ordered  Major-General  Keyes  to  take  100  cavalry — all  he  could  spare-^ 
and  go  up  himself.  He  conducted  the  landing  with  good  judgment 
and  great  promptness,  and  I  joined  him  with  Miyor  Stewart,  my  chief 
engineer,  before  the  landing  was  completed  and  shortly  after  he  and 
OCTcral  Oordon  had  commenced  putting  the  troops  in  position  1}  miles 
from  the  wharf  on  a  well-chosen  and  very  defensible  line. 

The  cavalry,  under  M%jor  Hall,  of  the  Sixth  New  York,  agreeably  to 
my  previous  order,  pushed  on  at  once  to  White  House  and  destroyed 
the  raUroad  bridge  over  the  Pamunkey ,  in  the  night,  under  fire  from  the 
opposite  side.  It  was  very  dark,  and  none  of  his  party  were  injured. 
Thib  movement  was  so  prompt  that  he  was  only  five  minutes  behind  the 

messenger,  who  arrived  at  the  White  House  from  the at  West  Point 

with  the  information  of  cur  landing.  On  his  return  he  encountered 
and  captured  a  psurl^  escorting  Lieutenant  Estes,  aide  to  Colonel  Eil- 
patricl^  and  20  of  his  men  to  Richmond.  Lieutenant  Estes  had  pre* 
viously,  with  his  small  party,  captured  and  paroled  3  officers  and  a1x)ut 
20  men,  but  had  been  surrounded  by  the  militia,  which  had  turned  out 
tnmttfise. 

M%jor  Hall  deserves  great  praise  for  his  promptitude  and  gallantry. 
Lieutenant  Estes  will  make  a  written  report  to  his  proper  commander. 
He  refrised  a  parole  for  himself  and  men  when  captured.  Golonel  EjI- 
patrick  has  arrived  with  700  men  at  Gloucester  Point,  400  of  his  own 
and  300  of  Colonel  Davis'  niinois  regiment.  He  says  none  of  Long- 
street's  men  had  left  Bichmond  on  Sunday  morning.  The  colonel  capt- 
mred  an  aide  of  General  Winder  widun  the  fortifications,  3  miles  from 
Bichmond.  He  does  not  believe  the  railroad  connection  to  Fredericks- 
burg was  re-established  on  Wednesday. 

I  nave  6,000  infiemtry,  two  batteries,  and  100  cavalry  at  West  Pomt. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  ooedlent  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DrX, 

Muffar-OeneraL 

ToBXTOWN,  Ifoy  8, 1863. 
Lieut  OoL  Loins  H.  Pslouzb. 

AmMamt  Adjutai^t-Omeralj  Fort  Manroej  Va.  : 

I  am  at  this  place  with  my  staff  and  only  one  regiment  of  my  brigade : 
tlie  other  two  regiments  are  with  General  Gregg's  divisioiL    lezpeotea 
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after  destrt^ng  the  bridges  near  Bichmond  to  xetnm  to  General  Stone- 
man's  headqoarters,  but  was  forced  to  seek  safety  within  yonr  lines.  I 
am  here  with  my  entire  staff  and  withoat  a  oommand.  1  respectflilly 
ask  for  instractions. 

J.  KILPATBICK, 
Ool  Cimdg.  First  Brigade,  Third  DxvuUm^  Cavalry  Oi^rps. 


ToBKTOWNy  Ya.,  Jfoy  8^  188a. 
Mni.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallsok, 

Oeneral-in-  Chief: 

Colonel  Kilpatrick,  with  his  regiment  (the  Harris  Light  OsTalry)  and 
the  rest  of  the  IHinois  Twelfth,  has  just  arrived  at  Glouoester  Point, 
opposite  this  fort.  They  barued  the  bridges  over  the  Ghiokyiominy; 
destroyed  three  large  trains  of  provisions  in  the  rear  of  Lee's  army; 
drove  in  the  rebel  pickets  to  within  2  miles  of  Bichmond,  and  have  lost 
only  1  lienteDant  and  30  men,  having  captured  and  paroled  upward  of 
300  prisoners.  Among  the  prisoners  was  an  aide  to  General  Winder, 
who  was  captured  with  his  escort  far  within  the  intrenchments  outside 
of  Bichmond.  This  cavalry  have  marched  nearly  200  miles  since  the  3d 
of  May ;  were  inside  of  the  tbrtiflcations  of  Bichmond  on  the  4th ;  bnmed 
all  the  stores  at  Aylett's  Station,  on  the  Mattapony,  on  the  5th;  de- 
stroy^ all  the  ferries  over  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  and  a  large 
commissary  depot  near  and  above  Tappabannock,  and  came  here  in  good 
condition.  They  deserve  great  credit  for  what  they  have  done.  It  is 
one  of  the  finest  &ats  of  the  war. 

BUPU8  KIKG, 
Brigadier-  GeneraL 

WAB  DEPABTHEin*, 

May  8,  1863. 
General  Buptts  King,  Torhtoum: 

Thanks  for  your  telegram.  Please  give  me  any  fhrther  information 
you  have.  We  are  all  anxious  to  hear  from  the  gallant  officers  and  sol- 
diers who  have  performed  an  achievement  unsurpassed  for  daring  and 
success.    Give  my  congratulations  and  compliments  to  them. 

EDWIN  M,  STANTON. 


ToBKTOWN^  Ya.,  May  8,  1863—12  p.  m. 
Hon.  B.  M.  BTANTONy 

Secretary  of  War: 

Yonr  dispatch  of  this  day  has  been  received,  and  will  be  communi- 
cated in  general  orders  to  the  Harris  Light  Cavalry  and  the  Twelfth 
Illinois  to-moTTow.  The  officers  and  men  will  be  rejoiced  to  know  that 
their  brilliant  exploit  is  fully  appreciated  at  headquarters.  They  are  in 
good  condition,  and  after  a  day's  rest  will  be  fit,  as  they  are  anxious,  for 
farther  active  ierv1oa»    AU  quiet  on  onr  front  and  nothing  new  here. 

BUFUS  KINO, 
Brigadier- Oeneralj  Ckmmamdinp 
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War  DsPABTmoiT, 

Washmgtonj  Ma^  8, 1863—4  p.  m. 
Major-GtonenJ  Dix,  Fori  Ifonroe,  Fa.: 

Your  movement  is  all  lu^t.    Hold  on  to  what  yon  have  got.    I  onlj 
wished  delay  for  General  Hooker. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 


BuvPOLK,  Ya.,  May  8, 1803. 
M%{or-Gtoneral  Dix: 

I  Bee  by  the  papers  that  the  Bichmond  press  states  that  Longstreet^a 
troops  were  not  with  Lee;  only  Longstreet  in  person.  This  I  appre- 
hend is  the  tme  version. 

JOHN  J.  PEOE, 

Mqiar-OmeroL 


WlSHnfOTOiTy  D.  0.)  Jfof  8, 1863. 
M%jor-Gtoneral  Dn, 

{For  Omerdl  FoBter^  Fort  Monroe^  Va.) : 

General  Foster  at  the  present  time  should  not  be  absent  fix>m  his 
command.  Moreover  no  interview  can  now  give  him  re-enforoements 
by  any  possibility. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

Oeneral'in-OkU 


Was  Dbpabtkbnt, 
WashimffUmy  Ma/y  8,  1863. 
M%jor-6eneraI  Hookbb,  Fclmo^itky  Va. : 

General  Dix  had  moved  his  troops  before  he  received  my  order  to 
suspend  his  operations,  and  probably  occupied  West  Point  in  force  yes- 
terday. 

H.  W.  HALLEGE, 

GeneraHn-Oki^. 


nmTED  Statbb  Flao-ship  MnmxsoTA, 

Of  Newport  New9j  May  8, 1863. 
Gen.  John  A.  Del,  IT.  8.  A., 
Oomdg.  SenmUh  Army  Oorp$,  Fortre$»  Monroe.  Va. : 

Genebal  :  On  the  morning  of  the  4th  instant  I  proposed  to  yon  a 
joint  expedition  against  Fort  Powhatan,  Petersburg,  and  Bichmond. 
This  was  in  consequence  of  information  that  the  enemy  had  left  Suf- 
folk ;  that  General  Hooker  was  between  Bichmond  and  the  rebel  army 
at  Fredericksburg,  and  that  you  had  30,000  troops  here.  Tour  reply, 
dated  May  5,  received  on  the  6th  instant,  gives  your  reasons  for  not 
being  able  to  co-operate  in  the  proposed  movement.  In  this  reply  yon 
remark: 

Toa  win  lenittmber  that  I  called  your  attention,  in  an  interview  with  yon  aeyeral 
weeks  ago,  to  the  fact  that  the  enemy  were  at  work  at  Fort  Powhatan,  and  ezpreaeed 
an  earneet  doBtre  that  some  of  yonr  gnnboata  ahonld  driye  him  away  before  any  gnnt 
were  monnted.  My  last  adTioes  ave  that  be  is  now  oeenpying  it  with  oonsidmble 
forae 
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This  Statement  I  am  aorry  to  say  Is  extremely  inaocorate  aad  iiyuri- 
ous  to  me.  You  seem  to  have  overlooked  my  correct  statement  of  this 
matter  in  another  communication  to  yon  of  the  4th  taistant,  to  which 
yon  promised  in  another  communication  of  the  5th  instant  to  reply 
<<  when  relieved  from  the  pressure  of  (your)  present  very  argent  dnties." 

On  Wednesday,  the  18tii  of  March,  Colonel  Ludlow,  returning  witii  a 
flag  of  truce  from  City  Point,  in  a  note  dated  Tnesaay,  informed  me 
that  the  ^^  rebels  are  very  much  strengthening  their  works  at  Old  Fort 
Powhatan  and  seem  to  have  a  large  force  in  garrison  there."  Notwith- 
standing this  reoccupation  was  a  military  act  performed  within  the 
military  lines  of  your  department,  I  did  not  wait  for  you  to  caU  on  me 
for  co-operation,  but  went  to  see  yon  the  next  day  on  the  snl^ject.  Ton 
stated  tiiat  the  enemy  was  already  on  this  side  of  the  Blackwater  with 
28,000  men^  a  larger  force  than  yours,  and  that  yon  could  not  act  in  the 
matter.  Ton  showed  me  the  position  of  Fort  Powhatan  (not  laid  down 
on  my  chart)  abont  10  miles  from  Harrison's  Point  You  asked  me, 
with  the  usual  complimentary  opinion  of  the  army  as  to  the  ability  of 
the  gunboats  not  only  to  protect  bat  to  take  forts,  if  my  ganboato 
could  not  <^  shell  them  ont." 

In  view  of  the  flftilnre  for  want  of  military  co-operation  of  a  better 
iron-clad  and  gunboat  force  than  I  then  had  to  ^  eJiell  tiiem  oaf  of 
Fort  Darling,  I  explained  to  you  why  your  suggestion  was  hnpractieaUe 
and  left  you,  as  I  supposed,  satisfied  on  that  point. 

This  occurred  seven  instead  of  several  weeks  ago,  nor  did  I  then  un- 
derstand you  as  '<  expressing  au  earnest  desire  that  some  of  oar  gun- 
boats should  drive  him  away  before  any  guns  were  mounted,"  Ah*  the 
reason  that,  with  the  &cts  then  fresh  in  your  memoiy,  yon  knew  as  wdl 
as  I  did  frt>m  Colonel  Lndlow's  report  of  the  previous  day  that  the  en- 
emy had  a  large  force  in  garrison  there,  and  you  could  not  possibly 
have  supposed  that  he  would  have  garrisoned  his  fort  with  a  la^  force 
when  it  was  without  guns. 

I  trust,  general,  there  can  be  no  settled  purpose  to  do  me  ipfostioe, 
and  therefore  ask  yon  to  correct  this  error. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  vespeetfblly,  yonrs, 

8«  P.  TiKK, 
AiOg.  Bear'Ad$iiiralf  Owmdg.  N.  AtUmUe  Blodsad4mg  aqmdrw^ 


SUVFOLK,  Ifof  9, 188S. 
General  Dix: 

From  all  the  information  I  can get^aboat  two  divisions  are  on  the 
Blackwater.  Spear  is  very  sick,  when  he  recovers  I  shall  feel  of 
somethmg. 

JOmr  J.  PECK, 


YOBKroWH ,  ifOf  9,  1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix: 

General  Gregg  was  ordered  to  destroy  the  bridges  referred  to.  I  only 
burned  those  over  the  Ohickskhominy.  I  do  not  Imow  that  he  snceeeded, 
but  was  told  by  prisoners  that  he  did. 

J.  KILPATBIGK, 
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WASHiNQToiiy  D.  o^  Motif  9|  ises. 

M%)oi  General  Fostbb,  New  Beme^  N.  €. : 

Genebal  :  Tour  report,  dated  April  30,  of  the  defenae  of  Waahing- 
ton  is  just  received.  Both  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War  have 
Bpoken  in  the  highest  praise  of  the  gallaotry  of  yourself  and  yoor  troopn 
in  the  defense  of  Washington  against  the  superior  forces  of  the  enemy. 
It  will  rank  among  the  most  glorioas  oi)erations  of  the  war. 

I  have  also  jnst  received  yoor  letters  of  the  5th  instant  asking  for  re- 
enforcements.  I  regret  it  is  at  present  utterly  impossible  to  give  yon 
any.  Every  available  man  was  sent  to  Suffolk  and  to  co-operate  with 
General  Hooker.  I  have  the  positive  orders  of  the  President  to  with- 
draw no  troops  at  present  from  General  Hunter's  command.  There  is 
no  other  place  from  which  troops  can  now  be  withdrawn.  As  yoa 
know,  I  have  from  the  beginning  had  no  hopes  of  snccess  at  Ohanes- 
ton,  but  the  l^avy  insisted  upon  making  the  attack.  It  is  nnfinrtanate 
that  so  many  things  are  undertaken  at  the  same  time;  bat  this  I  can- 
not avoid.  I  think  yon  wiU  agree  with  me  that  our  operations  on  the 
Mississippi  Biver  are  much  more  important  at  the  present  time  than 
any  that  can  be  carried  on  in  North  Carolina. 

In  rega^  to  matters  in  Virginia  we  have  our  hands  ftdl.  Troops 
cannot  be  withdrawn  firom  there  withont  great  danger.  Moreover,  toe 
President  directed  some  months  ago  that  no  troops  be  taken  from  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  army.  I  hope  we  may  soon  get  recruits  by  draft.  It 
will  be  made  very  soon ;  but  we  cannot  yet  calculate  positivdy  upon 
the  result 

Had  Ghsneral  Hooker  been  snccessfhl  on  the  Bappahannoek  it  would 
have  helped  us  very  much  in  carrying  out  the  conscription.  Now  we 
mOT  jMMsibly  have  some  difficulty  3  but  this  will  be  overcome. 

General  Hooker  failed  to  accomplish  his  main  object  on  the  Bappa- 
hannoek but  he  met  with  no  disaster.  He  believes  the  loss  of  the 
enemy  to  be  much  greater  than  his  own  and  will  immediately  renew 
operations. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  HALLBOE, 


Hdqbs.  Dept.  of  YiBonru,  Sevbitth  Army  Oobps, 

Fori  Monroej  Va.^  Ma/g  10, 1868. 
Mid.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hai^lbok, 

QmeralrVi^OUtf  U.  8.  Army^  Wa$kinifUmy  D.  (7.  * 

Gbnbsal:  The  troops  at  Suffolk  have  been  hard  at  work  demolish- 
ing the  enemy's  works,  which  are  very  substantial  and  extended.  Th^ 
could  not  have  been  constructed  during  the  three  weeks  of  the  invest- 
ment by  less  than  30,000  or  40,000  men.  I  have  ordered  General  Peck 
to  t^e  up  aJl  the  rails  on  both  roads  frt>m  the  Blackwater  to  Suffolk 
and  send  lAiem  to  this  fort.  The  enemy  had  already  removed  them  from 
the  first  3  nules  beyond  Suffolk,  on  the  Weldon  road,  and  had  loosened 
the  sp^es  on  6  miles  more,  either  to  carry  them  off  for  use  on  other  roads 
or  to  construct  iron-clad  batteries  in  front  of  ours. 

I  desire  to  present  to  you  some  views  in  regard  to  holding  Suffolk,  and 
ask  your  decision  in  regard  to  them.  Suffolk  is  no  longer  of  any  use  to  us 
as  a  position  for  making  friends  of  the  secessionists.  The  population 
there  and  in  the  surrounding  country  are  bitter  and  implacable.  The  only 
object  in  holding  it  is  to  render  the  inland  connection  with  North  Carolina 
by  the  canals  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Dismal  Swamp  somewhat  more 
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secure.  le  this  object  of  soflElcieat  imporianoe  to  warrans  tlie  ooet  and 
the  hazard  of  maintaining  the  position  9  The  connection  is  oonvenient 
daring  the  months  of  December,  January,  February,  and  March,  when 
the  communication  by  sea  is  liable  to  interruption  by  storms ;  but  dur- 
ing the  other  eight  months  it  is  of  little  importance.  We  only  use  it 
for  dispatches,  a  semi- weekly  mail,  and  for  the  transportation  of  ofBoers, 
and  occasionally  a  few  men.  They  may  as  well  go  outside.  It  does  not 
follow  that  we  shall  lose  this  connection  by  withdrawing  from  Suffolk, 
but  we  shall  make  it  less  secure.  Suffolk  is  strong  with  a  large  force, 
and  very  weak  with  a  small  one.  In  the  face  of  an  enemy  it  is  impos- 
sible to  fall  back  on  Norfolk.  It  must  be  held  at  all  hazards.  We  have 
over  one  hundred  guns  there.  Its  capture  would  be  the  greatest  dis- 
aster of  the  war.  It  has  a  very  narrow  river  running  back  7  miles  to 
the  rear,  always  endangering  the  loss  of  our  communication  with  onr 
supplies.  The  enemy  can  approach  it  rapidly  by  two  railroads.  It  oan 
never  be  safely  left  without  15,000  men,  and  if  invested  by  a  large  finoe 
it  must  have  252OOO. 

The  line  of  Deep  Greek  is  8  miles  from  Norfolk.  It  is  a  better  line 
in  all  respects.  The  communication  with  the  rear  cannot  well  be  cut. 
It  will  always  be  possible,  even  in  the  face  of  an  enemy,  to  fall  back  on 
Norfolk.  It  can  be  defended  by  10,000  men.  There  is  but  one  objec- 
tion to  the  change — the  mond  effect.  We  fiJl  back  12  miles ;  but  on 
the  other  hand  we  advance  40  on  the  York  Biver  and  place  ourselves 
at  West  Point,  within  35  miles  of  Bicbmond.  By  occupying  the  line  of 
Deep  Creek  we  should  save  from  10,000  to  15,000  troops,  and  the  trans- 
portation of  supplies  up  the  Nansemond,  and  gain  a  more  secure  iiositiou. 
The  change  can  be  made  now  while  the  great  body  of  the  enemy  is 
away.  It  will  be  impossible  when  he  returns.  If  the  change  should  be 
approved,  I  should  place  General  Peck  in  command  of  the  new  line  and 
make  him  Military  Gfovemor  of  Norfolk,  where  his  vigilance  and  prompt! 
tude  would  be  of  great  advantage,  sending  General  Vielc  into  Uie  field. 
I  should  also  take  up  the  rails  on  both  rotuls  between  Suffolk  and  Deep 
Greek  and  deprive  the  enemy  of  the  power  of  using  them  either  for  roads 
or  fbr  constructing  iron  batteries. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€ifar-€hierdL 


Mat  14,  1868. 

Bespeotftilly  referred  to  General  Totten,  Chief  Bngineer,  General  Bar- 
nard, and  General  Cullum  for  the  expression  of  their  views  in  regard  to 
Genend  Dix's  genial  plan. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

Washuvoton,  D.  O.,  Ifoy  14, 1863. 

We  concur  in  the  general  views  of  General  Dix  respecting  the  aban- 
donment of  Suffolk,  Va.,  the  determination  of  the  strength  and  direc- 
tion of  t^e  new  Ihie  of  defense  at  Deep  Greek  being  left  to  General  Dix 
and  his  engineers. 

J.  G.  TOTTEN, 
Brigadief'Oeiieraly  Ohitf  of  ik^gmeen. 
J.  G.  BABNABD, 

Brigadier-Omeralj  <6a 
GEO.  W.  OTJLLUM, 
Limitma/iU'Colonel  Engmeers  and  Bngadkr-  Om^roL 
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Hjbadquabtbbs  Outposts, 
Camp  Fifiy-eighik  Be^t  Pa.  VoU.^  May  10,  ISOSL 

Lieat.  Ool.  Southabd  Hofficak, 

Au%9tam;t-Adijutwnt  Oeneralj  Eigktem^th  Army  Oorpg : 

Bis:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  enemy  have  occnpied  the 
line  of  Core  Greek  in  greater  force  than  heretofore,  how  great  I  have 
not  yet  ascertained.  &ey  made  a  reconnaissance  tnis  side  the  Dover- 
road  bridge  on  Thursday  with  a  troop  of  cavalry  (of  the  Sixty-third 
North  Garolina)  and  some  infantry.  They  have  leveled  the  works  I 
had  commenced  this  side  the  bridge  (at  Dover-road  Grossing),  and  have 
erected  field  works  with  two  embrasnres  beyond  the  creek.  Also  the 
bridge  itself  seems  to  have  had  additional  work  on  it  since  we  xetued. 
Very  respeotfiilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIGHTBB  JONBS. 


UllITHD  BTATBS  FLAO-SEIP  MomBSOTA, 

Off  Newport  New$j  Fa.,  May  11^  188S. 

M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  8.  A., 

Oomdg.  BevmUh  Army  €arp9y  Fartreu  Monroe: 

Gensbal:  In  the  oommnnicatiou  fh>m  you  dated  the  5th  and  re- 
ceived the  7th  instant  yon  state  yoor  expectation  that  the  siege  of  Bo/ 
folk  will  be  renewed. 

Soon  after  assaming  this  command  I  had  the  honor  to  propose  to  von 
that  all  the  abandoned  rebel  earthworks  within  your  lines  cdionla  be 
raced.  Standing  as  they  do,  hardened  by  age,  they  tempt  the  reoooapa- 
tion  by  the  enemy,  to  whom  it  would  be  but  the  work  of  a  night  to  re- 
occnpy  them,  to  mount  and  casemate  guns  enough  to  command  tte 
channel,  and  cut  off  the  communications  of  the  gunboats. 

Last  fidl  Commodore  Livingston,  at  my  suggestion,  leveled  the  work 
at  Helena  which  commands  the  navy-yard. 

I  respectfiilly  suggest  to  you  that  it  would  be  of  great  advantage  to 
naval  operations  if  you  would  have  the  abandoned  rebel  earthworks  on 
the  Lower  Nansemond,  Elisabeth  Biver,  and  at  Sewell'a  Point  thoroughlv 
leveled,  excepting,  of  oouxse,  such  as  you  may  deem  necessary  for  mih- 
taiy  purposes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftdly,  yours, 

S.  P.  LEB, 
Aeig.  Bear-Admirdlj  Oomig.  N.  Aikmde  Blockadmg  Squadron. 


Hkadquabtxbs  Biohtbibnth  Abmy  Corps, 

Department  of  NorU^  Carolina^  May  11, 18(0. 

li%f.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

Oomma/nder-in-Okief  Tj*  8.  Army,  WoMkington,  D.  0. : 

Gbiobbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  tele- 
gram of  the  8th  instant. 

I  beg  leave  to  say  that  it  was  not  mainly  to  obtain  re-enforcements 
that  I  wished  to  see  yon,  although  I  desire  above  all  things,  as  I  am 
free  to  confess,  the  return  of  the  brave  men  whom  1  took  from  this  de- 
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partanent  to  that  of  the  South,  and  who  aie  there  sal^eet  to  mortillea- 
tion  and  difioomfort  and  a  sitnation  appaiently  of  no  beneflt  to  the 
public  service. 

My  object  related  to  contlngencieB  that  might  arise  (and  which  have 
now  arisen)  and  what  should  be  my  action  under  the  circumstances.  I 
am  pleased,  personally,  that  the  trip  will  not  now  be  needed,  and  that 
I  can  now  give  my  whole  attention  to  the  necessary  preparation.  I 
have  made  up  my  mind  to  meet  the  enemy  ac  every  point  and  to  con- 
test every  step  so  obstinately  that  its  attainment  will  be  made  by  him 
with  sorrow.  I  have  no  fears  of  any  disaster  in  this  department  (and 
with  3,000  more  men  I  could  obtain  a  small  victory),  but  I  beg  you  to 
believe  that  whatever  efforts  may  be  made  against  us  we  will  tiy  to  giv« 
you  a  satisfiEhctory  report 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  vefy  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTER, 
Mqiar-Oenerdlf  Oammamdimf, 


)tosKTOWN,  May  U,  [1863.] 
Miyor-General  Da: 

I  am  just  down  from  West  Point.  The  works  there  are  now  strong 
in  front,  and  I  left  General  Gordon  at  work  un  batteries  near  the  Point, 
where  at  least  four  20-pounder  Parrotts  are  necessary,  and  if  you  can 
Aend  back  all  that  were  taken  frt)m  here  I  can  supply  them.  What  I 
dhall  recommend  for  the  positions  under  my  immediate  command  will 
depend  in  a  great  degree  on  the  condition  of  the  Army  of  the  Potomac, 
which  I  do  not  know. 

K  D.  EEYES, 

Mt^'OeimraL 

BtTFFOLK,  Ifof  12, 1883. 
Mi^or-General  Dix: 

Line  from  Bowers'  to  Southern  Branch  that  is  shortest  and  offion  an 
impassable  flank  rests  upon  the  arm  of  the  Branch  near  Hodge's,  on 
Martin's  place.  By  Heine's  map,  7  miles  of  Deep  Greek  would  be 
thrown  out,  as  well  as  approaches  along  Dismal  OanaL  Deep  Creek  is 
narrow  and  would  have  to  be  guarded*  Please  look  particularly.  Five 
miles  difference,  which  is  very  great. 

JOHK  J.  PBOK, 

MqfaT'&eieraL 


FOBT  MOHBOB,  Ya.,  Ifof  13, 1883. 
Hon.  E.  M.  Stanton: 

I  send  you  by  this  evening's  mail  two  Gharleston  papers  of  the  9th 
and  11th,  handed  to  me  by  the  captain  of  Her  Britannic  Majesty's 
steamship  Binaldo,  Just  arrived  from  that  city  in  forty-five  hours.  No 
news  except  the  death  of  Stonewall  Jackson,  telegraphed  tnm.  Bioh- 
mond  on  Mooday.  Kews  from  Vicksbnrg  to  the  9th.  Landing  of 
Federal  troops  at  Young's  Point  is  announced. 

jomr  A.  DDL, 
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Hdqbs.  Dspt.  of  North  Oabouna.  Eiohtkknth  A.  O.. 

New  Bemej  N.  0.,  JTof  13, 1888. 
Rear-Admiral  S.  P.  Lee, 

Ckmdg.  S.AUoMtie  Bloekadmg  Sqmidranj  HaimptonSoadMjVa.: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  tJie  reoeipt  of  your  letter  of 
May  1,  repeating  some  of  your  views  on  the  sobject  of  poets  on  the 
Sounds  in  this  department,  and,  as  always,  yonr  views  claim  my  care- 
fnl  consideration. 

In,  as  it  were,  a  joint  department  like  this  it  is  a  matter  of  discrimina- 
tion what  points  to  hold  as  of  greater  benefit  to  both  arms  of  the  serv- 
ice. The  points  on  the  coast  are  of  course  equally  important  for  idl  par- 
ties. Boanoke  Island  is  of  jgreat  advantage  to  us  as  a  strategical  pomt ; 
would  be  to  the  enemy.  If  the  island  were  abandoned  and  the  works 
were  razed  I  have  no  doubt  that  it  would  be  occupied  by  the  enemy 
via  Nag's  Head  and  across  Boanoke  ChanneL  At  this  point,  ftom  the 
shallowness  of  the  water,  gunboats  could  not  prevent  the  occupancy 
and  could  not  prevent  the  erection  of  batteries,  even  were  it  known  that 
it  would  be  attempted;  whereas  that  position  could  be  held  by  a  small 
force  on  the  island  agaymst  a  large  one  crossing. 

Bzperience  has  shown  us  the  focility  with  which  sand  batteries  can 
be  erected,  and  also  proved  that  their  power  of  withstanding  fire  is 
meaXer  than  stone.  It  would  require  but  a  few  weeks  to  again  fortii^y 
Boanoke  Island  (should  the  enemy  have  it),  and  probably  the  taking  of 
it  has  shown  them  the  fklsity  of  their  previous  line  of  defense;  and  I 
believe  the  division  might  lose  more  men  than  were  withdrawn  firom 
my  force  as  garrisons. 

As  to  Washington  and  Plymouth  my  views  were  given  in  my  letter 
of  the  22d  ultima  While  I  have  force  sufilcient  it  seems  to  me  impor- 
tant to  hold  Uie  rich  grain-growing  counties  lying  in  the  pockets  held 
by  these  towns,  and  fuso  as  strategical  points  for  harassing  the  enemy 
so  long  as  I  have  force  sufficient  for  any  oflfensive  movements ;  but  sudi 
may  not  be  the  case  long. 

Again,  if  the  enemy  should  construct  gunboats  up  the  Tar  and  Boan- 
oke Bivers  they  probably  could  not  be  made  sufficiently  formidable  to 
defeat  the  naval  tbrces  at  Washington  and  Plymouth ;  the  naval  as  well 
as  land  batteries  could  assist  in  the  defense.  It  is  not  likely,  however, 
that  naval  vessels  crossing  through  the  Sounds  would  be  in  force  equal 
to  encounter  the  combined  forces  at  Washing^n  and  Plymouth,  in 
which  case  (the  enemy  always  being  in  a  position  to  make  concerted 
movements)  a  concentration  of  the  vessels  from  several  might  be  made 
for  attacking  detached  vessels,  in  which  case  the  result  might  be 
disastrous.  Of  these  probabilities  you  of  course  are  the  best  Judge. 
But  merely  in  accordance  with  our  mutual  desire  to  exchange  ideas  for 
the  general  good  I  give  it  as  my  opinion  that  were  the  towns  of  Wash- 
ington and  Plymouth  abandoned  the  mouths  of  the  rivers  so  situated 
would  be  the  right  and  best  places  for  the  guard-boats,  and  that  the 
presence  of  the  assistance  on  land  would  necessitate  the  presence  of  a 
IskTge  naval  force  to^be  as  effective  as  the  present  guarding  force. 

Would  the  class  of  boats  in  service  here  be  of  much  use  in  outside 
service  9 

I  inclose  herein  a  slip  cut  from  a  Baleigh  paper,  which  shows  the 
views  held  by  the  enemy  upon  the  siibject  of  our  abandonment  of  the 
counties  of  Albemarle,  the  advantage  gained  by  them  of  food,  &c. 

I  have  the  honor  to  remain,  admiral,  veiy  respectfhlly,  your  obedient 
servant, 

J.  G.  FOSTEB, 
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HEADQUABTBR8  OUTP(»8T8| 

Camp  Fifty-eighth  BegU  Fmimsyjlwinia  Vols,.  May  13, 1863. 

Lieut.  OoL  Southasd  Hoffman, 

As9%stant  Adjutant-Ott^traX : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  hoDor  to  report  that  a  civilian  who  came  dowu  the 
Neuse  road  yesterday  informs  me  that  he  fonnd  no  posts  at  Gore  Creek, 
and  has  been  told  that  there  are  none  this  side  of  Moseley  Greek.  Also 
the  sergeant  in  char^  of  my  daily  patrol  informs  me  that  a  man  who 
came  down  the  Dover  road  stated  to  him  that  there  are  no  Confederate 
troops  this  side  of  Gam  Swamp.  These  reports  I  shall  endeavor  to 
verify  in  the  course  of  the  day. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIGHTEB  JONES, 
OoUmA  F^-eighth  Begimentj  Commanding  OutposU. 


SUFFOUC,  Mag  14, 1863. 
MaJor-OenenJ  Dix: 

Major  Wentz  thought  he  would  be  ready  on  Monday  evening.  Yes- 
terday he  said  he  would  be  at  Carrsville  before  sunset.  Colond  Foster 
went  yesterday,  and  writes  that  the  train  is  not  through.  He  decided 
to  try  that  road  first  after  examination.  Time  is  precious,  but  I  hope 
we  shall  succeed.    After  taking  up  several  miles  he  might  change  roads. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mafor-Oenerak 


Hdqbs.  Deft,  of  Yiboinia,  Sbvbivth  Abhy  Gobps, 

Fori  Monroe^  Va.y  Mag  14, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  E.  D.  Eeyes, 

Commanding^  Yorktown: 

Genebal  :  I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  the  AcUntant-General, 
and  suggested  that  Major-Genend  Ord  should  have  a  command  better 
suited  to  his  rank  than  that  of  West  Point,  if  one  can  be  given  to  him. 
But  he  has  behaved  so  handsomely  I  deemed  it  due  to  him  to  suggest 
also  that  his  wishes  should  be  consulted. 

On  the  maturest  consideration  I  have  decided  to  make  West  Point 
an  independent  command.  Your  own  is  a  very  extensive  and  impor- 
tant one,  embracing  Gloucester  Point,  Yorktown,  Williamsburg,  and 
indeed  the  whole  Peninsula.  1  do  not  think  your  attention  should  be 
divided  between  this  command  and  another.  You  need  nothing  but 
troops  to  make  it  the  most  important  in  the  department,  as  it  brings 
you  nearer  to  Bichmond  than  any  other  except  West  Point,  and  re- 
garding your  limits  as  now  extended  to  the  neighborhood  of  the  White 
House  you  are  even  nearer.  Should  the  enemy  reappear  at  Diascund 
Bridge  I  will  do  alll  can  to  afford  you  the  means  of  assailing  him,  as  I 
proposed  more  than  two  months  ago.  It  is  very  doubtful  whether  there 
will  be  an  advance  from  West  Point  with  a  sufficient  force  to  accom- 
plish anything.    If  there  should  be  I  shall  take  the  command  myself. 

You  cannot  doubt  my  desire  to.  do  all  in  my  power  to  meet  your 
wishes,  and  also  to  do  justice  to  your  rank.  Circumstances  have  made 
the  command  at  Suffolk  during  the  last  two  months  more  important 
than  any  other,  but  events  may  at  any  moment  render  it  necessary  to 
throw  the  principal  part  of  my  foroe  into  your  own  command.    I  desire 


OBap.XZZ.]  CORBEflPONDENCEi  ETC.*— UHIOir.  717 


under  all  drcmnfltanoeB  that  yoa  BboaldretaiB  it,  and  I  snggest  whether 
now  yon  may  not  repeat  Oolonel  West^s  reoonnaissance,  poshing  it 
fiuther  on. 

I  am  told  there  is  only  a  small  oavaby  force  at  the  White  Hoose. 
The  expedition^  if  yon  think  it  advisable,  from  the  information  in  yonr 
possession,  to  oudertake  it,  should  be  organised  nnder  your  personal 
superinteudence, 

I  am.  very  respectfdllyy  your  cAedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


[FOBT  MOHBOB],  Ifoy  14, 1883. 
Mf^or-Ctoieral  Kbtbb, 

Oommandimgj  YwrlOown: 

Tour  dispatch  arrived  this  morning  while  I  was  away.  I  wrote  you 
a  few  hours  ago,  stating  that  on  full  reflection  I  had  decided  to  make 
West  Point  an  independent  command. 

I  have  suggested  a  movement  up  the  Peninsula.  Please  make  the 
change  you  desire  in  the  cavalry  and  I  will  endeavor  to  give  it  back  to 
you  in  a  few  days  with  an  addition  of  the  same  arm. 

I  have  forwarded  your  letter  to  the  A^Jutant-G^eral,  as  I  have  ex- 
plained in  mine,  which  you  will  receive  to-morrow ;  but  I  cannot  conoor 
hi  your  removal  to  another  department 

JOHN  A.  DE^ 


HDQB8.  Dbpt.  of  YntaiNiA,  Sbtbnth  Abmy  OobpSi 

Fort  Mmroej  Va.^  Map  14, 1863. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  S.  P.  Lbb, 

Oomnumding  North  Ailantie  Bloekading  Squadron : 

ArvMiitki. :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ter of  the  11th  instant  proposing  that  all  the  rebel  earthworks  within 
my  lines,  except  such  as  are  necessary  f6r  military  purposes,  should  be 
raked* 

All  the  troops  at  Suffolk  have  been  constantly  occupied  since  the 
retreat  of  the  enemy  in  leveling  his  intrenchments,  which  are  very  ex- 
tended and  solid,  when  this  to  completed  they  will  be  occupied  with 
not  less  urgent  labors  for  the  next  month. 

At  Norfolk  and  Fort  Monroe  I  have  barely  force  enough  for  guard 
duty,  but  I  will  personally  examine  as  soon  as  practicable  all  the 
earthworks  in  this  vicdnity  and  meet  your  wishes  as  far  as  I  can.  Elisa- 
beth City  is  in  North  Carolina  and  not  under  my  control. 

I  have  the  honor  to  bCi  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Muffor-OmmroL 


warn 


WABBaOTOIfj  D.  O.,  Mag  14, 1863w 
Mi^or-General  Dix: 

The  matter  of  your  letter  of  the  lOth  is  approved.    I  writeyou  to*day. 

H.  W.  HALLEOK. 
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WABHUfOTON,  M0jf  14,  1863. 
Miyor-General  Dix,  Fort  Mimroe : 

GsmsBAL :  Tonr  letter  of  the  10th  is  reoeived.  I  ftilly  i^gree  with 
yoa  that  the  line  of  Deep  Greek  is  much  better  for  the  defense  of  Nor- 
folk than  the  line  of  the  Nansemond.  Snffolk  is  a  most  ill-chosen  posi- 
tion for  defense,  and  is  unimportant  in  any  other  respect  than  secnrity 
of  Norfolk.    Why  it  was  ever  occupied  1  do  not  know. 

Although  fully  concurring  in  your  views  I  felt  nnwiUing  to  approve 
the  change  without  first  submitting  the  matter  to  a  board  of  able  and 
experienced  officers  and  afterward  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  All  con- 
firm your  views.  Before  making  the  change  the  new  line  should  be 
well  fortified  and  prepared  for  tiiie  batteries.  It  should  for  the  present 
be  considered  the  second  line,  and  the  intended  change  kept  a  profound 
secret.  The  arrangements  for  the  defense  of  this  line  should  be  made 
under  the  direction  of  your  chief  engineer,  M%jor  Stewart 

When  abandoned,  the  works  of  Emifolk  should  be  destroyed. 
Yours,  truly, 

H.  W.  HALLEOK, 

FoBT  MomMB,  Ifoy  14, 1863. 
IMUyor-General  Pbok: 

I  have  a  dispatch  fix>m  the  General-in-Ohief  approving  my  sngges> 
tions  as  to  changes  I  named  to  you.  The  second  line  and  the  dismant- 
ling of  the  railroads  must  be  pushed  to  completion. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mafor-OtneroL 

BuFPOUC,  y A.,  Ifoy  14, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

At  5  p.  m.  Golonel  Foster  had  driven  the  enemy  back  to  his  intrench- 
ments  and  the  working  party  was  doing  well;  within  2}  miles  of  Black- 
water. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

OmeraL 


SiTFFOLK,  Va.,  May  15, 1863. 
lI%jor-General  Dix: 

The  working  party  are  now  Just  this  side  of  Oarrsville ;  getting  along 
well.  Have  sent  rations  to  Colonel  Foster.  The  enemy  are  running 
oars  very  actively  in  view  of  advance  on  that  line. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mafar-OmeroL 

Hkadquabtbbb  OUTPOCRrS, 
OflMN^  Fifty-eighth  Begt,  Pmn9ylva$Ua  VoU.,  May  15, 1863. 

Lieut  OoL  Southard  Hoffkan, 

AMi9ta/iit  Adfutamt-Oeneral : 

Bib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  &cts  whidi  I  communicated 
to  headquarters  yesterday  respecting  the  line  of  Gore  Greek  are  oon- 
flnned  by  my  p»broL  and  that  tiie  enemy  have  now  no  ibroe  on  that 
line. 
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I  also  learn  from  Tarions  soiiroes,  so  tbat  I  coAnt  on  it  as  reliable  to 
a  reasonable  deffree,  that  Htc  enemy's  force  in  Einston  is  now  vecy 
mnBXLj  not  exoeemng  five  rej^ests,  and  that  there  are  few  troops  at 
Goldsborough.  Of  the  five  mgiments,  one  is  at  Gnm  Swamp  and  one 
at  Wise^s  Forks,  and  Uie  regiment  at  Gum  Swamp  is  open  to  a  move- 
ment on  its  rear  and  might  be  cnt  off.  If  it  is  thought  desirable  under 
existing  oircnmstanoes  to  seise  Sanston  and  Goldsborough  I  would  re- 
quest to  be  allowed  to  strike  the  railroad  somewhere  north  of  Gk>lds- 
boronghi  in  ord^  to  intercept  re-enforcements,  &o.  With  one  good  in- 
fsailxj  regiment  added  to  mv  own  and  three  or  four  troops  of  cavalry 
and  a  section  of  artillery  I  feel  confident  I  could  reach  that  railroad 
with  Utile  or  no  opposition  and  break  it  up  eztensivelyi  that  is,  pro 
vided  the  intention  be  kept  entirely  secret 

The  enterprise  would  instify  some  labor  and  risk  in  reflBrenoe  to  the 
capture  of  Goldsboroum  only,  but  as  connected  with  a  simultaneous 
movement  from  SuffolK  on  vreldon  it  might  materially  interrupt  the 
enemy's  communications  and  influence  the  war. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIOHTBB  JONB8, 
OoUmd  Tklrtif'eigldk  Pmmaglvamla  >'^.,  Oomdg.  Oi^poili. 


FOBT  MORBOB,  VA^ 

Mmg  le,  18&-1  p.  m. 
M%|.  Oen.  H.  W.  TfAT.T.TKWr, 

Oolonel  Foster  is  covering  our  work,  which  is  in  good  progress,  on 
the  railroad  near  OarrsviUe.  Has  been  engaged  wit£  the  enemy  more 
or  less  for  two  days.  A  lively  artilleiy  fire  has  been  kept  up  on  our 
workmen.  Yesterday  the  enemy  advanced  within  canister-range,  but 
was  driven  back  with  considerable  loss.  On  our  side  a  caisson  was 
riddled,  a  horse  killed,  and  9  men  wounded.  The  iron  is  arriving  in 
Norfolk.  When  we  get  on  the  other  road  we  shall  probably  have  son^ 
sharp  fighting. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

FoBT  MoBBOB,  Mmg  le,  1M& 
M^llor^General  Pboe, 

Oamimemdimgf  Bi^ffblk: 

A  report  has  just  reached  me,  not  on  tiie  best  authori^,  that  the  eneft!)/ 
has  5,000  men  at  Scott^s  &ctory  and  10,000  at  Oolonel  Thomas^.  WLtfce 
these  places  are  I  do  not  know,  but  somewhere  between  Uie  Black- 
wBler  and  the  Nansemond,  I  believe. 

JOHN  A.  DDL, 

Suffolk,  Va^  Mmjf  16, 1863. 
M%|or-Oeneral  Dix: 

Scott^s  iiBMStory  is  at  Smithfleld,  but  tiie  otb?r  i^ace  I  cannot  locate 
exactly.  That  is  a  good  country  for  supplies,  and  from  it  they  flank  aJl 
moves  on  Blackwater.  If  there,  it  looks  like  assuming  the  otir'ensive,  for 
there  is  a  considerable  force  on  the  river  massed  near  Franklin. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 
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FOBT  MOHXOB,  Ifoy  17,  ISeSb 

M^jor-General  Pbok, 

My  man  is  here  from  New  Baven  [Riohmond].  He  says  none  of  LiHig^ 
street's  force  have  gone  beyond  New  Haven,  and  that  they  are  on  the 
New  London  *  and  head  of  Washington.*  Heard  that  there  was  some 
trap  to  draw  out  the  troops  at  BostonTSnffolkJ.  It  woold  be  well  to 
ascertain  tmth  of  yesterday's  report    Ix>ster  most  be  very  vigilant 

JOHN  A.  D&, 

Major-OmermL 

FoBT  Mohbob,  JfiBif  17,  laCL 
Bfajor-General  PxoK: 

No  pains  should  be  spared  to  sustain  Foster.  He  should  be  re-en- 
forced, if  necessary.    Was  the  enemy  seen  near  Alezandriaf 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


Hbqbs.  Deft,  of  YiBomiA,  Sbtxivth  Abut  Oobps, 

Fort  Manraej  Mag  17, 1883. 
M%{.  Gen.  H.  W.  HalleOl, 

Oeneralin'OMrf : 

Genebal  :  Your  letter  of  the  14th  is  received  and  your  wishes  have 
an  been  anticipated.  The  moment  I  received  your  telegraphic  dispatch 
saying  that  you  approved  my  views,  I  sent  M%jor  Stewart  to  examine 
the  new  line,  and  it  will  be  fortified  under  his  direction.  It  has  been 
given  out  that  we  are  to  fortify  it  as  a  second  line,  and  a  show  of  strength 
ening  the  defenses  at  Suffolk  is  to  be  kept  up  until  it  is  ready. 

I  have  just  returned  from  Suffolk :  the  enemy  is  on  this  side  the  Black- 
water  and  in  considerable  force.  Colonel  Foster  is  between  him  and 
our  working  party  with  8,000  men.  We  hope  to  finish  our  work  on  the 
Weldon  road  by  Wednesday.  When  we  go  to  Zuni  we  shall  send  a 
still  larger  force. 

My  man  came  in  from  Richmond  to-day.  He  says  that  only  one  divis- 
ion of  Longstreet^s  force  went  north  of  Bichmond,  and  that  it  returned 
to  Petersburg,  being  too  late  for  the  battle  of  Fredericksburg.  He  con- 
firms my  former  statements  that  the  force  before  Suffolk  was  near  40,000, 
and  he  says  this  whole  force  is  at  Petersburg,  on  the  Blaokwater,  and 
back  of  Franklin,  on  the  Weldon  road. 

The  Bichmond  has  met  with  an  accident ;  he  could  not  ascertain  pre- 
cisely what,  but  thinks  it  was  some  damage  to  her  machinery.  The  two 
iron-dads  on  the  stocks  are  getting  on  slowly.  He  thinJLS  they  cannot 
be  completed  before  August,  but  he  judged  from  what  he  saw  that 
workmen  had  been  transferred  from  one  to  the  other,  indicating  an  in- 
tention to  bring  one  out  as  soon  as  possible. 

He  is  satisfl^  that  troops  have  recently  been  brought  to  Bichmond 
from  Georgia  and  South  Carolina  and  sent  on  to  Fr^ericksborg.  It 
was  said  at  Bichmond  that  Lee  was  to  attack  Hooker  and  drive  him 
back  to  the  Potomac. 

I  am,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

*Ciphw. 
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Hbadquabtbbs  Foubth  Abxt  Oobps, 

Fort  Yarktoumj  Va.y  Ma^  17^  1888. 
Lieat  Ool.  L..H.  Pelouzb, 

AsitMtant  A^iutant-Oeneralj  Department  of  VirgkUa : 

OOLONBL :  I  have  the  honor  to  forward  to.  you  {according  to  iustrao- 
tions  from  Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac)  inetractions  given  me 
from  the  same  headquarters.  I  expect  my  command  will  have  all  ar- 
rived by  this  evening.  While  it  is  my  great  desire  to  literally  carry  out 
the  orders  of  my  chief,  I  intend  also  to  act  in  compliance  with  the  wishes 
and  instructions  of  the  major-general  in  whose  department  I  am  to  tem- 
porarify  remain.    Any  advice,  suggestion,  or  instruction  that  the  mt^or- 

fenerai  commanding  the  department  may  do  me  the  honor  to  forward 
shaU  be  pleased  to  receive  and  promptly  to  execute. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  EILPATBIOK, 
OoUmelj  Gcmmainding  Cavalry  Brigade. 


Hbadquabtebs  Abut  of  thb  Potoiulo, 

May  13, 186a. 
Oolonel  ELtLPATBiOK, 

Oammanding  Oa/ealry  Brigade : 

OoLOivsL :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  yon  assume 
command  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry  now  with  you  at  Yorktown;  that 
you  will  hold  your  force  well  in  hand,  inflicting  whatever  damage  the 
legitimate  rules  of  war  sanction  upon  the  enemy,  his  supplies,  and  his 
communications.  Yon  will  observe  his  movements  as  far  as  possible. 
You  will  take  with  you  from  this  camp  the  dismounted  men  of  boldi 
regiments  and  remount  them  there  with  captured  animals.  You  will 
report  by  letter  and  telegraph  as  occasion  requires,  holding  your  com- 
mand ready  to  co-operate  with  this  army  in  its  operations. 

You  will  furnish  General  Keyes,  or  the  commandmg  officer  in  whose 
department  you  may  temporarily  remain,  with  copies  of  your  instmo- 
tions  that  yon  may  receive  from  time  to  time. 
Very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  WILLIAMS, 
Aeeittamt  A^fukmt-OmeraL 

DiSTBIOT  OF  THB  ALBBMABLB, 

Plymouth,  N.  0.,  May  17, 1863. 
Lieut.  Ool.  SouTHABD  Hoffman, 

Aset,  Adjt.  Oen.j  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  the  condition  of  aflbirs  in  the 
district  as  follows : 

The  lines  in  front  of  this  town  are  in  progress  toward  completion. 
The  parapet  of  Fort  Williams  is  now  well  sodded  on  its  exterior  slope, 
as  also  three  sides  of  the  superior  slope  and  palisades,  ready  for  the 
ditch. 

The  breastworks  on  the  right  and  left  are  being  strengthened  by  a 
substantial  revetment  of  timber  and  the  ditch  considerably  widened,  as 
also  the  epanlement  on  the  left  of  the  Columbia  road. 

The  excavation  and  revetment  of  the  redoubt  near  Boyle  Creek  is 
nearly  complete,  and  will  be  ready  for  the  gun  by  the  last  of  this 
week.  The  redoubt  above,  intended  for  the  protection  of  river  obstruc- 
46  B  B— VOL  xvin 
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tions,  is  progressing  fiftvorably,  bat  th«  fhune  for  maganne  has  not  been 
received,  and  preparations  are  now  made  to  oonstmct  it  on  the  ground. 

This  Witrk,  oonstmcted  by  the  Ninely-sixth  New  York  Yolanteers,  I 
have  named  Fort  Gray,  in  memory  of  Ool.  O.  O.  Gray  of  that  regiment, 
killed  in  battle  at  Kinston,  sabject  to  tSe  approval  of  the  commanding 
general.  The  obstmctions  at  tiie  head  of  the  island  have  been  com- 
menced. There  have  been  many  difficulties  on  aoooont  of  repairs  to 
the  pile-drivers  and  density  of  the  sabstratam,  bat  it  is  believed  that 
work  will  progress  hereafter  more  rapidly. 

Light  gans  are  required  for  Fort  Williams  and  for  the  redoubt  near 
the  Columbia  road. 

At  Boanoke  Island  working  parties  are  employed  in  getting  oat  pali- 
sades for  Forts  Beno  and  Parke.  The  north  face  of  the  li&ter  is  in 
danger  of  bein^  seriously  washed,  as  also  the  easterly  face  of  Fort  Fos- 
ter, both  of  which  require  attention. 

A  few  guerrillas  are  skulking  within  the  limits  of  this  county,  bat 
in  small  numbers,  and  a  company  of  cavalry  is  reported  to  be  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Jamesville,  but  thus  liar  have  made  no  hostile  demon- 
strations. 

Bespectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  W.  WE8SELL8, 
Brigadier-Oeneral  Volunteer9y  04>mmanding. 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  May  18, 186a. 
General  Dix: 

A  contraband  from  Franklin  says  General  Jenkins  states  that  we  are 
fortifying  at  OarrsviUe  and  n^laying  the  road  from  this  end  with  the 
rail  from  that  end  with  the  view  of  advancing.  The  mail-boats  are 
at  or  below  Franklin.  Stratton  reports  Lieutenant  Titus  with  47  men 
having  a  skirmish  near  Newby's  Bridge  with  150  guerrillas.  An  am- 
buscade was  prepared  to  capture  all  his  party,  but  he  cut  his  way 
through;  Lieutenant  Beatty  and  2  privates  severely  and  1  sergeant 
slightly  wounded;  1  rebel  killed,  2  prisoners,  several  wounded.  No 
loss  of  horses,  some  having  been  taken  by  us.  Stratton  approves  the 
conduct  of  Lieutenant  Titus. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

'•OenerdL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  May  18, 1863. 
General  Viblb: 

The  boats  were  taken  down  to  the  Albemarle  Sound  and  into  the 
Chowan.  They  are  at  Franklin  probably.  Major  Stratton  sent  out  a 
party  to  the  Pasqaotank  with  a  view  of  intercepting  them. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Majar-OeneroL 

FOBT  MoNBOE,  May  18, 1863 
MajorGeneral  Peok: 

Do  I  understand  that  the  railroad  connection  between  Boston*  and 
Baltimore*  is  now  complete  ;  and,  if  so,  how  many  miles  of  iron  tJiia 
side  the  former  are  taken  up  and  removed  f 

JOHN  A.  DEK, 

Mc^  GmeraL 

•  Cipher. 
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Suffolk,  Maty  18, 1863. 
Major-Geiieral  Dix: 

Engine  now  running.    Iron  removed  for  about  3^  mUes  this  side 
Garrsville. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

MajoT'GeneraL 


Suffolk,  May  18, 1883. 
M^jor-General  Dix: 

If  Hooker  is  reduced  as  reports  state,  Lee  does  not  require  Longstreet 
to  leave  Blackwater. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Maiwr-OeMraJL 


Gbnebal  Obdbbs,  )         Hdqbs.  Biohtbenth  Abmy  Gobpb, 

No.  79.  )  New  Beme,  May  19,  1883. 

In  obedience  to  orders  firom  the  War  Department  Brig.  Gen.  E.  A. 
Wild,  (J.  S.  Volunteers  (a  gallant  and  accomplished  soldier  and  gentle- 
man), has  arrived  in  this  department  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  bri- 
gade of  colored  troops.  General  Wild  will  establish  recruiting  offices 
at  such  points  as  he  may  select,  and  all  district  commanders,  command- 
ing officers  of  posts,  and  other  officers  and  men,  are  hereby  enjoined 
and  ordered  to  £Ufford  to  General  Wild,  his  officers  and  men,  every 
facility  and  aid  in  the  performance  of  their  duties  and  in  carrying  out 
ftilly  and  in  good  faith  the  orders  of  the  Government. 

The  commanding  general  expects  that  this  order  will  be  sufficient  to 
insure  the  prompt  obedience  (the  first  duty  of  a  soldier)  of  all  officers 
and  soldiers  in  this  department  to  the  orders  firom  the  War  Depart- 
ment. 

By  command  of  M%f .  Qen.  J.  G.  Foster : 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

Aisiatant  A^jjutant-Gm^eroL 


FOBT  MOKBOB,  May  20, 1888. 
M%ior-General  Pbok: 

The  Baltimore  Sun  of  Monday  says  we  are  taking  up  the  track  of 
the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  Railroad  from  Garrsville  to  the  junction  of 
the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad.  The  writer  of  this  letter  is  not 
here;  when  he  returns  I  shall  see  to  it.  The  rails  on  the  Seaboard  road 
weigh  158  tons  per  mile ;  those  on  the  Petersburg  road  246  tons  per 
mile.  Of  course  it  will  require  time  to  remove  them.  The  operation 
on  the  latter  road  will  amount  to  a  campaign  and  we  must  look  for  some 
sharp  lighting,  for  I  do  not  believe  5,000  tons  of  railroad  iron  will  in 
the  present  emergency  be  given  up  without  a  contest. 

All  quiet  at  West  Point.  Gordon  needs  more  guns,  and  one  of  his 
regiments  goes  shortly     How  are  you  getting  on  t 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M(^r'General, 
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Sttffolk,  Va.,  Jfay  20, 1863. 
General  Dix: 

The  papers  do  oar  cause  almost  as  much  harm  as  the  rebel  armies. 
HookePs  moves  were  all  read  in  the  papers  long  before  the  hour  for 
Lee  to  strike,  and  he  knew  both  sides  of  the  game. 

Wents  commenoed  as  he  did  to  save  time.  He  has  not  reported  this 
morning,  but  I  believe  I  will  transfer  the  work  at  dark. 

A  deserter  says  between  20,000  and  30,000  on  Blackwater  under 
Longstreet.    Have  not  believed  it. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Mfj^'OeneroL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  Jfoy  20, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Dix: 

I  ordered  Windsor  to  be  ooonpied  at  dusk  as  a  base  of  operations, 
which  yon  fnlly  onderstaod.  Work  is  to  be  rushed  vigorously.  Forti- 
fications of  Sdflfolk  are  in  progress. 

JOHN  J.  PEOK, 

Mafar-GeieraL 


Suffolk,  May  20, 1863. 
M%jor-Oenerai  Dix: 

Wentz  is  now  within  3  mUes  of  Suffolk.    The  programme  is  all  ar- 
ranged for  the  matter  spoken  oL 

JOHN  J.  PEGE, 

Mqfar-OenerdL 


HSADQUABTEBS  OUTPOSTS, 

Camp  Fifty-eigMh  Begt.  Petmsylvania  Vol».y  May  20, 1863. 

Lieut  Gol.  SOUTHABD  HOFFIKAK, 

A98%9tant  Adjvtan;^  Qimeral, : 

Sm :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  I  propose  sending  the  Fifty-eighth 
Regiment  Pennsylvania  Volunteers  to-morrow  morning  (Thuraday)  to 
seize  the  crossings  of  Gore  Greek,  to  rebuild  the  bridges,  and  to  capture, 
if  practicable,  the  enemy's  post  at  the  railroad  switch ;  to  raise  up  at  ail 
events  the  latter  enterprise  as  a  cover  and  pretext  for  our  ulterior 
movements. 

To  carry  on  the  movement  withont  losing  time  and  opportunity  I 
ought  to  have  the  re-enforcementi  by  rail  or  otherwise  at  Gore  Greek  to- 
morrow afternoon  or  evening ;  the  earlier,  the  more  time  for  the  men  to 
rest  and  sleep.  1  contemplate  moving  from  Gore  Greek  about  10  p.  m., 
so  as  to  reach  my  position  just  before  daylight. 

I  might  effect  our  object  with  two  rej^imeuts,  but  to  guard  against 
possibilities  I  wish  six ;  also  three  companies  of  cavalry,  two  pieces  of 
artillery  (though  the  artillery  is  not  likely  to  be  used),  and  the  men 
had  better  have  three  days'  rations.  For  cavalry  I  should  prefer  Pond's 
company  and  Jacob's,  who  have  been  with  me  before ;  and  I  shall  take 
Wilson's  (now  on  the  line)  for  the  third. 

As  regards  your  suggestion  respecting  the  Trent  road  I  shall  carry  it 
out  by  ordering  one  of  the  cavalry  companies  now  on  that  end  of  the 
line,  or  both,  with  two  companies  of  the  infantry  now  there,  to  make  a 
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reconnaissance  on  Friday  on  the  Trent  road,  at  least  as  Tar  as  Trenton 
Forks,  and,  it'  the  cavalry  can  cross  the  river  at  the  ford  above  the  town« 
to  captnre  any  small  parties  that  may  be  there. 

For  the  bridge  fifteen  to  twenty  or  twenty-five  2-inch  plank,  not  less 
than  12  feet  long,  will  be  sufficient,  poles  with  dirt  on  them  answering 
for  the  ends  near  the  banks,  as  &r  oat  as  earth  can  conveniently  be  cast 
with  a  shovel;  and  a  team  had  better  be  sent  with  them  to  report  this 
evening  to  the  office  at  Batohelder's  Creek  bridge  and  there  to  await  my 
orders.  If  I  sacceed  I  shall  need  the  team  in  addition  to  my  own,  to 
transport  captored  armSi  Ac,  and  at  all  events  to  bring  along  hune 
soldiers. 

If  there  ore  any  farther  explanations  required  or  suggestions  to  be 
made  please  communicate. 

If  I  have  a  really  good  marching  regiment  in  addition  to  my  own  I 
shall  prefer  the  path  to  the  left  as  a  surer  course,  though  it  will  involve 
some  fording  of  small  streams,  mud,  &c.,  and  will  probably  oblige  field 
officers  to  move  on  foot. 

Very  respeotftilly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  BIOHTEB  JONES, 
Oolandy  Commanding  Outpoits. 


FOBT  MONBOB.  VA., 

May  21, 1863—12  noon. 
M%j.  Oen.  H.  W.  Haixeok, 

OmeraMn-Ohief: 

The  rails  will  all  be  up  on  the  Weldon  Bailroad  beyond  Suffolk  to-day. 
To-morrow  we  commence  on  the  Petersburg  Railroad.  The  troops  were 
in  position  last  night.  We  hope  to  save  7,000  tons  of  iron,  but  expect 
to  fight  for  it. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Majof'Oeneralj  Oommandmg. 


FOBT  MoNBOB,  May  21, 186a. 
lii^or-Qeneral  Pxox: 

The  articles  relating  to  removing  rails  came  from  the  correspondent 
of  the  Associated  Press  and  not  fi^m  the  correspondent  of  the  HeraJd. 
Mr.  Thompson  will  call  on  you  to-day.    I  think  him  a  reliable  man. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OenerdL 


Suffolk,  May  21, 1863. 
Mid-  Oen.  John  A.  Dix: 

General  Getty  writes  me  that  a  report  is  current  throughout  the 
country  that  Suffolk  is  to  be  abandoned.  He  was  informed  that  it  origi- 
nated with  the  adjutant  of  the  One  hundred  and  forty -eighth  New  York 
Volunteers.  Stories  of  Ihe  greatest  absurdity  are  circulated  by  officers, 
and  I  think  this  one  should  be  investigated,  as  a  caution  to  officers. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Majar-QeMfoL 
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FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ya.,  Mo^  22j  1803. 
ULsj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Hallkok, 

Generalrin'  Chief : 

Eighty  contrabands  were  sent  last  week  to  Franklin  from  Richmond 
to  take  up  the  iron  on  the  Weldon  road.  Four  of  them  are  in  SofEolk. 
>^'e  have  now  all  the  iron  safe.  We  have  commenced  on  the  Petera- 
burg  road,  near  Zuni,  and  shall  take  up  the  track  back  to  Windsor  bj 
to-night.    We  commenced  disn^antFug  these  roads  at  the  right  time. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

SiTPFOLK,  May  22, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix: 

Will  be  at  Windsor  before  night  on  the  return.  [  have  10,000  there 
to  protect  workmen.  General  Dodge  is  just  from  Windsor.  He  says 
45-pound  rail  is  just  as  good  as  the  heavy  one,  and  the  Gk>vemment 
can  save  much. 

JOHN  J.  PBOK, 

Majar-OmeroL 


FOBT  MoNBOE,  May  23, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Pbok: 

I  incline  to  the  belief  that  there  are  few  troops  on  the  Blackwater- 
From  two  sources  I  learn  that  troops  in  large  numbers  have  gone  from 
New  Haven  to  New  York  and  to  the  Southwest  by  Danville.  We  have 
no  artillerists.    You  must  take  them  from  your  cavalry  regiments. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M€&ar-OmermL 


SUPFOLK,  Ya.,  May  23, 1863—8.45  p.  m. 
General  Dix: 

General  Dodge  at  Antioch  Church  was  attacked  at  6.15  p.  m.    No 
particulars. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mayor-C^maruL 


Bed  House,  Picket  Station,  May  23, 1363^ 

Col.  J.   KIOHTEB  JONESj. 

Commanding  Outposts : 

Colonel:  1  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  accordance  with  year 
orders  to  me  of  the  21st  instant  I  moved  my  company,  together  witli 
Company  L  of  my  regiment  and  two  companies  of  the  One  hundred  and 

fifty-eighth  New  York  Kegiment   from  Captain command,  on 

the  Trent  road,  at  5  o'clock  yesterday  morning.  On  arriving  at  the 
Trenton  Forks,  which  point  was  reached  without  our  seeing  more  of  the 
enemy  than  a  half  dozen  who  scattered  into  the  woods  at  our  approach, 
1  sent  one  of  the  infantry  companies  down  the  Trenton  road  to  recon- 
noiter  the  crossing  of  the  river,  and  left  the  other  at  the  forks.  1  pro- 
ceeded with  the  cavalry  up  the  Kinston  road,  and  on  reaching  the  edge 
of  Noble's  plantation,  6  miles  from  the  forks,  found  it  barricaded,  and  a 
small  earthwork  thrown  up  to  the  right  of  the  road.    Passing  tiiis  oh 
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Btraotion  I  found  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile  a  long  earthwork 
with  two  embrasures  for  cauDon,  exteudiug  about  200  yards  on  each  side 
of  the  road.  There  were  also  huts  ei'ected  for  a  regiment.  Two  rebel 
caTalryuieu  were  seen  as  we  approached  in  rear  of  the  earthwork,  and 
I  was  informed  by  Mrs.  Noble  that  12  comprised  the  whole  foroe  of  the 
enemy  at  this  point.  These  eluded  our  pursuit,  which  was  continaed  for 
about  a  mile.  From  Noble's  a  road  runs  to  the  Trent  Biver.  The  bridge 
hasi  been  burned,  and  I  learned  that  the  river  was  unfordable  at  this 
point  1  ther^ore  countermarched  and  proceeded  by  the  road  which 
unites  the  Trent  and  EJnston  roads,  4  miles  beyond  the  forks,  to  Trenton 
Bridge.  A  few  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  dismounted  fired  upon  us  from 
the  town,  but  retreated  too  rapidly  to  permit  their  capture,  although 
I  forded  the  river  immediately  and  chased  them  3  miles,  by  the  road 
which  leads  out  of  Trenton,  up  the  river. 

Not  more  than  a  dozen  of  the  enemy  were  seen,  and  this  appeared  to 
be  the  force  of  pickets  maintained  in  Trenton,  which  is  relieved  daily 
from  Tucknhoe,  16  miles  distant.  While  I  was  in  Trenton  two  small 
unoccupied  buildings  were  burned  by  some  one  of  my  command  without 
orders. 

I  bivouacked  at  the  forks  of  the  roads  and  this  morning  sent  out  a 
platoon,  4  miles  by  t^e  Kinston  road,  which  saw  no  signs  of  the  enemy. 
Alter  waiting  for  further  orders  until  4  o'clock  p.  m.  at  the  Forks  I  re- 
turned to  camp. 

I  am,  colonel,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

N.  HALL, 
Captain  Company  O,  Third  New  York  Cavalry. 


Headquarters  Army  of  the  Potomac, 

Ma^  25, 1868. 
li^jor-Ctoneral  Dix,  Oammandingj  dko. : 

Have  you  it  in  your  power  to  obtain  reliable  information  of  the  trans- 
fer of  troops  from  Charleston  to  Bichmondf  From  recent  indications  it 
is  of  great  importance  that  this  fact  should  be  ascertained  as  early  as 
practicable. 

JOSEPH  HOOKfiB, 
MoQW-OemeraXy  Comma$Mng. 

Fort  Monroe,  May  25, 1863 — 3  p.  m. 
Major-General  Hooker: 

I  am  informed  from  three  different  sources,  and  do  not  doubt,  that 
troops  have  gone  from  South  Carolina  and  Georgia,  but  whether  to 
Bragg  or  Lee  not  quite  certain.  The  greater  part  of  Longstreet's  forces, 
recently  on  the  Blackwater,  are  near  Uichmond,  ready  to  move  either  on 
Fredencksburg  or  West  Point. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraL 


Fort  Monroe,  Va., 
May  26,  1863^11  p.  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  Halleok, 

General  in-  Chutf : 

Major-General  Ord,  who  has  come  down  this  evening  frt>m  West 
Point,  recommends,  with  the  concurrenoe  of  General  E.  D.  Keyes  and 
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General  Gk>rdon,  the  withdrawal  of  oar  troops  from  that  positkMif  on- 
lens  he  can  have  4,000  more  infantry,  2S  gnus  in  addition  to  tlioae 
already  there,  and  a  pontoon  bridge  1,200  yards  long.  The  lecom- 
meudation  is  founded  on  the  altered  state  of  things  since  the  ooca- 
pation  took  place:  First,  the  retreat  of  General  Hooker;  second,  the 
very  recent  concentration  of  troops  in  the  vicinity  of  Bichmond  from 
the  Blackwater  and  North  Carolina  line ;  third,  the  probability  of  an 
attack  in  force  at  an  early  day,  as  I  am  advised  by  General  Gtordon 
by  telegraph  since  General  Ord  left ;  and,  fourth,  the  apprehension 
that  our  commonication  with  the  supplies  will  be  interrupted  by  tbeir 
erection  of  heavy  batteries  on  the  York,  the  enemy  having  already  with 
his  light  guns  fired  with  some  effect  on  our  mail-boat,  so  as  to  render 
an  armed  convoy  necessary  for  our  transports.  In  the  uncertainty  as 
tx>  General  Hooker's  movements  I  have  thought  proper  to  communicate 
with  you  at  once.  I  have  discharged  three  regiments.  More  are  soon 
to  follow,  and  from  ap])earances  I  suppose  I  cannot  hope  to  have  their 
places  supplied.  In  that  case  my  force  will  soon  be  reduced  below  the 
minimum  necessary  for  my  extended  command.  Averse  as  I  am  to  any 
retrograde  movement,  I  should  be  disposed  to  concur  with  my  three 
general  officers,  unless  from  your  more  extended  view  of  the  whole 
ground  you  can  afford  me  a  hope  of  being  strengthened  either  by  firesh 
troops  or  by  early  movements  in  Virginia,  which  will  keep  the  enemy 
fidly  occupied. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YntaiNiA,  Srybnth  Army  Corps, 

Fort  Monroe^  Va.j  May  26, 1863. 
M^j.  Gen.  E.  D.  Ebybs, 

Oammanding,  Yarktaum: 

General :  I  have  until  today  been  prevented  by  urgent  engage- 
ments from  replying  to  Colonel  Wesf  s  letter  to  your  assistant  adju- 
tant-general, of  the  14th  instant,  with  your  indorsement  of  the  15th. 

The  colonel  refers  to  the  meritorious  conduct  of  the  troops  at  Will- 
iamsburg  and  Fort  Magruder,  when  assailed  by  a  superior  force  under 
General  Wise,  and  regards  my  omission  to  speak  of  them  in  my  order 
concerning  the  recent  investment  of  Suffolk  as  forcing  '^  the  unpleasant 
conclusion  that  tiiere  was  something  left  undone  which  should  have 
been  done." 

In  your  indorsement  you  say  you  ^'  regard  Colonel  West^s  complaint 
as  just,"  with  an  intimation  that  I  have  been  guilty  of  <^  partiality." 

I  regret  very  much  that  Colonel  West  should  have  drawn  from  my 
omission  to  refer  to  his  command  in  tiie  order  alluded  to  the  inference 
that  he  and  his  troops  had  not  done  aU  that  brave  and  devoted  men 
could  do,  and  he  will  see  from  a  statement  of  &ctB  that  there  is  no 
ground  for  such  an  inference. 

The  operations  at  Suffolk,  after  the  third  day  of  the  investment  of 
three  weeks,  were  carried  on  under  my  own  observation,  as  I  was  every 
alternate  day  either  there  or  on  the  Nansemond. 

On  the  other  hand  the  operations  at  Williamsburg  and  its  vicinity 
commenced  and  ended  during  my  absence  and  while  you  were  in  com- 
inand  of  the  department  This  fact  would,  however,  have  made  no  dif- 
ference with  me  if  the  meritorious  services  of  the  troops  had  been  prop- 
erly represented  to  me  by  a  report  from  yon  or  from  Colonel  West 
But  no  such  representation  has  ever  been  made  to  me.    Nothing  was 
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left  by  yoa  at  the  headquarters  of  the  department,  either  in  the  for-n  of 
a  report  or  statement  of  the  services  of  Colonel  West  and  his  troops ; 
nor  eonld  I  find  among  the  telegraphic  dispatches  a  single  one  giving 
any  bat  the  most  meager  account  of  the  sldvance  and  retreat  of  the 
enemy.  Thus  you  will  perceive  if  there  is  a  fault  anywhere  it  is  not 
due  to  the  *<  partiiJity  "  unjustly  imputed  to  me,  but  to  your  omission  to 
leave  on  the  files  of  the  department  the  data  necessary  to  enable  me  to 
do  justice,  as  I  would  most  cheerfully  have  done  at  the  proper  time,  to 
Colonel  West  and  his  command. 

You  will  please  send  to  him  a  copy  of  this  letter,  with  a  request  that 
it  may  be  communicated  to  his  officers. 

I  am,  very  respeotfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Mqfar'OeieraL 

Qensbal  Obdbbs,  )  Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  N.  C,  Eiohteenth  a.  C, 
No.  81.  I  New  Bemey  May  26, 1863. 

The  commanding  general,  in  common  with  the  officers  and  men  of 
this  command,  is  called  upon  to  mourn  the  loss  of  a  most  gallant  officer. 
Col.  J.  Bichter  Jones,  Fifty-eighth  Pennsylvania  Volunteers,  who  fell 
ikt  the  head  of  his  regiment  on  the  evening  of  May  23,  whilst  repelling 
an  attack  on  the  outposts. 

Colonel  Jones  won  the  admiration  of  all  in  this  department  by  the 
indefatigable,  able,  and  gallant  manner  with  which  he  filled  the  ardu- 
ous duties  of  commander  of  the  outposts.  He  died  whilst  yet  ei\joying 
the  triumph  of  a  victory  won  by  his  valor  and  counsel.  To  the  service, 
to  this  department,  and  to  his  regiment  this  death  has  beaeu  a  sad  loss ; 
and  to  all  here,  and  to  those  at  home  whom  he  loved,  the  commanding 
general  oflfors  his  most  sincere  sympathy.  May  his  bright  example  lead 
many  to  tread  the  arduous  path  of  duty  with  as  pure  an  appreciation  of 
duty  and  with  as  firm  unswerving  tread  as  he. 

All  the  flags  in  this  department  will  be  carried  at  half-mast  for  the 
iliiee  days  following  the  receipt  of  this  order,  and  at  this  post  half-hour 
guns  will  be  fired  ifom  Forts  Totten  and  Bowau  from  sunrise  to  sunset 
to-moROw,  Mav  27. 

By  command  of  Mi^.  Gen.  J.  Q.  Foster: 

[SOUTHABD  HOFFMAN,] 

A$9Utam!t  A^tami-OeiieraL 

FoBT  MoNBOB,  May  27, 1863. 
M%ior-<}eneral  Pbok: 

We  are  threatened  witn  an  attack  at  West  Point,  and  1  shall  be 
obliged  to  call  on  you  for  some  troops  and  guns.  General  Ord  is  on 
bis  way  here.    He  took  command  there  yesterday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major-OeneraL 

Suffolk,  Ifay  27, 1863. 
M%jor-(j^eral  Du: 

Will  the  Provisional  Brigade  answer?  Wardrop  and  Wistar  are  iu 
it.  Wardrop  is  one  of  my  best  officers.  The  Ninety-ninth  is  equal  to 
dirice  its  number  of  ordinary  men. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mc^ar-OeneroL 
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FoBT  MoNBOE,  Jtfay  27^  186a 
M%ior-G«Deral  Peox: 

The  Provisional  Brigade  will  do.  Have  it  ready  to  move  at  a  mo- 
ment^B  warning.  I  am  waiting  disi)atche6  from  Washington.  XJnlefiB 
Hooker  does  something  the  question  of  retaining  West  Poinr  beoomee 
a  doabtfol  one. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- Chneral. 


Suffolk,  May  27, 1863. 
Mi^or  General  Dix: 

Will  have  brigade  ready.  Unless  Hooker  moves,  that  position  wiU 
be  very  hazardous  indeed. 

JOHN  J.  PECK, 

Mafor-OmeraL 

May  27, 186^—12  m. 
Maj.  Gen.  E.  D.  Eetes, 

Commandingy  <00.,  Yorktaum : 

Do  yoQ  know  of  any  force  of  the  enemy  to  prevent  Colonel  Kilpatriok 
with  his  two  regiments  from  crossing  the  country  from  Gloucester  to 
Urbana,  and  are  his  horses  in  suitable  condition  to  make  the  march  f 
All  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  in  my  front  are  at  Culpeper,  and  he  has  no 
iofantry  below  Port  Boyal.  From  Urbana  Colonel  E^patrick's  com- 
mand could  he  ferried  over  the  Rappahannock,  under  cover  of  the  gun- 
boats, should  it  be  necessary.    Please  reply  without  delay. 

JOSEPH  HOOKEB, 
Mqjar-C^eneralj  Comnumiing. 

FoBT  MoNBOE,  Ya.,  May  27 j  1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  Joseph  Hookeb, 

Oinnmamding  Army  of  the  Potomae : 

I  send  below  a  dispatch  from  Major-General  Keyes  in  reply  to  yours. 
1  have  received  a  dispatch  from  General  Gordon  advising  me  of  a  force 
on  the  Mattapony  and  that  he  is  threatened  with  an  attack.  About 
200  of  Colonel  Eilpatrick's  men  are  not  mounted.  I  wish  yon  wonld 
leave  them  with  me  at  present.  I  need  them  very  much  at  West  Point, 
where  I  have  only  200  cavalry.  I  will  endeavor  to  get  horses  for  them 
in  Gloucester  County. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major'Omer€U. 

[Imdociire.] 

Major-General  Hookeb, 

Commanding  Army  of  the  Potomae: 

I  know  of  no  force  to  prevent  Colonel  Eilpatrick  crossing  to  Urbana, 
if  he  can  cross  the  Rappahannock  safely;  their  horses  in  fair  condition 

E.  I).  KEYES, 

Mqjor-Oeneral 


Washinoton,  May  28, 1863. 
Major-General  Dix,  Fort  Monroe : 

My  information  is  that  Lee  is  massing  all  his  forces  on  the  Bappi^ 
hannock.    As  General  Hooker  reports  directly  to  the  President  1  luiov 
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not  what  he  iDtends  to  do.  I  can  give  yon  no  re-enforcements  what- 
ever. If  under  theae  circumstances  your  position  at  West  Point  is 
deemed  unsafe  you  will  withdraw  finom  it. 

H.  W.  HALLBOK, 

Qenerdl'in-Vhirf. 


ITinTED  States  Flagship  Minnesota, 

Off  Netrpart  News,  Va.y  Ma/jf  28, 1863. 
M^j.  Gen.  J.  G.  Foster, 

Oomdg.  Eighteenth  Army  Corpg^  New  Bemcj  N,  C: 

Genebai.  :  Tour  interesting  communication  of  the  13th  instant  was 
received  during  my  absence  at  Washington,  where  I  saw  General  Hal- 
leek  and  urged  him  to  give  you  more  men.  He  informed  Secretary  Fox 
and  myself  that  it  would  be  utterly  impossible  to  do  so  until  conscripts 
are  got.  Still  I  pressed  the  matter  in  another  interview,  and  left  at 
the  Department  a  report  on  the  subject,  which  1  was  informed  would 
be  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

I  hope  yon  may  get  the  troops  which  you  so  greatly  need  for  the 
occupation  of  Smith's  Island  and  the  attack  on  wQmington. 

Your  views  respecting  the  occupation  of  Plymouth,  Boanoke  Island, 
and  Waslungton  are  certainly  very  forcible.  I  will  at  all  times  use 
every  efibrt  to  sustain  yon  in  holding  your  positions,  and  especially 
while  you  are  supported  by  so  few  troops.  I  have  instructed  Gom- 
mander  Davenport  to  make  every  exertion  to  support  you  at  this  crit- 
ical period. 

If  you  can  make  the  military  occupation  of  New  Berne,  Plymouth, 
and  Washington  complete^  so  as  to  require  little  or  no  gunboat  defense, 
fewer  vessels  will  be  required  in  the  Sounds,  and  yet  allow  a  sufficient 
movable  force  there  to  keep  the  police  of  its  waters,  prevent  such  es- 
capes as  those  of  the  Arrow  and  Emily  up  the  Ohowan,  and  prevent 
violations  of  the  blockade.  Though  the  vessels  in  the  Sounds  ise  not 
adapted  to  outside  cruising  a  portion  of  them  would  be  very  ufieftd  for 
blockade  and  other  duty  here. 

I  have  just  written  urgently  to  the  Navy  Department  to  try  and  get 
you  more  troops  and  art&ery. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

S.  P.  JjEjMj 
Aetg.  Rear'Admirdlj  Oomdg.  N.  Atla/ntio  Blockading  Squadron, 


United  States  Flag-ship  Minnesota, 
Off  Newport  NewSy  Va.,  May  30, 1863—12  m. 

Maj.  Oen.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  A., 

Oomdg.  Seventh  Army  Oorps^  Fortress  Monroe,  Va. : 

Tour  dispatch  is  just  received.  I  have  but  one  gunboat  here,  attend- 
ing a  court-martial,  and  one  at  Norfolk,  repairing  with  dispatch  for  im- 
I)ortant  duty.  Five  other  gunboats  are  now  in  the  vicinitf^  of  Tork- 
town. 

Please  inform  me  fully  what  service  is  required,  that  I  may  know 
what  dispositions  to  make  and  what  instructions  to  give  to  promote  the 
public  interest. 

S.  P.  LBB, 
Acting  Bear'AdminU. 
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Was  Dspastmbnt, 
Wa8hingtan,  May  30, 1863. 
M%jor-G«neral  Dix,  Fort  Monroe^  Vci.: 

The  tniops  withdrawn  fitiui  West  Point  are  greatly  needed  here. 
Can  they  not  be  spared  f 

H.  W.  HALLECK, 

Qtneralrif^Chief, 


FOBT  MONBOS)  Ya., 
Ma/y  30,  ld63— 1  p.  m. 
Miy.  Gton.  H.  W.  H/\LEOK,. 

QeMral-in-  Chief: 

I  went  with  M%jor-G«neral8  Peck  and  Keyes  to  West  Point  yester- 
lay,  and  on  consultation  with  General  Gordon  it  was  nnanimonsly  de- 
cided to  withdraw  the  troops,  throw  them  np  the  Peninsula  above 
Williamsbarg,  and,  in  conjanction  with  the  force  under  Keyes,  attack 
the  enemy  at  Diascund  Bridge,  which  is  as  near  Bichmond  as  West 
Point  There  are  at  West  Point  only  4,700  men,  and  they  wiU  be  re- 
duced to  4,000  shortly  by  the  discharge  of  a  regiment.  General  Keyes 
has  only  5,000  men  at  Gloucester  Point,  Yorktown,  and  Williamsbarg, 
and  it  is  very  desirable  that  be  should  have  this  re-enlbroement  I  have 
lost  three  regiments  and  shall  lose  fourteen  more  by  e^qiimtion  of 
service. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 


FoBT  MoNBOB,  Ma^  30, 1863. 
M^jor-General  Ksyes: 

Send  word  to  (General  Gk>rdon  as  quickly  as  possible  that  the  gunboats 
have  Mled  me,  and  that  they  cannot  bet  ready  till  to-moROw.  I  will 
send  up  the  transportation  to-morrow  night. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M^iar-OmerdL 


May  31, 1803—10  a.  m. 
Mi^or-G«neral  Dix,  Fortrea$  Monroe : 

Agreeably  to  your  request  directions  have  been  given  for  the  dis- 
mounted men  of  Colonel  Edlpatrick's  cavaliy  to  report  to  you.  WiU 
you  please  have  me  furnished  with  a  map  of  the  position  of  your  forces 
at  West  Point,  and  also  the  position  and  approximate  strength  of  the 
enemy's  forces  in  that  vicinity  f  We  have  concurrent  evidence  that 
Hood's  division  is  posted  between  Gk>rdonsville  and  Ix>uisa  Oourt- 
House,  and  Pickett's  at  Taylorsville  (near  Sexton's  Junction).  Long- 
street  is  in  front  of  me.  I  conclude  that  General  Lee  must  be  absent,  as 
I  have  received  no  communication  from  him  in  reply  to  mine  since  a 
week  ag  >  yesterday. 

JOSEPH  HOOKER, 
Mqior-Oeneralj  Commtrndinfl. 
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Fort  Monroe,  Jfoy  31, 1863. 
Major-General  HOOKBR, 

Commanding  Army  of  ike  Potomac : 

It  has  been  decided  to  withdraw  from  West  Point  and  throw  the 
force  there  up  the  Peninsula  toward  the  White  Uoune.  1  can  get  no 
satisfactory  information  as  to  the  enemy's  force.  vThei'e  was  last  week 
a  considerable  body  massed  north  of  Richmond,  on  the  railroad,  ready 
to  support  Lee  at  Fredericksburg  or  Wise  at  White  House.  1  can  bear 
nothing  of  them  since  Wednesday.  I  will  advise  you  of  all  my  move- 
ments.   My  force  is  small.  . 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

M<0or-Gen0rdL 


District  of  Beaufort, 
Morehead  City,  N.  C,  May  31, 1863. 

Lieut.  Col.  Southard  Hoffman, 

AsHsUmt  Adjutant-Oeneralj  Eighteenth  Army  Oorj^: 

Colonel  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  that  I  assumed  com- 
mand of  the  district  on  my  arrival  here  yesterday. 
1  have  put  250  men  at  work  on  the  fort  in  front  of  this  city  to-day. 
1  have  also  started  things  up  at  Newport  Barracks  and  vicinity, 
where  I  found  matters  very  loose.    1  am  in  hopes  1  shall  have  every- 
thing in  fine  working  order  in  a  day  or  two. 

1  am,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  8P1NOLA. 


JMroof  from  TH-momfklg  Betmm  of  iks  Dtportmeitt  t/  Virginia  {Smmih  Army  Com), 
Mqf.  Om.  John  A.  Dix  cfmmanding^fwr  May  31,  V&S&\he<idquarUr9 Fort  ifonroe, To. ). 


Headqiutften  Departmeiit,H%}. 

Oen.  John  A.  Dlz. 
Fort  Monroe,  CoL  8.  H.  Al- 

ted. 
Camp  Hamiltan,  Mi^.  J.  A. 

DftrUng. 
Norfolk,  BiJg.    Qtn.   X.    L. 

Viele. 
Suffolk,  Ha).  G«n.  J»lai  J. 

Peck. 
Torktown,  Mi^.  Oen.  X.  D. 


Weet  Pointi  BiSg.  0«B.  O.  H. 
Gordon. 

Onod  to*Al 


PreMBiforl 
dntj. 


Prepent  ftir  dntj  eqpd^ped. 
Inflmtry. 


1.64630,75237  17243, 
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Organization  of  troops  in  tke  Department  of  Virginia^  Maj.  Oon.  John 
A,  IHXf  U.  S'  Army,  comnuMding^  May  31, 1863. 

FOVBTH  ARMY  00BP8. 

MiJ.  Gen.  Erasmus  D.  Kktks. 
FniflT  DivmoK  (Torktown). 


Advance  Brigade, 

Col.  B.  H.  Wx8T. 

139th  New  York,  Col.  Anthony  Conk. 
6th  New  York  Gavaliy  (battalion),  M%j. 
W.  P.  HaU. 
178th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  James  Johnson. 
5th  Pennsvlyania  CaTaliy,  Lient.  CoL 
WilJJam  Lewis. 


Kimfi^B  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  RuTUS  Kino. 

4th  Delaware,  CoL  A.  U.  Grimshaw. 
168th  New  York,  Col.  William  R.  Brown. 
169th  Pennsylvania,     Col.     Lewis    W. 

Smith. 
179th  Penn^lTania,    CoL    William    H. 


Bboohd  DmmoTK  (West  Point). 
Brig.  Gton.  Gbobob  H.  Gordon. 


Fkrtt  Brigade, 
CoL  WiLUAM  GmiHXT. 

ISTth  New  York,  Lient.  CoL  8.  L.  Wood- 

fotd. 
142d   New  York,  CoL  N.  M.  Cnrtis. 
143d   New  York,  Col  Horace  Bonghton. 
144th  New  York,  Lient.  CoL  David  £. 

Gregory. 


Beoaad  Brigade, 
CoL  Burr  Portbr. 

2SBd  Connectieat,  Col.  Geoige  8.  Bom- 
ham. 

40th  Massaohnsetts,  Mi^.  Joeeph  M.  Day. 
Ulst  New  York,  Lient.  Col.  William  K. 
Logie. 


Armiery, 

2d  Wisoonsin  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Beger. 
4th  Wisconsin  Battery,  Capt.  John  F.  YMlee. 

RasERVB  Aruxxbrt  (Yorktown). 

Capt.  Jamss  McKkight. 

1st  New  York,  Batteries  F  and  H,  Capts.  Willliam  R.  Wilson  and  Charles  E.  lOnk. 
8th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  Bntler Pitch. 

Ist  Pennsylvania,  Batteries  £  and  H,*  Capts.  T.  G.  Orwig  and  Andrew  Fagao. 
6th  U.  8.,  Battery  M,  Capt.  James  McKnight. 

UvaSfilOKKD  IMVAHTRT. 

179d  Fttinsylvania,  Lient.  CoL  James  A.  Johnson. 


amOTE  ABMT  OOBPa. 

ICi^.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix. 

Pick's  Division  (Suffolk). 

Brig.  Gen.  Michael  CoRCORAN.t 


I%r9t  Brigade. 

Brig.  Gen.  H.  D.  Terkt. 

26th  Michigan,  Col.  J.  8.  Farrar. 
Ist  New  York  Battalion  Sharpshooters, 
Capt.  Joseph  S.  Am  old. 
laoth  New  York,  Col.  Alfred  Gibbs. 
152d    New  York,  Col.  Alonso  Fergnson. 
167th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  J.  D.  Davis. 
11th  Rhode  Island.  Col.  Geo.  E.  Choroh. 


Second  Brigade. 

Col.  R.  S.  FOSTRR. 

13th  Indiana,  Lient.  CoL  C.  J.  Dobhs. 
112th  New  York,  CoL  J.  C.  Drake. 
169th  New  York,  Lient.  CoL  John  Me- 

Conihe. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  C.  H.  Bnehler. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  A.  J.  Fnlton. 


'  One  section  of  Battery  E  with  West's  be  gade  aod  another  at  West  Point. 
tM^.  Gen.  John  J.  Peok  commanding  the  post  of  Suffolk. 


OBAT.  XXX.  COSRE6PONDENCE,  ETC  — ^UNIOW. 

CoL  Mathkw   Mubfht. 

loth  New  Jeraey,  Colonel  Byeraon. 

69th  Kew  York,  Lieatenant  Colonel  Beid. 
165th  New  York,  Colonel  MoEyily. 
164th  New  York,  Colonel  MoMahon. 
170th  New  YoEk»  Colonel  MelTor. 

Gbitt'b  DnrmoK  (Soilblk). 
Brif  .  Gen.  Gbobob  W.  Grtt. 


I%ni  Brigade. 

Ool.  W.  B.  PXASB. 

25th  New  Jersey,  Col.  Andrew  Derrom. 
8Dth  New  York,  Lient.Co1.T.  L.  England. 
I03d    New  York,  Col.  William  Heine. 
tlTth  New  York, Lieut.  Col.  A.  White. 

Second  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  Edward  Harlamd. 

8th  Conneeticat,  Col.  John  E.  Ward, 
nth  Connecticut,  Col.  G.  A.  Stedman. 
I5th  Connecticut,  Col.  C.  L.  Upham. 
I6th  Connecticut,  Col.  Francis  Beaoh. 


TUrd  Brigade, 

CoL  A.  H.  DunoH. 

2Ist  Conneotiont.  Lieut.  CoL  T.  F.  Burpee. 
10th  New  Hampenire,*  Colonel  Donohoe. 
13th  New  Hampshire,  Col.  A.  F.  SteTons. 
4th  Bhode  Island,  Lieut.  CoL  H.  P.  Buf- 
ftun. 

Seeerve  Brigade, 

Brig.  Gen.  I.  J.  Wistab. 

99th  New  York,  Col.  D.  W.  Wardrop. 
118th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  O.  Keeee,  Jr. 
9th  Yermont,  Lieut.  CoLE.  H.  Bipley. 
19th  Wisconsin,  Col.  H.  T.  Sanders. 


ArUOerg, 

1st  PenmorWanla,  Battery  A,  Capt.  John  G.  Simpson. 
Gth  U.  8.,  Battery  A,  Lieot.  James  GilUas. 

UKABSioinED  (Suffolk). 

Cavdirg, 

lit  New  York  Mounted  BUles,  Col.  B.  F.  Ondndonk. 
11th  Penneylvania,!  CoL  B.  P.  Spear. 

JrtaUrg. 
Capt.  F.  If.  FouLHT. 

1st  Delaware  Battery,  Capt.  B.  Nields. 

7th  Massachusetts  Battery,  Capt.  P.  A.  Daris. 
16th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  F.  L.  Hiller. 
19th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  W.  H.  Stahl. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Heavy  Artillery  (2d  battalion),  Capt.  J.  S.  SteyensoB. 

4th  U.  S.,  Battery  D,  Capt.  F.  M.  Follett. 

4th  U.  S.,  Battery  L,  Lieut.  H.  C.  Hasbrouok. 

Norfolk,  Ya. 

Brig.  Qeo,  EoBBBT  L.  Ytexjl 

148th  New  York,  CoL  William  Johnson. 
173d  Pennsylvania,  CoL  Daniel  Nagle. 
177th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  G.  B.  Wiestling. 
11th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry  (Company  F),Capt.  B.  B.  MitohelL 
7th  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  P.  C.  Began. 


*  Transferred  from  First  Brigade.  t  Two  companieH  on  detached  senrloe. 
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Fort  MmrBOK. 

Ccl.  8.  M.  AuoBD. 

3d  New  York,  Col.  S.  M.  Alfoid. 

Camp  Hamilton. 

Mmj.  John  A.  Daruno. 

3d  Pennsylvania  Artillery  (lit  battalion),  Maj.  John  A  Darling. 
11th  PennsylTania  Cavalry  (one  company). 


Abttract  from  TH^nwafkly  Beiwm  of  (he  EiahteeHih  Army  Corp9,  DtpartmaU  of  HbrA 
CwroUmOy  Metf.  Om,  John  O.  Fotier,  U»  8,  Army,  eommandlmg,  for  Mmjf  31,  1863. 


Genenlftaff  ..  

Palmer's  dhriAion 

JoiirdMi*s  brigade 

Lee's  brigade 

Mix's  oavalry  brigade 
ArtiUery 


Total  at  New  Bene 

Bistriet  of  Beaufort 

District  of  the  Albemarle 

Distriet  of  the  Pamlico 

Detached  (Department  of  the  Sooth) . 


Grand  total. 


dnty. 


n 


i 


79 

m 

18 
41 


4.7W 
l,e06 
1.1M 

no 

1,103 


4fi3 

80 

m 

187 


704 


II 


n 

1^848 

2;  156 

1.4M 

878 

1,806 


8,830  11,614 

1,718  8,888 

1,687  i,r 

8.781  8,818 


7,718 
8.146 

1,«8» 

8S0 
1,721 


15.; 

8,041 
2,230 
8,610 


14,006  10.177  '  84,800 


Organization  of  the  Eighteenth  Army  OorpSj  Department  of  North  Oaro- 
Unay  Maj.  Qen,  John  G,  Foeter^  U,  B.  Armyj  eommanaingy  Mag  31, 
1803.  • 

FIRST  DIYIBIOir  (Nm  BifiM). 
Brig.  Gen.  Imas  N.  PALifBR.t 


Fini  Brigade.^ 

Col.  T.  J.  C.  Amort. 

17th  Maaeacbusettfi,  Mi^.  Jonea  Frankle. 
43d  Maseaohnaettey  Lieat.  Col.  John  C. 

Whiton. 
45th  Massaohnsetts,  Col.  Charloa  R.  Cod- 

mau. 
5l8t  Massachasettfl,  Col.  A.  B.  R.  Spragne. 


Stoond  Brigad».\ 

Col.  HoRACR  C.  Lib. 

5th  MasRachnaetts,  CoL  George  H.  Peir 
8on. 

25th  Maasaohnaetts,  CoL  Joaiah  Pickett. 

*^th  Maaaaohuaetta,  MaJ.  W.  G.  Bartholo- 
mew. 

46th  Maaaaohoaetta,    CoL    William     8. 
Shnrtleif. 


*  According  to  corpa  return  for  the  month  of  May,  1B63,  diacrepanciea  between  that 
return  and  those  of  the  aubordinate  commands  for  same  period  noted.  The  names  of 
regimental  and  battalion  commanderu  taken  from  anbordinate  returns. 

t  The  diviaion  return  reporta  Colonel  Amory  commanding  the  Diviaion,  Col.  C.  L. 
Holbrook  commanding  Firat  Brigade,  and  Col.  George  H.  Peiraon  commanding  tbs 
Second  Brigade. 


J0BRE8P0NDENCE,  ETC. — ^UNIOV. 
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CoL  Jamss  Joubdak. 


3d  IlasMMshosetts,  Col.  8.  P.  Biohmond. 
Sih  MaaBOchnaetta,  CoL  J".  J.  Coffin. 
I56th  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  W.  H.  Mo- 
Nary. 
66tb  PennnlTAiiift,  Lieat.    Col.   C.  B. 
CnrtiaB. 

3d  Now  York,  Mid.  T.  J.  Konnedy. 
1st  Bhode  laUnd,  Battery  F,  Capt.  James 
Belger. 


L0^9  BH§mi§. 
CoL  Tbakomb  L. 


44th  Mawachimetta,  CoL  Fraads  L.  Leo. 
08d  New  York,  Capt.  T.  A.  Merriman. 
Gth  Bhode  Island,  Col.  Henry  T.  Sisooii 

Cavalry, 

CoL  &  H.  Mn. 

3d  Now  Yoiky  Lieat.  Col.  O.  W.  Lowla. 
12th  New  York,  Lient.  CoL  P.  G.  Yooght. 
S3d  New  York  Battalion,  Capt.  SnMry 
Cnmmings. 


182d  New  York,  CoL  P.  J.  ClaassML 

Pltmor  OF  THE 

Brig.  Gen.  Hbmbt  W.  Wi 


86th  New  York,  CoL  J.  8.  Belknap. 
9etb  New  York,  CoL  E.  M.  Cnlien. 
IQlst  PennsylTaDia,  CoL  DaTid  B.  Morrla. 
109d  PennaylTania,  Lleot.  CoL  W.  C.  MasweU. 
8th  Massaohnsetts  (three  oompanies),  Capt.  F.  E.  Pwtsr. 
Ist  North  Carolina  (Union),  Company  L,  Lient.  G.  W. 
3d  New  York  Cavalry,  Company  D,  Capt.  H.  W.  Brown. 
MHi  Hew  York  fiattexy ,  Capt.  J.  E.  Lee. 

muBioT  or  BMAvroas, 

Brig.  Gen.  Hxnrt  M.  NAOLHi.t 


nd  MasMohnsetts,  CoL  A.  BlwelL 

9th  New  Jtmety,  CoL  A.  Zabriskie. 
8Ut  New  Yorl^  MaJ.  D.  B.  White. 
9eth  New  York,  Lieut.  CoL  F.  F.  Wead. 

3d  New  York  Cavalry,  Companies  B  and  0. 

lit  U.  8.  Artillery,  Babery  C. 

DUfEIOr  or  THE  PAMUOOA 

Brig.  Gen.  Hknbt  PBoroi. 

166ih  Pennsylvania,  CoL  D.  B.  MoXibbin. 
10Bth  PennsylTania,  CoL  Joseph  Jaek. 
171st  Pennsylvania,  CoL  E.  Bierer. 
17&th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  8.  A.  Dyer. 

1st  North  Carolina  (Union),  Lieut.  Col.  J.  M.  MoOlieHMiy. 

6th  Massachusetts,  Company  G,  Caf^t.  W.  T.  Grammer. 

3d  New  York  Cavalry  (two  oompanies),  Capt  G.  F.  Jookiddt 

1st  North  Carolina  Artillery  (Union),  (Company  A. 
83d  New  York  Battery,  Capt.  A.  Ransom. 

*Orgmnised May 3, 1883.  Aceordins to distriet retam the Eighty-fiflh and NfaM^ 
sixth  New  York  and  the  One  hnndrea  and  first  and  One  hundred  and  third  Pennsyl- 
TaDia constituted  a  brigade,  under  Col.  T.  F.  Lebmaun. 

t  Accordinff  to  district  return  Brig.  Qen,  F.  B.  8piDola  was  in  oommand,  and  he  was 
assigned  to  that  command  May  29,  1863.  The  district  return  reports  the  infiuitry  as 
brigaded  under  Colonel  De  Forest. 

t  On  district  return  the  Pennsylvania  regiments  appear  as  the  "  Keystone  Brigade^'' 
under  CoL  D.  B.  McKibbin. 
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lOlh  CooneetioaiiCol.  John  L.  Ofcli. 

11th  Ibdae,  Col.  H.  H.  PlAitted. 

Mth  MMBftohiuetta,  Col.  F.  A.  (MMn. 

39th  niinoia,  CoL  ThomaB  O.  OBbom. 

6eth  New  Toik,  CoL  Charita  H.yMi  Wy«lL 
100th  New  York,  Col.  George  B.  Dandy. 
New  York  Battalion. 

OM  Ohio,  CoL  Franois  R  Pond. 

erth  Ohio,  CoL  AlTin  C.  Voria. 

62d  Pennsylvania,  CoL  J.  C.DodgaJr. 

86tb  Penmylyania,  CoL  Joehna  B.  HowelL 
104th  PennsylTania,  Lient.  CoL  T.  D.  Hart. 
174th  Pennsylvania,  CoL  John  Nyee. 
170th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  A.  A.  Lebhler. 


Unitbd  Statbb  Flao-ship  Minnbsota, 

Off  Netepart  New8y  June  1, 1863. 
M^j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  IT.  S.  A., 

Oamdg.  SevmUk  Army  Oorpg^  Fortresi  Manroej  Va. : 

Gbnebal:  I  had  the  honor  verbally  to  inform  yoo,  ahortiy  after  the 
receipt  of  my  instniotions  in  the  matter,  which  were  dated  January  3, 
that  I  was  prohibited  fh>m  admitting  snpplies  within  this  blockade  for 
foreign  men-of-war,  tiiemselvee  allowed  here  only  by  courtesy,  and  to 
afford  such  vessels  when  they  were  in  distress  for  coal  with  only  enough 
to  enable  them  to  get  to  Annapolis,  where  their  wants  could  be  satisft^ 
I  avMled  myself  of  the  opportunity  when  Oommander  Thrupp,  B.  K, 
commanding  H.  M.  S.  Desperate,  was  here  yesterday  morning  to  com- 
municate tlSs  information  to  him,  and  to  tell  him  that  the  admission  of 
a  collier  for  H.  M.  8.  Binaldo.  on  the  19th  ultimo,  during  my  recent  ab- 
sence, was  allowed  by  the  omoer  left  in  command  in  ignorance  of  my 
order  on  the  subject  In  the  course  of  conversation  he  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  getting  coal  fit>m  Colonel  Thomas, 
quartermaster  of  this  post,  and  that  Colonel  Thomas  in  such  cases  sent 
for  more  coal  to  supply  Uie  vacancy  thus  occasioned,  apparency  not 
being  informed  of  the  requirement  of  the  blockade  in  tiiis  respect. 

I  would  respectlxdly  observe  that  it  is  a  violation  of  the  blockade 
(under  my  instructions  from  the  Department  tor  its  preservation)  to 
turn  over  to  foreign  men-of-war  supplies  of  any  kind  which  have  been 
introduced  within  its  lines  for  the  United  States  troops,  and  I  would 
suggest  that  instructions  be  issued  to  prevent  such  violation  in  fhture. 
1  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfoUy,  yours, 

S.  P.  LBE, 
Adg.  Betur-Admiralj  Oamdg.  N.  AUamHe  Bloekading  S^ualinm. 


FoBT  MoNBOX,  Ya.,  Jime  2, 1M3-3.S0  p.  m. 

(Beoeived  4J30  p.  m.) 
Maj.  Gen.  H.  W.  HAUiEOK, 

GeneraUin-  Chief: 

I  have  Just  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Fteck.    Will 
you  please  communicate  it  to  (General  Hooker  f 

I  have  «  man  who  left  Biohmond  last  week.    He  eavs  Pickett's  divisioQ  passed 
Uttoogh,  the  day  before  he  left,  for  Fiederioksbiirg.    It  had  been  than  and  partioi- 

*For  service  In  Department  of  the  Sonth. 
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pAtod  in  the  ftmeral  of  JaekMixi.  OenenJ  Elsey  oommands  in  the  oitj.  Citicena  mad 
■oldien  talk  of  Lee's  moviog  into  Maryland  with  85^000  men.  Bays  the  moat  ofhong- 
street'B  troops  that  left  Blackwater  stopped  about  Richmond  in  conseonenoe  of  toe 
alarm  leenlting  from  the  raids.    Oeneral  Ewell  made  lieutenant-general. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

Major- Oeneral. 

Copy  of  thia  has  been  sent  to  M%)or-General  Hooker. 

THOS.  T.  ECKBBT, 


YoBKTOl¥N,  Va.,  June  2y  186a— 12.30  p.  m. 
MajoT-G^eneral  Hooexb, 

Headquartern  Armp  of  the  Potomac : 

It  seems  apparent  from  the  ramore  that  reached  me  that  a  movement 
of  rebel  troops  is  going  on  from  south  to  north,  and  that  the  idea  pre- 
vails over  the  lines  that  an  invasion  of  Maryland  and  Pennsylvania  is 
soon  to  be  made.  I  have  heard  nothing  definite,  bat  all  the  romors 
concor  to  prodnce  the  impression  stated. 

E.  D.  EBYES, 

Major-OenerdL 
(Copy  to  General  Halieck.) 


HDQB&  DBPT.  of  VIBOINIA,  SBYXNTH  ABMT  OOBPSy 

Fort  Monro€j  Va.j  Jwm  2, 1868. 
Actg.  Bear- Admiral  8.  P.  Lbb, 

Oommanding  North  AtlaniU)  BUxAading  Squadron: 

Adiobal  :  When  I  received  your  letter  of  the  23d  of  April  advising 
me  that  you  considered  the  President's  proclamation  of  the  31st  March 
as  snperseding  his  order  of  the  11th  November  last  I  had  no  informa- 
tion on  the  subject  to  warrant  me  in  giving  it  a  definite  answer.  I  have 
recendyi  and  in  several  instances,  seen  letters  from  the  Treasury  De- 
partment informing  individuals  in  reply  to  inquiries  made  by  them  that 
the  whole  matter  of  trade  with  Norfolk  was  still  under  my  control  by 
virtue  of  the  order  referred  to.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  under 
these  circumstances  that  you  ascertain  from  the  President  himself, 
through  the  Navy  Department,  whether  the  order  is  in  force,  unless 
you  are  satisfied  with  the  view  taken  by  the  Treasury  Department, 
which  is  constantly  granting  permits  on  my  certificates  as  heretofore. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 

HixiBs.  Dbpt.  of  Vxbqihia,  Sbvbnth  Abut  Oobps, 

Fort  Monroey  Va.y  June  2, 1863. 
Capt.  0.  B.  Wildbb, 

Aast,  Quartermaeter  and  Superintendent  of  Oontrabandf : 

The  m%ior-general  commanding  directs  me  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  communication  of  this  date  relating  to  certain  contra 
bands  awaiting  transportation  to  Norfolk,  &c.,  and  in  reply  to  state 
that  he  has  referred  so  much  of  said  communication  as  relates  to  the 
said  contiabands  to  Lieutenant-Oolonel  Thomas,  chief  quartermaster, 
finr  report  thereon* 
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Ab  to  the  definition  of  yoor  powers  and  duties  under  your  instmctioDS 
from  the  War  Department,  dated  Jannaiy  28, 1863, 1  am  alsoreqnested 
to  state  that  colored  persons  (contrabands  or  otherwise)  who  are  em- 
ployed and  paid  by  the.several  chiefs  of  the  staff  departments  as  labor- 
ers are  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  said  chiefs  of  departments,  and 
that  no  passes  to  these  persons  can  be  given  by  you  except  as  may  be 
authorized  by  the  said  chiefs  of  departments ;  that  passes  tx>  otlieni 
(contrabands  or  colored  vagrants)  not  employeid  as  mentioned  above 
may  be  given  by  you  to  Hfunpton,  Fox  HilL  and  other  places  within 
the  lines  this  side  of  Yorktown,  but  cannot  be  given  by  yon  eitlier  to 
come  inside  Fort  Monroe  or  any  other  military  post,  or  to  go  on  board 
public  transports  fit>m  one  place  to  another  in  this  department,  or  to 
go  out  of  the  department,  and  that  all  passes  for  such  purposes  must 
be  submitted  to  and  receive  the  indorsement  of  the  proper  military  au- 
thority before  they  can  be  used  or  become  valid. 

I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  T.  VAN  BUEBN, 
Assistant  AdjuioMt'OeneraL 

FOBT  MONROB,  YA^ 

June  3, 1863—2  p.  m. 
Maj.  Oen.  H.  W.  Hallsok, 

Oenerahin-  Chief : 

From  all  that  can  be  gathered  a  good  many  conscripts  have  gone  to 
General  Lee.  Beauregard's  troops  have  not  gone  in  that  direction. 
They  have  probably  gone  to  Yicksburg,  as  well  as  the  troops  from 
Georgia.  Longstreet  was  at  Petersburg  last  week.  It  is  reported  to- 
day that  he  dined  at  South  Quay,  below  Franklin,  on  the  Blackwater, 
yesterday. 

JOHN  A.  DIX, 
Major-Oener€Uj  Commanding. 

Spbcial  Orders,  \  Hdqrs.  of  the  Army,  Adjt.  Gen.'s  Office, 
No.  249.  )  WashingUm^  June  3, 18G3. 

•  •••••• 

II.  Brig.  Gen.  Hector  Tyndale,  U.  8.  Volunteers,  will  report  for  duty 
to  JAbj,  G«n.  John  A.  Dix,  U.  S.  Volunteers,  commanding  Department 
of  Virginia. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Maior-General  Halleck : 

E.  D.  TOWN8BND, 
Assistamt  AdjuUmt-QeneroL 


United  States  Flag-ship  Minnssota, 

Off  Newport  NewSy  June  3, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  John  A.  Dix,  17.  8.  A., 

Comdg,  Seventh  Army  CorpSj  Fortress  Monroe,  Va, : 

General  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday  regarding  per- 
mits for  Norfolk  trade,  and  have  referred  the  case  to  the  Navy  Depart- 
ment with  your  suggestions. 

I  would  bo  ranch  obliged  to  you  if  you  would  cause  me  to  be  advised 
by  telegrapli  or  other  wise,  as  most  convenient,  when  opportunities 
occur  for  sending  mails,  dispatcher,  or  passengers  by  the  quartermas- 
ter's boats  from  Fortress  Monroe  to  New  Berne  or  Beaufort    I  am 
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often  much  embarrassed  for  means  of  commimioating  with  tlis  squad 
ron  on  the  coast  off  Wibnington  and  in  the  Sounds  of  North  Oarolinay 
and  not  nnfreqaently  steamers  leave  for  the  above-mentioned  ports  be- 
fore I  can  avail  myself  of  the  opportnnities  they  afford. 

I  beg  leave  to  acknowledge  the  willingness  and  courtesy  with  which 
dispatches,  passengers,  and  sometimes  stores  have  been  taken  and  de- 
livered for  the  Navy  by  the  army  transports. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  \'cry  respectl'ully,  yonrs, 

S.  P.  LEE, 
Actg.  Rear-Admiralj  Comdg.  i\r.  Atlantie  Blockading  Sqiiuuhron^ 


Unitbp  States  Flag-ship  Mirnbsota, 

Off  Newport  News,  Jnme  13,  IMS. 

Mai.  ^^^  John  A.  Dix,  TJ.  S.  A., 

Oomdg.  Seventh  Army  CorpSy  Fortress  Monroe^  Va.: 

Gbneeal  :  In  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  June  2  on  the  snppoded  super- 
seding of  the  President's  order  of  November  11, 1862,  by  the  Presi- 
dent's proclamation  of  March  31, 1863,  with  respect  to  Norfolk  trade,  I 
beg  to  inform  you  that  according  to  your  suggestion!  referred  the  mat- 
ter to  the  Department  on  the  3d,  and  in  reply,  under  date  of  the  0th, 
received  this  morning,  I  am  instructed  that  the  order  of  November  11, 
1862,  is  not  consider^  suspended.  I  have  instructed  the  guard  ves- 
sels accordingly. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respectftdly,  yours, 

8.  P.  LEE, 
Aetg.  Bewr-Admiralj  Oomdg.  N.  AtUmHc  Bloekad4ing  Squadron. 


com7h:i>sra.tx2  ooRRX2sx>om>iDiroB,  xrro. 

Petebsbubo,  Va.,  August  28, 1862. 
(General  S.  Coofeb: 

The  Federal  fleet  (nine  gunboats)  which  came  up  the  river  yesterday 
has  gone  down  James  Biver  to  its  out-anchorage  off  Westover  and  come 
to.  No  Federal  vessels  in  James  Biver  above  that  point  (Westover). 
The  fleet  landed  a  small  force  at  City  Point  last  night;  also  a  small 
party  on  the  Appomattox  Biver  in  order  to  flank  one  of  my  signal  sta- 
tions. They  were  disappointed  in  their  object.  The  post^  not  being 
armed,  fell  back.  Is  there  no  possible  means  of  arming  the  signid  corps, 
at  least  with  revolvers  f  I  understand  the  Navy  Department  has  a 
number. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  P.  MILLIGAN, 
Oaptain^  Ac. 

Petebsbubg,  Va.,  August  29, 1862. 
General  S.  Coopeb, 

Adjutant  [and  Inspector]- Qeneral : 

The  Federal  fleet  ofl;'  Berkley  (nineteen  gunboats,  including  the  mon- 
itor Galena)  got  under  way  this  morning  at  10  a,  m.  and  stood  down  the 
river.  At  12  m.  one  of  my  signal  men  telegraphed  from  Berkley  that 
tiie  fleet  [was  out]  of  sight  from  that  point,  heading  down  the  river. 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN. 
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Obnsbal  ORDJSRBj  \  Hrabquabtbbs, 

No.  1.  f  Richmimi,  Va.j  AuguH  30, 1882. 

I.  By  direction  of  the  War  Department  Maj.  Oen.  G.  W.  Smith  aft- 
Bomes  command  of  the  defenses  of  Bichmond  and  its  approaches. 

II.  The  ofQcers  whose  names  are  herein  announced  constitate  the  staff: 
Maj.  Samuel  W.  Melton,  assistant  adjutant  general;  Snrg.  E.  S.  Gail- 
lard,  medical  director;  Mi^.  A.  F.  Cone,  chief  quartermaster;  Maj.  B. 
McEennie,  assistant  quartermaster;  Mi\].  S.  B.  French,  chief  commis- 
sary; Maj.  B.  F.  Beckham,  ordnance  officer;  Lieut.  James  Howard, 
0.  S.  Artillery,  aide-de-camp. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 


Thbeb  Milbs  fbom  Tunstall's  Station, 

Oron-BoadSf  New  JCnit,  August  30, 18G2. 

M%i.  Samuel  W.  Melton: 

Majob:  The  enemy  advanced  to-day  to  Kew  Kent  Court-House  and 
to  Forge  Mill,  on  the  Diascnnd  road.  At  the  latter  place  150  chivalry 
reported.  My  scouts  were  fired  upon  by  40  or  50  men  just  this  side  ai 
New  Kent  Court-House.  New  Kent  is  about  9  miles  from  me,  and 
Forge  Mill  about  7  or  8  miles.  I  seud  scouts  out  again  to-night.  I  un- 
derstand that  the  Yankees  are  about  leaving  WillSimsburg,  and  thes^ 
parties  may  be  assuring  their  rear. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  P.  SHINGLBB. 
lAeutmumt-OoUmel^  dbo. 


AuoTTST  31—8.30  p.  m. 

Oenebal:  The  above  note  has  just  been  received.    I  expect  some 
thing  more  definite  by  to-morrow  morning. 
Tours,  respectftilly, 

G.  w.  a 


Headquabtebs, 
Petersburg,  Va.^  September  8, 1862. 
Hon.  Geoboe  W.  Bandolph, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sm:  In  pursuance  to  your  instructions  by  indorsement  on  back  of  a 
letter  of  John  Goode,  jr.,  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  the  complaints 
made  by  owners  of  ne^froes  at  work  here  on  the  defenses  are  founded  on 
misrepresentations.    The  negroes  are  well  taken  care  of. 

2d.  The  work  is  in  the  main  part  completed  from  the  Appomattox 
Biver  to  near  where  it  will  cross  the  Jerusalem  road.  About  four-fifths 
of  the  work  is  therefore  finished. 

3d.  Gould  the  engineer  department  procure,  say,  150  negroes,  these 
might  be  discharged  on  Saturday  next,  notwithst^ding. 

4th.  That  General  Hill  promised  with  his  force  toobstruct  the  Boanoke 
Biver,  because  it  can  be  done  by  the  engineer  force  and  such  as  I  can 
procure  voluntarily  in  that  section  of  country. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  G.  FBENOH, 
Brigadier-OeieraL 
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Spboiajl  Obbbbs,  \  Ad JT.  Aia>  Im speotob  Gbnebal's  Offiob, 
No.  211.  )  Biekmandj  Va.j  September  9, 1802. 

•  •••••• 

XXY.  Brig.  Gen.  G.  J.  Bains  will  torn  over  his  submarine  defenses 

in  James  Biver  to  Lieut.  Hunter  Davidson,  O.  S.  Navy. 

•  •••••• 

By  oommand  of  Seoietary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHBBS, 
Aesittamt  AdjuUmt-OeHeraL 


BNOimSEB  BUBBAUy 

Biehmotid,  Va^  September  10, 1M2. 
CcL  J.  F.  OiucBB, 

Ohirf  Engineer  Department  of  Nerthem  Virgima : 

Colonel  :  IncloBed  I  send  you  a  communication*  fh>m  the  Secretary 
of  War,  directing  the  construction  of  a  passage-way  tlirough  Uie  obstmo- 
taons  for  the  iron-dad  steamer  Bichmond.  I  inclose  you  also  a  traoing 
of  a  drawing  in  my  ];)Ossession,  showing  the  two  upper  lines  of  obstruc- 
tions, with  depths  of  water  at  ebb-tide.  I  have  studied  the  question 
with  some  care,  and  think  the  opening,  if  made,  should  be  on  the  north 
side  of  the  river  as  near  the  tonk  as  possible.  Hie  gateway  may  be  ar- 
ranged as  shown  below,  although  farther  study  may  greatly  improve 
the  idea  :f 

The  bottom  of  the  passage-way  would  of  course  have  to  be  kept  leveled 
with  pierree  perdftea.  so  that  the  lighter  when  sunk  would  come  to  the 
low- water  level.  There  is  some  difference  of  opinion  as  to  the  proprietjy 
of  making  the  passage-way,  and  it  would  certainly  seem  of  doubtfU 
poli<^  to  send  below  aa  iron-clad  vessel  with  an  inferior  single-acting 
engine,  at  least  if  we  are  to  ferm  any  judgment  fh)m  recent  disasters. 
The  whole  question  is  now  naturally  refened  to  you  as  chief  engineer 
of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  It  wonld  seem  an  eaesy  mat- 
ter to  raise  the  crib  of  the  second  line  of  obstructions,  which  one  is  too 
low,  to  the  level  of  low  water.  It  is  here  mentioned  as  a  matter  of  im- 
portance. 


Very  respectftdly,  Ac., 


ALFBED  L.  BIVES» 
AeHmg  Ok4tf  of  Engineer  Smretm. 


Hbabquabtbbs, 
Biehmandj  Va.^  September  Ifi,  IMS. 

M^jor-Oeneral  S.  G.  Ebbnoh, 

Oammandingj  ife.,  Peteribwrg^  Va. : 

Genebal  :  Your  letter  of  yesterday  was  received  at  12  m.  to<lay.  I 
handed  it  to  the  Secretary,  with  the  remark  that  unless  he  objected  I 
would  send  the  regiments.  He  told  me  to  use  my  own  discretion,  and 
handed  me  a  letter  which  he  received  a  few  moments  before  from  — % 
[Original  torn.]  I  inclose  the  letter*  ynth  this.  Colonel  Daniel  takes 
with  him  two  of  his  best  regiments  and  a  fine  battery.  If  the  Second 
North  Carolina  Cavalry  will  be  of  use  to  you  in  this  exi>edition  suspend 
the  order  sending  them  forward  untU  after  you  get  back.  Ihavedireoted 


*  Not  ioand.  t  Drawing  omitted. 
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Oolonel  Daniel  to  retarn  with  his  oommand  as  soon  as  the  expedition  la 
over.  Strike  the  hardest  blow  you  can.  Oommnnioate  with  me  as  often 
as  practicable. 

With  Ml  confidence  in  yonr  judgment,  and  wishing  yon  every  soc- 
cess.  I  remain  yonrs.  truly, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Omteralj  ChmmamdSng. 


HBADQUABTBB&y 

Wdkefiddj  Va.,  St^tember  17, 1862. 
General  S.  G.  Fbbnoh: 

GisNESAL:  Ifear  very  much  that  unless  the  business  of  building  tlie 
bridge  and  repairing  the  railroad  be  pushed  our  expedition  will  be  a 
very  discreditable  f^ure  to  us  all.  Oapt.  [Oharles  H.]  Dimmook  has 
returned  to  Petersburg  without  my  seeing  nim,  so  I  do  not  know  what 
arrangement  he  has  made;  but  there  are  no  materials  whatever  here-* 
no  timber,  no  tools,  and  no  car-logs  to  haul  the  timber.  The  bridge 
can  best  be  built  somewhere  on  the  railroad,  and  when  this  is  finished 
transported  down  to  Zuni ;  but  if  the  enemy  choose  to  they  can  prevent 
it  until  they  are  driven  away.  Whatever  we  are  to  do  must  be  done 
quickly,  or  all  our  trouble  will  be  in  vain. 

Very  respectfcdly,  your  obedient  servant,  

J.  J.  PBTTIGEBW, 

Brigadier-OmenU, 

P.  S.— This  was  written  before  I  received  yonr  note  at  nighty  bat  it 
may  as  well  go. 


WXDKESDAT  ]$riaHT,'[Ayl0Mter  17, 1B88.] 

General  S.  G.  Fbbkoh: 

General  :  I  have  just  received  your  note.  You  say  nothing  about 
Daniel,  but  I  suppose  your  note  to  him  gives  all  the  requisite  direc- 
tions, I  inclose  a  note  from  Ferebee  Just  come  in.  The  captain  yon 
saw  in  my  tent  said  he  thought  some  artillery  had  gone  up  by  the  river. 
Neverthdess  I  am  suiprised  at  the  amount,  for  I  was  told  that  a  lady 
arrived  at  Franklin  with  dates  up  to  Monday,  and  said  there  were  only 
six  pieces.  I  shall  order  Burroughs  to  withdraw  his  pickets  Saturday 
night  and  rendezvous  his  force  at  Isle  of  Wight  Oourt-House  early  on 
Sunday  morning,  and  proceed  thence  to  the  river  opposite  to  Suffolk, 
upon  the  supposition  that  we  are  to  advance  Sunday  unless  you  make 
a  different  disposition.  Do  send  a  courier  to  hunt  up  Lieutenant  Ire- 
dell, my  ordnance  officer,  and  send  him  down  here.  I  hope  Morey  will 
have  forage  collected  for  us  at  Franklin.  I  think  it  would  be  well  to 
order  down  some  extra  surgeons.  I  am  very  poorly  off  in  that  line. 
Upon  the  strength  of  the  eighteen  pieces  I  inclose  an  order  for  the  two 
iron  328  and  a  veiy  good  company.  Moseley  has  not  men  enough  in 
his  command  to  justify  more  guns.  If  they  are  to  come  to  me  here  it 
must  be  by  rail,  and  I  wish  you  would  give  an  order  for  transporta- 
tion. But  I  rather  think  they  had  better  go  by  land,  and  if  you  agree 
with  me  please  alter  the  inclosed  order  so  as  to  make  them  report  at 
Franklin  instead  of  Wakefield  and  send  it  out  to  Moseley's  camp. 
Yery  truly,  yours, 

J.  J.  PBTTIGEEW, 

Brigeutier-OenerdL 
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[laoloMm.] 

Headquabtbas, 
Franklinj  Va.j  S^tember  17, 1862—11  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  PBTiiiiREW: 

Gbmeeal:  My  bridge  across  the  Black  water  will  be  completed  with 
certainty  in  five  hours.  It  will  be  strong  enough  to  support  the  heav- 
iest artillery.  The  damage  to  the  village  from  the  guns  of  the  enemy 
on  Monday  last  is  of  trifling  importance — no  damage  in  fact.  The 
strength  of  the  enemy  at  Si^olk  on  Monday  last  was  1,900  cavalry, 
five  regiments  of  infautiy,  and  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery.  This  is  re- 
liable. 

I  am,  general,  most  truly,  yours, 

D.  D.  FEBEBEB, 
OoUmelj  Oammanding. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Bains'  Fabm, 
Wakejieldj  Fa.,  September  17, 1362. 

Mi^or-Ctoneral  Fbbnoh,  Commanding: 

Genbbal:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yours  of 
this  date.  I  herewith  inclose  the  letter  of  instructions  to  Colonel 
Owens,  commanding  Fifty-third  Begiment  North  Carolina  Infiuitry, 
whose  regiment  I  wish  to  join  me.  The  instructions  in  regard  to  the 
route  I  shall  leave  with  you  to  give  according  to  your  suggestions. 
Very  respectftally,  &o.. 

JUimrS  DAIHEL. 
Oobmelj  Oammaniing  Brigade. 


OOLBBAIN,  N.  C,  September  18, 1862. 
Hon.  Zbbiti^on  B.  Yakob,  BeMgh^  N.  0.: 

Sib  :  Some  of  the  leading  fiurmers  and  citizens  of  Bertie  County  had 
a  consultation  on  the  15&  instant  in  Windsor,  it  being  Monday  of 
superior  court,  for  the  purpose  of  making  representations  to  Tour  £z- 
oellency  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  county  and  to  ask 
some  executive  action  in  their  behalf.  Lewis  Thompson,  esq.,  was  ap- 
pointed to  visit  Baleigh  and  see  you  in  i>er8on,  but  he  not  being  able  to 
go  until  about  October  1,1  was  requested  in  the  meantime  to  lay  before 
vou  in  writing  the  points  agreed  to  be  presented  and  the  reasons  which 
induced  the  gentlemen  present  to  ask  some  action  upon  them. 

This  coun^  is  almost  entirely  surrounded  by  the  waters  of  the  Al- 
bemarle Sound  and  the  Boanoke  and  Chowan  &vers,  all  of  which  are 
navigable  to  the  largest  of  the  enemy's  steamers,  while  the  Caskie  Biver 
and  Salmon  Creek,  running  into  the  very  heart  of  the  county,  are  navi- 
gable to  his  steamers  of  highest  draught.  Upon  these  water-courses  lie 
Uie  main  body  of  the  excellent  feurming  lands  of  the  county,  and  several 
thousand  slaves  are  upon  these  lands.  The  gnnboatsof  the  enemy  are 
traversing  these  waters  almost  daily.  Occasionally  the  enemy  land  a 
few  troops  at  unexpected  points,  but  so  for  have  committed  very  little 
depredation.  The  military  post  at  Plymouth  is  ui>on  the  very  border 
of  the  county  and  is  accessible  by  the  water-courses  above  named. 
Then  is  not  a  Confederate  soldier  here,  and  not  the  least  show  cMT  pro- 
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teotton  extended  to  the  citizens.  They  are  completely  at  the  mercy  of 
the  enemy  and  nothing  but  his  clemency  prevents  their  total  ruin.  The 
people  are  for  the  most  part  loyal  to  Uie  Oonfederacy  and  have  acted 
with  surprising  prudence  and  faithfiilness.  But  how  long  is  it  pmdent 
to  suffer  these  people  to  depend  entirely  upon  the  enemy  for  safety  and 
feel  that  they  are  neglected,  if  not  abandoned,  by  &eir  own  Government  t 
The  greater  part  of  the  able-bodied  men  of  the  county  have  volunteered 
in  companies  raised  in  this  and  the  adjoining  counties  and  are  now  in 
the  army.  Some  have  been  taken  out  by  the  conscript  law,  and  the 
attempted  execution  of  that  law  has  driven  many  of  not  very  reliable 
character  to  the  enemy  at  Plymouth,  and  many  more  of  litUe  better 
character  are  in  readiness  to  repair  to  Plymouth  or  to  the  gunboats  if  its 
further  execution  is  attempted.  The  loyal  citi«ms  have  more  to  dread 
from  these  deserters  than  from  the  regular  enemy.  By  the  census  of 
1860  it  appears  that  there  are  8,000  slaves  in  this  county  and  oulj^  d,000 
whites.  They  have  as  yet  lost  comparatively  few  slaves,  but  it  is  with 
great  difficulty  that  the  few  men  left  here,  unsupported  by  a  show  of 
military  force,  are  able  to  guard  the  avenues  of  escape  and  keep  up 
efficient  police  regulations.  If  they  should  attempt  to  remove  the 
slaves  the  most  of  them  would  run  off  at  once,  and  any  general  attempt 
to  remove  them  would  produce  an  iJmost  universal  stampede,  resulting 
in  the  loss  of  the  negroes  and  endangering  the  lives  of  the  few  citizens. 
But  if  the  removal  could  be  effected,  how  could  so  large  a  number  be  fed 
elsewhere,  and  what  would  become  of  the  property  necessarily  left  be- 
hind f  But  as  Southern  men  they  take  another  view  of  the  conse- 
quences of  such  a  removal.  If  the  slave-holders,  being  men  of  means, 
flee  upon  the  approach  of  danger  and  leave  the  poorer  classes,  who  are 
unable  to  move,  and  the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  army  exposed  not 
only  to  the  enemy  but  to  the  gangs  of  runaway  slaves,  it  will  produce 
a  state  of  things  and  of  feeling  much  to  be  dreaded.  Is  It  not  the  du^ 
of  the  influential  slave-holder  to  remain  and  to  exert  himself  to  preserve 
social  order  and  to  prevent  an  entire  disruption  of  society  t  It  is  hoped 
that  the  enemy  will  soon  be  driven  away,  and  these  people  are  bearing 
up  under  their  troubles  sustained  by  that  hope,  feeling  that  they  have 
been  and  still  are  neglected,  but  yet  willing  to  believe  that  the  best  has 
been  done  that  circumstances  would  allow.  Several  months  spent  in 
this  state  of  constant  danger  and  anxiety  has  enabled  the  thinking  men 
of  this  county  to  see  what  was  necessary  to  be  done  more  clearly,  per- 
haps, tnan  can  be  seen  by  those  at  a  distance,  even  in  authority,  who 
must  judge  from  reports  only. 

They  met  in  Windsor  on  the  15tii  instant  and  agreed  to  ask  the  in- 
fluence of  Your  Excellen<y  with  the  Oonfederate  authorities  to  adopt 
the  following  measures  and  such  others  as  may  be  deemed  most  ex- 
pedient: 

1st.  That  two  companies  of  cavalry  be  quartered  in  Bertie  Oounly 
permanently,  and  they  desire  especially  the  two  companies  commanded 
by  Captains  Bandolph  and  Eure,  which  are  now  somewhere  on  the 
Seaboard  and  Boanoke  Bailroad.  They  ask  these  two  officers  because 
they  know  them  to  be  men  of  great  discretion,  having  the  entire  confi- 
dence of  the  people  of  this  section.  They  think  a  force  under  an  indis* 
creet  officer  would  be  of  more  injury  than  benefit.  For  instance,  should 
an  officer  exhibit  any  troops  upon  water-courses  in  sight  of  the  enemy 
it  would  cause  a  shelling  of  the  whole  neighborhood,  and  if  near  any 
dwelling  would  insure  its  destruction.  They  deem  the  character  of  the 
<»fficer  sent  ui  this  emergency  of  the  very  greatest  importance,  and  would 
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prefer  no  force  'o  one  under  an  officer  of  doobtftil  judgment.  With  this 
cavalry  to  back  them  the  citiaBens  left  oonld  preserve  order  and  prevent 
any  great  number  of  slaves  from  escaping.  The  very  presence  of  such 
a  force  would  intimidate  the  enemy  and  embolden  the  loyal  citizens  to 
speak  and  act  with  freedom  and  c^.  The  loyal  citizens  of  this  county 
ought  to  have  some  support  The  interest  of  the  Confederacy  in  this 
section  requires  it. 

2d.  That  the  Prc|sident  be  requested  by  Tour  Bzcellenoy  to  exercise 
the  discretion  vested  in  him  by  the  late  act  of  Congress  to  exempt  this 
county  from  farther  execution  of  the  conscript  law.  There  are  not  now 
men  enough  in  the  county  for  efficient  police  duty,  and  any  fdrthei 
attempt  at  executing  the  law  instead  of  getting  soldiers  for  our  army 
would  run  recruits  to  the  enemy,  for  the  correct-minded  men  subject  to 
the  law  have  already  gone  to  camp.  The  substantial  men  of  the  county 
dread  to  see  the  others  made  their  enemies.  If  the  conscript  law  is 
extended  to  forty-five  years  its  execution  would  complete  the  ruin  of 
this  county. 

3d.  That  no  military  order  requiring  slaves  to  work  on  fortifications 
or  serve  in  the  army  be  sent  to  this  county.  Its  effect  would  be  to  make 
the  slaves  run  off  and  very  few  could  be  obtained  under  the  order,  for 
it  would  be  idle  to  attempt  to  hunt  negroes  in  this  section  now. 

But  another  reason  why  such  an  order  should  not  be  sent  here,  and 
why  the  counties  bordering  on  the  enemy's  lines  should  be  especially 
exempted  by  name,  is  this :  If  the  Confederate  authorities  commence 
taJLing  these  exposed  slaves,  or  any  part  of  them,  the  enemy  will  then 
have  a  military  excuse  to  take  those  that  are  left,  and  they  will  not  be 
slow  to  do  so.  Mr.  Thompson  will  be  in  Kaleigh  about  October  1  to 
communicate  verbally  with  Tour  Excellency  upon  this  subject  and  to 
make  more  ftdl  and  specific  statements  than  can  be  well  done  within 
the  limits  of  a  letter. 

I  have  written  under  the  instructions  of  the  meeting  of  Bertie  gentle- 
men, as  mentioned  above,  but  allow  me  to  add  that  tbr  the  most  part  I 
approve  their  recommendations  and  think  it  is  the  best  that  could  be 
done  under  the  drcumstances.  Perhaps  so  small  a  force  as  two  com- 
panies might  be  in  danger  of  being  cut  off'  by  the  enemy,  but  I  think  in 
an  emergency  the  citizens  would  rally  with  such  arms  as  they  could  get 
to  repel  an  attack.  If  the  Confederate  authorities  are  not  able  to  do 
something  it  might  be  well  to  authorize  the  raising  of  a  State  force  to 
oi)erate  m  this  section.  It  could  be  done  without  difilculty  under  a 
proper  officer,  and  would  be  efficient  after  awhile;  but  something  ought 
to  be  done  for  this  section  of  the  State  at  once. 

AUow  me  personally  to  assure  you  of  my  esteem  and  readiness  to 
render  you  all  the  service  in  my  power  in  any  measures  deemed  best 
for  the  interests  of  the  State. 
Tours,  most  respectfully. 

JOHN  POOL. 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
Biekmondj  Va.j  September  18, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh, 

^  C<mmaniing,  ite.  : 

Oenebal  :  If  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied  that  your  force  is  ample, 
and  that  prompt  and  complete  success  can  be  attained,  your  movement 
should  be  suspended  and  the  troops  should  promptly  letura.  to  their 
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original  podtioDs.  A  good  deal  of  time  has  elapsed  in  preparing,  and 
I  am  satisfied  that  the  enemy  are  well  infonned  of  onr  intentioos  and 
that  they  are  prepared.  BesideSi  the  indications  are  that  th^  would 
avail  themselves  of  any  advantage  they  might  gain  and  follow  us  up. 
They  have  reoocnpied  Williamsborg  In  force  and  are  extending  their 
lines  again  in  this  direction  from  that  i>oint.  An  attempt  was  made 
last  night  to  bum  the  bridges  over  the  river  here.  It  is  not  wise  at  this 
time  to  bring  on  a  donbtftJ  conflict  so  iaT  from  onr  lines  and  so  dose 
to  their  strongholds.  Unless  yon  are  certain  of  great  ad vanta^^  sus- 
pend your  operations  and  let  die  greater  part  of  the  troops  resome  tbeir 
former  positions. 

BesjMCtfhlly  and  tmly,  yoors. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 


Hbadquabtbbs  Dbpabtkbnt  of  North  Gabolina, 

Bkikiwumdj  Va.y  September  18, 1862. 
M^i.  C^n.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh: 

Yonr  letter  of  yesterday  is  received.  If  you  are  not  entirely  satisfied 
that  yon  have  ample  means  for  accomplishing  the  object  promptly  and 
sncccssfhlly  you  had  better  suspend  the  movement.  I  have  already 
famished  you  more  than  could  well  be  spared.  There  are  indications 
that  the  enemy  has  notice  of  onr  intentions  and  is  prepared  to  meet  us, 
and  also  to  take  advantage  of  the  tact  that  the  troops  are  absent  ftt>m 
the  defenses  of  this  city. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 


Genbsal  Obdebs,  I  Adjt.  and  Inspbotob  Gbnebal'S  Qffiob, 
No.  09.  t  Biehmondy  Va.f  September  19, 1862. 

•  •••••• 

III.  Hereafter  the  command  of  Maj.  G^n.  G.  W.  Smith  will  embrace 
that  part  of  the  country  lying  south  of  the  line  of  operations  under 
C^eraJ  B.  E.  Lee,  including  the  Department  of  North  Oarolina.  Ail 
commanders  within  these  geographical  limits  will  report  to  and  receive 

their  orders  from  Miyor-G^enJ  Smith. 

•  •••••• 

By  Older : 

S.  OOOPEB, 
A^liuUmt  atid  Intgpeoiar  Oen/erdL 


Sbptbmbbb  19, 1862. 

I  have  information  fh>m  Suffolk  as  late  as  Wednesday  afternoon.  The 
force  is  two  full  regiments  and  three  skeleton  regiments  of  infantry 
numbering  3,800, 1,900  cavalry,  and  six  pieces  of  artillery.  The  Yankee 
merchants  are  packing  up  their  goods  preparatory  to  a  move.  Yankee 
cavalry  to  the  number  of  140  now  encamped  in  5  miles  of  us  to  watch 
our  movements.    The  bridge  complete. 

D.  D.  FEBEBEE, 
OoUmelj  Oammamdimg. 
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Headqttabtebs, 
Biohmtmdy  Fa.,  September  27, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbench, 

Comdg,  Dept.  of  North  OaroUnaj  Petersburg^  Va.: 

General  :  Your  report  of  movements  in  the  direction  of  Suffolk  and 
the  causes  which  induced  yon  to  suspend  operations  was  duly  received. 
You  acted  wisely  in  returning  under  the  circumstances  as  developed ; 
there  was  too  great  doubt  of  success  to  justify  an  engagement  in  that 
quarter  at  this  time. 

I  received  your  note  of  the  23d,  inclosing  pencil  report  of  Agont  firom 
Suffolk.  It  seems  to  have  been  delivered  to  the  Secretary  of  War,  and 
by  him  handed  to  General  Magruder  to  be  given  to  me.  Magruder  did 
not  meet  me,  and  forgot  the  note.  Not  having  heard  from  you  since,  I 
infer  that  the  report  has  not  been  confirmed.  I  think  it  imi>ortant  that 
you  should  as  far  as  [practicable]  and  consistent  with  other  duties  and 
necessities  hold  your  tbrces  in  North  Carolina  in  condition  and  position 
to  move  promptly  in  this  direction  at  any  and  all  times.  General  Lee 
is  far  ofE^  and  we  may  be  caUed  upon  suddenly  without  aid  from  him  to 
repel  an  attack  in  force.  The  Secretary  of  War  has  several  times  sug- 
gested the  withdrawal  of  Mtgor  Burroughs'  companies  of  cavalry.  He 
intends  uniting  [them]  with  others  upon  this  side  and  forming  a  ree[i* 
ment  I  request  that  you  at  the  earliest  moment  have  these  virgima 
companies  under  M^jor  Burroughs  relieved  by  other  cavalry  and  or- 
dered to  report  to  Mi^or  Melton,  a4jutan^general  of  my  command,  in 
this  city.  We  have  found  here  large  numbers  of  men  left  behind,  sick 
or  unfit  to  march,  in  the  different  camps  at  the  time  General  Lee^s  forces 
left.  TJiese  men  have  been  collected  and  sent  forward  to  their  com- 
mands. I  would  be  glad  if  any  such  remain  hi  your  vicinity  to  have 
you  collect  and  organise  them  in  detachments,  under  control  of  officers 
and  non-commissioned  officers,  and  send  them  forward  by  the  cars. 
On  arriving  here  they  will  be  taken  charge  of  by  Oolond  Walker's 
guard,  which  is  under  General  [Winder],  and  dispatched  to  Winciiester. 

Large  quantities  of  arms,  clothing,  tents,  •  •  •  the  camps  in 
thia  vicinity,  and  I  presume  something  of  the  same  kind,  but  to  a  less 
extent,  occurred  near  Petersburg;  if  so,  have  measures  taken  to  rem- 
edy the  eviL  I  hope  that  you  are  getting  the  detached  companies  and 
irregular  forces  into  satisflaotory  shape. 

Have  you  heard  from  Col.  J.  O.  Long,  sent  to  inspect  Partisan  Ban- 
gers in  Western  North  Carolina  t 
BespectfuUy  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Me^oT'ffefMTaL 

I  have  Just  received  your  note  of  this  morning  since  writing  the 
above. 


State  of  North  OABOLm Ju  BzEOUTiyB  Dbpabtmbnt, 

Baieighy  N.  O.j  September  28, 1862. 
General  Gustayus  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina : 

GsmsBAL :  I  learn  that  the  troops  (cavalry)  in  Eastern  North  Caro- 
lina are  to  be  brigaded,  which  is  proper  enough:  but  the  very  first 
order  calls  all  of  them  to  Garysburg,  leaving  the  wnole  coast  of  North 
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Carolina  withoat  proteotdon.  Without  tbe  protection  of  the  ca7ali> 
die  floeBt  provision  region  in  the  8tat«  can  be  deaolat«<l  by  the  enem; 
in  a  few  days.  It  is  not  to  be  thought  of  foi  a  moment,  and  I  eameAU; 
protest  against  it.  If  it  is  not  the  int«nti0D  of  the  President  to  protect 
ns  we  must  protect  ourselves.  M^jor  Evans  will  speab  more  particn- 
larly. 

Bespectfhlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


ExEouTiTB  Office, 
BiiAvumd,  Va.,  September  29, 1862. 
OoL  J.  B.  Datib, 

Aido-da-Camp,  RicHiHond,  Va.: 
CoLonEi.:  Yon  will  proceed  to  Petersburg,  Vs- and  confer  with  Oen- 
eral  French  respecting  the  general  conditlOD  of  his  command,  and  es- 
pecially as  to  the  number,  organization,  and  efficiency  of  the  partiBan 
troops  serving,  or  being  proposed  for  service,  in  that  district;  aim  as 
to  the  nnmber,  position,  and  movements  of  the  enemy  io  the  conntiy 
on  the  sontb  side  of  the  James  Biver  and  eastem  ouast  of  North  Oaro- 
lina.  Should  it  be  reqnlsile  yon  will  visit  the  encunpments  of  the  par- 
tisans and  the  camp  of  instrnotion  near  to  Baleigh ;  bat  it  ia  desired 
that  yon  should  retnm  by  or  before  Thorsday  next 
Very  respectftilly,  yonrs, 

JBFFEBSON  DAVIS. 
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BlCHMOMD,  Y±^  OtUibtr  1, 1862. 
0«iKial  Joxss,  IViiMAMlar,  Fa.  ; 

Inform  0«neia)  Lee  that  a  fleet  of  one  htuidred  and  twenty-flve  to  ooe 
Imodred  and  thirty  traneporta  moved  np  toward  Alexaodria  oo  the  39tb 
ultimo:  that  the  enemy  had  blown  np  the  fortiflcationa  at  Evansport  and 
Cock  Pit  Point;  that  300  cavalry  occapied  Warrenton  on  the  same  day, 
paroled  tlie  uck  and  wounded  and  left  at  night ;  that  two  regiments  of 
in&utry,  one  of  oavaliy,  and  a  battery  of  fonr  pieces  are  moving  toward 
Warrenton  and  the  Bappahannock.  Theae  are  all  the  facta.  It  is  re- 
ported that  Sigel  on  the  2Tth  ultimo  moved  on  Oentreville  with  30,000 
men,  mostly  new  regiments  Jdestination  Gordonsville),  aiid  tliat  a  large 
force  was  to  advance  immediately  toward  Bichmond  via  Frederiokabm^ 
We  have  piet^  reliable  information  that  the  force  at  Suffolk  has  been 
iocieaMd  to  about  1^000  men. 

G.  W.  8HITH, 

lUior-QmmrmL 


Hbqbs.,  RiOtmomd,  Fa.,  Oetober  2, 18& 
HiO-  Oen.  S.  Q.  FsBnos, 

Comdg.  Departmmt  of  North  Carolina,  Peter^mrg,  Fa.; 
Qxubru.:  Yours  of  yesterday  is  received.    I  think  it  advisable  to  or- 
der up  the  two  regiments  propmed,  i. «.,  one  from  Wilmington  and  one 
from  Kinston,  immediately.    I  wonld  then  fnel  that  we  had  two  brigades 
immediately  available  for  any  point,  at  the  same  time  leaving  a  reqiect- 
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ablofoToeatPetenbnrgyatDrewry'sBlaff, and atOhalBii'lBBliilL  llieae* 
cumulation  of  force  at  Suffolk  is  such  that  in  case  thev  should  land  below 
the  obstructions  on  James  Biver  a  force  from  their  large  fleet  of  trans- 
ports, we  would  need  all  the  available  force  from  North  Garolina.  Please 
have  the  two  regiments  that  will  be  left  at  each  of  the  points  named — 
Wilmington  and  Einston— ready  to  move  whenever  called  upon.  In  case 
the  enemy  makes  a  very  strong  demonstration  upon  Oordonsville  and 
General  Lee  is  not  in  position  to  meet  it,  1  shall  have  to  move  some  of 
the  forces  from  here  in  that  direction  $  and  as  both  Bichmond  and  Peters- 
burg must  be  guarded,  this  might  require  that  all  the  troops  except  the 
heavy  artillery,  some  cavalry,  and  a  few  infantry  companies  for  guards 
of  bridges.  &c.,  should  be  withdrawn  from  North  Carolina.  Be  ready.  I 
direct^  tne  aqjutant-general  to  send  you  the  information  received  here 
upon  which  the  telegram  of  yest^day  was  based.  How  ftr  down  the 
James  Biver  does  your  signal  line  extend  now  t  Oive  ustheearlieat  prac- 
ticable accurate  information  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy.  I  am  much 
obliged  to  you  for  sending  General  Bains'  letter.  I  directed  it  to  be  re- 
turned, thinking  you  would  prefer  to  file  it  inyour  ownoiBce.  Let  me  have 
Burroughs'  cavalry  companies  as  soon  as  you  can.  They  are  much  needed 
above.  If  the  particular  company  you  refer  to  from  the  vicinity  of  Suf- 
folk cannot  be  spared  now,  keep  it  for  the  present :  send  on  the  others. 
Say  to  Genend  Pettigrew.  please,  that  it  is  contemplated  that  his  brigade 
will  be  called  in  this  direction  for  active  service.  I  know  he  will  be  ready. 
Oommunicate  with  me  freely  and  in  fhll  all  your  views  and  wishes. 

I  remain,  respectfhlly  and  truly,  yours,  

G.  W.  SMITH, 


HBABQUABTXB8  DISTRICT  OF  NORTH  OAROLHrA, 

BaXeigh,  If.  C,  Odoher  IS,  IMS. 
Hon.  Sborbtart  of  War  : 

Sir  :  When  I  was  assigned  to  the  command  of  this  district  l^  the 
direction  of  General  Lee  I  assumed  the  general  control  of  the  con- 
scription or  recruiting  business  in  the  State.  So,  affcer  doing  so,  I 
deemed  it  advisable  to  issue  the  indosed  order,  in  connection  with  the 
order  and  proclamation  of  Governor  Vance.  The  good  eflfect  of  that 
order  has  been  very  perceptible.  Your  telegram*  to  Hi^or  Mallett  of 
yesterday's  date  will  set  aside  this  order  and  cause  great  oomplaint 
I  respecfully  suggest  that  men  be  not  forced  into  regiments,  bat  be 
allowed  the  choice  assured  in  my  order,  Major  Mallett  only  using  such 
influence  as  he  can  to  direct  their  choice,  should  a  sudden  emergency 
require  the  use  of  400  or  500  men  in  the  vicinity  of  Bichmond  it  would 
be  better,  in  my  Judgment,  to  order  the  camp  guard  there  for  a  week  or 
so  than  to  compel  conscripts  to  go  to  those  regiments. 
I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTUr, 
BrigoMtr-Qm^niL 

.1 


Write  to  (General  Martin  that  it  was  deemed  necessary,  in  order  to 
insure  uniformity  in  the  execution  of  the  law  for  the  enroUment  of  con- 
scripts, that  it  should  be  conducted  under  the  control  of  the  depart 
ment,  and  it  was  so  ordered  on  April  28  last  in  General  Orders,  No. 


*  Not  found. 


Cbat.XXJL.]         COBBE8PONDENCE,  etc.— OONFBDERATB.  763 

30.  Experienoe  tbaa  [far]  has  confirmed  the  views  then  taken,  and  it 
has  been  found  that  to  place  the  enrollment  of  conscripts  nnder  the 
control  of  the  general  commanding  a  department,  subjects  it  to  change 
with  every  change  of  a  department  commander.  General  Lee^s  orders 
were  not  intend^  to  conflict  with  the  policy  and  express  ordet  of  the 
department,  bat  merely  to  secnre  the  valuable  aid  of  the  a^utant-gen- 
eral  of  the  State  in  carrying  that  policy  out.  The  only  objection  to  the 
order  proposed  by  General  Martin  is  that  it  conflicts  wiUi  the  conseript 
act  in  restricting  the  maximum  of  infantry  companies  to  a  smaller  num- 
ber than  is  allowed  by  that  act  The  right  to  volunteer  before  enroll- 
ment is  reserved  by  law,  and  the  order  to  M^jor  Madlett  only  applies 
to  enrolled  men.  Orders  have  been  given  for  the  immediate  filling  up 
of  the  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  regiments  at  Richmond,  because 
the  enemy  are  preparing  to  attack  the  city  with  a  heavy  force. 

G.  W.  RANDOLPH. 

[^cloanree.] 

Gbkebal  Obdbbs,  )       State  of  N.  G.,  Exeoutiye  Dbpt., 

>  Ad JT.  General's  Office  (Militia), 

No.  7.  )  Ealeighj  N.  0.,  September  1^  1802. 

I.  Golonels  and  other  oflScers  in  command  of  the  Militia  of  North 
Carolina  are  hereby  ordered  to  bring  all  men  liable  to  conscription  in 
their  commands  and  all  soldiers  absent  from  their  regiments  without 
leave  to  the  camp  of  instruction  at  Raleigh.  All  power  necessary  for 
the  enforcing  of  this  order  is  hereby  given  them. 

II.  A  fiulure  or  refusal  to  comply  with  this  order  will  subject  the  of- 
fender to  the  penalties  of  a  court-martial  and  consequent  redaetion  to 
the  ranks. 

III.  The  executive,  through  its  own  officers,  having  thus  undertaken 
to  collect  all  persons  liable  to  militia  duty  instead  of  allowing  Confed- 
erate officers  to  do  so,  it  is  earnestly  hoped  that  all  will  come  up  promptly 
to  the  performance  of  their  duty. 

By  order  of  Governor  Vance : 

J.  G.  MARTDTy 
Adjutcmt-OemraJL 

A  proclamation  by  Z,  B.  Vance,  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 

Executive  Department  of  Nobth  Caboldta, 

September  18, 1862. 

Whereas  information  has  reached  mo  that  certain  persons,  unmindful 
of  the  calls  of  i>atrioti8m  and  forgetful  of  the  duties  of  good  citizens,  are 
using  their  influence  to  prevent  obedience  to  the  law  of  Congress  known 
as  the  conscription  law,  and  that  others  are  attempting  to  organize  an 
open  resistance  to  its  executiou ;  and  whereas  such  conduct  being  not 
only  in  direct  violation  of  law,  but  also  detrimental  in  the  highest  degree 
to  the  cause  of  our  country,  it  becomes  my  sacred  duty  to  prevent  and 
repress  the  same  by  all  the  means  io  my  power : 

Now.  therefore,  I,  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  Governor  of  North  Carolina,  do 
issue  tnis  my  proclamation  warning  all  such  persons  to  desist  from  such 
unpatriotic  and  criminal  conduct,  earnestly  hoping  that  all  who  are  dis- 
inclined to  defend  their  homes  themselves,  either  by  reason  of  age.  in- 
firmity, or  cowardice,  will  cease  to  dissuade  those  who  are  willing,  and  no- 
tifying positively  all  persons  contemplating  an  armed  resistance  to  the 
law,  if  there  really  be  any  such  misguided  and  evil-disposed  persons  in 

48  B  B— VOL  XVIII 
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onr  midst,  that  they  will  oommit  the  crime  of  treaKm  Mmtdiog  to  tiie 
laws  of  Oongre68.  aod  moat  not  expect  to  escape  its  peoAlties.  While 
thonsands  apon  tnonsands  of  onr  best  and  bravest  have  cheerfUly  obeyed 
the  law,  and  by  their  patriotic  valor  have  driven  the  enemy  back  to  the 
PotomawD,  it  wonld  be  an  intolerable  outrage  njion  them  to  permit  others 
to  shirk  or  evade  the  law,  or  worse  still,  to  resist  it  by  open  violence. 
Let  no  one.  therefore,  be  deceived.  The  law  will  be  enforoed,  and  I  a^ 
peal  to  all  loyal  and  patriotic  citizens  to  snstain  those  who  are  charged 
with  its  execntion. 

Oiven  under  my  hand  and  attested  by  the  great  seal  of  the  State.  Done 
at  the  city  of  Baleigh  the  18th  day  of  September,  1862. 

Z.  B.  VANOB. 

By  the  Governor : 

B.  H.  Battlb,  Jr., 

Private  Secretary. 

OxNBRAL  Orders,  \     Hdqrb.  District  of  19orth  Carolina, 
No.  2.  f  Baleighj  N.  C,  September  9, 1802. 

I.  All  persons  liable  to  military  dnty  under  the  conscription  law  are 
hereby  required  to  come  to  the  camp  of  instruction  near  this  city  at 
once.  Those  doing  so  will  be  allowed  to  select  the  infantry  regiments 
they  wish  to  join,  and  unless  ftdl  they  will  be  assigned  accordingly. 

II.  The  regiments  of  in£Antry  and  artillery  on  dnty  in  this  State  are 
authorised  to  enlist  conscripts  to  increase  each  compaiiv  of  infantry  and 
heavy  artillery  to  100  men,  but  not  exceeding  it,  and  light  batteries  to 
150  men. 

By  command  of  Brig.  Oen.  J.  O.  Martin : 

A.  GOBDON, 
Aeeietemt  Adfutamt-OeiereU. 

State  of  N.  Carolina,  Bxboutivb  Dspt.,  A.  O.  O., 

Baleigh,  N.  O.,  September  22, 1862. 

The  $50  bounty  will  be  paid  to  all  men  who  come  into  camp  under 
this  CAll  before  tiiey  leave  to  Join  their  regiments. 

J.  G.  MARTIN, 
At^tamt-  OenerdL 

Engineer  Bureau, 

Richmond,  Va.y  October  9,  1862. 

Col.  Walter  Gwtnn,  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  By  direction  of  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War  yon  are  hereby 
assigned,  as  an  agent  of  the  Department,  to  make  an  examination  of  the 
navigable  water-courses  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  of  North  Caro- 
lina, viz,  the  Neuse,  Tar,  Boanoke,  and  Chowan  Rivers,  with  a  view  to 
their  defense  against  a  naval  and  land  attack .  It  is  desirable  to  control 
the  rivers  as  far  down  as  possible,  and  thus  afford  all  the  protection  in 
our  power  to  plantations  and  other  property  along  their  borders.  To 
be  effective  the  defense  in  each  case  will  consist  of  two  distinct  parts: 
First,  the  placing  of  strong  obstructions  in  the  channel  of  the  river; 
second,  batteries  (with  works  of  proper  strength  for  defense  against  a 
land  attack)  so  placed  on  the  bank  as  to  have  a  complete  command  of 
the  obstructing  works.  As  the  garrison  that  can  be  furnished  for  each 
fort  will  have  to  be  small,  the  facilities  for  sending  piompt  succor  to 
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each  podtioii  oocapied  miiBt  be  careftilly  studied.  The  strength  ^f  pro- 
file to  be  given  to  the  works  iJong  the  land  fronts  will  of  oonrse  be 
governed  by  the  same  consideration.  It  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  fonnd 
practicable  to  oocapy  a  point  on  the  I^ense  at  least  as  low  as  Eanston, 
on  the  Tar  as  low  as  Greenville,  and  on  the  Boanoke  as  low  as  Ham> 
ilton.  This  can  only  be  determined  upon,  however,  after  making  the 
examination  intmsted  to  you.  As  to  the  Chowan  Biver,  it  is  probably 
at  present  so  entirely  under  the  control  of  the  enemy  as  to  prevent  ns 
from  holding  any  iK>int  along  its  banks.  In  the  progress  of  events  this 
occupation  may  become  practicable,  in  which  case  you  will  make  the 
desirod  ezamination.  In  the  selection  of  sites  for  batteries  to  command 
rivers  lugh  points  should  be  preferred,  and  the  open  range  of  river 
below  should  not  be  greater  than  that  of  our  own  guns.  As  Boon  as  you 
have  decided  ui>on  the  positions  to  be  held  and  the  geneml  character 
of  the  works,  namely,  ol^tructions,  batteries,  forts,  &c.,  yon  will  report 
at  once  to  this  Bureau,  sending  such  sketches,  maps,  and  plans  as  will 
give  a  full  understanding  of  your  projects.  At  the  same  time  you  will 
make  preparations  for  procuring  all  necessary  materials  and  labor  for 
construction,  reporting  the  results  at  once  to  this  office.  Application 
will  be  made  to  the  niiyor-general  commanding  at  Bichmond  for  in- 
structions to  be  given  to  the  commanders  in  North  Carolina  to  furnish 
troops,  when  ne^ed,  for  i»otecting  the  operations  now  committed  to 
your  charge.  At  the  earliest  day  practicable  two  assistants  will  be  as- 
signed  to  you,  with  the  hope  that  by  their  aid  you  can  press  the  defenses 
the  more  rapidly  to  a  state  of  efficiency.  Yon  will  please  to  proceed  to 
North  Carolina  at  once  and  enter  upon  the  dnties  assigned  you.  Yon 
will  notify  this  Bureau  as  early  as  possible  as  to  the  point  at  whidh  the 
assistants  shall  be  ordeied  to  report  to  you.  Prompt  arrangements 
will  be  made  for  paying  the  necessary  expenses. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
Lieu^ant-Oolonel  and  Ohirf  of  Engineer  Bwream. 


HEADQUABTSBS) 

Biehnumd,  Va.^  October  10,  1802. 
Mi^.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh, 

Oomdg.  Department  of  North  OaroUnaj  Petereburg^  Va.: 

General  :  The  Secretary  of  War  says  that  although  wo  cannot  form 
the  Paitisan  Bangers  into  a  brigade  regularly  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  regiments  of  Colonel  Claiborne,  Colonel  Ferebee,  Colonel  Griffin, 
and  Colonel  Evans  should  not  all  be  required  to  report  to  Brigadier- 
General  Bobertson.  He  requests  that  this  be  done  and  that  General 
Bobertson  be  assigned  to  command  the  pickets  and  outposts  of  these 
regiments  as  well  as  the  camp  of  instruction,  and  that  the  picket  and 
outpost  duty  be  performed  by  details,  so  that  all  may  share  instruction 
in  camp.  If  General  Bobertson  will  request  the  adjutant  and  inspector 
general  to  assign  an  assistant  adjutant  general  or  quartermaster  and  a 
commissary  to  his  command  it  will  be  done,  and  his  wishes  I  am  sure 
will  be  complied  with  in  regard  to  the  particular  officers  he  may  desig- 
nate for  these  places,  if  it  is  practicable  to  do  so. 
Tory  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
MqjorOeneralj  Commanding. 
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EN0iinEEB  BURBAU,  Richmimd,  Fa.,  Oaiober  11,  IMS. 

Maj.  SAMtnsL  W.  Melton, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Oenerxl^  Ekihmond^  Va. : 

Majob  :  By  direction  of  the  Secretary  of  War  I  have  assigned  to 
Col.  Walter  Gy wnn,  civil  en^neer,  the  dnty  of  examining  the  Nense, 
Tar,  Boanoke,  and  Chowan  Bivers,  indading  their  tributaries,  with  a 
view  to  their  defense  by  obstractions  placed  in  the  rivers  and  batteries 
commanding  the  same.  Colonel  Gwynn  is  instmcted  to  proceed  with 
the  works  at,  once,  if  practicable.  To  aid  him  and  give  the  necessary 
protection  to  his  operations  I  have  to  respectfully  request  Mi^or-Gen- 
eral  Smith,  commanding,  to  nve  orders  to  the  commanders  in  North 
Carolina  and  at  Petersburg,  va.,  to  act  in  concert  with  Colonel  Gwynn, 
and  afford  him  every  assistance  i>oss]ble  with  the  troops  under  their 
respective  commands.  I  wiU,  if  possible,  assign  two  engineer  offices 
to  assist  in  pressing  forward  the  contemplated  works.  It  is  hoped  the 
planters  along  the  rivers  will  be  able  to  ftamish  the  requisite  labor  for 
constructing  the  defenses. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  &c., 

J.  F.  GILMEB, 
Lieutenant-OoUmel  and  Ohuif  of  Bureau. 

P.  8. — Please  fhmish  a  copy  of  the  general's  orders  to  this  Boreaa  ibr 
the  use  of  Colonel  Gwynn. 

BNOINlfiEB  BUBXAT7, 

Biekmandy  Fa.,  (ktober  11, 1802. 
Capt.  C.  B.  Collins, 

Corps  of  JSngineerSj  0.  8.  Army.  SmiikwUe^  N.  0. : 

Captain  :  Your  letter  of  the  2d  instant  was  received  three  or  fbur 
days  a^o,  but  a  pressure  of  current  business  in  this  office  has  prevented 
an  eai^ker  reply.  In  reference  to  the  construction  of  casemates  in  Fort 
Caswell  I  have  to  say  that  it  is^  in  my  judgment,  impracticable  to  do 
so,  but  as  a  protection  to  the  artillerists  thick  and  high  traverses  should 
be  constructed  between  the  guns  and  the  parapet  raised  on  the  right 
and  left  so  as  to  form  half  embrasures,  giving  only  such  field  of  fire  as 
may  be  necessary  to  cover  the  channels  of  approach.  The  parapet 
ought  to  have  a  height  of  not  less  than  5^  even  feet  above  the  level  of 
the  terre-plein,  and  the  intermediate  traverses  should  have  a  thickness 
of  not  less  than  18  feet  at  the  base.  If  the  guns  are  too  near  each  other 
to  allow  space  for  traverses  of  the  requisite  dimensions  then  every 
alternate  one  should  be  removed  and  mounted  at  new  i>oints  selected 
so  as  to  give  the  best  fire  possible  on  the  approaches.  For  re  vetting 
the  traverses  the  turf  or  sod  from  the  low,  marshy  ground  adjacent  will 
probably  answer,  also  for  the  increased  height  to  be  given  to  the  para- 
pet ou  the  right  and  left  of  each  gun.  If  possible,  you  should  form 
bomb-proofs  within  the  work  for  sheltering  the  artillerists  not  engaged 
in  serving  the  guns.  At  the  rear  end  and  under  the  intermediate 
traverses  may  be  a  proper  place  for  the  bomb-proofs.  If  possible,  addi- 
tional long-range  guns  will  be  provided  for  Fort  Caswell.  As  soon  as 
the  new  appropriations  become  available  funds  will  be  placed  to  your 
credit,  as  promised  by  Captain  Bives.  It  is  out  of  the  power  of  this 
Bureau,  owing  to  the  many  calls  for  engineer  officers,  to  furnish  you  with 
an  assistant  at  this  time.  If  the  works  will  be  delayed  for  the  want  of 
one  you  must  employ  a  competent  civil  engineer. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
Lieutenant  Colonel  and  Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau. 
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Hbadquabtebs, 
Biehmandy  Va.j  October  13, 1862. 
M^ior-Oeneral  Fbbnoh, 

Oammandii^  Deparifneni  of  North  Oaroiina : 

Gerbbal  :  In  giving  instrnctions  for  replaoipg  incompetent  men  on 
signal  duty  by  other  details  the  m%jor-general  commanding  designed 
to  restrict  snch  details  to  yonr  command  proper,  his  authority  over 
men  from  other  armies  who  may  be  in  hospital  only  continning  so  long 
as  they  are  properly  retained  as  inmates.  He  directs  that  you  will  re- 
gard General  Lee's  orders  in  reference  to  Sergt  H.  M.  Cottiugham, 
Company  B,  Second  Georgia  Battalion,  and  Private  Thomas  F.  Holly, 
Company  H,  Third  Alabama  Regiment,  as  imperative,  and  remand  these 
men  to  their  respective  commands.  Their  places  in  the  Signal  Corps  will 
be  sapplied  by  details  from  yonr  own  command.  An  order  has  been 
issned  to-day  (a  copy  of  which  has  been  famished  yoo)  assigning  Col. 
Walter  Gwynn,  civil  engineer,  to  the  daly  of  examining  the  Neuse,  Tar, 
Boanoke,  and  Chowan  Bivers,  with  a  view  to  their  defenses,  and  direct- 
ing yon  to  assist  as  far  as  possible  with  the  forces  under  your  command. 
If  possible,  two  other  engineer  officers  will  assist  in  pressing  the  works 
forward.  It  is  very  desirable  that  measures  be  taken  to  procure  labor 
from  the  planters  along  these  rivers,  and  the  miy  or-general  commanding 
desires  that  whatever  may  be  necessary  to  that  end  be  done  promptly. 
If  the  people  will  furnish  the  assistance  reasonably  expected  of  ^em 
the  works  can  be  completed  at  an  early  day. 

Very  respectfliUy,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

BAML.  W.  lOI/rON, 
Mqfor  and  AMiatant  Adfutant-OmieraL 


Bnoineeb  Bttbeau, 
Biehmondy  Va^  October  14^  1882. 
Lieut.  W.  G.  Bendeb, 

Oorp9  of  Engineeriy  Provisional  Army,  Bichmondj  Va. : 

Sm :  Herewith  I  hand  you  an  order  to  proceed  to  Goldsborough,  N.  C, 
and  report  to  CoL  Walter  Gwynn,  civil  engineer,  for  duty.  As  an 
assistant  in  the  operations  committed  to  Colonel  Gwynn,  in  addition  to 
the  ordinary  duties  of  the  engineer,  you  are  charged  with  the  disburse- 
ments of  all  funds  to  be  expended  in  payment  for  materials  and  work- 
manship applied  in  the  construction  of  defenses  along  the  rivers  of 
Eastern  North  Carolina  and  for  surveys  of  the  country  bordering  there- 
on. For  this  purpose  funds  will  be  placed  to  your  credit  with  the  treas- 
urer of  the  Confederate  States  at  Richmond,  Ya.  You  will  keep  and 
render  this  Bureau,  for  transmission  to  the  Treasury,  the  monthly 
and  quarterly  statements  and  accounts  as  required  by  the  Army  Begu- 
lations.  On  your  application  to  this  office  the  necessary  blank  forms 
will  be  supplied. 

I  am,  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
HeuUnoMUOolonel  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


EXEOUTIYE  OFFIOB, 

Bichmond^  October  17, 1802. 

His  Excellency  Zebttlon  B.  Vance,  Oovemor  of  North  Carolina : 

Mt  Deab  Sib  :  The  resolutions  adopted  at  a  meeting  of  the  citizens 
of  Onslow  County,  North  Carolina,  I'eferred  to  me  by  you,  were  duly 
received,  and  have  occupied  my  serious  attention. 
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I  have  not  been  nnmindful  of  the  condition  of  the  eafltern  portion  of 
yonr  State,  and  can  make  allowance  for  the  anxiety  fdt  by  Uioee  who 
reside  there.  Efforts  are  indnstrionsly  made  to  organize  and  instmet 
the  new  levies  of  mounted  troops,  that  foroe  being  most  relied  on  to 
protect  your  exposed  districts,  and  yon  may  be  assured  that  the  Gov- 
ernment will  do  everything  in  its  power  to  defend  the  citizens  of  Ons- 
low against  the  depredations  of  the  enemy.  With  this  view  Gleneial 
French  has  received  orders  to  send  thither  as  soon  as  practicable  a 
foroe  to  prevent  marauding  expeditions  and  afford  protection  to  private 
property. 

The  large  and  increasing  numbers  of  the  enemy  at  Suffolk,  whence 
he  threatens  North  Carolina  and  Virginia  as  well  as  our  principal  line 
of  commuDication,  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  concentrate  our  forces 
at  a  iK>int  where  they  can  offer  the  most  effective  resistance ;  and  in 
the  success  of  that  resistance  I  am  sure  that  the  intelligent  citizens  of 
Onslow  County,  as  well  as  of  the  rest  of  North  Carolina,  will  perceive 
how  deeply  they  are  interested. 

I  gratefully  acknowledge  the  earnest  and  patriotic  manner  in  which, 
since  your  assumption  of  the  executive  authority  in  Nortii  Carolina, 
you  have  labored  to  fill  her  battle-thinned  regiments  and  recruit  our 
armies  in  the  field.  I  am  happy  in  the  confidence  that  yon  will  con- 
tinue to  afford  this  Government  yonr  valuable  co-operation,  and  beg  to 
assure  you  of  the  deep  interest  I  feel  in  all  that  relates  to  the  second 
and  welfare  of  your  State. 

Very  respeotftdly  and  truly,  yours, 

JEFFBBSON  DAYia 


Statb  of  Nobth  Carolina,  Exeoutivb  Depabthbnt, 

Baleighj  October  20,  1802. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

Dbab  Sm :  Pardon  me  for  addressing  you  in  regard  to  a  matter  that 
should  ordinarily  come  before  the  Quartermaster-General,  but  its  im- 
IK>rtance  justifies  me  in  bringing  the  matter  directly  to  your  notice. 

Large  quantities  of  harness  are  made  in  this  State  by  contract  with 
the  Confederate  Government  agents.  The  prices  paid  bdng  more  remu- 
nerative, almost  two-thirds  of  our  leather  is  made  into  harness  instead 
of  shoes.  As  shoes  are  now  our  greatest  need  I  respectfully  suggest 
that  the  Quartermaster-General  cease  to  contract  for  leather  harness 
and  allow  the  whole  product  of  our  tanneries  to  go  into  the  manufacture 
of  shoes.  Harness  sufficiently  strong  for  all  reasonable  purposes  can 
be  made  of  heavy  cotton  goods.  Much  of  it  is  in  use  in  this  State,  and 
is  found  to  answer  every  end.  So  far  as  my  observation  goes  it  would 
enable  us  to  double  the  amount  of  shoes  produced. 

I  need  not  remind  yon  of  the  importance  of  this  item  for  the  army 
nor  of  the  great  difficulty  we  are  realizing  in  getting  a  supply. 

Hoping  you  may  think  favorably  of  the  suggestion,  I  remain,  very 
respectfmly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANCB. 


Bnginebb  Bubbait, 
Biehmond^  Va.y  October  20, 1802. 

Col.  WAI.TEB  GWYNN,  Kinstony  N.  0  : 

Colonel  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  ietter  of  the  17th  instant,  in  which 
you  describe  the  position  of  the  defensive  works  on  the  Neuse  River,  3 
miles  below  the  town  of  SSnston,  constructed  by  M%j.  W.  B.  Thompson 
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The  Belectdon  of  a  better  positioii  for  defending  the  river  is  deeirable, 
especiallv  if  one  can  be  found  below.  Much  most  be  left  to  your  judg- 
ment and  experience  in  making  the  change,  bnt  when  yon  have  chosen 
a  new  site  you  will  as  soon  as  possible  famish  this  office  with  a  fall  de- 
scription and  sketch  of  the  ground  and  the  approaches,  if  yon  need 
the  service  of  M%jor  Thompson  as  an  assistant  you  can  retain  him.  His 
locsal  knowledge  will  give  him  advantages  that  will  no  doubt  make  his 
services  the  more  valuable.  I  presume  Lieuts.  [W.  G.]  Bender  and 
Bandolph,  Provisional  Engineers,  have  reported  to  you  by  this  time  as 
assistants.  Ton  have  the  authority  to  employ  agents  to  collect  the  nec- 
essary negro  force  to  construct  the  work  committed  to  your  charge^and 
foremen  or  overseers  to  direct  their  labors  to  the  best  advantage.  With 
the  services  of  MbAot  Thompson  and  Lieutenants  Bender  and  Bandolph 
as  assistants  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  not  find  it  necessary  to  employ 
persons  in  the  capacity  of  superintendents.  It  does  not  appear  from 
the  records  of  Uie  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office  that  M%jor 
Thompson  holds  the  appointment  of  miyor  in  the  Provisional  Army  of 
the  Oonfederacy.  Is  he  an  officer  in  one  of  the  North  Carolina  regiments 
now  in  the  Confederate  service  f  I  fear  that  there  will  be  much  difficulty 
in  procuring  a  sufficient  number  of  chains  and  anchors  for  securing 
heavy  rafts,  such  as  you  propose  for  obstructions  in  place  of  cribs  sunk 
with  the  stone  or  in  place  of  piling.  You  will  please  to  make  every 
effort  to  procure  such  materials  as  will  be  needed  for  the  works  yon  may 
decide  upon.  You  will  purchase  all  the  shovels  and  spades  you  can  and 
on  the  best  terms  they  can  be  procured;  also  such  other  tools  as  may  be 
necessary.  If  you  Ml  to  gjBt  as  many  as  you  may  need  the  Bnreaumay 
be  able  to  aid  you  to  a  limited  extent. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
OoUma  amd  Ohirf  of  Burwm. 
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flEADQUABTSBSy 

Petersburg^  Va.y  October  22, 18G2. 
[Governor  Vance,  Baleigh^  JV.  0.:\ 

Deae  Gotebnob  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  ol 
your  letter  of  yesterday. 

Let  me  first  assure  yoa  that  yon  have  not  the  interest  and  wel&re  of 
the  people  of  yoor  State  more  at  heart  than  I  have. 

2d.  That  after  the  departure  of  General  Lee  to  Northern  Virginia 
North  Carolina  was  stripped  of  all  her  available  forces  to  meet  the  enemy 
on  the  Potomac. 

dd.  That  on  the  threatening  advance  of  the  enemy  at  Warrenton  and 
Lower  Potomac  I  was  directed  to  hold  all  the  regiments  at  points  on  the 
line  of  the  railroads  to  move  up  here,  and  in  this  condition  they  now 
mostly  remain.  It  was  my  wish  to  rapidly  mass  my  forces  and  strike 
blows  at  different  points  where  the  enemy  were  in  small  force  in  differ- 
ent parts  of  your  State,  but  the  requirements  of  General  Lee  have,  to- 
gether with  the  accumulation  of  the  troops  of  the  enemy  at  Suffolk,  pre- 
vented my  doing  so. 

4th.  Finding  the  enemy  not  disposed  to  advance,  some  days  since  I 
sent  orders  to  Col.  [W.  F.I  Martin  (Seventeenth  Regiment)  to  hold  his 
troops  ready  to  move  on  Plymouth ;  that  Oolonel  Oantwell  would  join 
him,  &c.,  and  not  to  disclose  the  movement  to  any  human  being.  I  did 
not  know  the  colonel  was  on  leave.  The  orders  to  both  him  and  Cant- 
well  were  on  the  outside  marked  ^^  Private,"  lest  some  staff  officer  should 
open  them.  The  result  was  Martin's  *' Private"  letter  and  Cantwell's 
must  have  been  forwarded  to  them,  and  neither  being  with  theur  regi- 
ments nothing  has  been  heard  from  them. 

5th.  On  the  20th,  Badcliffe's  regiment  was  ordered  up  in  place  of  Cant- 
well's,  and  Colonel  Badcliffe  has  been  directed  to  move  with  his  regiment 
and  Martin's  on  Plymouth,  to  drive  out  the  enemy  and  give  the  people 
of  Martin,  Washington,  and  Tyrrell  Counties  an  opportunity  to  bring 
out  their  provisions,  &c.  As  secrecy  is  the  soul  of  success  in  cases  of 
this  kind,  I  told  no  one  except  one  officer  on  my  staff,  who  did  part  of 
the  writing  for  me.  I  presume  Badcliffe  will  move  the  last  of  this  week, 
or  early  next  week,  on  Plymouth,  and  I  hope  with  successful  results. 
About  this  you  had  better  say  nothing,  for  between  gossip  and  the  news- 
papers nothing  can  be  done  without  the  enemy  finding  it  out  before  it 
can  be  executed. 

6th.  There  were  some  complaints  came  to  me  respecting  the  with- 
drawal of  forces  from  Ondow  County.  The  same  cavalry  force  is  there 
under  Captain  Ward  that  has  been  there  since  the  &11  of  New  Berne 
except  two  companies  of  Partisan  Bangers.  When  these  rangers  are 
disciplined  in  the  camps  of  instruction  at  Garysburg  we  will' have  a 
force  for  the  position  that  can  move  rapidly  from  point  to  point. 

7th.  I  have  been  anxious  to  have  the  rivers  obstructed,  but  have  had 
no  means  to  do  it.  Finally  engineers  have  been  sent  to  examine  them. 
Had  they  been  ordered  to  report  to  me  I  should  now  have  had  them  on 
the  Boanoke  Biver  at  work.  I  can  only  say,  in  conclusion,  that  I  will 
do  all  that  can  be  done  to  protect  the  people,  at  the  same  time  confront 
the  threatening  forces  of  the  enemy  whore  they  are  in  large  force.  The 
forces  in  Suffolk  now  are  25,000.  [This]  holds  most  of  my  troops,  from 
necessity,  here  and  at  Franklin. 

I  will  be  most  happy  to  confer  with  you  at  any  time  and  will  thank 
you  to  write  to  mc  tiiely  your  views  on  any  matters  concerning  our 
common  welfare. 

Yours,  very  truly,  8.  G.  FBENOH, 

Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oammamding. 
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ENOimBEB  BUBBAT7,  Octobtf  25,  1802. 

M%j.  Samttel  W.  Melton, 

A99%9tant  Adjutant-Oenerdl : 

I  have  respectfiilly  to  state  that  this  Boreau  is  partionlarly  anzioas 
to  act  in  concert  with  the  commauders  of  the  troops  in  the  military 
districts  of  the  Department  of  Northern  Virginia.  As  chief  engineer  of 
that  department,and  at  the  earnest  solicitation  of  the  congressional  dele- 
gation from  North  Carolina,  I  sent  Col.  Walter  Gwynn,  a  civil  engineer 
of  great  experience  and  a  graduate  of  West  Point,  to  examine  promptly 
the  question  of  obstructing  and  defending  the  rivers  of  Eastern  North 
Carolina,  with  authority  to  engage  negro  labor  and  materials  for  the 
j^orks;  to  report  his  action  at  once  to  this  Bureau ;  also  to  Brigadier- 
General  French,  commanding,  &c.,  and  ask  of  him  protection  and  sup- 
I>ort,  if  needed. 

On  the  11th  instant  I  asked  of  Msyor-General  Smith  that  instructions 
be  given  to  the  district  commanders  to  give  every  assistance  and  pro- 
tection possible  with  their  troops  in  furtherance  of  the  works — ^works 
for  which  1  as  chief  engineer  of  the  department  am  responsible.  I 
feel  sure  Colonel  Gywnn  will  keep  Brigadier-General  French  informed 
of  all  his  selections  of  sites,  the  character  of  the  works  proposed,  their 
progress,  &c.,  as  he  has  been  directed.  As  the  question  of  defending 
the  rivers  of  JBastem  North  Carolina  is  strictly  one  for  the  engineer,  I 
must  have  the  control  and  direction  of  the  officers  engaged  in  the  labor, 
but  in  such  direction  I  hbve  and  will  order  them  to  act  in  fuU  concert 
with  Brigadier-GBueral  SYench  and  other  district  commanders. 
Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
OoUma  ofJSngineerg  amd  Chief  of  B 


EXEOtJTTVE  Depabtmbnt,  C.  8.  A., 

Bichmmd^  Ya.y  October  27, 1862. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Zbbulon  B.  Vai^oe  : 

Bib:  I  am  directed  by  the  President  to  inform  you  thai  your  letter 
of  the  20th  instant,  suggesting  the  employment  of  heavy  cotton  stuffs 
for  army  harness  and  the  devotion  of  leather  to  the  exclusive  manu- 
&cture  of  shoes  was  referred  to  the  Quartermaster-General,  who  reports 
that  very  inconsiderable  contracts  are  made  by  the  Quartermaster's 
Department  for  harness  in  North  Carolina.  The  contracts  to  which 
vou  refer  are  probably  for  the  Ordnance  Bureau.  The  suggestion 
18  a  good  one,  that  the  practice  of  using  leather  be  discontinue  as  fax 
as  possible  for  the  manufacture  of  anything  else  than  shoes ;  but  the 
Quartermaster-General  thinks  that  while  cotton  serves  very  well  for 
plantation  harness  it  is  unfit  for  the  wear  and  tear  to  which  harness  is 
necessarily  subjected  in  the  army. 

Your  letter  has  been  forwarded  to  the  Secretary  of  War  with  direc- 
tions to  secure  the  leather  of  the  country  as  far  as  practicable  for  shoes. 

I  have  the  honor,  sir,  to  present  you  the  compliments  of  the  President 
Your  obedient  servant, 

BUBTON  N.  HABBIBON, 

Private  Soorekurp. 
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Hbabquabkbbs,  Bkhmondj  Va.^  October  29, 1862. 

M%|.  GeiL  8.  O.  FRENcn, 

Vamdg,  Department  of  North  OaroUna^  Fetereburg^  Va. : 

General  :  Your  private  note  of  the  25th  was  duly  received.  I  have 
sneoeeded  in  getting  authority  to  order  Lieut.  Col.  [B.]  Liudsay  Walker, 
of  the  artillery,  to  report  to  you,  to  take  charge  of  the  artillery  defenses 
of  Petersburg  and  vicinity.  Ton  will  find  Colonel  Walker  an  energetic 
and  determined  of&cer.  He  has  served  with  marked  distinction  in  the 
field,  and  I  am  satisfied  will  be  of  great  service  to  you.  When  Colonel 
Walker  reports  to  you,  in  case  the  services  of  Msvjor  Moseley  are  no 
longer  essentially  necessary  the  previous  order  directing  him  to  report 
to  General  Pendleton  for  duly  in  General  Lee's  army  should  be  carried 
into  effect  If  it  is  necessary  in  your  judgment  to  retain  Major  Moseley 
inform  me  of  the  &ct  in  order  that  further  instructions  in  regard  to  him 
may  be  given.  I  am  trying  to  get  up  a  battery  of  heavy  rifled  guns  on 
field  carriages,  to  use  either  at  Petersburg  or  here  as  necessity  may 
require.  Please  say  to  General  Bains  that  General  Lee  is  much  pleased 
with  the  manner  in  which  the  enemy  were  beaten  off  by  the  Whitworth 
guns,  but  he  says  that  he  cannot  spare  the  two  Whitworths  he  has  at 
present.  I  wrote  to  General  Lee  asking  him  to  let  General  Bains  have 
these  guns  but  he  declines. 

I  hope  tJiat  your  arrangements  for  opening  up  the  counties  of  Martin, 
Washington,  and  Tyrrell  will  be  successfuL  Everything  practicable 
should  be  done  to  effect  this  important  object,  and  I  entirely  approve 
of  all  your  efforts  to  do  so.  General  Wise  had  started  with  his  com- 
mand for  Williamsburg  and  Jamestown  Island  when  your  telegram  of 
Sunday  morning  reached  me.  I  ordered  the  infantry  to  return  to 
Ohaflto's  Bluff,  but  the  cavalry  has  gone  down  to  arrest  and  punish 
negroes  for  murders  committed  by  them  in  that  vicinity.  There  is  no 
one  available  but  Bri^eidier-General  Clingman  for  Einston.  He  is  at 
present  on  leave  of  absence,  and  the  President  thinks  that  Clingman 
prefers  to  go  to  General  Lee^s  army.  You  ought  to  have  a  brigadier  at 
that  point,  and  if  General  Martin  doeb  not  desire  to  continue  in  that  com- 
mand, exdusive  of  his  present  duties  in  Baleigh  as  adjutant-general — 
which  are  in  my  opinion  incompatible  with  the  first — ^I  request  you  to 
suggest  or  recommend  a  good  officer  for  the  position.  I  will  lay  the  sub- 
ject before  the  Secretary  and  endeavor  to  get  a  brigadier-general  there. 

I  have  requested  Colonel  Gilmer  to  send  you  an  engineer.  I  am  satis- 
fied that,  b^des  the  general  engineers  [who]  are  under  his  control,  as 
[commander]  of  a  department  you  have  use  for  [an  engineer]  under  your 
own  orders.  U  you  can  recommend  one  that  would  suit  you  I  wUl  take 
pleasure  in  aiding  to  get  him  appointed  and  ordered  on  duty  with  yon. 
Tours  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  Colonel  Gwynn  has  been  referred  to 
Colonel  Gilmer,  Chief  Bngineer.  Colonel  Gwynn  should  have  reported 
to  yon  at  once,  showing  yon  his  orders,  and  asking  assistance  and 
secuiing  co-operation.  I  hope  he  has  now  done  so. 
Bespectfally  and  truly,  yours, 

Q.  W.  SMITH, 

M4i{for'€feierQL 

Hbapqttabtsbs, 
Petereburgf  Va.j  Oetober  dO,  18a2. 

Hon.  ZXBUiiON  B.  Yanob, 

Oovenun"  of  North  Oarolinoj  Baleigh  j  N.  0. ; 

GovEBNOB :  I  have  the  letter  written  by  Mr.  JNanns  to  you  fiom 
TarboTongh,  which  was  indorsed  to  me  by  your  aide-de-camp.   I  would 
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most  oheerfnUy  send  three  regimeDts  and  a  oonesponding  force  of  ar« 
tillery  to  the  vicinity  of  Leeohville  bnt  for  two  considerations :  First,  I 
have  not  got  them  to  spare;  secondly,  with  the  power  of  the  enemy 
to  throw  heavy  re-enforcements  from  New  Berne  into  Wa^ington  it 
would  be  extremely  hazardous ;  they  might  be  cut  off.  Ton  will  readily 
perceive  under  what  embarrassments  I  labor.  With  my  small  force  T 
have  to  hold  in  check  25,000  at  Suffolk,  2,000  at  Washington,  12,000 
perhaps  now  in  New  Berne,  and  a  large  force  represented  at  Beaufort 
The  force  I  sent  last  week  to  Plymouth  I  hope  is  now  on  the  borders  of 
Beaufort  and  Washington  Counties,  and  may  bring  out  some  supplies. 
Ton  wiU  readily  perceive  I  cannot  handle  my  small  force  as  I  would 
wish,  because  if  I  were  to  withdraw  them  from  any  point  to  operate  on 
another  for  any  length  of  time  it  would  be  but  to  expose  that  point 
from  which  they  were  withdrawn.  If  I  take  the  troops  from  Einston 
to  operate  toward  Beaufort  County  it  exposes  Ooldsborough  and  Wil- 
mington. If  I  send  them  from  here  it  leaves  25,000  in  front  of  me  with 
only  a  march  of  40  miles  from  Zuni.  I  am  doing  all  I  can  to  draw  sup- 
plies from  the  eastern  parts  of  the  State,  and  even  in  this  much  depends 
on  the  cheerful  co-operation  of  the  people. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FBENCH, 
M^i^'Omieralj  Oammandilmg. 


Ehoikbkb  BvBMAXJy  OoMer  SO,  1882. 
Col.  Waltbb  Owthn,  Ooldtboroughj  y.  O. : 

CoLOlVEL :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letters  of  the 
22d  and  24th  instant.  In  accordance  with  your  wish  your  son  has  been 
applied  for,  and  as  soon  as  the  detail  is  granted  he  will  be  ordered  to 
report  to  you  in  Tarborough  for  duty. 

I  have  just  learned  from  a  letter  of  C^eral  S.  G.  French  to  General 
G.  W.  Smith  that  100  negroes  are  ordered  to  assemble  at  Hamilton. 
You  will  therefore  take  immediate  steps  to  receive  and  set  them  to 
work. 

In  your  letter  of  the  24th,  alluding  to  the  defenses  of  Neuse  Biver,  you 
write  the  works  embrace  the  river  tetteries  and  will  require  10,000  men 
for  their  defense.  You  farther  estimate  that  an  armament  of  thirty-four 
guns  in  all  will  be  necessary.  These  are  works  of  vastly  greater  mag- 
nitude than  I  have  ever  contemplated  or  can  approve.  In  my  letter  of 
instructions  of  the  9th  instant  I  particularly  called  your  attention  to 
the  fact  that  the  garrisons  of  such  forts  as  you  might  construct  would  be 
necessarily  small.  Instead,  therefore,  of  building  forts  defending  the 
river,  in  turn  to  be  defended  by  covering  works,  I  decidedly  prefer,  as 
a  general  thesis,  and  without  special  and  controlling  circumstances,  one 
work  commanding  the  river  with  strong  land  as  well  as  water  fronts, 
defiled,  if  necessary,  to  protect  it  from  attacks  on  commanding  ground. 
I  most  earnestly  therefbre  call  your  special  attention  to  prompt  studies 
and  actions  to  carry  out  these  views.  In  my  judgment,  with  rare  excep- 
tions, a  permanent  garrison  for  each  position  of  one  regiment  is  tih« 
utmost  that  can  be  reasonably  hoped  for. 
Yeiy  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 


NORTH  CAROLISA  AND  8.  1 
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Richmond,  Novmbar  %  ISSI. 

flU  £zoelleuoy  Got.  Zebolon  B.  Vance,  IMMgh,  N.  0.t 

Sm :  It  is  rery  desirable  to  exhaust  the  hogs,  beevee,  peaae.  beane, 
sod  potatoes  of  thut  part  of  North  Carolina  vhich  lies  irithin  the  tinefl 
of  the  enemy  or  accessible  to  them.  The  President  called  my  attention 
to  information  derived  fVom  yoa  oo  tbe  subject,  and  the  representatJons 
made  in  response  to  inquiries  have  been  of  a  discouraging  nature.  I 
venture  to  apply  to  you  for  action  tbereou.  It  is  obvious  that  those 
charged  with  such  an  undertaking  should  be  reliable  business  men, 
whose  integrity  and  energy  should  be  personalty  known  to  those  among 
whom  they  are  to  operate.  Neither  myself  nor  any  one  in  my  office  has 
such  knowletlge  of  the  country  or  the  people  of  lower  North  Carolina 
ae  to  euable  me  to  make  the  proper  selections  and  the  necessary 
arrangements  to  the  above  end.  That  being  tlie  case  I  write  to  ask  if 
you  will  allow  your  agency  to  be  used  in  this  matter  by  having  the 
whole  devolve  upon  you,  except  so  far  as  existing  arrangements  go. 
They  run  thus  far:  Mr.  Jacob  Parker  has  a  contract  for  packing  hogs 
at  Wairenton,  and  has  the  following  coantiea  allotted  to  him  for  pur- 
chase, viz:  Frauklin,  Warreu,  Nash,  and  Halifox.  In  addition,  M^.  W. 
H.  Smith  has  made  certain  arrangements  with  Mr.  H.  Hayes,  of  Har- 
rellsville,  which  ho  will  detail  to  yon.  The  balance  of  the  district 
qmken  of  it  is  proposed  to  put  under  your  ohargo,  with  these  remarics : 
1st  That  as  this  Burean  has  ab:«ady  more  oaptaina  and  mf^ois  Uiao 
it  ought  to  have  it  is  not  expedient  to  appoint  more,  except  iQ  ease  of 
absolute  necessity,  bnt  to  operate  by  agents,  whose  agencies  can  oease 
when  their  business  with  the  Department  closes. 
2d.  That  the  points  of  delivery  of  the  hogs  should  be  fixed  vith  ref- 
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OTenoe  to  the  packing-hooBes,  both  in  and  oat  of  the  State  of  ISoTth 
Carolina,  so  that  such  as  can  go  conveniently  to  the  packeries,  which 
Major  Smith  has  established  or  will  establish,  may  do  so,  and  such  as 
are  more  convenient  to  Petersburg  can  go  to  that  point,  whence  they 
can  be  brought  to  this  place. 

dd.  That  it  may  be  necessary  to  procure  both  bags  and  transportation 
to  get  out  the  pease  and  potatoes  and  any  bacon  that  may  be  attainable. 
As  to  the  transportation,  Mr.  Hayes,  in  a  letter  to  Major  Euffln,  says 
that  a  few  teams  and  wagons  can  be  bought  in  his  region.  If  they  can 
be  bought  at  prices  satisfactory  to  yourself  you  will  be  authorized  to 
buy  them,  and  when  they  are  done  with  they  can  be  disposed  of  in 
some  satisfactory  manner.  As  to  the  bags,  it  would  be  very  desirable  to 
secure  the  services  of  some  of  the  factories  of  North  Carolina  in  order 
to  get  them,  and  as  they  have  not  been  called  on  up  to  this  time  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  they  will  now  be  able  to  serve  the  needs  of  this  Bureau. 
One  of  the  greatest  difficulties  now  is  to  get  bags,  and  there  are  not 
half  enough.    Can  you  not  get  them  f    Please  try. 

I  have  been  induced  to  ask  you  to  undertake  the  above  service  in  con- 
sequence of  your  communication  to  the  President,  and  my  notice  of  your 
address  to  the  people  of  your  State,  indicating  a  readiness  to  help  the 
cause  in  general. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfcdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

L.  B.  NOETHEOP. 


Enoineeb  Bureau,  Kavember  3,  1862. 

Col.  Walter  Gwywn, 

In  charge  of  Defenses  in  Sastem  North  OaroUna: 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
29th  instant  relating  to  the  defenses,  disbursements,  &c^  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina.  A  requisition  for  $30,000  in  flavor  of  Lieut.  W.  O. 
Bender  has  been  made. 

I  am  glad  to  hear  that  so  satis&ctory  a  position  for  the  defense  of  the 
Eoanoke  Eiver  has  been  found  at  Eainbow  Bend.  The  line  of  infiEUitiy 
to  cover  1}  miles  to  the  pond,  causing  the  enemy  to  make  a  detour  of  16 
miles,  seems  a  good  suggestion.  It  is  not  possible  at  present  to  furnish 
all  the  armament  required,  still  platforms  and  positions  should  be  pre- 
pared for  formidable  river  batteries  (a  part  of  these  platforms  should  be 
prepared  for  siege  carriages).  Tou  will  most  probably  have  to  ezerdse 
your  ingenuity  in  mounting  the  guns,  as  the  supply  of  guns  is  very 
limited.  There  are  only  two  pile-drivers  in  this  vicinity,  both  steam, 
with  2,000-ponnd  hammers,  and  in  constant  use;  they  are,  moreover, 
mounted  on  boats.  They  should  be  sought  for  in  the  section  where  you 
are,  and  if  they  cannot  be  found  seek  to  have  them  made  where  you 
are ;  and  failing  in  tJiat,  if  you  will  send  on  drawings  of  the  hammers, 
&c.,  required,  I  will  order  them  to  be  executed  at  the  Tredegar  Works. 
While  our  founderies  and  machine-shops  are  so  overtask^,  and  the 
price  of  labor  and  iron  so  high,  I  do  not  think  screw-piles  at  all  advisa- 
ble. Before  approving  the  suggestion  of  repairing  the  steamboat  Cora, 
it  is  necessary  for  the  Bureau  to  have  an  approximate  estimate  of  the 
cost  Communicate  with  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French  respecting  provisions 
and  transportation  and  request  his  co-operation.  Capt  C.  H.  Dimmock, 
engineer  in  charge  at  Petersburg,  will  be  requested  without  delay  to 
forward  you  the  required  amount  of  intrenching  tools.  Your  call  for 
stationery  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 
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When  convenient,  please  send  a  foir,  legible  copy  by  a  dork  of  your 
oommanications  to  this  Bnrean. 

Very  respectfnlly,  yoar  obedient  servant. 

J.  P.  GILMBK, 
OoUmel  and  Ohitf  of  Engineer  Bh* 


SUBBISTENOB  DEPARTMENT,  G.  S.  A., 

Riehmondj  November  3, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Zebttlon  B.  Yanoe, 

Governor  of  North  OaroHnay  Raleigh : 

Sm :  By  order  of  Ool.  L.  B.  Hforthrop,  Commissary-General  of  Subsist- 
ence, who  has  written  to  you  fally  in  regard  to  purchase  of  certain  ar- 
ticles to  be  made  for  the  Subsistence  Department  of  the  Confederate 
States,  I  send  Mr.  Jacob  Parker  to  see  you  in  the  hope  you  have  ac- 
cepted the  position  which  Colonel  I^orthrop  has  felt  warranted  in  calling 
upon  you  to  undertake,  not  less  from  a  desire  to  avail  of  your  advantage 
of  position  than  from  a  conviction  of  your  patriotism  and  energy.  Mr. 
Parker  wishes  to  know  what  price  to  pay  for  hogs,  and  I  refer  to  you 
and  M%jor  Smith,  especially  yourself,  as  the  best  source  of  information 
on  that  head.  He  also  represents  that  speculators  are  ready  to  dog  his 
steps  as  soon  as  he  moves  and  asks  how  he  is  to  get  rid  of  them.  I  reply 
that  whatever  plan  you  may  recommend  will  have  tne  respectfol  con- 
sideration of  this  Bureau.  If  approved,  as  it  is  presumed  it  will  be,  the 
most  strenuous  efforts  will  be  tused  to  get  for  it  the  active  sanction  of 
the  War  Department. 

Very  respectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

FRANK  G.  BUFFOr, 
Mqior  and  Oommissary  of     ' 


Navy  Department,  0.  S.  A., 

Biekmond,  November  4, 1862. 
His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Yanob, 

Oovemor  of  North  Varolina : 

Sir  :- Commander  Cooke,  sent  by  me  to  North  Carolina  to  obtain  iron 
for  plating  the  gunboats  being  built  in  and  for  the  defense  of  the  State, 
has  returned  without  having  accomplished  this  object  He  reiK>rt8  that 
you  have  the  control  of  a  quantity  of  railroad  iron,  and  I  therefore  ad- 
dress myself  to  you  uiK>n  the  subject. 

To  enable  the  boats  to  resist  the  guns  of  the  enemy  their  armor  must 
be  at  least  4  inches  thick,  placed  at  an  angle  of  at  least  36^.  This  armor, 
from  the  limited  power  of  our  mills,  we  are  compelled  to  roll  into  plates 
2  by  7  inches  and  10  feet  long,  ana  to  put  them  on  the  vessels  in  two 
courses. 

If  you  will  let  the  Department  have  the  rails,  and  facilitate  its  trans- 
portation to  Bichmond,  they  will  be  immediately  rolled  into  plates  for 
the  vessels  in  question  and  for  such  othei  defenses  as  we  may  build  in 
the  waters  of  your  State. 

Commander  Cooke  will  remove  the  iron  if  you  consent  to  its  transfer, 
and  will  arrange  tiie  compensation  according  to  his  instructiona. 

Please  telegraph  your  reply. 

I  am,  respeotfdliy,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MALLOBY. 
Beeretary  1^  the  Nai9if. 
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ENOnVEEB  BXTBEAUy  i^OWmifT  4y  ISttS. 

Capt.  James  W.  Cooke, 

C.  8.  ya/vy,  White  JHaK,  N.  C.  : 

Captain:  Col.  Walter  Gwynn  sends  the  fDllowing  extract ftoni  a 
letter  of  years  to  him : 

Aooordinff  to  the  understanding  with  yon  in  Richmond  I  hare  oommenoed  work  ai 
White  HalL  and  if  yon  think  the  river  cannot  be  defended  in  time  to  protect  the  woik 
I  will  thank  yon  to  inform  me  of  the  fact  throngh  Colonel  Gilmer  or  the  Seoretaiy  of 
the  Nayy. 

To  which  Colonel  G.  replies  in  his  letter  to  me : 

My  opinion  ia  that  with  a  sufficient  force  the  obstmotlons  we  are  placing  in  the  Neoae 
Biver  can  be  defended  against  any  force  the  enemy  are  likely  to  send  against  it.  They, 
as  well  as  the  land  defenses,  will  be  completed,  I  think,  in  six  weeks ;  but  unless  the 
sonth  side  of  the  Nense  is  occupied,  if  the  enemy  possesses  any  enterprise  at  aU  they 
will  meet  aaroredly^  destroy  the  |^nnboat  which  Commander  Cooke  is  building  at  White 
Hall.  A  force  stationed  at  White  Hall  might,  however,  prevent  such  a  disaster.  Ton 
will  please  communicate  this  opinion  to  Commander  Cooke. 

If  fhrther  information  with  regard  to  troops  for  defense  be  desired  it 
is  re8i)ectfnlly  suggested  that  M%j.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  commanding  at 
Petersburg,  be  addressed  on  the  subject. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
OoUma  and  Ohi^  of  Engineer  Buream. 


ElVOnVBEB  B17BBAT7, 

fMrnomly  Fa.,  November  4, 1802. 

€k>L  Walteb  Gwnn^ 

Ikpt  of  Eastern  North  OarolinOj  GoUMarough^  N.  0.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of  October  31,  Just  re- 
ceived. Your  views  regarding  the  safety  of  the  Roanoke  Biver  and  the 
propriety  of  continuing  the  construction  of  a  gunboat  at  Hamilton  shall 
be  promptly  communicated  to  Oommander  James  W.  Gooke,  of  Uie 
Navy.  I  am  of  the  decided  opinion  that  the  cost  of  screw-piles  and  the 
difficulty  of  obtaining  them  renders  their  use  injudicious.  With  re- 
gard to  the  two  pile-drivers  called  for  by  you  I  would  suggest  that 
definite  descriptions  and  plans  should  be  prepared,  and  that  they  should 
be  executed  in  Petersburg.  The  Bureau  cannot  attend  to  such  details, 
and  the  workshops  of  Bichmond  are  so  crowded  with  work  for  the  Ord- 
nance Department  that  they  should  be  the  last  called  on  for  other  work. 
Three  thousand  pounds  each  strikes  me  as  an  excessive  weight  for  your 
hammers ;  1,200  pounds  would  be  far  better.  If  yon  need  another  as- 
sistant it  is  suggested  that  you  employ  Glaucus  £.  Olds,  a  member  of 
Capt.  William  W.  Carraway's  company  (unattached^,  of  the  Forty-first 
Regiment  North  Carolina  Troops.  The  company  is  now  at  Kinston. 
His  services  can  probably  be  secured  at  once  by  communicating  with 
his  captain,  and  in  the  mean  time,  should  you  desire  it,  an  application 
will  be  made  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  regular  detail. 
Very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
Colonel  and  Ohitf  of  Engineer  Buream. 
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HSADQUABTSBSt 

BichfMmd^  Va..  November  5, 18G2. 
M%j.  Oen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh, 

Camdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina^  Petersburg^  Va, : 

Oensbal  Your  letter  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  the  movements  of 
the  enemy  to  cnt  off  Colonel  Eadcliffe  is  received.  It  was  shown  to  the 
Secretary  of  Wsu[^  and  with  his  approval  I  telegraphed  General  Lee  at 
Onlpeper  Oonrt-House : 

General  French  urgently  asks  that  a  brigade  be  sent  to  him  at  onee.  Can  joa  send 
it  immediately  f  It  ia  needed.  I  think  a  mrision  shoold  in  addition  be  sent  here,  but 
this  is  not  so  immediately  argent. 

I  inclose  with  this  a  copy  of  a  note  addressed  to  me  by  Major  Beck- 
ham, ordnance  officer,  in  reference  to  arms  for  General  Bobertson's 
troops.    We  will  do  everjrthing  we  can  for  yen.    Keep  me  informed 
fially  npon  all  movements  of  importance. 
Bespectfiilly  and  tmly,  years, 

6.  W.  SMrrH, 

Mdf^'OenerdL 

P.  S. — I  have  written  to  the  Postmaster-General,  requesting  him  to 
establish  a  telegraph  station  at  Bocky  Mount,  between  Goldsboroogh 
and  Weldon. 


Bnodieeb  BUBEAT7,  November  6, 1862. 

Col.  Walter  Gwynn,  Ooldsboroughj  N.  0. : 

Colonel:  I  have  just  received  your  letter  bf  the  2d  instant  and 
hasten  to  reply  to  the  points  therein  presented.  In  reference  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  works  for  land  defense  on  the  I^euse  Biver  I  have  to  say  that 
the  lines  as  proposed  by  you  will  form  an  intrenched  camp,  and  as  each 
are  I  doubt  not  well  located.  But  this  is  not  the  character  of  the  de- 
fense indicated  by  your  instructions.  Owing  to  the  great  call  for  troops 
to  meet  the  enemy  whore  he  is  in  great  strength  the  force  that  can  be 
assigned  to  the  defense  of  the  Neuse,  Tar,  and  Boanoke  Bivers  must  be 
comparatively  small.  The  proper  defense  therefore  for  these  rivers  is  the 
one  named  in  the  instructions  heretofore  sent  from  this  Bureau  to  you 
for  your  government,  viz:  One  work  with  batteries  bearing  on  the  river 
and  the  obstructions  therein,  with  water  and  land  fronts  of  sufficient 
strength  of  profile  to  resist  an  assault,  thus  enabling  the  small  garrisons 
(as  small  they  must  be)  to  hold  out  until  a  succoring  force  can  relieve 
them.  Such  works  as  a  general  thing  can  be  enfiladed  from  surround- 
ing heights.  This  kind  of  work  must  be  first  established.  If  time  be 
allo\red  for  occupying  the  surrounding  hills  afterward  it  may  be  judi- 
cious to  do  so.  Intrenched  camps  may  have  to  be  made  by  the  troops 
when  they  are  concentrated  for  the  defense  of  a  particular  point.  The 
ground  at  Bainbow  Bend,  as  you  describe  it  (being  defended  in  part  by 
an  extensive  pond  and  swamp)  is  particularly  fietvorable.  The  line  you 
are  extending  across  to  rest  its  right  fiauk  on  these  natural  detenses  is 
no  doubt  judiciously  chosen^  but  you  will  not  lose  sight  of  the  impor- 
tance of  a  work  even  at  this  position  which  can  be  held  by  a  small 
garrison,  say  one  regiment.  I  will  call  the  attention  of  Major-Ctoneral 
Smith,  commanding  the  southern  portion  of  the  Department  of  Virginia, 
to  what  you  report  in  reference  to  want  of  concert  in  the  operations  of 
the  troops  in  your  vicinity.  I  approve  your  proposition  to  visit  the  city 
of  Petersburg  for  the  purpose  of  getting  pile-drivers  and  hands  skillea 
in  their  use  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  made  all  the  arrangements  for 
the  prosecution  of  the  works.    When  in  that  city  you  will  please  call  on 
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M^jorGeneial  French  and  confer  ftally  with  him  on  the  satrject  of  de- 
fenses for  the  livers  of  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

I  do  find  some  difficalty  in  reading  yonr  letters^  and  When  possible  I 
most  ask  yon  to  have  fair  copies  m^Le  for  transmission  to  this  Bnrean. 
The  engagement  of  the  assistant  yon  met  with  at  Tarborongh  must  be 
but  temporary^  as  application  has  been  made  for  the  detail  of  yonr  son 
for  service  at  tihat  place;  this  at  yonr  request 

It  has  occurred  to  me  that  mncn  can  be  done  to  aid  in  the  defense  of 
the  rivers  in  North  Carolina  l^  taking  fevorable  points  below  yonr  forts 
and  felling  a  large  number  of  trees  along  the  banks  and  getting  them 
in  the  stream  in  such  a  manner  as  to  lodge  and  form  irregular  tSRb  ex- 
tending long  distances  up  and  down  stream,  and  then  at  favorable  points 
along  the  banks  make  rme-pits  for  sharpshooters,  who  can  protect  the 
obstructions.  I  will  make  ever^'  effort  to  get  guns  to  arm  the  forts  you 
are  buOding,  but  it  will  not  be  possible  to  get  them  of  the  heaviest  cal- 
iber, and  suc^  as  we  can  get  wHl  probably  be  mounted  on  siege-carriages* 
I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
Ookmel  amd  Ohirf  of  Bn^ginser  BwreoM. 


BKonoESB  BXTBBAIT,  November  8, 1M2. 

Ool.  J.  OoBOAs,  Chief  of  Ordnanee : 

OoixmEL :  Defensive  works  are  in  course  of  construction  on  three  of 
the  most  important  rivers  of  Eastern  North  Carolina— on  the  Boanoke, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Hamilton ;  on  the  Tar,  near  Tarborongh,  and  on  the 
Neuse,  at  Kinston.  Anticipating  the  early  completion  of  these  works 
I  have  the  honor  to  make  a  requisition  for  the  armament.  This  in  each 
case  should  consist  of  five  rifled  guns  on  siegeH^arriages  of  such  caliber 
as  can  be  most  promptly  supplied.  Of  these  fifteen  guns  those  required 
for  the  Boanoke  will  probably  be  first  needed.  As  soon  as  any  of  these 
are  ready  I  x^espectf ully  request  to  be  notified  of  the  feet. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obe^Ment  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
Colonel  and  ChirfofEngiiieer  Buream^ 


State  of  Nobth  Cabolina,  Exeoutive  Depabtmxnt, 

BaUighj  November  8, 1862. 
Ool.  L.  B.  Nobthbop: 

Deab  Sib:  Your  communication  to  Gk>vemor  Vance  has  been  re- 
ceived, in  which  you  propose  to  avail  yourself  of  his  agency  in  procur- 
ing a  speedy  removal  of  the  hogs,  beeves,  pease,  beans,  and  potatoes 
fit>m  that  portion  of  the  State  ^  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy  or  acces- 
sible to  them."  His  Excellency  directs  me  to  say  in  reply  that  he  wHl 
most  cheerfally  undertake  the  task  which  you  propose  to  assign  to  him. 
He  is  of  opinion  that  the  energies  of  the  Department  should  l^  directed 
to  the  removal  of  those  articles  from  the  counties  which  are  threatened 
with  immediate  invasion.  All  the  counties  west  of  this  place  are  at 
present  safe,  and  if  a  supply  of  salt  can  be  procured  the  hogs  will  be 
cured  into  bacon,  which  can  be  procured  at  any  time. 

Yours,  very  respectftUly, 

DAVID  A.  BABNBSL 
Aide^e-Camp  to  Oovemor  Yamee. 
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Spboiai«  Obdebs,  ^    Adjt.  and  Ikspeotob  Oenebal's  Office, 
No.  262.  f  Eichmond,  Va^  November  8, 1862. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

VI.  Brig.  Oen.  W.  H.  O.  Whiting  is  assigned  specially  to  tbe  defense 
of  tbe  Gape  Fear  Biver.  He  will  proceed  to  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and 
enter  npon  that  dnty. 


By  command  of  Secretary  of  War : 


JISO.  WITHBB8, 
Aeeistant  Adjutant-OeneroL 


Obdnanob  Bxtbeait, 
Biehmondj  yoveniber  10, 1802. 
Hon.  Zbbttlon  B.  Yancb, 

Oovemar  of  North  OaroUna : 

SiB :  Colonel  Gorgas  requests  me  to  state  in  reply  to  your  favor  of 
the  8th  instant  that  the  Secretary  of  War  has  giyen  general  directions 
in  regard  to  the  equipment  of  fbrts,  and  that  Wilmington  will  not  be 
forgotten. 

Very  respeotfiLUy,  your  obedient  servant| 

T.  S.  BHETTy 
OoUmely  Inepeetor  of  Ordnamee. 


BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  November  11, 1802. 

Governor  Vance,  BoMgh^  N.  0.  .* 

Tours  of  the  9th  and  10th  received.  The  re-enforcements  sent  Evans^ 
brigade  is  all  that  is  now  disposable.  It  is  not  practicable  at  this  time 
to  roduce  the  command  in  Tennessee.  The  vigilance  of  deepest  interest 
watches  afGftirs  in  North  Oarolina.    We  will  t^  to  anticipate  the  enemy* 

JEFFEBSON  DAVIS. 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
Bkkmmdj  Va.j  November  11, 1882. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbench, 

Oommandingj  Petersburg j  Va.: 

The  Seci-etary  ol  Wai*  directs  that  you  send  four  regiments  to  the 
vicinity  of  Wiluiington  immediately — the  two  recently  withdrawn  fix)m 
there  and  two  others  to  be  selected  by  yourself.  He  suggests  that 
General  Clingman  be  assigued  to  command  them,  reporting  to  the 
commander  of  the  defonses  of  Gape  Fear  Biver,  Brig.  Geu.  W.  H.  G. 
Whiting. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

MaJor-OeneroL 

Hradquartebs, 
Bichmondy  Fa.,  Nove^nber  12, 1862. 
M%j.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbench, 

Commanding^  i0c.,  Petersburg^  Va, : 

Genebal  :  Since  my  telegram  of  yesterday,  directing  that  four  regi- 
ments be  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Wilmington  with  orders  to  report  to 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  W^biting,  commanding  defenses  of  Cape  Feaf 
Biver,  tbe  Secretary  of  War  has  requested  me  to  ask  your  views  in  re 
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gard  to  the  proper  geo^phical  boandary  of  the  district  abont  Wil- 
mington.  General  Whiting,  I  anderstand,  is  to  be  ordered  to  report 
directly  here.  I  sent  yon  a  telegram  to-day  informing  yon  that  the 
place  for  delivering  paroled  prisoners  was  changed  to  City  Point,  and 
directed  the  acUntant-general  (Mcyor  Melton)  to  send  a  letter  of  instmc- 
tions.  The  commissioner  (M%jor  Ould)  will  go  over  to-morrow,  and  I 
send  an  ofScer  of  my  staff  to  confer  with  yonr  ofScers  in  your  absence 
and  endeavor  to  assist  in  making  the  necessaiy  arrangements.  Gen- 
eral Lee.  ander  date  of  the  lOth  instanti  writes  that  when  the  regiments 
are  filled  by  oonscripts— 

They  oonld  sorely,  in  addition  to  those  yon  now  hare,  enahle  yon  to  secure  the  for- 
ase.  heef^  and  po»  In  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  This  is  Dot  only  important,  bnt 
will  be  neoessary,  in  my  q^nion.  w  insnxe  a  supply  of  pvorisions  for  the  army,  and 
I  hope  yon  will  use  every  effort  to  aocompliBh  it* 

This  he  writes  me  in  answer  to  my  letters  to  him  in  regard  to  matters 
in  yonr  deportment.  There  ean  be  no  question  in  regard  to  the  impor- 
tance of  secnring  the  supplies  referred  to,  and  I  am  perfectly  aware  of 
the  &ct  that  yon  are  and  have  been  for  along  time  of  this  opinion.  At 
the  same  time  always  keep  an  eye  to  Peterabnrg  and  Weldon  and  the 
railroad.  It  is  a  ddELeolt  qnestion  to  solve  and  a  hard  task  to  perform 
with  small  means.  The  division  I  asked  for  has  not  been  sent,  bnt  keep 
me  informed  of  the  exact  condition  of  afiBdrs,  and  I  will  do  everything 
in  my  power  to  support  and  assist  you.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  send  you 
the  heavy  guns  asked  for  at  the  obstructions.  WiU  write  you  more 
fully  upon  this  to-morrow.  Oolonel  Gwynn  called  upon  me  with 
Colonel  Gilmer  to-day.  He  was  requested  to  6ee  yon  in  person  without 
delayi  and  to  carry  out  your  views  and  instructions.  He  said  that  he 
would  do  so  cheerfully. 

Bespectfblly  and  truly,  yours. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

State  of  Nobth  Oabolina,  Ezeoutivb  Depabtmbnt, 

BdMghj  November  12, 1862. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis: 

My  Dear  Sib  :  I  have  accepted  the  proposition  of  Golonel  North- 
rop, Commissary-General,  to  collect  with  my  own  agents  all  the  supplies 
possible  in  Eastern  North  Carolina,  and  my  agents  are  already  down 
there  at  work.  Two  of  the  richest  counties  in  the  State  are  Gates  and 
Bertford,  and  I  am  extremely  anxious  to  strip  them  first.  It  is  neces- 
siiry,  however,  to  have  some  protection  and  assistance  from  the  troops. 
I  therefore  earnestly  request  that  yon  will  orddr  General  French  to 
send  Colonel  Ferebee's  Begiment,  Fifty-ninth  (who  were  raised  in  that 
l^ectiou),  with  a  section  of  artille^*^  to  Winton,  on  the  Chowan.  By  so 
doing  the  whole  county  of  Hertford  could  be  stripped  in  their  rear  and 
much  brought  across  the  Chowan  from  Gates.  It  seems  to  me  this  can 
be  done  with  great  advantage  to  the  service. 
Bespectfully,  &c., 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


State  of  Nobth  Carolina,  Exeotjtive  Department, 

Raleigh^  November  12, 1862. 
His  Excellency  President  Davis  : 

My  Deab  Sib:  AVill  you  do  me  the  favor  to  read  the  inclosed  letter f 
It  is  firom  a  highly  intelligent  and  patriotic  gentleman  iu  the  mountains 


772  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  E.  YIROINIA.  (Chap. 

of  ITortli  Carolina,  and  gives  a  tonohing  description  of  things  in  tiiat 
region  about  which  I  spoke  to  yon  when  in  Bichmond — ^in  regard  to  the 
propriety  of  exempting  it  from  any  farther  call.  The  greater  iM>rtion 
thereof  I  am  convinced  wonld  form  a  proper  object  for  the  exercise  of 
the  discretion  vested  in  yon  by  the  law.  Should  you  not  think  so  I  would 
be  glad  to  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  receiving  all  such  as  organized 
companies  for  the  defense  of  our  coast  this  winter. 
Very  respectfully, 

Z.  B.  YANGEL 

Near  Franklin,  November  3, 186SL 
Governor  Vanob: 

Dear  Sir  :  There  are  about  enough  men  in  Macon  Gounty  between  the 
ages  of  thirty-five  and  forty  to  make  one  company.  We  have  an  oppor- 
tunity, as  I  understand,  of  getting  into  Colonel  Folk's  battalion.  T^is  la 
preferable  to  going  as  conscripts.  I  am  requested  by  a  number  of  our 
most  respectable  citizens,  who  are  between  these  ages,  to  ask  you  whether 
in  your  opinion  any  other  alternative  will  be  presented  than  conscriptioo 
or  going  to  that  battalion.  We  have  no  hesitation  in  believing  that  it 
is  our  duty  to  stay  here  and  provide  for  the  helpless  while  it  is  in  our 
power  to  do  so.  Consultations  were  held,  and  it  was  agreed  in  fMnily 
councils  who  should  go  and  what  ones  should  stay.  Those  on  whom 
the  lot  fell  to  stay  in  many  instances  made  the  greater  sacrifice  of  feeling. 
But  we  have  taken  upon  us  charges  and  responsibilities  that  we  can- 
not throw  off  until  compelled  to  do  so,  or  until  there  is  a  certainty  that 
we  will  be  so  compelled.  Having  acted  conscientiously  in  the  matter 
we  feel  that  we  have  done  nothing  to  deserve  the  punishment  of  going  to 
the  army  discredited  by  conscription.  Before  we  are  taken  to  a  camp  of 
instruction  discredited  and  scattered  to  the  four  winds  we  ask  the  priv- 
ilege of  doing  what  we  should  have  done  long  ago  had  it  not  been  for  the 
earnest  api)eals  of  brothers  who  have  fallen  in  the  service  to  stay  and  take 
care  of  those  left  to  our  charge.  I  shall  venture  on  a  suggestion,  though  it 
may  seem  to  come  from  a  party  interested.  For  every  able-bodied  man 
taken  from  this  county  there  ought  to  be  an  able-bodied  man  retained. 
We  have  a  number  of  men  in  the  field  now  falling  very  little  below  tiiie 
namber  of  voters  in  the  county.  Our  people,  having  poor  facilities  for 
communication  with  other  sections,  have  learned  to  subsist  mainly  on 
the  immediate  production  of  their  own  labor.  Deprive  us  of  that  labor 
and  the  innocent  and  helpless  must  perish,  though  their  pockets  were 
filled  with  current  money.  You  know  all  about  men  and  their  powers 
of  endurance  for  their  wives  and  children.  They  can  turn  away  fh>m  the 
graves  of  comrades  and  brothers  firm  in  the  resolve  to  die,  as  they  have 
died,  for  the  sake  of  objects  coming  to  their  recollection  with  thoughts 
of  home.  But  what  consolation  or  encouragement  can  come  to  a  man's 
heart  in  an  hour  of  trial  from  a  home  where  the  helpless  are  perishing 
for  want  of  his  hands  to  provide! 

We  have  but  little  interest  in  the  value  of  sUives,  but  there  is  one 
matter  in  tiiis  connection  about  which  we  feel  a  very  deep  interest  We 
are  opposed  to  negro  equality.  To  prevent  this  wo  are  willing  to  spare 
the  last  man,  down  to  the  point  where  women  and  children  begin  to 
suffer  for  food  and  clothing;  when  these  begin  to  suffer  and  die,  rather 
than  see  them  equalized  with  an  inferior  race  we  will  die  with  them. 
Everything,  even  life  itself,  stands  pledged  to  the  cause;  but  that  our 
crreatest  strength  may  be  employed  to  the  best  ai Wantage  and  the  strng- 
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gle  prolonged  let  na  not  Baoriiioe  at  once  the  object  for  wUch  we  are 
fighting. 

I  have  not  thought  it  worth  while  to  dwell  in  argument  upon  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  mountain  people  c^n  subsist  after  taking  oat 
every  man  between  the  ages  of  eighteen  and  forty.  It  will  be  sufficient 
for  any  one  acquainted  with  this  section  to  pass  in  imagination  through 
almost  any  neighborhood  and  consider  the  matter  over.  In  a  short  dis- 
tance of  where  I  now  write  there  are  seven  tamiUeSy  living  on  adjoining 
lands,  and  the  only  man  to  be  left  for  them  all  is  ninety  years  old.  I 
have  mentioned  this  case  to  no  one  who  has  not  been  able  to  point  oat 
one  similar  to  it.  The  usual  means  of  subsistence  seems  to  be  cut  off 
from  great  numbers. 

I  shall  only  ask  you  to  reply  to  the  questions  presented  in  the  first  few 
sentences.  Knowing  the  press  of  important  matters  that  must  be  upon 
yoU|  it  is  with  reluctance  that  I  have  written  at  all,  and  was  only  in- 
duced to  bring  matters  to  your  notice  which  are  not  immediately  under 
your  control  by  the  request  of  a  number  of  citizens  that  I  should  do  so. 
With  great  respect,  yours,  truly, 

D.  W.  SILEB. 


BiOHMORD,  Ya.,  November  13, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  8.  G.  Fbbnoh, 

Oomnumding^  Peteralmrgj  Va. : 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting  having  been  assigned  to  Wilmington, 
N.  0.,  for  the  defense  of  the  Cape  Fear,  will  report  directly  to  Mbj.  Gen. 
G.  W.  Smith.    The  Secretary  of  War  desires  your  opinion  as  to  what 
slMidd  constitute  the  boundaries  of  the  proposed  Wilmington  District. 
Very  respectftdly,  &c, 

JASPBB  S.  WHITING, 
Asiietant  Adjutai^Oei^eraL 

Gaps  Feab  Distbiot, 
Warsaw^  N.  0.,  November  14, 18G2. 

]fi(J.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Oommandingy  <feo.,  Biohmandj  Va.  : 

Gekbsai.:  My  first  and  last  request  will  be  for  troops  the  instant 
they  are  available.  The  Department  is  undoubtedly  aware  of  the  im- 
minent need  for  them  for  tSie  defense  of  Wilmington.  The  fever  is 
abating  rapidly  and  there  will  shortly  be  no  danger  to  apprehend  as  to 
the  he^th  of  the  men.  Then  it  is  that  I  anticipate  trouble  from  the 
enemy,  who,  aware  of  the  undefended  condition  of  this  important  place, 
are  likely  to  strike  before  we  can  collect  our  resources.  The  peculiar 
features  of  the  site  of  Wilmington  as  regards  the  ocean,  the  harbor  at 
a  distance  of  24  miles  with  its  two  entrances,  the  river  and  the  surround- 
ing country,  make  the  presence  of  a  strong  maneuvering  force,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  stationary  batteries,  indispensable.  ]Sot  less  than  10,000 
effective  men  should  be  collectea  as  soon  as  possible,  together  with  five 
or  six  field  batteries.  I  hoi)e  the  Department  will  be  able  to  comply  with 
this  requisition,  which,  as  the  difficulty  of  the  position  is  so  well  known, 
will  not  be  considered  too  great.  The  batteries  might  be  drawn  from 
the  reserve  artillery  of  the  army,  which,  in  my  opinion,  was  always  in 
larger  force  tJian  required.  If  any  troops  are  on  hand  to  start  they  may 
be  sent  at  once  to  £u>rtheaBt  Station,  on  the  Wilnungton  and  Weldon 
Bailxoad. 
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2d.  There  is  now  on  the  Gape  Fear  upward  of  300,000  boBheU  of  ex- 
oiollent  rice  in  the  bams  of  the  planters  between  the  jcity  and  the  lower 
rice  lands.  The  crop  has  not  been  thrashed,  owing  to  various  obstacles. 
It  will  be  very  valuable  to  us  in  every  way,  both  for  food  and  forage, 
and  should  not  be  suffered  to  &11  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy ;  should 
there  be  danger  of  that  I  shall  destroy  it  In  the  mean  time  I  suggest 
the  purchase  of  the  whole  or  a  neater  portion  by  the  Commissary  and 
Quartermaster's  Departments.  The  planters  will  sell  to  the  (Government 
now  at  a  fJEur  more  reasonable  price  than  to  private  purchasei's,  and  as 
rice,  like  everything  else,  is  rising  in  value  it  will  be  well  to  secure  this 
important  article  of  food  at  once.  Please  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
Secretary  of  War  and  Oommissary-Geoerai  to  this. 

3d.  Please  to  send  me  the  authorityt  which  from  time  to  time  has 
been  issued  to  generals  in  command,  relative  to  the  securing  or  destruc- 
tion of  private  property  to  prevent  its  falling^  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy.  I  refer  especially  to  crops— cotton,  naval  stores,  lumlier,  &c,  of 
which  he  stands  so  much  in  need.  I  require  this,  as  I  shall  at  once  take 
all  means  in  my  power  to  secure  these  things  on  the  Gape  Fear. 

4th.  Instructions  as  to  the  proclamation  of  martial  law  in  districts 
menaced  by  the  enemy. 

Please  address  me  at  Wilmington. 
Very  respectfidly  and  obediently, 

W.  H.  G.  WHITINO, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Oinmiumdmg. 


Gape  Fear  District, 
Waraawy  N.  C,  Nwember  14, 1862 
Hon.  GEOBaE  W.  Randolph, 

Seeretary  of  Wary  Eiehmandj  Va. : 

Sir  :  I  beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Department  to  the  posi- 
tion of  Wihmngton  and  its  vital  importance  in  this  war.  There  are  now 
but  three  great  harbors  on  our  coast  not  in  possession  of  the  enemy — 
Gharleston,  Mobile,  and  Wilmington.  Of  these,  Gharleston,  though  its 
capture  would  be  a  severe  blow  to  us  and  an  occasion  of  great  triumph 
to  the  enemy  and  have  serious  effect  on  the  war  at  home  and  abroad, 
is  not  a  point  of  such  strategic  importance  in  the  present  position  of 
affairs  as  the  other  two.  Their  capture  destroys  two  great  arteries  of 
communication  now  more  than  ever  necessary  since  the  loss  of  the  Mis- 
siBsippi ;  cuts  two  great  lines  of  telegraph;  renders  Gharleston  of  little 
avail  to  us,  should  it  prove  impregnable,  as  an  importing  point  for  war 
material,  and  affords  by  rivers  and  roads  most  effective  basis  by  which 
the  enemy  may  extend  their  power  to  the  interior,  endangering  at  once 
the  armies  of  the  east  and  the  west,  on  which  now  the  hopes  of  the 
country  rest.  These  two  points.  Mobile  and  Wilmington,  are,  from  local 
circumstances,  exceedingly  difficult  to  defend,  the  latter  especially. 

I  speak  advisedly,  from  long  service  at  all  of  these  cities  in  the  en- 
gineer service  of  the  late  Unit^  States.  Though  nearly  all  that  may  be 
said  on  this  subject  in  regard  to  Wilmington  will  apply  locaUy  as  well 
as  generally  to  Mobile,  it  is  with  the  former  I  now  have  to  do.  It  is  of 
the  last  importance  to  hold  the  port  In  the  fall  and  winter  the  block- 
ade is  exceedingly  difficult,  owing  to  Cape  Fear,  a  dangerous  point  on 
the  coa»t,  which,  with  its  extensive  shoals,  extends  far  to  seaward  be- 
tween the  two  entrances  to  the  harbor.  The  prevalence  of  southeast 
weather  at  the  main  entrance,  while  it  is  very  dangerous  for  vessels  out- 
side, forces  them  to  the  northward  of  the  Gape  and  gives  easy  access  to 
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vesisela  running  the  blockade.  In  like  manner  the  nortliea«t  gales  drive 
the  enemy  to  shelter  to  the  southward  of  the  Cape  and  clears  the  ne^ 
inlet  or  upper  entranci*.  The  river  affords  great  facilities  for  building 
gunboats.  Two  are  already  there  ready  for  their  iron.  Their  comple- 
tion ought  not  to  be  left  to  chance,  for  either  of  them  would  com)>el 
most  extraordinary  preparations  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  and  undoubt- 
edly enable  us  to  hold  the  port  for  a  great  length  of  time,  and  time  id 
much  with  us  now.  Once  in  service  and  there  is  nothing  to  prevent 
the  building  of  a  fleet  of  similar  vessels.  Along  the  Sound,  in  the  im- 
mediate vicinity  of  the  river,  are  extensive  works  producing  3,000  bushels 
of  salt  daily.  This  important  supply  dei)ends  entii-ely  on  our  holdini>^ 
the  port.  I  mention  these  considerations  as  worthy  of  attention,  but 
subordinate  to  the  great  strategic  importance  of  the  plan  in  relation  to 
the  progress  of  the  war. 

As  to  its  defense  and  the  difficulties  of  the  problem,  it  will  be  seeu 
by  reference  to  the  map  that  the  two  entrances.  7  miles  apart,  sepa- 
rated by  Smith's  Island,  are  isolated  from  mutual  supi)ort  by  the 
river  itself.  As  the  works  defending  them  (not,  by  the  way,  of 
Btrength  commensurate  with  the  object)  are  liable  to  separate  attacks 
lK)th  by  sea  and  land  from  the  northwaid  and  southward,  the  support- 
ing force  is  liable  to  be  divided.  Iliis  difficulty  would  not  be  so  formid- 
able were  our  means  of  boat  transportation  greater,  but  as  we  stand 
It  is  very  much  so.  The  series  of  swamp  lands  and  bayous  which 
separate  Oak  Island  for  a  considerable  distance  from  the  mainland 
form  an  additional  and  serious  obstacle  to  the  relief  of  Fort  Gas- 
well,  the  work  designed  to  protect  the  main  entrance.  The  fall  of  one, 
though  so  far  apart,  will  necessarily  result  in  that  of  the  other,  and 
thus,  without  mutually  assisting  in  the  defense  of  either,  the  safety  of 
either  of  these  important  positions  depends  on  the  other.  This  is 
owing  to  the  fact  that  the  Gape  Fear  from  8  to  10  miles  from  the  mouth 
spreiuis  over  extensive  shoals,  with  the  channel  so  far  flrom  the  land 
that  artillery  can  scarcely  be  placed  so  as  effectually  to  prevent  the 
access  to  the  upper  river  from  being  cut  off,  and  with  it  the  river  com- 
munications to  the  forts.  In  addition,  though  the  forts  command  the 
entrances,  which  are  comparatively  narrow,  neither  of  them  have  any 
control  over  the  harbor  nor  the  inside  anchorages^  while  we  are  pre- 
vented by  want  of  means  from  increasing  our  battenes  on  the  mainland 
so  as  to  render  the  harbor  unsafe  for  the  enemy  after  a  successful  pas- 
sage of  the  entrances.  The  distance  of  the  city  is  an  unfavorable  ele- 
ment in  the  matter—* 21  miles  to  Fort  Fisher  and  28  to  Fort  Gaswell,  wit^ 
the  three  i*outes,  the  river  and  the  roads  by  either  bank.  The  roads 
are  extremely  heavy,  passing  through  tracts  of  deep  sand.  The  city, 
again,  tJiough  24  miles  from  its  harbor,  is  but  6  miles  from  the  sea,  and 
may  be  attacked  from  the  Sounds  by  way  of  Topsail  and  Swansborough 
without  any  attempts  on  the  forte,  and  this  in  the  present  position  of 
the  enemy  is  not  unlikely.  In  event  of  his  success  the  forts  must  fall 
without  resistance.  In  this  condition  of  things  the  presence  of  a  strong 
maneuvering  force  is  indispensable  and  its  necessity  immediate,  no 
matter  how  strong  we  may  be  able  to  make  the  tbrts  or  how  perfect 
the  arrangements  for  obstruction ;  and  as  both  our  means  and  time  are 
limited  the  supporting  army  must  be  in  readiness.  That  granted, 
though  the  odds  are  more  favorable  to  the  attack  than  the  defense,  the 
enemy  may  be  afraid  to  undertake  it.  I  have  mentioned  the  difficulties 
of  the  defense  to  show  how  urgent  is  the  neccbSity  of  the  force.  There 
is  another  consideration  which  deserves  attention.  The  fact  that  once 
in  his  possession  all  the  circumstances  now  so  &vorable  to  us  are  of 
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advantage  to  biin,  and  the  meana  to  drive  him  ont  must  be  so  extraor- 
diuary  and  80  dibproportionate  to  those  now  needed  to  defend  it,  that  I 
fear  we  sboald  be  altogether  nnable  to  regain  the  place.  The  Cape 
Fear,  navigable  to  Fayetteville,  gives  him  a  barrier  on  the  Hoath  im- 
passable to  OS,  near  the  city  especially,  where  the  river,  separating  into 
several  channels,  forms  directly  opposite  the  broad  and  swampy  rice 
lands  of  Eagle's  Island.  The  Northeast  Branch,  on  the  other  hand, 
with  the  great  Holly  Shelter  Swamps  extending  aloi!g  its  east  bank  for 
20  or  30  miles  and  close  to  the  Sounds,  would  entirely  defend  him  (taken 
in  connection  with  his  inexhaustible  means  of  support  and  re-enforce- 
ment from  the  seaward)  against  attack  from  the  northward.  All  the 
means  in  our  power,  therefore,  or  rather  all  that  can  be  spared  from 
points  equally  menaced,  though  perhaps  not  so  important,  should  be 
put  forward  at  once.  To  retain  this  position  10,000  effective  men,  with 
four  to  six  field  batteries,  is  the  least  force  I  can  recommend  as  the  sup- 
I)ortiug  corps  for  its  def<^nse.  If  this  cannot  be  had  we  must  trust  to 
God  in  what  we  have,  small  as  it  is,  and  the  blindness  of  the  enemy. 
Why  he  neglected  this  place  and  struck  at  New  Berne  is  more  than  I 
can  tell.  I  may  add  that  the  danger  of  its  reduction  is  more  imminent 
from  the  disorders  consequent  on  the  i)estilenoe  which  has  desolated 
the  unfortunate  city.  Preparations  have  been  suspended,  the  garrison 
reduced  and  withdrawn,  the  workshops  deserted,  transportation  ren- 
dered irregular  and  uncertain,  provisions,  forage,  and  supplies  ex- 
hausted. Unless  therefore  more  speedy  measures  for  re-enforcement 
and  relief  be  adopted  I  have  great  apprehensions  of  a  successful  eovp 
de  main  on  the  part  of  the  enemy.  Even  a  lodgment  or  the  snccessfcd 
passage  of  one  of  the  forts  by  even  one  or  two  of  his  gunboats  would 
be  a  most  serious  matter,  and  as  things  now  stand  there  is  little  to  pre- 
vent such  disaster.  Having  been  assigned  to  this  important  charge 
but  a  few  days  since  I  am  not  yet  prepared  to  say  whether  the  disposi- 
tions adopted  are  altogether  such  as  I  would  recommend.  No  doubt 
in  general  they  are  the  best  which  circumstances  yrould  permit.  It  is 
now,  however,  too  late  to  undertake  changes,  perhaps  idso  to  make  ad- 
ditions, unless  in  the  all  important  matter  of  the  supporting  troops,  and 
that  I  have  hurriedly  endeavored  to  set  forth. 

In  conclusion  I  beg  leave  to  refer  you  to  a  communication  of  this  date 
to  Major-General  Smith  relative  to  the  securing  of  the  large  amount  of 
rice,  &c.,  in  the  vicinity. 

Bespectfully  urging  these  remarks  upon  your  attention,  and  request- 
ing their  consideration  by  the  President,  I  remain,  very  respectiTullyi 
your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-OeBeralj  Oommamding. 


November  20,  1862. 
Beferred  to  M%j.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JOHN  A.  CAMPBELL. 

Bespectfhlly  returned. 

It  is  certainly  desirable  to  increase  the  force  at  Wilmington,  but  at 
present  I  have  not  the  means  of  doing  it.  An  extract  from  General 
Whiting's  letter  to  me  has  been  forwarded  to  General  Lee,  but  under 
present  circumstances  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  he  has  no  force  to 
spare.    General  Whiting's  remarks  about  the  rice  in  his  vicinity  have 
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boou  sabmitted  to  the  commaudiug  general.  When  the  preisBiire  of  the 
cueiny  on  the  north  will  permit,  forces  should, and  Iha^e  nodonbt  will, 
be  detached  south  of  Juntos  River.  Until  such  time  I  do  not  see  how 
the  permanent  force  at  Wilmiogton  can  be  materially  increased ;  but  in 
emergency  all  disposable  force  within  reach  would  be  sent  at  once  to  the 
support  of  this  or  any  other  important  point  in  imminent  danger  of  im- 
mediate attack  by  8ui)erior  forces. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Majar-Oenerdl. 

This  has  been  adequately  attended  to  by  General  Smith. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  na/r. 

Hbadquabtebs, 
Riehm&ndj  Va.^  November  14, 1862. 
Msj,  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnch, 

Oomdg.  Department  of  North  Carolinaj  Petersburg^  Va. : 

Gbmebal  :  Your  two  letters  in  regard  to  boundary  of  the  Wilming- 
ton District  and  report  of  your  recent  movement  against  the  enemy, 
with  inclosed  note  to  Secretary  of  War,  are  received.  I  will  lay  them 
before  tlie  Secretary  in  the  morning. 

A  letter  from  Governor  Vance  to  the  President,  dated  the  12th,  was 
referred  to  me  to-day.  The  Governor  requests  the  President  to  order 
that  certain  points  on  the  Chowan  be  occupied  by  troops.  I  recom- 
mended that  the  letter  be  sent  you;  that  yon  would,  without  further  in- 
structions, do  everything  for  the  best  interests  of  the  service.  1  con- 
gratulate you  upon  preventing  their  forward  movement,  and  only  regret 
that  they  retired  before  giving,  you  an  opportunity  to  punish  them. 
Three  guns  on  their  way  here  from  Wilmington  have  been  ordered  to  be 
turned  over  to  you  for  use  in  the  works  at  the  obstructions.  This  order 
was  given,  I  understand,  by  the  Ordnance  Bureau^  I  hope  to  be  able  to 
get  uioit;  guns  for  you  soon. 

The  Seci^tary  of  War,  on  the  application  of  the  Oommissai^  General, 
has  directed  that  no  permits  are  to  be  given  allowing  flour  to  be  shipped 
out  of  Virginia  for  private  use. 

Colonel  Ball,  from  Fredericksburg,  telegraphs  to-night  that  the  enemy 
are  moving  upon  him  in  some  force  and  asks  help.  Things  seem  to  be 
qniet  in  front  of  General  Lee.  General  Johnston  has  reported  for  duty. 
It  is  understood  that  be  will  be  ordered  to  the  army  in  Tennessee  and 
Mississippi. 

Bespectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mqfor-OeneriU. 


EXEOUTIYB  DePABTMBNT, 

Baleigkj  November  15, 1882. 
Hon.  S.  R.  Mallory, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Dear  Sir:  His  £xcellency  Governor  Vance  has  received  your  letter 
stating  that  he  had  the  control  of  a  quantity  of  raili-oad  iron  and  asking 
his  consent  to  have  the  same  rolled  into  plate  to  be  used  upon  boats  now 
being  built  in  this  State. 

His  Excellency  presumes  that  your  informant,  Commander  Cooke« 
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allncles  to  tho  iron  of  the  Atlantic  road.  The  Sbite  is  hut  n  stockliolilrr 
in  the  road,  a  large  portion  belonging  to  private  individuals.  A  racH't- 
ing  Qf  the  directors  of  the  company  has  been  called  and  your  proposi- 
tion wUl  be  submitted  to  them.    Their  decision  will  be  made  known  to 


you. 


Yours,  very  respectftiUy, 


DAVID  A.  BAKNES, 
Aide-de-camp  to  ike  Onremor. 


Hbaoquabtebs, 
Petersburgj  Fa.,  Kovemher  16, 1862. 

His  Excellency  Zbbul.on  B.  Yanoe, 

Oavemor  of  North  Carolina : 

GoviSBNOB :  Your  letter  to  the  President  of  November  11*  has  been 
referred  to  me,  in  which  you  represent  that  some  forty  persons  were 
aiTested  in  the  eastern  part  of  North  Carolina  and  sent  to  Salis- 
bury for  confinement.  I  have  invaiiably  instructed  officers  on  the  fron- 
tier not  to  molest  any  citizen  unless  they  had  positive  ))roof  of  his 
having  committed  offense  against  our  (Government  or  violated  its  ordi- 
nances, and  this  because  I  found  it  resulted  in  no  good,  for  often,  how- 
ever guilty,  nothing  could  be  proven  against  them,  and  when  liberated 
they  went  home  more  embittered.  Besides,  the  enemy  can  arrest  any 
number  of  our  fHends  for  each  one  we  may  arrest,  and  it  cannot  now 
be  prevented.  I  regret  that  Colonel  Eadcliffe  should  have  brought 
them  beyond  Tarborough.  I  will  write  to  Colonel  Badcliffe  to  have  £m 
make  out  charges  against  such  as  have  committed  offenses,  and  that  the 
others  at  least  be  sent  back  under  guard  by  way  of  Goldsborough  to 
Greenville,  to  return  to  their  homes  under  such  obligations  as  you  may 
impose  on  them.  These  obligations  will  readily  suggest  themselves  to 
you.  If,  however,  yon  wish  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  them  I  will  in- 
struct the  commandant  of  the  post  of  Salisbury  what  to  do  with  those 
against  whom  no  charge  is  made;  but  this  will  take  some  little  time. 
Yours,  very  respectftilly, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
Mq^orOenerali  Commanding. 

HEAOQUABTEB8, 

Petersburgj  Fa.,  November  17, 1862. 
M%j.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Army^  ike.,  Richmondj  Va. : 

Gbnbbal  :  When  I  was  on  the  Roanoke  Eiver  the  other  day  I  passed 
over  the  route  tor  several  miles  by  which  the  army  under  General  Foster 
advanced  and  saw  many  evidences  of  their  wanton  destruction  of 
private  property  and  heard  related  many  of  their  acts  of  cruelty  to  in- 
offensive citizens.  At  Hamilton  they  burned  from  sixteen  to  eighteen 
private  dwellings,  and  in  nearly  every  house  in  the  town  they  made  a 
forcible  entry  and  destroyed  aU  the  furniture,  broke  all  the  crockery, 
and  demolished  the  doors  and  windows.  They  entered  houses  by  the 
roadside  and  in  the  presence  of  the  inmates  destroyed  everything  in 
the  dwellings.  They  burned  all  bedding,  all  the  ladies^dresses,  and  stole, 
in  one  instance,  money  from  the  bosom  of  an  aged  lady  by  force.  They, 
in  pure  wantonness,  shot  cattle  and  hogs  by  the  roadside  and  in  the 
fields.  In  Williamston  they  quartered  their  horses  in  the  parlors  of 
dwellings,  and  in  that  place  also  destroyed  the  jail  and  other  buildings. 

*SM86Eietiy. 
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Under  tliis  coTidition  of  a£&iirH  I  write  you,  ami  request  you  to  lay  tbo 
matter  lM5fore  liis  Excellency  the  President  to  enable  him  to  consider 
the  propriety  of  having  Foster  and  his  officers  declared  to  be  no  longer 
entitled  to  be  regarded  as  soldiers,  and  that  they  have  forfeited  ail  claim 
to  the  benetit  of  the  cartel,  &c  I  have  written  to  Ex-Governor  Clark 
at  Tarborough  to  collect  the  facts  in  regard  to  this  malicious  destruc- 
tion of  private  property.  I  saw  two  carriages  which  they  had  stolen 
and  left  in  t^eir  camps  and  which  they  could  take  no  farther,  stripped 
of  curtains  and  otherwise  rendered  useless. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FRENCH, 
MajorOeneral^  Commanding, 

[ludonemeui.] 

Respectfully  referred  to  General  Fronch. 

It  is  better  that  General  French  should  address  a  letter  to  General 
Foster  inquiring  whether  these  outrages  were  committed  with  his 
knowledge  and  sanction,  informing  him  that  such  outrages  are  consid- 
ered as  forfeiting  the  right  to  be  treated  as  prisoners  of  war,  and  that 
the  action  to  be  taken  in  the  case  will  depend  on  the  answer  received 
from  him.  If  no  answer  is  received  within  —  days  it  will  be  considered 
that  he  admits  and  holds  himself  responsible  for  the  sets  charged. 

By  command  of  Mai.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith : 

SAML.  Vi.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant- General. 


State  op  Noeth  Gakolina,  Executive  Depabtmbnt,  • 

Raleigh,  N.  0.,  Novftmber  17,  1862. 
General  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Acting  Secretary  of  War : 

Deab  Sm :  His  excellency  (lovernor  Vance  received  a  communication 
from  your  immediate  predecessor,  Ilou.  G.  W.  Randolph,  in  which  he 
states  that  in  consequence  of  the  threatene<l  attacks  upon  the  railroad 
connections  in  the  edstern  portion  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia,  and 
our  inability  at  present  to  withdraw  from  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia 
re-enforcements  sufficiently  large  to  secure  ihose  connections,  it  is  con- 
sidered very  important  to  complete  the  Danville  and  Greensborough 
connection  as  speedily  as  possible,  and  asking  him  to  aid  in  procuring 
hands  to  work  npon  that  improvement.  His  Excellency  instructs  me 
to  say  that  he  will  most  cheerfully  give  whatever  assistance  he  can  con- 
sistently with  his  sense  of  duty  to  further  the  speedy  completion  of  thirf 
work,  but  t\t  the  same  time  he  hopes  it  will  not  be  improper  to  remark 
that  the  Government  should  at  all  hazards  and  at  all  times  defend  our 
present  railroad  connections  at  Weldon.  That  section  of  the  country  is 
of  the  utmost  importance  to  the  Government,  abounding  in  abundant 
supplies  for  the  army.  His  Excellency  must  decline  authorizing  or  rec- 
ommending the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  drafting  slaves  for  this  pur- 
pose. Vast  numbers  of  slaves  are  leaving  our  eastern  counties,  threat- 
•^ned  with  invasion,  and  their  owners  are  anxiously  seeking  employment. 
The  contractors  upon  the  work  can,  without  (he  interventiou'of  the 
public  authorities,  obtain  tne  most  abundant  supply  ot  liands  if  they  will 
ofter  fair  and  remunerating  prices. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

DAVID  A.  BARNES, 
Aide-de-Oamp  to  the  Oovemor» 
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Headquarters, 
Wilmington^  N.  C,  November  18, 1802. 

Miy.  Gcu.  GusTAVUS  W.  Smith, 

Commanding^  dcc.j  Biehmondj  Fa.  .- 

General:  It  appears  now  to  be  pretty  certain  that  the  enemy  have 
withdrawn  from  their  late  movemeiit  toward  Tarborongh  and  Weldon. 
What  may  be  their  next  move  is  only  matter  of  copjectore.  Early  in 
the  fall,  as  we  have  definitely  ascertained  by  spies  in  New  Berne,  an  expe- 
dition against  Wilmington  was  organized,  the  attack  to  be  made  firom  the 
direction  I  have  always  been  apprehensive  of— to  land  with  transports 
at  Topsail  Inlet,  22  miles  from  the  city ;  there  at  high  water  (10  to  12 
feet)  [troops]  may  enter  and  march  by  the  plank  hmmI  directly  on  the 
city.  This  plan  of  attack  is  the  most  to  be  feared,  and  the  one  of  all 
others  which  promises  success  to  the  enemy,  if  in  force.  Unless  we  are 
able  to  meet  and  beat  them  in  battle  all  the  forts  and  batteries  on  the 
river  fall,  without  the  necessity  of  firing  a  gan,  with  the  fall  of  the 
city.  After  these  movements  commence  it  will  be  too  late  to  re-eufiorce. 
Within  10  or  12  miles  of  the  point  of  landing  they  wonld  cnt  the  rail- 
road bridges  on  the  nortiieast  branch  of  the  Gape  Fear,  a  wide  and  deep 
river;  that  gone,  while  succor  is  cut  off,  retreat  is  also,  and  the  garri- 
son of  Wilmington  must  either  conquer  or  surrender.  My  want  of  troops 
you  know.  I  hope  at  least  six  field  batteries  may  be  spared  me,  which 
I  think  might  be  done  from  the  immense  reserve  artillery  of  the  Army 
of  the  Potomac,  a  train  seldom,  if  ever,  used  in  our  late  campaign.  I 
have  also  great  need  of  cavaliy.  A  very  large  extent  of  coun^  has  to 
be  picketed  and  I  have  not  exceeding  100.  They  are  especially  neces- 
sary to  prevent  communication  with  the  enemy's  blockaders,  who  skirt 
the  coast  daily  20  or  30  miles  on  each  side  of  the  harbor.  A  regiment 
would  be  none  too  many.  1  have  already  represented  the  number  of 
infantry  which  I  think  is  the  least  should  be  on  hand.  I  will  forward 
you  as  soon  as  possible  a  report  and  sketch  showing  our  means  of  de- 
fense and  their  location.  I  find  everything  in  confusion^  owing  to  the 
pestilence,  and  works  in  many  cases  stopp^  or  left  unfimshed. 

It  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  a  telegraph  office  should  be 
established  at  Magnolia,  half-way  between  Goldsborough  and  Wilming- 
ton; this  on  account  of  running  the  trains  with  troops  over  theWU- 
mington  and  Weldon  liailroad  (the  distance  to  Goldsborough  fW)m  here 
being  82  miles,  too  far  without  a  station),  aud  also  because  at  this  point 
(Magnolia)  wo  can  procure  from  the  pickets  the  earliest  information  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy  from  New  Bei-ne  and  Beaufort*  Will  you 
ask  accordingly  T 

Very  respectfidly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneral^  Commanding, 


Headquarters, 

Wilmingtony  November  19, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Jordan, 

Chief  of  Staff  J  Charleston  : 

General.  :  I  have  to-day  sent  over  to  Charleston  three  negroes  belong- 
ing to  Nassau,  W.  I.  They  formed  part  of  the  crew  of  a  small  schooner 
wUch,  loaded  with  salt,  was  endeavoring  to  run  the  blockade  on  Monday 
last,  but  being  cut  off  from  Wrightsville  Inlet  was  beached. 

Tne  enemy  sent  a  part^  on  shore,  of  whom  a  lieutenant,  2  midship- 
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men,  and  10  sailors  were  captared  by  oar  pickets,  together  witb  the 
negroes,  whom  the  enemy  had  taken.  The  captain  of  the  vessel  waa 
al80  rescne<1.  I  think  they  should  be  placed  at  the  di8i)osal  of  the  Brit- 
ish consul. 

They  certainly  were  endeavoruig  to  help  us.  I  have  therefore  sent 
thc^m  over  to  Charleston,  where  there  may  be  a  chance  for  them  to  re- 
tain to  Nassan. 


Very  respectfolly, 


W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Commanding. 


Bdqrs.  Deft,  of  South  Carolina  and  Georgia, 

CJiarleston^  S.  0.,  November  20,  1862. 

Cannot  Messra.  John  Fraser  &  Co.  find  employment  for  these  negroea 
on  tlieir  steamei's  f 
Eespectfally, 

THOMAS  JOKDAN, 

Chief  of  Biaf. 

Headquarters, 
Richmond^  Fa.,  November  19, 1862. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French, 

Commandingj  Ae.^  Petersburg^  Va, : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  this  date  has  been  received.    I  have  sent 
yon  to-day  a  battery  of  two  30poander  Parrott  gans,  fully  furnished 
with  horses  aud  men.    They  >vill  arrive  to-morrow. 
Respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-OenerdL 

Headquarters, 
Wilmingtonj  N.  C,  November  20, 1862. 

Mfij.  Gen.  Gustayus  W.  Smith, 

[Acting]  Secretary  of  War,  Bichmandj  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  been  informed  that  at  least  a  week  since  you  di- 
rected five  regiments  to  be  sent  here,  including  the  two  (Kadcliffe's  and 
CantwclFs)  fonuerly  here;  but  one  (Cantwcll's)  has  arrived ^  the  others 
are  said  to  be  retained  by  order  of  Mcyor-Geueral  Fi*ench.  Time  is  press- 
ing. I  cannot  more  clearly  explain  the  necessity  for  troops  than  I  have 
done  to  the  late  Secretary,  nor  can  I  diminish  the  estimate  I  conceive 
the  necessity  of  the  case  requires,  viz,  10,000  infantry  and  six  batteries. 
My  information  from  New  Berne  and  firom  the  examination  of  prisoners 
leads  to  the  belief  that  the  enemy,  fhlly  aware  of  the  defenseless  state 
of  Wilmington  against  a  land  attack,  intends  a  speedy  movement,  know- 
ing that  on  account  of  the  force  we  shall  be  found  unprepared.  Against 
a  naval  attack  I  am  not  so  apprehensive,  but  it  is  now  easily'  in  their 
}.ower  to  neutralize  all  our  sea-coast  and  river  defenses.  A  small  de- 
tachment can  but  prove  a  bait  aud  must  necessarily  be  sacrificed.  It 
would  be  better,  if  troops  are  not  to  be  or  cannot  be  sent,  to  do  without 
rather  than  lose  the  few  here  and  the  place  too,  as  must  inevitably  be 
the  case  should  the  attack  be  made  by  the  land  approach ;  for  the  gar- 
rison of  Wilmington  in  that  event  there  is  no  retreat.  I  earnestly  hope, 
if  it  is  intended  that  this  important  point  be  held,  that  dispatch  will  be 
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ased  in  providing  a  saffloient  number  of  troops.  Yon  ore  donbUeM 
aware  that  within  a  few  honrs  of  the  landing  of  the  enemy  at  Topsail 
Inlet  (should  he  attack  by  land)  communication  with  any  point  north 
of  this  will  be  cut  off  entirely  by  his  destroying  the  railrcMid  bridge  on 
the  northeast,  not  far  from  abreast  of  his  landing,  and  I  cannot  hope  for 
any  aid  from  south  of  this.  I  have  only  then  to  assure  yon  that  after  his 
demonstration  commences  and  attack  here  is  indicated  it  will,  unless 
providentially  otherwise  ordered,  be  too  late  to  re-enforc& 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-OeneraL,  Oimmand^. 

[iBiloraeaieBtft.] 

Referred  to  General  Smith. 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

BiOHHOND,  Ya.,  November  26, 1862. 

itespectfully  forwarded  with  suggestion  that  the  Governor  of  North 
Oarolina  be  requested  to  furnish  all  the  aid  that  he  can  to  General 
Whiting,  at  Wilmington,  and  that  the  substance  of  this  letter  be  laid 
before  General  Lee  for  his  consideration  and  such  action  on  his  part  as 
the  exigency  demands,  so  &r  as  it  may  be  in  his  power  to  furnish  assist- 
ance, l^ere  are  no  available  troops  for  such  a  purpose  in  and  about 
this  city,  and  there  are  too  few  in  North  Carolina  to  successfhlly  resist 
a  determined  attack  in  force  upon  any  one  of  its  many  important  points 
within  easy  reach  of  the  enemy.  I  send  a  copy  of  this  letter  and  in- 
dorsement to  General  Lee. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-Oei/eroL 

Headquabtbbs, 
WUmingtony  N.  C,  November  21, 1862. 

Miy.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

[Aeting]  Secretai^  of  Wavj  Richmond^  Ya. : 

General  :  In  the  event  of  the  general  movements  of  the  enemy  in 
the  winter'8  campaign  bringing  about  a  concentration  of  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac  near  to  Richmond  and  the  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the 
troops  to  North  Oarolina,  I  respectfully  apply  for  the  brigacle  of  Gen< 
oral  Pender's  North  '  arolina  Troops  and  that  of  General  Law,  now 
conmsting  of  three  North  Carolina  regiments  and  the  Fourth  Alabama; 
also  for  Captain  Beilly's  battery  to  be  included  in  the  number  to  be  sent 
here.  Will  you  please  to  refer  this  to  the  Secretary  of  Wart  Gheneral 
Clingmdn,  who  reported  for  duty  yesterday,  informs  me  that  nearly  ten 
days  ago  you  ordered  the  two  regiments  lately  taken  from  here,  together 
with  two  others,  to  be  moved  back  to  this  place.  Only  one  has  arrived 
(Cantwell's).  Kaddiffe's  and  the  other  two  have  been  detained  by 
Major-General  French  near  Kinston.  I  can  add  nothing  more  forcible 
to  my  explanations  heretofore  given  of  the  weakness  and  necessities  of 
this  point.  I  am  sure  the  Department  and  yourself  are  fully  aware  of 
all  the  circumstances.  Information  has  been  received  fh)m  a  spy  that 
the  enemy  havo  concentrated  quite  a  large  force  of  troops  (upward  of 
20,000,  it  is  said)  on  Boanoke  Island,  part  of  which  came  fbom  New 
York  and  part  from  the  vicinity  of  Suffolk,  intended  for  an  expedition, 
according  to  camp  talk^  against  this  place.  However  that  may  be, 
lioauoke  Island  is  certainly  a  favorable  point  for  preparing  and  fitting 
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ont  the  reqnisite  transportatioii  for  Booh  an  expedition,  and  considering 
the  difficnlty  we  Khonld  have  in  obtaining  early  information  of  any 
movement  from  lioanoke  Island  its  selection  shows  jndgmeut.  If  such 
an  attempt  is  to  be  made  from  there  onr  first  intimation  of  it  will  prob- 
ably be  from  the  pickets  at  Topsail,  22  miles  off,  too  late  for  efficient 
support.  As  things  stand  :iow  I  could  hardly  hope  to  offer  opposi- 
tion enough  to  enable  me  to  destroy  the  city.  By  examining  the  maps 
of  this  vicinity  you  will  see  that  attack  coming  along  the  plank  road 
from  the  Sounds,  the  garrison  of  the  town  and  the  two  sides  of  the  river 
have  no  mode  of  escape.  The  river  and  its  branches  are  wide  and  deep 
and  our  water  transportation  is  not  sufficient  to  allow  of  the  escape  of 
even  the  field  batteries.  The  forward  condition  of  one  of  the  gunboats 
now  building  h^re:  the  large  amount  of  valuable  property  in  crops,  ma- 
chinery, &c.,  all  of  which  ought  to  be  destroyed  rather  than  that  the 
enemy  should  get  them,  makes  me  perhaps  importunate  in  my  appeaL 
As  things  stand  it  is  my  intention,  unless  otherwise  ordered,  in  case  of 
attack  in  force  by  land  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  troops  estimated 
as  necessary,  to  destroy  all  I  can,  even  to  burning  the  city  to  the  ground. 
Very  resjiectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Oammanding. 


Ghablbston,  November  21,  1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Thomas  Jobdan: 

Sm:  We  have  received  and  read  General  Whiting's  letter,  addressed 
to  you,  in  reference  to  some  negroes  captured  from  the  enemy.  We 
have  no  knowledge  of  them,  and  are  sorry  to  say  have  no  steamer  here, 
having  recently  lost  one  on  the  Gape  Fear. 

Thanking  you  for  your  kind  attention  we  beg  to  say  that  we  will 
eheerfhlly  cany  out  your  wishes  hereafter  and  by  first  opportunity. 
Yours,  very  respectfully, 

JNO.  FBASEB  &  GO. 


Headquastbbs, 
Wilminfftonj  N.  0.,  November  22,  1862. 
M^j.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Commanding^  &c,y  Richmond^  Va.: 

Gbnebal  :  Several  days  since  I  called  the  attention  of  the  Secretary 
of  War  to  the  very  important  matter  of  the  crops  of  rice  in  this  vicinity. 
I  advised  the  purchase  by  the  Gommissary  Department  of  the  lot.  I 
have  had  no  reply.  The  planters  will  sell  to  the  Government  for  $2,  a 
most  reasonable  price,  cousideriug  especially  the  shortness  of  the  crops 
and  the  relative  value  of  com  and  rice,  the  former  having  reached  $1.75, 
while  its  customary  value  is  not  more  than  half  that  of  rice.  To  spec- 
ulators they  ask  a  higher  price.  The  result  will  be  that  unless  taken 
now  we  must  eventually  either  destroy  it  or  the  Government  will  have 
to  pay  two  or  three  i)rice8.  I  shall  be  compelled,  I  fear,  to  destroy  it, 
and  also  much  other  valuable  property.  It  is  two  weeks  since  my  first 
representation  of  the  critical  condition  of  this  important  point,  second 
now  only  to  Mobile  iu  its  effects  upon  the  war,  and  so  far  one  regiment 
has  been  sent  to  me.  I  have  asked  but  a  moderate  number  (10,000  men 
and  six  batteries)  wherewith  to  oppose  from  15,000  to  20,000  men  con- 
centrating in  N(»\v  Berne  and  Roanoke,  with  at  least  the  reported,  cer- 
tainly the  probable,  purpose  of  Jittackiug  this  place.  No  answer  has 
been  given  me  in  the  premises.    I  have  explained  also  the  defenseless 
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condition  of  the  place  against  the  attack  snie  to  come.  By  water  we 
may  be  regarded  as  tolerably  secnre.  Unfortanately  the  enemy  win 
not  take  that  way,  or  will  only  approach  that  way.  My  antagonist  is 
soldier  enough,  and  in  addition  has  been  stationed  here  long  enough  to 
know  the  best  way  to  attack  the  city,  the  batteries,  the  harbor,  and 
the  forts.  He  will  adopt  that  way — the  attack  from  the  Sound. 
Againsl  that  advance  I  have  now  but  700  inffintry  and  about  300  heavy 
artillery,  with  two  or  three  companies  of  Partisan  Eang^.  In  oppos- 
iDg  this  attack  the  garrisons  of  Forts  Fisher,  Caswell,  Saint  Philip,  and 
other  batteries  cannot  be  taken  into  account.  They  must  man  the  bat 
teries  whether  the  enemy  attack  the  river  or  not.  If  the  Grovenunent 
intends  to  send  me  troops,  please  let  me  know.  If  it  cannot,  I  will  en- 
deavor to  save  what  can  be  saved  from  him,  and  as  there  is  no  mode  of 
retreat  from  this  position  I  will  also  make  preparation  to  destroy  the 
city.  The  enemy  may  then  find  the  garrison  among  the  ruins. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITHTG, 
lier-Oeneral^  Cammandimg. 


Hbabqxjabtbbs  Arky  op  Nobthbbn  Viroinia^ 

November  23, 1802. 
M%j.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith. 

Cammandingy  dke.^  Biehmondj  Va,: 

General:  My  letter  of  yesterday  to  the  Adjutant  and  Inspector 
(reneral*  contains  all  the  information  I  possess  relative  to  General 
Buruside's  army.  There  are  no  indications  of  his  future  movements  or 
plans.  His  apparent  present  inaction  leads  me  to  apprehend  that  he 
may  be  preparing  to  transfer  his  army  to  some  other  quarter,  as  his 
position  is  such  as  to  render  it  extremely  difficult  to  obtain  inibrmation 
as  to  what  may  transpire  in  his  rear.  Scouts  are  on  the  watch,  but 
they  have  to  make  so  large  a  circuit,  both  right  and  left,  that  great  de- 
lay necessarily  occurs  in  receiving  the  information  they  obtain.  I  have 
therefore  thoaght  it  advisable  to  request  that  you  will  endeavor  to  ob- 
tain accurate  hiformation  of  what  may  be  transpiring  south  of  James 
Biver  and  to  take  measures,  if  possible,  to  be  informed  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable of  the  approach  to  our  waters  of  any  transports  or  vessels.  I 
shall  endeavor  to  have  watch  kept  on  the  Potomac  of  the  movements  of 
vessels  down  that  river,  as  it  is  very  dif&ciilt  to  approach  Aqaia  Creek. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  C  liBIii, 

OeieraL 


Headquarters, 
Petersimrg,  Va.,  November  24, 1862. 

Gov.  Zbbulon  B.  Vanoe,  Raleigh,  N.  0 : 

Dear  Sir  :  When  I  Joined  our  forces  that  were  assembled  near  Tar 
borough  I  was  very  forcibly  stixiek  with  the  want  of  positive  and  accu 
rate  iuformation  as  respected  the  force  of  the  eueuiy  uuder  General 
Foster  as  well  as  to  the  roads  along  which  he  was  advancing,  and  which 
imi)ortant  information  I  thiuk  could  and  should  have  been  conveyed 
to  General  Martin  by  the  inhabitants  residing  along  the  line  of  hi? 
itiarch.  To  remedy  such,  or  rather  to  provide  for  the  ascertaining  ot 
nil  movements  of  the  enemy  on  any  future  advance,  permit  ino  to  sng- 

'~  *  See  Series  I,  Vol.  XXI,  p.  1086.  ~ 
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gest  that  yon  cause  in  all  tlie  eastern  connties,  as  f^r  as  practioal,  the 
eDrollment  of  all  persons  capable  of  bearing  arms  into  companies  (that 
are  not  conscripts),  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  watch  the  enemy,  and  on  any 
movements  taking  place  to  hover  on  his  line  of  march  and  give  infor- 
mation and  join  our  forces  as  guides  and  skirmishers ;  these,  on  being 
enrolled,  to  meet  occasionally  for  drill  and  consultation  under  their  offi- 
cers as  to  what  each  shall  do  on  the  occasion  and  arrangement  of  places 
of  rendezvous;  the  roUs  of  such  companies  to  be  sent  to  Bichmond  to 
put  them  in  the  Confederate  service,  but  not  to  serve  unless  such  occa- 
sion for  local  service  be  required ;  the  sole  object  of  putting  them  in 
the  Confederate  service  being  that  should  any  be  taken  prisoners  thoy 
can  be  exchanged.  No  troops  in  the  service  of  any  State  when  taken 
prisoners  can  be  exchanged,  the  United  States  Oovemment  only  deal- 
ing with  the  Confederate  Government.  These  men  can  and  must  re- 
main at  home  just  as  though  not  in  service  until  their  officers  call  them 
out  on  the  approach  of  the  enemy.  All  the  details  of  these  duties  can  be 
arranged  by  the  men  and  officers  when  they  assemble,  the  whole  being 
more  particularly  to  gain  and  give  information  and  act  as  guides  when 
necessary.  Such  a  company  as  this  for  local  purposes  I  commanded  in 
Mississippi  long  before  secession  and  for  domestic  tranquillity  at  home. 
A  very  heavy  penalty  was  attached  to  anj'  member  who  did  not  assem- 
ble with  his  gun  and  ammunition  at  one  of  the  rendezvouses,  or  at  the 
nearest  rendezvous  to  the  point  where  his  servicer  might  be  required, 
on  notice  fix)m  any  member  of  the  company ;  consequently  each  knew 
he  would  meet  the  others  there.  By  such  a  system  as  this  all  approach 
of  the  enemy  could  be  made  known  and  all  preparation  be  made  to  meet 
him  more  successfully  by  our  army.  I  deem  it  much  preferable  to  call- 
ing out  militia  and  taking  them  fjrom  their  homes.  Besides,  this  is  a 
i-cvolution  of  the  people,  and  those  out  of  the  army  are  as  deeply  inU^r- 
ested  as  those  mustei*ed  into  the  service.  All  good  citizens  must  aid. 
It  has  been  truly  said  that  *<  when  a  people  are  suddenly  called  npcn 
to  fight  for  their  liberty  and  are  sorely  pressed  upon,  the  last  fielH  of 
battle  is  the  floors  upon  which  their  children  have  played;  the  cham- 
bers where  the  family  of  each  man  has  slept ;  upon  and  under  the  ro«if n 
of  which  they  have  been  sheltered ;  in  the  gardens  of  their  recreations ; 
in  the  streets  or  in  the  marke^place ;  before  the  altars  of  their  temples 
and  among  their  congregated  dwellings,  blazing  and  uprooted ; "  and  if 
the  people  cannot  do  aH  or  part  of  this,  they  can  organize  and  ambush 
the  enemy  by  the  wavside  and  dog  his  steps  and  harass  him  at  er^- 
swamp  and  crossing  in  those  counties.  Some  of  the  best  and  most  in- 
fluential citizens  shonld  by  their  presence  and  example  be  with  the  par- 
ties engaged  in  obstructing,  the  rivers,  and  not  sit  idle,  smoking  the 
pil)e  of  i)eace  by  their  iiamify  firesides  and  calling  solely  on  our  tw^* 
soldiers  to  do  all.  We  must  all  unite  against  a  common  and  h;*:'.«f»tf..«.A 
enemy2who  disregards  most  of  the  customs  of  civilized  v  .: 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FBBNCH, 
Mt^ar-Chneral^  Commanding, 

WUmingtan,  N.  0.,  November  26, 180^. 
Major-Oeneral  Fbbngh, 

Commanding  District^  Petesburg^  r  t*. . 

General:  Tours  of  the  2dd  instant  is  received.    I  hope  Badcliffoo 
regiment  will  be  on  shortly  as  well  as  Faison's.    The  attack  on  W??. 
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mington  will  be  by  land  from  Topsail.  Possibly  a  feint  or  diversicMi 
simnltuneoaRly  may  be  attempted  with  gimboats  ou  the  outer  harbor. 
I  have  reported  to  the  Deprirtraent  10,000  infantiy.  six  batteries  of  ar- 
tillery, and  one  regiment  of  cavalry,  as  the  very  least  force  by  which 
Wilmington  can  be  rendered  secare  against  an  advance  ftom  the  Sound. 
While  the  Department  agrees  with  me  in  this  necessity,  we  are  so  pressed 
everywhere  that  doubtless  it  will  be  unable  to  comply.  You  remark, 
in  regard  to  co-operativeness,  ''if  Wilmington  is  attacked,  will  send  yon 
assistance."  It  must  be  observed  that  if  the  attack  is  waited  for  it  will 
be  too  late  to  send  assistance.    With  their  advance  from  the  Sound  they 

would  of  course  cut  off  the  railroad  bridge  over  the  W E , 

and  the  garrison  here  can  neither  be  relieved  nor  can  it  retreai'  against 
such  an  approach.  The  ^tillery  on  the  river  cannot  be  counted  au  cle- 
ment in  the  defense.  In  any  case  they  must  remain  at  their  bat^rries. 
Glingman's  brigade  ^when  complete),  Young's  small  battalion,  a:ii  one 
battery  is  all  that  is  nere  for  the  defense  of  the  place. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Cammandimg, 


HSADQXTABTEBS, 

WilmingUmj  N.  0.,  November  26, 1M2. 

Mjy.  Gen.  GusTAVUS  W.  Smith, 

Commaunding  District^  Richmondy  Fa. : 

General  :  Yours  of  the  21st  is  received  to-day.  I  regret  as  you  do 
the  inability  to  supply  the  troops  I  deem  necessary  to  secure  this  place. 
I  was  afraid  of  it,  but  it  was  necessary  to  represent  exactly  the  state  of 
affairs  and  the  necessity  in  the  premises.  We  must  do  the  best  we  can. 
I  have  been  in  hopes  that  possibly  a  few  thousand  men  might  be  spared 
from  the  western  army  for  the  winter  on  this  coast  if  not  from  G^eral 
Lee.  The  river  defenses  here  are  in  pretty  good  order,  and  seem  to  be 
well  designed.  Fort  Caswell  is  weak.  If  the  river  was  the  only  route 
of  the  enemy  to  this  city  I  think  he  would  find  it  difficult.  Day  before 
yesterday  a  steamer  entered  New  Biver  and  steamed  up  several  miles. 
1  ordered  the  only  light  battery  I  have  to  attack  her.  Have  not  yet 
heard  frt)m  it.  General  French  seems  to  be  under  Uie  impression  that 
I  am  under  his  command.  Will  you  please  to  inform  him  that  by  the 
express  direction  of  the  War  Department  I  report  to  you  for  orders  f  I 
shall,  of  course,  keep  him  advised  of  everything  that  attains,  with  a 
view  to  cordial  co-operatiou,  but  I  am  not  under  his  orders. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigaiur'Oetmralj  Oemmamdhif. 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
Ekhmandj  Fa.,  Natember  20, 1882. 
General  B.  E«  Lbb, 

Oomdg.  Army  o/Nertkem  Fa.,  Frederit^burgy  Va.: 

GiSNERAL :  Your  letter  of  the  23d  was  received  at  the  Point  of  Books 
oii  Monday  afternoon.  Instructions  were  given  to  General  French  and 
BHi^adier-Generals  Wise  and  Daniel  to  take  effective  measures  for  pro- 
curing t lie  earliest  practicable  information. 
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lu  the  absence  of  perfectly  couplusive  and  de.toite  infoimation  overy- 
tbing  tends  U>  coulirm  tbe  impression  tliat  tbe  enemy  are  pieparing  to 
strike  determined  blows  soatb  of  tbe  James  Kiver.    I  feel  grave  appro- 
bensions  for  tbe  safety  of  Wilmington.    Besides  tbe  artillery  garrisons 
of  tbe  forts  and  batteries  tbere  are  only  four  regiments  of  infantry  at 
tbat  point.    Evans'  brigade  is  at  Einston^  witb  a  superior  force  of  tbe 
enemy  at  New  Berne,  threatening  Goldsborougb.    At  Weldon  tbere  are 
only  about  two  cavalry  regimente,  under  General  Bobertson,  being  in- 
structed.   Tbe  enemy  are  pressing  upon  tbe  Blackwater  to  sucb  an 
extent  tbat  General  Frencb  bas  ordered  down  to  tbat  line  four  regi- 
ments of  infantry,  in  addition  to  tbe  two  of  cavalry,  and  sent  all  Ms 
available  artillery,  including  the  two  30-pounder  Parrott  guns  with 
Dabney's  company,  from  here.    This  leaves  two  regiments  in  Peters- 
burg besides  one  regiment  local  guard  in  tbe  town.    In  accordance  witb 
your  letter  the  Fifty -ninth  Georgia  and  the  battery  were  withdrawn 
from  tbe  South  Anna  Eailroad  Bridges  after  the  20th  instant.    I  would 
be  glad  to  have  the  four  Mississippi  companies  of  in&ntry  ordered  to 
rejoin  their  regiment  here,  and  would  suggest  that  Colonel  Ball's  cav- 
ali-y.  and  the  battery  attached,  be  relieved  at  Fredericksburg  and  placed 
en  tne  line  between  the  mouth  of  the  Pamunkey  and  your  right.    There 
is  a  great  deal  of  contraband  trade  and  unauthorized  communication 
across  that  line  to  the  enemy.    I  hope  you  will  soon  be  enabled  to  send 
me  tbe  Sixty-first  Virginia  and  the  Thirteenth  Virginia  Cavaby  for  eerv- 
ice  on  the  south  side  of  James  Biver.    We  are  extremely  weak  in  num- 
bers at  all  points  from  Bichmond  to  Wilmington  inclusive.    To  be  pre- 
pared, detachments  should  be  made  from  your  army  as  soon  as  it  is  at 
all  safe  to  do  so.    I  have  directed  some  of  General  Whiting's  letters  to 
be  forwarded  for  your  information.    Please  do  not  forget  to  send  me 
the  Noriolk  Light  .\rtillery  Blues  as  soon  as  you  can  spare  them.    Glen- 
erals  Whiting  and  French  are  both  calling  for  artillery  and  both  need 
it.    We  have  about  3,300  of  the  4,500  negroes  called  for  working  on  the 
obstructions,  fortifications,  and  roads.    I  have  requested  a  c^  to  be 
made  for  5,000  more  negroes.    I  rode  over  the  connt^  and  lines  between 
here  and  Petersburg  on  Monday,  spent  Tuesday  around  Petersburg  with 
General  French  and  returned  last  night.    The  works  at  Petersburg  are 
necessarily  progressing  slowly,  nearly  all  the  troops  being  absent.    I 
have  directed  a  force  of  negroes  to  be  sent  there  as  soon  as  they  are  re- 
ceived.   Upon  your  refusal  to  part-with  General  Early,  Msy.  Gen.  Sam. 
Jones,  who  was  to  have  been  assigned  to  the  local  command  here,  was 
ordered  to  Northwestern  Virginia,  and  I  am  still  necessarily  conned 
closely  to  this  place.    I  am  very  anxious  to  visit  North  (Carolina,  but  up 
to  this  time  have  not  bee^i  able  to  do  so. 
Hesi)ectfnlly  and  t^uly,  yours, 

O.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-QenerdL 

HEAIM2UAKTEB8, 

Wilminfftanj  N.  C,  Naremher  28, 1862. 
Citizens  of  Wilmington: 

I  request  all  those  citizens  of  Wilmington  who  are  willing  to  take  anns 
in  defense  of  their  homes  (and  I  well  know  there  are  many  such)  to  or- 
ganize themselves  into  a  body,  with  sucl^  weapons  as  they  may  have 
ajid  .vitb  rhose  I  can  supply,  and  1  suggest  that  they  select  a  leader  and 
sucb  officers  as  their  numbers  will  require.  I  address  this  i-equest  to 
many  gallant  gentlemen  who,  from  age  and  according  tx)  law  in  the  ex* 
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erciso  of  many  daties,  are  not  otherwise  called  on  to  bear  arms  in 
war.  I  and  my  staff  will  be  glad  to  afford  them  instruction  at  socb 
times  and  places  as  may  be  most  convenient.  Tfaey  wiU  be  called  on 
when  the  enemy  is  at  onr  doors.  I  am  confident,  from  my  long  and  in- 
timate association  with  the  men  of  Wilmington  and  Ticiuity,  that  they 
are  not  only  willing  bat  eager  to  flght  the  invader,  and  am  sore  they  wiU 
do  their  atmost  to  the  last. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 
Briffodier-Omieralj  Oommamding. 


Hbadqxjastebs, 
Bkhmand^  Va.y  November  29, 1802. 
Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French, 

Comdg.  Department  of  North  Carolina^  Petersburg^  Va. : 

General  :  For  your  information  I  herewith  forward  you  copy  of  a 
letter  jnst  received  from  Brigadier-General  Whiting,  dated  Wilmington, 
November  18.  I  request  ti^at  General  Evans  be  ordered  to  support 
General  Whiting  at  Wilndngton  with  his  whole  force  if  necessary  when- 
ever cf^ed  upon  by  General  Whiting,  provided  the  support  can  be  givea 
without  endangering  too  much  the  points  guarded  by  General  Evans. 
Yon  will  please  send  to  General  Whitinc:  a  copy  of  your  instructions  to 
General  Evans.  I  will  write  to  General  Whiting  instructing  him  to 
give  to  General  Evans  all  the  support  within  his  power  consistent  with 
his  defense  of  Wilmington  in  case  General  Evans  should  be  pressed  by 
the  enemy.  I  fear,  however,  that  until  General  Whiting  shall  be  re-on- 
forced  he  will  not  be  able  to  render  much  ae^istance  to  General  Evans 
now  that  the  fever  has  abated  in  Wilmington.  The  object  of  this  is 
that  in  case  of  an  attack  by  the  enemy  upon  either  command  there  will 
be  perfect  co-operation  between  the  commanders. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  &c, 

Q.  W.  SMITH, 

Mt^'OtneroL 

AhttroiOifrom  Betum^  of  tks  Deparlment  of  North  Carolina,  oommamdtd  dy  M€ff,  Oom,  & 

G,  IVriM^,  for  November,  16B2. 


Present  for 
duty. 


Petarelmn,  Va.: 

riff.  (Hn.  J.  J.  Pettlgreir,  brigade. 


Brig. 


Col.  J.  K.  ConnallT,  Fifty-fifth  Begtmeat 
North  Carolina  Tnqp%. 

Capt.  J.  F.  MlUIgan,  Signal  Corpa . 

Fort  CUfUm,  Capt.  fT H.  Wrights  infantry  and 

artillery. 
Onrysburg,  N.  C,  Brig.  Gen.  [B.  H.)  Bobert- 

•on,  caTalzy  brigade. 
Piiuce  George  Cottrt>HoQae,   Capt.  D.  Bell, 

cavalry. 
Port  Walthall,  Captain  StnnUvant,  artillery.. 


Grand  total. 
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Naval  Commandant's  Office, 
Wilm^ngtorij  If.  C.y  Deeember  2,  1862. 

To  the  Secrbtabt  of  War, 

RiehmoMLf  Va, : 

Sir  :  A^ataut-Oeneral  Cooper  sometime  since  informed  me  that  men 
in  the  ranks  of  the  army  who  were  mariners  by  profession  woald  by 
yoor  predecessor  be  detailed,  on  application,  for  the  naval  service,  pro- 
vided they  were  not  in  the  face  of  the  enemy. 

As  commander  of  the  naval  defenses  of  Korth  Carolina  I  submitted 
last  month  to  General  French,  at  Petersburg,  and  to  Governor  Vance, 
at  Baleigh,  a  plan  for  defending  the  inland  water-courses  of  North  Car- 
olina against  marauding  expeditious  of  the  enemy  by  means  of  movable 
batteries  of  heavier  caliber  than  howitzers.  Both  promised  co-operation, 
but  without  the  sanction  and  interposition  of  the  authority  of  your  De- 
partment there  is  no  hope  of  success. 

My  purpose  is  to  raise  men  accustomed  to  the  water — ^for  at  times  it 
may  be  necessaiy  to  take  to  the  water— divided  into  three  companies, 
with  two  light  32-ponnders  each,  to  be  posted,  respectively,  at  interme- 
diate points  between  the  Chowan  and  the  Boauoke,  the  Boanoke  and 
the  Tar,  and  the  Tar  and  the  Pamlico  Kivers — the  inland  position  to 
be  as  near  as  possible  and  equidistant  to  the  two  streams  between 
which  it  lies ;  the  roads  to  be  kept  in  good  condition  both  to  the  rivers 
and  for  some  distance  down  their  banks,  and  lines  of  signals,  consist- 
ing of  red,  white,  and  black  canvas  balls,  to  be  established  by  isolation 
of  trees  denuded  of  their  branches,  from  central  positions  to  remotest 
lookont  points.  By  this  means,  upon  first  intelligence  of  the  enemy 
ascending  one  of  the  rivers,  two  of  the  batteries,  one  on  each  side,  could 
be  transported  to  that  river's  bank  to  defend  it.  These  movable  bat- 
teries, unlike  fixed  ones,  will  not  require  protecting  forces;  and  in  the 
event  of  a  flank  movement  by  the  enemy  it  is  proposed  to  have  roads 
from  central  positions  to  the  railroads  for  transportation  of  batteries; 
and  as  the  soil  of  Korth  Carolina  between  the  delta  and  the  mountains 
is  sandy  it  by  consequence  becomes  more  indurated  than  softened  by 
the  winter  rains.  There  are  many  men  now  in  the  camps  who  from 
their  former  pursuits  are  admirably  fitted  for  such  an  undertaking, 
and  I  respectft'ully  ask  your  permission  to  procure  their  names  and,  they 
consenting,  your  authority  for  their  transfer  to  the  rolls  of  the  Navy. 
It  would  he  mere  platitude  to  speak  of  both  professions  being  embark^ 
in  one  common  cause,  &c.  Your  intelligence  will  decide  what  is  prac- 
ticable, and  its  decision  will  be  enforced  by  patriotism. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYNCH, 
Flag-officer^  0.  IS.  Navy, 
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Headquarters, 
Wilmingtanj  IT.  0.,  December  2, 1861 

Miy.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Commandingy  &o,y  Bichmandy  Va. : 

Mt  Dear  General  :  I  fully  appreciate  your  situation,  and  have  for 
some  time  realized  that  until  it  was  decided  one  way  or  another  between 
Generals  Lee  and  Bumside  we  could  hardly  hope  for  increase  of  force 
here  now  needed.  My  chief  aim  and  hope,  after  attempting  to  demon- 
strate the  necessity  of  the  case  and  amount  of  troops  required  to  give 
promise  of  a  successful  resistance  in  this  position,  ha9  been  to  show  also 
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that  after  attack  it  will  be  too  late  to  re-enforoe.  I  have  also  been 
Bomewhat  restive  under  the  delays  which  have  been  made  in  complying 
with  your  orders  and  with  the  change  in  designated  regiments  made  by 
yonr  juniors  in  rank,  apparently  without  your  sanction.  Gencoral  French 
writes  me  a  note  explaining  the  delay^  but  not  the  change  in  the  regi- 
ments. I  needed,  also,  very  much  more  field  artillery,  and  that  was 
an  arm  which  I  presumed,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac,  there  could  be  no  difficulty  in  supplying.  I  have  received, 
both  from  Richmond  and  General  Beauregard,  telegrams  relative  to  the 
starting  of  the  enemy's  fleet.  They  do  not  so  far  seem  to  be  intended 
for  me;  most  probably,  in  my  opinion,  for  Mobile.  They  have  had 
3imple  time  to  reach  Charleston  or  this  place.  I  think  that  we  can  make 
a  pretty  fair  fight  against  a  naval  attack,  but  as  I  have  frequently  ex- 
plained, my  force  is  ntterly  inadequate  on  land.  The  report  shows  quite 
a  large  aggregate  of  heavy  artillery,  but  that  cannot  be  included  at  all 
in  the  estimate  for  the  land  defense,  nor  indeed  can  the  heavy  artillery 
defend  itself  against  land  attack.  I  wish  yon  coald  come  and  see  me. 
In  two  hours'  observation  you  would  learn  more  of  the  situation  than 
fh)m  a  dozen  of  my  letters,  though  I  do  not  think  you  would  differ  ma- 
terially from  me. 

Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITINO, 
Briffodier-Oenerdlj  Camwumdinff. 


Hbadquartbbs  Fobobs  on  the  Blaokwatbb, 

General  Beaubboabd: 

My  Deab  Genebal  :  My  position  in  command  of  the  forces  at  this 
advanced  post  places  me  in  frequent  and  full  communication  with  friends 
within  the  enemy's  lines.  They  afford  me  information  which  I  generaUy 
find  correct.  From  a  letter^  dated  yesterday,  written  by  my  most  reliable 
correspondent  in  Suffolk,  1  think  proper  to  friniish  you  the  following 
extract: 

I  wonid  fhnher  state  that  I  also  leani  a  liDioltaneoiis  attack  will  be  made  on  I^ed> 
«riok8baig,  Weldon,  and  Charleston.  They  wiU  attaok  Charleston,  they  say,  with 
200  vesaels,  and  that  very  soon. 

This  you  will  take  for  what  it  is  worth.  In  the  New  York  Times  of 
the  28th,  in  the  looU  column,  is  a  paragraph  to  the  effect  that  Banks' 
expedition  of  300  vessels  is  about  to  start,  with  the  design  of  inflicting 
a  destructive  blow  on  the  heart  of  the  rebellion.  Perhaps  it  means 
Charleston.  In  abundance  of  precaution  I  have  thought  proper  to 
possess  you  of  these  rumors. 

Confident  in  your  ability  to  repel  an>'  assault,  I  have  the  honor  to  be, 
truly,  your  friendi 

BOGBB  A.  PBTOB. 

EteADQUABTEBS, 

WUmingUm^  N.  0.,  December  6, 1802. 

Governor  Vanob,  Raleigh^  N.  C. : 

Sib  :  I  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  letters  addressed  to  the  War  De- 
partment since  my  assignment  to  the  defense  of  the  Gape  Fear,  touch- 
ing the  importance  of  the  matter  in  hand  and  the  men  and  means  i^ 
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quired.  I  believe  the  Department  to  be  lu^ly  impressed  with  the  uigeucy 
of  the  case  and  aware  of  its  necessities;  bat  pressed  so  heavily  at  so 
many  points  it  has  so  £ar  been  unable  to  supply  here  but  a  very  small 
part  of  the  number  of  troops  I  consider  indispensable  to  a  suecessfal 
defense  of  Wilmington.  In  the  mean  time  I  am  endeavoring  to  2uake 
the  best  use  I  can  of  t^e  means  at  my  disposal.  In  view  of  my  suiall 
force  and  the  undoubted  intention  of  the  enemy  to  attack  this  place  at 
no  distant  day,  I  recommend  Tour  Excellency  to  take  speedy  and  strong 
measures  to  seeure  to  your  people  the  large  supply  of  salt  now  on  hand 
in  the  city.  It  should  at  once  be  placed,  at  the  expense  of  the  owners, 
out  of  the  chance  of  capture  by  the  four  routes — ^Wilmington  and  Man- 
chester Eailroad,  Charlotte  and  Butherfoid  Bailroad,  Gape  Fear  Biver, 
and  Wilmington  and  Weldon  BaUroad.  Should  the  place  fall  (and  1 
cannot  say  it  will  not,  unless  I  am  heavily  and  speedily  re  enforced)  the 
salt- workB  must  be  lost.  I  should  do  all  in  my  power  to  aid  in  securing 
it.  The  accompanying  letter  will  explain  to  you  the  difficulty  of  this 
position. 

Very  respectMly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brtgadier-Oeneral^  Commanding. 


OHiiBLE8TON,  B.  C,  Deomnber  7, 1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  O.  Whiting, 

Wilmingtany  y,  0, : 

Look  out  for  Weldon,  if  they  are  not  going  to  James  Biver. 

G.  T.  BBAUBEGARD. 


Headquabtbbs, 
WiUiUngtonj  N.  0.,  December  8, 1802. 

If^l.  Gen.  GuBTAYUB  W.  Smith, 

Oommandingy  <&;.,  Bichmand,  Va. : 

General  :  I  understimd  that  your  first  order  directing  four  regiments 
to  be  sent  here  to  me  assigned  the  two  which  had  been  taken  from  here 
by  General  French,  viz,  [Paul  F.]  Faison's  and  Badoliffe^s.  Neither  of 
the  latter  have  arrived.  It  is  reported  that  Colonel  Jordan's  regiment, 
which  has  come,  was  substituted  for  Colonel  Faison's  by  (General  French, 
on  the  ground  that  Colonel  Faison's  was  too  good  a  regiment  for  him  to 
spare  and  he  preferred  sending  an  indifferent  one;  but  as  I  have  but 
very  few  troops  with  which  to  perform  or  attempt  a  great  work  I  much 
prefer  they  should  be  as  good  as  can  be  had.  I  therefore  respectfully 
request  that  you  will  cause  General  French  to  cany  out  the  original 
order.  General  Clingman  is  my  authority  for  the  circumstance  of  the 
snbf^titntion.  So  far  three  regiments  have  anived  here — Oantwell's, 
Shaw's,  and  Jordan's.  Should  it  be  in  your  power  to  forward  at  any 
time  additional  troops,  and  I  cannot  have  any  of  my  old  Mississippi 
regiments,  I  should  like  to  have  Colonel  Leventhorpe's  North  Carolina 
regiment  sent  here. 

I  have  not  so  &r  been  able  to  aacertaui  the  destination  of  the  fleet 
reported  to  have  left  New  Berne.  It  has  not  to  our  knowledge  passed 
to  the  southward. 

Very  respeotfolly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brtgadier-Oenerdlj  Oammanding* 
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RiOHKOND,  Ya.,  December  11, 18G2. 

BespedL-folly  referred  to  Oeneral  French. 

I  am  disappointed  and  surprised  to  leani  tbat  only  three  regimenU 
had  arrived  at  Wilmington  on  the  8th  instant.  I  wonid  be  pleased  to 
have  all  the  fieMsts  stated  in  reference  to  the  change  of  regiments  and  the 
cause  of  delay  or  non-arrival  of  the  fourth  regiment. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Major-GeierdL 

War  Department,  C.  S.  A,, 
Riohmondy  Fa.,  December  9, 1862. 
M%j.  Gen.  GustayusW.  Smith: 

Gbnebal  :  Tlie  inclosed  letter  of  Gk>vemor  Vance,  of  North  Carolina, 
and  the  reply*  of  this  Department  upon  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of 
certain  staple  productions  of  that  State  in  the  contingency  of  the  dan- 
ger of  tbeir  falling  iTito  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  will  inform  you  of  the 
views  of  the  Department  as  to  your  own  conduct  in  that  contingency. 
Much  property  has  been  sacrificed  impro]>erly  in  the  Southwest  under 
the  act  of  Congress  of  March  17, 1862,  to  regulate  the  destruction  of 
property  under  military  necessity,  and  anxiety  is  naturally  felt  whenever 
there  is  any  prospect  of  an  exercise  of  the  powers  inrrusted  to  the  mili- 
tary authorities.  While  the  Department  is  persuaded  of  the  propriety  of 
destroying  property  rather  than  it  should  be  captured  to  aid  the  enemy 
in  the  prosecution  of  the  war,  it  is  solicitonn  that  the  destruction  should 
not  take  place  unless  there  is  imminent  danger  that  such  a  contingency 
will  happen.  Ton  will  instruct  the  generals  and  other  officers  of  your 
department  conformably  to  the  views  herein  expressed. 

With  consideration  and  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
Aseistant  iSecretary  of  wmr. 

(IboIosu*.] 

Stats  of  North  Carolina,  ExECUTrvE  Dept., 

Raleigh^  N.  C,  December  6, 1862. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Deaa  Sib:  The  State  of  North  Carolina  is  purchasing  some  15,000 
or  20,000  bales  of  cotton  and  storing  in  the  interior  for  purpose  of  ob- 
taining credit  abroad,  &o.  The  order  to  bum  all  not  removed  west  of 
the  Weldon  and  Wilmington  Bailroad  by  the  16th  instant  will  embrace 
a  large  lot  bought  by  the  State.  Can  you  not  order  General  French  to 
respect  all  such  where  the  holder  exhibits  a  contract  of  sale  to  the 
State  f  If  so,  I  will  make  arrangements  to  destroy  it  myself  on  the 
approach  of  the  enemy.  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  execu- 
tion of  that  order  will  have  a  very  unhappy  effect  on  that  portion  of 
the  country,  not  only  producing  great  dissatisfaction  but  even  distress 
in  many  instances,  where  people  have  lost  negroes  and  stock  and  have 
nothing  left  but  their  cotton  to  live  upon.  I  respectfully  recommend 
that  the  order  be  generally  delayed. 

Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANCE. 


*  Not  found. 
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Headquarters, 
Petersburg^  Va.^  December  9, 1862. 

General  Gustayxxs  W.  Smith, 

Commanding  Army^  4te.y  Bwhmond^  Va, : 

Dear  Sir  :  I  sent  you  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  General  J.  G.  Foster, 
IT.  S.  Army;  inclosed  you  have  his  reply.*  You  will  perceive  he  con- 
veniently disavows  that  the  acts  were  done  with  his  knowledge  and 
consent.  I  cannot  well  go  behind  that,  and  unless  instructed  other- 
wise by  Saturday  next  shall  reply  without  further  reference. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding, 

P.  S. — I  have  not  yet  received  the  affidavits  sent  you  of  the  outrage 
in  i  )raven  County  on  women.  Send  it  as  soon  as  possible.  1  forwarded 
them  to  you. 


Sfroial.  Orders,  i   Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 


JSo.  288. 


Richmond^  Va.y  December  9, 1862. 

•  •  •  • 


XVII.  By  direction  of  the  President  the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  ha- 
heas  carpm  is  hereby  suspended  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  and  for  10  miles 
2!  round  said  place. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 


By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Oeneral 


AUIrwA  ftom  Field  Rehim  of  lroo\^^  oommanded  hy  Mqj.  Qm.  G,  W,  AniO^  Deeemket 

13,  lo&  {hmdquarten  Biehnumd,  Va^), 


Coaunaad. 


MaJ.  Geo.  S.  O.  Freuob.  D«p&rtiiieiit  North  Ciut)lin»... 
Briff.  Gen.  W.  B.  C.  WhiUng,  District  of  the  C«pe  Fear 
Biig.  Geu.  John  H.  Winder,  DefNutmeut  of  Henrloo — 

Brf g.  Geii.  H.  A.  Wine,  brigade 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  Daniel,  brig^e 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  R.  DaTis,  brigade 

Col.  [T.S.I  Bhett,  Biohinond defenaea 

CoL  T.  J.  Page,  Cbalfin'a  Blair 

CapU S. S. lioe,  C.S.KaTy,  Drewry'a  BInff. 

Col.  W.  P.  Sbingler,  oaTiury  Huloombe  Legion 

Grand  total 


PVMflAt  tn 


716 

174 

85 

180 

192 

136 

07 

28 

17 

8 


I 


11, 2M 

2,804 

1,480 

1.628 

8,000 

2,841 

1,481 

270 

240 

110 


1,684  !  24.717 


! 
I 


14,103 

3,011 

2,017 

2,228 

4,128 

2,044 

1,065 

415 

877 

218 


82,207 


10, 141 

4,826 

2,680 

2.002 

5,258 

8.043 

2,457 

488 

891 

250 


42,400 


See  Frencli  lo  Fostor,  Noveml>er 27,  and  FoHter'8  rq»l.v,  Drceinber  4,  pp.  466  4^,  4^. 
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Heai>quabters, 
Wilmington,  Jf.  C,  December  12, 1862. 

M%j.  Gen.  Ousxayub  W.  Smith,  Biohmandj  Va. : 

The  following  dispatch  has  jnst  been  received  from  GoL  James  Bad- 
cliffe: 

Tho  enemy  in  large  force  is  within  2  miles  of  TrentODp  on  the  north  side  <»f  the  Trent 
Kiver;  reported  adTancing,  direction  either  Kinston  or  MagnoliA.  The  fleet  in  re- 
ported to  nave  left  New  Beine  to  attack  Wilmington. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  General. 


GmouLAB.]  Headquabtebs, 

Bichmandj  Va.,  December  12, 1862. 

General  :  M%jor-G^neral  Elcey  having  repoited  to  me  for  duty  is  as- 
signed to  the  command  of  the  Bdchmond  defenses  and  that  portiou  of 
my  command  lying  north  of  James  Eiver.  Drewry's  Blatf  and  the  works 
ai-ouud  Manchester  being  a  part  of  the  Richmond  defenses  proper  will 
be  under  the  command  of  General  Elzey.  It  is  difficult  to  prescribe 
exact  geographical  boundaries  between  the  commands  of  Generals  Elzey , 
French,  and  Whiting,  but  even  were  these  lines  definitely  drawn  they 
would  necessarily  be  disregarded  in  emergency,  and,  in  case  of  active 
operations  against  the  enemy,  department  or  district  lines  would  be  set 
aside  and  a  combined  effort  made  to  beat  the  foe.  I  desire  to  impress 
upon  you  the  importance  of  co-operation  and  a  thorough  understanding 
of  the  condition  oi  affairs  in  the  respective  commands.  Information  con- 
cerning the  movements  of  the  enemy  should  be  promptly  sent  to  the 
nearest  commander  at  the  same  time  that  it  is  communicated  to  this 
office.  It  is  my  desire  that  you  should  exercise  within  your  respective 
commands  all  the  authority  which  the  regulations,  usage,  and  orders 
confer  upon  geographical  military  commanders  in  war  in  the  presence 
of  the  enemy.  I  shall  endeavor  to  give  you  all  the  assistance  and  sup- 
port within  my  power  and  will  be  with  you  in  person  whenever  practi- 
cable. The  duties  of  Brigadier-General  Winder  being  of  a  peculiar 
character,  and  more  or  less  connected  directly  with  the  War  Depailr 
ment,  he  will  continue  to  make  his  report  to  this  office  and  to  the  Sec- 
retary of  War  or  A(\jutant  and  Inspector  General  of  the  army  as  here- 
tofore; but  as  regards  the  military  operations  proper,  and  the  defenses 
of  the  city,  all  will,  when  called  ui>on,  be  under  the  direction  of  the 
senior  officer  present. 

EespectfuUy  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Mqior-Qeneralj  Commanding. 

General  Orders,  )  Headquarters, 

No.  15.  i  Biohmond,  Va,,  December  12, 1862. 

I.  M%j.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  Ilicb- 
mond  defenses,  and  of  such  other  portions  of  this  command  as  are  not 
included  in  the  Gape  Fear  District  and  the  Department  of  North  Garo- 
lina.    He  will  establish  his  headquarters  in  the  city  of  Eichmond. 

II.  Gapt.  John  W.  Biely,  assistant  adjutant-general,  is  temporarily 
assigned  to  duty  with  Major-General  Elzey. 

By*  command  of  Miy.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith : 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Mqjor  and  Assistant  AtljutOMt-Oenerai 
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Brigade  nEADQUARXBRS, 
OhaffifCB  JVinti,  Va.j  December  13, 1862. 

Maj.  Geu.  Gustayus  W.  Smith, 

Qbneral:  I  report  to  yoa  the  condition  of  things  in  the  Ohicka- 
horainy  and  York  Peninsalaa,  below  this  post:  fW.  P.]  Shingler's  and 

ih.  .T.J  Hawley's  cavalry  were  not  sufficient  for  pickets  or  for  posts. 
[?hey  had  been  badly  disciplined.  The  pickets  were  negligent  and  were 
cut  o%  and  the  posts  not  snfficiently  guarded  to  prevent  the  enemy  from 
making  very  dangerous  dashes.  I  have  deemed  it  proper  and  necessary 
to  send  Lieutenant-Colonel  GouncilL  of  the  Twenty-sixth  Virginia  Begi 
ment,  in  command  of  about  100  effective  infantry  and  the  re-enforce- 
ments of  Major  Bobortson's  cavalry.  He  has  taken  post  at  Sherman's, 
on  the  Diascund  road,  2  miles  below  Forge  Bridge.  Yesterday  evening 
be  sent  to  me  the  accompanying  field  return,  which  shows: 

SmirOLBB'S    OOUMAin>  [holcombb  lboiov]. 

Commiflsloned  offloors 0 

Nou-conimissioned  officers 90 

Fnvat«8 148 

Aggregate 177 

Sick 26 

FEffeotive  total] 161 

Extradaty 29 

Fitforfleld  duty 1S9 

BOBSRTSOK'S  COlOiAllD. 

OffioeiB 6 

Kon-conuuisaioned  officers 9 

PrlTates 100 

Aggregate .  115 

Sick 1 

[Effective  total] 114 

Extradaty 8 

Fit  for  field  daty 106 

hjlwuct's  oomiAin). 

Officers 4 

Non-commissioDed  officers • 8 

Privatoe 42 

Aggregate 64 

Sick 7 

[Effisctlve  total] 47 

Extradaty 3 

Fit  for  duty 44 

Total  cavalry  fit  fS»r  daty 972 
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HTFAMTBT  PRB8SNT. 

OfficeAi 10 

Non-oommLisioned  ofBcera 15 

Priyates 98 

Aggregate 118 

SfoV 6 

[Eff«otiv«  totalj 112 

Extra  dntj' I 

Fit  for  duty Ill 

Add  total  ciTective  force  of  cavalry 27S 

Total  effective  force,  infantry  and  cavalry 383 

The  accompanyiDg  report  from  Colonel  Councill  aud  my  reply  will 
give  details  of  daties  reported  upon  and  in  hand.  Yon  will  see  Uiat  I 
have  informed  him  how  to  get  forage.  The  suggestion  to  take  the  corn 
in  shacks  might  be  well  to  observe.  It  saves  labor,  saves  com  from 
shelling,  and  gets  long  forage  as  well  as  short  in  the  most  compact 
form  for  transportation. 

Deserters  in  New  Kent  were  not  found;  they  were  straggling  cou- 
soripts ;  I  have  ordered  their  arrest.  I  ask  that  printed  forms  for  com- 
pany morning  reports  may  be  sent.  My  quartermaster  cannot  get  any. 
I  send  you  a  report  from  Lieutenant  Harman,  who  is  my  scout  in  Isle 
of  Wight.  From  his  messages  I  infer  that  the  enemy  are  massing  their 
forces,  via  Norfolk,  in  and  below  Suffolk.  I  have  as  yet  received  no  dis- 
patches or  messages  firom  the  scouts  sent  to  Matthews  and  Gloucester. 
Have  any  been  received  at  department  headquarters  from  them  f  My 
men  have  nearly  completed  their  winter  quarters  and  the  outer  line  of 
our  field  breastworks.  The  camp  hospital  is  progressing,  but  this  build- 
ing and  all  others  have  been  delayed  by  want  of  lumber.  We  are  now 
cutting  and  hauling  our  own  lumber  from  Cox's  woods  and  Aiken's  Mill. 
As  soon  as  sufficient  is  obtained  a  part  of  the  hospital  buildings  can  be 
completed  and  the  storehouse  for  provisions  can  be  commenced.  The 
latter  can  soon  be  put  up.  Thus  I  have  endeavored  to  picket  and  guard 
our  outposts,  to  provide  for  them,  to  construct  t)ie  necessary  winter 
hospital  and  other  buildings,  and  to  complete  our  intrenchmenta.  In 
another  week  the  whole  will  be  well  on  the  way  to  completion.  I  there- 
fore make  a  timely  application  for  leave  of  absence  for  nine  days  from 
Wednesday,  December  24  instant,  in  order  that  I  may  meet  my  family 
the  second  time  since  April  last,  and  attend  to  some  necessary  and  im- 
portant private  business.  The  first  leave,  you  will  remember,  was  cut 
ofi'  by  a  sudden  recall  to  duty.  I  make  this  application  now  because 
danger  is  seemingly  somewhat  distant  and  I  might  perhaps  be  better 
spared  sooner  than  at  the  time  I  ask  for.  My  &mily  is  stiU  at  Dover 
Mills,  only  20  miles  above  Richmond,  and  a  courier  can  bring  me  back 
to  my  post  at  any  time  iu  eight  hours  from  the  moment  he  leaves  your 
headquarters,  and  I  will  hurry  back  at  the  first  notice,  day  or  night; 
but,  as  before,  I  beg  you  will  not  grant  this  request  if  you  doubt  the 
propriety  of  doing  so. 

Yeiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENBT  A.  WISE, 

Bngadier-OeieruL 
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HDQBB.  FOBOKS  OPEBATHiG  ON  THE  PENINSULA, 

Shennanh  Farm^  Va,^  December  12, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Hbnbt  A.  Wise: 

General:  Yoar  dispatch*  of  December  10,  forwarded  fh)m  GhaffiD'6 
at  5  o'clock,  reached  roe  at  1.30  a.  m.,  December  11.  Yesterday  room- 
ing 1  ordered  a  comroissioDed  officer  to  visit  the  cornier  stations  as  far 
as  Crenshaw's,  and  directed  him  to  notify  the  conriers  as  far  as  that 
place  that  I  required  of  them  to  travel  with  dispatches  at  the  rate  of 
8  miles  an  honr :  that  in  case  of  failure  to  do  so  I  wonid  have  the  delin- 
qnents  punished,  if  it  could  be  ascertained  who  they  were.  Informa- 
tion reached  me  yesterday,  through  an  officer  who  had  been  down  to 
our  pickets,  that  the  negroes  below  reported  that  the  enemy  would  come 
up  again  yesterday^  and  would  afford  an  opportunity  to  all  negroes 
who  wished  to  avail  themselves  of  the  chance  to  return  with  them. 
Coming,  as  the  information  did,  from  negroes,  I  scarcely  credited  it,  but 
it  is  a  notable  fact,  I  am  informed,  that  heretotbre  when  the  negroes  have 
announced  their  coming  they  have  actually  come.  I  at  once  ordered 
the  cavalry  and  infantry  to  move,  directing  the  latter  to  occupy  a  posi- 
tion at  Shtrroan's  Mill^nd  accompanied  the  cavalry  myself  on  t^  the 
Diascund,  crossed  the  Diascund,  and  proceeded  as  far  as  our  pickets  at 
James'  gate,  and  returned  by  the  way  of  Barhamsvllle.  My  object  was 
to  be  near  at  hand  in  the  event  our  pickets  needed  any  support,  and  if 
nothing  else  was  effected  our  visit  could  at  least  give  them  confidence. 
I  could  hear  nothing  from  the  enemy.  From  what  I  can  learn  there  is 
no  doubt  that  the^  have  heard  that  Uiis  post  has  been  re-enforced,  and  I 
am  inclined  to  think  they  will  not  come  up  again  shortly.  After  mature 
reflection,  I  have  abandoned  for  the  present  the  plan  1  submitted  in  my 
last  dispatch  of  ambuscading  the  enemy  at  James^  gate.  In  the  first 
place  there  is  no  certainty  as  to  their  coming  at  any  particular  time,  and 
we  might,  even  if  they  came  up  at  all,  be  compelled  to  lie  there  for  sev- 
eral days  and  then  not  have  a  sight  of  them.  Secondly,  as  I  stated  in 
my  communication  to  you,  1  think  it  is  not  prudent  to  operate  so  far 
down  with  a  mere  detachment  of  infantry  and  in  a  country  entirely 
unknown  to  them.  The  detachment  of  cavalry  that  you  ordered  to  be 
sent  to  the  upper  portion  of  New  Kent  returned  last  night.  Mr.  Hop- 
kins knew  nothing  of  any  deserters  in  that  section^  and  informed  the 
officer  in  charge  that  the  information  which  he  had  imparted  to  the  de- 
partment was  with  reference  to  conscripts  and  not  deserters.  There  are 
no  doubt  many  of  them  in  that  locality.  My  forage-master  succeeded 
in  procuring  forage  at  Mr.  Selden's,  on  James  Biver,  and  I  think  more 
can  be  had  there.  I  think  the  distance  from  Hopewell  to  Crenshaw's 
too  &a  for  a  courier  to  ride,  and  would  recommend  that  a  post  be  estab- 
lished at  Gill  &  I^d's  shop.  Is  it  your  wish  that  Mi^or  Bobertson. 
as  the  ranking  officer  of  cavalry  at  this  post,  shall  exercise  a  command 
over  the  whole  cavaliy  force,  or  must  his  command  be  confined  to  his 
own  cavalry  f 

We  need  forms  for  company  morning  reports.  Forwanl  me  a  supply 
if  you  can  conveniently.  This  cavalry  force  does  not  seem  to  have 
been  much  accustomed  to  returns  of  any  kind.  I  herewith  forward  a 
tri-monthly  return  of  the  command.  It  is  the  best  that  I  can  do  with 
them  for  the  present. 

My  last  dispatch  was  hurriedly  written,  and  I  regret  that  I  should 


Not  found. 
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have  sent  it  withoat  my  signature.  The  fact  is  there  is  considerable 
auuoyauce  and  clifficalty  to  euoonnter  with  this  command,  and  I 
scarcely  have  a  moment's  leisure  from  morning  until  night. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  OALVIN  COUNOILL, 
Lieutenant'Colonel,  Commanding  Post. 

BbIGADB  Il£ADQUABT£BS, 

Ohaffin^s  Farm^  Fa.,  December  12, 1862. 

Lieut.  Col.  [J.  O.]  GoiTNOiLL, 

Co9nmanding,  dte. : 

Colonel:  Your  movement  to  meet  the  enemy  is  approved.  I  have 
no  doubt  the  negroes  are  in  constant  and  regular  communication  with 
the  enemy,  and  it  may  be  that  the  latter,  whenever  they  desire  to  dis- 
appoint your  movements  or  to  make  their  own  unmolested  will  cause 
the  former  to  give  it  out  that  ^ey  are  coming  upon  a  given  day.  I  sug- 
gest that  you  might  possibly  deceive  the  deceivers  sometimes  by  going, 
seeming  to  return  to  your  camp,  and  going  back  to  your  advance  posi- 
tion suddenly  and  secretly,  say  at  night.  I  would  never  advance  0]>enly 
if  I  could  do  it  by  night  or  stealthily  at  any  time.  By  watchfulness  you 
can  catoh  tliem  certainly.  Is  Sherman's  Mill  not  too  far  off  for  the  in- 
fantry to  aid  your  cavalry  f  I  would  advance  them  to  Diascand  Bridge 
at  least,  or  not  at  all,  whenever  I  expected  the  enemy  to  come  up.  It 
IS  desirable  to  have  conscripts  arrested  and  made  to  serve  as  well  as 
deserters.   Have  every  one  you  can  reach  arrested  and  sent  to  Richmond. 

Lieut.  Gol.  Kandolph  Harrison,  of  the  Fourth,  informed  me  to-day 
that  his  father  has,  he  supposes,  600  barrels  of  corn,  which  is  being 
gathered  at  the  place  called  the  Bow,  below  the  Charles  City  Court- 
House.  1  suggested  that  it  would  be  best  to  hiMil  the  oom  in  the  shucks 
to  your  camp  at  the  forge  or  Sherman's.  It  would  save  the  labor  of 
shucking  to  the  farm  and  would  give  you  both  long  and  shore  forage, 
and  the  com  would  be  cheaper  and  more  compact  to  haul  than  com  and 
shucks  apart.  He  seemed  willin|^  to  sell  in  that  way,  and  promised  me 
to  write  to  you.  I  would  not  wait  to  hear  from  him,  but  would  send  at 
once  all  my  wagons  and  stop  the  shucking  of  the  com.  Even  at  near 
the  same  price  you  would  save  all  wastage  by  shelling  in  hauling. 

Let  a  courier's  post  be  established  at  GiU  &  Ladd's  shop.  You  w^l  send 
a  trusty  trooi^eror  two  there.  You  will  observe  that  Bobertson's  cavalry, 
at  the  suggestion  of  General  Smith,  are  to  be  kept  separato  and  apart 
from  Shinglei^s.  This,  I  understood,  was  to  prevent  M%jor  Bobertson 
from  taking  command  of  the  whole  cavalry.  M%jor  Bobertson  is  to  be 
kept  as  a  kind  of  reserve.  I  am  sure  I  inserted  this  in  your  orders.  Let 
the  respective  corps  report  to  you  separately.  Whenever  thej  are  called 
to  act  together  in  marches  or  service  the  ranking  officer  will  of  course 
then,  under  vonr  orders,  command. 

I  have  ordered  forms  of  companj  morning  reports  to  be  fbrwarded  to 
you. 

Your  force  is  stronger  than  1  supposed,  and  with  a  good  supply  of 
forage  on  hand  I  shall  expect  you  to  advance  whenever  you  can  or  when- 
ever the  enemy  threatens.  I  recommend  you  by  all  means  to  reach 
down  as  far  as  you  safely  can  after  forage.  My  scouts'  last  reports 
from  far  down  James  Biver  are  that  there  is  no  appearance  as  yet  ot 
any  gunboats  coming  up  the  river.  The  enemy  have  in  the  last  two  days 
crossed  the  Bappahannock  below  Fredericksburg. 
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The  adjutant  iDfonas  me  that  jast  at  this  looment  he  h<ie  uo  printed 
forms  of  company  morning  reports,  but  he  will  get  them  for  the  whole 
command  as  early  as  jioHsible.    I  send  yon  a  few  envelopes. 
Very  reapectfnlly,  colonel,  your  obedient  servant, 

HENRY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier'  Oen^roL 


Wab  Department,  O.  S.  A, 
liichmondj  Fa.,  December  13, 1862. 

General  GusTAVUS  W.  Smith,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

General  Lee  telegraphs  that  the  enemy  attacked  this  morning  at  sev- 
eral points ;  that  theie  was  fighting  all  day,  bnt  at  night  the  enemy 
were  repulsed  ou  all  points  of  attack.  A  renewal  of  the  battle  expected 
by  him  to-morrow.    His  troops  behaved  (he  says)  admirably. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


I  DsoEUBSR  13, 1862. — For  Seddon  to  Beauregard,  in  reference  to  le- 
euiorcements  for  Wilmington,  N.  C,  and  resulting  correspondenoey 
Series  I,  Vol.  XIV,  p.  711.] 


Hdqrs.  Forces  Operathto  on  the  Peninsttla, 
Sherman^a  Farm^  Va,y  Siffurday  Nighty  December  13, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  Henry  A.  Wise  : 

General:  One  of  our  scouts  who  went  below  about  five  days  ago 
returned  this  evening.  He  brings  no  intelligence  of  any  importance 
concerning  the  enemy.  He  was  within  5  miles  of  Williamsburg  and 
had  not  a  sight  of  any  Yankees.  He  met  with  a  lady  from  Williams- 
burg, who  Ipfonued  him  that  the  Yankees  i*eported  to  Williamsburg 
that  a  fleet  was  in  readiness  to  ascend  the  James  with  a  view  of  attack- 
ing the  works  at  Drewry's.  He  thinks  from  what  he  could  gather  that 
the  post  of  Yorktown  was  more  of  a  school  for  instruction  than  anything 
else.  Mrs.  Vaiden  applied  to  me  to-day  for  a  permit  to  allow  her  to 
pass  our  picket  at  James'  gate  to  see  her  sick  daughter,  who  resides 
some  6  miles  below  the  picket.  I  inquired  who  would  accompany  her, 
nnd  was  informed  her  servant.  I  refhsed  to  grant  the  request  upon 
the  ground  that  I  had  positive  orders  from  you  to  allow  no  one  to  pass 
our  pickets  either  way.  up  or  down,  without  your  permission.  I  told  her 
she  must  await  your  aecision,  Mrs.  Vaiden  is  the  mother  of  Mivjor  Vai- 
den, of  this  county,  and  I  reckon  is  a  loyal  lady,  but  1  do  not  think  it 
prudent  to  allow  her  servant  to  accompany  her  even  if  you  grant  her. 
request. 

If  we  move  our  camps  to  Diascund  Bridge,  as  I  proposed  this 
morning,  I  think,  upon  reflection,  it  would  to  better  to  change  the 
location  of  our  pickets  and  advance  them  nearer  to  the  enemy — say  a 
little  below  the  Burnt  Ordinary — and  let  our  inside  pickets  occupy  the 
ground  that  our  outside  ones  do  now.  We  have  heard  severe  cannon- 
ading nearly  the  whole  day ;  there  must  have  been  hard  lighting  at 
Fredericksburg.  Please  send  me  a  paper  with  particulars,  if  you  can 
iio  tii)  conveniently. 

A  Dr.  Taylor,  who  had  been  one  of  our  sc4)uts,  was  captured  by 
the  enemy,  with  his  horse  and  cart,  about  the  time  I  came  to  this 
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post.  He  iB  not  in  the  servioey  as  I  am  infiNnned.  The  enemy  has  re- 
leased him  and  he  has  returned.  I  learn,  with  his  horse  and  oart.  1 
want  to  understand  something  aoont  his  case.  Would  it  not  be  best 
to  send  for  him,  and  if  he  refuses  to  oome  have  him  arrested  and 
brought  here!  I  had  determined  at  one  time  to  send  for  him  without 
consulting  you,  but  have  concluded  it  would  be  advisable  to  confer  with 
you  in  reference  to  his  case.  He  may  have  taken  the  oath,  for  all  I 
know,  and  I  ought  to  see  him.  Oeming  back  with  his  horse  and  cart 
looks  suspicious,  indeed, 

I  have  supplied  the  post  at  Oill  &  Ladd's  with  two  men  £rom  Bobert- 
son's  command  [Thirty-second  BattsJion  Yirmiia  Cavalry] ;  they  come 
to  me  as  reliable  men.  I  was  positive  with  Kobertson  in  my  directi<m 
not  to  send  any  but  trusty  men.  I  am  afiraid  I  shall  not  be  enabled  to 
correct  the  dilatory  habits  of  this  line  of  couriers  without  personally  vis- 
iting each  post.  I  sent  an  officer  along  the  line  yesterday  to  Crenshaw's 
with  positive  directions  to  the  men  at  each  post.  His  visit  has  not  had 
the  effect  that  I  desired ;  they  are  still  as  slow  as  ever.  It  is  not  im- 
portant that  this  shall  go  before  the  morning ;  I  may  have  something 
to  add  by  then. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  CALVIN  COUNCILL, 
Lieutenant- OoUmelj  Commanding  Past 

Sundaif  morning. — J  shall  send  for  Dr.  T.  without  waiting  to  hear  fh>m 
you. 

HSASQUARTBRS, 

Eichmond-^  Va.^  December  13, 1862. 

Mfyor-Gencral  Elzet,  Commanding,  dte. : 

General  :  The  major-general  commanding  directs  that  you  will  forth- 
with place  General  Davii?  brigade  in  position  south  of  the  James  Biver 
to  support  Generals  Daniel  or  Wise  or  to  take  the  cars  for  Petersburg 
as  circumstances  may  require.  Let  the  brigade  move  at  once.  The 
brigade  wilt  brinpc  rations  (of  which  they  have  six  days  on  hand),  and 
their  camp  equipage  shoula  follow  them  to  their  position  over  the  river. 
Their  rations  may  be  cooked  after  arriving  at  their  position. 
Very  respectfully,  general,  your  obedient  servant, 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Aaeietant  A^^tUant-G^eneroL 


BRiaADS  HeadquartrbSi 
Chaffin^s  Farm^  Ta.^  Deoemiber  14, 1862. 
Lieut.  CoL  J.  C.  Counoill, 

Commandingj  &o.: 

Colonel  :  Yours  of  last  night  reached  me  within  this  hour.  You  have 
done  right  to  examine  Dr.  Taylor.  Be  carefhl  how  you  trust  any  of  the 
timid  occupants  of  a  section  held  by  the  enemy.  Some  are  traitors; 
some  love  their  property  better  than  public  liberty.  Do  not  trust  Dr. 
Taylor  any  more,  but  make  him  serve.  Be  particular  as  to  your  cou- 
riers ;  they  arc  improving  at  this  end  of  the  line.  Mi^jor  B;obert<son  most 
be  held  responsible  for  the  discipline  and  conduct  of  his  men.  Be  pos- 
tive,  firm,  and  unyielding  to  all  the  cavidry ;  tbey  nil  need  the  strictest 
discipline.    1  will  endeavor  to  visit  y^nr  whole  line  of  courierp,  iKists, 
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and  pioketB  during  the  next  week ;  let  this  be  known.  If  I  cannot,  the 
expectation  of  it  may  do  good.  I  am  confident  the  enemy  are  now  weak 
on  the  Williamsburg  Peninsula.  As  soon  as  possible  arrange  you 
vedettes,  cooriers,  and  pickets  as  yon  proposed  in  yonr  last,  and  as  1 
approved,  and  advance  yonr  whole  force  as  £Eff  as  yonr  judgment  will 
approve.  Let  them  come  to  Drewry's ;  we  are  r^y.  Do  not  allow 
Mrs.  Yaiden  or  servant— no  one— to  pass  yonr  tines  downward.  She  is 
a  daughter  of  Mrs.  Piggott,  an  arch  traitoress.  Move  yonr  camp  and 
advance  your  pickets  if  you  can  get  forage.  I  think  you  can.  News 
has  just  come  that  General  Lee  has  beaten  the  enemy  at  all  points  near 
Fredericksburg.  Now  is  your  time  to  make  a  rapid  demonstration.  Do 
it,  if  you  dare.  We  have  no  paper  of  particulars  as  to  Fredericksburg. 
Be  unceasing  in  moving. 
Yours,  truly, 

HBNBY  A.  WISB, 

Brigadter-OmeroL 

GtoLEeBOBOuoH,  N.  0.,  Beoemb&r  14, 1802. 
General  Fbsnoh: 

After  severe  fighting  all  day  Gheneral  Evans  retired  this  evening  across 
the  river  and  destroyed  the  bridge.  The  enemy  are  now  sheUing  Kins- 
ton,  and  General  Bvans  will  make  another  stand  on  heights  overlooking 
the  town.  He  reports  tiieir  strength  at  22,000.  Our  loss  severe;  enemy^ 
very  great. 

Z.  B.  YAJSOE. 


Wab  Dbpabtmxivt,  0.  8.  A., 

Bichmondj  Fa.,  Beeemher  14, 1882. 

Generskl  Gxtstavub  W.  Smith,  Weldon^  N.  0. : 

General  Lee  telegraphs,  in  reply  to  the  substance  of  yonr  letter,  as 
follows: 

I  think  it  best  to  draw  re-enlbreementa  yoa  propoM,  and  an  available  from  Nortti 
and  Soath  Carolixuk    Keep  gnarda  to  batteries  <»  James  RiTer. 

By  the  re-enforcements  yon  propose.  General  Lee  means  such  as  yon 
propose  to  draw  from  here. 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
Seereioirffo/Wmr. 

PBTBB8BUBO,  Ya.,  l>eoember  14, 1862. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbdbon: 

We  have  nothing  from  Einston  since  my  note  sent  by  courier.  Gen- 
eral Whiting  reports  Banks'  fleet  at  Beaufort  Is  there  any  news  from 
Fredericksburg  f  I  expect  to  leave  at  8  o'clock  to-night,  and  would  like 
to  hear  from  there  before  I  start 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mafar-OenerdL 

WiLMmaroN;  K  0.,  December  15, 1862. 

Brig.  Gen.  8.  B.  Gist,  Florence^  8.  (7.  ; 

There  will  be  an  offtcer  to  meet  you  on  the  other  side  of  Cape  Fear 
River.    I  have  a  room  for  you,  Glem,  and  Colquitt.    The  enemy  had 
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Cedlen  back  1  mile  from  Kinston  last  night  To-day  no  oommonicatioo 
with  Kinston.  Have  not  heard  from  there  to-day.  We  have  driven 
the  enemy  some  2  miles  in  Virginia. 

.J.  H.  HILL, 
AssistamtA  ^^utamt-OeneraL 


Headquarters, 
WUmingtoi^  If.  0.,  December  16, 1802. 

M%j.  Qen.  Oustayub  W.  Smith, 

Oommandingj  GoUMaroughj  N,  0. : 

Obnbral  :  If  compelled  to  fall  bade  from  Goldsboroagh  I  think  the 
best  line  to  take  will  be  toward  Baleigh  a  short  distance.  If  Foster  has 
conceived  the  idea  of  marching  on  Wilmington  from  Gk>ldsboroagh,  as 
is  said  by  prisoners,  his  oommnnicatiou  will  be  cat  by  yonr  people  when 
he  moves.  I  can  be  aided  by  Beauregard  with  the  hope  of  stopping 
him  on  the  northeast  bank  of  Cape  Fear  Biver.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
he  is  disposed  to  go  toward  Weldou  yon  can  play  the  same  move. 

Very  respectfully,  

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-OmeroL 

Headquarters, 
Biohmondy  Va.y  December  15, 1862. 

M^or-General  Blzet,  Oemmandrng,  Ac. : 

The  m%jor-g6neral  commanding  directs  that  the  three  Mississippi 
regiments  of  Davis'  brigade,  with  the  batteries,  and  three  select  regi- 
ments of  Daniel's  brigade,  with  the  battery,  be  put  on  the  march  for 
Gk)ldsborough  at  once  by  railroad.  I  have  notified  General  Daniel  and 
Colonel  Stone  to  provide  their  commands  with  five  days'  rations  and  be 
in  readiness.  Colonel  Walker,  commanding  city  gnard,  has  been  di- 
rected to  return  to  their  commands  the  companies  in  the  city  belonging 
to  the  above-mentioned  brigades.  You  will  direct  six  companies  of  the 
Fifby-ninth  G^rgia  Eegiment  (Col.  Jack  Brown)  to  report  to  Colonel 
Walker  at  once  in  place  of  the  companies  so  relieved.  Each  regiment 
will  carry  with  it  one  first-rate  ammunition  wagon  and  team. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  Ncrvaut, 

SAML.  W.  MELTON, 
Major  and  Assistant  At^utant-OenerdL 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Bichmand^  Fa.,  December  15, 1862. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Fredericksburgy  Va. : 

General  G.  W.  Smith,  by  courier  from  Petersburg,  reports  the  enemy, 
22,000  strong,  to  be  pressing  Evans  at  Kinston.  The  railroad  connec- 
tion and  Baleigh  must,  he  fears,  be  lost  without  further  support  He 
proposes  to  withdraw  re-enforcements  from  this  vicinity  and  the  Black- 
water,  trusting  to  you  to  sustain  tho  city  if  absolutely  necessary.  As 
I  see  no  'nstaut  prospect  of  attack  here  1  approve  his  purpose,  bat 
deem  it  proper  to  inform  you. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Obaf.  XXZ.]         COBBE8P0NDENCE,  ETC.— CONFEDESATE.  80& 

BiOHMom),  Ya.,  Beeemher  15, 18112. 
To  the  Pbesidbnt,  Montgomery,  Ala. : 

GeDenJ  K.  £.  Lsb: 

I  arriyed  here  (Ooldsborou^hy  N.  C. )  at  3  p.  m.  The  telegraph  with  General  Eyana 
ia  cnt  off.  By  latest  information  he  waa  at  Falling  Creek,  6  mifee  this  side  of  Kinaton. 
Enemy  now  estimated  at  30,000|  and  sconts  report  re^enforcements  constantly  arriy- 
inff  mm  New  Berne.  Goyemor  Vanee  is  here.  All  accounts  agree  that  our  troopa 
belayed  admirably  in  the  engagement  yesterday. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

The  above  jast  received  at  8.d0  p.  m.  We  have  sent  all  the  le-en- 
forcements  to  be  spared  here,  from  the  Blackwater,  and  in  North  Oaio- 
lina.  General  Beauregard  has  promised  5,000,  which  I  hoi>e  will  arrive 
ill  time.  I  have  ordered  here,  if  possible  to  be  spared,  two  regiments 
from  General  Samuel  Jones  and  two  firom  General  Humphrey  MarshaU. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  Wair. 

Dboembbb  16, 1862. 

M%j.  Gen.  Gustayub  W.  Smith,  Goldebaroughj  N.  0. : 

The  line  bein^  cnt  by  the  enemy,  can  I  help  you  by  moving  up  to  any 
point  on  the  railroad,  or  shall  I  waitt    Glad  my  last  train  reached  yon. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Briffodier'  OenerdL 


GoLDSBOBOUGH,  N.  0.,  Deoofnber  16, 1862—8  p.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  8.  G.  Fbsnoh,  Moeeley  HMj  N.  0.  : 

GBNEBAii*.  I  shall  send  down  five  trains  to-night,  and  I  think  it  would 
be  well  to  have  the  men  sleep  on  board  in  case  the  enemy  move  upon 
the  nulroad  and  county  bridges.  General  Gllngman  should  be  re-en- 
forced at  once  or  we  lose  all  chance  of  taking  the  offensive  when  our 
forces  arrive.  It  might  be  very  important  to  have  a  battery  promptly 
brought  up.  How  many  pieces  have  youf  None  of  the  troops  from 
Bichmond  have  arrived  yet,  and  the  batteries  are  behind  the  infantry. 
The  two  30-pounder8  got  here  to-day,  but  without  horses.  They  are 
almost  useless,  if  not  in  the  way.  Large  number  of  trains  have  been 
sent  up,  and  I  hope  to  be  able  to  bring  down  some  horses  and  wagons 
for  the  command.  One  reg^ent  (the  Fifty -second  North  Carolina)  has 
just  arrived.  I  shall  send  it  over  the  river.  I  Uiink  if  it  is  practicable 
that  General  Pettigrew  had  better  come  up  in  the  first  train  with 
Burgwyn's  regiment,  and  that  his  troops  should  follow.  Let  Gen^ul 
Bobirtson  hold  position  at  Spring  Bank  Bridge  with,  say,  two  regiments 
and  two  pieces,  and  let  General  Evans,  with  his  brigade,  take  position 
to  cover  the  town  on  this  side,  support  Bobertson  if  it  should  be  neces- 
sary, and  be  in  place  to  support  the  troops  beyond  the  bridges  if  re- 
quired. There  are  five  field  pieces  now  at  and  beyond  the  bridges, 
with  Col.  rS.  D.]  Pool's  battalion  of  artillery  and  Glingman's  two  regi- 
ments. Tne  almost  entire  absence  of  information  and  the  confiicting 
nature  of  what  is  brought  in  make  it  very  difficult  to  determine  upon 
anything  understandingly.  If  General  Pettigrew's  brigade  crosses  over 
I  desire  that  you  should  take  command  of  the  forces  on  that  side;  that 
is,  of  Glingman  and  Pettigrew.  When  my  six  regiments  get  here,  if  the 
movement  is  made  on  the  other  bank,  we  will,  I  hope,  be  strong  enough 
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to  leave  a  sniBcient  foice  to  protect  this  place  from  any  movement  they 
may  make  firom  the  other  side  of  the  river  by  their  pontoon  bridge,  and 
still  be  strong  enough  on  that  bank  to  beat  them.  Such  is  an  outline  of 
my  present  intention,  as  far  as  the  present  information  enables  me  to 
jadge  of  the  probable  views  and  intentions  of  the  enemy.  If  you  receive 
no  mrther  instructions,  let  Pettigrew's  brigade  come  up  to  this  place  at 
daylight  and  Evans  fall  back  in  ^is  direction,  as  above,  Robertson  tak- 
ing position  at  Spring  Bank  Bridge,  leaving  outlying  guards  below  upon 
the  river  and  roads  for  the  purpose  of  giving  icdBormation. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

OmenU. 


P.  S. — ^Yonr  note  of  9^  p.  m.  was  received  Just  after  the  above  was 
signed.  We  have  not  yet  been  in  condition  to  cross  the  river  at  this 
point  and  move  forward,  but  must  await  the  arrival  of  the  troops  from 
Bichmond  and  horses  to  mount  the  cavalry  before  we  can  hope  to  act 
witli  effect  in  the  presence  of  such  a  force. 


Heabquabtebs, 
WhUe  EaU  Bridge^  N.  0.,  December  16, 1862—4.30  p.  m. 

[Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French:] 

Genesal:  About  two  hours  since  it  was  reported  that  the  enemy, 
after  leaving  the  bridge,  moved  up  the  river,  but  the  news  was  not  oon- 
drmed.  Their  ambulance  and  wagon  trains  are  now  passiuff  White  Hall, 
going  in  the  same  direction.  They  are  undoubtedly  making  direct  for 
the  railroad,  which  I  have  suspected  since  yesterday  evening.  Huny 
up  the  ammunition  for  Leventhorpe.  Firing  has  nearly  ceased. 
La  haste,  most  respectfully, 

B.  H.  B0BBBT80N, 

Brigadier-OemeraiL 


Wilmington,  N.  0.,  December  16, 1862. 

General  Gustayus  W.  Smith,  Goldehoroughy  N,  0. : 

Two  regiments  and  a  batteiy  have  arrived  from  Beauregard.    Tele- 
graph your  orders.  

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-OeneraiL 

Sfbino  Bank,  N.  0., 
December  — ,  1862 — sundown. 

M%j.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Oommandingj  dkc, : 

General  :  Two  hundred  of  the  Thirty-first  Begiment  were  left  on 
guard  at  White  Hall.    They  had  no  rations.    I  think  a  force  of  30  men, 
with  2  mounted  couriers,  enough  to  guard  that  point,  considering  the 
present  position  of  the  enemy. 
Most  respectfully, 

B.  H.  BOBEBTSON, 
Jier-Chneral^  Oommamdii^. 
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Speino  Bank  Bbidoe,  N.  0., 

December  17, 1802. 
i.  Gen.  8.  6.  Fbenoh. 

Oammimdmgj  <£o.,  Cfold^forough^  3r.  0.  ; 

Osnebal:  Please  send  the  rations  to  this  point.    My  men  are,  some 
of  them,  much  in  need  of  them. 
Most  reepeotftiUy, 

B.  H.  BOBEBTSOIir, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  OomnMmding. 

P.  S^— Best  assQied  I  will  hold  the  ferry  to  the  last  extremity.    I  wiah 
joa  ooold  send  Oolonel  Leventhorpe  to  me. 


GoLDSBOBOUOH,  N.  0.,  Deoember  IB,  1802. 

Hon.  JAXBS  a.  BBDBONy 

Seereiarffo/  War: 

One  of  my  best  offleers  returned  at  2  o'clock,  having  followed  the 
enemy  13  miles  on  the  road  toward  New  Berne.  He  is  satisfied  that 
they  are  rapidly  moving  for  that  place. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mqfor'€hnerdL 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt.  0.  8.  A.. 

Biekmondj  Va.,  J/eoember  19, 1802. 
G^eral  B.  B.  Lbb: 

A  telegram  from  General  Smith  last  evening  announces  that  from  the 
report  of  one  of  his  best  officers,  who  followed  the  enemy  13  miles,  he  is 
satisfied  they  are  rapidly  retnming  to  New  Berne.  There  is  no  reliable 
intelligence  of  any  movements  of  the  enemy  either  in  the  Peninsula  or 
on  the  Blackwater.  Your  glorious  victory  has  probably  broken  up  all 
their  plans  and  frustrated  their  hopes.  No  official  intelligence  of  move* 
ments  in  the  West 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seeretmy  of  wmr. 


WiLMiNGTOK,  N.  0.,  Beeemher  19, 18G2. 
General  Bbattbboabd,  OharlesUmj  S.  0. : 
£  have  the  following  from  G.  W.  [Smith] : 

The  enemy's  next  more  will  be  here.    Think  they  will  go  back  to  New  Berne  and 
Beanfoit,  though  they  may  march  dixeet.    The  enemy  burned  the  railroad  bridge  yes- 


terday. We  crossed  oyer  the  forces  at  hand  by  the  county  bridge,  drove  them  back, 
and  sayed  the  county  bridge.  The  enemy  retired  during  the  night,  supposed  towaid 
Wilmington.  They  were  nere  in  ver^  large  foroe^  supposed  more  than  20,000.  My 
artillery  and  oayalry  haye  not  yet  arrived  from  Bichmond  and  Petersburg;  expected 
to-day  or  to-morrow.  Have  not  transportation  sufficient  even  for  ammunition.  Will 
nove  tm  soon  as  poanble. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITDTG. 
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Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  19,  \1S«2.] 
Colonel  SiHONTON,  Magnolia^  N.  C: 

Colonel  :  Betani  with  your  brigade  as  sood  as  the  train  reaches  you- 
If  the  cavalry  are  there  direct  them  to  look  oat  for  approach  of  enemy. 
Retire  on  their  advance  toward  Wilmington,  sending  me  ooorier.  Enemy 
have  retired  from  before  Goldsboroagh;  supposed  to  be  moving  in  the 
direction  of  Wilmington. 

Answer  that  you  receive  this. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier' OmeraiL 


Wilmington,  N.  C,  December  19, 1802. 

M%j.  Gen.  Gustayus  W.  Smith: 

On  receipt  of  yonr  dispatch  I  recalled  the  troops  at  Magnolia.  If 
enemy  approaches  Wilmington  it  must  be  by  the  coast  east  of  Northeast 
Branch  of  Cape  Fear  Biver. 

W.  BL  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  Oet^eraL 


Dbosmbbb  19,  iae2. 
General  Be aubbgabd,  OAorlefton,  8.  0. : 
I  received  the  following  dispatch  from  General  Smith  yesterday: 

Tb»  enemy's  army  bare  gone  to  New  Berne  rapidly. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING. 


Ohablbston,  8.  0., 
December  19, 1862—10^  a.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whitino, 

WUmingUmj  N.  0.: 

Enemy  have  fallen  back  in  haste  to  New  Berne;  probably  for  James 
Biver ;  bnt  still  look  out  for  Wilmington. 

G.  T.  BBAX7BBGABD, 

OeMToly  Oomimamdimg. 


Charleston,  S.  C, 
December  19, 1862—10  a.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Ooldsboroughj  N,  0. : 

Can't  enemy  be  pursued  hotly  with  40  rounds  of  ammnnition  and 
five  days'  pn  visions  in  haversacks!  They  are  probably  going  to  James 
Biver. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 
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AsjT.  Ain>  InspBOTOB  QevkraVb  Ofpioe, 

^ioAfiioiHi,  Va.,  December  20, 1862. 

XTI.  Brig.  Oen.  B.  E.  Oolston,  Provisional  Army,  wiU  report  to 
U^].  0«D.  .^nold  Blzey,  oommanding,  &o.,  in  this  city,  for  daty  in 
oommandof  ft  brigade,  to  be  oompoeed  of  the  following  regiments,  &o.: 

Tventy-ninth  ^giment  Virginia  YolonteerB,  Fiftieth  ^giment  Tir- 
ginia  VolunteerB,  Fifty-fonrtii  Regiment  Virginia  Volnnteera,  Siztjr- 
third  Begiment  Vfrgima  Volanteera,  TweDty-serenth  Battalion  Virginia 
Volnnteere. 


jr  oommand  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 


JUO.  WITHERS, 
AMietant  Atfjutant-GenenL 
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Heabquabtbbs, 
Wilmingtauj  N.  0.,  Deember  21, 1862. 

Oaptain  Newkibk,  Oomma/nding  OavaUr^ : 

Captain  :  In  case  of  an  advance  of  the  enemy  from  New  Bivcr  or 
landing  at  Topsail  you  will  direct  one  company  to  retire  by  Holly  Shel- 
ter roM,  advising  them  that  we  have  infantry  pickets  at  Island  Creek. 
The  remainder  wUl  join  you  and  keep  close  observation  on  the  enemy^s 
movements.  Scouts  should  be  frequently  sent  toward  the  enemy  to 
obtain  information. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Mer-Qtmeral^  Oimmamditig. 


Dbobmbbb  22, 1802. 
M%jor-6eneral  Smith,  OoUkhorough  If.  0. : 

I  would  like  Clingman's  brigade  (including  Baddiffe^s  and  Faison's 
regiments)  sent  back,  if  you  can  spare  them.  General  Bains  is  in  Bich- 
mond  before  now.  I  burst  my  best  gun  at  Fort  Fisher  yesterday  against 
enemy's  steamer.  Please  give  all  possible  fiusility  for  10-indh  gun  from 
Bichmond.  

w.  H.  0.  wmroTG. 


GoLDSBOSOUOH,  N.  0.,  Deomtbet  23, 1862. 

Hon.  Jaxbs  a.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

General  Evans^  brigade  reoccupied  Einston  yesterday.  The  bridge 
at  that  point  is  being  rebuilt.  General  Pettigrew's  brigade  and  Leven- 
thorpe's  regiments  were  ordered  to  Weldon  and  Petersburg  last  night, 
but  they  were  detained  by  a  collision,  in  which  two  engines  were  dis- 
abled; no  lives  lost.  The  bri^^e  started  this  afternoon.  Geoieral 
French  has  returned  to  Petersburg.  The  cars  are  running  regnlaily 
frt>m  Wilmington  to  the  Nense  Biver,  and  the  railroad  bhdge  at  that 
point  being  reconstructed. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mfffar-OeimrA 


Bubwbll'b  Bat,  Deeember  23, 1802. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hbnby  A.  WiSB : 

GENEBAii:  No  chan^  at  Newport  News;  yesterday  misty j  could 
not  see  down  to  the  Point;  the  day  before  oiuy  three  vessds  in  port 
On  Monday  45  Yankees  came  to  Smithfield  to  see  about  the  election; 
on  the  same  night  General  Pryor  visited  the  same  place.  Beport  says 
the  enemy  came  to  Isle  of  Wight  Oourt-House  yesterday. 

WILLIAM  HABMAN. 


GtoLDSBOBOUOH,  N.  C,  Beoember  27, 18d2. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddok, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  returned  this  evening  from  Wilmington.    Have  ordered  Clingman's 
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brigade  to  Greneral  Whiting  and  tbe  two  sioge  gnns  (30-poander  Par 
rotts)  to  General  French  for  the  Blaokwater.  All  is  reported  qoiet  in 
the  cureotion  of  New  Berne.    Yoor  letter  of  the  23d  is  jnst  reoeived. 

G.  W.  SMFTH, 


BwwmLi/B  Bat,  DwmUper  29, 1862. 
Brig.  Gen.  Hbnby  A.  Wise: 

General  :  Yesterday  was  the  fbrst  time  I  coold  get  a  view  of  New- 
port  News  since  my  note  of  the  2ath  instant;  it  has  been  hazy  all  ths 
time.  Found  only  two  vessels  in  sight  to-day.  A  small  sloop  passed 
down  from  Molb^ry  Island;  she  hM  the  Uidted  States  flag  flying. 

On  the  night  of  Christmas  eve  a  party  of  negroes  came  over  from 
the  other  side  and  robbed  a  gentleman  by  tibe  name  of  Branch  c^  meat 
and  other  things  to  the  value  of  over  a  thousand  dollars.  Branch  lives 
6  miles  above  my  station.  This  is  the  second  time  they  have  come  over 
since  I  came  here.  These  negroes  are  said  to  be  camped  in  nearly  eveiy 
vacant  fe^rm  house  from  Jamestown  Island  to  NewiK>rt  News.  If  I  had 
30  men  and  a  sufficient  number  of  boats  I  believe  I  could  capture  a 
number  of  these  negroes. 

l^ILLIAM  HABMAN. 


Olabbmoet,  Ikemkber  30,  [1862]. 

Gbebbal  :  I  received  two  dispatches  to-day,  one  indirect;  the  oth< 
has  been  delayed  several  days. 
YourS|  respeetfhlly. 

WM.  DICKINSON. 


JJb§kmctfimiiiFUfdSMort^^  iketro999^^IH9irtot^Ui€  Com  Jter,  mmmmmnM  fty 
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Fort  Saint  PhflJp  (iknr  oompanlaa 


Ul 
70 
86 

IB 

IS 
7 
1 

4 
19 

SB 
4 
9 

U 


1,071 
587 
887 
176 
117 
81 
71 


640 

47 

106 

108 


2,061 

1,144 

614 

861 

ao8 

110 

81 

71 

868 

078 

47 

100 

204 


1^409 
1,416 


818 

166 

88 

86 

488 

704 

61 

188 


6^879 


6,960 


7.181 
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delay. 


oompanlas  of  CKnbj.    It  ia  forwarded  without  thia  to  pioTent 
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AhMtrad  from  Field  Return  of  troops  eomnutnded  )y  yaj.  Oai.  A,  XUegt 

l&&i  (headquarterB  BMmemdf  Fa.). 


M, 


Brig.  G«ii.  H.  A.  Wise 

CoITE.  G.  Brabble 

CoIT.S.IUiett 

CoLT.  J.Fage 

CaptS.  8.  Ihw 

Onod  total 


duty. 


U2 
1S7 


16 


417 


1,817 

1,611 

1,424 

S52 


^670 


%9» 

1,804 

i,«n 

840 
806 


8.501 

2.274 

1,968 

404 

883 


6^816      7,546 


S,8U 
2;  461 


M^ 


War  Department,  G.  S.  A., 

Biohfnond^  Va.^  Januwry  1, 1863. 
General  B.  E.  Lee: 

I  have  iuformation  that  there  is  in  Hampton  Boa<>8  a  large  fleet,  said 
to  be  one  hundred  transports.  General  Smith  has  just  returned  fh>m 
North  Carolina ;  apprehends  very  seriously  invasion  on  a  large  scale  in 
that  State.  Either  that  or  a  surprise  of  this  city  may  be  meditated. 
Would  it  not  be  judicious  to  have  a  considerable  detailment  of  your 
army  either  here  or  within  supporting  distance! 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Becreiary  of  war. 


Headquarters  Proyibional  Forobb,  0.  8.  A., 

Warm  8pring$j  N.  (7.,  January  — ,  1868. 

His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Yanoe, 

Oovemor  of  the  State  of  North  Varolina : 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inform  Your  Excellency  that  upon  fhll  in- 
vestigation I  am  convinced  that  the  late  attack  on  Marshall  was  made 
by  a  band  of  men  numl>eriug  about  50  only,  who  were  instigated  by  de- 
sire of  plunder,  and  that  there  is  no  treasonable  organization  of  citizens 
of  North  Carolina  in  the  mountain  region  having  in  view  the  ii\jury  of 
the  Government  of  the  Confederate  States  or  the  giving  aid  to  that  of 
the  United  States.  Having  an  ample  force  of  Confederate  soldiers  I 
have  informed  Colonel  McElroy  that  he  can  disband  his  militia,  who 
will  be  no  doubt  of  more  service  at  home  attending  to  their  own  domes- 
tic affairs,  there  not  being  any  necessity  for  keeping  them  longer  in  tiie 
field.  I  am  pleased  to  hear  that  they  have  been  active  and  zealous  in 
searching  for  the  outlaws,  and  would  no  doubt  have  been  very  eificient 
had  the  trouble  been  as  serious  as  reported.  I  have  directed  all  the 
citizen  prisoners  to  be  turned  over  to  the  civil  authorities  of  Madison, 
requesting  Colonel  McElroy  to  guard  them  to  such  safe  jail  as  they  may 
be  committed  to.  You  will  be  fiirnished,  I  suppose,  by  Colonel  McEl- 
roy with  a  list  of  the  prisoners  and  the  evidence  against  them.  They 
are  all  implicated  in  the  [burning  of  the]  town  of  Marshall.  I  have 
placed  Maj.  [W.  N.]  Garrett,  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina  Volunteers, 
in  charge  of  a  force  of  about  200  of  his  regiment,  one  company  of  cav- 
alry, and  30  Indians,  which  force  is  now  on  Laurel  Creek.  Mi^or  Gar- 
rett has  orders  to  pursue  and  arrest  every  man  in  the  mountains,  of 
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known  bad  character,  whether  engaged  in  any  of  the  late  outrages  or 
not.  He  win  be  aided  by  six  companies  of  cavalry,  scouring  the  mount- 
ain regions  in  Washin^'ton,  Garter,  and  Johnson  Counties,  Tennessee. 
Ool.  W.  H.  Thomas,  with  200  whites  and  Indians  of  his  legion,  is  oper- 
ating in  Madison,  aud  will  go  into  Haywood.  Jacksou,  and  Cherokee 
Counties,  North  Carolina,  and  Clay  County,  Georgia,  with  orders  to  ar- 
rest all  deserters  and  recusant  conscripts  and  all  tories  who  have  been 
emgskged  in  unlawful  practices  on  the  Tennessee  line  of  the  mountains. 
He  will  be  aided  by  cavalry  and  infantry.  I  have  ordered  Major  Gar- 
rett to  arrest  all  deserters  he  may  find  and  to  clear  the  counties  lying 
adjacent  to  the  mountains  of  them  before  he  returns  to  his  comman£ 
I  am  satisfied  they  are  leagued  with  disloyal  men  frequently  and  per- 
petrate many  ci  tihe  crimes  which  are  committed  in  this  part  of  the 
State.  Believing  that  it  will  be  of  service  to  your  State  to  get  rid  of 
such  a  population  as  that  inhabiting  the  Laurel  region  I  have  proposed 
to  allow  all  who  are  not  implicated  in  any  crime  to  leave  the  State  and 
to  aid  them  in  crossing  into  Kentucky.  I  am  informed  that  nearly  the 
whole  population  are  desirous  of  accepting  this  offer.  They  will  be 
driven  to  do  so  from  necessity,  as  I  learn  our  troops  have  consumed  all 
the  com  and  meat  in  the  settlement.  If  the  people  alluded  to  agree  to 
emigrate  I  will  cause  them  to  be  paid  for  their  property  used  by  our 
troops.  Those  who  are  of  good  character  and  who  have  not  been  guilty 
of  any  offense  have  not  l^n  molested  by  our  troops,  and  will  not  of 
course  be  included  among  the  number  who  are  to  be  induced  to  emi- 
grate as  mentioned.  I  propose  to  give  all  tories  of  bad  character  who 
may  be  arrested  the  option  of  going  to  prison  (unless  they  find  security 
for  good  behavior)  or  of  enlisting  in  the  army.  If  they  enlist  they  will 
be  sent  to  Mississippi,  from  whence  they  wiU  not  find  it  so  easy  to  desert. 
I  am  in  hopes  the  measures  adopted  wUl  secure  peace  and  security  to 
the  families  of  our  soldiers  and  to  the  good  citizens  living  in  this  region 
of  the  State.  I  feel  gratified  in  being  able  to  assist  in  producing  such 
results,  and  shall  at  any  future  trial  be  glad  to  serve  your  State,  which 
has  become  endeared  to  the  army  by  the  patriotism  exhibited  by  her 
children  at  home  and  the  valor  ofcher  soldiers  in  the  field. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftdly,  Your  Excellency's  obedient 
servant, 

W.  G.  M.  DAVIS, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


Wab  Dspabtmbnt.  C.  S.  a., 
Eiokmandy  Fa.,  flanuary  2, 1803. 

General  G.  T.  Bbaubeoabd,  Oharlestan,  S.  0. : 

General  Smith  seriously  apprehends  renewed  invasion  in  North  Car- 
olina, directed  most  probably  on  Wilmington.  Can  you  not  again  send 
assistance,  and,  as  General  Smith  desires,  if  the  attack  be  made,  give 
the  potent  aid  of  your  presence  t 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

BiOHMom),  Va.,  January  2, 1803. 
M%jor-General  Fbbnoh: 

The  troops  recently  sent  fixim  here  under  Brigadier-General  Colston 
and  one  regiment  of  cavalry  will  be  left  to  protect  Petersburg,  Va., 
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Weldon,  and  the  Blackwater.  Toa  will  move  with  the  rest  of  yoni 
troops  as  soon  as  possible  to  Goldsborough  aud  take  command  there 
nntil  my  arrival. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Majar-GeneroL 

Was  Depabtment,  0.  S.  A., 
BiehfMndj  Va.^  Jamuary  2, 1863. 

General  G   T.  BEiXTREGABD,  GharlesUmy  S.  0.  : 

Further,  more  reliable  intelligenoe  indicates  very  strongly  the  porpoee 
of  the  enemy  to  move  with  force  (supposed  to  be  30.000  men)  in  North 
Carolina,  probably  on  Wilmington,  landing  at  New  Berne  or  Morehead 
City,  mardiing  to  Bwansborongh ;  thenoe  along  the  coast.  Aid  as  soon 
and  as  fikr  as  yon  can  wil^  safety. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seoreiarff  of  wmr. 

Was  Depabtment,  0.  8.  A., 
BiiAmondy  Va^y  Jammary  2, 1863. 

General  B.  B.  Lee,  Frederiekshurgy  Va. : 

Information  of  fleet  in  the  Beads  derived  from  two  different  gentlemen 
residing  on  the  bay,  represented  (bat  not  known  to  me)  as  reliable.  Li- 
fonnation  of  expected  movement  in  NorUi  Carolina  and  probable  intent 
to  advance  on  Wilmington  ftom  private  sources  at  New  Beme  voa<died 
by  past  experience  to  be  trustworthy.  I  have  telegraphed  General 
Beauregard  requesting  aid,  as  fiEu*  as  safe  to  himself,  for  Wilmington. 
He  had  withdrawn  his  late  re-enforcement.  General  Smith  nearly  strips 
Richmond,  leaving  only  about  2,500  men. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seerekurif  of  war. 

Was  Depabtment,  0.  S.  A., 
Biohmondj  Fa.,  Jamuary  2, 1863. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Frederickshurgy  Va. : 

Beliable  information  satisfies  me  there  has  been  in  the  bay  a  large 
fleet.  Their  movements  are  puzzling-  They  brought  some  troops  to 
Gloucester  Point  and  Torktown,  probably  new  levies,  and  carried  off 
others.  The  fleet,  (containing  at  the  least  7,000  or  8,000  men,  sailed  up 
the  bay  at  least  as  far  as  New  Point  Whether  this  was  a  ruse  and  th^ 
returned  and  passed  the  capes  at  night  I  cannot  learn.  I  think  it  prob^ 
able,  for  firom  all  items  of  intelligence  I  coiyecture  an  expedition  med- 
itated on  North  Carolina.  General  Bragg's  victory  more  complete  and 
its  fruits  greater  than  at  first  supposed.  The  enemy  in  retreat,  with  our 
cavalry  in  his  rear. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Seoretargof  War. 

Feedebicksbubo,  Ya.,  JamMory  2, 1868. 
HoiL  James  A  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Tour  dispatches  of  1st  and  2d  just  received.    Is  the  information  of 
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tbe  presence  of  the  transports  trnef  They  have  not  passed  down  the 
Potomac,  nor  is  there  any  indication  in  General  Bomside's  army  to 
show  a  purpose  of  moving. 

B.  E.  LEE. 


Wab  Department,  0.  8.  A., 
Richmandj  Fa.,  January  2, 1863. 
Gol.  J.  F.  GnJiEB, 

Chief  of  Engineer  Bureau : 

Sib  :  By  a  contract  made  by  my  predecessor  (General  Randolph)  with 
the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad  Company,  they  undertook  the 
construction  of  the  connection  between  Danville  and  Greensborough, 
in  North  Carolina,  and  were  to  receive  bonds  of  the  Confederate  Gov- 
ernment, bearing  8  per  cent,  interest,  for  $1,000,000  ^the  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  act  of  Congress),  less  by  the  sum  of  176,000,  which  was 
advanced  them.  This  contract  was  made  on  May  6  last,  and  the  rail- 
road company,  having  given  Uie  bond  and  executed  the  securities  re- 
quired for  the  future  repayment  of  the  amount,  are  entitied  to  receive  the 
bonds  for  $925,000,  to  be  issued  as  of  May  6  last.  You  are  requested  to 
draw  a  requisition  upon  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury  for  the  amount 
of  bonds  to  which  the  company  is  entitled,  and  to  hand  them  to  Lewis 
E.  Harvie,  esq.,  president  of  the  road,  or  his  authorized  agent,  taking  a 
receipt  for  them. 

Tour  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  SBDDOK 
Secretary  of  War. 


Ohablbston,  S.  C,  January  2, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  GusTAvus  W.  Smith, 

Ooldeboroughy  N,  C : 

War  Department  anticipates  [attack!  in  force  on  Wilmington^  but  I 
believe  their  real  objective  point  is  Weldon ;  therefore  look  out  m  that 
quarter.  But  their  troops  once  afloat  may  be  landed  anywhere  on  the 
coast.    Bragg  has  gained  brilliant  victory :  driven  enemy  at  all  points. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


CnABLESTON,  S.  C,  January  2, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Riohmomd^  Ya. : 

I  fear  real  point  of  attack  is  Weldon,  not  Wilmington.  Will  render 
all  assistance  possible,  but  to  send  troops  hence  far  as  Weldon  might 
endanger  Charleston.  Enemy's  troops  once  afloat  can  be  landed  any- 
where. Railroad  to  Wilmington  in  wretched  condition;  1,000  men 
forty-eight  hours  on  way.  Please  see  return,  transmitted  three  days 
since,  for  effective  force  in  whole  department. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 


ENamEEB  BuBEAU,  January  2, 1863. 
Col.  Walteb  Gwynn,  OreenviUCj  N.  0, : 

COLomsL :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  tbe  30th  instant  [ultimo], 
informing  me  that  you  would  go  over  to  tlie  Tar  River  the  following  day 
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to  lay  off  works  at  a  point  5  miles  above  Greenville  and  obstruct  the 
river,  in  obedience  to  orders  from  Maj.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith.  Those 
work8  must  be  pressed  forward  with  gr^at  energy.  Yon  will  at  onoe 
report  fally  to  Major-General  French  all  your  operations  for  the  de- 
fense of  the  Tar  and  Roanoke  Rivers,  receive  his  orders  as  to  the  points 
to  be  occupied,  and  act  in  all  things  in  full  concert  with  the  troops  under 
his  command.  Substantial  obstructions  should  be  placed  at  onoe  in  tlie 
two  rivers.  You  will  give  these  works  your  immediate  and  constant 
attention.  If  a  pile-driver  is  necessary  to  the  building  of  the  obstruc- 
tions have  one  completed  at  the  earliest  moment  practicable. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMER, 
CoUmel  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bureau. 


War  Department,  0.  S.  A., 
Ri6tmMiA^  Fa.,  Jofiicary  3, 1863. 
General  R.  £.  Lee: 

Sm :  I  write  to  give  you  rather  fuller  information  than  the  telegraph 
readily  allows  of  the  various  items  of  intelligence  we  have  of  the  move- 
ments of  the  enemy  on  the  bay  and  in  North  Carolina,  and  of  the  sur- 
mises they  give  rise  to.  For  some  days  past  from  various  sources, 
represented  as  reliable  but  communicated  at  second  hand  and  in  rather 
a  vague  form,  I  have  been  informed  that  there  was  a  large  fleet  of  trans- 
ports in  the  bay,  estimated  by  one  as  100  in  number,  by  another  as  being 
frilly  as  numerous  as  when  McGlellan's  army  was  being  transported  to 
the  Peninsula.  As  I  did  not  know  the  informants,  and  the  accounts,  I 
felt  sure,  must  be  exaggerated,  I  thought  it  prudent  to  give  you  notice, 
but  did  not  attach  much  weight  to  them.  La«t  night,  however,  there 
was  handed  me  by  Mr.  Jones,  the  delegate  in  the  Virginia  Assembly 
from  Gloucester,  a  letter  from  his  brother,  whom  I  knew  well,  giving 
not  only  what  he  had  collected  but  what  had  been  reported  by  two  of 
GiBueral  Wise's  scouts.  That  letter*  I  inclose.  Its  substantial  accu- 
racy may  be,  I  think,  relied  on.  I  infer  from  it  that  there  is  some 
decided  movement  in  contemplation  by  the  enemy.  They  may  be 
bringing  down  troops  from  Washington  and  Annapolis  and  carrying 
others  back,  or  they  may  be  bringing  troops  from  Burnside's  army. 
Mr.  Dudley,  the  president  of  the  York  River  Railroad,  has  just  called 
to  inform  me  that  a  man  living  in  Matthews  County,  near  New  Point, 
whom  he  believes  perfectly  reliable,  reports  more  than  lOO^-indeed, 
than  200— vessels  were  seen  by  him  a  few  days  ago  to  come  from  toward 
the  mouth  of  the  Potomac  and  proceed  toward  Old  Point.  I  cannot 
believe  in  any  such  number,  especially  as  you  are  sure  Burnside  has 
not  sent  off  any  considerable  force,  and  that  no  large  number  of  trans- 
ports have  proceeded  down  the  Potomac.  I  have  no  information  of  any 
considerable  number  now  in  the  bay.  I  have  also  intelligence  that 
the  forces  at  Suffolk  were  lately  largely  re-enforced,  and  that  a  force  of 
some  5,000  have  preceded  them  by  Gatesville  toward  North  Carolina. 
I  learn  that  immediately  after  the  return  of  the  late  Federal  expedition 
to  New  Berne  General  Foster  proceeded  to  Old  Point;  then,  after 
a  short  delay,  proceeded  to  Washington,  and  very  soon  returned  and 
set  off  at  onct*  for  New  Berne.  We  have,  too,  information  from  the 
same  person  who  gave  *  ery  accurate  information  from  New  Berne  of 
the  late  foray  of  the  enemy  from  there,  that  another  expedition  is  being 

*  Not  foim(L 
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prepared  there,  to  be  aooompanied  by  a  feint  on  Goldsboroagh  bat 
really  intended  for  Wilming^n.  Oeneral  Smith  is  fully  possessed, 
from  all  he  has  learned,  with  the  conviction  of  sach  design;  and  Q^neral 
French,  without  being  so  decided  that  Wilmington  is  to  be  aimed  at, 
shares  the  conviction  that  some  serioas  blow  in  North  Carolina  is  med- 
itated. I  tiiink  it  very  probable  that  on  his  late  expedition  Foster 
obtained  information  that  encouraged  him  to  some  serious  operation, 
and  that  he  returned  to  Washington  to  urge  and  arrange  for  it. 

There  is  said  to  be  between  political  parties  in  North  Carolina  at  this 
time  much  bitterness,  and  that  no  little  disaffection  to  the  Confederacy 
exists,  and  that  adverse  military  events  just  now  in  the  State  might 
eventuate  in  very  grave  efforts  to  separate  from  the  Confederacy  and 
arrange  with  the  Federal  Government.  I  cannot  credit  this  danger, 
but  all  accounts  agree  as  to  the  existence  of  great  discontent  and  com- 
plaint of  desertion  by  the  Government.  This  renders  more  important 
all  means  in  our  power  to  repel  promptly  any  serious  invasion.  Under 
this  feeling  I  have  telegraphed  General  Beauregard  to  render  all  aid  in 
his  power  to  Wilmington.  He  has  promised  to  do  so,  but  thinks  Golds- 
borough  or  Weldon  more  apt  to  be  aimed  at,  and  says  in  the  present  state 
of  transportation  on  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  road  he  does  not  deem 
it  safe  to  send  his  troops  farther  than  Wilmington.  I  have  also  allowed 
General  Smith  almost  to  strip  this  city,  leaving  here  only  some  2,500  or 
2,700  men,  of  whom  there  are  only  500  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  1  have  coun- 
seled him  instead  of  taking  all  the  forces  he  is  collecting  (amounting  to 
10,000  or  12,000)  to  Goldsborough,  as  he  intended,  to  have  there  only  a 
brigade  and  concentrate  the  residue  either  at  Weldon  or  Bocky  Mount, 
so  as  to  be  ready  to  move  readily  either  back  toward  Petersburg  or  on 
toward  Gk)ld8borough  and  Wilmington,  as  the  enemy  may  move.  With 
Beauregard's  aid  Wilmington  could  resist  s^uccessfully,  he  (General 
(Smith)  thinks,  until  he  could  arrive  from  Weldon.  I  think  he  will 
pursue  this  course,  but  he  laments  much  the  paucity  of  his  numbers  and 
wishes  earnestly  to  be  re-enforced.  I  feel  no  serious  apprehension  about 
this  place,  and  yet,  considering  its  importance,  feel  bound  to  guard  against 
the  contingency  of  a  surprise.  Your  gallant  officers,  Stuart  and  Hampton, 
have  shamed  the  enemy  into  more  enterprise,  as  shown  by  their  recent 
successful  raid  on  the  railroad  at  Bristol.  A  sudden  dash  of  the  forces 
on  the  Peninsula  or  firom  Suffolk  might  endanger  us  here.  I  should 
therefore  feel  bettor  satisfied  if  we  had  a  portion  of  your  force,  say 
some  5,000  or  10,000  men,  here,  or  oven  as  near  as  the  Junction,  whence 
by  two  roads  they  could  be  speedily  brought  in  case  of  need.  Having 
informed  you,  however,  fully,  I  trust  the  decision  to  your  judgment,  as 
your  command  extends  over  the  city  and  you  are  fully  aware  of  the 
necessity  of  watching  over  and  defending  it 

I  ought  not  to  conclude  without  adding  that  General  Samuel  Jones 
has  written  to  urge  the  return  of  a  force  to  him  equivalent  to  what  he 
sent  here  under  my  late  orders.  The  number  was  about  2,500.  He 
would  prefer  other  forces,  as  he  thinks  those  sent  by  him  would  be  more 
useful  at  a  greater  distance  from  their  homes.  The  late  spirit  of  enter- 
prise manifested  by  the  Federals  in  the  attack  on  the  railroad  has  alarmed 
him  for  exposed  portions  of  Greenbrier  and  Monroe,  which  fertile  coun- 
ties will  be  almost  indispensable  to  him  in  the  spring.  He  thinks,  too, 
that  there  will  be  an  earnest  effort  to  obtain  possession  of  all  the  coun- 
ties embraced  in  the  newly-admitted  State  of  West  Virj^inia.  I  fear 
there  is  little  prospect  of  returning  his  forces  or  their  equivalent  unless 
you  can  feel  safe  to  spare  them,  at  least  until  after  the  i*esult  of  the 
threatened  movements  in  North  Carolina. 
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General  Pemberton  telegraphs  to-day  th&t  the  enemy  at  Yicksbiirg, 
being  repalsed  in  several  attacks  on  our  positions,  have  apparently  re- 
linqaishod  their  enterprise  and  have  re-embarked.    No  farther  dispateh 
from  General  Bragg. 
With  high  consideration  and  esteem,  most  respectfally,  vonrs, 

J.  A.  BEDDON, 
Seeretarff  of  War. 

BiOHMOND,  Ya.,  January  3, 1863. 
General  8.  G.  Fbbnoh, 

Gammandingy  Petersburg^  Va. : 

Oontentrate  all  your  forces  near  Weldon  and  Bocky  Moont  ready  to 
move  in  any  direction,  except  Colston's  brigade  and  one  regiment  of 
cavalry,  which  will  be  left  to  ^aard  Petersburg  and  the  Blackwater.  I 
espect  General  Beauregard  will  re-enforce  wSmington,  and  that  Gen- 
eral Lee  will  place  troops  in  position  to  guard  Bichmond  and  Petersburg 
from  being  tai^en  during  our  absence.  You  had,  I  think,  better  take 
Weldon  or  Bocky  Mount  for  your  headquarters  at  present.  The  cipher 
telegram  of  yesterday  directed  you  to  move  to  Gol<&borough.  This  has 
been  changed  as  above,  pending  certain  information  of  actual  move- 
ments of  the  enemy.  Please  have  the  troops  of  Daniel's  brigade  which 
were  sent  from  here  to  Petersburg  last  night  forwarded  to  Goldsborough 
as  soon  as  possible.  I  am  endeavoring  to  obtain  additional  troops  from 
General  Lee's  army  for  service  in  North  Carolina,  and  will  probably 
know  by  to-night  or  to-morrow  morning  the  result  of  my  efforts,  and  I 
shall  thereupon  return  to  North  Carolina.  Please  write' me  fully  by  xe- 
tjom  of  messenger. 

Yery  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mafar-C^eneraL 

CHABLEsroN,  S.  C,  January  3, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Wilmingtanj  N.  0, : 

Here  is  Smith's  telegram : 

General  Beauregard  has  been  requested  by  Secretary  of  War  to  assist  yon  in  resist 
ing  the  threatened  attack.    I  will  concentrate  as  soon  as  posidble. 

G.  T.  BEAUEEGABD, 

Oeneralj  Commanding, 


Chablbston,  S.  C,  Ja/nuary  3, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

WUfningtony  N,  C. : 

Cannot  translate  all  Smith's  telegram,  but  it  refers  to  following  ftom 
Secretary  of  War : 

Enemy's  intelligence  indicates  strongly  his  purpose  to  moye  with  force  (supposed 
^,000),  probably  on  Wilmingtoni  landing  at  aew  Berne  or  Morehead  City,  marching 
to  Swansborough ;  thence  along  coast. 

I  must  SAd  soon  and  fur  as  can  with  safety,  but  I  cannot  do  much 
beyond  leaving  forces  still  with  yon,  for  railroads  are  too  slow,  not 
knowing  where  enemy  are  going  to  strike. 

G.  T.  BBAUEBQAKD. 
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Chableston,  S.  C,  January  3, 1863. 

Brig.  Oen.  H.  W.  Mesoeb,  SavannaKf  Oa. : 

Harrison's  brigade  will  be  delayed  for  a  time  at  Wilmington.    Please 
send  to  it  cooking  utensils  and  change  of  clothing. 

THOMAS  JORDAN, 

Chief  0/ Staff. 


Ohaslbston,  S.  O.y  January  3, 1863. 

S.  GOOPBBy 

Adjutant  and  Intpeetar  Oeneralj  Savannakj  Oa. : 

Five  Whitworth  12-ponnder  gnns  have  lately  arrived  at  Wilmington. 
Cannot  two  be  sent  here  and  two  to  Savannah  for  Genesis  Pointf  They 
are  much  required  to  drive  off  blockaders. 

O.  T.  BEAUBEOABD. 


BiOHMom),  Ya..  January  3, 1863. 
OenenJ  G.  T.  Bbaubboabd, 

OharUstanj  8.  C. : 

The  guns  have  been  already  disposed  of  by  the  Secretary  of  War— one 
retain^  at  Wilmington,  one  sent  to  Charleston,  one  to  Mobile,  and  one 
to  Yioksbnrg.    The  fifth  belongs  to  the  Navy  Department. 

8.  COOPBB, 
Adjutant  a/nd  Inspector  OenerdL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Abmt  op  Nobthsbn  VntamiA, 

January  3, 1863. 
Hon.  JAJfflBS  A.  Seddon^ 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  replied  by  telegraph  to  your  dispatches  of  the  1st  and  2d,  but 
as  the  line  does  not  seem  to  be  in  operation  I  think  proper  to  write  by 
moil  to-day.  it  is  very  important  to  ascertain  the  correctness  of  the  in- 
formation conveyed  in  your  dispatches,  and  if  transports  are  in  Hamp- 
ton Heads  their  puri>ose  and  cargoes.  It  is  customary  at  this  season  of 
the  year  for  coasters  to  take  reAige  in  those  waters  from  impending  or 
apprehended  storms.  I  have  myself  counted  over  one  hundred  vessels 
that  hud  taken  shelter  there  at  one  time.  I  can  discover  no  indications 
of  any  movement  of  General  Bnruside's  army,  and  teel  very  confident 
that  the  transports  mentioned  did  not  descend  the  Potomac,  nor  do  I 
think  any  considerable  portion  of  General  Burnside's  army  could  have 
been  embarked  withont  my  knowledge.  I  have  scouts  on  the  right 
and  left  flanks  of  the  enemy,  which  extend  to  the  Potomac,  and  re- 
ceive information  of  all  movements  of  importanci\  On  the  31st  ultimo 
I  dispatched  General  Stuart  with  a  large  detachment  of  cuvalrv  to  pen- 
etrate the  rear  of  the  enemy,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  his  position 
and  purpose.  He  followed  his  line  of  coniuHinication  from  Dumfries  to 
the  Little  Biver  turnpike,  passing  between  Fairlax  Court  House  an-.' 
Alexandria,  returning  through  Aldie  and  Warrenton.  He  reports  all 
quiet  and  could  learn  nothing  of  a^y  projected  operation.  In  addition 
to  obtaining  information  my  object  was  to  create  anxiety  for  his  com- 
munications and  cause  him,  if  possible,  to  discover  his  intentions.  He 
threw  out  large  bodies  of  troops  in  the  direction  of  the  Oranj^e  and 
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Alexandria  Railroad,  which  they  reached  and  tore  up  a  portion  ofl  The 
destruction  of  the  road  might  have  been  canaed  by  my  having  the  bridge 
at  Rappahannock  Station  reconstmcted  and  a  train  of  cars  sent  to  War- 
ronton  Junction  daring  General  Stuart's  expedition.  General  Staart 
captured  over  200  prisoners,  destroyed  several  wagons,  cavalry  camps, 
&C..  and  caused  the  destruction  by  the  enemy  of  several  d^)ote  of  pro- 
visions  on  the  routes. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  liBB, 

P.  S. — All  the  detachments  of  the  enemy  toward  the  railroad  have 
returned  within  their  lines. 


[Januaby  3, 18d3. — For  Gist^s  report  of  movements  to  re-eoftiroe 
Wilmington  in  December,  1862,  see  Series  I,  Vol.  XIY,  p.  74L] 


Hbadquabtbbs  Abvt  of  Nobthbbn  Yiboihia, 

Camp  near  Fredericksburg^  Va.^  Jemuwrjf  4, 1868. 

Miy.  Gen.  Gustavtts  W.  Smith, 

(hmmamdingj  Richmond^  Va. : 

Gbnbbal:  Your  letter  of  the  1st  instant  has  been  received.  As 
yon  seem  to  be  certain  that  the  enemy  are  reinforcing  Suffolk  and 
passing  troops  fh>m  that  point  to  New  Berne  I  would  recommend  that 
you  collect  a  force  at  Goldsborough  and  within  supporting  distance  of 
it  adequate  to  oppose  them.  I  do  not  think  that  the  enemy  can  bring 
into  the  field  in  that  region  at  present  a  large  or  stable  force— their 
troops  must  be  new  and  not  very  reliable — ^nor  have  they  any  officer 
there  that  I  am  aware  of  in  whom  much  confidence  is  reposed  by  his 
Government.  It  is  as  impossible  for  him  to  have  a  large  operating 
army  at  every  assailable  point  in  our  territory  as  it  is  for  us  to  keep 
one  to  defend  it.  We  must  move  our  troops  from  point  to  point  as  re- 
quired, and  by  dose  observation  and  accurate  information  ttie  true 
point  of  attack  can  generally  be  ascertained.  I  may  be  mistaken,  but 
I  have  thought  that  the  troops  at  your  disposal  would  be  sufficient  to 
drive  back  the  threatened  incursions  of  the  enemy  south  of  James  River 
until  he  is  re-enforced  from  some  of  his  armies  now  in  the  field.  Gen- 
eral Bumside  has  all  his  army  between  Fredericksburg  and  Aquia 
Greek,  with  the  addition  of  Sigel's  corps.  His  own  headquarters  are 
near  Brooke's  Station,  nor  is  there  any  indicatiou  of  an  embarkation  or 
retrograde  movement  or  going  into  winter  quarters.  I  think  it  danger- 
ous to  diminish  this  army  until  something  can  be  ascertained  of  the  in- 
tentions of  that  opposed  to  it,  and  I  hope  you  will  be  able  by  judicious 
arrangement  and  concentration  of  the  troops  under  your  command  to 
protect  the  frontier  line  of  North  Carolina.  Partial  encroachments  of 
the  enemy  we  must  expect,  but  they  can  always  be  recovered,  and  any 
defeat  of  their  large  army  will  reinstate  everything.  From  information 
received  from  the  Secretary  of  War  1  yesterday  put  Ransom's  division 
in  motion  to  Hanover  Junction,  and  will  continue  him  to  Biohmond 
unless  I  receive  Ovher  information.  Yon  will  find  it  necessary  in  North 
Oarolina  to  dispose  your  troops  so  that  they  can  march  to  the  points 
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required  instead  of  tniBtiiig  to  the  railroads,  otherwise  it  will  be  impoe- 
sible  to  collect  your  troops  as  speedily  as  necessary.  The  railirnds 
mast  be  reserved  for  transporting  munitions  of  war.  I  would  recom- 
mend that  yoa  take  the  field  in  person  and  endeavor  to  get  oat  troops 
fh>m  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  her  defense.  W  iimington  shomd 
be  defended  at  all  hazards. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  year  obedient  servant, 


Hbadquabtbbs  Abmy  of  Nobthbbn  Yiboinia, 

January  5, 18d3. 
Hon.  Sbobbtabt  of  Wab,  Bieknumdj  Va. : 

Bib  :  I  have  to  thank  yoa  for  yonr  long  explanatory  letter  of  the  Sd 
instant  in  relation  to  operations  in  North  Carolina.  Owing  to  the  posi- 
tion of  the  enemy,  the  features  of  the  country,  and  the  strength  of 
our  army  in  that  State  we  can  only  at  present  expect  to  act  upon  the 
defensive.  I  hope  we  shall  be  able  to  obtain  troops  for  that  purpose. 
£  have  relied  much  on  the  troops  of  tlukt  State  turning  out  for  its  defense, 
and  have  heretofore  found  that  they  have  cheerfully  and  promptly  done 
so  when  necessity  required.  If  you  think  any  benefit  will  be  derived 
by  sending  an  officer  to  Baleigh  to  inspirit  or  encourage  the  people  I 
will  detam  from  this  army  Mi^  €ton.  D.  H.  Hill,  a  native  of  North 
Carolina,  and  a  most  valuable  officer,  for  the  purpose.  By  co-operating 
with  the  Governor  and  State  authorities  great  advantage  might  be 
gained.  At  this  distance  I  do  not  see  how  offensive  operatu>ns  could  be 
undertaken  with  advantage,  as  the  most  we  could  hope  for  would  be  to 
drive  the  enemy  to  his  gunboats,  where  he  would  be  safe.  The  assign- 
ment therefore  of  any  of  our  active  forces  to  North  Carolina  would  be 
to  withdraw  them  from  the  field  of  operations,  where,  as  £Ar  as  I  can 
yet  discover,  they  may  be  much  needed.  General  Burnside's  army  is 
increasing  rather  than  diminishing.  The  troops  from  in  front  of  Wash 
ington  and  the  Upper  Potomac  that  have  not  made  a  junction  with  him 
have  been  moved  down  toward  Stafford.  General  Slocnm's  division  is 
at  Ocooquan  and  Dumfries.  General  SigePs  corps  is  at  Stafford  Court- 
House.  General  liilroy  has  moved  down  as  far  as  Martlnsbnrg.  From 
the  letter  of  Mr.  Jones,  which  you  sent  me,  it  seems  that  re-enforce- 
ments from  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  are  being  forwarded  to  him.  I 
have  not,  however,  yet  heard  of  their  arrivaL  It  is  very  clear  that 
General  Bumside  will  not  advance  toward  Bichmond  unless  he  is 


enforced.  If  he  determines  to  go  into  winter  quarters  I  think  it  proba- 
ble that  a  part  of  his  force  may  be  sent  south  of  James  Biver ;  but  if 
he  does  not  he  must  be  strengthened  rather  than  weakened.  Before 
the  battle  of  the  13th  I  think  his  force  could  not  have  been  less  than 
120,000  men ;  it  may  have  been  more.  Since  then  Generals  Sigel's, 
Slocum's,  and  Geary's  forces  have  joined  him.  Taking  the  lowest  num- 
ber, his  force  is  double  that  of  this  army.  Ton  can  judge  then  of  the 
propriety  of  weakening  it  if  it  is  to  keep  the  field.  I  have  always  be- 
lieved that  General  Foster's  force  has  been  much  overrated.  The  re- 
ports from  citizens,  however  intelligent  and  honest,  cannot  be  relied  ou. 
Had  General  Foster  received  all  the  re-enforcements  that  have  been 
reported  since  this  army  recrossed  the  Potomac  he  ought  to  have  the 
largest  Federal  army  now  in  the  field.  I  am  not  certain  that  he  will 
attempt  any  expeditions  except  those  of  a  predatory  character.    I  tliink 


820  VOBTH  OABOUNA  AHD  8.  S.  YIBGDIU.  (Our. 

be  will  rather  be  deterred  than  enoonraged  by  the  lesolt  of  his  late 
expedition,  especially  when  he  considers  tiie  probabililgr  of  re-enforoe- 
ments  being  sent  to  North  Carolina.  It  is  as  natural  that  he  shookl  be 
preparing  for  defense  as  offense.  It  is  profier,  however,  that  we  ahoiild 
be  prepared,  and  we  onght  to  concentrate  there  as  large  a  force  as  poe- 
sible,  and  to  be  snccessfal  in  onr  operations  »ar  oiBcers  most  be  bold 
and  energetic.  Information  should  be  obtained  by  onr  own  aconts — 
men  acci^tomed  to  see  things  as  they  are  and  not  liable  to  excitement 
or  exaggeration. 

After  receiving  yoor  dispatch  of  the  2d  instant  I  pat  General  Han- 
som's division  in  march  for  Bichmond  on  the  morning  of  the  3d.  He 
has  orders  to  report  to  General  Smith.  I  hope  it  may  not  be  necessary 
to  advance  him  beyond  Drewry's  Bluffl  I  think  it  very  hazardons  to 
divide  this  army.  Much  labor  has  been  expended  in  its  organization. 
It  is  now  in  excellent  condition,  physically  and  morally,  and  I  wish  to 
maintain  it  so  if  possible.  If  I  get  farther  intelligence  to-day  rendering 
it  advisable  I  will  place  another  division  near  Hanover  Junction,  bat 
until  I  can  learn  something  definite  of  Qeneral  Bumside^s  intentions  I 
do  not  think  it  advisable  to  send  it  farther.  I  think  it  very  certain  that 
General  Bumside^s  whole  army  is  between  this  place  and  the  Potomac, 
and  that  as  yet  he  has  made  no  movement  to  put  it  into  winter  qnarters 
or  to  transfer  it  elsewhere.  The  glorious  victory  obtained  by  Genenil 
Bragg  will,  I  think,  produce  a  pause  in  the  military  operations  of  the 
Fedend  Army  everywhere.  New  organizations  and  new  combinations 
will  have  to  be  made  before  much  of  importance  can  be  attempted.  In 
the  mean  time  we  should  prosecute  our  preparations  with  the  greatest 
energy  and  vigor. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

R  B.  LBB, 


HXADQUABTBBS, 

WiUniingtony  IT.  C,  Jtmuary  5, 1883. 
Flag-Offloer  Ltnoh, 

Commanding  V,  A  Navy : 

OoMMODOSB :  I  have  received  your  note  of  yesterday,  placing  the 
naval  forces  under  your  command  at  my  ^sposal  for  the  defense  of  this 
place  and  requesting  information  as  to  their  disposition.  I  am  much 
obliged.  Begarding  the  security  of  the  gunboats  as  of  the  first  impor- 
tance, and  mdeed,  in  case  of  disaster  here  the  most  efficient,  if  not  the 
only,  means  of  reprisal  upon  the  enemy  to  regain  the  place,  I  do  not 
think  their  safety  should  be  risked.  In  the  event  of  a  formidable  at 
tack  they  should  be  carried  out  of  the  way  up  the  Cape  Fear  Biver. 
For  further  security  I  have  caused  batteries  at  three  points  on  the  river 
to  be  located,  and  the  guns  and  crew  of  the  Arctic  should  be  disposed 
to  occupy  ana  hold  these  batteries  against  any  attempt  by  the  enemy's 
tK)ats  to  ascend  the  river.  This  is  obvious  to  me  as  the  proper  arrange- 
ment under  the  circumstances,  and  indeed  those  guns  are  nearly  all 
that  I  have  to  depend  upon  for  this  important  service.  I  will  in  addi- 
tion if  possible  assign  a  small  Whitworth  gun  to  your  command. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  G.  WHITING, 
Brigadier^Omieral^  Commandimg. 
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HBADQUABTEBSi 

WUiningUmj  iT.  0.,  January  5, 1863. 
Ool.  John  A.  Bakeb, 

Comdg,  Forty-first  [North  Carolina  Troops  or  Third]  OavaJry 

OoLONEL:  Colonel  Stevens,  commanding  Twenty-fourth  Soath  Oara 
lina  Begiment,  with  Preston's  battery  of  fonr  pieces,  has  been  directed 
to  occupy  the  vicinity  of  Island  Greek,  on  the  Holly  Shelter  road,  in 
advance  of  Northeast  Bridge,  as  oatpost  there.  He  is  erecting  works 
of  defense  at  that  point.  In  like  manner,  on  the  plank  road  at  Sud- 
l)erry's,  aboat  17  miles  from  here,  an  outpost  has  been  established,  to 
which  Colonel  Harrison,  commanding  Third  Brigade,  has  been  ordered 
with  two  batteries.  On  the  advance  of  the  enemy  in  force  for  the  attack 
of  Wilmington  you  will  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  route  he  takes  with 
his  main  column.  A  part  of  your  cavalry  should  fall  back  on  the  Holly 
Shelter  road  and  report  to  Colonel  Stevens,  and  a  portion  on  the  plank 
road,  reporting  to  Colonel  Harrison.  The  division  of  your  command 
and  the  route  you  yourself  take  will  of  course  depend  on  the  circum-  i 

stances  of  the  enemy's  approach,  and  is  left  to  you.  The  enemy's  ad- 
vance should  be  delayed  by  every  means  in  your  power.  The  Magnolia 
couriers  and  troops  most  advanced  in  that  direction  might  annoy  their 
rear,  retreating,  if  compelled,  by  the  west  side  of  the  Northeast  Branch 
and  r^oiniug  the  command  by  the  ferry  in  rear  of  Colonel  Stevens. 
Colonel  Harrison  being  in  the  vicinity  of  Captain  Newkirk'scamp,  that 
officer  will  for  the  present  report  to  the  colonel  for  special  orders,  con- 
tinning  of  course  Ids  routine  reports  to  yon. 
Very  respeotftilly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Chaslsston,  S.  C,  January  5, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  O.  Whitino, 

Wilmington^  If.  0. : 

Send  the  Whitworth  gun  soon  aa  possible.    Carriage  may  be  made  i 

here. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


State  of  North  Cabouna,  Executive  Depabtment, 

Baleighj  N.  0.j  January  5, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  beg  to  trouble  you  in  regard  to  a  matter  of  great  importance 
to  the  army — the  incre^ase  of  desertion.  In  most  of  the  midland  and  low-* 
land  counties  of  this  State  I  shall  be  able  to  make  arrests  and  prevent 
serious  combinations  of  them  by  means  of  the  local  militia,  with  the 
occasional  assistance  of  the  regiment  of  conscripts  at  this  place;  but  in 
the  mountains  of  the  west  the  case  is  different.  The  enforcement  of  the 
conscript  law  in  East  Tennessee  has  filled  the  mountains  with  disaffected 
despenuioe^  of  the  worst  character,  who,  joining  with  the  deserters  from 
our  army,  form  very  formidable  bands  of  outlaws,  who  hide  in  the  fast- 
nesses, waylay  the  passes,  rob,  steal,  and  destroy  at  pleasure.  The  evil 
has  become  so  great  that  travel  has  been  almost  suspended  through  the 
mountains.  The  militia  has  become  too  feeble  to  resist  them,  as  that 
section  has  turned  out  its  proportion  for  the  war  with  the  greatest  patri- 
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otism  and  unanimity.  I  propose  to  organise  about  200  men,  pat  them 
nnder  the  command  of  ezperienoed  offloers,  arm  and  equip  them  at  State 
expense,  if  the  President  will  accept  them  into  Confederate  service  and 
pay  them  only  when  actually  engaged.  I  hope  the  Department  will  ac- 
cede to  the  proposition.  The  impuoity  which  the  deserters  eigoy  and 
the  contagion  of  their  example  m  operating  most  ruinously  upon  the 
efficiency  of  the  army,  to  say  nothing  of  the  ipjnry  toproi>er^  and  citi- 
zens of  that  section.  I  am  now  maturing  a  vigilant  system  of  general 
police  for  the  whole  State  for  the  prompt  arrest  of  deserters  and  con- 
scripts, which  my  adyutant-general  will  submit  for  your  approval  soon 
and  perhaps  ask  your  assistance.  I  also  intend  to  urge  upon  our  Legis- 
lature, soon  to  reassemble,  the  passage  of  a  law  disfhmchising  all  who 
illegally  avoid  their  duty  in  the  public  defense. 

I  am,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.B.  YANOB. 


OHABLBSTOir,  S.  C,  January  6, 1883. 
Lion.  Jaxbb  a.  Seddon. 

Secretary  qf  War,  Kiekmand^  Va. : 

I  have  one  brigade  and  three  batteries  in  Wilmington :  have  ordered 
one  brigade  firom  Savannah  here  and  transportation  reaay  to  Wilming- 
ton, but  it  is  dangerous  to  weaken  forces  here  too  much,  considerine 
difficulty  of  getting  back  in  case  of  sudden  attack  by  the  enemy.  1 
think  Oenenu  Evans  must  overestimate  latter. 

G.  T.  BBAUBEOARD. 


Ohablbstoh,  8.  0.,  Jammury  e,  1803. 

\.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whitino, 

WHmikigUm^  If.  0. : 

Reported  force  at  New  Berne  must  be  greatly  exaggerated.  No  troops 
appear  to  have  left  the  Ohesapeake  latdy  for  that  point.  Will  prepare 
for  rapid  transpOTtation  of  alltroops  lean  possiUy  spare  in  plahi  emer- 
gency but  fear  slowness  of  railroad. 

G.  T.  BBAUHBGARD. 


BiomcoifB,  Ya.,  Ja$^uafy  6, 1808. 
Governor  Yanob  : 

Oould  you  not  give  aid  against  the  invasion  of  your  State  by  calling 
out  the  militia  which  would  embrace  the  exempts  as  well  as  those  ovei 
forty-flve  f    We  are  straining  to  send  force  to  you. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  Wair. 


Wbldon,  N.  0.,  January  0, 1803. 
Hon.  Sbobetabt  of  Wab  : 

G^eral  Evans  reports  Generals  Peck,  Davis,  and  Naglee  at  New  Berne 
s^ith  50,000  men;  says  one  column  will  move  on  Wilmington,  the  other 
on  Einston  and  Uiis  place.  They  have  uo  tents;  are  supplied  with 
hard  bread  and  beef-cattle  from  Yorktown.  I  have  also  informatioD 
from  the  Chowan.  Yesterday  there  was  a  large  force  in  Ghktes  County 
reported  e%  route  for  New  Berne ;  thirteen  gunboats  and  transports  in 
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the  Chowan,  apparently  to  take  them  to  New  Berne.  We  have  between 
here  and  Wilmington  only  aboat  12,000  available  men :  it  must  be 
doabled.  Can  yon  send  as  immediately  15,000  more  men  f '  I  will  wiite 
yon  in  detail  by  this  evening's  maiL  This  has  been  shown  to  Mi^or- 
Ghraeral  Smith. 

8.  G.  FRENCH. 

Bead  and  retamed  to  the  Beoretary  of  War.  Have  yon  asked  Gov- 
ernor Vanoe  to  fdmish  miJitiaf  What  of  the  troops  to  come  fh>m 
Western  Yirginiaf 

J.  D. 


WxLDONi  N.  C,  January  6, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Beoretary  of  War^  BkikmMid^  Yik.: 

Sni:  Immediately  after  the  fiedl  of  New  Berne  I  was  ordered  to  the 
District  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  the  defenses  of  Wilmington,  which  cily  I 
fortified  by  a  vast  amonnt  of  labor;  thence  in  Jnly  I  was  called  to  Pe- 
tersborg  in  command  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina.  Petersburg 
then  had  no  works  of  defense  except  a  trifling  work  on  the  Appomattox. 
This  left  me  a  line  to  defend  fix>m  Drewry's  Blaff  to  South  Carolina, 
with  the  enemy  occupying  an  inland  frontier  line  from  the  James  Biver 
to  Beaufort,  N.  C.  My  force  then  was  scarcely  adequate  to  the  task, 
when,  on  the  last  of  August,  I  was  summoned  to  Bichmond  by  your 
predecessor,  and  cheerfully — to  strengthen  the  Army  of  the  Potomac — 
reduced  the  force  to  about  ten  regiments,  and  some  of  them  very  small 
ones.  With  this  small  force  the  Blackwater  has  been  successfully  de- 
fended against  three  attempts  by  the  enemy  with  large  force  to  cross 
it,  and  Foster's  advance  on  the  Boanoke  and  their  various  gunboat  ex- 
cursions have  been  defeated,  and  lastly,  without  a  soldier  sent  from 
Bichmond  to  Gk>ld8borough  being  brought  into  action,  General  Foster 
was  again  obliged  to  retire  to  New  Berne.  But  to  meet  Foster,  in  the  first 
instance  I  took  all  the  infrmtry  force  from  Wilmington  and  all  but  a  dly 
guard  from  Petersburg;  in  the  latter  instance  General  Smith  did  the 
same,  to  the  virtual  abandonment  of  those  cities  by  the  forces  of  this 
department.  Now.  again,  there  is  but  one  available  regiment  in  Peters- 
burg, and  the  force  on  the  Blackwater  is  very  much  reduced,  and  we 
cannot  bring  over  12,000  efiiidctive  for  the  defense  of  the  line  between  here 
and  Goldsborough.  During  all  this  time  the  enemy  have  been  steadily 
increasing  their  forces,  until  now  I  believe  they  have  at  least  40,000 
men  in  New  Berne,  supported  by  an  undue  proportion  of  artillery  and  a 
large  fleet  of  gunboats.  They  also  have  about  5,000  infantry  in  Suflfolk. 
As  we  must  i^  on  the  defensive,  it  will  not  be  possible  with  our  means 
of  tran8i)ortation  on  the  railroad  to  concentrate  them  in  front  of  the 
enemy  should  he  advance  even  on  one  line  ere  he  reaches  the  railroad^ 
much  less  should  he  divide  and  threaten  Wilmington  and  Weldon.  1 
mention  all  this  to  give  you  a  brief  account  of  the  progress  of  the  opera- 
tions in  North  Carolina  and  to  show  you  how  it  constantly  causes  the 
change  of  troops.  Now,  every  infantry  soldier  and  officer  who  have 
built  up  the  defenses  of  Petersburg  and  the  Blackwater  and  are  &miliar 
with  the  topography  of  the  country  are  gone.  This  is  a  military  error, 
in  my  opinion;  but  it  could  not  have  be^  avoided,  yet  it  may  be  reme- 
died.   But  my  ol^eot  chiefly  is  to  infbrm  you  of  the  condition  of  aflUxs 
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on  the  line  and  to  ask  for  le-enforoements.  As  I  have  stated,  there  an 
at  least  40,000  men  in  New  Berne,  say  5,000  in  SniFolk,  and  small  forces 
in  other  towns.  We  have  bat  abont  12,000  men  and  other  2,000  on  the 
Blackwater  to  meet  them.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  send  the  tamely 
aid  of  at  least  from  12,000  to  15,000  men  f  Shonld  the  fortunes  of  ww 
be  averse  to  as  it  will  require  doable  that  number  to  restore  our  line 
where  it  now  is.  Therefore  it  is  and  because  I  have  labored  assidu- 
ously to  maiutain  the  line  so  long  from  the  James  to  Wilmington,  that 
now  that  it  is  imperiled  I  ask  timely  aid,  which  I  trost  you  may  be  able 
to  send.  I  mentioned  to  General  Smith  I  should  write  you,  and  as  our 
views  of  the  necessity  for  aid  are  the  same,  he  approved  my  doing  so. 
The  State  of  Noi-th  Carolina  is  in  danger.  I  inclose  you  some  communi- 
cations just  received. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  yours,  most  respectftilly, 

S.  Q.  FBENOH, 
Major- Oeneral^  Camdg,  IkpartmmU  ofNarih  ChxroUmtL 

[Inolonm  Vo.1.) 

Near  Barfield,  N.  G.,  JoMuarff  5, 1863. 
GoL  [D.  D.]  Ferebee: 

Sir:  There  are  12,000  Yankee  troops  in  the  counties  of  Ghates  and 
Chowan  on  their  way  to  re-enforce  General  Foster  at  New  Berne. 
Thirteen  gunboats  and  transports  made  their  appearance  at  Colerain, 
in  Bertie  County,  this  morning.  It  is  thought  that  they  are  going  to 
take  on  the  12,000  Yankee  troops  at  Holly  Wharf,  or  Dillard's  farm. 
Others  think  they  are  gone  by  the  way  of  the  new  canal  down  to  Ply- 
mouth and  from  there  to  New  Berne.  There  is  no  doubt  in  the  world 
of  their  going  to  New  Berne.  I  have  seen  several  gentlemen  who  have 
seen  them,  and  they  all  agree  that  New  Berne  is  certainly  their  destina- 
tion. There  are  a  good  many  desertions  from  their  army,  and  they  all 
say  that  they  are  going  to  re-enforce  New  Berne. 

D.  W.  LEWIS, 
Li&iUma/iUj  Oomdg.  PiekeU  on  ike  OkawoM  Miver. 

Weldon,  N.  0.|  Jamuary  7, 1863. 

I  respectfully  forward  this  note,  but  I  have  some  doubts  about  the 
correctness  of  the  information. 

B.  G.  FBENCH, 

Mqfar'GmeraL 

[Inolocard  Vo.  %] 

EmsTON,  N.  0.,  January  6, 1888. 
M%j.  Qen.  S.  O.  Frenoh: 

Captain  Wbitford  reports  fifty  steamers  at  New  Berne;  about  50,000 
troops;  Generals  Naglee,  Peck,  and  Davis.  Naglee,  he  supposes,  will 
march  on  Wilmington,  while  Foster  will  attack  this  place  and  Weidon. 
Naglee's  division  is  15,000  strong.  The  prisoners  state  that  the  troops 
have  no  tents.  Hard  bread  and  beef  cattle  all  brought  from  Yorktown. 
The  enemy  says  that  he  will  destroy  the  railroad  between  Weidon  and 
Wilmington  to  prevent  re-enforcements  reaching  Wilmincrton. 

N.  G.  EVANS, 
Srigadier-Oeneralj  Oammanding. 
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Fbedbbioxsbusg,  Ja/nua/ry  6, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon: 

Bansom  shonld  be  in  Bichmond  to-night.   Advance  him,  if  necessary, 
troops  from  Bichmond,  Petersburg,  &c. 
Let  me  know  what  is  done  and  what  more  is  wanted. 
I  do  not  belieye  the  force  at  New  Berne  is  as  large  as  reported. 

B.  B.  LJBSB. 


HSADQUABTEBS, 

Wilmington^  January  7, 1863. 
General  Beaubbgabd,  Oharle$ton : 

Your  dispatch  received.  Special  messenger  from  G.  W.  fSmith]  just 
arrived.  G.  W.  writes  General  Lee  says  Wilmington  must  oe  defended 
at  all  hazards.  Enemy  are  concentrating  very  heavily  at  New  Berne. 
Don't  you  think  movements  of  your  tr(x>ps  ought  to  begin  f  It  will 
make  great  difference  in  my  maneuvers  if  tiiey  are  here  in  time. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 


Ohasleston,  S.  0.,  January  7, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  O.  WHrrmo,  Wikningtonj  N.  0. : 
M^}.  Gen.  Gustayus  W.  Smith,  Goldsbaraughy  N.  0,  : 

I  cannot  read  telegram.  I  send  by  mail  a  new  copy  of  cipher.  ] 
may  be  able  to  send  5,000  in  all  to  Wilmington,  provided  rapid  trans- 
portation can  be  had.  If  enemy  divide  his  forces  we  must  concentrate 
GO  one  point,  sacrificing  less  important  one,  and  then  defeat  him  every- 
where in  succession. 

G.  T.  BBAUBEGABD. 


BHOINBBB  BUBBAU, 

Biekmand^  January  7, 1863. 

Oapt  B.  T.  D.  Mtbbs, 

Chief  Engineer  PiedmMnt  BaUroady  DanviUe^  Va.  : 

Oaptain  :  Inclosed  is  sent  authority  from  the  Secretary  of  War  re- 
cently granted  for  you  to  take  possession  of  50  per  cent  of  the  unlaid 
iron  belonging  to  the  Western  North  Carolina  Bailroad,  the  Baleigh 
and  Gaston  Bailroad,  the  Atlantic  and  North  Carolina  Bailroad,  and 
the  Virginia  Central  Bailroad :  also  authority  to  take  possession  of  all 
the  iron  in  the  Clarksville  ana  Eeysville  road,  the  Port  Walthall  road, 
and  the  York  iiiver  road  beyond  the  Pamnnkey. 

I  presume,  captain,  it  is  unnecessary  to  urge  ui>on  you  the  importance 
of  appointing  promptly  energetic  agents  to  secure  this  iron  without 
delay.  The  enemy  seem  to  oe  systematically  threatening  our  great 
lines  of  Communication,  and  your  link  may  in  consequence  become  one 
of  vital  consequence. 

Very  respectfully, 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
Oolanel  of  Engineers  and  Chirf  of  Buream. 


826  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  &  B.  VIRQL^IA.  iCaAr.  XXX 

Hsadquarhbrs, 
WeHdimy  N,  0.,  January  7, 18G3. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Snt :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  yon  a  oopy  of  a  letter  recently  re- 
ceived from  Mai.  Qen.  J.  O.  Foster,  U.  8.  Army;  also  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  Edward  Stanly  addressed  to  General  Foster,  and  a  copy  of  my 
reply  to  him.*  As  I  may  expect  an  answer  from  G^eral  Foster  I 
should  be  pleased  to  know  in  advance  if  these  negroes  will  be  returned 
to  their  owners  provided  this  Goverument  will  return  those  they  have 
abducted.  I  have  received  several  letters  and  have  written  mm  sev- 
eral touching  the  outrages  that  have  been  committed  by  his  troops. 
Very  respeetfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

a  O.  FBBNOHi 
Mqfar-Omierdly  Oownmamding. 

I  hope  my  letter  wfiH  meet  your  approval. 


Abjutant  and  Inbpbotor  Gbnerai^  Offioe, 

Eiohwkmdj  Va.j  Jommary  S,  IMS. 

General  G.  T.  Bbattrboard, 

Okarle$Umj  8.  0. : 

Throw  into  Wilmington  the  number  sent  before,  say,  as  we  suppose, 
5,000  men  in  all.  Beyond  that  exercise  your  own  ludgment  in  contin- 
gencies. The  Secretary  has  telegraphed  to  urge  the  fulditional  trans- 
portation you  desired  in  your  late  dispatch. 

S.  OOOPBB^ 
Ailiuia$U  and  Ifupeetar  €hi0raL 


Ohablbbton,  8.  0.,  Jmmaitf  a,  1883. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WmnNO, 

WilmingUmj  N.  0. : 

I  will  send  you  same  amount  of  troops  as  before.    First  regiment  will 
leave  to-morrow  morning ;  then  rapidly  as  ixMsible. 

O.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Ohablbston,  S.  C,  Jmm&rjf  8, 1888. 

General  S.  Ooopbr, 

AdjuUmt  amd  Intpeoiar  Oeneralj  Biohmandj  Va.: 

Will  send  same  number  of  troops  to  Wilmington  as  supposed  by  De- 
partment. First  regiments  will  leave  to-morrow  morning ;  others  rapidly 
as  possible. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 

*  See  Foeter  to  Frendh,  Deoember  31, 1808,  p.  497,  end  Frenoh'e  reply  of  Jenneiy 
6, 1S63»  p.  605. 
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Wab  Dxpabtmbnt,  0.  S.  A.. 

Riehtn&ndj  Va.^  January  8, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Yanoe, 

Governor  of  North  OaroUfia,  BaJeigh^  N.  0. : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  the  copy  of  a  letter  addressed  to  the 
Governor  of  Yir^ia^  which  will  indicate  to  yon  the  measares  which 
have  been  agreed  npon  between  His  Excellency  and  the  Department  to 
meet  the  existing  emergency.  May  I  not  suggest  to  Tour  Excellency  the 
importance  of  similar  action  in  N^orth  Carolina  to  aid  in  repelling  the 
threatened  movement  of  the  enemy  npon  the  railroad  connections  of 
your  State  f 

With  high  consideration,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Seoretarff  of  War. 

[IimImiix*.] 

Wab  Dbpabtment,  C.  S.  A., 

Biehmondf  Va.^  Jamuary  7, 1863. 
His  Bxoelleiu^  John  Letohbb. 

Qowmor  of  Virginia : 

Sib  :  In  view  of  the  menacing  movements  of  the  enemy  in  North  Oar- 
olina  with  the  intent  of  striking  at  the  railroad  connections  in  that  State, 
and  perhaps  of  invading  Virginia,  I  am  instmcted  by  the  President  re- 
spectfoll^  to  suggest  to  your  consideration  the  propriety  of  calling  out 
the  militia  in  all  the  counties  near  to  the  North  Carolina  line,  in  prepa- 
ration to  aid  in  repeUing  any  such  enterprise.  The  caU  might  be  limited 
to  those  of  the  exempt^  classes  and  those  above  the  age  of  forty  at  the 
same  time.  This  Department  will  call  on  all  subject  to  the  conscript 
law  in  such  counties  to  come  forward  and  report  at  suitable  places  of 
rendezvous.  Thus  the  whole  arms-bearing  population  may  be  promptly 
commanded  for  temporary  emergency. 

With  high  consideration  and  esteem,  most  respectfidly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
WUmlmgUm,  S.  (7.,  January  8, 1863. 
lOeneral  O.  T.  Bxaubboabd  i] 

My  Dxab  Genbbal  :  I  send  yon  an  incomplete  sketch,  which  yon 
can  have  copied  and  returned.  It  will  help  yon  to  some  idea  of  my 
position.  I  also  send  G.  W.  Smith's  note,  received  last  night.  These 
will  be  handed  you  by  Mr.  Hazell,  of  my  headquarters,  a  young  gentle- 
man fh>m  South  Carolina,  who  has  already  borne  a  brave  part  in  eleven 
battles.  I  think  General  Lee^s  remark  somewhat  funny.  To  turn  to 
the  map.  We  should  consider,  in  attacking  Wilmington,  the  enemy  hav- 
ing his  base  in  New  Berne  and  Beaufort  he  may  make  his  choice  of  two 
modes  of  attack— one  to  send  on  his  iron-clads  in  advance  and  attempt, 
by  the  reduction  of  the  forts,  to  dear  the  way  for  his  transports  into 
the  lower  harbor,  whence  he  could  advance  ui>on  the  city  botii  by  fleet 
and  land ;  the  otner  to  maich  either  from  Swansborough  or  Topsa  1  In- 
let, take  the  forts  and  river  batteries  in  reverse,  and  attempt  the  town, 
witJi  the  &11  of  which  that  of  the  forts  would  ensue,  liie  latter  course 
is  not  probable.  To  Swansborough  be  can  come  either  overland  from 
New  Beme  or  by  raiJioad  to  Beaufort,  and  then  overland  or  by  water 
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from  Beaufort  through  the  Sounds  in  light-draught  ( teamers.  He  would 
probably  use  all  these.  If  he  came  to  Topsail  [Inlet]  he  would  be  com- 
pelled to  have  a  sea-going  fleet  of  transports,  and  until  or  unloss  he 
were  sure  of  his  harbor  he  would  scarcely  attempt  that.  Suppose  him 
on  the  advance  and  on  the  line  of  New  Biver,  distant  by  the  road  be- 
tween 40  and  50  miles  from  the  city.  There  are  two  roads,  one  called 
the  Holly  Shelter  road,  which  follows  the  Northeast  Branch  of  the 
Cape  Fear,  and  the  other  the  Sound  or  Plank  road  near  the  coast. 
These  fork  a  short  distance  from  Onslow,  which  is  50  miles  from  here 
and  separated  by  the  great  Holly  Shelter  Swamp.  There  is  no  com- 
munication between  them  until  within  15  miles  oi  the  city.  Except  for 
cavalry  and  for  the  purpose  of  destroying  the  Northeast  Railroad  Bridge 
I  do  not  think  he  will  use  Holly  Shelter  road  in  force.  Every  consid- 
eration would  keep  him  to  the  coast.  Communication  all  along  with 
his  gunboats,  supplies,  &c.,  would  all  influence  him,  together  with  the 
£etct  that  he  would  have  no  bridges  and  rains  would  not  hurt  the  sandy 
road.  But  it  is  of  the  flrst  importance  that  I  should  be  able  to  check  him 
on  this  road  at  a  distance  of  one  day's  march,  say,  from  the  city  (I  would 
not  put  it  farther  on  account  of  my  own  troops,  supplies,  &c.),  and  be- 
cause I  should  be  enabled  to  hold  the  Northeast  Bridge  to  d^aj  hia 
advance  until  I  could  be  supplied  with  re-enforcements  sufficient  to  en- 
able me  to  prevent  him  fr^m  attacking  the  town  and  Fort  Fisher  and 
river  batteries  in  the  rear  at  the  same  time,  which  he  would  assuredly 
do  were  1  compelled  from  paucity  of  force  to  fall  back  at  once  upon 
uiy  intrenchmentti.  The  longer  he  can  be  kept  off  the  more  uncertain 
he  is  as  to  our  weakness,  and  time  is  given  to  G.  W.  [Smith]  to  effect 
with  his  troops  a  heavy  diversion  in  my  favor,  either  by  crossing  or 
heading  the  Northeast  Branch  of  Cape  Fear  (see  map — thero  is  a  bndge 
over  Cape  Fear  near  Bannerman  and  South  Washington) ;  or,  suppos- 
ing me  to  have  saved  the  Northeast  Bridge,  to  throw  his  force  in  the 
city  and,  combined,  attack  instead  of  defending.  If  Foster  presses  on 
to  the  close  neighoorhood  of  town,  my  troops  being  within  the  outer 
line,  he  with  his  force  can  keep  us  in  (if,  indeed,  with  my  present  num- 
bers we  can  keep  him  out)  while  he  at  his  leisuro  by  the  Old  Brunswick 
road  (see  sketch)  takes  Fort  Fisher  and  the  river  batteries  in  roverse. 

J.t  is  this  difficulty  which  makes  so  necessary  the  presence  of  a  movable 
ooiumn  to  maneuver  in  defense  of  Wilmington,  especially  against  a 
land  attack,  and  to  force  the  enemy  to  a  choice  in  his  operations— one 
or  the  other.  The  immediate  vicimty  presents  no  strong  features  and 
uo  obstacles — open,  piney  woods,  where  numbers  must  tell.  Theeztent 
of  the  outer  line  of  intronchments,  which,  by  the  way,  are  not  formid- 
able in  people,  is  too  great  entirely  for  the  troops  I  have  hero  now.  We 
aro  using  such  time  as  will  be  allowed  us  to  strongthen  the  outpost  posi- 
tions. I  have  Stevens  at  the  Northeast  Bridge  and  Island  Creek  with 
two  batteries  and  Harrison  on  the  plank  road  about  16  miles  from  tihe 
city  with  two  batteries.  At  the  latter  point,  had  Gist  his  troops  here, 
we  might  trouble  the  enemy  greatly.    I  send  you  these  maps. 

Please  have  a  tracing  made  of  the  country  lying  between  the  Trent, 
the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Eailroad,  and  the  Cape  Fear,  and  send 
back  as  soon  as  possible.  Gist  says  you  have  no  map.  You  will  see 
what  a  terrible  effect  the  taking  of  Wilmington  will  have  on  Charleston 
and  your  whole  department  by  examining  this  map }  also  that  if  beaten 
the  relics  of  my  force,  if  any  escape,  will  have  a  very  troublesome  route. 
If  satisfie<i  that  the  enemy  aro  approaching  me  witli  a  very  heavy  force 
perhaps  1  may  have  to  see  you  in  person  to  work  out  the  problem 
whether  Foster,  with  30,000  or  40,000  Yankees,  is  equal  to  three  old  en- 
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gneoTB,  with  7,000  or  8,000  Soathrons.  I  am  very  macL  obliged  for 
ist.  Ho  is  oool,  sonsible,  aDd  bnive.  Do  not  forget  t  send  back 
that  map.  I  cannot  spare  it.  Yon  miglit  in  a  short  t.ime  have  the 
State  east  of  Wilmington  and  Weldou  Railroad  traced  off.  You  will 
perceive  some  notes  on  the  sketch  in  pencil.  The  Brunswick  Biver  has 
t>een  strangely  neglected  heretofore.  Only  a  few  rows  of  piles  have 
b()en  placed  to  obstruct  it.  I  have  for  the  purpose  neither  material  nor 
machinery.  Have  erected  as  many  batteries  as  I  had  guns  to  spare, 
and  shall  put  a  number  of  Bains'  torpedoes  down.  What  they  will  do 
I  do  not  know.  The  town  can  be  approached,  supposing  the  enemy  in 
possession  of  the  lower  river  and  batteries,  by  the  way  of  Brunswick 
Biver,  cutting  the  railroad  bridge  of  the  Manchester  Biailroad  without 
erossiug  under  Are.  This  was  a  great  oversight  during  the  past  year. 
Yon  will  observe  the  pencil-marked  position  of  Fort  Saint  Philip.  The 
l>osition  is  good  and  the  work  pretty  well  made,  but  the  guns  are  too 
light,  and  what  is  worse  are  unhanded — those  that  are  rifled.  It  forms 
the  left  of  a  line  of  works  put  up  to  command  the  Smithville  and  Wil- 
mington road.  (See  map.)  These  works  force  the  enemy,  unless  he 
could  carry  them  around  Green  Swamp.  But  he  would  never  take 
that  Ride  of  the  river,  and  I  do  not  attach  much  importance  to  them. 
I  have  mentioned  the  importance  I  attach  to  have  sufficient  force  to 
compel  the  enemy  to  make  his  choice  between  Fort  Fisher  and  the 
towi) ;  that  is,  the  one  or  the  other,  not  both  at  once.  Or  to  explain : 
I  ought  to  have  a  force  the  presence  of  which  at  Wilmington  would 
compel  an  attacking  enemy  to  reduce  the  town  by  itself  first,  not  hav- 
ing it  in  his  power  to  sit  down  before  the  town  and  at  the  same  time  be 
able  to  move  on  Fort  Fisher  and  thus  make  an  easy  entrance  for  his 
fleet.  You  will  see  on  consulting  the  sketch  that  the  presence  of  a 
maneuvering  force  resting  on  Wilmington  would  make  a  march  to 
Confederate  Point  or  a  division  of  the  enemy's  forces  hazardous.  The 
absence  of  such  a  force  puts  everything  in  his  power.  If  forced  ftt>m 
paucity  of  men  simply  to  man  my  lines  why,  of  course,  the  whole  vicinity 
east  of  the  town  is  open  to  him,  and  he  can  send  at  his  leisure  and  take 
the  river  batteries. 

I  would  like  to  have  a  talk  with  you.  Maps  and  hurriedly-written 
letters  give  so  little  idea  as  oompaied  with  sight  and  hearing.  The 
yellow  fever  has  been  a  terrible  obstacle  to  the  works  about  this  place. 
On  my  arrival  here  six  weeks  ago  everything  had  been  at  a  stand-still 
for  a  long  time  and  almost  all  had  to  be  reorganized.  Fort  Caswell, 
being  a  fort  of  the  old  United  States,  seems  to  have  been  considered 
finished  and  perfect  (probably  out  of  regard  for  General  Totten),  and 
was  not  strengthened.  I  am  building  iron  casemates  as  fast  as  I  can. 
A  battery  which  I  put  up  eighteen  months  ago  to  command  the  bar  was 
taken  down,  I  believe,  for  fear  it  might  be  taken  and  used  in  the  fort. 

It  is  a  hard  place  to  defend,  this,  and  a  hard  position,  1  hope  you 
will  not  think  me  importunate.  I  have  demonstrated  over  and  over 
again  to  the  War  Department  the  importance  of  the  place  to  the  whole 
country,  the  war,  to  Bichmond,  and  to  Charleston ;  shown  liow  it  affects 
the  blockade-— for  it  is  the  easiest  place  on  the  coast  for  the  runners  and 
hardest  for  the  enemy — and  asked  tor  what  I  thought  necessary.  I  do 
not  complain.  I  suppose  they  could  not  aid  me  or  they  would  have 
done  it.  Since  you  and  [General]  G.  W.  [Smith]  have  ('X>me  to  my  assist- 
ance 1  feel  much  better.  The  gunboats  are  not  near  completion.  They 
would  be  invaluable,  if  ready.  The  fever  again  stopped  them  or  they 
would  now  be  ready.  As  they  are  they  increase  m>  embarrassments,  for 
I  have  to  provide  for  seodiiig  them  up  the  river  in  case  of  disaster  and 
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proteet  them  after  they  aie  moved*  If  tfaey  were  only  ready,  one  at 
Fort  Fieher  and  one  at  [Fort]  Gaewell,  then  let  them  oome.  One  is 
launched  and  has  her  wooden  shield  on,  the  other  on  the  ways.  I  hare 
Btoamers  ready  to  tow  them  ap  the  river,  and  have  already  oonstmcted 
batteries  on  the  high  bloff  of  the  Cape  Fear  below  the  point  to  which 
the  ganboats  can  go.  Can  yon  send  over  an  engineer  officer  whose 
judgment  conld  be  relied  on  for  throwing  up  temporary  field  works  aiMi 
obstmctions  f  I  have  jast  received  your  telegrams  reUtive  to  strategic 
matters.  I  do  not  think  Baleigh  enters  into  the  matter  for  the  present, 
nor  do  I  regard  either  of  them  in  the  light  of  cities;  that  is  to  say,  sc 
maoh  property.  The  enemy  having  already  possession  of  Tybee  and 
Pnlaski,  I  cannot  regard  Savannah  as  of  any  strategic  importance.  It 
is  a  place,  to  be  sure,  and  odc  which  we  hope  to  hold ;  bat  it  is  an  ex- 
tremity, not  an  artery.  To  me  it  api^ears  {datn  that  for  the  winter  the 
main  operations  of  the  enemy  will  take  place  in  Korth  Oaiolina,  whether 
their  object  be  Bichmond  or  Charleston.  The  enemy  will  not  divide  lus 
attack  on  all  three  of  the  plaees  yon  suggest ;  he  will  take  one  or  the 
other.  If  he  goes  toward  Weldon  and  Petersbbrg  it  is  plain  that  Fos- 
ter's large  concentration  is  to  co-operate  with  Bumside,  and  Bichmond 
is  the  point.  If  hereL  it  is  a  separate  invasion,  though  coUateraUy  affect- 
ing Bichmond  and  Cnarleston,  and  the  Carolinas  are  the  ol^t.  I  have 
always  been  of  the  opinion  that  Wilmington  would  be  attacked  before 
Charleston,  if  the  enemy  have  any  sense.  If  it  is  saved^  Charieston 
will  not  be  troubled ;  if  it  falls,  Charleston  will  not  be  long  in  following, 
though  locally  it  might  hold  out  for  a  time.  Look  at  iSte  map.  It  is 
for  you  to  dedde  whether  you  will  risk  your  troops,  as  also  the  relative 
value  of  diffiarent  points.  I  have  no  more  time  just  at  this  present, 
but  am,  truly,  yours, 

[W.  H.  C.l  WHITING, 

[ArigaMer-  GmteroL] 


GfoiiDSBOBOueH,  N.  C,  Jammarf  7, 1863* 
[Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WmTm o :] 

GsKBRAii :  I  returned  last  night.  General  Lee  advises  that  we  draw 
troops  from  the  State  of  North  Carolina  for  her  defense,  and  adds  that 
Wilmington  must  be  defended  at  all  hasards.  I  have  just  inquired  of 
you  by  telegraph,  asking  what  number  of  Beauregard's  troops  yon  have 
and  in  what  contingency  you  will  have  to  give  them  up.  I  have  here 
Daniel's  and  Davis'  brigades.  Pettigrew  is  at  Bocky  Mount ;  French, 
with  a  brigade,  at  Weldon.  Piyor  has  four  regiments  on  the  Black- 
water,  and  Bansom,  with  two  brigades,  arrived  in  Bichmond  laat  night 
The  enemy  are  concentrating  at  New  Berne,  and  there  is  a  force  (re- 
ported 12,000)  in  Gates  County  threatening  Weldon,  or  ready  to  be 
transported  by  water  to  New  Berne  or  other  points.  I  still  have  hopes 
that  we  will  receive  additional  troops  from  General  Lee's  army,  but  if 
they  are  not  fMter  they  will  be  too  late.  If  Beauregard  can  furnish 
you  with  troops  enough  to  hold  "^hem  at  bay  long  enough  for  us  to  come 
to  your  relief,  all  will  be  well.  If  he  cannot  I  will,  if  possible,  send 
enough  to  enable  you  to  hold  on  until  more  troops  can  be  brought  frt>m 
above.    Write  me  fhlly. 

Very  truly,  your  friend, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
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War  DbpartmbhtTj  0.  S.  jk^ 
Biehmand,  Fa.,  JanMor^  8, 1863. 

BiB  Bzoellenoy  ZsBtTLOif  B.  Yanob. 

€hterru>r  of  North  (/aroltna: 

Snt:  I  send  you  herew'th  an  extract  from  a  letter  of  General  Bobert 
E.  Lee,  just  received.*  It  explained  liis  views  in  relation  to  the  threat 
ened  movements  of  the  enemy  on  vonr  State  and  his  inability  to  supply 
the  re-enforcements  whiish  would  be  desirable  for  your  defense.  You 
will  observe  that  he,  like  myself,  relies,  in  the  existing  deficiency  of 
regular  troops,  on  the  patriotism  and  valor  of  the  citizens  of  your  State, 
and  seeks  to  know  whether  the  presence  of  one  of  his  most  distinguished 
generals  (General  D.  H.  Hill  of  your  State)  might  not  prove  advanta- 
geous in  rousing  and  stimulating  the  people  and  in  counseling  and  co- 
operating with  the  State  authorities.  On  this  subject  I  wish  to  defer  to 
your  Judgment  and  wishes,  of  which  I  should  be  pleased  to  be  advised. 
Before  receiving  this  letter  from  General  Lee  I  had  taken  the  liberty 
respectfully  to  suggest  for  your  consideration  a  call  I  had  made  on  the 
Governor  of  Virginia  for  the  aid  of  the  militia,  and  to  request,  if  it  met 
your  approbation,  that  a  similar  call  should  be  made  in  North  Carolina 
by  the  State  on  its  militia,  and  by  the  Confederate  Government  on  the 
conscripts.  By  such  means  I  hope  adequate  aid  may  be  obtained  to 
repel  the  threatened  invasion  of  your  State. 

With  high  respect  and  esteem,  very  troly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
tieeretary  of  War, 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
Wilmington^  N.  0.,  Jannary  9, 1803 

Colonel  Habbibon,  Commanding  Brigade: 

CoLOirsL:  Having  secured  your  immediate  position  on  the  road  and 
cleared  away  the  brush  in  front  of  the  works,  proceed  to  the  full  extent 
of  your  implements  and  force  to  the  construction  of  obstacles  and  de- 
fensive works  to  the  right  of  your  position,  at  all  points  where  the  enemy 
might  endeavor  to  turn  your  right,  Just  as  if  you  were  to  have  5,000  men 
instead  of  only  your  present  command.  For  one  species  of  obstacles  I 
would  recommend  parties  of  ax-men,  under  intelligent  officers,  to  follow 
the  course  of  the  little  miry  runs  on  the  low  ground  V>  the  left  and 
right  of  the  old  field,  to  fell  trees  and  make  a  difficult  abatis  on  this  side 
of  the  crests  or  rises  on  this  side — a  continuous  line  of  log  breast  works 
for  skirmishers  and  riflemen ;  clear  out  brush  and  undergrowth  in  the 
field  of  fire  on  the  opposite  side,  and  fell  trees  in  line  and  at  random  to 
throw  opposing  movements  into  confusion,  taking  care  to  ha^e  our  own 
side  masked.  For  road-cutters,  press  the  negro  and  salt- workers  gener- 
ally. With  a  little  instruction  and  under  superintendence  of  intelligent 
cfficers  they  will  soon  learn.  As  well  as  I  recollect  the  little  sketch  here 
is  something  like  the  old  field.t 

I  would  here  a  little  in  advance  of  the  road  throw  up  two  orimaill^e 
lines,  selecting  the  most  commanding  ground,  one  following  somewhat 
the  direction  a  o  toward  the  pond,  the  other  that  of  o  a,  thrown  well  to 
your  rear.  On  the  right  of  the  pond,  again,  similar  works  might  be 
made  where  sufficiently  open  country  occurs.  The  cover  also  for  the 
batteries  heretofore  proposed  for  Sudberry's  Crossing  may  also  be  con- 
structed, together  with  infuitry  cover.    I  must  leave  a  great  deal  to  your 

*  See  hbo  to  Seldon,  Jsnoary  6,  p.  819.  t  Omitted  as  unimportant 
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judgment,  not  being  ^le  to  be  on  tiie  ground  myself,  and  to  tiiat  of 
Lieutenant  Obenchain.  It  ie  possible  that  reoonnaissanoe  in  Droat  of 
year  position  and  a  short  distance  beyond  the  road  which  loads  fron. 
the  plank  road  to  Holly  Shelter  may  a^ord  a  good  site  for  a  small  oat- 
post  or  advanced  work  for  pickets.  All  of  the  troops  here  with  General 
Gist  commenced  leaving  Charleston  to-day;  so  yon  will  soon  have  yonr 
foil  command  and  be  assured  of  able  snpport.  It  behooves  as  there- 
fore to  work  very  hard  and  rapidly ;  and  although  I  did  not  at  first  glanoe 
think  very  well  of  that  position,  yet  with  some  labor  and  a  strong  sap- 
porting  force  we  shall  be  able  materially  to  check,  if  not  defeat,  the 
enemy's  advance.    General  Gist  will  visit  your  shortly. 

Very  respectfolly,  

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 


GoiJ)6BOBOUQH,  Jommti/qf  9, 1863. 
Hon.  JA3IXS  A.  Sbddon,  B&sretary  of  Wwr : 

I  returned  this  evening  from  Baleigh,  which  place  I  visited  at  the 
solicitation  of  Governor  vance.  I  sent  you  telegram  from  there  last 
night,  saying  it  was  not  advisable  to  call  out  the  militia  at  this  time, 
and  I  will  add  that  I  do  not  think  it  ever  will  be  advisable  to  do  sa  I 
telegraphed  at  the  same  time  that  I  purposed  ordering  Bansom's  divis- 
ion into  North  Carolina.  I  would  have  done  this  whilst  at  Richmond 
had  I  felt  at  liberty  to  act  in  the  case  upon  my  own  jndi^ent,  and  will 
do  it  from  here  at  once  as  soon  as  a  movement  of  the  enemy  in  force  is 
known.  But  as  my  general  views  have  been  laid  before  the  Department 
and  General  Lee,  and  the  latter  only  detached  Bansom's  division  for  the 
protection  of  Richmond  and  Petersburg,  I  refrain  from  ordering  it  fa- 
ther on  mere  anticipated  action  of  the  enemy;  but  it  is  needed  here,  and 
many  more  troops  will  be  required  to  put  us  on  anylMng  like  equality 
of  numbers  with  the  enemy. 

Genera]  Beauregard  has  left  two  regiments  and  a  battalion  at  Wil- 
mington. This,  in  addition  to  Clinraian's  brigade,  which  is  about  2,000 
effectives,  makes  General  Whiting's  force  too  small  for  maneuver  ftir 
from  his  interior  line  of  intrenchments  and  materially  lessens  the  chances 
of  bis  being  e£fectively  aided  by  a  force  from  here.  General  Beauregard 
evidently  considers  it  hazardous  to  place  any  large  number  of  his  troops 
in  Wilmington  when  there  is  any  prospect  of  the  ironclads  taking  pos- 
session of  the  Cape  Fear.    There  is  much  reason  in  this  view  of  the  case. 

From  information  received  from  Beaufort  and  New  Berne  it  is  not  only 
certain  that  the  enemy  is  concentrating  rapidly  at  New  Berne  through 
the  Sound  and  by  sea  through  Beaufort,  but  that  had  not  their  principal 
irou-clad  vessel  been  lost  and  others  injured  they  would  in  sdl  proba- 
bility ere  this  have  made  a  combined  attack  by  land  and  sea  upon  Wil- 
mington. I  have  no  great  confidence  that  either  Fort  Caswell  or  Fort 
Fisher  can  prevent  the  passage  of  heavy  iron-clad  steamers  into  the 
river.  If  either  of  these  forts  are  passed  by  such  vessels  both  forts  will 
fall.  A  storm  at  sea  has  deferred  the  time  of  attack.  We  have,  I  hope, 
still  time  enough  to  get  ready  for  them. 

General  Lee's  letter  to  me,  which  I  showed  you  the  night  before  I  left 
Kichmoud,  has  almost  deterred  me  from  referring  furthor  to  the  subject 
of  re-enforcements  from  that  end  of  the  line:  but  I  beg  that  you  will 
bear  in  mind  that  it  is  far  more  easy  to  hold  Wilmington  than  to  retake 
it.  Tke  same  is  tiuc  of  other  points  in  this  State  and  true  of  the  State 
itself. 
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1  send  yoQ  with  this  copies  of  oommaDications  just  received  from  Oen- 
eral  Whiting  aud  OeDeral  Beauregard.  1  may  have  to  re-enforce  Wil- 
mington from  here.  I  have  one  brigade  at  Kinstou,  about  1,200 :  two 
here,  one  of  1 ,300,  the  other  abont  3,000.  Ransom's  two  brigades  snonld 
have  been  sent  at  once  and  shonld  be  rapidly  following.  Please  let  me 
know  as  soon  as  possible  whether  General  Lee  can  look  after  Bichmond 
and  Petersborg  if  Ransom's  troops  are  ordered  here,  and  decide  what 
additional  forces  if  any  are  to  be  ^nt.  It  is  very  important  that  I  should 
know  what  force  I  am  to  have  and  that  I  have  it  in  hand  as  soon  a/b 
possible. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

6.  W.  SMITH, 

Mi^or-Oeneral, 

(Ibo1o«iix««.] 

HSADQUABTBBSy 

Wilmington^  January  7, 1863. 
M^j.  Oen.  OusTAVtrs  W.  Smith  : 

My  Dbab  Genebal:  Yours  just  received.  I  would  have  been  all 
right  had  Beauregard  allowed  liis  troops  to  remain.  As  it  is,  he  stop- 
ped talcing  all  away,  leaving  me  Stevens'  regiment,  Harrison's  regiment, 
and  a  battalion.  These  with  Clingman's  brigade,  three  of  Beauregard's 
batteries,  and  my  three,  make  my  present  disposable  force.  It  is  not 
enough  to  hold  the  enemy,  in  such  a  country  as  the  plank  road,  at  a 
distance  from  town,  if  he  comes  in  tbe  force  represented  or  even  half 
of  that.  And  to  keep  him  at  a  distance  is  all  important,  because  that 
is  my  only  way  to  save  the  Northeast  Bridge.  I  send  you  Beauregard's 
telegraph  to  me.  But  if  Wilmington  is  the  point  menaced  and  I  believe 
it  is,  those  troops  ought  to  be  here  to  enable  me  to  maneuver.  General 
Lee's  remarks  about  drawing  troops  from  North  Carolina,  and  then  add- 
ing that  Wilmington  must  be  defended  at  all  hazards,  rather  crowds  me. 
If  I  could  possibly  have  those  5,000  here  I  could  stop  the  enemy  15  miles 
from  here  and  keep  his  hands  full,  besides  saving  the  Northeast  [Bridge], 
which  is  important  to  your  movement  whether  you  intend  to  strike 
him  in  flank  or  rear ;  and  of  course  very  important  to  Wilmington.  I 
shall  write  Beauregard  and  also  telegraph  him.  Hadn't  you  better  tele- 
graph him  that  the  movement  of  his  troops  should  commence  at  once. 
I  know  he  had  them  all  ready  to  move,  but  transportation  is  so  fear- 
fully slow. 

Very  tired;  just  off  a  40-mile  reconnaissance  to  eastward. 
Tours,  truly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 

Ohableston,  January  8,  [1863.J 
Major-General  Whiting: 

Should  enemy's  ironclads  or  other  steamers  enter  Gape  Fear  Biver 
would  not  my  troops  at  Wilmington  be  cut  ofi'from  possibility  of  return  t 
If  so.  ought  Charleston  and  Savannah  to  be  endangered  for  that  city  t 
Weldon,  Raleigh,  and  Wilmington  are  three  objective  points  of  enemy; 
first  two  are  decisive  objectives.  If  all  three  cannot  be  defended  to- 
gether with  strong  probability  of  success,  enemy's  movements  and  our 
available  forces  must  determine  which  to  sacrifice  in  timely  succession 
for  defense  of  most  important  one.  Such  is  my  view  of  present  military 
operations  in  North  Carolina.    Please  answer.* 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 

*  Same  to  Cooper  and  Smith. 

B  B— VOL  xym 


884  VOBTH  OAROURA  AHD  8.  K.  YIBQIHU.  fOmjut 


Jahuabt  10,1863. 

The  exempts  for  Oonfederate  aerrice  should  be  fitted  oat  for 
genoy.    The  GoTemmeiit  has,  I  mppoee,  the  power. 


HBADQXrABTBBSi 

KiMtany  N.  0.,  January  9, 1883. 
M%i.  Gen.  S.  6.  Fbsnoh, 

Oomdg.  Diitriet  ofNwrik  Carolina^  WMan^  If.  0.: 

OsNEBAL :  I  reoeived  your  letter  last  ni^t  and  telegraphed  what  I 
learned  from  onr  nndergronnd  railroad.  "Keliable''  says  that  on  Mon- 
day, the  4th  instant,  Foster  was  shipping  his  Napoleon  guns  all  day, 
bot  conld  not  learn  their  destination.  He  reports  also  that  a  long 
black  steamer,  with  light  Dahlgren  guns  and  two  pivot  guns,  one  each 
in  the  bow  and  stem,  [had  arrived.]  She  is  intended  for  Wilmington 
and  is  to  enter  the  harbor  as  the  Alabama,  the  ^iiepoy  firing  at  her  ae 
she  passes.  She  is  to  sail  under  Confederate  colors.  This  I  &ink  prob- 
able. I  have  my  pickets  within  8  miles  of  New  Berne,  who  keep  me 
advised  of  every  movement.  I  have  learned  that  the  enemy  will  attack 
Weldon,  Wilmin^n,  and  this  place  at  the  same  time.  Foster  will 
probably  come  this  way,  Heintzelman  go  to  Wilmington,  Peck  and  Cor- 
coran tu  Weldon.  Troops  have  been  again  sent  to  Suffolk,  or  were  to 
leave  when  Corcoran  left  Torktown.  1  am  convinced  Foster  will  not 
attack  me  again  on  the  south  side  of  the  Neuse,  but  will  march  up  the 
left  bank  to  co-operate  with  the  force  (if  necessary)  that  attacks  Wel- 
don. With  the  two  brigades  now  at  Goldsborough  I  think  I  can  pre- 
vent  his  junction  by  attacking  him  as  for  down  as  Oontentnea  Creek, 
which  he  will  be  obliged  to  cross  if  he  marches  put  fh>m  New  Berne  to 
attack  €k)ldsborough.  I  can  also,  if  he  passes  Snow  Hill,  easily  attack 
his  rear.  My  scout  thinks  every  precaution  should  be  taken  to  guaid 
the  Weldon  bridge,  as  the  enemy  are  trying  to  bribe  citizens  to  bun  it. 
I  will  keep  you  advised. 

Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient, 

N.  O.  BVANS, 
Brigadier-Generalj  Oammamik^ 


BXBOUTrVB  DBPABTimT, 

Biehmandy  Janmary  9, 18fi8» 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon. 

Secretary  of  War  o/the  Oai^ederate  States  : 

Sm :  Your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  directed  to  the  €k>vemor,  has 

been  received.    He  requests  me  to  inform  vou  that  the  requisition  for 

the  militia  has  been  complied  with,  by  the  issue  of  the  neoessaiy  orders 

to  the  a^utant-general  of  this  State,  a  copy  of  which  is  herein  inclosed. 

Very  respectfully, 

GEOBOB  W.  MUNFOBD, 
Secretary  of  the  OowimonweaWL 


den  caDfaig 
disobariged, 
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the  militia  of  tlie  ooontieB  heretnaifter  named,  not  eaUed  fat  under  the 
eonscript  law  of  the  OonMerate  States,  embraoing  all  the  able-bodied 
men  between  the  ages  of  foirty  and  forty-five  years. 

Bmployte  of  railroad  and  transportation  eompanies  and  ofBoers  of 
banks,  and  other  persons  who  are  exempt  by  the  laws  of  the  State  and 
Oonfederate  States,  are  not  liable  to  dnty. 

The  rendesTons  will  be  at  Petersbnrg. 

When  arriyed  at  the  rendeavons  the  troops  will  be  reorganised  into 
eompanies,  battalions,  and  regihients.  The  oldest  commissioned  offleers 
present,  of  the  respeetive  grades  required,  will  be  assigned  to  dntyyand 
supemnmeraries  will  be  r^noed  to  the  ranks. 

The  troops  will  be  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition  when  they 
arrive  at  Petersbu^. 

The  olBoen  in  command  of  detaehments  will  cause  tlie  men  to  be 
fhmished  with  necessary  provisions  until  mustered  into  service  of  the 
Confederate  Stotes,  and  for  this  purpose  may  purchase  or  impress 
necessaries  and  transmit  the  acoounte  therefor  to  the  auditing  boaid. 

The  counties  upon  whidi  the  call  is  made  are  the  counties  of  Green- 
ville, Dinwiddle,  the  city  of  Petersburg,  the  counties  of  Brunswick, 
Lunenburg,  Mecklenburg,  HalifiEa,  Charlotte,  Pittoylvania^  Henry, 
Patrick,  Franklin.  Nottoway,  Prince  Edward,  and  Campbell,  including 
the  city  of  Lynchburg. 

This  call  is  made  by  the  War  Department  by  order  of  the  President 
of  the  Confederate  Stotes.  It  is  of  great  importonce  that  the  force 
called  for  be  promptly  ftuniahed  and  organised. 


Speoial  Obdbbs,  I  Abjittaht-Oshbbal^  Qffiob,  TAm^ 

No.  — .  9  Jam/narff  9,  180S. 

The  commandante  of  the  Fiftieth  Regiment,  Oreenville  Gountyx 
Eighty-third,  Dinwiddle;  Thirty-ninth,  Petersbnrg;  Sixty-sizth  ana 
Ninety -sixth,  Brunswick:  Seventy-third,  Lunenburg;  Twenty-second 
and  Ninety-eighth,  Mecklenburg;  Sixty-ninth,  Eighty-fourth,  and  One 
hnndred  and  seventy-second,  Hali&x;  Twenty-sixth,  Charlotte;  F( 
second,  One  hundred  and  first,  and  One  hundred  and  sixt 
Pitteylvania;  Sixty-fourth,  Henry;  Eighteenth  and  One  hnn< 
fifty-sixth,  Patrick;  Forty-third,  One  hundred  and  tenth,  and  One  hun- 
dred and  ninety-fifth,  Franklin;  Forty-ninth,  Nottoway;  Sixty-third, 
Prince  Edward ;  Fifty-third  and  One  hnndred  and  seventeenth,  Cami>- 
bell,  and  Thirty-first,  Lynchburg,  will  immediately  csXi  out,  for  a  service 
of  six  months,  unless  sooner  discharged,  all  the  militiamen  not  called 
for  under  the  conscript  laws  of  the  Confederate  Stotes,  embracing  all 
able-bodied  men  between  the  ages  of  forty  and  forty-five  years. 

Officers  and  employes  of  railroad  and  transportotion  companies,  offi- 
cers of  banks,  and  other  persons  who  are  exempt  by  the  laws  of  the 
Stote  and  Confederate  Stotes.  are  not  sul^ect  to  this  oalL 

Where  there  are  no  field  ofacers  in  a  regiment  the  senior  captain  is 
commandant ;  where  no  captains,  the  senior  lieutenanto  of  highest  rank 
command ;  and  all  such  are  [)eremptorily  required  to  execute  this  order 
without  a  mementos  delay.  They  will  cause  the  men  to  be  assembled 
at  the  most  convenient  places  within  the  respective  regiments  and 
mavohed  thence  to  Petersburg,  the  point  of  general  rendesvous,  in 
charge  of  the  officer  highest  in  rank  in  the  regiment.  Require  the  men 
to  bring  with  them  clothing  and  blankets. 

Officers  commanding  detoehmente  will  procure  sabsiBteiice  for  then. 
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antil  mustered  into  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  by  purchase,  if 
practicable ;  if  not,  by  impressment,  and  certify  such  purchases  or  im- 
pressments to  the  auditing  board  at  Richmond. 

Officers  commanding  detachments  will  report  as  &st  as  Utey  arrive 
at  Petersborg  to  sach  officer  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States 
as  may  be  appointed  to  receive  and  muster  them  into  service*  The 
troops  will  there  be  organized  into  companies,  battalions,  and  regi- 
ments, and  supplied  witli  arms  and  ammunition.  They  will,  as  fiir  as 
practicable,  obtain  railroad  transportation  for  the  detachments  to  the 
place  of  general  rendezvous,  giving  certificates  of  the  number  of  men 
transported,  which  will  be  paid  by  the  State. 

By  command : 

WM.  H.  RIGHABD80N, 


CHABUBSTOif ,  S.  C,  Jamunry  10, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whiting, 

Wilmingiony  K.  0, : 

Maps  received.  Your  views  of  enemy's  mode  of  attack  on  Wilming- 
ton are  doubtless  correct,  and  I  fully  agree  to  best  point  for  meeting 
him,  provided  he  csw  land  no  considerable  force  in  your  rear.  I  send 
all  forces  I  can  spare  from  this  department;  same  as  before.  Will  return 
mai>s. 

G.  T.  BBAUBEGABD. 


Chabusston,  S.  C,  Jammary  10, 1863. 

M^j.  Cton.  GusTAVUS  W.  Smith, 

Goldsborough,  N,  0. : 

I  am  sending  Whiting  same  forces  as  before.  Do  not  let  them  be 
taken.  Why  don't  you  apply  for  Lovell  f  He  is  in  Richmond,  anxious 
for  the  field. 

G.  T.  BBAUBEGABD. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  C.  S.  A., 

Biohmond^  Va.^  January  10, 1863. 
M%i.  Gen.  GusTAVtrs  W.  Smith, 

Qoldsboroughj  N.  C: 

We  think  it  desirable  the  militia  of  North  Carolina  should  be  called 
out.  Can  you  not  encourage  itf  General  Lee  urges  that  Bansom's 
division  should  not  be  ordered  beyond  Drewry's  BliSf.  The  President 
thinks  that  division  likely  to  be  specially  serviceable  in  North  Carolina, 
but  would  approve  of  an  equal  force  being  returned  to  Drewry's  Bluff. 
No  late  news  of  special  interest. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
SeoreUyry  of  War. 

GoLDSBOBOUGH,  N.  C,  January  10, 1863. 

General  G.  T.  Bsaubbgakd, 

Oammandingy  Oharlettanj  8.  0. : 

Mt  Dbab  Genb&al:  Your  tele^pnHnof  the  601  instant  was  reoeived 
Uist  night  on  my  letom  fhm  Bal^^h.    I  answered  by  telegn^h  that 
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your  opinions  were  well  founded,  bnt  that  I  thoaght  the  dilllcalty  yon 
suggested  in  getting  the  troops  back  in  case  the  iron-ciads  pass  the 
forts  and  get  into  the  Cape  Fear  conld  be  obviated.  It  is  very  im- 
portant for  the  Confoderate  Government  to  hold  Wilmington,  and  it  is 
almost  absolately  uecessary  to  this  State.  They  cannot  take  Wilming- 
ton by  land,  I  think,  if  Oeneral  Gist  wi^  the  troops  he  had  there  be- 
fore is  in  the  place  in  time  to  maneuver  in  front  aud  check  their  ap- 
proach. I  have  here  and  at  Kinston  a  littie  over  5,000  men.  There  ar? 
three  regiments  at  Rocky  Mount,  half-way  from  Goldsborough  to  Wil- 
don,  andf  three  at  Weldon.  I  hope  that  General  Lee  will  yet  see  in 
time  the  necessity  for  transferring  a  portion  of  the  forces  now  in  front 
of  Fredericksburg  to  this  State,  which  I  feel  assured  is  to  be  the  theater 
of  active  operations  this  wihter  and  spring.  If  we  can  hold  Wilmington 
and  Weldon  the  enemy,  if  they  penetrate  the  interior  of  the  State,  can- 
not hold  themselves  there.  But  if  they  succeed  at  Wilmington,  and 
once  get  possession  of  it,  we  will  never  get  it  away  frx>m  them.  My 
opinion  is  that  but  for  the  storm  at  sea  which  sent  the  Monitor  to  the 
bottom,  disabled  the  Passaic,  and  sent  the  Galena  no  one  knows  where, 
they  would  before  this  time  have  made  a  combined  attack  by  sea 
and  land  upon  Wilmington,  and  would  probably  have  succeeded  in 
passing  the  forts  with  their  ironclads ;  and  if  we  had  been  caught  T;'ith 
inadequate  forces  to  resist  and  check  them  on  land  they  would  have 
had  a  comparatively  easy  time  of  it.  But  the  iron-clads  are  foiled  so 
far,  and  if  advantage  is  taken  of  the  delay  they  will  find  themselves 
headed  off  in  every  direction. 

I  cannot  close  this  hurried  letter  without  thanking  you  for  the  prompt 
and  efficient  assistance  you  so  generously  gave  in  December  when  we 
were  seriously  threatened,  and  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  continue  it 
to  us  now.  I  know  you  will  do  all  you  can.  We  most  combine  and 
contrive  to  beat  them.  I  am  idways  glad  to  hear  from  yon  and  wiU 
endeavor  to  write  to  yon  often. 

Very  respectftilly  and  truly,  yours. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Majar-General. 

Since  writing  this  I  have  received  your  cipher  sent  to  War  Depart- 
ment October  16, 1862.    The  copy  sent  me  dated  January  7, 1363. 


Headquabtsbs, 
Wilmington^  N.  (7.,  January  10, 1863. 

M^j.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Smith, 

Commandingj  <£c.,  Ooidsbarough^  N.  0. ; 

Mt  Deab  Gknbral:  I  send  you  the  inclosed  note,*  although  it  is 
doubtless  exaggerated ;  still  the  very  report  indicates  that  the  war  is 
rapidly  being  transferred  from  Virginia  to  Uiis  State.  1  trust  our  au- 
thorities are  equally  active.  You  may  depend  upon  it  that  Burnside, 
smarting  under  his  terrible  defeat  at  Fredericksburg,  recollecting  his 
successes  in  North  Carolina,  the  plans  he  had  made  to  invade  upset  03 
the  Kichmoud  battles,  has  induced  Lincoln  to  transfer  the  war,  and 
sensibly,  too,  a  winter  campaign  in  Northern  Virginia  being  out  of  the 
question.  I  have  no  doubt  that  for  the  i^st  month  troops  have  been 
moving  from  Bumside's  army  through  by  Suffolk  and  from  outside. 


*Not  foiuid. 
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Foster's  name  and  ^'to  re-enforoe  Foster"  are  words  retained  only  as  a 
blind  beeanse  they  know  that  the  designation  of  any  prominent  general 
woold  indicate  their  plans.  I  shoold  not  be  surprised  if  yon  wake  np 
and  find  yourself  in  front  of  Bnmside  or  '^Little  Mac,"  and  Lee  far  off 
np  yonder.  The  same  drenmstances  which  point  the  enemy  to  this  field 
of  war  prevent  Lee  from  moving  on  Washington.  Indeed  that  magnifl- 
oent  army  should  be  hastening  southward.  Tell  me  your  opinion  and 
what  you  think  will  be  done.  How  it  will  turn  out  here  I  cannot  telL 
We  sha^  have  a  fight  and  a  heavy  one.  I  fear  your  own  hands  will  be 
so  fiill  that  you  can  hardly  help  me,  but  I  hope  not. 
Very  respectfiilly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

OeneraL 


HJBADQUABTEB8, 

Wilmiiigta%j  Janmary  10, 1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  Gustavtts  W.  Smith,  Ooldsbaraugh  : 

They  must  be  moving  troops  from  Bumside's  army  through  by  way 
of  Suffolk.  Fifb^-five  transports  and  twenty-oue  gunboats  are  reported 
at  Beaufort.  If  true,  this  means  outside  work.  A  very  large  force  is 
concentrated  at  Morehead  City.  Depend  upon  it  Burnside  has  induced 
them  to  change  their  programme  from  Virginia  to  this  State. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 


(JOLDSBOSOTTGH,  N.  0.,  JoMUiry  11,  1863. 

Hon.  Jamslb  a.  Sibddoh, 

Seoretmry  of  War : 

The  following  telegram  Jnst  received  from  General  Whiting  at  Wil- 
mington: 

Have  infonDation  from  [Lieat  John  8.]  Fairly,  of  my  staff,  at  Swansbonnigh.  Ha 
aent  a  man  into  the  lines,  who  xeporto  that  the  enemy  are  moTing  their  troops  to  New 
Berne  as  fast  as  possible ;  that  their  nnmbers  now  amount  to  75,(w0  at  New  Berne  and 
15,000  at  Moiehead  City,  the  former  to  adyanoe  on  Weldon  by  Kinston.  the  latter  on 
Wilmington ;  reporta  that  on  yesterday  and  to-day  they  will  get  all  tneir  troops  to 
New  Berne,  and  that  the  more  on  KiniBton  will  oommenoe'  Tuesday  or  Wednesday. 
Yon  wUl  need  all  the  fbroes  that  can  be  got  ftom  northward.  Yankee  fleet  is  nssem- 
bling  here. 

The  numbers  are  exaggerated,  but  there  is  no  doubt  but  they  have 
been  largely  re-enforced.  They  have,  I  think,  over  30,000  and  less  than 
40,000  men.  The  troops  at  Petersburg  should  be  placed  at  my  disposal 
at  once  and  others  brought  there  or  to  Bichmond. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 


Ohaslbston,  S.  C,  Jamunry  11, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whiting, 

Wilmington^  y.  0.  : 

Enemy  cannot  be  90,000  strong  under  Foster,  who  had  15,000  before, 
and  he  may  have  received  to  many  more.  I  wLLl  send  with  your  maps 
my  system  for  calculating  enemy's  forces.    It  seldom  Mis. 

G.  T.  BEAUHBGASD. 


thuT.XXiL]        CNMOUPOXraniCB,  BTO.-— OCmFBDnUTE.  8ft9 

0HABLB8T0N,  S.  O.9  Jommoinf  Uf  IMS. 

Brig.  Oen.  W.  H.  0.  WmxiNa,  WUminfftany  N.  0.  : 

Few  enemy's  blockaders  in  flight  this  uMMraing.    Have  yoa  fortilM 
your  advanced  position  by  rifle-pits  and  abatis  f 

G.  T.  BBAUBBOABD. 

Ohablbston,  S.  0.,  Jammarff  11, 1868. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  O.  Whitino, 

Commanding  at  WUmingtany  2f,  0. : 

My  Dbab  Gbnebal:  Tonr  favor  of  the  8th  instant  and  aooompan^- 
ing  drawings  were  dnly  received.  I  telegraphed  yon  my  coincidence  in 
yonr  views  relative  to  Uie  meditated  attack  of  the  enemy  on  Wilmington 
and  its  proposed  defense  by  yon.  We  differ,  however,  in  this  respect- 
that  should  he  have  any  iron-clads  to  operate  with  he  will  first  pass 
and  take  or  silence  yonr  forts  on  the  river,  and  then  land  his  forces 
immediately  before  the  city  to  make  a  land  and  water  attack  on  its  de- 
fenses, thereby  cutting  off  yonr  retreat  across  the  river  to  prevent  yon 
from  re- enforcing  Charleston.  Should  it  become  necessary,  your  com- 
munications at  the  same  time  with  Goldsborongh  would  be  cut  off  by  a 
strong  mo^'able  column,  which  would  destroy  Sil  the  rail  and  common 
road  bridges  in  that  (Erection.  He  would  also  make  a  demonstration 
against  Goldsborongh  or  Weldon  to  keep  Smith's  [forces]  there  inactive, 
and  so  operate  as  to  compel  him  to  sacrifice  the  least  important  positions 
in  succession  for  the  protection  of  the  most  important  ones.  This  is 
what  I  meant  in  my  telegram,  and  not  that  they  would  attack  Wilming- 
ton, Baleigh,  and  Weldon  at  one  and  the  same  time.  Wilmington  woukI 
certainly  be  a  great  loss  to  the  Confederacy,  but  not  as  much  so  as  Ba- 
leigh  and  Weldon,  which  would  give  the  enemy  both  lines  of  communi- 
cation between  the  South  and  Bichmond.  Moreover,  the  capital  of  any 
State,  which  to  us  signifies  nothing,  is  an  event  of  great  importance 
in  Europe.  I  will  repeat  here  a  French  proverb,  which  is  as  true  in  war 
as  in  the  ordinary  walks  of  life,  '^  Qui  trap  emlfratse  mal  etreintJ'  Ton 
all  seem  to  be  very  much  in  the  dark  about  the  enemy's  movements  and 
forces,  exaggerating  the  latter  terribly.  This  must  have  a  depressing 
effect  upon  yonr  troops.  I  always  make  mine  believe  we  are  stronger 
and  the  enemy  is  weaker  by  about  one-third  than  is  actually  the  case. 
After  a  battle  I  reverse  this.  With  a  proi>er  system  of  spies  all  the 
enemy's  important  movements  ought  to  be  known  to  yon,  and  by  connt- 
ing  his  generals  you  ought  generally  to  know  pret^  nearly  what  his 
forces  are;  for  instance:  One  brigade  (four  regiments  of  500  effective 
men),  2,0(X):  one  division  (four  brigades),  8,000;  one  corps  (four  divis- 
ions), 32.000 ;  cavalry  brigade,  2,0^ ;  artillery  (about  three  pieces  for 
1,000  infantry),  ninety-six  pieces.  This  would  give  1  general  command- 
ing, 4  mmor-generalB,  and  17  brigadier-generals,  or  22  in  all ;  but  the 
Abolitionists  have  generally  colonels  commanding  brigades  for  the  sake 
of  economy.  1  have  my  doubts  whether  Foster  commands  at  this  mo- 
ment more  than  the  above  force,  although  it  may  be  increased  greatly 
ere  long.  By  using  this  table  yon  will  find  that  Bnmside^s  army  of 
three  corps  and  a  reserve  at  Fredericksburg  amounted  to  about  125,000 
or  180,000  men,  with  about  three  hundred  pieces  of  cannon.  Now  that 
the  iron-dads  are  played  out  for  the  present,  I  feel  less  nervous  at  having 
sent  yon  my  best  available  troops :  but  I  hope  they  will  be  retomed  in 
time  should  they  be  required  for  tne  defense  of  thiis  department. 
Wishing  you  the  amplest  sccoess,  I  remain,  sincerely,  yours, 

G.  T.  BBAUBBGABD. 
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Wab  Dbpabtmsnt,  0.  8.  A., 

Eiokmotutj  Va.j  Jamnuury  11,  J863. 

Gov.  Zbbulon  B.  Yanob,  BaUigh,  N.  0. : 

With  the  PreBident^s  concarrence  I  recommend  the  caUing  out  of  the 
militia  in  North  Carolina  to  such  extent  as  we  can  arm — say  5,000  men. 
The  Governor  of  Virginia  will  call  out  the  militia  from  the  counties  near 
North  Carolina,  and  the  Department  at  the  same  time  calls  forconseripts 
from  those  counties  to  rendezvous  at  Petersburg.  We  send  every  man 
to  North  Carolina  who  can  be  spared  from  points  not  vital,  but  have  no 
further  regular  troops  at  command.  We  must  rely  on  irregulars  for 
any  further  force. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War, 


GoLDSBOBOUGH,  N.  C,  January  11, 1868. 

M^j.  Oren.  S.  G.  Fbbngh, 

Commanding^  ^c,  WeUUm,  N.  C, : 

Deab  Genebal  :  Yours  of  the  9th  is  received.  In  regard  to  Uansom's 
division  there  is  some  conflict  of  opinion.  General  I^  ordered  it  to 
Richmond.  I  ordered  it  to  move  to  Petersburg  without  stopping  io 
Richmond,  take  position  in  that  immediate  vicinity  and  be  held  cou- 
stantly  in  readiness  to  move  iu  any  direction  on  the  shortest  notice. 
General  Lee  objects  to  their  being  this  side  of  Drewry's  Bluff.  I  ob 
ject  to  their  returning  to  Drewry's  Bluff  unless  that  place  is  attacked, 
and  have  asked  to  be  allowed  to  order  them  into  North  Carolina.  This 
is  objected  to  at  present.  1  consider  this  division  in  transitu  and  can 
determine  nothing  in  regard  to  it  at  present.  Fifty  telegrams  and  let- 
ters have  passed,  I  think,  about  this  division  from  quartermasters,  i*ail- 
road,  State,  and  General  Government  officers.  Have  you  determined 
where  you  desire  the  four  32-pounders  to  be  placed  t  As  far  as  I  am 
now  advised  it  seems  to  me  that  Weldon  and  Halififtx  would  be  suitable 
positions  for  them,  relying  upon  lighter  guns  and  rifles  for  the  defenses 
of  points  lower  down.  Have  you  seen  Colonel  Gwynn  t  I  directed  him 
to  report  to  you  at  Weldon  and  carry  out  your  instructions.  The  four 
32-pounders  from  Charleston  (ready  to  be  put  in  position  complete)  are 
here  on  the  cars.  As  soon  as  you  determine  where  to  place  them  they 
will  be  sent  forward.  General  Whiting  seems  satisfied  that  Wilming- 
ton will  be  attacked,  and  thinks  that  they  will  occupy  our  attention  at 
Weldon  and  Goldsborough  at  the  same  time.  I  have  written  again  to 
the  War  Department  in  reference  to  sending  re- enforcements,  and  have 
warned  them  that  they  are  losing  time.  I  hope  that  we  wiU  not  be  too 
late ;  but  we  will  do  the  best  we  can  with  the  means  we  have  and  can 
get  together.  I  am  always  glad  to  hear  from  you.  Write  as  often  and 
fully  as  you  can. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mqifor-OeneriU, 

P.  S. — Can  you  not  have  a  bridge  constructed  over  the  Roanoke  at 
Halifax  f  I  think  it  is  very  important,  and  ^ill.  if  you  require  it,  try  to 
send  you  some  one  to  take  charge  of  it. 


cbap.  xzx)       cobbesfondenge,  etc.— confederate  841 

OoLDSDOBorroH,  N.  C,  J€mmiiry  12, 1883. 

Maj.  Oen.  8.  G.  Fbenoh, 

Oommanding^  ite,,  Weldon^  N.  0  : 

Genebal  :  You  are  nnqaestionably  in  command  of  the  forces  on  the 
Blackwater,  those  belonging  to  Petersburg,  and  General  Pettigrew's 
command  at  Rocky  Mount,  &o. ;  and  there  is  no  order  relieving  Evans 
from  your  command,  nor  have  I  intended  there  should  be,  so  far  as  re- 
ports, retnrns,  &c.,  are  concerned.  I  mean  the  last  to  apply  to  Evans. 
Bnt  as  long  as  I  am  so  much  closer  to  him  will  give  him  direct  orders  in 
regard  to  Ms  movements.  Bansom  is  considered  in  tranHtu.  General 
L^  wishes  him  to  return  to  Drewry's  Bluff.  I  wish  to  bring  him  to 
North  Carolina.  In  ca«e  he  comes  on  at  all,  if  he  stops  short  of  [this 
place]  I  will  order  him  to  report  to  you.  I  will  direct  the  adjutant-gen- 
eral to  return  any  reports,  returns,  &c.,  which  may  be  forwarded  by  your 
command  without  being  transmitted  through  your  office.  In  regard  to 
the  official  reports,  no  original  reports  had  l>Ben  received  in  my  office 
previous  to  your  leaving  here.  They  were  only  copies  sent  for  my  infor- 
mation, and  they  were  returned.  The  reports  were  handed  to  me  by 
Evans  the  day  before  I  left  for  Bichmond,  except  that  of  the  chief  engi- 
neer. My  own  report  was  written  hurriedly,  and  I  am  not  certain  what 
is  in  it,  but  remember  distinctly  making  up  my  mind  neither  to  blame 
nor  praise  any  one,  nor  go  into  particulars,  but  to  make  the  report  in  the 
barest  outline  and  refer  for  particulars  to  the  sub-reports.  I  am  son*y 
that  any  omissions  have  given  you  concern,  but  allow  me  to  say,  first, 
that  Evans'  report  should  have  been  made  to  yon,  and  you  should  have 
reported  to  me.  It  is  perhaps  my  &ult  that  I  allowed  him  to  hand  me 
his  report  while  I  was  visiting  at  Kinston.  I  will  have  copies  of  the 
reports  sent  to  yon  that  were  handed  me  by  Evans,  and  would  be  glad 
if  you  would  get  General  Pettigrew  to  make  out  a  report,  and  I  will 
transmit  them  to  the  adjutant  and  inspector-general,  to  be  filed  with  the 
others.    This  is  but  just  and  right. 

Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mafar-Chieral. 

P.  S. — ^Try  a  simple  order  on  anu  test  the  question  of  command  prac- 
tioally.  The  idea  of  an  officer  stationed  at  Petersburg  saying  that  he  is 
not  under  your  command  borders  on  trifiing. 


Executive  Depabtment,  Nobth  Cabolina, 
Adjutant-Gembbai/s  Offiob  (Militia), 
Ealeighj  N.  C,  January  12, 1863. 

Colonel:  Tou  will  forthwith  assemble  all  able-bodied  men  fit  for  mil- 
itary dnty  not  called  for  as  conscripts  up  to  this  date,  and  who  are  liable 
to  militia  dnty  under  existing  laws  and  orders,  in  your  regiment,  and 
organize  them  into  one  or  more  companies  of  75  men  each.  Should  the 
number  of  men  in  any  regiment  equal  or  exceed  120  they  will  be  formed 
into  two  equal  companies.  Detachments  of  40  men  will  be  allowed  a 
captain  and  second  lieutenant;  25  men  a  first  lieutenaut,  and  15  men 
a  second  lieutenant.  A  full  company  of  75  will  be  allowed  all  these 
officers,  to  be  in  all  cases  selected  by  the  rank  and  file.  The  militia 
having  been  so  much  reduced  by  recent  calls  for  conscripts,  and  this  call 
including  all  who  are  fit  for  duty,  renders  it  necessary  ^at  the  commis- 
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Bioiiedoffio6n  should  be  now  indnded,  ezoept  the  lleidoffioer  of  hi^^ieai 
grade  and  captain  or  senior  offloer  of  each  distriet  When  the  oom- 
panies  are  formed  the  colonels  will  immediately  report  the  fSsct  to  this 
office  by  letter,  inclosing  roll  of  company  and  the  probable  number  and 
kind  of  arms  in  the  regiment. 

2d.  Companies,  when  thns  formed.  wiU  assemble  each  Saturday  for 
drill  and  inspection  at  a  place  to  be  designated  by  the  captain,  who  wOl 
report  to  this  office  each  week  the  condition  of  the  company,  which  will 
always  be  held  in  readiness  for  active  duty  at  the  eliortest  notice. 

3d.  This  organization  and  drill  is  for  the  purpose  of  being  prepared 
to  repel  an  expected  advance  of  the  enemy,  and  will  remain  in  force 
UDtil  further  orders  from  the  Governor.  The  utmost  promptuess  is  ex- 
pected in  the  execution  of  this  order,  and  ten  days  firom  its  reception  is 
deemed  sufficient  to  complete  the  organization  herein  directed. 

By  order  of  Governor  Vance: 

J.  G.  MABTmr, 


WniMUffGhTOH,  [K.  C.y]  Jamma/r^  12, 1883. 

Colonel  [WHiLiAX]  Lamb,  Fort  Fisher : 
Lieutenant-Colonel  Gwathmbt,  Fort  CastoeU: 

From  information  received  here  it  is  probable  the  enemy  will  move  to 
attack  this  place,  both  by  land  and  sea,  on  Wednesday.  Have  eveiy- 
thing  ready  to  receive  them. 

B.  W.  FBOBBL, 
Oh4^i^Arimmw. 


WiLMiNCKroN,  K.  C,  Jamuurf  13, 1888. 
General  G.  T.  Bbaubxoabd,  Okarleftanj  8.  0. : 

General  Gist  has  asked  for  six  wagons  to  a  regiment.    Can  they  not 
be  sent  me  at  once  f 

Five  of  the  enemy's  steamers  are  engaging  Fort  Caswell.    Fort  re- 
plying slowly.    No  other  fleet  oif.  

W.  H.  C.  WHTEIKG. 


Chableston,  8.  C,  Janmarif  L8, 1883. 

Brigadier-Ctoneral  WmTma,  WUmingtanj  JIT.  0. : 

Do  not  think  Abolitionists  will  make  much  if  any  attack  without  iron- 
clads. Latter  are  not  much  to  be  foared  at  present  on  account  of  con- 
dition.   I  send  maps  to-day. 

G.  T.  BBAUBBGAJUD. 


WiLMiNaTCN,  N.  C,  Jtamary  18, 1883. 
General  BsAUBsaAiU): 

has  just  ceased. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 
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HBADQUABTEB8, 

WilminffUmj  N.  0.,  Janua/ry  13,  1803. 
Lieot   Col.  OwAjHMEY, 

Commanding  Fart  CcutoeUj  K.  (7. : 

Colonel  :  We  have  reports  from  the  enemy's  lines  which  indicate 
that  the  enemy  will  commence  a  movement  upon  this  place  both  by  land 
and  water  to-morrow.  Though  our  works  are  by  no  means  as  forward 
as  we  oonld  wish,  I  am  sore  that  everything  has  been  done  in  oar  power 
and  with  our  limited  time,  especially  by  yonr  command.  Ton  will  hold 
yonr  position  to  the  la^t  extremity.  If  attacked  by  iron-clads  npon 
which  you  can  make  no  impression  or  which  succeed  in  passing  yon, 
endeavor  to  save  some  of  your  guns  for  f  re  npon  the  wooden  ships  or 
transports.  As  soon  as  the  enemy  make  their  appearance  send  off  yonr 
negro  force.  For  this  pnipose  a  steamer  will  be  sent  yon ;  but  in  case  a 
steamer  should  not  arrive  soon  enough  you  are  authorized  in  the  mean 
time  to  impress  and  hold  at  the  fort  all  the  sailboats  and  small  vessels 
about  Sfflithville.  Should  it  unfortunately,  from  want  of  provisions  or 
destruction  of  yoor  armament,  become  necessary  to  abandon  the  work, 
make  arrangements  to  blow  it  up  and  destroy  it  as  far  as  practicable. 
Bend  out  an  intelligent  officer  to  select  the  best  point  in  such  an  event 
for  crossing  the  marsh  to  the  mainland  and  endeavor  to  bring  off  your 
command.  The  time  for  putting  down  the  submarine  shells  is  left  to 
your  judgment.  Tbekeyswould  seem  tobethe  best  position.  Isincerely 
wish  that  the  direction  relative  to  destruction  will  not  be  tested,  but 
rdying  upon  Ood,  our  cause^  and  your  brave  command  I  hope  for  vic- 
tory. If  we  are  beaten  it  will  be  through  no  fftult  of  yours. 
Very  respectfhlly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Chnerdl^  ChmmamMng. 


HSADQUABTBBS, 

WUmimgUm,  N.  (7.,  January  13, 1883. 
Ool.  [WillumJ  Lamb, 

Oommanaing  Fort  Fisher ,  JT.  0.: 

Colonel  :  I  have  received  reports  frt)m  the  enemy's  lines  which  indi- 
cate that  an  attack  will  be  made  botii  by  land  and  water  upon  this  place, 
the  movement  to  commence  tomorrow.  I  need  not  repeat  the  expres- 
sions of  my  confidence  in  you  and  your  garrison  and  in  your  determina- 
tion to  hold  your  position  to  the  last.  Some  contingencies  may  arise 
in  which  you  may  require  instruction.  Should  you  find  that  iron-clads 
are  too  much  for  you  and  succeed  in  passing,  endeavor  to  save  and  re- 
serve some  of  your  guns  for  fire  on  the  wooden  ships  and  transports. 
You  will  report  by  telegraph  every  hour  the  progress  of  events.  I  do 
not  think  ships  alone  can  drive  you  out,  though  it  is  possible  that  iron- 
clads may  be  able  to  dismount  your  guns.  You  will  therefore,  even  if 
the  iron-clads  pass  you,  continue  to  hold  the  fort  as  long  as  you  are  sup- 
plied with  provisions.  Instruct  your  vedettes  to  patrol  for  any  indica- 
tions of  an  attempt  to  land  in  force  bolow  Masonborough  Sound  and 
give  me  instant  information.  As  soon  as  the  enemy's  fleet  makes  its 
appearance  send  off  your  negro  forcej  a  steamer  will  be  sent  for  that 
purpose ;  but  should  it  not  appear  in  time  you  wUl  send  them  off  on  foot 
under  charge  to  make  a  forced  march,  say  to  the  Riverside  Salt- Works 
or  other  point  where  a  steamer  can  be  sent,  at  the  same  time  letting 


844  NORTH  CABOLIKA  AlID  B.  E   VIHOIKIA.  JOmMr. 

this  office  know  the  point.    With  a  flrm  reliance  on  Divine  Piovidenice, 
I  bid  yoa  and  yonr  brave  rarriaon  €k>dspeed.    Fight  as  well  as  yon 
have  labored  and  I  have  no  fears  for  the  result. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITINQ, 
Brigadier-Chneralj  Cammamdmg, 


WAB  DBPABTMBNTy  0.  S.  A., 

Biehmondj  Jammary  13, 1863. 

General  B.  E.  Lee,  Frederieksbwrgj  Fa.  •• 

Without  fully  crediting  I  send  the  following  dispatch  from  General 
G.  W.  Smith  for  your  information : 

QOLDSBOBOUOH,  t/ontUNy  12,  1863. 

Hon.  Jamx8  a.  Skddoit: 

I  have  jost  received  from  QenenJ  WhitiDS  the  folio  wing  diepatoh.  dated  to-day : 
'*  Have  received  farther  information  from  Lieutenant  Fairly,  oonfirmatory  of  that 
Bent  to-dav/'  Adds  that  General  Dix,  at  Shepherdaville  Friday  last,  reports  that 
many  of  the  enemy  are  from  Bumside's  army ;  reports  the  enemy  at  New  Berne  from 
50,000  to  ':^0,000  men ;  15,000  at  Morehead  Cit^,  with  forty-two  steamen,  and  that  they 
move  on  Kinston  hy  Dover  road ;  that  they  Intend  landing  a  foroa  on  the  Sound  and 
attacking  the  force  here  at  the  same  time,  and  all  the  movements  wiU  oommence  on 
Wednesday. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Jfitfor-Qaasrat. 

The  following  dispatch  just  received  from  Oeneral  Smith: 

GoLDOBOBOUOH,  Jmmumnf  IS,  1SI& 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddom: 

General  Beanreeard  teleKtaphs  that  he  has  reliable  information  fkom  New  Toik 

that  General  NagWa  land  foroe  was  but  13,000  strong.  

G.  W.  SMITH, 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 


HBADQlTABTBBSy 

WUminffUmy  N.  €.j  Jammary  13, 1M3. 

Col.  John  A.  Bakeb, 

Comdg.  Forty-first  Regiment  [N.  0.  T.,  or  Third  Cavalry] : 

Colonel  :  Unless  General  Robertson  has  given  yon  special  instmc 
tions  as  to  yonr  movements,  you  will,  in  case  of  a  land  advance  of  the 
enemy  in  this  direction,  send  one  company  to  fall  back  upon  Colonel 
Hariison  and  with  the  remainder  of  your  force  watch  their  flank,  mov- 
ing, if  forced  back,  across  the  Cape  Fear  (Northeast  Branch)  to  afford 
as  much  protection  as  yon  can  to  the  railroad  and  telegraph.  If  they 
land  below  the  mouth  of  New  Bive::  watch  their  rear  and  follow  them  up. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
lier-General^  Oammandimg 
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Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  C.  S.  A., 

Biehmondj  Fa.,  January  13, 1863. 

General  L.  E.  Lee,  Oomfnanding,  die. : 

Sib  :  At  the  Haggestion  of  the  President  I  inclose  for  your  considera- 
tion a  letter  from  (^neral  Smith,  covering  another  from  Brigadier-Gen- 
eral Pryor.  They  were  received  day  before  yesterday,  but  under  the 
impression  that  the  greater  needs  of  the  army  in  North  Carolina  would 
require  all  the  re-enforcements  you  could  safely  spare,  I  had  forborne 
to  press  them  on  your  attention. 

With  high  esteem,  most  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


GoLDSBOBOuaH,  N.  0.,  Jcmuary  9, 1863. 

(Beoeived  January  10, 1863.) 
Hon.  James  A.  Sedbon, 

Setjretary  of  War : 

I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  copy  of  letter  from  Brigadier-General 
Pryor,  and  to  request  that  either  Colonels  Ball's  or  Chambliss'  regiment 
of  Virginia  Cavalry,  and  the  Sixty-first  Virginia  Infantry  (properly 
belonging  to  the  Bichmond  command,  but  now  with  General  Lee's 
army),  be  sent  to  General  Pryor.  I  have  not  the  force  to  spare,  but  am 
satisfied  that  General  Pryor  should  be  furnished  with  the  little  aid  he 
asks  for  to  enable  him  to  aooomplish  such  important  results. 
Very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Mt^'OeneraL 

[Sob-lBdiMne.] 

Hbai>quabtbb8  Fobobs  on  Blaoewatbb, 

January  6, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  [Gtjbtatits  W.]  Smith  : 

Genebal  :  It  is  just  a  month  since  I  assumed  command  of  the  forces 
on  the  Blackwater.  The  day  befo^^  I  arrived  within  sight  of  headquar- 
terH  the  enemy  routed  a  portion  of  our  forces,  captured  a  section  of  ar- 
tillery, and  carried  away  a  number  of  prisoners.  We  never  thought 
then  of  crossing  the  line  with  ary  aggressive  purpose,  and  our  utmost 
exertions  were  devoted  merelj'  to  the  maintenance  of  our  position  on 
this  side  the  Blackwater.  The  enemy  had  absolute  control  of  the 
country  between  this  point  and  Suffolk.  I  am  happy  to  ;i88ure  you, 
general,  that  such  is  not  now  the  case.  A  most  formidable  attack  upon 
one  point  of  my  line  I  repulsed  with  a  handful  of  men  and  drove  the 
enemy  back  to  Suffolk.  I  assumed  the  offensive,  and,  as  you  know, 
with  a  very  inferior  force  I  have  repeatedly  driven  in  the  enemy's  pickets 
almost  within  sight  of  his  stronghold.  The  result  is  that  I  have  shut 
up  the  enemy  in  Suffolk.  I  have  delivered  all  the  intervening  country 
from  their  desolate  sway.  When  I  arrived  here  forage  and  provisions 
were  all  drawn  from  Petersburg.  Since  I  assumed  command  not  a 
pound  of  meat  nor  a  grain  of  corn,  not  a  bundle  of  fodder,  has  been  de- 
rived fioni  that  source.  I  have  subsisted  my  own  command  within  the 
enemy's  lines  and  have  ftirnisbed  General  French's  quartermaster  5,00C 
pouudsof  beef  and  50,000  pounds  of  salted  pork,  all  i/rocured  from  within 
the  enemy's  lines.    Meanwhile  I  have  strengthened  my  line  throughout 
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its  length  by  obstracting  ponds,  digging  rifle-pftB,  throiriiig  up  intnoob 
mentBf  and  by  other  aitifldal  means  of  defense.  I  oonsider  my  position 
perfectly  secure,  even  with  the  small  force  under  my  command.  Bnt 
there  are  certain  results  to  be  achieved  by  an  aggressive  poli<^,  to  the 
snccessM  prosecution  of  which  a  small  increase  of  strength  is  eesentiaL 
To  be  brief,  if  yon  will  ftimish  me  with  another  re^nment  of  cavalry  (I 
have  but  one,  and  that  extremely  weak)  and  another  strong  regiment 
of  in&ntry,  so  as  to  give  me  an  available  force  of  3,000  men  for  the  field, 
I  will  engage,  general,  to  accomplish  three  things,  viz :  1st,  to  shut  the 
enemy  up  in  Suffolk,  and  so  to  threaten  the  place  as  to  prevent  any  de- 
tachment of  troops  to  the  army  in  Forth  Carolina ;  2d,  to  intercept 
communication  between  Suffolk  and  the  Chowan  across  the  county 
of  Oates,  and  so  compel  the  enemy  to  a  most  circuitous  route:  3d, 
to  realize  for  our  army  within  the  enemy's  lines  300,000  ponnos  of 
pork  and  a  still  larger  proportion  of  com  over  and  above  the  wants 
of  my  command.  It  may  api>ear  hardly  possible  to  do  this  with  so 
small  a  force  as  I  request,  but  the  nature  of  the  country  is  such  as  to 
neutralize  disparity  of  numbers  and  to  make  3,000  men  equivalent  to 
twice  their  number.  The  cavalry  I  have  is  not  snJficient  to  picket  my 
line — 300  men  scattered  along  O0*odd  mUes.  A  few  days  ago  General 
French  found  it  necessary  to  transfer  my  other  cavalry  regiment  to 
North  Carolina.  One  regiment  of  the  in&ntry  of  my  command  is  de- 
tained in  Petersburg.    Would  it  not  be  possible  to  spare  me  that  t 

The  suggestions  I  have  hazarded  are  most  respeeMoUy  submitted  to 
your  Bwenor  Judgment. 

very  respeetftdly,  your  fUend  and  obedient  servant^ 

BOOBB  A.  PBTOB, 


Pbtbssbubo,  Ya.,  Jammmji  14,  IMKL 
General  S.  Coopbb: 

General  Pryor  reports  the  enemy  6|000  strong  at  WindsoTi  near  Ivor. 
Should  they  try  to  force  the  Blaokwater  the  regiment  now  here  coold 
move,  but  tiien  the  guard  for  dty,  &c.,  would  have  to  come  flN>m  Ban- 
som's  brigade;  or  oan  two  of  his  regiments  move  there  if  needed! 

&  G.  FBEVOH. 


jAiruABT  14,  Un. 
General  Fbbnoh: 


Send  the  regiment  referred  to  in  your  dispatch  lost  received ;  or,  if 
the  emergency,  in  your  judgment,  should  require,  the  two  regiments  of 
Bansom's  brigade,  as  suggested  by  you. 

&0OOPEB. 


Fbbdbbioksbubo,  Ya.,  JmmBurji  14, 1803. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon: 

Yoor  dispatch  inst  received.    Advance  Bansom  and  any  other  avail- 
able troops  in  Bichmond  or  Petersborg.    See  my  dispatch  of  6th  instant 

B.  B.  LBB. 
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SFBOIAJL  QEDBRS,  I        HdQBjB.  ABXT  of  NOBTHSUn  yiB0INIA, 

No.  14.  I  Jammary  14, 1863. 

I.  M^.  Qtea.  D.  H.  Hilly  Provisional  Anny  of  the  Oonfederate  States. 

wiU  immediately  proceed  to  Bichmondy  Va.,  and  report  to  the  A^utam 

and  Inspector  General.  G.  S.  A. 

•  •••••• 

By  order  of  General  Lee: 

W.  H.  TA7LOB, 
AM%9tant  AdjuUmi-QmmraL 
General  S.  OooPBii» 

A^^tmU  amd  Inrj^eaUir  Qmierdlj  0.  8,  A. 


GOLDSBOBOUOH,  Jomuury  14, 1863. 
Hon.  Jahes  a.  SBDDOif, 

Seeretary  of  Tfor,  Miekmond : 

Mt  Deab  Sib  :  I  have  sent  several  telegrams  within  the  last  three 
or  fonr  days  all  tending  to  show  that  the  enemy  are  re-enforcing  rap- 
idly in  North  Carolina  and  actively  preparing  for  an  offensive  cam- 
paign. The  force  here  is,  as  I  have  often  stated  before,  inadeqaate  for 
the  protection  of  the  important  points  from  Wilmington  to  Richmond, 
inclusive,  and  we  have  no  force  as  a  reserve  ready  to  take  the  offensive 
and  meet  the  enemy  whenever  they  come  out  in  force.  I  have  asked 
that  Bansom's  force  be  placed  at  my  disposal,  and  have  urged  that  ad- 
ditional troops  be  sent.  Of  course  if  this  cannot  be  done  we  must  get 
along  the  best  we  can  without  them.  But  it  is  my  business  to  sp^^ 
plainly  upon  these  subjects  and  to  continue  to  speak  thus  so  long  as 
there  is  any  probability  that  the  necessary  measures  for  preparing  to 
resist  successfully  the  invasion  that  is  now  impending  will  be  adopted. 
I  remember  well  what  force  we  had  last  winter  in  the  Axmy  of  the 
Potomac  holding  position  farther  north  than  that  now  held  by  General 
Lee,  and  it  was  then  not  only  decided  to  be  impra6ticable  to  re-CDforce 
the  Army  of  the  Potomac  but  detachments  were  made  from  it  and  sent 
here.  What  I  mean  to  say  is  this,  that  General  Lee  in  command  of 
an  army  at  Fredericksburg  is  not  in  the  same  point  of  view,  and  evi- 
dently does  not  see  things  precisely  as  they  appeared  to  him  when  (Jen- 
era!  Ji>hnston  commanded  that  army,  and  he  (General  Lee)  was  over- 
looking and  Judging  of  the  whole  general  operatioDs  from  Bichmond. 
This  is  natural,  and  perhaps  could  hardly  be  avoided  by  any  one.  But 
it  is  for  the  Ck>vemment  to  decide  whether  when  active  operations  are 
evidently  commenced  in  force  against  important  points  in  this  State  it 
is  not  necessary  to  diminish  somewhat  the  army  under  General  Lee  at 
Fredericksburg. 

Before  I  was  rednoed  in  relative  rank  in  this  army  it  was  a  question 
whether  General  Lee  or  myself  should  command  the  active  forces  in 
Northern  Virginia,  the  other  to  command  in  Bichmond,  &o.  Now  I 
would  like  this  subject  brought  up  for  a  moment  and  considered  under 
the  supposition  that  I  commanded  in  Fredericksburg  and  General  Lee 
here.  Would  he  allow  me  to  retain  the  army  at  Fredericksburg  whilst 
the  attack  in  force  was  preparing  against  Wilmington  t  You  are  aware 
that  my  visit  to  Bichmond  in  the  latter  part  of  December  was  for  the 
purpose  of  conveying  to  the  Government  and  to  General  Lee  my  convic- 
tions in  regard  to  the  condition  of  affairs  in  this  State  and  to  prepare  in 
time.  You  saw  my  letter  to  General  Lee  and  his  reply.  I  received  a  tel- 
egram from  you  on  the  10th  instant  stating  that  General  Lee  opposed 
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Ransom's  division  being  brought  tbis  side  of  Drewry's  Bluff.  I  have 
received  nothing  since  from  the  Department  and,  I  think,  nothing  but 
this  telegram  since  I  left  Richmond  on  the  6th  instant.  I  fear  yoor 
telegrams  to  me  have  again  miscarried. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

[Jadmw&mmat.] 

January  16,  1863. 

Read  and  returned  to  Secretary  of  War.  The  question  of  forces  has 
been  considered.  The  question  of  rank  of  Mi^or-Qeneral  Smith  is  not 
for  action. 

J.  D. 


HEA1>QUA]ITEBS, 

Wihninfftonj  ilT.  C,  January  15, 1863. 
Bii^.  [John  J.I  Hedbiok, 

Comdg.  Port  Saint  Philip,  BT.  C. : 

Major  -.  I  need  not  tell  yon  to  hold  your  position  as  long  a^  itossible. 
If,  however,  many  of  the  enemy's  fleet  (thonld  succeed  in  passiug  your 
batteries  and  proceeding  up  the  [river],  or  compel  you  to  withdraw,  yon 
are  directed  to  proceed  to  the  rauroad  bridge  on  Brunswick  Elver  for 
its  protection,  placing  a  strong  picket  at  the  obstruction  on  that  river. 
You  should  in  this  event  take  with  you  all  the  provisions,  &c.,  you  car. 
carry,  taking  teams  for  the  purpose.  Please  to  recollect  that  for  one, 
two,  or  even  three  steamers  passing  you,  you  will  not  necessarily  leave ; 
but  a  large  fleet  sufficient  to  overcome  the  upper  batteries  after  getting 
by  might  remove  the  obstructions  and  destroy  the  bridge.  Furthei 
orders  will  be  sent  you. 

W.  H.  C.  WaiTDTG, 

Brigadier-  Oeneral. 

Headquarters, 
Wilmingtouj  N.  6'.,  January  15, 1863. 
General  8.  Cooper, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General,  Richmond,  Va.  : 

GENBRAJi :  Assigned  to  take  charge  of  defense  of  Wilmington,  i 
arrived  here  November  17, 1862.  The  yellow  fever,  which  had  desolated 
the  city  and  stopped  all  work,  had  not  yer  ceased.  The  condition,  im 
portance,  and  necessities  of  the  place  were  immediately  set  forth  and 
have  since  been  repeatedly  urged  to  the  department.  I  found  the  de- 
fensive works  generally  imperfect  and  many  im|K)rtant  points  neglected ; 
a  partial  line  of  earthworks,  well  constructed  but  weak  in  profile,  had 
been  thrown  up  between  the  two  mill-ponds  on  the  east  and  south  of  the 
city  1^  miles  in  extent.  They  had  twelve  pieces  of  artillery  mounted, 
mostly  naval  24s  and  32s,  of  the  old  pattern.  These  batteries,  mouut* 
ing  eight  guns,  had  been  placed  just  below  the  up])er  jetty  lights,  i*nd 
two  to  command  an  imperfect  obstruction,  composed  of  logs  and  chains, 
near  Mount  Tirasa.  An  attempt  had  been  made  to  build  an  iron  battery 
for  this  purpose,  but  so  defective  in  design  and  position  that  I  directed 
it  to  be  stopped.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  14  miles  from  the 
city.  Battery  Saint  Philip  had  been  erected,  well  constructed,  monntiupf 
eleven  guns,  but  defective  in  the  quality  and  caliber  of  its  ordnance  and 
in  the  location  of  proper  protecting  traverses  from  enfilade  and  even  re- 
verse fire.    On  Oonfederate  Point,  to  protect  New  Inlet,  had  been  con* 
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stracted  the  earthwork  known  as  Fort  Fisher.  Here  the  skill,  ingenuity, 
and  perseverance  of,  sacoessively,  Maj.  [John  J.J  Hedrick,  of  the  ar- 
tilleiy,  Maj.  [B.  K.lJM[eade,  of  the  engineers,  for  a  ^ort  time,  and 
especially  of  Col.  [William]  Lamb,  now  commanding,  and  his  men, 
have  been  signally  displayed.  The  fort  is  a  strong  sesrcoast  work,  partly 
casemated  and  partly  barbette.  It  wonld  not,  however,  be  tenable  for 
any  length  of  time  against  a  formidable  land  attack.  Fort  Caswell, 
commanding  the  main  entrance,  appeared  to  have  had  little  or  nothiug 
done  to  increase  its  efficiency ;  nnmerons  gnns  of  little  or  no  efficiency 
had  been  crowded  together  without  any  protection  by  traverse  or  em- 
brasore  for  either  guns  or  men.  The  advanced  batteries  nearest  the 
bar  previously  arranged  had  from  some  unknown  reason  been  leveled. 
I  regarded  it,  and  stul  do,  as  one  of  the  weakest  points  on  the  system. 
In  the  very  important  matter  of  river  obstructions  Uttle  had  been  done, 
nor  had  preparations  been  made  for  obstructing^  the  approaches  to  the 
city  in  case  of  attack.  Brunswick  Biver  is  an  important  branch,  form- 
ing the  island  known  as  Eagle's  Island,  directly  opposite  the  city,  af- 
foMing,  out  of  fire,  an  easy  access  to  the  Upper  Gape  Fear  Biver,  and 
opportunity  foi^  an  enemy  in  the  lower  river  to  destroy  the  Wilmington 
and  Manchester  Railroad  Bridge  and  cut  off  all  communications  south 
of  Wilmington.  In  this  branch  the  only  obstruction  was  a  few  rows  of 
piles  not  protected  by  any  effective  fire.  In  the  city  itself,  as  if  it  was 
to  be  abandoned  at  the  first  appearance  of  a  hostile  gunboat,  not  a  sin- 
gle work  had  been  put  up,  though  many  admirable  sites  presented  them- 
selves. On  the  gunboats  the  pestilence  had  stopped  labor ;  both  were 
on  the  stocks  and  no  provision  whatever  had  been  made  or  even  pro- 
jected for  saving  them  in  case  of  disaster  or  providing  for  them  during 
attack.  During  the  two  months'  grace  the  enemy  have  given  us  it  is 
not  for  me  to  say  what  has  been  done  to  remedy  the  defects  here  stated. 
I  have  to  give  my  warmest  praise  to  the  manner  in  which  officers  and 
men  have  &bored  day  and  night  Colonel  Lamb  and  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Gwathmey,  of  the  Navy,  Msgor  Forrest,  of  the  Navy  (until  his  unfortu- 
nate illness),  Miyor  Young  and  Captain  Andrews,  and  Captain  James 
and  Lieutenant  Obenchain,  of  the  Engineers,  have  been  indefatigable 
with  their  excellent  commands  in  strengthening  the  defenses.  Their 
value,  incomplete  as  they  still  are  (necessarily  from  want  of  time,  im- 
plements, and  material),  must  shortly  be  tested.  If  they  succeed,  these 
offioers  and  men  should  have  great  praise ;  if  they  fail,  it  is  not  their 
&ult.  I  have  now,  in  addition  to  the  works,  a  movable  column  of  a 
little  more  than  7,000  men,  with  five  smooth-bore  field  batteries.  Of 
these,  all  but  Clingman's  brigade  and  two  batteries  have  been  ftimished 
me  from  the  defense  of  Charleston  by  General  Beauregard,  under  com- 
mand of  General  Gist.  I  have  stated  too  often  the  importance  of  this 
place  to  the  country  to  repeat  it  here,  but  I  will  repeat  what  I  have  said 
before — that  from  here  there  is  no  route  or  retreat,  and  once  taken  by 
the  enemy  it  cannot  be  retaken  by  the  means  belonging  to  the  Confed- 
eracy. Strong  diversions  and  powerfrd  aid  should  be  at  once  started. 
While  we  will  do  all  we  can  do  and  will  hold  and  defend  the  place  while 
it  is  possible,  every  endeavor  should  be  used  to  relieve  it.  The  Charles- 
ton garrison  ought  not  to  be  vainly  sacrificed. 

The  above  statement  has  been  made  because  I  think  it  is  due  to  the 
offioers  and  men  of  this  army  and  to  myself.  The  enemy  are  moving  in 
very  heavy  force,  and  there  is  no  time  to  be  lost. 

Very  respectfully. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

BriffodiiBT'  General, 

M  B  B— VOL  xvm 
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JAHUABT  U,  1803. 

Qeneml  Bbattbboajid  : 

G.  W.  [Smith]  saye  the  real  attack  is  probably  on  Wilmington,  with 
their  whole  fbroe.  He  inquires  how  he  can  best  aid  me,  whe&er  oy  re- 
enforcing  or  faUing  on  his  reserve.  The  best  way  is  the  speediest  junc- 
tion. Asks  how  many  men  I  have  and  whether  I  can  wiUidraw  fif  iron- 
dads  pass  the  forts.  I  shall  not  withdraw  except  by  order.  If  60,000 
men  are  thrown  on  Wilmington  you  roust  stir  up  troops  in  the  north. 
They  ought  to  have  hurried  before  this,  unless  they  exi>ect  impossibih- 

ties.  

W.  H.  0.  WHTTINQ 


Chablbston,  S.  0.,  Jamuiry  15, 1883. 
ig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Wmrma, 

Gk)od  plan  attacking  monitor  is  to  board  in  small  boats  at  ni^t, 
throwing  bottles  burning  fluid  in  tower  and  bafs  powder  in  ftinnel  of 
chimney. 

G.  T.  BBAUBBGABD. 


Hbabquabtbbs, 
WUmingUmy  N.  C,  JmiMorf  16, 1863. 
OoL  John  A.  Bakbb, 

Oamdg.  Fortsfflnt  [JT.  0.  T.  or  Tkird\  OawOrff: 

CoLOifBL:  Impede  the  enemy's  advance  by  every  de^iCe  within  your 
means ;  destroy  all  bridges  in  his  route,  however  trifling.    Keep  on  the 
alert,  and  as  he  draws  nearer  to  our  lines  dispatch  frequent  conrieiBi 
Accustom  your  men  to  skirmish  with  his  advance,  to  airbuscade,  &c. 
Yeiy  respectftiUy, 

W.  H.  0.  WBTTIK6, 
Brigadier-Chnerdlj  Oommandmg. 


HBAOQ17ABTBB8, 

WUmingtfmy  N.  0.,  Jammarff  If  188S. 
General  Gtjbtayub  W.  Smith, 

Scouts  report  just  received.  Still  no  enemy  this  side  of  Trent  yes- 
teiday  or  night  b^ore  last,  but  very  large  force  on  opposite  bank, 
making  towiutd  Sonston.  OituBens  feport  two  regiments  of  Indians 
them* 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  0.  8.  Am 

Eiekmandj  Fa.,  Jwimary  16, 1888. 
General  Gubtayus  W.  Smith, 

€MdAaraughj  N.  0.: 

General  Lee  has  placed  Bansom's  division  at  yoi«r  oontn^    I  tele- 
graphed you  to  that  effect  two  days  ago. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
SecreUuyof  wmr. 
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BooKT  MoUVT,  Jmnmnf  17, 1868. 
General  8.  Ooopbb, 

A^pttaiU  amd  inapeotor-Omeral: 

On  15th  a  large  fleet  left  Beanfort,  N.  C,  to  attack  Wilmington  by 
water;  also  a  large  force  (70,000)  staited  by  way  of  Swansborongh  to 
co-operate  with  them  by  land.  They  are  arming  the  negroes  to  gar* 
risen  Washington.  F.  0. 

W.  F.  MAETDT. 
Oimmandimg  DisMct  of  ike  Tar  Ekoer. 


Wab  Depabtkbnt,  0.  8.  A., 
BikHmmd^  Va.^  Jamtutry  17, 1883. 

His  Bxcellency  Zbbulok  B.  Yanos, 

Oawmor  of  North  Carolina : 

Sir  :  M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  of  your  State,  who  is  so  fovorably  known 
to  yoorself,  as  indeed  to  the  whole  Confederacy,  for  his  distinguished 
services  with  the  army  in  Virginia,  has,  to  the  regret  of  the  Depart- 
ment, been  eoDstrained  to  retire  from  his  late  command  by  ill  liealth. 
He  has  consented  for  the  present  not  to  resign,  but  will  be  for  a  time 
at  home  in  North  Carolina.  It  has  occurred  to  me  that  from  the  appre- 
ciation of  the  Department  of  his  proven  valor  and  skill  it  might  be  par- 
donable in  me  to  suggest  that  in  view  of  the  dangers  from  the  enemy 
now  menacing  your  State  the  benefits  of  his  counsel  and  co-operation 
might  be  obtained  by  you  on  conference  with  him.  His  deserved  influ- 
ence with  the  people  of  North  Carolina  might  prove  advantageous  in 
animating  and  encouraging  them  to  effort  and  endurance,  and  his  ex- 
perience and  judgment  give  valuable  suggestions  as  to  the  best  mode 
of  commanding  and  guiding  the  means  of  the  State  for  defense. 

Trusting  to  be  excused  for  the  liberty  of  such  suggestion,  I  have  the 
honor  to  be,  with  very  high  consideration  and  esteem,  most  respect^ 
fidly,  yours. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 

Seeretaryof  War. 

Hbabquabtbbs, 
Wilmington,  January  18, 1883. 

Colonel  Habrison ,  Oommanding  Outpost : 
Send  the  following  order  to  Colonel  Baker: 

Tour  (Uspatoh  of  10.30  p.  m.,  18th,  reoeiyed.  Your  outposts  most  not  be  too  preoip- 
itAte.  I  want  accurate  information  of  the  route  and  advanoe  of  the  enemy.  They 
mnat  therefore  neither  fall  back  too  fSftr  nor  too  rapidly.  Advance  by  Tackahoe,  on 
the  railroad,  toward  KenansviUe  ehoald  be  commnnicated  to  the  telegraph  office 
there ;  on  the  JacksonTiUe  road  should  be  forwarded  here. 

w.  h.  c.  whiting. 


Hbadquabtebs  Abxy  op  Nobthebn  Yibqinia, 

January  19, 1883. 
Hon.  Jakbb  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  have  reoeived  yonr  letter  of  the  13th  instant  inolosing  one 
&om  Gtoeral  Smith  and  another  firom  General  Pryor.    I  am  pleaMd  to 
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hear  of  the  saooessfhl  operatioiis  of  the  latter  below  Petersboig.  I  will 
send  some  cavalry  down  when  I  can  spare  it.  As  he  is  operating  in 
front  of  Petersburg  I  think  he  might  be  ro-enforoed  by  the  regiment  of 
which  he  speaks  in  that  city  or  any  other  available  troops  near  that 
place^  leaving  a  sufficient  garrison  there. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfolly,  yoor  obedient  servant^ 


WnJONOTONy  N.  O.,  cTMNMry  20, 186S. 
Governor  Vanos: 

Information  Jnst  received  wonld  indicate  a  fbrmidable  movement  of 
the  enemy  against  this  place  or  €k>ldsboroagh.  Do  what  yon  can  at 
Bichmond  to  have  troops  sent  south. 

T.  L.  OLIKGMAK. 


Hbadquartebs, 
Wiknkigt(mj  N.  0.,  Jamuury  20,  1863. 

M%jor-Oeneral  Fbbnoh^ 

Commanding  Dt/vufionj  Kmammfme^  N.  0.: 

Mt  Dear  General:  I  send  yon  a  map,  in  case  yon  should  have 
none  at  hand.  My  advanced  post  in  Holly  Shelter  is  at  Island  Greek, 
ij  miles  above  the  ferry  at  the  railroad  bridge,  and  fortified.  On  the 
Sound  road  my  advance  is  about  17  miles  from  the  city,  also  fortified, 
and  additional  works  under  construction  as  fast  as  possible.  An  ad- 
vance by  the  enemy  in  force  by  land  will  most  probably  come  by  the 
Sound  road,  for  many  reasons,  but  a  column  might  come  down  the  Holly 
Shelter.  It  would  be  all-important  to  prevent  the  position  on  the  Sound 
road  from  being  turned  on  my  left,  which  they  would  undoubtedly  tiy 
to  do.  It  would  become,  then,  a  question  of  considerationy  in  case  yon 
support,  whether  you  would  move  directly  in  Holly  Shelter,  crossing  at 
Bannerman's  bridge  (supposing  the  enemy  did  not  bum  it),  or  at  Srath 
Washington,  to  fafi  in  their  rear,  or  march  at  once  to  the  ferry  and  oper- 
ate fh>m  Island  Greek  in  their  front.  My  opinion  inclines  to  the  latter 
course  for  your  troops,  leaving  to  the  main  body,  under  the  general 
commanding,  to  operate  in  the  rear.  In  case  the  enemy  adopt  the  plan 
of  endeavoring  to  land  somewhere  between  my  advanced  position  and 
Gonfederate  Point,  the  latter  course  suggested  would  undoubtedly  be 
your  best  course  and  would,  indeed,  bc^me  very  necessary  to  insure 
the  security  of  Fort  Fisher  and  the  iron  batteries  ftt>ro  reverse  attack. 
As  any  such  movement  of  the  enemy  would  undoubtedly  be  accompanied 
by  a  corresponding  advance  on  the  Sound  road,  which  it  would  iKscome 
necessary  to  check.  I  have  directed  the  greater  portion  of  the  cavalry  in 
advance,  in  case  ox  being  forced  back,  to  retire  on  KenansvUle.  Their 
intelligence  is  communicated  by  both  ways.  They  will,  of  course,  come 
under  your  immediate  control,  and  you  will  obtain  information  of  the 
enemy's  movements  sooner  than  I  shall,  and  in  time  to  adopt  either 
alternative,  as  General  Smith  may  direct.  If  their  attack  is  ascertained 
to  be  really  on  Wilmington,  and  you  have  to  cross  the  fenry,  I  would 
suggest  that  your  force  keep  abreast  and  a  little  in  advance  of  thdr 
motion  to  enable  you  to  take  position  on  their  front  To  save  tronblo 
of  ooirreapondenee,  if  yoa  approve  of  these  suggestions,  I  send  a  copy 
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of  this  note  to  General  Smith,  with  whom  yon  can  oonsolt  by  telegraph. 
My  weakest  point  is  the  forts.   The  passage  of  them  and  occapation  of 
the  lower  harbor  will  reqoire  new  and  iifferent  combinations. 
Very  respeotftdly. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITIKG, 
Briffodier-Omeraly  Oammanding. 


Was  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Biekmand,  Va.^  January  20, 186a. 

GiLBBBT  Elliott,  Esq.,  Halifax^  N,  0. : 

Sib  :  Yoor  letter  of  the  2d  instant  relative  to  the  defenses  of  Roanoke 
River  was  referred  to  the  Ohief  of  Engineers,  who  replies  that  every 
exertion  has  been  made  to  procure  gans  for  the  defense  of  that  river. 
Four  gnns  have  been  ordered  to  be  sent,  one  of  which  is  a  rifled,  banded 
32-ponnder. 

Respectfully, 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Heabquabtebs  Depabtment  of  East  Tennessee, 

Knoxvilley  Tenn.j  Jantuiry  21, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Gov.  Zebulon  B.  Vance  : 

GoYEBNOB :  Inclosed  please  find  an  extract  from  a  letter  received  this 
morning  from  Brig.  Gen.  W.  G.  M.  Davis.  From  his  statement  I  think 
the  outbreak  in  Madison  has  lieen  greatly  exaggerated,  and,  as  tele- 
graphed you  this  morning,  I  think  there  is  no  present  need  of  the  State 
force  called  out  by  you.  The  outbreak  has,  I  thiuk,  been  suppressed, 
but  an  adequate  force  will  be  kept  in  the  mountains  as  long  as  necessary 
for  the  protection  of  loyal  citizens  and  their  property. 

I  am,  Governor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HBTH, 
Brigadier-Oeneraly  Gatamanding. 

IXnclomn.] 

Headquabtebs, 
Oreenvilley  Tenn.,  January  20, 1863. 

Gbnebal:  As  I  informed  you  by  telegraph  on  yesterday,  Captain 
Nelson  has  returned  and  reports  that  his  company  went  into  Laurel 
Valley,  N.  0.,  and  had  a  brush  with  the  tories,  in  which  he  killed  12  and 
subsequently  captured  20.  From  information  I  have  received  from  all 
quarters  from  men  of  intelligence  and  reliable  character,  I  am  satisfied 
there  is  no  organization  in  the  mountains  of  armed  men  banded  together 
lor  the  purpose  of  making  efforts  to  destroy  bridges  or  to  bum  towns 
or  property  of  Confederate  officers  and  soldiers.  I  think  the  attack  on 
Marshall  was  gotten  up  to  obtain  salt,  for  want  of  which  there  is  great 
suffering  in  the  mountains.  Plunder  of  other  property  followed  as  a 
matter  of  course.  Col.  [L.  M.]  Allen's  Sixty-fourth  North  Carolina  Begi- 
ment  and  the  men  of  his  command  are  said  to  have  been  hostile  to  the 
Laurel  men  and  they  to  the  former  for  a  long  time — a  kind  of  feud  exist- 
ing between  them.  Of  the  men  killed  by  Nelson's  cavalry  all  but  one  or 
two  were  deserters  from  Colonel  Allen's  regiment.  They  formed  part  of 
the  expedition  against  Marshall  and  no  doubt  plundered  Allen's  house. 
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There  has  been  uo  [attack]  made  on  parties  traveling  on  the  Asbeviile 
road ;  the  sta^^e  has  not  been  destroyed  and  no  acto  of  hostility  com' 
mitted  that  I  can  bear  of  bat  the  plunder  of  Marshall  and  of  Allen's 
house.  Tlie  whole  force  that  went  to  Marshall  did  not  exceed  50  men. 
All  the  reports  stating  the  esdstence  of  organized  bands  of  armed  men 
numbering  300  or  400  are  false  beyond  a  doubt.  The  attack  on  Marshall 
has  given  rise  to  wild  rumors  of  organizations  of  armed  tories  through- 
out tiie  mountains,  bent  on  sacking  towns  and  the  plunder  of  loyal  men. 
The  reports,  greatly  magnified  as  they  went  to  Baleigh,  have  no  doubt 
led  the  Governor  of  North  Carolina  to  callon  the  Confederate  Gk>vermnent 
for  a  protecting  tbrce.  I  think  you  can  safely  assure  him  that  tiie  null- 
tia  are  not  needed. 

•  •#•••  • 

Very  respectfully,  youi*  obedient  servant, 

W.  G.  M.  DAVIS, 

Brigadier-  Omerol. 


Balbioh,  N.  C,  January  21, 1803. 

General  [Hbnby]  Heth,  KnaxviUe^  Teim. : 

Yours  received.  I  hope  you  will  not  relax  untU  the  tories  are  crushed* 
But  do  not  let  our  excited  people  deal  too  harshly  witii  these  misguided 
men.  Please  have  the  captured  delivered  to  the  proper  authorities  for 
trial 

Z.  B.  VANOK 


Gk>LD880BonaH,  N.  C,  [Jawuary]  21, 1803. 

M%j.  Qen.  S.  G.  Frenoh,  Commanding : 

When  Griffin's  cavalry  arrives  use  such  couriers  as  may  be  necessary, 
but  except  in  case  of  emergency  I  prefer  that  the  regiment  should  be 
kept  concentrated  as  much  as  possible  and  under  the  orders  of  General 
Robertson.  A  train  has  been  sent  to  Tarborough  for  supplies.  Got  all 
you  can  from  the  country  you  are  in. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

MajifT'Cfmeral. 


Gou>8DOBOUOH,  January  21, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Mt  Dear  Sib  :  The  reports  from  the  front  to-day  are  that  the  enemy 
in  some  force,  exact  numbers  not  known,  was  last  night  within  3  miles  of 
Jacksonville,  Onslow  County — cavalry,  artillery,  and  infantry;  prob- 
ably the  same  force  that  appeared  at  Trenton  some  three  days  since. 

I  have  had  no  information  through  our  secret  agent  in  Now  Benie 
later  than  the  10th,  which  was  received  on  the  18th.  I  am  stiU  clearly 
of  the  opinion  that  their  forces  at  New  Berne  and  Beaufort,  &c.,  num 
ber  from  20,000  to  40,000.  Bat  our  latest  advices  go  to  show  that  the 
eftect  of  the  storm  upon  their  iron-clads,  the  opposition  to  the  proda- 
miitiou  of  Lincoln  freeing  the  negroes,  and  the  rapid  retreat  of  Foster 
from  this  pliice  in  Deccniber  have  together  caused  great  discontent  and 
shaken  the  morale  of  their  army.  1  suppose  there  is  really  some  trutb 
in  these  reports.  That  their  plans  have  been  interfered  with  Xo  some 
extent  is  certain,  and  I  think  but  for  the  disaster  to  the  monitor  and 
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thereoeot  stonns  on  the  ooMt  they  would  have  been  out  in  ibroe  beAue 
now. 

There  is  at  this  time  only  one  battery  behind:  it  is  expected  to-night 
and  is  intended  for  KinstoOi  which  place  has  been  fortified  since  the 
recent  raids,  and  the  bridge  rebuilt.  I  think  Evans  can  now  hold  it  for 
aevoral  days  against  almost  any  force  that  may  be  brought  against  it. 
HCy  howevery  calls  loudly  for  re-enforcements  upon  any  collision  of  the 
extreme  pickets.  His  brigade  has  been  recently  strengthened  by  i^ 
taming  soldiers ;  some  600  or  000, 1  understand. 

Governor  Vance  sent  me  a  copy  of  his  order  reorganizing  the  militia 
and  offering  to  call  them  out  whenever  I  wanted  them.  I  sent  him  a 
telegram  immediatelv  asking  him  to  order  them  out  at  once  and  when 
reorganized  and  reaay  for  service  to  let  me  know.  In  the  new  shape 
they  will  probably  be  of  some  service.  But  he  tells  me  that  there  ls« 
no  law  for  the  reorganization,  and  the  whole  sut^ect  will,  I  expect,  be 
brought  up  for  discission  in  the  Legislature. 

I  l^ve  ^tten  Governor  Vance,  sending  him  copies  of  the  letter  of 
instructions  to  reomiting  officers  and  of  a  recent  order  published  from 
here  in  regard  to  deserters  and  all  absent  without  proper  autJiority,  re- 

2 nesting  ^e  Governor  to  issue  a  proclamation  and  appeal  to  the  P^^^^^ 
[e  told  me  when  he  was  here  on  Sunday  last  that  he  would  do  so.  The 
Governor  has  shown  the  utmost  willingness  to  co-operate  with  us  in  all 
matters  here  affecting  transportation,  supplies,  re<ffuiting|  and  general 
efficiency  of  the  command. 

Goieral  French  is  at  Kenansville,  Warsaw,  and  Maffnolia|^  with  Pet- 
tigrew%  Bansom's,  and  Oooke^s  brigades.  Daniel's  and  Davis'  brigades 
are  here.    Bobertson  is  covering  the  firont. 

Bfy  forces  in  this  part  of  the  State,  all  told,  amount  to  about  13.000. 
This  does  not  indnde  the  garrison  of  Wilmington.  There  are  fortifica- 
tions, with  heavy  guns,  and  one  regiment  of  infiuitry  at  Weldon;  one 
regiment  at  Hamilton  and  Greenville,  besides  the  forces  at  Petersburg 
and  the  Blackwater.  I  shall  endeavor  to  concentrate  upon  the  enemy 
and  beat  them  whichever  way  they  may  come.  If  their  main  attack  is 
against  Wilmington  and  the  iron-clads  don't  succeed  in  passing  the  forts 
we  wiU,  I  think,  bei^t  them  badly.  It  is  a  long  line  to  defend ;  they  aie 
in  very  superior  numbers,  but  we  expect  to  win.  My  health  is  not  as 
good  as  I  would  wish,  but  Iwon't  broak  down  if  they  will  only  come  on. 

Very  respectftuly  and  truly,  yours,  

G.  W.  SMITH, 

M€ffar'€fmermL 

HBJlBQUABTBBS, 

WUmtniitanj  Jammaty  21, 18fia. 
General  Smith,  Ooldahwnmgh: 
General  Febnoh,  Magnolia : 

Enemy  encamped  last  night  2  miles  finom  Jacksonville;  1,000  cavalry, 
six  pieces  of  artillery ;  said  to  be  waiting  for  their  infismtry  force,  which 
is  reported  very  large.  Information  comes  firom  scouts  and  a  man  at 
whose  honse  enemy  st<9ped.    General  Bobertson  at  Jacksonville. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING. 


Javuabt  22, 1868. 
Major-General  Fbbnoh: 

Beport  from  the  firont  states  that  the  enemy  has  withdrawn  from 

Jacksonville  beyond  White  Oak.  

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 
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Confidential.]  Oakp  Fbedbbioksbusg,  JemMry  23, 1863. 

Mr.  Presidbnt  :  I  have  thought  it  my  duty  to  give  you  all  informa- 
tion in  iny  pofisessiou  which  might  enable  you  to  form  a  correct  esti* 
mate  of  the  character  of  the  principal  officers  of  the  army.  I  have 
thought  this  due  to  yourself  and  called  for  by  the  momentous  contest  in 
which  we  are  engaged.  In  that  spirit  I  inclose  a  letter  from  Q^Mral 
Ransom  addressed  to  General  Ohilton.  It  is  without  the  knowledge 
of  the  former  but  with  the  assent  of  the  latter.  I  beg  yon  will  mi£e 
the  same  allowance  for  the  feelings  of  the  writer  that  I  do.  He  is  evi 
dentiy,  as  he  states,  smarting  under  a  supposed  degradation  of  position; 
cannot  be  supposed  tiierefore  to  take  the  most  fiftvorable  view  of  affiurs, 
yet  he  narrated  circumstances  which  if  true  are  not  calculated  to  cause 
anticipations  of  happy  results.  You  have  the  means  of  obtaining 
information  which  I  have  not.  I  have  no  fear  therefore  of  injustice 
being  done  to  General  Smith.  I  have  not  only  the  kindest  feelings  but 
have  conceived  the  highest  opinion  of  this  officer,  not  so  much  from  my 
own  observation  as  from  tiiie  estimate  of  all  the  officers  under  whom  he 
has  served.  I  confess,  however,  that  the  letter  of  General  Ransom 
makes  me  more  anxious  that  General  Kirby  Smith  should  be  in  com- 
mand in  North  Carolina,  and  as  I  fear  you  may  find  difficulty  in  chang- 
ing his  assignment  I  have  determined  to  write  to  you.  I  think  it  prob- 
able that  GeuersJ  G.  W.  Smith's  state  of  health  makes  him  apprehensive 
of  exertion  or  excitement,  and  a  more  quiet  command  may  be  necessary 
for  his  condition.  If  so,  the  service  or  position  may  require  a  <^ange. 
It  may  be  better,  if  General  Kirby  Smith  cannot  be  obtained,  that 
General  Elzey  should  take  the  field  and  General  Smith  resume  his  posi- 
tion at  Richmond.  I  had  supposed  that  General  Ransom  would  have 
liked  the  tour  of  duty  in  North  Carolina,  and  I  wished  him  to  have  had 
the  opportunity  of  filling  the  ranks  of  his  regiments.  I  am  sorry  it 
was  found  necessary  to  break  up  his  division,  though  it  was  a  small 
one.  I  was  surprised  to  learn  from  General  A.  P.  HiU  on  my  return 
that  the  other  two  North  Carolina  brigades,  Pender's  and  Lane's,  which 
had  been  ordered  off,  were  delighted  at  the  suspension  of  their  order. 
They  did  not  wish  to  go  to  North  Carolina.  Please  destroy  General 
Ransom's  letter  after  perusal. 

Wishing  you  all  health  and  happiness,  I  remain,  with  great  riafeom, 
your  obedient  servant, 

R*  S.  liBB. 


Statb  of  Nobth  Cabolina,  BxBOUTrvis  Dbpabtmbnt, 

Raleigh,  N.  C,  Jamuary  24, 1863. 

General  Gitstatus  W.  Smith,  Ooldsbaraughy  N.  0. : 

My  Deab  Sib  :  Yours,  accompanying  tlie  orders,  &c,*  received  this 
morning.  My  proclamation  will  appear  in  the  morning  papers,  and 
everytMnff  that  I  can  do  shall  be  done.  I  received  informa^on  this 
morning  urom  Wilmington  that  General  Whiting  had  seized  all  the 
teams,  hands,  and  boato  belonging  to  the  State  salt  agent  and  com- 
pletely stopped  the  works.  This  is  a  great  calamity  to  our  people  to 
stop  the  making  of  350  bushels  of  salt  per  day  right  in  the  midst  of  the 
pork-packing  season.  I  can  scarcely  conceive  of  any  such  emergency 
as  would  justify  it.  A  little  trouble  on  the  part  of  General  Whiting's 
quartermaster  would  have  enabled  him  to  press  teams  in  the  ac(jaoent 
counties,  and  a  requisitiou  upon  me  for  labor  would  have  furnished  as 
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rnooh  as  he  wanted,  as  was  done  with  Colonel  Stevens.  Let  me  ask  yon 
to  have  these  hands  and  teams  restored  to  the  ageut,  nnless  it  be  im- 
possible to  supply  their  places  in  time.  It  is  almost  as  important  to 
the  State  as  the  safety  of  the  dly^  as  onr  people  cannot  live  without  the 
salt 

Most  troly ,  yonxs. 

Z.  B.  VANOB. 


Heabquastbbs, 
WUmiHfftany  N.  0.j  Ja/nuary  24^  1863. 

M^j.  Gen.  Gubtatus  W.  Smith, 

OMabanmgky  N.  0. : 

Gbnbbax:  I  am  in  receipt  of  information  from  within  the  enemy's 
lines  which  bears  an  appearance  of  probability.  It  is  that  they  are  now 
only  waiting  for  favorable  weather  to  attempt  the  reduction  of  the  forts 
by  the  iron-clads,  and  that  their  main  force  will  not  march  on  this  plaoe 
until  that  shaU  be  accomplished.  The  draught  of  the  iron-clads  is  stated 
at  9  feet  2  inches.  Their  success  wUl  depend  greatly  on  the  weather. 
Supposing  that  they  gain  the  entrance  and  harbor,  entirely  new  com- 
binations will  be  necessary  and  the  question  becomes  one  of  much  difB- 
onlty.  They  will  move  Uieir  force  by  transports  in  that  event,  or  at 
least  the  greater  part  of  them,  and  will  endeavor  to  secure  a  base  upon 
the  mainland  either  at  Smithville  or  on  the  left  bank,  perhaps  both.  I 
have  ordered  a  line  of  defenses  fimm  the  river  to  the  Sound  between 
here  and  Fort  Fisher  on  the  other  side.  We  have  already  the  line  rest- 
ing at  Fort  Saint  Philip.  Leaving  out  ibr  the  present  the  assault  of  the 
river  by  the  iron-clads  alone,  the  other  side  in  Brunswick  Oounty,  look- 
ing to  tiie  communication  sonUi  and  the  security  of  the  Upper  Gape  Fear 
Biver,  becomes  very  important  and  forces  may  be  requhi^  over  there 
to  hold  them  in  check.  Whether  the  iron-clads  come  up  or  not  to  en- 
deavor to  cut  the  communication,  we  must  be  prepared  with  movable 
batteries  to  stop  transportation.  Your  battery  of  20-pounder  Pariotts 
will  be  invaluable.  Three  more  iron-dads — the  Weehawken,  Nahant, 
and  Patiqpsoo— are  on  Uieir  way  to  Beaufort  We  must  have  as  many 
of  the  heaviest  guns  as  we  can  possibly  get.  Unless  the  submajrine 
mortars  can  do  something,  I  do  not  see  how  the  iron-dads  can  be  kept 
out,  thou|^  we  may  stop  the  fleet 
Very  respectftilly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Chiierdly  04mma$UI4mg. 


Headquastbbs, 
WilmingUmy  N.  0.,  Januarjf  24,  1863. 
Ool.  [William]  Lamb, 

Oommamaing  Fart  Fisher ^  JT.  (7. : 

OoLOMEL :  A  probable  plan  of  the  enemy  will  be  the  reduction  of  the 
forts  by  ironclads  preparatory  to  moveinent  in  force.  From  their  in- 
vulnerability and  the  great  range  of  their  guns  it  is  not  likely  that 
they  can  be  much  affected  by  your  shot.  You  should  endeavor  to  pre- 
serve your  gnns  and  men  as  much  as  possible  from  damage  to  enable 
you  to  stop  the  wooden  vessels.  Fire  should  be  given  very  deliberatdy 
firom  your  heaviest  metal  and  the  Whitworth  upon  the  ironclads.  Sup- 
posing her  to  dose  her  ports  and  come  in,  you  should  provide  parados 


858  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  &  E.  VXROINIA.  (Ciutf. 

or  reverse  traverses  to  keep  your  casemate  batteries  from  beLig  destroyed. 
I  will  send  some  submarine  mortars  down  to  be  placed  on  the  keys, 
near  Letel[9]  Island.    They  may  be  <^  service. 
Very  respectftillyf 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 

Brigadier'dfeieraL 

IlEADQUARTBRS, 

Gelding  Place,  Jcmuary  25, 1863. 

Major  Hill,  Ats^istant  Adjutunt- General : 

A  dispatch  sent  by  M^jor  Nethercntt  to  General  Bobertson  (and 
brought  here  by  mistake),  dated  10  o^dock  p.  m.  to-day.  states  that  the 
enemy  had  passed  Trenton  on  their  way  toward  Kinston.  Nothing  is 
said  as  to  the  force.    The  cavaliy  had  passed  before  Fethercntt  wrote. 

JOHN  A.  BAKER, 
OoUmel^  Oomdg,  Fartjf-ftrst  JSarth  Carolina  Infamtrff* 


January  26, 1863. 
(General  Smith  : 

The  above  just  received. 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Major-General^  Commanding. 


Naval  OoaniANDANT's  Offigb, 
WiUningUmy  N,  C,  January  26,  1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Sebdon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  of  22d  instant, 
and  in  compliance  with  its  request  inclose  extract  copy  of  my  commu- 
nication of  2d  December,  1862.* 

The  threatening  attitude  of  the  enemy  has  confined  me  to  this  place, 
where  we  have  great  naval  interests  at  stake ;  but  if  the  men  were  fur- 
nished they  might  undergo  preparatory  training  at  the  battery  erected 
on  the  right  bank  of  Gape  Fear  Biver  for  the  protection  of  the  iron-clad 
gunboats  we  are  constructing,  and,  as  part  are  drilled,  detailed  for  the 
movable  batteries  to  which  my  letter  refers. 

I  am,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYNCH, 

FlagOffieer. 


GoLDSBOROUGH,  January  26, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Richmond : 

My  Dear  Sir  :  ^Since  writing  you  last  I  have  visited  Wilmington, 
Magnolia,  and  Kinston.  The  icrtiflcations  at  the  former  place  are  very 
strong  and  we  will  be  enabled  to  make  very  effective  resistance  against 
an  attack  by  land.  With  the  troops  tix)m  General  Beauregard,  General 
Whiting  can  bold  tliem  until  our  forces  from  Magnolia  and  this  place 
can  be  brought  to  his  relief.  The  matter  to  be  apprehended  at  Wil- 
mington  is  the  passage  of  the  iron-clads  past  the  forts,  which  would 

*  No  inolosaie  fbtuid.    See  letter  from  Lynch  to  Seddon,  December  2, 1868,  p.  789. 
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not  onl  J  give  them  the  onter  harbor  bat  wonld  seriooBly  embarrass  and 
endanger  the  defense  of  the  city.  Two  10-inch  gone  in  addition  to  tibe 
one  recently  sent  would  add  greatly  to  our  chances  against  the  iron- 
clads. These  gans  have  been  applied  for.  I  hope  that  the  Ordnance 
De|)artment  will  be  able  to  ftirnish  them.  It  is  very  important,  and 
there  is  no  time  to  spare.  In  placing  the  three  brigades  near  Kenans- 
villo  ander  Major-General  French  they  are  in  position  to  move  against 
the  flank  or  rear  of  the  enemy  in  case  they  attack  Wilmington ;  can 
effectoally  prevent  their  taming  General  Whiting's  advanced  position, 
which  is  on  the  Soand  road,  16  miles  from  the  town ;  and  we  can,  if  re- 
qnired,  move  to  the  front  on  Trenton  or  take  them  in  flank  or  rear  if 
they  move  on  Kinston.  These  three  brigades  are  in  good  position  to 
meet  any  movement  of  the  enemy  from  New  Berne  or  Beaafort  on  the 
Boath  side  of  the  Nense. 

But  the  shortest  and  best  road  from  New  Berne  to  Kinston  crosses  to 
the  left  or  north  bank  Of  the  Nease  some  10  or  12  miles  below  Kinston.  I 
scarcely  think  they  will  cross  Uie  river :  if  they  do  I  have  two  brigades 
here  roidy  to  move  by  railroad  toward  Weldon,  Kinston,  or  Wilming- 
ton, and  will  endeavor  to  beat  them,  let  them  come  as  they  may.  Bafl- 
roads  are  an  uncertain  reliance ;  they  will  worry  me  out  of  my  life  yet  I 
think.  But  I  mast  say  in  simple  justice  to  Mr.  Whitford,  president  of 
the  North  Oaroliua  and  Atlantic  Railroad,  who  was  appointed  Govern- 
ment agent  of  railroad  transportation  at  this  iK>int  by  General  Holmes, 
and  of  Mr.  Harvey,  his  sabordinate,  that  no  men  could  be  more  willing, 
attentive,  and  obliging  and  none  more  efficient  than  they  have  shown 
themselves.  At  all  hours,  night  and  day,  they  have  served  me;  within 
five  minates  they  were  alwavs  ready  to  comply  with  any  requirement  of 
mine.  The  State  of  North  Carolina  owns  two-thirds  of  the  stock  in  all 
the  railroads  within  the  State  except  one,  and  has  placed  everything 
possible  at  my  disposal.  The  only  trouble  heretofore  has  been  in  the 
condition  of  the  roads  and  their  fixtures.  Colonel  Wadley  left  here 
about  two  weeks  ago  for  Charleston  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Whitford 
would  represent  him  in  his  absence,  and  all  has  gone  on  smoothly  until 
to-day.  Mr.  Whitford  and  bis  subordinate  or  assistant,  Mr.  Harvey,  re- 
si^eid  when  Colonel  Wadley  first  arrived  here,  but  he  urged  them  to 
retain  their  positions,  which  they  consented  to  do,  at  least  for  the  pres- 
ent. I  am  informed  that  their  arduous  and  valuable  services  have  been 
rendered  the  Government  without  compensation.  The  communication 
from  Quartermaster-General  dispensing  with  Mr.  Whitford's  services 
from  the  20th  instant  has  crippled  me,  as  far  as  railroad  transportation 
is  concerned,  for  the  present.  At  the  moment  Mr.  Whitford's  note,  a 
copy  of  which  is  sent  herewith,*  was  handed  me  I  received  a  telegram 
saying  that  the  pickets  reported  the  enemy  advancing  in  force  from 
Trenton  upon  Kinston.  I  immediately  telegraphed  you,  and  hope  that 
the  Quartermaster-General  has  reversed  his  action,  or,  if  not,  that  in 
future  he  will  consult  with  or  notify  me  before  taking  a  step  so  vitally 
affecting  the  interest  and  safety  of  my  command. 

The  works  at  Kinston  are  strong  against  attack  from  the  south  side 
:\nd  the  enemy  will  find  it  a  very  diftbrent  place  to  teke  from  what  it 
vas  before,  even  with  the  same  force  only  there. 

The  papers  I  sent  forward  in  General  Evans'  case  (charges  preferred 
against  him  by  one  of  his  colonels)  I  would  like  to  have  acted  uiK>n  in 
some  way.  Please  notice  that  General  Evans  had  preferred  charges 
against  the  colonel  previously,  a  fact  not  known  to  me  for  some  two 
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weeks  after  the  charges  preferred  against  him  by  the  oolonel  bad  been 
forwarded.  If  I  had  known  that  General  Evans  had  i)rQferrod  charges 
against  the  colonel  thoee  of  the  colonel  against  him  would  not  have  been 
entertained  cntil  at  least  after  the  colonel  had  been  tried,  which  trial 
I  would  have  ordered  at  once.  If  nothing  else  can  be  lone  in  the  case 
I  would  suggest  that  the  papers  in  the  case  be  returned  to  me  in  order 
that  I  may  do  something  with  them. 

The  enemy  have  put  on  double  guards  around  New  Berne  and  Beau- 
fort, and  our  usual  channels  of  communication  with  the  interior  of  their 
lines  have  been  cut  off  or  delayed  for  ten  days;  but  we  continue  to  get 
information  that  their  force  and  fleet  are  both  large ;  that  idl  prepara- 
tions have  been  made  for  a  movement,  and  that  there  is  much  dissatis- 
faction in  their  army. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  truly,  yours, 

O.  W.  SMITH, 

MajoT'OmieraL 
.] 


Bead  and  returned.  The  heavy  guns  asked  for  should  be  ftuniahed 
as  soon  as  praotioable. 

J.  D. 

The  guns  have  been  ordered  as  soon  as  those  before  directed  for  Vieks- 
burg  and  Atchfd3»laya  shall  have  been  ftumished. 

J.  A.  S., 

[January  26, 1863.] 
a  proclamation. 

Whereas  it  has  been  made  known  to  me  that  a  large  number  of  soldiers 
ftom  our  armies  are  absent  from  their  colors  without  proper  leave  in 
this  hour  of  our  greatest  need,  and  it  is  being  confidently  believed  that 
a  largo  majority  of  such  were  impelled  to  this  by  a  natural  and  almost 
irresistible  desire  to  see  their  trends  and  homes  once  more,  after  so  long 
an  absence,  and  not  because  of  a  cowardly  determination  to  leave  their 
brave  comrades  to  share  all  the  dangers  and  hardships  of  the  field  alone; 
and  whereas  Miy.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith,  in  command  of  the  Department  of 
North  Carolina,  by  consent  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  has  published  an 
order  declaring  that  all  who  may  voluntarily  return  to  duty  by  Uie  10th 
day  of  February  next  shall  be  received  into  their  several  commands 
with  no  other  punishment  than  a  forfeiture  of  their  pay  for  the  time 
they  have  been  absent  without  leave :  and  declaring  farther  that  all 
who  do  not  so  return  by  the  said  10th  day  of  February  shall,  when  ap- 
prehended, be  tried  for  desertion  and  upon  conviction  be  made  to  suffer 
death : 

Now,  therefore,  I.  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  Governor  of  the  State  of  North 
Carolina,  do  issue  this  my  proclamation  to  all  soldiers  from  the  State 
serving  in  the  army  of  the  Confederacy  who  are  now  illegally  absent 
from  their  colors,  commanding  them  to  return  to  duty  with  their  com- 
rade^s,  and  exhorting  them  to  avail  themselves  of  this  opportunity  ot 
saving  their  friends  from  the  disgrace  and  infamy  which  will  cling  for- 
ever to  the  name  of  a  deserter  from  his  country's  cause  and  themmJves 
from  a  felon's  death.  Many,  after  carrying  their  country's  flag  in  tri- 
umph through  various  bloody  conflicts  and  making  for  themselveB  a 
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name  of  which  their  children's  children  might  have  been  jnstly  prond, 
have  forfeited  it  all  by  absenting  themselves  at  a  moment  when  their 
own  State  is  invaded  and  aboat  to  be  desolated  by  a  bratal,  half-savage 
foe.  Now  is  the  time  to  reinstate  themselves  by  a  prompt  return  to 
doty.  I  appeal  to  them  to  stand  by  their  country  yet  a  litUe  longer,  and 
not  to  tiully  by  desertion  the  bright  and  glorious  reputation  of  the  State 
which  they  have  helped  to  win  on  a  hundred  hard-fought  fields ;  and  I 
appeal  to  all  good  and  loyal  citizens  throughout  the  State  to  give  their 
influence  to  induce  these  men  to  return.  Let  no  one,  unmoved  by  this 
appeal  to  his  patriotism  and  honor,  suppose  that  he  can  remain  at  home 
with  impunity ;  the  full  powers  of  the  State  authorities,  aided,  if  need 
be,  by  the  Confederacy,  shall  be  put  in  force  to  arrest  him  and  bring 
him  to  punishment  after  the  10th  day  of  February  next,  and  there  shall 
be  no  rest  for  the  deserter  in  the  borders  of  North  Carolina.  And  let 
none  excuse  their  desertion  by  declaring  that  they  go  home  to  take 
care  of  their  families }  they  will  add  nothing  to  the  comforts  of  tlieir 
families  by  hiding  like  guilty  men  in  the  woods  by  day  and  plundering 
their  neighbors  by  night;  they  only  bring  shame  and  suffering  upon 
the  heads  of  the  innocent,  and  their  little  children,  when  gray-headed 
old  men,  will  have  the  finger  of  scorn  pointed  at  them  and  the  bitter 
taunt  will  ring  in  their  ears,  ''Your  father  skulked  in  the  woods 
to  keep  from  fighting  for  his  country."  The  State  is  now  trying  to 
provide  food  for  your  families  and  each  county  is  making  a  similar 
provision,  and  as  your  chief  magistrate  I  promise  you  that  the  wives 
and  children  of  the  soldiers  who  are  in  the  army  doing  their  duty  shall 
share  the  last  bushel  of  meal  and  pound  of  meat  in  the  State.  Let 
every  patriot  in  the  land  assist  with  all  his  influence  in  the  execution  of 
this  proclamation  and  our  victorious  ranks  will  again  be  filled  and  our 
country  soon  be  rid  of  the  enemy. 

In  witness  thereof  Zebulon  B.  Vance,  our  Governor,  captain-general, 
and  commander-in-chief,  hath  signed  these  presents  and  caused  the 
great  seal  of  the  State  to  be  afOxed.  Done  at  our  city  of  Baleigh  on 
the  26th  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1863. 

Z.  B.  VAIifOB. 

By  the  Oovemor : 

B.  H.  Battle,  Jr., 

Frvoaie  Secretary. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Richmond^  Va»^  January  27,  1863. 

General  D.  H.  Hnx,  Charlotte^  N.  0.  : 

The  President  desires  to  know  if  the  command  of  the  army  in  North 
Carolina  would  be  acceptable  to  you  t 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


BlOHXOHB,  Ya*,  January  27, 1863. 

liaj.  Oen.  S.  G.  Frenoh: 

General  Smith  has  been  called  to  this  city.    You  will  proceed  with 
the  least  possible  delay  to  Gk)ldsborongh  and  assume  the  command. 

S.  COOPER. 
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HBADQU.lBTBBSy 

Wilmrngton,  X.  0.^  Jammary  28, 1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon,  Secretary  of  War^  Riokmond^  Ya. : 

Sm :  I  sond  you  a  sketch  *  showiug  the  lines  about  Wilmington. 
Though  not  of  a  formidable  kind,  yet,  manned  by  brave  troops,  they 
will  make  a  stout  resistance.  My  last  information,  received  this  morn- 
ing from  Beaufort,  is  that  during  the  past  week  large  bodies  of  troops 
have  been  moved  by  railroad  £n>m  New  Berne  and  put  on  board  the 
transports,  twenty  or  thirty  of  which  have  swung  out  into  the  stream 
preparatory  to  mooring.  They  are  mostly  sailing  craft.  There  are  no 
blockaders  off  the  harbor  this  rooming,  which  indicates  that  they  have 
been  csJled  off  to  assist  the  transportation.  Seven  steamers  flnom  the 
southward  arrived  at  Beaufort  last  Friday.  My  great  trouble  is  the 
possibility  of  the  monitors  forcing  their  way  in  the  outer  harbor  and 
destroying  the  forts,  thus  opening  an  easy  and  admirable  base  for  theur 
future  operations  against  the  city  and  the  interior.  The  attack  by  land, 
if  such  is  made,  I  do  not  fear,  by  reason  of  our  advanced  positions  and 
the  dispositions  of  his  army  by  Major-General  Smith ;  but  the  tremen- 
dous ordnance  possessed  by  the  enemy  makes  me  apprehensive  of  the 
residts  of  an  action  with  the  forts  should  wind  and  weather  enable  him 
to  cross  the  bars.  I  have  strengthened  Fort  Caswell  by  iron-clad  case- 
mates ;  450-pounder  shot,  however,  are  hard  to  fend  off,  either  for  forts 
or  monitors.  It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  a  judicious  system  of 
obstruction  has  not  been  made  for  this  important  harbor  during  the 
two  years  past,  time  enough  for  executing  any  work  of  the  kind.  One 
similar  to  the  Charleston  boom  (impracticable  there)  could  readily  have 
been  placed  and  maintained  here  on  the  '*  keys  "  or  inner  bulkheads, 
near  [Fort]  Caswell  and  New  Inlet,  and  in  the  narrow  river  near  the 
city,  where  this  would  be  invaluable.  Such  means  of  obstruction  as  I 
have  been  able  to  gather  in  the  last  two  months  I  have  employed ;  that 
is,  scows  laden  with  stone  and  two  small  vessels,  the  only  ones  to  be 
had.  Obstructions  of  this  nature  are  objectionable  here  from  the  shift- 
ing nature  of  the  bottom  and  the  groat  extent  of  shoal.  A  channel  is 
soon  formed  around  them  to  restore  the  equilibrium  which  the^'  disturb. 
Strong,  open  framework  or  ehevauoBde-friee of  timber,  iron,  and  chain, 
which  would  not  interfere  with  the  water-way,  is  the  best  for  this  coast; 
but  that  is  work  for  which  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  the  time,  tlie 
workmanship,  or  the  material.  The  submarine  mortars  of  Genial 
Bains  may  aid  us.  They  are  placed  to  the  best  of  my  judgment 
Though  the  number  of  guns  at  [Forts]  Caswell  and  Fisher  is  consider- 
able, their  quality  is  bad  and  caliber  small.  Many  of  the  rifle  guns  are 
not  banded  and  not  to  be  trusted.  We  have  but  one  lO-inch  gun 
and  but  one  rifle  as  large  as  42  in  the  district.  I  have  great  hopes  in 
the  inefficiency  of  the  monitors  at  sea  and  in  the  difficulty  of  the  chan- 
nel. A  scoundrel  of  a  pilot  has  managed  to  go  over  to  the  enemy  in  the 
past  three  weeks  and  is  now  on  board  their  fleet  I  cannot  disguise  the 
fact  that  the  consequences  of  a  successful  passage  will  be  very  serious. 
In  this  respect  I  refer  to  my  letter  to  the  Secretaiy  of  War  of  Novem- 
ber 14  last,  previous  to  my  assuming  command  here,  and  to  a  consider- 
ation of  the  map  of  this  section.  Miyor-Oeneral  Smith,  being  now  in 
Bichmond,  will  be  able  fully  to  Inform  the  Department  in  this  matter, 
our  views  being,  I  am  happy  to  say  for  my  part,  iden^cal. 
Tery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-QeneraL 

*  Vol  found! 
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WiLMiNOTON,  N.  0.,  January  28, 1863. 
Gtoneral  Frbi?oh: 

loformatioii  received  from  Beaufort  that  daring  past  week  larp5 
bodies  of  troops  have  been  moved  from  New  Berne  by  railroad  and  pnt 
on  board  transports.  Twenty  transports  loaded  and  swung  oat  into 
the  stream.    They  are  mostly  sailing  vessels. 

W.  H,  0.  WHITLNG, 

Brigadier'  General* 


HbadquabtbbBi 
WiXmingUm^  N.  0.j  January  28, 1883. 
Plag-Offlcer  [W.  F.]  Lynoh, 

Commanding  0.  ti.  Naiy^  Wilmingtanj  N,  0. : 

OoMHODOBB :  Tours  of  yesterday  relative  to  protection  of  the  gun- 
boats is  received.  The  subject  of  troops  to  support  the  batteries  on  the 
apper  river  has  been  duly  considered  for  the  disposition  of  the  forces 
for  the  defense.  It  is  not,  however,  thought  necessary  to  post  them 
immediately,  their  movement  depending  on  contingencies  which  may 
or  may  not  arise.  Ko  difficulty  is  anticipated  in  placing  troops  at  thai; 
point.  In  the  mean  time  every  possible  preparation  in  the  way  of  ob- 
struction is  recommended  to  be  got  ready.  Combined  with  sinking  of 
the  Arctic,  trees  witii  the  branches  on  held  with  chains  will  form  a  for- 
midable and  easily-made  obstacle.  Very  few  obstructions,  however, 
will  be  able  to  withstand  the  sprinfp  freshets,  which  in  this  river  are 
very  heavy.  I  do  not  advocate  the  immediate  obstruction  of  the  river, 
but  that  preparations  should  be  made  for  it.  Positions  and  pits  for 
riflemen  should  be  selected  and  made  in  every  suitable  place. 
Very  respectftilly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oammandmg. 


Hbadqitabtebs  Oayalby  Bbioadx, 

Salemj  Fa.,  January  28, 1863. 

His  Bxoellency  Zebulon  B.  Yanob, 

Chvemar  ofNartk  Carolina : 

SiB:  I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  a  matter  of  much  concern  to 
the  public  interest.  In  order  to  enable  the  armies  at  FrederickBbar|^, 
Biehmond,  and  other  points  having  railroad  communication  with  this 
section  to  obtain  the  necessary  supplies  of  com,  &c.,  all  the  horses, 
mules^  &C.,  of  this  department  have  been  sent  to  a  considerable  distance, 
to  be  foraged  until  spring,  from  the  line  of  this  railroad  (Virginia  and  Ten- 
nessee road).  In  thus  castributing  these  animals,  and  after  overstock- 
ing almost  every  part  of  Virginia,  it  became  a  matter  of  necessity  to 
send  some  of  them  to  portions  of  ^orth  Carolina,  where  both  grain  and 
long  forage  were  abundant.  But,  unfortunately,  there  is  a  gieat  indis- 
position on  the  part  of  people  there  to  sell  their  produce  for  Confed- 
erate money  at  any  price,  and  I  desire  to  ask  relief  ait  your  hands  in  the 
form  of  authority  of  some  kind  for  impressment.  This  authority  you 
can  limit  with  sich  restrictions  as  will  make  it  entirely  certain  that  no 
ii^ustice  will  bf-  done  to  your  people.  If  some  step  of  this  sort  is  not 
ti&en  promptly   and  we  should  be  compelled  in  this  portion  of  South- 
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western  Yirginia  to  bring  tbe  horses  in  the  service  of  the  Oovemment 
back  to  this  section,  and  thns  consume  the  forage  which  is  essential  to 
the  wants  of  onr  armies  elsewhere,  it  is  manifest  that  most  serions  detri- 
ment to  the  public  service  mast  occar. 

Knowing  your  disinterested  patriotism,  not  only  from  yonr  public 
character  but  also  from  a  personsd  acquaintance  which  I  had  t7ie  pleasure 
of  having  while  we  were  both  members  of  the  old  Federal  Oongress,  and 
your  full  and  entire  devotion  to  our  cause  (which  is  not  the  cause  of  a 
State,  but  of  the  whole  South),  I  have  taken  the  liberty  of  addressing 
you  upon  this  subject.  I  shall  forward  this  to  you  after  having  referred 
it  for  the  consideration  of  the  general  commanding  thismilita^  depart- 
ment 

I  am,  sir,  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier-O^neraL 


6oiJ)BBOSOTT0H,  N.  0.,  January  28, 1863. 
General  S.  Ooopkb: 

I  came  up  here  this  morning  and  assumed  command.    It  is  rumored 
the  troops  have  embarked.    It  needs  confirmation. 

S.  G.  FBBNGH. 


GOLDSBOBOTTGH,  N.  0.,  January  30, 1863. 
€kneral  S.  Ooopeb: 

General  Whiting  rex)ort8  twenty-four  re^ments  on  transports  at  Beaii- 
fiort  ready  to  sail,  and  25,000  troops  still  in  New  Berne,  under  Sigel,  to 
move  by  land. 

8.  G.  FBENOH. 


WiLMiNOTON,  N.  O.,  Jamwurff  31, 1863. 

General  Gustavus  W.  Smith,  Biehnumd: 

A  portion  of  the  enemy's  fleet  left  Beaufort  yesterday.  Five  steamers 
and  seventeen  transports  passed  Swansborough  last  night.  BecoUect 
that  should  they  pass  below  me,  either  to  feint  or  make  a  real  attack  on 
Charleston,  Beauregard  may  recall  his  troops.  Their  presence,  or  at 
least  an  equal  number,  should  be  always  here,  and  if  yon  supply  their 
place  you  must  have  more  from  the  North.    Sigel  is  at  New  Berne  with 

(reported)  twenty-flve  regiments.    Greater  part  of  the  force  at  Morehead 
j\py  and  on  board  transports. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadiier^Omgralj  Oommamdmg. 
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OrgtmkmUam  qf  Tromgi  ^  ike  DigMet  of  the  Cape  Featj  eomwmmded  k§ 
Brig.  Gen.  If.  iST.  0.  WhUmgjfar  Jamuary  31, 186S. 


OBHSRAL  em'B  DirmoiK/ 


8tii  North  CandiDA. 
3Ufc  North  CuolSnA. 
R Vt  North  CmoUiul 
Mflt  North  Caiolin*. 

Cohnd  WU§9ii?$  BrigtiS§. 

a&thGeoigU. 

99thOoQiiU. 

aOthGeoiglA. 

Homphry  Troop. 

Detftohinoiit  ftrtulenr* 

Pftiton't,  IW.  C,  eloath  CaroUna]  light 

battery. 
Waties'  fight  battary. 


40UiGooigla. 
7ih  Battakion    Soath   CaraUM  Yoloa- 

teen. 
10th  Soath  Carolina. 
94ih  South  Carolina. 
86ith  Booth  Carolina. 
Cnlpq^B  light  battery. 

OohMi  Bmrimti^B  Bri§ei$. 

38d  Georgia. 
47th  Georgia. 
4th  LooiSana  Battalion. 
Adam^,  [Z.  T.,  North  Oaiottna]  ligjbt 

PariSTcL  a,  Virginia]  light  batteiy. 


4Ut  North  Carolina  (earalrT). 
Fdrt  Caswell  (eiz  oompaniee). 
Fort  Fiflher  (nine  oon^aniee). 
Fort  Johnson  (two  oompanloB). 
Fort  Saint  Fhuip  (foor  oompuiies). 
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Ueai.  Col.  [C.B.]THORBUBHeonimand- 

ing. 

10th  Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery. 
IVnrt  fVeneh  (one  company). 
Light-Honse  Battcty  (one  eompany). 
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Company  F,  Ttonth  Regiment  North  Car- 
olina Troops. 

Company  &  Siz^-first  Regimeat  North 
CaroUxia  Troops. 

Captain  Bnle's  two  oonq^anies  North  Car> 
olinaTkoops. 

ClailE  Artillery. 


3d  Battalion  North  CaroUna  Artillary. 
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Fbbbuabt,  2,  1883. 
General  Ottbtayub  W.  Smith,  Biolimmd  : 

I  think  the  attack  on  Savannah  can  only  be  a  feint  by  ganboata  to 
draw  troopB  from  North  Oarolina :  impoeaible  they  can  mean  oUierwiee 
with  the  very  large  force  at  New  6eme  and  Morehead  Oity.  Take  care 
that  troops  are  not  withdrawn  from  here.  Wilmington  and  Oharleeton 
are  now  worth  ten  Savannahs,  especially  in  view  of  our  late  naval  soe- 
oess.  Let  ns  secnre  this  place  until  the  gunboats  are  done  beyond  per- 
ad  venture. 

W.  a  0-  WHTHNO. 


State  of  North  OABOLmA.  Exeoutive  Depabtmbnt, 

Baleighj  N.  G.,  February  2, 1863. 

General  W.  G.  M.  Davis,  Warm  Sprimgs^  N.  0.: 

Sm :  Yours,  giving  an  account  of  operations  in  your  command  in  the 
mountains  of  this  State,  has  been  received.  The  result  is  quite  satisfac- 
tory, and  I  am  especially  pleased  to  learn  that  there  appears  to  be  no 
regular  organization  of  enemies  to  the  Government  in  tiiat  country.  I 
was  loath  to  believe  so.  and  from  the  first  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
raid  was  only  for  plunaer  and  that  the  whole  matter  was  probably  ex- 
aggerated. I  hope  now  that  quiet  and  order  are  restored  in  that  r^on, 
and  have  to  return  you  my  thanks  for  the  very  prompt  and  energetic 
aid  afforded  by  your  command  in  producing  this  state  of  things.  I  was 
fearfiil  in  the  great  excitement  prevailing  among  our  people  that  the 
misguided  people  of  Laurel  might  be  dealt  too  harshly  with,  and  warned 
the  officers  to  be  civil  and  just.  I  was  therefore  sorry  to  learn  this 
morning  that  Colonel  Allen  had  hanged  several  of  the  captured  pris- 
oners. I  hope  this  is  not  true,  as  it  would  be  much  better  to  have  them 
dealt  with  by  the  law.  In  regEud  to  running  the;n  into  Kentucky  I  ap- 
prove of  the  plan,  provided  tibey  desire  to  go.  I  would  not  wish,  how- 
ever, to  exile  the  women  and  <mildren  or  old  men  if  they  desire  to  re- 
main, as  the  law  ought  to  be  strong  enough  to  keep  them  in  subjection. 
I  hope  Oolonel  McElroy  will  take  proper  steps  to  prevent  the  escape  of 
his  prisoners. 

With  sentiments  of  regard,  I  am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANOEL 


Wab  Dbpabtmsnt,  0.  S.  A., 
Siehmand,  Va^  FOruarg  3, 1803. 
Gen.  [W.  H.  0.]  Whitiho: 

General  Beauregard  expects  an  early  attack  on  Oharleston.  Send 
him  one  of  the  brigades  he  forwarded  you — Gist^s,  if  you  can  spare  it. 
Hold  another  ready  to  be  forwarded.  I  will  telegraph  General  French 
at  Goldsborough  as  far  as  practicable  to  re-enforoe  you. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Beoretaryof  War. 

War  Depabtueht,  0.  S.  A«, 
Richnumdy  Va.j  February  3, 1833. 

M%i.  Gen.  [S.  G.]  Fbbnoh,  Ooldebaraugh^  N.  O. : 

General  Beauregard  expecting  early  attack  at  Oharleston,  I  must  re- 
turn the  troops  sent  by  him  to  Wilmington.    I  order  one  brigade  to  be 


868  NOBTU  UAfiOLONA  AUB  8.  E.  VIBOIlilA.  ICmat. 

forwarded  at  once  and  another  to  be  held  in  readinew  for  traiiq[Nirta- 
tion.  Yon  mnst  le-enforoe  Ctoneral  Whiting  as  feur  as  yon  can  Tcntoie 
to  weaken  yonr  line. 

J.  A.  8BDDOK, 
SecreUurf  of  Wmr. 

Hbadquabtkbs, 
WUmimffttmy  N.  (7.,  JUmory  3, 1863. 
M%|.  Gen.  [8.  O.]  Frbuch, 

OoUMtmmghj  IT.  O. : 

My  Dbab  Oenbrai*:  The  question  of  traverse  against  reverae  fire  at 
[Forts]  Fisher  and  Caswell  has  already  been  amply  provided  for.  An- 
other heavy  casemate  has  been  erected  at  Fisher,  a  little  to  the  right  of 
the  detached  battery  Bolles.  Were  my  gnns  of  heavier  caliber  I  i^onld 
be  much  at  ease  as  to  that  work.  When  the  10-inch  colnmbiads  get  as 
fur  as  Gtoldsborongh  pnsh  them  through.  At  Fort  OasweU,  which  was 
the  weakest  point  of  the  system,  I  have  six  gnns  in  iron  casemates  of 
good  construction.  With  a  little  more  time  w&l  have  the  whole  channel 
guns  iron-covered.  Heavy  sand  traverses  separate  them.  On  the  re- 
verse &ces  most  of  the  guns  looking  inward  have  been  placed  on  Hie 
comice-wayi  for  fire  on  the  anchorage,  and  their  place  terre-plein  ooeu- 
pied  by  huge  traverses,  which  defilade  the  reverse  of  the  casemates  and 
cover  tiie  dtadeL  The  casemates  in  the  channel  fronts  also  cover  tiie 
dtadeL  Guns  of  the  heaviest  caliber  are  also  mounted  there.  In  Brans- 
wick  Biver  strong  obstructions  have  been  placed,  covered  by  a  strong  bat- 
tery, 1}  miles  below  Fort  French  upon  a  high  hill  The  railroad  bridge  to 
Wartherton  [Lumberton]  Bailroad  is  covered  by  a  battery  of  three  24- 
pounders  ana  by  rifle-pits.  [9ie.  The  railroad  bridge  over  the  Lumber 
Biver  is  covered  by  a  batt^  of  three  24-pounders  and  by  rifle-pits.] 
The  blufils  in  the  city  from  old  Bobert  Brown's  house,  near  the  ship- 
yard, down  to  Frolick's  sword  &ctory,  below  the  foundery,  are  occupied 
by  several  strong  batteries.  Another  above  the  Wilmington  and  Weldcm 
Bailroad  Wharf  commands  the  thoroughfore.  The  movements  of  the 
enemy  puzzle  me.  Unless  they  are  gone  mad  they  cannot  mean  to  at- 
tack Savannah.  It  could  have  no  possible  effect  on  the  war  if  they 
were  to  take  it.  Wilmington,  Oharleston,  or  Mobile  is  worth  forty 
Savannahs  to  us  and  to  them.  They  may  mean  to  try  and  withdraw 
troops  from  here  and  Korth  Oarolina  for  tiiey  still  have  a  very  heavy 
force  at  Beaufort;  but  that  should  be  resisted.  I  foar  Beauregftid  wifl 
tfike  alarm  and  recall  his  troops  from  here.  I  have  let  G.  W.  [Smith] 
know  my  views  on  the  matter.  Nothing  new  this  morning.  Heavy  gale 
of  wind  from  northward. 

Very  respectfhlly,  

W.  H.  O.  WHTTDTG, 
BrigoAier-Otneral,  Oammandimg. 


Hkadquabtkbb, 
WUmimffUmj  N.  C^  IMriMfy  3, 1863. 

OolODOl  GORGAS, 

Chief  of  Ordnance  J  Ridhmand^  Va. : 

Colonel:  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  necessity  for  guns  of 
the  heaviest  caliber  within  the  means  of  the  department  for  the  success- 
ful defense  of  this  place.  I  learn  with  great  pleasure  that  one  lO-inch 
columbiad  is  now  on  its  way.    One  morf  is  absolutely  necessary.    The 
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lieavy  lilled  gnus  ibr  the  Navy  ganboats  onghl^  if  possiblei  to  be  sent 
forward,  as  they  might  be  mounted  nntil  reqmrea  on  board.  I  presame, 
however,  that  yonr  Department  has  nothing  to  do  with  them.  Secretaiy 
Mallory  offers  the  co-operation  of  the  Navy  in  gnns  and  men.  No  doubt 
yoor  reocMnmendation  to  the  founderiesou  the  importance  of  completing 
these  gons  would  hasten  Uiem.  The  vital  points  of  the  Ck)nf€deraoy 
now  are  Bichmond,  Wilmington,  Charleston,  Mobile,  and  Yicksburg. 
Let  US  hold  these,  and  whatever  else  goes  we  are  safe. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oomma/nding. 


Hbadqitabtbbs, 
Wilmington^  N.  0.,  February  3, 1863. 

Msy.  Gen.  Gustavus  W.  Sihth, 

Commanding  Department : 

General  :  I  need  not  urj^c  upon  you  the  necessity  of  our  having  here 
as  many  heavy  guns  as  we  can  get;  the  heavier  the  better.  Please  to 
urge  it  upon  the  Department.  I  am  happy  to  learn  that  a  10-inch  colum- 
biad  is  on  the  way.  On?  more  of  the  caliber  is  absolutely  needed  and  I 
hope  may  be  procured.  I  prefer  the  10-inch  smooth-bore  to  rifle-guns 
as  against  iron-clads.  We  can  use  the  120-pound  bolt  iu  them  with 
effect.  In  tbe  mean  time,  taking  the  offer  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy, 
the  heavy  guns  and  ammunition  destined  for  the  gunboats  building  here 
should  be  sent  forward  at  once.  Pending  the  completion  of  the  boats 
they  can  be  placed  in  battery  to  do  effective  service.  Oolonel  Stevens 
has  sent  me  an  engineer  experienced  in  submarine  galvanic  batteries. 
If  we  can  arrange  the  material  I  am  sure  there  is  no  better  locality  for 
such  than  this,  and  to  blow  up  one  or  two  monitors  is  perhaps  the  best 
and  cheapest  way  to  procure  a  few  15-inch  guns.  I  shall  send  this 
officer  (Lieut.  [Henry]  Bolton)  to  Richmond  to  get  up  the  machinery. 
Please  to  give  nim  your  countenance  and  recommend  the  matter  to  the 
attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War.  Bicbmoud,  Wilmington,  Charleston, 
Mobile,  and  Yicksburg  are  five  vital  and  most  important  points  to  our 
country  and  cause.  Hold  them,  no  matter  what  else  goes,  and  the  re- 
public is  safe.  In  this  view  I  cannot  regard  expeditions  and  attacks 
opon  places  of  minor  importance  as  other  than  feints  to  draw  off  forces 
firom  the  defense  of  those  positions,  unless,  indeed,  the  enemy  is  struck 
with  judicial  blindness  and  does  not  kuo  w  what  we  know.  I  hope  that 
their  security  will  be  placed  beyond  perad venture,  first,  by  the  posting 
of  a  sufficient  permanent  garrison  or  infantry  force  for  any  sudden  de- 
scent of  the  enemy — this  to  be  always  on  hand ;  and,  secondly,  by  the 
system  yon  have  adopted  in  your  command  of  a  movable  army,  which 
can  act  in  any  part  of  the  department  according  to  circumstances.  Here 
now  I  have  flo  more  than  arc  absolutely  necessary  j  yet  this  garrison, 
withdrawn  from  the  next  southern  department,  is  bable  to  be  recalled 
and  leave  Wilmington  open.  I  beg  you  will  urge  what  I  have  so  often 
brought  forward — ^the  necessity  of  the  presence  here  of  a  movable  col- 
umn of  my  own,  ready  to  a<*t  either  upon  a  land  or  sea  approach  or 
both,  until  relief  should  come  from  your  carps  tParmSe,  Many  previous 
letters  set  forth  and  explain  this  necessity  by  reference  to  the  topo- 
graphical features  of  this  distric^ 
Very  respeotftilly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brtgadier-Oenerdly  Commanding, 
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Hbadquabtbbs, 
OoUUlwraugkj  N.  0^  February  3, 1863w 

M%j.  Gen.  Oustatub  W.  Smith, 

Riekmandy  V€l.: 

DsAB  Sir  :  If  the  inibrmatioii  be  tnie  that  tlie  ironclads  (monitors) 
are  now  at  Port  Boy al,  and  that  some  thirty  taransports  and  a  nomber 
of  gonboats  have  left  Beanfort  and  gone  soath,  I  think  the  attack  on 
Wilmington  is  alMuidoned,  if  it  was  ever  serionsly  entertained.  I^ow, 
it  appears  to  me  the  TTnitea  States  Government  has  two  great  objects 
in  view — first,  tlie  capture  of  Bichmond,  and,  second,  the  opening  of 
the  navigation  of  the  Mississippi  Biver  by  the  redaction  of  Port  Had- 
son  and  Yioksbarg.  Taking  this  for  granted,  and  that  unless  they 
think  their  army  ample  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  first,  might  we 
not  suppose  that  the  forces  under  General  Foster,  now  at  Beaufort,  m^y 
when  Uie  proper  time  arrives  embark  and  proceed  up  the  James  Biver  f 
In  this  case  we  would  have  no  knowledge  of  his  movements,  or  rather 
destination,  until  he  showed  himself  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  all  the 
coast  being  in  tiiie  enemy's  possession.  K  they  sail  south  it  appears  to 
me  they  would  go  to  the  Mississippi  rather  than  waste  thehr  strength  in 
attacking  minor  points.  It  may  be,  however,  that  they  may  land  near 
Savannah.  I  write  this  to  call  your  attention  to  the  unprotected  state 
of  the  James  Biver,  and  to  say  that  as  soon  as  ever  I  find  positively 
that  the  fleet  have  sailed  I  wish  to  move  a  part  of  my  forces  toward 
Petersburg.  If  you  deem  these  suggestions  worthy  of  consideration 
you  m^  forward  this  letter  to  the  War  Department 
Yours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FBENOH, 
Mafar-Oeiieralj  Commanding. 


Headqitartbrs, 
Richmandy  Fa.,  Febfuary  6, 1863. 

Bespectfhlly  forwarded  as  requested  for  the  information  of  the  Secre- 
tary of  War. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 
Major- Oeneraly  CommaMd4mff, 

BiOHMOND,  Va.,  Feln-nary  6, 186SL 

Bespectftilly  referred  to  the  President 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
tSeoretary  of  wmr. 

Bboretart  of  War: 

The  saggestion  of  forces  in  position  to  defend  the  approach  of  James 
Biver  is  worthy  of  attention.  If  the  enemy  has  gone  toward  the  souUi 
the  destination  is  most  probably  the  coast  of  South  Carolina,  and  requires 
that  Oharleston  and  the  railroad  to  Savannah  should  be  covered  with 
a  Utfger  force  than  heretofore.  There  are  many  reasons  to  anticipate 
an  attempt  against  Charleston,  and  the  inducements  to  capture  any 
other  point  on  the  coast  south  of  Wilmington  are  so  small  that  a  concen- 
tration of  force  is  clearly  indicated  at  Oharleston  and  on  its  approaches. 
There  should  be  simultaneously  the  greatest  activity  in  Bastiera  North 
Carolina,  and  coupled  with  military  operations  there  should  be  vigorous 
and  well-directed  efforts  to  get  out  ttie  supplies  of  forage  and  subsist- 
ence remaining  in  that  region. 

JBFFBBSON  DAYia 
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General  Gubtatub  W.  Smith  : 

Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  from  troops  aronnd  Goldsboiongli  far- 
ther re-enforcements  to  Wilmington  and  forward  thenoe  all  the  foroe 
that  can  possibly  be  spared  for  defense  of  Charleston  t  I  do  not  appre- 
hend attack  on  l^etersbnrg  or  Bichmond,  nor  do  I  see  how,  consistently 
with  the  other  objects  referred  to  by  the  Presideuti  forces  can  be  drawn 
back  in  this  direction.  All  sabsistence  supplies  that  are  attainable 
should  be  collected  and  sent  from  North  Oarolina  to  this  city. 

J.  A.  BBDDON, 
Secretary  of  Yfar. 

BiOHXONDy  Ya.,  FAfwry  10, 1863. 

Bespectftilly  referred  to  General  French,  calling  his  attention  to  the 
ind<»sements  of  the  President  and  Secretary  of  War. 

G.  W.  SMITH, 

Ma^'Omeralu 


[February  3-8. 1863.— For  correspondence  between  President  Davis, 
the  Secretary  of  War,  and  General  Lee,  in  reference  tore-enforcements 
from  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  for  North  and  Sonth  Carolina,  see 
Series  I,  Vol.  XIY,  pp.  760,  76^764,  766.J 


HSADQITARTBRB, 

WUmingUm^  February  4, 1863. 

General  BxAUREaARD,  Okarle$tanj  8.  0. : 

Dispatch  received  from  Secretary  of  War  ordering  me  to  send  von  a 
brigade  and  to  hold  another  in  readiness.  Troops  will  aooorain^v 
move  to-day,  as  fast  as  transportation  will  admit^  commencing  wiw 
Oolqnitt^s  brigade.  Has  been  a  smash  on  the  railroad.  Oharleston 
mail  not  in.  What  news  from  the  enemy  t  Are  they  threatening 
Oharleston  t    Do  yon  want  Gistt    Do  not  think  the  enemy  intend 

Savamiali  at  alL  

W.  H.  O.  WHITDTG, 

BrigadUr-OeieroL 

rFKBRiTARY  4-7, 1863.— For  Beaoregard  to  Whiting,  see  Series  I,  YoL 
XIY,  pp.  762, 764,  767, 768.J 

RiOHMOND,yA^  February  [March  f]  5, 1863. 

Lientenant-General  LoNasxRBBT, 

Oemnumdingj  dbe. : 

GENBRAii :  The  Secretary  of  War  requested  me  to  write  to  yon  and 
say  that  he  desires  you  to  have  a  close  reconnaissance  made  of  Suffolk 
with  the  view  of  attacking  and  carrying  it,  if  yoa  think  it  advisable 
and  it  can  be  done  with  advantage.  If,  however^  the  works  are  foond 
too  strong,  he  does  not  propose  to  carry  it  ont.  I  think  yon  had  better 
come  over  and  see  him  yonrself  if  yon  can  spare  the  time. 
Very  truly  and  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ARNOLD  BLZBY, 

Major-OeueroL 
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WII.M150TON9  JMmory  7, 180S. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Ssddon  : 

Havo  sent  Qeneral  Beauregard  two  of  his  brigades.    If  I  send  more 
off  mnst  have  another  brigade  here. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 


Richmond,  Va.,  February  7, 18d3. 
M%i.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh, 

Oammandingj  Ooldtbaroughj  N,  0. : 

Mt  Dbab  Genbbal  :  Inclosed  I  send  the  map  of  fortificaticHis  d 
New  Berne  and  the  description  accompanying  it,  and  also  inclose  mem- 
oranda of  roads  furnished  by  Colonel  Pool  and  another  by  two  of  my 
staff  officers.*  Tonr  suggestions  in  regard  to  the  probability  of  attack 
by  the  James  and  the  possible  necessity  for  a  prompt  move  in  this 
direction  are  in  accordance  with  my  own  views  of  the  probable  oontin- 
gencies  that  must  be  anticipated.  I  have  long  thought  that  the  whole 
organization  of  my  command  ought  to  be  rearranged,  and  looked  to 
the  chances  of  my  being  permanently  assigned  as  major-general  to  com- 
mand Richmond  and  its  immediate  defenses,  in  which  case  I  hoped  to 
have  had  Daniel's  and  Davis'  brigades  as  iMurt  of  the  permanent  garri- 
son here  as  before,  and  perhaps  to  have  yon  again  at  Petersburg ;  not 
in  my  command,  but  as  a  neighbor,  closely  identified  with  the  defense 
of  Bichmoud,  and  that  our  friend.  General  Pettigrew,  if  not  promoted 
would  be  with  you.  Of  course  it  was  taken  for  granted  that  active  op- 
erations in  North  Carolina  would  require  the  presence  of  a  commander 
of  higher  rank  than  a  division  commander,  and  as  I  had  made  up  my 
mind  not  to  serve  under  any  of  the  lieutenant-generals  who  were  my 
juniors  as  m%jor-generals  itr  was  tolerably  dear  to  my  mind  that  I  would 
have  to  retire  mm  that  field  before  the  struggle  was  over.  It  seems 
that  ^e  GhDvemment  first  intended  to  send  £.  K.  Smith  and  then  D. 
H.  HUl  to  command,  but  something  went  wrong  and  *  *  *  to  have 
settled  down  upon  the  *  *  ^j  excepting  I  was  to  remain  in  the  •  •  • 
in  Goldsborough.  I  have  to-day  [determined]  to  send  in  my  resignatiott, 
and  thus    •    •    •    my  plans  at  least  for  the  present 

To  yonrsdf  and  General  Pettigrew  and  all  the  officers  and  men  of 
your  command  I  tender  my  best  wishes.  May  success  and  prosperity 
always  attend  you.  To-day  I  am  not  in  the  mood  to  write,  even  if  I 
had  timet 

I  remain,  very  truly,  your  friend,  

G.  W.  smTH. 


SpSOIAL  OUDBBB,  )     ADJT.  and  InSPEOTOB  GENEBAIi'S  OFFIOB, 

No.  32.  9  Eiohmondj  Fa.,  Felnruary  7, 1863. 

•  •••••• 

XXX.  M^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  is  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  troops 
in  the  State  of  North  Carolina,  and  will  report  by  letter  to  M%j.  Gk^i). 
G.  W.  Smith,  in  this  city. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  Wai : 

JNO.  WITUERS, 
Assistant  Adjutant-Om^eruL 


Not  fonnd.  *  Portioua  of  oriiriii»l  iUegible. 
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Richmond,  Va.,  Februatf  8, 1863. 

General  Fhbnch,  Ooldsbarough,  N.  0. : 

Ctoneral  Whiting  has  been  telegraphed  to  retom  to  General  Beanre* 
gard  all  the  force  received  from  bis  command. 

S.  OOOPBR, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


HSADQUARTERSy 

Wihningtany  N.  0.,  February  10, 1863. 
OoL  [H.  L.]  Bbnbow, 

Oammanding  Brigade^  Sudberry^  N.  C. : 

OoLONBL:  Toar  brigade  will  take  the  position  at  Snd berry  lately 
ooGupied  by  Colonel  Harrisou's  brigade.  Yon  will  complete  the  works 
oommenced  and  indicated  by  the  engineer  ofQcers.  You  will  examine 
^e  dispatches  brought  from  the  front  by  couriers  from  the  outposts, 
and  learning  their  contents  forward  them  to  me  by  telegraph.  Persons 
passing  in  the  direction  of  the  enemy  are  required  to  have  a  si>ecial 
pass  from  these  headquarters.  Market  carts  and  provisions  are  allowed 
to  pass  the  lines.  You  will  reconnoiter  and  make  yourself  thoroughly 
acquainted  with  the  vicinity  of  your  post,  its  approaches,  and  defenses, 
and  require  all  your  mounted  officers  to  do  the  same.  Cause  strict  dis- 
cipline to  be  maintained :  drills,  parades,  and  all  camp  duties  to  be  reg- 
ularly and  properly  perionned  You  are  required  to  protect  private 
property  from  depredation. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Ocmmanding. 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 

Rxehmond^  Va.^  February  10, 1863. 

His  Bxcellency  Zebxtlon  B.  Vance, 

Oovem&r  of  North  Carolina: 

Sir  :  In  the  present  state  of  the  roads,  and  with  the  deficient  means 
of  transportation  afforded  by  the  railroads,  the  subsistence  of  General 
Lee's  army  is  seriously  endangered  and  may  become  actually  dependent 
on  the  means  of  commanding  the  forage  and  provisions  which  have 
been  and  are  now  being  collected  by  the  Bureaus  of  this  Department  in 
your  State.  The  vital  importance  of  the  subject  will,  I  trust,  excuse 
me  in  your  estimation  for  invoking  your  attention  to  the  subjoined 
copy  of  a  telegram  just  received  from  Colonel  Wadley,  the  agent  of  the 
Oovemment  for  railroad  transportation,  and  asking  your  co-operation 
with  him  in  so  managing  and  controlling  the  transportation  on  the 
line  of  roads  within  your  State  as  to  render  them  most  efficient  in  for- 
warding promptly  and  regularly  the  supplies  so  essential  to  our  main 
army.  Colonel  Wadley  or  his  leading  assistant  is  now  in  Baleigh,  and 
wUl  gladly  avail  himself  of  the  privilege  of  conferring  with  you  on  your 
oall,  and  I  would  bespeak  your  favorable  consideration  of  the  sugges- 
tfoDS  bis  experience  may  dictate. 

With  high  esteem,  most  respectfolly,  yours, 

J.  A,  SBDDON, 
Seoretary  of  War. 
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BALBi0Hy  JUmonr  10,  IMS. 

Hon.  JAJOBS  a.  BXDDONy 

Seoretary  of  War : 

Everythmg  is  in  the  utmost  oonfiision  on  the  North  OaroUna  RaU- 
road,  and  I  oan  get  no  satisfiMStory  answer  firom  the  Wilmington  and 
Weldon  road  abont  transportation  of  com.  The  State  holds  a  oontroU- 
ing  interest  in  botii.  Oannot  some  arrangement  be  made  with  the  Qov' 
emor  by  which  a  more  effldent  management  oan  be  had  t 

W.  M.  WADLBY, 
AstUtant  A^^ukuU-CfmermL 


Hbadquastbbb  Dbpabtment  op  Nobth  Oasolina, 

QcUMaraughj  N.  (7.,  JMntoty  12, 186S. 
Hon.  James  A.  Bisbdon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Bm :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yoor  letter  of  the 
10th  instant,  inclosing  a  letter  written  to  yon  by  Mai.  0.  8.  Oarrington 
in  relation  to  forage  at  Tarboroagh  and  the  sooroes  from  which  I  am  to 
draw  snpplies  for  my  forces.  I  have  had  many  years  of  experience  in 
the  quartermaster's  department,  and  £f)reseeing  last  summer  that  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  would  have  to  d«|iend  on  the  supplies  from  Noith 
Garolina,  gave  implicit  instructions  tr>  all  my  quartermasters  accord- 
ingly. Before  the  crop  was  ripe  enough  to  shell  I  ordered  it  to  be  brought 
in  the  shuck  in  box  cars,  and  from  that  time  to  the  present  have  sent  it 
forward  to  Petersburg  and  Bichmond  as  frtst  as  cars  could  be  procured. 
The  quartermasters  at  Weldon  and  Tarborough  have  been  furnished  by 
me  with  every  means  necessary  to  collect  the  forage,  but  the  greatest 
difficulty  I  have  had  to  encounter  has  been  with  the  railroad  companies. 
I  have  caused  many  letters  to  be  written  and  have  had  interviews  with 
the  officers  asking  their  aid  to  get  the  forage  out  of  the  country,  and 
have  gone  so  &r  as  to  impress  trains  to  send  grain  to  your  d^.  Several 
weeks  since  I  directed  Captain  Venable  to  force  the  cars,  whenever  they 
were  about  to  return  empty  firom  Weldon  to  Petersburg,  to  proceed  to 
Halifax  for  grain  for  the  Army  of  the  Potomac.  In  a  letter  addressed 
to  W.  T.  Joynes  some  time  since  I  earnestly  solicited  his  aid  as  president 
of  the  Petersburg  and  Weldon  Baikoad  in  this  matter,  and  have  urged 
this  also  on  Oolonel  Fremont  of  the  Wilmington  and  Weldon  Railroad. 
Stor^ouses  have  been  built  and  large  wagon  trains  sent  to  Tarborough 
by  my  orders  to  secure  grain;  and  I  was  not  before  aware  that  Mi^ 
Oarrington  had  much  control  over  these  snpplies,  which  have  claimed 
t^e  particular  attention  of  my  chief  quartermaster  as  well  as  myself. 
Without  exception,  I  have  always  directed  that  supplies  for  all  commands 
should  be  drawn  from  the  surrounding  country,  except  on  the  Black- 
water  and  other  extreme  frontier  lines,  when  they  were  required,  as  fax 
as  possible,  to  forage  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy.  I  am  apprehensive 
that  Major  Oarrington  is  not  well  informed  respecting  the  resources  of 
the  State,  or  he  would  not  have  thought  it  possible  for  the  troops  south 
of  GoldsDorough  to  find  supplies  in  that  part  of  the  country.  I  am  get- 
ting all  that  can  be  found,  especially  frt)m  Sampson  Oounty;  but  there 
is  only  a  little  that  can  be  purchased.  In  Onslow  Oounty  some  could  be 
found,  but  it  will  all  be  required  for  the  cavalry  on  duty  there  before  the 
crop  of  oats  mature.  Before  the  receipt  of  your  letter  I  ordered  Oeneral 
J.  J.  Pettlgrew  with  his  brigade  to  march  via  Greenville  to  Washington 
Oounty  to  drive  the  enemy  out  of  the  town  of«Plymouth  and  from  the 
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coontlcs  acQohiiDg  WaBiiiugtoiiy  so  as  to  enable  us  to  get  the  sapplies  oac 
of  that  part  of  the  State  and  to  give  protection  to  the  people  and  indooe 
them  to  plant  largely  for  the  coming  seaeon.  A  force  haa  also  been  aant 
into  Bertie  Goanty  for  a  similar  porpoee,  and  to  operate  in  Gates  and 
OhowanOonnties.  Hie  people  of  the  eastern  part  of  the  State  have  some 
caose  of  complaint  for  want  of  protection,  becanse  the  small  force  I  have 
had  in  my  command  precluded  my  advancing  them  far  east  of  the  rail- 
road. Now  for  the  first  time  I  have  an  available  force  to  send  east  and 
attack  the  enemy  and  give  some  protection  to  the  citizens.  To-day  finds 
the  enemy  not  advan<^  a  foot  firom  where  he  was  in  July  last,  when  I 
was  placed  in  charge  of  this  department.  I  inclose  with  this  a  letter 
firom  the  quartermaster  at  Tarborongh  in  reply  to  one  fiN>m  my  chief 
qoartermaster.  Ton  may  rest  assured  I  shall  draw  all  my  sopjilies  as 
&r  as  possible  from  the  surrounding  country.  The  requirements  for 
Wilmington  are  10,000  bushels  per  month. 
Tours,  very  respectfolly, 

S.  G.  FBENGH, 
Mqiar-GemenUj  Cammamding. 

[Fbbbuaby  12, 186a^~For  Beauregard  tp  Whiting,  see  Series  I,  Vol. 
XIV,  p.  774.] 

Navy  Depabtment,  G.  S.  A.. 

Biehmondj  Fa.,  F&bruarff  18, 1803. 

His  Bxcellenc^  Zsbtjlov  B.  Vakob, 

Chpemar  o/Karih  OaroUnaj  Baleighj  If.  0. : 

Sib  :  I  am  informed  by  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch  that  there  are  at  Lawrence- 
burg,  N.  G.,  4,224  bars,  or  about  707  tons,  of  railroad  iron,  and  that  idl 
operations  upon  the  extension  of  the  railroad  beyond  thai  point  have 
been  suspended  and  will  not  be  renewed  during  the  war.  I  have  the 
honor  to  request  that  this  iron  may  be  tamed  ov^r  to  this  Department 
to  be  rolled  into  plates  for  protecting  the  gunboat  and  battery  under  con- 
struction on  the  Boanoke  Biver.  l3ie  iron  will  be  paid  for  at  its  market 
value,  or  the  Department  will  agree  to  return  it  six  months  after  a  dec- 
laration of  peace.  All  dforts  made  to  obtain  iron  in  North  Garolinu 
and  elsewhere  have  failed,  and  I  beg  leave  to  urge  upon  your  consider- 
ation the  expediency  of  turning  over  the  lot  of  iron  referred  to,  with  the 
understanding  that  it  will  be  used  exclusively  for  plating  gunboats  and 
batteries  now  nearly  ready  .for  it  in  your  State. 
I  am,  respec^Ehlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MALLOBT. 
Beeretwty  of  the  Jvoey. 

Fbbdbbio£8BUBO,  FAruo/ry  13, 1803. 
General  S.  Ooopbb: 

I  think  a  division  under  lUmsom,  as  well  as  I  can  Judge  at  this  dis- 
tance, can  he  sent  I  refer  to  my  letters  to  the  President  and  Secre- 
tory. 

B«  B*  LBB| 

OektraL 


{Fsbbuaby  13,  1803.-— For  Seddon  to  Whiting,  see  Series  I,  761. 
Xtv,  p.  770.] 
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Headquabtbrs, 
FrederiOBBhwrgf  Febmmf  14^  1883. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

8eoretafyof  War: 

Sir:  I  think  it  proper  to  i-opon,  for  the  information  of  the  Depait- 
ment,  that  I  have  received  this  morning  a  letter  dated  Hea^viUe,  10th 
instant,  from  Lieut.  O.  Littleton  XJpshnr,  signing  himself  enrolling  offi- 
cer, stating  that  on  the  9th  and  10th  transports  of  the  enemy  loaded 
with  troops,  horses,  &c.,  passed  down  the  Potomac  I  do  not  know 
Lieutenant  Upshur,  but  he  states  that  he  is  directly  on  Uie  river  and 
can  see  all  their  movements.  If  they  are  anything  more  than  conva- 
lescents returning  to  their  commancU  south  I  think  it  probable  they 
are  re-enforcements  for  General  Foster.  I  do  not  think  ttiat  they  were 
embarked  at  Aquia  Greek,  inasmuch  as  I  have  received  a  letter  of  the 
same  date  from  a  scout  watching  that  position  in  which  he  states  that 
a  large  number  of  the  enemy  is  encamped  at  that  point,  and  no  men- 
tion is  made  of  embarkation  or  transports.  Other  scouts  on  the  Poto- 
mac have  as  yet  reported  no  passage  of  troops  down  that  river. 

Gapt.  E.  P.  Bryan,  signal  officer,  whom  I  had  directed  to  cross  over  into 
Maryland  for  the  purpose  of  watching  the  Potomac  on  that  side,  I  fear 
may  not  now  be  on  that  duty,  as  an  order  has  been  received  here  (Spe- 
cial Orders,  No.  20,  Paragraph  XX,  Ac^jutant  and  Insi>ector  Genend's 
Office)  directing  him  to  report  to  General  Beauregard,  and  he  may  have 
reported  accordingly  withoot  my  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  £.  LBE, 

OmemiL 


HSABQUARTBRS  ARMT  OF  NORTHERN  YlROINIA, 

February  14, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddok, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sir  :  After  dispatching  my  letter  to  you  this  morning  I  received  in- 
formation from  one  of  my  scouts  on  the  enemy's  left  that  a  small  steamer 
with  troops  had  on  Sunday  passed  down  the  Potomac ;  that  since  that 
time  seven  large  steamers  and  five  or  six  transports,  towed  by  the 
steamers  and  laden  with  troops,  had  also  descended  the  Potomac. 

On  the  11th  and  12th  instant  no  movements  had  been  observed. 

This  evening  I  received  information  from  scouts  on  the  enemy's  right 
up  to  the  12th  instant.  Two  report  (hat  the  Ninth  Army  Gorps  of  Gen- 
eral Hooker's  army  had  embarked  at  Belle  Plains  and  sailed  for  Suf- 
folk ;  that  a  large  fleet  of  transports  was  at  Aquia  Greek,  and  there  was 
other  evidence  of  a  general  move.  Their  cavalry  had  been  withdrawn 
from  the  Spotted  Tavern  and  Hartwood  Ghurch  toward  the  railroad, 
leaving  pickets  in  their  stead.  Sigel's  corps  is  still  at  Stafford  Gourt- 
iiouse.  Three  brigades  had  reached  Washington.  The  infimtry  at 
Union  Mills  Ford  (Bull  Bun)  were  leaving  for  Washington,  and  tlie 
cavalry  for  Stafford  Gourt-House  Prisoners  captured  by  General 
Hampton  report  that  General  Hays,  with  three  regiments  of  infiuitryi 
seven  pieces  of  artillery,  and  a  squadron  of  cavalry,  was  to  leave  Union 
Mills  Ford  yesterday  for  Washington. 

1  have  directed  General  Piokett^s  division  to  march  to-morrow  for 
Bichmond  and  General  Hood's  division  to  be  held  in  readiness.  Otue 
of  the  scouts  reported  that  it  was  the  Second  Army  Gorps  which  had 
em))arked  for  Suffolk.    Although  it  is  stated  that  their  destinatioii  is 
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Sidfolk,  ahoold  no  other  troops  follow  I  think  it  probable  that  this 
corps  IS  intended  to  re-enforce  their  army  in  Sonth  Carolina ;  bat  shonld 
its  real  destination  be  Sofiblk,  General  Pickett^s  division  will  be  ample 
to  resist  It. 
I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ChieroL 


Was  Depabtmemt JJ.  S.  A., 

Bichmand,  Va.j  I'ebruary  15, 1863. 
Beneral  B.  B.  Lbb  : 

I  snbjoin  a  telegram  just  i*eeeived  from  General  Pryor;  likewise  the 
closing  paragraph  of  a  telegram  by  order  of  General  French,  at  Golds- 
borongh,  calfing  for  large  supplies  of  ammunition.  I  consider  the  latter 
the  resnlt  of  similar  intelligeuce  fiN>m  Ckneral  Pryor.  I  doubt  the  New- 
port News  report.  Have  you  information  to  determine  it  t  Would  you 
advise  delay  in  sending  troops  to  Charleston  from  North  Carolina  t 

J.  A.  BBDDON, 
Seoretarif  of  War. 

FSAXKLIN,  Va.,  Febnunry  14,  1863. 

Two  penoDs  from  KorfoUc  Tlmnd»y  (one  a  lady  and  the  other  a  gentleman)^  where 
there  had  heen  no  coneert,  inform  me  that  thirty-eiz  regiments  landed  at  Newnort 
News  Wednesday.  They  say  it  is  Hooker's  army.  Within  the  past  week  Snnblk 
largely  ro-enforoed. 

ROGER  A.  PRYOR, 
Brigadier-Qeneral,  €k>mmwMUmg. 
An  attack  in  expected  here. 

Meaning  at  Hamilton,  N.  C. 

fj.  A.  S-l 

War  Department,  C.  B.  A., 

Richmond^  Fa.,  February  15,  1863. 
General  B.  E.  Lkb: 

General  French  telegraphs  that  he  mnst,  on  the  call  of  General  Pryor, 
aend  re-enforcements  to  him.  General  Davis  with  a  brigade  is  ordered. 
Abrigade  hasalso  been  ordered  from  Wilmington  to  Charleston.  Colonel 
IHibb  reports  considerable  fleets  of  steamers  and  transports  at  montii 
of  James  River  as  coming  from  a  reliable  sonrce.  The  President  thinks 
yoo  had  better  move  an  adequate  fbrce  at  or  toward  Hanover  Junction 
to  aid  here  if  required. 

J.  A.  BBDDON, 
Seoretaryof  War. 

War  Department,  C.  B.  A., 
Biohmond^  Va.j  February  15, 1863. 

General  B.  B.  Lxs,  Oammamdingj  dto. : 

Sib:  I  send  you  herewith  full  copies  of  the  telegram  firom  General 
French  and  letter  firom  Colonel  Tabb,  to  which  I  have  referred  in  a  tel- 
egram I  have  just  sent  you.*  In  the  letter  you  will  perceive  a  mistake, 
either  in  regard  to  the  York  or  James  River.  I  concluded  in  my  tele- 
gram that  Uie  James  was  meant  in  both  places,  though  it  may  be  wdl 
doubted  if  the  York,  as  first  named,  was  not  designed  throughout.  It 
matters  not,  however,  as  the  danger  could  not  be  materially  Afferent  in 

•NotfiNiikL 


878  NOHTH  CABOLUIA  AMD  &  £.  YIBOUUA.  (Olur. 

the  event  of  a  landing  in  fbroe  on  either.  I  oannot  believe  that  a  aeiioaB 
blow  at  tills  dty  is  contemplated  at  tills  season,  and  if  the  approadh  is 
to  be  from  the  York  Biver  I  am  satisfied  it  will  not  be  ventoxed.  StilL 
it  is  well  to  be  guarded  fally  and  in  time,  and  the  President  thinks  if 
yon  do  not  apprehend  immediate  attack,  which,  with  the  present  state 
of  the  roads  he  does  not  think  practicable,  that  you  had  better  move 
what  you  may  deem  an  adequate  force  to  protect  this  city  in  supjiorting 
distance,  say  at  Hanover  Junction.  We  have  not,  I  fear,  more  than 
some  3,(N)0  effective  troops  here  and  at  Drewry's  Blnfll  On  the  receipt 
of  General  French's  dispatch  General  Davis,  with  his  brigade,  was  or 
derod  to  the  Blackwater  to  re-enforce  (General  Pryor.  The  intelligence 
of  an  expected  attack  on  Oharleston,  and  the  removal  of  nearly  tSl  the 
troops,  together  with  General  Foster  and  his  stafl^  south  ficom  Nortii 
Carolina^  induced  the  President  likewise  to  order  a  brigade  (Olingman's) 
from  Wilmington  to  Oharleston.  and  another  from  G^end  Daniel's 
division  to  replace  it,  and  be  hela  prepared  to  move  forward  likewise  to 
Oharleston  if  events  required,  to  be  itself  replaced  by  a  fhrtfaer  brigade 
from  General  TJunins]  Daniel's  division.  The  other  forces  in  Nortii 
Oarolina  have  oeen  for  the  present  ordered  to  be  disposed  by  General 
French  as  he  deems  best  for  the  protection  of  Weldon,  Goldsborougli, 
and  the  line  of  the  railroad*  Not  having  the  key  to  your  cipher,  and  a 
mistake  having  been  committed  by  the  telegraph  operator  in  tne  first 
two  words  in  dpher,  I  have  been  much  puzzled  to  make  out  vour  tele- 
gram received  tiiis  morning ;  and  though  I  had  the  aid  of  Mt^j.  [ WilliamJ 
Korris,  of  the  Signal  Oorps,  it  was  not  until  after  my  telegram  this 
evening  was  sent  that,  b^  tiying  other  words^  I  succeeded  in  decipher- 
ing it.  The  march  of  Pickett's  division  to  Bichmond  mi^,  very  proba- 
bly, suffice  at  present  to  guard  against  any  sudden  attack  on  tiiis  dty. 
I  will  keep  you  advised  of  any  farther  intelligence  received.  General 
Pryor  promised,  by  tele^^ram  of  the  14th  instant,  to  give  by  to-night 
certain  intelligence,  both  in  relation  to  the  reported  forces  on  the  James 
and  the  reeiSbroements  at  Suffolk.  As  yet  the  intelligence  has  not 
come. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A*  SBDDOH, 
SeoreUMrif  of  war. 

Wab  Dbpabtment,  0.  GL  A«. 
Bkkaumdj  Fa.,  lUmoty  15^  186S. 

MjBi.  Gen.  Oubtayub  W.  Smith, 

Oofmmamdmgj  die.: 

Sm:  After  consultation  with  the  President  I  desire  that  yon  wiU  or 
der  Brigadier-General  Davis,  with  his  brigade,  to  re-enfbroe  General 
Pryor,  on  the  Blackwater,  and  Olingman's  brigade  from  Wilmington  to 
Oharleston;  that  you  will  send  a  brigade  of  Daniel's  division  at  once  to 
Wilmington  to  replace  Olingman's  and  hold  another  ready  to  move  in 
the  same  direction,  so  tiiat  in  case  events  require  it  likewise  may  be 
forwarded  to  Oharleston  and  be  itself  replaced  at  Wilmington— peihaps 
afterwards  ibUowed  to  Oharleston  by  another  brigade  of  Da^el's  di- 
vision. The  residue  of  his  fbroe  General  French  will  dispose  as  he 
deems  most  Judicious  for  the  defianse  of  Weldon,  Goldsboiough,  and  the 
line  of  the  railroads. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
SeoreUwjf  of  Wmr. 


OBJkP.  XIOL]        OOBBBSPONliEMCEy  ETC. — CONFEDERATE. 


879 


HBiDQUABTEBa, 

WUmingUm,  N.  0.,  February  16, 1863. 

His  BzoeUeiu^  the  €k>7XBNOB,  Bdfeigh^  if.  0. : 

Bib  :  I  send  for  your  information  a  letter*  just  reoeived  from  Lorn- 
berton,  in  Bobeeon  Ooanty,  respeeting  a  deplorable  condition  of  thingH 
in  that  section,  dne  to  the  presence  and  depredations  of  deserters. 
Accordingly,  I  have  ordered  Oapt  J.  B.  McDonald,  Fifty-first  North 
Oarolina,  and  his  company  (all  Bobeson  Oonnty  men)  to  proceed  there 
and  either  capture  or,  if  necessary,  destroy  these  freebooters.  A  copy  * 
of  his  orders  is  herewith.  The  statement  of  the  inadequacy  of  tiie 
militia  force  and  the  disaffection  of  the  free  negroes  renders  this  action 
ca  my  part  necessary,  and  I  think  it  will  meet  yonr  appro vaL 
very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITDTG, 
Briffodier-Oeneralj  Oomnuinding. 


Ah9iraci/nm  F\M Rtpori oj th^  Troapa  qfjUi4  DigMctof  the  Cape  Fmt,  wmmawMi  Va 

Bfig.  Qm.  W,  H,  C.  Wmm§^  MrMory  15,  lb63. 
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Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  O.  8.  A., 

Riehmondy  Va.j  February  16, 1883. 

General  B.  B.  Lbs,  Frederidksburgy  Va. : 

General  Pryor  reports: 

Booat  from  opposite  Newport  News  reporto  tnmsporta  Unding  there  sinoe  Wednes- 
day erening.    Knows  nothing  of  the  nnmber.    Saw  eleven  steamboats  at  one  time. 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
Seoretary  of  War, 


''Notfinuid. 
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HEADQUASTBBS  CAJfP  Fksdbbicksbubo, 

February  16,1863. 

Hon.  JAMSS  a.  SBDDONy 

Secretary  of  War^  Bkhmandj  Va,: 

Sib  :  I  informed  yon  on  the  14th  that  General  Pickett's  division 
on  the  march  to  Bichmond.  It  is  directed  to  halt  on  the  Ohiekahominy, 
where  it  can  find  shelter  in  woods  uid  procure  from  Bichmond  provis- 
ions and  forage. 

General  Pickett  will  send  forward  an  officer  to  select  a  position  and 
make  arrangements.  Will  yon  be  kind  enoag:h  to  a£ford  him  the  nec- 
essary fEMsilitiest  Shoold  drcamstances  require  him  to  be  fhrther  ad- 
vanced, I  must  reqnest  yon  to  give  him  orders.  He  can  take  position 
below  Bichmond  on  the  right  or  left  bank  of  the  river  as  yon  may 
designate. 

Upon  the  reception  last  night  of  yonr  dispatch  of  yesterday  I  directed 
Hood's  division  to  move  to  Hanover  Junction.  It  will  halt  tihere  unless 
required  to  advance. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LBE, 


YADKnrvnxE,  N.  O.,  February  16,  [1863]. 
Governor  Yakob: 

De AB  Sib  :  It  is  my  painful  duty  to  inform  you  of  a  most  melancholy 
affair  which  occurred  in  this  county  ou  last  Thursday.  I  sent  out  a 
squad  of  14  men  in  search  of  conscripts.  They  found  a  nnmlNsr  of  them 
(now  supposed  to  be  between  20  and  30)  lodged  in  a  school-house  and 
attacked  them.  The  conscripts  were  well  armed  and  resisted  most 
stubbornly.  They  shot  through  cracks  and  windows  at  our  men,  and 
lolled  two  of  the  best  citizens  of  this  county— James  West,  a  magis- 
trate, and  John  Williams,  a  most  excellent  man.  These  men  were  shot 
dead  in  their  tracks.  Two  of  the  conscripts  were  killed  and  the  bal- 
ance escaped,  though  two  of  them  are  seriously  wounded.  The  con- 
scripts known  to  have  been  in  it  and  who  have  escaped  are  William 
Dobbins,  Jesse  Dobbins,  Benjamin  Willard,  Lee  Willfurd,  Thomas  Ad- 
ams, Enoch  Brown,  Jack  Douglas,  Anderson  Douglas,  Sandford  Dong- 
las,  Hugh  Sprinkle,  and  Horace  Allgood,  though  we  have  since  cap- 
tured the  Douglases  and  Hugh  Sprinkle  and  lodged  them  in  jaiL  The 
four  first  nam^  are  the  leaders  of  the  band ;  and  I  am  informed  tliat 
they  will  probably  try  to  make  their  way  to  Tennessee.  I  leave  it  to 
Your  Excellency  whether  or  not  a  sufficient  reward  shall  be  offered  for 
these  four  bad  and  dangerous  men  to  insure  their  apprehension.  Bob- 
ert  Hutchins,  William  Willard,  James  Wooteu,  Elkana  Willu:^,  and 
others  are  believed  to  have  been  in  it.  If  a  rewai'd  had  no  other  effect 
it  would  I  think  deter  others  from  resisting  the  execution  of  the  law, 
seeing  that  the  Governor  of  the  State  had  taken  the  matter  in  hand. 
If  they  do  not  leave  the  county  they  will  rally  their  crowd  (as  I  under- 
stand some  of  them  are  tiying  to  do)  and  fight  again.  They  are  much 
better  armed  than  the  militia,  having  been  preparing  for  it  for  months. 
We  have  arrested  and  sent  out  of  this  county  within  three  months  past 
over  100  men,  and  yet  we  have  a  considerable  number  left.  Inasmuch 
as  we  have  scarcely  any  arms  or  ammunition  I  would  suggest  that  You 


Gaftr.ZZX.]        COBHEaPONDENCE,  ETO.— K30NFKDBKATE.  881 

£xoeUen<^  send  ns  as  sood  as  passible  a  detachment  of  40  or  50  meD  to 
Bcoar  the  ooanty.  It  would  not  only  enable  as  to  exeoate  speedily  bat 
mi^ht  save  some  valuable  lives,  we  intend  at  all  hazards  to  execute 
the  law. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  A.  JOYCE, 
Lieutenani-Oolonelj  de. 


ASHEYILLB,  N.  0^  February  16, 1863. 

GoYBBNOB :  Tour  letter  of  the  9th  instant  is  just  received.  I  beg  to 
assure  you  that  I  shall  at  the  next  term  of  the  court  prosecute  vigorously 
such  of  the  prisoners  to  whom  you  direct  my  attention  as  may  l^  turned 
over  to  the  civil  authorities.  The  late  expedition  to  Laurel  sent  only 
four  prisoners  to  jail,  and  one  of  them  was  admitted  to  bail  on  yester- 
day by  Judge  Bailey.  I  understand  there  are  no  more  to  send.  I  have 
no  knowledge  of  my  own  touching  the  shooting  of  several  prisoners  in 
LaureL  I  have  learned,  however,  from  a  most  reliable  source  that  13 
of  them  were  killed ;  that  some  of  them  were  not  taken  in  arms  but  at 
their  homes ;  that  all  the  men  shot  (13,  if  not  more)  were  prisoners  at  the 
time  tihey  were  shot ;  that  they  were  taken  off  to  a  secluded  cave  or  gorge 
in  Uie  mountains  and  then  made  to  kneel  down  and  were  thus  shot. 
One  man  was  badly  and  mortally  shot  in  the  bowels,  and  whUe  he  was 
writhing  in  agony  and  praying  to  God  for  mercy  a  soldier  mercilessly 
and  brutally  shot  him  in  the  head  with  his  pistol.  Several  women  were 
whipped ;  this  I  learned  from  one  who  got  his  information  from  some  of 
the  guilty  parties.  I  learned  that  all  this  was  done  by  order  of  Lieut. 
Col.  James  A.  Keith.  I  know  not  what  you  intend  doing  with  the 
guUty  parties,  but  I  suggest  they  are  all  guilty  of  murder.  I  do  not 
suppose  they  had  any  order  to  do  so  barbarous  a  deed ;  but  if  they  had 
the  order  was  void  absolutely,  no  matter  by  whom  issued.  Such  savage 
and  barbarous  cruelty  is  without  a  parallel  in  the  State,  and  I  hox>e  in 
every  other.  I  am  gratified  that  you  intend  to  take  the  matter  in  hand. 
I  will  make  such  investigation  as  I  can,  but  I  have  no  means  of  com- 
pelling any  one  to  disclose  facts  to  me.  It  will  not  be  difBcult,  I  learn,  to 
prove  that  the  prisoners  were  killed.  I  assure  you  that  I  will  prosecute 
all  persons  who  have  committed  criminal  offenses  in  this  circuit  at  the 
next  term  of  the  court,  and  in  the  mean  time  I  will  do  fdl  in  my  power 
to  suppress  crime  and  violence.  These  are  fearftilly  on  the  increase  in 
this  section  of  the  State.  A  report  might  be  made  that  would  astonish 
you.  I  have  done  all  I  could  in  reference  to  the  complaints  made  to 
yon  frt)m  Jackson  and  Cherokee  Counties. 

•  •••••• 

I  am,  &0.,  yours,  truly, 

A.  S.  MEBBDfON. 


Savannah,  Ga.,  JUmonr  16, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whitino, 

Wilmington^N.  0.: 

Order  brigade  to  report  to  Jordan.    Beoeived  at  Pocotaligo  same  rb> 
port  about  foster. 

G.  T.  BEAUREGARD. 

56  E  B — ^VOL  XVIII 
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Hbjldquastbbs  ABMY  OV  NOBTHBBH  YmOIllIAf 

JMrMry  17, 1883. 
M^|.  Oen.  OUBTAYUB  W.  Smith, 

Oammamdimgj  So.: 

OBHBBAii:  Please  retain  in  Biohmond  all  men  belonging  to  Generala 
Pickett^s  and  Hood's  diviaionB,  Longetreet^s  corps,  who  are  on  their 
way  to  Join  them,  until  the  arrival  of  these  divisions  within  your  readh 
and  tilien  I  wonld  thank  yon  to  send  them  immediately  to  them.  They 
are  in  mardh  for  Richmond  and  will  be  joined  by  General  Longstroel^. 
Very  respeotftally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LBB. 


WAB  I>BPABTMnffT,  O.  B.  A^ 

BMMoad,  Fa.,  JUmary  17, 186S. 

General  B.  B.  Lbb,  OcmmamMmg^  Ac. : 

GXHB&AL :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  let- 
ters of  the  14th  and  16th  instant  They  give  me  interesting  informa- 
tion but  correspond  only  partially  with  the  accounts  I  receive  here  of 
the  movements  of  the  enemy.  An  officer  of  the  Signal  Corps,  mndi 
trusted  as  a  scout,  has  Just  returned  firom  within  a  few  miles  of  Fort 
Monroe  and  If ewport  News.  He  reports  as  certain  that  about  20,000 
men  have  been  landed  and  are  encamped  at  Newport  News.  They  were 
brought  there  by  transports  in  tow  of  steam-tugs.  They  are  building 
tentchimneys  and  bake-ovens,  and  seem  settling  themselves  for  a  time 
at  least  They,  as  the  scout  learned,  reported  themsdves  as  part  of 
Hooker's  army,  being  Bumside's  old  division,  and  believed  they  were 
again  to  be  placed  under  Bumside^s  command.  In  addition  to  these 
troops  at  Newport  News,  8,000  or  10,000  were  reported  (as  the  scout 
believes  truly)  to  have  been  sent  to  Suffolk.  In  front  of  Newport  News 
were  five  iron-dads,  with  steam  kept  constantly  up  and  occasionally 
moving  about  They  professed  to  expect  an  attack  from  our  gunboats 
coming  down  the  James,  and  do  not  intend  to  be  taken  by  surprise  as 
at  Chfurleston.  On  the  bay  there  were  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  trans- 
ports. They  had  come  down  the  bay  with  these  troops,  or  a  part  of 
them ;  but  whether  down  the  Potomac  or  not  the  scout  could  not  learn. 
He  passed  on  np  the  York  Biver  on  his  return.  There  were  no  trans- 
ports in  that  river,  nor  had  any  additional  troops  been  moved  to  or 
landed  at  Yorktown  or  Gloucester  Point  Such  is  pretty  frilly  all  that 
is  material  in  the  reports  of  the  scont 

I  send  inclosed  a  copy  of  the  only  dispatch  received  to-day  from 
General  Beauregard.  There  is  no  later  intelligence  from  either  Generals 
Pryor  or  French.  All  the  troops  sent  by  General  Beauregard  to  Wil- 
mington have  been  returned,  and  two  brigades  frfom  North  Oarolina 
(Olingman's  and  Cooke's)  have  been  sent  from  Wilmington.  General 
lU^nsom's  other  brigade  will  very  probably  likewise  be  ordered  in  tiie 
same  directiou,  and  he  replaced  in  command  of  his  division.  Ab  yet, 
however,  the  brigade  under  him  is  only  ordered  to  be  held  in  readiness. 
I  am  pleased  to  learn  that  with  characteristic  vigilance  you  are  forward- 
ing Pickett^s  and  Hood's  divisions  to  keep  ward  here.  As  you  have 
confided  in  my  discretion  the  location  to  whidi,  untU  fruther  orders, 
they  shall  be  assigiied,  I  shall  order  Pickett^s  on  the  other  dde  of  the 
river,  so  as  to  be  in  a  position,  if  necessary,  more  readily  to  support 
Pryor  and  defend  Petersburg.  I  am  inclined  to  think  the  enemy's 
movements  too  serious  for  a  feint  or  a  diversion  and  that  Hooker  really 
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dedgns  withdrawing  ftom  the  Rappahannock  and  changing  Ida  whole 

Clan.  He  seemed  fmly  committed  to  an  advance  on  the  Bappahannock, 
at,  Tety  iiilly  taiated  by  his  Republican  or  Abolition  ^^conAneros,"  he 
can  ventoze  to  advance  and  do  what  Bnmside  conld  not  We  mnsl^ 
however,  await  developments,  for  as  yet  infonnation  is  too  scant  for 
oonfldent  Judgment. 

Witii  great  esteem,  tmly,  yonzs, 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
BeareUury  of  War. 

Obbbnvzllb,  N.  O.,  IWfdoy,  [F&bruarff]  17, 1808. 
Ifi^.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

I  did  not  receive  the  letter  to  which  yon  refer  in  yonr  note  of  to-day, 
bat  I  got  the  information  abont  the  re-enforcements  from  Whitford's 
men.  I  start  to-morrow  and  wlU  proceed  across  Tranter's  Greek;  shall 
move  aionnd  in  front  of  Washington  so  as  to  threaten  the  Plymonth 
road.  This  may  prevent  re-enforcements  going  ont  of  Washington. 
Bat  the  danger  is  that  if  I  am  attacked  in  front  of  Washington  Qar- 
nett  cannot  possibly  come  to  my  assistance  nor  can  I  to  his  if  he  is 
attacked  ftom  Plymonth.  so  that  we  are  in  very  bad  military  position, 
eadi  liable  to  be  attackea  separately.  An  immense  swamp  will  be  be- 
tween 08}  to  march  to  him  I  most  either  go  down  the  Plymonth  tobA 
and  abuidon  my  line  of  commnnication,  which  is  utterly  ont  of  the 
question  in  this  country,  or  pass  around  behind  this  swamp,  probably  a 
three-days^  journey.  I  will  take  my  position  without  much  apprehen- 
sion from  the  enemy,  but  I  think  he  had  better  withdraw  himself  before 
my  danger  on  his  left  flank  and  rear.  I  fbar  they  will  bounce  ont  upon 
some  day  when  we  are  all  off  and  handle  Daniel  roughly. 
Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PBTTIOBBW, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 


Hbadquastebs  Abkt  of  Nobthbbn  VmonaA, 

February  18,  1883. 
Lieut  Qea.  Jambs  Lonostbbbt, 

Commanding  Oorp9: 

Gbnebal  :  The  transfer  of  a  portion  of  the  Federal  Army  of  the 
Potomac  to  Hampton  Roads  has  rendered  it  necessary  to  move  two 
divisions  of  your  corps  towards  James  River.  I  desire  you  to  join  them 
and  place  them  in  position  where  their  comfort  will  be  secured  and 
whence  they  can  be  readily  moved  to  resist  an  advance  upon  Bich- 
mond  by  the  enemy  from  his  new  base.  It  is  reported  that  he  has  been 
largely  re-enforced  at  Suffolk.  It  will  therefore  be  prudent  for  you  to 
change  flie  present  order  for  General  Pickett  to  halt  on  the  Ghicka- 
hominy,  and  to  let  him  proceed  to  Falling  Greek,  on  the  south  side  of 
James  JSUver,  or  to  some  better  point,  from  which  you  can  readily  de- 
fend Petersburg,  &c  Should  the  movement  of  the  enemy  from  the 
Potomac  render  it  expedient  your  other  divisions  will  be  ordered  to 
join  you.  I  desire  therefore  you  be  prepared  to  receive  them  and  to 
select  encampments  for  their  comfortable  accommodation.  Ton  will  be 
advised  of  their  approach.  I  need  not  remind  you  of  the  importance 
of  selecting  sheltered  positions,  where  there  is  plenty  of  wood^  and 
which  may  be  convenient  to  supplies.  It  is  also  desirable  that  these 
positions  be,  as  fiir  as  possible,  not  liable  to  prove  injurious  to  the 
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agrieuMiixal  Intereste  of  flie  oountrj.  Ton  will  veqnire  a*  IamI  tvo 
battalions  of  your  artillery  and  probably  one  of  yonr  reeenre  eotpai 
llie  horses  are  in  snob  a  redaced  state  and  the  ooantrv  so  satmrntsd 
with  water  that  it  will  be  almost  impossible  for  them  to  drag  tiie  guns. 
They  might  be  transported  by  railroad^  by  whieh  rente  all  heayy  bag- 
gage, if  ^ssiblsy  should  also  be  oonveyed  and  the  battery  horaea  be 
ted.    I  wish  yon  to  inform  me  where  I  ean  oommnnieate  witii  yoo. 

To  inform  yourself  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  in  yonr  ftont  and 
to  keep  me  advised  I  suggest  that  yon  report  to  the  Becretacy  of  War, 
on  yonr  arrival  in  Bichmond|  as  he  will  have  information  and  possibly 
some  orders  to  commnnioate. 

It  will  be  well  to  hav<^  Lane^s  battery  at  some  fi^vorable  point  on  tiie 
James  Biver,  to  destroy  the  enemy's  transports  if  they  should  ascend. 
I  am,  with  mnoh  reflpecti  yonr  obedient  servants 

B.B.LBB. 


BiOHMOiO),  Ya^  JUnMfy  18^  186S. 

Mi^.  Gen.  Obobgb  B.  Piokbtt,  Oamma/ndrngj  dbe.: 

General:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  on  your  arrival  with 
yonr  division  you  take  position  on  the  south  side  of  the  James  River  in 
immediate  vicinity  of  Drewry's  Bluff,  and  there  await  fturther  orders. 
You  will  have  in  view  the  defense  of  GhaiBn's  and  Drewry's  Bluffs,  keep- 
ing yourself  advised  and  ready  to  move  if  necessary  to  repel  advances 
firom  the  Blackwater  and  to  defend  the  city  of  Petersburg. 
Very  xespectfully.  &Cm 

8.  OOOPBB, 
AdjuUmt  and  In^^eeUtr  GmermL 


BNonnEBB  Bimai:ir, 
Biehmand^  Va,^  Februanf  18, 186S. 
Ideut  OoL  W.  H.  Btbybrb, 

Corps  of  Ungineersy  0.  8.  A.^  Biehmondj  Va, : 

OoLONBL :  His  Excellency  the  President  has  been  informed  that  flie 
works  for  the  defense  of  Weldon  Bridge  are  being  built  on  a  scale  that 
will  require  a  large  force,  say  several  thousands  of  men,  to  defend  them, 
and  has  sent  to  this  Bureau  to  ascertain  if  such  is  the  mfSL  In  my  orig- 
inal instructions  to  Colonel  Gwynn  he  was  directed  in  all  cases  to  give 
the  works  for  defending  x>oint8  in  the  rivers  of  North  Carolina  a  devel- 
opment such  that  they  could  be  held  by  a  small  force,  say  400  or  500 
men,  until  relieved  by  a  succoring  force.  These  instructions  are  fully 
approved  by  the  President.  If  defenses  of  a  different  character  have 
been  laid  out  at  Weldon  and  are  in  progress  you  will  please  to  have  my 
original  directions  carried  out  as  £ur  as  the  nature  of  the  ground  wiU,  in 
your  judgment,  i)ermit. 

Very  respectfiilly ,  y ourS) 

J.  F.  GILMBB, 
Oolanel  and  Chief  of  Bwrmm. 

BnaiNEBB  Bureau, 
BiOmond^  Va.,  FtHmmry  18, 1863. 

Col.  Walter  Gwnm,  FdWow,  Hf.  C. : 

Colonel  :  In  reply  to  your  communication  of  the  14th  instant  I  have 
to  state  that  it  is  important  that  the  works  in  progress  for  the  defenses 
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of  East  Xoi  til  Caroliua  slionld  be  under  the  contarol  of  Lieat.  OoL  W.  H. 
StevenSy  ohief  of  oonstraotiou,  aud  ibr  this  reason  yon  were  instmoted 
to  report  to  him  directly.  The  local  engineers  at  Ooldsborongh,  Kin 
Rton^  the  works  on  Tar  Biver,  and  at  Bainbow  Bend  shoold,  and  will 
hereafter,  report  to  Oolonel  Stevens.  For  the  present  yonr  duties  are 
limited  to  the  works  at  Weldon,  K  0.,  under  the  direction  of  the  chief 
of  oonstmction.  I  will  take  occasion  to  read  your  leport  to  Colonel 
Stevens  in  regard  to  the  works  fo^  the  defense  of  Weldon  Bridge. 
Veiy  respeetflally,  yonr  obeujont  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEB, 
OoUmd  of  JBngineerM  and  OMtfof  Bureau. 


Hbadquastebs  Dbpabtment  ov  Nobth  Oasolina, 

€Md$haraughy  N.  (7.,  February  18, 1863. 

Mlj*  ^^^'  J-  ^*  FOBTBBy  (7.  S.  A., 

Oammanding  IHghteewtk  Army  Oarpt^  New  Beme^  N.  0. : 

Oenbbal:  In  a  communication  addressed  to  me,  and  written  by  Maj. 
Gen.  J.  6.  Foster,  U.  S.  A.,  and  dated  at  New  Berne  on  the  31st  day  of 
December  last,  he  desired  that  a  watch  which  was  taken  from  the  per^ 
son  of  Surgeon  Hunt,  who  was  killed  in  a  skirmish  near  the  town  of 
Wadiiugton,  should  be  returned,  to  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  his 
relatives.  On  the  publication  of  General  Foster's  letter  the  man  who 
had  the  watch  voluntarily  sent  it  to  me,  and  it  now  affords  me  much 
pleasure  to  be  able  to  return  it  to  you,  tJiat  it  may  be  placed  in  the  hands 
of  his  relatives.  Will  not  this  act  of  a  private  in  our  army,  voluntarily 
returning  this  watch,  offer  a  noble  example  to  some  of  your  generals  and 
to  their  wives,  who  have  ti^en  (1  will  not  say  stolen)  pianos,  bedsteads, 
dining  sets,  works  of  art  and  virtu,  horses,  carriages,  &c.,  and  oarriea 
t^em  to  tiieir  homes  in  the  North,  to  return  them  to  their  owners  t  I  re- 
gret to  make  snch  charges  against  your  officers,  and  above  all  against 
their  wives;  but  when  such  acts  are  committed  by  men  in  high  position, 
or  by  women  of  intelligence  and  refinement,  it  deserves  condemnation. 
I  refrain  from  naming  them,  but  if  you  wish  it  names  shall  be  sent  and 
the  alleged  acts  specified  and  the  whole  sent  you  for  publication  to  show 
the  world  that  neither  rank  nor  position  nor  religion  nor  female  loveli- 
ness can  resist  the  temptation  to  violate  the  commandments  when  what 
they  covet  is  the  property  of  a  rebel.  These  remarks,  general,  are  not 
personal  to  you,  and  are  intended  only  for  those  to  whom  they  truly 
apply.  1  send  you  a  letter  which  has  been  handed  me  mentioning  some 
instances  where  private  property  has  been  taken  in  New  Berne.* 
I  am,  general,  yours,  very  respectfully, 

S.  G.  FBBNCH, 
Major-Chneralj  OomwuifMling, 


Wab  Dbpabtment,  0.  S.  A., 
Biohmondj  Fa.,  February  19, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  B.  A.  Pbyob  : 

Ascertain  as  early  and  as  far  as  poHsible  the  proposed  movements  of 
the  enemy  at  Newport  News  and  Suffolk.  Is  there  reason  to  believe 
they  are  intended  for  North  or  South  Carolina  t 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Seeretaryof  War. 
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HB  ADQUAB  nOSy 

Diageund  Bridge^  February  19,  186)-*8  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  HsiotY  A.  Wise,  Commanding : 

Genbbal  :  Lieatenant  Harman  [Company  B,  Fifty-ninth  Virginia 
Infantry]  has  jost  returned  from  his  expedition  to  Bnrwell's  Bay,  in 
Isle  of  Wight  Oonnty.  Dense  fogs  prevented  his  seeing  across  the 
river  to  NewxK>rt  ISewsj  bnt  having  obtained  what  he  regards  as  en- 
tirely satisfactory  and  reliable  information  he  did  not  wait  for  Uie 
weather  to  clear,  bnt  retnmed  at  onoe  to  commnnicate  it.  From  Cap- 
tain Dmmmond,  of  IT^orfolk,  and  from  Captain  Nelson,  of  Isle  of  Wight, 
he  learned  that  the  enemy  have  landed  a  considerable  force  at  Newport 
News  nnder  the  command  of  General  Bnmside.  The  GMena,  the  Min- 
nesota, two  monitor  boats,  and  ten  gunboats  are  lying  off  Newport 
News.  The  troops  were  landed  from  large  side-wheel  bay  steamers, 
each  with  a  sloop  in  tow.  Up  to  the  time  that  the  fog  prevented  flir- 
ther  observation  of  their  movements  ten  of  tJiese  steamers  came  np 
daily,  commencing  on  the  12th  instant.  As  soon  as  the  troops  disem- 
barked the  steamers  retnmed  to  Norfolk  for  coal,  and  having  supplied 
themselves  put  back  toward  the  Potomac.  No  re-enforcements  have 
been  sent  to  Norfolk  or  Suffolk.  It  is  generally  understood  that  the 
expedition  consists  of  Franklin's  corps  and  is  destined  ibr  Charleston. 
Lieutenant  Harman  returns  to-morrow  and  will  report  any  fiuther 
movements. 

Veiy  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  B.  TABS, 
OoUmtij  OomnumMng. 

TADKnmLiiB,  N.  C,  Ftlnruary  19,  1863. 

DsAB  SiB:  We  have  had  a  startling  occurrence  in  this  county,  of 
which  you  have  doubtless  heard  before  this  time,  which  has  greatly  ex- 
asperated every  intelligent  and  good  citizen  of  the  county.  I  mean  the 
murder  of  two  of  our  best  citizens^  magistrates  of  the  county,  by  a  band 
of  deserters  and  fugitive  conscripts.  The  circumstances  are  these: 
There  has  been  a  strong  feeling  against  the  conscript  law  among  the 
uninformed  part  of  the  citnens  here  ever  since  its  passage.  Many  of 
that  class  swore  that  they  would  die  at  home  before  they  would  be  forced 
off,  and  when  the  time  came  for  them  to  go  i>erhaps  nearly  100  in  tlus 
county  took  to  the  woods,  lying  out  day  and  night  to  avoid  arrest;  and 
although  the  militia  officers  exited  themselves  with  great  zeal,  yet  these 
skulkers  have  always  had  many  more  active  friends  than  t^ey  had  and 
could  always  get  timely  informatioD  of  every  movement  to  arrest  them 
and  so  avoid  it.  The  militia  officers  have  been  able  to  arrest  v^  few 
of  them.  This  state  of  afEEurs  has  encouraged  the  dissatisfied  in  the 
army  from  this  county  to  desert  and  come  home,  until,  emboldened  by 
their  numbers  and  the  bad  success  of  the  militia  officers  in  arresting 
them,  they  have  armed  themselves,  procured  ammunition,  and  openly 
defied  the  law.  They  have  even  sent  menacing  messages  to  the  militia 
officers,  threatening  death  to  the  most  obnoxious  of  them  and  all  who  as- 
sist them.  Last  Thursday  12  of  the  militia  officers  came  on  16  of  these 
desperadoes  in  a  school-house  about  4  miles  from  this  town,  armed,  forti- 
fied, and  ready  for  the  fight.  The  firing  immediately  commenced ;  which 
side  first  fired  is  not  positively  certain,  bnt  from  the  best  information  I 
can  ^t  I  believe  it  was  those  in  the  school-house.  They  finally  fled, 
leavmg  2  of  their  number  dead  and  carrying  off  2  wounded,  after  killing 
2of  the  officers.    Inthesdhool-honse  were  found  cartridges  of  the  most 
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deadly  and  mmderoas  qunliry,  made  of  hotnc-made  powder  fone  of  the 
men  known  to  ha^e  been  among  them  has  been  engaged  in  mi^dng 
powder).  Four  of  the  oonsoilptB  who  were  in  the  light  Imve  since  oome 
in  and  sorrendered  and  are  now  in  Jail  here,  but  the  leaders  and  the 
most  goilty  of  them  are  still  atlargej  and  the  section  of  the  country  in 
which  they  lark  is  so  disloyal  (I  gneve  to  say  it),  and  tiie  people  so 
readily  conceal  the  mnrderers  and  convey  intellig^ce  to  them,  tiiat  it 
will  be  exceedingly  difflcnlt  to  find  them,  even  if  they  do  not  draw  to- 
gether a  larger  nirce  than  they  have  yet  had  and  again  give  battle  to 
the  sheriil  and  his  posse.  Bat  my  principal  object  in  wrmng  this  let- 
ter is  to  ask  yon  what  we  shall  do  with  those  foar  mnrderers  we  have  and 
the  others  if  we  get  them  t  Bappose  we  try  them  for  morder,  do  yon  not 
believe  that  oar  supreme  coart  will  decide  the  conscription  act  oncon- 
stitational  and  thus  leave  these  men  Justified  in  resisting  its  execution  t 
I  believe  th^  will,  and  tremble  to  think  of  the  consequences  of  sudi  a 
blow  upon  the  cause  of  our  independence.  It  would  demoralise  our 
army  in  the  field  and  bring  first  the  horrors  of  civil  war  to  our  own 
doors  and  then  perhaps  subjugation  to  the  enemy,  which  no  honorable 
man  ought  to  want  to  survive.  I  think  I  know  Judge  Pearson's  opin- 
ion on  &e  conscription  act,  and  I  believe  that  he  is  Just  itching  to  pro- 
nounoe  it  unconstitutioDal.  Suppose  these  men  get  out  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  and  have  it  returned  before  him  and  he  rSeases  them  (which  he 
would  be  bound  to  do  if  he  holds  that  they  were  only  resisting  the  exe- 
cution of  an  unconstitntional  law  with  such  force  as  was  necessaiy  to 
repel  force  fhnn  their  persons),  do  yon  not  believe  it  would  produce 
a  mutiny  in  the  army  of  the  Bappahannock ;  and  if  it  did  not,  how 
would  you  get  another  conscript  to  the  field  or  keep  those  there  who 
have  already  gone,  or  who  could  keep  the  loyal  and  indignant  citisois 
at  home  from  executing  vengeance  on  these  inflamous  murderers  and 
traitors  to  the  country  t  These  are  considerations  which  ahurm  me,  and 
I  would  like  to  know  what  you  think  of  them.  Please  write  to  me,  and 
I  wUl  receive  your  opinion  as  confidentially  as  you  may  desire  and  ask. 
Gould  these  men,  and  ought  they  if  they  could,  be  turned  over  to  the 
Oonfederate  courts  to  be  tried  for  treason?  Gould  the  milita^  author- 
ities, and  ought  they  to,  deal  with  themt  I  hope  you  know  I  am  con- 
servative and  for  the  rights  of  the  citizens  and  the  States,  but  fbr  my 
country  always,  and  for  independence  at  all  haaards. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  F.  AHMFIBLD. 


Hbadqttabtsbs, 
N.  a,  Febrmanf  20, 1863. 
Governor  Yikob,  Raleigh^  N.  0. : 

I  received  your  orders  of  the  9th  instant  directing  the  militia  offlcers 
in  Bobeson,  Gumbeiland,  and  Bichmond  to  turn  over  all  able-bodied  free 
negroes  between  eighteen  and  forty-five.  None  such  have  yet  arrived. 
Bobeson  and  Guml^land  have  heretofore  done  well  and  supplied  much 
free  and  slave  labor.  They  have  certainly  done  their  share.  A  vast 
deal  of  work  is  still  required  here,  and  the  labor  of  400  to  500  negroes 
is  essentifd  to  complete  our  works  as  rapidly  as  possible.  I  respectftilly 
request  ti^t  you  provide  me  with  this  labor  as  soon  as  possible.  Every 
advanti^  must  be  taken  of  the  enerny's  movements  in  other  directions 
to  strengthen  this  place, 
^^^ry  respectftilly, 

w.  a  G.  WHirmG, 

BHgaiiar-OmsruL 
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JliCHMONi),  Va.,  Febr^tary  *J<K  1863. 
Miy.  Gen.  A.  P.  U11.L., 

(Care  of  Oet^eral  E.  B.  Lee :) 

General:  In  reply  to  yonrs  of  tbe  7th  instant,  inqoirnig  as  to  tbt 
Honrce  firom  whence  the  oommissions  for  officers  of  the  North  Oait^na 
State  troops  shoald  issne.  I  am  diiected  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  aaj 
that  the  question  is  before  the  Attorney-General  of  tLe  Confederate 
States  for  decision.  In  the  mean  time  the  right  to  commission  appeam 
in  several  instances  to  have  been  conceded  to  the  Governor  of  North 
Carolina.  There  is  not  much  doubt  that  tiie  decision  of  the  Attorney- 
General  will  be  that  the  Governor  has  the  right  to  appoint,  as  be  has  » 
decided  in  similar  cases  in  other  States. 
Very  tmly.  Ac. 

B.  A.  PALFKBT, 
AeeieUmi  A^tikmi  QmmmL 
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Fbamklin,  JMmayy  21, 1883. 
Hon.  Jamss  a.  Sbddok, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Troops  still  landing  at  Newport  News.  Impression  in  Norf<tt  that 
30,000  arrived,  and  &at  movement  against  Richmond.  All  communi- 
cations with  Bnifolk  cnt  off  evidently  to  conceal  some  movement.  Large 
numbers  of  horses  landed  at  Newport  News  and  wagon  trains  moving 
some  miles  np  the  river. 
Gold  in  New  York  161  and  rising. 

Bill  to  employ  privateers  passed  United  States  Senate.  MeDoogall 
said  war  witii  France  before  tsJL 
Bespeotfnlly, 

BOGBB  A.  PBYOR, 
Briffadier-GfeneraU  OommamMa§. 
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Franklin,  JRcftmary  21, 1883. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Bbddon, 

SMMary  of  Wa/r: 

Two  iieroons,  perfectly  reliable,  whom  I  sent  to  Suffolk  Monday  atd 
who  remained  there  several  days,  satisfy  me  that  former  reports  exag  • 
gerated  the  re-enforoements  in  Soffolk.  The  whole  force  there  cloes  not 
exceed  15,000.    They  are  enrolling  and  organizing  the  negroes. 

Nothing  is  xeyealed  of  the  enemy's  designs  at  Newport  News.  Tht 
force  visible  from  this  side  is  not  very  large,  apparently  15,000  or  20,000. 
OitiseDS  say  a  portion  negro  recmits. 

BOGBB  A.  PBYOB, 
BriQodier'Omi&rdl^  Oammamdimg. 


Sfboial  Ordbrs,  I   Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
No.  44.  )  Eidmondj  Va.^  February  21, 1863. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

XXI.  M^j.  Gen.  G.  E.  Pickett,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Gonfederate 
States,  will  report  without  delay  to  Lieat  Gen.  J.  Longstreet,  command- 
ing Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Garolina. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  commaDd  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JNO.  WITHEBS, 
A$»i$tant  Adfuttmt'Oen0rdL 


War  Department,  O.  8.  A., 

Biehmand^  Va.j  February  22,  1863. 

General  R.  E.  Lee,  Oommandingj  dbo. : 

General  :  I  inclose  a  telegram*  from  General  Pryor,  which  gives  the 
latest  intelligence  I  have  of  the  nambers  of  the  t^nemy  concentrating  at 
irewi)ort  News  and  Saflfolk.  It  a^nrees  substantially  with  the  reports  I 
have  from  scents  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Old  Point  by  General  Ehsey 
and  from  an  intelligent  ofiQcer  jost  exchanged,  who  had  been  allowed 
to  recover  from  his  woands,  received  at  Shaipsburg,  in  Baltimore, 
and  on  his  retorn  was  detained  some  days  at  Fort  Monroe.  He  says 
as  &r  as  he  could  collect  about  25,000  men  had  been  sent  to  Newport 
News,  and  in  addition  some  2^000  or  3,000  were  sent  up  the  York  Biver 
to  Yorktown  and  Gloucester  Point.  They  gave  out  (it  is  said  by  oni 
scouts,  not  by  the  officer)  that  they  are  going  to  Charleston  and  expect 
to  be  commanded  by  Greneral  Burnside.  The  officer  could  ieam  noth- 
ing of  their  designs,  but  from  unmistakable  manifestations  is  satisfied 
great  dissatisfaction  and  demoralization  prevail  and  that  they  extend 
to  many  officers  as  well  as  to  the  men.  He  represents  the  feeling  of  our 
friends  in  Maryland  as  increasing  in  confidence  and  those  of  the  Unionists 
as  sinking  into  despondency.  The  prospects  North  are  certainly  en- 
couraging and  may  lead  to  decisive  results  unless  we  sustain  several 
reverses  m  the  next  few  months.  I  have  no  late  intelligence  of  move- 
ments from  Wilmington  or  Gharleston.  I  still  expect  an  attack  in  great 
force  on  Charleston,  but  cannot  understand  the  causes  of  delay  in  mak- 
ing it.     Some  controversy  about  rank  between  the  commanders  may 

*  Pkobahly  that  of  FBhraat/  SI. 
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perhaps  aflbrd  the  explanation ;  bnt  I  think  it  more  likely  that  it  has 
lesnlted  i^m  the  dissatisfAtion  of  the  troops  recently  sent  South  at 
finding  themselves  associated  with  negro  regiments.  A  brief  period 
mast,  however,  afford  a  solution.  Pickett^s  and  Hood's  divisioiis  have 
passed  through,  and  their  general  appearance,  spirit,  and  cheerfulness 
afforded  great  satisfaction.  General  Longstreet  is  here,  and  under  his 
able  guidance  of  such  troops  no  one  entertains  a  doubt  as  to  the  entire 
safely  of  ttie  capital. 

With  great  esteem,  cordially,  yours, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seoreiarff  of  War. 


GOLDSBOBOUOH,  N.  0.,  Aftmofy  23, 1863. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Seoretarp  of  WoTj  v.  8.  A. : 

Will  you  permit  me  to  give  a  frank  statement  of  the  condition  of 
things  in  this  district  and  hear  a  few  suggestions  made  with  the  utmost 
d^erencef  Wilmington  is  the  point  of  great  importance,  and  Fort 
Oaswell,  a  small:,  antiquated  structure,  is  the  key  to  the  position*  It  is 
of  brick,  without  casemates,  and  has  in  its  limited  area  a  large  brick 
building  covered  with  slate.  It  is  easy  to  see  that  a  concentrated  fire 
would  be  most  murderous  to  the  garrison.  No  work  seems  to  have  been 
done  there  until  the  arrival  of  General  Whiting.  He  has  casemated 
the  guns  beuing  on  the  sea  and  has  just  begun  oasemating  tiiose  on 
the  race  bearing  on  the  inner  channel.  He  is  also  raising  the  parapet 
on  the  harbor  front  so  that  an  iron-clad,  having  run  into  the  channel, 
cannot  have  a  reverse  fire  on  the  water  front.  This  work  will  be  com- 
pleted in  two  or  t^ree  weeks.  Should  an  attack  be  made  earlier  the 
fort  must  fall,  or  at  least  the  destruction  of  life  would  be  very  great  in 
it.  But  even  when  the  work  is  done  the  caliber  of  the  guns  is  so  light 
that  vessels  might  run  past  with  but  little  risk.  I  most  earnestly  ask 
to  be  furnished  with  an  8-inch,  a  10-inch,  and  an  11-inoh  gun.  The 
works  around  Wilmington  to  resist  a  land  attack  are  too  slight.  It  is 
difficult  to  imagine  what  the  troops  employed  themselves  at  for  the  last 
two  years.  I  feel  concerned  about  Wilmington.  The  Yankees  seem  to 
have  become  alarmed  at  the  magnitude  of  the  task  before  them  at 
Gharleston  and  may  first  try  their  hand  at  Wilmington  by  way  of  en- 
eouraging  their  troops,  just  as  they  captured  Arkansas  Post  to  ^  up 
heart  for  Yicksburg ;  or  it  may  be  that  they  will  attack  Wilmington 
affcer  the  fall  of  Charleston  or  the  failure  there.  In  the  first  case,  in- 
spirited by  success,  the  attack  would  be  with  enthusiasm ;  in  the  latter 
case  it  would  be  to  cover  the  mortification  of  failure  and  disgrace.  1^ 
either  event  of  success  or  reverse  at  Gharleston  we  may  oonfidentiiy  ex 
pect  a  fight  at  Wilmington ;  and  as  the  enemy  believe  Wilmington  to 
be  the  weakest  of  the  three  points  threatened  he  may  begin  with  it  in 
order  to  remove  the  demoralization  of  the  troops.  I  fear  that  we  can- 
not make  a  successful  resistance  without  more  guns  of  heavy  caliber. 
As  soon  as  the  movement  begins  at  Gharleston  I  want  to  threaten  New 
Berne,  Washington,  and  Plymouth,  and  possibly  Morehead  City,  in 
order  to  keep  Hunter  from  getting  re-enforcements  from  this  State; 
but  I  cannot  make  the  propo^  expeditions  without  at  least  one  more 
brigade.  The  works  at  Einston  are  unfortunately  on  the  wrong  side  of 
the  river,  and  can  only  be  hdd  by  a  brigade.  Gk>ldsborough  needs  ftdly 
a  brigade  for  its  protection,  as  it  has  no  works  at  all  except  a  bridge* 
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head.  I  have  now  in  the  department  only  tbe  infantry  brigades  of 
Brans,  Petdgrew,  and  Daniel,  and  the  wonderi'olly  inefficient  brigade 
cf  Robertson*  With  one  more  brigade  I  could  harass  the  enemy,  de- 
tain bis  troops  in  this  State^  possibly  force  him  to  send  others  here; 
oonld  bring  oat  a  vast  qnantiiy  of  bacon,  pork,  and  com  from  the  coun- 
ties on  the  coast,  and  could  increase  our  ranks  by  numerous  conscripts. 
The  department  commissary — an  energetic  and  efficient  officer— tells 
me  that  the  western  part  of  the  State  is  exhausted,  and  unless  he  can 
draw  from  the  east  he  will  soon  be  unable  to  supply  the  troops.  There 
ore  millions  of  pounds  of  bacon  in  Hyde  and  Tyrrell  which  can  be 
brought  out  with  a  proper  force,  and  the  question  of  supply  is  getting 
to  be  a  very  alarming  one.  The  troops  on  the  Bappahannock  must  be 
inactive  for  some  time  and  could  be  well  employed  here.  There  is  still 
another  view  of  it,  which  is  important  in  its  future  bearing :  The  plant- 
ers on  the  Keuse,  Tar.  and  Boanoke  have  sent  large  numbers  of  negroes 
into  the  interior  and  do  not  propose  to  raise  a  crop  for  another  year. 
Hie  Gonfederaoy  cannot  afford  to  lose  thc'planting  interest,  and  a  bri- 
eve judiciously  disposed  would  afford  such  protection  as  is  necessary 
to  secure  confidence  and  encourage  the  fleunners  to  plant.  I  learn  that 
Hampton  is  now  idle  at  GordonsviUe,  recruiting  his  horses.  He  would 
find  more  forage  in  Beaufort,  Washington,  and  Hyde  than  in  the  whole 
of  Yijrginia,  and  he  would  protect  tbe  planting  interest.  Such  a  man 
as  Hampton  is  much  needed  here :  but  if  a  brigade  is  needed  at  (Gor- 
donsviUe could  not  Bobertson,  witn  his  rangers,  who  are  not  partisans, 
be  swapped  for  Hampton  t  If  the  latter  were  in  this  State  the  Yan- 
kees would  hug  their  gunboats  everywhere.  To  sum  up  the  whole  mat- 
ter :  We  need  more  heavy  guns  at  Wilmington ;  we  need  another  bri- 
«de  of  injQMitry  to  harass  the  Yankees,  to  detain  their  troops  from 
Charleston,  to  protect  the  planting  interest  in  the  rich  counties  of  the 
east,  and  to  bxing  out  supplies  and  conscripts ;  we  need  an  efficient 
brigade  of  cavalry  to  keep  tiie  Yankees  close  shut  up  in  their  fortifica- 
tions. 

I  hope  that  you  have  had  the  patience  to  read  this  long  letter,  and 
that  the  suggestions  will  receive  your  consideration.  Whatever  weight 
you  may  attach  to  them  I  am  so  impressed  with  them  myself  that  I 
could  not  feel  satisfied  nhtil  I  had  communicated  them. 

Witii  great  respect,  

D.  H.  HILL, 
Mafar-Omerdl. 

Febbuaby  27, 1803. 
BespectftiUy  referred  to  the  President. 

These  views  strike  me  as  sensible  and  timely.  Would  it  not  be  well 
to  order  another  brigade!  Perhaps  with  *Gheneral  Longstreet^s  force 
where  it  now  is  Qeia&nl  Colston's  brigade  might  be  spared  fix>m  Peters- 
boig. 

J.  A.  S.. 
Secretary  of  War. 

The  brigade  now  being  removed  from  Ooldsborough  to  a  point  on  the 
railnMd  Crom  Petersburg  to  Suffolk  would,  with  the  least  derangement 
to  organization,  serve  the  first  purpose.  I  proposed  some  time  since  the 
proposed  disposition  of  Hampton's  brigade  to  General  Lee,  but  he  dis- 
sented. It  may  be  that  the  views  of  General  Hill  will  prevail  over  his 
ol||eoti€QS.    It  is  pioper  to  add  that  that  brigade  is  idle  beoMise  the 
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/tones  an)  oniit  fur  iniiucdiate  service.  I  have  niieitained  tke  opiiik» . 
ezpreased  as  to  an  attack  on  Wilmington^  and  therefove  my  leeommea- 
dation  for  an  inarease  of  heavy  gnns,  eapedaDy  at  ¥mt  Fiaher.  I  am 
glad  to  see  that  General  Hill's  attention  is  directed  to  procoring  majpfHiem 
from  Eastern  North  Carolina  and  to  promoting  the  cnlti  vation  of  the  next 
crop.  His  views  are  generally  approved,  and  he  should  by  all  piadi- 
cable  means  be  aided  and  enconraged  to  exeente  them.  QeuenU  Long- 
street  can  take  care  of  the  routes  to  and  from  SnffcA  by  detachraentu 
from  his  command* 

J.  D. 

HlBADQUABTBRSy 

WUm^ngtoHj  N.  0.y  Ftbruairy  23^  1863L 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  Wair^  BMim4md^  Va. : 

Sib:  The  iiiadeqnacy  of  the  armament  for  the  defense  o'  this  impor- 
tant district  has  been  fi^uently  set  forth.  The  nrgenr  necessities  of 
other  positions  threatened  by  the  enemy  have  divided  many  of  the  req- 
uisitions intended  for  this  place,  and  I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficult 
of  procuring  in  the  present  state  of  our  resources  a  sufficiency  of  guns 
of  heavy  caliber;  but  in  the  mean  time  can  you  not  give  me  a  battery  ci 
30  or  20  pounder  Parrotts  for  the  river  defenses  f  They  would  be  ci 
great  service  here,  and  their  mobility  would  add  to  their  efflcien<^.  I 
beg  also  that,  as  soon  as  possible,  three  10-inoh  columbiads  and  three 
7-inch  rifles  may  be  sent  me.  These  guns  are  absolutely  necossaiy  to 
defend  the  outer  harbor,  the  point  of  all  others  we  must  endeavor  to 
keep. 

Very  respectftdly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 


[Fbbbuabt  24, 1803.— For  D.  H.  Hill  to  Beauregard,  and  reply  of 
March  1,  see  Series  I,  YoL  XIV,  pp.  788,  708.] 


Kbnt  Goubt-Houbb, 

iUnfOfy  24^1883. 
Capt.  J.  H.  PsABOB, 

Assistant  AdjutanU-Oeneral : 

Captain  :  I  deem  it  proper  to  report  that  a  deserter  from  the  Yankee 
forces,  who  has  just  been  sent  in  by  Captain  Hill,  reports  that  thero  aro 
some  0,000  troops  at  Yorktown  and  that  fresh  troops  are  constantly 
being  landed  there.  This  deserter  seems  to  have  passed  the  cavalry 
pickets  and  fallen  in  with  some  of  Captain  Hill's  men.  It  is  proper  for 
me  also  to  report  that  there  are  four  cases  of  small-pox  in  Captain  HilFs 
company,  who  have  been  placed  in  hospital  near  Barhamsvfile. 

B.  T.  W.  DUKB. 

CeianeL 


Bespectiidly  forwarded  to  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Bhs^  for  his  information. 

HBNBY  A.  WI8B, 


CiAP.  ZXX.]         OOBBB8POMDENQE,  ETC.— CONFEDERATE.  8^3 

ASHBYILLB,  N.  O.,  I^ebruary  24,  L8aa. 
[Hon.  Z^BVhOV  B.  Yanob:] 

Ck>YEBNQB :  In  obedience  to  your  directions  so  to  do,  I  have  made 
Inquiries  and  gathered  facts  sacb  as  I  conld  in  reference  to  the  shooting 
of  certain  prisoners  in  Laurel  Creek,  in  Madison  County.  I  have  to 
report  to  you  that  I  learned  that  the  militia  troops  had  nothing  to  do 
with  what  was  done  in  Laurel.  Thirteen  prisoners,  at  least,  were  kiUed 
by  order  of  Lieut  Col.  J.  A.  Keith.  Most  of  them  were  taken  at  their 
homeSy  and  none  of  them  made  resistance  when  taken:  perhaps  some 
of  them  ran.  After  they  were  taken  prisoners  the  solaiers  took  them 
off  to  a  secluded  place,  made  them  kneel  down,  and  shot  tliem.  They 
were  buried  in  a  trench  dug  for  the  purpose.  Some  two  weeks  since 
their  bodies  were  removed  to  a  grave-yanl.  I  learned  that  probably  8 
of  the  13  killed  were  not  in  the  company  that  robbed  Marshall  and  other 
places.  I  suppose  they  were  shot  on  suspicion.  1  cannot  ^  vn  the 
names  of  the  soldiers  who  shot  them.  Some  of  them  shrauA  from  the 
barbarous  and  brutal  transaction  at  first,  but  were  compelled  to  act. 
This  is  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  killed :  Elison  King  (desperate  man) ; 
Jo  Woods  (desperate  man);  Will  Sheltou,  twenty  years  old  fof  Pi^); 
Aronnata  Shelton,  fourteen  years  old  (was  not  at  Marshall) ;  James 
Shelton  (old  Jim),  about  fifty-six  years  old ;  James  Shelton,  jr.,  seven- 
teen years  old ;  David  Shelton,  thirteen  years  old  (was  not  in  the  raid) ; 
James  Madcap,  forty  years  old  -,  Bod  Sheltott  (Stob  Kod) ;  David  Shdton 

g~  irother  of  Stob  Bod) ;  Joseph  Oleandon,  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  old ; 
eleu  Moore,  twenty -five  or  thirty  years  old ;  Wade  Moore,  twenty  or 
twenty^-flve  years  old.  It  is  said  that  those  whose  names  I  have  so 
marked  did  not  go  to  Marshall.  The  prisoners  were  captured  on  one 
Friday  and  killed  the  next  Monday.  Several  women  were  severely 
whipped  and  topes  were  tied  around  their  necks.  It  is  said  CoL  L.  M. 
AHm  was  not  in  command  and  t^iat  Keith  commanded.  Four  pris- 
oners are  now  in  jail,  sent  here,  as  I  learned,  by  order  of  General  Davis. 
These  are  Sipus  Shelton,  Isaac  Shelton,  William  Morton,  and  David 
Shelton,  son  of  Sipus.  I  think  the  facts  stated  are  about  true.  One 
thing  is  certain,  13  prisoners  were  shot  without  tanal  or  any  hearing 
whatever  and  in  the  most  cruel  manner.  I  have  no  means  of  comi)ell- 
ing  witnesses  to  disdose  facts  to  me,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  be 
able  to  make  a  fuller  report  to  Your  Excellency  at  any  early  day.  I 
hope  these  taiois  will  enable  you  to  take  such  steps  as  will  result  in  a 
more  satisfoctory  development  of  the  true  state  oi  the  matter. 
I  am,  &0.,  yours,  truly, 

A.  S.  MEBBIMON. 


GoLDBBOBOTTGH,  N.  C,  February  25|  18d3. 
[General  Whitiko:] 

GsiraBAi.:  I  have- written  to  the  Secretary  of  War  in  reference  to 
heavier  armament  at  Wilmington.  A  letter  £^m  you  to  me  on  the  same 
subject,  to  be  forwarded  to  him,  might  be  of  service.  In  the  mean  time 
it  seems  to  me  that  your  channel  front  at  Caswell  ought  to  be  strength- 
ened by  the  columbiads  near  town.  The  exterior  works  should  first  be 
cared  for.  Bansom's  men  ought  to  be  employed  in  thickening  the  cur- 
tains and  completing  the  circle  around  town.  Evans,  too,  should  be  at 
work  at  Sudberry  in  making  that  position  impregnable.  I  do  not  feel 
satisfied  that  the  Yankees  will  not  return  to  Wilmington.  They  seem 
to  be  demoralized  at  Charleston,  and  may  try  the  smaller  job  by  way  of 
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enoociragiiig  their  men,  jnst  as  they  reduced  Arkimflas  Poet  to  get  ap 
heart  for  Yicksborg.    At  any  rate,  we  oaght  to  spare  no  eflfort  and  loee 
no  time  in  getting  ready.    I  have  referred  the  matter  of  Oogdell's  com- 
pany to  General  Danied. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Majar-GlmeraL 

HBADQUABTBBSy 

Ooldtbormtghj  N.  0^  Ftbrmary  25, 1863. 

The  undersigned  has  been  placed  in  charge  of  the  troops  in  North 
Carolina.  In  assuming  command  he  would  address  a  few  words  of  ex- 
hortation to  his  forces : 

Soldiers  I  Your  brutal  and  malignant  enemy  is  putting  forth,  efforts 
unexampled  in  the  history  of  the  world.  Having  failed  to  subjugate 
yon,  he  is  maddened  with  the  thirst  for  vengeance,  and  is  pushing  for- 
waid  his  foreign  meroenaries  to  plunder  your  property  and  lay  waste 
yonr  homes.  But  his  marauding  hosts  have  been  so  often  beaten  and 
baffled  that  they  are  now  discouraged  and  demoralized.  Should  you  be 
able  to  check  them  everywhere  for  the  next  sixty  days  the  300,000  whose 
time  expires  in  May  will  not  re-enlist,  and  the  war  will  end  before  July. 
Should  the  scoundrels,  however,  gain  a  single  substantial  success  at  any 
one  point  the  war  will  be  prolonged  during  the  entire  administration 
of  Lhicoln.  It  becomes  a  solemn  duty  then  to  labor  and  fight  during 
the  next  two  months  as  we  have  never  done  before.  We  must  make 
the  war  unpopular  with  the  mercenary  vandals  of  the  North  by  harass- 
ing and  annoying  them.  We  must  cut  down  to  6  feet  by  2  the  dimen- 
sions of  the  &rms  which  these  plunderers  propose  to  appropriate.  You 
win  have  to  endure  more  hardships  and  to  fight  more  desperate  battles 
than  yon  would  have  done  were  your  ranks  properly  filled.  Our  dties, 
towns,  and  villages  are  fhll  of  young  and  able-bodied  skulkers,  wear 
ing  the  semblance  of  men,  who  have  dodged  from  the  battle-field  under 
the  provisions  of  the  exemption  bUl.  The  scorn  of  the  Mr  sex  and  the 
contempt  of  aU  honorable  men  have  not  been  able  to  drive  these  cow- 
ardly miscreants  into  the  ranks,  so  long  as  they  can  flatten  upon  tiie 
mtBcries  of  the  country  and  shelter  their  worthless  carcasses  firom  Yan- 
kee bullets ;  but  they  are  insensible  to  shame.  But  a  day  of  retribu- 
tion awaits  these  abortions  of  humanity.  Their  own  descendants 
will  execrate  their  memory  when  the  finger  of  scorn  is  pointed  and  the 
taunt  is  uttered,  ^<  He  is  the  son,  or  grandson,  or  great-grandson  of  an 
exempt  and  extortioner."  Do  your  &1  duty,  soldiers,  and  leave  these 
poltroons  and  villains  to  the  execration  of  posterity. 

All  commanding  officers  are  hereby  ei^joined  to  furnish  the  names  of 
officers  and  men  who  distinguish  themselves  in  pitched  battles  and  skir- 
mishes. Those  so  distinguishing  themselves  will  be  recommended  for 
promotion  and  their  names  published  in  the  principal  papers  of  t^eir 
respective  States. 

The  infantry  have  to  bear  the  brunt  of  every  battle  and  to  endure 
special  hardships  in  every  camptaign.  The  postofdangerandof  suffering 
is  the  post  of  honor.  If  our  liberty  be  ever  won  it  will  be  due  mainly 
to  the  indomitable  pluck  and  sturdy  endurance  of  our  heroic  infiMitry. 

The  Gonfaderate  artillery  has  behaved  most  nobly,  and  the  wonder  is 
that  with  inferior  gnus  and  ammunition  it  has  been  able  to  cope  suc- 
cessfully with  the  splendid  armament  of  the  enemy.  It  has  been  a  mis- 
take, however,  to  contend  with  the  Yankee  artillery.  Beserve  your 
five,  as  at  Fredericksburg,  for  the  masses  of  infimtry,  and  do  not  with 
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draw  your  gmui  jnrt  when  thqr  >n  beooming  efliMtive.  It  is  gloiions 
to  loee  ^oiui  by  fighting  than  to  the  last;  it  is  disgraoeful  to  save  them 
by  letiimg  early  firom  the  fight. 

The  cavaliy  eonstitiite  the  eyes  and  ears  of  the  arm  v.  The  safety  of 
the  entire  command  dei)ends  npon  their  yigilanoe  and  the  fjedthftilness 
of  their  reports.  The  officers  and  men  who  permit  themselves  to  be 
sorprised  deserve  to  die,  and  the  commanding  general  will  spare  no 
efforts  to  secure  them  tiieir  deserts.  Almost  equally  criminal  are  the 
scouts  who  through  fright  bring  in  wild  and  sensational  reports.  They 
will  be  court-martialed  for  cowardice.  Many  opportunities  will  be 
afforded  to  the  cavalry  to  harass  the  enemy,  cut  off  his  supplies,  drive 
in  his  pickets,  &c.  Those  who  have  never  been  in  battle  will  tnns  be 
enabled  to  eiyoy  the  novel  sensation  of  listening  to  the  sound  of  hostile 
shot  and  shell,  and  those  who  have  listened  a  great  way  off  will  be 
allowed  to  come  some  miles  nearer,  and  compare  the  sensation  caused 
by  the  distant  cannonade  with  that  produced  by  the  rattle  of  mus- 
ketry. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

OmeraL 


State  of  Nobth  Oabolxna,  Bsbotttivb  Dbpabthent, 

BaUighj  N.  0.,  February  25, 1803. 

Hon.  JAJfSB  A.  SSDDON, 

Secretary  of  War  : 

Bib  :  I  had  the  honor  some  three  weeks  or  a  month  ago  to  address 
you  lespectfhlly,  asking  the  removal  of  a  lot  of  broken^lown  cavalry 
horses  from  the  northwestern  counties  of  this  State,  of  General  Jei^dns' 
command,  which  were  devouring  the  substance  of  a  people  threatened 
with  flEunine.  I  have  not  had  the  pleasure  of  receiving  a  reply  to  that 
letter.  I  beff  leave  to  inform  you  that  their  depredations  are  stUl  con- 
tinued and  that  they  have  become  not  only  a  nuisance  but  a  tcffror  to 
the  community,  and  to  inclose  you  a  letter*  from  Colonel  Forfaier.  of 
Sevttity-third  rTorth  Carolina  Militia,  giving  evidence  of  their  behavior. 
With  every  possible  disposition  to  aid  in  the  support  of  the  armyi  I 
have  the  strongest  reasons  conceivable— the  exist^ce  of  my  own  peo- 
ple—for declining  to  permit  those  horses  to  remain  in  that  section  of 
the  State.  When  the  question  of  starvation  is  narrowed  down  to  women 
and  children  on  the  one  side  and  some  worthless  cavalry  horses  on  the 
other  I  can  have  no  difficulty  in  making  a  choice.  Unless  they  are  re- 
moved soon  I  shall  be  under  the  painful  necessity  of  calling  out  the 
militia  of  acUoiuing  counties  and  driving  them  from  the  State.  I  hope, 
however,  to  be  spared  such  a  proceeding. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YAKOB. 

BiOHMONB,  Ya.,  FOMTuary  25, 1863. 

Uent.  Gen.  Jambs  Lomgstbbbt, 

Petersburg  J  Va.: 

Tou  are,  by  special  orders,  this  day  assigned  to  the  command  of  the 
department  recently  made  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Maj.  Gen.  G. 
W.Smith. 

S.  COOPER, 
AifjuUmi  and  Inapeetar  Chmeral 
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HXADQUABTBB8,  JMnfory  26, 1883b 
General  B.  E.  Lbb,  Frederiek$hwrgj  Va. : 
The  following  is  Just  from  General  Pryor: 

Scouts  Jnst  in  report  arriyak  of  traooportB  dail^.    Number  now  eetimated  at  50,000. 
Gradually  moying  np  the  river.    Persona  from  Norfolk  report  Hooker  at  Fort  Monioe. 

My  scout  reports  the  force  at  Newport  News  at  40,000  or  50,000,  bat 
has  none  of  the  other  items. 

JAMEB  LONGSTBEET, 

LieutetuuU-CteieraL 


HDQRB.  DBPT.  of  YlBaiNIA  AND  NOBTH  GABOUNA, 

Petersburgj  Fa.,  February  26, 1863. 

In  obedience  to  aathorily  fix>m  the  War  Department  the  nnderaigneL 
hereby  assames  command  of  this  department.  Department  headqoar- 
ters  are  for  the  present  established  at  this  point,  to  which  all  reports 
will  be  directed.  The  following-named  officers  are  announced  as  com- 
posing the  general  staff,  and  will  be  obeyed  and  resi>ected  accordingly: 
M%i.  G.  M.  Sorrel,  assistant  ac^utant-generalj  M%j.  Hiomas  J.  Gt>ree 
and  Lieut.  B.  W.  Blackwell,  aides-de-camp ;  Ms^s.  J.  W.  Fairfkx  and  O. 
Latrobe,  inspectors-general;  M%i.  S.  P.  Mitchell,  chief  quartermaster; 
M%j.  B.  J.  Moses,  cMef  commissary  of  subsistence:  Mfg.  Thomas  Wal- 
ton, commissary  of  subsistence ;  Lieut.  Ool.  P.  T.  Manning,  chief  of 
ordnance ;  Surg.  J.  S.  D.  Oullen,  medical  director ;  Surg.  R  Barksdale, 
medical  inspector :  Gol.  J.  B.  Walton,  chief  of  artillery ;  Gapt.  J.  H. 
Manning,  signal  officer. 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
LieutenanPQeneralj  Oamma$utmg. 


HSADQUABTBBS, 

WUminfftan^  N.  0.,  jPafrrifory  27, 1863. 
If  aj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ooldsh&roughj  N.  (7. : 

My  Dbab  Gbnbbal:  I  have  sent  one  10-inch  columbiad  to  Fort 
Daswell.  I  may  also  send  the  one  now  mounted  at  the  city.  I  wrote 
k>  the  Secretary  some  days  since  with  regard  to  armament.  They  are 
10  doubt  frdly  aware  of  the  necessities  of  this  place,  whidi  I  have  eam- 
istly  ehdeavored  to  set  forth  ever  since  I  was  assigned  to  this  command. 
Please  write  to  the  Governor  and  urge  the  speedy  sending  here  of  500 
)r  600  negroes.  I  have  spoken  and  written  to  him  about  it^  I  have 
uoved  Evans'  brignde  to  camp  near  Ma«onborough.  Faison's  regi- 
nent,  of  Bansom's  [brigade],  occupies  Harrison's  lines  at  Sudbeny'b, 
iknd  another  regiment  Stevens'  lines  on  northeast.  The  remaining  three 
regiments  are  south  of  the  city,  outside  the  Greenfield  Pond.  I  send 
you  a  letter*  from  my  man  Sharp,  whom  J.  keep  in  front  as  my  << cav- 
alry." It  contains  some  interesting  information.  Evans  had  an  under- 
ground communication  with  New  Berne.  I  presume  Daniel  may  have 
the  same.  There  was  a  battery  of  four  20-pounder  Parrotts  at  €k>lds- 
borough,  for  which,  or  a  similar  one.  I  applied.  It  would  make  a  for- 
midable addition  to  our  means  of  defense,  especially  on  the  river,  from 
its  mobility.  I  do  not  know  whether  you  have  it  now  or  not.  It  was 
General  Smith's  intention  to  send  it  to  me. 
Very  respectfhlly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-Omeral 

*  Not  foimd. 
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WiLMmOKTON,  N.  G.y  Fdmiorff  27, 1803. 
Hon.  Jakes  A.  Sbbbom, 

/Secretary  of  War^  Eiehmandy  To.; 

Sib  :  I  think  it  nece88ai*y  in  the  present  aspect  of  matters  on  this 
eo<i8t  to  have  anothar  bngade.  It  should  be  placed  in  Branswick 
County.  If  the  attack  shoold  be  made  definitely  on  Charleston  it  can 
l>e  readily  thrown  to  re*enforce  General  Beauregard.  With  it  should 
be  sent  a  battery  of  long-range  guns.  The  field  batteries  in  my  com- 
mand are  very  indi£ferent,  being  mostly  G-pounders,  smooth,  and  12- 
pounder  howitzers.  A  cavalry  force  in  Brunswick  would  also  be  of 
great  service.  It  is  reported  that  the  enemy  make  boat  expeditions 
about  the  inlets  (Shallotte  and  Little  Biver),  to  attack  the  steamers 
mnning  the  blockade.  They  are  armed  with  the  Dahlgren  boat  how- 
itzer, and  it  is  said  some  of  these  have  captured  the  Wave  Queen,  with 
a  very  valuable  cargo  of  saltpeter  and  powder.  I  am  not  certain  of  the 
truth  of  this  for  I  do  not  see  how  row-boats  can  take  a  steamer  at  sea; 
bat  it  may  be  so.  Foster  has  certainly  left  New  Berne  on  his  way  from 
Washington  to  Port  Boyal.  I  have  information  that  he  impressed  and 
carried  with  him  all  the  pilots  he  could  get  in  Beaufort,  N.  0.,  fiamiliar 
with  the  North  Garolina  coast.  This  is  ominous,  and  the  design  may 
be  that,  having  failed  to  surprise  Charleston,  they  may  attempt  this  as 
the  weakest  place,  as  after  their  Yicksburg  failure  they  went  to  Arkan- 
sas Post.  The  moment  any  heavy  guns  can  be  sent  me  I  hope  they 
will  be  forwarded  with  dispatch.    My  armament  is  sadly  inadequate. 

Very  respectfhlly,  

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  Oen/eroL 

STATB  of  NOBTH  OABOLnVA,  BXBOUTITB  DBPABTMBNT, 

Baleighj  N.  0.,  Februarff  21, 1863. 

Brigadier-Gtoeral  Davis,  KnaamUej  Tenn. : 

Gbnbbal:  In  my  last  letter  to  you  I  referred  to  a  report  that  a  number 
of  prisoners  taken  on  Laurel  had  been  shot  in  cold  blood,  and  expressed 
the  hope  it  might  not  prove  true.  I  fear,  however,  that  it  is  even  worse 
than  was  first  reported.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  your  attention  to  the  copy 
inclosed  of  a  part  of  a  letter*  from  A.  S.  Merrimon,  esq.,  attorney  for  the 
State  in  that  district,  and  to  respectfully  request  you  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  truth  of  the  statements  within,  with  a  view  to  proceedings 
against  the  guilty  parties.  While  expressing  again  my  thanks  for  the 
prompt  aid  rendered  by  your  command  in  quieting  the  troubles  in  that 
region,  I  cannot  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  duty  to  pass  by  in  silence 
sudi  cruel  and  barbarous  conduct  as  is  alleged  to  have  characterized  a 
portion  of  t^em,  and  more  especially  as  the  officers  mentioned  are  citi- 
zens of  this  State. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANOB. 


Statb  of  Nobth  Oabolina,  Exeouttvb  Dbpabtmbnt., 

Raleigh,  K.  0.,  February  28, 1863. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon,  Secretary  of  War: 

Sib  :  Some  six  months  since  a  disturbance  occurred  in  Madison  County, 
North  Carolina,  near  the  Tennessee  border,  by  some  disloyal  persons  oap- 

*  Bee  p.  881 ;  see  also  p.  883. 
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Coxing  the  little  county  town  and  seizing  a  lot  of  salt  and  other  plunder. 
An  armed  force  was  promptly  sent  from  Eajozville,  nnder  oonunand  of 
General  Davis,  to  suppress  the  insurrection,  which  was  accomplished 
before  the  local  militia  conld  get  there,  thoagh  ordered  ont  immediately. 
Bat  in  doing  so  a  degree  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  was  displayed,  shock- 
ing and  outntgeous  in  the  extreme,  on  the  part  of  Lieut.  Gol.  J.  A.  Keith, 
Sixt^-fourth  ]Morth  Carolina  Troops,  who  seems  to  have  been  in  com- 
mand, and  to  have  acted  in  this  respect  without  orders  from  his  superiors, 
so  fiur  as  I  can  learn.  I  beg  leave  to  ask  you  to  read  the  inclosed  letter* 
(copy)  from  A.  S.  Merrimon,  State's  attorney  for  that  judicial  district, 
whidi  you  will  see  discloses  a  scene  of  horror  disgracefal  to  civilization. 
I  desire  you  to  have  proceedings  instituted  at  once  against  this  officer, 
who,  if  the  half  be  true,  is  a  disgrace  to  the  service  and  to  North  Oaro- 
lina.  You  may  depend  upon  the  respectability  and  fairness  of  Mr.  Mer- 
rimon, who  made  an  investigation  officially  by  my  order.  I  have  also 
written  General  Davis. 

Very  respectftdlyi  your  obedient  servant^ 

Z.  B.  YANOB. 


HBADQUABTKB8, 

PeUrAwrg^  Fa.,  Fdfmary  28^  186S. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hell, 

OiMi^Hmmgkf  N.  0.  : 

Gbnbsal  :  From  the  reports  that  we  have  of  the  enemy's  strength  at 
and  near  Kew  Berne  it  would  seem  practicable  for  us  to  concentrate  from 
Wilmington  and  your  forces  and  cut  the  New  Berne  garrison  off  from 
the  sea-coast.  Please  have  this  in  your  mind  and  collect  such  hiforma- 
tion  on  the  subject  as  may  be  usefril,  and  at  the  same  time  make  such 
oUier  arrangements  for  such  an  expedition  as  may  be  necessary,  but  let 
no  one  know  that  you  have  anything  of  the  kind  in  view.  We  diould 
make  every  effort  to  get  supplies  fi*om  the  counties  near  the  enemy's 
position.  I  hope  that  you  will  collect  all  information  upon  the  suljeot 
of  supplies  also.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  make  you  a  visit  soon,  but  hope 
that  you  will  send  me  all  the  information  in  the  mean  time.  Tne  cava^ 
was  ordered  to  Bertie  for  the  purpose  of  getting  supplies  as  much  as  for 
any  other  purpose.  If  the  cavalry  is  particularly  important  where  it  ia 
it  can  remain  for  the  present.  Pickett's  and  Hood's  divisions,  of  my 
corps,  are  here.  The  enemy  is  reported  quite  strong  at  Newport  News, 
but  no  present  indications  of  active  operations. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

L%eutena%t'€^mieraL 


Headquabtsbs, 
FrederiekBburg^  Fa.,  Fetmarg  28, 1868. 

lieut.  Gen.  Jambs  Lonobtbeet, 

Oammanding  JHorih  Carolina  Department: 

Gbnbral:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  24th  f  and  dispatch  of 
25th.t  I  have  as  yet  beard  of  but  three  army  corps  of  General  Hooker's 
army  descending  the  Potomac  A  scout  who  has  been  on  the  river  for 
Uie  last  ten  days  reports  on  the  26th  that  everything  has  been  quiet  on 
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the  Potomao  daring  the  past  week,  only  two  or  three  steamers  pass- 
ing up  and  down  daring  the  day.  Nameroas  sail  vessels  with  large 
amoant  of  hay  descended.  From  the  nambw  and  size  of  transports  he 
estimates  that  from  15,000  to  20,000  troops  have  descended  the  river 
since  the  9th.  The  army  in  front  of  us  is  still  very  strong,  compactly 
located  along  the  railroad  from  Falmouth  to  Aqnia,  with  cavalry  on 
either  flauk,  extending  from  river  to  river.  It  is  now  so  difficult  to  get 
in  or  out  of  his  lines  that  I  had  to  send  Fi  jz  Lee's  cavalry  to  force  an 
entrance.  With  400  men  he  broke  through  5  miles  north  of  Falmouth, 
foand  them  in  strong  force,  fell  upon  their  camps,  and  brought  off  150 
prisoners,  including  5  commissioned  and  10  non-commissioned  officers. 

M%|or  Moses  took  his  departure  yesterday. 

1  will  give  directions  about  Hood's  guns,  if  they  have  not  gone. 

Make  them  take  care  of  all  the  horses. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

R  B.  LBB, 

GenerdL 


flEADQUABTEBS, 

WUmimffton,  If.  0.,  February  28, 1863. 
Hon.  Jahes  a.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  Biehnumdj  Va, : 

Sib  :  The  chief  object  I  propose  to  gain  in  my  application  for  a  bat- 
tery of  dO-pounder  or  20-pounder  Parrotts  and  for  a  brigade  to  occupy 
JBrunswick  Gounty  is  to  strengthen  Fort  Caswell,  always  the  weakest 
point  in  the  system  of  defenses  here.  Its  inherent  weakness,  that  is  due 
to  its  construction  and  armament,  I  am  endeavoring  to  overcome  by  in- 
creasing its  defenses  and  its  armament  as  fast  as  our  means  will  jiermit. 
A  memoir  detailing  the  design  and  process  of  these  works  will  be 
shortly  submitted  for  year  information.  But  its  isolated  position,  cut 
off  as  it  is  from  relief  fix>m  the  mainland,  renders  necessary  the  establish- 
ment of  interior  positions  to  arrest,  at  any  rate  materially  to  delay,  the 
advance  of  the  enemy  beyond  gaining  an  entrance,  supposing  him  to 
succeed  in  reducing  the  fort.  For  this  purpose,  in  addition  to  the  very 
few  guns  I  am  able  to  command  for  permanent  location  on  the  Smith ville 
Bluff,  there  are  no  better  means  than  those  proposed — a  good  battery  of 
four  or  six  Parrotts,  supported  by  a  column  of  troops  able  to  make  a 
formidable  resistance  to  an  attempt  at  lodgment  on  the  main.  Such  an 
attempt  would  undoubtedly  be  the  first  object  of  the  enemy  should  they 
succeed  in  entering  the  outer  harbor.  It  would  furnish  them  with  a 
depot.  They  would  strongly  fortify  it.  It  would  give  them  a  base  for 
foture  operations  exceedingly  embarrassing  to  us,  and  would  effectually 
prevent  any  possibility  of  relief  to  Caswell.  The  facility  with  which 
such  a  battery  might  be  moved  to  different  points  commanding  the  an- 
chorage or  the  channels,  and  its  well-known  effect  upon  steamers  and 
transports  would  give  at  the  smallest  outlay  the  greatest  available  ac- 
cession to  our  strength.  I  know  no  position  where  such  a  battery  is 
more  needed.  Nothing  that  is  possible  to  procure  should  be  omitted  in 
endeavoring  to  preserve  the  outer  harbor  from  the  enemy.  I  have  di- 
rected the  construction  of  lines  to  repel  landings  and  cover  these  guns 
in  their  field  of  operations,  a  work  which  has  heretofore  onl^  been  post- 
poned, partly  from  works  of  perhaps  more  immediate  necessity  and 
partly  from  the  small-pox  pestilence  which  has  ra^red  in  that  vicinity. 
The  troops  required  are  necessary  in  addition  to  what  I  already  have, 
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my  force  not  been  large  enoagb  to  divide.  In  tbis  connection  I  refer  to 
my  letters  to  your  predecessor  of  November  last  and  to  my  correspond- 
ence witb  Major-GkneraJ  Smitb,  in  wbicb  the  necessity  of  a  covering  or 
movable  column  of  troops  is  folly  set  fortb.  Will  yon  please  to  sabmit 
these  considerations  to  the  President  f  I  shall  shortly  be  able  to  for- 
ward for  his  information  maps  and  sketches  which  will  show  the  wbole 
system  of  defense  for  this  important  post. 

Very  respectfdlly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

w.  tt  c.  wHrrmo, 

Her-OmieraL 


HSADQUABTEBS, 

PeterOurgy  Va.y  Februarff  28, 1863. 
General  S.  Ooofbs, 

Adjukmt  and  Ifupeeiar  Otnerdl : 

GmnsRAi, :  I  wrote  several  days  ago  asking  for  generals  of  cavaliy. 
General  Robertson,  now  commanding  the  cavalry  in  this  department, 
was  sent  here  to  organize  and  instract  it.  He  was  not  deemed  a  very 
efficient  officer  in  the  field  and  wa«  therefore  relieved  from  duty  with 
the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia.  The  cavalry  is  now  considered  in 
proi)er  condition  for  field  service,  and  coald  be  used  to  great  advantage, 
in  proper  hands,  in  getting  snpplies  from  North  Carolina  in  and  near 
the  enemy's  lines.  I  write  to  yon  upon  the  subject  again,  in  order  that 
the  Department  may  fully  understand  the  importance  of  having  the 
cavalry  in  proper  hands,  and  to  renew  my  recommendation  of  G^eral 
Bansom  for  promotion  to  the  cavalry.  It  may  be  important,  too,  that 
we  should  act  promptly  if  we  hope  to  collect  any  great  quantity  of  the 
supplies  in  Eastern  North  Carolina. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBEET, 

LieuteHant-OmeraL 


Ah$lraetfn»m  Field  Beimm  of  Troops  oommanded  hw  Mai.  G«ii.  &  G.  Frmuk^for 

28,1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 


S 


ForoM  on  Blaolcwaler 818 

TwentY'iiintb  Regiment  Virginia  Volunteer* ,      86 

Hmeley's  ArtUlery  btttUOion {       8 

Bradford's  batteiy 8 

StnrdiTftnt's  battery 8 

Confederute  Guard 8 

8 
2 
4 


HargroTe  Blues 
lioiae*8  caralry  oonpany 
Signal  Corps 


Gamp  paroled  prisoners 14 

Orand  total 8M 


004 

140 

75 

74 


23 
124 
152 


8,174 


5,904 

042 

100 

80 

88 

08 

106 

28 

188 

ITS 


». 


d 
I' 


8.  IS 


188 
02 

100 
96 

123 
29 

140 

216 


9,96S 
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AUtractfnm  Bvpart  of  ike  Troop»  of  the  DtBirici  of  the  Cape  Fear,  commanded  h^  Brig. 

Oen.  W,  u.  0.  Whiting,  for  t'ehmary,  1863. 


OOBUDflBBa 


Brigadier-Gtonenl  Stabs' brlflida 

Brigadier-G«neral  Ruiaoin't  brigade 

VorU  Caawell,  Fisher,  Johneon,  and  Saint  Philip  (twenty -one 

oomponiea). 
Ci^  and  riTer  defenses  (one  battalion  and  three  companies) . 

Three  unattaobed  oompaoies 

Third  Battalion  ITorth  Carolina  Artilleiy 

Vbnr  light  batteries 

Three  companies  of  oavalzy 

ggnal  Corps 

Sndgegntfd •••......•......•... 

Grand  total 


Present  for 
duty. 


188 

164 

62 

22 

10 

11 

16 

ft 

1 

1 


420 


% 


1.748 
2,656 
1,153 

402 
130 
194 
441 
180 
22 
24 


6,945 


o 


1,853 
2.073 
1,4ft 

446 
146 
905 
448 
181 
22 
24 


7,410 


2,078 

2,087 
1,718 

538 
170 
284 

479 

206 

23 

27 


8,460 


2,887 
8,825 
1,925 

625 


267 

538 

278 

28 

81 


10,607 


AMraoi  from  Field  Return  of  Troope,  Maj.  Gen.  A.  Elzey  eommanding,  for  March  1,1863 

{headquariere  liichmond,  Va,), 


^^wiwiyt^ 


Brtg.G«n.H.  A.  Wise 

Col.  Thomss  S.  Khett 

Col.  Jack  Brown 

Col.  T.  J.  Page 

Capt.  8.  B.  Lee,  C.  a  Kavy 

Onmd  total 


Present  for 
duty. 


8 


128 
78 
81 
22 
18 


272 


i 


2,029 

1,451 

714 

820 

811 


4,826 


{ 


9 


2,182 

1,686 

766 

884 

867 


ft,  284 


2,619 

1,868 

926 

433 

406 


«il61 


I' 


8,405 

8,168 

1,186 

620 

484 


7. 


Akeiraetfirom  Field  Betum  of  the  Department  of  yorth  Carolina,  commanded  hjf  Maj.Gem. 

D.  H,  Hill,  for  March  1, 1863. 


Present  for 
duty. 


O 


S 

S 

.8 


si 
1 


I' 


Whiting's  oommand  [not  reported]. 

Pettigrew's  brigade 

Daniel's  brigade 

Beserre  Artillery 

Hamilton,  N.  C 

Weldon,  N.  C , 

Ooldsborongh,  N.C 

Bobertson's  oaralry  brigade 


169 
216 
18 
47 
32 
40 
105 


8,068 
8,513 
335 
832 
653 
641 
1.878 


Qfaadtotia. 


10,820 


3,582 

4,247 
380 

1,036 
879 
710 

1.708 


121687 


4,476 
6,680 

447 
1,132 
1,113 

794 
2,177 


15,819 
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WilB  DBPABTXSHTy  0.  S.  A^ 

Biehmandy  Va.j  Mareh  1, 1863w 
Bis  Excellenoy  Zebulon  B.  Yanoe, 

Owfemor  of  Norik  Carolina : 

ScR :  I  regret  to  learn  from  your  letter  of  the  25th  nltlmo  that  each 
serioas  opi>08itioD  is  entertained  by  yon  to  the  continuance  of  the  horseB 
of  a  portion  of  General  Jenkins'  command  in  the  western  counties  of 
North  Garolina.  I  had  commended  yonr  previons  letter  to  the  attention 
of  the  general  commanding  that  department  with  the  hope  that  the  evil 
complained  of  would  be  inquired  into,  and,  if  found  remediable,  would 
be  corrected.  Doubtless  it  has  been  continued  only  from  the  necessity 
of  the  case.  The  truth  is,  that  the  large  number  of  cavalry  in  the  mount- 
ainous regions  of  East  Tennessee  and  Virginia  could  not  be  aubsisted 
there  during  the  winter,  and  it  was  deemed  imperatively  necessary  that 
most  of  the  men  should  be  disDiounted  and  the  horses  sent  to  more  du^ 
taut  regions,  less  exhausted  by  being  ravaged  or  drained  by  the  strug- 
gling armies,  for  subsistence  and  preparation  for  the  approaching  cam- 
paign. It  was  supposed,  and  indeed  strongly  represented^  that  the 
counties  on  the  eastern  slopes  of  the  mountains  in  North  Carolina  would 
afiford  abundant  supplies  and  early  pasturage  for  them,  and  that  benefit 
would  result  from  sending  them  there,  not  only  to  the  horses,  but  to  the 
people  around,  in  affording  them  a  market  for  their  surplus  grain  and 
forage.  Only  a  moderate  number,  however,  were  sent  there,  and  more 
were  scattered  about  in  the  various  more  distant  counties  of  Virginia, 
along  the  valley  and  mountainous  districts.  Gomplaints  similar  to  those 
addressed  to  you  have  come  up  from  various  counties  of  this  State,  where 
they  have  been  collected,  for  the  products  of  the  last  season  were  scant 
almost  everywhere,  and  some- irregularities  are  but  too  apt  to  occur  with 
the  rather  irregular  and  partially  disciplined  cavalrymen  sent  with  the 
horses.  But  our  authorities  have  been  content  with  the  effort  to  redress 
them  by  appeal  to  the  officers  or  commanding  generals,  and  no  effort  has 
been  made  or  intimated  of  a  purpose  to  expel  them  by  force.  They  are, 
it  will  be  recollected,  not,  as  Your  Excellency  supposes,  broken-down 
horses,  nor  can  they  be  considered  as  Virginia  caval^,  though  lately  en- 
gaged in  that  State.  They  are  horses  of  the  cavalry  of  the  Confederate 
States,  engaged  for  the  common  defense,  as  well  for  North  Garolina  as 
for  every  other  State,  and  placed  where  they  are  to  preserve  them  in  a 
state  of  efficiency  for  our  fcurther  struggles  in  a  common  cause.  I  trust 
therefore  Your  Excellency  will  forbear  from  any  forcible  expulsion  of 
them,  should  their  still  longer  stay  be  deemed  indisi>ensable.  Your  let- 
ter, however,  shall  be  sent  to  the  general  commanding  the  department 
where  these  horses  were  sent,  and  his  attention  especially  invoked  to 
your  remonstrances. 

With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yoiirs, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Beorekury  of  war. 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
Petmibwrgf  Fa.,  Mairek  1, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Ooldsborougky  N.  0. : 

General  :  Yonr  letter  of  the  25th  is  this  instant  received.  Yom 
views  are  almost  precisely  those  that  I  wrote  you  two  or  three  days  ago, 
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I  do  not  know  that  I  expressed  the  idea  that  a  forward  movement  wonld 
be  a  diversion  in  fkvor  of  Gharleston,  bat  I  had  it  in  m j  mind.  I  will 
send  orders  to  General  Whiting  to  prepare  himself  to  re-enforce  yon,  say 
4,000  men.  This,  with  the  cavalry  and  what  yon  have,  ought  to  ran 
yonr  force  np  to  14,000  or  15,000  men.  At  least  this  is  my  calcalation. 
With  this  force  I  think  yon  could  cot  the  railroad  behind  New  Berne 
and  probably  force  the  enemy  out  to  fight.  From  here,  though,  it  looks 
as  if  most  of  tiie  cavalry  could  operate  to  greater  advantage  on  the 
north  side  of  the  river,  so  that  we  can  forage  at  the  same  time  that  the 
forces  are  displayed  in  front  of  the  enemy's  works.  General  Whiting 
might  bring  you  5,000  men,  1  should  think,  but  I  cannot  promise  so 
many  until  I  am  better  posted.  If  there  is  a  chance  of  doing  anything 
we  should  not  be  idle.  We  are  much  more  likely  to  succeed  by  operat- 
ing ourselves  than  by  lying  still  to  await  the  enemy's  time  for  thorough 
preparation  before  he  moves  upon  us.  I  have  been  confined  with  a 
terribly  sore  throat  since  I  have  been  here,  but  hope  to  be  out  in  a  few 
days  more,  when  I  shaU  make  a  visit  to  your  headquarters.  In  tho 
mean  time  please  make  your  preparations  quietly  for  a  forward  move- 
ment Cannot  yon  persuade  the  good  people  in  charge  of  the  railroads 
to  work  a  little  more  and  with  more  system,  in  order  that  freight,  &c., 
can  be  brought  through  promptly  f  Our  people  have  been  so  ac- 
customed to  have  all  kinds  of  labor  at  their  hands  that  they  seem  at  a 
loss  for  resources  when  emergencies  arise.  '^  Where  there  is  a  will 
there  is  a  way"  of  overcoming  all  human  obstacles.  It  is  left  for  us  to 
find  it  out.  All  suggestions  are  thankfrilly  received,  and  as  I  know 
that  idl  of  your  ideas  are  good  you  need  not  hesitate  about  expressing 
them. 

I  remain,  most  respectfoUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONOSTBEBT, 

Lieuteiumt-CmeraL 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
Petenbwrgj  Fa.,  Marek  1, 18d3. 

General  B.  B.  Lbb, 

FrederieMwrg^  Va.: 

Gbnebal:  Yonr  letter  of  the  28th  is  received.  I  shall  keep  yon  ad- 
vised of  matters  here  that  you  may,  by  comparing  notes,  satisfy  your- 
self of  the  enemy's  position,  &c.  I  shall  be  guided  by  the  information 
that  I  may  receive  from  yon  of  the  enemy's  movements  more  than  by 
what  I  hear  here,  for  the  present  at  all  events.  The  force  now  here  I 
think  quite  sufficient  to  overcome  that  of  the  enemy  at  any  time  that 
1  may  be  able  to  meet  him,  and  shall  act  accordingly  until  I  &id  that 
he  is  moving  additional  troops  from  yonr  front.  I  do  not  think,  how- 
ever, that  he  will  withdraw  any  force  that  he  now  holds  in  yonr  front, 
but  may  i>ossibly  send  back  the  force  now  at  Newport  News.  De- 
serters, however,  rei>ort  that  this  force  is  intended  to  operate  in  North 
Carolina. 

I  remain,  sir,  veiy  reBi>ectftil]y,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  GmerdL 

P.  8.— I  have  parties  on  each  bank  of  the  river  to  watch  tiie  force  at 
Fewport  News. 
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HBADQT7ARTER8, 

WUminffto^  N.  C,  March  2, 186a. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  Biohmand^  Va. : 

Sm:  If  it  is  not  practicable  to  send  me  the  heavy  Parrott  gons  lately 
reqnested  may  I  not  have  a  field  battery  of  12-poander  Parrotts  or  other 
rifled  gnus,  for  the  purpose  specified  in  my  previous  letters  on  this  mat- 
ter! I  should  like  to  have  Keill^i^'s,  both  from  the  skill  of  that  officer, 
his  thorough  acquaintance  with  the  country  ^especially  the  locality  in 
which  he  would  operate),  and  the  qnnlity  of  nis  guns.  The  matter  of 
the  brigade  asked  for  is  becoming  daily  more  important.  My  informa- 
tion from  the  enemy's  lines  confirms  my  opinion  heretofore  expressed 
that  the  Abolitionists,  having  utterly  failed  to  surprise  Charleston,  and 
[being]  very  unwilling  to  attempt  it,  believing  it  almost  impregnable, 
will  endeavor  to  move  against  some  weaker  point.  Unless  Hunter 
shoold  overrule  Foster  and  try  Savannah  they  must  come  here.  I  do 
not  see  that  they  would  gain  much,  even  should  they  take  Savannah, 
since  they  already  hold  the  port  of  that  city  and  Fort  Pulaski,  while 
they  might  lose  a  great  deal.  At  any  rate,  should  they  come  here,  the 
attack  this  time  would  be  from  the  southward,  that  is.  Gape  Fear  and 
the  Frying-Pan  Shoals.  A  corresponding  advance  by  laud  from  New 
Berne,  as  at  first  designed,  would  be  supported  by  fresh  troops  drawn 
from  the  North.  The  fact  of  Foster's  taking  with  him  all  the  North 
Carolina  pilots  he  could  find  especially  marks  this  place  as  the  point 
selected.  I  urged  it  as  essential  to  our  success  that  I  should  be  provided 
witJi  a  brigade,  to  be  placed  on  the  south  side  of  the  river.  All  the  time 
they  give  me  is  devot^  to  strengthening  Fort  Caswell,  the  weakest  point 
in  tiie  system.    The  proposed  disposition  wonld  greatly  strengthen  it. 

Very  respectfiilly,  

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigodier'thlimuL 


Hbabquabters, 
WUminffUmj  N.  0.,  Ma/rch  2, 1863. 
lAai.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

OammoMdingj  dbc,y  Chldeboroughj  IT.  0. : 

My  Dear  General:  I  quite  agree  with  yon  that  the  Yankees,  hav- 
ing failed  to  surprise  Charleston  and  finding  it  very  strong,  will  maJLe  an 
attempt  on  some  weaker  point.  That  will  be  undoubtedly  Wilmington, 
unless  Hunter  should  object  and  overrule  Foster.  The  latter's  carrying 
off  the  North  Carolina  pilots  with  him  to  Port  Boyal  is  ominous  as  to 
this.  I  have  received  notice  that  a  10-inch  colombiad  is  started  from 
Richmond  for  me  and  another  will  soon  be  sent.  Please  to  hurry  them 
through.  Time  now  is  all-important.  Cannot  you  stir  me  up  some 
labor — negro  labor  f  I  need  very  much  fully  500,  not  so  much  for  the 
city  as  for  Caswell,  Smithfield,  and  Fisher.  I  have  applied  to  the  Sec- 
retary for  another  brigade.  In  my  opinion  now,  the  attack  coming 
as  it  will  frt>m  the  southward,  it  is  essential  that  a  brigade  be  sta- 
tioned in  Brunswick  County,  to  maneuver  against  any  attempt  to  land, 
and  it  is  especially  in  case  oi  any  of  their  vessels  passing  Caswell  that  I 
need  both  the  troops  and  a  battery  of  Parrott  guns.  My  field  batteries 
are  very  defective,  being  mostly  smoothbores  and  howitzers.  This  is 
very  important,  and  I  trust  you  will  give  the  matter  all  the  aid  in  your 
power.    A  brigade  might,  I  think,  readily  be  spared  from  about  Rich* 
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mond.  The  nofi^  force  lately  raised  aud  armed  aboat  New  Berue  haa 
been,  as  I  hear,  disarmed,  in  consequence  of  disagreement  on  the  sab- 
Jeot  between  Stanly  and  Lincoln. 


With  great  respect,  yours, 


W.  H.  a  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  OmerdL 


HEADQT7ABTBB8, 

Petersburg^  Va.,  Mareh  2, 1803. 
General  G.  T.  BEAUESaABD, 

Oomnumdingj  Oharle$tanj  8,  C: 

Genebal:  Scouting  parties  just  come  in  from  around  New  Berne 
report  that  General  Foster,  on  his  way  back  to  Charleston,  took  with 
him  pilots  for  Gape  Fear  Biver  and  North  Carolina  inlets.  The  scouts 
also  report  that  the  Yankees  think  Charleston  impregnable.  In  couse- 
Quence  of  this  General  Whitiug  anticipates  a  return  of  General  Foster's 
force  and  an  attack  at  Wilmington.  The  difficulty  between  Generals 
Hunter  and  Foster  may  have  induced  General  Foster  to  advise  against 
Hunter's  attack,  and  possibly  may  have  induced  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment to  change  the  point  of  attack.  This  difficulty,  I  think,  insures 
your  victory  if  the  attack  is  made.  When  generals  quarrel  their  troops 
will  not  fight;  that  is,  they  will  not  fight  a  severe  battle.  I  hope  that 
you  will  keep  your  eye  upon  Foster,  and  advise  me  if  he  should  turn 
around  and  come  back  to  his  first  love.  I  hope,  though,  that  you  may 
have  your  opportunity,  for  I  am  quite  satisfied  that  vou  will  be  able  to 
beat  back  any  attack  tnat  may  be  made  upon  you. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully  and  sincerely,  yours, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 
JAeutemmi'Generalj  (Jemmandiing, 


Headqtjabtbbs, 
Petersfmrg^  Va.^  March  2, 1803. 
Mid-  C^*  ^-  H.  0.  WmTiKa, 

WamingUmyH.O.: 

Gbivebai^:  I  desire  that  you  will  make  preparations  for  sending  the 
half  of  your  force  and  as  many  more  as  can  be  spared  from  Wilmington 
garrison  to  re^enforce  Mtyor-General  ^iil  for  foraging  service.  If  your 
services  may  be  spared  from  Wilmington  I  would  like  to  have  you  on 
this  service  also,  as  some  important  service  may  grow  out  of  it.  Please 
make  your  arrangements  as  quietly  as  possible,  giving  no  one  an  indi- 
cation that  any  serious  service  is  expected.  Advise  me  as  early  as  pos- 
sible of  the  force  that  you  can  send  or  take  out. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 

LieuiefMbnt-OeneraiL 

P.  S« — If  your  forts  in  the  harbor  are  not  ordered  to  be  held  at  all 
hazards  and  for  all  time  up  to  starvation,  such  orders  should  be  given 
in  writing.  If  operations  should  become  extensive  in  North  Carolina 
it  may  at  some  time  be  necessary  to  abandon  Wilmington  for  a  time  to 
operate  elsewhere;  but  if  we  hold  the  harbor  we  can  at  any  time  retake 
the  city.  I  do  not  know  anything  of  the  plan  of  defenses,  and  have 
taken  it  for  granted  that  the  harbor  defenses  are  independent  of  those 
of  the  city,  £c    Further  orders  will  be  sent  before  a  movement  is  made. 
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Hbadquabtbrs, 
Piienburg,  Va.^  March  3^  1M3. 

In  refeienoe  to  the  inclosed  letter*  of  Cteneral  B.  A.  Piyor,  and  which 
the  lieutenant-general  haa  referred  to  me,  I  have  to  remark :  General  B, 
A.  Ptyor  was  sent  by  me  to  the  Blackwater,  as  desired  by  General  G.  W. 
Smith.  A  considerable  force  was  then  od  this  line,  under  a  most  able 
officer,  who  had  twice  repulsed  the  enemy  in  force  when  he  attempted 
to  cross  the  river.  I  allude  to  Gol.  G.  Leventhorpe.  When  the  enemy 
began  to  assemble  a  force  at  New  Berne  in  December  last  I  found 
it  obligatory  to  withdraw  all  the  North  Carolina  regiments  from  the 
Blackwater,  and  on  January  5  last  left  Petersburg  to  take  command 
of  them  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington.  A  few  days  previous  to  this 
G^eral  Oolston  arrived  at  this  place  with  a  brigade.  I  directed  him  to 
proceed  with  all  his  command  (except  one  regiment),  and  dispose  of  it 
for  the  defense  of  the  line  on  the  Blaokwater,  and  to  leave  the  brigade 
there  under  tlie  immediate  command  of  General  Pryor,  and  that  he 
should  then  return  and  remain  in  Petersburg  during  my  absence.  He 
was  to  defend  the  James,  Blackwater,  and  Weldon  while  I  was  near 
Wilmington.  After  the  sailing  of  the  enemy  from  Beaufort,  and  when 
disposing  of  the  troops,  I  ordered  General  J.  B.  Davis,  with  his  brigade, 
to  tiie  Blackwater,  and  on  my  arrival  here,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  inclosed 
order,*  sent  Gleneral  Oolston  to  command  these  two  brigades  and  the 
line  of  the  Blackwater.  General  Pryor  was  under  General  Colston  all 
tke  time  since  I  left  here,  and  the  only  change  is  (General  Oolston  has 
moved  down  on  the  line.  General  Pryor  still  has  the  command  of  a  full 
brigade^  just  as  he  had  before.  Had  G^eral  Colston  gone  down  and 
taken  his  own  brigade  it  would  have  left  Genersd  Pryor  without  a  com- 
mand. But  he  does  not,  and  leaves  his  own  brigade  under  General 
Pryor  as  he  did  in  tiie  first  instance.  Andldonot  think  (jeneral  Pryor 
has  any  cause  of  complaint.  He  came  here  without  any  troops,  and  he 
now  has  the  command  of  Colston's  brigade  just  as  he  has  had  for  the 
last  two  months.  I  cannot  say  that  General  Pryor  has  been  super- 
seded in  command.  It  was  necessary  to  send  there  a  second  brigade, 
and  with  that  increased  force  (General  Colston  was  sent  as  the  imme- 
diate commander  of  the  line  of  the  Blackwater  and  of  both  brigades. 
One  of  the  bridges  referred  to  was  built  by  Colonel  French,  and  a 
second  oue  I  directed  Colonel  Claiborne  to  build.  As  regards  supplies 
they  have  been  always  directed  to  be  drawn  from  the  enemy'^  lines. 
During  the  summer,  pork  could  not  well  be  cured,  and  it  was  not  untU 
after  General  Pryor  went  down  there  that  the  tsixmem  commenced  kill- 
ing hogs.  Indeed,  they  were  not  then  in  condition  to  kill  and  the 
weather  was  too  warm. 

8.  G.  FBBNOH, 

Mittar-ChierdL 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northbrk  Y iRGonA, 

March  3  [30],  1863. 
Lieut  Gen.  Jambs  Lonostreet, 

Ocmmandinffj  dko,j  Petersburg^  Va. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  has  been  received.f  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  the  Sixth  Army  Corps  being  united  with  the  Ninth.  Beports 
from  our  scouts  on  the  Lower  Potomac  as  late  as  the  2dth  instant  give 
no  indication  of  a  movement  of  troops  from  Aquia.  On  the  contrary  it 
is  stated  that  within  the  last  fortnight  re-entbrcements  have  been  re- 

•NoUbnud.  t8Mp.944. 
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oeived.  At  that  time  there  were  not  more  than  five  or  six  steamers  at 
Aqnia  and  Potomac  Greeks,  and  the  nnmber  of  vessels  and  transports 
passing  np  the  Potomac  is  reported  to  be  less  than  nsnal.  I  fear  that 
the  enemy,  by  a  systematic  propagation  of  feJsehood,  has  been  able  to 
deceive  ns,  and  that  the  report  of  troops  from  Newport  News  going  to 
North  Carolina  was  purposely  spread  to  conceal  their  movement  west. 
The  weather  here  is  so  bad  as  to  preclude  any  military  movement,  and 
the  enemy's  pickets  are  so  closely  posted  on  their  right,  being  within 
50  steps  of  each  other,  that  oar  scouts  find  it  impossible  to  get  within 
their  lines,  and  we  have  to  rely  upon  citizens,  who  are  easily  gulled. 
The  ground  is  again  covered  with  snow  and  a  northeast  rain  is  prevail- 
ing. The  enemy's  positions  in  North  Carolina  liave  always  appeared  to 
me  to  be  taken  for  defense,  and  if  driven  from  them  they  can  easily 
escape  to  their  gunboats.  Unless  therefore  they  will  come  out  into  the 
country  I  do  not  know  how  you  can  advantageously  get  at  them.  You 
will  probably  find  Suffolk  fortified  as  New  Berne  is.  If  the  line  you 
propose,  cutting  the  Blackwater  near  Mayfleld,  is  necessary  to  enable 
you  to  draw  supplies  from  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan  it  becomes 
important,  as  those  supplies  are  necessary  to  us.  But  except  to  draw 
provisions  from  North  Carolina  at  this  distance  I  do  not  see  that  you 
can  accomplish  much.  You  need  notj  however,  be  restrained  by  my 
operations,  as  at  present  I  can  do  nothing.  I  cannot  advance  and  the 
enemy  will  not,  though  all  reports  agree  that  he  is  r^Miy  to  cross  the 
Bappahannock  and  waits  only  for  the  weatiier.  I  fear  you  can  expect 
no  co-operation  from  the  Navy,  nor  do  I  know  that  they  can  give  any, 
as  boats  are  not  of  a  character  to  contend  with  the  enemy's  iron-dads. 
I  am,  general,  very  respeotfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LEB, 

OmeraL 


HBADQI7ABTXB8, 

Fetershurg^  7a.,  March  4, 1803. 
Oeneral  S.  Ooofee, 

A^liutafU  and  Impcatar  Cfeiieral : 

OENEiLkL :  I  have  the  honor  to  send  herewith  a  dispatch  just  received 
from  M%{.  Qea,  D.  H.  Hill.  General  Hill  thinks,  fh>m  the  information 
that  he  has  received,  that  the  enemy  may  abandon  his  attack  upon 
Charleston  and  concentrate  for  an  attack  upon  Wilmington.  In  view 
of  this  I  suggest  that  Oeneral  Beauregard  be  advised  to  send  back  the 
forces  to  Wilmington,  should  he  find  the  enemy  moving  back  to  that 
point.  It  is  possible  that  the  disaffection  in  the  ranks  of  the  enemy 
may  force  him  to  make  some  such  effort.  I  shall  not  have  the  force  to 
resist  it  without  re-enforcements  from  Charleston.  I  shall  leave  for 
Goldsborough  on  tbe  6th  if  the  intelligence  is  confirmed.  Bumsidtf s 
force  must  have  been  drawn  firom  Newport  News,  but  we  have  no  infor- 
mation of  a  movement  from  that  point. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectmlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONOSTBEBT, 

Lieuteiumt-CmerdL 


Hbadquabtebs, 
WilmingUm,  N.  0.,  March  4, 1863. 
Lieatenant-Gtoneral  LonoeTSBBS, 

OomnuMding  Department^  Petersburg j  Va» : 

Genebal  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant.    From  your 
postscript  I  perceive  you  are  not  acquainted  with  this  vidmlgr  and  the 
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relatioiiB  which  subsist  between  the  city,  the  oater  harbor,  the  defenses 
and  the  interior.  I  earnestly  beg  you.  before  taking  any  snch  action  as 
yonr  letter  indicates,  to  refer  to  my  correspondence  with  the  War  De- 
partment and  with  Major-General  Smith,  in  which  this  matter  is  fully 
set  forth,  and  that  you  will  refer  to  the  Secretary.  So  far  from  consid- 
ering myself  able  to  spare  troops  from  here  I  have  applied  for  and 
earnestly  urged  that  another  brigade  be  sent  here  immediately.  The 
works  here  are  by  no  means  completed  and  I  need  the  services  of  every 
man  I  can  raise.  This  necessity  is  so  well  understood  that  when  the  at* 
tack  on  Charleston  was  imminent  the  troops  sent  from  here  to  re-enforoe 
(General  Beauregard  were  immediately  replaced  by  order  of  the  Secretary. 
Information  received  from  the  enemy's  lines  leads  me  to  think  that  they 
have  by  no  means  abandoned  their  designs  on  this  place,  of  so  vital  im- 
portance to  the  Confederacy.  M%jor-General  Hill  informs  me  that  his 
spies  report  the  arrival  of  Burnside  and  a  very  heavy  force  at  New  Berne. 
Mine  rei>ort  that  Foster  has  returned.  I  send  out  again  to-day  for 
further  information,  of  which  I  will  give  yon  immediate  notice. 
With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oammanding. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YiBaiNiA  AND  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg^  Va.,  March  4, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Cammiemding^  dke. : 

General  :  General  Longstreet  desires  a  work  constructed  on  the 
James  Biver  for  a  field  battery  of  four  or  six  guns,  of  which  some  are 
20-pounder  Parrotts.  He  has  no  engineer  officer  at  present  serving 
with  him  and  asks  that  you  will  send  yours  to  select  a  suitable  point 
somewhere  in  the  vicinity  of  Fort  Powhatan.  As  soon  as  the  site  is 
chosen  if  your  officer  will  report  at  this  office  he  will  be  flumished  with 
such  working  details  as  he  will  require  for  a  rapid  proseoution  of  the 
work. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBBL, 
Assistant  Adjutant- Generak 


Petersburg,  Ya.,  Karoh  4, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oommandingj  dko.y  Ooldsborough^  N.  C. : 

Yours  of  2d  received.  If  the  information  contained  therein  be  oon- 
flrmed  the  general  will  start  to  join  you  on  the  6th  instant.  He  aaks 
you  to  keep  him  promptly  advised  by  telegraph  of  any  confirmation  or 
additional  information. 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 
AseUtwnt  A^^utamt-OeneroL 


[March  5. 1863. — For  correspondence  between  LongBtieetand  Beaa- 
regard,  see  Series  I,  VoL  XIY,  p.  810.] 
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HEADQUABTBBSy 

Petergbwrg^  Va.y  March  5. 1803. 
€toieral  S.  Coofes, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General: 

General  :  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  reports  a  large  force  landing  at  New 
Berne,  N.  C.  This  force  must  be  part  of  the  command  intended  for  the 
attack  apon  Charleston,  which  seems  to  have  been  abandoned. 

I  inclose  herewith  a  letter*  from  Brigadier-General  Whiting,  com- 
manding at  Wilmington.    He  is  anxious  to  have  his  armament  in- 
creased, as  also  his  laboring  force.    I  hope  that  the  Department  may 
do  all  that  is  in  its  power  to  give  him  the  aid  that  he  desires. 
I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

IdeutenanPChneral, 


BiOHHOND,  Ya.,  March  5, 1803. 
Lieut.  Geu.  Jambs  Longstbeet, 

Petersburgy  Va. : 

General  :  The  President  desires  that  the  troops  which  were  drawn 
from  Generals  Samuel  Jones'  and  H.  Marshall's  commands  in  Western 
Virginia  should  be  returned  to  these  commands,  and  that  the  brigade 
of  General  Joe  JJ.  B.]  Davis,  which  moved  a  short  time  since  m>m 
Goldsborough,  Is.  C,  to  the  Blackwater  in  Virginia  should  be  returned 
to  Goldsborough.  You  will  please  issue  the>  necessary  orders  in  these 
cases. 

Veiy,  respectfolly.  &c., 

8.  OOOPEB, 
Adjutant  and  Inepeoiar  OeneraL 


War  Dbpabtmbnt,  O.  8.  A., 
Bichmandy  Fck,  March  5, 1863. 
His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Vance, 

Oavemor  of  North  Carolina^  Raleigh^  N.  0, : 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  in  reference  to 
the  conduct  of  Lieut.  Col.  J.  A.  Keith,  Sixty-fourth  ^orth  Carolina 
Begiment,  and  have  directed  General  [D.  S.]  Donelson,  commanding 
at  Sjioxville,  to  investigate  the  matter  and  report  the  facts  to  the 
Department. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


Special  Obdebs,  \  Hdqbs.  Dept.  Viboinia  and  N.  Oabolina, 
No.  39.  f  Fettrshurg,  Fa.,  March  5, 1863. 

•  •••••• 

II.  Jenkins'  brigade  is  relieved  from  further  duty  with  Mijor-General 
Pickett's  division  and  will  pit>ceed  to  the  Blackwater  and  relieve  the 
brigade  of  Brig.  G«n.  B.  E.  Colston. 

UI.  Brig.  Gen.  B«  E.  Colston,  with  his  brigade,  is  assigned  tempora* 

*  See  p.  904. 
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ifly  to  M%jor-General  Pickett's  division  and  will  repirt  aooordingly  on 
being  relieved  by  General  pf .]  Jenkins. 

IV.  The  Fifty-flftb  North  Carolina  Troops  is  relieved  from  duty  with 
Colston's  bri^ide  and  Ih  temporarily  assigned  to  the  brigade  com 
manded  by  Brig.  Oen.  J.  B.  Davis. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLEY  SORREL, 
Assigtant  Adjutant-ChkeroL 

Heabquabtkhs, 
Petersburg  J  Fo.,  March  [April  f  0,  lb<i3. 

Hon.  James  A.  Seddon. 

Seoretary  oj  War: 

Sm :  I  desire  to  cross  the  Blackwater  on  Saturday  for  the  purpose 
of  driving  the  enemy  into  his  intrenchments  at  Suffolk  while  we  draw 
out  the  supplies  of  subsistence  and  quartermaster's  stores  fix>m  the 
counties  east  of  that  river.  If  the  Navy  Department  can  co-operate 
with  us  we  may  be  able  to  capture  Suffolk  and  its  garrison.  AU  that 
I  desire  at  present  is  that  such  vessels  as  may  be  ready  pass  the  ob- 
structions, so  that  they  may  be  able  to  join  us  in  case  it  should  find 
a  favorable  opportunity  for  them.  I  believe  that  there  is  but  one  iron- 
clad of  the  enemy  in  the  James  Biver.  If  this  is  the  case  I  presume  that 
we  could  with  our  vessels  and  batteries  on  the  river  bank  drive  the 
enemy  off,  cut  off  any  re-enforcements,  and  possibly  capture  the  gar- 
rison. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEBT, 
Lieutenant'Oeneralf  Commanding. 


Hdqrs.  Dept.  Virginia  and  North  Carolina, 

Petersburg^  Fa.,  March  8, 1863. 

MaJ.  Qen,  Arnold  Elzet,  Richmond^  Va. : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  note  of 
the  5th  instant,  in  reference  to  the  proposed  movement  on  Suffolk. 
General  Longstreet  left  last  night  for  Goldsborough,  to  be  absent  a  few 
days.  Your  communication  will  be  forwarded  to  him  by  this  evening's 
mail. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant-GeneraL 

Headquartebs,  Wilmington,  K.  0.,  March  6,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oomwumdingj  do.,  OoUMiorough,  N.  0.: 

General:  The  Whitworth  guns  are  all  we  have  to  depend  on  to  keep 
the  blockaders  at  such  a  distance  as  will  enable  the  steamers  to  run  the 
blockade.  One  is  at  [Fort]  Caswell,  one  at  Fort  Fisher,  and  one  about 
5  miles  above  [Fort]  Fisher,  on  the  beach.  We  have  now  four  British 
and  one  Confederate  steamer  in  port  daib'  expecting  to  leave,  and 
several  steamers  are  expected  to  arrive.    We  have  had  an  engagement 

*MiflplMed. 
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with  the  enemy  over  each  one  of  these  vessels,  the  enemy's  sloops  of  war 
fiercely  attacking  the  forts  while  their  smaller  vesseki  attempt  to  cot 
off  the  steamers.  This  has  happened  at  both  forts.  Withoat  the  dis- 
position alluded  to  at  Fort  Fisher  we  should  have  lost  the  Oomabia 
inevitably  three  days  ago.  She  had  been  thrice  chased  off  tlie  coast 
and  became  short  of  coal;  running  into  the  land  at  Masonborough  she 
communicated  with  Colonel  Lamb,  and  the  disposition  being  offered, 
boldly  made  for  the  bar,  a  fleet  of  five  vessels  firing  into  her.  She  had 
the  most  vcduable  cargo  of  i>owder  and  arms  she  has  yet  brought.  Un- 
der these  circumstances,  unless  for  a  matter  of  greater  and  pressing  im- 
jKHTtance,  I  should  not  like  to  take  the  responsibility  of  detadiing  the 
gun  from  the  coast  defense.  What  is  this  expedition  of  which  you 
speak  f  G^eral  Longstreet  wrote  me  something  about  it,  but  wanted 
me  to  send  off  half  my  foroe  and  half  my  garrisons. 

With  great  rei^ieoty  your  obedient  servant,  

w.  H.  o.  wHrrmo, 

BrigMer-OmmroL 


Hbadqxtabtkbs  Abut  of  Nobthxbh  Y momiA. 

Marek  7,  ISeS. 
Lieiit  Gen.  Jambs  Lonqstrbbt, 

Oammamding  Dtpartmmi  of  North  OarolmOj  d». : 

Obneral:  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  4th  and  5th  instant. 
I  have  as  yet  seen  nothing  to  indicate  a  change  oi  purpose  in  the  enemy 
to  attack  Obarleston.  If  Wilmington  is  their  object,  as  supjiosed  by 
General  Whiting,  it  will  be  disclosed  by  the  return  of  their  mailed  gun- 
boats and  army.  General  Beauregard  will  no  doubt  communicate  the 
withdrawal  of  the  enemy  from  his  department,  and  then,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, if  Wilmington  should  be  pointed  at,  our  trooi>s  should  be  drawn 
to  that  point.  I  see  that  Gtoeral  Foster  has  returned  to  New  Beme, 
but,  as  far  as  I  can  learn,  without  his  troops.  I  supposed  this  might  be 
in  consequence  of  his  disagreement  wil^  General  Hunter,  and  that 
leaving  his  forces  with  the  latter  officer  was  an  additional  sign  that  the 
attack  on  Charleston  or  Savannah  was  not  abandoned.  General  Bum- 
side  was  reported  a  few  days  since  to  be  in  Washington  City.  As  tent 
as  I  can  form  an  opinion  only  three  corps  have  been  sent  from  General 
Hooker's  army  to  Newport  News,  and  by  the  last  reports  they  were  still 
there  and  the  indications  showed  that  the^  did  not  contemplate  an  im- 
mediate departure.  I  have  estimated  their  force  at  21,000.  All  of  our 
scouts  agree  (tiiose  firom  the  enemy's  line  as  well  as  those  on  the  Poto- 
mac) that  only  three  corps  have  left;  seven  remain.  They  also  report 
that  some  disaffected  regiments  have  been  sent  away  on  the  plea  of  pre- 
venting contagion.  These  latter  are  reported  to  have  gone  to  Wash- 
ington and  to  their  States  for  the  purpose  of  recruiting,  and  tiieir  places 
to  have  been  supplied  by  other  regiments,  so  that  their  strength  is  equal 
to  what  it  was  before  the  battle.  Their  cavalry  force  has  teen  grratly 
augmented  recently,  and  the  report  still  is  that  they  intend  to  advance 
by  this  route.  It  is  also  stated  that  the  corps  sent  to  Newport  News  is 
intended  for  Bumside  and  that  he  will  oi)erate  in  North  Carolina. 
General  Hooker  has  his  headquarters  on  the  Potomac  Creek  near 
Brooke's  Station.  His  army  is  located  along  the  railroad  from  Fal- 
mouth to  Aquia,  but  the  greater  part  near  Aquia.  Iliere  are  no  signs 
of  fiorther  embarkation  of  troops  or  collection  of  transports.  The  only 
steamers  descending  the  Potomac  are  those  apparently  conveying  sup- 
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plies,  towing  barges,  sail  vessels,  &c.,  on  which  troops  are  seen,  but  not 
more  than  letorning  absentees,  oonvalesoents,  &c,  woold  justify. 
Where  the  large  force  said  to  be  landing  at  New  Berne  comes  ftom  I 
cannot  conceive.  I  hope  yon  will  be  able  to  get  aocarate  infonnation 
and  pat  yourself  in  communication  with  General  Beauregard,  so  as  to 
be  prepared  for  all  emergencies.  You  had  better  keep  yourself  advised 
of  the  movements  of  the  force  at  Newport  News. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

B.  B.  LBB, 


War  Depabtmbnt,  O.  S.  A^ 
Biohnumdj  Va^  Marek  7,  IMS. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  Whitiko, 

Oommandingj  WilmingUmj  N.  0. : 

OsNERAii :  I  have  received  your  letters  of  the  23d  and  28tli  ultimo, 
stating  the  need  for  additional  guns  at  Wilmington.  Golonel  Bhett, 
in6pector  of  ordnance,  reports,  under  date  of  the  2d  instant,  that  '^one 
10-inch  gun  will  probably  leave  Richmond  to-day  for  Wilmington.  On 
Friday  or  Saturday  a  4.62-inch  rifled  gun  will  be  ready  for  mat  point, 
and  early  next  week  another,  and  probably  a  10-inch  also  on  Monday. 
A  30-pounder  will  be  ready,  I  hope,  on  Tuesday  next."  Eveiy  exertion 
shall  be  made,  as  far  as  the  resources  of  the  Ordnance  Bureau  will  allow, 
to  meet  the  calls  for  guns  necessary  for  the  defense  of  Wilmington.  I 
still  believe  the  leading  point  of  attack  designed  by  the  enemy  is  Charles- 
ton ;  but  they  may  recoil  from  that  and  make  the  attack  you  apprehend. 
All  preparation  therefore  possible  should  certainly  be  made  for  snch  a 
contingency. 

Your  obedient  servant. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seeretary  of  wmr. 


State  of  North  Oarolina,  Exsoxttivr  Departmbnt, 

Ealeigh,  N.  0.,  March  7, 1803. 
Hon.  S.  B.  Mallort, 

Secretary  of  the  Navy : 

Sir  :  You  can  have  the  iron  requested  by  your  letter  of  the  13th 
ultimo,  to  be  replaced,  if  you  will  permit  it  to  be  exchanged  for  the  old 
iron  on  the  different  roads  of  the  State.  They  are  rapidly  running 
down  and  are  applying  for  the  same  iron.  I  suppose  tiieir  wom-out 
rails  would  answer  the  same  purpose  for  rolling. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANOB. 


Hbadquabtbrs  Oayalry  Brigadb, 

March  7, 1303. 
Mai.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Camdg.  Department  of  North  Oarolina^  Ooldsbonmghj  N*  0, : 

General  :  I  regret  that  your  courier  should  have  missed  those  sta- 
tioned between  this  point  and  Goldsborough,  thus  rendering  it  necessary 
for  him  to  come  all  the  way  through.  He  came  a  different  road  fh>m 
tiie  one  usually  traveled.    I  have  directed  him  which  way  to  go  ir  the 
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morning  and  hope  no  miatake  will  oocnr  in  ftitare.  Your  dlspatohes 
were  received  and  your  orders  will  be  carried  oat.  I  have  one  of  my 
best  sqoadrons  (Captain  Harris')  on  picket  between  Jacksonville  and 
White  Oak.  Considering  the  present  position  of  the  enemy's  main  cav- 
alry force  (being  in  the  vicinity  of  Deep  Oully),  and  the  fact  that  the 
bridge  over  New  Biver  was  bnrnt  by  Colonel  Baker,  would  it  not  be  ad- 
visable to  withdraw  Captain  Harris  f  Unless  yon  oljject,  I  shall  do  so, 
as  I  am  maeik  in  need  of  more  cavalry  and  desire  to  send  an  additional 
force  to  the  neighborhood  of  Kinston. 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BOBEBTSON, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oammandk^. 


Hbadquabtsbb, 
WUminffton,  March  7,  ISdS. 
General  S.  Coofeb, 

A^ffukmtamd  inspeator  Gmieralj  Biehmond : 

Obitesal  :  I  request  you  to  define  the  limits  and  responsibility  of 
this  command.  No  difQcnlty  but  some  little  confiision  now  obtains  in 
the  staff  departments  from  misapprehension. 

When  I  was  assigned  to  duty  bere  I  was  directed  by  tbe  Secretary  of 
War  to  report  to  the  War  Department,  through  the  commanding  gen- 
eral, then  Mij*  G^^*  Gt.  W.  Smith,  now  Lieutenant-Oeneral  Longstreet. 
This  was  constituted  a  separate  district — in  no  sense  considered  a  part 
of  the  department  command  of  North  Carolina. 

In  many  respects,  the  nature  of  the  command  being  considered— its 
otrject  the  special  defense  of  a  very  important  place  and  post,  and  the 
necessity  which  exists  for  direct  communication  between  the  officer  in 
command  here  and  the  Department — I  think  it  best  that  the  arrangement 
heretofore  existing  should  be  maintained  and  that  I  should  be  directed 
to  consider  myself  under  the  command  of  the  lieutenant-general  com- 
manding and  report  direct  to  him. 

I  do  not,  however,  wish  to  be  understood  as  making  any  question  or 
objection  to  any  arrangement  whicli  may  be  considered  best.  I  simply 
desire  to  have  the  command  defloed  one  way  or  another,  expressing  at 
the  same  time  m^  opinion  that  it  is  best  here  to  have  communication 
as  direct  as  possible. 

y ery  respeetfuUy y 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 

BHgadier'€himuL 

Bespectftilly  Ibrwarded  tfarooi^  lientenant-General  Longstreet,  oom- 
maad&g. 


Hbadquabtsbs,  MarA  12, 1868. 
Bespeotfhllyforwarded. 

If  any  change  has  been  madel  am  not  aware  of  it.    I  hope  that  the 
matter  may  be  settled  as  early  as  possible. 

JAMBS  LOKGSTBBBT, 
B  B— yoii  zvm 
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BiOHMOND,  Va.,  March  9.  188S. 

Lieat.  G«n.  Jambs  Longstrbbt,  Petersburg,  Va. : 

GsNBRAii :  It  is  highly  important  to  know  the  strength,  organisation, 
and  position  of  the  forces  nnder  yonr  oommand,  and  yon  are  desired  to 
give  this  information  with  the  least  delay  practicable,  extending  your 
report  so  as  to  embrace  the  forces  on  the  line  of  North  Carolina,  Wil- 
mington indnded. 

Very  respectfully,  &o, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  and  Intpeetor  OmeraL 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  YmoiNiA  and  North  Oabouna, 

Petersburg^  Va.,  March  9, 1863. 

General  8.  O.  Frbnoh,  Oomnumdingj  dbe.: 

Oxnbral:  I  am  instructed  by  the  commanding-general  to  direct  that 
you  order  one  of  the  regiments  of  cavalry  now  serving  on  the  BlacJcwater 
down  to  Greenville,  N.  C,  to  operate  with  a  brigade  of  infEmtry  to  be 
sent  to  Tarborongh  in  covering  and  protecting  foraging  expeditions. 
Hie  regiment  should  start  with  at  least  three  days'  rations,  and  on  its 
reaching  Greenville  the  commander  will  notify  General  Hill,  at  Qolds- 
borough,  by  telegraph,  of  the  arrival  of  bis  command.  The  commanding 
gener^  desires  it  to  move  with  promptness  and  dispatch. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLET  80BBBL, 
Assietant  AdfuUm^fhmerdL 


Hbadqttabtbbs, 
^mtonj  JIT.  0.,  March  9, 1863. 
M%f.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx, 

OomnuMding  at  OoUMorcugh,  If.  0. : 

GXNBRAii:  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  communications*  firom  Captain 
Whitford.  Major  Nethercutt  desires  me  to  say  that  he  ascertained 
that  the  works  at  Shepherdsville  or  Newport  can  be  turned  on  the  left, 
through  a  bad  road  of  swamp  land  for  4  or  5  miles ;  on  the  right,  can- 
not be  turned  except  by  going  around  by  Carolina  City  and  crossing 
Newport  Biver  at  railroad  bridge.  The  enemy  have  pickets  there  and 
there  is  a  block-house.  Persons  traveling  the  Sound  road  can  be  seen 
from  the  Sound  in  passing  from  Swansborough  to  Carolina  City.  G^lie 
Sound  road  comes  into  the  road  that  leads  from  Smith's  Mill  to  Carolina 
City  immediately  above  Broad  Creek;  Fifty-first  Massachusetts  Begi- 
ment  and  five  companies  of  cavalry  are  on  duty  at  ShepherdsviUe. 

William  F.  Bell,  called  the  3d  (now  at  Warsaw,  a  refugee),  can  give 
you  more  reliable  information  of  that  coantry  than  any  one  else.  The 
latest  information  of  the  enemy  I  forwarded  you  by  telegraph.  The 
negro  alluded  to  in  one  of  the  telegrams  is  here  a  prisoner.  He  is  intel- 
ligent, and  his  story  as  to  their  numbers  is  corroborated  by  the  nunora 
Majora  Nethercutt  and  McNeill  had  from  citizens.    There  is  no  enemy, 

*Not  foond. 
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I  think,  between  here  and  12  or  15  miles  of  New  Berne.  Soonte  were 
sent  ont  yesterday  bat  have  not  yet  been  heard  from.  My  pickets  are 
where  they  were  when  yon  were  here.  They  were  ordered  there  yester- 
day at  1  o^cloek.  Heard  from  Colonel  Lewis  this  morning.  He  makes  no 
report  of  the  enemy.  I  am  trying  to  get  information  fh^m  New  Berne. 
Will  certainly  keep  you  advised  of  everything  I  can  hear  of  importance. 
The  telegram  sent  you  last  night  about  the  enemy  at  Whit^e  Oak  Biver 
was  to  General  Bobertson,  fiom  one  of  his  captains,  on  picket  on  the 
opposite  sidiN  Miy.  [J.  H.]  McNeill  says  he  is  reliable.  The  informa- 
tion was  that  from  the  noise  he  thought  they  were  building  a  bridge 
there.  The  country  was  such  that  they  could  not  see  the  enemy.  I 
will  open  communication  from  there  to  Ck^neral  K.  and  will  telegraph 
you  anything  that  is  important 
Very  respectfully,  Ac, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Bfigudier-  OeneraL 


of  PiekeU**  dMtSau,  Depar^mmU  of  Firafoto  and  JTorA  C^hv> 
~  ~ fty  if<^.  Om.  O.E.  Fiokeit,  Mareh  9, 1863. 


SXAB  FBXIB8BUB&,  VA. 


0«nMfet*s  Mgada ... 
AmSrtaad**  Crlgaie. 
KflBpor's  bfifMM ... 

Cone's  telgaoe 

ArtOIflKylMtteUoii.. 


Grand  totel. 


PnmbI  Cor  Anly. 


U7 

1S7 

116 

90 


4M 


i 


1,440 

1.4fl0 
984 


5^438 


Axtmerj, 


I 


i 


13 


274 


13  j    374 


1,861 
8,160 
1.888 
1,229 
812 


8,8^ 
8,488 
8,810 
2,004 
484 


7.488 


12,819 


Ahotrwi  from  Field  BeUum  of  Bood'i  DitUion,  Departmmt  of  Virginia  and  North  Cairo- 
Uha,  wmmandA  hg  Mt^»  Otn,  John  B.  Hood,  March  9, 1863. 


T«»aMf[aA» 
IiftW*s  iMflnde 
▲ndeTMB^  *^ 
ToomlM'  bi 
▲rflUery 


Qnadtotia. 


PnMnt  ftv  duty. 


laflnitry. 


UO 
181 


480 


ii 


1,404 
1.880 
1,784 
1,418 


8^201 


ATtmery. 


12 

"15" 


2,304 

2.848 

1.728 

842 


292      8,420 


8,0m 
12,788 
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FBTBBSBUBO,  ▼▲. 


Brig.  Ctan.  B.  B.  CoUton's 

SMIi  BMdnMnt  Y irgiaiA  YoliiBtMis 

1CbMd^*iiiiiifl]«7l^^iiUai 

Bradford's  bttttoxy 

BtordlTuit's  btttlny 

Confaderato  Onard 

HargroTeBhiM 

DotadhiiMDt  of  oaTslzy 

Signal  CoTM 

Camp  paroled  prlaoman 

eraadtolal 


dnly* 


Itar 


M 
8 

4 
4 
4 
4 
1 
T 
K 


5 


14t 


Ul 


41« 


<bMl 


4b  40 


7f 
U4 

XT 
U7 


914 

m 

IM 
» 

IM 
S8 

145 


1A.144 


iiMr»o<>w».FIeIfl Aidini  •/  Droop$  eommanded  (y  Ifi^/.  Om,  D,  H.  BXU^  Mmrtk  10, 1863. 

OOLDSBOBOUOH,  B.  0. 


brigade. 
Boberteon'a  (oayalry)  brigade . 
Beaerre  artUler J 


Hamilton,  H.  C 
WeldOB,  N.  0 


Poet  of  Goldsbonrai^  K.  O 


4hity. 


ftr 


i 


in 

S.M7 

as 

«,W0 

M 

1,607 

u 

MB 

46 

8B 

se 

814 

se 

607 

11^788 


8,888 
4,617 
1, 


1,014 


U8» 


<166 
8^781 
>;148 
417 
1.141 

1.8« 


16^181 


UmO.  Om.  Jmmm  X8ii|8»um>,  C.  A  ^fwyy  far  Mmrek  10, 18(0. 


PMtsnt  fix 


I 


Bliejr'a 

Pleketl'adiTlsian 

Hood's  dlTiakm 

Midor^eneral  Freneh** 
llidor4}eiieral  Hill'a 
Brlgadier-<3«neral  WUtlng'a  ewnmani 
Lane'a  (Kortb  CaioUna)  batUvy 

Ckand  toM 


tn 

473 
473 
418 


4^886 
^807 
8^4M 
8b8<l 
10,788 
8^818 

in 


81188 

7,861 

7.488 

"•S! 

8»410 

1X780 

6^088 

10,144 

M;888 

16^781 

8,478 

10;0S4 

141 

174 

41.680 


61, 
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Troap$  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  oommandsd  5y 
Lieut  Qen,  James  Long«treet,for  March  10, 1863. 


MAJ.  OSK.  A.  ELZEY'8  COMICAKD. 

(Headquorten  Biohmond,  Va.) 


Col.  T.  8.  Bhett's  command. 
Col.  Jack  Brown's  command. 


CoL  T.  J.  Page,  Chaffln's  Blnft 
Captain  Lee,  Drewry's  BluIL 
Wise's  Brigade. 


XAJ.  GXN.  8.  O.  FRBNCH'8  COMMAND. 

(Headqnartan,  Petenbnig,  Va.) 


Briffadier-General  Colston's  oonmiaad. 
S9tE  Virsinia  Regiment. 
Detaohea  cavalzy. 
Confederate  GoMd. 
HaigioTe  Bines. 


Moseley's  artillexy  battalicMk 
Bradford's  battery. 
Stnidiyant's  batteir. 
Camp  of  paroled  pmonsn. 
Signal  Corps. 


ICAJ.  CBOr.  Dw  H.  HELL'S  OOUMMXIK 

(Headquarters  Goldsborongh,  N.  C.) 


Daniel's  briffadcw 
Pettigrew's  origade. 
Robertson's  cayalry  brigade. 
Reserve  artillery. 

BBIG.  Onr.  W.  B.  O.  WHITINQ^B  OOMMAKD. 


Troops  at  Goldsborongh,  N.  C« 
Troops  at  Hamilton,  N.  C. 
Troops  at  Weldon,  K.  C. 


(Headquarters  Wilmington,  N.  C.) 


Evans'  brigade. 

Ransom's  brisade. 

Company  R  Tenth  Nortb  Carolina  Troops. 

Company  B,  Sixty-first  Korth  Carolina 

Troops. 
CaptainhBnie's  company.  North  Carolina 

,  Troops. 

Captain  Moore's  cavalry. 
Captain  Newkirk's  cavalry. 
Captain  Smith's  cavalry. 

3d   Battalion  North  Carolina  Artillery. 
10th  Battalion  NorthOarolina  Artillery. 
Clark  Artillery  (heavy). 
Captain  Adams'  light  battery. 

MAJ.  onr.  J.  B.  hood's  diviszoh. 

(In  oamp  near  Riohmond,  Ya.) 


Capt.  [R.]  Boyoe's  (Sonth  Carolina)  light 

battery. 
Capt.  (J.  R.  J  Branch's  light  battery. 
Captain  Paris'  light  battery. 
Fort  Caswell  (six  companies). 
Fort  Fisher  (nine  companies). 
Fort  French  (one  company). 
Fort  Johnson  (two  companies). 
Fort  Saint  Philip  (fonr  companies). 
Light-Honse  Battery  (one  company). 
Bridge  guard  (Weldon  and  WilmingtoB 

Riulroad). 
Signal  Corps. 


Anderson's  brigade. 
Law's  brigade. 
Robertsoirs  brigade. 
Toombs' brigaCMw 


[W.    K.]    Baohman's  (Sooth  Carolina) 

battery. 
[H.  R.1  Garden's  battery. 
[James J  Reilly's  battery. 


Armistead's  brigade. 
Corse's  brigade. 
Oamett's  brigade. 


MAJ.  QMS,  O.  S.  PIGXKTT'S  DITISIOM. 

(In  oamp  near  Petersburg,  Ya.) 

Jenkins'  brigade. 
Kemper's  bngade. 

UHATTACHKD. 

Captain  Lane's  battery. 


NoTB  ON  oiuoiKAi«.--Slnce  the  date  of  this  report  Jenkins'  brigade  of  Picketf  s  di- 
vision has  been  ordered  on  the  Blackwater  and  Colston's  brigade  assigned  to  Picketf  s 
division. 
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Tasbobough,  N.  C.y  March  10, 1863—11  a.  m. 

M%|.  Glen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ooldshwnmghj  N.  0. : 

Obnbbal  :  I  was  ordered  to  report  to  yoa  for  orders  by  telegraph  on 
my  arrival  at  this  place,  bat  there  is  no  omce  nearer  than  Bocky  Mount 
I  left  Petersburg  yesterday  evening  with  800  men ;  the  rest  of  my  bri- 
gade, some  600  men,  were  to  follow  this  morning.  I  was  told  the  qnar- 
termaster  of  (General  Longstreet's  corps  would  make  arrangements  f<Hr 
the  transportation  of  my  troops,  which  was  not  done,  so  that  I  have 
been  able  to  bring  with  me  only  160.    I  do  not  think  my  command  will 

fet  here  tOl  to-morrow  night,  il  then.  I  have  left  all  my  baggage  at 
Petersburg  except  cooking  utensils.  Had  I  better  send  for  all  my 
camp  and  garrison  equipage  f  I  hope  to  receive  your  instructions  veiy 
soon. 

B.  B.  OABNETT, 
BrigadieT'Oeneralf  Oini^maiuUmg* 


HXADQUABTXB8, 

Petersburg  J  Va.^  Miurek  12, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  Abkold  Elzby, 

OomfiMmding,  Biohnumd^  Va.: 

Obnbbal  :  Tour  letter  of  — ,  expressing  the  views  of  the  honor- 
able Secretary  of  War  with  regera  to  a  movement  against  Suffolk,  is 
received.*  Will  you  do  me  the  favor  to  explain  to  the  honorable  Sec- 
retary that  I  do  not  think  that  it  would  be  a  prudent  move^  while  the 
enemy  holds  twenty-odd  thousand  men  at  Newport  News,  within  a  few 
hours'  sail  of  the  city  of  Bichmondf  To  give  the  move  the  probability 
of  success  a  large  force  ahould  move,  and  to  move  a  large  force  would 
leave  Bichmond  in  the  power  of  the  enemy  should  he  be  quick  enough 
to  avail  himself  of  the  opportunity.  I  am  erecting  some  works  on  &6 
James  Biver  below  this  with  a  view  to  keep  back  transports.  When 
they  are  completed  I  desire  to  operate  with  my  forces )  but  in  ordei' 
that  I  may  have  reasonable  hopes  of  success  I  should  have  cavalry. 
The  difficulty  that  I  shall  have  to  contend  against  with  regard  to  cav- 
alry I  have  already  explained  in  a  previous  letter  to  the  War  Depart- 
ment A  move  against  Suffolk,  properly  aided  by  cavalry,  might  be 
very  successful  and  complete,  but  without  this  aid  would  be  but  a  par 
tial  success,  which  would  hardly  pay  for  the  movement  of  the  troops. 
1  do  not  consider  it  prudent  under  any  circumstances  to  explain  fully 
my  plans,  for  the  reason  that  if  no  one  knows  them  but  myself  the  en- 
emy will  surely  not  hear  of  them.  If  they  are  made  known  to  any  one 
but  myself  that  person  might  in  his  sleep  speak  of  them  and  they  might 
reach  the  enemy. 

I  am.  generaL  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEBT, 
lAeutmuMii^Qmeraij  Oimmamdiimg* 


HBADQT7ABTEB8, 

PeUTBhurg^  Va.^  March  12, 1863. 
General  S.  GooI'BB, 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Oeneral : 

Gbnebal  :  Your  letter  directing  that  the  troops  from  Western  Vir- 
ginia be  returned  to  their  proper  commands  and  that  Genend  Davis 

*Seep.871. 
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brigade  be  sent  to  Goldsborou^b  is  received.  Please  designate  wbat 
troops  are  bere  from  Western  Virginia,  as  I  baye  no  record  to  show  it. 
I  bad  ordered  General  Gamett's  brigade  to  Nortb  Carolina  before  yonr 
letter  was  received,  and  liox)e  tbat  tbis  may  supersede  tbe  necessity  of 
tbe  move  of  Davis'  brigade.  General  Davis  is  on  tbe  Blackwater  and 
occupies  one  of  tbe  most  important  positions  in  tbe  department.  He  is 
familiar  witb  tbe  country  wbere  be  is  and  if  taken  from  there  a  brigade 
would  be  sent  tbere  wbicb  would  be  placing  tbem  and  General  Davis 
in  positions  which  are  strange  to  all  parties.  Another  reason  for  send- 
ing Garnett's  brigade  was  that  it  was  thought  tbafcitmig:bt  have  a  good 
effect  to  send  some  Virginia  troops  to  tbat  State.  If  it  is  necessary  to 
move  General  Davis'  brigade,  however,  it  will  be  done  witb  pleasure. 
I  remain,  sir.  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 

LieuterM/nt-  Omerdk 


Naty  Bbpabtmbbt,  0.  S.  A., 

Bicknumdj  March  13, 1803. 
M%|.  G«n.  D.  H.  HiiiL.  C.  S.  A., 

Headguarter$f  €h>ldsbaroughj  N.  (7. : 

Dbab  Sib  :  Having  directed  Flag-Officer  Lynch  to  invoke  your  aid 
to  procure  iron  in  Nortb  Carolina  for  tbe  completion  of  gunboats,  I  beg 
leave  to  say  tbat  tbe  water  defenses  of  Wilmington  would,  I  tbink,  be 
regarded  witb  satisfaction  if  tbe  two  iron-clad  sloops  under  bis  cbarge 
tbere  were  completed.  Covered  witb  4  inches  of  iron,  placed  at  an  angle 
of  36^,  and  mounting  each  four  heavy  guns  they  would  be  floating  forts 
of  the  most  formidable  character.  We  have  obtained  firom  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina  sufficient  iron  for  one  of  these  vessels. 

The  demands  for  armor  for  vessels  under  construction  in  those  States 
preclude  us  fh>m  obtaining  more  iron  there  at  present,  and  unless  we 
can  get  supplies  from  North  Carolina  for  the  rolling-mill  at  Atlanta, 
Gta^we  shall  be  unable  to  complete  the  second  vessel  at  present. 

We  can  construct  boats  for  Albemarle  and  Pamlico  Sounds,  which, 
in  my  judgment,  will  expel  or  destroy  the  enemy  if  we  can  obtain  the 
iron  to  plate  them. 

Ten  or  12  miles  of  railroad  iron  will  meet  these  immediate  wants  and 
in  taking  it  rails  unfit  for  service  on  the  roads  could  be  selected.  Iron 
thus  taken  from  the  roads  of  North  Carolina  would  be  rolled  into  plates 
at  Bichmond  or  Atlanta  and  returned  for  the  defenses  of  tbat  State. 

May  I  therefore  ask  you  to  aid  Flag-Officer  I^yndi  in  tMs  important 
servioef 

i  am,  lespectfiilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

8.  B.  MALLOBY, 
Beoretarff  ofiheNa^f. 

BUITBIOT  HBADQUABTBBS, 

Biehtnondj  Fa.,  March  14, 1883. 

lientenant-Geneial  Lobostbbet,  Oomnumding: 

Obnbbal  :  I  explained  your  views  to  the  Secretary  of  War  and  showed 
him  your  letter.    He  said  you  were  perfectly  right,  and  he  approves 
your  course.    General  Lee  reached  here  yesterday.    No  other  news. 
With  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant 

ABNOLD  BLZBY, 

Mii^'Omiaral. 
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Brigade  Headquabtebs, 
Ohaffin^s  jParm,  Va.j  March  14, 186& 
M%j.  Gen.  Arnold  Elzey, 

Comma/nMng^  &c.^  Richmond^  Va, : 

Oenbbal  :  I  respectfolly  beg  to  sabmit  the  following  tabular  state- 
ment of  this  oommand,  in  accordance  with  the  circolar  from  the  Ad- 
jutant and  Inspector  General's  OfQce,  March  10. 18d3 : 

The  Fonrth  Virginia  Heavy  Artillery,  Col.  J.  Thomas  Ck>ode; 
Twenty-sixth  Virginia  Infantry,  Col.  P.  B.  Page;  Forty-sixtii  Virginia 
Infantry,  Ool.  E.  T.  W.  Dake ;  Fifty-ninth  Virginia  Infantry,  Col.  W. 
B.  Tabb;  cavalry,  Holcombe  Legion  ^fonr  companies),  Col.  W.  P. 
Shingler ;  Thirty-second  Battalion  Virginia  Cavalry,  Mig.  J.  R.  Bobert- 
son }  Company  D,  Tenth  Virginia  Cavalry,  Capt.  L.  J.  Hawley ;  Com- 
pany A,  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  Capt.  A.  D.  Armistead;  Company 
B,  Light  Artillery  Battalion,  Capt.  D.  A.  French — battallion  oom- 
manded  by  Maj.  A.  W.  Stark. 


Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 


JS[RY  A.  WIBB, 
Brtgadier-OmeroL 


Hbadquabtbbs,  March  15, 1868. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whitino, 

Oommandingj  [Wilmington]y  N.  C ; 

Genebal:  Tour  letter  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  on  my  return 
to  this  place.  Ton  will  need  more  troops  for  the  defense  of  Wihnington 
when  there  is  a  probability  of  attack  there,  but  I  do  not  agree  with  yon 
in  your  desire  to  mass  troops  there  in  order  to  have  them  for  the  attack. 
On  the  contrary.  I  think  that  every  soldier  should  be  kept  busy.  If 
the  troops  at  Wilmington  are  not  constantly  employed  there  they  should 
be  in  the  field,  annoying  the  enemy  whenever  and  wherever  it  may  be 
done.  They  should  no^  however,  be  so  far  removed  from  Wilmington 
as  to  be  out  of  supporting  distance  should  they  be  needed  there.  I 
should  think  that  a  brigade  was  quite  enough  for  sudden  emergendes. 
particularly  in  case  those  used  in  the  field  are  placed  between  yon  ana 
the  enemy.  If  we  hold  isolated  positions  by  detachments  the  enemy 
will  at  his  pleasure  move  upon  the  different  points  and  take  them  in 
detail. 

I  remain,  very  respeetftdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOKGSTBBBT, 

Lim^muU-OmeroL 


Hbadquabtbbb, 
Pdmburgj  Va^  Mmrck  Iff,  1883. 

If %j.  Gen.  B.  H.  Hnx,  OoUUboroughj  IT.  0. : 

Genebal:  If  your  observation  upon  your  expedition  leads  you  to 
suppose  that  any  imx)ortant  results  may  obtain  by  a  stronger  expedition 
against  New  Berne  advise  me  at  once,  and  I  will  endeavor  to  assist  yoa 
in  making  more  complete  arrangements.  I  can  spare  the  Whitworth 
that  I  have  here  as  soon  as  I  can  get  ^^  Long  Tom  "  and  <^  Charlie,"  as 
they  are  called,  in  my  battery  at  Fort  Powhatan.  I  have  established  a 
battery  at  Fort  Powhatan  for  the  purpose  of  intercepting  transports 
should  they  attempt  to  pass  up  James  Biver.  If  the  reduction  of  New 
Berne  is  practicable  in  field  operations,  I  submit  the  following  as  my 


Omir.TXJL]         CORBEAPONDENCK.  ETC.— <K>NFEDESA.TE.  921 


plan,  and  the  only  one  that  I  can  see,  viz :  Have  thiee  briffades^  with 
one  Whitworth,  down  on  the  south  side  of  the  Nense ;  one  of  Whiting's 
brigades  and  one  Whitworth  np  to  join  yon  near  New  Berne,  and  one 
brigade  down  on  the  noriih  side  of  the  Nense,  with  the  Whitwori;h  that 
I  have  here.  If  we  can  drop  a  ball  into  the  fort  every  minnte  from  these 
directions  the  troops  may  become  frightened  and  surrender.  If  the 
matter  is  practicable,  I  will  either  join  yon  myself  or,  remaining  here, 
will  make  a  strong  diversioD  against  Snffolk.  I  shall  start  for  the  Black- 
water  on  the  day  after  to-morrow  and  ezi>ect  to  be  absent  six  days.  If 
yon  wish  to  telegraph  me,  do  so  at  f^ranklin ;  that  is,  if  yon  wish  to 
do  so  in  the  next  fonr  days. 

I  remain,  very  respeetfhlly,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LOKOSTBBBT, 

B  •  Bif— This  mnst  not  go  beyond  yonrselfl 


HlM)B8.  FOBOBS  NEAB  BBEWBT'B  BlIJFF,  YA., 

Mairek  15, 1863. 
M%{.  T.  O.  Ohbstivet, 

A$9i8tatU  Adj^itamit-Qmera^  Biohmfrnd^  Va. : 

Majob  :  In  compliance  with  orders  received  from  M^jor-Ctoneral  Bl- 
zey's  headquarters,  I  respectfully  submit  to  you  the  following  tabular 
report  of  my  command,  viz : 

M%j.  B.  H.  Oee,  commanding  Fifty-ninth  Georgia  Infantry  Begiment; 
Oapt.  W.  A.  Graham,*  commanding  Second  Squadron,  Second  North 
Oarolina  Cavalry. 

I  am,  major,  very  respeotfiiUy,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JACK  BB6wN, 
Oolondy  Oommandi/ng  PagL 


Swift  Cbebx,  Maroh  15,  [1863]— 9  p.  m. 
General  D.  H.  Hill: 

A  scout  from  Street^s  Ferry,  sent  down  for  the  purpose,  reports  that 
there  is  no  doubt  of  the  landing  of  a  large  force,  and  from  the  noise  he 
thinks  they  are  fbdng  a  pontoon  over  the  Nense  to  bring  their  infiE^ntiy 
over.  Oaptain  Whitford  is  convinced  that  we  shall  have  it  to-morrow. 
It  seems  so  to  me.  Send  me  a  regiment  of  cavalry  immediately  and 
come  yoursell  My  danger  is  on  my  right  flank  and  rear  j  by  marching 
flrom  Greenville  you  can  protect  both.  Bring  your  provisions  and  am- 
munition.    Send  them  soon,  directly  to  Kinston.    I  have  no  couriers. 

J.  J.  PBTTIGBBW, 

Brigadier-ChierdL 

Hbadquabtbbs  Abmt  of  Nobthbbn  YXBOmiA, 

Mairek  16, 1803. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Jakes  Lonostbeet, 

Oommandingj  4to.j  Petersburg^  Va, : 

Genebal:  As  far  as  can  be  ascertained  from  my  own  observation, 
firom  the  reports  from  our  scouts  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  Bappahan- 
nock,  and  from  what  the  citizens  say,  I  am  led  to  believe  that  none  of 

*8iiioe  oxdeced  to  Petenbnig. 
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the  army  of  Ctoneral  Hooker  have  left  the  vicinity  of  Aqaia^  except 
the  corps  of  General  Smith,  which  went  to  Newport  Kews.  It  is  also 
reported  that  it  is  General  Hooker's  intention  to  cross  the  river  and  ad- 
vance as  soon  as  the  state  of  the  roads  will  permit,  and  that  in  fact  he 
has  issaed  repeated  orders  to  that  effect  I  am  not  fully  informed  as  to 
their  apparent  intentions,  strength,  &c.,  on  the  south  side  of  the  James 
Biver^  bnt  we  should  be  prepared  to  concentrate  to  meet  him  wherevei 
he  shoiUd  advance  in  force.  From  present  indications  it  is  fair  to  pre- 
-sume  that  we  shall  be  called  upon  to  engage  him  first  on  the  Bappa 
hannock,  and  I  desire  you  to  be  prepared  for  this  movement,  and  make 
endeavors  to  keep  yourself  advised  of  the  disposition  and  preparations 
of  the  enemy  on  our  front  for  moving  the  troops  recently  detached  from 
the  iilrst  Corps,  or  such  of  them  or  otJiers  as  may  be  necessary  in  that 
direction.  As  our  numbers  will  not  admit  of  our  meeting  him  on  equality 
everywhere  we  must  endeavor,  by  judidons  dispositions,  to  be  enabled 
to  make  our  trooi^s  available  in  any  quarter  where  they  may  be  needed, 
after  the  emergency  passes  in  one  place  to  transfer  them  to  any  otiier 
point  that  may  be  threatened.  Please  let  me  hear  from  you  on  this 
subject 

B.  B«  IiBB* 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
WUmingUm^  IT.  (7.,  March  16,  ISaS. 
General  S.  Goopbb, 

Adjutant  and  LMpeetar  Oeneralj  Bichmondj  Va. : 

Gbnbbai.  :  I  send  you  to-day  a  tabular  statement  of  my  command, 
as  required  by  the  letter  of  Maj.  [8.  W.]  Melton,  of  the  10th  instant  I 
call  your  attention  to  the  following  list  of  unattached  companies  of 
heavy  artillery :  Oaptain  McBryde's  company,  92  strong,  Fort  Caswell; 
Capt  W.  A.  Holland's  company,  54  strong.  Fort  Johnson ;  Capts.  A. 
McRae^s  company,  143  strong,  and  George  Tait^s  company,  84  strong, 
Fort  Fisher;  Capt.  Calvin  Barnes'  company,  61  strong.  Fort  Saint 
Philip ;  Capts.  D.  M.  Berne's  company,  78  strong,  B.  G.  Bankin's  com> 
pany,  116  strong,  city  garrison;  W.  B.  Lewis,  Company  A,  86  strong, 
H.  M.  Barnes,  Company  B,  90  strong,  and  C.  [M.]  T.  McCanley,  Com- 
pany C,  94  strong.  Total,  898.  The  last  three  constitute  the  Tenth 
North  Carolina  Battalion,  and  under  the  command  of  M%j.  W.  L.  Young. 
These  companies  are  in  service  for  three  years  or  the  war;  are  well 
drilled  and  armed.  They  are  heavy  artillery,  and  have  been  raised  in 
the  district  for  the  defense  of  the  Cape  Fear  and  Wilmington.  I  think 
it  will  be  better  on  all  accounts  and  Uiat  the  efficiency  of  these  troops 
will  be  promoted  by  organizing  them  into  a  regiment  Should  a  move 
ftx>m  here  become  necessary  this  will  have  to  he  done.  I  propose  that 
the  ten  companies  as  they  stand  in  order  of  the  rank  of  captains  shaU 
be  constituted  or  accepted  as  a  regiment  of  Confederate  troops ;  and  as 
they  are  already  in  service  I  recommend  for  appointment  the  following 
field  officers :  To  be  colonel,  Bobert  Tansill,  captain,  C.  S.  Army ;  to  be 
lieutenant-colonel,  John  J.  Hedrick,  major  battalion  of  artillery,  C.  S. 
Army,  and  to  be  m^jor,  W.  L.  Young,  migor  battalion  of  artillery,  Q. 
S.  Army.  Capt  [Bobert]  Tansill,  C.  S.  Army  (Begular  Army),  formerly 
an  officer  of  Marines  and  late  colonel  First  [Secondl  Virginia  Artillery, 
is  a  Virginian,  is  now  acting  inspector- general,  and  nas  been  frequently 
recommended  for  promotion.  His  knowledge  of  the  profession  is 
thorough  and  extensive.  I  know  no  officer  whom  I  should  prefer  to 
command  a  regiment    l£%j.  John  J.  Hedrick  is  firom  this  town  and 
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State,  and  is  a  most  active  and  indefatigable  officer.  He  is  now  in  eom- 
mand  of  Fort  Saint  Philip.  The  works  be  has  constmcted  both  tiiere 
and  at  Fort  Fisher  entitle  him  to  great  credit.  He  is  an  artillery  officer 
of  rare  promise  and  an  excellent  disciplinarian.  M^jor  Yonng  is  also 
from  this  State,  and  commands  a  battation  of  three  companies.  He  is 
a  yonng  officer  of  great  energy,  and  has  displayed  great  zeal  in  the  de- 
fense of  this  place.  These  officers  are  all  on  dnty  here  and  with  the 
troops  it  is  proposed  they  shall  command.  If  yon  approve  of  this  sug- 
gestion please  to  let  me  know  and  li^  this  matter  before  the  President 
for  his  action. 

y ery  respeotfhllj, 

W,  H.  O.  WHJTING, 

Brigadier-OeHeral. 


Hbadquabtxbs,  March  17, 1803. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx,  OoUMaraughj  N.  0. : 

Gbnbbal  :  Yonr  telegram  of  report  of  the  scont  Harrison  is  received, 
if  it  is  confirmed  yon  hi^  better  move  Gamett^s  brigade  near  enough 
to  you  to  be  in  easy  snpi>orting  distance  and  keep  me  advised,  that  I 
may  send  yon  other  re-enforcements.  I  shall  hold  three  other  Inigades 
ready  for  yon.  Meantime  get  all  the  provisions  together  that  you  can 
and  have  yonr  supply  of  ammunition  well  looked  to.  If  yon  do  not  get 
satisfactory  information  otherwise  pnt  your  cavaliy  together  and  send 
it  with  a  battery  toward  the  enemy's  rear  and  learn  wniat  the  enemy  is 
going  to  do. 

I  remain,  very  respectfally,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 
IAeutena/lU^€^enerdlJ  OammamUng» 


HBADQUABTifiBS,  March  17, 1803. 

General  M.  Jbuxinb,  FramkUnj  N.  0. : 

OtKNRnAij :  General  B.  H.  HUl  telegraphs  the  arrival  of  re-enforce- 
ments at  New  Beme.  Thoee  at  Suffolk  are  probably  intended  foot  New 
Berne. 

JAMES  LOKGSTBEET, 
IAeutenamt•€^cneralJ  Oommandii^. 


Hbadquabtbbs,  March  17, 1803. 
General  R  B.  Lbk, 

Oammandingf  Acj  Frcdaricktburgj  To. : 

GsmsAL :  Yonr  letter  of  the  16th  is  just  received.  I  have  Hood's 
division  on  the  railroad  ready  for  a  move  in  any  direction,  and  have 
kept  him  there  with  the  view  to  some  such  emergency  as  indicated  in 
your  letter.  The  order  for  the  return  of  the  troops  from  Western  Vir- 
ginia to  their  old  positions  and  some  movements  that  I  thoaght  best  to 
make  in  order  to  draw  the  enemy  out  into  some  development  of  his 
plans  have  made  it  necessary  to  detach  some  of  General  Fickett^s 
division.  I  shall  be  ready  to  join  you  with  Hood's  division  at  any  mo- 
ment unless  there  is  a  fine  opportunity  to  strike  a  decided  blow  /lere, 
in  which  case  I  think  I  had  better  act  promptly  and  trust  to  your  being 
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able  to  hold  the  force  in  your  front  in  check  antil  I  can  join  yon.  Hie 
force  at  Newport  News  is  reported  to-day  as  moving  to  re-enHoiroe  Sof* 
folk.  I  fear  that  the  real  object  is  to  join  Foster  at  New  Berne.  K  this 
is  the  intention  I  shall  be  obliged  to  move  all  of  Pickett's  division  down 
to  Gk)ldsborongh.  I  have  tolerably  accurate  information  of  this  force 
and  pnt  it  down  at  20,000  Ml,  but  its  condition  is  snch  that  I  do  not 
regard  it  as  certain  to  succeed  in  any  de8X)erate  undertaking.  The  pris- 
oners taken  at  Arkansas  Post  are  expected  here  to-day.  If  they  arrive 
they  will  be  organized  and  armed  at  once,  and  will  help  us  along  wonder- 
fhlly  •  1  am  atout  to  start  out  for  the  Blackwater,  and  will  write  to  yoa 
more  fully  on  my  return. 

I  am,  genecaL  most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

JAMES  LONOSTBEET, 

LieiOmuimt  OmieraL 


EDbadquartbrs. 
JKXmIins  N.  0.,  Mardk  17, 1863. 

Mai.  0«n-  ^-  H.  HnXy 

Oamnumdmg  at  OoWibonmgk^  If.  0. : 

GiBNBRAL :  I  herewith  indose  dispatches*  from  Gtonerals  Qamett  and 
Pettigrew ;  they  came  directed  to  you ;  I  opened  them  for  the  purpose 
of  g^£iing  information  of  the  enemy's  movements.  I  have  not  heard 
from  General  Pettigrew  since  I  saw  you.  I  think,  howevery  that  he  is 
not  in  any  immediate  danger,  or  I  should  have  heard  from  him  or  Cap- 
tain Whitford.  I  have  sent  a  courier  to  Captain  Whitford  to  find  out 
the  state  of  affitirs  there  and  will  let  you  know  as  soon  as  I  hear.  Oen- 
erfd  Bobertson  I  have  not  yet  heard  from.  Mr.  J.  C.  Washington  has  a 
contract  with  the  Confederate  Government  for  the  delivery  of  a  large 
amount  of  irom  and  he  has  a  lot  of  com  here  to  enable  him  to  feed  his 
operatives.  B!e  has  offered  to  exchange  this  com  for  the  same  quantity 
in  the  vicinity  of  Tarborough,  and  as  it  is  more  abundant  there  than 
here  I  think  it  would  be  well  to  make  the  exchange.  WUl  I  be  allowed 
to  make  the  exchange  f  The  quartermaster  there  could  give  him  the 
quantity  that  he  turns  over  to  the  quartermaster  at  ttuA  post.  I  have 
received  no  report  this  morning  from  my  pickets. 
Yeiy  respectfully, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Briffodier-OeieraL 

Hbabquartbrs, 
Peiershwrgj  To.,  March  18, 1863. 
General  K  B.  LbB| 

Oommamdingj  dke.^  FrtderUiMmrgy  Va. : 

Obnbral  :  Your  letter  of  10.30  p.  m.  yesterday  is  received.  I  do  not 
think  it  would  be  well  to  draw  ofF  any  portion  of  Piokett^s  division  at 
present.  All  of  it  cannot  well  be  taken  from  here  as  long  as  the  enemy 
holds  this  force  of  his  so  near  Bichmond.  The  force  at  Newport  News 
and  Suffolk  cannot  be  less  than  26,000.  We  shall  have  to  meet  that 
with  hardly  a  third,  including  Pickett^s  division ;  but  there  are  three 
brigades  of  Pickett^s  division  near  here,  which  may  possibly  be  thrown 
up  by  rail ;  that  is  if  the  enemy  makes  no  effort  to  advance  by  the  sontl* 
side.  I  think,  however,  that  he  will  make  a  diversion  from  Suffolk,  and 
as  strong  as  is  in  him. 

)four  letter,!  in  relation  to  supplies,  of  yesterday  is  this  moment  re- 

'  '  'V  '  '  ■  ■  ■  .1.1.1111  I 

*Not  fonnd.  t  Not  found ;  but  see  Longstreet  to  Hill,  wme  date. 
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oeived.  All  things  oonsideTed  I  now  think  that  oar  better  plan  vonld 
have  been  to  fight  the  enemy  on  the  Bappahannock  with  the  force  that 
yon  have  there,  or  slightly  diminished  even,  and  to  leave  the  force  that 
was  here  to  drive  bacS:  the  enemy  in  North  Carolina  and  draw  ont  the 
supplies  there.  I  cannot  divest  myself  of  the  opinion  that  an  obstinate 
resistance  on  the  Bappahannock  will  hold  that  line,  and  the  force  that  I 
had  here  would  then  do  to  drive  the  enemy  ont  of  North  Carolina,  where 
it  seems  we  must  get  onr  supplies.  With  the  force  left  here  by  the  with- 
drawal of  Hood's  division  nothing  can  be  done  more  than  to  hold  oui 
fortified  positions  and  railroads,  and  the  latter  is  somewhat  doubtfiil. 
If  it  is  neoeesaiy  to  give  ground  anywhere  it  seems  to  me  that  it  would 
have  been  better  to  retire  your  force  across  the  Anna,  and  to  keep  pos- 
session of  all  that  part  of  North  Carolina  where  we  may  be  able  to  get 
supplies.  From  your  report  of  the  scarcity  of  supplies  wit^  you  I  fear 
that  Hood's  division  may  be  more  than  you  can  supply,  and  I  doubt  if 
it  can  reach  you  in  time  by  marching.  I  shall  ther&ore  try  and  have 
it  sent  by  railroad,  unless  I  get  authority  by  telegraph  to  stop  it.  I 
shall  go  to  Richmond  this  afternoon  and  await  there  fhrther  intelli- 
genee. 

I  remaim  general,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 

P.  8. — ^The  enemy  is  re-enforcing  at  New  Berne  and  at  Suffolk.  His 
intentions  it  is  presumed  are  to  make  diversions  on  both  points  when 
he  moves  to  cross  the  Bappahannock.  Success  at  either  point  will  be 
pushed,  of  course,  unless  he  ikils  again  on  the  Bappahannock. 


Hdqbs.  Dspt.  of  YiRavxiA.  Aia>  Nobth  Oabolina. 

Marek  IBjl^m. 
M^.  Gen.  D.  H.  HiLL, 

GomfMHkKfi^,  dkCy  Ooldabanmghj  JT.  0.: 

Oeivebai^  :  The  commanding  general  has  received  your  letter  of  last 
night.  He  leaves  this  afternoon  for  Bichmond.  He  wrote  you  fhlb 
ttoB  morning,  and  the  letter  is  sent  yon  with  this.  By  his  direction  J 
have  telegraphed  you  that  you  might  go  as  you  propose  and  use  Ban 
som's  brigade.  I  have  also  telegraphed  to  General  Whiting  to  responoi 
to  your  call  for  that  brigade.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  pressing  on  the 
Bappi^nnock.  It  looks  as  if  a  battle  must  soon  be  fought  there. 
I  am.  general,  very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBKQL, 
AuUiant  Adfutamt-Omenln 


Hbadquabtbbs,  March  18, 1883. 
M%|.  Gen.  B.  H.  Hell: 

General:  I  have  Just  received  aletter  from  General  Lee,  calling  for 
Hood's  division  back  upon  the  Bappahannock.  The  enemy  is  reported 
across  with  oavaby  and  artillery  at  Kelly's  Ford  and  attempting  with 
infontry  at  United  States  Ford.  General  Lee  calls  for  myseu  also 
and  Piokett^s  division.  The  latter,  I  think,  cannot  be  spiued;  at  all 
events  not  tail  we  ascertain  what  is  likely  to  be  the  dinMsition  of  the 
fbroe  latolyheld  at  Newport  News.    I  shall  start  back  to  Bappahannock 
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to-morrow  onless  other  news  is  received.  If  the  eneiD>  mo^'es  agwnst 
yoa  yoa  will  have  to  try  and  hold  yoiiri>06itioD8  by  obstinate  rosistaoee. 
The  force  [lately]  at  Newport  News  is  supposed  to  be  at  Snfiblk,  and  a 
part  of  it  IS  supposed  to  be  the  re-enforcements  reported  at  New  Berne. 
Try  and  be  well  advised  of  the  troops  in  your  front,  and  if  any  re-en- 
foitsements  come  from  Charleston  call  on  G^eral  Beauregard  for  some 
of  his  forces,  advising  him,  of  course,  that  ti^e  enemy  is  re-enforoed  in 
your  front  from  his.  If  you  find  that  you  cannot  hold  and  protect  yoor 
railroad,  then  WUmington  must  be  looked  to  and  held  at  all  hazards.  It 
cannot  be  long  before  we  will  be  able  to  help  you  from  the  Rappahan- 
nock. I  doubt  now  if  we  will  be  able  to  give  you  any  furUier  aid 
from  there  until  the  battle  is  fought  on  the  Bappahannock.  The  ea- 
emy  may  advance  by  the  Blackwater  with  his  re-enforoements  or  they 
may  be  moved  down  to  re-enforce  the  garrison  at  New  Berne.  What- 
ever arrangement  he  makes  it  seems  now  titot  we  must  first  overcome 
his  force  at  Fredericksburg. 

I  remain^  genend,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONOSTBBBT, 


tM*r.t 


mDy  Ya^  MarA  19,  186S. 
General  B.  B.  Lee, 

Oammandingj  Fredariekshurgf  Fo.: 

Oenbral  :  I  wrote  you  hastily  yesterday,  which  partially  answered 
your  letter  of  the  17th  instant.  In  one  of  your  letters  you  ask  what  I 
can  do  toward  procuring  supplies  in  North  Carolina.  I  can,  I  think, 
get  all  of  the  supplies  in  that  State  if  I  can  use  my  forces ;  but  if  the 
two  divisions  are  to  be  held  in  readiness  to  Join  you,  or  even  one  of 
them,  I  can  do  nothing.  The  enemy  has  40,000  men,  at  the  lowest  esti- 
mate, between  York  Biver  and  the  Cape  Fear.  I  have  about  the  same, 
but  almost  every  available  man  for  active  operations  must  be  held  to 
re-enforce  you  ]  therefore  I  cannot  use  them.  If  the  divisions  of  Pickett 
and  Hood  are  to  be  withdrawn  whenever  the  enemy  on  the  Bappahan- 
nock advances  we  shall  leave  a  force  of  twenty-odd  thousand  near 
Suffolk,  with  no  force  to  oppose  it,  except  Davis'  brigade,  and  on  this 
side  of  the  James  Biver  tibe  usual  garrison  of  the  city.  A  tolerably 
respectable  move  fix>m  Suffolk  would  give  the  enemy  possession  of  Pe- 
tersburg fortified*  He  could  take  it  without  the  loss  of  a  man.  That 
point  in  his  possession  North  Carolina  would  soon  be  at  his  command 
from  the  railroad  east  That  line  would  cut  off  most  of  the  supplies 
that  we  depend  upon  for  our  sustenance.  I  know  that  it  is  the  halnt 
with  individuals  in  all  armies  to  represent  their  own  positions  as  the 
most  important  ones,  and  it  may  be  that  this  feeling  is  operating  with 
me;  but  I  am  not  prompted  by  any  desire  to  do,  or  to  attempt  to  do, 
gveat  things.  I  only  wish  to  do  whiftt  I  regard  as  my  duty — ^give  you 
''>he  frill  benefit  of  my  views.  It  seems  to  me  to  be  a  mat^r  of  prime 
necessity  with  us  to  keep  the  enemy  out  of  North  Carolina  in  order  that 
we  may  draw  out  aJl  the  supplies  there,  and  if  we  give  him  ground  at 
all  it  would  be  better  to  do  so  from  the  Bappahannock.  It  is  right,  as 
you  say,  to  concentrate  and  crash  him;  but  will  it  be  better  to  concen- 
trate upon  his  grand  army  rather  than  on  his  detachments  and  then 
make  a  grand  concentration  on  the  grand  army  f  If  we  draw  olf  from 
the  front  of  his  grand  army  we  ought  to  be  able  to  crush  n^idly  his 
detachments,  and  at  tiie  same  time  hold  the  grand  army  in  dheck  as  ftr 
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back  as  the  Soath  Anna  at  least,  particnlarly  while  the  roads  aire  so 
very  bad,  then  concentrate  on  the  grand  army  and  try  and  dispose  <rf 
that.  We  have  been  ready  to  fight  for  the  last  three  months,  and  have 
only  £Euled  to  do  so  beeaase  we  could  not  reach  his  force  on  the  Bap- 
pahannock,  imd  becanse  it  was  not  convenient  to  tonch  him  elsewhere. 
If  we  delaj  nntil  he  is  again  ready  to  give  battle  we  give  him  all  that 
he  can  desire,  besides  we  fail  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  opportunity  to 
produce  a  favorable  political  impression  at  the  North,  or  rather  we  fsdl 
to  reap  the  rewards  of  that  impression  already  produced.  If  we  cripple 
him  only,  a  little  at  one  place  and  then  another,  we  may  mutually  pro- 
duce grand  results.  I  hope  that  I  have  gone  into  detauia  sufficiently  to 
give  you  my  views,  but  I  am  always  ready  to  do  and  to  say  all  that  I  can. 
I  remain,  general,  most  respectliilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAM£S  LONOSTBBBT, 
Lieutemmt-Oenerdly  Oammamdmg. 

General  Hood  is  ordered  back  to  his  old  camp. 


Abjt.  ajxd  In8p.  Oxn.'s  Offiob,  Wab  Dbpt.,  0. 8.  A., 

Bkihmandj  To.,  March  19, 1883. 
Lieut.  G^n.  Jambs  Lonostbeet, 

Commanding^  ^c,  Bichmondy  Va. : 

Oenebal  :  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  me  to  say  to  you  that  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  telegram  received  from  General  Lee  you  are  directed 
to  recall  the  divisions  of  Generals  Hood  and  Pickett  and  to  retain  them 
in  their  former  positions  or  such  others  as  you  may  select.  In  your 
absence,  and  for  the  sake  of  expedition,  similar  orders  were  issued  di- 
rectly to  Generals  Hood  and  Pickett  yesterday. 

I  am,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOmr  WITHBB8, 
Lieutenant-OoUmel  and  Assistant  A^iutamt-OenemL 


HXABQUABTEBS  ABMY  OF  KOBTHBBK  YXBOINIA, 

March  19, 1883. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Lovgstbeet, 

Commamdingj  <&o. : 

Gekebal  :  On  my  arrival  here  yesterday  I  learned  that  the  cavalry 
force  of  the  enemy  which  crossed  at  EeUy's  Ford  had  subsequently  re- 
tired, and  that  the  reported  attempt  to  force  a  passage  at  tiie  United 
States  Ford  had  not  been  made.  I  therefore  sent  a  telegram  to  Genera] 
Cooper,  requesting  that  the  divisions  <Mxiered  up  here  might  be  stopped 
and  returned  to  their  former  positions.  I  need  not  remind  you  that  it 
will  be  necessary  to  maintain  great  vigilance  in  your  front  as  well  as 
here,  and  to  hold  the  troops  at  both  points  ready  to  co-operate  when- 
ever it  is  correctly  ascertained  where  the  attack  of  the  enemy  will  fidl. 
1  hope  you  will  be  able  to  act  on  the  suggestions  contained  in  my  letter 
from  Bicbmond  relative  to  obtaining  all  the  supplies  possible  of  forage 
and  subsistence  from  North  Carolina  and  turn  all  the  energies  of  your 
department  in  that  direction. 

With  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LBB, 

OmuraL 
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Btatb  of  Nobth  Oabouna,  Exxoirrrvx  Dxpabudbiit, 

kaUigh,  K.  a,  Mmrek  19,  IMS. 
General  B.  E.  Leb: 

His  Excellency  GoTemor  Vance  has  received  information  that  oertam 
soldiers  belonging  to  the  brigades  of  Generals  Bamseor  and  Hoke  an 
now  nnder  arrest  and  are  being  tried  for  desertion.  His  Excellent^  is 
deeply  pained  to  learn  this,  and  directs  me  to  commnnicate  to  yea  the 
fects  and  circumstances  connected  with  the  retnm  of  these  men  to  tiie 
army.  While  M%j.  Gen.  G.  W.  Smith  was  in  command  of  this  depart- 
ment he  cansed  an  order  to  be  issued  extending  a  ftdl  pardon  (except 
forfeiture  of  pay  for  the  period  of  unauthorised  absence)  to  all  enUsted 
men  absent  without  leave  who  should  voluntarily  return  to  their  respect- 
ive commands  on  or  before  February  10.  Upon  consultation  between 
General  Smith  and  the  Governor  it  was  thought  ttiat  a  prodamatbm 
by  His  Excellency,  appealing  to  the  patriotism  and  State  pride  of  ab- 
sentees, would  induce  their  speedy  return  to  duty.  A  proclamation  was 
accordinglly  issued,  and  the  reasonable  expectation  as  to  its  effect  was 
fhlly  reaUsed  and  hundreds  were  induced  to  retnm  to  their  colors.  The 
period  at  first  limited  was  so  brief  that  numbers  in  remote  parts  of  the 
State  were  unable  to  comply.  With  a  knowledge  of  this  fact,  and  in 
Gonformitiy  with  an  order  of  General  French,  anotiier  proclamation  was 
issued  extending  the  time  to  March  5.  It  is  true  that  General  Smith's 
order  could  only  extend  to  his  own  department,  but  His  Excellen<^ 
thought  it  right  to  extend  it  to  all  North  Carolina  soldiers.  Copies  oi 
the  order  of  General  Smith  and  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  are 
herewith  inclosed.*  In  the  opinion  of  His  Excellency  the  punishment  of 
these  men  would  be  a  gross  violation  of  Justice  and  good  futh,  and  he 
enters  his  most  solemn  protest  against  it.  In  issuing  these  proclama- 
tions he  was  actuated  by  a  sincere  and  earnest  desire  to  promote  the  in- 
terest of  the  public  service  and  he  had  reason  to  believe  that  his  course 
would  meet  the  approbation  of  the  Confederate  authorities,  and  he  trusts 
and  believes  that  in  this  reasonable  hope  he  will  not  be  disappointed. 
He  will  not  allow  himself  to  doubt  that  your  sense  of  justice  and  xi^t 
will  induce  you  to  cause  all  such  soldiers  to  be  immediately  disehaiged 
from  arrest. 

With  sentiments  of  the  highest  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

DAVID  A.  BABNE8, 
Aide-de-Oamp  to  ike  Qovm^w&r. 


Bkoimebb  BintBAu, 
Bfanmimdj  To.,  JTorol  19, 186S. 

M%|.  W.  T.  ALEXAin)BB, 

Qnartermaater  and  Intpeetor  of  TrantparUMm : 

Majob  :  I  have  the  pleasure  to  inclose  a  tabular  statement  of  tlie 
distances  from  the  Capitol  to  the  batteries  around  Bichmond.  The  dis- 
tances both  by  the  road  and  by  air-Une  aire  given. 

*  GMMral  Smith's  oider  And  ttt  GoTsmor's  seoood  psoelsniatioB  aot  fyanL 
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J.  F.  OILMBB, 
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Kan  raOM  aniBir.— F!l|y-seTenth  YMuIa  Beetment,  aggregate  nresent  latt  report  BBS;  on  de 
Caobed  dnty  at  Fort  Powbataa,  Ftrat  VlrginU  Kegfaaenti  aggregate  preoent  latt  report,  808:  on 
dotanliffi  Mrriee  at  Fdrt  Powbatan.  Bradford's  buttery  asakned  to  dnty  with  the  diriaion  ainoe  laat 
report.    [Gaznett'a  brigade]  on  detaehed  dnty  in  North  Caroflna. 
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Hradquarisrs, 
Peterskwrg,  Va.j  March  21,  1803. 
Geoeral  D.  H.  Hill. 

Comffumdingy  ae.,  Ooldthwroughy  N.  0. : 

Genbral  :  Your  letters  of  the  19th  and  20th  are  received.  If  Ransom's 
brigade  is  brought  to  Goldsborongh  yon  will  not  need  Kemper's,  and  it 
had  better  be  returned  at  once,  and  Bansom's  being  at  Ck>ldsboroagh 
will  relieve  me  of  all  anxiety  aoout  that  place  and  save  the  necessity  of 
sending  General  Pickett  down.  I  have  ordered  my  Whitworth  gun  to 
be  sent  you  for  the  expedition,  but  I  cannot  let  it  go  any  faither,  as 
Gfeueral  Lee  regards  it  as  part  of  his  command,  and  will  require  it  if  be 
recalls  me  to  his  aid.  The  snow  is  10  or  12  inclies  deep,  and  the  Whit 
worth  at  Fort  Powhatan.  I  fear  therefore  that  I  will  not  be  able  to 
get  It  here  in  time  to  ship  it  to-morrow  afternoon,  but  it  shall  go  as  soon 
as  it  is  possible  to  get  it  off.  Send  some  one  to  meet  it  and  conduct  it 
to  you.    It  will  be  ordered  to  Tarborough  from  here. 

I  desire  you  to  move  from  Greenville  as  quickly  as  possibla  The  suc- 
cess of  such  expeditions  depends  altogether  upon  their  promptness  and 
action.  If  you  need  Kemi>er  at  any  point  in  your  rear  keep  him  for  the 
time,  but  send  him  back  as  soon  as  possible.  General  Pickett  will  not 
be  sent  down,  as  General  Bansom's  presence  at  Goldsborongh  will  sat- 
isfy all  conditions.  You  must  always  have  an  eye  to  drawing  out  the 
supplies  from  the  country  in  which  you  move.  You  will  not  confine 
yourself  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Department  in  purchasing  supplies, 
but  give  the  market  price  and  liberal  prices  for  transportation  when- 
ever you  purchase  near  the  enemy's  lines:  and  when  you  purchase  and 
find  that  you  can  draw  off  the  supplies,  take  every  pound  that  is  in  the 
market,  and  when  you  find  it  necessary  impress  at  the  market  prices. 
If  it  is  necessary,  you  can  leave  Gamett's  brigade  to  protect  trains,  &c., 
while  hauling.  I  suppose  that  you  will  ne^  General  Pettigrew's  at 
Gk)ldsborough.  If  not,  you  can  also  use  it  in  aiding  you  to  get  out 
supplies. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  liONGSTRBBT, 

Lieutenant'OmeraL 


HBADQTTARTERe, 

KintUmy  N,  C,  March  21, 1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

O&mnuinding  at  Ooldttborongh.  N.  0, : 

General  :  Your  note  of  this  date  has  been  received.  From  its  con- 
tents I  presume  you  intend  me  to  await  Kemper's  arrival,  should  he  be 
accidentally  detained  beyond  Monday.  I  understand  Blount  Hall  to 
be  the  place  you  desire  me  to  go  to.  I  think  it  a  more  suit^ible  position 
than  Snow  Hill  for  the  reason  you  assign.  The  place  I  refer  to  is,  1 
presume,  the  one  you  mean ;  it  is  on  one  of  the  roads  leading  from  this 
place  to  Greenville,  about  18  or  20  miles  from  here,  between  the  Con- 
tentnea  and  Greenville,  and  some  6  or  8  miles  from  the  Neuse.  1  shall 
take  with  me  three  days'  rations.  I  have  but  four  pieces  of  artillery 
now  belonging  to  my  brigade,  General  Pettigrew  not  having  returned 
the  two  rifie  guns.  I  wish  to  take  one  of  the  four- gun  batteries  here; 
there  will  then  be  left  twelve  pieces  besides  those  Kemper  will  bring 
with  him.  I  would  like  to  have  the  troops  I  leave  behind  on  picket 
duty  relieved  as  soon  as  possible.  I  think  they  can  be  relieved  ou 
Wednesday,  and  wish  you  would  so  order  it.    Nethercutt's  people  will 
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be  here  and  they  know  the  ooantry  thoroaghly.  I  will  not  send  the 
regiment  to  Gore  Greek  on  Monday,  as  it  coold  not  Join  me  before 
Thursday  or  Friday,  would  leave  my  brigade  very  mneh  scattered,  and 
wonld  very  much  impair  its  efficiency.  Kemper  can  make  the  demon- 
stration if  you  stiU  desire  it  Colonel  Lewis  will  remain  in  command 
of  the  outposts  until  my  men  are  relieved,  and  he  can  give  all  the  in- 
formation. The  regiment  that  I  should  have  sent  knew  nothing  at  all 
of  the  country.  With  Nethercutt's  people  there  will  be  no  lack  of 
guides. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

jm^IUB  DAFIBL, 

OeierdL 


EDbadquabtbbs, 
Peienburgj  To.,  March  21, 1803. 

General  K  E.  Leb,  Oammandlngj  dfo. : 

Obnebal  :  Tour  letter  of  the  19th  is  received.  I  am  doing  all  that 
I  can  to  draw  the  supplies  ftom  the  eastern  portion  of  North  Carolina, 
but  have  been  obliged  to  detach  portions  of  Greneral  Pickett^s  division 
for  that  purpose.  My  (^orations  must  be  very  limited,  as  I  do  not  teel 
authorized  to  use  Hood's  division  for  any  puri>ose,  as  it  would  take  him 
so  [fiGur]  from  yon  that  he  would  not  be  able  to  Join  you  at  Fredericks- 
burg. In  this  connection  I  would  suggest  that  the  troops  should  be 
taken  up  by  raO  instead  of  the  artillery.  I  think  that  yon  will  need  the 
infemtry  more  than  the  artillery.  When  I  arrived  at  Richmond  I  found 
that  the  troops  were  movkig  up  to  Join  you  by  marching  and  the  bat- 
talion of  artillery  shipping  by  raiL  The  movement  of  the  latter  had 
better  be  delayed  than  that  of  the  former. 

I  remain,  general,  most  respectftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONOSTBEET. 

P.  S. — ^I  send  you  a  report  Just  received.  Reports  reach  me  from 
various  directions  leading  to  the  same  conclusion.  The  commander  on 
Hie  Blackwater  has  reported  the  arrival  of  large  re-enforcements  at 
Suffolk.  I  believe  that  an  advantageous  battle  could  be  made  at  Suf- 
folk in  the  next  fifteen  days,  but  at  least  one  division  in  addition  to 
what  we  have  would  be  necessary. 
Most  respectfhlly, 

J.  L. 


Hbadquabtebs  Abmt  of  Nobthbbn  Vibginia, 

March  21,  1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstbbet, 

Commanding  Department^  dc,  Petersburg^  Va, : 

Obnebal  :  1  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  instant.  I  had 
hoped  that  you  would  have  been  able  with  the  troops  in  North  Carolina 
to  have  accomplished  the  object  proposed  in  my  letter  of  the  17th* 
and  did  not  suppose  that  you  would  have  required  Pickett's  and  Hood^s 
divisions,  as  from  information  1  received  the  enemy  between  the  Boan- 
oke  and  Tar  is  feeble.  I  still  think  if  you  can  retain  them  in  reserve, 
to  be  thrown  on  any  point  attacked  or  where  a  blow  can  be  struck,  it 
will  be  the  best  dis];>osition  of  them.    If,  however,  you  see  an  opportn* 

*Nat  foood. 
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nity  of  dealing  a  damaging  blow,  or  of  driving  him  from  any  important 
poaitionfiL  do  not  be  idle,  bnt  act  promptly.  If  circamstanoes  render  it 
impossible  or  disadvantegeons  for  you  to  rejoin  tbis  army  when  attacked 
we  must  withdraw  toward  yon,  if  we  cannot  resist  alone. 

In  operating  against  any  point  accessible  to  the  enemy's  gouboats  be 
prepared  for  them.  I  am  confident  that  at  all  times  and  in  all  places 
you  will  do  all  that  can  be  done  for  the  defense  of  the  coonti^  and 
advancement  of  the  service,  and  are  ready  to  cooperate  or  act  singly  as 
circnmstances  dictate.  I  only  wish  you  therefore  to  keep  me  advised 
of  your  movements  that  I  may  shape  mine  accordingly,  and  not  to  feel 
trammeled  in  your  operations  other  than  is  required  by  the  general  phm 
of  operations  when  an  opportunity  offers  for  you  to  advance  the  object 
of  the  campai^ 

I  am,  witii  great  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

B.  E.  LEE, 

OeneraL 


Statb  of  Nobth  Oabolina,  Exbotttivx  Dbpabtment, 

BaMgh,  IT.  C,  March  21, 1863. 
Hon.  Jahes  a.  Sbddon. 

Beoretary  of  War : 

Bib  :  Tours  of  7th  instant,  inclosing  letters  from  Lieutenant-Colonel 
Oook  and  General  Jones,  in  relation  to  impressment  of  forage  by  a  de- 
tachment of  General  Jenkins'  cavalry,  has  been  received.  I  am  sorry 
to  see  that  the  charge  of  impressment  is  denied  upon  the  authority  of 
Sergeant  Hale.  The  concurrent  testimony  of  the  dtisens  of  about 
twenty  counties  with  at  least  fifty  letters  to  that  effect  in  my  office 
would  seem  to  be  sufficient  to  establish  a  fact  of  general  notoriety. 
Those  men  were  in  several  detachments,  operating  in  as  many  different 
counties,  and  Sergeant  Hale  hardly  could  know  what  they  were  all  doing 
at  the  same  time.  Their  method  was  to  eo  to  a  farmer's  house  and  tell 
him  they  wanted  com  at  $1.50  per  bushel,  and  if  he  did  not  sell  it  they 
would  take  it.  In  some  instances  their  quartermaster  attended  public 
sales  and  publicly  notified  the  assemblage  (most  of  them  families  of 
absent  soldiers)  that  they  need  not  bid  for  the  com ;  that  they  were 
determined  to  have  it.  Yielding  where  resistance  would  have  been 
useless  they  (the  cavalry)  took  the  corn  at  such  price  as  they  saw 
proper  to  pay,  and  this  is  not  impressment  I  I  beg  leave  also  to  assure 
you  that  the  imputations  indulged  in  by  Gktneral  Jones  and  Lieutenant- 
Colonel  Cook  against  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  that  region  (I  suppose 
also  upon  the  authority  of  Sergeant  Hale)  are  entirely  without  founda- 
tion in  fact,  the  refusal  to  take  Confederate  money,  if  such  was  the  case, 
originating  solely  in  the  fact  that  they  did  not  have  the  com  to  sell. 
Neither  North  Carolina  money  nor  gold  could  buy  an  article  which  was 
not  in  the  country.  That  country,  to  my  personal  knowledge,  may 
safely  challenge  any  similar  region  in  the  South  to  show  a  bettor  mus- 
ter-roll in  the  army.  But  that  is  not  the  matter  at  issue.  I  complain 
that  a  large  body  of  broken-down  cavalry  horses  are  in  North  Carolina, 
eating  up  the  subsisteiice  of  the  people  in  a  region  desolated  by  drought 
^nd  reduced  to  the  verge  of  starvation  ;  impressing  it  at  prices  aboat 
jne-half  the  market  rates.  The  people  or  the  horses  must  suffer.  1 
ask  for  the  removal  of  the  horses.  Is  it  denied  or  refiised  T  That  is 
the  question.  I  beg  leave  to  disabuse  your  mind  of  the  impression 
whidi  it  seems  to  entertain,  that  I  objected  to  these  impressments  be- 
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oaase  they  were  for  Yirginia  cavalrj.  By  no  means.  I  did  not  l^erm 
them  snoh,  at  least  did  not  so  intend  to  term  them.  I  have  do  pr^iu 
dioe  against  the  troops  from  any  State  engaged  in  defending  the  com- 
mon canse,  bnt  I  am  unwilling  to  see  the  bread  taken  from  the  months 
of  women  and  children  for  the  nse  of  any  troops,  when  those  troops 
might  be  easily  removed  to  regions  where  there  is  com  to  sell,  and  I 
earnesUv  request  once  more  that  they  may  be  so  removed. 
Yery  respectflEdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANOB. 

[IndorMBMBte.] 

March  25, 1803. 

Bespectfhlly  referred  to  Miy.  Gen.  S.  Joues  for  informatiou  and  re- 
port; also  for  reference  to  Brigiulier-Geuei*al  Jeukins'  comuiaud.    It  is 
a  matter  of  mnch  concern  to  this  Department  that  there  is  so  much  of 
evil  spoken  of  General  Jenkins^  bands  of  cavalry. 
By  order  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

J.  A.  CAMPBELL, 
AssistOMt  Secretary  of  War, 

Headquarters  Department  op  West  Virginia, 

AprU  6, 1863. 

Bespectfully  returned  to  the  War  Department  with  the  report  of 
Ool.  W.  H.  French  of  the  3d  instant  My  own  remarks  on  this  letter 
were  given  in  my  letter**  of  the  2d  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Major- GeneraL 

Headquarters  Cavalry  BRxaADE, 

Balemj  Va.j  AprU  3, 1863. 
Ubi.  Gton.  Sakuel  Joives, 

OowMMmding  Deparimenf,  of  WeaUm  Virginia : 

Oensral  :  A  communication  from  His  Excellency  Governor  Vance, 
of  North  Carolina,  referred  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  you  and  by  you  to 
mysdf,  has  just  been  received.  In  reply  1  would  state  on  the  subject  of 
impressment  that  no  orders  have  ever  been  issued  to  any  officer  or  agent 
of  this  command  to  impress  forage  prior  to  your  communication*  of  the 
22d  ultimo,  authorizing  Capt  [M.  B.]  Porteaux,  assistant  quartermaster, 
to  do  so.  If  any  impressments  have  been  made  not  included  in  that 
authority  tiie  party  making  them  rendered  himself  liable  to  charges, 
and  on  proper  notification  firom  any  aggrieved  person  in  North  Carolina 
they  would  have  been  promptly  preferred  and  the  complaint  fully 
investigated ;  and  I  beg  leave  to  state  that,  notwithstanding  the  fifty 
letters  received  by  Governor  Vance  and  the  notoriety  of  the  offenses  of 
Jenkins'  bands  of  cavalry,  not  one  single  specific  charge  has  ever  been 
sent  to  these  headquarters  from  that  or  any  other  source  since  I  have 
been  in  command  of  this  brigade  (uearly  a  month),  uor  before  Genera] 
Jenkins  left,  as  I  am  informed  by  a  member  of  his  staff*. 

On  another  x>oint  touching  the  character  of  this  command  I  feel  called 
upNon  to  state  that  the  larger  portion  of  it  has  been  quartered  here  in 
this  county  nearly  four  months,  and  I  would  invite  investigation  to  the 
fact  that  no  serious  complaints  have  been  made  by  any  citizens;  and 
whfle  officers  and  agents  sent  out  by  us  under  your  orders  on  detached 
aervioe  at  remote  iK>ints  to  arrest  deserters  and  forage  horses  may  have 

*Kotfoimd« 
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been  guilty  of  improper  condact,  Buoh  offenders  have,  on  due  notioei 
always  been  brought  to  jastioe.  It  seems  hardly  reasonable  that  the 
reputation  of  a  whole  command  should  suffer  on  aooount  of  the  offenses 
of  a  few  members,  removed  from  the  eye  of  its  commander,  when  the 
offenses  are  not  reported  and  no  opportunity  is  afforded  him  to  render 
justice.  It  was  from  no  desire  to  impeach  the  lojalty  of  the  citizens  of 
North  Carolina  that  it  was  stated  they  would  not  receive  Confederate 
money,  but  frequent  instances  which  have  occurred  seem  to  indicate 
that  the  dissatisfaction  arose  not  so  much  from  scarcity  of  com  as  an 
unwillingness  to  receive  the  only  money  which  our  agents  had  to  offer. 
I  will  mention  two,  reported  by  Capt.  [W.  W.]  Parsons,  of  the  Seven- 
teenth Begiment  Virginia  Cavalry:  Two  farmers  on  the  Tadkin,  in 
Davies  County,  had  each  from  500  to  1,000  busheln  of  com,  which  they 
were  offering  for  sale,  but  refrised  it  to  our  agents  oecause  they  could 
pay  neither  gold  or  silver  nor  North  Carolina  money,  and  the  same 
officer  stated  that  if  he  had  had  gold  and  silver  he  could  have  bought 
as  much  com  as  he  wanted. 

It  is  recommended  that  the  horses  be  removed  from  North  Carolina 
to  some  portion  of  your  department.  South  of  the  railroad  there  are 
already  as  many  of  our  horses  as  can  bo  barely  subsisted.  In  this 
county  the  horses  of  officers  and  those  used  for  transportation  are  at 
this  time  receiving  only  half  rations  of  com  and  no  hay,  using  straw 
instead.  In  Botetourt  the  Government  requires  all  surplus  forage  to 
be  reserved  for  the  use  of  the  iron-works.  In  Bockbridge  we  already 
have  the  horses  of  six  companies,  and  I  understand  that  General  Stuart 
has  sent  thither  three  regiments  of  his  command  to  remain  for  some 
time.  In  Craig  we  have  the  horses  of  two  companies  living  on  hay  alone 
for  the  last  three  weeks,  besides  many  of  the  transportation  horses  of 
this  command  and  a  large  number  under  charge  of  Msjor  McMahon, 
quartermaster.  Even  hay  is  become  very  scarce  there  and  almost  im- 
possible to  procure.  The  counties  north  of  the  last  mentioned  were, 
you  are  aware,  overrun  by  the  enemy,  and  on  account  of  this  and  the 
unfavorable  season  the  com  crop  was  very  light  and  very  little  grass 
was  cut. 

Anotlier  fact  of  great  importance  is  that  there  is  not  enough  forage 
between  this  point  and  our  horses  in  North  Carolina  (from  100  to  300 
miles)  to  subsist  them  on  their  route  hither,  and  they  cannot  conse- 
quently be  moved  until  grass  begins  to  affora  pastnrage.  This  is  the 
information  we  receive  from  our  agents.  But  even  if  they  could  be 
subsisted  on  their  way  hither  they  would  still  have  to  be  subsisted  on 
grain  here  until  grass  season  or  perish. 

The  above  report  includes,  I  believe,  every  fact  of  importance  desired 
by  you,  and  I  leave  the  whole  subject  for  your  determination,  awaiting 
such  orders  as  you  may  think  best  to  give,  stating  merely  that  I  am 
willing  to  move  the  horses  at  the  earliest  period  when  the  grass  will 
afford  them  subsistence — ^probably  about  May  1. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  H.  FBBNCH, 
Colonel^  Oommwnding  Brigade. 

[Indonement.] 

Hdqub.  Dbpabthent  of  Western  VmennA, 

Dublin^  Va.,  April  6, 186R 

Kespectfully  forwarded  through  the  Ac^utant  and  Inspector  General 
to  the  Secretary  of  War.    Colonel  French's  views  in  regsfd  to  moving 
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the  horses  from  North  Carolina  coincide  with  mine,  expressed  in  my 
letter  of  the  2d  instant  to  the  Secretary  of  War.  Colonel  French  says 
correctly  that  no  seiions  complaints  have  been  made  against  the  brigade 
in  the  counties  where  the  chief  part  of  it  has  been  stationed  for  the  last 
three  months.  The  nnmeroas  complaints  have  come  from  localities 
where  detached  companies  bave  been  sent  to  collect  conscripts  and 
arrest  deserters — a  delicate  duty,  well  calculated  to  canse  complaints — 
and  from  North  Carolina,  where  horses  were  sent  to  forage.  It  happens 
that  the  complaints  have  come  from  sections  of  the  coontry  remote  from 
the  scenes  of  military  operations,  and  where  troops  have  not  heretofore 
been,  and  the  people  in  those  localities  do  not  bear  patiently  one  of  the 
necessary  evils  of  the  war.  In  regard  to  the  complaints  of  the  con- 
somption  of  forage  in  North  Carolina,  Captain  Porteanx^  assistant  quar- 
termaster, whom  I  sent  to  North  Carolina  some  time  since  to  pay  out- 
standing claims,  reports  that  he  had  an  interview  with  (Governor  Vance, 
'^  and  mm  the  tenor  of  his  remarks  I  f  Porteanz)  judged  tliat  it  was  not 
the  consumption  of  grain  or  forage  tnat  was  complained  of,  but  that 
the  parties  were  not  paid  for  what  had  been  used ;  that  was  what  t^e 
grumbling  was  about."  I  have  heard  no  complaints  since  an  officer  was 
sent  to  North  Carolina  to  pay  for  forage  consumed. 

SAM.  JONES, 

Mafar-QenerdL 


Hbabquabtbbs,  March  22, 1803. 
General  B.  E.  Lee, 

CammumdiMg^  dko^  Frederiokiburg^  Fa. ; 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  yesterday  is  received.  The  enemy's  force, 
as  you  say,  is  feeble  between  Boanoke  and  Tar  Bivers,  but  he  has  &dl- 
ities  for  throwing  other  troops  there  to  re-enforce  or  to  cut  off  our  trains, 
ScQ.  I  think  therefore  a  sufficient  force  should  be  there  to  meet  any 
such  emergency.  Two  of  Pickett's  brigades  are  now  on  their  way,  and 
General  D.  H.  Hill  is  ordered  to  use  all  possible  dispatch  in  the  execu- 
tion of  the  plans  for  drawing  out  supplies  and,  if  it  is  possible,  to  take 
the  garrison  at  Washington.  Hood's  division  will  be  hdd  ready  to 
join  you  unless  I  find  a  most  favorable  opportunity  to  strike  an  impor- 
tant blow.  I  will  advise  yon  of  any  movement  of  that  division.  I  will 
also  make  every  effort  to  have  Pickett's  division  concentrate  rapidly. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectfhliy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
LieutmuntU-Oeneral^  Oi>mmand4ing, 


Headquabtebs,  March  22, 1863. 

M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hell,  Ooldsboroughj  N.  0. : 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  the  21st  is  received,  and  I  have  made  the 
effort  to  telegraph  you  to  go,  but  the  wires  are  down.  I  hope,  however, 
that  this  letter  may  reach  yon  in  time  to  prevent  any  delay.  It  seems 
to  me  that  you  would  be  able  to  move  more  promptly  if  you  put  Kem- 
per at  Snow  Hill,  instead  of  relieving  Daniel  at  Kinston  in  order  to 
place  Kemper  there,  and  let  Kemper  support  either  point.     Besidea 
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you  will  save  time  when  Kemper  is  to  retom  here.  The  aiTaogciiien\ 
them  sh  mid  be:  Daniel  at  Kinston,  Ransom  at  Goldsboroa^b,  Ken«iH*i 
at  Snoiv  Hilly  Garnett  and  Pettigrew  operating  against  Washington . 
bat  if  yonr  plans  are  already  made  and  this  wonld  be  likely  to  delay 
yonr  movements  a  day  do  not  wait;  the  grand  thing  is  to  get  Wssh- 
ington  and  its  garrison.  Ton  can  not  only  give  it  ont  that  the  move  is 
against  New  Berne,  bat  yon  can  serioasly  tlmaten  it  if  an  effi>rt  should 
be  made  to  re-enforce  Washington  firom  New  Berne.  I  think  that  yoar 
movement  wonld  thns  be  made  doably  seeore.  The  moment  this  is  ac- 
complished yoa  can  move  yonr  entire  force  against  New  Berne.  It  will 
not  do  to  wait  this  move  for  th^  operations  against  Charleston,  because 
r  believe  that  an  attack  npon  Charleston  ^nll  not  be  made  until  the 
army  on  the  Bappahannock  ia  ready  to  advance  |  then  we  shall  want 
every  man  that  we  can  get  to  meet  the  grand  army.  I  do  not  think 
that  there  can  be  any  doubt  but  we  can  keep  re-enforcements  from 
leaving  Suffolk  for  the  succor  of  Washington.  The  way  seems  to  me 
to  be  clear  if  we  can  only  be  prompt.  If  your  health  is  likely  to  iail 
you  advise  me  and  I  will  go  down  myself*  I  can  send  you  Cteneral 
Pickett  if  yoa  desire.  I  tried  to  send  a  telegram  to  Genm^  Whiting 
to  send  you  Ransom's  brigade,  but  the  wires  being  down  I  could  not. 
1  inclose  one  to  be  sent  hmi  if  the  wires  are  operating  between  Grolds- 
borough  and  Wilmington. 

I  remain,  veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTREBT, 
Lie^Uena/ni-Generaly  Cammandimg. 

P.  B. — ^Retain  the  Whitworth  that  I  have  sent  you  if  you  can  move 
promptly  against  New  Berne,  and  you  will  need  aU  llie  troops  for  that 
purpose. 


HBADQVABTBB8, 

WUminffUmf  N.  0.,  March  23, 1863. 

Hon.  Jakbs  a.  Sbbdon. 

Secretary  of  Wary  Bichmondj  Va.: 

SiB:  I  wish  to  call  your  attention  to  the  evil  of  permitting  private 
parties  to  ship  cotton  except  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  in  aiticles 
usefal  for  the  conduct  of  the  war.  It  is  a  crying  evil.  It  fosters  and 
increases  speculation  in  the  wildest  manner,  llie  burden  falls  excla- 
sively  upon  the  soldier  and  his  £unily  in  the  enormously  increased  prices 
of  every  necessary.  He  has  a  fixed  and  moderate  stipend.  The  non-com- 
batant engaged  in  mercantile  pursuito  has  facilities  for  procuring  what 
he  needs  and  can  pay  any  price  from  the  enormous  profite.  I  believe 
the  cotton  is  in  great  part  exchanged  at  Nassau  with  Yankee  merchants 
for  Yankee  goods.  The  goods  at  least  that  come  here  are  mostly  of 
Yankee  manufacture,  and  houses  have  been  established  in  Nassau  by 
men  of  Northern  birth,  who  have  left  this  city  since  the  war  and  still 
have  partners  here.  Lastiy  and  especially,  those  engaged  in  this  trade 
from  this  port  to  the  largest  extent  or  interest  are  piurtiy  Yankees  out- 
right and  partiy  of  Union  sentiments. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 
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Hradqttartbbs, 

WibnuigU}tt,  y,  a,  March  23,  1863. 

Hod.  James  A.  Sedoc^ 

Secretary  of  war.  Richmond^  Va, : 

Sib:  The  steam-tag  Mariner,  forinerly  the  moBt  powerful  tug  iD  this 
nyer,  has  come  in  from  Nassau,  her  owners  having  put  her  to  blockade 
running.  She  is  not  suitable  for  this  purpose,  carrying  but  very  little 
cargo,  while,  her  boilers  and  engines  being  very  good,  she  is  absolutely 
necessary  here  for  the  navy  fbrst  and  then  for  us.  She  can  readily  be 
fitted  into  a  powerful  gunboat.  I  consider  her  essential  for  the  defense 
here,  especisdly  in  connection  with  the  gunboats  building,  as  a  tender, 
and  also  in  connection  with  the  valuable  cargoes  now  arriving  in  Gk>^'- 
erumeut  steamers.  With  her  we  shall  be  able  to  save  much  in  case  of 
accidents  which  might  happen  to  any  of  our  vessels  from  the  enemy^s 
fire.  She  is  aAao  u^ded  for  army  transportation.  Please  to  show  thi» 
to  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  who  will,  I  hope,  at  once  order  her  pui 
chase.  Flag-Officer  Lynch  concurs  with  me  in  the  necessity  of  this  and 
will  doubtless  report  at  once.  If  the  Navy  Department  does  not  want 
the  boat  we  certainly  do.  I  shall  not  permit  her  to  leave  unless  or- 
dered.  Great  efforts  no  doubt  will  be  made  to  procure  a  permit,  but  J 
beg  to  refer  you  to  my  letter  of  this  date  relative  to  blockade  running. 
The  boat  could  carry  but  very  few  bales.  Her  engines,  boiler,  and  hull 
are  too  valuable  to  permit  them  to  be  sacrificed  in  order  that  a  party  o( 
speculators  should  make  money. 
Very  lespectftilly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier- General^  Cammandinff. 


Hbaoquabtebs, 
WihHington,  N.  0.,  March  23, 1863. 

Hon.  Jahes  a.  Seddok, 

Beereiary  of  War,  Richnumdj  Va.  : 

Sib  :  I  will  add  to  my  letters  of  this  date  some  considerations  on  the 
subject  of  the  blockade  running,  to  show  how  this  matter  of  private 
exportation  of  cotton  is  affecting  our  currency.  Vessels  owned  abroad 
come  in  with  cargo,  which  sells  for  nearly  $1,000,000  OonlMerate  cur* 
lency,  and  for  $^,000  Confederate  currency  they  buy  a  load  of  cotton, 
as  much  as  they  can  carry,  to  take  back.  The  balance  of  proceeds  they 
can  afford  to  expend  for  exchange  and  gold  at  enormous  prices,  and 
stall  make  a  handsome  profit  Eku^h  vessel  that  comes  in  instead  of  pro- 
ducing the  effect  by  increase  of  supply  of  diminution  of  prices  actually 
increases  prices  and  the  imrrent  value  of  gold.  I  can  illustrate  this  by 
an  example,  a  small  one,  but  showing  the  whole  business,  which  has 
come  to  my  knowledge :  A  man  brought  in  six  demijohns  of  gin,  which 
cost  him  in  Nassau  (24.  He  sold  them  here  for  $900.  This  man  could 
afford  to  give  $9  for  $1  of  specie  in  gold,  which  he  did,  and  then  make 
$76  profit,  a  good  business  for  a  common  sailor.  The  profits  made  by 
these  people  are  not  expended  here;  they  are  invested  in  gold  and  abroad. 
Every  single  bale  of  cottou  that  goes  abroad  on  other  than  Government 
account  to  establish  Gk>vomment  credit  abroad  does  us  iqjury  at  home. 
I  know  there  is  a  law  prohibiting  the  exportation  of  cotton.    I  am  not 
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aware  of  its  being  repealed  oo  the  statute  book.  Until  so  iufonned  I 
shall  not  permit  a  bale  to  be  shipped,  except  by  special  ordeiB,  other 
than  Government  cotton. 


Very  respectfully, 


W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 
Brigadier-Oenerdlj  Oamnumdmg. 


Headquabtebs, 
Wilmington^  N.  0.,  March  23, 1803. 

Ck>l.  [L.  B.]  NOBTHBOP, 

Oommiasary-Oeneralj  Bichmandj  Va. : 

GoLONEL:  I  think  it  necessary  to  call  yonr  attention  to  the  accom- 
panying papers,*  not  for  any  purpose  of  complaint,  but  as  illustrating 
the  growing  scarcity,  and  especially  becanse,  in  my  opinion,  the  strong- 
est and  promptest  efforts  onght  to  be  made  to  fhmish  the  forts  which 
gnard  this  harbor  with  at  least  thirty  days'  rations,  to  be  kept  on  hand 
as  reserve,  the  daily  consumption  to  be  supplied  as  usual.  These  forts 
are  liable  to  be  attacked  at  any  time  and  may  become  isolated  without 
being  taken.  I  have  endeavored  ever  since  I  have  been  here  to  procure 
the  supply.  I  do  not  now  think  it  can  be  done  except  you  especially 
direct  it }  at  any  rate,  unless  some  changes  be  made  in  the  rate  of  pro- 
curing meat. 

y ery  respeotfoUy, 

W.  H,  O.  WHITING, 
Brig€Mer'€hneral^ 


Hbadquabtbbs  Fobobs  ON  Blaokwatbb, 

March  24, 1803. 

GBNEBAii :  I  have  made  inquiries  concerning  young  Ford,  as  you  de- 
sired. There  is  only  one  of  that  name  in  the  Hampton  Legion — Stephen 
Ford,  from  G^rgetown,  B.  C. 

Tour  note  concerning  movements  on  the  Bappahannock  was  recdved 
yesterday.  I  confess  that  I  was  but  little  satisfied  with  the  affiiir,  even 
as  stated  by  our  papers.  I  regret  much  the  loss  of  Mi^or  Pelham.  How- 
ever, we  must  accept  with  gratitude,  notwithstanding  our  loss,  the  indi- 
cation that  our  cavalry  will  fight  and  subject  themselves  to  severe  loss, 
i.  e,y  what  would  be  termed  severe  for  them.  If  the  war  continues  mudi 
longer  we  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  it  is  better  to  use  our  cavalry 
on  occasion  even  against  in&ntry  on  the  battle-fields,  especially  after 
the  shock  of  infant^. 

I  was  very  greatly  disappointed  at  your  not  coming  at  the  time  of 
General  Freeh's  visit.  I  sincerely  hope  and  think  it  important  that 
you  should  pay  a  visit  here.  I  am  working  hard  to  make  the  line  here 
impregnable,  and  in  ten  days  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  receive  a  visit 
on  the  lower  part  of  my  line.  I  have  scouts  out  all  the  time  and  of 
course  get  numerous  and  conflicting  reports.  I  received  yesterday  re- 
ports of  the  enemy's  forces  at  Suffolk  being  re-enforced  to  some  30,000, 
but  I  cannot  believe  that  tiiiey  can  exceed  at  an  outside  limit  20,000,  and 
think  15,000  will  cover  their  effective  force.  I  expect  to  get  more  pre- 
cise and  definite  intelligence  in  a  day  or  so.    The  sharpshooters  gave 

'Notfiyoiid' 
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Spear  and  his  crack  regiment  a  very  roagh  handling  afew  days  sineei 
of  which  yon  have  heard  by  General  Fnsnch.  They  carried  off  foor 
4-hor8e  ambnlanoes  filled  with  wounded,  their  legs  hanging  out  in  front 
and  rear,  and  their  caisson-boxes  were  idso  crowded  with  woouded  and 
a  number  also  on  horseback.  They  acknowledged  at  the  time  a  loss 
of  70.  I  would  like  your  judgment  of  the  two  following  plans  which  1 
have  matured  and  concluded  to  try  in  a  few  days :  First,  to  move  out 
at  night  and  place  a  regiment  of  infantry  in  ambush  between  Carrsville 
and  Suffolk  and  a  regiment  in  ambush  where  the  South  Quay  road  in- 
tersects the  other  road  from  Carrsville  to  Suffolk,  and  move  out  with 
artillery  and  infantry  (some  three  or  four  regiments)  to  Councils  Cross- 
Boads,  to  support,  if  necessary,  and  try  and  annihilate  Spear's  regi- 
ment; then  follow  this  with  a  dash  of  Baker's  regiment  of  cavalry 
upon  the  enemy's  cavalry  camp  on  the  Windsor  road  (some  4  or  5  miles 
this  side  of  Suffolk),  moving  out  on  the  Windsor  road  with  all  the  forces 
I  can  spare  from  the  exposed  points  on  the  line  and  taking  a  strong 
position  beyond  Windsor,  give  them  battle  if  they  will  come  out  with 
their  forces.  I  am  anxious  to  have  the  other  companies  of  Baker^s 
regiment  here  and  hope  you  will  not  replace  his  regiment  by  another, 
as  he  is  a  fine  officer,  and  with  his  absent  oompames  I  think  I  could, 
after  breaking  up  Spear  with  infantry,  keep  the  enemy  dose  in  Suf- 
folk. 

Yeiy  raspeotftiUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JENKINS, 
Brigadier-Oeneraij  dc 


HsADQUABTERS,  Moroh  24, 1863. 

Mi^.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oammanding^  <£o.,  €hld$baroughj  N,  0. : 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  23d*  and  Oeneral  Gamett's  of  the  22d,* 
through  you,  are  received.  I  believe  that  I  understand  the  positions  of 
your  troops.  I  suppose  General  Kemi>er,  with  one  regiment  of  General 
Daniel's  brigade  and  one  of  Bansom's,  to  be  at  and  near  Kinston ; 
Daniel's  brigade,  less  one  regiment,  at  Blount  Hall,  in  readiness  to 
threaten  New  Berne  or  support  you  |  Gamett  and  Pettigrew  to  operate 
against  Wadiington  if  practicable ;  if  not,  to  draw  off  supplies  for  our 
eutire  army.  I  did  telegraph  to  stop  the  movement  of  Bansom's  brigade 
and  substitute  that  of  K&mper's,  but  I  afterward  suggested  that  it  would 
be  well  to  have  Bansom's  at  Goldsborough,  in  addition  to  the  others, 
that  you  might,  if  you  had  occasion  to  do  so,  threaten  New  Berne  while 
operating  against  Washington.  Bansom  is  not  necessary  at  Wilming- 
ton and  might  greatly  aid  you  in  your  operations  by  strengthening  your 
force  at  Goldsl^rough  so  as  to  enable  you  to  seriously  threaten  New 
Berne  in  case  that  gafrison  should  be  disposed  to  succor  the  one  at 
Washington.  General  Whiting  has  been  ordered  to  seno  Bansom  to 
you  should  you  call  for  him  for  this  purpose.  He  has  acknowledged 
the  receipt  of  the  order,  and  you  can  have  Bansom's  brigade  at  Golds- 
borough  if  you  will  telegraph  for  it. 

Gtonerid  G^mett^s  transportation  has  been  ordered  to  him  and  ought 
to  be  at  Tarborough  now  unless  it  has  been  detained  by  high  water, 
&c«  Great  results  depend  more  or  less  upon  the  rapidity  of  your  move- 
ments.   I  am  likely  to  be  called  upon  for  Ckunett^s  and  Kemper's  bri- 

*Not  foand. 


942  KOBTU  CAROLINA  AHD  8.  E.  TIROmiA.  [Obat. 

gades  on  the  Eappahaniiock  at  any  moment,  bat  think  that  the  enemy 
will  not  be  able  to  make  a  move  there  before  April  10.  I  hope  that  yob 
may  be  able  to  rednce  the  garrisons  at  Washington  and  Kew  Beme 
before  that  time,  the  former  at  least.  If  yon  deem  the  latt^  not  ad- 
Tisable,  return  the  two  brigades  of  General  Pickett's  division  as  soou 
as  yon  have  accomplished  the  former  and  gotten  out  the  meat  sapplies. 
I  do  not  expect  you  to  take  Washington,  of  coorsCi  if  it  is  fonnd  to  be 
more  diffictdt  tiian  yon  anticipated.  Bzercise  ypnr  own  good  Judgment 
in  the  matter.  The  important  question  is  to  draw  in  all  of  the  meat 
rations  that  can  be  had.  I  have  already  written  yon  not  to  confine 
yourself  strictly  to  the  prices  fixed  by  the  Subsistence  Department  if 
you  find  that  a  higher  price  will  facilitate  your  operations.  Every 
vehicle  in  the  count^  should  be  put  in  use  and  at  liberal  rates  of  trans- 
portation so  as  to  haul  in  supplies  for  our  armies.  I  wish  you  would 
advise  me  of  the  probable  quantity  of  meat  that  you  may  be  able  to  get 
as  soon  as  you  can  get  the  proper  data.  We  may  have  to  make  an 
advance  move  up  here  so  as  to  get  out  the  supplies  £rom  the  countief 
east  of  the  Chowan.  If  yon  are  likely  to  get  enough  ftx>m  Hyde,  &c, 
the  latter  move  wiU  not  be  necessary.  I  hope  that  my  Whitwortii  gun 
has  reached  you  ere  this.  The  party  is  tolerably  well  experienced  in 
the  use  of  it. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectfhlly,  your  most  obedient  servants 

JAMES  LONGSTRBET, 
LieutenanUOenera!^  Oi>mmaMdmg, 


Hbadquabtbbs,  Mareh  24, 1863. 

General  B.  E.  Lbb,  Commandingj  dte. : 

Genebal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  a  report  of  Msyor  Moses  oi? 
the  subject  of  subsistence  for  our  armies.  He  has  just  returned  ftom 
a  tour  through  Virginia  and  North  Carolina  and  from  a  visit  to  tiie 
Commissary-General.  This  report  is  the  result  of  his  observations.  The 
particular  counties  referred  to  by  him  as  containing  abundant  snppltos 
for  our  armies  are  now  in  the  enemy's  lines.  We  can  occupy  that  coun- 
try and  draw  the  supplies  out  with  another  division  of  my  old  corps,  bnt 
I  do  not  think  it  would  be  prudent  to  attempt  such  a  move  with  a  less 
force.  The  divisions  of  Generals  Pickett  and  Hood,  with  one  other  bri- 
gade (DavisOy  are  all  the  troops  that  I  can  command  for  this  service. 
The  enemy  has  at  Suffolk  and  in  supporting  distance  27,000  men* 
21,000  that  came  down  from  General  Hooker's  army  and  6,000  that  were 
at  Suffolk  before.  I  think  that  a  move  against  Suffolk  would  draw  off 
re-enforcements  firom  General  Hooker's  army  unless  we  can  act  promptiy 
enough  to  prevent  it.  I  submit  the  case  for  your  determination.  K 
we  can  supply  our  army  otherwise  the  expedition  should  not  be  made. 
If  it  is  a  case  of  necessity  we  should  lose  no  time.  I  fear  that  our  ne- 
cessities may  be  exposed  by  the  expeditions  that  are  now  out  in  Eastern 
North  Carolina  for  the  same  purpose,  and  when  it  becomes  known  to 
the  enemy  he  will  make  a  great  effort  to  prevent  us  from  moving  to 
those  important  counties.  If  we  find  it  necessary  to  make  this  move  I 
desire  to  have  a  consultation  with  you  before  it  sets  out. 
I  remain,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-Qmeralf  Oamnuindmg. 
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HXADQUABTXB8, 

Witmimgtony  N.  0.j  March  25, 1863. 
Ueot.  Qea.  Lokgstbbet, 

Oamniand4mgj  Peterslmrgj  Va.: 

OSNEBAL :  Your  orders  to  send  off  Eassom's  brigade  to  report  to 
M%jor-G^neral  Hill  have  been  received  and  carried  oat  Let  me  hope 
that  the  removal  of  these  troops  is  only  temporary  and  that  they  may 
hereafter  be  assigned  to  me,  or  at  least  nntil  all  danger  of  attack  here 
is  past,  as  the  stationary  brigade  of  this  district.  There  certainly  should 
always  be  one  brigade  here;  in  my  opinion  more,  bat  one  at  least  This 
one,  abont  3,000  strong,  takes  off  two-thirds  of  my  available  force,  and 
all  that  is  disciplined  and  efficient  1  place  bat  little  reliance  on  Evans' 
brigade,  which  certainly  is  in  worse  condition  than  any  1  have  ever  seen. 
It  has  bat  aboat  1,600  men  for  daty,  a  very  large  namber  of  field  officers 
absent  or  nnder  arrest,  and  it  reqnires  careftd  attention  and  strict  dis- 
dpline  to  bring  it  to  the  efficiency  which  shoald  belong  to  troops  v^«  -i 
have  been  so  long  in  the  service  as  they  have. 
Very  respectfally,  your  obedient  servant 

W.  H.  O.  WHITIKG, 

Brigoiier'  OeMraL 

Hbadquabtebs,  Ma/rek  25, 1833. 

im.  Cton.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ocmmamding : 

Oeubsal:  Toot  letter  of  the  24th  is  received.  General  Gkffnett^s 
transportation  started  from  here  some  ten  days  ago.  If  there  is  tele- 
graphic commnuication  between  this  and  Tarboroagh  I  wish  yoa  woald 
keep  some  one  there  to  take  any  dispatches  that  we  may  have  to  send 
yoa.  If  Uiere  is  not,  name  some  point  nearest  yoa  where  we  may  tele- 
graph yoa.  Spare  no  pains  to  hanl  off  all  meats  that  yoa  may  be  able 
to  secare. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant'Chneraly  Commanding. 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
Frederiekalmrg,  Va.j  March  21  j  1833. 

Gen.  JAHS8  LON0STREET,  Oommandingy  dfo. : 

GsNEBAL :  I  received  by  the  last  mail  yonr  letter  of  the  24th  instant 
accompanying  the  report  of  M%jor  Moses  on  the  sabject  of  sabsistence 
to  be  obtained  in  North  Carolina.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  sapplies 
in  that  State  are  necessary  for  the  subsistence  of  oar  armies,  bat  I  con- 
eider  it  of  the  first  importance  to  draw  fh)m  the  invaded  districts  every 
pound  of  provision  and  forage  we  can.  It  will  lighten  the  draught  from 
other  sections  and  give  relid'  to  our  citizens.  Aa  to  the  force  necessary 
for  this  purpose  I  cannot  so  well  decide.  As  far  as  I  am  informed  the 
force  of  the  enemy  south  of  James  Biver  and  north  of  the  Gai)e  Fear  is 
small.  It  can  be  re-enforoed  speedily  from  the  troops  encamped  at 
Newport  News,  but  if  you  operate  discreetly,  concealing  your  move- 
ments and  only  occupying  the  country  from  which  you  are  drawing,  I 
think  much  may  be  done  before  your  purpose  is  discovered  and  time  be 
gained  to  develop  the  plans  of  the  enemy^  when  we  can  act  more  under- 
standingly.  Tou  have  about  40,0()0  effective  men :  the  enemy  can  bring 
out  no  more.  I  teA  assured  that  with  equal  numbers  you  can  go  where 
yoachooae. 
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If  this  army  is  fiirther  weakened  we  most  letiie  to  the  fine  of  llie 
Annas  and  trust  to  a  battle  nearer  Biohmond  for  the  defense  of  the  eapi- 
tal.  It  throws  open  a  broad  margin  of  oor  firontier  and  renders  our 
railroad  commnnications  more  hasardons  and  more  difficult  to  secore. 
Unless,  therefore,  a  retrograde  movement  becomes  necessary  I  deem  it 
advantageous  to  keep  the  enemy  at  a  distance  and  tmst  to  striking  him 
on  his  line  of  advance.  A  sudden,  vigorous  attack  on  Suffolk  would 
doubtless  give  you  that  place.  Of  the  propriety  of  this  step  yon  can 
best  iudge*  To  hold  it  you  must  control  the  navigation  of  the  Nanse- 
mono  or  the  troops  from  Kewport  Fews  could  soon  be  thrown  upon 
you.  There  is  a  point  about  6  miles  below  Suffolk  where  we  once  had 
a  four-gun  battery  that  was  said  to  be  a  good  position,  and  other  points 
lower  down.  A  battery,  I  should  think,  would  also  have  to  be  just  be- 
low Smithfleld  and  one  at  Manny's  Neck,  unless  there  is  some  better 
point  at  the  head  of  the  Chowan.  If  operations  in  that  quarter  should 
draw  re-enforcements  from  General  Hooker,  more  troops  could  be  spared 
from  this  army^  but  I  hope  you  now  have  avaUable  troops  in  North 
Carolina  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  Should  you  find  it  advisable  to 
have  a  jiersonal  conference  with  me  at  any  time  I  will  be  happy  to  see 
yon  here,  or  it  may  be  that  I  could  meet  you  in  Bichmond. 
I  am,  with  great  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

K  E.  LBB, 


HBADQtTABTEBS,  Mattii  27, 1883. 

General  B.  E.  Leb,  Fredericksburgj  Va. : 

GBNEBAii :  A  gentleman,  professing  to  be  reliable,  informs  us  that  it 
has  been  determined  at  Washington  to  bring  the  Sixth  Army  Corps 
down  to  Suffolk  to  unite  with  the  Ninth.  I  send  you  this  that  your 
scouts  may  be  on  their  guard  and  report  such  movement  at  the  earliest 
moment.  I  expect  to  move  Hood's  division  down  toward  Suny  County 
in  a  few  days  and  to  run  my  line  across  from  the  Blackwater  to  the 
James,  or  to  some  of  the  streams  flowing  into  the  James.  My  line  will 
then  cut  the  Blackwater  at  some  point  near  Mayfleld.  My  left  will  be 
somewhat  exiK>sed  to  the  enemy's  iron-dads.  If  I  can  have  the  aid  of 
the  Navy  on  the  James  I  think  that  such  a  jiosition  would  hold  tlie 
enemy  in  check  whatever  his  force  may  be.  I  do  not  expect  aid  ih>m 
the  Navy  unless  you  can  get  it  for  me.  As  my  arrangements  should 
depend  very  much  on  your  plans  it  is  proper  that  I  Rbonld  advise  with 
yon  and  ask  your  views.  The  new  position  will  throw  me  far  away 
from  you,  but  if  we  hope  to  diaw  supplies  from  the  counties  east  of  the 
Chowan  I  think  it  indispensable. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 

Lieutenant-  QeneraL 


Headquaktsbs, 
Blount  HaU,  K.  C.  Mareh  27, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

GomriMnding  at  OreemDiUej  N.  0. ; 

Gbnbbal  :  Major  Guion  furnished  me  with  his  map  and  report  of  the 
Contentnea  Creek.  I  ordered  Captain  Barrows,  Engineers,  as  soon  as 
he  reported  ^iO  commence  immediately  to  lay  off  the  work  proposed,  and 
that  I  would  send  an  oi&cer  and  working  party  to  execute  it.    Your  call 
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for  ahoTok  will  leave  me  only  aboat  40  shovels.  I  send  all  the  picks  the 
quartermaster  has  here — only  4.  I  had  bat  aboat  15  at  Eanston.  Have 
sent  an  order  to  Captain  Divine,  qaartermaster,  for  100  shovels  and  20 
picks.  When  they  arrive  the  working  party  of  ^  shovels  will  be  in- 
creased by  that  nnmber,  and  the  work  here  will  go  on  as  laid  off  by  Cap- 
tain Barrows  and  M%jor  Goion.  Colonel  Washington,  with  his  regiment 
and  two  pieces  of  artillery,  took  ap  a  position  on  CoreCreek  earl^ 
Monday  morning.  He  fonnd  it  impracticable  to  cross  the  artillery, 
and  sent  two  companies  and  a  detachment  of  Nethercatt's  over,  andei 
Captain  Davis,  to  drive  in  their  pickets.  Captain  Davis  attacked  theii 
pickets  in  aboat  8  miles  of  New  Berne,  killing  some  3  or  4.  He  reports 
after  this  Colonel  Washington  opened  with  arallery.  and  by  felling  trees 
and  other  noise  made  a  demonstration  of  baHding  the  bridge  and  cross- 
ing in  force.  Aboat  night,  after  oar  troops  had  withdrawn,  they  ran 
their  monitor  car  some  1  or  2  miles  ftom  &ieir  picket  post  and  shelled 
the  woods  ftirioasly,  but  did  not  ventare  nearer  than  5  or  6  miles  of  the 
creek. 

Yeiy  lespectftdlyi  fto., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-Oeierak 

HBADQUABTBB8, 

P0i$r^mrgj  Va.^  March  27, 1863. 
Ctaneral  W.  H.  C.  Wnrrnro, 

OommamdUigj  WUmimftany  JY.  0. : 

GxNXBAL :  Yonr  letter  of  the  2Gth  is  received.  General  Bansom's 
brigade  is  only  temporarily  at  Goldsborongh.  It  will  retam  to  you  as 
soon  as  General  HiU  can  draw  oat  the  sabsistence  stores  in  the  eastern 
counties.  During  the  absence  of  Daniel's  and  Pettigrew's  brigades  ftom 
Goldsborongh  it  is  thonght  the  brigade  of  General  Bansom  can  be  well 
employed  in  protecting  me  railroad  at  Goldsborongh,  and  at  the  same 
time  ^ve  quite  dfectual  protection  to  Wilmington  by  threatening  New 
Berne  in  case  of  a  movement  flnom  there  against  WiliEnington.  General 
Evans  reported  his  brigade  3,500  strong  when  here  a  few  days  ago.  I 
hope  that  you  are  doing  well  in  your  labors.  The  Postmaster-General 
promised  me  a  few  days  ago  to  pat  Fort  Caswell  in  telegraphic  commu- 
nication with  your  headquarters. 

I  remain,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEBT, 

Lieutenant'GmierdL 


HSADQUABTBBS, 

WOdonj  A".  0.,  March  28, 1863—8  p.  m. 

Lieateuant-General  Longhsitbbbt, 

Oomdg»  Departmmt  of  VirgMa  amd  Narih  Carolina : 

QmnsRAJL :  I  am  this  moment  in  receipt  of  an  order  by  courier  from 
M%|.  Cten.  D.  H.  Hill,  copy  of  which  order  I  annex.  Three  companies 
of  my  rcffiment  (D,  E,  F)  are  on  detached  service,  under  Lieut  Col. 
[John  E.J  Brown,  and  have  been  on  the  Chowan  Kiver.  On  the  23d 
and  24th  they  fought  the  enemy,  offioiai  report  of  which  engagement  I 
sent  to  General  Hill's  headquarters  to-day.  Subsequentiy  Colonel 
Brown  notified  me  by  courier  that  the  enemy  were  coming  up  Boanoke 
Biver  in  force  to  get  in  his  rear  and  thus  cut  off  his  command,  and  that 
he  had  fallen  back  10  miles  this  side  of  Colerain,  and  asking  for  t«^ 
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enfixroemeDts.  I  had  ordered  two  companies  to  march  at  dojliglit  to 
his  assistance  when  I  received  orders  from  General  Hill  to  moTe  to 
Hamilton.  My  men  were  being  drilled  at  the  d2-poander  gons  (mounted) 
and  officers  were  being  made  acquainted  with  the  topography  of  tfaii 
country. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  general,  very  respeotfhlly,  your  obedient 
servant. 

GEO.  O.  GIBBS, 
Colonel  Forty-teoond  N&rth  Oarolina  BegLj  Oomdg.  Po§L 

p[Belo0on.l 

Gbbbnvillb,  29.  O.y  Marek  27, 186J. 

Gui.  &EOBQB  C.  GiBBS,  Fortyseoond North  Carolina: 

GOLONBL :  The  reports  from  onr  scouts  indicate  au  advauce  upon 
Hamilton.  I  wish  yon  to  move  down  there  immediately,  and  if  neces- 
sary can  on  laentenantGolonel  Brown  to  aid  you.  I  have  written  to 
Lieutenant-Generol  Longstreet  to  guard  Weldon  during  your  absence. 
Hamilton  must  be  held  at  ail  hiusanls. 
BespectfoUy, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Majar-OeneroL 

FBBDBBiGKSBUBa,  Ya.,  Morok  28^  186S. 

GeneralJAMBS  Longstbebt: 

General  W«  B.  Jones  rexMirts  the  Ninth  Gorps  (Bnmside's)  started 
West  last  Sunday  by  the  Pennsylvania  Gentral  and  Baltimore  and  Ohio, 
supposed  for  Kentncky.    Are  the  troops  still  at  Newport  Newsf 

B.  B.  LBB. 


Bespectftilly  referred  to  M%jor-General  French,  with  request  that  he 
direct  his  scouts  to  be  more  particular  and  minute  in  reports. 

JAMBS  LONGSTRBBT, 
Li&iUmkiamt-Otmtral^  Oommamdimg, 


Hbadqttabtebb  Fobobs  on  Blaokwaibb, 

Martk  28, 1883. 

Gbnebal:  I  returned  yesterday  from  a  visit  to  Broadwater  Bridge, 
&c.  I  met  General  Gorsc  at  Ivor,  and  we  rode  over  the  whole  neigh- 
borhood and  line  together.  Upon  close  examination  of  the  country  he 
concluded  to  take  position  with  his  brigade  at  Tucker  Swamp  Ohurch, 
about  1}  miles  from  Ivor^utting  one  regiment  near  Broadwater  Bridge 
to  picket  thsit  poiut  and  Proctor's  Bridge,  and  send  a  guard  of  four  men 
each  to  Wall's  and  Birch  Island  Bridges.  Another  regiment  at  my  re- 
quest he  placed  a  mile  from  his  headquarters  toward  Seaoook  Swamp, 
to  cover  and  picket  Joiner's  Ford.  This  arrangement,  in  my  judgment, 
renders  the  line  of  Blaokwater  perfectly  secure.  My  reason  for  desiring 
him  to  picket  Joiner's  Ford  was  that  it  was  a  very  critical  point  to  his 
position,  and  that  while  I  picketed  it,  Seacock  Swamp  being  difficult  to 
cross  even  with  the  bridge,  might  prevent  supports  to  the  picket  arriv- 
ing in  time;  also  if  he  moved  either  up  or  down  he  ^ould  gather  his 
brigade  as  he  went,  and  thus  would  have  all  the  advantages  of  concen- 
tration. 
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At  the  present  season  there  is  no  crossing  the  Bladkwater  with  fiieility 
between  Blackwater  Bridge  (a  very  uncertain  one)  and  Wall's  Bridge, 
sone  20  miles  up.  I  wonld  therefore  suggest  that  instead  of  increasing 
the  force  at  Ivor  you  plaoe  a  brigade  near  Wakefield^  when,  by  crossing 
at  Birch  Island  Bridge  and  taking  by  Cypress  Greek,  they  cover  be- 
tween the  Blackwater  and  James  Bivers  by  a  short  line  and  give  us 
time  to  concentrate  and  cut  off  any  small  force  or  to  attack  in  flank 
and  rear  any  large  one  moving  from  Suffolk.  After  passing  by  Proc- 
toi's  Bridge  an  enemy  would  not  cross  the  Blackwater  in  moving  upon 
Petersburg,  as  the  river  trends  westward  toward  Petersburg. 

I  would  like  to  move  forward  the  cavalry  picket  now  along  Cypress 
Creek  and  make  a  line  across  from  Broadwater  or  Prootoi's  Bridge  to 
the  head  of  Pagan  Creek,  which  runs  by  Smithfleld  to  the  James  and 
is  impassable.  I  would  have  some  14  miles  of  open  country  to  picket 
and  far  enough  in  advance  to  get  information  to  a  force  at  Wakefield, 
near  Birch  Island  Bridge,  and  to  get  my  command  ready  to  attack  the 
flank.  I  think  it  important  to  have  a  force  to  check  any  movement  in 
that  direction,  as  the  river  is  difficult  of  crossing  at  Uiis  reason.  I  think 
that  the  picket  line  across  to  Pagan  Greek  would  answer  much  better 
than  the  one  at  Cypress  Creek,  as  the  latter  is  so  much  to  my  rear.  I 
hope  you  may  be  able  to  come  down^  as  I  think  you  will  be  able  to  give 
me  many  points,  and  I  think  you  will  like  the  line  of  defense  I  bave 
marked  out  and  suggested  above. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectAilly,  yours, 

M.  jwsnsmsj 

Brigadier-  OeieraL 
P.  & — ^Do  yon  get  Northern  papers  regularly! 


PETERSBXTB0,  Va.,  Morn^  29, 1863. 

General  W.  H.  0.  Whitino, 

WilmingUmj  K  C. : 

Have  Bonsom's  brigade,  including  his  battery,  at  Gk>ldsborough. 

JAMES  LONOSTREBT, 

Lieutmumt'OeierdL 


Hbadquabtbbb,  March  29, 1863. 

M%f.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hell,  Oommandingy  dke*: 

OsmSBAL :  Your  dispatches  of  the  21st  are  received.  We  have  a  re- 
port that  1,000  infEUitry  have  passed  down  to  Edenton.  It  is  probably 
the  force  that  is  strengthening  Plymouth.  I  wish  you  would  send  a 
regiment  of  cavalry  into  Bertie  if  you  have  not  already  done  so.  Gen- 
eral Bansom  was  placed  at  youi  disposal  some  time  ago,  and  I  believe 
that  he  is  now  at  Goldsborongh  As  it  is  possible  that  he  may  not  be, 
I  will  telegraph  General  Whiting  to  send  him  at  once.  I  shall  send 
Major  Sorrel  out  to  join  Colonel  Gibbs  with  special  instructions.  I 
think  that  I  can  cut  off  any  move  against  Weldon  by  a  force  from  Frank- 
Un.  I  send  Colonel  Alexander  down  to  examine  into  our  ordnance 
arrangements,  ammunition  particularly. 

I  remidn,  veiy  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTEEBT, 

Lieutemmt'  General. 
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Pbtbbsbubo,  Ya.,  MmrA  20,  IMRk 

General  B.  E.  Lbb,  Frederiekglmrgj  Va. : 

The  troops  are  reported  at  Suffolk  and  Newport  News  stflL 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 

Lieuimumi  (hiaraL 


Pbtjmmbbubg,  Ya.,  MmrA  20,  IMS. 

Lieatenant-Oeneral  Lonobtbibbt  ; 

GBNSRAii :  I  have  had  many  reports  informing  me  that  all  or  a  part 
of  Bnmside^s  army  corps  was  in  Saffottc.  New  xork  Herald  (20tli  and 
2l8t)  says  Bnmside  was  at  Fortress  Monroe.  Same  paper  of  24th  in- 
stant has  a  dispatch  from  Cincinnati  12S6)  saying  Bnmside  was  expected 
there  to-morrow  (24th).  On  the  24tii  instant  it  is  annonnced  that  he 
had  gone  West  to  relieve  General  H.  G.  Wright,  whose  nomination  was 
not  confirmed.  Nothing  is  said  aboat  troops.  The  troops  that  were 
sent  to  Suffolk  are  still  there,  and  had  any  large  nnmber  been  embarked 
near  Newport  News  I  think  I  would  have  been  advised  of  it.  It  may 
be  that  General  Jones  is  mistaken  aboat  tbe  Ninth  Army  Oorps.  I  am 
having  chills  or  I  would  come  and  see  you.  I  will  write  to  the  Black- 
water  to  endeavor  to  find  out  if  anytiiing  can  be  learned  in  regard  to 
the  matter. 

YourSi  truly, 

&  G.  FBBNGH, 

Mqfar'OeieraL 


HBADQtTABTXBB,  MoTCk  90,  IMS. 

General  B.  E.  Lbb, 

Oammand4ngj  Frederiekglmrgj  Va.: 

Gbnsbal  :  The  troops  have  left  Newport  News:  embarked  on  Friday 
and  Saturday;  supposed  to  have  gone  to  North  Carolina  l£y  inform- 
ant says  they  sailed  for  North  Carolina. 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 


Hba3>quabtkb8,  MmrA  30^  1888. 
Mid*  ^^  !>•  ^*  Hill,  Gremville^  N.  0. : 

I  have  just  learned  that  the  force  at  Newport  News  has  sailed  to 
the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  They  embarked  on  Friday  and  Saturday, 
probably  12,000. 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
JAmUenant-Oeneralj  (hmmamdmg. 


HBADQTTABTEB8,  MmrA  90,  IMS. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Oomnumdingj  dto. : 

Genbbal  :  1  have  just  received  information  that  the  troops  at  New- 
port News  have  sailed ;  it  is  supposed  to  be  for  North  Carolma.  They 
left  Friday  and  Saturday.    I  presume  that  your  move  is  discovered  aad 
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the  enemy  has  had  tame  to  diaoover  it.    The  force  gone  south  is  prob- 
ably 10,000:  possibly  more.    If  yonr  information  corroborates  this  yon 
wOl  probably  be  obliged  to  act  on  the  defensive*    Advise  me  as  soon 
as  possible,  that  I  may  be  dnly  informed. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
JAeutenant-Qeneral^  dmrnanidimg. 


Hbabquabtbbe, 
PeterOmrgy  Va.,  Matek  30, 186a. 

General  W.  H.  0.  WmTiNG,  fFttetn^tafi,  J^.  0. : 

Genebal  :  My  scout  reports  that  the  enemy's  force  firom  Newport 
Kews  embarked  on  Friday  and  Saturday  for  the  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina. I  presume  that  this  is  true,  and  that  the  re- enforcements  may 
have  gone  to  New  Beme«  I  advise  you  that  you  may  caution  your 
scouts  to  be  particular  and  keep  you  advised.  This  force  of  the  enemy 
has  been  drawn  off  by  the  operations  of  General  Hill.  I  presume. 
I  remain,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutmant'Om^eraly  OamnuMding, 


Headquabtebs, 
Peterslurgy  Va.^  March  30, 1803. 

Brig.  Gen.  B.  B AKSOM,  [Jr.],  Ooldsboraugh^  N.  G. : 

GEinsBAL :  General  Whiting  has  been  ordered  to  send  your  battery 
to  you,  and  if  you  find  that  your  field  officers  are  likely  to  be  wanted 
with  their  regiments  you  can  telegraph  him  to  send  them  to  you.  If 
you  find  yourself  the  senior  officer,  take  charge  of  the  defense  of  Golds- 
borough  and  the  railroad.  If  you  are  not  the  senior,  report  to  the  officer 
who  is.  The  command  at  Goldsborough  will  also  look  to  the  protection 
of  Wilmington,  the  latter  being  the  essential  point ;  but  a  force  at  Golds- 
borough  threatening  New  Berne  ought  to  prevent  any  advance  firom 
that  point  against  Wilmington.  I  have  just  been  Informed  that  tiie 
enemy  has  embarked  his  force  from  Newport  News  for  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina.  K  this  is  the  case— and  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
it — ^the  force  is  intended  to  re-enforce  New  Berne.  This  will  give  the 
enemy  an  additional  force  of  10,000  or  12,000.  He  will  not  be  able  to 
begin  any  operations,  however,  until  you  can  be  advised.  If  the  re- 
enibrcements  arrive  at  New  Berne  you  must  have  General  Hill  advised 
of  it  in  due  time. 

I  remain,  general,  very  reepectfhlly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-Qeneral^  Commanding, 

P.  S. — ^The  troops  firom  Newport  News  embarked  on  Friday  and  Sat- 
urday. 


Hbadquabtebs  Abmy  of  Nobthbbn  Yibginia, 

March  30, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstbeet, 

Commanding^  dio.^  Petersburg^  Va,: 

Gbkebal  :  One  of  our  scouts  reports,  under  date  of  29th  instant, 
that  he  was  in  Washington  and  Baltimore  the  first  of  last  week,  and 
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that  Bnrnside^s  corps  left  Newport  News  at  that  time  for  the  West. 
He  does  not  state  whether  the  information  was  derived  from  his  own 
observation  or  from  others.  The  New  York  Times  of  the  25th  and  the 
Washington  Ghronicle  of  the  26th  state  that  Bnmside  was  in  Cincin- 
nati on  the  24th  and  is  charged  with  the  defense  of  Kentacky,  bnt  do 
not  mention  his  troops.  Can  yoo  not  ascertain  definitely  whether  these 
statements  are  correct  f 

I  am,  general|  very  recfpectfrilly  and  tmlyy  yonrs, 

B.  B.  LBBy 

Om&rmL 


HSADQUABTEBS, 

Fetenlmrgj  Va^  March  30, 1863. 
General  B.  B.  Les,  Commanding: 

OsNEBAL:  Tonr  letter  of  the  25th  instant  is  received.  My  letter  for- 
warding report  of  Major  Dmmroond  was  very  carelessly  written.  The 
report  was  sent  merely  to  indicate  the  movement  of  the  enemy,  not  that 
I  gave  any  credit  to  the  reported  strength.  I  thought  that  my  desire  to 
move  in  the  direction  of  Suffolk  would  indicate  to  yon  that  I  put  no 
faith  in  the  rei)ort  of  numbers.  There  are  no  particular  advantages 
in  giving  battle  at  Suffolk,  except  that  we  might  do  so  by  rapid  move- 
ments, with  a  greater  force  than  the  enemy  could  have.  This  to  me 
would  be  a  novelty  and  something  of  a  luxury.  I  am  quite  satisfied 
that  the  enemy  could  be  drawn  fiK)m  his  intrenchments  by  threatemng 
his  rear.  Then,  with  a  superior  force,  we  ought  to  get  the  entire  fbrce 
this  side  of  Norfolk.  I  do  not  believe  that  the  enemy  will  advance  from 
Suffolk  with  a  view  to  give  battle  nnless  this  force  is  very  greatly  re- 
duced. In  that  event  he  will  have  a  short  and  not  very  difficidt  route  to 
Bichmond.  1  cannot  well  concentitite  from  North  Oavolina,  as  the  enemy 
has  a  force  of  10,000  at  New  Berne,  a  considerable  force  at  Washington 
and  Plymouth.  With  his  facilities  for  transportation  he  can  move  his 
troops,  and.  aided  by  his  gunboats,  move  against  any  portion  of  our  rail- 
road ;  besiaes,  1  am  obliged  to  keep  all  the  spare  troops  in  the  field 
hauling  in  bacon  and  other  supplies.  I  think  it  utterly  impossible  for 
the  enemy  to  move  against  your  position  until  the  roads  are  sofficientiy 
dry  for  him  to  move  around  yon  and  turn  your  position.  By  re-enforcing 
here  we  might  destroy  the  enemy  and  get  our  forces  together  again  in 
time  to  resist  him  at  Uie  Bappahannock.  But  if  we  sucked  in  destroy- 
ing him  here  and  have  to  retire  to  the  Annas  before  we  ran  give  him  a 
general  battle  we  will  accomplish  a  great  deal  and  really  have  the 
enemy  in  a  better  position  for  our  operations  than  the  one  he  now  oc- 
cupies. We  can  cross  the  Blackwater  at  any  point,  as  we  still  hold  both 
banks  of  the  river.  It  is  a  very  strong  defensive  line,  but  can  be  turned 
as  soon  as  the  roads  become  dry  enough  for  the  enemy  to  move  up  the 
James  Biver  with  his  fleet  and  army;  but  I  think  that  a  very  strong 
offensive  and  defensive  position  could  be  taken  by  letting  the  line  cut 
the  Blackwater  and  rest  its  left  flank  on  the  James,  bnt  this  would  re- 
quire some  aid  on  the  part  of  our  Navy  in  order  to  strengthen  our  left 
flank. 

I  remain,  general,  very  respectftdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 

lAeutmant-  CfenerdL 

P.  S. — I  have  just  received  intelligence  by  one  of  my  scouts  that  the 
^nemy  sailed  on  Friday  and  Saturday  from  Newport  News  for  the  coast 
of  North  Carolina.    In  arranging  our  forces  to  protect  supply  trains 
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into  the  eastern  ooanties  of  I^orth  Carolina  we  had  hoped  to  make  a  di- 
version upon  ^ew  Berne  and  Borprise  the  garriBon  at  Washington.  The 
high  waters  hare  washed  away  the  bridges  and  detained  us  a  week, 
and  it  is  probable  that  the  enemy  has  discovered  oar  movements.  It  is 
possible,  however,  that  this  force  may  have  returned  to  the  Army  of 
the  Potomac. 


Wab  Depastment,  0.  8.  A., 

Riehnumd,  March  30, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen,  W.  H.  €•  WniTDra, 

Oammanding,  Wilmingtony  N,  0.: 

Oeneral:  In  reply  to  yonr  letter  of  the  23d  instant  I  have  the  honor 
to  say  that  it  is  not  perceived  how  prices  are  increased  by  the  export  of 
cotton.  As  necessaries,  to  some  extent  at  least,  are  brought  in  in  re- 
tarn,  the  trade  ought  to  diminish  the  prices;  but  apart  from  this  the 
existing  law  allows  the  export,  and  the  Department  is  not  authorized, 
except  under  military  exigencies,  to  obstruct  or  stop  the.  trade. 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A,  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Hbadquabtebs, 
Bufi/t  Oreehj  Va,^  March  31, 1863. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx, 

Commanding  at  Crass-Boads : 

Gbkbbal:  Tour  letter  of  this  date,  directing  me  t-o  march  with  all 
my  force  to  Yankee  Hall,  has  been  received.  I  will  move  early  to-morrow 
with  [William  A.]  Owens'  fPifty-third  North  Carolina]  and  [Thomas  8.] 
Kenan's  [For^-third  North  Carolina]  regiments  by  way  of  the  cross- 
roads. Ool.  [K  G.J  Brabble,  [Thirty -second  North  Oarolina],  with  the 
other  troops,  will  march  directly  across,  and  I  presume  will  oe  able  to 
reach  there  to-morrow  night.  1  learn  from  Lieutenaut  Barriugton  that 
Yankee  Hall  is  on  the  Tar  BiveTi  7  miles  above  Washington.  I  will 
write  to  Kemper  immediately. 
Very  respeotfoUy, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-Chnerdl. 


BlOHMOND  AND  DANYILUTi  R.  B.,  PRESIDENT'S  OFPIOB, 

Riehmimdj  Fa.,  March  31, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sm :  I  regret  to  have  to  report  to  you  that  the  condition  of  this  road 
is  such  as  to  make  it  indispensable  that  there  should  be  at  least  5  miles 
of  iron  procured  for  it  There  are  between  4  and  5  miles  of  road  at 
Amelia  Court- House  that  is  unsafe  and  cannot  be  i-endered  safe  with- 
out it  is  laid  with  new  rail.  With  the  exception  of  that  portion  of  the 
road  we  may  continue  to  run  it,  with  great  care  and  caution,  for  some 
time  to  come.  No  caution  or  care  can  make  safe  the  portion  of  the 
track  above  nferred  to.  We  have  had  various  and  fluent  accidents, 
caused  by  the  condition  of  that  part  of  the  road,  and,  being  unable  to 
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prooore  iron,  I  am  driven  with  great  reluctance  to  appeal  to  the  Got- 
enimeut  for  help.  The  old  iron  now  on  the  track  is  the  flat  bar,  which 
we  will  exchange  with  the  Goyemment,  yard  for  yard,  for  T  or  U  rail, 
we  paying  for  the  difference  in  weight  if  the  Govern  Dient  can  fnmish 
the  new  iron.  I  know  very  well  the  difficulty  that  it  will  have  to  en- 
counter in  order  to  furnish  this  road  with  the  iron  asked  for,  but  it  has 
become  indispensable  to  the  continued  use  of  the  road,  in  my  judgment 
and  that  of  the  superintendent,  and,  it  not  being  po^'8ibIe  for  us  to  get 
the  iron,  no  idternative  is  left  but  to  appeal  to  the  Government  for  aid. 
Without  the  use  of  this  road  I  do  not  see  how  the  necessary  transpor- 
tation for  the  army  can  be  done,  and  it  therefore  becomes  my  duty  to 
apprise  you  of  its  condition.  The  constant  increase  of  prices  paid  in 
the  Government  shops  for  mechanics  makes  it  impossible  tor  us  to  pro- 
cure and  keep  machinists  enough  to  keep  in  repair  our  rolling-stock. 
That  and  the  deterioration  of  the  track  for  want  of  matei  ial  presents  a 
gloomy  condition  and  calls  for  some  action  on  its  part.  Every  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  management  of  the  road  has  been  made  and  will  be 
continued  to  enable  it  to  answer  the  calls  made  on  it  by  tlie  Govern- 
ment and  community.  I  beg  that  you  will  give  this  matter  your  early 
and  serious  attention,  as  the  exigency  does  not  admit  of  delay. 
BespectMly, 

LBWIS  E.  HABYIB, 

Pttndmtm 


Bnginebb  Bxtbbau,  April  7, 1868. 

Bespectftilly  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 

The  condition  of  the  Richmond  and  Danville  Railroad,  as  represented, 
seems  to  demand  that  a  portion  of  the  iron  taken  from  other  roads  (if  it 
be  decided  to  take  it)  should  be  applied  to  iti^  wants.  The  removal  of 
the  rail  trom  the  York  Biver  road  is  now  in  progress,  and  it  is  hoped 
some  will  soon  be  obtained  from  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  road.  In 
exchange  for  good  iron  the  Government  should  have  an  amount  of  worn 
iron  equivalent  in  value. 

J.  F.  GILMEB, 
OoUmel  of  Engineers  and  Ohirf  of  BureaiL 
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BiOHMonD,  Ya.,  April  1, 1803. 
Uaat  Gen.  Jaxbb  Longbtbebt: 

The  enemy  have  abandoned  Newport  News.  Barnside,  with  his  corps 
rthe  Kinth),  passed  through  Baltimore  a  few  days  since  to  re-enforce 
Kosecrans.  Other  troops  have  been  sent  from  Hooker's  army  into  Ten- 
nessee. One  iron  clad  reported  at  the  month  of  the  James  Biver.  The 
above  may  be  relied  on* 

ABNOLD  ELZET, 

Mqfar-Oekerdl. 


Hamilton,  K  0.,  April  1, 1863. 

M%|.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Commandingj  dio, : 

General  :  Colonel  Lamb  started  this  morning  five  of  his  companies 
in  the  direction  of  Plymouth  for  a  reconnaissance,  and  I  propose  to  join 
them  with  him  to-morrow.  It  will  probably,  however,  be  unnecessary 
to  send  this  force  any  distance  down  the  river,  as  LientenautColonel 
Towns,  with  four  companies,  is  to-night  reported  as  having  just  re- 
tamed  from  within  1^  miles  of  Plymouth.  The  force  there  is  said  to 
be  unchanged  and  no  evidences  of  a  movement  in  the  direction  of  Wel- 
don*  Colonel  Gibbs  is  now  sending  over  to  Lieutenant-Colonel  Brown 
to  ascertain  if  his  position  is  the  same  and  if  any  movements  have  taken 
place  in  his  front.  I  have  been  to-day  expecting  to  hear  your  guns  at 
WaiEliington  but  have  heard  nothing.  The  force  at  Plymouth  is  re- 
ported &bO  men  and  two  gunboats. 

I  am,  general,  very  resi)ectftilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLBY  SOBBBL, 
Major  and  Assistant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 


Oenebal  Orders,  »  Adjt.  and  Inspector  General's  Office, 
No.  34.  )  Eichmondy  Fa.,  AprU  1, 18G3. 

•  •••••• 

II.  The  geographical  limits  of  the  command  of  Lientenant-General 
Longstreet,  embracing  the  defenses  of  Bichmond  and  extending  south 
to  include  the  State  of 'North  Carolina — the  whole  under  the  sa|>ervision 
and  general  direction  of  G^eral  B.  £.  Lee— will  be  divided  into  three 
military  departments,  as  foUows :  All  north  of  the  James  Biver  for  the 
defense  of  Bichmond  will  constitute  the  Department  of  Bichmond,  under 
Major-G^eral  Bkey,  headquarters  Bichmond;  all  that  portion  of  Vir- 
ginia south  of  the  James  Biver  and  east  of  the  county  of  Powhatan  will 
constitute  the  Department  of  Southern  Virginia,  under  Migor- General 
French,  headquarters  at  some  central  point  near  Black  water ;  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  wiU  constitute  the  Department  of  North  Carolina, 
under  M%|.  Qten.  D.  H.  Hill,  headquarters  Goldsboiough. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  order  : 

S.  COOPBB, 
Ailiutant  and  Inspector  General 
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HSABQirABTERS  ArMY  OF  NORTHERN  YmOINIA^ 

AprU  2, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Jakes  Longstreet, 

Oommandiny  CorpSy  Petersburg^  Va.: 

General:  Your  letters  of  29th  and  30th  altimo  have  been  reoeiyed 
I  fear  that  the  enemy,  by  propagation  of  consistent  folsehood  awd  per- 
sistent reports  of  intended  advance,  are  deceiving  as,  and  that  while 
acting  on  the  defensive  on  the  Rappahannock  and  Blackwater  they  may 
be  re-enforcing  their  armies  west,  with  a  view  to  offensive  operations.  I 
do  not  think  Bnrnside's  corps  is  in  North  Carolina  but  in  Kentucky ; 
all  the  information  that  I  get  confirms  the  truth  of  this.  Gheneral  Burn- 
side  reached  Cincinnati  on  the  24th  and  has  assumed  command  of  the 
Department  of  the  Ohio.  His  corps  is  intended  to  operate  in  Kentucky, 
where  their  papers  state  that  a  large  rebel  force  is  expected.  It  may  be 
intended,  however,  that  it  shall  reenforce  Bosecrans.  You  aie,  at  any 
rate,  relieved  of  half  the  force  that  has  been  opposed  to  you.  You  will 
therefore  be  strong  enough  to  make  any  movement  that  you  may  con- 
sider advisable;  but,  as  stated  in  former  letters,  so  long  as  the  enemy 
choose  to  remain  on  the  defensive  and  covered  by  their  intrenchments 
and  floating  batteries  I  fear  you  can  accomplish  but  little,  except  to 
draw  provisions  from  the  invaded  districts.  U  yon  can  accompliidi  this 
it  will  be  of  positive  benefit.  I  leave  the  whole  matter  to  your  good 
judgment.  If  your  troops  cannot  be  advantageously  employed  in  North 
Carolina  they  will  be  very  useftil  here,  for  niUess  General  Hooker  soon 
takes  the  aggressive  I  must  endeavor  to  operate  to  draw  him  out.  All 
the  reports  of  our  scouts  and  citizens  north  of  the  Rappahannock  show 
that  they  are  impressed  with  the  belief  that  he  will  advance  against  us 
BO  soon  as  the  weather  and  roads  permit.  Several  periods  in  the  past 
month  were  appointed  by  him  to  advance,  and  in  every  case  he  was  pie- 
vented  by  storms. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

B.  E.  UB£, 

ChieraL 


Hbadquartsrs, 
OremmUej  K  0.,  AprU  2, 1863—3  p.  m. 
Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 
Oawnmanding  at  iinstOHj  N.  (7.  : 

General:  Your  dispatch  to  Genend  Pettigrew  and  myself  has  been 
received.  I  will  move  to  Hookerton  to-morrcTw  morning.  The  rifle 
4.Q2-inch  and  32-ponnder  gun  and  ammunition,  and  a  good  deal  of  other 
ammunition,  I  understood,  had  been  removed  to  Tarborough  before  my 
arrival  here.  I  have  sent  an  officer  to  Tarborough  to  remove  the  rifle 
gun  to  Falkland;  the  32-pounder  I  presume  you  prefer  having  at  Tar- 
borough. Colonel  Brabble  is  at  Taft's  Cross- Boads  with  two  pieces  of 
tj.  B.]  Starrs'  battery.  I  have  directed  him  to  move  to  this  point  at  day- 
break. He  will  be  left  here,  and  I  would  prefer  his  keeping  the  two 
pieces  of  artillery  with  him  until  the  rifle  ran  is  in  position.  If  you  do 
not  object  to  it  I  think  it  would  be  weU  for  him  to  keep  these  pieces 
with  him  as  long  as  he  remains.  I  will  leave  them  until  I  hear  from 
you.  Please  let  me  know  in  your  next  if  he  can  keep  them.  The  rifle 
gun  will  be  in  position  to-morrow  evening,  Migor  Haskell  thinks.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  your  three  notes  directing  me  to  be  ready  to  move  to  the  as- 
sistance of  General  Bansom  I  sent  the  diflei*ent  battery  commanders  to 
examine  the  ammunition  here  and  was  informed  that  it  was  not  suited 
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to  flelil  gaiis — ^tbat  most  of  it  was  ammnuitioii  that  had  beon  oiiaaent 
As  it  waB  atterly  impossible  for  me  to  remove  the  commissaiy  stores 
and  this  ammaDition,  and  be  in  a  condition  to  go  to  the  assistance  of 
General  Bansom,  I  concluded  it  would  be  best  to  send  the  ammunition 
to  Tarborongh.  My  traniqportation  is  so  limited  that  it  is  with  much 
difficulty  that  I  can  feed  my  troops  when  moving  about  unless  hard 
bread  is  the  issue.  I  hope,  general,  that  this  disposition  will  meet  with 
your  approval,  as  the  ammunition  is  not,  I  understand,  suited  for  field 
guns,  and  had  I  removed  it  and  the  commissary  stores  I  would  not  have 
been  ready  for  two  days  or  more  to  have  gone  to  tiie  assistance  of  Gen- 
eral Bansom.  Colonel  Ferebee  I  presume  you  wish  to  remain  here  until 
he  hears  from  you,  as  I  understand  firom  General  fiobertson  that  you 
informed  him  wt  he  would  be  sent  to  the  Bla<^water  when  he  left  here. 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  him  since  the  dispatch  I  forwarded  you 
stating  that  he  had  bMn  informed  by  citizens  tiiat  there  were  a  good 
m.'^ny  wagons  in  Washington  and  some  4,000  or  5,000  troops,  and  he 
thought  they  would  march  somewhere  to-day.  I  will,  unless  I  receive 
further  instructions,  encamp  in  the  vicinity  of  Hookerton  to-morrow 
night 

Very  respectfully,  ^Asc* 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-  OeneraU 

There  has  been  no  movement  on  the  Washington  road  since  day  be- 
fore yesterday. 


Headquabtebs  Gabnett's  Command, 
Two  miUt  from  Washington^  If.  0.,  April  2, 1863. 

[M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Gbnbbal  :  I  have  directed  the  engineer  officer  (Lieutenant  Stevens) 
to  proceed  to  build  the  bridge  inunediately  (he  has  charge  of  the  pon- 
toneers  sent  with  Colonel  Singeltary),  and  he  is  now  engaged  on  that 
work.  He  reported  to  me  in  person  and  I  impressed  upon  him  to  use 
all  possible  dispatch.  You  state  in  one  of  your  dispatches  that  General 
Daniel  has  been  sent  to  my  assistance.  Please  let  me  know  what  dis- 
position yon  wish  made  of  his  troops.  If  yon  apprehend  that  re-en- 
forcements will  be  sent  from  Plymouth  he  had  better  be  ordered  in  that 
direction,  I  should  think,  unless  you  design  that  he  shall,  in  concert 
with  me,  assault  Washington.  I  do  not  understand  what  your  partic- 
ular plans  are.  I  would  be  glad  to  act  under  your  personal  directions, 
if  that  can  be  done  consistent  with  your  judgment* 
Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GABNBTT, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


HBADQUABTEBS  GABNBTT'B  COMMAIO), 

Near  Washington,  N.  0.,  April  2, 1808. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Gbnbbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  two  dis- 
patches from  you.  I  very  much  regret  that  my  communications  to  you 
Khould  have  been  so  irregular  as  well  as  late  in  reaching  yon.  I  did 
not  know  where  you  would  establish  your  h^quarters  or  the  arrange- 
ment made  of  the  line  of  couriers  to  communicate  with  yon.    I  sent  two 


956  NORTH  CABOLIVa  AND  S.  B.  VIBOINTA.  [Ckat. 

mesaeDgers  to  Swann's  Point,  who  returned  and  reported  tfaey  could 
find  no  means  of  croBsing.  This  occasioned  considerable  delay.  My 
forces  are  in  ^nt  of  and  below  the  town.  I  deemed  these  the  best 
positions  to  threaten  the  enemy  and  prevent  his  escape.  My  battery 
(four  smooth  bores)  is  from  half  to  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  ene- 
my's works.  I  have  not  yet  opened,  because  the  gans  are  partially 
concealed,  and  the  Yankees  can  concentrate  on  my  artillery  from  ten  to 
twelve  gnns  of  superior  metal,  some,  if  not  all,  rifled  pieces.  It  is  im- 
IM)ssible  to  contend  successftUly  with  smooth-bores  against  guns  in- 
trenched and  of  superior  range. 

In  accordance  wiUi  your  instmetions  to  look  well  to  my  rear  and 
strongly  guard  the  Williamston,  Jamestown,  and  Plymouth  ixiads,  I 
have  placed  Colonels  Washington  and  Singeltary  on  these  rontes.  This 
leaves  me  an  infantry  force  but  slightly  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy,  as 
far  as  I  can  learn  from  careM  inquiry.  The  Yankee  works  are  strongly 
constructed,  with  artillery  to  sweep  the  front  and  enfilade  the  ditch 
extending  along  the  whole  line,  12  feet  wide  and  from  4  to  5  feet  deep. 
The  fallen  timber  in  advance  of  the  line  of  fortification,  within  range 
of  canister  and  grape,  makes  the  construction  of  rifle-pits  almost  im- 
possible. I  have  no  evidence  tiiat  the  enemy  has  been  demoralized  by 
our  presence,  there  having  been  no  desertions  or  messages  from  them. 
I  therefore  infer  they  will  make  a  good  resistance  if  attacked.  I  will 
look  into  the  practicability  of  using  cotton  bales  as  you  suggest.  I  am 
truly  anxious  to  forward  your  views,  but  I  am  satisfied  that  without 
long-range  artillery  to  silence  the  enemy's  batteries  I  cannot  assail  the 
town  without  great  sacrifice  of  men,  with  doubtful  hope  of  success. 
Very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GAENBTT, 
Brigadter-Chneralj  Commanding. 

P.  S. — I  have  made  arrangements  to  send  you  couriers  by  a  shorter 
route.  Please  order  the  arrangements  to  be  completed  on  your  side  ol 
the  river. 


EEbabqttabtbbs, 
Ivor,  Va.j  AprU  2, 18^3. 
Mi^.  G^n.  D.  H.  Hill,  Cfymmamding^  d^.  : 

General  :  I  think  that  the  force  recently  at  Newport  News  has  gone 
West,  except  the  I'e-enforcements  left  at  Suffolk.  From  the  accounts 
that  I  get  the  force  at  Suffolk  varies  frx)m  18,000  to  60,000.  The  former 
estimate  is  probably  about  right,  though  I  cannot  satisfy  myself  that 
there  can  be  more  than  16,000.  This  is  considerably  more  than  I  can 
put  into  the  field.  I  must  therefore  call  for  the  brigades  of  Kemper 
and  Garuett,  of  General  Picketf  s  division,  and  I  also  desire  that  yon 
send  the  two  Whitworth  guns— all  to  Franklin.  It  may  be  neoessaiy 
for  you  to  suspend  operations  in  North  Oaiolina  until  I  can  send  you 
another  force.  I  desire  particularly  to  haul  from  the  counties  east  of 
the  Chowan  the  subsistence  and  quartermasters'  supplies  there.  We. 
may  not  have  so  favorable  an  opportunity,  and  it  is  important  that  we 
should  get  the  supplies  from  those  counties.  The  enemy's  cavalry  force 
is  more  than  double  that  which  I  can  put  into  the  field.  I  am  plarticn- 
lurly  anxious  to  get  a  regiment  of  cavalry  to  put  with  our  present  force. 
If  the  cavalry  has  gone  to  Bertie  I  wish  you  would  order  it  up  to  Frank- 
lin, except  a  regiment  for  Bertie  and  to  look  after  gunboiUs.  If  the 
cavalry  is  still  with  you  please  make  prompt  arrangements  with  it  to 
meet  these  views.    I  hope  that  you  wUl  lose  no  time  in  putting  the  bri- 
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gades  of  Qeneral  Pickett^s  division  at  FrankUn^  and  the  two  Whit 
worth  gnnsy  anless  one  is  indispensable  to  you.  Let  the  cavalry  report 
at  the  same  point.  I  would  like  to  be  advised  of  the  time  necessary  to 
accomplish  this,  as  this  alone  will  delay  my  operations.  I  sincerely 
hoi)e  that  you  may  have  succeeded  at  Washington. 

I  remain,  general,  respectfully,  your  ob^ient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
LieutenanUGmeralj  Comnumding, 


Brigade  Headquarters, 
Qoldsbaraughj  N.  C,  April  2, 1863. 
Mi^.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  in  the  Field : 

General  :  Yesterday  I  received  a  note  from  General  Longstreet  stat- 
ing that  10,000  or  12,000  men  of  the  enemy  had  left  Newport  News,  Ya., 
for  the  coast  of  this  State.  General  L.  stated  that  he  had  good  reason 
to  think  they  were  intended  for  New  Berne.  He  has  directed  me  to 
look  after  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  New  Berne  and  Wilmiugton, 
preferring  the  safety  of  the  latter  to  this  place.  I  have  directed  Gen- 
eral £emper  to  get  the  earliest  information  fh>m  New  Berne  and  if 
any  movement  be  commenced  to  send  you  intelligence  at  once,  as  Gen- 
eral Longstreet  directed  you  should  be  informra.  Eveiything  quiet 
at  last  accounts.  Kemper  made  his  demonstration  on  Monday.  I 
sent  to  him  a  regiment.  It  is  still  there.  As  Evans'  cavalry  has  been 
taken  away,  there  must  be  some  cavalry  in  ftont,  and  I  have  directed 
Robertson  to  supply  it.  I  pray  by  this  time  you  have  the  enemy  as  you 
wish  them. 

yesy  respeelftilly  and  truly, 

B.  BANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier- OeneraL 


Bnoinber  Department,  Dibtriot  of  the  Gape  Fear, 

WUmingtany  N.  0.,  AprU  2, 1863. 

His  Hxoellen<^  Zebulon  B.  Vaivob, 

Oevemor  of  the  State  of  North  Oaroliima : 

Dear  Sir  :  The  army  commissary  here  finds  it  extremely  difficult  to 
keep  up  a  supply  of  provisions  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  army,  and  the 
negroes  sent  by  you  at  work  on  defenses  under  my  charge  have  in  con- 
sequence been  on  short  rations  since  Uieir  arrivid  here.  I  respectftilly 
suggest  that  if  you  will  induce  the  owners,  or  others  interested  iu  the 
negroes,  to  send  here  a  suitable  supply  of  meat  and  bread  I  will  pay  the 
highest  market  rates  for  it  and  see  Uiat  the  negroes  are  property  fed. 
I  am,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  H.  JAMES, 
Captain  and  Chief  Engineer. 

War  Department,  O.  B.  A., 

Eichmondy  Fa.,  April  2, 1863. 
His  Excellency  Zebitlon  B.  Vance, 

Oovemor  of  North  Carolina,  Raleigh,  N.  C, : 

Sir:  On  the  receipt  of  your  telegram  with  regard  to  the  condition  of 
affairs  in  Western  North  Carolina  I  directed  Oeneral  DoneLson  to  send 
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a  foroe  to  Asbeville  *  and  vicinity  to  repress  tlie  disorders  existing  tberew 
I  liave  just  received  from  liiiu  the  following  dispatch: 

Knozvillx,  Tbnn.,  Jpril  1, 186S. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon. 

In  oomplianoe  with  yoar  order  a  regimont  of  oavalry  will  leave  this  plsoe  for  Ashe- 
Tille,  N.  C.|  to-morrow  morning,  with  orders  to  sweep  the  monntains  in  its  vicinity  of 
maranders,  oonBcripte,  and  dosortere. 

D.  S.  DONELSON, 
Brigadier^GmiBral  Commamdinff, 

Witli  high  regard,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  BBDDON. 


EicnMOND,  April  2, 18G3. 
W.  S.  MORBIS,  Esq., 

Presidefit  Tekf/raph  Oompany: 

1  am  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  request  thnt  you  will  i)er« 
mit  nothiug  relative  to  the  aiifortunate  disturbance  which  occurred  in 
the  city  today  to  be  ^ut  over  the  telegraph  lines  in  any  direction  for 
any  purpose. 

Very  resi)ectfully,  &c, 

JNO.  WITHERS, 
Assistant  AiHutant-OenerdL 


BiOHHOND,  AprU  2, 1863. 
To  Hie  Uidkmand  Press: 

Gentlemen  :  The  unfortunate  disturbance  which  occurred  to-day  in 
this  city  is  so  liable  to  misconstruction  and  misrepresentation  abroad 
that  I  am  desired  by  the  Secretary  of  War  to  make  a  special  appeal  to 
the  editors  and  reporters  of  the  press  at  Biohmond,  and  earnestly  to 
request  them  to  avoid  all  reference  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  amdr. 
The  reasons  for  this  are  so  obvious  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  state  them, 
and  the  Secretary  indulges  the  hope  that  his  own  views  in  tliis  oonneo- 
tion  will  be  approved  of  by  the  press  generally.  Any  other  course  must 
tend  to  embarrass  our  cause,  and  to  encourage  our  enemies  in  their  in* 
humanpolioy. 

Very  respectfully,  &c. 

JliTO.  WITHBBS, 
Assistant  Adfutan^Oen&rdL 

IlBADQUABTBIlS,  April  8, 1868. 
General  B.  B.  Lee,  Commanding: 

General:  Tour  letter  of  the  27th  is  just  received.  On  Monday  I 
started  down  for  the  Blaekwater  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrange- 
ments for  crossing  a  force  for  foraging  in  the  counties  east  of  the 
Ohowan.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  couceiitrate  a  force  and  have  good 
bridges  prepared  by  Wednesday  next.  My  scout  reported  on  Monday 
that  the  enemy  at  Newport  News  had  embarked — ^it  was  supposed  for 
North  Carolina.  There  are  some  reports  in  this  section  that  the  enemy 
lately  at  Newport  News  has  gone  West  According  to  the  best  informa- 
tion that  I  can  get  he  has  a  force  at  Sufiblk  of  at  least  17,000  men,  well 
forti  fied.  However,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  cross  with  about  the  same  foroe 
and  to  forage  all  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan.  I  do  not  deem  it 
practicable  to  make  movements  concealed  in  any  portion  of  this  country. 
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En  the  first  place  I  do  not  suppose  the  enemy  so  very  careless  as  to 
idmit  of  it;  second,  there  are  many  people  in  the  eastern  counties  who 
sympathize  with  the  opposite  cause ;  l&ird,  our  transportation  is  the 
most  indifferent,  rendering  slow  movements  almost  impracticable;  rapid 
movements  out  of  the  question.  Tour  transportation  I  thought  indif- 
ferent If  you  could  see  such  as  there  is  in  this  section  you  would  be 
delighted  at  the  contemplation  of  those  large,  fine  teams  of  your  own. 
The  vehicle  almost  universal  here  is  what  our  soldiers  call  the  ox  sulky. 
I  will  send  you  a  sketch  of  one  of  them  as  soon  as  I  can  get  a  good 
draughtsman.  I  believe  with  you  that  a  sudden  vigorous  attack  upon 
SufBdk  would  give  me  that  place,  but  I  see  no  ^anoe  of  getting  the 
garrison  unless  I  can  get  assistance  fh>m  the  Na^.  Besides,  it  would 
cost  me  5,000  men ;  Imt  with  another  division  I  can  do  more  and  at  a 
third  the  sacrifice.  I  have  thought  since  about  January  23  last  ^when 
J  made  the  same  suggestion  to  you)  that  one  army  corps  could  hold  the 
line  of  the  Bappahannock  while  the  other  was  operating  elsewhere.  I 
cannot  now  appreciate  the  necessity  of  your  retiring  to  the  Annas  in 
case  you  send  off  more  troops  from  the  Bappahannock.  There  you  are 
fortified  on  the  river  and  on  the  heights;  on  the  Annas  you  would  have 
neither.  Besides,  yon  would  lose  morale  and  encourage  the  enemy.  If 
I  move  out  to  make  the  attack  upon  Suffolk  I  shall  attack  a  position 
which  ought  to  be  well  fbrtified,  and  I  have  infbrmation  that  it  is.  lliat 
position  can  be  re-enforoed  from  the  Army  of  the  Potomao  in  three 
days.  I  might  get  re-enforcements  from  you  possibly  in  two  days.  I 
doubt,  too,  me  poUey  of  giving  time  to  develop  the  plans  of  the  enemy, 
but  would  prefer  to  act  ^fore  his  plans  are  matured.  Our  plans  muse 
be  made  to  suit  the  emergency,  so  they  might  be  more  effective  if  made 
and  executed  before  the  enemy's  were  matmred.  Ishall  move,  as  I  have 
said,  across  the  Blackwater  as  soon  as  I  can  get  substantial  crossings, 
and  at  least  make  a  forced  reconnaissance  whUe  I  endeavor  to  draw  off 
subsistence  and  quartermasters'  stores.  If  more  can  be  done  without 
great  sacrifice  I  shall  do  it.  My  chief  object  in  wishing  a  consultation 
was  to  endeavor  to  get  your  aid  in  securing  co-operation  on  the  part  of 
the  Kavy .  With  that  I  should  hope  to  capture  the  force  at  Suffolk  and 
re-enforcements  from  the  army  of  the  Bappahannock. 
I  remain,  general  very  respectfoUy.  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LOIirGSTBBBT, 
JAmUmm^Om^eralj  OammtmUmg. 


HBADQTTABTEB8, 

FOerOmrffy  Va^  AprU  4>  1883. 
General  B.  B.  Lhb, 

Cafnma/nding,  Frederiekahurgj  V€L  : 

Gensbal  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  let- 
ters of  the  27th  and  Slut  ultimo  and  of  the  2d  instant.  General  Hill 
has  succeei^led  iu  cuttiug  ofi'  the  enemy's  position  at  Washington  from 
hi8  guuboals  and  has  surrounded  it,  but  he  fears  that  time  alone  will 
reduce  the  garrisou.  He  complainH  of  want  of  artillery.  It  is  thought 
that  there  are  no  irou-clads  on  the  coast  of  Korth  Carolina-,  and  if  I  am 
correctly  informed  there  is  but  one  in  the  James  Biver.  General  Hill 
is  ordered  and  nrf^ed  to  be  prompt  in  his  opei-ations.  If  he  finds  that 
too  much  time  will  be  consumed  in  reducing  the  garrison  at  any  point 
he  is  to  draw  off  as  soon  as  he  gets  out  the  supplies  firom  the  eastern 
counties     I  hope  to  be  able  to  cross  the  Blackwater  on  Wednesday  or 
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Thursday  next  and  to  get  what  supplieB  there  are  east  of  Chat  stream 
and,  if  I  find  it  possible,  to  make  an  effort  to  get  that  garrison.  There 
seems  bat  little  room  to  doubt  bat  the  enemy  is  inclined  to  make  his 
great  effort  in  the  West,  bat  we  may  break  him  np  in  the  East  and  then 
re-enforce  in  the  West  in  time  to  crash  him  there.  It  may  be  necessary 
in  this  view  to  suggest  to  the  commander  in  the  West  to  decline  battle 
there  until  we  can  re-enforce,  unless  he  finds  a  favorable  opportunity.  I 
hope  to  be  able  to  finish  with  the  operations  in  this  section  in  time  to 
join  you  as  soon  as  the  roads  are  in  condition  for  you  to  begin  to  oper- 
ate. I  have  not  thought  that  the  enemy  could  advance  on  either  this 
or  your  line  until  the  roads  were  better :  on  this,  not  at  all,  unless  be 
sent  other  than  the  forces  that  he  has  had  here.  The  forces  that  have 
gone  West  may  have  been  sent  there  to  keep  down  trouble.  It  is  pos- 
sible, too,  that  he  has  deceived  himself  with  regard  to  the  forces  sent  by 
us  West  The  three  regiments  that  were  sent  from  here  may  have  been 
magnified  into  a  great  force.  Their  papers  have  fiiequently  mentioned 
movements  of  our  troops  toward  Kentucky. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutmant- General,  Ccmmamdkig. 

P.  B. — All  of  my  information  is  to  the  effect  that  half  at  least  d 
Burnside^s  command  is  stUl  at  Suffolk. 


Hbadquabtbbs,  AprU  4, 1863. 
General  E.  E.  Lub, 

Ocmmandingj  FrederieMmrg^  Va. : 

Gbnbbal  :  I  send  you  a  letter  just  received  from  General  Hill.  I 
have  ordered  six  rifled  guns  instead  of  only  four.  As  he  has  under- 
taken Washington  it  is  important  that  he  should  reduce  it ;  otherwise  it 
will  give  the  enemy  great  confidence.  I  doubt  if  New  Berne  is  worth 
the  trouble  and  time  it  would  take  to  reduce  it.  G^eral  H.  asks  fbr 
two  weeks ;  in  addition  to  these  two  weeks  it  will  require  two  to  move 
out  to  Suffolk  and  draw  the  supplies  from  there.  Oan  we  afford  to  con- 
sume this  time  and  reach  you  before  the  enemy  can  move  t  It  depends 
on  your  roads  more  than  anything  else.  If  you  can  spare  me  two  more 
brigades  and  artillery  I  can  operate  at  once.  I  think  that  I  might  do 
with  one  brigade  and  a  battahon  of  artillery.  If  we  succeed  in  getting 
one  of  the  positions  of  the  enemy  the  others  may  not  be  so  difficult. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEKT, 
Lieuteiumt-C^eneralj  Oammamdimg. 

You  might  telegraph  in  such  a  way  as  to  indicate  your  wishes  without 
them  unders'ood  to  operators. 


Headqttastebs, 
Kimton,  K.  0.,  April  4, 1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  Jajieb  Lonostbeet, 

Comdg.  Department  of  Virgin  it  and  Iforth  Carolina: 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  the  dOth  was  duly  received.    Kemper  made 
a  deroonstratioTi  on  New  Berne.   The  eiieiny  Uopt  within  his  works.   Hill 
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has  been  aroand  WashingtoiL  cdnoe  Taeaday.  He  has  called  one  of  n» 
regiments  to  his  yidnity.  To-morrow  Kemper  goes  to  i^nklin.  I  shiUi 
be  here  with  four  legiments  and  enough  artilleiy  for  my  infan^.  I  havb 
hot  one  squadron  of  cavalry .  If  an  opportunity  offers  I  shall  strike ;  bat 
with  only  2,500  men  I  shall  have  to  be  circumspect.  Hill  has  directed  me 
not  to  go  to  WhitiDg  under  any  drcnmstances  unless  the  latter  states 
that  the  enemy's  fleet  is  directly  off  the  forts  below.  Id  this  officii^ 
note  let  me  ask  a  favor.  If  it  bis  possible  to  prevent  it  do  not  let  me 
be  kept  only  to  watch  when  others  are  doing  better.  I  am  not  partial 
to  service  where  there  has  been  so  little  done  and  where  there  are  poor 
opportunities  to  render  real  good. 

Yeiy  respeotftdly,  your  mo«t  obedient  servant, 

R.  BAirSOM,  Jb.9 

Brigadier- OmerdU 


HBADQUABTEB0,  April  4^  1903. 

General  B.  Banbom,  [  Jb^I 

Oammanding  at  Oi>la»haroughj  JT.  0. : 

In  case  you  are  likely  to  give  battle,  telegraph  for  Oolonel  Bansom: 
otherwise  let  him  remain  on  the  coast.  I  do  not  know  where  General 
Bobertson  is.  Please  send  an  order  to  him  to  send  three  companies  of 
cavalry  to  Gtoneral  Whiting.  Bzplain  to  him  why  I  send  the  order 
tfaiODgh  you. 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
Lieuiemmt-Oenerdl  Oommamdimg. 


HBAJX^UABTEBg,  April  4)  18^3. 

G^eral  W.  H.  G.  WmmiOy 

Oowimamdk^  iU  WiUMmgUmj  N,  0. : 

Keep  OoL  [M.  W.]  Bansom  unless  his  regiment  is  going  into  battle, 
when  General  Bansom  will  telegraph  for  him.  Three  companies  are 
ordered  in  the  place  of  Colonel  Barbour.  I  hope  that  the  monitor  off 
the  bar  will  not  be  able  to  weather  the  storms.  If  she  attempts  to  cross 
have  a  party  ready  to  board  her. 

JAMBS  LONG8TBEBT, 
Lieuimant'OeHeral  Oommandimg. 


Hbadquabtbbs  Fobobs  on  Blaokwatbb, 

AprU  4, 1803. 
Lieutenant-General  Lon€H9TBEBt, 

Camnumding  Depa/rtment: 

General  :  I  send  you  the  map  of  roads.  The  enemy  have  not  gotten 
over  the  fright  of  my  move  to  Garrsville  and  are  on  the  alert,  expecting 
an  attack  from  us.  My  scouts  report  the  cars  running  day  and  night 
from  Noifolk.  1  learn  from  Mr,  Hofman,  just  from  Suffolk,  that  when 
he  left  the  forces  consisted  only  of  some  sixteen  to  eighteen  regiments 
inclusive,  say  some  13,000  men.  Thirteen  regiments  have  been  there, 
and  either  three  or  five  of  the  Ninth  Army  Oorps  are  thei'e.  He  thinks 
that  fortifications  run  from  Suffolk  to  Dismal  Swamp,  but  I  think  he  is 
misti^en  and  will  have  an  examinatioi  made.    If  this  be  so  it  mav  be 
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dlilloalt  to  get  between  Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  He  says  the  plan  ctf  Suf- 
folk and  fordflcations  I  sent  yon  is  correct  The  tioope  at  Sofiolk  are 
not  reliable.  I  am  prei>aring  to  rebuild  the  Joiner  Bridge.  I  will  hear 
to-night,  I  think,  from  a  gentieman  in  Suffolk  and  will  write  yon  by  next 
mfldl. 

Very  respeotftilly,  yonr  obedient  serrant, 

M.  JBNKmS, 
Briffodier-Chnsralj  Oammamdmg. 


Hbadquabtkbs, 
Petmburgj  Va.,  April  4^  18da— 2  p.  m. 

M%i.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx,  OommaiMmgj  dhe,: 

GEmsBAL:  In  asking  yon  to  send  me  the  cavalry,  leaving  a  regiment 
in  Bertie,  I  only  wished  the  cavalry  over  and  above  the  fbroe  that  yoa 
need  on  yonrpioket  line.  Three  companies  should  be  kept  with  General 
Whiting  at  Wilmington.  The  enemy  seems  to  be  re-enforcing  in  the 
West  with  a  view  to  operating  actively  there,  and  only  on  the  defensive 
in  the  East.  We  should  therefore  act  promptly  here  with  the  purpose 
of  pushing  some  of  our  forces  West  as  soon  as  we  may  be  able  to  do  so. 
If  you  find  that  you  are  likely  to  be  detained  any  time  in  reducing  Wash- 
ington it  will  probably  be  better  to  abandon  it  and  confine  yourself  to 
drawing  out  the  supplies  from  the  eastern  counties.  This  you  can  do 
with  the  force  properly  belonging  in  North  Carolina.  The  cavalry  I  will 
send  back  as  soon  as  we  can  get  the  supplies  fh>m  the  country  east  of 
the  Chowan.  I  want  the  brigades  of  Generals  Gamett  and  Kemper  at 
Franklin^  Va.,  as  soon  as  you  find  that  you  cannot  reduce  the  ganison 
at  Washington  without  consuming  too  much  time;  or,  if  you  are  suc- 
cessful, I  want  them  returned  to  me  at  Franklin;  also  my  Whitworth, 
if  it  is  not  the  one  that  was  burst.  Give  me  the  earliest  information  of 
the  time  that  these  troops  can  be  put  at  Franklin. 

I  remain,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 

I  suppose  that  you  know  that  we  have  not  the  ammunition  to  fight 
artillery  battle  against  the  enemy's  fortifications. 


WiLMiifOTON,  N.  C,  AprU  5,  IMS. 

Lieutenant-General  LoNaSTBBBT: 

Beauregard  informs  me  eight  monitors  off  Charleston  Bar.  Enemy 
have  landed  four  regiments  on  Oole*s  Island.  He  desires  telegraph 
kepi  open. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITIKG. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  C.  8.  A., 

Biehmond^  Va.^  April  5, 1868. 
General  W.  H.  O.  WHirma, 

WilminffUm,  N.  C. : 

The  movements  of  the  enemy  seem  to  threaten  an  approaching  attack 
on  Charleston.  Hold  Ransom's  brigade  in  readiness  for  movement  in 
^iie  event  their  forces  should  be  concentrated  for  a  land  attack. 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
Beoreia/ry  of  Wmr. 
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OOLDSBOBOUGHy  N.  0.,  ApfU  0,  IMft. 

Maj.  Q.  MozLET  SOBBXL,  A99i8tant  Adfuiamt- General : 

I  have  no  oavaliy  to  send  to  Wilmington ;  all  available  activelv  em- 
ployed. Claiborne's  horses  broken  down.  Will  send  the  companies  as 
soon  as  possible. 

B.  H.  BOBEBT80N, 
BrigaMmr'€hMralf  Cammamdmg  Oa/eabr^. 


HlK|B8.  FoBOES  ON  Blaokwateb,  April  6, 1868. 

Lieat.  Gfen.  James  Lonostbbbt: 

GEinBBAii :  I  have  postponed  for  a  few  days  my  attempts  upon  the 
enemy's  advanced  post,  having  found  him  much  on  the  alert  In  view 
of  your  desiprnB  I  have  taken  steps  to  have  them  think  yon  are  gone  to 
the  West  with  the  greater  portion  of  yonr  force  to  meet  Bnmside's 
movement.  I  will  send  an  intelligent  officer  or  scout  to-night  to  dis- 
oover  whether  it  will  be  possible  to  throw  a  force  by  the  south  side  be- 
tween Suffolk  and  Norfolk.  He  will  have  no  idea,  of  course,  why  I  wish 
to  know,  as  I  will  lead  him  to  suppose  it  is  merely  for  a  cavalry  raid  to 
tear  up  the  railroad.  &c.  If  it  cannot  be  done  we  might  effect  the  same 
object  by  crossing  tne  Nansemond  Biver  by  pontoon.  My  last  estimate 
of  the  forces  at  Suffolk  I  think  correct^^say  12,000  to  15,000.  If  you 
succeed  in  capturinff  them  it  will  be  the  most  brilliant  aSair  of  the  war 
and  would  be  attended  by  glorious  results  to  the  cause.  Part  of  line's 
battery  has  arrived,  but  the  most  important  gun  for  ourpurposes  is  not 
with  it,  and  the  ammunition  is  defective.  I  hope  the  Whitworth  gun 
will  be  here  in  time  for  the  gunboat ;  at  any  rate  I  will  make  the  at- 
tempt witii  the  guns  I  have  t£e  next  trip  they  make. 
I  am,  generaL  your  obedient  servant, 

M.  JBNKnirB, 
Brigadier-Oenrntd. 

Hbabquabtebs,  April  A,  IMS. 
Ctoneral  H.  jEinnifB,  Oimmanding  iU  BUukwaler  : 

Oenbbal  :  I  desire  that  you  have  yonr  command  in  readiness  to  cross 
the  Blackwater  on  Friday.  The  divisions  of  Generals  Pickett  and  Hood 
will  not  be  able  to  cross  before  Saturday ;  but  if  the  force  at  Suffolk  is 
no  larger  than  stated  in  your  letter  of  the  4th  you  will  be  able  to  cross 
with  the  two  brigades  on  the  day  before  them  and  take  up  some  strong 
position  between  the  Blackwater  and  Suffolk.  Ton  will  probably  cross 
at  the  Franklin  Bridge.  I  hope  to  join  yon  on  Thursday  at  your  head- 
quarters and  will  tiien  give  detailed  instructions.  The  regiment  of 
Colonel  Baker  should  be  ready  to  move  with  you.  Ton  should  have 
four  days'  rations  cooked.  The  squadron  of  Oaptain  Oraham  is  ordered 
to  be  at  Blackwater  Bridge,  to  cross  at  that  point,  and  move  on  the 
flank  via  Windsor.  The  pickets  that  you  have  on  the  other  side  of  the 
Blackwater  had  better  be  left  there,  provided  with  the  number  of 
rations  already  mentioned.  Ton  can  take  them  on  to  join  you  after 
crossing.  Ton  will  require  tools  for  intrenching.  The  cavalry  should 
be  provided  with  wires  to  stretch  across  the  roads  in  case  the  enemy's 
cav^y  should  attack  it,  particularly  for  any  cavalry  charge. 

Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this  by  telegraph. 

I  remain,  very  respectfhUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
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Peterdmrg,  Va.j  April  6, 18da— 1  p.  m. 

j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Oammamdimg^  4be. : 

Gbneral  :  From  your  letter  of  the  4th  instant  I  infer  that  your 
airy  is  picketing  oontinnally  firom  Boanoke  to  Wilmington.  This,  it 
seems  to  me,  is  snperflnons  labor.  I  shoald  think  three  companies 
quite  enongh  for  General  Whiting.  Six  onght  to  be  enongh  at  and 
aronnd  New  Berne  and  three  near  Washington.  Then  a  cavalry  fi»roe— 
say  Claiborne's  regiment— in  Bertie  onght  to  be  moie  than  enongh  to 
wateh  that  conntiy  while  their  horses  are  resting.  The  balance  of  the 
force  onght  to  be  kept  at  some  suitable  point  for  other  operations  and 
for  foraging  the  animals.  If^  however,  you  cannot  make  such  arrange- 
ments I  must  do  without  him.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  have  a  much 
greater  cavalry  force  than  the  enemy.  That  being  the  case  I  cannot 
see  how  we  should  be  obliged  to  use  but  part  of  a  regiment  on  Hie 
other  side  of  the  Blackwater  against  two  of  the  enemy.  The  enemy  is 
reported  to  be  ready  to  commence  his  attack  upon  Charleston,  so  he 
cannot  re-enforce  from  that  quarter.  My  move  across  the  Blackwater 
will  secure  you  against  any  re-enforcement  firom  that  quarter^  so  yon 
will  be  free  to  operate  with  your  other  forces,  which  Tnot  including  Gen- 
erals Gamett  and  Kemper)  will  exceed  the  force  oi  the  enemy.  The 
two  regiments  at  Hamilton  ought  to  be  enough  to  keep  up  your  invest- 
ment without  Gkurnett,  and  they  will  then  be  in  position  to  cut  off  any 
force  that  might  be  so  indiscreet  as  to  venture  up  to  Weldon.  Yon 
could  at  least  keep  the  enemy  inside  his  works  and  draw  out  the  sup- 
plies firom  the  eastern  portion  of  the  State.  Your  letter  of  the  2d  in- 
stant expressed  confidence  in  entire  success  if  you  could  get  four  other 
rifle  guns.  I  ordered  them  to  yon  at  once,  but  you  now  say  that  noth- 
ing but  heavy  artillery  will  answer.  I  hope,  thereforeL  that  vou  will  re- 
turn the  guns  under  Oapt.  [James]  Beilly  to  me  at  Franklin.  I  hope 
to  cross  ttie  river  on  Saturday,  aod  as  they  are  the  only  long-range 
guns  belonging  to  one  of  my  divisions  they  will  be  essential  to  me. 
The  enemy  will  surdly  be  in  condition  to  begin  bis  operations  <m  the 
Bappahannook  in  a  month  more,  and  we  shoidd  at  least  be  ready  to  de- 
fend in  this  department  and  re-enforce  on  the  Bappahannook  by  that 
time.  I  was  so  much  encouraged  by  your  letter  of  the  2d  that  I  sent 
you  the  artillery  that  you  caUra  for  and  asked  if  the  time  (two  weeks) 
could  be  given  you  with  G«rnett's  and  Kemper's  brigades.  From  your 
letter  of  the  4th  I  conclude  that  it  is  still  a  matter  of  doubt  whether 
you  will  then  reduce  the  garrison  at  Washington.  It  must  be  better, 
therefore,  for  me  to  get  my  forces  together  at  once  and  move  across  the 
Blackwater  and  secure  such  provisions  and  forage  as  may  be  in  that 
portion  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina. 

I  remain,  very  respectfrdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 
JAeutrnMnt-Oenercdj  Commanding. 

It  may  be  that  after  I  have  finished  on  the  other  side  that  I  can  send 
you  some  other  force,  but  I  presume  that  I  shall  be  obliged  to  retom  to 
the  Bappahannook. 

HXADQUABTBBS, 

Peiertbwrgj  Fa.,  AprU  6, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  Bill,  Oammanding: 

Genebal:  In  writing  fbr  the  cavalry  I  only  wanted  such  as  woold 
not  be  in  use  in  your  line  as  piokets.    Three  companies  should  go  to 
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General  Whiting.  I  wish  yoa  woold  eBtabliah  an  infantry  and  oavaliy 
force  in  Bertie  to  gnaitl  the  Ghowau  an^  give  notice  at  Franklin  if  any 
of  the  enemy's  ganboats  ascend  the  river.  I  think  there  can  be  no  need 
of  troops  at  Wddon  except  snch  as  may  be  necessary  to  gaard  the 
bridge.  I  sent  yon  four  rifle  guns  and  two  Napoleons.  I  shall  need 
them  as  soon  as  yon  may  be  able  to  dispense  with  them.  When  they 
are  letnmed  send  them  to  Franklin  by  rail.  Let  me  know  by  telegraph 
when  they  will  start  baidc 

Most  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutman^Oeneralj  Commanding. 

P.  8. — I  have  this  moment  received  your  letter  of  the  4th.  I  wrote 
yoa  yesterday,  suggesting  that  you  might  keep  G^mett's  brigade  if  it 
would  be  of  much  use  to  you.  Ton  now  say,  however,  that  heavy  artil- 
lery alone  can  be  useful,  so  I  suppose  there  is  no  prospect  of  a  snccess- 
fal  termination  of  your  expedition.  I  sent  authorit>  to  you  to  keep  Gen- 
eral Gkunett  and  sent  you  six  of  my  best  field  guns.  As  they  will  be  of 
no  service  to  yon  I  hope  yon  will  send  them  Sack  to  Franklin  as  soon 
as  possible.  Ton  can  at  least  keep  the  enemy  inside  his  works  and  haul 
off  all  supplies  that  may  be  in  the  counties  east  of  you.  This  wiU  be  a 
great  tiung.  and  we  may  yet  be  able  to  render  you  such  aid  as  you  de- 
sire. You  Know,  though,  that  we  cannot  afford  to  fight  artillery  against 
them,  particularly  when  tiiey  are  behind  their  works.  The  order  for 
the  return  of  the  troops  was  given  under  the  impression  drawn  from 
your  letters  that  there  was  no  prospect  of  reducing  the  garrison  at 
Washington.  A  letter  from  you  yesterday  seems  to  give  some  hope 
of  success  and  you  were  then  authorized  to  retain  Garnett.  Now,  again, 
you  seem  to  have  but  little  hope  except  from  heavy  artillery.  The 
enemy  is  reported  about  to  commence  operations  at  Charleston,  so  you 
can  go  on,  at  least,  hauling  off  supplies  from  any  portion  of  the  State. 
If  I  can  get  through  in  time  or  find  that  I  can  render  other  assistance 
to  you  1  will  do  so  promptly.  I  regret  very  much  that  matters  have  so 
tnnied  out  as  to  delay  me,  but  we  must  hope  for  better  fortune  hereafter. 


Hbadquabtebs  Dbpastmbnt  of  Bichmond, 

ApHl  6, 1863. 
Lieut.  Qea»  Jaxes  Longbtbebt,  Cammandi$ig: 

Gbnbbal  :  I  received  your  note  this  evening  and  hasten  to  answer  it. 
The  proposed  diversion  on  the  Peninsula  can  be  made.  Owing  to  the 
continually  threatened  riots  in  Bichmond  it  would  not  do  to  move  any 
of  Bhett's  command.  It  must  be  done  with  Wise's  brigade.  He  has  on 
the  Pamunkey  380  men  guarding  and  supporting  the  engineers  in  tear- 
ing up  the  railroad  iron  from  West  Point  to  White  House.  This  cannot 
be  disturbed.  He  has  then  left  1,563  infantry  and  412  cavalry  and  two 
light  batteries,  making  a  force  of  1,975  and  two  batteries.  This,  deduct- 
ing camp  guards  to  be  left  at  Chaffin's  fann,  will  constitute  the  expedi- 
tion under  General  Wise.  I  shall  start  him  down  the  Peninsula  Wed- 
nesday morning  unless  I  receive  contrary  instructions  from  you  by 
telegraph.  There  is  a  force  at  Yorktown  of  from  3,000  to  5,000  men. 
Of  course  Chaffin's  and  Drewry's  Bluffs  will  be  left  without  any  infantry. 
I  do  not  think  it  will  be  well  to  go  far  beyond  Yorktown  unless  the  force 
up  to  that  point  is  met  and  whip^d.  Fort  Magruder,  you  are  aware,  will 
have  to  be  oanied  or  the  garrison  fixroed  to  retire  before  proceeding  to 
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Yorktown.    Wise  has  been  chaftng  for  a  chance  and  I  am  gUid  he  has 
got  it.    He  knows  the  country  thoroughly  and  no  doabt  will  do  welL 
I  haye  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABNOLD  ELZEY, 

Hbabquabtebs  Abmt  of  Nobthxbn  Virginia, 

AprU  6,1863. 
M%j.  Qen.  Abnold  Elzbt, 

OammaiMLing  at  EMimandj  Va, : 

Obnebal  :  General  Longstreet  contemplates  a  move  across  the  Black- 
water  and  thinks  he  may  reqoire  more  infantiy  and  artillery  than  he 
now  has.  In  that  event,  can  yon  spare  him  either  Wise's  brigade  or 
yoor  lurtilleiy  battalion,  armed  as  infemtry,  with  a  light  battery  or  twof 
As  he  will  be  in  front  of  Richmond,  and  as  there  are  now  no  Federal 
troops  on  the  James  Biver,  except  those  in  his  front,  I  think  yon  oonld 
re-enforce  him  with  advantage.  Please  see  tiie  Secretary  on  the  sabject 
and  communicate  with  General  Longstreet 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  yoor  obedient  servant 

B.  B*  liBB, 

OmieraL 


Hbadquabtebs  Abict  of  Nobthebn  Vibginia, 

ApHl  6, 1863. 
Ineat.  Oen.  Jambs  Longstbebt, 

Commanding  J  <fio.,  Petersburg^  Ta. : 

Genebal  :  I  have  received  yonr  two  letters  of  the  4th  instant,  indoa- 
ing  one  from  General  D.  H.  Hill,  of  the  2d  instant.  General  Hill  seems 
to  be  operating  judicionsly  and  yon  have  given  him  all  that  he  requires. 
I  hope  therefore  he  may  be  successful  and  may  not  be  obliged  to  stonn 
the  enemy's  intrenchments,  which  might  cause  the  loss  of  many  of  our 
brave  men.  I  was  in  hopes  he  might  have  had  enough  troops  in  the 
Department  of  North  Garoliua  for  his  military  operations,  and  regret 
that  he  has  to  use  Kemper's  and  Gamett's  brigades  for  such  work. 
Ton  know  how  much  depends  on  your  divisions,  and  I  wish  to  reserve 
them  as  much  as  possible.  As  to  yonr  own  operations  you  must  push 
them  according  to  your  own  Judgment,  and  I  would  recommend  care- 
ftil  reconnaissances  before  attacking  Suffolk  or  any  other  fortifications 
of  the  enemy,  and  that  you  endeavor  to  draw  his  forces  out  by  threaten- 
ing his  communications.  I  think  you  will  find  none  of  Bumside's  corps 
opposed  to  you.  The  troops  in  your  front  are  those  which  have  been  at 
Norfolk  and  Old  Point.  Bnmside's  corps  has  certainly  gone  West.  At 
the  first  intimation  of  its  departure  from  Newport  News  a  scout  was 
dispatched  to  watch  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Bailroad.  He  proceeded 
as  frur  as  Ellicott^s  Mill  and  learned  that  the  troops  had  been  brought  up 
the  bay  and  were  encamped  around  Baltimore.  He  saw  them  on  their 
way  over  the  Baltimore  and  Ohio  Baiiroad  and  counted  some  fifty-seven 
trains.  He  conversed  with  the  men  at  some  of  the  stations,  who  ex- 
pressed great  dissatisfaction  at  being  transfeired  West ;  were  fearfrd  of 
the  climate,  their  health,  &c,  and  deserted  on  every  opportunity  that 
offered.  The  troops  conveyed  over  this  road  were  altogether  in&ntry. 
If  any  artillery  was  taken  West  it  was  carried  on  the  Pennsylvania 
Central  road,  which,  I  learn  fh)m  other  sources,  was  also  used  in  tiie 
transportation  of  Bumside's  corps. 
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The  roads  in  this  section  have  dried  astonishingly,  bat  the  storm  of 
Saturday  has  again  sorroonded  us  with  mad  and  water.  I  cannot  say 
whether  G«nerd  Hooker  will  advance  or  not,  though,  as  before  stated, 
all  the  information  I  receive  from  every  source  goes  to  show  that  it  is 
his  intention  to  do  so,  and  that  he  is  prepared.  It  may  be  a  part  of  their 
general  plan  to  deceive  us  while  re-enforoing  their  western  armies;  but 
as  soon  as  I  can  move  I  will  endeavor  to  find  out.  In  the  mean  time  I 
do  not  think  it  prudent  to  weaken  the  force  here,  but  should  you  require 
more  strength  I  think  it  better  that  you  call  on  General  Elzey  for  Wise's 
brigade  and  such  artillery  as  can  be  sent  you  from  Bichmond.  I  have 
written  to  Gtoneral  Elzey  on  tiie  subject. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant 

xL  E.  liEE, 

OmeraL 


DnriBIOlf  HSADQUASTBBB. 

.   April  6, 1863. 
lieot.  Oen.  James  Lonostbhbt  : 

My  Dbab  Gbnebal  :  I  sent  ap  yesterday  some  Yankees  taken  by 
Dearing.  From  what  I  could  gather  from  the  sergeant  a  good  many 
enlistments  would  soon  expire,  and  he  seemed  to  think  the  men  would 
not  le-enlist  and  thought  they  would  not  be  forced  in.  Schriver  is  here 
yet  I  would  have  sent  him  down  yesterday  to  Suffolk,  but  he  will  have 
to  go  to  Newport  News ;  thence  to  Norfolk  and  Suffolk.  He  says  he 
will  have  no  difiOiculty  in  readiing  Suffolk  by  that  route,  but  much  by 
any  other.  In  order  to  send  him  tbAt  way  some  little  money  will  be 
neoessary .  I  have  none  except  Oonfederate  money,  which  will  not  iiass. 
I  tlunk  |i40  of  State  money  would  answer  and  would  be  well  expended. 
He  could  return  (by  stardng  on  Wednesday)  on  Sunday  or  Monday 
next,  and  could  bring  back  accurate  information  if  he  chooses.  I  think 
it  worth  trying,  and  if  you  have  any  ftods  on  hand  for  such  purposes 
and  wish  the  Tenture  msAe  please  send  down  by  first  train.  If  not  I 
will  immediately  return  Schriver  to  his  company. 

I  am,  general,  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

GEO.  B.  PIOKBTT. 

P.  S. — Mr.  Biddick  hears  firom  Ohockatack  that  the  Yankees  have 
not  crossed  the  river  at  Beed's  Bridge,  but  are  repairing  the  bridge; 
will  ta^e  probably  three  days.  When  completed  it  gives  them  a  chance 
to  sweep  the  country.  Shall  I  send  expedition  down  after  forage  and 
at  same  time  bum  bridge  T 


Was  Depabtment,  0.  S.  A., 

Biehmandj  Va.^  April  7, 1863. 
Lieut  Gen.  James  Longmtbuet,  Oammamding,  dbe. : 

GENEBAii :  Your  letter  of  the  6th  instant*  reached  me  this  morning. 
Gratified  to  learn  that  you  contemplate  an  important  movement  at  so 
early  a  day.  I  was  anxious  to  aid  in  making  it  as  effective  as  possible 
and  lost  no  time  in  conferring  with  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  to  secure 
the  co-operation  of  snoh  vessels  as  could  be  commanded  to  cut  off  the 
enemy  from  retreat  and  effect  their  capture.  The  Secretary  had  every 
disposition  to  meet  your  views,  and  thought  at  first  that  the  iron-clad 

«  866  p.  910. 


968  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  £.  VIBGIMIA.  [O 

gauboat  BichmoDd,  with  another  light  steamer,  might  be  ventured  to 
aid  your  operations.  He  had,  however,  to  consult  his  naval  officers  and 
likewise  to  learn  whether  the  obstructions  could  be  removed  or  widened 
in  time  to  allow  the  ships  to  pass.  Unfortunately,  it  has  been  ascer- 
tained that  the  vessels  could  not  pass  without  such  removal  of  the 
heavy  obstructions  as  to  render  it  very  doubtful  whether  the  work 
could  be  accomplished  in  time.  At  thi^  same  time  the  replacement  of 
the  obstructions  after  the  termination  of  the^  expedition,  it  is  estimated, 
would  require  much  time  and  expenditure.  I  have  required  a  fuller 
report  than  I  yet  have  to  satisfy  me  of  the  inexpediency  of  attempting 
the  present  removal ;  but  Colonel  Gilmer,  the  head  of  the  Engineer 
Bureau,  expresses  himself  so  strongly  against  the  feasibility  of  the 
speedy  removal  that  I  fear  that  portion  of  your  plan  will  have  to  be 
relinquished.  Should  I  conclude  otherwise  I  will  promptly  inform  yon : 
but  you  had  better  proceed  without  counting  on  naval  cooperation,  i 
have  arranged  with  M^jor  General  Elzey  to  make  an  expedition  down 
the  Peninsula  with  some  2,000  men,  as  if  to  threaten  Yorktown  and 
Fort  Monroe,  and  at  the  same  time  to  have  a  few  companies  of  cavaliy 
threaten  the  enemy  at  Gloucester  Town,  as  if  there  was  a  purpoae,  by 
combined  attack,  to  carry  all  the  posto  of  the  enemy  on  the  Peninsula. 
These  movements,  it  is  hoped,  will  agitate  and  alarm  the  enemy,  so  as 
to  make  their  resistance  to  your  real  attack  less  serious  and  effectuaily 
preclude  their  drawing  any  re-enforcements  ibam  this  side. 

With  my  best  wishes  for  the  success  of  your  operations,  I  remain,  with 
high  respect,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
AoTtfiofy  of  Yfmt. 


Headquabtbbs,  4pKI  7,  1863. 
M%jor-General  Elzby,  Oim,iiM,ndLvii^ : 

Genbrax:  In  giving  instruotionH  to  General  Wise  yon  had  better 
direct  that  he  should  not  pa«s  Torktown  any  considerable  distanoe  with 
his  entire  force  unless  he  finds  that  he  wUl  by  doing  so  draw  oat  the 
force  at  Yorktown.  but  that  instructions  must  not  prevent  him  taking 
advantage  of  any  favorable  opportunity  that  may  occur. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBmST, 
Xie«tofiafit-&0Ndra{y  OQmmamiim§. 

P.  8. — It  would  probably  be  well  to  magnii^  his  command  as  much  as 
he  can.  The  enemy  likes  to  be  deceived,  or  rather  to  have  good  excuses 
for  reverses.  People  who  play  tricks  are  always  the  easiest  tricked.  He 
might  give  it  out  that  you  are  behind  him  with  any  number  of  tioops. 
I  want  half  a  dozen  20-pounder  Parrotts  for  my  expedition.  I  have  the 
men  and  horses  for  them  if  you  cannot  spare  them. 


Hbadqttabtbbs, 
FeteT%hwrg^  To.,  Aprtt  7,  IMS. 

M%j.  G«n.  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  instant  is  Just  received.  Yod 
Bhould  remember  that  my  orders  are  based  upon  intbrmation  that  I  re- 
ceive.   Up  to  the  2d  instant  you  gave  me  no  reason  to  hope  that  yoo 
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could  accomplish  anythiDg  at  WashiDRton;  on  the  ooutrary,  yen  seemed 
to  have  bat  little  hope  in  year  own  letter,  and  fiieqaently  forwarded 
letters  from  General  Gumett  which  always  argned  tiie  ntter  impossi- 
bility of  your  being  able  to  accomplish  anything.  Under  these  circam- 
stances  I  called  for  the  troops  to  be  returned  to  me  that  I  might  put 
them  at  other  work,  for  we  have  alr^E^y  been  idle  too  long.  Then 
came  your  letter  of  the  2d,  which  was  foil  of  encouragement  and  hope. 
I  sent  you,  instead  of  four  guns,  as  you  desired,  six,  and  sent  you  au- 
thority to  retain  General  G^nett^s  brigade.  After  yonr  letter  of  the 
2d  came  one  of  the  4th,  which,  I  believe,  was  more  desponding  than 
your  previous  letters,  and  expressing  the  opinion  that  nothing  but  heavy 
artillery  would  answer  any  good  purpose.  I  then  sent  my  order  for 
Gamet&s  brigade  to  return  and  the  six  pieces  of  artillery.  Tour  letter 
of  the  5th  revives  mudi  hoi>e  again,  and  I  now  authorise  you  to  retain 
General  Oamett  and  the  six  field  pieces  if  they  are  important  to  you. 
1  fear  from  the  tone  of  General  Gametf  s  letters  that  he  was  so  well 
satisfied  that  Washington  could  not  be  taken  that  he  was  not  even 
willing  to  make  the  effort.  Because  things  are  not  laid  down  in  the 
book  it  does  not  follow  that  things  cannot  be  done.  You  mention  for 
the  first  time  that  General  Foster  is  below  you  with  a  succoring  foroa 
If  that  be  so  New  Berne  must  be  weak  and  Oeneral  Bansom  might  get 
a  position  below  it,  which  will  leave  it  in  the  same  condition  as  Wash- 
ington. I  would  have  been  glad  to  have  left  General  Kemper  at  Kins- 
ton  to  aid  in  such  a  purpose  had  I  been  advised.  You  have  enough 
fozoe  for  this  and  your  own  work  without  him,  however;  that  is,  if  vou 
have  not  sent  Gtoneral  Gkumett  back.  If  there  is  a  good  point  bdow 
New  Berne  where  a  battery  can  beplaced  which  will  cut  off  the  garrison 
from  succor  you  had  better  have  it  fortified  at  once.  Yon  will  readily 
see  the  advantage  of  this  without  my  going  into  details.  The  Secretary 
of  War  telegraphed  General  Whiting  yesterday  that  he  should  hold 
General  Bausom  ready  to  go  to  Soutii  Oarolma.  G^nenJ  Whiting 
telegraphed  me  to  know  wlutt  he  shoidd  do.  He  is  ordered  to  leave 
G^eral  Bansom  where  he  is,  but  the  Secretary  is  advised  that  General 
Bvans  may  be  spared,  but  it  is  the  only  brigade  at  Wilmington.  Com- 
municate with  me  at  Eranklin,  either  by  telegraph  or  otherwise.  Any- 
thing of  the  ordnance  department  send  to  OoL  P.  T.  Manning  at  this 
place.  If  General  Bansom  can  get  a  good  position  below  New  Berne 
which  he  can  fortify  I  think  Oolonel  Manning  can  send  him  some  heavy 
guns. 

I  remain,  very  respeotftiUy,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 
LieiUemmt-OenenUj  OommoMUmg. 

P.  S. — ^I  fhlly  appreciate  the  importance  of  your  success.  Besides  the 
bacon  and  com  that  you  speak  of  it  ought  to  give  us  the  coast  of  North 
Oarolina  as  fiur  as  the  mouth  of  the  Ohowan  at  least 


Headquastbbs, 
Peiersburg^  Va.^  April  7, 1803. 
General  B.  fi.  Lbb,  Oamnumding: 

General  :  Your  letter  of  the  5th  is  received.  General  Hill  reports 
the  enemy  in  the  river  below  him  with  a  considerable  succoring  force 
osier  General  Foster;  that  his  fort,  some  distance  below,  keeps  the 
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force  back,  and  that  the  CDemy  will  have  to  come  oat  and  give  him 
battle  before  he  can  reach  Washington,  anless  he  saooeeds  in  reducing 
the  fort  He  has  not  yet  been  able  to  make  any  impression  npon  onr 
fort.  General  Hill  is  now  ordered  to  endeavor  to  establish  a  like  fort 
below  New  Berne  to  prevent  this  sncooring  force  retorning  to  New 
Berne.  He  expresses  every  confidence  in  being  able  to  overcome  the 
enemy  should  he  land  for  the  porpose  of  relieving  Washington.  If  he 
reduces  Washington  and  succeeds  in  getting  a  good  point  on  the  river 
below  New  Berne  I  hope  that  all  of  &e  State  (North  GaroUna)  below 
the  Ghowan  will  soon  be  relieved  of  the  presence  of  the  enemy.  I  shall 
not  be  able  to  cross  the  Blackwater  before  Saturday,  possibly  not  before 
Sunday.  If  I  find  it  practicable  I  shall  get  around  the  enemy's  position 
at  Suffolk  and  endeavor  to  cut  off  re-enforcements  by  batteries  on  tiie 
river.  &c.  I  do  not  propose  to  do  anything  more  than  draw  out  the 
supplies  ftom  that  countrninless  sometiiing  very  favorable  should  offer. 
I  have  ordered  General  Wise,  with  such  of  his  force  as  can  be  spared 
from  Bichmond,  to  make  a  strong  diversion  on  the  Peninsula.  If  I  find 
that  I  can  do  no  more  than  ham  off  supplies  I  shall  hurry  one  of  my 
divisions  ^Hood's)  back,  so  as  to  be  within  reach  of  you,  unless  the  foioe 
is  much  stronger  at  Suffolk  than  you  suppose  it  to  be. 
I  remain,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONOSTBBBT, 


HKADgUABTBBS, 

Petenbwrgj  Ta.,  April  7,  ISCS. 
Hon.  Jaxbb  a.  Ssddon, 

8earetarjf  of  War : 

Sib  :  M%|or-General  Hill  is  now  operating  against  WashingtoUf  N.  0., 
with  the  purpose  of  reducing  that  garrison  and  opening  tiieieby  tlie 
counties  east  of  that  to  our  subsistence  and  quartermasters'  depart- 
ments. The  town  of  Washington  is  completely  invested,  and  a  finrt 
that  we  have  constructed  below  that  cuts  off  re-enlbroements.  General 
Foster  is  said  to  be  in  the  mouth  of  the  river  with  re-enloroements,  but 
unable  to  get  them  to  Washington  untQ  he  can  reduce  our  fort  He 
has  not  as  yet  been  able  to  make  any  impression  on  the  fbrt,  and  we 
hope  that  he  may  be  obliged  to  land  and  ^ve  battle  or  give  up  the 
garrison.  In  the  mean  time  General  Hill  is  ordered  to  tfaotow  a  force 
below  New  Berne  and  fortify  some  good  position  so  as  to  prevent  Gen- 
eral Foster  returning  to  New  Berne.  To  make  this  last  move  secure  it 
may  be  necessary  for  Ghdneral  Hill  to  use  the  brigade  of  General  Evans, 
the  only  one  Ictft  at  Wilmington.  I  deem  it  proi>er  to  advise  yon  of  the 
condition  of  afikurs  in  North  Carolina  that  you  may  better  Judge  of  the 
propriety  of  ordering  General  Evans'  bri^tde  to  Oharieston.  I  have 
received  no  intimation  from  the  department  that  any  of  the  troops  of 
this  command  would  be  called  for  to  re-enforce  Oharieston  and  could 
not  therefore  be  expected  to  be  ready  for  such  emergenoy.  If  the 
safety  of  Oharieston  depends  upon  such  re^enforcemente^  howevw ,  we 
can  resume  defensive  arrangements  and  spare  even  more  than  this 
brigade. 

I  remain,  sir,  veiy  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONG8TBBBT, 
LieuiemiHt'OenerijU,  Cammamding, 
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April  7, 186—7.80  p.  m, 
[Mai.  0«n«  ^-  H.  Hnx:] 

Obksral:  I  have  examined  the  positions  in  front  of  Washington  for 
rifled  pieces  with  Capts.  [Sumnel  R.]  Banting  and  Starr,  of  the  artillery, 
and  am  of  the  opinion  that  those  oocupied  by  the  smooth-bores  of  Gap- 
tain  Starr's  battery,  six  in  number,  are  the  most  &vorable  that  can  be 
found.  They  are  on  the  east  and  front  of  the  town  and  wonld  command 
the  block-honse  and  new  earthwork  (lately  erected  by  the  Yankees  to 
fire,  I  presnme,  on  Rodman's  Point)  and  tiiie  fort,  as  it  is  called,  about 
the  center  of  line  of  intrenchments.  I  shall  strengthen  the  earth  about 
them  to-night  and  will  be  ready  for  them  whenever  they  may  be  sent. 
Very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNBTT, 
Brigadier- Generalj  (Jommandimg. 


HBADQUiiBTKBS  BBIGADB, 

Oontentnea  Creek  Bridge.  April  7, 1868. 
Mai.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

GsNioiAL :  I  got  here  at  12  o'clock  to-day  with  my  three  regiments 
and  battery.  Gineral  Robertson  has  gone  to  the  front.  1  hear  nothing 
from  Swift  Greek  to>day.  Direct  your  couriers  to  bring  dispatches  by 
the  crosa-ioada  some  8  or  10  miles  this  side  of  your  headquarters,  where 
the  Greenville  road  crosses  the  Bimey  place  and  Boyd's  Ferry  road, 
and  thence  direct  to  this  place  and  not  by  Snow  Hill.  General  Robert- 
son has  ordered  an  officer  to  fix  this  line  of  couriers.  If  the  enemy 
attempt  to  move  on  Greenville  we  will  try  to  give  a  good  account  of 
ourselves. 

Yours,  &c*, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigadier-Omeral. 

HXADQUABTEB8, 

SfNttim,  N.  0.,  ApHl  7, 1863. 
MBi.  Gen.  D.  H.  HiLL, 

Oimmamding  North  Omrolma: 

Dbab  Sib:  Your  favor  of  yesterday  is  to  hand.  Whitford  had  sent 
me  word  of  the  advance  of  the  enemy.  I  shall  be  ready  to  obey  your 
instructioiis.  Some  days  ago  I  sent  a  fbroe  to  the  Gontentnea  to  throw 
up  batteries,  rifle-pits,  Ac.,  to  protect  those  passes.  I  wrote  you  last 
eveninff.    The  couriers  seem  to  travel  too  slowly.    I  will  direct  them  to 

f>  8  mfies  the  hour.    Order  yours  in  coming  ti^is  way  to  do  the  same, 
have  just  gotten  yours  of  yesterday,  and  it  is  7  o^dock. 
Yours,  very  lespeotftdly, 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 

Brigmdier-  OeimmL 

War  Dbpartmbnt,  G.  S.  A«, 

Bi^Omandj  April  7, 1863. 
General  W.  H.  0.  WHrrnia, 

WUmiiHfUmj  N.  0.: 

General  Bvans^ brigade  must  beheld  prepared  to  move  to  Gharleston. 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
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HSADgUABTKBS, 


WUmingtany  K.  0.,  AprU  7,  IMS. 
Miy.  ireu.  D.  H.  Hill. 

CrosS'Roadij  3  mtles  ioutk  of  WMkmgUmj  K.  O. : 

Genebal  :  I  wish  I  had  some  10-pounder  Parrotts  for  yoa,  bat  we 
have  never  had  any  of  those  guns  though  I  have  frequently  applied 
for  them.  My  field  artillery  is  wretched,  being  mostly  smooth-bore  and 
howitzers.  I  hope  yon  will  be  successful,  but  fear  they  will  be  enabled 
to  re-enforce.  Beauregard  reports  all  the  monitors  off  the  bar  at  Charles- 
ton. Secretary  of  War  ordered  me  to  hold  Ransom  in  readiness  to  mov& 
I  referred  the  dispatch  to  Longstreet. 
Very  respeotftilly. 

W,  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier- OmeroL 


WiLMiKOTOiVy  N.  0.,  April  7, 19163. 

lieatenant-Gtoneral  LoNChSTBEBT: 

Secretary  of  War  has  ordered  Evans'  brigade  to  be  ready  to  move. 
Action  commenced  at  Charleston.    I  must  have  some  troops  to  replace 

them  if  they  go ;  it  wiU  not  do  to  leave  this  place  bare.  

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier- OmeraL 


Was  Depabtment.  C.  8.  A., 

Bichmondj  April  8, 1868. 

General  J  ambb  Lonostbbet,  Peterehurg^  Va. : 

I  would  not  have  you  abstain  from  offensive  operation.  They  may 
effect  as  much  by  diversion  as  more  direct  aid.  SMll  if  you  can  arrange 
to  spare  one  brigade  (say  Evans')  for  Wilmington  I  should  be  mndi 
pleased.  The  arrangement  to  send  one  forward  in  case  of  necessity  was 
known  to  General  Beaure^rd  and  General  Whiting  prior  to  year  oom- 
mand.  and  I  supposed  had  been  communicated  to  you. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Seerelary  of  Wmr. 


Hbadquabtbbs,  April  8, 1888—^  p.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Oemnumding,  dke. : 

Genebal  :  Let  me  suggest  that  you  have  your  fort  so  arranged  that 
you  will  be  able  to  put  your  guns  out  of  fire  from  the  gunbmts  if  it 
should  become  necessary.  By  having  your  platforms  high  you  can  put 
your  guns  on  them  when  in  action,  and  if  the  enemy's  guns  have  a  longer 
range  than  yours  you  can  run  your  guns  down  under  the  parapet  so  as 
to  get  them  out  of  fire ;  or  yon  might  have  pits  alongside  your  platforms 
so  as  to  run  your  ^ns  out  of  fire.  We  must  not  expect  to  contend 
against  the  enemy  in  ammunition,  so  it  may  become  necessary  for  yon 
to  occupy  the  fort  merely  to  keep  back  the  enemy's  transports  or  only 
to  play  upon  the  gunboats  when  they  are  in  close  range.  If  yoa  can 
out  General  Foster  off  from  New  Benie  by  using  Evans' brigade  at  Wil- 
mington, do  not  hesitate  to  do  so.    Your  force  in  North  CaroUna  most 
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be  superior  to  that  of  the  enemy.  If  yoa  can  only  get  hie  gaiiiBon  at 
one  position  yoo  will  be  able  to  concentrate  to  great  advantage  upon 
the  next. 

I  remain,  very  respeotftilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
Peierslmrgj  Fa.,  April  8, 1803. 

Maj.  Qeu.  D.  H.  Hnx,  Oammanding^  dbc: 

General  :  I  wrote  yon  yesterday  to  endeavor  to  get  a  point  below 
New  Berne  to  prevent  General  Foster's  retnm  there  with  his  re-enforce- 
ments. If  yon  cannot  make  such  arrangements  at  once  have  it  in  your 
mind,  and  should  Foster  land  and  give  you  battle  be  prepared  to  cut 
him  off  from  New  Berne  by  land  and  water,  if  you  are  so  fortunate  as  to 
beat  him  back.  Please  send  couriers  and  letters  to  me  at  Franklin  until 
otherwise  advised.  The  War  Department  has  arranged  it  so  that  your 
command  is  a  department  and  includes  all  the  troops  in  the  State.  The 
Secretary  has  ordered  General  Evans'  brigade  to  be  ready  to  go  to 
Oharleston.  I  hope  that  it  will  not  be  necessary  to  send  him  there. 
I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTREET, 
Lieutenant-Generalj  Oommanding. 


Brig.  Gen.  W.  BL  O.  Whitino, 

WUmfmgUm,  JST.  0. : 


Headquarters, 
PeterOurg^  Fa,  ApHl  8, 1883. 


I  wrote  tiie  Beeretaiy  of  War  yesterday.    He  knows  your  situation. 
I  hope  Uiat  there  may  be  no  occasion  for  Evans  to  move. 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
LimtmuMt-Omeralj  Oammamding. 


Headquarterb, 
Petmbwrg,  Va.^  AprU  8, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WHiTiNa, 

Oomniandingf  <feo.,  WUnumgtanj  JT.  0.; 

GeneraLt:  Golonel  Long  has  just  made  his  inspection  report.  I  am 
much  gratified  at  the  favorable  account  that  he  gives  of  your  condition 
and  your  progress  in  your  difficult  labors.  I  have  ordered  the  chief  ol 
subsistence  to  have  you  supplied  with  provisions  for  at  least  a  month  at 
your  forts.  It  seems  to  me  that  you  have  hardly  enough  ammunition  in 
your  forts.  I  have  written  the  Secretary  of  War,  giving  him,  I  think, 
very  good  reasons  why  your  garrison  should  not  be  reduced  below  its 
present  force,  yet  1  think  that  that  force  can  be  spared  for  a  few  days 
better  than  any  other.  General  Hill  is  now  at  Washington.  He  has 
invested  the  place  and  has  thrown  up  a  fort  below  which  cuts  outre-en- 
forcements. General  Foster  is  below  with  re>enforcements,  but  cannot 
get  in  unless  he  can  reduce  the  fort.  G^eral  Hill  thinks  that  he  will 
be  compelled  to  land  and  give  battle  or  give  up  the  garrison.  If  he 
lands  we  hope  to  destroy  him.  General  HiU  is  ordered  to  try  and  throw 
a  force  below  New  Berne  and  erect  a  battery  on  the  river,  which  will  pre- 
vent Foster  from  returning  to  New  Berne.    I  havr  explained  the  condi- 
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tion  of  aflUrs  to  the  Beoretary,  saggestlng  that  if  you  ooald  keep  Ehraiu 
yoa  ooald  so  co-operate  as  to  make  the  last  move  completely  soooeesftiL 
I  wish  yoa  to  have  this  in  yoor  mind,  and  if,  in  commanicating  with 
General  Ransom,  yoa  find  a  favorable  opportunity  yoa  shoald  not  fail  to 
take  advantage  of  it  I  leave  to-night  for  Franklin  to  cross  Black  water 
and  cat  off  re-enforcements  for  North  Carolina,  and  at  the  same  time 
haal  off  all  provisions,  &&,  ftom  the  oonnties  east  of  the  Blackwater. 
I  remain,  very  respectfoUy,  year  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
JAmtmiant-ChHeral  Commamdmg. 


001VFIDBI9TIAL.]  HIM2B8.  ABMT  OF  NOBTHBBH  YmGIIflA, 

AprU  9,186a. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sm:  General  Longstreet  proposes  to  cross  the  Blaekwater  with  a 
view  to  obtaining  supplies  from  the  counties  of  Nansemond,  Isle  of 
Wight,  &c.  He  is  apprehensive  that  the  enemy  may  move  up  James 
Biver  and  get  in  his  rear,  and  asks  whether  he  cannot  obtafai  some  co- 
operation from  the  Navy.  I  am  not  aware  that  the  Navy  can  operate 
below  the  obstructions  at  Drewry's  Bluff.  If,  however,  any  of  their 
steamers  could  go  down  as  low  as  Hardy's  Bluffy  at  which  point  General 
Longstreet  might  place  some  batteries  on  the  land,  they  could  observe 
the  river  below,  and  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  would  venture  to  throw 
a  land  force  ashore  above  Day's  Point.  They  might  also  enable  the 
Quartermaster's  Department  to  use  boats  on  the  river  to  transport  sup- 
plies, which  would  prove  more  expeditious  than  hauling  them  by  land. 
I  am,  with  much  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  EL  LBB, 


HBADQUABTKR8, 

Oro$8'Soad9j  AprU  9, 1B63. 

Mbj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx,  Oammemdimgy  So.: 

Gbitbbal:  General  Pettigrew  reports  that  the  enemy  are  advancing 
upon  him  (1.15  p.  m.;  reached  here  about  3  p.  m.).  I  immediately  or- 
dered the  Fiftieth  to  him.  Since  then  two  dispatches  have  been 
received.  The  first  stated  that  the  part  of  the  column  seen  by  M%jor 
Boss  was  half  a  mile  long,  but  he  did  not  hoc  the  rear  of  it.  The  next 
states  that  there  were  three  brigades  of  infantry  and  two  regiments, 
and  that  there  were  eighteen  pieces  of  artillery.  I  have  ordered  the 
Fiftieth  Regiment  and  Second  Battalion  (seven  companies)  down  to 
him.  The  last  two  dispatches  were  sent  by  General  P.  They  were  from 
Leventhorpe^s  officers.  Nothing  has  been  received  from  General  P. 
since  his  first  dispatch,  asking  me  to  send  a  part  of  my  troops  to  him. 
Since  then  I  have  sent  him  the  dispatch  from  Morehead,  stating  that 
they  were  within  4  miles  of  Swift  Greek.  Nothing  has  been  received 
from  Swift  Greek  since  the  first  dispatch  (2.30  p.  m.).  I  do  not  think 
there  will  be  an  advance  frx>m  Swift  Greek,  but  I  may  be  mistaken.  The 
last  courier  from  G3neral  Pettigrew  said  they  were  fighting  at  Blount 
Creek  Mill. 

Very  respectfrilly,  &o., 

JUNIUS  DANIBL, 

Brigadier-CfeieraL 
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Apbil  9, 1863—11.45  <yolook. 
[Miy.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Oehbbal  :  I  have  sent  the  battery  which  came  with  Golonel  Martin'a 
regiment  (it  arriyed  this  morDing)  back  to  its  statioiL.  I  have  more 
light  artillery  than  I  cao  use.  Forage  is  getting  very  scarce,  and  Col- 
onel M.  says  it  is  needed  in  the  defense  of  Bainbow  Banks.  I  wonld 
also  suggest  in  this  connection  that  Captain  Starr's  battery  be  also 
ordered  to  OreenvilleL  or  any  other  point  yon  may  deem  best.  The  bat- 
teries of  Captains  Reuly  and  Bunting  are  sufficient,  I  should  think,  for 
my  command.  The  enemy  strengthen  their  works  every  night.  'Their 
line  of  intrenchments  is  now  as  strong  as  it  can  well  be  made,  as  £Bur 
as  I  can  Judge  with  my  glass.  My  wagon  train  started  down  to  Pungo 
yesterday  morning. 

Very  respeotftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNETT, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Commanding, 


HEADQUABTBB8, 

Feterihurg,  Va.j  April  9, 1863—9  a.  m. 
Miy.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Department  of  North  Carolina: 

Obnxbal:  If  yon  can  operate  without  the  aid  of  Evans'  brigade  the 
commanding  general  desires  you  to  order  it  to  be  in  readiness  to  move 
to  Charleston  at  a  moment's  notice.  If  you  need  it  and  cannot  get  along 
witiiout  it  he  desires  you  to  retain  it.  General  Longstreet  left  last  night 
for  I^anklin.  Your  communication  by  courier  of  the  7th  instant  is  re- 
eeived.    It  will  be  forwarded  at  once  to  the  generaL 

I  am^  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 
AiiieUMU  A  ^ffutant-  OeneraL 


Bbigabb  Hsaoquabtebs, 
Diateund  Bridge,  Va.,  April  9, 1863—  3.30  p.  m. 

M^.  Oen.  Abnold  Elzby, 

Oommandimgj  dtc. : 

GXNEBAL :  I  moved  yesterday  morning  at  9  a.  m.  with  my  whole 
force  except  the  several  guards.  Arrived  here  in  person  with  the  artil- 
lerv  about  12.30  p.  m.  My  men  marched  well  and  in  fine  spirits,  and 
^d  well  in  weather  and  bivouac  and  roads.  The  infiAntry  are  delayed 
at  Forge  Bridge  by  the  high  water.  I  ordered  the  baggage  wagons  to 
be  emptied  to  take  them  across  dry-footed.  As  soon  as  I  arrived  I 
called  the  chief  officers  of  this  post  together  for  reports.  Here  they 
report: 

Holoombo  Legioii,  fit  for  action 175 

aSd  (Virgin-UO  Battalion,  MiJ.  [J.  B.]  Bobertaon,  fit  for  action 40 

Total  cavalry  to  be  relied  on  in  a  fight 216 

One  section  of  artillery 39 

One  battalion  of  infantry 


Atl>iaaeand,  of  all  arms 491 
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AtDlMomidy  of  all  aims •••... 

Be-enlbroeiiMnti  bvooglit  bf  me : 

Artillery  (one  battery  and  two  aeetioiia) ...« 174 

Infantry  (71  offloersand  1,040  enliated  men) 1,111 

Hawley's  cavalry,  about 86 

Total  of  all  asms  broogbt  by  me 1, 

Total  of  all  aima 1,813 

Deduct  forezror  In  cayalzy  report 40 

lyital 1,773 


Total  of  cayaliy 810 

Total  of  artillery 818 

Total  of  infitt&try 1, 


Qiand  total 1,773 

If  my  men  are  not  too  much  broken  down  I  will  move  opon  WiUiams- 
bnrg  near  enough  to  attack  to-morrow  evening  or  by  daylight  next 
morning.  1  send  yon  a  note*  from  Oolonel  Tabb,  which  met  me  on  the 
way.  In&ntry  or  no  infantry,  enemy  re-enforced  or  not^  I  wiU  oer- 
toLnly  attack  tihem  Saturday  morning  as  early  as  my  men  can  take  aim. 
I  find  the  forces  here  deficient  in  ammunition,  and  beg  you  to  forward 
some,  according  to  the  accompanying  requisitions,  witii  dispatch. 
Very  tnuy,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBT  A.  WISBy 


KATT  I>XPABl*MEIfT,  O.  8.  A., 

RMimond,  AprU  10, 1888. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Bsodoii, 

Skcretairy  of  W€yr: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  request  that  the  James  Eiver  obstructions 
be  opened  at  the  earliest  practicable  moment,  to  permit  the  Bidhmond 
to  pass  below  them. 

I  deem  it  very  important  that  our  armed  vessels  in  the  river  should 
be  able  to  pass  the  barrier  at  any  time,  and  I  respectfhlly  suggest  that 
tills  be  provided  for.  The  large  schooner  Oalego  may  perhaps  be  used 
in  connection  with  this  measure. 

I  am,  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MALLOBT, 
Seoreiar^  of  the  Jv a«y. 


April  U,  1888. 
BespectfhUy  reforred  to  the  President  for  his  consideration. 

J.  A*  o*j 
Seoretarff, 

It  would  be  well,  before  action,  to  have  a  report  and  opinion  of  the 
Ohief  Engineer. 

J.  D. 


'Notfonnd. 
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AfBIL  12,  1863. 
To  the  EiiaiiiEiBB  BvuRAV: 

Note  the  President's  raggestioii  of  a  report.  It  is  desirable  to  know 
among  other  things  how  far  the  permanence  and  seenrity  of  the  remain- 
ing works  wonld  be  endangered  by  making  the  required  opening;  how 
long  it  would  require  to  remove;  whether  the  opening  could  be  so  ar- 
ranged as  still  to  make  the  obstructions  ^eotive  to  arrest  and  keep 
under  fbre  hostile  vessels  attempting  to  pass,  and  also  whether  a  pas- 
sage might  not  more  easily  or  advantageously  be  made  by  cutting  a 
eanal  around  through  the  low  ground  on  one  side  of  the  river  at  the 
point  of  obstruction. 

AMTtftafy. 

BNOimBBB  BlTBEAU,  April  20, 1863. 

Bespeotftdly  returned  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
A  report  in  reply  to  the  above  questions  has  been  forwarded  today.* 

J.  F.  OILMEB, 
OoUma  of  Engineers  and  Chief  of  Bur  earn. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  0.  8.  A., 

Biohmondy  April  10, 1803. 
General  W.  H.  O.  Whtfino, 

WUmimgUmj  N.  0.  : 

General  Beauregard  telegraphs  that  clear  indications  denote  an  early 
attack  by  land  from  Bull's  Bay  on  Oharleston,  as  likewise  contempo- 
raneous assaults  on  other  parts  of  his  line,  and  urges  earnestly  the  for- 
warding of  re-enforcements.  If  you  can  venture  the  risk,  send  forward 
any  troops  (Evans'  brigade  or  less).  The  movement,  however,  is  rested 
on  your  discretion,  with  only  an  expression  of  the  desire  of  the  Depart- 
ment. If  you  send,  inform  General  Longstreet,  whose  address  I  do  not 
know. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seeretary  of  war. 


Fbabklin,  Ya.,  April  10, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon: 

It  will  iirobably  occupy  two  weeks  of  time  to  haul  out  the  subsistence 
and  quartermastei's  supplies.  This  would  prdbably  give  abundance  ol 
time  for  the  co-operation. 

JAMES  LONOSTBEET, 
IAeiUenanl•€^eneraly  Commanding. 


BXBOUTiVB  l>XPABTBfBNT  OF  YlBOIiaA, 

April  10, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddoh, 

Seeretarg  of  War: 

Bib:  The  mayor  of  this  dty  has  called  upon  the  Governor  for  a  mili- 
taiy  finoe  in  aid  of  tiie  eivU  authority  in  suppression  of  an  outbreak 

*86e  OUmer  to  Seddon,  April  SO,  p.  lOOa 
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which  hiB  honor  has  been  infbrmed  may  be  expected  doling  the  oommg 
night  In  addition  to  the  force  Brigadier-General  Winder  has  placed 
at  His  Excellency's  command,  Mi^or-G^neral  Elcey  has  been  reqaested 
to  bring  into  the  city  two  of  his  battalions.  To  this  request  the  mi^ior- 
general  i\\>m  Ohaffln's  Bluff  has  promptly  replied: 

The  two  battalionB  asked  for  have  been  ordered  to  hold  themaelTes  in  xeadiiMv 
onder  arms;  bnt  it  would  be  well  for  His  Exoelleney  (the  OoTemor)  to  applv  to  the 
Secretary  of  War  in  the  mean  time  for  the  force  under  my  eommand.  I  am  mapeet- 
ing,  but  wiU  be  in  the  city  by  sundown. 

Accordingly,  by  direction  of  His  Bxcellencyy  I  haye  the  honor  to  ask 
that  the  order  suggested  by  General  Elsey  may  be  given. 
I  am,  most  respectftuly,  your  obedient  servant, 

8.  BA88ETT  FBENOH, 
OoUmd  (md  Aid&d^Oamj^ 

Afbil  10, 18(13—11  a.  m. 
[General  Hill:] 

GEmsBAL:  My  wagon  train  will  be  here  i^m  Pnngo  at  7  p.  m.,  tiie 
quartermaster  writes  me  who  is  in  charge  of  it  Captain  Beilly  opened 
on  tiie  enemy  this  morning,  but  can  produce  but  little  effect,  except  to 
make  him  keep  close.  They  returned  his  fire  with  four  32-pounders.  I 
trust  to  God  all  is  going  wdl  with  you.  Let  me  know  what  I  shall  da 
My  quartermaster  at  iSanter's  Bridge  has  forage  for  some  four  days, 
after  which  he  says  he  knows  not  where  to  procure  it  No  veomt  news 
ftomBath. 

Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  GABNBTT, 
Brigadier-€fmierdlj  OommwiHt^ 
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BUBWBLL  BAT,  4pr{l  11, 1888. 

If%|.  WiLLLUf  NOBBia, 

Okirf of  Signal  Carp$: 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  retim  from  my  ilrst  trip  acniss 
ilie  river.    There  ate  few  Abolitionists  on  the  Peninsula.    No  additioD 
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to  the  nmnber  at  TorktowD.  Two  (Ueutenanto)  only  at  Newport  News. 
Hawkins'  Zonaves  at  Camp  Hamilton  (Segal's  &rm)  and  Third  New  York 
in  garrison  at  Fort  Monroe.  None  have  gone  to  SniSblk  since  the  15Ui  oi 
20th  of  March,  llieir  nombei^  there  is  estimated  at  20,000.  I  will  en- 
deavor to  learn  the  exact  force  there  to-morrow  night,  w^en  I  shall  pro- 
core  papers,  Ac.  The  nsnal  fleet  at  the  month  of  tlie  river. 
Very  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  0AU8BY. 


HKADgUABTEBS  ABMT  OF  NOBTHEBN  YlBaiiaA, 

AprU  11, 180a. 
M%|.  Oen.  Abnold  Elzbt. 

OamnuMnding  at  Bkkmond : 

OsmsBAL:  Your  letter  of  7th  has  been  received.  The  diversion  yon 
project  in  the  direction  of  Yorktown  will  serve  to  distract  the  enemy 
and  prevent  re-enforcements  being  sent  to  Bnffolk,  and  I  hope  will  afford 
more  aid  to  General  Longstreet  than  the  additional  troops  yon  coold  give 
him.  I  approve,  therefore,  of  yonr  conrse,  and  hope  it  wUl  be  carried 
ont  boldly  and  energetically. 

I  am,  very  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LEE, 

OmerdL 


Wab  DBPABTMEirr,  O.  S.  A., 
Eiehmand^  Fa.,  April  11, 1863. 

General  Jakebs  Loiv08TBKBT,  Franklin^  Va. : 

General  Beauregard  is  so  urgent  for  re-enforcements  that  I  request 
you  will  send  Bansom's  brigade,  or  some  other,  to  Wilmington  to  replace 
Evans',  which  I  shall  order  to  Charleston. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Seorekkry  of  War, 

Hxadqvabtbbs, 
Seven  mUee  of  Sujffblkj  Va.,  AprU  11, 1863. 

Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Beeretoffof  War: 

Bib:  Yonr  telegram  is  received.  The  most  that  we  can  possibly  spare 
to  re-enforce  General  Beauregard  would  be  a  brigade.  It  would  hsffdly 
be  worth  the  while  to  send  it.  I  hope  that  Gleneral  Hill  may  in  a  few 
days  be  able  to  send  more.  I  have  advised  him  of  General  Beaure- 
gard's necessities.  It  must  occupy  the  enemy  several  days  to  begin  to 
make  any  impression  at  Charleston :  meanwhile  we  may  do  much  more 
good  here  and  in  North  Carolina.  General  Hill's  address  by  telegraph 
is  Bocky  Mount,  N.  C;  from  that  point  your  dispatches  will  m  for- 
warded to  him.  His  orders  and  arrangements  were  complete  as  fiftr  as 
I  could  make  them  when  I  left  Franklin.  Please  send  him  such  orders 
or  instructions  as  you  think  proper. 

May  I  ask  that  you  pardon  this  pencil  note  f  My  writing  materials 
have  not  yet  come  up. 

I  remain,  most  respectftilly,  yonr  obedient  nervant, 

JAME8  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant- Oeii0raly  CommamdiHg. 
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Wab  DKPABTHEirry  C.  8.  A., 
Biehmandy  Va.,  ApHl  11, 1863. 
General  W.  H.  0.  WHrnNG, 

WUwUn0tm,ir.  0.: 

I  have  reqaested  General  Longstreet  to  aend  Baoaoiii's  or  some  other 
brigade  to  Wilmington  to  replace  Bvane'  brigade. 

J.  A.  SBDDOF, 
80omUiry  of  wmr. 

HKADgUABTKBfly 

Witmti^gUmj  N.  0^  AprU  11, 1868. 
Hon.  Jamxs  a.  Seddon. 

Seoreiarff  of  Wa/r^  Biekmotidf  To. : 

Sib:  I  received  yonr  telegram  referring  to  General  Beaoregi^ 
prehension  of  an  attack  by  Bull's  Bay.  If  well  fbnnded  this  is  a  veiy 
serions  demonstration,  and,  combined  with  the  fact  that  the  enemy  is 
in  force  in  the  Sounds  below  Charleston,  where  his  base  is,  it  will  make 
the  successfhl  defense  of  the  city  and  snrronnding  country  a  very  diffi- 
cult problem  with  the  force  at  Ctoneral  Beauregard's  command.  The 
object  of  a  demonstration  by  Bull's  Bay  might  either  be  the  establish- 
ment in  force  on  the  Haddrdl's  Point  side,  isolation  of  Sullivan's  Island, 
and  bombardment  of  the  dty,  or  an  attempt  to  cut  the  North  Oaitdina 
Bailroad,  or  both.  With  regard  to  my  powerto  assistGeneral  Beaure- 
gard, you  are  aware  that  my  force  is  aheady  much  reduced  by  tbe  ab- 
sence of  G^ieral  Bansom's  brigade  for  the  operations  asainat  Foster 
about  New  Berne  and  Washington,  in  which  t^so  Gheneral  Lonffstreet, 
by  letter  of  8th  instant,  desires  me  to  co-operato  if  possible.  The  only 
available  force  here  is  Evans'  brigade,  not  a  very  strong  one.  (%r  this 
I  must  take  the  responsibility,  upon  your  telegram,  of  sparing  three 
regiments  to  G^neru  Beauregard^  though  I  must  earnestly  urge  that 
their  place  be  supplied  at  once,  with  the  double  view  of  giving  him,  in 
case  of  necessity,  further  and  much  needed  aid  and  of  preventing  aU 
risk  here  where  I  am  by  no  means  as  strong  as  I  desire  to  be  and 
where  the  presence  of  troops  is  at  all  times  necessary  as  well  for  labor 
as  for  defense.  With  regard  to  the  water  defenses,  I  hope  you  will  be 
able  to  let  me  have  at  l^ust  two  Brooke  rifles,  one  for  each  entrance, 
those  funis  appearing  to  have  been  most  effiactive  against  monitors. 

very  respectfSlly,  

W.  a  O.  WUITINO, 

Briffodier'OeiotmL 

HKADqUABTBBS  DiBTBIOT  OP  THB  GAPS  FEAB, 

Wamintftonj  N.  0.,  AprU  11, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Bbddoii, 

Secretary  of  War,  Biehmondj  To.: 

Sib:  a  letter  of  Flag-Offlcer  [William  F.]  I<nich  to  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  with  accompanying  letter  of  Senator  [GeorgeJ  Davis,  of  North 
Carolina,  has  been  referred  to  me  as  relating  to  the  defense  of  the  Gape 
Fear.  There  are  sevend  points  in  both  letters  (mistakes  as  well  as  im- 
proprieties) upon  which  I  might  remark  with  some  animadversion.  I 
will  simply  refer  to  them :  In  the  first  place,  the  battery  to  which  Flag- 
Offtcer  Lynch  r^eis,  March  18.  has  not  been  disoontinnedf  but  (although 
the  guns  will  be  needed  for  the  North  Oarolina)  ia  prepared  for  mount- 
ing others;  second,  the  river  obstmetloiia  aie  doc  only  mneh  fluliier 
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advanced  than  when  <<  I  (he)  first  came  on  the  statJan,"  bat  nearly  all 
that  has  been  done  in  this  matter  has  been  done  since  I  assumed  com- 
mand; is  rapidly  progressing  as  satisfactorily  as  the  means  at  my  com- 
mand and  the  nature  of  the  problem  will  permit  In  this  connection 
permit  me  to  refer  you  to  my  report  on  the  defenses  of  the  Cape  Fear, 
section  headed  ^'  Obstructions,"  and  generally.  Many  projects  of  ob- 
structions, mostly  impracticable,  have  been  presented  to  me.  There  is, 
thirdly,  <^no  uneasiness  felt  in  the  community"  with  which  the  Depart- 
ment has  not  been  fully  /through  myself,  when  well  lounded)  made  ac- 
quainted, and  n|)on  which  I  have  perhaps  equal  facilities  with  Senator 
Davis  to  enlighten  it.  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch  says,  fourthly,  ^^  Under  these 
circumstances  I  pray  you  to  obtain  authority  for  me  to  obstruct  the 
river,  which  in  twelve  days  I  will  be  ready  to  defend  with  the  North 
Carolina  under  one  coat  of  plating."  I  am  competent  to  give  the  au- 
thority asked  and  most  cheerfully  concede  it  in  the  same  spirit  in  which 
I  have  always  assisted  and  co-operated  witk  the  Navy  and  always  shaU, 
though  I  most  respectfully  suggest  that  I  think  the  completion  of  the 
gunboats  will  be  quite  as  much  as  the  Navy  authorities  can  attend  to, 
the  North  Carolina  not  yet  being  ready  for  the  purpose  proposed  on  the 
13th  March.  As  to  the  defense,  that  is  my  affair.  I  will  not  further 
allude  to  the  manifest  impropriety  of  these  letters  than  to  notice  a  re- 
mark in  that  of  Senator  Davis,  that  he  has  ^^  reason  to  believe  that 
(General  D.  H.  Hill  has  been  painfully  disappointed  in  the  defense  of 
Wilmington."  If  G^eral  Hill  had  any  such  feeling  it  was  doubtless 
in  relation  to  the  deficiency  of  the  armament— a  feeling  shared  by  the 
department  and  by  myself  and  due  to  the  straitness  of  our  resources 
and  the  pressing  demands  upon  us  everywhere,  and  not  to  any  measures 
I  have  taken.  Senator  Davis  in  a  natural,  proper  anxiety  upon  a  mat- 
ter of  the  greatest  importance  to  himself  and  people,  and  not  familiar 
with  the  subject,  has  no  doubt  misunderstood  General  Hill.  I  request 
that  yon  will  pennit  Senator  Davis,  if  not  inconsistent  with  the  public 
service,  to  read  the  report  upon  the  defenses  of  the  Gape  Fear  which  I 
had  the  honor  to  submit  for  the  information  of  the  President,  with  his 
pemussion,  and  that  yon  will  refer  this  letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Navy,  to  whom  Flag-Offlcer  Lynch's  letter  was  originally  addressed. 
Very  resi>ectmlly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

Hbabquabtbbs,  in  Oampj  April  11,  [1803]. 

(Via  Franklin  April  12.) 
Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon  : 

I  hope  that  we  shall  have  plenty  of  time  to  re-enforce  General  Beau- 
regard. It  will  take  much  time  for  the  enemy  to  accomplish  anything, 
even  after  his  attack  is  begun. 

I  telegraf  hed  General  Hill  to  re-enforce  as  soon  as  he  possibly  can. 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET. 


Headquabtebs, 
KinsUm,  N.  C,  AprU  12,  1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  in  North  Carolina : 

Oekebal:  I  have  received  your  two  notes  of  yesterday  and  have 
put  on  foot  the  men  on  the  railroad.    Shall  act  vigorously  in  getting 
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the  conscripts.  Have  also  started  a  party  to  pat  up  the  Gore  Cie^ 
Bridge.  I  hold  the  force  I  took  with  me  to  CoDtentnea  so  that  I  may 
move  to  any  point  from  here.  Unless  the  enemy  shoald  a^^in  strip 
New  Berne  a  demonstration  only  in  that  direction  conld  do  little  good. 
I  hardly  think  old  man  WesseUs  wiU  try  to  march  to  Wilmington;  if 
he  does  he  will  never  get  back.  May  God  grant  yoa  a  speedy  saecess 
at  Washington.  If  I  go  toward  New  Berne  I  desire  to  enter  the  town. 
If  yoor  scouts  gain  no  more  information  than  mine  you  must  be  embar- 
rassed ;  but  the  short  line  between  the  rivers  makes  it  very  difficult  to 
pass. 

Inclosed  I  send  a  letter  from  Mr.  Washington,  perhaps  the  richest 
man  in  the  county.  The  com  he  speaks  of  is  indispensable  to  us. 
He  has  carried  ofP  his  own  entire  crop,  and  this  com  was  bought  last 
fall.  If  one  man  be  permitted  to  take  it  away  we  will  be  able  to 
get  none.  It  is  with  difficulty  that  we  get  on  now.  I  have  reflised 
every  one,  no  matter  how  small  the  quantity.  Mr.  Washington  has  a 
mill,  and  claims  that  because  he  has  sold  to  us  since  last  Ml  some 
$1,500  or  $2,000  worth  of  meal  that  he  should  be  exempt,  and  also  be- 
cause he  has  the  iron  contract.  His  slaves  were  hired  up  the  oounlzy 
principally,  and  in  my  judgment  he  should  not  have  permission  to  cany 
off  one  bushel.  There  is  hardly  a  man  in  the  Confederacy  who  has  done 
less  for  the  Government.  As  to  the  com  in  Warren  County  I  simply 
said  to  Mr.  Washington  he  could  find  it  there.  As  to  ttie  nature  of  his 
contract  I  know  uotiiing ;  he  has  been  reticent  on  that  point.  I  do  not 
consider  that  I  am  bound  by  the  permits  of  my  predecessors,  for  I  do 
not  know  how  far  they  may  have  been  taken  advantage  of.  UntQ  I 
get  your  positive  orders  to  let  the  com  go  it  will  remain,  unless  neces- 
sity compels  me  to  use  it.  I  shall  apply  to  Mr.  Washington  ^e  same 
rales  I  do  to  others. 

Everything  quiet. 

Very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  RANSOM,  Jb., 

Brigadder-GmermL 


WiLMiNOTOir,  N.  C,  April  12, 1868. 

M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Commanding: 

Mt.  Dbab  Gbnebal  :  I  have  your  note  this  afternoon.  Have  tele- 
graphed you.  By  reason  of  the  urgent  dispatches  of  the  War  Departr 
meut.  General  Beauregard,  together  with  General  Longstreet's  instruc- 
tions, and  the  importance  of  the  case,  I  have  felt  obliged  to  let  General 
Evans  and  three  regiments  go  to  Charleston.  I  keep  two  here.  8up- 
X>ose  you  let  either  Colonel  l^nsom's  or  Col.  [L.  M.]  McAfee^s  regiment 
(Forty-ninth  North  Carolina),  from  General  Bansom's  brigade,  come 
down  here.  I  shall  not  then  feel  uneasy  as  to  any  temporary  attack  or 
feint  of  the  enemy.  Colooel  Bansom  is  here  on  a  court-martial.  That 
brigade  is  so  strong,  and  [being]  composed  of  five  regiments,  would  not, 
I  think,  greatly  miss  one,  while  the  presence  of  one  here  would  be  much 
for  me.  Tour  movements  as  against  Washington  and  Foster  appear  to 
me  to  be  admirably  designed,  and  I  hope  you  will  bag  him.  My  scouts 
report  great  alarm  in  New  Berne.  We  have  a  reAigee  who  has  escaped 
thero  to  our  lines.  He  describes  the  impression  there  that  you  will  de- 
stroy Foster.  I  have  applied  for  the  l^rst  and  Thu-d  North  Carolina 
Begiments,  now  in  Virginia,  to  be  sent  here  as  a  garrison  of  WUmingtOQ. 
These  regiments  are  not  brigaded  in  any  North  OanriUna  brigade,  and 
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might  perhaps  snit.    It  would  be  a  very  good  thing;  I  wish  yoa  would 
urge  it.    It  wonld  greatly  help  all  of  our  operatioDB  to  have  a  eoapleof 
independent  regimente. 
Very  tndy.  yonre. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITmO, 

Brigadier'QmmrmL 

Wab  Dbpabtmknt,  G.  B.  A., 

Biohmondy  Va.^  April  13, 1808. 

General  D.  H.  Hill,  Eoekif  MaufU^  N.  0. : 

Qeneral  Brane'  brigade  being  sent  from  Wilmington  to  Oharleaton, 
replace  it  with  a  brigade.    General  Longstreet  ia  informed  of  tUs. 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
Secretary  of  iTar. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbkt,  0.  8.  A., 

Biehmandj  Va.,  AprU  13, 1388. 

uient.  Gen.  Jambs  Lonostbbbt,  FrarMinj  Fa.  ; 

General  Whiting  still  urges  re-enfbroements.  Send  force  to  replace 
Bvans^  brigade. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  4^  War. 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  0.  8.  A., 
Bu^imand,  Va.,  AprU  13, 1883. 
lieat.  Gen.  Jambs  Lonobtbbbt  : 

Gbnebal  :  Yonr  letter  of  the  11th  instant  has  been  delivered  by  sroor 
courier.  General  Whiting  calls  still  so  urgently  for  re-enforoements  to 
replace  General  Evans^  brigade  (sent  on  to  Charleston)  that  the  matter 
has  been  laid  before  the  President,  and  his  Judgment  is  that  it  would  be 
unsafe  to  leave  Wilmington  without  such  re  enforcements.  Therefore 
I  telegraphed  you  this  morning  that  such  should  be  sent.  I  will  now, 
having  learned  General  Hill's  address  through  yonr  letter,  telegraph 
him  directly  to  the  same  effect.  I  regret  very  much  to  interfere  in  any 
way  with  your  concerted  arrangements,  but  an  engagement  was  pre- 
viously given  to  send  forward  a  brigade  when  required  to  Charleston, 
and  I  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  disregard  it    As  explained  to  you  in  a 

frevions  letter,  I  had  supposed  you  acquainted  with  that  arrangement 
do  not  propose  that  more  than  one  brigade  be  sent  to  Charleston  to 
be  supplied  at  Wilmington.  That  will  not,  I  trust,  materially  interfere 
with  the  plans  of  General  Hill  or  yourself. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

P.  8. — ^The  above  letter  was  returned  by  the  same  courier. 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt.  0. 8.  A., 

Biehmmdy  Va.j  April  13, 1338. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whithio,  WUmingtanj  N.  0.: 

General  Hill  has  been  ordered  to  send  a  brigade  to  replace  Evans',  to 
be  forwarded  to  Charleston. 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
Beeretary  of  war. 
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APBilt  18|  1803w 
[Mig.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hull:] 

General:  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  dispatoh  of  April  13,  7:30  a.  m< 
My  ordnance  officer  has  gone  to  Boyd's  Landing  for  tiie  Panott  ammn- 
nition.  When  I  have  completed  all  the  breastworks  for  batteries  and 
placed  gnns  in  them  I  shall  reqoire  more  troops  to  support  them,  other- 
wise my  command  will  be  too  mnch  scattered.  OoL  [  W.  F.]  Martin  had 
better  be  sent  over,  I  think.  Your  instmetions  will  be  oommnnicated 
to  Captain  BeiUy.  I  do  not  know  at  what  point  on  this  side  year  boat 
will  land  to  establish  the  courier  line  you  speak  of.  Three  Yankee  pris- 
oners were  brought  up  this  morning  by  the  cavalry  fiom  Bath.  l%eee 
men  deserted  from  the  troops  at  jNew  Berne  and  went  over  to  Hyde 
Oounty,  where  they  delivered  themsdves  to  two  of  Captain  Swindell^ 
men.  One  is  an  orderly  sergeant,  and  seems  to  be  an  mtelligent  man. 
He  reports  10,000  troops  at  New  Berne  under  the  command  of  Palmer; 
says  many  of  these  troops  are  disaffected  and  those  who  are  to  be  dis- 
charged in  May  will  not  serve  longer.  I  have  sent  the  deserters  to 
Greenville  subject  to  your  further  orders.  They  are  very  anxious  that 
their  names  should  not  appear  in  the  papers  as  deserters  for  fear  it  may 
bring  punishment  upon  them  when  they  return  and  work  to  their  preju- 
dice at  their  homes.  I  therefore  hope  you  will  give  the  neoessaiy  in- 
structions should  you  order  them  to  Richmond. 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  GARNBTT, 

P.  S. — ^The  deserters  are  fh>m  the  One  hundred  and  first  Pennsyl- 
vania. 


April  13, 1863—5  p.  m. 
[General  D.  H.  Hill  :] 

General  :  I  have  given  the  instructions  to  Captain  Beilly  about  open- 
ing on  the  Yankee  barracks,  in  accordance  with  your  orders  in  dispatch 
of  7.30  a.  m.  to-day.  Colonel  Ferebee  has  been  ordered  to  collect  con- 
scripts and  also  to  watch  the  roads  you  speak  of.  He  says  that  G^eneral 
Robertson,  who  was  here  yesterday,  spoke  of  relieving  Colond  Fere- 
bee's  men  by  Griffin's  cavalry.  I  presume  he  means  those  on  the  James* 
ville  and  Plymouth  roads.  I  have  frequently  impressed  upon  Colonel 
F.  to  guard  those  roads  well,  and  he  informs  me  that  the  neoessaiy 
steps  have  been  taken  to  do  so.  My  ordnance  officer  went  for  the  am- 
munition to  Boyd's  Ferry  this  morning.  I  mentioned,  in  reply  to  your 
note  this  morning,  that  I  thought  it  better  for  Colonel  Martin's  regiment 
to  join  me  here,  and  will  send  him  the  order  to-night.  I  can  learn  noth- 
ing of  the  condition  of  the  enemy  inside,  but  I  f^ar  that  they  can  keep 
themselves  supplied  by  fishing  with  seines,  as  fish  are  very  plentifhl  in 
the  river  at  this  season.  I  sent  up  the  Jamesville  road  this  morning 
about  7  miles  and  found  Griffin's  pickets  on  it,  so  I  presume  it  is  aU 
right  in  that  direction. 

Very  respectfnUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  GABNETT, 
Brigadier-OenermL 

April  13, 1863—7  p.  m. 
[M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

General  :  I  inclose  you  a  note  ftom  Colonel  Cantwell  relative  to  tiie 
seizure  of  a  vessel  bound  to  New  Berne.    I  have  ordered  the  property 
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of  the  Widow  to  be  removed  and  the  captain  and  crew  to  be  arrested  and 
sent  to  me;  alao  the  vessel  to  be  bnmed  should  there  be  any  danger  of 
her  &lling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy.  I  wish  yon  wonld  give  me 
instmctionB  as  to  what  I  shall  do  with  the  arrested  persons  and  the 
schooner.  I  think  she  should  be  bnmed,  bnt  will  not  give  the  order 
until  I  hear  from  you  to  that  effect.  The  ordnance  oincer  I  sent  for 
ammunition  reports  that  the  road  which  was  ordered  to  be  Teptand 
leading  to  Boyd's  Ferry  will  not  admit  of  artillery  or  even  many  wagons 
passing  over  it  without  cutting  it  up  very  much.  As  tibey  be  an  im- 
portant work,  I  deem  it  proper  to  mention  this  fact  to  you. 
Very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant. 

R.  B.  GABNBTT, 

Brigadier-Omi^irdL 

Hbadquabtebs. 
Baleigh^  N.  C,  April  13, 1803. 
M%).  Gen.  Hill, 

Oorndg.  DepL  of  North  OaroUiuij  OoUMoromgh^  N.  0. : 

Obnbbal:  If  yon  have  any  command  for  me  I  have  the  honor  to 
request  that  I  may  be  ordered  to  it  at  once.  The  position  of  command- 
ing officer  here  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  necessaiy  one,  bnt  the  duties  can 
be  performed  by  an  officer  unable  to  do  field  service.  OoL  [W.  L.]  De 
Bosset,  now  in  the  State,  could  easily  take  my  place  here.  A  general 
officer  is  not  required  heie,  and  the  circumstances  of  my  situation,  which 
are  known  to  yon,  make  it  desirable  to  me  to  leave  the  State,  and  under 
any  contigencies  to  leave  the  city  of  Raleigh.  Should  you  have  no  com- 
mand to  offer  me,  please  approve,  recommend,  and  forward  the  inclosed 
application. 

I  am*  general,  very  reepectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-  OeiioruU 

[Apbil  13, 1863]— 12  m. 
Mai.  ^^^"^  ^*  ^*  Hill: 

Obnbbal:  Yours  of  10.30  just  received.  I  would  like  to  have  aU  the 
movable  rifle  artillery  or  rather  <^  anti-gunboat,"  that  I  can  get  The 
ground  on  the  enemy's  side  of  the  mouth  of  the  creek  does  certainly 
command  ours,  and  unless  we  can  drive  the  gunboats  Skwaj  they  can 
cross;  bnt  how  they  are  to  march  to  Fort  Effil  afterward  will  puule 
them,  provided  our  forces  are  ready  to  concentrate.  They  must  con- 
centrate to  attack.  Everything  depends  upon  our  being  able  to  do  the 
same  is  my  opinion.  I  tibink  the  guns  in  question  had  better  come 
down. 

Yours,  respeotftilly, 

J.  J.  PBTTIGBBW, 

Brigadier-  G^eneraL 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
KineUmy  If.  0.,  April  13, 1863. 

Mai,  ^^'  ^*  ^*  Hill,  Commanding: 

Genebal:  Your  two  notes  of  today  are  just  received.  Of  course  I 
will  cheerfally  do  whatever  is  for  the  good  of  our  service ;  but  I  hope  my 
brigade  may  be  kept  together.  Faithfully  have  I  striven  to  get  it  to  a 
first-rate  state  of  efficiency,  and  it  would  be  a  proud  moment  for  me  to 
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take  it  a  unit  into  a  battle.  Tea  aie  well  aware  how  mxm  tbe  best 
troope  can  become  demoralixed.  Bat  reoentlyi  dnring  a  very  short 
absence  from  my  brigade,  I  had  reason  to  regret  that  I  had  left  it  I 
beg  yon  will  do  what  yon  can  not  to  split  my  command  to  pieoes  and 
oaose  it  to  become  of  little  use.  If  yon  conld  see  it  together  I  know  yon 
would  award  it  a  place  second  to  no  other.  Whatever  m^y  be  your 
orders  I  will  obey  with  zeal  and  faithftalness. 

I  wrote  to  M%jor  Anderson  to-day.  Everting  as  quiet  as  possible. 
I  can  get  no  news  from  New  Berne;  have  tned  hard,  and  am  fiiill  mak- 
ing efforts. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant. 

B.  BAN80M,  Jb., 
Briffodiet'OmermL 

HiBADQUABTBBa. 

IKfMlDfs  N.  0.J  A]^  13,  IMS. 
Mai*  ^^-  ^-  ^*  Hill: 

Gbnebal  :  I  inclose  a  note*  from  General  Whiting  by  a  oouiieii 
whom  I  sent  with  your  letter  to  him.    It  has  just  come  m.    I  hear  that 
the  enemy  is  landing  heavy  forces  below  Charleston.     Whiting  will 
donbless  give  you  the  news. 
Very  respectftdly, 

B.  BANSOM,  Jb., 

EmSTON,  N.  0.,  AprQ  14, 1883. 
General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oammanding  in  ITafih  Carolina : 

Gbnebal  :  Your  note  of  yesterday  was  received  early  to-day.  I  had 
sent  off  about  a  dozen  conscripts.  WiU  retain  the  others.  With  no 
evidence  except  against  one  of  the  14  sent  up  by  your  order  from  Bean- 
fort  I  can  make  but  a  poor  investigation.  Mi^or  Kennedy  sent  me 
only  one  letter  from  Ed.  Stanly,  adcuessed  to  a  United  States  naval 
ofiicer,  that  commits  partially  one  of  the  parties.  He  too,  I  should  say, 
was  over  forty  years  old.  The  rest  had  best  be  sent  to  Bichmond  or 
directly  to  the  Bappahannock.  My  Quakers  are  obstinate.  They  have 
withstood  hunger  and  thirst  for  over  four  days.  I  sent  down  M%|or 
Gnion,  of  the  Engineers,  to  superintend  the  building  of  the  bridge  over 
Core  Creek.  To-day  I  find  it  completed,  but  so  low  to  the  water  that  a 
slight  rise  would  wash  it  away.  My  scouts  report  a  larger  force  now 
in  New  Berne  than  for  some  weeks  past,  ^ey  say  r^enforcements 
have  arrived  within  the  past  few  days.  If  so,  an  advance  will  be  at- 
tempted toward  this  place  and  an  attack  by  the  gunboats  be  made  on 
Wilmington.  They  will  thus  hope  to  prevent  your  sending  any  one  to 
Wilmington,  and  perhaps  to  pass  over  us  before  you  can  get  here,  or  it 
may  be  they  will  be  content  to  hold  us  all  here.  If  you  do  not  order 
the  demonstration  on  New  Berne  I  shall  not  make  it.  With  half  the 
number  of  my  force  in  the  town  I  cannot  take  it.  Two  demonstrations 
have  already  been  made  upon  the  place,  and,  with  respect,  I  suggest 
that  a  repetition  of  these  feints  tend  to  weaken  us  and  give  courage  and 
importance  to  the  enemy.  If  the  enemy  go  out  again  I  will  be  as  rapid 
as  man  can  be  to  take  his  place ;  and  if  in  your  better  judgment  it  be 
wise  to  make  the  demonstration  let  me  know  and  it  shall  1^  promptly 

*  Not  found. 
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eoteoated.  I  have  been  told  that  yoa  had  heavy  firing  this  morning  and 
last  night.  I  earnestly  pray  yon  have  again  repulsed  them.  Yonr  note 
relative  to  the  engineers  has  Just  reached  me.  I  will  attend  to  its  com- 
mands. 

6  p.  m.-*Lientenant  Oonnor  has  jnst  gone  olBf  in  the  direction  yon 
speak  of  and  will  be  near  yon  by  :he  time  yon  get  this.  Lientenant 
Foy,  whom  I  sent  scouting  near  New  Berne,  has  returned  within  the 
hour.  He  states  that  a  day  or  two  ago  some  twenty  iron-dads  and  other 
gnnboats  left  Beaufort— lAiat  a  strong  re-enforcement  came  up  from 
there  to  New  Berne.  The  officer  I  sent  to  break  up  the  railroad  has  not 
yet  reported.  He  has  hardly  had  time,  as  I  wished  the  bridge  near 
Shepherdsville  destroyed,  if  possible. 
Very  respectfidly  and  truly, 

B.  BAN80M,  Jr., 

Brigadier-ChneroL 


HBADQUJlBTBBS, 

WUm4niftonj  N.  0.,  April  14, 1803. 
Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oommanding  near  Woihinfftonj  N,  0. : 

Genebal:  I  have  just  received  yours  of  the  12th,*  inclosing  a  tele- 
gram *  fix>m  Longstreet.  I  have  received  so  many  orders  and  counter- 
orders  from  so  many  different  sources  that  really  I  am  puzzled  how  to 
answer.  The  War  Department  has  been  directing  me  to  re-enforce  Gen- 
eral Beaurej^urd.  The  lieutenant-general  commanding  orders  co-opera- 
tion with  you,  while  from  his  headquarters  at  Petersburg  I  get  directions 
to  ^d  Beauregard  if  the  latter  is  urgent.  Finally,  C^nenu  Beauregard 
suspends  the  movement  of  Evans'  brigade.  My  position  is  then  this : 
One  regiment  of  Bvans'  brigade  is  in  Charleston,  having  got  off  before 
the  movement  was  stopped;  the  general  himself  is  there;  1  have  four 
here.  I  do  not  think  the  enemy  have  in  the  least  given  up  their  designs 
on  Oharleston.    It  is  incredible  that  after  such  monstrous  preparations 

they  should  give  up  f  of  that  i>erformance  of  the  monitors. 

Nor  am  I  apprehensive  immediately  of  any  demonstration  on  Wilming- 
ton, though  such  might  be  attempted.  If,  as  you  surmise,  any  feint 
should  be  made  by  land,  your  cavalry  ought  to  let  Bansom  know  the 
moment  it  is  discovered,  that  he  need  not  wait  for  me  to  call  upon  him. 
If  your  estimate  of  Foster's  troops,  viz,  8,000,  is  correct,  and  as  Long- 
street  says  he  has  received  no  more  re-enforcements,  he  will  neither  dare 
to  attack  you  nor  to  move  on  me.  I  know  him  too  well.  Still  I  must 
keep  on  the  lookout.  I  only  fear  that  my  armament  is  not  heavy  enough 
to  keep  a  monitor  out.  For  one  to  get  Inside  would  be  a  very  serious 
embarrassment ;  but  it  will  hardly  he  tried,  I  think,  until  the  defenses 
of  Charleston  are  more  thoroughly  tested ;  and  surely  unless  they  aban- 
don their  great  expedition  altogether  before  that  first  repulse  they  wiU 
not  divert  any  portion  of  their  land  or  naval  forces  for  an  attempt  on  a 
subordinate  position.  If  I  should  hear  that  the  fleet  and  transports 
had  all  passed  the  Charleston  bar  going  northward  I  should  think  they 
were  coming  here  and  call  for  all  the  aid  I  could  get.  If  they  abandon 
their  Charleston  move  Beauregard  could  aid  me.  lu  the  mean  time  I  do 
not  like  to  think  that  your  operations  should  be  in  any  manner  crippled  to 
aid  me  unless  at  the  last  extremity.  Tour  operations  there  are  in  fact  my 
great  security  here,  unless  an  additional  expedition  should  be  fitting  oud 
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in  the  North  of  which  we  know  nothing.    I  therafore  hope  yoa  will  he 
able  to  press  Foster  hard.    He  is  not  &e  man,  nor  Weaeells  either*  to 
Aght  you  and  me  both  at  once. 
Very  truly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITINO, 

Birigadier'€hiimrmL 


Special  Obdebs,  i   Hdqbs.  Dept.  Viboinia  Aia>  N.  Oaboijiia, 
No.  — .  )  Near  Suffotk,  Fa.,  Apnl  14,  1863w 

Mig.  Oen.  B.  G.  French  is  temporarily  assigned  to  the  command  of  all 
the  artillery  serving  with  the  forces  on  the  Blackwater.    It  will  be  un- 
der his  control  and  direction,  and  commanding  officers  wiU  acooid  dne 
observance  of  his  orders  and  dispositions. 
By  command  of  laentenant-Gtoneral  Longstreet: 

O.  MOXLBY  SOBBEL, 
A89iitamt  A^utami  Om&rmL 


Hbabquabtbbs  Dibtbiot  of  the  Gape  Fbab. 

WHminffUm^  N.  0.,  April  15, 1883. 
Hon.  Jakes  A.  Bbpdo]!^ 

Secretary  of  War^  Kidhm^mdj  Va, : 

BiB:  I  beg  leave,  in  the  short  Inll  afforded  by  the  enemy,  to  urge  my 
need  of  more  heavy  gnns,  especially  the  8  or  10-inch  colnmblads  and 
the  Brooke  rifle.  The  enemy,  I  think,  now  will  either  i&kew  a  desperate 
effort  on  Gharleston,  or,  fearfhl  of  that  place,  try  one  they  suppose  to  be 
weaker.  If  ii\jnry  to  ns  be  an  object  they  onght  scarcely  to  attempt  this 
place.  Yoa  are  aware  of  the  inadeqoacy  of  our  armament  heie,  and  that 
many  guns  intended  for  Wilmington  have  been  diverted  to  meet  what 
have  been  required  as  more  pressing  necessities  elsewhere.  I  am  much 
in  want  now  of  at  least  two  heavy  rifles  and  four  columbiads  (8  or  10^ 
inch),  with  their  anrnmnition. 
Very  reepectftilly, 

W.  H.  C.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-Oemermk 

Apbil  15, 1868—9^  a.  vl 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Genebal  :  My  train  has  just  arrived  from  the  Pungo  Biver.  It 
brings  up  65  bairels  of  com  and  about  8,000  pounds  of  baioon.  Of  this 
lot  2^000  pounds  came  from  Hyde.  Oaptain  Swindell,  who  sent  agents 
into  Hvde,  reports  that  most  of  the  bacon  remaining  m  that  country  is 
in  the  hands  of  persons  who  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance,  and  they 
will  not  sell  it  unless  it  is  impressed.  I  have  ordered  my  train  to  go  to 
Tranter's  Greek  Bridge.  You  do  not  say  in  your  last  dispatch  how  the 
surplus  meat  at  Tranter's  Bridge  is  to  be  transported.  I  suggested  that 
it  should  be  sent  to  Greenville  or  Tarborough  by  steamboat  ^m  Boyd's 
Landing.  Please  let  me  have  definite  instructions  in  tiiis  matter,  as  I 
do  not  think  my  train  can  haul  the  meat  in  question  should  we  have  to 
move  the  wagon  train  all  at  once.  I  have  no  control  over  the  steam- 
boat, and  have  therefore  reported  the  above  fEw^ts  to  you  in  order  that 
you  might  give  the  necessary  directions  should  you  deem  this  mode  of 
transportation  prefeiBble.    I  Judge  from  the  spirited  reply  the  enemy 
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make  to  our  lire  that  their  ammuDition  has  been  replenished.  We  have 
had  quite  a  heavy  foil  of  rain.  Whether  it  will  endanger  om  bridges  I 
am  nnable  to  say. 

Very  respeetftilly,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GABNETT, 
Briffadder-  Omeral. 

Apbil  15, 1863— 7.2S. 
[Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:J 

GsivsBAL :  lient.  [James  A.]  Beid  has  Jnst  delivered  your  note.  He 
reports  the  water  veiy  hi^h  on  the  route,  and  as  we  have  had  a  vei^ 
heavy  fiftll  of  rain  shice  his  arrival  I  fear  my  artillery  ammunition  wiU 
aU  be  wet  in  crossing  the  creeks.  My  infantry  ammunition  will  have 
to  be  renewed  at  Tranter's  Greek,  as  I  am  sure  that  it  is  all  spoUed  by 
the  violent  rain-storm,  the  men  having  no  tents  or  flies  to  protect  against 
the  weather.  My  command  will  be  in  a  very  bad  condition  to  march 
farther  than  Tranter's  Creek  Bridge,  as  they  will  have  to  wade  almost  up 
to  their  waists  and  without  rest.  They  have  been  on  picket  duty  every 
other  night  for  a  long  time.  I  will  make  every  i>ossible  effort  to  Join 
you,  but  you  must  make  allowance  for  pitch  darkness  and  deep  str»uns 
to  march  through. 

Yeiy  respeotfiiilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  GABNBTT, 
Brigadier-OeHerdL 

Hbadquabtbbs,  April  15, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Oimnumdingj  dfo.  .* 

GxNEBAL :  Youi  letter  and  its  inclosnre  are  received.  I  think  that 
you  had  better  reduce  the  charge  of  the  big  guns  and  try  them.  The 
fall  charge  seems  to  burst  them  all.  I  think  that  M%jor  Henry  had 
better  be  relieved  by  Oapt.  FB.  M  J  Stribling  to-night.  Cannot  the  par- 
apet at  the  battery  where  Mi^or  Henry  is  be  so  arranged  as  to  protect 
tbe  pieces  from  the  fire  on  the  opposite  side  and  at  the  same  time  allow 
our  pieces  to  play  upon  the  gunboats  f  If  it  can  be  done  I  would  like 
to  have  it.  General  Hood  will  give  you  such  detail  as  you  need  to 
work.    U  you  keep  Captain  Stribling's  battery  you  should  send  him 

the  other  that took ;  that  is  Bradford's.    He  has  but  two  on  our 

right,  and  that  seems  the  only  point  where  the  enemy  will  venture  out. 
He  has  been  out  with  strong  lines  of  skirmishers  there  twice  to-day. 
I  was  oidled  up  there  in  consequence  and  could  not  therefore  go  over 
to  see  you.  I  ordered  Captain  Clarke  to  you  this  morning  to  examine 
and  place  batteries  or  breastworks  wherever  you  thought  best.  Direct 
as  you  think  best,  and  order  him  to  call  for  such  detaUs  as  he  needs  in 
my  name. 

Moat  respeetfliUy, 

JAMBS  LOFGSTBEET, 
IdeutrnMiit-Ctenerdlj  OcmmamMtig. 


HbadquJlBTBBS,  ApHI  15, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  OwmmamdM^ : 

General  :  Information  reaches  me  to-day  that  the  enemy  is  landinfl 
on  the  Chowan,  in  Gates  County,  firom  your  part  of  the  country.    I 
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wiah  you  would  keep  yonr  Yankees  to  yourself;  or  if  you  find  liieoi 

Fusbing  up  here  from  ^ew  Berne  yon  must  send  me  some  more  troops. 
hoi)e  that  you  will  send  me  Gamett  and  Beilly  as  soon  ab  it  can  be 
done ;  and  if  you  find  other  troops  coming  from  New  Berne  you  had 
better  try  and  make  some  arrangement  by  which  you  can  re-eufi^roe  me 
Author. 

I  remain,  most  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEBT, 

I  am  neatly  in  need  of  cavalry.  Have  but  seven  companies  of 
Oolonel  Bakei^s  regiment.  What  can  it  be  doing  f  General  Whiting 
complains  that  he  can  get  none  and  you  say  that  it  is  worthless.  I 
have  been  trying  to  get  some  ever  since  I  have  been  in  the  department 
and  think  that  I  could  make  it  very  usefhl  if  I  could  ever  get  hold  of  it 


Apbil  15  (OB  18),  188&— 8.aO  a.  m. 
M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

Gbnsbal  :  I  received  your  note  last  night  indosing  one  ttom  Brown 
and  one  from  Whitford.  If  the  dispatch  mentioned  by  Brown  was 
really  sent  to  the  commander  of  the  expedition  it  was  very  kind  of  him 
*jO  communicate  it }  but  what  becomes  of  General  Longstreet's  effort  to 
feep  the  enemy  in  Suffolk  if  they  thus  march  across  his  fiBMsef  My 
opinion  is  what  it  was  last  night— concentrate.  If  you  are  going  to 
fight  in  the  rear  of  the  road  leading  fh>m  Blount^s  fiurm  to  the  Swift 
Greek  road  I  am  opposed  to  exposing  any  one  at  the  Blount^s  Creek,  fixr 
I  should  consider  them  sacrifloiBd  unless  I  stationed  a  regiment  at  the 
&rm,  and  that  would  increase  the  dispersion  of  our  forces,  whioh  already 
exceeds  reasonable  limits.  1  send  you  Captain  McCrady's  dispatoh, 
by  which  it  appears  that  the  same  steamer  ran  down  by  both  batteries 
this  morning.  So  passes  away  the  blockade.  As  somebody  gsmarkeci 
this  morning,  with  more  truth  than  agreeability,  ^<  The  entertainment 
will  now  conclude  with  the  laughable  and  amusing  Ihroe  of  *  Banning 
the  Blockade.'  Parents  may  send  their  children  with  the  asenranee 
that  the  exhibition  is  perfectiLy  innooent."  It  is  a  mystery  to  me  ttat 
the  one  battery  should  not  have  seen  her  and  the  other  shrald  not  have 
sunk  her. 

Yetj  respeotfhdly,  

J.  J.  PHTTIGBBW, 

HiBADQUlBTBBa. 

Jtar  8mlfblkj  Pa.,  AprU  Iff,  IMS. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill. 

Oomdg.  Dept  of  North  OarottnojnMir  WMh^mffkm,  K.  0.: 

GxNEBAL :  Your  letter  of  the  10th  to  the  commanding  general  is 
received.    I  am  directed  to  write  as  follows : 

We  cannot  afford  to  keep  the  large  ftaroe  that  you  have  watddngtbe 
garrison  at  Washington.  It  would  seem  that  yon  could,  by  fortt^ing 
Sie  positions  that  you  hold  around  Washington,  keep  the  garrison  se- 
cnroly  inside  with  3,000  men.  If  you  should  order  the  two  regiments 
that  were  at  Hamilton  in  Uie  place  of  Gkumett's  brigade,  and  let  them 
fortify,  they  could  keep  the  ganiaoQ  in  on  the  north  aide.    Pettigrew^s 
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brigade  on  the  soath  side  ought  to  be  able  to  keep  the  enemy  in  on  tiiat 
aide.  Indeed,  it  seems  that  half  of  this  brigade  is  enoagh  on  the  soath 
side.  By  sach  an  arrangement  yon  will  have  treble  the  force  of  the  garri- 
son. Gamett  then  oonld  come  here ;  Daniel  go  to  Einston,  and  Bansom 
to  Wilmington.  If  yon  cannot  elBfect  such  an  arrangement  the  invest- 
ment had  better  be  abandoned.  If  yon  prefer,  it  is  suggested  that  the 
two  regiments  at  Hamilton  be  sent  to  Wilmington:  then  Bansom's 
brigade  can  remain  where  it  is,  and  yoa  will  thus  have  Daniel  and  Petti- 
grew  at  Washington,  which  ought  to  be  abundant.  There  can  be  no 
great  force  to  succor  Washington,  and  it  must  come  from  New  Berne. 
If  it  comes  from  that  point  vou  can  support  by  DknieFs  brigade  and 
replace  it  by  part  of  Bansom's. 

Two  of  your  letters  reported  the  enemv  evacuating  New  Berne.  If 
this  be  done  you  will  require  little  or  no  force  at  Einston.  A  portion 
of  the  troops  from  North  Carolina  are  reported  landing  in  Gates  County 
for  Suffolk.  It  thus  appears  that  the  force  that  you  are  to  contend 
against  is  being  drawn  in  this  direction.  Send  Oamett's  brigade  and 
[Etoilly's  battery  here  as  soon  as  possible,  but  endeavor  to  continue  the 
siege.  When  the  enemy  had  all  his  force  in  North  Carolina  you  had  no 
trouble  in  driving  back  his  succoring  force :  now  that  part  of  it  is  here 
yon  can  surely  keep  back  the  little  force  that  he  may  possibly  be  able 
to  bring  against  you. 

It  is  suggested  that  excessive  charges  may  account  for  the  repeated 
disasters  to  your  guns.  If  they  were  reduced  it  is  thought  that  not  so 
many  would  burst. 

The  enemy  is  re-enforcing  here  from  his  reserves  in  Baltimore  and 
other  points.  His  accessions,  however,  are  not  believed  to  be  large. 
Not  a  gun  has  been  flred  here  at  the  enemy's  works.  We  have  no  am- 
munition to  throw  away  in  this  manner. 

I  am.  general,  very  respeotfrdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 
A99Utamt  A^tant-OmeraL 

Apbil  15, 1863. 
M%).  [L.  M.]  Shumakeb, 

OMqf  of  ArHllerp: 

Withdraw  the  batteries  and  go  into  camp,  and  do  not  attack  the 
gunboats  unless  they  move  up ;  m  that  case  attack  them.  I  wish  you 
to  remain  here  to-night  with  the  batteries.  I  go  up  to  assist  M%jor 
Henry.    Eeep  a  watch  and  let  no  boats  pass  down. 

8.  G.  FBENOH, 

Mqior-€hneraL 


Apbil  16, 1863. 
[M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

General  :  I  have  had  my  courier  line  removed  already.  I  applied 
for  the  boat  today,  but  the  captain  said  he  was  specially  under  your 
orders,  and  if  he  went  up  to  Greenville  he  could  not  return  without 
going  a  considerable  distance  above  that  town  to  get  wood.  I  therefore 
concluded  to  try  to  move  my  stores  with  my  own  wagons.  It  will  re- 
quire  some  two  days  to  send  the  meat,  meal,  and  com  I  have  at  Pactolus 
to  Greenville.  I  will  leave  Colonel  Ferebee  to  defend  Tranter's  Greek 
Bridge  when  I  leave.  The  steamer  is  loading  the  flats  with  large  guns. 
Two  are  already  on  board.  This  will  prevent  the  boat  from  taking  my 
men  over.    If  what  the  captain  says  is  coneot  the  steamer  will  have  to 
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ran  some  distance  above  OreenvOle  to  get  wood,  and  will  not  be  able 
to  return  antU  late  to-morrow  morning  to  Boyd's  Ferry,  I  should  judge. 
I  am  in  great  perplexity  how  to  manage  to  get  over  before  some  time  m 
the  day  to-morrow.  I  thought  it  woidd  not  be  safe  to  leave  the  bridge 
until  I  heard  from  you  after  Colonel  Ferebee^s  report  of  an  advance  ot 
the  enemy.  Subsequent  reports  do  not  confirm  an  advance,  thooA  it 
is  likely  they  will  do  so  if  they  are  re-enforced  at  Washington.  Pleeae 
let  me  hear  from  you  as  soon  as  possible. 

Very  respectfdlly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

B.  B.  GABNETT, 

Briffod/Ser-GmermL 

AnsL  le,  1883-8^0. 
[M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Gbnebal  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  of  this  morning  and  wffl 
take  the  steps  you  desire.  My  men  are  very  much  worn  out  by  eon- 
stant  picketing,  and  the  wet  and  the  somewhat  long  march  of  last  ni^ht. 
It  took  my  command  until  daylight  to  make  it.  I  have  a  quantity  of 
commissary  stores  and  some  com.  I  will  send  these  up  by  boat  to  Green- 
ville provided  your  orders  do  not  conflict  with  this  arrangement.  The 
boat  can  take  them  up  and  return  to-night  or  early  to-morrow.  Should 
there  be  any  delay  in  removing  my  stores  I  will  direct  Oolonel  Feiebee 
to  protect  tibem. 

Very  respectftdly. 

B.  B.  GABNBTT, 

Brigadier-OmeraL 


Traktbb'b  Obsbk  Bbidob, 

April  16,  ISea— 8.30  p.  m. 
[M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

General  :  I  have  received  your  dispatch  by  Lieutenant  Beid :  alao 
yours  of  5.30  p.  m.  I  shall  withdraw  to-morrow  morning  at  dayliglit. 
I  have  direct^  Oolonel  Ferebee  to  remain  here,  and  to  take  up  the 
bridges  at  this  poiut  and  at  Gaines.  I  shall  get  off  aU  my  stores,  except 
a  quantity  of  com  that  I  am  having  ground  at  Pactolus.  I  think  Golooel 
F.  can  hold  the  enemy  long  enough  in  check  to  have  it  ground  and  sent 
to  Greenville.  I  sent  Captain  Beilly  off  this  morning  to  Tarborough^ 
according  to  your  orders.  Oaptain  Bunting  is  still  here,  but  I  do  not 
apprehend  I  shall  require  his  services.  I  can  get  along  better  without 
tibe  boat.  The  road  to  Boyd's  Ferry  is  impassable  for  wagons,  and  even 
couriers  have  a  very  hard  time  at  night 

Very  respectihlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  GABNBTT, 
Brigadier-Chn^eralj  Oommaiiidimf. 


TBAJfTKBlB  OBBEK  BBIBOX, 

April  16, 1803—12.10  p.  m. 
[M%f .  Gen.  D.  H.  Hell  :] 

Gbnebal  :  Oolonel  Ferebee  has  retired  with  his  brigade  to  this  point. 
He  reports  that  he  left  his  position  near  Washington  between  8  and  9 
o^dock  this  morning;  aJso  that  their  cavalry  and  a  body  of  in&ntiy 
fidlowed  them  some  diBtanca    The  infonnation  is  indeftnitei  but  the 
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enemy  may  advance  ajKHi  me  at  this  point.  It  woold  not  do.  I  ahonld 
think,  to  leave  this  position  open.  The  destrnction  of  the  bridge  woold 
not  detain  the  enemy  long.  I  cannot  depend  npon  the  steamboat  to  take 
np  my  stores.  She  is  loading  at  Boyd's  Ferry  and  1  cannot  tell  what 
she  will  be  able  to  transport.  I  shall  try  to  get  my  stores  np  by  wagons, 
bat  it  will  take  some  days  to  do  so.  The  road  to  Boyd's  Ferry  on  this 
side  is  said  to  be  exceedingly  bad,  impassable  to  wagons.  The  last  rain 
has  made  it  very  mnch  worse. 

Very  respectftilly.  yonr  obedient  servant. 

B.  B.  OABNBTT, 


HbadquJlBtbbs  Davic^  Bbioadb, 

Brfare  Suffolkj  Fa.,  April  16, 1863. 
Mbj.  Graham  Daves, 

A$9i8Umt  A^lfuUMU-Oeneral : 

Major  :  I  respeotfhlly  reqnest  to  know  if  my  brisade  belongs  to  the 
division  commanded  by  M%jor-General  French  j  and,  if  so,  am  I  to  con- 
tinne  to  receive  orders  and  instructions  from  an  intermediate  commander, 
or  fiom  the  m^jor-general  commanding! 
I  am,  major,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

JOSEPH  B.  DAVIS. 
Briffodier-Chiierdlf  OammanMiig, 


Hdors.  Department  of  Sovthebn  VmeniiA, 

April  17, 1863. 

Bespectfiilly  forwarded  to  the  lieutenant-general  commanding. 
I  apprehend  there  is  no  difficulty  in  this  question.  While  I  regard  this 
brigade,  of  course,  a  part  of  my  command  as  well  as  (General  Jenkins^ 
Drigade,  yet,  as  I  must  be  absent  much  of  my  time,  the  division  must 
be  under  command  of  the  senior  officer  present. 

S.  G.  FBENOH, 
Majar-Qmerdlj  Oammamding. 


Signal  Qffioe, 
EUhmondj  Fa.,  AprU  16, 1863. 

M%f .  William  Nobris,  Chief  Siffndl  Oarp§ : 

SiB:  Pursuant  to  your  orders  1  left  Bichmond  on  the  8th  instant  and 
proceeded  to  Day's  Neck,  on  the  James,  nearly  opposite  to  the  month 
of  Warwick  Biver,  which  place  I  reached  on  the  10th.  On  tJie  11th  at 
night  succeeded  in  crossing  to  Mallicote's  house  on  the  opposite  shore, 
alK>ut  4  miles  from  FewiK>rt  Fews.  Obtained  but  little  information 
that  night,  but  delivered  the  letters  intrusted  to  me  to  a  reliable  per- 
son, who  placed  them  in  the  Federal  jKWt-office  at  Fort  Monroe.  At- 
tempted to  cross  on  Sunday  night,  but  owing  to  the  intense  darkness, 
and  having  no  compass  or  glase^^s,  got  lost,  and  after  many  hours'  hard 
labor  at  the  oars  found  myself  on  the  same  side  from  which  I  started. 
Ifade  another  attempt  the  next  night  and  ran  over  in  ftdl  view  of  the 
blockading  fleet,  consisting  of  the  Minnesota,  an  iron-dad  of  l^e  Mon- 
itor model,  and  three  or  four  small  wooden  gunboats.    Obtained  flies  of 
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papers  to  the  9th  ultimo,  and  the  mtbjoined  note  from  a  friend^  dated 
the  Idth  instant: 

There  has  been  great  ezcitement  here  dnrinff  the  past  few  days  owing  to  the  action 
of  OUT  troops  at  wiUiamsbnrg  and  on  the  sontn  side  of  the  James  River.  On  Satar- 
day  night  the  long  bridge  across  Hampton  Creek  was  lined  with  sentinels,  and  m> 

freat  was  the  fear  that  tiie  rebels  wonld  make  a  descent  that  long  piles  of  oombosti- 
les  were  placed  on  the  eastern  end  to  fSsoilitate  its  intended  destmotion  if  they  came- 
in  sight.  In  consequence  of  disasters  present  and  likely  soon  to  occur,  militaiy  mezr 
exhibited  cpreat  despondency,  and  are  nnanimons  in  speaking  most  disparagingly  of 
Undo  Sanrs  prospects.  General  Diz  is  absent  In  New  York,  tirine  to  persuade  Goy- 
emor  Seymour  to  furnish  him  men  enouffh  to  hold  the  Peninsula  m>m  Williamsburg 
down,  wnich  he  a^its  his  inability  to  ao  unless  strongly  re-enforoed.  and  that  right 
speedily.  To  conciliate  the  Governor  he  is  using  pleas  of  Democraf  ic  fellowship,  4be. ; 
with  what  success  has  not  yet  transpired.  Foster,  in  North  Carolina,  is  in  a  most  crit- 
ical condition ;  nor  can  one  man  be  sent  him,  either  from  this  point  or  from  Suffolk. 

After  reaching  the  south  side  on  Tnesday  morning  a  heavy  cannonade 
began,  which  continued  until  nightfall.  The  next  morning  I  met  a  man 
who  was  acting  as  a  guide  the  day  of  the  flring,  and  he  informed  me 
that  he  had  been  almost  entirely  around  Suffolk ;  that  the  Norfolk  and 
Petersburg  road  was  then  in  our  possession,  and  two  brigades  were 
pafihing  rapidly  on  to  the  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  road ;  that  our  light 
batteries  were  lining  both  banks  of  the  Nansemond,  and  had  sunk  one 
gunboat  and  disabled  two  others.  Bifled  32s  were  being  brought  ap 
and  a  pontoon  bridge  thrown  across  to  &cilitate  their  passage.  If  his 
informatiou  is  entirely  reliable  (and  I  see  no  reason  for  doubting  it) 
Suffolk  is  completely  isolated. 

0.  H.  OAUSBY, 


BBIGADB  HBADQdABTEBSy 

Near  WiUUmsburg^  Va.^  April  16, 1963. 

M%j.  Gen.  Abnold  Elzby,  Oammandingy  Ac: 

Qbnebal:  This  is  now  Thursday  morning :  all  is  quiet,  and  I  shall 
begin  to  fall  back  at  3  o^dock  this  evening.  This  is  the  fifth  day  after 
our  attack  upon  the  enemy^  and  they  have  shown  no  disposition  to 
advance.  We  have  all  the  forage  and  provisions  that  can  be  obtained 
in  the  neighborhood  and  sent  them  behind  us.  About  Saturday  or 
Sunday  next  I  expect  to  reach  Diascund  Bridge  by  falling  back  slowly 
and  posting  my  cavalry  close  up  to  Williamsburg.  I  wish  you  would 
say  by  courier  whether  I  shall  leave  the  forces  at  Diascund  as  they 
were  before  my  advance  (Colonel  Tabb's  command),  or  what  number  of 
forces  I  shall  leave  there,  and  also  please  say  whether  I  am  to  fall  back 
to  Ohaffin's  farm  with  my  force.  I  must  beg  of  you  to  order  forward 
Captain  Doby's  company  of  cavalry  immediately,  the  cavaJiy  force  here 
being  very  insufficient  and  inefficient. 
Very  respeotfolly  and  truly, 

HENBT  A.  WI8B, 

BriffadierQetMraL 

HEADQUJlBTBSS, 

Bi»  MUe  Ordinary,  Fa.,  April  16, 1863—6.30  p.  m. 

l£%j.  Gen.  Abkold  Blzet,  Commandingj  dbo, : 

Genbbal  :  After  getting  all  the  forage  and  provisions  in  Williams- 
burg and  its  immediate  neighborhood  I  left  Casey's,  2  miles  ftom  Will- 
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iaomliaig,  at  3^  p.  m.  to-day  aod  raaohed  ttiia  place  aboiit  ff  p.  m  Be- 
fore I  movedy  Snrffeon  Wager,  the  enemy's  snigeon  at  the  Innatic  asylim^ 
sent  through  M%|or  Garrett  a  letter  addressed  to  him  by  acting  Briga- 
dier-General West,  Ids  commander  at  Fort  Magmder,  to  withdraw  fh>m 
that  institation  and  surrender  it  to  the  commander  of  the  Confederate 
forces  in  and  aronnd  WilUamsbnrg.  I  ordered  M%|or  Gkurett  to  make 
no  reply  to  this  notice;  bat  I  had  anticipated  some  snch  rose,  and  yes- 
terday had  arranged  with  Talbot  Sweeny,  esq.,  the  only  State  of  Vir- 
ginia officer  left  with  the  asylnm,  to  attend  to  and  provide  for  its  wants. 
I  will  also  send  U  it  Dr.  Martin,  a  resident  practicing  physician  of  this 
county,  to  superintend  its  hygeia.  It  is  pretty  certain,  too,  the  enemy 
have  drawn  in  their  lines,  and  the  report  is  that  they  have  informed  the 
inhabitants  that  they  consider  the  town  itself  surrendered.  For  two 
days  they  have  made  no  demonstration  and  have  not  disturbed  my  forces 
in  gathering  all  the  plunder  we  could  find  and  in  moving  out  the  inhab- 
itants and  their  eflRScts.  It  is  worthy  of  attention,  too,  that  while  ex- 
changing these  communications  under  the  flag  of  truce  their  officers 
were  emphatic  and  even  urgent  in  persuading  my  officers  that  Fort 
Magruder  is  impregnable  to  any  force  short  of  2K),000  men.  In  other 
woMs,  they  are  very  desirous  to  get  rid  of  our  presence  in  their  front. 
Another  evidence  of  this  is  that  Siey  ran  gunbcM^ts  up  both  James  and 
York  Bivers  yesterday  and  to-day.  Indeed,  this  evening  after  we  began 
to  move  two  gunboats  ran  up  York  Biver  as  high  as  Mount  Folly  and 
shelled  the  shore.  This  was  evidently  intended  to  hurry  our  departure. 
I  have  therefore  not  moved  back  my  cavalry  pickets  and  main  force  of 
cavalry  at  all,  but  have  halted  here  with  my  artillery  and  infantry  to 
get  more  forage  and  to  render  fhrther  assistance  to  the  citizens.  I  have 
placed  a  strong  infantry  guard  on  my  right  at  Centreville,  the  Fifty- 
ninth  between  this  and  Centreville.  the  Twenty-sixth  and  Fourth  here 
with  the  artillery,  and  a  strong  iniautry  guard  at  Deneufnlle's  Store, 
on  the  York  Biver  road,  thus  covering  every  road  with  strong  flankers 
right  and  left. 

The  day  after  to-morrow  morning  I  will  febll  back  farther  and  retire 
a  i>ortion  of  the  command  quite  to  Diascund,  moving  my  cavalry  far- 
ther back  to  supporting  distance,  and  completing  tny  return  to  Dias- 
cund by  Sabbath  at  noon.  I  am  thus  obeying  your  instructions  to  fall 
back  slowly,  and  particularly  in  order  that  you  may  modify  your  in- 
stmctioDS  according  to  your  better  judgment.  We  have  but  few  sick 
men.  They  stand  the  service  admirably  and  behave  well  in  all  respects. 
I  am,  general,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  General. 


Spboiai.  Obders,  I        Hbaik)uabteb8  Fbbnoh's  Command, 

No.  2.  )  4pn7  16  {or  17),  1863. 

•  •••••• 

III.  The  following  artillery  companies  are  assigned  to  duty  in  General 
Pickett's  division,  and  will  report  to  M%j.  James  Dearing,  chief  of  artil- 
lery :  Macon's  battery,  Stribling's  batteiy,  Blonnt^s  battery,  Caskie^s 
battery.  Tiie  artillery  companies  on  duty  with  the  division  will  draw 
rations  and  forage  from  their  divisions  respectively. 

IV.  The  following  artillery  companies  are  assigned  to  duty  with  Gen- 
eral Hood's  division,  and  will  report  to  M^)or  Henry,  chief  of  artillery : 
Lane^s  battery,  Bachmao's  battery,  Garden's  battery.    The  artlUery 
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oompaDie8  on  daty  with  the  divisions  will  draw  forage  and  ratioiisihMR 
their  divisions  respectively. 

•  •••••  • 

By  command  of  M%j.  Gen.  8.  G.  French : 

GRAHAM  DAVB8, 
A$si8iaMt  Adjutant-OemeroL 

Hkadquastbbs  Abhy  of  Nobthbbn  YntomiA, 

AprU  17, 1803 
Lient  Gen.  James  Longstbebt, 

Cammandingj  dto. : 

General  :  Tonr  letter  of  the  13th  has  been  received.  I  am  glad  that 
yon  are  steadily  progressing  in  yonr  operations.  I  wish  I  ooald  give 
yon  any  aid,  bat  I  feel  every  confidence  that  yon  will  do  all  that  can 
be  done. 

I  wrote  to  Bichmond  to  ask  assistance  for  yon,  from  the  Navy,  if  pos- 
sible. I  have  had  no  reply.  Shonld  you  know  of  any  assistance  which 
conld  be  given  yon  had  better  write  direct  to  Bichmond  for  it,  and 
state  that  it  is  at  my  reqnest. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  are  again  on  oar  lefb.  They  presented  them- 
selves Tuesday  evening  at  Kelly's  Ford,  Bappahannock  Bridge,  and 
Beverly's  Ford  in  large  force.  Their  attempts  to  cross  the  river  have 
been  so  far  repulsed.  Stuart  thinks  the  movement  is  intended  to  cover 
a  change  of  base  or  some  other  operation  of  the  grand  army.  Nothing, 
however,  has  been  ascertained. 

Yesterday  three  gunboats  appeared  in  the  Bappahannock  below  Port 
Boyal,  and  are  reported  to  be  ascending  tiie  river.    Their  character, 
description,  and  intentions  are  not  yet  known. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  and  traly  yours, 

B.  B.  LBB, 

OmeraL 


Headquabtebs, 
Near  8uffoUcj  Va.^  AprU  17, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  favor  of 
the  13th.  1  regret  the  necessity  of  sending  troops  from  this  department 
to  South  Carolina,  and  still  think  that  we  should  .have  abundance  of 
time  for  such  re-enforcement  after  the  enemy  had  really  begun  his  attack. 
Wilmington  is  without  a  garrison,  yet  I  think  there  is  less  need  of  one 
there  than  at  any  other  point  in  the  command.  1  think  that  it  wUl  not 
be  attacked  at  all  unless  we  shut  up  the  troops  there  so  that  the  enemy 
cannot  get  at  us  anywhere  else.  One  regiment  I  think  enough  for  its 
garrison,  but  have  suggested  to  General  Hill  the  propriety  of  sending 
two  there. 

From  the  reports  in  newspapers  1  fear  that  some  anxiety  may  be  felt 
for  us  at  Suffolk.  We  have  not  fired  again  at  the  enemy's  stronghold 
nor  do  J  expect  to  do  so.  I  am  very  well  convinced  that  we  could  re- 
duce it  in  two  or  three  days,  but  doubt  if  we  can  fUSbrd  to  expend  the 
powder  and  ball.  To  take  it  by  assault  would  cost  us  3,000  men.  This 
would  be  less  excusable  than  the  other  mode.  There  is  but  one  other 
means— that  of  turning  it.  This  cannot  be  done  by  the  river  in  conse- 
quence of  the  gunboats  in  the  river.    On  our  right  it  could  be  done  by 
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taking  Norfolk,  but  we  oannot  hold  Norfolk  twenty-four  honrs  without 
the  aid  of  the  Navy  or  heavier  gons  than  we  now  have.  I  do  not  thiok 
that  we  should  have  mach  troable  getting  both  places  with  the  aid  of 
the  Bichmond.  Soffolk  would  surely  foil  if  the  Bichmond  would  only 
oome  down  and  anchor  in  the  month  of  theNansemond.  The  principtd 
object  of  the  expedition  was  to  draw  out  supplies  for  our  army.  I  shall 
confine  myself  to  this  Unless  I  find  a  fair  opportunity  for  something 
more.  The  reports  of  bacon  and  com  are  very  favorable  thus  for.  In 
some  instances  I  have  heard  of  bacon  being  bought  at  12^  cents  per 
pound.  General  Hill  is  expecting  the  enemy's  force  at  Charleston  to 
return  to  North  Carolina  and  make  their  operations  there.  It  looks  to 
me  more  sensible  for  the  enemy  than  South  Carolina. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutmant-Omerdlj  Oommandmg, 


Heabquabtebs,  April  17, 1863— 9  p.  m. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh,  Comfnanding^  dhe.: 

GEiniBAL:  Tour  note  of  7th  is  received.  I  regret  to  learn  that 
Lieutenant  Rogers  is  probably  captured.  I  hope  that  we  are  more 
troublesome  to  the  gunboats  than  they  are  to  us.  I  think  that  yoo  had 
better  send  the  whole  of  Colonel  Connally's  regiment  down  early  in  the 
morning.  The  long  guns  from  Fort  Powhatan  will  probably  be  ready 
the  day  after  to-morrow.  I  have  two  cavalry  companies  below  the 
Western  Branch,  which  ought  to  keep  off  the  Yankee  pickets.  Colonel 
Brown  is  at  Smithfield ;  I  will  order  him  down  to  the  Nansemoud. 
Tours,  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieut&nant-Oeneralj  ChmmaMing. 


Hbqbb.  Depabtment  of  Southebn  Vibginia, 

Petersburg^  Fa.,  April  17, 1863. 
[Mi^.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh:] 

Genebai.:  I  inclose  you  a  note*  from  Captain  Milligan,  to  hand  this 
morning,  as  I  cannot  attend  to  it  here,  and  he  is  by  this  time  nearer 
your  present  headquarters  than  these.  I  telegraphed  M%jor  Daves  last 
night  that  Colonel  Brown's  entire  command  had  lefb  Fort  Powhatan, 
probably  for  Smithfield,  as  M^or  Sorrel  ordered  six  companies  through 
Captain  liiely  to  move  at  once  with  Dabney's  battery  to  that  place.  I 
telegraphed  to  Fort  Powhatan  yesterday  to  know  if  the  four  companies 
liiul  moved,  and  learned  there  was  no  one  there,  when  I  went  to  see 
Captain  Kiely,  who  told  me  of  Major  Sorrel's  order  to  him.  I  hope 
there  is  no  mistake  about  this  matter,  and  the  four  companies  will  reach 
Franklin  in  good  time;  but  under  the  existing  state  of  affairs  I  cannot 
feel  myself  responsible  for  any  miscarriage  of  orders,  as  Colonel  Brown's 
command  cither  is  or  is  not  under  your  immediate  command.  No  news 
here  and  but  little  doing  in  the  office. 

Hoping  for  your  safe  and  speedy  return,  I  am,  yours,  sincerely, 

CHAS.  D.  MTEBS. 

P.  S. — I  sent  you  a  New  Tork  Herald  of  the  13th  instant  on  yester- 
day. 

'Not  firaoit 
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HBADQUABTSBBy 

Keair  Suffolk^  Fa.,  April  17, 1803—6^  p.  m. 
M%j.  Gen.  8.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Ocmmamdv^^  dkc.: 

General:  The  commancling  ii^neral  desires  me  to  say  that  yoa  may 
ase  the  North  Carolina  regiment  (Fifty-fifth)  of  General  Davis^  brigade 
on  the  river  for  the  protection  of  year  batteries.  I  am  jost  writing  to 
Colonel  Brown,  and  tell  him,  as  I  also  did  this  morning,  to  send  bis  fonr 
companies,  if  he  has  not  already  sent  them,  to  Franklin  by  the  nearest 
route.  The  balance  of  his  regiment  will  be  at  Smithfield  to-night.  The 
guns  are  behind;  he  will  wait  for  them  there. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectftilly, 

G.  MOXLET  SOBBEL, 
AstUta/ni  A^^^Uant-QmermL 


Headquarters  Army  of  Northern  Virginia, 

April  18, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  Wa/r: 

Sir:  An  officer  reported  to-day,  bringing  from  Captain  Pannill,  pro- 
vost-marshal of  Petersborg,  six  disloyal  citizens  of  North  Carolina,  cap- 
tured by  General  D.  H.  HilL  The  three  younger  ones  will  be  assigned 
to  die  North  Carolina  regiments,  as  conscripts,  by  yoor  order.  I  think 
it  would  be  better,  however,  to  send  them  somewhere  into  the  interior 
of  the  country.  They  will  be  worth  nothing  as  soldiers,  and  the  Jolli- 
ties for  desertion  to  the  enemy  are  very  great  here.  They  will  of  course 
carry  to  the  enemy  all  the  information  which  they  have  obtained  in 
North  Carolina,  Richmond,  and  elsewhere,  and  communicate  any  in- 
tended movement  of  this  army  of  which  they  may  chance  to  hear. 

There  have  already  been  fk»quent  desertions  from  the  North  Carolina 
regiments,  and  the  enemy  claim  that  many  have  come  to  them.  The 
three  men  who  are  over  the  conscript  age  I  will  send  back  by  the  train 
to-morrow,  as  they  are  evidently  notindudedin  your  order.  General  Hill 
states  that  he  will  send  the  charges  against  tliese  men  to  Petersburg. 
I  would  suggest  that  in  order  not  to  create  any  ill-feeling  it  might  h^ 
better  to  try  them  within  the  limits  of  the  State  frt)m  which  they  come. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  B.  IiBE, 

fffliiciriir 


War  Department,  C.  S.  A., 
Riekmmdj  Va.^  AprU  18, 1883. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstrbrt, 

Oammandingj  dbe. : 

General:  I  am  gratified  by  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  17tfa 
instant.  The  successfhl  repulse  of  the  enemy's  marine  attack  at  Char- 
leston appears  to  have  so  deranged  their  plans  and  discouraged  them 
that,  in  General  Beauregard's  opinion,  they  are  withdrawing  as  well  a 
portion  of  their  land  forces  as  their  iron-dads.  He  is  in  consequence 
returning  the  troops  sent  fh>m  Wilmington.  I  have  telegraphed  him 
in  doing  so  to  exchange  Cooke's  brigade  for  Evans',  retaining  the  latter 
and  sending  back  the  former.  Fearing  that,  baffled  at  Charleston^e 
enemy  might  seek  to  retrieve  his  disaster  by  a  sudden  attack  on  Wil- 
mington, I  have  not  ventured  to  stop  any  troops  moving  from  General 
Hill  to  re-enforce  General  Whiting,  until  assured  of  the  return  of  Cooke's 
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brigade.  When  that  is  restored^  any  troops  parted  witL  by  Gtoeral 
Hill  in  the  interim  might,  if  in  yoor  judgment  deemed  safe,  be  restored 
to  him. 

Tear  prooeedings  in  regard  to  Suffolk  are  deemed  Judicious  and  fhlly 
approved.  I  concur  in  thinking  the  object  not  worth  the  sacrifice  to  be 
entailed  by  an  attack.  I  regret  not  having  been  able  to  receive  the  co- 
operation of  the  Navy,  bot  the  President  has  not  deemed  it  wise  to  open 
the  obstructions  without  fuller  information  as  to  the  effect  on  1  he  remain 
ing  obstructions,  and  the  consequence  that  might  ensue  in  case  of  sudden 
attack.  The  subject  is  still  under  investigation  by  the  engineers,  and 
their  report  is  awaited  before  a  final  decision.  If  it  be  decided  to  send 
out  the  Bichmond,  you  shall  be  promptly  informed.  Meantime  it  is  not 
nnlikely  the  enemy  may  pour  in  re-enforcements  to  Suffolk  and  give  you 
some  chance  of  action  with  them  in  the  open  field.  They  are  greatiy 
agitated  and  alarmed  by  reports  of  the  operations  of  youself  and  General 
Hill.  The  main  object  of  your  expedition  is.  I  am  happy  to  believe,  being 
fully  accomplished.  It  will,  however,  be  difficult  for  you  to  bring  out 
with  dispatch  the  subsistence  supplies  you  can  command.  The  transpor- 
tation we  can  afford  is  lamentably  deficient  I  would  recommend  the  im- 
pressment of  all  wagons  on  both  sides  of  the  Blackwater,  with  their 
teams,  to  get  the  subsistence  supplies  to  a  safe  point  on  this  side.  I 
need  not,  however,  make  suggestions  on  the  subject,  as  doubtless  your 
own  attention,  with  fuller  information,  has  been  engaged  in  securing  the 
utmost  dispatch  and  efficiency  in  this  business. 
With  high  esteem,  very  truly,  yours, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 


HeADQUABTEBS  ABXT  of  KoBTHEBN  VlBOINLi, 

April  18, 1863. 

Lieut  Oen.  James  Longstbbbt, 

Oommandingj  Ae. : 

General:  Tour  provost-marshal  in  Petersburg  (Mr.  Pannill)  to-day 
forwarded  some  disloyal  North  Carolina  citizens  as  conscripts  to  this 
army,  on  a  suggestion  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  approved  by  yourself  and 
the  Secretary  of  War.  The  facilities  for  desertion  are  so  great  here  that 
these  men  cannot  be  kept  a  week.  They  will  be  worth  nothing  as  sol- 
diers and  will  convey  iJl  the  information  they  can  to  the  enemy.  Will 
it  not  be  better  always  to  try  disloyal  citizens  in  their  own  State,  in  order 
to  avoid  jars  and  all  ill-feeling  f  They  had  best  be  sent  to  the  interior 
somewhere,  as  they  will  do  us  but  litUe  harm,  unless  they  can  commu- 
nicate with  the  enemy.  Three  of  these  men  I  send  back,  as  they  are 
not  of  the  conscript  age. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LBB, 

QemmL 


HEADQUABTEBS,  4prtl  18,  18d3. 

Maj.  Oen.  S.  O.  Fbbnoh.  dmma/nding^  dte. : 

Gbneb AL :  It  is  a  question  with  me  whether  it  is  best  to  put  the  long 
guns  in  battery  below  Western  Branch  or  above  it  Please  give  me 
yoar  views. 

Most  respectftilly,  _ 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 

UeuUnant-Oenerai,  OammaMding. 
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Hbadquartebs. 
Kington^  N.  C.  AprU  18, 186^-2.30  p.  m. 
[M%i.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

General  :  Nothing  has  happened  since  last  night  The  enemy  hold 
Core  Greek  and  appear  to  be  at  work  there.  Their  force  would  reqaire 
all  mine  to  dislodge  them  qaickly  and  with  snccess.  The  move  was  to 
cover  a  more  general  one  this  evening  or  tomorrow,  or  it  may  be  a  feint. 
As  yoor  courier  told  me  you  would  be  here  this  evening  I  shall  delay 
any  action  until  you  arrive.  It  is  not  necessary  to  pass  the  regiment 
up.  I  have  a  telegram  from  Whiting  which  may  be  of  importance  to 
youy  and  has  had  weight  in  causing  me  to  defer  acting  until  yon  arrive. 
Very  respectfully, 

B.  BANSOM,  Jr., 
Brigadier'€hmeraL 

Headquarters  District  of  the  Gape  Fear, 

WilmiHfftan,  N.  0.,  AprU  18, 1863. 

GoL  T.  S.  Bhett,  Okkf  of  AriiOery,  Riehmandj  Va.: 

GoLbNEL :  Since  the  failure  of  the  reconnaissance  on  Gharleston  I  am 
inclined  to  think  they  may  try  this  place.  Ton  know  my  armament, 
though  much  improved,  is  still  greatly  inadequate.  I  beg  that  you  will 
do  all  in  your  power  to  increase  my  supply  of  8  and  10  inch  columbiads 
and  heavy  rifles  as  many  as  can  possibly  be  sent  me,  for  none  will  be 
superfluous  at  such  a  point  as  this.  I  should  be  much  pleased  if  you 
would  come  down  here  and  assure  yourself  both  of  the  nature  of  the 
problem  of  defense  here  and  the  necessities  I  have.  The  heavy  calls  <m 
the  Department  for  other  places  have  diverted  many  of  the  guns  in- 
tended for  me.  I  think  we  can  now  be  supplied.  I  would  not  be  so 
urgent  were  it  practicable  for  me  to  obstruct  Uie  harbor  entrances.  That, 
however,  may  be  regarded  as  out  of  the  question,  and  hence  we  must 
obtain  the  most  formidable  concentration  of  fire  possible.  Both  Forts 
Caswell  and  Fisher  should  have  Brooke  rifles  in  addition  to  columbiads. 
I  can  make  good  use  of  ten  or  twelve  32-pounder  iron  l^ds,  many  of 
my  32-pounders  being  nnbanded  and  therefore  not  reliable.  Please 
when  you  send  guns  to  send  with  them  at  least  100  rounds. 

Very  respectfttlly,  

W.  H.  G.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-OeMroL 

April  19, 188a. 
M%j.  [L.  M.]  Shtticaker: 

I  will  have  the  matter  of  forage  attended  to.  I  hope  you  may  suc- 
ceed in  sinking  those  infernal  gunboats  that  have  shown  no  considera- 
tion for  women  or  children.  If  you  cripple  one  and  can  use  the  field 
batteries  against  her  do  so.  I  felt  too  ill  from  the  medicine  I  took  to 
come  down  this  morning.  Keep  me  advised. 
Yours,  truly, 

S.  G.  FBENGH, 
Majar-Omerdlf  Oammamdimg. 

Headquarters,  April  19, 1883. 
Major  Shuhaker: 

Let  me  know  what  is  the  result  of  the  heavy  cannonade  now  going  on. 
Show  this  to  Golonel  Gonnally  and  have  him  post  his  regiment  to  lepd 
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any  landing  of  infimtry  against  the  batteries.  They  had  better  move 
down  near  the  battury  of  StribUng'B.  The  oonntersign  is  '<  Morgan "  for 
to-night 

Yours,  troly, 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 
Majar'Omk0raXy  Cammandimg. 


Headquabtebs  Gabnett's  Bbigadb, 

Near  OreenviUe,  N.  0.,  April  19, 1863. 

[M%}.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Gekbbal:  I  shall  move  with  all  the  haste  possible,  bat  no  ronte  was 
indicated,  and  I  have  to  make  inquiries  aboot  the  best  route,  arrange 
about  rations,  &c  I  am  ignorant  of  the  country  and  where  supplies 
could  be  obtained  if  I  left  with  an  insufficient  quantity.  My  supply 
train  was  at  Pactolus  when  I  got  your  order,  and  that  could  oiJy  r^oin 
me  late  this  afternoon. 

With  many  kind  wishes  for  your  success, 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotf&lly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

R.  B.  GARNBTT, 
Brigadier-Oeneralj  Oominanding, 


Hbadquabtebs,  April  19, 1863. 

M%i.  Oen.  8.  O.  French,  Oammamdiing^  die. : 

Oenebal  :  The  two  guns  from  Powhatan  have  not  yet  arrived.  I  am 
expecting  to  hear  of  their  arrival  at  Smithfield  every  hour.  I  do  not 
know  if  diey  had  not  better  be  placed  near  Bmithfleld,  on  the  James,  to 
prevent  transports  passing  up.  should  the  enemy  take  a  notion  to  send 
troops  from  the  Army  of  Uie  Potomac  Turn  the  whole  matter  over  in 
your  mjnd  and  let  me  know  what  you  think  best. 
Most  respeotftdly, 

JAMES  L0N08TREET, 
LielUmumt'€^enerdlJ  Oomma$id4ng. 


Hbadquabtebs,  April  19, 1863. 

M%i.  Oen.  8.  G.  Fbenoh,  OamnuxndiHgj  dko. : 

Genebal:  Tour  note  and  inclosure  are  received.  Please  let  me 
know  the  result  of  the  furious  cannonade  now  going  on  as  soon  as  you 
learn.  Have  you  the  regiment  of  infantry  so  placed  as  to  support  the 
batteries  in  time  should  the  enemy  attempt  to  land  an  infan^  force 
against  them  f  1  have  ordered  more  ammunition  for  the  large  guns. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LOKGBTKEET, 
LieuteMmt-Oenerdl^  Commanding. 

Please  onler  the  gunners  of  Gapt  JD.  L.]  Smooths  [Alexandria  Light 
Artillery,  Ya.]  to  fire  with  great  deliberation  and  care. 
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flSADQUARTKRSy  AptU  19,  1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Frbnoh,  Oommanding^  die. : 

General  :  General  Hood  has  moved  a  brigade  down  to  where  the 
battery  was.  It  will  be  better  not  to  move  any  more  tnwps  in  the 
darkness. 

Most  respectfnlly, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET. 

Try  and  ascertain  as  soon  as  possible  the  circnmstanoes  and  why  the 
North  Carolina  regiment  was  not  at  the  support  of  the  battery.  Yonr 
note  is  received.  I  think  that  yon  had  better  hnny  down.  Robertson's 
brigade  is  on  the  way  via  Norfleet's  house.  General  Hood  can  advise 
von  of  the  route  it  took. 


Hbabquarters,  April  19, 1863. 

MaJ.  Qen.  S.  G.  Frbnoh,  Commanding,  Ac.: 

General:  General  Hood  writes  me  that  General  Law  sends  him 
word  that  the  enemy  landed  below  the  battery  and  charged  it.  I  fear 
that  our  infantry  has  not  been  doing  its  duty  properly.  Please  ascer- 
tain the  facts  in  the  case  and  apply  the  remedy.  If  it  is  true  that  the 
enemy  is  on  this  side  he  should  be  driven  into  the  river.  General  Hood 
has  ordered  General  Bobertson's  brigade  down.  If  you  need  it  you  had 
better  send  Davis'  brigade  also  and  have  the  infantry  so  placed  in 
fhtore  as  to  guard  against  any  such  contingency.  I  am  fearfhl  that 
some  such  attempt  may  be  made  at  the  other  batteries. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
1AelliUnami'€^€n0ralJ  (hw^mamding. 


HEABQXTARTBRSy 

Near  SuffoUcj  Va.^  April  19, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon,  Secretary  of  War : 

Sir  :  From  present  appearances  we  shall  be  occupied  some  two  weeks 
longer  in  drawing  off  the  supplies  from  the  counties  east  of  the  Chowan. 
If  die  Richmond  would  pass  the  obstructions  she  would  be  of  great 
service  by  being  in  position  to  threaten  any  move  that  the  enemy  might 
be  inclined  to  make  toward  my  rear.  If  the  enemy  knew  that  she  was 
outside  of  the  obstructions  he  would  not  venture  within  her  reach.  I 
do  not  desire  that  she  should  move  down  the  river  at  all. 

I  am  somewhat  apprehensive  that  if  we  should  prove  to  be  very 
troublesome  here  the  enemy  may  move  a  considerable  force  from  the 
Army  of  the  Potomac  in  behind  me.  I  have  no  great  dread  of  any  force 
that  may  come  in  my  frx>nt,  but  a  move  on  my  flank  may  compel  me  to 
retire.  I  believe  that  we  are  doing  very  well  in  draw'ng  ki  supplies,  but 
some  difficulty  exists  in  consequence  of  having  too  many  purchasers  in 
the  field.  The  citizens  at  flrat  agreed  that  50  cents  was  enough  for 
their  bacon,  but  some  agents  of  the  Commissary-General  have  come  over 
and  are,  I  understand,  giving  $1.  So  we  are  obliged  now  to  pay  75 
cents,  and  I  suppose  that  it  will  advance  to  II  in  a  few  days. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONQSTBEET, 
LieuUmant-Oenerdly  Commanding. 

P.  S.— The  enemy's  troops  from  the  counties  south  of  this  are  reported 
to  have  fled  to  Boanoke  Island. 
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PBTBB8BUB0,  YA.,  4pH2  19,  1863. 

Mty.  Gen.  8.  6.  FBBNOH9  dmdg.  Department  of  Virginia : 

General  :  I  received  your  order  of  the  15th  instant  to  abandon  the 
line  of  signals  from  Fort  Powhatan  to  Smithfield,  at  ilog  Island,  on  the 
16th  instant  at  2.30  p.  m..  and  started  at  once  for  Ivor,  where  I  fonnd 
Captain  Small  had  alreaay  preceded  me.  The  work  is  very  heavy  along 
the  line  of  railroad  in  erecting  stations.  Added  to  that,  onr  resoarces 
are  limited,  and  the  line  is  not  as  efficient  as  it  could  be  made  had  we 
glasses.  We  onght  to  have  two  glasses  at  each  intermediate  station. 
As  it  is  now  we  have  but  one,  and  hard  work  to  get  them  at  that.  My 
reconnaissance  along  the  line  of  James  Biver  has  been  thorough  and 
complete,  and  I  think  the  line  will  be  very  serviceable  when  located  to 
communicate  to  Smithfleld  should  we  keep  a  force  there.  I  return  in 
the  morning  to  Ivor,  and  if  the  line  is  completed  from  there  to  General 
Longstreet's  headquarters  I  will  at  once  proceed  to  again  locate  posts 

on  the  James  Biver  as  far  as  Boykins'  old (Fort  Boy  kins),  just 

above  the  mouth  of  Pagan  Greek  and  about  3  miles  from  Smiti^field, 
which  can  be  supplied  l^  vedette,  the  woods  and  the  character  of  the 
country  generally  precluding  all  possibility  of  running  a  line  of  signals 
direct  to  Smithfield  unless  we  had  undisputed  possession  of  the  river 
and  the  creek  (by  James  Biver  and  Pagan  Greek). 

I  find  Hog  Island  a  dehghtfhl  pasturage  for  1,000  horses,  the  clover 
now  upon  it  being  ankle-deep ;  also  herd-grass  and  timothy.  Would 
it  not  be  well  enough  to  place  a  guard  upon  it  and  put  our  broken-down 
horses  there  to  recui)erate  f  All  through  Surry,  I^eof  Wight,  Sussex, 
and  Prince  George  where  I  have  been  is  scarce  of  forage  and  high. 

Please  send  me  written  instructions  what  you  desire  me  to  do.  and 
order  me  in  detail  what  you  desire  should  be  done.  The  work  of  cut- 
ting out  is  very  heavy,  and  I  would  mostrespectfolly  suggest  that  some 
company  be  ordered  to  report  to  me  to  act  as  guard  to  exposed  posts 
and  pioneers. 

Tour  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  MILLIGAN, 
Oaptainj  Chmdg.  I,  8.  0.  {Independent  Signal  Oerj^s  f  ]• 


Headquabtbbs,  April  20, 1863. 

Mi^.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Oemmandingj  dse. : 

Gbrbbal:  Tour  note  per  courier  is  received  just  after  daydawn. 
Have  a  careful  examination  of  the  enemy  made  and  let  me  know  his 
dispositions  as  soon  as  possible.    I  shall  be  prepared  to  re-enforce  you 
if  the  enemy  is  inclined  to  give  battle  below. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONOSTBEBT, 
Lieutenant-OenercUy  Commanding. 


Hbadquabtebs,  April  20, 1863. 

M%ior-General  Fbbnoh,  Oemmandingy  dbo. : 

Genebal  :  From  what  Captain  Clarke  says  of  the  creek  on  your  right 
it  would  be  much  easier  to  make  a  ford  there  than  a  bridge.    Please 
have  it  examined  and  attended  tr  as  soon  as  possible. 
Yours,  respectfhll^, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEBT, 
Lieutenamt-C^enerdly  Oommandimg. 
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Hbadquabtbbs  Pbttiobb^s  Bbioads, 

EookerUm^  N.  0.,  April  20, 1803—12  m. 
Maj.  Qrea.  D.  H.  Hell: 

Gbnbbal  :  Tours  of  7  o'clock  this  morning  is  jnst  received.  A  half 
hoPT  before  I  recelTcd  a  note  from  General  Daniel,  dated  yesterday,  con- 
taining the  same  information.  As  I  hear  nothing  from  him  today  I  sap- 
pose  t£e  Yankees  are  not  serious.  I  am  20odd  miles  from  GreenTille. 
If  J  am  to  support  Greenville  and  Kinston  it  is  absolutely  necessary  that 
the  depot  commissaries  at  these  two  points  should  have  enough  to  issue 
to  troops  arriving,  for  iu  this  country  it  is  utterly  impossible  to  support 
troops  while  they  are  marching.  I  have  just  received  a  report  that  there 
is  nothing  at  Kinston.  The  weather  is  very  hard  on  troops  on  tiie 
march,  and  it  is  trying  them  too  hard  to  add  hunger  to  their  other  suf- 
ferings. I  think  that  General  Robertson  should  be  ordered  to  establish 
the  necessary  courier  lines.  There  must  be  maps  of  this  country.  I 
have  some  of  the  north  of  the  Tar  and  south  of  the  Neuse  but  none  be- 
tween.   Please  order  your  engineer  to  have  a  copy  made  and  sent  to  me. 

I  received  your  letter  about  the  Seventeenth  [North  Carolina]  some 
time  after  it  was  written,  but  I  was  unable'  to  learn  their  whereabouts 
until  I  received  your  note  of  this  morning.  M^jor  Haskell  having 
no  orders  I  brought  him  and  one  battery  with  me:  the  remainder  was 
left  behind  with  Generals  Daniel  and  Gamett  I  nave  just  ordered  his 
tottery  back  to  G^ieral  DanieL 

Very  respectfrilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PBTTIGEBW, 

BrigadAer-QmieraL 

Headquabtbbs, 
KimUm^  N.  0.,  AprU  20, 1863—6  a.  m. 
[M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill  :] 

Genebal:  Tour  note  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  I  shall  at  once 
set  to  work  to  fortify  Southwest  Creek,  as  I  presume  you  mean  that 
stream.  Batchelder's  Creek  is  only  10  miles  from  New  Berne.  The  en- 
emy was  quiet  yesterday.  Now  that  they  find  their  move  on  the  north 
side  was  fruitless  I  presume  they  will  be  for  trying  the  old  route,  Mar- 
tin's regiment  and  Moore^s  batt^  arrived  late  yesterday.  Shall  I  keep 
them  heref  I  suppose  they  can  be  of  as  much  service  here  as  anywhere 
else. 

Yours,  truly. 

R.  RANSOM,  Jr., 
Brigaiier-OmkeraL 

Hbadqxtabtbrs, 
Heair  BuffiDlkj  Fa.,  AprU  20, 1863. 

Mai.  ^D*  3*  ^*  Fbbnoh,  Cammandingy  Ac  : 

General  :  I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  desire  of  the 
commanding  general  that  you  forward  with  as  little  delay  as  practica- 
ble a  report  of  the  affiair  yesterday,  involving  the  capture  of  Striblingfa 
battery. 

I  am,  general,  very  respeotfrdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLBY  SOBBBL, 
A9iiita$U  A^j^Uamt-OemermL 
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Hbadquabtbbs, 
W^mingUm,  N.  0.,  April  20, 1863. 
Hou.  James  A.  Sebbon. 

Secretary  of  War^  Richmond,  Va. : 

Sir  :  The  circumstauces  developed  in  the  late  eDgagement  between 
the  monitors  und  batteries  at  Charleston  have  confirmed  me  in  certain 
opinions  treated  in  my  report  on  the  defenses  of  this  place,  especially 
as  regards  Fort  Caswell.  If  yon  will  refer  to  that  report  under  the  sec- 
tion treating  of  Fort  Caswell  and  the  lower  harbor  yon  will  see  that  I 
stiougly  recommend  as  auxiliary  to  Fort  Caswell  the  occnpation  of 
Smithvillo  both  by  troops  and  gnns  to  prevent,  as  there  nrged,  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  enemy  in  the  harbor.  I  would  modify  this  only  to 
press  the  point  still  further  by  recommending  a  powerful  permanent 
battery  at  Smithville.  This  I  am  constructing,  and  I  only  write  to  the 
Department  now  to  endeavor  to  obtain  the  most  powerful  guns  for  it. 
Glancing  at  the  maps  you  will  see  the  range  of  the  proposed  battery  op- 
posite Battery  Island,  and  that  it  would  cover  the  channel  there  besides 
materially  aiding  Fort  Caswell  should  the  monitors  endeavor  to  pass 
the  fort  and  take  position  inside  to  act  on  the  reverse  of  our  defenses. 
I  should  want  guns  that  would  be  formidable  to  iron-dads  and  which 
could  render  the  anchorage  unsafe  for  them.  These  should  be  Brooke 
giiii8 — rifled  428  or  8  or  10  inch  columbiads.  In  addition  to  the  position 
at  Smithville  I  shall  occupy  with  a  battery  (see  maps)  a  high  bluff  at 
the  mouth  of  Price's  Creek.  This  would  have  a  strong  fire  on  the  Nar- 
rows, a  difficult  passage  in  the  channel  shown  by  the  shoal  soundings 
on  the  map  opposite  Price's  Creek,  besides  controlling  the  anchorage 
above  Smithville.  Farther  up  the  river,  at  the  point  immediately  above 
Governor's  Creek,  I  would  place  another  battery  for  action  upon  the 
eastiTu  anchorage.  These  works,  constmcted  of  sand,  I  am  sure  would 
require  land  forces  on  the  part  of  the  enemy  to  reduce  them  and  would 
be  of  the  utmost  importance  to  us  in  the  event  of  a  forced  entrance  into 
the  harbor.    The  only  difficulty  will  be  in  procuring  the  gnns. 

Recollect  the  problem  of  obstructions  here  is  one  very  difficult  of  so- 
lution, if  not  impracticable,  and  our  main  reliance  must  be  on  our  bat- 
teries. You  know  we  have  an  armament  here  vastly  less  powerful  than 
that  at  Charleston.  The  place  itself  is  little  less  important  to  us;  is 
far  more  so  than  ^avannah  or  any  unoccupied  seaport.  I  hope  I  may  be 
able  to  obtain  at  least  eight  or  ten  more  powerful  guns.  Heretofore  I 
have  been  driving  at  the  strengthening  of  our  outer  works  first  Those 
are  still  deficient  in  heavy  guns,  but  are  much  stronger  than  they  were. 

The  importance  of  holding  the  outer  harbor  here  is  so  very  great  that 
I  must  be  excust'd  ibr  continuing  to  press  this  matter.  It  involves  both 
Caswell  and  Fisher,  all  our  importation  of  arms  through  this  place,  as 
well  perliai)s  us  the  place  itself,  and  nothing  should  be  left  undone  that 
can  be  done. 

Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-  OeneraL 

[IbdorMmeiii.] 

It  is  not  possible  to  defend  Wilmington  with  its  present  inadequate 
armament.  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  forces  are  being  withdrawn 
ftt>m  Charleston  to  support  Foster.  Wilmington  and  the  railroad  will 
be  the  next  Yankee  move. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Mmfor-Oeneral. 
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Bbioadb  Hbadqxtabtbbs, 
IHasound  Bridge^  Va^  AprU  20, 1863— 2L30  p.  m. 

H%jor- General  Elzbt,  Oammandingy  Ae. : 

Oenbbal  :  My  infantir  and  artillery  have  reached  here  within  this 
hour.  I  delayed  to  get  long  forage,  which  is  very  scarce  in  this  sec- 
tion, and  have  effect^  mnch  good  in  assisting  the  citizens  of  Williams* 
burg  in  removing  their  persons  and  effects  from  the  reach  of  the  enemy. 
The  Yankee  rascals  tiied  to  throw  the  hospital  on  my  hands  to  embar- 
rass and  pump  me  as  to  my  pnrpose  of  permanent  occupation.  I  de- 
clined to  have  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  they  retired  their  superin- 
tendent, nurses,  &c.  I  then  gave  it  up  to  the  State  civil  anthorities, 
who,  by  my  counsel,  obtained  from  them  ten  days'  provisions  without 
compromising  our  dignity  or  claiming  from  them  any  protection.  I  will 
send  to  Governor  Letcher,  through  you,  copies  of  all  the  correspondence 
as  soon  as  1  return  to  Chaffin's  Slufll  Ton  may  assure  the  Governor 
that  the  patients  will  not  suffer,  as  I  know  they  will  take  charge  of  the 
asylum  again  now  that  1  have  retired.  I  could  not  draw  them  ont  of 
their  intrenchments.  They  made  no  move,  and  I  left  all  quiet,  though 
they  were  in  the  last  two  or  three  days  considerably  re-enforced.  I 
have  picketed  the  cavalry  in  two  lines — an  inner  and  outer  line,  the 
latter  running  across  from  the  Ghickahominy  to  James  Biver  Church, 
below  Oentreville :  thence  to  Centreville:  thence  to  the  Six  Mile  Ordi- 
nary, and  to  a  fork  in  the  Telegraph  roaa  below ;  thence  to  the  cross- 
roads at  Deneufville's  store  ]  thence  to  Austin's  store;  thence  to  Albert 
Hankins',  on  the  York  Biver  \  the  inner  line  running  from  Bush's  Mill 
to  Mrs.  Figgott's  gate;  thence  to  Garretfs  gate;  thence  to  Bi<^ard- 
son's  lane,  and  thence  to  Mount  Folly,  on  the  York  Biver.  Established 
a  depot  for  forage  and  Colonel  Shingler's  headquarters  at  Hickoi-y  Neck 
Academy,  extending  the  quarters  thence  to  Burnt  Ordinary  and  Olive 
Branch  Chnrch. 

Before  I  leave  for  Chaffin's  I  will  move  the  cavalry  headquarters  up 
to  Barhamsville  and  draw  in  the  pickets  across  fi'om  Albert  Hankins'. 
on  York  Biver,  west  bank  of  Scimmino  Creek,  to  Whitaker's  Mill,  ana 
thence  across  to  Bush's  Mill  and  the  Ghickahominy. 

Bodgers'  cavalry  have  scarcely  any  men  besides  couriers  for  duty, 
from  desertion  to  the  enemy.  They  cannot  be  trusted  for  any  duty, 
and  Doby's  and  Hawley's  companies  barely  supply  their  places  in  num- 
ber, and  the  necessity  for  Hawley  here  leaves  tiie  Ghickahominy  with- 
out pickets  on  the  Charles  City  side.  I  beg  you  to  take  the  Holoombe 
Legion  and  Bobertson's  battalion  away  and  to  restore  to  me  my  old 
regiment  of  cavalry,  which  I  raised  and  mustered  (the  Tenth  Virginia 
Cavalry^,  with  one  company  (the  James  City  Cavaliy,  belonging  to  the 
Fifth  Virginia  Cavalry)  added.  Thus  I  could  have  good  men,  familiar 
with  the  paths  of  James  City,  York,  Charles  City,  Kew  Kent,  and  Hen- 
rico. The  present  strangers  to  our  roads  need  guides  to  every  post 
I  have  saved  the  records  of  York,  Warwick,  and  Elizabeth  City  Coun- 
ties and  forwarded  them  to  yon  to  be  handed  over  to  Ctovemor  Letcher 
for  safe-keopinf^.  It  is  important  I  should  know  how  long  I  am  to  re- 
main here,  as,  if  long,  my  men  must  send  for  changes  of  clothing.  I 
await  your  orders,  and  am,  very  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OmermL 
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Hbadquabtbrs  Bbigade, 

HoohsrUm^  April  20,  18G3. 
Mf^.  Gen.  D.  B.  Hill: 

Gbhbbal  :  Not  knowing  what  to  do  with  M%|or  Haskell  I  ordered 
him  to  accompany  ne.  He  bean  this  himself  to  receive  your  orders. 
In  addition  to  my  two  batteries,  he  has  another  here  and  yon  have 
ordered  Oaptain  Moore's.  To  command  this  battalion,  it  would  be  very 
agreeable  to  me  if  yon  woald  assign  him  tome.  In  that  event  Gaptain 
McOreery  should  be  assigned  to  other  dul^,  as  his  rank  is  inferior  to 
some  of  the  officers  he  commands. 

Would  it  not  be  proper  for  Qeneral  Bobertson  to  establish  a  line  of 
couriers  between  this  place  and  Kinston  f 
Very  truly,  your  obedient  servant. 

J.  J.  PBTTIOBBW, 

Brigadier-Omeral 

Ohablbston  S.  0.,  April  20, 1863 

Maj.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Oold$boroughj  N.  0. : 

Ko  troops  or  iron-dads  have  lefb  here  to  support  Foster  as  yet 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


GOLDSBOBOUGH,  K.  0.,  April  20, 1863. 
General  G.  T.  Bbaubboabd,  Charleston : 

Gbmebal  :  For  the  last  four  weeks  I  have  been  around  Washington 
and  Kew  Berne  with  three  objects  in  view :  To  harass  the  Yankees,  to 
get  out  supplies  from  the  low  country,  and  to  make  a  diversion  in  your 
favor.  In  the  first  two  objects  we  succeeded  admirably,  whipping  the 
enemy  in  every  skirmish  and  fight.  Washington  was  closely  besieged 
for  sixteen  days,  but  they  succeeded  in  getting  two  supply  boats  into 
town,  furnishing  about  twenty  days'  rations  to  the  garrison.  I  then 
abandoned  the  siege. 

1  have  failed  to  get  information  from  New  Berne  for  some  days.  The 
usual  channel  of  communication  is  cut  off,  and  I  am  very  much  in  the 
dark  as  to  what  is  going  on.  My  last  information  was  that  a  brigade  had 
gone  up  from  Morehead  City.  This  must  have  come  from  Charleston. 
I  send  Captain  West  specially  to  you  to  ascertain  whether  any  troops 
have  lefb  your  point.  1  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  rascals  have  aban- 
doned all  idea  of  attacking  Charleston  and  that  Wilmington  will  be 
their  next  move.  Should  this  be  so  I  hope  that  you  will  be  able  to  give 
us  back  our  North  Carolina  troops.  We  have  now  but  four  brigades  in 
the  State.  I  have  rejoiced  greatly  at  your  success,  and  trust  that  you 
may  continue  to  ei^joy  the  smiles  of  a  protecting  God.  Our  hope  must 
be  in  Him. 

Tours,  truly, 

1>.  H.  HILL, 
MaJar-OeneraL 

Hbadquabtebs,  April  20, 1863. 
M^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Comdg.  District  of  North  Carolina,  Goldsborough : 

Gbnebal:  I  inclose  you  M^jor  Kennedy's  report,  and  also  letter  from 
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Golonel  Griffin,  together  with  oommmiioatioD  from  Lieatenant  Hairie, 
whom  I  sent  down  to  inspect  the  ooorier  line.* 

The  condact  of  Captain  Nichols'  company  on  two  different  oocasions 
has  been  disgracefcil  in  the  extreme,  and  I  most  either  have  aathority 
to  appoint  competent  officers  to  this  and  other  companies  in  GriffinPs  as 
well  as  Claiborne's  regiments,  or  the  companies  req  airing  them  must  be 
disbanded.  It  is  not  entirely  the  fault  of  the  men,  and  I  feel  sore  with 
proper  commanders  I  woald  not  again  be  subjected  to  the  mortiflcation 
and  disgust  occasioned  by  the  misbehavior  and  cowardice  of  these  men, 
who  have  been  taught  nothing  by  their  officers  unless  it  be  to  ran  from 
the  enemy.  The  proceedings  of  boards  of  examination  forwarded  to 
Richmond  have  never  been  heard  from  and  probably  never  will  be.  In 
such  cases  (I  mean  where  officers  are  found  incompetent  and  inefficient) 
please  inform  me  what  I  must  do  when  no  action  is  taken  by  higher 
authority. 

Nichols  has  tendered  his  resignation  and  his  other  officers  are  incom- 
petent. Can  I  not  appoint  officers  to  this  company  f  I  should  like  to 
put  Captain  Wright  in  command  of  it  at  once.  Situated  as  I  am  I 
should  be  permitted  to  act  promptly  when  occasion  requires,  and  I 
should  like  to  be  informed  if  you  will  sustain  me  in  taking  the  steps 
necessary  to  place  these  two  regiments  in  a  state  of  efficiency  without 
loss  of  time— without  waiting  to  hear  from  the  Department  at  Richmond. 
In  case  all  the  officers  of  a  company  are  worthless  the  power  to  appoint 
is  admitted ;  but  the  action  of  the  Department  is  first  necessary  as  re- 
gards those  reported  incompetent  If  nothing  is  ever  heard  from  their 
decision  surely  no  charge  can  be  made  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  law.    I  send  the  small  courier  as  requested. 

With  the  mounted  men  of  the  three  disbanded  companies  I  am  form- 
ing a  company  of  couriers  as  arranged.  If  upon  examination  they  do 
not  appear  sufficiently  intelligent  I  shfdl  substitute  it  for  one  of  Glai- 
bom^s  more  suitable  for  such  duty.  Unless  you  object  I  shall  relieve 
Captain  Pitt  and  order  Colonel  Griffin  to  take  charge  of  that  line  as 
heretofore.  It  is  very  important  that  Claiborne's  whole  regiment  should 
be  disciplined. 

Owing  to  the  scarcity  of  forage  and  the  arrival  of  Pettigrew's  brigade 
I  shall  have  to  move  in  a  few  days.  Where  shall  I  go  f  As  soon  as  I 
can  straighten  the  command  I  now  have  here,  finish  with  an  examining 
board  now  in  session,  &c.^  I  shall  report  to  (General  Longstreet,  as  i 
presume  Ferebee  is  on  his  way  to  Blackwater,  although  you  did  not 
tell  me. 

Please  answer  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Very  resi>ectfnlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  ROBERTSON, 
Brigadier-Cfeiieralj  Commanding  Cavalry. 


Wab  Depabtmbnt,  Enghveeb  Bxtbbau,  0.  S.  A., 

Bidmondj  Va.y  April  20,  ISdS. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  I  have  the  honor  to  make  the  following  report  as  suggested  bj 
His  Excellency  the  President,  and  requested  by  you  in  a  recent  indorse- 
ment oil  a  communication  by  the  honorable  Secretary  of  the  Navy,t  re- 

*  Not  found.  '.  Of  April  10, 1S63,  p.  976. 
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qoestiiig  that  on  opening  be  made  in  the  James  Biver  obstmctlons  at 
Drewiy's  Bluff  for  the  passage  of  the  0.  8.  steamer  Bichmond. 

Gol.  W  H.  Stevens,  chief  of  constmction  department  of  Northern 
Virginia,  in  a  recent  letter  to  this  Bureau,  ttfter  carefnl  examination  and 
consideration,  expresses  the  opinion  that  a  satisfactory  opening  for  the 
passage  of  vessels  may  be  made  in  ten  days.  While  this  opinion  as  to 
time  seems  rather  too  sanguine,  I  think  it  clear,  however,  that  the  un- 
dertaking is  not  one  necessarily  requiring  much  delay  for  its  realization. 

This  opening  can  be  so  arranged  as  to  be  closed  on  short  notice  by 
sinking  a  vessd  at  its  lower  extremity  and  keeping  ready  at  points  highei 
up  rara  for  the  same  purpose.  The  barrier,  however,  will  be  neither 
so  perfect  nor  so  safe  after  as  before  the  completion  of  the  ojiening. 

I  do  not  think  it  advisable  to  cut  a  canal  through  the  low  grounds  on 
account  of  the  treacherous  nature  of  the  soil.  Such  a  canal,  by  the  in- 
fluence of  successive  freshets,  might  enlarge  to  dangerous  dimensions. 

In  conclusion,  considering  the  fact  that  there  are  two  bars  in  James 
Biver  between  Drewry*s  Bluff  and  City  Point  over  which  the  Bichmond 
can  pass  only  in  time  of  freshets,  and  ftirther  that  her  machinery  and 
speed  are  so  defective,  1  most  respectfully  but  earnestly  represent  that 
it  will  be  Judicious  to  make  an  ojiening  in  the  James  Biver  obstructions 
only  when  a  second  ironclad  is  on  the  eve  of  completion. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  F.  GILMEB, 
OoUmel  o/Ungineeri  and  Chitf  of  Burmm. 


\Jadmtnmt,] 

The  view  in  relation  to  the  propriety  of  waiting  for  an  additional  iron- 
clad vessel  is  concurred  in. 

J.  D. 


HSADQUABTBBS  ARMY  OF  NOBTHEBN  YlBOHflA, 

April  21, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Bbddon. 

Secretary  of  War^  BMmondj  Va. : 

Snt:  I  have  Just  received  a  letter  from  General  Longstreet,  dated  the 
20th  instant,  stating  that  the  enemy  crossed  below  Hill's  Point  on  the 
evening  of  the  19th ;  attacked  and  captured  Stribling's  battery  at  that 
point  operating  against  the  gunboats.  He  again  expresses  a  desire  that 
the  Bichmond  would  only  show  herself  in  the  James  Biver,  and  thinks 
that  alone  would  strengthen  his  left  by  10,000  men.  I  do  not  know  that 
anything  can  be  done  by  the  Navy  and  only  express  his  wishes. 
I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  E).  UESB, 

Oeneral. 


Headquabtebs,  April  21,  1863. 

M^j.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh,  Oammanding: 

General  :  The  commanding  general  desires  to  know  what  arrange- 
ments or  dispositions  you  have  made  for  watching  the  gunboats  or 
other  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  river.    If  you  have  made  none  he 
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wiahos  yon  to  take  Btepsatonoe  to  have  them  oarefhUyobBerred.  Hm 
last  report  that  we  have  from  the  river  ia  that  Geueral  Hood  is  in  po«- 
sesaion  of  the  old  fort 

I  am,  general,  very  reapeotftilly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBlEmii, 
Aaiitamt  Ai(fiaaMt'O0mmrmL 

HBA]>QirABTBR8,  ApfU  21, 186S. 
Ml^.  O.   MOXLBT  SOBBBL, 

AsHitant  AiffuUmt-Oenerdl: 

Dbab  Snt:  I  am  in  reoeipt  of  yonr  oommnnieatlon  asking  what  ar- 
rangements or  dispositions  I  have  made  for  watching  the  gnnboats  or 
other  movements  of  the  enemy  on  the  river.  When  the  lientenant- 
general  commanding  placed  the  artillery  nnder  my  orders  I  foond  a 
battery  in  Henry's  work  and  another  at  Hill's  Point,  and  I  placed  the 
two  heavy  gnns  in  a  work  which  I  caused  to  be  erected.  The  general 
is  aware  that  the  ^ns  at  Hill's  Point  were  taken  by  the  enemy,  and 
that  Bradford's  gnns  were  ordered  by  (General  Hood  to  be  withdrawn 
last  night,  and  that  he  ordered  the  heavy  gnns  to  Providence  Ohorcfa. 
The  only  infantry  force  that  belonged  to  my  command  was  the  fifty- 
liftLi  North  Carolina  Troops,  which  he  ordered  down  there  to  support 
the  batteries,  and  that  has  been  orderod  back  to  its  brigade.  I  had  a 
few  sharpshooters  down  on  the  Western  Branch  of  the  KansemoikL 
but  those  I  ordered  back,  thinking  it  unnecessary  to  keep  such  a  amaU 
force  on  the  left  of  General  Hood,  whose  line  extends  to  near  by  its 
month.  When  the  general  ordered  the  heavy  gnns  to  Providence 
Church  I  took  it  for  granted  he  designed  them  for  other  service.  Inas- 
much as  the  troops  of  General  Hood  extended  to  Hill's  Point  I  did  not 
think  the  watching  of  the  movements  of  the  enemy  devolved  on  me. 
I  will  thank  the  general  to  state  what  should  be  the  number  and  char- 
acter of  the  forces  he  wishes  me  to  send  there,  and  if  he  wishes  it  done 
to-night,  and  I  will  order  them  at  once.  As  I  observed,  General  Hood^ 
forces  extend  to  the  mouth  of  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Kansemond 
Biver. 

Tours,  very  respectftdly, 

a  G.  FBBNOH, 
Mafar-€h9^erdlj  C&mmamUm§. 

Hbadquabtebs,  April  21|  188^—11.15  p.  m. 

M%j.  Gen.  8.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Oammandingy  Ac.: 

General  :  Your  communication  of  this  evening  is  received  and  wiU 
be  fully  considered  to-morrow.  Meantime  the  commanding  g^ieral 
desires  you  to  make  some  arrangements  to-night  to  keep  at  least  a  look- 
out on  the  river  to  discover  what  may  be  going  on.  More  extended  luid 
systematic  dispositions  may  be  effected  to-morrow. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectftdly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLET  80BBBL, 
As»%8tant  Adjutant-OmeruL 

(iBdonenMDt] 
HSADQUABTBBS  FRENCH'S  COMUAIVD, 

April  22 — 1  a.  m. 

in  accordance  with  the  directions  contained  herein  Brigadier-General 
Jenkins  will  dispatch  a  force  of  25  men  to  take  post  near  Biddick'i 
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fiuiD,  who  will  observe  doaely  all  movements  of  the  enemy  and  ffive 
dmely  notice  of  the  same.   Two  monnted  men  are  sent  to  act  as  oomwrs. 
Please  acknowledge  and  retom  this  paper. 
By  order  of  MMor-Gtoneral  French : 

aBAHAM  DAVBS, 
A$8i8t0mt  Adjutami-GmieraL 

Ohablsstoii,  S.  0.,  April  21, 1803. 

Brigadier-Oeneral  WHiTnvo,  WUmingUmj  N.  0. : 

Three  thousand  feet  submarine  wire  will  be  sent  yon.  By  authoriti^ 
Secretary  of  War,  Oooke^s  brigade  will  be  sent  yon  in  place  of  Evans'. 
Shall  send  Hall's  regiment  soon.  Please  send  back  Evans'  regiments 
by  the  transportation. 

O.  T.  BEAUBBOABD. 


OOLDSBOBOTTOHy  N.  0.,  April  21, 1803. 

Bxcellency  Zbbulon  B.  Yakgb. 

O&vemar  of  North  OaroUna : 

Dear  Sib  :  I  think  that  infantry  would  be  of  little  service  in  Moore 
County  without  the  co-operation  of  cavalry.  I  wish  to  send  25  horse- 
men and  50  infantry.  This  is,  however,  a  bad  time  to  weaken  my  force. 
I  learn  that  there  are  one  hundred  vessels  now  at  Morehead  Gity,  and 
that  troops  are  pouring  in  from  Charleston.  The  Charleston  expedition 
is  abandoned,  and  Wilmington  and  the  railroad  are  the  next  ol^eot  of 
Yankee  cupioity. 

General  Longstreet  wrote  me  to  ask  you  to  call  out  the  militia.  I  do 
not  know  that  any  good  could  result  from  it  except  the  exposure  of  the 
skulkers.  The  men  staying  at  home  now  are  consumers  and  not  pro- 
ducers. They  ought  to  be  kicked  into  tiie  ranks  by  some  means.  One 
of  your  stirring  appeals  would  do  good.  Your  scathing  rebuke  of  de- 
serters and  skulkers  makes  even  cowards  blush.  I  fear  that  the  dis- 
content and  demonJisation  of  the  troops  have  been  mainly  caused  by 
unwise  ebullition  of  temper  on  the  part  of  our  local  press.  Would  to 
Otod  that  our  editors  could  fight  the  common  enemy  and  let  their  pri- 
vate quarrels  lie  over.  If  conquered  by  the  Yankees  our  doom  wUl  be 
the  most  miserable  known  in  history.  There  is  no  insult  and  no  indig- 
nity which  these  infernal  wretches  will  not  inflict  upon  us.  I  earnestly 
hope  that  you  will  call  out  every  able-bodied  man  in  the  State,  but  es- 
pecially that  you  will  issue  a  proclamation  in  regard  to  deserters  and 
skulkers. 

Tours,  truly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Mqfor-OmimmL 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
ehremoilkj  IT.  0.,  AprU  21, 1863--4  p.  m. 

If^j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ocmmamdingj  Ao. : 

Gbnbbal  :  The  force  that  came  up  on  the  Washington  road  yester- 
day will  not  exceed  300  or  400  men  and  two  pieces.  The  force  at  the 
cross-roads  evening  before  last  was  represented  as  being  very  larger  a 
large  number  of  ambulances  and  wagons.  They  retired  last  evening. 
I  sent  the  cavalry  down  the  road  to  look  after  them.  I  sent  a  smul 
mounted  force  on  the  roads  to  Swift  Creek.    I  have  not  yet  heard  from 
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the  one  that  comes  by  Black  Jack  Gharch  and  into  the  Washingtor 
road  at  Tafb's.  From  the  apper  road  the  captain  reports  that  he  sa^ 
Whitfordy  who  was  near  the  enemy  as  late  as  2  o^clock  in  tJie  morning. 
They  were  then  in  possession  of  Swift  Creek  and  were  catting  aiM 
working  a  good  deal.  Whitford  represents  this  ibroe  at  4,000.  Should 
they  advance  I  will  make  the  main  fight  3  miles  from  town,  the  best 
I)osition  this  side  of  the  Swift  Creek  road,  bat  still  moch  in  Aivor  of  the 
enemy.  General  Pettigrew  is  at  Adams'  Bridge.  I  will  endeavor  to 
keep  yoa  advised. 

Very  respectftilly,  &a, 

JUNIUS  DAliTIBL, 


HEADQUABTBB8, 

9j  N.  0.J  AprU  21, 1863—5.30  p.  m. 

Brig.  Gen.  J.  J.  PsTTiaREW,  Oammandmgj  Ac: 

Gbnbsal  :  There  will  be  no  necessity  of  yoar  marching  here  to-night 
I  have  not  yet  heard  from  the  force  I  sent  in  the  direction  of  Washing- 
ton, but  they  (the  enemy)  mast  still  be  near  Washington,  or  I  shoom 
have  heard  from  them.  My  information  from  Swift  Creek  is  that  they 
still  occapy  it  and  are  at  work  ai>on  something.  In  regard  to  attack- 
ing them  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  do  so  unless  we  attack  the  force  al 
Swifb  Creek,  or  those  at  Washington  should  come  out  again. 
I  will  write  you  again  when  I  get  reports  from  below. 
Very  respectfiilly, 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

Brigadier-OmtraL 

Wab  Dbpartmxnt,  0.  S.  A., 

BichfMmd,  Apra  22, 1863. 

General  G.  T.  Bbattbkoabd,  OkarJstiUm^  8.  0. : 

General  Hill  telegraphs  that  New  Berne  has  been  strongly  re-enforoed 
from  Charleston;  that  heavy  force  is  marching  on  Einston,  and  that  he 
needs  help.  General  Whiting  confirms  the  transfer  of  troops  and  gun- 
boats to  New  Berne.    Bender  all  the  aid  you.safely  can. 

J.  A.  SEDDON. 
Seoreiary  of  War. 

Chabubston,  April  22, 1868w 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Oold^Mraugh : 

Send  you  Cookers  brigade,  althoufl^  much  needed,  enemy  being  stil] 
in  force  at  Port  Boyal  and  North  Edisto;  his  six  monitors  in  latter 
bay. 

G.  T.  BEAUBBGABD. 

[Same  to  Frigadier-General  Whiting.] 


Charleston,  S.  C,  April  22, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  Whitino,  WHmingtonj  N.  0.  : 

Evans  returns  immediately  to  Wilmington.  Soon  as  enemy's  fleet 
shall  leave  Port  Boyal  and  North  Edisto  will  send  you  another  brigade 
besides  Cooke's. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 
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Ohablbston,  8.  0.,  4pril  22, 1863. 

Brig.  Gen.  W.  S.  Wai^ebb,  Pltmtel^,  8.  0. : 

Gooke^s  brigade  must  return  to  Wilmington  soon  a%  possible.  B^- 
ment  will  be  sent  yon  from  Savannah.  LTse  transportation  to  send  on 
Cookers  troops.    Aiiswer. 

THOMAS  JOBDAN, 

Okirf  of  Staff. 


Ohablbston,  8.  0.,  April  22^  1863. 
Jambs  A.  SbddoNji 

SeereUiry  of  ITar,  Eiekmohd^  Va. : 

Have  already  ordered  Oooke^s  brigade  to  report  to  General  Whiting: 
Evans  to  remain  in  North  Carolina  until  fhrther  orders.  I  will  holcl 
Oliugman's  ready  to  move  so  soon  as  I  can  ascertain  what  enemy's 
forces  intend  doing  here. 

G.  T.  BBAUBEGABD. 


Adams'  Bbidgb,  April  22, 1863—6.30  a.  m. 
Mi^or-General  Hill: 

Gbivebal:  Tour  special  courier  has  just  arrived  with  your  dispatch 
of  9.30  p.  m..  21st  instant. 

I  have  already  sent  a  dispatch  to  you  at  Einston  announcing  that  i 
am  going  to  Hookerton,  there  to  await  orders.  But  I  shall  now  proceed 
from  that  point  to  Kinston  by  the  direct  road,  whatever  that  may  be. 

I  have  forwarded  your  previous  dispatches  to  me  to  General  Daniel, 
so  I  suppose  he  knows  what  to  do.  I  have  given  him  no  instructions 
from  myself. 

Tours,  very  truly. 

J.  J.  PBTTIGBBW, 

Brigadier '  OeneraL 

Ton  know  I  am  ignorant  of  the  topography  around  Einston.  Please 
have  a  guide  and  a  map  for  me  if  I  am  to  go  into  position. 


GiTM  Swamp,  N.  0.,  April  22, 1863. 
[M%i.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx:] 

Gbnbbal:  Capt.  [B.]  Lane  has  just  returned  from  the  reconnaissance 
on  which  he  went  early  this  morning.  He  went  to  within  half  a  mile 
of  Core  Creek  and  sent  a  lieutenant  ([M.]  Lee)  and  3  men  over  the 
creek,  who  went  half  a  mile  beyond  the  creek,  to  the  late  encampment 
of  the  enemy.  It  appears  like  the  encampment  of  a  brigade.  They  left 
this  morning  before  day.  An  old  family  near  that  place  say  there  was 
4,000  or  5,000.  Nothing  has  been  done  lately  to  the  railroad  bridge, 
but  it  can  easily  be  prepared  for  use,  being  only  about  25  feet  long. 
The  track  was  destroyed  by  being  overturned,  the  sills  still  adhering 
to  the  rails,  and  you  will  at  once  see  that  it  can  be  rendered  fit  for  use 
by  simply  taming  the  superstructure  back  to  its  original  position,  which 
can  be  done  rapidly  when  snfBcient  force  can  be  brought  to  bear.  The 
enem^  have  righted  up  the  track  for  about  3  miles  this  side  of  the  creek. 
The  tiack  has  been  upturned  in  the  manner  described  from  a  point 
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aboat  1}  milefl  beyond  this.  Thenoe  apwaid  the  silUi  or  erosB-tfeB  bsve 
been  bnmed  and  the  iron  bent,  and  it  will  require  time  to  reocmstraet 
the  track. 

Very  respeetftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

WM.  J.  OLARE^B, 
OokmM  [Twmtif'Jbwrik  NarOi  Carolina  IVoofw],  Ocma§. 


HXABQUABTBBS, 

Near  ShffoOc^  Va.^  AprO  22, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Beoretary  of  War : 

But :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  yonr  favor  of  the 
18tb.  If  the  enemy  has  abandoned  the  Intention  of  redacin^  Gharieston 
it  wonld  be  well  to  have  all  the  troops  sent  from  North  Oarolma  retnmed 
as  soon  as  practicable,  and  indeed  some  of  those  comprising  the  regular 
garrisons.  Generals  Glingman's  and  Evans'  brigades  coold  be  placed 
at  Wilmington  and  Genend  Gooke^s  at  Goldsborough. 

We  were  so  nnfortanate  as  to  meet  with  a  serious  disaster  on  the 
18th  in  losing  Gaptain  Stribling's  battery,  55  of  his  men,  and  70  of 
General  Law's  brigade.  The  enemy  succeeded  in  making  a  complete 
surprise  by  moving  down  the  river  with  one  of  his  gunboats  until  he 
got  nearly  under  &e  fire  of  the  battery,  as  though  it  was  the  intention 
to  run  by  the  battery,  then  he  opened  fire  upon  our  fort  at  or  upon 
Hill's  Point  from  gunboats  and  land  batteries  as  though  his  desire  was 
to  draw  our  attention  from  the  gunboat  which  seemed  to  be  trying  to 
get  by  our  battery.  Under  this  fire  and  the  seeming  desire  of  the  boat 
to  pass  the  enemy  landed  probably  200  or  300  men  in  the  vicinity  of 
our  fort  and  captured  it  by  complete  surprise.  I  have  not  made  any 
report  of  the  facts  before  this  because  I  had  hoped  to  have  General 
French's  report  of  the  facts  officially.  It  has  been  so  long  delayed, 
however,  that  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  mention  this  mudi  that  you 
may  be  apprised  of  the  facts  so  fax  as  they  have  come  to  light  As 
well  as  I  can  Judge  at  present  the  misfortune  \b  due  to  the  entire  want 
of  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the  troops  in  the  fort.  The  fort  is  on  the 
Nansemond,  just  above  the  mouth  of  Western  Branch.  The  70  in- 
fantrymen were,  I  understand,  sharpshooters  selected  for  the  service. 
A  regiment  ^about  700  strong)  had  been  stationed  by  General  French  in 
supporting  oistance  of  tlie  battery,  but  no  call  was  made  upon  it  for  aid. 
One  of  our  scouts  just  from  Fort  Monroe  reports  the  enemy  re-enfordng 
him  to  a  considerable  extent,  and  that  the  enemy's  intention  now  is  to 
efiect  a  surprise  by  landing  the  Army  of  the  Potomac  on  both  sides  of 
the  James  above  us.  His  late  successful  dash  at  our  battery  and  the 
limited  time  for  which  he  holds  many  of  his  soldiers  may  induce  him  to 
attempt  some  extraordinary  movements.  Please  keep  me  advised  of 
any  imi>ortant  information  that  you  may  receive. 

I  remain,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 
LieiUeiuuU'Oeneral^  Commanding. 

Since  writing  this  letter  I  have  received  dispatches  fh>m  (Generals 
Htll  and  Whiting  reporting  the  arrival  at  Beaufort,  N.  G.,  of  the  enemy's 
forces  and  fleet  uom  Gharieston.  1  hope  that  General  Beauregaurd  may 
be  ordered  to  re-enforce  Gteneral  Hill  sufficiently  to  enable  him  to  resist 
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the  advance  of  the  enemy  hi  North  Oarolina.  I  do  not  apprehend  any 
immediate  move  against  Wiknington,  bat  the  enemy  may  attempt  to 
break  np  onr  line  of  railroad. 

MoBt  respectfally,  J.  L. 

Apbil  25y  1863. 

Bespectfdlly  submitted  to  the  President  for  information. 
General  Beauregard  is  returning  the  troops  sent  from  North  Carolina. 
In  presence  of  General  Hill's  force  I  do  not  apprehend  any  serious  move- 
ment of  the  enemy  toward  our  railroad.    They  will  probably  be  content 
to  hold  their  fort^ed  places. 

J.  A.  8BDDON, 

Seeretary. 

Afbil  30, 1863. 

BespeotfuUy  returned  by  the  President  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War. 

G.  W.  0.  LBB, 
Oolonel  and  Aide-de-Oamp. 

Neab  Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  22. 1863. 
(Beceived  at  Bichmond,  Ya.,  April  23, 1863.) 
Secret  ART  of  Was: 

Dispatches  from  Generals  Hill  and  Whiting  report  the  expedition 
against  Charleston  abMidoned  by  the  enemy  and  that  the  army  and  the 
fleet  have  arrived  at  Beaufort,  N.  G.  May  I  ask  that  General  Beauregard 
be  ordered  to  return  to  North  Garolina  the  troops  that  came  from  &ere 
last  winter  f  Please  acknowledge  receipt  of  this. 
Beroectfully. 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 

Lieutenant-OenerdL 


Hbadqttabtbbb  Feench'b  Division, 

AprU  22, 1863. 

Miy.  G.  MOXLET  SOBBEL, 

Adjutant' Qmeralj  Bept  of  North  Carolina  and  Virginia : 

Major  :  In  accordance  with  instructions  from  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  a  detachment  irom  one  of  the  companies  of  the  Fifiy-flfth 
North  Carolina  Troops  was  sent  last  night  to  do  picket  duty  near  Hill's 
Point.  It  is  respectfully  suggested  that  these  men  be  relieved,  inasmuch 
as  they  went  off  hurriedly  late  at  night  and  took  no  rations. 
I  am,  major,  very  respectfully,  &c., 

S.  G.  FBENOH, 
Major-Oeneralj  Commanding. 

HXABQUARTERB,  April  22j  1863. 

M%i.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Commanding,  <fo. : 

General  :  I  have  notified  General  Hood  of  the  detachment  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina  Troops  doing  duty  on  the  river  and  asked 
him  to  relieve  it. 

Very  respectfhlly,  yours, 

G.  MOXLBY  SOBBEL, 
Assistant  AdjutanUGeMraL 
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Wab  Dbpabtkbnt,  O.  S.  a., 
Biehmond^  Fa.,  Ajf^rU  2J,  1863. 

Mbj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ooldsbaroughj  N.  0. : 

I  have  telegraphed  G^eneral  Beauregard  to  send  yoa  all  the  aid  Ims 
can  eafdy  spare.  We  can  spare  none  here  or  at  Petersburg.  Yoa  have 
doubtless  informed  General  Longstreet 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Beereiairy  of  War, 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
ITewr  BufoUcj  Va^  Apnl  22, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  8.  O.  Fbibnoh,  Oammanding^  4bc: 

Obnebal:  In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  21st  the  lieutenant-general 
commanding  directs  me  to  say  that  he  desires  to  know  what  sharp- 
shooters you  had  on  the  Western  Branch  which  you  ordered  in,  inas- 
much as  you  state  that  you  had  no  infantry  other  than  the  Fifty- 
flfUi  North  Oarolina  in  your  command.  He  ordered  the  heavy  guns 
back  to  Providence  Ohurch  daring  the  occupation  of  the  left  haiSk  of 
the  river  by  the  enemy,  and  while  the  men  of  that  battery  were  occu- 
pied in  bringing  off  the  ammunition  that  had  been  left  behind  in  thdr 
hasty  withdrawal  from  their  position  on  the  river.  The  battery  at  Fort 
Henry  was  withdrawn  during  the  night  of  the  20th  to  prevent  a  diance 
of  a  surprise.  The  enemy  retired  from  this  side  of  the  river  yesterday, 
and  the  lieutenant-general  commandinf^  expects  that  you  will  resume 
the  responsibilities  of  the  river  batteries  and  thehr  protection,  if  it  is 
agreeable  to  you;  otherwise  he  expects  you  to  advise  him  that  he  may 
make  other  arrangements. 

The  commanding  general  is  somewhat  surprised  at  your  idea  of  the 
heavy  guns  being  intended  for  othei*  service  because  tiiey  were  ordered 
to  Providence  Church,  inasmuch  as  there  was  no  ammunition  for  either 
of  the  guns  when  they  were  ordered  back.  In  assigning  to  you  the  charge 
of  the  artillery,  and  particularly  the  river  defenses,  Uie  commanding 
general  had  evei^'  confidence  in  your  ability  to  select  positions  for  bat- 
teries and  to  assign  proper  infantry  supports  for  their  protection.  He 
has  not  given  himself  any  anxiety  upon  the  subject  forther  than  to  in- 
sist upon  your  taking  to  the  support  of  the  batteries  the  whole  of  the 
Fifty-fifth  North  Oarolina  Begiment  instead  of  only  the  three  companies 
proposed  by  you.  In  your  note  of  the  evening  of  the  19th  you  reported 
to  the  commanding  general  that  you  had  three  companies  of  this  regi 
ment  in  the  old  fort.  This  seems  to  have  been  a  mistake.  The  com- 
manding general  expects  you  to  make  such  arrangements  as  you  deem 
necessary  to  secure  the  river  from  another  surprise,  and  to  have  such 
batteries  placed  upon  it  as  may  be  required  to  prevent  the  passage  of 
gunboats.  He  will  be  glad  to  offer  suggestions  upon  any  particular 
points  on  which  you  may  have  doubts. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLET  SOBBEL, 
AuiBtamt  AifjuUaii-QtmM^ 

Hbadquabtbbs,  April  22, 1863. 

Maj.  G.  MOZLBT  SOBBBL, 

Assistamt  Adjutant-Oenerdl: 

Dbab  Sib  :  I  am  in  receipt  of  your  letter  of  this  morning.    The 
sharpshooters  reftoed  to  were  25  men  detailed  firom  General  JenldnV 
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brigade.  By  the  general  commanding  placing  the  artillery  under  my 
cbiu'ge  I  cannot  admit  that  I  wae  charged  particularly  wiUi  the  river 
defenses.  That  embraces  what  was  being  performed  by  other  troops 
than  mine.  In  answer  to  the  general's  kind  inquiry  if  it  will  be  agree- 
able to  me  to  resume  tiie  responsibilities  of  the  river  batteries  and 
their  protection,  I  reply  it  will  not  be.  General  J.  B.  Hood's  command 
on  the  left  extends  fiur  down  the  river  to  Hill's  Point,  and  as  the  work- 
ing parties,  tools,  and  the  main  protection  must  come  from  him,  while 
my  command  is  about  0  miles  distant,  there  will  be  a  want  of  unity  of 
action.  If  the  brigades  of  Generals  Jenkins  and  Davis  were  on  the  left 
I  would  take  charge  of  the  batteries  with  pleasure  and  the  defense  of 
the  river. 

Tours,  very  respeotfhlly, 

8.  G.  FRENCH, 
Majar-Omeraly  Commandmg. 

Wab  Dbpabtment,  G.  S.  A., 

Biehmand,  AprU  22, 1863. 
General  B.  E.  Leb,  Frederidcslmrgj  V<l: 

General  Hill  telegraphs  that  large  re-enforcements  have  been  brought 
by  the  enemy  from  Charleston  to  New  Berne;  that  they  are  marchmg 
in  force  on  ]£nston,  and  that  he  needs  help.  I  have  telegrapned  Gen- 
eral Beauregard  to  send  all  he  can  safely  spare. 

Beliable  information  is  Just  received  that  on  Sunday  night  last  eleven 
large  transports  with  troops  landed  at  Torktown,  each  believed  to  con- 
tain not  less  than  750  men.  A  good  deal  of  field  artillery  also  landed 
at  Yorktown.  Seventeen  large  transports  likewise  passed  the  York 
Blver  on  the  way  to  Fortress  Monroe  or  Norfolk. 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
Secretarff  of  War. 

Chaelestok,  S.  C,  April  23, 1863. 

Bf^.  Gen.  W.  H.  C.  WmxiKO,  Wilmington,  N.  0. : 

Cannot  now  spare  heavy  guns  from  here.  Six  monitors  are  still  in 
North  Bdisto.    Savannah  also  loudly  calls  for  some  heavy  guns. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Chablbston,  S.  C,  April  23, 1863—8.30  p.  m. 
Jaxbs  a.  Sbddon, 

Beeretary  of  War^  Miehmondj  Va. : 

Am  informed  four  heavy  Whitworth  guns  have  arrived  at  Wilming 
ton  on  Merrimac.    Cannot  two  be  sent  heref   They  are  much  needed. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  South  Cabolina,  Gbobgia,  abd  Flobida, 

Charleston,  8.  (7.,  AprU  23, 1863. 
M%j.  Gea.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oomnkandmgj  <fo.,  Ooldsborough,  N.  0. : 

Gbbbbal  :  Your  letter  of  the  20th  instant,  through  Captain  West, 
has  been  received.  I  thank  you  for  your  timely  move  on  Washington, 
and  regret  much  the  circumstances  which  prevented  the  capture  of  Fos- 
tei's  forces.    I  hope  you  will  still  be  able  to  do  so  befbre  long. 
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I  am  not  yet  able  to  tell  piecisely  what  has  become  of  all  Huntei's 
forces  in  my  front,  but  it  is  probable  a  part  has  been  sent  to  re-enforoQ 
Foster.  I  have  in  consequence  ordered  Cookers  brigade  to  report  at 
once  to  Whiting  and  General  Bvans'  brigade  to  remain  in  North  Gaxo- 
lina  until  further  orders.  Olingman's  will  be  sent  also  as  soon  as  it  may 
be  absolutely  required  and  I  can  ascertain  more  positively  that  Honttf 
has  weakened  himself  too  much  to  be  dangerous  to  this  place  or  Savan- 
nah. You  may  rely  that  I  will  afford  you  and  Whiting  au  the  assistance 
in  my  power,  for  the  enemy  must  not  be  idlowed  any  success  within  the 
reach  of  our  available  forces. 

Wishing  you  ample  good  luck,  I  remain,  yours,  truly, 

O.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 

Oeneraly  Oofmmamdimg. 


Hdqbs.  Department  of  Southern  Viroinia, 

AprU  23,  1863. 
General  M.  Jenkins,  OcmmumMmg^  Ac: 

General  :  I  shall  assume  the  immediate  command  of  the  division 
composed  of  your  brigade  and  that  of  G^eral  Davis.  Will  you  please 
let  your  assistant  adjutant-general  ^ve  to  Mi^or  Daves,  assistant  adju- 
tant general,  the  names  of  the  regiments  now  on  picket  datyf  The 
details  will  hereafter  be  made  bv  M%jor  Daves.  My  chief  commissary 
could  not  leave  Petersburg,  and  the  same  commissary  will  have  to  act 
for  the  command.  JAoj.  [Jonn  B.]  Morey,  chief  quartermaster,  will  take 
prompt  measures  to  forward  all  necessary  supplies. 
Tours,  very  truly, 

S.  G.  FBBNOH, 
Mq^ar-Omerdl^  Oammamdimg. 

Headquarters  Armt  of  Northern  Virginia, 

AprQ  23,1863. 
Lieut.  Gen.  James  Longstreet, 

Comnumdingy  de,j  Petersburg^  Va. : 

General  :  There  is  great  need  of  more  cavalry  in  this  army.  Our 
cavalry  has  been  reduced  by  hard  and  long  service,  and  the  enemy's 
recently  has  been  very  much  increased.  They  have  drawn  from  Mary- 
land the  cavalry  which  has  been  serving  on  the  left  bank  of  the  Potomac, 
in  the  interior,  and  the  counties  on  the  Eastern  Shore,  in  addition  to  the 
re-enforcements  they  have  received  from  the  North.  They  now  have 
six  brigades,  formed  into  three  divisions,  composing  a  corps,  under  Gen- 
eral Stoneman,  and  in  recent  operations  on  the  Bappahannock  Genersl 
Stuart  reports  that  they  ride  over  him  by  sheer  force  of  numbers.  It 
therefore  has  become  necessary  to  strengthen  that  arm  of  the  service, 
and  I  desire  to  know  whether  there  is  not  more  cavalry  in  North  Caro- 
lina than  you  require.  There  are  two  North  Carolina  regiments  of  cav- 
alry in  this  army,  and  if  I  could  get  three  more  I  could  form  a  North 
Carolina  brigade.  Can  you  spare  tliree  regiments  or  a  brigade,  or  what 
can  you  spare  f  Please  let  me  know  at  your  earliest  convenience,  or 
order  such  regiments  forward  as  you  can  spare. 
Very  respeotfiolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ft.  B.  liBB, 

OemeraL 
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State  of  North  Oaboluva,  BrBourrvB  Dbpabtmeht, 

BalMgh^  N.  0.j  April  23, 186b 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill. 

Oommandingj  OoltMarougk,  N.  0. : 

OBinsBAL :  Tr  aiB  of  yesterday  is  just  received.  In  view  of  the  alarm* 
ing  information  it  conveys  of  this  probable  invasion  of  the  State,  I  will 
not  press  for  the  troops  to  be  sent  to  Moore  County  at  present.  I  will 
at  once  issue  an  appeiskl  to  the  people  to  send  in  the  deserters  and  ab- 
sentees and  do  everything  I  can  to  bring  np  every  man  to  his  post.  I 
do  not  think,  general,  that  the  militia  ought  to  be  called  oat,  for  various 
reasons:  Their  help  would  be  little,  their  consumption  of  rations  great^ 
and  beyond  any  sort  of  doubt  their  removal  now  from  their  crops  woula 
be  followed  by  the  most  disastrous  consequences.  If  you  think  it  neces- 
sary when  the  enemy's  movement  is  fiilly  developed  I  will  call  out  tiie 
militia  officers,  of  whom  there  are  some  2,000  or  3,000,  which  will  be  a 
larger  number,  I  fear,  than  we  can  arm  and  make  available.  I  can  bring 
them  to  Baleigh  at  once  by  an  order.  I  earnestly  hope,  however,  thai 
Kuch  a  thing  will  not  be  necessary.  In  accordance  with  a  previous 
request,  I  have  addressed  a  note  to  the  city  editors,  urging  them  to 
avoid  exciting  any  panic  among  the  people  and  to  be  cautious  not  to 
speak  of  the  movements  of  troops,  &e. 
Very  respeotftiUy, 

Z.  B.  VANOB. 


Bbioadb  Hbadquabtbbs, 
OhaffM9  Farm^  Fa.,  April  23, 1803. 

M%j.  Qeu.  Abnold  Blzbt,  Oammanding^  dke. : 

Gbnbbal  :  Yesterday  morning  I  issued  all  the  necessary  orders,  as 
yon  instructed  me,  and  moved  lra.ck  all  the  forces  which  I  took  down 
from  this  place.  They  will  reach  here  this  morning,  or  some  time  to- 
day, as  the  weather  permits.  We  left  all  quiet,  the  enemy  making  no 
demonstration,  and  still  re-enforcing  and  fortifying  at  Fort  Magruder. 
I  placed  the  headquarters  of  the  cavalry  at  Barhamsville,  as  better  for 
them  in  all  respects  than  Diascund,  having  shorter  transportation  of 
forage  and  a  closer  eye  on  the  Pamunkey  and  York  Bivers.  I  ordered 
Hawley's  company  back  to  its  position  on  the  Lower  Ohickahominy, 
below  Diascund  Greek.  The  pickets  are  arranged  in  inner  and  outer 
lines,  with  infantry  scouts  all  in  and  about  WiUiamsburg. 

And  now,  general,  again  I  urgently  appeal  to  you  to  send  to  the  Fifty- 
ninth  and  Foriy-sixth  Begiments  their  companies,  detailed  for  police  du^ 
at  Richmond.  The  two  of  the  Fifty-ninth  and  five  of  the  Forty -sixth  are 
absolutely  required  on  the  Peninsula,  if  we  are  to  protect  the  people  in 
making  crops  this  year.  They  are  near  Bichmond,  and  produce  there 
is  most  convenient  to  the  city.  We  can  maintain  no  forces  down  below 
without  making  there  something  to  eat,  and  that  object  is  more  im- 
portant than  the  i>olice  of  Bichmond.  Will  the  city  battalion  never  be 
organized  f 

I  am  confident  that  if  the  iron-clad  boat  the  Bichmond)  was  sent  down 
the  river  it  would  yet  make  General  Longstreet^s  attempt  a  success. 
Yery  respectfully,  yours,  truly, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  GmeraL 
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•  •••••• 

XXII.  The  defeDses  at  Diewry's  Bluff  and  Manchester  will  be  in- 
eluded  in  the  Department  of  Biohmond,  under  the  command  of  Miycr- 

General  ELsey. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  the  Secretan  of  War : 

JNO.  WTTHBES, 
AsHstant  Adjutawi-ChieraL 

Tbantbb'B  Bbidgb,  N.  O., 

April  2^  IseSS  p.  JKL 

Genebal:  Grey  Ligget  is  near  Washington.  I  will  send  for  him 
forthwith.  Forty  men  will  be  sent  with  Captain  Graham's  battery  as 
directed.  Colonel  Griffin's  pickets  are  in  that  direction.  I  can  rely,  how- 
ever, on  my  own  men.  Capts.  [J.  B.]  Cherry  and  [William]  Sharp,  whtNn 
I  sent  to  the  vicinity  of  Plymouth,  are  in.  They  report,  on  what  they 
regard  as  reliable  authority,  that  tiiere  are  5,000  Yankees  in  Plymouth 
and  expecting  an  attack  from  us.  They  are  fortifying  the  place.  The 
force  in  Washington  two  days  since  numbered  8,000;  they  were  the  same 
that  came  up  the  right  bank  of  the  river.  Two  thousand  of  them  re- 
turned yesterday  for  New  Berne  with  wagons  on  the  transports.  This 
information  is  from  Mr.  J.  Bandall,  just  from  W.  But  why  the  wagons 
on  transports  f  I  inclose  you  General  Potter's  order,  which  please  foi^ 
ward  to  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  HUl.  A  large  number  of  persons  in  consequence 
of  this  order  have  left  town  and  are  now  on  the  hill  near  Mrs.  EUerdee 
with  their  efiects,  and  suffering  greatly.  Would  it  not  be  well  to  send  a 
flag  of  truce,  protest  against  the  rascally  conduct,  and  ask  leave  to  rranove 
the  suffering  women  and  children  f  I  learn  they  are  in  great  distress.  I 
can  rebuild  the  Tranter's  Creek  Bridge  if  you  wish  it,  and  will  furnish 
transportation  for  the  plank,  which  are  5  miles  off.  I  would  be  giad  to 
learn  your  wish  on  the  subject.  I  send,  as  you  requested,  the  names  of 
the  men  who  captured  the  deserter  for  you:  Corpl.  W.  A.  Allen,  Alfred 
Bedfem,  Stephen  Myers,  John  Edwards,  £.  B.  Simons,  and  W.  H. 
Boggan. 

I  am,  general,  most  truly,  your  obedient  servant, 

D.  D.  FEBEBEB, 
OoUmd  Fifty-ninth  North  Carolina  Troapi. 


Heabquabtebs,  AprU  24, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbenoh,  Cammandingy  &c. : 

Genebal:  I  hope  that  you  will  try  and  have  the  battery  at  the  right 
fixed  to  night,  if  possible,  and  the  bridge  across  the  run  at  your  right 
flank  fixed  to-morrow,  if  it  is  not  already  done.  It  is  important  that 
thene  things  should  be  attended  to  promptly.  Have  your  artillery  har- 
nessed and  hitched  by  daylight  in  the  morning.  The  battery  on  the 
railroad  should  be  arranged  at  once,  else  the  enemy  may  move  out  and 
erect  a  battery  that  would  sweep  along  the  railroad  embankments 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTREET, 
lAeutenant-Oeneral^  Oommandmg. 

Caution  your  front  line  to  be  particularly  on  the  alert  in  the  morning. 
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HSADQUABTBBS,  AprU  24,  1803-4  p.  IIL 

Mfltj.  Gen.  8.  O.  Fbibnoh,  dmrnandiim  DMiUm : 

General:  Tho  commanding  general  directs  that  you  have  the  bat 
teries  on  your  line  hitched  np  at  once. 

Very  respectfolly.  your  obedient  servant. 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 
AMsistant  Adjuta/nt-OenerdL 

(General  Pickett  reports  that  the  enemy  have  opened  heavily  on  his 
ftont  with  artillery,  with  strong  infiuitry  support 


Hbadquabtebs,  April  24, 1803—1^  p.  m. 

JUUg.  Qeu.  S.  G.  Fbxnoh,  Oomimamding  DMHon: 

General  :  The  commanding  general  directs  that  you  get  your  troops 
under  arms  as  soon  as  you  can. 
Very  respectfhlly, 

G.  MOXLBT  SOBBEL, 
A9$i8tant  Adjutant-GmerdL 


Gbneral  Piokbto^s  Headquarters, 

AprU  24,  1863. 
Mai.  ^A*  S*  ^*  Frbnoh,  Oammandingj  Ac. : 

Gbneral  :  The  effort  of  the  enemy  this  evening  proves  to  have  been 
nothing  more  than  a  strong  reconnaissance.  It  is  all  over  now  and  your 
troops  may  return  to  their  bivouacs.  The  commanding  general  direots 
you  to  have  eveiything  ready  early  in  the  morning  and  your  batteries 
hitehed  up. 

BemectfoUy,  yours, 

G.  MOXLET  SOBBEL, 
Awistani  Adifntant-OeMralL 

The  commanding  general  desires  you  to  order  Bradford's  battery  to 
report  to  Major  Bearing  at  General  Law's  headquarters  early  to-morrow 
morning. 


Oharlbston,  8.  0.,  AprU  25, 1863. 

Miy.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  KinaiUmj  N.  0. : 

Scouts  are  mistaken.  Five  monitors  are  in  Edisto  and  one  at  Port 
Boyal.  Only  one  supposed  gone  North  disabled.  Some  troops  are  still 
on  Folly  Island,  Edisto,  and  Port  Boyal.  Probably  some  gone  to  North 
Carolina. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Headquartbrs,  April  25, 1863. 

MaJ.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Commanding,  <fo.  : 

General  :  Gapt.  [Thomas  J.]  Goree  thinks  that  he  saw  distinctly 
new  works  about  600  yards  in  rear  of  the  old  line  of  works  and  near  the 
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tents.  Did  your  examinatton  extend  as  fiv  back  as  this  f  If  yon  hare 
^hne  yon  had  better  have  a  minute  examination  made  to*ni|^t  and  let 
IS  know. 

Most  respeotftilly I 

JAMES  LONOSTBEBT, 
JAeutmumt-Oeneralj  Oammmmdm§» 


Hbadquabtbius  Dibtbiot  of  the  Gape  Fbab, 

WUmifi^fUmj  JT.  C,  AprU  25, 186S. 
Mai.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oammanding^  Ao.y  Ooldtiborm^h : 

General:  Toms  of  the  23d  leoeiTed.  General  Oooke  and  bis  troops 
are  arriving,  bnt  General  Beauregard  has  received  General  Evans  in 
his  stead,  so  I  have  only  made  an  exdhange,  bat  am  a  gainer  by  the 
swap.  Beaoregard  says  the  enemy  are  still  in  force  in  his  front,  bnt 
that  the  moment  I  am  menaced  he  will  aid  me.  I  do  not  think  a  land 
attack  can  be  made  ai>on  me  here  with  you  in  position  at  Kinaton.  I 
should  of  coarse  require  more  trooim  than  I  have  now,  but  should  ex- 
pect them  from  Beauregard.  In  the  mean  time  we  are  daily  growing 
stronger  as  against  a  sea  attack. 

The  Merrimac,  Charleston,  MargareL  and  Jessie  all  came  in  day 
before  yesterday.  We  had  quite  a  spirited  engagement  over  the  two 
former.  As  you  expected,  my  30-poander  Parrott  burst  in  the  engage- 
ment. The  Merrimac  brings  me  three  splendid  Blakely  guns,  8-inoli 
rifled  IdO-pounders.  Two  of  them  are  for  this  plao^  one  gone  to  Mis- 
sissippi. I  shall  place  one  at  Caswell  and  one  at  Fiwer.  I  have  time 
10-incn  columbiads  at  Oaswell. 

I  wrote  you  about  torpedoes.  I  have  only  albw hereb  hardly enoaj^ 
for  the  obstructions.  Tou  had  better  apply  to  Eains.  ofaief  of  Oonseripft 
Bureau.    I  think  there  are  anv  number  of  them  in  Bichmond* 

hidosed  please  find  aletterfrommy  scout,*  which  may  |^ve  yon  some 
intelligence. 

As  to  telegraph,  use  the  cipher  for  important  words.  I  have  both 
the  War  Department  dpher  and  Beauregard's. 

Very  resped^ftdly,  

W.  H.  O.  WHEFIHO, 

BfigmiUr'OmmrmL 


EiNSTON,  IS.  0.,  AprU  Mj  1868w 
f.  J.  17.  Whitfobd,  Swift  Greek  VUlage: 

Deab  Bm:  I  learn  that  my  scout  Kindy  has  lost  the  confidence  of 
the  Yankees  and  t^t  (George  Smith  is  suspected.  It  seems,  then,  a  dtf- 
ficult  task  to  put  Foster  on  a  wrong  scent  again.  B.  and  C.  tdl  me  that 
our  deserters  are  also  suspected,  and  that  the  last  two  sent  down  are 
in  irons.  I  wish,  therefore,  to  arrange  a  plan  with  you  for  chasing  the 
deserters  and  firing  ui>on  them  until  you  run  them  into  their  lines. 
This  would  relieve  M.  suspidons  and  enable  me  to  stuiF  Foster  to  my 
hearths  content.  Gome  up  to-morrow  or  next  day  and  we  will  arrange 
the  plan. 

I  was  at  Gore  Greek,  on  the  I>over  road^  on  Friday.  The  mills  are  not 
destroyed  as  leporteOi     I  wish  you  to  nave  the  scouts  arresteil  who 
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gttve  tlie  ftlse  report  We  must  have  tme  information,  and  the  care- 
leas  and  sensational  sooat  deserves  pnnidiment  General  Bansom  is  on- 
well  and  may  be  detained  here  four  or  Ave  days*  bat  I  would  prefer  yon 
to  come  to-monow.  I  think  that  yon  can  break  np  the  negro  nest  on 
<3oose  Greek  Island.  I  will  draw  Foster  off  towards  Plymouth  while 
yon  are  operating  thore. 

The  Big  Pine  tones  must  be  cat  oll^  bat  I  fear  a  light  with  them  lest 
yoa  kill  some  of  my  spies  among  them.  Goald  yoo  not  manage  tiirongh 
Smith  to  give  them  notice  in  a  qniet  way  to  get  off  somewhere.  Ton 
can't  be  too  caatioos  in  this  matter.  Saspidon  might  be  excited  and  the 
whole  thing  prove  a  &ilare. 

Send  F.  Kiggs  down  to-morrow,  and  let  me  have  a  fhll  report  ftom 
that  section  by  the  1st  of  May  at  inrthest 

I  cannot  too  emphatically  caation  yoa  that  yonr  men  most  not  trost 
to  the  rep<^  of  others,  bat  most  see  with  thdr  own  eyes  everything 
they  repcMrt 

The  acooonts  of  the  Yankee  treatment  of  Spinola  amose  me  ver^ 
moch.  He  made  his  escape  in  good  time,  however,  and  deserves  credit 
for  his  foot-race  if  not  for  his  fight. 

If  yoo  cannot  come  op  to-morrow  send  op  Lieatenant  Harrington  or 
Lientenant  Whitford,  now  I  believe  a  captiun. 

The  note  of  mine  found  at  Hill's  Point  was  not  important,  at  least  I 
think  not. 

Bespectfolly, 

D.  H.  HILL, 

HSADQUABTBBS, 

Near  auffoJkj  Va.^  Apnl  20, 1863. 
Mai.  Oen.  Abnold  Elzet, 

Oommanding  DepartmmU  of  Biehnunuiy  Fa. : 

Gbhsbal  :  The  commanding  general  desires  yoo  to  caose  the  wharves 
and  landing  places  on  yonr  side  of  the  river  wherever  the  enemy  might 
effect  a  landing  to  be  burnt  or  otherwise  destroyed.  Please  direct  t&ir 
destruction  to  be  thorough  and  complete. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLBT  SOBBBL, 
A99i9imU  A^lfuUm^GeimrmL 


Natt  Depabtmbnt,  O.  S.  a., 

Biehmond,  AprU  27, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Seddoiv. 

Beeretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  Your  letter  of  the  25th  instant,  inclosing  a  letter  from  General 
Whiting,  has  been  received,  and  in  reply  I  inclose  herewith  cop^  of  n^ 
letter  to  (General  Whiting  on  the  subject  to  which  he  refers  in  his  letter 
U>you. 

General  Whiting's  letter  is  herewith  returned. 
I  am,  respectfolly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MALLOBT, 
Secretary  of  the  ifaivff. 
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Biokmimd,  April  25, 18tf3. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  H.  0.  WmTma,  C.  8.  A., 

Oommander'in-Ohiefj  Wilminffton,N.  0.: 

OANEBAii;  Yoar  letter  of  the  2l8t  instant  has  been  received.  Know- 
ing your  want  of  heavy  gnns  I  would  have  sent  yon  the  Raleigh's  bat- 
tery before  had  it  been  ready.  Bat  two  of  the  guns  designed  for  her 
are  anywhere  near  ready.  They  will  be  sent  with  Mnmnnition  and 
equipments  in  a  few  days.  They  are  two  11,000  pound  double-banded 
Brooke  6.4  guns,  whose  penetration,  as  shown  by  our  iron  targets,  eqaal 
that  of  the  7-incn.  Their  bolts  weigh  90  pounds. 
Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  B.  MALLOBT, 
Seerektry  of  ike  Jviwy. 

Hbabquabtsbs, 
WilmingtOHj  AprU  21, 1863. 
Hon.  Jahbb  a.  Sbddom, 

Seoretary  of  Wwr^  Bichmond : 

Bib  :  Please  to  ask  the  Secretary  of  the  Navy  if  he  will  lend  me  the 
armament  of  the  Baleigh,  especially  the  Brooke  rifles,  until  she  is  ready 
to  use  them.  She  wUl  not  be  ready  for  at  least  three  months,  and  during 
that  time  I  may  be  attacked  and  those  guns  would  be  of  incalculable 
service  in  the  defense. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Brigadier-OmeraL 


Headquabtebs  abmt  of  Nobthebn  YmainiA, 

April  277186S. 
Lieut.  Qea.  Jahbb  Loi^GSTBifiET,  Oommandimgj  do. : 

Oenebal  :  I  received  last  night  a  dispatch  from  Mi^.  [William]  Nor- 
ris,  chief  of  signal  corps  in  Richmond,  stating  that  a  special  scout  to 
Wa^ington  City  had  returned  Saturday  night.  After  giving  the 
strength  of  General  Hooker's  army,  which  he  had  put  down  very  heavy 

g between  160,000  and  160,000),  and  that  he  had  been  reenforoed  from 
altimore.  Washington,  Alexandria,  and  Harper's  Ferry,  he  says  that 
10,000  or  12,000  men  had  been  sent  to  SufEblk  which  were  not  taken 
from  Hooker's  army.  Although  I  think  his  statement  very  much  ex- 
aggerated, yet  all  accounts  agree  that  Hooker  has  been  re-enforced,  aud 
that  troops  from  the  rear  have  been  brought  forward  to  the  Bappahan- 
nock.  This  looks  as  if  he  intended  to  make  an  aggressive  movement, 
but  by  what  route  1  cannot  ascertain. 

A  dispatch  from  Stuart,  of  the  26th,  received  last  night,  states  that 
Stoneman  is  in  force  in  the  neighborhood  of  Warrenton ;  that  a  brigade 
of  infantry  is  guarding  the  Bappahannock  Bridge  and  the  foids  each 
side;  that  the  trains  are  running  rep^nlarly  on  the  Orange  and  Alex- 
andria Bailroad  to  Bealeton,  but  that  he  does  not  learn  they  bring  np 
any  troops. 

I  am  glad  to  learn  by  your  letter  received  yesterday  by  special  cou- 
rier that  you  are  getting  everything  out  of  North  Carolina  as  rapidly 
as  iK>ssible.    Oan  you  give  me  any  idea  when  your  operations  wUi  be 
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oompleted  and  whether  any  of  the  troops  you  have  in  North  Carolina 
can  be  spwred  firom  there  f  As  regards  your  aggressive  movement 
npon  Suffolk,  you  must  act  according  to  yonr  goi^  jadgment.  If  a 
damaging  blow  conld  be  struck  there  or  elsewhere  of  course  it  would 
be  advantageous ;  but  if  the  place  was  taken  I  doubt  whether  we  could 
siMure  a  garrison  to  hold  it,  and  storming  of  his  works  might  cost  us 
very  dear. 

I  am,  very  respectfkilly,  yours, 

B.  B.  LBB, 

OmerdL 

P.  B. — ^Is  not  the  Biffhth  Oorps,  which  you  mention  in  your  front, 
Keyes',  from  Yorktownt 


Hbasquabtbbs, 
year  SuffoU^j  Fa.,  April  27, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Beddon, 

Beoretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  K  the  reports  of  officers  of  the  quartermastei's  and  subsistence 
departments  are  to  be  relied  ui)on,  it  will  require  a  montii  to  haul  out 
the  supplies  of  this  portion  of  the  country.  If  it  is  desirable  that  we 
should  remain  for  that  purpose  the  Bichmond  would  be  of  great  assist- 
ance to  us;  it  would  at  least  secure  Bichmond  Oity  against  any  sudden 
move  of  the  enemy  and  protect  my  left  Unless  a  part  of  this  Ibrce  te 
necessary  on  the  Bappahannock  it  would  probably  be  well  for  us  to 
hold  our  line  as  it  now  is  instead  of  giving  up  the  country  back  to  the 
Blackwater  again.  I  learned  yesterday  that  tiiere  are  a  number  of  guns 
in  the  old  river  forts  that  were  abandoned  by  us  when  this  country  was 
given  up.  I  have  sent  Captain  Clarke  (engineers)  down  to  examine  the 
old  works  and  guns  and  report  their  condition.  I  presume  that  many 
of  these  guns  may  be  made  useful  if  we  can  have  carriages  made  for 
them. 

I  remain,  sir,  very  respectfhlly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
LimUenant-Oeneraly  Oammamiimg. 


HBADQTrABTBBSv  AprU  21  ^  1863—1  p.  BL 

lieutenant-Gtoneral  LoNasTBEET, 

Cammanding^  dfc. : 

Gebbbal  :  I  started  this  morning  at  8  a.  m.^  and,  with  Generals  Jen- 
kins and  Davis,  have  walked  the  margin  of  Spikes'  Bun  from  where  the 
right  of  my  line  strikes  the  run  to  where  General  Gkunett  is  defending 
the  ford,  on  the  old  Somerton  road.  The  distance  is  over  three«quar- 
ters  of  a  mile,  and  the  run,  while  it  is  an  obstacle,  is  no  barrier  to  in- 
fantry. It  can  be  crossed  at  any  point  throughout  its  length  between 
those  points  by  infantry.  There  are  several  log  crossings  in  the  inter- 
val. I  have  yonr  noto,  and  will  have  an  examination  m^e  with  a  view 
to  have  a  ford  for  artillery.  I  mention  the  condition  of  Spikes'  Bun 
that  it  may  be  duly  considered  as  a  part  of  the  general  line. 
Very  truly, 

S.  G.  FBBNOH, 
Mqfar-Oeneralj  Cammaatding* 
65  B  B— VOL  xvm 
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HBA]>QUABTEBBy 

Near  B%ffiolk,  Fa.,  April  27, 186Sw 

M%|.  Oen.  S.  G.  Frbnoh,  Oammandingj  die. : 

Gbnrral  :  The  commandiDg  genenJ  desireB  yoa  to  cauae  the 
in  tcont  of  the  rifle-pits  on  yonr  line  to  be  so  inoreased  in  thickness  as 
to  enable  it  to  resist  the  fire  of  artillery.  He  also  wishes  yon  to  cauae 
the  interval  between  yonr  works  and  the  bmsh  or  abatis  in  firont  to  be 
fiUed  np  with  the  same  kind  of  brush  or  abatis,  the  whole  when  com- 
pleted to  coyer  60  or  70  yards  in  front  of  the  works. 

I  am,  generaL  very  respectfolly,  yonr  obedienl  servant, 

G.  MOXLBY  SOBBEL, 
AMiigtamt  AdfutaiU-GemermL 


Statb  op  Kobth  Carolina,  Exboutivb  Drpartmbnt, 

EaUigky  N.  (7.,  AprU  27 j  180. 
Hon.  Jakes  A.  Shddon, 

Seeretary  of  War^  Biekmandj  Vd. : 

Sib:  I  received  a  message  from  yon  by  Judge  Buffln  in  regaid  to 
supplies  for  tibe  army  and  desiring  to  know  if  I  could  not  turn  over  to 
the  Oonfederaoy  the  stores  on  hand  belonging  to  the  State.  It  affords 
me  great  pleasure  to  assure  yon  that  the  crisis  in  regard  to  provisions 
in  this  State  has  passed  over,  and  the  conviction  is  now  firm  in  all  minds 
that  there  is  not  only  enough  but  to  spare.  The  passage  of  the  impress- 
ment act  and  the  near  approach  of  a  harvest,  which  promises  to  be 
abundant,  have  brought  to  light  many  hoards  that  the  fear  of  flemiine 
kept  out  of  the  market.  The  call  for  aid  to  the  army  has  met  with  a 
liberal  response  from  our  generous  people,  and  I  trust  all  fears  may  be 
dismissed.  The  quantity  of  provisions  on  hand  was  not  large  belong- 
ing to  North  Carolina.  They  were  purchased  under  anthoiil^  of  an  act 
of  our  Legislature  to  prevent  suffering  in  the  families  of  soldiers  and 
consequent  disquiet  and  desertion  in  the  army.  The  demand  has  been 
much  less  than  I  expected,  and  in  a  few  weeks  I  shall  be  able  to  see 
what  can  be  dispensed  with.  I  hope  to  be  able  to  turn  over  some 
260,000  pounds  of  bacon  and  some  com  to  the  Conflederacy,  pxedseiy 
how  much  I  cannot  now  say.  The  purchases  of  Government  agents 
can  also  be  inoreased  when  the  State  and  most  of  the  private  incovid- 
nals  cease  to  be  in  the  market. 

Very  respeotttally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  VANOB. 


Tuesday  Nioht,  AprU  28, 1863. 

(Beceived  May  1, 1803.) 
[MiQ.  William  Norrib  :] 

The  enemy  on  the  Peninsula  have  not  been  re-enforced  by  a  man 
since  I  last  reported  (April  22).  There  is  only  a  camp  guard  at  New- 
port News;  three  companies  of  the  Third  New  York  on  garrison  dut^ 
at  the  fortress,  and  Bobertson's  battalion  (six  companies)  at  Camp 
Baoiilton ;  Keyes,  with  one  brigade  (and  that  a  small  one)  and  a  few 
cavalry,  is  at  Torktown  and  Fort  Magmder.  I  have  positive  informa- 
tion that  rations  are  regularly  drawn  for  40,000  men  at  Snifolk.  Beef- 
cattle  are  butchered  at  Newport  News  and  the  meat  sent  dkect  to  Suf- 
folk. Dix  has  called  for  10,000  more  men.  This  information  was  thus 
obtained :  A  Mend  of  ours  was  at  the  fort  and  saw  the  post,  oommis- 
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Bary  of  aabsistenoe  of  Newport  News,  who  infonned  him  that  he  sent 
40,000  rations  of  beef.  Great  fear  is  manifested  because  of  the  ramored 
coming  of  our  gunboats.  All  Government  material  at  Newport  News 
is  ready  to  be  moved  at  a  moment's  warning.  The  usual  fleet  is  in  the 
river. 

Very  respectfhUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

0.  H.  CAUSEY, 


HooxBBTON,  N.  0.,  AprU  28, 1863—9  p.  m. 

M%).  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill: 

Gbnxbal  :  Tours  of  6.15  p.  m.  is  just  received.  I  will  be  ready,  but 
1  am  very  doubtful  of  their  coming  to  Gk>ldsborough  if  they  say  they 
are  coming ;  though  if  this  be  a  demonstration,  and  they  have  sent  their 
re-enforcements  back  from  Washington,  I  know  not  where  the  real  at- 
tack can  be.  Unless  General  Lougstreet  has  more  hope  of  doing  some- 
thing at  Suffolk  than  I  have.  I  wish  him  back  on  the  railroads.  I  hope 
the  commissary  will  be  reaay  for  us  at  Kinston  when  we  come,  for  the 
commissariat  question  is  my  great  bother. 
Yours,  very  truly, 

J.  J.  PBTTIGEBW, 

Brigadier-OtneraL 


EzscuTiviB  Dbpabtmbnt,  Nobth  GABOLOrA, 

BtMghj  AprU  28, 1868. 
Hon.  JAHBS  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

Sib:  From  the  best  information  to  be  obtained  it  seems  now  pretty 
certain  that  the  enemy  has  abandoned  fhrther  attempts  upon  Charles- 
ton and  will  direct  his  attention  principally  to  the  invasion  of  North 
Carolina  during  this  season.  I  desire  to  say  that  coast  of  North  Caro- 
lina is  very  poorly  defended  indeed.  The  Boanoke,  the  Tar,  and  the 
Neuse,  embracing  the  richest  corn-growing  region  of  the  State,  upon 
which  the  army  of  General  Lee  has  been  subsistingfor  months,  have  no 
heavy  artillery  for  their  defense.  The  attack  on  Washington  recently 
&^iled  through  the  defect  of  artillei^  and  the  very  alarming  inferiority 
of  the  ammunition.  1  veiy  much  fear  that  region  will  not  be  planted, 
so  disheartening  is  the  prospect  of  defense.  OSie-fifbh  of  the  care  taken 
in  rendering  Charleston  impregnable  would  be  well  bestowed  in  strength- 
ening the  defenses  of  W  ilmin^n,  which  are  now  confessedly  wei^  It 
is  a  point  equally  important  in  a  military  view  in  every  respect,  and 
calls  a4  loudly  for  the  protection  of  the  Government,  and  yet  nearly  all 
the  heavy  guns  of  the  Confederacy  seem  to  have  been  sent  to  Charles- 
ton, and  other  points  are  left  to  take  the  chances.  An  att^ack  upon  Wil- 
mington by  half  of  the  number  of  iron-clads  which  assaulted  Charleston 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  capture  of  the  city.  Can  notliing  be  done  to 
strengthen  that  point! 

From  lioanoke  Island  to  the  late  siege  of  Washington  the  history  of 
the  war  has  been  a  succession  of  calamities  in  North  Carolina  which  none 
but  the  ungenerous  and  untruthful  can  charge  to  a  want  of  bravery  and 
patient  endurance  ou  the  part  of  her  people.  I  shall  not  pretend  to  say 
that  our  defense  is  intentionally  neglected,  but  that  it  is  very  poorly 
provided  for  is  a  finct  too  patent  to  deny,  and  that  it  can  be  better  pro- 


1028  NORTH  CAROLINA  AND  &  E.  YIROIHIA.  (Osir. 

vided  for  I  hopt)  \b  tme,  from  the  fact,  which  I  am  aasmred  is  trae,  that 
every  sea-port  in  our  possessioii  is  stronger  than  Wilmington.  It  18 
diBCoaraging  to  know  this  when  we  consider  what  North  Carolina  has 
done  for  the  cause  in  men  and  means.  We  certainly  ought  to  fare  no 
worse  than  our  sisters. 

I  am  again  called  on  by  General  Hill  to  call  out  the  militia.  Consider- 
ing that  our  white  male  population  is  already  taken  to  the  age  of  forty; 
that  nearly  twenty  of  our  richest  counties  have  been  stripped  of  their 
slaves ;  that  over  1^500  are  yet  at  work  on  the  fortifications,  it  seems  a 
physi(^  impossibihty  to  prevent  a  famine  should  all  the  balance  of  oar 
labor  be  abstracted  from  the  farms  in  the  middle  of  the  planting  season, 
yet  I  could  call  them  out  with  less  reluctance,  and  put  raw  plowmen  to 
contend  with  iron-clad  ships  of  war  with  less  regret,  if  I  were  honestly 
convinced  that  eveiything  possible  to  do  had  b^n  done,  and  that  sadik 
a  course  was  unavoidable.  What  the  resources  of  the  Ordnance  De- 
partment are  of  course  I  do  not  know.  But  may  I  hope  that  now  that 
the  attack  upon  Charleston  is  over,  the  defenses  of  Wilmington  and 
navigable  rivers  of  the  State  will  receive  the  earnest  attention  of  the 
War  Department,  and  the  requisitions  of  the  generals  in  command  will 
meet  with  every  possible  friMlmentf  Permit  me  to  assure  you  in  the 
candor  which  I  usually  employ  in  addressing  you,  that  an  earnest  and 
vigorous  elSbrt  to  defend  these  exposed  points  would  work  a  most  happy 
effect  in  the  dissatisfied  public  mind  of  the  people. 

I  am,  sir,  most  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

Z.  B.  YANOB. 


BiCHMOND,  Ya.,  AprU  20, 1863. 

Msj.  Oen.  S.  G.  Frenoh,  Fetersburgy  Va. : 

General:  The  Secretary  of  War  directs  that  you  send  here  aO  the 
available  forces  at  your  command  in  and  around  Petersburg  with  the 
least  delay  practicable.    In  order  not  to  interrupt  railroad  transporta- 
tion this  force  will  move  by  marching. 
Yery  respectifhlly,  &o., 

S.  COOPER, 
A^Qutant  and  Ingpector  OeierdL 


BiOHMOND,  Ya^  April  29, 1863. 
M^j.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hnx, 

Oommandingy  i&e.,  Qoldsbaroughj  If,  0. : 

General:  The  following  telegram  has  just  been  received  from  Gen- 
eral Lee: 

The  enemy  is  oioflBing  below  Deep  Ron,  about  the  same  place  aa  before.  The  foj? 
has  been  so  thick  during  the  nisht  and  morning  that  we  can  only  see  a  few  yardsu 
Taken  with  the  reports  reoelTedfrom  our  left,  it  looks  like  a  general  advance;  but 
where  his  main  effort  will  be  made  cannot  say.  Troope  not  wanted  south  of  James 
River  had  better  be  moTed  in  this  direction  and  aU  other  necessaiy  prepanitions 
made. 

B.  £.  Li££, 

This  renders  it  important  that  such  foroes  as  you  deem  judidous 
should  be  concentrated  at  Bichmond,  to  be  in  supporting  distance. 
General  Lee  may  telegraph  you.    In  absence  of  instructions  £h>m  him 
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make  such  arraugementa  with  above  view  as  your  judgment  shall  dic- 
tate.  A  like  dispatch  has  been  sent  to  Lieatenant-Greneral  Longstreet. 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

S.  OOOPBE, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  OeneraL 


[April  29, 1863.] 
[General  Lonobtbbbt:] 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  General  Lee : 

Frbdbricksburo,  Va.,  April  29,  1863. 

The  enemy  ia  in  large  force  on  north  bank  of  Rappahannock,  opposite  the  railroad, 
at  Hamilton's  Croasinff.  He  ia  croeaing  troopa  below  the  point  at  which  he  croeaed  in 
December,  and  extends  lower  down  the  riyer.  I  have  diacoveied  nothing  lower  than 
the  month  of  Maaaaponaz  Creek.  He  ia  certainly  croaaing  in  large  force  here,  and  it 
looka  aa  if  be  waa  in  earnest.  I  hear  of  no  other  point  at  which  he  ia  croaaing,  except 
below  Kelly'a  Ford,  where  General  Howard  haa  croaaed  with  hia  division,  aaid  to  be 
14,000^  six  piecea  of  artiUery,  and  aome  cavalry.  Stoneman  will  probably  croaa  about 
the  Waiienton  Springe,  and  I  liear  will  make  for  QordonaviUe  and  may  deatroy  our 
loada.  I  have  nothing  to  oppoae  to  all  that  foroe  np  there  except  the  two  brigadea 
of  cavalry  under  General  Stoart.  All  available  troopa  had  better  be  aent  forwud  aa 
npidly  aa  powible  by  xaU  and  otherwise. 

R.  £,  li££. 

S.  OOOPEB, 
A^ljuitmt  amd  Intpeotar  OtneraL 


BiOHM oinOy  Ya.,  April  29, 1803. 
General  Lonobtbxbt, 

Framklim,  Va^  near  BlackunUer: 

I  have  sent  dispatch  to  you  by  messenger  more  in  detail.  Be  pre- 
pared to  move  yoor  command  in  accordance  with  that  dispatdi  with  the 
least  practicable  dday. 

S.  OOOPEB, 
Adfutamt  and  Inspector  OmeraL 


Adjutant  Ain>  Insfbotob  Obnebai^'s  Cffiob, 

Biehm4mdj  Va.,  April  29, 1863. 
Lieutenant-General  Longstbbbt: 

The  following  telegram  just  received  since  the  one  already  common!- 
cated  to  yon : 

If  any  troopa  can  be  aent  b^  rail  to  Gordonaville  under  a  good  officer  I  recommend  it. 
Longatreet'a  diviaion,  if  available,  had  better  come  to  me,  and  t^e  troopa  for  Gordona- 
ville and  the  protection  of  the  railroad  from  Richmond  and  North  Carolina  if  practi- 
cable. Geneiml  Howard,  of  the  enemy'a  forcea,  making  toward  Gordonaville,  naa  aix 
batteriea  with  him.    Pleaae  order  the  forwarding  of  aoppliea. 

The  Secretary,  in  view  of  the  above,  directs  the  return  of  your  com- 
mand, or  at  least  such  portions  of  it  as  can  be  spared  without  serious 
risk ;  also  any  surplus  force  that  can  be  spared  firom  General  D.  H. 
Hill.  Bhett's  command  has  been  sent  to  Gordonsville.  These  move- 
ments are  required  to  be  made  with  the  utmost  dispatch. 
Bespectfnlly,  ftc, 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjutant  amd  Ingpeotar  Oenerak 
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EiHBTON,  N.  0.,  April  29, 1863. 

General  G.  T.  Bbaubkoabd,  Ohar1e»tanj  &  d, : 

Gbnebal  :  I  see  it  stated  in  the  New  York  papers  that  Hunter  had 
bat  7,000  men  who  conld  be  spared  to  co-operate  witii  Da  Pont.  How 
trae  this  is  I  do  not  know,  bat  all  the  papers  concnr  in  the  statem^it 
the  land  force  was  small.  I  have  force  enongh  here,  if  concentrated,  to 
fight  Foster  snccessfally,  bat  the  troops  are  necessEuily  scattered  over 
near  100  miles.  With  the  Nease,  Tar,  Boanoke,  and  Chowan  mnning 
nearly  ap  to  the  railroad,  it  is  an  easy  matter  for  the  Yankees  to  make 
raids  into  the  richest  agricnltaral  portion  of  North  Carolina  and  of  the 
Sonth  and  carry  off  hundreds  of  negroes  and  destroy  an  incalcnlable 
amoant  of  property.  It  is  impossible  to  protect  the  formers'  interests 
of  this  fertile  region  without  a  division  of  force  and  consequent  weak- 
ness. I  learn  from  General  Whiting  that  Evans^  brigade  has  gone  back 
to  Charleston,  and  the  object  of  this  is  to  ask  if  yon  could  send  me 
Cliugman's  brigade.  If  the  attack  should  be  renewed  at  Charleston  I 
could  return  it  rapidly,  as  I  would  encamp  it  on  the  railroad  at  Magno- 
lia Depot.  General  Longstreet  has  got  all  my  cavahry  worth  a  son,  and 
a  sudden  cavalry  raid  on  the  railroad  might  be  suooessftil  in  destroying 
the  bridges  and  trestle-work  below  Magnolia. 

With  great  respect,  

D.  H.  HILLy 
Miffor-GmeroL 


EiNBTON,  N.  C,  April  29, 1883. 

General  G.  T.  BsATTBBaABD,  Oharlestonj  B.  C. : 

GmreRAL :  I  send  you  report  of  a  trustworthy  scout.  I  am  satislled 
that  Foster  has  applied  for  and  is  getting  back  the  twenty  regiments 
fhmished  to  Hunter.  This  will  give  him  a  force  more  than  doable  of 
mine,  and  troops,  too,  which  have  seen  more  service.  The  Yankees  have 
shown  unusual  boldness  lately,  and  this  with  them  always  indicates  the 
presence  of  a  large  force.  Yesterday  my  outposts  were  pushed  back  to 
within  5  miles  of  this  place  and  they  are  near  me  in  heavy  foroe.  I 
cannot  bring  my  three  brigades  to  this  point  lest  a  sudden  movement 
be  made  from  Washington  on  Greenville  and  Tarborough.  I  am  very 
desirous  to  get  Clingman's  brigade  at  Wilmington,  that  Cooke  might 
be  on  the  railroad.  Clingman's  troops  have  been  mach  demoralized,  and 
I  learn  can  only  be  trusted  behind  earthworks.  I  have  no  idea  that  the 
Yankees  under  Hunter  will  make  a  land  advance.  Foster,  however,  is 
bold,  but  ambitious  and  fiuiaticaL  I  have  obtained  a  copy  of  a  letter 
from  him  to  Dix  last  winter  (December),  in  which  he  proposes  to  destroy 
the  railroad  at  Einston  and  march  upon  Wilmington.  The  defeat  of 
Bumside  arrested  that  pretty  little  plan.  I  hope  ^t  you  can  send  me 
(Kingman's  brigade. 

With  great  respect,  

D.  H.  HILL, 
Miffor-OmermL 


SWANSBOBOUGH,  N.  C,  April  27, 1863. 
Maj.  Jambs  H.  Hill: 

Majob:  The  highest  estimate  that  any  one  in  whom  I  can  rely  has 
made  of  the  number  of  troops  sent  up  to  New  Berne  is  5,000.  Of  the 
number  of  vessels  I  have  been  unable  to  learn  anything  further  than  has 
been  already  dispatched  you.    Through  a  scout  of  General  Ransom's  I 
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learned  that  on  Saturday  at  8  p.  m.  Hedkman'b  brinde  passed  down 
the  road  thronsh  Shepherdsyille,  as  the  sooat  belleTedy  to  Beaoibrty  tmt 
I  have  learned  from  another  soorce  that  their  destination  was  moro  prob- 
ably Carolina  City.  The  enemy,  I  am  informed,  aro  fortifying  at  or  near 
that  point  on  Newport  River,  extending  to  the  Sound,  a  distance  of  4 
miles.  For  this  purpose  they  have  been  pressing  the  negroes.  This 
movement  of  Beokman's  brig^e  was  sent  to  General  Bansom  last  Sat- 
urday night  at  2  a.  m.  I  wonld  have  sent  it  immediately  to  yon,  but 
knowing  that  it  wonld  reach  you  almost  as  soon  by  that  route  as  by  this 
I  concluded  to  await  news  ftom  my  usual  source,  by  which  I  wonld  get 
something  more,  or  at  least  confirmatory.  In  this  I  was  in  part  disap- 
pointed. The  conductor  did  not  visit  the  road  himself^  but  through  him 
&t>m  another  man,  who  saw  the  cars  pass,  said  that  they  wero  loaded 
with  troops  from  New  Berne.  With  this  dispatch  you  will  find  the  Bz- 
prees  of  the  14th  instant,  a  very  interesting  paper. 
Please  send  me  a  half  quiro  of  paper  and  a  pack  of  envelopes. 
Very  respectfully,  yours,  Ac, 

B.  J.  SHABP. 


Hbadqvastxbs,  April  29,  IBdSL 
M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding  Hfortk  OaroliMa  Departmmt : 

Geivbbal  :  Tour  letter  of  the  26th  is  received.  I  am  somewhat  re- 
lieved to  find  you  aro  not  threatened  with  anything  immediate  fhmi  the 
enemy.  They  always  move  slowly,  and  must  do  so  in  North  Oajnolina. 
whero  they  have  no  railroad  for  their  transportation.  I  hope  that  all 
the  troops  sent  to  South  Garolina  will  soon  be  returned  to  you.  I  doubts 
though^  the  enemy  intends  any  decided  move  in  North  Carolina  or 
here.  The  enemy  will  try  any  dodge  or  trick,  however,  which  gives  any 
promise  of  success.  Be-enforcements  have  been  sent  hero  (to  Suffolk) 
but  I  am  not  satisfied  as  to  the  extent.  I  am  of  the  opinion,  however, 
that  I  can  hold  my  position  against  any  attack  from  the  nont.  We 
shall  be  hero  at  least  two  weeks  longer  hauling  out  supplies.  I  expect 
you  to  keep  General  Foster's  forces  off  of  me  and  I  shul  consider  my- 
self quite  safe.  Thero  aro  no  other  forces  to  accumulate  against  me. 
We  have  recovered  some  twenty -odd  siege-guns  that  wero  left  near  hero 
when  we  gave  up  this  county  last  year,  which  I  hope  that  we  may  be 
able  to  send  you  as  soon  as  we  can  get  carriages  for  them..  This  is  idl 
that  I  can  promise  you  in  artillery.  I  can  get  nothing  in  Bichmond,  or 
little  at  best.  If  you  cannot  keep  General  Foster's  forces  off  of  me  you 
must  be  proparod  to  join  us  with  part  of  your  force  in  case  General 
Foster  should  move  in  this  direction  from  North  Carolina.  Have  your 
scouts  out  and  keep  yourself  well  advised  of  the  enemy's  movements. 
We  aro  in  telegraphic  communication  with  you  now  via  Petersburg. 
I  romain,  very  respectfolly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 
IMutmamt-Qmeralj  OimmaiMmg. 


BiOHMOND,  Va.,  April  30,  ISdS. 

General  G.  T.  Bbaussoabd,  Oharlestan^  8.  (7. : 

Send  a  full  brigade  immediately  to  North  Carolina  to  roport  to  Gen- 
eral HIIL 

S.  COOPBB, 
A^fuUmi  and  Inapeetar  Omtrui 
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BiOHMOHB,  Va*,  AprU  30, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hell,  KimttOHj  N.  0. : 

Send  a  brigade  immediately  to  thiB  place;  Bansom's  preened,  if  no 
loss  of  time  is  involved. 

8.  COOPER, 
A^^uia/iU  amd  Inapeetor  CfeneraL 


BiOHMONl),  Ya.,  AprU  30, 1863. 

Lieut  Oen.  Jambs  Lonostrrkt,  Suffolkj  Va. : 

Move  without  delay  with  your  command  to  this  place  to  effect  a  junc- 
tion with  G^eral  Lee. 

S.  COOPBB, 
A^f^ftoMt  and  Ifupeetar  OmermL 


SUFPOUC,  Ya*,  AprU  aO,  1863. 
Oeneral  B.  Coopbb, 

AdjuUmt  and  Impeotor  Oeneral: 

Genbbal:  Yon  can  send  Oeneral  Wise's  brigade  to  Gordonsville  and 
telegraph  Oeneral  D.  H.  Hill  for  a  brigade  and  replace  %  and  Oenend 
Beanregard  for  Giingman's  brigade  for  Gkoieral  HilL 

JAMES  LOKOSTBEET, 
Lientenant-Oenerdlj  Oinnmanding. 


Hbadquabtbbs,  AprU  30, 1863. 
Mi^.  Glen.  D.  H.  Hnx: 

Obneral  :  Your  letter  of  the  27th  is  received.  The  battery  on  the 
Ghowan  will  hardly  be  needed,  as  the  probabilities  are  that  this  com- 
mand will  soon  be  moved  to  the  Bappahannock.  If  this  is  done  one  of 
the  brigades  in  North  Garolina  will  be  needed  here  to  hold  the  line  of 
the  Blackwater.  But  I  presume  that  Generals  Evans  and  Glingman 
will  return  to  you  before  the  brigade  is  called  for.  I  very  muohdonbt 
the  policy  of  holding  all  the  points  of  your  line  or  of  attempting  to  do 
so.  Two  points,  with  your  forces  so  arranged  as  to  meet  an  advance 
against  either,  I  should  think  your  better  arrangement.  The  greater  the 
number  of  pdints  that  the  enemy  holds  the  better,  inasmuch  as  he  in- 
creases his  line  and  diminishes  the  number  of  available  troops.  When 
the  enemy  does  advance  I  think  that  it  would  be  well  to  let  him  get 
well  out  from  his  base  before  giving  him  battle.  Then,  if  yon  can  get  a 
strong  position  behind  him,  you  will  force  him  to  attack  you  and  wm  be 
almost  certain  to  destroy  him.  I  regret  that  you  have  ordered  so  much 
of  the  cavalry  here.  I  onlv  wanted  one  regiment  and  ci^ed  particu- 
larly for  Golonel  Glaibome^s,  because  I  thought  it  was  in  such  a  condi- 
tion as  to  be  of  little  use  to  you,  and  could  scout  the  counties  south  of 
this  and  at  the  same  time  help  to  consume  forage  that  we  might  not  bi 
able  to  haul  ofEl  I  desire  that  you  recall  all  the  cavidry  that  you  have 
ordered  except  one  regiment.  If  my  troops  are  recalled  to  the  Bappa- 
hannock I  expect  to  return  with  them;  but  no  move  will  be  made  for 
several  days  yet. 

I  remabi,  very  lespectftilly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEBT, 
Lieuteiumt'Oenerdly  Oommanding. 
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KixEJOH,  N.  c,  ApHi  30,  isea. 

MiQ.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx, 

Comdg.  Dept.  of  North  CarolmOj  Goldtiboraughj  N.  0. : 

General:  I  received  to-day  your  letter  of  the  28th  instant.  Yon  are 
right  in  saying  I  woold  not  like  the  command  of  the  defenses  of  the 
Boanoke,  indnding  Hamilton  and  Weldon.  While  this  is  troe,  I  preto 
it  to  my  present  position  and  will  gladly  take  it  rather  than  remain  here. 
Please  |;iYe  the  order  at  once.  I  beg,  however,  that  yon  will  not  con- 
sider this  as  giving  up  any  chances  I  may  have  for  some  more  important 
position,  and  should  another  be  offered  yon  most  not  consider  me  change- 
able if  I  take  it.  I  hope  yon  will  give  me  the  two  regiments  now  in  uie 
State  not  belonging  to  brif^es — the  Seventeenth  and  Forty-second. 
The  Fifty-fifth  North  Carolina,  now  near  Suffolk,  has  never  been  regu- 
larly brigaded.  General  Longstreet  might  be  willing  to  send  that  back 
to  the  State.  Leventhonpe^s  regiment  has  been  recently  attached  to 
Pettigrew's  brigade  and  Faison's  Fifty-sixth  more  recently  to  Bansom's. 
All  of  them  have  never  been  under  my  command.  I  do  not  now  know 
a  position  that  would  be  agreeable  to  me,  and  can  therefore  make  no 
suggestions.  I  am,  however,  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  kind  offer 
to  do  what  you  can  to  accommodate  me. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  MABTDT. 


Headquarters,  ApHl  dO,  1883. 

M%|.  Qen.  S.  G.  French,  Oommandimgj  <£o. : 

General:  General  Hood  reports  that  the  enemy  is  again  attempting 
a  landing  on  this  side  the  river  near  the  old  fort  The  commanding 
general  desires  you  to  have  your  troops  in  readiness  to  move  to  the  point 
Uireatened. 

Very  respeotftilly, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 


Headquarters  Frenoh's  Division, 

April  30, 1863. 

In  accordance  with  the  within  information,  General  Jenkins  will  hold 
his  brigade  in  readiness  to  move  at  a  moment's  warning. 
By  order  of  Biigadier-Gtoneral  French : 

GBAHAM  DAVES, 
AwUtant  Adjutant-Oeneral. 
Please  return  this. 


Headquarters, 
Near  Suffolk^  Fa.,  ApHl  30, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Oomnumding^  dbe,: 

General:  I  am  directed  to  ask  that  you  will  relieve  to-night  the 
pickets  of  General  Anderson's  brigade  by  a  portion  of  Brig.  G^n.  J.  B 
uavis'  command. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfblly,  your  obedient  servant, 

G.  MOXLEY  SOBBEL, 
Assistant  Adjutant'&eneraL 
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Special  Orders,  \      ELdqbs.  Dbpt.  of  S.  G^  Ga*,  and  Fla^ 
No.  95.  f  OharlestoHj  &  O.,  April  90, 1868. 

•  •••••• 

VIII.  Brigadier-General  ClingmaD  is  relieved  from  daty  in  this  de- 
partmeut  and  will  report  with  his  brigade  to  Brigadier-Gencml  Whitingi 
at  Wilmington,  N.  C.  The  commanding  general  parts  with  this  finte  bri- 
gade with  the  hope  that  in  losing  it  from  his  command  the  good  of  the 
service  will  be  subserved  and  an  opportunity  afforded  for  distinction  and 

substantial  service  against  the  enemy  of  the  Confederate  States. 

•  •••••• 

By  command  of  General  Beaoregard: 

JNO,  M.  OTBY, 
A»9i$tamt  AdfuUmt-ChiermL 

BlOHMOND,  Jfoy  1, 1863. 
General  B.  E.  Lee,  Frederickaburgj  Va, : 

Onders  were  sent  on  Wednesday  to  General  Longstreet  to  move  for- 
wuxl  his  command  to  re-enforce  you.  He  replied  he  would  do  so  imme- 
diately, but  expected  to  be  a  little  delayed  in  gathering  up  his  transpor- 
tation train  to  prevent  its  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy,  then  in 
sight.  Gheneral  D.  H.  Hill,  at  Kinston,  was  also  directed  to  send  for- 
ward a  brigade  (Bansom's),  and  from  his  reply  it  may  be  expected  here 
to-night,  when  it  will  be  immediately  pushed  forward.  You  have  already 
been  informed  by  the  President  of  the  1,400  troops  sent  from  here  to 
Gordonsville.  I  do  not  look  for  the  arrival  of  Longstreet^s  command 
here  before  to-morrow  evening,  on  account  of  difficult  in  collecting  his 
train,  which  may  be  employed  in  collecting  subsistence  in  the  counties 
in  North  Garolina  (Bast). 

a  COOPBB, 
A^tamt  and  In^^eotor-OmeroL 


BlOHMOND,  Jlfoy  1, 1863. 
General  B.  E.  Lbe,  Frederiekthurg : 

The  following  dispatch  has  just  been  received  from  General  Hill: 

KiN8T0M|  Mag  1, 1863b 

Two  strong  regiments  have  left  in  train  for  Petersburg;  remainder  of  Petticrewli 
brigade  will  start  when  trains  can  be  gotten.  Conld  not  disabled  soldiaa  taEs  the 
nlsSe  of  the  negligent  operators  on  the  line  f    Toor  telegram  of  yesterday  readied  mo 

9  a.  m.  to-day.  

D.  H.  HILL. 

S.  COOPBB, 

A4iu^amt  amd  In^peokfr  OettermL 


BlOHlIONB,  Ya.,  Mof  1, 1868. 

lient.  Gen.  Jambs  Lonostbibbt, 

Nidoir  Suffolkj  Va. : 

Since  my  dispatch  to  you  labt  night  I  have  received  your  letter  of  dOth. 
The  order  sent  you  was  to  secure  all  possible  dispatch  without  inonrring 
loss  of  train  or  unnecessary  hasard  of  troops. 

S.  COOPBB, 
A^futatii  and  Intpeoior  OeieroL 
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May  1,  [1M3.] 
General  Bkaukxoabd,  OharlesUm  : 

Please  send  Glingman.    Bnemy  have  orossed  Bappahaanock.    Fight- 
ing commenced. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING. 


HBADQTJABTBB8  DiSTBIOT  OF  THE  CAPE  FBAB, 

WUmingtony  May  1, 1863. 
Mr.  J.  H.  FLANinsB,  Preamt: 

Sm:  The  affair  of  the  steamer  Lizzie  is  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the 
War  Department  and  has  been  ever  since  her  arrival  in  this  port,  at 
which  time  I  stated  the  circnmstances  of  the  steamer,  the  objections  to 
her  being  permitted  to  l^^ve,  wluch  in  my  opinion  are  very  strong,  and 
the  necessity,  in  both  a  military  and  naval  point  of  view,  which  I  con- 
ceived to  exist  for  her  remaining  in  the  river  for  Gk)vemment  service, 
eondnding  with  the  statement  that  I  should  not  permit  her  to  leave 
without  the  orders  of  the  Department.  To  this  letter  I  have  received  no 
reply,  nor  to  sabsequent  letters,  nor  to  my  telegraph  sent  previous  to 
your  own  application.  To  the  latter  I  fully  expected  you  would  have 
before  tUs  received  an  answer.  I  will,  however,  telegraph  again  to-day, 
requesting  an  immediate  reply. 

I  do  not  know  that  any  distinction  should  be  made  between  a  native 
and  a  Ibreign  owner  when  the  latter  may  be  either  an  enemy  or  belong- 
ing to  a  nation  which  does  not  choose  to  recognize  us  and  whose  Ch>v- 
emment  has  prohibited  the  business  in  which  she  is  engaged ;  if  any. 
perhaps  in  fieivor  of  the  native.  I  am  sorry  if  the  owners  have  suffered 
in  common  with  many  others  from  some  of  the  inconveniences  of  a  state 
of  war.  But  with  reference  to  this  trade  which  this  vessel  and  others 
are  engaged  in,  I  must  say  that  I  have  advised  the  Government  to  take 
possession  of  them  all.    The  telegram  I  have  referred  to  is  as  follows: 

Mat  1, 1863. 
Colonel  GoROASy  Rklmond: 

What  decision  has  the  Department  come  to  in  caae  of  Bteamer  Xasiie,  Ibnnerly  Mar- 
iner t    Answer  as  soon  as  possible. 

I  presume  the  Gk)vemment  would  remunerate  the  owners  for  any 
damages  sustained  by  them  as  engaged  in  a  legitimate  trade,  on  account 
of  the  action  of  the  military  authorities. 
Very  respectfully, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Majar-GhnerdL 

Ohaslestoiv,  S.  G.,  May  1, 1863. 
Brig.  Gen.  W.  U.  G.  Whiting, 

WUmingtonj  N.  0.  : 

Glingman  received  orders  yesterday  to  report  to  Gtoeral  HilL  Will 
leave  to-day  and  following.    Iron-clads  still  as  before  reported. 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD. 


Brigade  Headquastbbs, 

CkajBMs  Farmy  Fa.,  ifoy  1, 1863. 

M^j.  Gen.  Abnold  Elzby,  Qomma/ndingj  dto. : 

Gbnebal:  I  received  your  order  respecting  the  burning  of  all  the 
wharves  and  landings  on  this  side  of  James  Biver  late  last  evening.    At 
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(Chat.  ITT, 


9  a.  ni.  this  tiiorniug  I  proceeded  to  execute  the  order,  and  have  destroys -d 
two  wharves — Cox's  and  Aiken's.  The  destroyiuj?  of  landings,  as  ordered 
by  General  Lougstreet,  I  do  not  understand.  To-morrow  the  working 
party  will  proceed  to  Deep  Bottom,  Gnrtis'  Neck,  Turkey  Island,  and 
Ladd's,  destroying  all  the  wharves  as  low  down  as  we  can  reach.  WiU 
yon  please  say  by  return  courier  how  low  down  I  must  got  The  order 
embraces  all  the  wharves  on  this  side  of  James  Biver.  It  will  require 
more  force  than  I  have  under  my  command  to  execute  it.  ShaU  I  pro- 
ceed as  far  as  I  safely  may  to  the  moutib  of  the  Chickahominyf 

General,  permit  me  to  say  this  is  a  vain  expenditure  of  labor.  The 
enemy  can  land  any  5  miles  as  weU  without  as  with  the  wharves.  I  say 
this  under  a  sense  of  duty. 

Very  truly  and  respectftilly,  your  obedient  servant, 

HBNBY  A.  WISE, 

Brigadier-  OemeraL 


oommamdimgffor  Mag  1, 1863. 


Brig.  Gkn.  H.  A.  Wlae.. 
LtoSt  CoL  J.  M.  liMxy 
c^t.aaL«» 
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Hdqbs.  Dbpt.  South  Cabolina,  Gbobgia,  Ain>  Florida, 

Ohark»Um,  8.  0.,  ifay  2, 1868. 

M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Oamnuindingj  KinsUmj  N.  O. : 

General:  Tour  favor  of  the  29th  ultimo  has  been  received.  Two 
regiments  of  Olingman's  brigade  left  here  yesterday  for  Wilmington ;  the 
other  two  will  probably  leave  to-day.  Ton  have  also  been  telegraphed 
to  that  effect.  I  will  also  be  happy  to  assist  you  to  the  extent  of  our 
means,  so  soon  as  I  shall  know  positively  the  departure  of  the  balance 
of  Foster's  troops  still  on  Folly  Island,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Btono,  and 
on  Seabrook's  Island,  North  Bdisto.  The  enemy's  iron-dads  are  still 
as  already  reported— one  in  Port  Boyal  and  five  in  North  Edisto.  What 
he  proposes  doing  with  them  is  more  than  can  now  be  determined;  prob- 
ably he  has  not  done  so  himself. 

Wishing  you  ample  success  in  your  future  operations,  I  remain,  yoon, 
very  trulyj 

G.  T.  BEAUBEGABD, 


[May  2-7, 1863. — For  correspondence  and  orders,  in  re&renee  to  raid 
from  Army  of  the  Potomac,  see  Series  I,  Vol  XX v.] 
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BiOHMOND,  Va.,  May  2,  1863. 
Lient.  Gen.  James  Lonostreet: 

General:  It  will  not  be  possible  to  furnish  transportation  from 
Franklin  for  any  of  yonr  command.  March  to  Ivor  Depot,  where  the 
railroad,  with  such  limited  transportation  as  can  be  commanded,  will  be 
placed  at  your  disposal.  Gapt.  E.  B.  Branch,  assistant  quartermaster 
at  Petersburg,  has  been  telegraphed  to  inform  you  at  Franklin  of  this 
arrangement  Please  inform  Captain  Branch,  assistant  quartermaster 
at  Petersburg,  at  the  earliest  moment  you  may  want  the  cars. 

S.  COOPEB, 
A^utant  and  Ifupeetar  OeneraL 


Suffolk,  Ya.,  May  2, 1863. 
General  8.  Cooper: 

I  cannot  niove  unless  the  entire  force  is  moved,  and  it  would  then 
take  several  days  to  reach  Fredericksburg.  I  will  endeavor  to  move  as 
soon  as  possible. 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
LieutenatU-Oeneraly  Oamnumding, 

[Copy  telegraphed  to  General  Lee  same  date.] 


Hkadquabtbbs,  May  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Oommanding,  dte. : 

General:  Your  note  is  received.  As  many  as  six  or  eight  couriers 
have  been  sent  Major  Mitchell  and  Colonel  Baker  to  use  the  utmost  ex- 
ertions to  [move]  everything  across  the  Blackwater  to-fuight],  and  I 
hope  that  everything  may  be  before  night  to  morrow.  But  we  [must] 
be  prepared  to  wait  in  case  everything  should  not  get  over.  I  have  no 
particular  objections  to  a  fight  should  the  enemy  pursue  us.  Geueraii 
Hood  will  take  care  of  everything  in  his  vicinity  until  all  is  over  th« 
river. 

Most  respeetfoUy, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-Oeneralj  dmmanamy. 


Headquabtebs,  May  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Commanding^  dkc: 

General:  Your  note  is  received.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  the  Fifty- 
fourth  New  York  was  well  punished.  We  will  move  back  to  irjorrow 
night.  You  ought  to  advise  your  sigiia]  line  on  the  James  Biver  to 
what  point  it  should  retire  to*  morrow.  You  need  not  tell  that  we  are 
going  to  move  back,  but  only  order  them  back  to  some  point  Chat  will 
be  safe  for  them. 
With  respect, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBWBT, 
Lieutenant-Oeneralj  Co>*^ifna/nding, 
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SPEOIAL  OBDEBS,  \  HBADQUABTBB8, 

No.  — .  )  SuffMj  Va.,  May  2, 1863. 

This  command  will  move  back  to  the  right  bank  of  the  Blackwalei 
immediately  after  dark  to-morrow  night:  Major-Generai  French's  com- 
mand by  the  South  Quay  road,  Mi^or-General  Pickett's  by  the  Somer- 
ton  road,  and  Major  General  Hood's  by  the  Black  water  road,  the  last 
crossing  the  Blackwater  at  Franklin.  These  conimandera  will  make  idl 
arrangements  that  may  be  necessary  to  facilitate  the  movement  and 
will  be  careful  to  give  instructions  to  every  portion  of  their  commands. 
The  rear  guards  will  be  composed  of  at  least  two  good  regiments  and  a 
battery  of  artillery.  Greneral  Armistead's  brigade  will  be  withdrawn 
from  the  White  Marsh  road  at  sunset,  leaving  his  line  of  pickets,  whidi 
will  be  withdrawn  at  dark  and  then  move  on  to  rejoin  the  brigade.  The 
picket  lines  in  front  of  General  Pickett's  main  position,  Genercd  French's, 
and  General  Hood's  will  be  withdrawn  at  11  o^olock  at  night  as  quietly 
as  possible,  and  will  march  rapidly  until  they  rejoin  their  commands. 
All  batteries  will  be  moved  back  at  sunset  to  some  poic.t  where  their 
movements  cannot  be  heard  after  dark,  and  will  there  await  the  orders 
of  their  division  commanders.  General  French  will  halt  his  command 
at  the  intersection  of  the  Somerton  and  South  Quay  roads,  and  Gen- 
eral Pickett  will  leave  a  brigade  and  battery  near  Holy  Neck  Churoh  to 
guard  any  of  our  trains  that  may  not  be  able  to  cross  the  river  before 
die  troops  reach  there.  M%ior-General  Hood  will  move  on  and  cross 
the  river  with  his  entire  command,  when  he  will  have  the  iK>ntoon 
bridge  removed  and  the  other  bridges  so  nearly  destroyed  as  only  to 
allow  persons  on  foot  to  pass.  A  piffty  of  select  axmen  will  be  left  with 
each  rear  guard  with  orders  to  fell  such  large  trees  in  the  streams  and 
swamps  as  may  assist  in  delaying  pursuit  on  the  part  of  the  enemy. 
Should  the  enemy's  cavalry  attempt  to  annoy  onr  rear,  every  effort  will 
be  made  to  destroy  it  by  ambuscade  or  otherwise,  but  too  much  time 
must  not  be  lost  in  endeavoring  to  do  so.  Discreet  officers  will  be 
selected  to  relieve  and  conduct  the  picket  lines.  Captain  B»rham's 
cavalry  will  report  to  General  French  at  sunset  to-morrow.  General 
Pickett  will  give  orders  to  the  cavalry  now  temporarily  serving  with 
him,  and  General  Hood  to  Captain  Graham's  cavalry.  All  vehicles  not 
absolutely  necessary  with  the  troops  will  be  sent  back  as  early  to- 
morrow as  possible. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet: 

G.  MOXLBY  SOHBBL, 
A$iukmi  A^S^Uant-'OmierdL 

Genebal  Obdbbb,  \  Division  Hbadquabtbbb, 

No.  4.  )  Near  Suffolk,  Fa.,  May  2, 18«3. 

I.  This  division  will  be  in  readiness  to  move  toward  Franklin  to-mor- 
row  night,  immediately  after  dark,  on  the  South  Quay  road. 

II.  All  teams  and  vehicles  not  absolutely  necessary  will  be  sent  for- 
ward tomorrow  and  will  cross  the  Blackwater  and  go  into  camp  about 
3  miles  from  Franklin,  all  stopping  near  Colonel  Baker's  cavalry  camp. 

UL  General  J.  B.  Davis'  brigade  will  move  in  advance  (1^  in  front), 
to  be  followed  by  General  M.  Jenkins'  brifjade. 

IV.  General  Jenkins  will  detail  two  regiments  of  his  brigade  as  a 
rear  guard,  and  with  these  regiments  Capt.  G^rge  Ward's  battery  of 
artillery  will  march,  forming  a  portion  of  the  gnanl.  A  suitable  num- 
ber of  ambulances  will  go  with  the  re^r  guard.  Should  the  enemy 
pursue,  especially  with  luis  cavalry,  strenuous  elSbrts  will  be  made  to 


.]         COBBEfiPONDENCBy  ETC.-— CONFEDERATE.  1039 

destroy  it^  1>y  ambofloade  particularly,  unless  such  ambuscades  should 
cause  too  much  delay.  With  the  rear  guard  will  be  left  a  select  num- 
ber of  azmen,  who  will  in  the  swamps,  at  the  crossings  of  streams,  and 
other  places  fell  large  trees  across  Uie  road  to  retard  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy.  A  part  of  these  men  might  move  in  advance  to  partly  fell  the 
trees  before  the  rear  guard  passes.  Oaptain  Barham's  cavalry  will  sAao 
form  part  of  the  rear  guard. 

V.  The  field  batteries  will  be  harnessed  up  and  move  to  the  rear  about 
a  uiile  from  these  headquarters  at  sunset  to-morrow,  and  their  position 
in  line  of  mardi  will  be  in  advance  of  the  infemtry,  and  General  Davis 
will,  with  his  infantry,  aid  them  in  crossing  any  bad  places  in  the  road, 
so  that  no  delay  will  be  caused. 

VI.  The  pickets  in  firont  will  be  withdrawn  at  11  o^dock  to-morrow 
night  in  the  most  quiet  and  secret  manner  possible,  and  will  then  march 
rapidly  to  Join  their  respective  regiments.  The  withdrawal  of  these 
pickets  will  be  entrusted  to  careful  and  prudent  officers,  selccte<l  for  the 
purpose,  and  the  general  commanding  wishes  General  Jenkins  to  give 
them  careful  instructions  in  this  respect.  Teamsters  are  forbidden  to 
crack  their  whips  or  shout  at  their  animals. 

VII.  This  command  will  halt  at  the  junction  of  the  South  Quay  and 
Somertou  roads  until  any  wagons  that  may  be  out  foraging  shall  have 
returned. 

By  order  of  MaJ.  Gen.  S.  G.  French : 

GBAHAM  DAVES, 
Assistant  Adjutant^€^eneraL 

War  Dspabtment,  G.  S.  A., 

Bu^mandj  Fa.,  Ma/y  3, 1883. 

Lieut  Gen.  James  Lonostbbet,  Ivor  Bepot^  Va.: 

We  have  information  that  two  detachments  certainly,  perhaps  three, 
of  enemy's  cavalry,  with  some  light  artillery,  are  converging  on  Bich- 
mond.  Their  distance  at  present  is  not  more  than  12  or  14  miles  frooL 
the  city.    Hurry  as  fast  as  possible  re-enforcements. 

J.  A.  SEDDON, 
Secretary  of  War. 

Headquabtebs,  May  3, 18d3. 

M^j.  G^n.  S.  G.  Fbenoh,  Commanding: 

General:  1  shall  start  in  about  noon  to  try  and  look  at  the  ground 
on  this  side  before  night.  Major  Mitchell  hoi>es  to  get  the  wagons  over 
to-night.  If  he  succeeds  in  this^  Creneral  Pickett  is  ordered  to  move  on 
over  with  his  command  and  send  Colonel  Baker  to  repoit  to.  you.  You 
will  remain  on  this  side  until  we  see  if  the  enemy  means  any  pursuit. 
Generals  Pickett  and  Hood  are  oidered  to  act  with  you  in  case  of  emer- 
gency in  my  absence.  This  was  not  necessary  really,  but  I  thought  best 
to  give  the  order  that  there  should  be  no  misunderstanding.  I  shall 
leave  three  firesh  couriers  at  Holland's  Shop.  Anything  important  send 
there  and  it  will  be  taken  over  by  a  fresh  man — that  is,  up  to  sunset; 
after  that  they  will  go  on  and  join  me.  My  hea<lquarters  after  night 
will  be  at  the  house  where  General  Jenkins  was  before  we  crossed  over. 
1  am  sorry  to  find  this  side  of  the  sheet  so  badly  soiled. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONG8TBBET, 
lAewtenant'Qeneral^  Commanding. 
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flBADQUARTERS,  Moy  3,  1803. 

Mi\j.  Gen.  French,  Commanding,  Ac. : 

General  :  General  Hood  reports  a  regiment  of  the  enemy  landed  at 
the  old  fort.    He  may  give  us  battle  to-day ;  but  anlesR  his  movements 
are  decided  we  must  not  be  detained  in  oars. 
Most  respectfiilly, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
lAeuteMMt'OenerdLy 


Headquarters,  May  3, 1883. 

Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French,  Oommanding^  dkc: 

General  :  Greneral  Hood  reports  the  enemy  displaying  force  in  fiiont 
of  Genera]  Law.  Have  yoar  two  brigades  and  yonr  arUllery  ready  to 
support  on  the  left,  or  to  re-enforce  either  your  own  pickets  or  Uiose  of 
General  Hood.  Let  General  Hood's  picket  line  know  that  you  are  to 
support  them  in  case  an  attack  is  made,  so  Uiat  they  may  know  where  to 
send  for  support 

Very  respectftdly, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-Omeralj  Ocmmamiim§m 


Headquarters,  May  3, 1883^-^  p.  m. 

M%i.  Cton.  S.  G.  French,  Oommandingj  <fie.: 

General  :  Your  note  is  received  aLd  General  Pickett  is  ordered  to 
draw  his  troops  to  the  left,  leaving  a  regiment  and  battery  only  on  the 
White  Marsh  road.  As  General  Pickett  moves  on  toward  the  position 
you  have,  you  can  move  on  to  the  left ;  only  a  little,  however,  so  as  to 
be  able  to  support  Hood  should  die  battle  become  hot. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieutenant-Chneralj  Chmma$UUmg^ 

Davis'  brigade  can  be  moved  a  mile  or  so  to  the  left  atonoe. 


Headquarters,  May  3, 1883. 

Major-General  French,  Commanding^  Jbe. : 

General  :  Yonr  note  is  received.  The  force  at  Ghnckatack  cannot 
be  more  than  a  few  hundred  men  from  vessels.  It  is  impossible  that 
more  could  be  put  over  in  transports  as  yet.  Possibly  the  enemy  may 
put  ciivalry  over  to  annoy  us  to-night.  If  the  left  is  seriously  threat- 
ened move  in  that  direction,  but  not  until  it  is  certain  that  General 
Hood  is  severely  pressed.  1  think  his  force  fully  able  to  sustain  itself. 
Advise  General  Pickett  if  the  matter  becomes  serious  and  he  will  move 
two  brigades  to  where  yon  are. 
Most  respectfully, 

JAMES  LONGSTBEET, 
Lieuienant'GenercUy  Commandmg^ 

I  shall  not  start  back  until  things  become  more  settled. 
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HBADQITABTEB8  PBTTIOBBW^d  BuaiBB, 

4pra  [Ma§]  3, 1863. 

Mi^.  T.  O.  Ohxstnby,  AisiHaiU  A^ljuUmt'&merdl : 

Majob  :  From  what  General  Elzey  tells  me  it  is  very  probable  that 
the  Eleventh  Begiment  North  Carolina  troops^  now  here,  and  the  Fifty- 
second  and  Forty-foarth,  expected,  will  be  sent  up  to  me  at  Hanover 
Jonction  to-night.  Please  order  wagons  to  carry  their  ammonition  to 
them  (railroad  depot),  and  let  yonr  qnartermaster  point  oat  to  them 
where  their  baggage  can  be  stored,  for  they  have  no  wagons. 
Yoors, 

J.  J.  PETTIGBEW, 

Brigadier-GmerdL 

Hradqitabtbbs, 
Near  SuJjMkj  Fa.,  Jfay  3, 1803. 

M^j.  Gen.  8.  G.  Fbbkoh,  Oommanding  DMeion : 

•Gbnebal:  The  commanding  general  desires  yon  to  be  extremely 
carefnl  in  the  selection  of  officers  to  relieve  and  oondaot  yonr  picket 
lines  to-night.  Let  only  those  be  chosen  who  are  thoroughly  acquainted 
witii  the  roads  they  are  to  take.  Generals  Hood  and  Pickett  are  in- 
stmcted  to  communicate  freely  with  each  other  and  to  j^ou  such  matters 
of  note  as  may  occur.  Will  you  also  keep  them  advised  of  anything 
that  may  come  under  your  observation  f 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfully, 

G.  MOXLBT  80BRBL, 
AMtUtamt  A^ptUm^Oei^erdL 

Hbadquabtbbs, 
WUmitH^Umj  N.  0.,  Afoy  3, 1868. 

lif  %|or-General  BilLj  OawMiumdmgf  Ac^  Kingkm,  IT.  0. : 

I  send  you  a  letter*  from  Shays,  containing  some  interesting  reports, 
which,  though  he  does  not  vouch  for  them,  may  have  something  in  them. 
He  writes  from  Swansborough,  which  you  know  is  at  the  mouth  of  White 
Oak.  No  doubt  the  enemy  is  fortifying  at  Oarolina  City  to  protect  the 
terminus  of  the  railroad  in  case  of  retreat  and  against  raids.  He  may 
have  a  design  also  of  putting  some  works  on  White  Oak,  being  perhaps 
alarmed  by  the  activity  of  our  troops  lately  and  fearing  a  descent  upon 
their  communications.  Any  advance  toward  Swansborough  would  be 
doubtless  with  that  view  or  to  harry  the  country.  In  that  case  cavalry 
would  move  toward  Smith's  Mill  to  prevent  the  force  from  being  cut  oft*. 

I  am  sorry  you  insist  upon  Cooke's  brigade  going  to  Magnolia.  The 
importance  of  this  place  and  the  very  limited  number  of  troops  at  my 
command  indicate  that  those  few  should  be  the  best  possible,  not  the 
worst.  It  must  be  said  in  addition  that  when  threatened,  no  matter  fri  im 
what  quarter,  I  am  expected  to  hold  the  enemy  in  check  until  asAistauce 
can  be  sent  me.  To  do  this  I  must  not  sit  down  behind  breastworks, 
but  must  maneuver.  It  was  to  get  reliable  trooi>s  that  I  consented  to 
exchange  Evans  for  Cooke.  However,  I  will  go  to  work  on  Clingmaii's 
brigade  and  get  it  into  shape.  If  it  were  not  for  some  of  the  officers  1 
dare  say  there  would  be  but  little  difference.  Two  Brooke  rifles  belonpr- 
ing  to  the  Baleigh  are  on  their  way  for  me.    Please  give  orders  to  hurry 

*  Not  found. 
B  B— TOL  XVm 
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them  along  an  fiuBt  as  possible  with  their  ammnnitiou.  Olingman'b  regi- 
ments are  beginning  to  arrive.  Someof  Ckx>ke^s  will,  Idaresayybeflhle 
to  go  this  evening. 

Very  respeotftally. 

w.  H.  o.  WHrrmo, 

Division  Hbadquabtbrs,  if  ay  3, 1883. 

[Mi^.  Qen.  8.  O.  Frbnoh:] 

OsNBRAL :  All  I  desire  yon  to  do  is  to  support  t\70  regiments,  which 
1  have  on  picket)  nntil  to-night 

Beqtectftiily,  general,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  HOOD, 

P.  8^— They  have  fbrmed  in  a  heavy  line  in  Law'to  front,  and  have  set 
the  woods  on  Are  to  try  and  smoke  oat  his  skirmishers.  They  have  also 
formed  in  ftont  of  my  two  regiments  near  yon.  Please  be  rnidy  to  sup- 
port them. 

Frankun,  Maig  4, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sxddon, 

Secretary  of  War: 

I  am  left  here  with  two  brigades,  or  4,000  men,  to  defend  a  line  of  40 
miles  in  length,  from  Fort  Powha4iin  to  Soath  Qnay,  with  25,000  of  the 
enemy  in  front. 

I  protest  against  being  left  with  an  inadeqnate  force.  I  must  have 
at  least  three  brigades. 

a  O.  FRBNOH, 

Franklin,  Jfoy  4,  I86tf 
Hon.  Jambb  a.  Bbddon, 

Bmr^imrjf  of  W€ur : 

I  can  send  troops  from  here  now  if  cars  can  be  sent  for  them. 

JAMBS  LONOSTBBET, 
lAmietumt'€hneral^  Oamma$Mm§. 


ITOB,  Ya.,  May  4, 1863. 

Hon.  Jambb  a.  Sxddon, 

SeoreUnry  of  Wait: 

We  had  a  sharp  sUrmish  yesterday.    If  the  enemy  does  not  molest 
OH  again,  Qeneral  Hood's  division  will  be  at  Ivor  early  to-monow. 

JAMES  LONQSTBEBT, 

lAeuUnant-Oei/eroL 


_  Fbanxun,  Mam  4, 1808L 

Hon.  Jajibs  A.  Skddon, 

Beerotary  of  Wair : 
Hood's  division  will  be  at  Ivor  at  8  o'clock  to-morrow  moniing. 

JAMES  liONGSTBEB^ 

LAtmkmmt  OameroL 
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FBAKKLIN,  Mofjf  4, 1M3. 

LieatenanlrOeiieral  LoNOBTBBBTy  Bidmond: 

I  mast  insist  on  having  three  brigades  left  here,  on  a  line  40  miles 
in  lengthy  from  Fort  Powhatan  to  South  Qoay.    I  have  telegraphed  the 

Bearetaiy  (rf  War. 

8.  O.  FBBNOH. 


Hbadquabtbbs, 
AonA  Quay,  S.  0.,  May  4, 1863—2  p.  m. 

General  Jbnkhis: 

General  Jenkins  will  take  charge  of  crossing  the  division  to  the  right 
bank  of  the  Blaokwater  and  the  removal  of  the  pontoon  train. 

a  G.  FBBNOH, 
Mtifar-Gm^erdlj  Clammamdki§. 


Hbjdqitabtbbs, 
AmA  Qua^y  N.  C,  Af ay  4,  [1863]— 2  p.  m. 

Lieatenant-Oeneral  Lonostbbbt: 

GXNBBAii :  My  whole  force  is  on  the  other  side.  I  cannot  well  with- 
draw it  and  leave  down  the  pontoon  bridge,  and  there  are  none  of  Liea- 
tenant-Golond  Pool's  pontoneers  here.  Please  send  them  at  once.  I 
can  make  a  good  delense  on  the  other  side.  Will  the  ][)ontoneers  be 
here  soon  t  1  will  call  and  see  yon  as  soon  as  I  cross. 
Yonrs,  tmly. 

&  G.  FBBNOH, 
Mtdar-Omeralj  Oommamdilm§. 

Where  are  theteainsfbr  the  pontoon  wagonsf    I  can  take  the  bridge 
up  with  my  men  to-night. 


HSA    PQUABTBB 

atmth  Quayy  y.  0.,  May  4, 1863. 

M%j.  G.  MOXLBY  8OBBHL9 

A99i8tafU  AdjutatU-tieneral: 

Sib  :  In  regard  to  yoor  note  of  this  morning,  I  reply  that  I  did  comply 
with  the  general's  OTClerS;  and  I  think  did  even  more  than  comply.  On 
the  3d  instant  the  general  wrote  me,  ^^Toa  will  remain  on  this  side 
until  we  see  if  the  enemy  means  any  pursuit."  And  it  was  arranged  that 
instead  of  stopping  in  positiou  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads  1  was  to 
form  line  of  battle  nearer  the  river  than  at  the  intersection  of  the  roads, 
on  better  ground.  When  I  found  General  Pickett  not  at  the  intersec- 
tion I  guarded  the  road  on  which  I  fell  back  with  two  regiments  and  a 
battery  until  he  passed.  My  orders  were  to  defend  the  passage  until 
wc  found  if  the  enemy  pursued,  and  in  compliance  with  this  order  I  kept 
all  my  command  on  the  other  side.  Besides,  the  contingency  of  my  re- 
maining at  the  intersection  was  to  do  so  if  Mitchell's  wagons  had  not 
passed.  General  Lougstreet  gave  his  assent  to  me  and  General  Jen- 
kins that  we  should  take  a  position  nearer  the  river  than  that  mentioned 
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in  the  cnder  of  retreat  The  inteneetioii  of  the  voads  is  naited  \mt  1 
mile  from  the  river  on  the  sign-board.  I  presume  the  general  wiD  ve- 
member  agreeing  with  ns  that  we  should  hold  the  position  whidi  Gen- 
eralJenkins  named  jnst  before  he  was  ready  to  leave  on  the  3d  instant. 
Yonrs,  respeetfolly, 

&  O.  FRENCH, 

Mofor  ffancraf- 

I  might  add  that  when  I  readied  the  intersection  of  the  roads  General 
Pickets  wagons  had  passed  and  his  artillery  was  passing,  and  before 
the  head  of  his  oolnmns  made  their  appearance  my  ccmunand  moved 
to  pofiition  and  there  remained  ontO  they  were  ordered  to  cross  on  tlus 
side— Jn  iafot  are  crossing  now. 


Wear  JVoaUm,  Va^  ifay  4, 1868w 

M%|.  Gen.  S.  G.  Fbbnoh,  Oemmamdfmg  IMrMoa : 

Gbnbbal:  GolonelFerebee's  regiment  of  cavalry  has  been  ordered  to 
Ivor  to  await  orders  there  from  yoo.  The  commanding  general  desires 
yon  to  relieve  the  four  companies  of  the  Fifty-ninth  Georgia  Begiment 
in  time  for  them  to  rcdoin  their  regiment  as  it  passes,  whidi  will  be  to- 
morrow. He  also  wishes  yon  to  relieve  Ctoneral  Benning's  brigade  at 
once,  and  to  establish  yonr  guards  on  the  Blaokwater  by  tonight 
I  am,  general,  very  respectfally,  yoor  obedieDt  servant, 

G.  MOXLBT  SORBBL, 


MAY  4, 1883-5  p.  BL 
M%for-€toneral  Busxr: 

Gbnebal:  Amid  the  thousand  contradictory  statements  of  respect- 
able citizens,  cavalry,  scouts,  Ac,  the  following  seems  to  be  the  condition 
of  things:  On  my  arrival  here  yesterday  at  sunset  I  learned  that  the 
enemy  were  at  Ashland  and  had  captured  a  train.  I  think  this  was  only 
one  regiment  (Twelfth  Illinois),  from  which  we  have  captured  several 
stragglers.  It  thence  proceeded  to  Hanover  Court-House,  burnt  prop- 
erty, &c.;  thence  a  portion  went  off  inquiring  the  road  to  the  Wbite 
House;  the  rest  came  back  by  the  South  Anna  Bridge  at  night  and 
pasned  up  the  country.  The  best  intelligence  f which  I  believe)  is  that 
there  are  none  now  at  Fredericksburg,  but  they  have  gone  in  large  force 
south.  Some  are  still  on  the  Fredericksburg  Eailroad  below  ^hland. 
The  prisoners  say  they  started  with  eight  days'  ra-tions,  now  nearly  ex- 
hausted. Cannot  the  force  in  Bichmond,  here  at  Gordonsville,  and 
under  Hampton  co-operate  to  catch  them  f 

The  news  from  General  Lee's  army  continues  very  favorable.    Pas- 
sengers say  that  the  bridges  behind  the  enemy  at  Chancellorsville  are 
sunk,  and  we  hope  to  capture  that  ][X)rtion:  that  they  have  Mary^s 
Hill,  but  we  will  retake  it  to-day.    Firing  suddenly  ceased  at  12  m. 
Yery  respectfully,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PETTIGBEW, 

Brigadier-OmieraL 
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WAB  JyVPAMTMEXfTj  G.  8.  A., 

Biehmond,  Va.,  Mofg  4, 1863. 
Governor  Yangr,  EaMghj  N.  0. : 

General  Hill  and  yoorself  can  either  better  appreciate  the  position  of 
things  in  North  Carolina  and  the  propriety  of  calling  oat  the  militia. 
In  my  judgment  it  would  require  strict  neceasity  to  induce  the  call  of 
the  militia  at  this  season.    I  do  not  advise  it. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Semvkurf  of  War. 

HBADQITABTBBSy 

WUmingtm^  N.  C,  Afoy  4, 1803. 

ICaj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  KinsUmj  N.  0.: 

Yours  of  3d  received.  I  wrote  you  yesterday,  I  think.  Cooke  and 
most  of  his  force  will  be  at  Magnolia  this  evening ;  balance  follow  in 
next  thirty-six  hours.  I  presume  your  aide  in  speaking  of  my  scouts 
alluded  to  my  cavalry.  I  place  no  reliance  upon  them  whatever.  Have 
but  two  scouts  (Fairly  and  Shays),  and  they  by  no  means  depend  on 
rumors  or  talk.  As  for  cavalry  I  saw  too  much  of  them  in  Virginia  and 
here  too.  I  have  just  received  dispatch  from  Fredericksburg.  Enemy 
badly  whipped  with  heavy  loss;  retreating  over  the  Rappahannock. 
Jackson  severely  wounded;  Heth  and  A.  P.  Hill  slightly;  Pazton  killed. 
Yery  respectfully, 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 

Special  Obdbbs,  I  Heabquabtebb, 

No.  — .  f  Near  Franklin^  Fa.,  May  4, 1883. 

I.  Mtyor-General  French  will  proceed  at  once  to  arrange  his  troops 
for  the  defense  of  the  line  of  the  Blackwater. 

II.  The  divisions  of  Mi^or-Generals  Pickett  and  Hood  will  proceed 
as  rapidly  as  possible  via  Ivor  to  the  city  of  Bichmond,  where  further 
instructions  will  meet  them. 

III.  The  battalions  of  artUlery  under  Minors  Dearing  and  Henry  will 
march  by  dirt  road  to  Petersburg,  where  orders  will  meet  them. 

By  command  of  Lieutenant-General  Longstreet : 

G.  MOXLBY  SORREL, 
A89i8Umi  A^tant- General. 


Pbtbbsbxtbo,  Ifay  5, 1803. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon: 

Tour  telegram  of  to-day  is  received.    I  leave  at  7  o^clock  this  even- 
ing for  Richmond. 

JAMBS  LONGSTREET, 

Lieutenant'  OeneraL 

€k>Bi>ON8yiLLB,  May  5, 1863. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon  ; 

A  courier  arrived  from  Baltimore,  sent  by  Mr.  Edmund  Law  Rogers, 
relative  of  mine,  brings  information  that  on  Wednesday  evening  Fos- 
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tor's  and  Hunter's  troops  were  on  board  tannsports  bonnd  Ibr  Chesa- 
peake Bay.  They  are  either  to  co-operate  with  General  Hooker  on  Hie 
Bappahanuock  or  land  at  White  Hoose  in  case  onr  army  is  forced  back 
i^m  Fredericksburg.  But  small  force  left  in  North  Oaroliua.  Please 
do  not  publish  the  name  of  Mr.  Sogers.  Please  acknowledge  receipt 
by  telegraph. 

W.  H.  P.  TiTCWy 
Brigadier-OemermL 


PBTKBSBUBe,  Ya.,  ifisy  5^  1883. 

M%j.  Qen.  S.  O.  Pbbnoh,  FrmiMm  s 

The  euemy's  cavaby  is  reported  to  be  in  large  force  north  and  west 
of  Bichmond.  Endeavor  to  have  all  roads  blockaded  by  felled  timber 
to  prevent  the  escape  of  the  enemy's  cavalry  to  any  other  force  of  his 
south  of  James  Biver.  Trees  felled  across  the  roads  in  [all  crossingB  of] 
streams  would  be  most  likely  to  eftiect  this.  Is  General  Pickett^s  divis- 
ion on  the  march  for  this  place  f  He  should  march  by  the  Jerosalem 
pike  and  keep  with  him  Dearing's  and  Henry's  battalions  of  artillery 
and  get  here  as  soon  as  it  is  possible.  Send  him  this  advice  if  he  has 
not  already  received  it  Have  roads  by  which  the  enemy  may  approach 
you  blocked,  except  such  as  you  must  use  yourself,  and  have  tbiMe  well 
guarded. 

JAMBS  L0N08TBBET, 
Lieutmumt-Gm^eralj  Oammamdiki§, 


Pbtbbsbttbg,  Ya*,  Jftf Of  5, 1883^ 

M%i.  Geo.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ooldtharough : 

The  enemy's  cavalry  is  reported  north  and  west  of  Bichmond.  It  is 
supposed  to  be  a  very  large  force.  Try  and  have  notice  given  to  the 
citizens  in  all  directions  of  this«  and  get  them  to  go  to  work  and  block 
every  road  by  which  the  enemy  may  try  to  eiFect  a  junction  with  Ids 
other  forces  in  North  Oaiolina.  Fell  trees  in  ail  crossings  of  streams, 
particularly. 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
Lieutenant-Oenerdly  Otmrnamdimg. 


Headquabtkbs, 
Kintionj  N.  O.,  Ma^  5, 1M3. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oomtnanding  at  Cfoldsbarangh: 

Gbnbbal  :  I  will  move  to-morrow  to  carry  out  the  verbal  instructions 
you  gave  me  before  leaving.  I  propose  to  leave  the  Second  Battalion 
on  this  side,  near  the  obstructions;  to  leave  Colonel  Martin  on  the  Wil- 
mington road  to  carry  ou  the  work  there,  as  I  think  it  should  be  com- 
pleted, and  to  leave  a  regiment  at  Wise's  Fork,  aud  to  send  one  regiment 
on  the  Neuse  road  to  Moseley  Greek,  and  with  the  remainder  of  my  own 
and  Bansom's  brigade  to  move  to  Gore  Greek.  The  distance  is  too  great 
foi*  a  day's  march;  I  will  therefore  encamp  to-monow  night  some  12  or 
15  miles  from  here. 
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I  indose  dispatoheB*  reoeived  relating  to  the  moyement  of  the  enemy 
about  PoDockerille  and  on  the  road  to  ShepherderiUei    1  am  alMd 
Oaptain  Wharton  has  been  captured. 
Yoor  dispatoh  tt€m  the  Seeretaiy  of  War  has  been  reoeived. 
I  have  no  infonnation  from  Sew  Berne  ainoe  you  left. 
Very  reepeotfiilly, 

JUI^IUB  DAinSL, 

Brtgodier-OmmruL 

RBiLDQITABTBB0y 

BMmmdj  Va^  Ma^  %  1868. 
M^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx: 

GmnouL:  Your  letter  of  the  5th  was  received  but  a  few  momenti 
ago. 

We  have  reports  ftom  scouts  aud  penons  from  Marylend  that  Hun- 
ter's and  Foster's  armies  are  to  come  to  Yirginia. 

The  repulse  of  Hooker's  force  does  not  yet  appear  to  be  entirely  de- 
cided. He  has  been  driven  back  at  all  points,  but  holds  still  a  posltloii 
on  this  side  the  Bappahannodk|  near  the  United  States  Ford. 

Your  views  regaidiDg  our  policy  I  think  sound,  i«rticularly  as  I  urged 
the  same  course  as  yourself^  and  it  must  have  been  at  the  same  time. 
Bumside's  fiulnre  on  account  of  mud  was  quite  evidence  enou|^  to  me 
that  we  had  abundance  of  time  to  operate  wherever  we  chose. 

I  shall  endeavor  to  have  forces  sent  you  from  South  Oandina,  and 
shaU  in  all  probability  call  for  your  forces  as  the  enemy  moves  north. 
Watch  his  movements  carefrilly  and  keep  us  advised. 

The  enemy's  cavalry  is  stiU  at  Oolumbiay  Va.,  and  may  try  to  efflDCt 
his  escape  by  uniting  with  Foster.  Have  aol  routes  that  he  would  most 
likely  take  blocked  well  (for  as  great  a  distance  as  time  will  admit  of) 
with  felled  trees.  This  the  citizens  must  do,  as  their  only  means  of  sav- 
ing their  horses  and  slaves.  They  can  delay  the  enemy  until  we  may 
have  time  to  overtake  him  and  destroy  him.  I  am  trying  to  get  a 
mount  for  Hood's  division  to  send  in  pursuit  I  wish  that  you  would 
impress  every  horse  that  you  may  be  able  to  find  not  in  necessary  use 
on  frums.  nds  is  no  time  to  have  horses  for  pleasure ;  all  such  must 
be  pot  into  service.  If  yoa  do  not  need  tiiem  send  them  here. 
1  remain,  general,  yours,  most  respeotftilly , 

JAMBS  L0N08TRHBT, 


Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  0.  S.  a., 

Biekmand,  Mof  d,  188S. 

Goneral  D.  H.  Hnx,  Qoldtbcnmgh,  N.  0. : 

General  Lee  urges  you  should  send  him  Bansom's  division.  Do  so 
if  you  can  witii  any  siufety.  Hooker  remains  on  the  south  side  of  the 
Rappahannock  in  a  stronp^  position  at  the  Mine  Ford.  General  Long- 
street  arrived  here  last  night.    His  forces  are  yet  in  Petersburg. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Aorvtofy  1^  War. 
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GOLIISBOBOUOH,  N.  C,  Jfdf  6^  1883. 

Hoik  Jambs  A.  Sedbon, 

Secretary  of  Wiar,  0.  8.  A, : 

The  troops  reported  on  the  transportB  could  scarcely  have  oome  ficom 
North  Carolina.  If  my  scoats  and  spies  can  be  relied  npon,  Foster  has 
a  large  force  in  this  State,  some  forty-five  regiments.  One  or  two  of 
these  were  expected  to  leave  aboat  the  1st  May,  term  of  service  haying 
expired.    These  may  be  the  troops  seen  on  the  transports. 

I  have  written  several  times  in  regard  to  the  utter  worthlessness  of 
the  cavalry — ^Partisan  Bangers — ^in  this  State.  Yesterday  a  company 
was  surprised  and  captured.    They  will  neither  fight  nor  watch. 

I  earnestly  repeat  my  request  to  have  authority  to  dismount  and  con- 
script all  who  are  surprised  and  who  run.  Unless  you  clothe  me  with 
this  authority  I  can  do  nothing  with  them,  and  would  prefer  to  have 
them  sent  out  of  the  State. 

In  the  whole  brigade  of  cavalry  there  has  been  but  1  man  killed  in 
the  war.  I  propose  to  have  a  magnificent  monument  erected  to  his 
memoiy. 

With  great  respect,  

D.  H.  HILL, 
Mi^'GeneraL 

HSADQUARTEBB, 

Wilmington^  N.  0.,  Jfoy  6, 1863. 
Mi^.  Qen.  [D.  H.]  Hill, 

Oommandingj  Ooldshoroughf  N,  0. : 

General  :  I  am  sorry  to  hear  of  the  loss  of  a  cavalry  company  at 
White  Oak.  I  think  our  cavalry  is  the  poorest  in  the  world.  I  only 
depend  on  Major  [George]  Jackson,  Fairly,  and  Shays,  who  are  worth  a 
whole  regiment.  I  have  not  yet  received  a  report  of  this  affair ;  wil' 
probably  hear  to-night.  One  regiment  of  Glingman's  is  at  the  ailvanced 
lines ;  one  of  Oook^s  ought  to  be  near  Bannerman's,  where  are  works. 
You  will  see  it  on  the  map.  The  remainder  of  Glingman's  are  on  the 
road,  on  hand  for  need.  I  do  not  think  Foster  is  in  a  hurry  to  advance. 
He  has  certainly  got  some  troops  from  South  Garolina,  but  not  yet,  I 
think,  all ;  Jackson  is  of  opinion  about  5,000.  If  he  tries  the  Sound 
road  he  ought  to  be  a  lost  Foster ;  but  I  should  have  another  brigade 
to  insure  holding  him  at  bay  long  enough  to  destroy  him.  The  news 
is  very  good  from  Lee;  he  has  certainly  given  Hooker  a  terrible  thrash- 
ing. That  last  battle,  driving  Sedgwick  over  the  Bappahannock  and 
reoccupying  Fredericksburg,  is  masterly.  But  what  is  Stuart  doing, 
allowing  that  band  of  scamps  to  harry  the  country  f  Not  one  should 
escape.    I  am  much  concerned  about  Jackson. 

I  send  you  a  return  of  field  and  siege  guns.    Your  chief  of  ordnance 
ordered  field  and  heavy  armament  of  this  command  which  he  is  not 
entitled  to.    I  wrote  you  about  it. 
Yeiy  respeotftilly, 

W.  H  0.  WHITING, 
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Obdnahgb  OFnOB,  WUmimgUm,  If.  C,  Mmff  ^  ISO. 
Ctn9$UHMlti  R^fmi  ^  tkge  gmu  mtdJMd  orHlUnf  i»  the  DUMet  of  the  Ciy  Fdmr. 


Xi^  W.  L.  T«ag 

CaptilBAdMM 

OMitetaiFui* 

Captain  EUia,  8d  Kocth  OmdlMBattal- 

MB. 

CompMij  B  [Moot***  BiktteUoa],   8d 
yMi  Cttcdbui  BirttaUoB. 

J.  G.  Moon,  BdKort^  CmOIm 
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BMpeotfUly  mbmitted. 


JNO.  M.  PATNB, 


HXiDQUABTBBS, 

WUmingUm^  Mof  0, 1B68. 
Bespeotfiilly  forwarded. 

1  wisb  the  caliber  of  the  field  batteries,  the  small  number  and  the 
great  want  of  rifled  and  entire  want  of  Napoleon  guns,  to  be  noted. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITINO, 


HRADQUABTXB8  ABXT  OF  NOBTHBBN  YlBOmiA, 

May  7, 1863. 
Lient.  Gen.  Jjjob  Longstbiebt,  Ocmmandingj  dto. : 

Gbitsral  :  I  have  just  reoeived  yonrs  of  2d  instant  njKin  my  retom 
to  my  former  camp. 

My  letter  of  the  Ist  instant,  to  which  yon  refer,  was  intended  to  ap- 
prise you  of  my  intended  movement  and  to  express  the  wish  rather  thim 
the  expectation  that  one  of  your  divisions  could  co-operate  in  it. 

I  did  not  intend  to  express  the  opinion  that  you  could  reach  me  in 
time,  as  I  did  not  think  it  practicable.  The  emergency  that  made  your 
presence  so  desirable  has  passed  for  the  present,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  and 
I  desire  that  you  will  not  distress  your  troops  by  a  forced  movement  to 
join  me,  or  sacrifice  for  that  purpose  any  public  interest  that  your  sud- 
den departure  might  make  it  necessary  to  abandon.  The  only  imme- 
diate service  that  your  troops  could  render  would  be  to  protect  our 
communications  from  the  enemy's  cavalry  and  assist  in  punishing  them 
for  the  damage  they  have  done. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  £•  USB, 

OmiermL 
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HEADQUABTBBtt. 

Bickmandj  Ma§  7, 1863. 
Maj.  Geo.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commandingy  dto,^  OolM>araugh : 

Qenbbal  :  We  have  reports  firom  difFerenii  aooioes  that  the  planis  oi 
tbe  enemy  are  to  concentrate  Hunter's  and  Foster's  armies  for  a  general 
attack  upon  Bichmond.  Make  aU  needfU  arrangements  to  prevent 
sack  a  contingency. 

Tour  force  will,  of  oonrse,  be  obliged  to  come  up  here;  so  with  the 
chief  force  at  OharlestoiL  If  yon  find  snch  movements  in  progress  von 
will  so  shape  your  own  to  meet  them  without  awaiting  ftirtlier  orders 
from  these  headquarters. 

I  remain,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTKBET, 

Lieutmumt-OemeraL 


Headquabtebb, 
Biehnumdy  Va^  Ma/jt  7, 1863b 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Beddon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  His  Excellcucy  the  President  expressed  the  desire  last  id|^t 
that  1  should  join  General  Lee  at  Fredericksburg  at  once. 

I  regard  the  opening  and  securing  the  communication  of  General 
Lee^s  army  with  this  city  of  the  first  importance,  and  fidar  that  this  may 
not  be  accomplished  if  I  leave  it  unfinished.  There  are  some  indications, 
too,  that  the  enemy  may  bring  one  or  two  other  columns  against  this 
city,  with  the  hope  of  getting  possession  by  a  sudden  dash.  1  think  it 
more  important  that  Uiese  things  should  be  considered  and  that  we 
should  have  our  forces  so  in  hand  as  to  meet  any  such  continciency.  I 
propose,  therefore,  to  remain  here  until  I  can  so  arrange  and  dispose  cft 
my  forces  as  to  free  General  Lee's  army  of  the  force  which  now  threatens 
his  communications. 

I  remain,  sir,  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 

Lieutemmt-OemeroL 


Gk>LDSBOBOUGH,  If.  G.,  ifoy  7,  [1803]— 10  a.  m. 

Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  WoTj  C.  S.  A.: 

Inclosed  are  the  last  reports*  firom  scouts.  Foster  has  sent  out  of  New 
Berne  and  Washington  the  ciiueens  who  have  hitherto  fomished  infor- 
mation. I  think  that  these  papers  clearly  establish  that  the  Oharleston 
expedition  is  abandoned,  and  that  the  few  troops  leaving  New  Berne 
are  more  than  replaced  by  others.  I  have  believed  ever  mnoe  the  fail- 
ure at  Oharleston  that  Foster  would  demand  and  get  back  the  twenty 
regiments  funiished  to  Hunter. 

General  Daniel  has  gone  down  with  two  brigades  (his  own  and  Ran- 
som's) to  feel  the  enemy  about  Core  Greek.  U  they  fall  back  without 
show  of  fight  it  is  clear  that  Foster  is  not  strong  there  and  that  he  is 
massed  upon  the  railroad  between  New  Berne  and  Morehead,  fbaring 
that  the  Oonfederates  will  cut  it.  Unfortunately  this  is  a  difflonlt  task. 
There  are  but  three  approaches  to  it  through  the  swamps  and  these  are 
fortified.    I  have  but  three  brigades  outside  of  Wilmington  (Daniel, 

*  Not  found. 
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RaDflom,  and  Cooke);  two  are  at  KinBtonyaiid  the  third  has  one  regi- 
ment at  Weldon  and  three  below,  at  Magnolia  Depot,  50  mfles  above 
Wilmington.  If  you  think  that  one  more  should  be  sent,  I  will  send 
Cooke. 

I  feel  confident  that  Bansom  and  Daniel  can  whip  Foster.  But  with 
Foster's  superiority  of  numbers  and  great  water  flEM^ilitles  he  can  cut  the 
railroad  and  make  most  destmetive  raids  on  the  Boanoke,  Chowan,  and 
Tar,  and  it  will  be  impossible  to  prevent  them. 

There  is  nominally  a  large  force  in  the  State,  but  there  is  a  heavy  gar- 
rison in  Wilmington,  and  the  tbur  regiments  of  carairy  are  not  worth 
four  companies  of  inferior  in&ntry.  In  fioci;,  did  we  not  need  a  large 
number  of  couriers  over  this  900  miles  of  coast,  I  would  prefer  them  to 
be  ordered  off. 

I  have  laid  the  flBMits  before  you  in  regard  to  the  Confederate  strength 
and  that  of  the  Yankees  as  far  as  can  he  ascertained,  and  must  leave  it 
to  your  discretion  whether  to  orcer  oif  more  forces  or  not. 

Most  xespeetftiUy,  

D.  H.  HILL, 

HBADQUABTBB8, 

Tarbaraugh^  N.  0.,  May  7, 186S. 

Mai.  ^^'  ^*  ^  Hill. 

Oi>tndg.  Dept  of  North  OaroUna^  Ooldshoroughj  If.  0.: 

OxiniBAL :  Upon  my  arrival  here  last  nijp^ht  I  found  that  Colonel 
Evans  had  gone  toward  OreenviUe  instead  of  Booky  Mount,  as  we  sup- 
posed.   I  immediately  recalled  him. 

Claiborne's  regiment  has,  strange  to  say,  not  yet  anrtyed.  As  soon 
as  possible  I  shtm  relieve  the  companies  of  the  Sixty-third  (Evans) 
below  Kinston,  and  also  the  couriers  between  Goldsborough  and  Green- 
vflle  and  between  Suow  Hill  and  Kinston,  as  ail  the  men  belong  to  Fere- 
bee^s  command. 

Please  inform  me  by  Captain  Worthington  (who  wiU  deliver  this) 
how  many  men  those  lines  will  require  under  existing  circumstances. 
There  are  a  great  many  more  at  present  than  are  needed  on  that  duty 
since  the  withdrawal  of  the  troops  from  Hookerton  and  Greenville. 

While  on  the  railroad  I  should  very  much  like  to  send  the  dismounted 
men  of  Claiborne's  regiment  to  procure  horses,  and  if  this  request  meets 
your  approbation  instruct  Captain  Worthin^n  to  telegraph  me  at 
once  before  the  men  leave  here.  You  can  readily  perceive,  general,  the 
necessity  for  the  step  proposed,  which  I  hope  you  will  approve.  Colonel 
Claiborne  is  absent  from  his  regiment,  I  understand.  Was  the  authority 
granted  from  your  headquarters  f 

Veiy  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  H.  BOBEBTSON, 
Briffodier-C^meraly  Oamimmdimg. 

Where  had  Claibome^s  re^ment  better  encamp  f  About  Greenville 
forage  is  scarce  and  Griffin  is  there. 


Hradquabtbbs,  May  8,  IMS. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbdbon, 

Secretary  of  War : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  return  herewith  a  letter  and  dispatch  from 
General  Lee.    All  of  our  reports  represent  the  enemy's  main  cavahy 
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force  retaining  to  the  Bappahannock  by  the  same  or  nearly  the  same 
route  as  that  he  came.  I  fear  that  no  effort  has  been  made  by  onr  forces 
or  citizens  to  obstruct  his  routes. 

I  am.  sir.  with  great  respect,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LON6STBEET, 
JA&utenant-Generalj  Commanding, 

I  received  a  dispatch  from  General  B.  E.  Lee  asking  the  arrange- 
ments that  I  have  ordered  in  reference  to  his  communication  ¥nth  tSis 
city- 

RBADQUABTBBS  DEPABTMSNT  of  BiGHMOlID, 

Moff  8, 18d3. 
General  J.  J.  Pbttiobbw: 

General  Hood's  division  is  en  route  for  Hanover  Junction.  General 
Lee  desires  the  wagon  road  from  there  to  Fredericksburg  repaired.  If 
you  move  ahead  of  Hood,  see  to  it :  if  not,  he  will  attend  to  it.  I  send 
by  first  train  to  the  Junction  100  snovels,  50  picks,  and  25  axes  to  care 
of  your  quartermaster. 
Bespectfully, 

ABNOLD  ELZEY, 
M^^-Generdly  Commanding. 

Rbadquabtbbs  Distbiot  of  the  Gafb  Fbab, 

Wilmington^  Mag  8, 1803. 
M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oommandingy  ifio.,  Chldshorough : 

Gbnbbal  :  Yours  of  2  p.  m.  yesterday  received.  I  am  sony  Oooke 
has  to  go.  Beauregard  is  sending  off  two  strong  brigades  to  Pember- 
ton,  and  the  coast  will  be  very  greatly  weakened.  We  are  all,  from 
Savannah  to  Weldon.  mutually  dependent  on  each  other.  I  do  not 
think  Bansom  should  oe  removed,  unless  at  the  last  emei^ncy.  But 
I  do  not  know  the  exact  position  of  affairs  in  Virginia.  The  enemy 
seems  to  have  received  a  terrible  thrashing.  But  his  numbers,  accord- 
ing to  their  own  account  158,0u0,  may  give  us  great  trouble  yet,  unless 
they  are  too  demoralized  to  fight  well.  I  Huppose  L^  has  60,000  at 
least  It  will  be  a  difficult  matter  to  defend  Wilmington  and  the  rail- 
road with  three  brigades.  Longstreet  will  have  to  help.  I  will  send 
you  a  statement  of  heavy  ordnance.  The  enemy  would  not  cross  at 
Bnead's  Ferry;  the  river  is  too  wide,  over  1,000  yards,  and  with  any 

wind  or flats  are  not  practicable.    We  have  a  picket  tiiere,  as 

also  at  Swansborough,  in  advance. 

I  cannot  very  well  spare  M%jor  Cameron.    Should  he  be  absolutely 
necessaiy  to  you  I  should  have  to  supply  Ms  place. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Mfiffor-OeneraL 

GoLDSBOBOUOH,  N.  G.,  Mag  9, 1863. 
Hon.  James  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War^  O.  S.  A. : 

Your  letter  and  order  in  regard  to  deserters  has  been  received.*  De- 
sertion is  alarmingly  on  the  increase  in  my  own  command. 

*Notfimzid. 
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There  is  a  powerftil  faction  in  the  State  poiBoning  public  sentiment 
and  looking  to  a  reconstrnction.  The  soldiers  are  induced  by  these 
traitors  to  believe  that  this  is  an  n^jost  war  on  the  part  of  the  South 
and  that  their  State  soldiers  and  citizens  have  been  slighted  and  wronged 
by  the  Conl'ederate  States  (Government. 

Unless  the  Government  will  boldly  take  this  matter  in  hand  and 
arrest  the  editors  and  speakers  who  are  daily  uttering  treason,  the  crime 
of  desertion  will  go  on,  and  I  fear  that  there  will  be  thousanas  in  armed 
resistance  to  the  Government.  The  teaching  of  one  paper  in  this  State 
is  treasonable  in  the  highest  degree,  and  the  editor  certainly  is  a  tory 
at  heart  and  almost  openly. 
Bespectf^y, 

D.  H.  HILL, 


IfAT  10, 1868. 
Sbcbxtabt  of  Wab: 

It  might  be  well  to  correspond  with  the  Governor  of  North  Caroliaa 
in  relation  to  the  subject  matter  of  the  within. 

J.  D. 


GoiJ)SBOBOUOH,  N.  0.,  ifoy  10, 1803. 
Hon.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Secretary  of  War,  0.  8.  A. : 

Inclosed  yon  will  find  a  letter  from  M%|or  Whitford,  commanding  bat- 
talion guerrillas.  His  spelling  is  rather  original,  but  he  is  a  good,  brave, 
and  truthful  man.  The  other  letter  is  from  Mr.  Marshall,  until  recently 
our  only  reliable  source  of  information  in  New  Berne.  Foster  has  expelled 
him,  however,  and  my  information  is  very  vague.  We  have  an  employ^ 
in  Foster's  military  fiunily  who  is  as  true  to  the  South  as  President 
Davis.  But  unfortunately  all  the  communications  i^m  this  person 
came  through  Mr.  Marshall,  and  I  have  now  no  agent  working  in  town. 
With  Foster's  control  of  the  waters  and  railroad  from  Morehead  Gity 
to  New  Berne,  he  has  been  able  to  deceive  my  scouts  by  movements  of 
troops  backward  and  forward.  Our  troops  have  been  incessantly  harass- 
ing them  day  and  night  for  two  months,  and  the  soldiers  whose  enlist- 
ment will  expire  soon  are  in  a  very  pleasant  state  of  mind  to  stay.  The 
Yankees  hold  the  whole  county  of  Garteret,  but  except  to  make  raids 
confine  themselves  to  Plymouth,  Washington,  and  New  Berne.  They 
do  not  venture  out  more  than  a  mile  from  the  first,  3  miles  from  the  sec- 
ond, and  8  from  the  third,  except  in  the  direction  of  Morehead  Gity. 

There  are  but  three  approaches  to  the  railroad  from  New  Berne  to 
Carolina  City,  and  these  are  strongly  fortified.  The  Yankees  have  been 
engaged  for  three  weeks  in  fortifying  line  from  Newport  Biver  to  Bogue 
Sound.  This  looks  like  an  evacuation  of  New  Berne  in  case  of  a  strong 
pressure.    Ought  not  that  squeeze  to  be  given  f 

I  would  not  ask  for  more  inl^tzy,  but  would  like  to  have  good  rifie 
guns,  not  of  Richmond  make. 

Since  Foster's  disgraceful  whipping  at  Blount  Greek  by  General  Pet- 
tigrew  he  has  shown  no  disposition  to  give  a  field  fight,  though  the  most 
insinuating  methods  were  used  by  General  Daiuel  to  coax  him  on. 
With  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
M€(iar-OmiermL 
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SwtPT  Gbbek,  if  Of  9, 1863. 

Gbn'l  :  To-day  when  yoar  coorrier  came  with  your  dispatch  to  me 
I  was  ofi'  trying  to  get  information  from  the  enemy.  My  scouts  on  Tar 
Biver  report  seven  or  eight  steamers  went  down  Tar  Biver  on  the  nights 
of  the  7th  and  8th  instant.  Those  steamers  are  not  at  ISew  Berne,  or 
was  not  yestiday  evening;  they  had  not  passed  np  Nnse  Biver.  The 
Yankees  at  Mrs.  Grioe^s  place,  this  side  Washington,  told  the  citerzens 
at  Oross-Boads  yestiday  that  Yankee  General  Palmer's  brigade  and 
YTaukee  General  Naglee^s  brigade  has  gone  to  re-ea(oiX)e  Hooker. 
They  said  Spiuola  was  yet  in  Washington  with  his  brigade.  The 
movements  aoont  New  Berne  is  now  on  the  railrode.  I  cant  get  any 
person  in  their  lines  nnder  no  pretence;  they  torn  all  back  from  tliis  side 
Nnse  Biver.  My  two  men  that  was  crossing  Nnse  to  and  from  is 
both  sick.  I  understand  persons  from  sonth  side  Nnse  Biver  can  go 
in  town  and  retnm.  I  don't  know  whet^ier  they  can  or  not.  If  some 
citerzens  that  conld  be  reliad  upon,  that  lives  below  PollocksviDe,  in 
Jones  Oonnty,  [wonld  go,]  that  is  t^e  best  way  now,  as  they  will  not 
allow  any  person  from  the  north  side  to  go  in  town.  If  they  woold  I 
would  soon  know  what  Foster  is  up  to.  I  dont  know  the  people  on  tiie 
other  side  Nuse,  or  I  would  go  in  Jones  County  and  get  np  a  line  of  com- 
munication soon.  I  think  Mi^or  Nethercutt  could  get  some  person  to 
go  in,  as  he  knows  every  man  in  Jones  County.  I  have  scouts  in  eveiy 
direction  below  here  to  find  out  there  movements  all  I  can.  I  think  a 
demmonstration  in  front  of  New  Berne  would  stop  Foster  from  sending 
off  his  troops  to  Hooker.  lam  glad  to  hear  of  Hooker's  defeat  I  will 
get  that  to  the  Yankees  soon.  They  know  in  Washington  and  New 
Beme  that  Hooker  is  whiped. 

Yoon,  veiy  respeooftiUy,  and  obediant  servant, 

JOHN  N.  WHTTPOBD, 
M€{fwrj  Ocmdg.  Outpotiy  BuHfi  Avei. 

Swift  Cbebk,  ifoy  8, 1888. 
[Mi^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill:] 

Dear  General:  Bumor  informs  us  at  this  place  that  thir^  fiunilies 
have  been  sent  up  on  the  raihx)ad  from  New  Berne  in  the  direction  of 
Einston  three  days  ago;  other  rumors  say  that  the  Yankees  have  not 
decided  whetiier  to  send  them  to  Street^s  Ferry  or  to  Core  Creek.  I  am 
now  waiting  to  hear  ttom  my  letter  to  Foster;  and  should  they  send 
them  out,  and  I  down  here,  do  me  the  favor  to  have  my  wife  informed 
that  I  have  engaged  quarters  for  her  and  our  effects  with  Mrs.  Virginia 
Dudley,  in  j^nston.  I  should  also  take  it  as  a  great  favor  to  li^  in- 
formed by  the  first  courier  if  my  family  should  be  sent  in  that  direction. 

Several  persons  have  tried  to  get  to  New  Beme  from  this  place,  and 
all  have  failed  except  one  lady  that  crossed  the  river  and  went  down  on 
the  railroad.  She  came  up  Wednesday,  and  says  they  were  all  {>acked 
np  to  start,  but  were  afraid  (the  Yankees)  that  the  train  or  boat  would 
be  captured  by  our  forces,  as  there  was  no  flag  of  truce,  &c« 

I  Imow  of  no  better  way  than  to  stay  here  until  they  move  in  the 
matter,  as  tiiere  is  no  telling  what  they  will  do.  They  hskve  paroled  a 
prisoner  and  sent  him  out,  who  states  that  they  are  sending  neat  qnan- 
titles  of  negroes  away  on  transports.  Others  that  have  left  New  Beme 
aoA  gone  to  Bay  Biver  tell  the  same  tale,  and  all  agree,  too^  as  to  theii 
fortiqiiigMQreheadOity.   Theylet  no  p^non  go  to  town  from  the  n<»tfa 
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side  of  the  river;  I  think  it  indicates  some  mysterioaB  more  on  their 
part  They  have  been  practicing,  too,  with  very  heavy  gonsysomething 
that  has  not  been  done  by  them  for  six  months  before.  From  theS 
great  secrecy  about  eVdything,  and  pretending  to  be  on  the  eve  of  send- 
ing ont  tlie  citixens  and  failing  each  day  to  do  it,  looks  to  me  like  an 
evacuation  of  the  place.  I  think  it  is  all  done  to  keep  up  appearances, 
and  coold  I  be  certain  as  to  the  tbrtifying  of  Morehead  Gity  I  should 
feel  oonfldent 

There  has  been  an  order  issued  by  Foster  to  the  effect  that  no  more 
goods  be  brought  to  New  Berne  by  their  merchants;  that  is  so.  I  am 
certain  that  the  taking  and  holding  it  has  not  done  much  in  the  way  of 
restoriDff  the  Union,  and  has  been  rather  a  fieulure  than  anything  else; 
and  as  mey  have  stolen  all  that  is  in  their  reach  I  think  th^  have  con- 
cluded to  leave  New  Berne  and  make  arrangements  to  hold  Fort  MsMoon 
and  Hatteras  and  perhaps  Boanoke  Island. 

I  thmk  I  shall  be  able  soon  to  open  a  direct  communication  to  New 
Besne  should  they  leave  any  of  the  citueens  there.  They  have  got  l^e 
news  of  their  defidat  at  Fredericksburg  and  acknowledge  that  Hooker 
is  whipped.  Several  ladies  were  down  to  Barrington  vesterday  and  say 
that  the  colonel  told  them  that  Hooker  was  whipped  and  asked  them 
if  we  had  heard  it.  They  knew  nothing  about  Oraeral  Jackson  being 
wounded.  I  hope  that  ueneral  Jackson  may  recover  from  Mb  wounds, 
as  the  country  would  lose  one  of  her  noblest  sons,  besides  his  great 
services  as  one  among  the  greatest  generals  of  the  age.  I  pray  Gtod  he 
may  recover  from  his  wounds. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

W.  H.  MABSHALL. 


BlOHMOiiD,  Jf^  10, 1868. 
Mi^.  William  NoBBiBy  OkitfofSigmA  Cbfp$: 

Bib  :  I  returned  from  the  enemy's  lines^in  the  vidnity  of  Newport 
NewB|  yesterday  morning  befinre  daylight,  tninging  the  following  intel- 
ligence: 

Troops  from  every  quarter  are  hurrying  toward  the  discomfited  army 
of  Hooker.  Many  have  been  withdrawn  i^m  Suffolk,  and  only  400  or 
500  are  left  at  Fortress  Monroe.  General  Diz,  with  5^^000  men,  600 
whedbanows  and  intrenching  tools,  left  the  fortress  on  Wednesday,  it 
is  reported,  for  the  White  House.  Five  hundred  cavalry  left  Yorktown 
the  same  day.  Itismy  belief  that  Diz  will  not  now  proceed  so  far,  as  I 
think  he  was  only  to  occupy  that  position  provided  Hooker  was  victo- 
rious, and  then  this  much-coveted  city  was  to  have  been  assailed  on  iJl 
sides.  Depredations  are  daily  committed  on  the  defenseless  citizens 
near  Suffolk  by  Dodge's  cavalry.  I  bring  a  paper  of  the  date  of  the 
7^,  which  1  have  sent  to  the  honorable  Secretary  of  War. 
Very  truly,  your  obedieut  servant, 

0.  H.  OAUSBY, 
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JTiHy  U,  1883. 
Brig.  Qesk,  J.  J.  Pbttiobitw^, 

Oomimamdingj  Ae.j  Bam/over  JwusUan : 

Obneral  :  Qenenl  Pickett  informs  me,  on  what  he  deems  reliable 
aathorityy  that  a  regiment  of  infantry,  one  battery  of  artilleiy,  and  200 
cavalry  of  the  enemy  are  at  West  Point,  the  confluence  of  the  Pamnn- 
key  and  Mattapony  Btvers.  He  thinks  it  possible  that  they  may  asoend 
the  north  bank  of  the  Pamonkey  and  attempt  to  reach  Hanover  Jime. 
tion.  I  give  yon  this  notice  that  you  may  be  on  your  guard. 
I  dm,  veiy  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant 

B.  B.  LBB, 


Hbadquastebs  DiSTBicrr  of  thb  Oafb  Fbab, 

Wilminffkmj  Ma^  U,  1863. 
H.  P.  Waucbb, 

H.  M.  Actg.  Consul  for  the  States  ofN.  0.  and  8.  Cat  OkarlesUm^ 

Sib  :  I  have  received  your  letter  of  this  date  relating  to  the  schooner 
Harkaway,  alleged  to  belong  to  a  British  subject  engaged  in  nmrniig 
the  blockade,  and  seized  in  this  port  by  the  mOitaiy  auUiorities  of  the 
Ooiifederate  States  of  America. 

I  am  not  aware  that  my  Government  has  recognised  yon  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  Her  Britannic  Majesty.  Her  Britannic  Migesty's  Oovon 
ment  has  certainly  not  recognized  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  decline,  therefore,  to  discuss  the  subject  with  yon  or  to  re- 
lease the  vessel,  but  wQl  forward  your  communication  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  and  await  orders. 

In  the  mean  time,  as  Her  Britannic  Miyesty'b  Gotemment  does  not 
recognize  thejnrisdictionof  theOonfederate  States  here,  and  the  United 
States  Government  claims  it,  perhiq;^  it  would  be  as  well  to  apply  to 
Uie  latter. 

Very  respeotftdly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Mafar-OmmmL 
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Hbadquabivbb. 
ZfMtfofh  N.  0.J  Ma9  12,  ISdS. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  £L  Hnx. 

Commanding  ai  GoUUforamgh : 

Oenbbal  :  Yonn  of  this  date  has  been  reoefved.  Ckilonel  Martiii 
moved  to-day  for  Greenville.    Brabble  takes  his  place  on  picket 

As  soon  as  Captain  Coleman  retoms,  or  I  am  well  enoagh  to  make  the 
examination,  I  will  have  the  work  extended  as  you  desire. 

I  am  mnch  obliged  to  yon  for  yonr  kind  offer  to  relieve  me  by  Gen- 
eral Cooke,  and  if  everything  is  quiet  here  I  woald  like  very  much  to 
go  home  for  a  week  or  ten  days,  as  my  hetdth  is  poor  and  I  have  some 
usiness,  giving  in  my  taxes,  &c.,  which  can  only  be  done  by  myself^  as 
I  am  the  only  male  member  of  my  flEHnily  in  the  State;  and  as  I  have 
paid  no  attention  to  my  affiears  in  more  than  two  j^ears  I  would  not  be 
able  to  do  so  without  an  exanunation.  I  will  be  in  a  milew  two  of  the 
telegraph  office  in  Weldon  and  could  return  any  day  should  anything 
occur. 

I  expected  to  have  had  some  information  from  Identenant  Foj  to-day, 
but  have  not  heard  fh>m  him. 

Our  scouts  report  the  enemy's  picket  i>osts  some  6  or  7  miles  below 
Gore  Creek.  They  had  not  to-day  relaid  the  track  torn  up  4  miles  below 
Core  Creek. 

I  was  very  much  grieved  to  hear  of  the  death  of  GeneralJadDBOiiy  and 
think  that  our  victory  was  a  dearly-bought  one. 

JUNIUS  DAinSL, 

SHgaiter-OemmL 


HB12>QUABTMB8, 

JTsor  FrederieMwrgj  Mofg  12, 1888. 
Mi^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx: 

Obhiieal:  Tour  letters  of  the  8th  and  18th,  with  inclosures,  are  le- 
oeived.*  I  think  that  there  is  every  probability  that  the  enemy  intends 
fortifying  somewhere  near  the  coast  below  ^ew  Berne,  and  leaving 
smaU  garrisons  in  North  Carolina  to  occupy  the  forts,  witn  the  purpose 
of  sendinff  all  the  rest  of  his  force  here.  I  have  already  heard  that  Buf- 
folk  is  only  occupied  now  by  a  small  force,  some  18,000  having  come  to 
re-enforce  Hooker's  army.  Hie  same  thing  wiU  be  d<Hie  with  the  finoes 
in  North  Carolina.  In  view  of  this.  I  have  suggested  that  Clingman's 
and  Bvans'  brigades  be  brought  to  North  Carolina  and  that  Brasom's 
and  Cooke's  be  brought  here;  also  the  troops  from  the  Black  water,  and 
that  you  have  command  of  Petersburg  and  everything  south  of  that  and 
north  of  South  Carolina.  This  I  presume  will  be  the  arranffement  f6r 
the  summer.  By  threatening  the  enemy's  capital  we  will  be  able  to 
draw  all  of  his  available  force  here,  and  as  our  strength  here  increases 
his  must  do  the  sank). 

I  remain,  general,  reiy  reepeotftdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMBS  LONGSTBBBT, 
*Not 

87bb— TOLXvm 
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Wab  Dbpastmbnt,  O.  B*  A«. 

Biehmand,  Ma^  12,  IMS. 

General  W.  H.  0.  Whitin0,  WUminfftanj  IT.  0.: 

Let  me  know  what  force  yon  have  and  what  aid  yon  can,  in  caae  of 
jieeessityy  lend  to  Oharleeton. 

J.  A.  SBDDON,_ 
Becretofy  of  Wmr. 


WiLMlNOTOli,  N.  0.,  Main  12,  IMS. 
Hon«  jAUBs  A.  Sbddon, 

Seerekurff  of  War^  Biekmond : 

I  have  Olingman'B.  Od  a  pinch,  can  send  three  regiments  of  that,  bat 
General  Hill  shonld  be  notified.  Arrangements  should  be  made  to 
transfer  them  back  shonld  point  of  attack  be  changed. 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Mt^or-OamemL 

May  12, 186a. 
General  BaAUBBOABD,  Charleston  : 

Anything  threatening  in  yonr  firont  f  Secretary  wants  to  know  what 
I  can  spare  yon.    Let  me  hear  direct.    Will  do  all  in  my  power. 

W.  H.  O.  WHITING, 

M^for-OamemL 


Mat  12,1868. 
Mijor-Gtoneral  Hill,  Oold$borough : 

Seeretaiy  wants  to  know  what  I  can  do  for  Oharleeton  in  need.    Oan 
let  three  regiments  go  on  a  pinch,  bnt  told  him  yon  mnst  be  notified. 

Have  yon  heard  an^hing  f  

W,  H.  O.  WHITING. 


BtmwsLL^  Bat,  JToy  IS,  1868. 

Mai.  William  Nobbis,  Chief  Signal  Corps: 

Sib  :  Mijor-General  Eeyes,  with  one  division  of  infantry  and  a  bri- 
gade of  cavalry,  is  at  or  near  the  White  Honse,  unless  he  has  fallen  or 
been  driven  back  since  Monday.  The  cavidiy  are  from  Stoneman's 
division.  There  are  few  troops  at  Snflblk,  none  at  Newport  News,  and 
a  very  small  garrison  at  Fortress  Monroe.  Blockading  sqnadron  con- 
sists of  two  iron-clads  of  the  Monitor  model— the  Gidena  and  Minnesota. 
Bespectftdly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

O.  H.  OAUSBY, 
OaffMm^  0. 8.  Amif . 

Hbadquabtbbb  Dbpabtmbut  op  Biohxoiid, 

jrayISyl868. 
General  8.  Ooopbb, 

Af^fuUmi  and  Inspector  Oeneral : 

Bib  :  In  compliance  with  the  wishes  of  the  Secretary  of  War,  I  have 
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the  honor  to  make  the  fbUowing  report  of  the  fbroee  in  and  aboat  Bich* 
mond  for  his  information : 

DXPABTKENT  OF  BIOHMOIVD. 

Biigadier-Oeneral  Wiae^B  brigade,  now  oocapying  the  Peninsola. 
Oolonel  lihett'B  eommand  (artQlery,  for  defenses)  has  been  ordeied 
back,  and  supposed  to  be  on  its  way. 

Garrisons  at  Ohaffin's  and  Drewry's  BlnfBeu 

Citff  of  Biehm&tuL — ^Brigadier-Gkineral  Winder's  command-^Qity  Bat- 
talion, seven  companies;  Wren's  battalion  ot  cavalry,  two  companies; 
Col.  H.  H.  Walker's  guard  forces,  seven  companies. 

Mi^or-G^neral  Pi(£ett^s  division — South  side,  near  Manchester. 

One  regiment  and  one  battery  of  Brigadier-Genial  Petiigrew's  bri- 
gade, near  Bichmond. 

One  regiment  of  Brigadier-General  Bobertson's  oavaliy,  near  Bioh- 
mond. 

BBOAPCnjLATION. 

DepArtment  of  Biohmond,  Inefadlng  Colonal  Bbott't  oommand:  ElfeotlTe 

toUL 4,988 

Brigadier-Qenenl  Windei't  oomnuuid 1,900 

M^Jor-Oeneral  Pickett,  m 8,000 

Regiment  and  battalioD  of  Pettigfow 760 

Regiment  of  Bobertaon  (oaTalry) 600 

Aggregate 14,688 

1  have  the  honor  to  request  that  this  communication  be  laid  before 
the  Secretary  of  War  at  your  earliest  convenience. 
Yeiy  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

ABNOLD  BLZBY, 
M^for-Om^erdlj  OammamMmg. 


Wab  Dbpabtmxnt,  O.  8.  A., 

Biehnumdf  Mag  IB,  1863. 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  OoUtXwrougkj  N.  0.: 

Necessity  compels  me  to  reduce  the  force  at  Oharieston  veiy  low. 
General  Whiting,  on  inquiry,  informs  me  that  on  a  pinch  he  can  send 
to  the  aid  of  Charleston  in  case  of  attack  three  regiments.  I  inform 
you  of  this,  and  in  addition  suggest  i^  as  I  believe,  the  enemy  have 
nearly  withdrawn,  let  your  arraojfements  be  made  to  allow  in  case  of 
necessity  the  transfer  of  a  larger  force. 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 
BeerekMry  of  wofr. 

Oatalby  Oamp, 
iroQ0'  WiOUmtUmj  Ma/jf  13, 1833. 
Mai.  Abohkb  Aivdbbson, 

AuiitaiU  A^ljutant-Gmieral^  Oold$borough: 

Majob  :  I  have  just  returned  from  Jamesville,  the  lowest  point  occu- 
pied by  our  cavalry  piclLets  on  the  Boanoke. 

1  met  Lieutenant-Colonel  Towos,  of  the  Sixty-second  Georgia  Begi- 
ment,  on  the  road,  who  had  been  absent  two  day»  visiting  hto  picket 
stations.    Hj  saw  to-day  a  man  from  Plymouth  day  before  yesterday. 
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Fiom  him  he  learns  that  General  Wessells  is  certainly  in  commaod  there 
with  two  New  York  regiments,  not  exceeding  500  men  each,  and  one 
battery ;  no  cavalry.  The  cavalry  and  some  other  troops  had  left  the 
town — supposed  toward  Soffolk. 

The  enemy  is  throwing  np  some  intrenchments  on  a  high  point  near 
Plymouth,  either  for  the  purpose  of  changing  his  camp,  which  is  repre- 
sented to  be  very  filthy,  or  protecting  some  fisheries  at  the  point. 
Colonel  Towns  considers  this  information  entirely  trustworthy. 

I  examined  Fort  Branch  yesterday  and  feel  satisfied,  if  properly  gar- 
risoned and  provisioned,  it  can  repel  any  attack  of  the  enemy  by  land 
or  water  less  than  a  regular  siege.  The  supply  of  ammunition  is  good, 
and  provisions  for  1,000  men  for  thirty  days  are  being  placed  in  as  rap- 
idly as  present  circumstances  permit  Goniho  Creek,  of  which  the  gen- 
eral spoke  to  me,  will  be  a  very  serious  obstacle  to  a  land  attack  on  Fort 
Branch.  The  three  roads  crossing  it  near  and  below  the  fort  are  being 
effectually  impeded.  One  of  them  has  been  closed  entirely  and  the  bridge 
destroyed.  At  one  of  the  others  intrenchments  have  been  prepared  and 
at  the  third  are  being  prepared.  This  creek,  however,  is  no  impediment 
to  an  advance  on  Tarborough. 

If  the  troops  of  my  brigade  are  to  be  used  exclusively  to  dose  Ply- 
mouth and  Washington  between  the  Tar  and  Boanoke,  my  impression 
is  they  should  be  moved  nearer  and  occupy  a  line  beginning  from  James- 
ville  or  Gardner's  Creek,  near  that  town,  and  running  toward  Tranter's 
Creek,  thence  to  the  Tar  Biver  at  or  near  Pactolus.  On  this  subject  I 
feel  some  hesitation  in  yet  expressing  a  positive  opinion. 

If  my  brigade  is  to  be  held  with  a  view  to  protect  Weldon  or  some 
other  point,  it  should  not  be  removed  beyond  Hamilton  or  Greenville, 
except  for  picket  guard. 

Will  you  please  inform  me  if  any  troops  are  to  be  stationed  at  Wel- 
don and  if  they  are  to  be  under  my  cx)mmand  f 

I  shall  go  to-morrow  to  Greenville  and  thence  to  Tarborough,  where 
I  shall  spend  a  day  or  two  examining  the  quartermaster's  and  commis* 
sary  departments. 

The  order  substituting  Colonel  GriflOu's  cavalry  regiment  for  Colonel 
Evans'  has  been  received. 

I  am,  m^or,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-OenerdL 

P.  S. — Since  writing  the  above  the  pickets  have  brought  in  2  Yankee 
prisoners,  who  say  that  both  General  Wessells  and  General  Hunt  are 
in  Plymouth  with  five  regiments — the  Eighty-fifth,  Ninety-second,  and 
Ninety-sixth  New  York,  and  One  hundred  and  first  and  One  hundred 
and  third  Pennsylvania;  that  the  troops  which  left  there  recently  went 
to  New  Berne,  and  they  think  General  Wessells'  brigade  is  going  to 
Suffolk  soon. 


Hanovbb  JimoTiON,  May  14, 186S— 1  p.  m. 

Major-General  Elzey,  Commanding^  Richmond : 

Gbnebal:  Tuesday  night  I  sent  a  company  of  cavalry  out,  with  in- 
structions to  go  as  near  West  Point  as  they  could  and  find  out  what 
was  going  on  there.  I  received  a  report  dated  12  m.  yesterday,  *'King 
William  County,  4  miles  outside  of  the  enemy's  pic'/kets."  From  what 
chey  heard,  the  enemy  had  landed  on  Thursday  last  some  3,000  infantry, 
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a  regiment  of  oavaliy,  and  some  light  artillery.  They  were  forti^iiig 
across  the  Peninsala,  a  mile  or  bo  fix>m  the  Point.  It  was  thought  that 
the  post  was  intended  as  a  refhge  for  stealing  x>artiesy  runaway  slayes, 
&Cj  bat  I  fear  they  will  give  as  more  trouble  than  that,  for  they  ean 
march  up  in  force,  threaten  the  railroad  north  of  North  Anna,  perhaps 
attack  it,  or  cross  suddenly  at  Hanover  Oourt-House,  do  the  same  on 
the  south  side,  and  return  by  the  White  House.  As  for  finding  out  the 
strength  of  any  such  party,  my  experience  of  the  cavalry  and  citizens 
during  the  last  raid  has  convinced  me  it  is  impossible.  As  Bichmond 
is  so  much  nearer  the  White  House  and  West  Point  you  have  much 
better  means  of  obtaining  intelligence  than  I  have,  and  I  think  ought 
to  be  able  to  give  me  such  information  as  may  be  necessary.  It  seems 
to  me  that  this  triangle  between  the  railroad  and  the  North  and  South 
Anna  Bivers  should  be  fortified.  Had  I  the  tools  I  could  do  it  myself, 
but  I  might  be  ordered  away  in  the  midst,  and  it  would  be  a  great  deal 
better  to  send  an  engineer  from  Kichmond^  who  could  continue  until 
the  work  was  done.  Works  would  be  required  on  the  North  Anna  at 
the  crossing  of  the  Telegraph  road,  the  Fredericksburg  Bailroad,  Mor- 
ris' Bridge,  and  Bear  Island  Ford ;  on  the  South  Anna,  at  the  crossing 
of  the  Central  Bailroad,  of  the  Fredericksburg  Bailroad,  and  the  Tel- 
egraph road;  at  the  two  crossings  on  Little  Biver,  and  perhaps  at  the 
Junction. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  J.  PBTTIGBBW, 

Bfigadier'€^eierak 

Hbadquartebs,  JToy  14, 18dS. 
M%|.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Commanding^  North  Carolina : 

General:  Your  letter  of  the  8th  is  just  received*  The  impressment 
of  horses  was  ordered  at  the  time  that  the  Yankee  cavalry  was  in  posi- 
tion to  threaten  a  raid  through  North  Oarolina.  It  is  not  necessary 
therefore  to  impress  further,  but  all  horses  that  you  may  have  impressed, 
and  that  are  not  necessary  to  the  support  of  fomilies  or  used  in  tilling 
the  soil,  had  better  be  retained  for  our  purposes  if  you  are  in  need  of 
them. 

I  think  that  the  enemy  will  probably  abandon  North  Oarolina  and 
Southern  Virginia,  except  some  posts  occupied  by  small  garrisons,  and 
concentrate  his  great  force  in  front  of  our  army  here.  K  he  does  I 
think  that  a  bri^Lde  at  Gk>ldsborough  and  one  at  or  near  Petersburg 
will  be  all  of  the  infantry  force  that  you  will  need.  As  I  know  of  no 
other  reliable  of&cer  whom  we  can  place  in  that  command  I  have  sug- 
gested your  name,  knowing  that  you  would  prefer  it  to  a  position  here. 
I  remain,  very  respeotftdly,  your  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONGSTBBET, 
Lieutenant-Oeneralj  Commanding. 


BiOHMOin),  May  15, 1863. 
Naj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  €kMAorough^  N.  C. : 

General:  I  have  received  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  and  in  an- 
swer to  the  several  suggestions  therein  I  am  authorized  to  state: 

1st — ^in  reference  to  the  bridge  and  provost  guards  within  your  com- 
mand.   If  these  guards  have  been  mustered  in  for  local  defense  it  will  be 


1062  NOBTH  CAROLINA  AND  8.  E.  VIBOnnA:  [OtoAr. 

necessary  to  refer  to  the  terms  entered  into  with  them  at  tiie  time  of  their 
muster,  and  if  they  have  not  secored  service  at  a  particiilar  spot  they 
would  nave  to  be  discharged,  if  foand  nselees,  when  their  places  may  be 
supplied  by  the  militia  or  by  disabled  soldierSi  as  suggested  by  yon.  In 
the  event  of  their  discharge  such  of  them  as  are  liable  to  conscriplaon 
should  be  immediately  enrolled  for  general  service. 

2d.  You  will  consider  the  guard  to  the  prisoners  at  Salisbury  as  sub- 
ject to  your  orders,  to  be  diBj^Med  of  in  such  manner  as  in  your  Judgment 
the  interests  of  your  command  shall  require,  first  sending  the  prisooere 
by  proper  escort  to  this  dly  to  report  to  General  Winder. 

3d.  In  the  cases  of  such  of  the  cavalry  of  your  command  as  may  per- 
mit themselves  to  be  surprised  or  may  behave  badly  in  the  presence  of 
the  enemy,  you  will  make  special  reports  of  the  filets  to  this  offioe,  in 
order  that  authority  may  be  given  you  to  dismount,  and  whore  soeh  be- 
havior is  repeated,  disband  &e  men  whose  conduct  may  be  so  reported; 
those  ordered  to  be  disbanded  and  who  may  be  subject  toconscription 
to  be  enrolled  to  serve  as  infAutiy. 

4th.  You  will  cause  an  inspecoon  to  be  made  of  Colonel  Wheeler^ 
regiment,  and  if  the  organization  is  found  unwarranted  by  the  number 
of  troops  :rou  will  report  the  fact  to  this  of&ce  for  orders  in  the  case. 

5tlu  In  respect  to  the  exchange  of  ftill  brigades  of  your  command  with 
skeleton  bri^tdes  in  General  Lee's  army.  I  have  to  state  that  as  General 
Lee  is  now  m  this  dly  a  conference  wiU  be  had  with  him  on  the  anbjeet 
of  such  exchanges,  when  you  will  be  informed  of  the  result. 
I  am,  general,  &c., 

a  OOOPEB, 
AeUng  Intpeeiar'OmieraL 

Sfboial  Obdbes,  )    Adjt.  and  Insfbotob  General's  Offiob, 
No.  116.  )  Biohmand,  May  15, 1863. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

vni.  M%j.  Gen.  G.  £.  Pickett  will  move  forward  immediately  wiUi 
his  command  and  take  position  at  Hanover  Junction. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

X.  The  artillery  battalion  attached  to  Drewry's  Bluff  and  the  oiBoers 
and  crew  of  the  gunboat  Bichmond  recently  ordered  to  this  dty  will 

return  immediately  to  their  former  commands. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHBBS, 
AMtUUmt  A^jyOamt-QmermL 

Headquarters, 
KiiMUmj  K.  0^  Mof  16, 1863. 

M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Ooldalwnmgk: 

Genebal  :  Your  dispatch  of  this  date  directing  me  to  proceed  with 
my  brigade  to  Bichmond  has  been  received.  Two  of  tlie  regiments  will 
be  ready  to  leave  by  10  o'clock  a.  m.  The  others  will  be  r^idy  so  soon 
as  transportation  can  be  furnished.  The  two  regiments  would  have 
heesa  ready  sooner,  but  all  except  <me  were  on  pieket  duty  at  tiie  time 
the  order  was  received. 

Very  respectftdly,  &c., 

JUNIUS  DANIEL, 

BrigadJer-OeimrmL 
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Richmond,  Vi., 

Mofjf  16, 1863. 
M%i.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Ocmmamdii^  Departmewi of  Hcrik  OaroUma: 

Obnbsal  :  In  reply  to  y onr  letter  of  t<he  14th  instant,  I  will  state  that 
the  extent  of  the  re-enforoements  yoa  can  send  to  the  Army  of  Northern 
Virginia  must  neoessarily  depend  npon  the  strength  of  the  enemy  in 
yonrfiront. 

The  plan  yoa  propose  of  exchanging  yoar  ftall  for  its  reduced  bri- 
gades 1  fear  will  add  bat  little  to  its  real  strength.  It  wonld  increase  it 
numerically  but  weaken  it  intrinsically  by  taking  away  tried  troops 
under  experienced  officers  and  replacing  them  with  fresh  men  and  un- 
instructed  commanders.  I  should  ther^ore  have  more  to  feed  but  less 
to  depend  on. 

T  can  exchange  Daniel's  brigade  with  one  of  those  you  propose,  but 
cannot  designate  which  until  I  return  to  camp,  as  I  am  not  sufficiently 
acquainted  with  their  condition  to  make  the  selection.  You  can  there- 
fore put  Daniel  in  motion  at  once.  Bansom  and  Cooke  I  consider  as 
belonging  to  the  Army  of  Northern  Virginia  and  have  relied  upon  their 
return. 

As  £Etf  as  I  am  able  to  judge,  the  plan  of  the  enemy  is  to  concentrate 
as  large  a  force  as  possible  to  operate  in  Virginia.  Whether  he  wUl 
unite  the  whole  under  General  Hooker  on  the  Rappahannock  or  oper- 
ate with  differcmt  columns  I  cannot  say,  but  from  the  information  I  re- 
ceive he  is  withdrawing  troops  from  South  Oarolina  and  the  country 
soutii  of  James  Biver. 

It  is  of  course  our  best  policy  to  do  the  same  and  to  endeavor  to  lepel 
his  advance  into  Virginia.  If  he  weakens  his  force  in  North  Oarolina 
I  think  you  will  be  able,  by  using  all  your  local  troops,  such  portion  of 
your  regular  cavalry  and  regular  brigades  as  may  be  necessary,  to 
repulse  and  restrain  his  marauding  expeditions  and  protect  the  rail- 
roads and  the  farming  interests  of  the  country  you  now  hold.  Every 
man  not  required  for  this  purpose  I  desire  you  to  send  to  me  and 
rely  upon  your  good  Judgment  to  proportion  the  means  to  the  ol^ect  in 
view. 

I  think  it  now  too  late  for  any  important  expedition  to  be  undertaken 
by  the  enemy  in  the  Oarolinas.  They  will,  I  think,  place  themselves 
on  the  defensive  in  those  States,  endeavor  to  deceive  us  by  threatening 
our  communications,  &c.,  and  send  their  avidlable  troops  where  they 
can  operate  to  more  advanti^ge.  I  have  no  fear  that  they  will  be  able 
to  mislead  you. 

I  hope  you  will  be  able  to  collect  and  seouze  fbr  the  use  of  the 
army  iH  the  provisions  and  forage  in  the  districts  in  which  you  are 
operating. 

I  am,  with  great  req^eot,  yoor  obedient  servant, 

S.  IL  LBB, 

CfflMraiii 
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HkADQUABTEBS  MAB'JIN'8  BHI0AI>X, 

Tarbor^mghj  Mag  le,  IMS. 
M%j.  Abohbb  Andbbson, 

Majob  :  I  retained  here  last  night  from  Oreenville.  I  found  Oaptain 
Ooleman  had  laid  oat  a  line  of  d^enses  aroand  the  town.  They  do  not 
fulfill  all  the  conditions  neoessary  to  a  good  defense,  bat  I  thought  it 
the  best  the  ground  would  permit.  I  understood  the  captain  to  say 
General  Hill  had  decided  to  put  the  line  of  defense  at  Oreenville,  mod 
I  did  not  examine  any  other  point 

Colonel  Oriffin  was  absent  from  his  headquarters  visiting  his  pi<^6ta, 
and  I  did  not  see  him.  The  a^jatant  showed  me  the  picket  stations  on 
the  map,  and  they  seemed  to  be  well  selected. 

The  telegraph  operator  at  Bocky  Mount  is  said  not  to  understand  the 
English  language.  It  seems  to  me  veiy  desirable  that  this  line  should 
be  extended  to  Tarborongh  at  once.  I  also  think  it  would  be  less  ex- 
pensive than  to  keep  a  line  of  couriers  on  the  road. 

I  shall  leave  here  to-day  for  Hamilton,  where  mv  headquarters  will 
be  established  till  I  can  become  well  acquainted  with  the  roads  or  Gen- 
eral Wessells  shall  move  from  Plymouth.  The  presence  of  this  general 
in  Plymouth  with  his  brigade  made  it  advisable,  in  my  jadgment,  to 
move  Golonel  Martin's  regiment  to  Hamilton.  I  found  also  that  on  ac- 
count of  tiie  scarcity  of  tools  the  working  detail  fixun  tiie  For^-eeventh 
Begiment  would  not  be  heavy. 

I  am.  major,  very  respeotftdly,  your  obedient  servant^ 

J.  O.  MABTDir, 
Brigadier-OmermL 


Hbadquabtbbs  Mabtin'8  Bbioamb, 

HamOUmj  Mag  17, 18d3. 
M%|.  Abohbb  Andxbson, 

A9aL  AdfU  Gm^  Gmrn'ol  HiW$  Hdqr$.^  QoldMhanmgk: 

Majob:  I  returned  here  last  night  Another  prisoner  ftom  12ie 
Ninety-sixth  New  York  Begiment  was  brought  in  yestcorday.  I  exam- 
ined him  carefhlly  to-day.  He  confirms  in  all  essential  points  the  in- 
formation derived  from  the  two  whom  I  examined  at  the  cavalry  camp 
near  Williamston.  He  says  the  Ninety-second  New  Y<»k,  one  of  Wee- 
scdls'  brigade,  was  left  in  &e  fort  opposite  New  Berne,  but  a  Massachu- 
setts regiment  took  its  place  in  the  brigade  at  Plymonth.  The  regi- 
ments are  small;  only  nine  companies  in  the  Nine^-sixUi  New  York; 
all  the  officers  of  Company  G  in  lliat  regiment  having  resigned— ttie  men 
were  transferred  to  other  companies.  The  prisoners  compaM^  had  not 
more  than  25  for  duty  and  the  regiment  did  not  exceed  300.  He  thought 
all  the  others  were  rather  larger,  but  could  not  saypositively.  Genml 
Hunt  had  been  in  Plymouth  and  in  command  of  WesscJls^  brigade  dur- 
ing the  absence  of  the  latter  on  account  of  the  death  of  his  wilb,bathad 
returned  to  New  Berne. 

I  think  I  have  made  such  arrangements  as  will  give  me  information 
from  Plymouth  through  our  own  people  in  a  few  days. 

The  Seventeenth  reached  Hamilton  yesterday.  Golonel  Griffin  re- 
ports that  there  are  500  of  the  enemy's  infantry  at  Hill's  Point  and  the 
same  number  at  Bodman's  farm;  ten  regiments  of  inftmtry,  several 
pieces  of  light  artillery,  and  about  40  cavalry  ( Joclnick's),  besides  a 
company  of  40  cavalry,  now  in  Washington.    It  is  thought  there  is  no 
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ether  oavalty  on  the  south  aide  of  Tar  Biver.  The  enemy  has  hiftoitiy 
and  cavalry  pickets  1^  miles  from  Washington  on  the  Plymouth,  James- 
Yille,  and  Williamston  road,  and  fences  across  the  two  first  named.  He 
has  strengthened  his  earthworks  near  the  town,  the  work  having  been 
done  by  negroes.  Also  that  there  is  no  direct  communication  with 
Washington  on  either  side  of  the  river.  Enemy  not  active  aud  the  cit- 
izens have  not  been  much  troubled  on  the  north  side.  Bacon  is  still 
brought  over  the  lines.  This  I  believe  is  extensively  done,  and  I  think 
it  advisable  to  permit  its  continuance  and  allow  the  persons  doing  so  to 
return  without  difficulty. 

I  am,  m^jor,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTDT, 
Brigadier-  CfeieroL 


Hbadquabtebs  Asmr  of  Nobthbbk  VmonnA, 

Ma^f  19, 1803. 

Brigadier-General  PsTTiaBEW, 

Commanding  Farces  at  Hanover  Junction : 

Gbnxbal  :  Tour  letter  of  the  14th  instant  is  received. 

The  commanding  general  desires  me  to  inform  you  that  he  thinks  it 
best  that  you  should  dispose  of  all  your  cavalry  to  the  east  and  south 
of  the  railroad  and  depend  upon  the  cavalry  of  this  army  to  cover  you 
in  the  direction  of  the  Bappahannock  and  GordonsviUe,  your  cavalry 
being  disposed  so  as  to  watdi  the  enemy  in  the  direction  of  West  Point 
and  the  Peninsula.  The  general  further  desires  that  you  will  always 
keep  your  command  well  m  hand,  so  as  to  be  able  to  operate  in  auy 
direction  with  the  greatest  promptness. 

You  will  find  indosed  the  order  regulating  the  transportation  of  bag- 
gage of  the  army.  Yon  are  desired  to  regulate  ^e  transportation  of 
your  command  according  to  this  order. 

I  am,  very  respectfolly,  your  obedient  servant, 

A.  L.  Loiro, 

OoUmel  and  MiUtarg  Beeretofry. 


Hamiltok,  N.  0.,  Ma/g  18, 1883. 
General  Hill,  Oommand/img^  ifio.,  QoldtiKifongk : 

Genbbal  :  I  ren^t  I  should  not  have  understood  your  wishes  about 
the  Seventeenth  S^orth  Oarolina  Begiment,  as  I  would  not  then  have 
moved  it  to  this  point.  As  it  is  here,  and  the  officers  and  men  are  well 
acquainted  with  the  roads  and  swamps  of  this  vicinity,  due  from  a  tour 
of  field  service,  I  shall  order  Oolonel  Gibbs  to  Greenville. 

I  shall  leave  for  Greenville  to-morrow  to  make  it  my  headquarters. 

Your  letter  of  the  17th  was  received  at  1  o^clock.  This  will  be  sent 
by  return  courier. 

I  am,  general,  very  respectfhUy,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  G.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-Chnerdl. 

None  of  the  unattached  companies  have  arrived  here,  and  nothing 
has  been  heard  of  any  of  them  in  answer  to  the  Governor's  order. 
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HSADQUABTBBS, 

Fredericktimrg,  Majf  20,  IMS. 
Hod.  Jambs  A.  Sbddon, 

Seereiarff  of  War^  Kiekmandj  Pa. : 

SiB:  The  servioes  of  General  Longstreet  will  be  required  with  this 
army.  Upon  his  leaving  the  department  south  of  James  Birer  I  had 
Bnpi>osed  its  command  would  have  devolved  upon  General  D.  H.  HUl 
as  tiie  senior  m^jor-eeneraL  He  informed  me  this  morning  that  he 
directed  the  three  miyor-generals  in  command  of  the  several  districts  to 
report  directly  to  the  War  Department.  I  would  recommend,  therefore, 
that  General  D.  H.  Hill  be  assigned  to  the  command  of  the  department 
between  James  Biver  and  the  Gape  Fear.  The  battery  at  Drewiy's 
Bluf^  if  considered  more  convenient,  could  be  embraced  within  the  com- 
mand of  General  Elzey.  I  wish  General  Hill  to  make  such  disposition 
of  his  troops  as  to  ffive  me  all  the  force  that  can  be  spared  from  North 
Carolina.  Jenkins' brigade,  belonging  to  Pioketf  s  division,  is  still  on  the 
Blackwater,  and  I  do  not  like  to  order  it  up  until  I  hear  whether  proper 
dispositions  are  made  to  r^eve  it.  It  is  much  wanted  with  its  division. 
Our  scouts  report  that  General  Heintzelman,  with  his  corps  from  Wash- 
ington, hasjoined  General  Hooker,  Governor  Cnrlin  having  promised 
to  defend  Washington  City  with  20,000  State  troops.  I  have  not  heard 
yet  of  any  fleet  of  transports  ascending  the  Potomac  Single  transports 
are  fluently  seen  coming  up  the  river.  Yesterday  forty  transports 
were  counted  at  Aquia  Greek.  Begiments  of  the  two  ^ears^  men  are 
being  discharged,  I  learn,  as  their  time  expires,  and  it  is  thought  are 
sent  off  at  night 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LEB, 

Cf0ii0rflL 


HBA2>QUABTSB8  ARMT  OF  KOBTHBBN  YTBOIKIA^ 

Ma/g  20, 1863. 
H%|.  Gen.  Abhou)  Elzby, 

OcmmanMmg  Dtparim^i^  of  BMimomd^  Vul: 

Gsnxbal:  a  party  of  deserters  from  the  North  Oarolina  regiments 
of  this  army  left  camp  lasi  night,  taking  their  arms  and  equipments  widi 
them.  Some  of  them  are  supposed  to  1]«  making  for  Ashe  Oounty,  North 
Oarolina,  and  many,  it  is  said,  cross  the  James  Biver  at  Lumberton, 
about  46  miles  above  Bichmond,  and  Boanoke  at  Horse  Ford  MiU. 
General  Lee  directs  me  to  request  that  your  gua^  be  instructed  to  be 
on  the  alert  for  them,  and  if  practicable  the  points  indicated  be  watched 
and  guarded. 

Very  respeotftally,  your  obedient  servant. 

W.  H.  TATLOB, 
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t  A  portion  only. 


;  Kot  daealfled. 
\  No  report. 


BtmwELL'8  Bay,  ifoy  21, 1863. 

Miy.  William  Kobbis,  Chitf  of  SigtuU  Corps: 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  my  safe  retom,  with  dates  of  the  20th 
instant.  The  Yankees  at  West  Point  have  been  re-enforoed,  but  ftom 
the  best  information  I  can  obtain  they  do  not,  1  think,  number  more 
than  10,000.  Five  or  six  light  batteries  and  all  the  spare  horses  and 
mules  at  Fortress  Monroe  were  sent  to  Yorktown  on  Monday.  The  fbroe 
at  Suffolk  still  numbers  about  15,000. 

Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

C.  H.  CAUSEY, 

Oaptaimj  0.  8.  Armg. 

BiOHMOND,  May  21, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  Bill,  Qold$harough  : 

You  had  better  wait  for  receipt  of  General  Lee^s  letter  to  you.  I  have 
telegraphed  him  to  send  a  copy.  The  President  says  the  letter  refers 
the  matter  to  your  discretion  according  as  you  may  find  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  to  be. 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjwkmt  and  Inspector  OeneraiL 


Statb  of  Nobth  Oabolina,  Bxbcutivx  Dbpabtmbi^t, 

Balmghj  May  21, 1863. 

His  Excellency  President  Davis  : 

Deab  Sib:  Captain  Elliott,  commanding  a  company  of  State  troops, 
captured  last  Saturday  two  steamers  in  the  Albemarle  and  Chesapeake 
Canals,  one  of  them  carrying  a  large  maU.  Upon  overlooking  the  mail, 
in  addition  to  various  items  of  intelligence,  we  found  a  letter  ftom  a 
man  by  the  name  of  Montgomery,  in  Washington  City,  to  General  Fos- 
ter, at  New  Berne,  proposing  a  general  negro  insurrection  and  destruc- 
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tion  of  all  railroad  bridges,  &o.,  in  the  South.    I  indose  yoa  a  copy  of 
the  letter,  giving  all  the  minatia  of  the  damnable  scheme.    Yoa  can  of 
conrse  make  snch  nse  of  it  as  you  may  think  best.    The  neoesnty  for 
increased  diligence  in  guarding  our  bridges,  &c.,  is  apparent. 
The  letter  has  not  yet  been  made  public. 
Very  respectfiilly,  &c., 

Z.  B.  YAKOB. 

Washinoton,  D.  G.,  Mojf  12, 186a. 
Major-General  Foster, 

Oomdg.  Bepartmmit  of  North  Owrolina^  Beomfortf  N.  0. : 

GenIiAAL  :  A  plan  has  been  formed  for  a  simultaneous  movement  to 
sever  the  rebel  communications  throughout  the  whole  South,  which  has 
been  sent  to  some  general  in  each  military  department  in  the  seceded 
States,  in  order  that  they  may  act  in  concert  and  thus  secure  success. 
The  plan  is  to  induce  the  blacks  to  make  a  concerted  and  simultaneous 
movement  or  rising,  on  the  night  of  the  Ist  of  August  next^  over  the 
entire  States  in  rebellion;  to  arm  themselves  with  any  and  every  kind 
of  weapon  that  may  come  to  hand  and  commence  operations  by  burn- 
ing all  railroad  and  country  bridges  and  tearing  up  railroad  tracks  and 
destroying  telegraph  lines,  &c.,  and  then  take  to  the  woods,  the  swamps, 
or  the  mountains,  whence  they  may  emerge,  as  occasion  may  offer,  for 
provisions  and  for  further  depredations.  No  blood  is  to  be  shed  except 
in  self-defense.  The  com  will  be  in  roasting-ears  about  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust, and  wilii  this  and  hogs  running  in  the  woods,  and  by  foraging 
upon  the  plantations  by  night,  they  can  subsist.  Tlds  is  the  plan^  in 
substance,  and  if  we  can  obtain  a  concerted  movement  at  the  tmie 
named  it  will  doubtless  be  successful.  The  main  object  of  this  letter  is 
to  state  the  time  for  the  rising,  that  it  may  be  simultaneous  over  the 
whole  South.  To  carry  the  plan  into  effect  in  the  department  in  which 
you  have  a  command,  you  are  requested  to  select  one  or  more  intelligent 
contrabands,  and  after  telling  them  the  plan  and  the  time  (night  of  the 
1st  of  August)  you  will  send  them  into  the  interior  of  the  countar^, 
within  the  enemy's  lines,  and  where  slaves  are  numerous,  with  instmo- 
tions  to  communicate  the  plan  and  the  time  to  as  many  intelligent 
slaves  as  possible,  and  requesting  of  each  to  circulate  it  &r  and  wide 
over  the  country,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  make  the  rising  understood 
by  several  hundred  thousand  slaves  by  the  time  named. 

When  you  have  made  these  arrangements  please  inclose  this  letter 
to  some  other  general  commanding  in  the  same  department  with  yoor- 
self—- some  one  whom  you  know  or  believe  to  be  £ftvorable  to  such  move- 
ment— and  he  in  turn  is  requested  to  send  it  to  another,  and  so  on  until 
it  has  traveled  the  entire  rounds  of  the  department,  and  each  command 
and  post  will  in  this  way  be  acting  together  in  the  employment  of  negio 
slaves  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect. 

In  this  way  the  plan  will  be  adopted  at  the  same  time  and  in  concert 
over  the  whole  South,  and  yet  no  one  of  all  engaged  in  it  will  learn  the 
names  of  his  associates  and  will  only  know  tiie  number  of  generals  act- 
ing together  in  the  movement.  To  give  this  last  information,  and  be- 
fore inclosing  this  letter  to  some  other  general,  put  the  numeral  I  after 
the  word  <*  Approved"  at  the  bottom  of  this  sheet,  and  when  it  has  gone 
the  rounds  of  the  department  the  person  last  receiving  it  will  please 
leindose  it  to  my  address,  that  I  may  thus  know  and  communiciUie  tiie 
tBndt  that  the  plan  is  being  carried  out  at  the  same  time. 
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Be  asenredy  sir,  that  I  will  infonn  every  department  in  the  seoedeii 
States  of  the  plan  and  the  time,  that  the  movement  may  thos  be  gen- 
eral and  simoltaneons. 

Very  respectfally,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

AUGUSTUS  8.  MONTGOMBBY. 

Note. — ^Tbis  letter  may  be  sent  to  other  deiMurtments  fEffther  sonth 
after  having  gone  the  rounds  of  yours,  which  will  show  to  all  that  the 
plan  is  being  generally  adopted. 

DEPABTMBirr  OF  NOBTH  OABOLINA. 

Approved. 

0.  MABSHALL. 
Mtyar  a/nd  Atda-de'damp. 


Hradquabtebs  Dbpabtment  Southbbk  VntajmA, 

Ivor  J  Ma/jf  22, 1863. 
M%i.  Oen.  Abkold  Elzby,  Bichmondy  Va. : 

Gehbbal  :  I  have  received  your  telegrams  respecting  Smooths  bat- 
tery. Ever  since  I  have  been  here  (after  leaving  Richmond)  we  have 
been'  occapied  with  the  enemy.  They  appeared  at  Oarrsville  with 
12,000  men,  thirty  pieces  of  artilleiy,  and  cavalry,  and  commenced  tak- 
ing np  the  railroad.  They  were  driven  bnck  2  miles  to  where  they  were 
strongly  intrenched.  Last  night  information  came  that  there  were 
three  ganboats  coming  np  the  Chowan  and  that  they  were  not  faa 
below  the  Meherrin,  and  to-day  they  are  in  strong  force  within  8  miles 
of  this  place;  nevertheless  I  ordered  back  the  gnns,  though  much 
wanted  to  protect  the  steamers  we  have  at  Franklin  and  Ibr  the  de- 
fenses of  the  river. 

Yours,  very  resi)ectftilly, 

S.  G.  FBBNOH, 
Ma^'Oenerdlj  Oommamding» 


Headquabtbbs  Abmy  of  Nobthbbn  Yibginia, 

ifoy  22, 1863. 
M%j.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oammanding  District  of  North  CaroUma : 

Genebal  :  I  am  informed  by  telegram  from  General  Gooper  that  you 
have  received  my  telegram  but  not  my  letter  firom  Biohmond  of  the  16tii.* 
I  herewith  inclose  you  a  copy  of  the  letter.  I  have  nothing  in  addition 
to  say,  farther  than  our  scouts  have  not  reported  the  passage  of  any 
large  fleets  of  vessels  (transports)  from  Sunfolk  up  the  Potomac,  but 
have  reported  a  number  of  individual  vessels  bearing  troops.  Be-en- 
forcements  of  30,000  men  have  also  reached  Hooker  from  the  direction 
of  Washington  since  the  late  battles.  Four  gunboats  are  reported  as- 
cending the  Bappahannock  below  Urbana,  and  a  scout  who  has  just 
return^  from  the  enemy's  lines  reports  that  every  indication  leads  to 
the  belief  that  he  is  prepiuring  for  an  early  move. 

Your  particular  attention  is  called  to  the  inclosed  letter,  and  you  are 
desired  to  push  forward  re-enforcements  frt>m  Korth  Oarolina  as  rapidly 

'  flee  Lee  to  HiU,  of  ihakt  d*te. 
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M  dieomstaiioeB  will  pennit  I  wish  to  be  able  to  oppoee  the  foD 
stzength  of  this  army  to  the  enemy  when  it  becomes  neoeesaiy  to  meet 
him  again. 

I  am,  very  respectfoUy,  yoor  obedient  servant. 


Camp  FBEDEBiOKSBima,  Jfay  22, 1863. 
General  Abnold  Elsset,  Commanding^  dfc. : 

General:  Captain  Capps,  Fit'teeuth  Virginia  Cavalry,  on  dnty  in 
King  William  County,  reports  that  Mr.  Davis,  whose  home  is  at  West 
Point,  and  who  at  this  time  is  employed  in  the  Confederate  l^avy,  has 
been  noticing  tbe  movements  of  the  ejiemy,  and  states  that  they  have 
left  in  part.  Three  transports  left  on  the  15th  loaded  with  troops. 
There  appears  now  to  be  there  two  squadrons  of  cavalry,  one  compiuiy 
artillery,  and  a  small  portion  of  infantry.  About  1,000  negroes  are  at 
work  on  the  iiitrenchmeuts.  All  the  gunboats  and  transports  have  left 
except  two.  They  appear  to  be  ferry-boats.  Have  you  leoeived  intelfi- 
gence  corroborating  this,  or  can  yon  ascertain  what  is  the  condition  of 
things  t  It  was  reported  yesterday  that  four  gunboats  were  ascend- 
ing the  Bappahannock  and  had  come  within  12  miles  of  Tappahannock. 
Milroy  has  recrossed  the  mountains  and  returned  to  the  valley.  Our 
scouts  north  of  the  Rappahannock  report  indications  of  another  move 
on  the  part  of  General  Hooker.  Seven  pieces  of  artillery  and  some  in- 
fianti^  have  reached  Stafford  Court-House  from  Dumfries.  Heintselman 
is  said  to  have  joined  him.  Reports  from  Alexandria  state  that  30,000 
new  troops  ai^e  to  be  sent  to  him.  ]!^ay  I  ask  you  to  report  these  cir- 
eumstances  to  the  Secretary  of  War  for  his  information  f 
Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  seiTant, 

fi.  B.  liBBy 

OeieroL 


Special  Obdbbs,  )  Adjt.  and  Inbpeotob  GBNBBAii'B  Officb, 
No.  122.  /  Biekmondj  Ma/g  2^  1888. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

X.  M%jor  Wren  will  proceed  with  his  battalion  in  the  direction  of 
Lynchburg,  Ya.,  to  guard  the  passes  on  the  James  Biver.  Quarter- 
master's and  commissary  departments  will  provide  forage  and  rati<ms. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

XX.  Brig.  Gen.  George  H.  Steuart,  Provisional  Army  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Fredericksburg,  Ya.»fUNi 
report  to  General  B.  E.  Lee  for  assignment  to  duty. 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War : 

JHO.  WITR^SBS, 
AM8i9tant  A^futant-emtral 

HBADQUABTEB8, 

WUmingUm,  Mof  23, 1863. 

Major-Gtoneral  Hill,  0<mmandmg^  <£c.,  Ooldshoraugh: 

Gbnbbal  :  1  send  you  a  note  from  Shays.*  They  seem  over  tbe 
lines  to  be  busy  fortifying  themselves.    I  do  not  think  they  will  ahcnrtly 

*Not  found. 
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adyanoe,  though  the  manner  in  which  we  are  stripped  of  troops  ftwa 
Savannah  ap  most  be  a  great  bait  f6r  them. 

I  am  in  hopes  we  may  hear  something  more,  favorable  aboat  the 
Sonthwest.  Pemberton  is  said  to  have  had  over  00,000.  What  oan  he 
beaboatt    •    •    • 

Veiy  truly,  yours,  

W.  H.  0.  WHITIKO, 

Mqfar-Om&rmL 


Hbadquarikre, 
FrederiMburgj  Mofg  25, 1868. 
Genearal  D.  H.  EbLL, 

OcmmaiMng  Department  South  ofJamei  River : 

Obneral  :  I  have  received  by  conrier  yoor  letter  of  the  21st  I  am 
much  gratified  to  learn  that  the  enemy  has  been  so  harassed  and  pun- 
ished daring  the  past  months,  and  wish  that  your  force  was  suffleient 
to  drive  them  from  the  State.  K  yonr  information  is  correct  that  their 
troops  are  moving  from  the  State  I  hoi^  you  will  be  able  to  spare  the 
brigades  belonging  to  this  army.  They  are  very  essential  to  aid  in  the 
eflbrt  to  turn  back  the  tide  of  war  that  is  now  pressing  south. 

Since  the  battle  of  OhanceUorsville  the  enemy  has  made  a  lodgment 
at  West  Point,  the  confluence  of  the  Pamunkey  and  Mattapony  fivers, 
and  are  fortifying  that  neck.  Whether  it  is  a  feint  or  preparation  tor 
a  new  base  of  operations  I  do  not  know.  I  have  thought  it  probable 
that  the  troops  fiN>m  your  department  may  be  in  process  of  transference 
to  that  point.  I  therefore  desire  that  you  direct  Brigadier-Oeneral 
Jenkins  to  Join  his  division  (Pickett^s)  at  Hanover  Junction,  and  Brig- 
adier-Geneni]  Bansom  to  repair  to  Bichmond.  Should  it  be  necessaiy 
to  move  him  farther  he  will  receive  orders  from  General  Elcey,  to 
whom  he  will  report  You  can  retain  Brigadier-General  Cooke  for  the 
present,  or  until  yon  can  more  fully  ascertain  the  intentions  of  the  en- 
emy, and  see  what  dispositions  you  can  best  make  for  the  protection 
of  your  department  I  think,  if  necessary,  troops  may  be  drawn  from 
Soutii  Oarolina  and  Georgia  to  re-enibroe  you,  as  I  can  hardly  suppose 
tiiat  the  enemy  contemplates  any  serious  invasion  of  that  department 
this  summer.  I  think,  too,  the  season  has  passed  for  making  any  move- 
ment in  North  Oarolina  more  tlum  raids  of  devastation  or  attempts  to 
retain  there  our  troops  in  idleness.  I  hope  you  wiU  be  able  to  frustrate 
and  punish  all  such  efforts. 

I  am  very  much  in  need  of  cavalry,  and  if  you  can  spare  anotherreg- 
iment,  as  you  suggest,  I  will  be  much  obliged  to  you  to  order  it  to  repair 
to  Orange  Gourt-House  and  report  to  General  Stuart  I  am  told  there 
is  a  regiment  on  the  Blackwater,  whose  horses  are  in  good  condition, 
which,  if  you  could  replace  by  another,  it  might  be  well  to  send. 

Kyou  require  General  Bobertson  to  command  or  organice  the  cavalry 
in  your  department  I  will  return  him  to  you. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LBB, 

OeJopnL 


Kaval  Oommakdakt^  Office, 

WUmington,  N.  (7.,  Mof  26,  1868. 
Lieutenant-General  Longstreet, 

Commanding  Military  Department^  Petersburg^  Va.: 

General  :  I  have  serious  misgivings  as  to  the  safety  of  the  gunboat 
and  floating  battery  building  near  S^tland  Neck,  ujKm  the  Boanoke. 
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Unless  there  be  a  cavalry  force  on  the  left  bank  to  give  notioe  of  Uie 
enemy's  approach,  by  a  sndden  raid  across  from  Winston,  our  woikcan 
be  destroyed  by  a  night^s  raid,  thus  crashing  all  our  hopes  of  repossess- 
ing Albemarle  Sonnd. 

It  is  not  for  me  to  saggest  any  coarse  to  yoa,  who  are  so  madli  better 
qaalified  to  determine  what  shonld  be  done,  and  I  simply  express  my 
anxiety  for  the  vessels,  apon  which  we  are  working  with  all  possible 
rapidi^,  and  ask  yoa  to  protect  them,  for  I  have  not  men  saffioient  to 
compose  the  crew  of  the  iron-clad  ahnost  completed  here. 
Very  respeotfaUy,  year  obedient  servant, 

W.  F.  LYNOH, 
Flag- Officer  y  OwmMmdihg  Nami  D^mmm,  North  OmroUmm. 


Hbadquabtrbs,  Jwm  7, 1868. 

Bespeotftilly  referred  to  M%jor-General  HilL 

JAMES  LONGSTBBBT, 

Lieutmumt'OmenU. 


flSADQUABTEBS  ABMT  OF  NOBTHBBIT  YlBOIHXA, 

Mof  26,  1868. 
Excellency  Zbbitlon  B.  Yakob, 
Governor  of  North  OarolifUiy  Maleigh : 

GovBBNOB :  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reoeipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  21st  instant,  with  its  indosares,  for  which  I  retarn  yoa  my 
thanks. 

I  think  the  coarse  pursued  by  you  with  reference  to  the  letter  of  Mont- 
gomery, in  withholdingit  from  publication,  judiciousand  proper.  I  woold 
suggest  that  measures  be  taken  to  advise  all  the  State  aathorities  and 
miUtary  commanders  privately  of  the  proposed  insurrection,  in  order 
that  they  may  be  upon  their  guard  and  take  the  necessary  precaottons 
to  prevent  the  movement  and  protect  public  and  other  property. 

I  thai^  you  for  the  copy  of  the  order  showing  the  regiments  of  nine 
months'  men  that  go  out  of  service,  and  hope  your  i^utant-genersl 
may  succeed  in  ascertaining  the  number  of  resiments  in  the  Depart- 
ment of  North  Carolina.  The  information  would  be  usefol,  and  I  should 
like  to  have  it. 

Very  respectfhlly,  your  obedient  servant, 

E.  B.  LEE, 

OenereiL 


Hbadquabtebs  Abmy  of  Nobthbbn  YiBaniiA. 

Jfoy  26,1863w 
The  Hon.  Seobbtaby  of  Wab  : 

Sib  :  I  have  the  honor  to  inclose  to  you  a  copy  of  a  letter  forwarded 
to  me  on  the  21st  instant  by  His  Excellency  Governor  Yanoe,  of  UTorth 
Oarolina.*  Governor  Yance  states  that  it  is  a  copy  of  an  original  letter 
addressed  to  General  Foster,  and  recently  taken  in  a  Federal  mall,  ci^ 
tured  by  some  of  oar  troops  in  the  State  service.  The  Governor  also 
says  that  he  has  not  given  publicity  to  the  letter,  a  course  which  I  have 
advised  him  that  I  consider  prudent  and  judicious.    I  have  suggested 

*  See  ineiosare  to  Vance's  letter,  p.  10S3. 
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to  Governor  Vance  to  cause  the  State  and  military  aothoritfeB  to  be 
confidentially  adviaed  of  the  proposed  movement,  that  proper  preoaa- 
tionaiy  measures  may  be  adopted.  Without  knowing  anyttiing  of  the 
letter  or  the  writer^  further  than  may  be  inferred  firom  the  apparent  in- 
dications of  the  connection  of  the  latter  either  with  those  in  autlunity 
or  with  others  who  have  united  to  carry  out  this  diabolical  projeoty  I 
deem  it  my  duty  to  lay  the  matter  before  you  for  such  action  as  you 
may  see  fit  to  take  in  the  premises. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant^ 

tL  B.  LBB, 

OeieroL 


OSIVBBAL  OBDSBS.  )  HDQBB.  DBPT.  OF  NOBTH  OABOLIHA. 

No.  ao.  f  eoldMboraugh,  Mag  26, 1883. 

The  department  commander  announces  the  well-known  fact  of  the 
death  of  the  great  and  good  Jackson,  not  merely  in  order  to  pay  a  trib- 
ute to  the  illustrious  dead,  but  also  to  incite  the  troops  to  imitate  his 
example.  His  name  has  been  identified  with  almost  aU  the  great  battles 
of  the  war,  and  his  genius  and  courage  have  been  the  chief  elements  in 
Southern  success  and  Yankee  discon^ture.  The  eagle  glance  and  iron 
will  of  the  great  commander  were  happily  united  in  him  with  the  patient, 
uncomplaining  endurance  of  the  common  soldier. 

His  wondeiful  battles  havcrcontributed  largely  to  our  indei)endencey 
and  his  great  fame  has  shed  a  halo  of  glory  over  his  beloved  South. 
But  his  virtues  as  a  man  will  be  as  fondly  remembered  by  his  country- 
men as  the  brilliant  deeds  of  his  military  career.  He  has  taught  us 
that  he  who  most  fears  €k)d  the  least  fears  man;  that  the  most  exalted 
courage  may  be  associated  with  the  modesty  of  uie  shrinking  girl;  that 
the  lips  which  were  never  defiled  with  ribaldry'  and  profonity  could 
cheer  on  most  loudly  amidst  the  roar  of  cannon  and  the  clash  of  arms. 
His  whole  life  was  a  rebuke  to  the  intriguingi  the  selfish,  the  cowardly, 
the  vulgar,  and  the  profane. 

The  pure  man  will  be  loved  as  much  as  the  heroic  soldier  will  be  ad- 
mired in  the  future  ages  of  the  republic. 

Let  us  drop  our  laurel  upon  his  bier,  but  remember  that  we  may  best 
honor  him  by  striving  day  and  night,  and  with  his  unwavering  trust  in 
Ood,  to  secure  the  independence  for  which  he  gave  his  life. 

D.  H.  HILL, 

OeieroL 


OoLBSBOBonGH,  N.  0.,  Jfof  27|  1888. 
Bff%jor-General  Whiting: 

Genebal  :  Bansom  has  been  ordered  to  Virginia.  His  first  regiment 
leaves  to-day.  This  makes  us  very  weak.  The  mail  captured  by  the 
guerrillas  showed  the  astonishing  fact  that  there  are  thirty-one  regi- 
ments at  New  Berne,  and  that  instead  of  sending  ofl;'  they  have  been 
receiving  troops.  Nine  regiments  are  there  mentioned  which  were  not 
in  my  original  list  and  of  which  I  have  never  seen  any  mention  in  their 
papers.    Take  -care  that  we  are  not  all  bagged  nome  of  these  days. 

Jones,  the  great  brigand,  was  really  killed  in  my  chase  of  lum  the 
other  day.  He  was  a  bold,  dangerous,  bad  man.  His  work  has  been 
that  oi  the  Oomandie. 

I  am  afraid  that  our  scouts  knew  nothing  of  the  strength  of  the  Yan 

88  B  B— yoL  xvui 
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kees;  chey  have  been  relying entliely  apon  what  tiie  dtisens  teU  tiieiiiy 
and  now  that  the  blockade  is  rtiiot  they  know  nothing.    I  hope  tiiat 
yonr  works  are  strong  on  Soond  and  HoUy  Stretch  road. 
Duect  to  Petersburg. 


Very  respectftmyy 


D.  H.  HILL, 


HSABQUIBTBBS, 

OMOoroughj  N.  0.y  M0§21,  IMS. 
[Oeneral  A.  H.  Oolqititt  :] 

OsNiBSAL :  This  will  be  handed  yon  by  M%}ot  Nethercotti  who  has  s 
battalion  of  Partisan  Bangers  on  the  Upper  G^rent  road. 

General  Bansom  is  leaving  at  a  very  unfortunate  time,  as  the  Yankees 
are  certainly  in  large  force  at  New  Berne,  and  neither  yon  nor  Gooke 
Imow  the  countrr. 

You  will  find  Major  Nethercutt  a  very  trustful,  reliable,  and  worthy 
man.  He  is  thoroughly  posted  in  regard  to  the  country.  Major  Nether- 
cutt  has  about  500  men.  Gapt  G.  G.  Wright  is  there  with  a  battalion  of 
300  men.  Maj.  J.  N.  Whitford  is  at  GowaM's  Bridge  with  some  400  men. 
He  should  be  ordered  up  in  case  of  an  advance  upon  Einston.  You 
can  thus  bring  into  battle  upward  of  5,000  men.  General  Martin  is  at 
Greenville  with  two  regiments  and  could  be  sent  for  in  case  anything 
serious  should  occur.  He  is  year  senioi^,  and  after  General  Bansom  has 
left  he  will  be  in  charge  of  this  State.  Telegraph  to  me  promptly  at 
Petersburg  should  there  be  a  serious  movement. 

Do  not  attempt  to  fight  farther  out  than  the  Southwest.  Yon  can 
whip  any  force  upon  the  Neuse  and  Lower  Trent  road ;  but  should  Uie 
Yankees  swing  round  on  the  upper  road — ^the  Upper  Treat  and  Wil- 
mington road — ^you  may  cross  over  to  attack  their  rear  or  fall  Imck  acrosB 
the  river.  It  will  never  do  to  fight  in  tiie  earthworks  just  over  the 
bridge. 

Have  the  new  bridge  finished  rapidly ;  clear  away  all  the  trees  on  the 
other  side  for  at  least  500  yards  and  have  strong  batteries  and  rifle-pits 
to  protect  the  bridge.  After  you  have  finished  the  bridge  the  old 
bridge  could  be  destroyed  in  case  of  an  advance.  Those  silly  works 
near  the  bridge  on  the  other  side  could  then  be  destroyed,  as  the  Yankees 
would  use  them  as  batteries  against  the  town. 

I  hope  that  you  may  have  great  success  in  your  new  field.    Study  the 
roads  and  country  rapidly. 
With  great  rei^eet, 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Major  OeneraL 


GoLDSBOROUGH,  N.  G.,  May  27,  1863. 
G^ueral  B.  £.  LE£,  Commanding  Army: 

General:  I  wrote  to  you  two  days  ago  that  the  information  through 
the  captured  mail  showed  that  there  were  thirty-oue  regiments  in  New 
Berne  and  possibly  six  more,  as  six  others,  Dot  meutiooed  in  the  letters, 
were  known  to  be  there  before  the  battle  of  Ghancellors v  ille.  I  received 
your  order  last  night  to  remove  Bansom.  My  transportation  is  very 
limited,  and  it  will  take  three  days  to  get  him  ofL  I  hope  that  you  will 
replace  Bansom  by  one  of  the  shattered  brigades,  else  the  railroad  can 
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be  cut  and  possibly  WilmingtoD  be  taken.  The  removal  of  Ransom  I 
regard  as  bazardoos  at  this  time  unless  yon  move  soon.  I  go  on  to-day 
to  Petersburg  to  be  provost-maarshal  there. 

As  soon  as  I  know  where  Brigadier-Gkoieral  Jenkins  is  I  wiU  order 
him  to  join  General  Pickett 
with  great  respect, 

D.  H.  HILL. 

Mqfar-GmieraL 

P.  8.— I  have  sent  yon  about  9,500  on  paper,  possibly  8,000  eiEdctiveSi 
if  the  partisan  cavalry  can  be  called  effectives.  I  have  received  in 
return  about  1,500  effective  men,  reidly  good  and  true. 

I  am  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  offer  of  Brigadier-Gtoneral  Robertson, 
bat  he  has  been  once  in  this  department. 


Headquarters  Armt  of  Northern  Yiroinia, 

May  28, 1803. 
Qen.  D.  H.  Hill, 
Oommandii^y  cfto.,  Kinston,  JIT.  O. : 

General  :  Tour  letter  of  the  25th  iostant  is  received.  I  regret  to 
bear  of  the  occurrence  reported  by  yon^  and  fear  that  the  regiment 
allowed  itself  to  be  surprised.  1  am  gratified,  however,  that  you  drove 
the  enemy  back  so  promptly  to  his  intrenchments  and  did  all  in  your 
Xx>wer  to  retrieve  the  disaster. 

With  reference  to  the  Federal  force  in  North  Garolina,  I  have  ob- 
served that  the  department  has  been  divided  into  tiiree  districts,  a  list 
of  which,  with  the  names  of  the  commanders,  I  inclose.  The  name  of 
General  Foster  is  not  mentioned.  He  may  still  command  the  depart- 
ment or  he  may  have  been  withdrawn.  I  am  at  a  loss  to  account  for 
the  troops  that  have  appeared  at  West  Point,  unless  they  came  from 
North  Garolina;  I  do  not  think  they  were  taken  from  the  Army  of  the 
Potomac.  All  the  information  received  indicates  that  none  have  gone 
down  the  Potomac.  On  the  contrary,  troops  have  been  reported  com- 
ing up  the  river,  and  Hooker  has  received  re-enforcements  since  the 
late  iMittles.  I  supposed  that  the  troops  at  West  Point  might  have 
come  frt)m  North  Garolina  and  that  General  Foster  may  be  in  command 
or  that  he  will  be.  The  division  of  the  department  into  districts  would 
indicate  that  active  operations  on  an  extensive  scale  were  not  contem- 
plated, but  rather  the  occupancy  of  the  country. 

I  think  your  view  with  regard  to  the  letters  correct,  and  that  the 
writers  addressed  them  to  their  correspondents  in  ignorance  of  their 
having  left  North  Garolina,  a  fact  that  would  of  course  be  withheld  as 
long  as  possible  from  the  knowledge  of  the  public 

My  letter  of  the  25th  instant  will  have  already  apprised  you  that  I 
desire  Jenkins  to  be  ordered  to  rejoin  his  division  at  once  at  Hanover 
Junction,  and  Bausom  to  proceed  to  Eichmood,  where  he  will  receive 
fhrther  orders  through  General  Elzey,  if  it  be  necessary.  The  same  let- 
ter will  have  advised  you  that  you  can  retain  (General  Gooke  for  the 
present,  until  you  have  better  ascertained  the  enemy's  intentions  and 
made  the  best  provision  for  the  defense  of  your  department. 

When  General  Loiigstreet  left  the  south  side  of  the  James  a  consid> 
erable  amount  of  transportation  remained,  from  which  Golonel  Gorley 
has  directed  Golquitt's  brigade  to  be  supplied.  I  thought  this  bettei 
than  to  send  the  transportation  he  1^  here,  as  the  distance  is  great. 
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I  inoloee  yoa  a  statement  of  the  artillery  on  the  Blackwater  and  near 
Petersburg.*  The  heavy  batteries  of  Dabney  and  Smoot  are  intended 
to  operate  on  the  rivers  and  are  best  for  that  purpose.  I  wish  yon  to 
send  me  a  report  of  the  field  batteries  in  North  Garolina,  and  woold  be 
glad  to  know  whether  yon  have  any  snrplns  of  good  ones. 


War  Dbpibtment,  O.  B.  A., 

Biehmond^  Va.j  Mag  28, 1863. 

M%}.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  dmmamdingj  dte. : 

Geiveral  :  Your  letter  of  to-day  has  been  just  sent  me  by  the  A^jn- 
tant-GeneraL  and  I  learn  with  some  surprise  that  both  Ransom's  brigade 
and  that  of  General  Jenkins  have  been  ord^^  from  your  department 
to  join  (General  Lee.  I  received  on  yesterday  a  telegram  from  Oenunl 
Lee,  recommending  that  Oooke^s  brigade  should  be  ordered  to  this  oily, 
and  suggesting  that  in  case  of  need  General  Beauregard  should  re-en- 
force you.  On  conference  with  the  President,  to  whom  this  telegram 
was  exhibited,  it  was  resolved  before  givinff  a  positive  order  for  sudh 
movement  to  consult  you  as  to  its  effect  on  ttie  si^ety  of  your  command. 
General  Lee  must  have  concluded  this  recommendation  had  not  been 
complied  with  when  he  ordered  up  Ransom's  and  Jenkins'.  From  your 
exhibition  of  the  forces  of  the  enemy  in  North  Oarolina  I  am  of  the  same 
opinion  with  yourself,  that  with  a  knowledge  of  the  DeMSts  both  brigades 
would  not  have  been  ordered  firom  yon.  The  best  plan  will  be,  as  you 
have  started  Ransom's  brigade,  to  send  that  on  and  retain  both  Jen- 
kins' and  Cooke's,  at  least  until  further  communication  can  be  had  with 
General  Lee  and  his  counsel  taken  on  the  new  aspect  presented  by 
your  statement  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  North  Carolina. 

General  Lee  evidently  supposes  that  the  forces  of  the  enemy  have 
been  largely  withdrawn  from  both  North  Carolina  and  Suffolk  and 
have  been  concentrated  on  the  Rappahannock  and  at  West  Point.  He 
states  in  his  telegram  that  Foster  has  been  withdrawn,  and  he  presumes 
widi  his  force  has  been  sent  to  one  or  other  of  the  last-named  points. 
It  will  certainly  be  better  that  he  should  have  fuller  information  before 
you  carry  out  his  instructions  fully. 

With  high  esteem,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
8eeretary  of  War. 


Hbadquabtebs  Distbiot  of  the  Cape  Feab, 

WilmingUmj  Mag  28, 1863. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oommandingj  dkCj  Petersburg : 

General  :  I  have  your  letter,  and  don't  like  the  news  either  of  Ran- 
som's departure  or  the  force  of  the  enemy.  What  can  we  do  t  Cooke 
cannot  defend  Kiuston  by  himself  and  I  cannot  aid  him.  I  should  find 
hard  work  to  hold  Wilmington  by  my  force,  and  he  cannot  aid  me.  I 
don't  think  Beauregard  can  help  me  now.  Do  try  and  get  some  troops 
down  here.  They  will  surely  make  a  raid  on  the  railroad  as  soon  as 
they  learn  you  are  gone,  and  the  scoundrels  hear  almost  everythiDg. 

'Notlbfnnd. 
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The  Oovemor  is  caUing  back  his  negroes,  which  troubles  me  greatly. 
Yea  know  I  am  not  yet  ready  and  have  not  yet  gnns  enough.    The  labor 
of  the  past  two  months  has  been  immense. 
Yeiy  respeotMly, 

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 

Speoial  ObderBi  t  Adjt.  and  Inspeotob  Genebal's  Offioe, 
No.  127.  )  Biehmimdy  7a.,  May  28, 1863. 

•  •••••• 

II.  The  Department  of  North  Carolina  will  hereafter  include  4;he  De- 
partment of  Southern  Yir^fi^ia  as  &r  north  as  to  embrace  the  dty  of 
Petersburg  and  its  environs,  and  including  the  Appomattox  Biver.  All 
the  troops  within  this  department,  thus  extended,  will  be  under  the 
command  of  Maj.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill.  The  arrangements  for  the  parole 
and  exchange  of  prisoners  by  the  Appomattox  Biver  will,  as  heretofore, 
be  under  the  control  of  the  agent  for  exchange  (Colonel  Ould),  and  the 
disposal  of  the  prisoners,  after  paroled  or  exchanged,  will  be  directed 
by  the  orders  of  Brig.  Gen.  [J.  H.]  Winder,  commanding  the  Depart- 
ment of  Henrico.  ,   ^  ,      ^        .       .     ^ 

III.  Maj.  Gen.  S.  G.  French  is  relieved  fhnn  the  Department  of 

Southern  Virginia,  and  will  proceed  without  delay  to  Mississippi,  where 

he  will  report  for  duty  to  Gen.  Joseph  £.  Johnston. 

•  •  •  #  •  •  • 

By  command  of  the  Secretary  of  War: 

JNO.  WITHEBS, 
AssUtant  Adjutant  Qim&raL 


BiOHMOND,  May  29, 1863. 
General  B.  £.  Lee,  FrederioMmrgj  Ya. : 

Gbnebai.:  Hill  says  he  has  reported  to  you  as  to  condition  in  North 
Carolina. 

To  withdraw  Bansom's,  Cooke's,  and  Jenkins' brigades  is  to  abandon 
the  country  to  the  enemy,  if  last  information  be  correct. 

Jenkins'  brigade  was  exchanged  for  the  one  which  had  previously 
guarded  the  approach  across  the  Black  water,  and  which  is  understood 
to  have  gone  up  with  General  Pickett. 

Bansom  has  been  promoted,  to  relieve  General  French,  ordered  to 
Mississippi 

JEFFEBSON  DAVIS. 


BiOHMONB,  Ya.,  May  30, 1863. 

His  Excellency  Zebulon  B.  Yanoe  : 

SiB:  I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
the  2Ist  instant,  conveyiug  a  copy  of  a  letter  captured  from  the  enemy, 
in  which  a  plan  is  proposed  to  General  Foster  for  a  general  insurrec- 
tion of  the  slaves  on  the  night  of  August  I,  to  destroy  railroad  bridges, 
&c.  Please  accept  my  thanks  for  the  information  conveyed.  The  mat- 
ter has  been  referred  to  the  special  attention  of  the  Secretary  of  War, 
who  wiil  communicate  a  warning  to  generals  commandiug  armies  in.the 
field. 

JEFFEBSON  DAYIS. 
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OONFIDBNTIAL.]  QBADQUABTBBS, 

Fred»eri6kAwrg,  ifaf  dO,  1863. 
His  Exoelleocv  Jeffebson  Davis: 

Mi.  PBBSiDBNf :  I  hope  yoa  received  my  reply  to  your  dispatofa  of 
yesterday. 

When  in  Biohmoud  I  gave  General  D.  CL  Hill  discretionary  instmo- 
tions,  stating  my  belief  that  the  contest  of  the  sammer  woold  take  plaee 
in  Virginia,  to  apportion  his  force  to  the  strength  of  the  enemy,  and  send 
me  every  man  he  could  spare.  He  declined  to  aot  nnder  those  instnic- 
tions  and  requested  positive  instructions.  He  now  offers  objections 
which  if  previously  presented  I  should  not  have  issued  tiiie  latter.  You 
will  see  that  I  am  unable  to  operate  under  these  cucnmstanoes,  and  re- 
quest to  be  relieved  from  any  control  of  tiie  department  from  the  James 
to  the  Cai>e  Fear  Biver.  I -have  for  nearly  a  month  been  endeavoring 
to  get  this  army  in  a  condition  to  move  to  anticipate  an  expected  blow 
from  the  enemy.  I  fear  I  shall  have  to  receive  it  here  at  a  disadvantage 
or  to  retreat.  The  enemy  will  either  make  a  combined  movement  to 
forcemebackor  transfer  his  army  to  the  James  Biver.  If  I  was  stronger 
I  think  I  could  prevent  either  and  force  him  back* 

You  will  perceive  by  the  return  of  the  20th,  forwarded  to  the  Adjutant 
and  Inspector  (General,  the  effective  strength  of  the  army.  If  I  could  use 
it  altogether  or  had  only  to  oppose  C^eral  Hooker's  army  I  shonld  be 
content.  But  my  wish  has  been  to  organize  a  force  to  defend  Bic^mond 
against  the  army  apparently  collecting  on  the  York  Biver.  I  can  get 
no  positive  information  as  to  its  strength.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  Uie 
scouts  sent  in  that  direction.  General  Longstreet  when  on  the  Black- 
water  sent  a  person  to  Washington.  He  could  get  no  further  than 
Baltimore.  No  one  but  the  miUtary  was  allowed  on  the  cars  from 
Baltimore  to  Washington.  He  said  while  in  Baltimore  troops  were  con- 
stantly passing  to  Washington,  said  to  be  MitchePs,  from  the  West, 
going  to  General  Hooker.  At  Old  Point,  on  his  return,  he  saw  some  of 
Foster's  troops,  and  was  informed  that  Generals  Diz^  Eeyes,  and  Foster 
were  at  West  Point    There  were  only  three  companies  at  Fort  Monroe. 

I  receive  this  information  with  some  allowance,  but  it  may  be  taken 
as  evidence  that  troops  are  being  thrown  into  Virginia. 

I  only  directed  Bansom's  brigade  to  be  sent  to  Bichmond;  Jenkins' 
to  Hanover  Junction :  Gooke^s  to  wait  till  movements  of  the  enemy  could 
be  further  ascertained. 

General  Longstveet  says  Pickett  has  no  brigade  in  the  place  of  Jen- 
kins'.  He  had  tomporarily  a  brigade  formed  of  two  regiments  from 
General  Sam.  Jones  and  two  from  General  Marshall.  It  was  first  under 
Pryor  and  afterwiod  under  Golston.  Three  of  the  regiments  were  sent 
back  to  the  West;  one  is  still  in  Petersburg,  or  rather  one  that  was  ex- 
changed for  it 

This  army  has  been  diminished  since  last  foil  by  the  brigades  of  Jen- 
kins, Bansom,  Gooke,  and  Evans.  It  has  been  increased  by  Pettigrew's. 
I  consider  Golquitt^s  exchanged  for  Daniel's.  General  HUl  has  retained 
in  North  Garolina  a  regiment  from  Pettigrew  and  DanieL  General 
Hooker's  army,  as  far  as  I  can  form  an  opinion,  has  been  increased. 

I  have  given  Your  Excellency  all  the  facts  in  my  possession  to  enable 
you  to  form  an  opinion  as  to  what  is  best  to  be  done.  I  fear  the  time 
has  passed  when  I  could  have  taken  the  offensive  with  advantage.  From 
the  indications  that  reach  me.  the  enemy  is  contemplating  another  move- 
ment I  have  not  discoverea  what  it  is.  There  may  be  nothing  left  for 
me  to  do  but  fed!  back     General  Hill  has  in  North  Garolina  Jenkins', 
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DayiB^,  Cooke's,  Bansom'Sy  Olingman's,  and  Martin's  brigadesj  a  lairm 
amount  of  field  artillery,  and  three  regiments  of  eaval^;  one  of  iSe 
latter,  in  addition  to  the  two  sent,  he  has  offered  to  send  me.  I  have 
directed  him  to  suspend  the  execution  of  the  orders  from  me  and  await 
orders  from  the  Ai^ntant  and  Inspector  (General. 

I  am,  with  great  respect,  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LHB, 

OeieroL 


HsADQUABTBBS  Abmt  OF  KosgrHSBN  YmanruL 

Jfof  90,1863. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

Oommandmg  DepartmeiU  Boulk  ofJamn: 

OEinsBAL :  Year  letter  of  May  27  has  been  received.  I  telegraphed 
to  yon  this  morning  to  suspend  the  execution  of  my  OTder  of  Sie  25th 
instant.  The  President  will  give  you  such  oiders  as  he  may  see  fit.  I 
know  nothing  of  the  force  in  your  front,  bnt  I  attach  no  importance  to 
the  estimate  of  the  enemy's  forces  in  New  Berne  based  on  the  captured 
mail.  These  letters  only  go  to  show  that  the  writers  thought  these  reg- 
iments were  in  New  Berne  at  the  time  they  wrote. 

One  of  Longstreet's  scouts,  in  whom  he  places  some  confidence,  has 
just  returned  from  Fortress  Monroe.  He  reports  some  of  Fost^s  forces 
at  that  point,  and  that  Foster,  Dix,  and  Keyes  are  at  Yorktown  and 
West  Point 

From  the  returns  of  Pettigrew's  and  Daniel's  brigades  the  effiBctiye 
force  of  the  two  is  5,844.  Two  cavalry  regiments  give  1,068  effectives. 
Estimating  the  third  regiment  of  cavalry  at  500,  this  will  give  a  total 
eifecti ve  of  7,500  sent  from  your  depfurtment  Each  of  the  two  brigades 
is  reported  to  have  left  one  regiment  in  North  Oarolina. 
I  am,  very  respectfiilly,  your  obedient  servants 

B.  B.  LBB, 

Otmmvi. 


BiOHX OED,  Jfdf  30^  1863. 
Genearal  D.  H.  Hill,  Ptienburg^  Fa. : 

What  force  can  you  spare  to  General  Lee  on  the  basis  of  his  proi>osi- 
tion  to  yout  Was  a  regiment  of  Pettigrew's  and  another  of  Daniel's 
brigade  left  in  your  department  Y  What  became  of  the  force  on  the 
Blfuskwater  which  was  substituted  by  Jenkini^  brigade  Y  Did  it  join 
Pickett's  division  and  was  it  a  brigade  Y 

8.  OOOPBB, 
AiffuUmt  amd  Intpeetar  OeneraL 


Wab  Dxpabtmbkt,  0.  8.  A., 

Biehmmdy  Maig  80, 1863. 
M%}.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  CimmanMng^  Ao.: 

Gerbbal:  I  inclose  you  a  copy  of  a  confidential  letter  just  received 
from  General  Lee.*  Ton  will  perceive  he  anticipates  a  serious  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  enemy  by  a  sudden  inroad  to  possess  themselves  of 
Bidimond,  and  urges  timely  preparation.  This  impression  on  CkmeraZ 
Lee's  part  aocounto  in  a  measure  for  his  orders  for  the  removal  of  troops 

*  See  L#i)  to  Daviiy  p.  10781 
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from  North  GaroliDa,  for  he  had  recommended  a  brigade,  at  least,  to 
be  held  here. 

My  latest  intelligence  from  the  Peninsolais  that  the  force  there  is  not 
very  large  and  is  thought  either  to  be  removing  or  to  be  concentrating 
at  Yorktown.  If  the  design  of  sudden  attack  on  Bichmond  be  really 
contemplated  I  think  it  not  unlikely  that  instead  of  resorting  to  the 
Peninsula  route,  on  which  they  have  hitherto  failed,  a  sudden  advance 
from  Suffolk  by  way  of  Petersburg  may  be  preferred.  It  would  be  well, 
therefore,  that  you  should  keep  yourself  as  well  advised  as  possible  of 
the  movements  of  their  troops  in  that  direction,  and  it  might  be  advis- 
able, quietly  but  effectively,  to  accomplish  such  organization  of  the 
arm-bearing  population  remaining  in  that  city  as  (General  Lee  recom- 
mends here.  I  shall  endeavor  to  carry  out  his  suggestions  in  this  city; 
but  of  course  such  force  can  be  little  relied  on;  and  in  view  of  the  im- 
portance, in  every  point  of  view,  of  defending  this  city,  I  shall  be  com- 
pelled to  have  the  aid  of  one  of  your  brigades.  That  of  Kansom's,  a  part 
of  which  has  already  reached  and  been  detained  here,  had  better  for 
the  present  be  placed  here  or  so  near  as  to  be  in  supporting  distance 
in  case  of  emergency.  I  must  rely  on  you  to  make  such  dispositions  as 
yon  deem  judicious  to  render  any  other  assistance  in  your  power  should 
it  be  needed,  or  at  least  to  give  timely  notice  of  any  hostile  movements 
from  the  south  side.  I  incline  myself  to  think  the  enemy  have  work 
enough  before  them  on  the  Bappahannock  to  demand  ^1  their  ibrces,  and 
that  such  intimations  as  have  reached  General  Lee  are  intended  to  mis- 
lead. Still,  he  is  very  cautious  and  judicious  in  forming  his  conclusions, 
and  his  advice  renders  every  precaution  possible  iucumbent  on  us. 
With  high  esteem,  very  respectfully,  yours, 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seoretaqfof  War. 


Hbaj>quabtebs  District  of  the  Cape  Fbab, 

WUmingUmj  Mofg  30, 1868. 

Maj.  Cton.  D.  H.  Hill,  0<>mmandingj  <fio.,  Petersburg : 

Gbnsbal  :  I  will  try  to  put  a  small  force  at  Magnolia,  though  it 
pinches  me.  It  cannot  be  possible  that  Cooke  is  to  leave  too.  Bao- 
som's  going  is  hard,  but  to  strip  the  whole  line  in  the  face  of  the  large 
force  in  front  of  us  is  giving  up  the  railroad.  I  hope  you  have  repre- 
sented the  condition  of  affairs,  especially  your  discovery  of  the  increase 
of  force  at  New  Berne.  The  Korthem  papers  are  full  of  accounts  of  the 
sending  on  all  the  North  Garolina  troops  to  General  Lee,  and  urging 
Foster  to  attempt  Wilmington,  representing  that  now  is  the  time.  No 
doubt  the  rascally  blockade  runners  carry  information  also.  Becolleet 
that  if  they  diive  Colquitt  from  Kinston  they  will  also  take  Gkildsbor- 
ongh,  destroy  the  bridge  once  more,  as  they  did  before,  and  no  aid  can 
reach  me.  I  can't  look  for  any  from  Beauregard,  who  has  been  depleted 
to  all  he  can  bear.  Please  to  urge  this.  It  seems  to  me  that  one  of  the 
small  brigades  of  the  Virginia  army  might  be  spared.  The  risk  of  strip- 
ping this  whole  line  is  very  great.  I  don't  understand  Pemberton's  ar* 
rangement:  never  did:  but  still  have  great  faith  and  much  hope  in 
Old  Joe.  It  will  be  a  dreadful  disaster  to  us  if  Yicksburg  is  lost. 
Very  truly, 

W.  H.  0.  WmTINO, 

MajoT'OeneraL 

P.  S. — ^The  troops  at  Eanston,  it  seems  to  me,  ought  to,  if  beaten  back, 
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retreat  this  side  the  Nense  to  make  a  junction  with  me.  If  the  bridge 
is  burned  and  they  separated  from  me,  I  could  not,  should  Foster  turn 
his  whole  force  upon  me,  hope  to  save  the  place,  except  by  a  miracle. 
However,  you  will  judge  of  that.    I  have  written  to  the  Secretary. 


Headquabtbbs, 

Hon.  JAICBS  A.  Skddon, 

Sdoretary  of  War^  Kiohmand : 

Sib  :  Though  the  Department  must  be  aware  of  the  general  danger 
to  which  this  line  is  now  exposed  there  are  some  consiaeratious  which 
I  beg  leave  to  urge  without,  I  hope,  impropriety. 

M^jor-General  Hill  informs  me  that  he  captured  a  mail  from  the  en- 
emy by  which  it  appears  that  he  has  in  New  Berne  thirty-one  regiments, 
an  increase  of  nine  over  any  previous  estimates  in  our  possession.  A 
very  moderate  count  will  give  between  12,000  and  15,000  men.  Against 
this  we  have  but  two  small  brigades;  that  is,  if  General  Oooke  is  under 
orders,  and  I  understand  he  is.  The  danger  which  I  anticipate  is  the 
destruction  of  the  railroad  at  Goldsborough,  as  was  done  before.  But 
on  the  previous  occasion  I  was  assisted  by  General  Beauregard  to  such 
an  extent  that  Wilmington  was  comparatively  secure.  Should  this 
recur  I  cannot  expect  anything  from  General  Beauregard,  who  has 
probably  detached  all  he  can  to  the  West.  With  the  bridges  down  be- 
tween here  and  Petersburg  I  could  not  receive  troops  from  above,  and 
Foster  would  be  at  liberty  to  concentrate  his  whole  force  upon  me  by 
land.  He  would  not  need  iron-dads,  for  I  would  not  have  fbrce  enough 
to  man  my  works.  The  whole  subject  of  the  maneuvering  and  of  l£e 
line  of  attack  has  been  pointed  out  and  discussed  in  many  previous 
oommnnieations.  I  am  now  only  pointing  out  the  dangers  tliat  now 
threaten,  in  the  hope  that  you  may  be  able  to  provide  some  re-enforoe- 
ment. 

All  the  Northern  dates  during  this  month  contain  advices  of  the 
stripping  of  this  line  to  re-enforce  General  Lee,  and  urge  Foster  to 
make  the  attempt  on  Wilmington  while  in  its  present  condition  and 
before  the  sickly  season  sets  in.  My  scouts  in  the  front  give  me  the 
same  information. 

In  view  of  the  great  responsibility  which  rests  upon  me  I  have  felt  it 
my  duty  to  advise  you  of  this  state  of  things  and  what  may  possibly 
occur  here. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  in  spite  of  all  my  precautions — ^much  more  strin- 

§enL  as  I  am  told,  than  anywhere  else  in  the  country — ^this  miserable 
locxade  running  by  private  parties  fhmishes  the  enemy  with  idl  the 
information  they  require. 

I  respectfully  urge  the  consideration  of  the  above  and  its  reference 
to  the  President. 

Very  respeotfhlly,  

W.  H.  0.  WHITING, 


Bespeotftdly  referred  to  the  President. 

It  is  feared  serious  hazard  is  run,  but  I  see  no  mode  to  avoid  it. 
Local  organisations,  which  I  will  press,  are  the  only  resources  ai  com- 
mand. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
Seeretar^  of  war. 
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BSOBBTABT  OF  WAB  : 

Is  this  not  the  same  information  which  was  before  yon  when  disooas- 
ing  the  cUstribation  of  troops  with  (General  Hill  when  he  was  last  in  this 
city  t  If  the  evidence  of  force  at  New  Berne,  &c.)  has  not  been  sent  to 
General  Lee.  it  wonld  be  well  to  forward  copies  of  these  letters. 

J.  D. 

Assistant  Sbobbtabt: 

Let  copies  of  these  letters  be  made  ont  and  sent  with  a  letter  to  Oen- 
end  Lee,  stating  that  at  the  saggestion  of  the  President  they  are  sent 
for  his  information  and  that  his  attention  is  respectfolly  invited  to  them. 

J.  A.  B.} 


Pbtbbsbubg,  Mag  dO,  18da. 
General  8.  Ooofbb: 

All  five  of  Pettigrew's  regiments  and  battery  have  gone  to  him.  Four 
regiments,  a  battalioni  and  battory  of  Daniel's  have  been  sent,  leaving 
one  regiment  behind.  I  do  not  know  what  troops  General  Jenkins  re- 
lieved.   I  conld  exchange  Cookers  for  Bansom's  brigade. 

D.  H.  HILL, 
Mqior-OmenL 

BiOHMOND,  Mag  30, 1868. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hnx,  Petenharg^  Va. : 

Let  one  of  the  regiments  come  here  and  retain  the  other  two  at  Pe- 
tersburg. 

8.  OOOPBB, 
A^taiU  amd  Intpeotar  OmmmL 


BUBBAU  OF  OONSOBIPTION,  0.  8.  A^ 

Biekmimdj  Va^  Mag  30^  1368. 
M%|.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill,  (kmmaiMhg^  die. : 

Dbab  Gbnbbal  :  Yon  mnst  have  received  my  letter  in  answer  to 
yonrs  for  snbterra  shells  before  this.  I  have  instructed  lii^or  Gross  in 
the  nse  of  both  snbterra  shells  and  submarine  mortar  shells.  The  lat- 
ter, I  think,  yon  can  get  here  already  cast,  and  from  sad  experience  at 
Charleston  m  accidentally  sinking  one  of  onr  own  vessels,  which  negli- 
gently was  suffered  to  drift  npon  one  of  the  latter  (she  sunk  in  twenty 
seconds),  no  doubt  can  exist  of  their  efficacy ;  and  I  learn  this  morning 
it  was  one  of  the  same  which  sunk  the  enemy  in  Yaeoo  Biver. 

I  wrote  a  book  with  drawings,  &c.,  and  gave  it  to  the  President.  It 
caused  him  to  enter  with  zest  into  the  schemes,  and  behold  I  And  my- 
self ousted  from  my  position  as  superintendent  of  Bureau  of  Conscrip- 
tion and  ordered  to  Yicksburg.  I  protested,  knowing  General  John- 
ston's opinion,  but  it  was  no  go,  and  he  ordered  the  Secretary  of  War 

to  write  the  following : 

Was  I>epab!IMXHT,  C.  8.  A^ 
Bidmamd,  Va.,  Mmf  2771863. 
Genenl  Jofisra  E.  Johhstoh,  (kmrnamding : 

GnnBAL :  Britt.  Gen.  G.  J.  Bains  hayinff  been  detailed  for  dntyinoonneetlon  with 
toipedoes  and  •nDtem  ahfiUa,  has  been  orleiel  to  report  to  yon.    The  Prwldaiit  bai 
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oonfirlenoe  in  bin  inveutious,  mad  in  dcftiroiis  thttt  thej  ahould  be  employed  botb  on 
land  and  river,  if  opportoniiy  offers,  at  Vickeborg  and  its  yicinity.  Bboold  oommn- 
nioation  allow,  yon  are  desired  to  send  bim  tbere ;  but  if  otberwiac,  to  employ  bim  in 
his  deTices  against  tbe  enemy  wbere  most  assailable  in  tbat  way  elsewbere.  AM 
poflsible  fiMsilities  and  aid  in  the  snpply  of  men  and  material  ibr  tbe  fidr  trial  of  bis 
torpedoes  and  sbells  are  requested  on  vonr  part  Snob  means  of  offense  against  tbe 
enemy  are  approved  and  reeogniced  oy  tbe  Department  as  legitimate  weapons  of 


Witb  bigb  esteem,  very  tmly,  yoiiz% 

J.  A.  8EDDON, 

AdieiL  my  dear  generaL 

O.  J.  BAINS. 

P.  8.— A  requisition  upon  Lieot.  OoL  Gtoorge  W.  Bains,  at  Aagasta^ 
Ga.,  will  get  whatever  sensitive  priming-tab^  jou  want.  I  went  there 
and  instructed  in  their  make,  and  they  have  been  ftimlshed  Mobile, 
Savannidi,  Charleston,  &c,  by  the  thoasand. 


BiOHXONi),  Moff  31, 1863. 
General  B.  E,  Lex, 

Oimmamding^  dbe,j  near  FrederieMurgj  Va. : 

Oensbal  :  Tours  of  tbe  30th  wals  delivered  to  me  last  night.  Before 
it  waa  received  General  Cooper  bad  sent  a  dispatch  to  General  D.  EL 
Hill,  which  opened  the  correspondence  of  which  you  will  find  copies* 
inclosed. 

I  had  never  fairly  comprehended  your  views  and  purposes  until  die 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday,  and  now  have  to  regret  that  I  did  not 
earlier  know  all  that  you  bad  communicated  to  others.  I  could  hardly 
have  misunderstood  you.  and  need  not  say  would  have  been  glad  to 
second  your  wishes,  confiding,  as  I  always  do,  as  well  in  your  judgment 
as  in  your  information. 

The  reports  in  relation  to  the  enemy  at  West  Point  are  not,  I  fear, 
quite  reliable ;  but  in  the  uncertainty  of  the  case  it  had  mjieared  to  me 
tiiat  it  might  be  well  to  bring  up  a  brigade  of  General  HiU's  ferce  and 
place  it  on  the  soutjii  side  of  tfames  Biver  sufficiently  near  to  the  pontoon 
bridge  to  be  used  in  any  operations  which  a  movement  of  the  enemy  on 
t^e  north  side  might  require.  The  recommendation  of  General  Hill  in 
relation  to  Bansom's  brigade,  though  not  quite  the  same,  may  answer 
the  purpose,  and  I  have  confidence  in  the  cordiality  and  alacrity  with 
which  Bansom  would  meet  such  requirement.  General  Hill  having 
mentioned  Cooke's  brigade  as  one  which  he  is  disxK>sed  to  exchange,  it 
seemed  best  to  order  it  up  and  rely  upon  his  supplying  its  place,  at 
least  partially,  by  the  organization  of  the  various  ^ards  and  tlie  bat- 
tsJion  at  Salisoury,  which  he  had  asked  for  authonty  to  embody  in  his 
army.  To  complete  Heth's  division  without  creating  complaint  on  the 
part  of  North  Carolinians  it  seemed  to  me  desirable  that  there  should 
be  but  one  North  Carolina  brigade  in  it.  To  observe  tbat  condition  we 
had  to  choose  between  Jenkins'  South  Carolina  brigade  and  Davis',  of 
Mississippi;  as  Jenkins  had  been  commanding  on  tiie  Black  water  and 
was  supposed  to  be  acquainted  with  the  country,  and  Davis  was  tem- 
porarily absent,  it  was  thought  for  that  and  minor  reasons  better  to 
detach  Davis'  brigade.  If  General  EQll's  force  should  prove  inade- 
quate as  the  season  advances  we  should  be  able  to  draw  fhrther  from 
Uie  troops  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Sir.  Seddon,  however, 
thinks  nothing  more  is  to  be  obtained  there.  Tou  will  perceive  t^t 
no  destination  is  given  by  the  A^jutant-Gtoneral  to  the  brigades  drawn 

"  'Hot 
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from  General  Hill.    Please  send  yonr  orders  to  this  place,  so  that  tbe 
troops  may  be  moved  in  conformity  to  your  wishes. 

By  the  proposed  arrangement  yon  will  have  lost,  without  receiving 
anything  in  exchange,  the  brigade  of  Evaus',  as,  being  able  to  get  no 
trace  of  the  troops  for  which  Jenkins'  brigade  was  reported  to  have 
been  exchanged,  I  can  only  wouder  as  to  what  constituted  the  command 
on  the  Blackwater  before  the  troops  from  Western  Virginia  went  there. 
From  the  account  which  General  Hill  gave  of  a  part  of  his  cavalry,  I  do 
not  think  you  would  be  benefited  by  receiving  that  whfch  he  proposes 
to  send  yon.  He  asked  for  and  received  conditional  authority  to  dis- 
mount a  portion  of  that  force. 

I  note  yonr  request  to  be  relieved  of  the  command  of  the  troops  be- 
tween the  James  River  and  the  Cape  Fear.  This  is  one  of  the  few  in- 
stances in  which  I  have  found  my  thoughts  running  in  the  opposite 
direction  from  your  own.  It  has  several  times  occurred  to  me  that  it 
would  be  better  for  you  to  control  all  the  operations  of  the  Atlantic 
slope,  and  I  must  ask  you  to  reconsider  the  matter.  I  wish  I  knew  how 
to  relieve  you  from  all  anxiety  concerning  movements  on  the  York  or 
James  Biver  against  Bichmond  while  you  are  moving  toward  the  north 
and  west;  but  even  if  you  could  spiure  troops  for  the  purpose,  on  whom 
could  you  devolve  the  command  with  that  feeling  of  security  which* 
would  be  necessary  for  the  full  execution  of  your  designs  t  I  readily 
perceive  the  disadvantage  of  standing  still,  and  sorely  regret  that  I  can- 
not give  yon  the  means  which  would  make  it  quite  safe  to  attempt  all 
that  we  desire.  That  any  advantage  should  have  been  lost  by  deLay  is 
sad  enough  where  the  contest  at  best  was  so  very  unequal  as  to  give  little 
room  for  the  exercise  of  what  General  Charles  Lee  called  ''that  rascally 
virtue,"  prudence.  I  do  not  know  what  success  we  shall  have  in  organi- 
zations for  local  defense,  but  should  it  be  all  that  I  can  hope  you  know 
how  fiur  our  army  will  still  &11  short  of  the  numerical  strengtli  of  tiie 
enemy,  Missouri,  Kentucky,  the  most  populous  portions  of  Tennessee 
and  Louisiana,  are  contributing  nqthing  to  recruit  our  army.  If  General 
Kirby  Smith  should  have  success  on  the  west  side  of  the  river  he  wUl 
soon  have  a  large  force  by  volunteers  from  Missouri  and  Southern  Louis- 
iana. General  Johnston  did  not,  as  you  thought  advisable,  attack  Grant 
promptly,  and  I  fear  the  result  is  that  which  you  anticipated  if  time  was 
given.  The  last  intelligence  indicates  that  Grant^s  army  is  concen- 
trating on  the  Tazoo,  where  he  connects  with  his  gunboats  and  river 
transportation  and  threatens  the  line  of  communication  between  Jack- 
son and  Yicksburg.  The  position,  naturally  strong^  may  soon  be  in- 
trenched, and,  with  the  heavy  guns  which  he  can  bnng  by  water,  will 
require  to  be  reduced  by  some  other  means  than  a  dir^  atta^.  It  is 
useless  to  look  back,  and  it  would  be  unkind  to  annoy  you  in  the  nudst 
of  yonr  many  cares  with  the  reflections  which  I  have  not  been  able  to 
avoid.  All  the  accounts  we  have  of  Pemberton's  conduct  fully  sustain 
the  good  opinion  heretofore  entertained  of  him,  and  I  hope  has  aeciued 
for  him  that  confidence  of  his  troops  which  is  so  essentisd  to  success. 
Very  respectfully,  and  truly,  your  friend, 

JEFFEBSOK  DAYIS. 


Bichmond,  Maig  31, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  Hill, 

Comdg,  Department  of  North  Carolina^  Petersburg^  Va,: 

General:  I  have  received  your  dispatch  and  letter  both,  dated  dOth 
instant.  It  has  been  determined  that  Major-General  Bansom  be  put  in 
eommand  of  the  district  of  your  department  which  includes  the  Appo- 
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mattoz  and  Blackwater,  and  that  his  force  consists  of  his  former  bri- 
fi^ade  and  Jenkins'  brigade;  Davis'  and  Cooke's  brigades  to  be  detached 
from  yonr  department  and  directed  to  report  to  (General  Lee.  This 
arrangement  will  take  place  with  least  practicable  delay,  and  yon  will 
give  the  necessary  orders.  The  two  regiments  of  Bansom's  old  brigade 
now  here  will  be  directed  to  report  to  yon  at  Petersburg  for  yonr  in- 
structions. It  is  believed  and  hoped  that,  as  this  arrangement  will 
leave  you  five  brigades  and  three  regiments  of  cavalry  and  sach  addi- 
tional force  as  you  will  be  able  to  get  from  the  bridge  and  provost- 
marshal  guards  and  the  guard  of  prisoners  at  Salisbury,  yonr  force 
will  be  equal  to  the  wants  of  the  service  in  your  department.  Should 
the  enemy  move  up  from  South  Oarolina  you  can  in  that  event  be  le- 
enforced  from  that  quarter. 
Very  respectnilly,  fto., 

S.  COOPER, 
Adjukmt  amd  Impeetar  Otm&raL 


En? BTON,  ifoy  31, 1863. 
General  D.  H.  Hill,  Own^mamding: 

Oensbal  :  There  is  nothing  of  special  interest  to  communicate.  My 
time  since  my  arrival  has  been  spent  upon  the  roads,  and  I  hope  to  be 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  country  soon. 

The  line  of  defense  along  the  Southwest  is  too  long  as  a  fighting  line 
for  this  small  force.  Begiments  scattered  at  the  different  crossings 
could  not  be  readily  concentrated.  On  the  ISense  and  IXwer  roads  we 
could  resist  successfully  the  enemy's  advance,  but  men  could  not  be 
spared  for  the  other  roads.  If  the  enemy  should  advance  upon  either 
of  the  other  roads — ^that  is,  the  Upper  Trent  and  Wilmington— do  you 
not  think  it  would  be  hazarding  too  much  if  we  should  cross  over  to 
assail  him  in  rear  without  having  a  force  sufficient  to  check  him  in 
front  t  If  we  should  whip  him  it  would  of  course  cure  any  imperfections 
in  the  plan ;  but  if  in  the  chances  of  war  it  should  be  otherwise  the 
result  might  be  disastrous.  Whatever  your  skill  and  experience  may 
suggest  as  the  best  course  I  shall  endeavor  to  execute  with  all  my 
power,  and  I  trust  you  will  give  me  your  views  in  full  and  spedflcaUy. 

The  new  bridge  will  be  completed  in  a  day  or  two.  Details  are  at 
work  on  the  batteries  and  rifle-pits.  Other  details  will  be  made  to  cut 
the  roads  and  fell  the  timber  as  soon  as  the  engineer  is  ready  for  them. 
When  the  work  is  done  I  think  the  town  can  be  held  against  a  much 
superior  force.  From  the  most  reliable  information  that  I  have  received 
I  think  that  the  force  in  New  Berne  does  not  exceed  7,000  or  8,000 
effective  men.  None  of  the  regiments  there  have  yet  gone  out  of  serv- 
ice. Miyor  Whitford  has  sent  In  10  Yankees  captured  and  3  deserters. 
As  he  desired  to  see  you  on  business  I  have  consented  that  he  conduct 
them  to  you. 

If  nothing  more  important  demands  my  attention  I  shall  keep  enter- 
prises on  foot  to  destroy  the  railroad  bridge  or  damage  the  road  between 
New  Berne  and  Morehead  City,  and  other  things  that  may  be  harass- 
ing and  troublesome. 

For  the  sake  of  the  country  and  for  my  own  character  I  trust  that 
no  disaster  or  unpleasant  circumstance  will  occur  in  this  hitherto  unfor- 
tunate section  while  the  responsibility  rests  upon  my  shoulders.    Yor 
may  rest  assured  that  I  will  exert  myself  to  prevent  it. 
Very  truly,  yonr  obedient  servant, 

A.  H.  COLQUITT, 
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Mi^.  Qramjm  Dates,  Auittant  Adjvtant-Qeneral  i 

Majob:  I  have  the  honor  to  report  everj-thing  qaiet  There  are  in- 
diestioDfl  that  the  enemy  contemplate  withdrawiDn  ttota  Snffolk.  It  is 
report«d  that  they  are  fortifying  a  line  with  the  left  on  Deep  Creek, 
aome  6  or  7  mUee  ^iB  side  of  Fortsmonth,  and  have  been  remoTiDg  tbeir 
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heavy  guns.  &c,  from  Suffolk  to  that  point.    Also  that  uhey  are  sending 
away  valoableBy  &c 

The  scoats  report  that  a  brigade  was  sent  away  in  transports  some 
five  days  ago.    The  Yankee  soldiers  thought  they  were  going  to  join 
Hooker. 
I  hope  to  obtain  more  definite  information  in  a  few  days. 
I  am,  mi^or,  with  great  respect,  yonr  obedient  servant. 

M.  JSKKmS, 
Briffodier-Omeralj  Ocmmamding. 


HBADQI7ABTBB8  MABTDV^  BBIGADB, 

Oreenvillej  June  1, 18d3. 
Mi^.  Aboheb  Andebson, 

Assistant  Adjutant-Generalj  Petersburg j  Fa. : 

Majob  :  Colonel  Martin  writes  to  me  that  he  has  received  informa- 
tion from  a  gentleman  jost  arrived  from  Edenton^  N.  0.,  that  a  cavalry 
expedition  is  being  fitted  out  at  that  place,  destination  unknown,  and 
that  all  communication  from  there  to  Plymouth  has  been  cut  off.    His 
informant  is  a  trustworthy  man. 
Golonel  Martin  further  reports  the  enemy  still  fortifying  at  Plymouth* 
General  Wessells'  full  brigade  there,  supposed  to  be  2,500  men. 
I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  O.  MABTIN, 
Brigadier-  GeneroL 

Gbbbnvillb,  N.  0.,  Jume  1, 186S. 
Mig.  Oen.  D.  H.  Hill,  Petersburg^  Va. : 

Gbnebal  :  Since  writing  to  you  this  morning  I  have  heard  through 
a  person  employed  to  collect  information  from  the  people  on  this  river 
the  following : 

On  Friday  last  one  steamer  loaded  with  troops  came  up  the  river  to 
Washington;  on  Saturday  two,  also  with  troops;  one  of  these  was 
Foster's  boat.  During  the  nights  of  Friday  and  Saturday  several  boats 
went  down  the  river;  no  troops  seen.  The  general  impression  made  on 
the  people  on  the  river  was  that  they  were  changing  troops.  Some  of 
them,  however,  thought  the  enemy  was  re-enforcing  preparatory  to  a 
raid.  He  has  been  very  strict  for  several  days  in  not  allowing  any 
communication  with  Washington. 

I  am  mdined  to  the  opinion  that  he  is  organizing  a  formidable  fi>roe 
at  Edenton  with  a  view  to  Weldon,  from  Colerain  or  Winton,  on  the 
Chowan.  The  Colerain  route  to  Weldon  has  always  been  considered 
by  our  people  the  most  dangerous  one  to  us  the  enemy  could  take  to 
approach  Weldon. 

I  have  yet  heard  nothing  of  the  movement  of  Moore^s  battery  or  Neth- 
ercutt's  battalion.    Have  they  been  ordered  to  Bertie  t 

I  think  the  best  disposition  to  make  of  Colonel  Griffin  would  be  to 
place  him  in  command  of  all  the  troops  beyond  the  Boanoke.  Could 
the  company  of  his  regiment  now  at  Franklin  be  sent  to  him  in  Bertie 
or  Hertford  t 

Please  let  me  know  if  you  intended  that  I  should  act  on  the  applica- 
tions for  leave  of  officers.  I  supposed  so,  firom  several  being  returned 
to  me  without  indorsement. 

I  understand  General  Ransom  has  left  the  State. 

Did  you  intend  by  your  letters  to  me  that  I  should  assume  command 
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of  all  oatside  the  District  of  Gape  Fear,  or  will  you  give  ao  oidar  to 
that  effect  f  In  either  case  please  designate  the  plaoe  yoa  prefer  Hot 
headqnarters. 
I  have  heard  nothing  from  General  Bansom  since  yoa  left 
Commonicate  with  me  by  mail  at  Tarborongh,  where  a  line  of  conrien 
meets  the  mail.  By  telegraph  I  shonld  hear  sooner  firom  Gkddsboroogli, 
nnless  it  is  jast  in  time  at  Booky  Mount  for  the  Tarboitmgh  tnun,  at  7 
o'clock  in  the  evening. 

1  am,  general,  yonrs,  with  reepeet,  

J.  O.  MABTDT, 
Brigadier-OeiermL 

HXADQUABTBBS  ASXY  OF  NOBTHBBN  YlRQIRIA, 

June  2, 18d3. 
His  Excellency  Jeffebson  Davis, 

President  of  the  CanfedertUe  StateSy  Biehmondy  Va, : 

Mr.  Pbbsidsnt  :  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  yesterday  your 
letter  of  the  3l8t  ultimo. 

I  am  well  aware  of  the  difficulties  pressing  upon  all  parts  of  the  coun- 
try and  of  your  great  anxiety  to  relieve  them.  The  question  which 
seems  always  to  be  presented  is  a  wise  choice  of  difficulties. 

I  think  Cooke's  brigade  had  better  be  halted  on  the  Ghickahominy 
for  the  present,  and  Davis'  brigade  sent  forward  to  this  place  to  com- 
plete Hoth's  division.  I  regret  to  lose  Bansom  and  Jenkins,  both  good 
and  tried  officers,  with  veteran  troops.  As  well  as  I  now  recollect,  Pe^ 
tigrew's  brigade  was  on  the  line  of  the  Blackwattf  when  the  Foments 
bom  the  West  were  brigaded  there  under  Pryor. 

Upon  the  an  ival  of  General  Longstreet  he  made  some  changes,  de- 
toching  Jenkins,  in  whom  he  had  contldence,  from  Pickett's  division,  in 
irder  to  place  him  in  command.  The  Western  brigade  was  placed  sub- 
lequently  under  General  Colston,  and  afterward  the  brigade  was  broken 
ftp  and  the  regiments  sent  back  to  Generals  Jones  and  Marshall. 

I  do  not  know  the  condition  of  the  cavalry  proposed  by  Gtoeial 
Bill  to  be  sent  to  this  army.  He  offered  a  regiment  and  I  accepted  it, 
but  if  it  is  of  the  character  described  by  you  it  had  better  be  retained. 
[  understand  there  is  a  good  regiment  on  the  Blackwater  an  regards 
nen  and  horses,  but  it  is  at  present  in  an  unfortunate  condition  on  ac- 
rount  of  a  difficulty  between  the  colonel  and  officers.  If  that  could  be 
reconciled  they  would  be  very  serviceable. 

I  think  it  would  be  better  if  General  Bobertson  were  in  command  of 
the  cavalry  within  the  State,  as  he  is  a  good  organiser  and  instractor, 
but  General  Hill  does  not  appear  to  require  him.  I  would  then  brisade 
the  North  Carolina  regiments  in  this  army,  under  Colonel  Baker,  mm 
that  State,  who  is  said  to  be  a  good  officer. 

I  requested  to  be  relieved  from  command  of  the  troops  between  the 
James  and  the  Cape  Fear  Bivers  because  I  did  not  see  that  I  ooold 
advantageously  exercise  it,  but,  on  the  contrary,  to  continue  in  it  might 
be  productive  of  harm.  I  could  only  exercise  it  beneficially  by  relying 
upon  the  judgment  of  General  D.  H.  Hill,  who  declined  to  act  upon  dis- 
cretionary orders,  and  I  thought  it  best  for  the  service  to  leave  him  to 
his  own  discretion.  The  only  object  of  command,  in  my  opinion,  is  the 
benefit  of  the  service. 

I  hope  the  forces  we  can  plaoe  near  Bichmond  will  be  able  to  secure 
it  against  attack  from  the  York  or  James  Biver.  The  local  troops  of  the 
city  should  be  organised  promptly  and  be  kept  in  readiness  for  service 
at  any  moment.    With  Cooke  and  Wise  advanced,  the  one  to  the  north 
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and  the  other  to  the  east>  under  Bliey,  we  will  have  a  snffloient  oat* 
guard,  and  for  the  present  I  will  leave  Pickett  and  Pettigiew  at  the 
Junction.  If  I  am  able  to  move  I  propose  todo  so  cautiouftly,  watching 
theresnlt,  and  not  to  get  bevond  recall  until  I  find  itsafe. 

If  a  brigade  of  cavalry  under  a  good  oflBoer  could  be  placed  north  and 
east  of  the  dty  to  repress  the  marauding  expeditions  of  the  enemy  and 
prevent  reconnaissance  I  should  feel  it  was  safe.  In  case  of  emer 
gency  I  think  General  Hill's  troops  could  be  brought  up  from  North 
Carolina  and  be  replaced  there  by  some  from  General  Beauregard. 

I  still  hope  that  Gtoneral  Johnston  will  be  able  to  demolish  Grant,  and 
that  our  command  of  the  Mississippi  may  be  preserved.  The  enemy  may 
be  drawing  to  the  Yacoo  for  tbe  purpose  of  reaching  tiheir  transports  and 
retiring  from  the  contest,  whi<di  I  hope  is  the  case.  Genend  Eirby 
Smith  ought,  if  possible,  to  collect  a  sufficient  force  and  occupy  Helena 
or  some  better  point  on  the  west  bank  of  the  river. 

Asikras  I  can  ascertain  the  enemy  seems  to  be  quiet  in  Western  Vir- 

finia  and  the  troops  of  General  Sam.  Jones  are  idle.    Thej  could  also  be 
rought  to  Bichmond  or  to  Bastera  Virginia  if  occasion  require  it. 
I  am,  with  great  respect^  your  obedient  servant, 

B.  B.  LBB, 


Gbeehvillb,  N.  0.,  IWtday,  J$me  2, 1863— a.  m. 
M%|or-General  Hnx,  Petenbwrg : 

OSHBBAL:  I  received  this  morning  yours  of  the  31st  OolonelGriiBn 
is  now  in  Bertie  looking  after  his  picket  poets.  I  will  send  for  him  at 
once  and  hope  to  have  him  ready  to  march  promptly.  Please  recollect 
that  this  will  leave  me  entirely  without  cavalry. 

ISTo  negro  laborers  have  yet  reported.  A  company  of  the  Seventeenth 
is  still  out  for  deserters.  Would  it  not  be  better  to  return  Oaptain 
MaeBae  to  the  camp  of  instruction,  to  be  used  for  this  purpose,  and  the 
company  of  the  Seventeenth  take  his  place  at  Weldon  f 

There  have  been  a  good  many  desertions  from  the  Forty-second. 
The  deserters  of  that  regiment  to  be  shot  are  here.  Shall  I  send  to 
Bichmond  to  the  penitentiary  the  men  so  sentenced  or  to  Fort  Oaswellt 
I  think  I  could  manage  the  Conscript  Bureau,  but  I  did  not  report  my- 
sdf  incapable  of  field  service.  I  can  and  am  willing  to  stand  the  in- 
creased suffering  if  it  is  necessary  and  whenever  necessary. 
Very  truly,  yours, 

J.  G.  ICABTIN, 
Brigadier-OmeroL 

Gbxbnyillb,  June  2, 1863. 
Mi^.  Gen.  D.  H.  Hill, 

(kmdg.  Depi.  of  Virginia  and  N.  OarMnay  Fetersburgj  Va. : 
GEinB&AL:  Your  letter  of  the  29th  of  May  came  here  to-day  by  the 
maU  about  2  o^dock.    I  have  persons  employed  trying  to  get  informa- 
tion of  the  enemy's  force  and  movements  in  and  about  Washington  and 
Plymouth.    As  yet  no  decided  success  has  resulted. 

The  horses  taken  by  Griffin  and  Claiborne  were  ordered  to  be  returned 
some  days  since.  I  have  not  heard  how  many,  if  any,  they  now  have. 
I  think,  however,  I  can  make  the  arrangement  yi»u  suggest  about  using 
inflEmtry  as  couriers,  &c,  in  place  of  Griffin's  men. 
Oolonel  Griffin  hais  been  spoken  to  once  about  answering  your  letter; 
B  s— yoL  xvm 
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he  said  he  had  inepaiied  an  answer  which  he  would  eoon  send,  bat  ir 
has  not  oome  in.    I  wrote  yon  this  morning  that  he  was  now  in  Btttie. 

Yon  said  nothing  abont  Mooters  battery.  What  Is  to  be  done  with 
Griffin's  artillery  company  t  It  seems  to  me  a  dead  waete  of  hones  to 
pnt  an  artillery  company  in  one  of  oar  regiments  of  cavaliy. 

Reports  in  town  to-day  th>m  the  connl^  people  on  the  other  side  of 
the  river  that  the  enemy  is  redndng  his  ibroe  in  Washington.  Ko  Ihet 
mentioned  showing  this  to  be  the  case. 

One  of  the  men  sent  toward  Plymonth  reported  to  Colonel  Martin  to- 
day that  only  three  regiments  remain  in  and  near  Plymouth — ^Bigfaty- 
eighth  Pennsylvania  and  Ninty-sixth  and  One  hundred  and  third  Bew 
York.  The  Kinty-sixth  is  at  Warren's  Neck,  still  intrenching  there,  and 
also  immediately  around  the  town.  It  may  be  necessary  for  me  to  keep 
one  company  of  Griffin's  regiment  for  some  days,  whilst  I  am  making  tiie 
arrangement  for  the  inflnn^  to  take  their  places  as  cavaJry  or  ooorien. 

I  have  sent  {parties  ont  on  theOhowan  totry  to  flndont  sometiungof 
what  is  going  on  tiiere.    Will  keep  yon  informed  of  eveiytliing  I  hear. 
I  am,  general,  very  traly,  years, 

J.  G.  MABTIF, 
BfigaOier-emiermL 

The  enemy  is  evidently  increasing  his  intrenchments  at  Washington 
as  well  as  Plymonth.    linfisr  from  this  he  intends  torednce  his  ibroe. 


Wab  Dxpabxmxnt,  O.  S.  A^ 

Bidimondj  Jihm  2, 1S63. 
General  B.  B.  Lrb,  Near  Frederieksburg : 

Beliable  intelligence  informs  that  the  enemy  have  evaeoated  West 
Point,  and  probaoly  to  a  great  extent  Yorktown  and  Gloacester  Point, 
and  are  marching  in  a  column  of  2,000  or  3,000  men  on  botih  sides  of 
the  Piankatank  northwests  This  may  be  meant  to  cover  some  move- 
ment of  Hooker  to  the  Lower  BappahannocAL  and  aeross  or  up  the 
Piankatank.  or  it  may  be  a  mere  diversion,  xou  can  best  Jodge.  I 
telegraph  tne  above  to  the  commander  at  Hanover  Janction  fox  his 
information. 

J.  A.  sbddob; 

HXADQI7ABTXB8  DlVmOH, 

Ta/jflwrmMe^  Jwne  2, 1863. 

Maj.  Gen.  Abnold  Blzet,  (kmrnumdim^j  dke^  Riehmnmd  : 

Gbnbral  :  I  received  last  night  about  12  o'clock  a  telegram  addressed 
to  the  commanding  officer  at  Hanover  Junction  and  from  the  Secretaiy 
of  War,  to  the  effect  that  a  strong  cavalry  force  of  the  enemy  was  re- 
ported upon  reliable  authority  advancing  up  King  and  Queen  Goonty, 
and  to  guard  the  railroad  bridges  over  the  Mattapony.  This  being 
more  in  General  Pettigrew's  line,  and  he  being  under  your  command,  at 
least  so  considered  by  me,  I  immediately  sent  a  stim  officer  to  com- 
municate with  him.  He  placed  little  or  no  credence  in  the  report;  said 
that  he  had  a  cavalry  scout  already  out  in  the  direction  indicated;  that 
all  the  railroad  bridges  are  guarded.  He  did  not  seem  to  know,  however, 
anything  regarding  MilA)rd  Depot.  I  attempted  to  telegraph  Milford  to 
ascertain  what,  if  any,  force  was  there,  but  faUed.  I  a<lvised  him  to 
send  to  Hanover  Court- House  a  guard,  but  he  replied  be  had  no  foroe 
to  spare.    I  therefore,  considering  it  important,  started  one  of  Arm 
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1'8  radmeDts  fbr  that  point  at  4  a.  m.  this  momiiig.    I  soppoflei 

however.  General  P.  has  oommnnioated  the  steps  he  may  have  taken. 

Ireoeived  a  telegram  yesterday  firom  General  Lee  to  send  8  wagons 
andagoaidtoNewtonforbaoon*  Iknow(rfnosneh  place.  Telegraphed 
inime£ately  to  find  ont  what  place  was  meant.  As  nsoal  from  those 
headquarters,  received  no  reply.  There  is  a  place  called  Newtown  in 
King  and  Qneen  Ooonty ;  that  may  be  the  one  intended.  I  detailed  the 
gnanl,  bnt  have  not  ordered  the  train  off  on  account  of  the  news  of  the 
oavalry  raid.  Please  oommnnicate  with  the  Secretary  of  War  in  regard 
to  these  matters,  letting  him  know  what  steps  I  have  taken,  and  tele- 
graph me  at  once  shonld  anything  have  been  developed. 

I  send  this  by  my  aide^e-camp,  Oaptahi  Baird,  who  will  go  in  <hi 
horseback,  neither  myself  nor  staff  being  allowed  to  travel  on  the  Fred- 
ericksbnrg  cars  without  an  order  firom  (^eial  Lee.  This  circumstance 
and  its  great  detriment  to  the  fiunlities  of  expediting  mOitary  move- 
ments of  importance  I  have  reported  three  times  to  G^eral  Lee's  head- 
quarters (first  communication  two  weeks  since),  but  cannot  obtain  even 
tiie  scratch  of  a  pen  in  ro|^.  It  would  be  well,  general^  to  mention  this 
&ct  to  the  Seoretaiy  of  War,  asking  for  some  authority  for  yon  and 
myself  to  communicate  directly  urith  each  other  and  by  this  train.  I 
sent  my  assistant  adjutant-general  down  by  the  Fredodcksburg  train 
the  other  day  on  dn^  and  he  was  summarily  ^ected  at  Ashlan£ 

Gaptain  Baird  has  Just  returned  firom  a  scout  to  the  BappuJiannock 
and  can  probably  give  you  some  information  concerning  that  portion  of 
the  country.  I  am  under  orders  to  be  ready  to  move  at  a  mementos 
notice  with  three  days'  rations ;  no  route  indicated. 

If  there  is  nothing  to  prevent  it,  and  you  think  it  not  ii\jndicious,  I 
will  come  in  on  the  Oentad  train  and  meet  yon  at  your  of&ce  this  even- 
ing about  6.30. 

I  am,  generaL  very  respectfhlly ,  your  obedient  servant, 

GBO.  E.  PIOEBTT, 

Wab  Dbpabtmbnt,  June  2, 1868. 

This  paper  was  forwarded  by  General  Pickett  through  me  to  General 
BlBey,  who  requested  me  to  lay  it  before  the  honorable  Secretary  of 
War,  as  he  was  unable  from  sickness  to  see  him  personally. 
Bespectfolly  submitted, 

B.  B.  BAIBI), 

Aide-de^Oamp. 

For  conference  with  General  Ela^  Sd  June,  1863. 

J.  A.  &, 


SorTH  Ahna  BBmeB,  Jume  3, 1868. 
[Hon.  JiJCBS  A.  Skddoh:] 

The  enemy  encamped  last  night  at  Norman's  Ferry,  on  the  Pamunkey, 
and  are  now  advancing,  I  think,  to  South  Anna  Bridge.  Until  farther 
developments  I  shall  keep  one  regiment  and  one  gun  at  North  Anna; 
the  balance  I  have  concentrated  here.  I  am  glad  yon  are  sending  more 
men.  One  more  regiment  will  be  enough.  Beports  vary  as  to  their 
strength  from  3,000  to  10,000.  My  position  at  South  Anna  is  strong, 
and  imless  the  enemy  turn  me  C  have  no  ftar.    I  will  do  my  best 

B.  D.  HALL, 

OMONdL  OtHMIMMdllM. 
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PannuDnmay  Yju,  Jme  8,  IMS. 
Hon.  JiJCBS  A.  SkddoNi 

BeoreUury  of  Wior,  0.  8.  A* : 

I  hope  that  I  will  not  be  regarded  as  introdve  fxx  again  urging  that 
Banaom  bo  sent  to  NorUi  Oaax>]]na. 

The  political  reasons  are  still  stronger  than  the  military.  I  am  sat- 
isfied tiiat  if  the  Yankees  get  on  the  railroad  there  will  be  an  amount  of 
toryism  develoi>ed  not  now  dreamed  of.  Mr.  Warren,  of  Beaofort,  one 
of  &e  Gk>vemor's  ooondl,  said  in  aspeech  in  the  Legislature  that  if  the 
enemy  got  possession  of  the  railroad  it  wonld  be  time  for  North  Caro- 
lina to  decide  to  whom  her  all^gianoe  was  dne,  the  United  States  or  Gon- 
federate  States  Government.  Holden  and  his  followers  are  ready  to  go 
to  GoldsboroQgh  to  meet  the  Yankees  and  welocmie  them  to  the  State. 

The  Forty-second  and  Seventeenth  North  Carolina  laments  are 
large  and  strong,  and  I  woold  be  willing  to  give  np  either  of  them  to 
seoore  Bansom,  and  I  presume  either  has  as  many  men  as  his  brigade. 

Very  respeotfhUy,  

D.  EL  HILL, 
Mtfor-OmmroL 


Hbabquabtxbs  Fobobs  Local  Dhrbnab, 
TMrd  lAne  ofIkftmM%^  Darhiftown  Boody  Jnim  8,  IMS. 

lf%|.  T.  O.  CHBBTineT. 

Aui&kmi  Adjutdnt-Omiietvli^  Se.j  BUhmaiuly  Fa.  .• 

Major  :  I  have  the  honor  to  report  that  in  obedience  to  instruotkms 
the  forces  for  local  defense  are  distributed  on  the  Charles  City,  Darl^- 
town,  and  New  Market  roads,  vi£,  about  600  on  the  former  under  lieu- 
tenant-Colonel Brown ;  about  600  on  the  second,  under  Mi^or  Waller: 
about  350  on  the  third,  under  Lieutenant  Minor  (NavyJ.  One  thonsana 
of  the  militia  were  reported  on  the  way  last  night,  and  were  directed  to 
be  posted  on  the  Y aiina  road. 

Eve^tliing  quiet  here, 
very  respectfhlly, 

O.  W.  C.  LBB, 

P.  S. — ^I  omitted  to  mention  that  there  is  one  boat  howitmr  on  the 
New  Market  road  and  none  on  the  other  two  roads  of  which  I  have 
charge.  If  there  is  danger  of  attack  on  these  roads  artillery  is  pccea- 
saiy. 

Wab  Depabtmbmt,  C.  S.  A^ 

Bkikmandj  Jwne  3,1868. 
General  B.  B.  Lbb: 

Information  ftQly  confirmed  as  to  the  evacuation  of  West  Point  and 
movement  of  column  of  4,000  or  5.000  of  the  enemy,  flanked  by  a  dr- 
clhig  cavalry  detachment,  probably  as  scouts,  on  tibe  north  and  west 
side,  to  the  Bappahannodk,  in  Bssex,  near  Tappahannock. 

J.  A.  SBDDON, 
000ivfafjf  <^  ir  ar. 


^PPEDSTDIX. 


BiDbnKxIiif  doonments  raoelTod  too  lata  ibr  inaertloii  In  propar  — qnanoa. 


1729^0K'  OORRB:SPOI<ri>SlITOSI,  SOX?. 

qf  troops  in  ike  IkpartmmU  of  Virginia^  8ovmUh  Armf 
Corps,  commanded  fty  Ifof.  Cfen.  John  A.  jDix,  January  31, 1803. 


CSoflip  HmmOlom,  Vtu 

Col.  Amthont  Conk. 

laoth  New  York,  Col.  Anthony  Conk. 
11th  PennBylTaniftCayalryy  Company  Cy 
First  Lieat.  Angoatna  H.  D.  Will- 


Battalion  Pennflylyania  Heavy  Artillery 
(fbnr  companies),  Uaj,  Joeepn  Boberta. 


Fori  Mamroe,  Vd, 
CoL  Samuu.  IL  AUPOBD. 
3d  New  York,  CoL  Samuel  IL  Alted. 


NOBVOLK,  Ya. 
Brig.  Qen.  Egbskt  L.  V: 


99th  New  York,  Col.  David  W.  Wardrop. 
148lh  New  York,  Lieut.  Col.  Oeort^e  H.  Ouion. 
173d    Pennsylvania,  Col.  Daniel  Nagle. 

19th  Wisoonain,  Lieut.  CoL  Cbarlea  Whipple. 

nth  Pennaylvania  Cavalry,  Company  M,  Capt.  Gerard  Reynolds. 

New  York  Ught  Artillery,  7th  Battery,  Capt.  Peter  C.  Began. 

Suffolk,  Ya. 
]i^|.  Gen.  John  J.  Psok. 


Gsraarmi's  Ifi$k  Legion. 

Brig.  Gen.  Miohail  Cobooran. 

69th  New  York,  Capt.  Jaaper  M.  Whitty . 
156th  New  York,  CoL  William  McEvily. 
164th  New  York,  Lieut.  CoL  Jamee  C. 

Burke. 
170th  New  York,  Lieut.  CoL  James  P. 

Molvor. 


T0rr^9  Brigads. 

Brig.  Gen.  Hxnrt  D.  Tbbbt. 

130th  New  York,  CoL  Alfred  Gibbs. 
167th  Pennsylvania,     CoL     Charles    A 

Knoderer. 
177th  Pennaylvania,  Col.  George  B.Wiest 

ling. 


Pr^viskmal  Brigade, 

Col.  BOBBBT  8.  FOflTRB. 

13th  Indiana,  Lieut.  Col.  Cvrus  J.  Dobbs. 

6th  Massachusetts,  Col.  Albert  8.  Follansbee. 
119th  New  York,  CoL  Jeremiah  C.  Drake. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Charles  H.  Buehler. 
166th  Pennsylvania,  Col.  Andrew  J.  Fulton. 

7th  Company  U.  8.  Sharpshooters,  Capt.  Joseph  S.  Arnold. 

(1003) 
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1st  New  York  Mounted  Riflee,  Col.  Charles  C.  Dodge, 
lltb  PenneyWanie  Ca^elrv,  Col.  Semnel  P.  8pear. 
MMsechoaette  Light  Artillery,  7tb  Battery,  Capt.  Phineae  A.  Davtei 
4th  U.  &  Artilleiy,  Battery  D,  Capt.  Frederiok  M.  F<^ett. 
4tb  U.  8.  Artillery,  BaUery  L,  Capt.  Bobert  V.  W.  Howard. 
Wiaoonein  Light  Artillery,  2d  Battery,  Capt.  Charles  Beger. 
Wiseanain  Light  Artillery,  4th  Battery.  Firvt  Lieat.  Q&oxgp  B.  EMlerij. 

ToBXTOWir,  ¥▲•* 
ICi^.  Qen.  EBASMua  D.  Knaa. 


BmMlmf9  Brigade, 
Brig.  Gen.  Biohabd  Bustssd. 

4th  Delawan,  CoL  Arthur  H.  Grim- 

shaw. 
16Mh  Penn^ylTaiiia,     CoL     Lewis     W. 

Smith. 
178th  Peonsylyaiiia,  CoL  James  Johnson. 
I79th  PennqylTania,    GoL    William    H. 

Blair. 


Sm&nn  ArUU&my  FbmrJk  Ctrpe, 
Lieat.  CoL  Bdwabd  H.  Fum»d. 

New  York  Light  ArtUlery,  8th  Battery, 

Capt.  Bntler  Fitch. 
1st  Pennsylvania  Light  ArtiUeiT,  Battery 

E,  Capt.  Thomas  G.  Orwig. 


1st  Pennsylvania  Light  Artillery,  Battery 

H,  Capt.  Andiew  Fagan. 
5th  U.  8.  Artillery,  Battery  M,  Capt.  Ji 


vL  Andrew  Fagan. 
Uery 
McKnight. 


178d   PennsylTaaia,  CoL  Charles  Kleekner. 
6th  New  fork  Cavalry  (3d  BattaUon),  Mi^.  WilUam  P.  HalL 
6th  Pennsylvania  Cavalry,  Lieat.  CoL  William  Lewis. 
1st  New  York  Light  Artillery,  Battery  F,  Capt.  WUliam  R.  ^IHlaoB. 
1st  New  York  Li;;lit  Artillorv.  Bntt^try  H,  Lient.  Charles  E.  lllnk. 


HBAIH2UABTBB8.  Ptterthwrgy  Va.,  March  12,  186S. 
Bxodlenoy  Zkbulon  B.  Yangb.  Oavemor  of  Ncrtk  OmroUma : 

Sib:  Tour  fovor  of  the  4th  instant  was  received  ac  Wflmington  on 
the  8th.  The  removal  of  General  Pryor  from  the  Blaokwater  was  made 
neoessary  by  other  movements  of  troops.  I  can  assore  yon  and  the  good 
people  in  whose  behalf  yon  write  that  the  change  will  in  no  way  dis- 
parage their  interest  The  officer  now  in  command  on  the  Blaokwater 
is  one  of  onr  most  energetic  and  enterprising  brigadiers.  I  can  safely 
assare  yon  that  yourself  and  the  citizens  will  be  quite  wdl  satisfied  with 
the  change  after  the  officer  is  known.  General  Pryoi^'s  command  was 
only  in  this  department  for  the  winter.  It  will  soon  return  to  the  com- 
mand where  it  properly  belongs — Western  Virginia.  I  hope  that  this 
may  be  a  satisfactory  explanation  of  the  recent  change  on  the  Black* 
water. 

I  thank  you  sincerely  for  yonr  kind  expressions  about  myself,  and 
tnist  that  I  may  be  able  to  fhlflU  yonr  expectations.  We  have  many 
difficulties  to  contend  with,  and  one' of  the  most  serious  is  the  want  of 
system  and  order  in  our  transportatiou.  If  you  can  assist  us  in  regu* 
lating  this,  I  think  that  we  can  promise  you  important  results  in  our 
operations. 

*  Inolndes  troops  at  Qloooester  Point  and  WilUamibazi^  Va. 
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it  was  my  intention  to  bave  done  myself  the  honor  to  make  yon  a 
flying  visit,  bnt  I  find  Uiat  I  cannot  well  qoit  my  post. 

With  the  greatest  xespeot,  I  am,  yonr  most  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  LONOSTHEET, 
lAeHteiumt'Generaly  OommaiHding. 


Obhxbal  Obdkbs,  )  Abjt.  and  Inspector  Osn.'s  Offios, 

No.  112.  f  Biehnumd,  Augmt  15,  18d3. 

1.  A  conrt  of  inquiry  having  been  convened  at  Richmond  on  the  29tb 
of  July,  1863,  parsuant  to  J?aragraph  XVII,  Special  Orders,  No.  176, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  carront  series,  to  examine  into 
certain  charges  preferred  against  M%j.  William  Norris,  chief  of  the 
signal  corps,  and  having  made  the  reqaired  examination,  the  report  of 
fiicts  proven,  with  the  opinion  of  the  coort  thereon,  is  pablished  for  the 
information  of  all  concerned. 

SSPOBT  OV  VA0T8. 

L.  Major  Noiyis  was  not  intoxicated  on  the  31st  of  May,  1863. 

2.  Qe  did  not  reveal  the  alphabet  of  the  signal  corps  on  the  31st  of 
May,  1863. 

3.  The  enemy  knew,  or  had  opportonily  to  know,  the  locality  of  the 
signal  stations  between  Oity  Point  and  Olairmont  before  the  dlst  of 
May,  1863,  none  of  which  w«re  disclosed  to  him  by  M%jor  Norris  on 
that  day. 

4.  The  dispatch  shown  to  Gaptain  Mnlford  by  M%jor  Norris  was  a 
private  dispatch,  conveying  a  report  of  snccesses  at  Vicksbnrg. 

5.  There  was  no  improper  interooorse  between  M%jor  Norris  and  any 
officers  or  persons  in  the  service  of  the  6nemy,on  the31jst  of  May,  1863. 

OPINION. 

L  The  conrt  is  of  opinion  that  the  charges  in  this  case  have  been 
loosely  made,  and  withoat  dne  care  and  investigation,  and  should  not  be 
farther  entertained.  The  conrt  is  also  of  opinion  that  the  private  and 
official  character  of  Mi^or  Norris  remain  unaffected  by  this  proceeding. 

II.  The  charges,  of  which  Ml^or  Norris  has  been  tiius  fully  exonerated 
by  the  court,  were  made  without  thAt  consideration  which  their  serious 
character  demanded,  and  in  a  manner  that  sul^ects  the  prosecutor,  Lieut 
B.  A.  Forbes,  Second  Oo.npany  Independent  Signal  Corps,  to  the  grave 
censure  of  Uie  department.  The  personal  and  official  character  of  au  offi- 
cer is  not  to  be  lightly  assailed.  The  accuser  will  be  held  to  support  his 
charges  by  evidence  j  and  in  an  especial  manner  is  he  required  to  avoid 
creating  the  impresmon  that  the  loose,  unofficial  statements  of  others 
are  &cts  within  his  own  knowledge.  The  greatest  care  and  considera- 
tion i^ould  be  manifested  by  those  preferring  charges,  particularly 
when  Uie  reputation,  personal  and  professional,  of  a  superior  is  called 
in  question. 

ni.  The  court  of  inquiry,  of  which  Lieut.  Gol.  George  Deas,  A4jn- 
tant-Oenerai's  Department,  was  president,  is  hereby  dissolved. 

By  order: 

8.  COOPER, 
Atffutamt  and  Intpeotar  QeneraL 
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ALTERNATE  DESIGNATIONS  OF  ORGANIZATIONS  MENTIONED  IN  THIS 

VOLUMES 

Adams'  ( Zachariah  T. )  Artillery.    See  Nwrik  Carolina  Troops,  2d  Regiwuemi,  BaUtr^  D. 

Alexander's  (Aldon)  Artillery.    See  Montgofmer^  T^-ue  BIuob  ArtUlerg. 

Alexandria  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops. 

Alford's  (Samuel  M.)  Infentry.    See  New  York  Troops,  3(f  ReghnmuL 

Allen's  (L.  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Wren^s  Cavalry, 

Allen's  (L.  M.)  Infieuitry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  &ith  Segisnent 

Allen's  (William  A.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  51«<  Regimemt 

Allis'  (Jaiues  A.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops, 

Amory's  (ThoiuaH  J.  C.)  Infantry.    See  Massaeh^etts  Droops,  I7tk  Regiment, 

Anderson's  (Hiram,  Jr.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  92d  Regiment. 

Angel's  (James  R.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  l)w>ps,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  K, 

Armistead's  (A.  D.)  Artillery.    See  Firginia  Troops. 

Armor's  (David  M.)  Infieuitry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lOist  Regiment, 

Arnold's  (Job)  InfEUitry.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  bth  Regiment, 

Arnold's  (Joseph  S.)  Sharpshooters.    See  New  York  Troops,  1st  Battalion. 

Ashby's  (George  £.)  Artillery.    See  Netv  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  E, 

Avlrett's  (John  Alfred,  jr.)  Infantry.    See  Alabama  Troops, 

Bachmau's  (W.  K.)  Artillery.    See  Oerman  Artillery. 

Badham's  (William,  Jr.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate^  3d  Bftl- 

talUm,  Battery  B. 
Bakerls  (John  A.)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  RegvmenL 
Ball's  (William  B.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  Ibik  Regiment, 
Barham's  (Tbeo.  G.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops, 
Bfiunes'  (Calvin)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Co^federaie, 
Barnes'  (H.  M.)  Artillezy.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  lOtk  Battalion, 

Company  B. 
Bartholomew's  (Walter  G.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  27 lA  Regiment, 
Barton's  (James)  InfEUitry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 
Beach's  (Francis)  Infeuitry.    See  Connedioui  2VoofM,  I6tk  Regiment, 
Beger's  (Charles)  Artillezy.    See  Wisconsin  Troops,  2d  Battery. 
Belger's  (James)  Artillezy.    See  Rhode  Island  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  F, 
Belknap's  (Jonathan  S.)  InfBUitry.    See  New  York  Troops,  85tA  Regiment. 
Bell's  (D)  Cavalry.     See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Alh  RegimenU 
Blerer's  (Everard)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  17lst  Regiment. 
Blair's  (William  H.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  179th  Regiment, 
Blake's  (John  A.)  Artillery.    See  JP(;i»ft«^l«aftia  Droops,  3d  Regiment,  Meaey. 
Blount's  (4-  G.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops, 
Boggs'  (Francis  J.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops,  I2th  Battalion, 
Bonghton's  (Horace)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  143d  RegimenU 
Bowler's  (George)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  A6ih  RegknenL 
Boyoe's  (R.)  Artillery.    See  Macbeth  Artillery, 

Brabble's  (£.  C.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  32d  Regiment 
Bradbeny's  (John  J.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate, 
Bradford's  (W.  D.)  Artillery.    See  Confederate  Guards  Artillery. 
Bradley's  (Thomas^  Sharpshooters.    See  New  York  Troops,  1st  BattaUem. 
Brady's  (H.  J.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  177th  Regimeut, 
Branch's  (J.  R.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops. 

Brookway's  (C.  B.)  Artillery.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  1st  Regiment,  Battery  B. 
Brown's  (H.  W.)  Cavalry.    See  S.  H.  Mi£s  Cavalry. 
Brown's  (Jack)  Infuitry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  5914  Regiment. 

*Bflferenoesac«to  index  ftdlowiog. 
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Bzown's  (John  C. )  Iniuitry.    See  E^fana  Perdua  Ii^antr^, 

Brown's  (John  E.)  Infuitiy.    See  If&rtk  Caroikui  Droopaf  Cpn/Mflnito.  42d  Bagimm^i. 

Brown's  (WiUiMn  B.)  InfEUitxy.    See  ^010  York  Troopa,  lesth  BegimmU 

Brown's  (W.  Leroy)  Iniuitiy.    See  Virgima  2Voop«>  ^th  BatUtUoih  LoaU  D^enae 

{Anenal), 
Bnehler's  (Charles  H.)  Inftntiy.    See  Pentufflvania  Troops,  165ih  BeffmmU. 
Bnlitim's  (Martin  P.)  Infantry.    See  Bhode  Island  I^roops,  4th  Regiment. 
Bula's  (Dnnean  M.)  Artillery.    See  North  CaroUna  TroopSf  Confsderats, 
Bunting's  (S.  B.)  Artlllory.    Bee  North  CaroHna  Troops,  Confederate, 
Bnrgwyn's  (H.  K.,  jr.)  Infuitiy.    See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  Con/edm-ate,  fHQth  Begi- 


Bnrhana'  (Charles  H. )  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  9fith  Begiment. 

Burke's  (James  C.)  Infuitiy.    See  New  York  Troops,  V&Mh  Begiment, 

Bnmham's  (George  S.)  Infantry.    See  ConneoHent  liroops,  8Sd  Begiment, 

Burpee's  (Thomas  F.)  Infimtry.    See  ConneoHent  l^roops,  2lst  Begiment 

Bnrroog^'  (Edgar)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  l^roops,  Ibth  Begiment. 

Bnrwell's  (Philip  L.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Droops,  Confederate. 

Cabof  a  (Edward  C.)  Infantry.    See  Massaehnsetts  Troops,  44th  Begiment. 

Cady's  (A.  Lester)  ArtlUeiy.    See  Jay  B,  Le^s  Artillery, 

Camden  Onerrlllaa.    See  WiUis  B,  Sanderlin's  I^fantry, 

Campbell'a  (David)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsglvania  Troops,  Uh  Begiment, 

Campbell'a  (Edward)  ^«*^uitiy.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  Sbth  Begiment, 

Cantwell'a  (J.  L. )  Infantry.    See  North  CaroHna  Droops,  ConfederaU,  hist 

Cape  Fear  Artillery.    See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  CoirfederaU, 

Canron'a  (Gray)  Artillexy.    See  StribUnifs  ArHUerg, 

Caalde's  (William  H.)  Artillery.    See  Bampden  ArtiHerg. 

Casael's  (John)  Cavalry.    See  8,  P,  Spear's  Caedlry. 

Chambera'  (John  O. )  Infimtry.    See  Maeeaohmsetts  Droops,  23d  Begiment, 

Cbambliaa'  (John  R.,  Jr.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  I2th  Begiment. 

Cbeaterfleld  Artillery.    See  Sonth  CaroUna  Droops, 

Chnroh's  (George  £.)  Infantry.    See  Bhode  Island  Droops,  llth  Begiment. 

daaaaen's  (Peter  J. )  Inlhntry.    See  New  York  Droops,  132d  Begiment. 

Claibome'a  (W.  0.)  Cavalry.    See  Confederate  Troopf,  Begulars,  7ih  Begiment, 

Clark  Artillery.    See  North  CaroUna  Droops,  Confederate,  Bankings  Artillery, 

Clarke'a  (William  J.)  Infimtsy.  See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  Confederate,  fl4th  Begi 
menu 

Clark's  (John  D.)  Artillery.    See  ^010  Fori;  TVoops,  2d  Begiment,  Battery  H, 

Clopton's  (Thomas  G.)  Cavalry.    See  Wren*s  Cavalry, 

Codman'a  (Charles  B.)  Inlhntry.    See  Massaehnsetts  Troops,  4bth  Begiment, 

Coffin's  (Frederio  J.)  Infimtry.    See  Masoachnsetts  Droops,  Hith  BegimenU 

Cogdell's  (D.  A.)  Infantry.    See  John  N,  Whitfor^s  Partisans. 

Colt's  (J.  C.  >  Artillery.    See  Chesterftsld  ArHllery. 

Cole's  (George  W.)  Cavalry.    See  8.  H,  Mia^s  Cavalry. 

Comfort's  (Felix)  Infantry.    See  Bnfans  Perdns  Infantry. 

Confaderate  Gnard  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops. 

Confederate  Gnarda  Artillery.    See  Mississippi  Troops. 

Conk's  (Anthony)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  I29ih  Begiment. 

Connalljr's  (John  K.)  Infimtry.  See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  Coi\federate,  55tik  Regi- 
ment. 

Comog'a  (George  T.)  Cavalry.    See  8.  P.  Spear's  Cavalry. 

Crabb's  «3eorge  W.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Begulars,  bth  Begiment,  Battery  A. 

Crosby's  (Hiram  B.)  Infimtry.    See  Conneotiont  Droops,  '2lst  Begiment. 

Crowninahield'a  (Caeper)  Cavalry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2d  Begiment. 

Cnllen's  (Edgar  M)  Inlhntry.    See  New  York  Troops,  96th  Begiment. 

Ciilp^per'a  (J.  F.)  Aitlllaiy.    Qo&  Paknetto  BattaUtm,  Battery  C. 
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Cumming'8  ( Jamea  D. )  ArtUtory.    See  CajM  ^ter  ArUUenf. 

Cammiiig'8  (Emory)  Cavalry.    See  New  Tori  TroofM,  23d  Bettetfoa. 

Cnrtia'  (N.  M.)  Znfontry.    See  Nw  York  Tiraop$,  I42d  BegimmL 

Curtiaa'  (Carlton  0.)  Infantry.    See  Pm^ugUmnia  Troap$,  58IA  RegkmetU. 

Dabney'a  (W.  J.)  Artillery.    See  Virgimid  Troops. 

Dandir'a  (Gtoorge  B.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  2Voo|m,  IWHh  BeglmmL 

Darling'B  (John  A.)  Heavy  Artillery.    See  Jo$eph  BoberUf  ArHUer^. 

Davia'  (Hasbronck)  Cavalry.    See  ItUnoU  Droop§t  I2ik  Regimsut, 

Davia'  (James  £. )  ArtiUery.    See  MoHtgomay  True  Blue$  ArHUerg, 

Davia'  (Joeeph  D.)  Infsmtry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops^  IGItk  BegimemL 

Davia'  (Phineae  A.)  Artillery.    See  Maisackusette  Troope, 7tk  Battery, 

Davia'  (William  W.  H.)  Infuitry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  lOitk  Reg§mmt. 

Day'a  (Joeeph  M.)  Infantry.    See  Massaekmsetts  Droops,  40tk  Begiment. 

Day'a  (Samael  C.)  Artillery.    See  Joeepk  J.  Morrison's  ArtUlery. 

De  Foreat'a  (Jacob  J. )  Infsuitry.    See  New  York  Troops,  dUt  Regime^. 

Denny'a  (J.  Waldo)  Infsuitry.    See  A*  B,  B.  Spragwfs  Infantry, 

Derrom'a  (Andrew)  Inliuitry.    See  New  Jersty  Troops,  85lik  RegiiHeni. 

Devane'a  (W.  S.)  Infantry.    See  Nerik  Carolina  Troops,  Cot^ederate,  6Ui  Begiment 

Dobba'  (Cyras  J.)  Infantry.    See  Indiana  Troope,  latik  BegiamtU 

Dobjr'a  (James)  Cavalry.    See  HoUwmbe  Legion* 

Dodge'a  (Charles  C.)  BCoiinted  JEUflea.    See  New  York  Troops^lik  Bepiment,  OmOry 

Dodge'a  (John  C,  jr.)  Infimtry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troope,  b2d  BegUneni. 

Donohoe'a  (Michael  T.)  Infuitry.    See  New  Hampskvre  Troops,  lOfA  BrgimemL 

Drake'a  (Jeremiah  C.)  Inliuitry.    See  New  York  Troops,  112lik  Begimmt 

Drennan'a  (James  M  )  Infimtxy.    See  A,  B.  B,  Spragwfs  Ii^antry, 

Dnke'a  (E.  T.  W.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  4»tk  Begiment. 

Dnrkee'a  (Charles)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  9Sth  Begment, 

Dyer'a  (Samael  A.)  Infeuitry.    See  Penmeylvamia  Droops,  Vtbik  BsgisMnt. 

Baaterly'a  (Qeorge  B.)  ArtiUery.    See  Wisconsin  Droops,  Ath  Battery. 

Bdmanda'  (T.  F.)  Infantry.    See  Massaokneetts  Doops,  'Mtk  Regiment, 

Edmiindaon'a  (H.  A.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  27 tk  Battalion,  P,  B, 

miiotf  a  (John  Thompson)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Doops,  Confedtrate. 

Sllia'  (Andrew  J.)  ArtiUery.    See  Nortk  CaroUna  Droops,  Confederate,  34  BeMMon, 

Batttry  A, 
BlweU'a  (Andrew)  Infsuitry.    See  MaesadkMseUe  Troope,  83tf  i^fl^taMal. 
Xhifana  Perdoa  Infieuitry.    See'ATew  York  Troops. 

Sngland'a  (Theophilns  L.)  Infimtry.    See  New  York  troope,  ^Sf^  Begimenl. 
Bore'a  (M.  L.)  Cavalry.    See  Nortk  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  iid  Begissent. 
Bvana'  (P.  G.)  Cavalry.    See  Nortk  CaroUna  Droops,  Confederate,  Btk  BegimenL 
Bii^er'a  (Barnabas,  Jr.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  Sd  Begiment, 
Fagan'a  (Andrew)  ArtiUery.    See  Pennsylvania  Droops,  1st  Begiment,  Battery  B, 
Faiaon'a  (Paul  F.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Droops,  Confederate,  66th  BegiasenL 
Farrar'a  (Jadson  S.)  Infantry.    See  Michigan  Droops,  2eth  Beginkent, 
Fauquier  ArtiUery.    See  Virginia  Dwtpe, 

FeUowa'  (John  F.)  Infantry.    See  Massaahueetts  Droops,  I7th  Begiment, 
Ferebee'a  (D.  D.)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  Doops,  Confederate,  4tik  Begiment, 
Fergnaon'a  (Alonzo)  Infisuitry.    See  New  York  Droops,  15;{d  Begiment. 
Fitoh'a  (Batler)  ArtUlery.    See  New  York  Troops,  8tk  Battery. 
Fits  Sinunona'  (Charles)  Cavalry.    See  8.  B.  Mi£s  Cavalry, 

Flemming'a  (J.  A.)  Infantry.    See  Nortk  Carolina  Dwfps,  Confederate,  49th  Begiment. 
Follanabee'a  (Albert  S.)  Infemtry.    See  Massaehueetts  Droops,  6tk  JSUgimenL 
FoUetf  a  (Frederick  M.)  ArtiUery.    See  Union  Troops,  Begmlars,  4th  Begiment^  Bat- 
tery D, 
Folk'a  (Cieorge  N.)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  Droops,  Confederate,  7th  BatiaUmL 
Foater's  (Bobert  S.)  Infimtry.    See  Indiana  Droops,  19th  Begiment. 
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Fnuikle's  ( Joues)  InliMitry.    See  MamtteluueiU  Troop§,  17ih  Begimmt, 

Ftenoh's  (D.  A.)  ArtUlary.    See  Virgmia  Troop$. 

Pnllar's  (Thomas  C.)  Artillery.    See  J.  B.  Starr'B  ArtiUery, 

Fulton's  (Amirew  J.)  Infimtiy.    See  Ptnntylvania  TroopB^  I661A  MtffimmL 

Garden's  (U.  B. )  Artillery.    See  Palmetto  ArHlUry, 

Qarrard's  ( Jeptba)  Cavalry.    See  S,  H.  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Q«rrett's  (W.  N.)  Infimtxy.    See  L.  M,  AllenU  Infantry, 

Gtoe'B  [fi.  U.)  Inlantxy.    See  Georgia  Troop%,  591*  EegimeaL 

German  Artillery.    See  SoiUk  CaroUna  Troop$, 

Gibbe'  (Alfred)  Znfsuitry.    See  New  York  Troope,  IdOtk  Regiment. 

Gibbe'  (George  C. )  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troope,  Confederate,  4Std  Regiment. 

Gibson's  (A.  A.)  Artillery.    See  Penneylvania  l>oopa,  iid  Regiment j  Heavy. 

Gilliss*  (James)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troope,  Regulars,  bth  Regiment,  Hattery  A. 

Goode's  (J.  Tbotuas)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troope,  Atk  RegimeuU  Heavy. 

Graluun's  (Edwanl)  Artillery.    See  Petersburg  Rocket  Artillery. 

Graham's  (O.  W. )  Infimtry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Regiment. 

Grabam's  (J.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  ConfedtraU,  Ist  Hegt.,  Bafy  C, 

Graham's  (W.  A.)  Cavalry.    See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  Confederate,  2d  Regiment. 

Gnunmer's  (W.  T.)  InfEUitry.    See  Afaseaokueetts  Troops,  5tA  Regiment. 

Gray's  (Charles  O.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  9&th  Regiment. 

Gregory's  (David  £.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  HUH  Regiment. 

Grillln's  (Joel  R.)  Cavalry.    See  Georgia  Troops,  624  Regiment. 

Gffimshaw's  (Arthur  H.)  Infantry.    See  Delaware  Troops,  4th  Regiment. 

Galon's  (Qeorge  M.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  I48th  Regiment. 

Hall's  (£.  D.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  46tA  RegimenU 

Hall's  (Newton)  ArtiUery.    See  S.  H.  Miafs  Cavalry. 

Hall's  (William  P.)  Cavalry.    See  ^010  York  Troops,  6th  Regiment. 

Hampden  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops. 

Hampton  Legion.    See  South  CaroUna  Troops. 

Hargrove  Blues,  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troops. 

Harris  Light  Cavalry.    See  ^011;  York  Troops,  2d  Regim&nU 

Harris'  (Thomas  W.;  Cavalry.    See  P.  G.  Evantf  Cavalry. 

Harrison's  (Oeorge  P.,  Jr.)  Infantry.    S^  Georgia  TVoops,  32d  Regiment. 

Hart's  (T.  D.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  IQAth  Regiment. 

Haabrouok's  (Henry  C.)  Artillery.    See  UwUm  Troops,  Regulars,  Aih  Regiment,  Bat' 

iery  L. 
Hawkins'  (Bush  C.)  Infantry     See  New  York  Troops,  9ih  Regimeut. 
Hawley's  (Loois  J.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  lOth  Regiment. 
Haynes'  (Thomas  W.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  9th  Regiment. 
Heokman's  (Charles  A. )  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  9th  Rtgiment, 
Heine's  (William)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  103d  Regiment. 
Hill's  Company.    Official  designation  unknown.    See  Captain  Hill. 
Hill's  (James  C.)  Infantry.    See  R.  T.  W.  DnMs  Infantry. 
Hiller's  (Frederick  L.)  Artillezy.    See  New  York  Troops,  \6ih  Battery. 
Hinds'  (Oeorge  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  9^th  Regiment. 
mtohoook's  (Oeorge  U. )  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  132d  Regiment. 
Holbrook's  (Charles  L. )  Infantry.    See  Massaekneette  Troops,  43d  Regimient. 
Ek>loombe  Legion.    See  South  CaroUna  THope. 
Holland's  (W.  A.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Cottfederate. 
Hook's  (Cornelius,  Jr. )  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  let  Regiment,  Battery  C. 
Howard's  (R.  V.  W.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  Ath  Regiment,  Battery  L. 
Howell's  (John  H.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment,  Battery  M, 
Ho^rell's  (Joshua  B.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsyvania  Troops,  Q5th  Regiment. 
Hudson's  (James,  Jr. )  Infantry.    See  MasstK^ueetts  Troops,  Sth  Regiment 
Bnmpbmy  Tkoop,  Cavalry.    See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry, 
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Hunt's  (Lewis  C.)  Infimtry.    See  N0m  York  IVmi^,93(I  Rdglmmt 

Jack's  (Joseph)  Infantry.    See  P^mwylMmui  TVvopf,  168fJ^  it^^hMal. 

Jacoba'  (Ff  rris,  Jr. )  Cavalry.    See  8,  H,  Mk^»  Caralrtf. 

Jamea  City  Cavalry.    See  Virgimia  Urooptf  bik  BtgiwMmU 

Jenney's  (Edwin  S.)  Artillery.    See  ^010  York  Troop;  3d  Regimemif  Btattrg  J. 

Jooknlok'a  (Oeorge  F.)  Cavalry.    See  8,  J7.  M^9  Cavalry, 

Johnson's  (James)  In£EUitry.    See  Pmmtylvania  TVoopv,  \7&ih  Regiwtent 

Johnson's  (James  A. )  Infantry.    See  Pmrntglvania  TVoo/w,  I72d  BegimemU 

Johnson's  (William)  Infantry.    See  Kew  T&rk  IVoopt,  I48th  Begimmt 

Jones'  (John  A. )  lufeuitry.    See  Alabawut  IVoopa,  44ih  Begiment 

Jones'  (John  Richter)  Infemtry.    See  Pemtuglvania  T)roop$,  5Stk  Regtmemt. 

Jordan's  (John  V.)  Infimtry.    See  North  Carolina  Trooptf  Confederate,  31«f  Begimemt 

Jourdan's  (James)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troopt,  I5»th  Regimenl. 

Keese's  (Oliver,  jr.)  Infantry.    See  Netr  York  Troope,  llSik  Regiment. 

Kenan's  (Thomas  8. )  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troapt,  Confederate,  43d  Regiment, 

Kennedy's  (T.  J.)  ArtUlexy.    See  New  York  Troops,  'id  Regiwkmt. 

Kilpatriok'a  (Jndson)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troope,  2d  R^gimemt. 

King'B  (Reuben  V.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troope,  9Sith  Regitnent. 

Kleckner's  (Charles)  Infantry.    See  Penneglvania  TVoopiy  ITid  RegimenL 

Klelnx'a  (Christopher)  Cavalry.    See  Pennaglvania  Troopa,  5th  Regiment. 

Knoderer'a  (Charles  A. )  Infantry.    See  Penneglvania  TVoopSf  \€7ih  RegtmemL 

Korts'a  (John)  InfEUitry.    See  Maaeaehueette  Troope,  9Sd  Regiment. 

Lamb'a  (John  C.)  Infemtry.    See  North  Carolina  TVoopa,  Comfed/erate,  Vlik  R/ogmmA, 

Lane'a  (James  S.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  TroepB,  Confederate. 

Leohler'a  (A.  A.)  Infantry.    See  Pennaigleania  Droops,  176fA  Regi$MnU 

Ledlie'a  (James  H.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regim/ent. 

Lee'a  (Francis  L.)  Infemtry.     See  Maeeachneette  Troops,  AAth  Regiment. 

Lee'a  (Horace  C.)  Infantry.    See  Massaehusetts  Troops,  V^th  Regiment 

Lee's  (Jay  E.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  'Droops,  iUth  Batterg, 

Lee's  (John  C. )  Infeuitry.    See  New  York  Troops,  99th  Regiment. 

Leggett's  (Robert)  Infantry.    See  Conneetieut  Droops,  lOth  Regiment. 

Leventhorpe's  (C.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  tllft  RegimeiA. 

Lewis'  (George  W.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  3d  Regiment. 

Lewia'  (W.  B.)  Artillery.    See  Nwrth  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  VHk  BoHoH^n, 
Company  A, 

Lewia'  (William)  Cavalry.    See  Penneylvania  Troops,  hih  Regimtmt. 

Littleton'a  (John  K.)  Cavalry.    See  Wren^s  Cavalry. 

Logle'a  (William  K.)  Infantry.    See  Netv  York  Troops,  Ulst  Regiment, 

Lyman'a  (Lake)  Infimtry.    See  Massaohusetts  Troops,  *J7th  Regiment. 

Lyon'a  (C.  A.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  UnUm,  Ut  Regiment. 

McAfee'a  (L.  M.)  Infontry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  49th  Regiment 

Macbeth  Artillery.    See  South  Carolina  Troops, 

MoBryde'a  (M.  H.)  Artillery.    See  North  CaroUna  TSroops,  Confederate. 

MoCandleaa'  (William  O.)  Cavalry.    See  Penneyhania  TVoops,  bth  RegimemU 

MoCanley'a  (C.  M.  T.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  lOtk  Bat- 
talion, Company  C. 

MoCheaney'a  (Joseph  11)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  Ut  Regiment 

MoCleea'  (N.)  ArtiUery.    See  J.  W.  Moor^s  Artillery, 

MoConibe'a  (John)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  169A  Regiment. 

McDevitt'a  (Martin)  Artillery.    See  John  F.  Valleys  ArHUery. 

McBvily'a  (William)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  l^th  Regiment. 

Molntlre'a  (A.)  Cavalry.    See  P.  G.  Evan^  Cavalry. 

Mclvor'a  (James  P.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  VJOtk  Regiment. 

MoKibbin'a  (David  B.)  Infantry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  \f^h  Regiment 

MoKnighfa  (James)  ArtiUery.    See  Union  Troops,  Regulars,  6th  Begimmtf  BaUmg  Jt 
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Molffahon'i  (James  P. )  Infimtry.    See  New  York  IVoopt,  ie4ik  BtgimmU 

BCbBSahon's  (J.  J.)  In&ntry.    See  Vhrgima  IVoopt,  63d  SegimeHi. 

McNary's  (WiUiam  H.)  Infimtry.    See  New  York  Droapt,  158IA  BeftmrniL 

Maoon  ArtUlary.    Bee  Georgia  Troop: 

Beacon's  (M.  C.)  Artmery.    See  Bkkmond  FmffeUe  ArtUkry. 

BCacRae's  (A.)  ArtUlery.    See  North  Carolina  Troop§,  Cottfederaie. 

Madison  Light  Artmery.    See  Mistiss^tpi  Droop$. 

Magmder's  (John  Bowie)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Droops,  S7ik  Megimenl. 

Mallett's  (Peter)  Infantry.    See  Norik  Carolina  l\roopB,  Con/oderaie. 

Manchester's  ( H.  A. )  Artillery.    See  New  York  JVoops,  Ui  Begiment,  Marine  ArtiUerg, 

Marshall's  (J.  K. )  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Droopt,  Confederate,  52d  Uegiment, 

Martin's  (S.  Taylor)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Droope, 

BSartin's  (W.  F.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  liroope.  Confederate,  Vtih  BegimmU 

Maxwell's  (WilBon  C.)  Infantry.    See  FeaniegVoania  Ttovpe^  103d  EegirMmt. 

Mercer's  (WUliam  E.)  Artillery.    See  Wmiom  J.  Bigge"  ArtUlery, 

Merriman's  (T.  Adams)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Droope,  9Sd  Begiment. 

Mink's  (Charles  E.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  lYoop§,  Ut  Begiment,  Battery  H, 

BCinor's  (B.  D.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  IVoepe,  4ih  Battalion,  Looal  Defenee  (Naval), 

Mitchell's  (B.  B.)  Cavalry.    See  8.  P,  Spear's  Cavalry, 

BCisfs  (John)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Droope,  3d  Begiment, 

Mix's  (Simon  H.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  liitqpe,  3d  Begianent, 

Bdaell's  (Jonathan  T.)  Infantry.    See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  Union,  Ut  BegimenU 

BCoiae's  (E.  W. )  Cavalry.    See  Coftfederate  Troops,  7ih  Begiment, 

Montgomery  Tme  Bines,  ArtiUery.    See  Alabama  !Rroops, 

Moore's  (A.  C.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Droops,  itdth  Begiment, 

Moore's  (A.  D.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  1st  Begt,,  Bafy  E. 

Moore's  (J.  G.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  3d  BattaUon,  Bat" 

tery  C. 
Bfbore's  (Jolins  W.)  Cavalry.    See  John  A,  Baker's  Cavalry, 
Moore's  (J.  W.)  Artillery.    See  North  CmroUna  Droops,  Confederate,  3d  Battalion, 
Morris'  (David  B.)  In&ntry.    See  Fenneylvama  Troops,  iOlst  Begmont, 
Morrison's  (Joseph)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Droops,  8dth  BegimenU 
MoRlson's  (Joseph  J.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Droops,  3d  Begiment,  Battery  B. 
Mosohell's  (John  F.)  Cavalry.    See  8,  H.  Mk^s  Cavalry. 
Moseley's(£.  F.)Artl]]ery.    &o^  Virginia  DroepSy  Ut  Begiateni, 
Mmcliison's  (Alexander)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  Droops,  Confederate,  3d  Begt. 
Murphy's  (Ifathew)  In&ntry.    See  New  York  Droops,  182d  Begiment, 
Mnrray's  (Albert  M.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troops,  Begnlars,  bth  Begiment,  Battery  A, 
Nagle's  (Daniel)  Infantry.    See  Fenneylvania  Droops,  173d  Begiment, 
Nelson's  (WiUiam  B. )  Cavalry.    See  Tkonuts  Legion, 

Netherontt's  (J.  H.)  Rangers.    See  North  Carolina  Droops,  Confederate,  9th  Battalion, 
Newkirk's  (Abram  F.)  Cavalry.    See  John  A,  Baker's  Cavalry, 
niohola'  (J.  W.)  Cavalry.    See  J.  B.  Origlm's  Cavalry. 
melds'  (Benjamin)  Artllleiy.    See  Delaware  Troops,  Ut  Battery. 
Norfleef  s  (Hamlin)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolitta  Droops,  Confederate. 
Norfolk  Bines,  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops. 
Nyoe's  (John)  Infuitry.    See  Fenneylvania  Troops,  l7Ath  Begiment, 
Onderdonk's  (Beigamin  F.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Begiment. 
CNeU's  (John)  ArtiUery.    See  WiUiam  J.  Biggs'  Artillery, 

Orwlg's  (Thomas  Q. )  Artillery.    See  Fenneylvania  Droops,  Ut  Begisnent,  Battery  B. 
Osbom's  (FranoiB  A.)  Infantry.    See  Maseaohusette  Droops,  ^th  Begiment, 
Osbom's  (Thomas  O.)  Infantry.    See  Illinois  Troops,  2Qth  Begiment. 
Otis'  (John  L.)  Infantry.    See  Conneotiout  Droops,  lOth  Begiment. 
OwvDfl^  (W.  A.)  Infuitry.    See  North  CaroUna  Dwips,  Confederate,  53d  Begiment. 
Page's  (P.  B.)  In&ntry.    See  VirgMa  Droops,  2&th  Begiment, 
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Palmetto  Artillery.    Bee  Sauik  CaroUna  IVeojM. 

Palmetto  Battalion  Artillery.    See  South  CaroUna  Troop; 

Palmetto  Sliarpahootere.    See  South  Carolina  Troopa, 

Pardee's  (BeDJamin  S.)  InfEUitry.    See  Conneeticui  TVoopf,  lC<Jk  BagimmU. 

Parle'  (Andrew  B. )  AjrtiUery.    See  StaunUm  SiU  ArtUUrff, 

Pasquotank  GuerrUlae,  IniiEUitry.    See  EUiot^s  Infantry, 

Patton'e  (Alexander  G. )  Cavalry.    See  Now  Tork  TroopBj  7th  Segimomt, 

Pease's  (William  B.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  TVoops,  117 th  Roffimoni. 

Peirson's  (G^rge  H. )  Infantry.    See  Mao9aehusett§  Droops^  &th  RogmomL 

Perkins'  (ElUha  A.)  Cavalry.    See  John  A,  Bakor's  Cavalry, 

Petersburg  Rooket  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Droop9. 

Piokett's  (Josiab)  Infantry.    See  MaMochusettt  Troopi^  26th  Bogiment, 

Plaisted's  (Harris  M.)  Infantry.    See  jl#aiN«  2Voo|M,  lllA  Begimont, 

Poage's  (Thomas)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  l^roop$,  50«A  BogimenU 

Pollock's  (W.  K.)  Artillery.    See  Union  Troop*,  Begulart,  Ut  Bogimoni,  BtUiory  C. 

Pond's  (Francis  B.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  T^oop$f  62d  Mogimont, 

Pond's  (Nathan  P.)  Cavalry.    See  S,  H,  Mij?8  Cavalry, 

Pool's  (Stephen  D.)  i^rtillery.    See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  Co^foimrato,  Iff  BogU^m 

Porter's  (Francis  E.)  Infantry     See  MoMaohusotto  Troop;  ^th  Bogimeni, 

Potter's  (Edward  £.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  Isi  Bogimonl. 

Preston's  (William  C.)  Artillery.    See  South  Carolina  Troops, 

Radolifle's  (J.  D.)  Infantry.    See  North  CaroUna  Troops,  CottfodoraiOf  61ff  Begimisnt 

Randolph's  (John)  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  TVoops,  Confederato,  2d  BegimonU 

Rankin's  (R.  O.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Ransom's  (Alfred)  Artillery.    See  New  TorkTroqps,  23d  Battery. 

Ransom's  (M.  W.^  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate,  35tib  Bogimeni 

Raulston's  (William  C )  Infantry.    See  Now  York  Troops,  Sist  BegimemU 

Regan's  (Peter  C.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  7th  Battery, 

Reid's  (Thomas  M. )  InfEintry.    See  New  York  Droops,  I82d  Begmoni. 

Reilly's  (James)  Artillery.    See  Bowan  Artillery. 

Reinhart's  (H.  W.)  Cavalry.    See  John  A.  Baker's  Cavalry. 

Reynolds'  (Gerard)  Cavalry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  11 A  Begimesii 

Rhetf  s  (A.  Burnet)  Artillery.    See  South  Carolina  Droops. 

Richardson's  (Colin)  Cavalry.    See  S.  H,  Mij^s  Cavalry. 

Richmond  Payette  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Droops. 

Richmond's  (Silas  P.)  Infantry.    See  Massaehusetts  Troops,  3d  Begimont. 

Richter's  (Henry  M.)  Infantry.    See  Massachusetts  Troops,  2bth  Begimont. 

Rigs*'  (William  J.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  34  Begiment,  Battery  A 

Ringold's  (Benjamin)  Infantry.    See  Now  York  Troops,  10:V2  Begimont. 

Ripley's  (Edward  H.)  Infantry.    See  Vermont  Troops,  9th  Begiment. 

Roberts'  (Joseph)  Artillery.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  3d  Begiment,  Heavy. 

Roberts'  ( W.  Dewees)  Cavalry.    See  S.  P.  Spear's.  Cavalry. 

Robertson's  (J.  R.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  33d  Battalion. 

Rodgers'  (Andrew  J.)  Cavalry.    See  J.  B.  Bohortson*s  Cavalry. 

Rogers'  (S.  H.)  Inflmtry.    See  Nor^  Carolina  Droops,  Confederate,  47th  Bogiment 

Rowan  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops. 

Ryerson's  (Henry  O.)  Infantry.    See  New  Jersey  Troops,  lOffc  Begiment. 

Sanderlin's  (Willis  B.)  Infimtry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Sanders'  (Enos  C.)  Infantry.    8eo  North  Carolina  Troops,  Union,  1st  Begimont. 

Sanders'  (Horace  T. )  Infantry.    See  fVlseonsin  Troops,  I9th  Begiment. 

Scholts's  (Carl)  Artillery.    See  Charles  Beger's  ArHllery. 

Shaw's  (H.  M.)  Infantry.    See  North  Corolina  Troops,  Confederate,  Bth  Begimont 

Shingler's  (W.  P.)  Cavalry.    See  Holoombe  Legion. 

Shnrtleff's  (William  S.)Iiifiuitry.    See  Masnadhusetts  Droops,  A6th  Begimont 

Blaten's  (C.  W.)  Artillery.    See  Maoon  Artillery. 
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SlkM*  (J.  H.)  Caralry.    See  W.  C,  CUiibwmti'9  Cawtlrg, 

Bimpaon'e  (John  G.)  ArtUlmy.    flee  Pewujflvania  2Voop«,  Ut  Rtgiwimt,  BtMmry  A. 

Simpeon's  (Thomas)  ArtUlmy.    See  c/amet  Belger^B  ArHUer^, 

Sieaon's  ( Henry  T.)  Infimtrf .    See  Bkode  UUmd  IVoopt ,  5A  Begimmi. 

Small'a  (Nathaniel  W.)  CUgnal  Coipa.    See  CoftfeUrate  Tiroop9. 

Smith's  (Benjamin  G.)  Cavalry.    See  Jolm  A.  Bakttr'M  Cwmtry, 

amlth'a  (Lewie  W.)  In&ntry.    See  PmMjfleaaia  Ttoopt^  IGMA  ReiimmU 

amoot'a  (D.  L.)  ArtiUery.    See  Alexandria  ArUlUry. 

Spear's  (Samael  P.)  Cavalry.    See  Fmnt^lvania  JVoojw,  llih  MegimeHt. 

Spragiie's  (Aagnstns  B.  H.)  In&ntry.    See  MoBiackusetis  Troop$j  bUt  BegiiaenU 

Stabl's  (William  H.)  ArtlUsry.    See  New  York  Troope,  19ih  Battery. 

Stark's  (A.  W.)  Artillery.    See  ArmUtea^t  and  French'e  Batteriee. 

Starr's  (J.  B.)  ArtiUery.    See  North  Carolina  l^vope,  Confederate,  8d  Begt,,  Bafp  B 

Staunton  Hill  Artillery.    See  Virginia  I^oope. 

Stedman'a  (GrifBn  A.  Jr.)  Infentry.    See  Conneetieai  Troope,  Utib  Begiment, 

Stevena'  (Aaron  F.)  In&ntry.    See  New  Hampehire  I^roope,  13th  Begiment 

Stevena'  (C.  H.)Infiuitry.    See  South  CaroUna  I^roope,  it4tk  Begiment. 

Stevenaon'a  (John  S.)  Artillery.     See  Joe^h  BoberUf  ArtiUery. 

Stevenaon'a  (Robert  H.)  Infimtry.    See  Maeeaekueette  Droope,  24th  BegimenU 

Stewart's  (Charles  H.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troope,  '3d  Begiment. 

Stone's  (Henry  M.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Droopef  3d  Begiment. 

Storer'a  (Jaoob  J. )  Infantry.    See  New  Hampehire  Troope,  IZth  Begiment. 

Strlbllng'a  (Robert  M.)  Artillery.    Qee  Faugmier  ArHlUry. 

Stordivant's  (N.  A.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troope. 

Swindell'a  (Edward  S.)  Rangera.    See  North  Carolina  lYoops,  Cot^edtrate. 
Tabb'a  (William  B. )  Infantry.    See  nrginia  Troops,  f^th  Begiment. 

Taif  a  (Gtoorge)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate. 

Taylor's  (Alexander  W.)  Infantry.    See  Penneylvania  Droope,  lOlet  Begiment. 

Tevis'  (C.  Carroll)  Infkntry.    See  Delaware  Troope,  Ath  Begiment. 

Taw's  (George  W.)  Infantry.    See  Bhode  leland  Troope,  &th  Begiment. 

Thomaa'  (George  W.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  3<I  Begiment,  Battery  I. 

Thomaa'  (W.  H.)  Legion  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troope,  Confederate. 

Thorp's  (Thomas  J.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troope,  I20th  Begiment 

ToUea  (Samuel)  Infsntry.    See  Conneetiout  Troope,  ibth  Begiment. 

Trigg's  (Robert  C.)  Infontry.    See  Virginia  Troope,  bith  Begiment. 

Troxel's  (Ellas  S.)  Infontiy.    See  Penneylvania  JSroope,  158t4  Begiment. 

Upham's  (Charles  L.  ^  Infantry.    See  ConneotHont  Troope,  Ibth  Begimemt. 

Vallee's  (John  F.)  Artillery.    See  Wieoonein  Troope,  Ath  Battery. 

Van  "Wyok's  (Charles  H.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troope,  56ffc  Begiment, 

'Votim^  (A.  C.)  Infantry.    See  Ohio  Troope,  67th  Begiment. 

Vonght'a  (Philip  G.)  Cavalry.    See  New  York  IVoopt,  I2th  Begiment. 

"WaU'e  (John)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troope,  3d  Begiment,  Battery  G. 

'Wallace's  (G.  A.)  Infantry.    See  W.  B.  TahVe  Infantry. 

Waller's  (Richard  P.)  Infantry.    See  Virginia  Troope,  2d  BattaUon,  Local  Defenee 
{Qnart^rmaeter'e  Department). 

'Ward's  (George)  Artillery.    See  Madieon  Light  Artillery. 

"Ward's  (John  £.)  Infantry.    See  Connecticut  Troope,  8th  Begiment. 

'Wardrop'a  (David  W.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troope,  99th  Begiment. 

'Waahlngton's  (J.  A. )  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troope,  Confederate,  bOth  Begt. 

'Waties'  (John)  Artillery.    See  Palmetto  Battalion,  Battery  B. 

'Weed's  (Frederick  F.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troope,  9Sth  Begiment. 

Webb's  (Lonis  H.)  Artillery.    See  North  Carolina  Troope,  Confederate. 

'Webb's  ( W.  W.)  Infantry.    See  Conneetiout  Troope,  lOth  Begiment. 

Wellman's  (Ab(|ah  J.)  Inlkntry.    See  New  York  Troope,  Sbth  Begiment. 

Wheelan's  (James  N.)  Cavalry.    See  Charlee  C.  Dodg^e  Cavalry. 
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'Wheeiiei'u  (John  J. )  Inlantry.    See  New  York  l^rot^^  S/fUh  BegtmmU 

Wlieelei'a  (S.  J. )  Cavalry.    See  North  Carolina  liroopt,  CottfedaraU,  ISik  BaftmMm 

TTThipple'a  (Charles)  Znlantry.    See  Wioooiuin  Troopt,  19tk  Jiflftaiaii. 

TTThite'B  (Alvin)  Znlantry.    See  New  York  IVoofM,  lllih  Begtmml. 

^Thite'a  (David  B.)  In&ntry.    See  Now  York  Itoopo,  81«l  RogiitumU 

Whitford'a  (John  N.)  Partiaana.    See  North  Carolina  2Voo|m,  Co^fed&rwU, 

^Thitney'a  (Stephen)  ArtUlery.    See  Froioritk  M.  Follet^o  ArtaUrf. 

Whiton'a  (John  C.)  Infimtry.    See  Ma$aaohu§ett9  Troopi,  43d  BegimoKL 

Whitty'a  (Jasper  IL)  Infontry.    See  New  York  Troops,  €»th  Begimfnt, 

'Wleatling'a  (George  B.)  Infimtry.    See  Pennsylvania  Troops,  I77ih  Be§imenL 

'Wilkina'  (Edward)  Infiantry.    See  Maryland  Troops,  Union,  2d  Bofimoni,  EeMm 

Shore  Home  Ouarde. 
'Williama'  (Aagnstns  H.  D. )  Cavalry.    See  Penneylvania  Droops,  lUh  BegimemL 
'Williama'  (Bohert)  Cavalry.    See  Maeeadinsetts  Troops,  Isi  BegimenU 
Willaon'a  (John  M.)  Cavalry.    See  8,  H,  Mix's  Cavalry. 

Wilaon'a  (William  B.)  Artillery.    See  New  York  Troops,  Ut  Begiment,  Batier^  F. 
'Winana'  (Ira)  Infimtry.    See  New  York  Droops,  Wth  Begiment, 
Woodford'a  (Stewart  L.)  Infantry.    See  New  York  Troops,  197fA  Begimeml, 
'Wren'a  (John  F.)  Cavalry.    See  Virginia  Troops,  iOih  Battalion. 
"Wiighfa  (C.  O.)  Infantry.    See  North  Carolina  Troops,  Confederate, 
'Wilght'a  (S.  T.)  Artillery.    See  Virgima  Troops, 
"Wyatf  a  (Jamea  W.)  Artillery.    See  Virginia  Troops. 

Tonng'a  (W.  L.)  Artillery.    See  North  CaroHma  Troops,  Confederate,  lOtik  BattaBm. 
Zabrialde'a  (Ahram)  Infantry.    See  New  Jereey  Troops,  9th  BegimemL 
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Abandoned  and  Captiued  Piupaiiy.    See  B^fitgtmy  AiaodMM  aad  ^fiamiMMd 
ZaMif. 

▲bUtta.  W.    Mentioned 342 

▲berorombia^  John  J.    Mentioned.^ 971,323,379,606 

Abaenteea.    Commanioations  from 

Pavis,  Jeifexeon 1063 

Hill,  D.  H 1068 

Lee,  Robert  E 1066 

North  CaroliDa,  Goyernor  of 821,860,928 

A.  C.  Biodailok,  Sloop.    Mentioned 431,437 

Aokarly,  Albert  J.    Mentioned 140 

Adam%  Thomaa.    Mentioned 880 

Adama,  Zachaxiah  T.    Mentioned 34,1019 

Adjntant-General'a  Ofllce,  U.  &  A. 

Correspondence  with  Xnnis  N.  Palmer 678.69f 

Orders,  General,  aeriea  1862:  No.  214,  492. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863:  Na  88,  C80. 
.^4intant  and  Inapeotor  General'a  Ofltoe,  C.  8.  A. 
Correspondence  with 

Beaoregaid,  O.  T 817,826,833,1031 

Elcey,  Arnold 1058 

Evans,  N.O 114 

French,  Samnel  G 773,846,861,864,873,1028 

Hill,  A.  P 8»8 

Hill,D.  H 1028,1032,1084,1061,1067,1079,1082,1064 

Lee,  BobertE 875,1028,1029,1034 

Longstreet,  James 895, 

900, 907, 909, 913, 914, 918, 927, 930, 1029, 1032, 1034, 1037 

Martin,  W.P 851 

Milligan,J.  P 741 

Morris,  W.  S 958 

Pickett,  George  E 884 

Richmond  Press 958 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 848,913,922 

Winder.  J.  H , 931 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  69,  748. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  No.  34,  953;  No.  112,  1095. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1862:  No.  211,  743;  No.  262,  770;  No.  288,  793; 

No.  298,  807. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  32,  872 ;  No.  44, 889 ;  No.  99, 1020 ;  No. 
116,  1062;  No.  122,  1070;  No.  127,  1077. 

Alkm^Mr.    Mentioned 456 
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AlAbttiui  (890).  C.  8.  &    MeDtioned 4BS,^ 

Atetwma  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Jjight---Batt9ri09 :  McmtsooMry  Tme  Blues,  190, 191. 

Infimtry— CdJnpoff/M  .*  Avlretf  ■»  154, 50a.    Rtginwrtt :  4th,  788 ;  44tli,  336^ 
337,637;  Mth,  33a 
Albenuurle,  Dtotilot  of  tbs.    (Union.)    See  North  CaroUma,  Depmrtmma  •/. 

Aldon,  Alonio.    Mentioned SS^iff 

Alart,  Steamer.    Mentioned ^^ 

Alert,  U.  8.  &    Mentioned 878,596,611,617,63 

Alexander,  Schooner.    Mentioned ^ GS 

AlezBiider,  Aldon.    Mentioned 191 

AlezBiider,  Barton  8.    Mentioned ^ 

Alexander,  B.  P.    Mentioned 9C 

Alexander,  John  M.    Mentioned Is 

Alexander,  W.  T.    Correepondenoe  with  Bngineer  Department,  C.  S.  A & 

Alftnd,  Bamnel  BC    Mentioned ill. 

441, 448, 487, 46B,  486^  «M,  489, 633»  64fi»  574, 876^  877, 73S»  736^  Iffie 

Steam  Tug.    Mentioned ^ 

uShip.    Mentioned • •••..•••....     5e^ 

Allen,  Acting  Maeter.    Mentioned U 

Allen,  L.BC.    Mentioned 8B3,867,SBS 

Allen,  Richard  J.    Mentioned 364,36 

Allen,  ^KT.  A.    Mentioned IflSo 

Allen,  William.    Mentioned :& 

^KTilliamA.    Mentioned 117-411 

aoe.    Mentioned .• &S& 

Aiii%  Jamea  A.    Mentioned 71.:^ 

Alliflon,  Steamer.    Mentioned 58^106,106,178,181,188,883,394,839,337,648 

Amea,  J.  P.    Mentioned •••••••• SI 

Amory,  Thomaa  J.  C. 
OoReapondenoe  with 

Foeter,  John  O ^....     SB 

Moecl^ll,  John  F ST 

Mentioned 91,«, 

87, 54-67, 66»  81,  fl5»  187, 189, 130, 186^  837, 846,  848, 851,  868, 343, 345,  Stf. 
349, 351, 366, 378, 408, 411, 488, 500, 684, 633»  548, 577, 668»  865, 866, 678,  nS 
BepoitBof 

Uoldaboroiigh,  N.  C.   OperationBDeo.  14-17, 1868,  during  ezpeditioii  to.      75 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Demonstration  on,  Nor.  11, 1868 M 

Anderson^  (General.    Mentioned • 4S 

Anderson,  Aroher.    Mentioned 9Sb 

For  correspondenoe  as  Assistant  A^ntant-Geneial,  lee  D,  B.  BUL 
Anderson,  Port,  N.  C.    Attsok  on,  March  14, 1863w 
Commnnioations  from 

Andenon,  Hiram,  Jr IS 

Bacstow,  Nathaniel  S 173 

Foster,  J.  G 185 

Co-operation  of  KaTy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 170-178,104,186,193,194 

Reports  of 

Barstow,  Nathaniel  S m 

Pettigrew,J.  J 190 

Taylor,  DsYid  A lijl 

See  also 
March  6-10, 1863.  New  Beme^K.  C.    SoBpedUhmftrmuL    Rtporf^ 
FHoker.  Joc^h.  Skykr,  Dsfld  A. 
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9oKt,  v.  O.   Attaek  od,  Manh  14, 1863— Oootmned. 
Seealao 

IfAreh  SAd,  1863.  JT^tr  Beme,  JT.  C.    J&i^padiMoii  o^iMt.    Separii  o/ 

Fott«r«  John  0.  Hill,  D.  H. 

HMkall,  John  O.  Petttgrair,  John  J. 

AndanoDi  O.  T.    Mentioned 968, 606, 607,  €32^  090, 916, 917, 1083 

Anderaon.  Rbram,  Jr. 

Comepondenoe  with  John  O.  Foster 185 

Mentioned 100,172.184-186,500.577 

Andsnoo,  John  P.    Mentioned 512,5d6 

F6r  oonespondenee  as  Assistant  A^JatMit-General,  see  Hmrjf  W,  WuhXU, 

Anderaon,  mofaard  H.    Mentioned 488 

Andrew,  John  A.    Mentioned 391,395,461 

Andxewa»  ^KTilUam  O.    Mentioned 849 

Andrawa»  WUUam  8. 

Mentioned 868 

Report  of  expedition  from  Torktown,  Va.,  April  1, 1963 957 

Angrt,  Jamea  R.    Mentioned 64,65 

Annie  L.Bdwarda,  Schooner.    Mentioned ^ 223.284.242 

AntJooh  Chnroh,  Va.    Skirmish  at.  May  23, 1868.    See  Norfolk  and  Pekro' 
hwrg  Railroad,  Va.    OperatUnu  on  the,  Ma§  15-28, 1863. 

Arago,  Steamer.    Mentioned 470 

Aimfleld,  R.  P.    Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina   866 

Armiateed,  A.  D.    Mentioned 92a 

Anniatead,  L.  A.    Mentioned 385.915,917.929,1038.1090 

Armor.  David  M.    Mentioned 181,500 

Anna,  Ammnnition.  etc.    Supplies  of.    See  M%niHon»  of  War. 

Anny  Cotpa.  7th.  Department  of  Virginia.    Orders,  General  and  SpeciaL 

See  Firginia,  Departmomt  of, 
Jkxwocf  Coip%  9th. 

Bnmside,  Ambrose  E.,  resumes  command  of 539 

Composition  of  Third  Division  of.  left  in  Department  of  Viricinia 570 

Third  Division  of,  tranaferred  to  Suffolk,  Va 3,668,568 

Transfer  of.  to  the 

Ohio,  Department  of 3,562-565.946.948-050.953.954,956.966 

Virginia,  Department  of 2.149.534,536.876.877.879.888.889,896 

AnnyCorp%  18th,  Department  of  North  Carolina. 

Brigade  and  division  organization  resumed 508.599 

Constitated 492 

Foater,  JohnG.,  assigned  to  command 492 

Orders,  General  and  SpeciaL    See  North  Carolina,  Department  of,    (  Union,) 
Anny  Corpa,  Longatraef a.   Transfer  of,  for  defense  of  Richmond.  2, 876, 880. 882-864 
4xmy  Htedqnartera. 
Correspondence  with 

Barnard,  JohnG 718 

Bnmside,  Ambrose  E 491.497.511.537.539 

Cnllnm,  George  W 718 

Dlz,JohnA 11,126,285,378.382.384-390.398,393, 

305. 306. 396-401, 406. 409. 417. 435. 456. 459^62,  466, 473, 477-479, 482. 487. 
488, 490-492. 494. 496. 497, 502. 503, 508. 509. 511. 513, 515,  517. 518. 522. 528. 
089. 531. 534, 536, 549. 551, 553, 555, 556. 558. 563.  568, 570, 579, 603, 608, 610, 
ei3, 618-880. 628. 624, 625, 632. 634-636 .649. 653, 657. 660. 663, 666.  671. 679, 
682,686-689.699,701,704-707.709,711.717-720,  726-727,  730,  732,738,740 
Department,  U.  S.  A 640 
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CkmeBpondenoe  with 

Foster,  John  G 401»  414, 447,467, 460,  478, 481, 469,490,580, 

624,530,533,538,541,549,566,569,022,623,627,659,699,700,709,711,713 

Hefaiteelman,  SamnelP 606,637 

Hooker,  Joaeph 683,709 

Keyee,  Eiaamos  D 6e&-5e9, 601 ,  592, 505, 696, 599, 601 ,  603, 604, 609, 739 

King,  Buftae 706,706 

MoClellan,  George  B 375 

lIaiiB6eld,  J.  K.  F 385 

Naglee,  Henry  M 607,608 

Nftvy  Department,  U.  8 388 

Pkitaner,  InniB  N 612,617,637 

Piaike,  JohnG 565 

Pedk,  John  J 391, 

478, 600, 605, 606^  610, 614, 619, 690, 696, 632, 653, 667, 684, 692 

Totten,  J.  G 712 

Orders,  General,  series  1862:  Na  410,  498. 

Orders,  Special,  aeries  1862:  Na  229,  387;  No.  290,  427;  No.  894,  482; 

No.  414,  494. 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  125,  563;  No.  136,  567;  No.  190,  660; 

No.  200,  686 ;  No.  249,  740. 
Review  of  report  of  Board  of  Army  OfDoeis  on  defenses  of  Torktown,  Va. .      381 
Anny  Transportatioa.    SappUes  o£    See  MumUiona  of  War. 

Arnold,  H.  N.  T.    Mentioned 515 

Arnold,  Job. 

Mentioned 63,378 

Beport  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Not.  1-12, 1862 23 

Arnold,  John  B.    Mentioned 1098 

Arnold,  Joaeph  B.    Mentioned 734 

Anow,  Steamer. 

Qmiftan  of  the,  May  15, 1868. 
OommnnicationB  ftom 

Peek,  John  J 732 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 366 

Yiele,  Egbert  L 366 

Wessells,  Henry  W 366 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 365 

Reports  of 

Porter,  FranoisE 965 

Boberto,W.  Dewees 356 

Mentioned 355,3.S6,731 

Aiotlo,  C.  S.  S.    Mentioned 820,863 

Aahby,  Gtoorge  B.    Mentioned 64 

Ashland,  Va.    Skirmishat,  May  3,  1863 3 

A.  8.  Paaroy,  Schooner.    Mentioned 40S 

Averell,  1B7.  "W.    Mentioned 382 

Avery,  'William  B.    Beport  of  affair  near  Shiloh,  N.  C. ,  Sept.  20, 1862 14 

Avirett,  John  Alfred,  Jr.    Mentioned 608 

Aylett*s,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  May  5, 1863.    See  King  to  Haneek,  p.  706. 

B .    Mentioned 10S2 

Baboook,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 357,417,425,427,432,699 

Baboock,  Conrtlandt  G.    Mentioned 100 

Babcock,  O.  B.    Mentioned.. .•••  •••• •• 666 

Ballsy,  D.J.    Mentioned •••••••m.  ••••••••••••••••••••••••  ••••••••••     4S9 
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r.JolmL.   Mentknied ., 881 

Bally ,  Oeorg»  ^B7.    IfentioDed •••       44 

Baird,B.  R 

CoTTMpondenoe  with  War  Department,  C.S 1091 

Mentioned 1091 

Baker,  Horace  P.    Mentioned 62, 171,217 

Bakar,  John  A. 

ConeepoDdenoewithW.  H.  C.  Whiting 881,844,860,851,858 

Mentioned 70,114,664,851,913,963,1037,1039 

Baker,L.  B.    Mentioned 1088 

Baker, 'William  N.    Mentioned 62 

Ball,  IKrilUam  B.    Mentioned 777 

Ball,  ^KTIlBOD  P.    Mentioned 100 

Banka,  Nathaniel  P.    Mentioned 37,108,393,469,464,482,487,488,490,790,801 

Barber's  Croaa-Roads,  Va.    Skirmiah  at.  May  23, 1863.    See  Nmfoik  mid  Pe^ 
tershmrg  StMroad^  Va,    OperadUmB  onthe^  Mai/ 16-88^  1863. 

Barbour,  ^KTUl  M.    Mentioned 961 

Barker,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 44 

Barkadale,  R.    Mentioned •• 896 

Barnard,  John  O. 

Coneapondence  with  Anny  HeadqnarteiB 712 

Mentioned 712 

Bame%  Mr.    Mentioned 144 

Bamea,  David  A.    For  ooneepondenoe,  eto.,  see  North  Corolina^  Governor  of, 
Barney,  Commodore,  U.  8. 8.    Mentioned ....  277, 278, 306, 319, 425, 639, 660, 672, 702 

Barreda,  P^dexloo  L.    Mentioned 423 

Barrlagton,  Stephen  Q.    Mentioned • 951,1023 

Barrowa,  A.  L.    Mentioned • 944,945 

Baratow,  Nathaniel  8. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 172 

Mentioned 61,170-172,184,1% 

Report  of  attack  on  Fort  Anderson,  N.  C,  March  14, 1863 1% 

Bartholomew,  "Walter  O. 

Mentioned 145-147,640,736 

Report  of  demonstration  on  Plymooth,  K.  C,  March  10-13, 1863 199 

Bartlett,  Oeorge'W.    Mentioned 67,366 

For  correspondence  as  Acting  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  H,  C.  Lee, 
Barton,  Jamea. 

Mentioned 238 

Report  of  expedition  toward  Kinston,  N.C.,  April  16-21, 1863 238 

Baaaett,  BamneL    Mentioned • 315 

Batohelder^a  Creek,  N.  C. 

Expedition  fh)ni,  Feb.  12-13, 1863. 

Inventory  of  Ordnance,  etc.,  captnred  at  Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C 155 

Reports  of  John  Riohter  Jones 153,154 

Skirmishes  at. 

Feb.  10,  1863 2 

May  23,  1863.    See  Kinston,  N,  C,    Demonstration  oh,  May  20-23^  1863. 

Banghman,  Charlea.    Mentioned 67 

Bayley,  Samuel  H.    Mentioned 206 

Baylor,  Thomaa  G. 
Conespondence  with 

Johnson,  A.  B 664 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  S.  A 672 

Mentioned 482.664,667 
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Beaoh,  Franols.    HentioDed 877.294,  SIS,  67&^  735 

Beatty,  BCOler.    Mentioned 366,722 

Beaufort,  Diatriot  o£    C^nion.)    See  North  CwroUma,  Dtparhnent  of» 

Boaomont,  Bvgena  B.    Mentioned 632 

Beauregard,  G.  T. 

Coireepondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  OiBoe,  C.  8.  A 617,826,833,1031 

Fraeer,  John,  ACo 781,783 

Hill,  D.  H 882,1007,1012,1017,1021,1030,1036 

Longstreet,  James 206 

Meroer,  H.  W 817 

Pryor,  Roger  A 720 

Smith,  Gasta^ns  W 606,813,886,833,836 

Walker,  W.S 1013 

War  Department,  C.  8 799,811-813.816,822,1012,1013,1017 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 780, 791, 805, 806, 816, 821,882,825- 

8*^7,833,  836,  638,  839,  842,  850,871,875,  881,1011,  1012,  1017,  1035,  1056 

Mentioned ...  IG7, 106, 210, 740, 790, 799, 802^04, 812, 615, 816, 830, 832, 833, 844, 849, 

858, 864, 867, 868, 871-873, 875, 876, 882, 892, 897, 907, 906, 911, 912, 926, 968, 

972, 977, 97»-982, 967, 998, 1014-1017, 1022, 1032, 1052, 1076, 1060, 1081, 1089 

Beaver  Dam  Chnroh,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Dee.  1, 1662 2 

Beokham,  R.  F.    Mentioned 743,768 

Beecher,  Henry  B.    Mentioned 260 

Beeoher,  Lina.    Mentioned 72,221 

Beegle,  Daniel  F.    Mentioned 97,108 

Beger,  Charles.    Mentioned ^ 302,303,576,734.1094 

Behm,  Charlea  F.  W.    Mentioned 45,47,259 

Belden,  Nathan  ▲.    Mentioned 328 

Belger,  Jamea.    Mentioned 22,23,64,65,83,246.251,252,469,501,578,737 

Belknap,  Jonathan  EL    Mentioned 577,737 

BeU,  Mr.    Mentioned 196 

Be]l,l>.    Mentioned 750,768 

Bell,  William  F.    Mentioned 914 

Belo,  A.  H.    Mentioned 336-340 

Belvldere,  Steamer.    Mentioned 442,490,501,508 

Benbow,  H.  L.    Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 873 

Bender,  "W.  G. 

CorreHpondenoe  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 7S7 

Mentioned 759,765 

Benjamin,  Jndah  P.    Mentioned 1056 

Benjamin,  Samnel  N.    Mentioned 565 

Benning,  Henry  L.    Mentioned 667,688,690,692,1044 

Benson,  Harvey  "W.    Mentioned 258 

Benson,  Leon.    Mentioned 157.158 

Bernard,  Mr.    Mentioned • 468 

Berry,  Major.    Mentioned 654 

Bice,  Augustua  G.    Mentioned 100 

Bierer,  Everard.    Mentioned 240, 242, 949, 578,  rj7 

Biggs,  Herman.    Mentioned 259,457.512 

Big  Swilt  Creek,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  April  19,  1863.    See  lUMrarg  Ut  BH- 
gadtf  6th  DivUion,  ISth  Army  Corps,  p.  254. 

Biroham,  Henry.    Mentioned 294 

BIrohmeyer,  Pan!    Mentioned 63,66,67 


iHDEZ.  1111 


Blac&watar,  V% 

EzpeditioD  toward  the,  Jan.  8-10, 1863.    Beport  of  Samuel  P.  Spear 185 

Reoonnaiaaanooa  to  the,  Deo.  8-12, 180d. 

CommimioatioDS  ftom 

Diz,  JohnA 489,478,479 

French,  SamnelG 45 

Peck,  John  J 41,42,469,477-479 

See  alio  Dix  to  SaUeek,  p.  46a 

Co-operation  of  Nayy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 40-42 

Reports  of 

Diz,JohnA 37,38 

Peck,  John  J 38-40 

Sikea,J.H 43 

fikirmiahes  at  and  on  the. 

Oet.3,  1862. 

Conmmnicationa  ftom  John  J.  Peck 414 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 15,18,19 

fieportsof 

Dix,  John  A 15,16 

Manhall,  J.K 18 

Peck,  JohnJ 16,17 

Oct.  29, 1862 1 

Dec  2,  1862. 

CommnnicattooB  ftom  John  A.  Dix • 470 

See  alao  Peck  to  HaUeok,  p.  472. 
Beportaof 

Dix,  JohnA 35 

Peck,  John  J 36 

Blaokwater  Bridge^  Va.     SUrmieh  at  Not.  14,  1862.     See   8^folk,   Fa. 

OperaHoM  about,  Nov.  12-14, 1862. 

BlaokweU.  R.  ^KT.    Mentioned 896 

Blagden,B.  R.    Mentioned 170 

Blair, 'WllUam  H.    Menticmed 576,734,1094 

Blake,  B.C.V.    Mentioned 544,545,560 

BlakOfJohn  A.    Mentioned 288,576 

Blake,  ^KTllUam  & 

Correepondenoe  with  John  A.  Dix 545 

Mentioned 394,399,400,404,425,587 

Blockade.    Enforcement  and  efficiency  ot    Commnnioations  ftom 

Army  Headquarters 417 

Beauregard,  G.  T 781 

Dix,  JohnA 382,394,396,404,406,408,409,412,414,417,418,421, 

426,  427,  431, 435-440, 443, 445, 449, 451, 454, 493, 540, 542, 544, 545, 553, 739 

Edisto,  Bark,  Master  of 621 

Fraser,  JohnA  Co 783 

Harris,  T.  A 510 

Lee,&  P 393,394,399,400,402,408, 

413, 416, 417, 420, 422, 425^  426, 428, 430, 432, 433. 438-440, 447, 490, 507, 510, 

515,  534,  541,  544,545,547,560,553,580,587,588,505,621,651,738,740,741 

Lincoln,  Abraham 452 

KaTy  Department,  U.  8 429,430,448,452 

Tieasnry  Department,  U.  S 450 

IHele,  Egbert  L 384 

War  Department,  U.  S 430,433,443,451,462,454 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 780,938,939 

See  also  Diar  to  Xm,  p.  409 ;  Peoifc  to  Dix,  p.  540;  Dte  to  Fadk,  p.  541. 
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Blodgett,  J.J.    Mentioned 134,138 

Blount,  Mr.    Mentioned 196,196 

Bloant,  J.  G.    Mentioned 334,335 

Blonnf  ■  Creek,  N.  C.    Action  at,  April  9, 1863.    Beport  of  Fftuieis  B.  Bptnola.      245 
See  also  Itinerariee  of  Palmer,  p.  219 ;  ^^^Jiola,  p.  254 ;  and  reports  of  Spiuoia, 
pp.  244.247. 

Blimt,  Asa  P.    Mentioned 606 

Board  of  Army  OflOcara.    Defenaee  of  Torktown,ya. 

Appointed 379 

Beport  of 379 

Boviewof  report  of,  by  G.  W.  CaUnm 381 

Boggan,  "W.  H.    Mentioned lOSO 

Bogga,  Franda  J. 

Mentioned 36,37,396,331,332 

Keport  of  capture  of  Battery  Hager,  Ya.,  April  19, 1863 333 

Bolloa.  John  A. 

Appointed  '  *  Provost  Jndge ''  for  Department  of  Virginia 508 

Mentioned 503 

For  correspondence  ae  Aide-de-Gamp,  see  John  A.  Dix, 

Bolton,  Henry.    Mentioned 869 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon.    Mentioned 609 

Booker,  L.    Mentioned 335 

Boomer,  B.    Mentioned 210 

Boughton,  Horaoe.    Mentioned 734 

Bovey,  A.  E.    Mentioned 654 

Bo^7diali,Iaaac  B.    Mentioned 272,280 

Bowen,  Mr.    Mentioned 570 

Bowen,  J.J.    Mentioned 512 

Bowen,  M.    Mentioned 498,506 

Bo^ven,  N.    Mentioned 565 

Bowler,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 91,469,500 

Boseman,  D.  L.    Mentioned 336 

Brabble,  E.  C.    Mentioned 810,951,954,1057 

Bracken,  John.    Mentioned 315 

Bradford,  J.  A.  J.    Mentioned 865 

Bradford.  "W.  D.    Mentioned 331,332,334 

Bradley,  Thomaa.    Mentioned S75 

Brady,  A.  M.    Mentioned 44 

Brady,  H.  J.    Mentioned 575 

Bragg,  Braxton.    Mentioned 284, 727, 612, 813, 616,  iflO 

Braham,  J.  B.    Mentioned 437 

Branch,  E.  B.    Mentioned 1037 

Branch,  Jamea.    Mentioned 809 

Bratton,  John.    Mentioned 564,583 

Brlgga,  Smith,  Steamer.    Mentioned 268, 

276, 277, 280, 610, 613, 616, 620, 636, 654, 674, 697 

Brlgham,  Charlea.    Mentioned 369 

Brlghtman,  Nicholaa  "W.    Mentioned 70 

Brilliant,  Schooner.    Mentioned 475 

Brinkerhoff,  Captain.    Mentioned 157,158 

Briatol,L.  A.    Mentioned 122 

Bxitiah  Conanl,  Charleston,  B.  C.    For  oorrespondenoe,  etc.,  see  ff,  P. 

Walker. 
Britton,  ^KTilliam  T.    Mentioned 19 
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Brook,  XLH.    Mentloii0d 

Brookway,  C.  B.    Mentioned 576 

Bxodeilok,A.  C,  Sloop.    Mentioned 431,437 

Bxooksy  John,  Bleamer.    Mentioned 60S 

Bronnon,  David.    Mentioned..... 89 

Bronaon,  Btaphon.    Mentioned 701 

Brown,  Mentioned 662 

Brown, .    Mentioned 990 

Brown,  A.  Banaon.    Mentioned 95 

Brown,  C.  H.    Mentioned 967 

Brown,  Bdward  L.    Mentioned 153,154,514 

Brown,  Bdward  P.    Mentioned 320 

Brown,  Bnooh.    Mentioned 880 

Brown,  O.H.    Mentioned « 195,196 

Brown,  H.  ^B7.    Mentioned 737 

Brown,  Jiaok. 

Coneepondenoe  with  Arnold  Elsey 931 

Mentioned 808,866,901,917,968,997.996 

Brown,  John.    Mentioned 130 

Brown,  John  C.    Mentioned 538,546,574 

Brown,  John  B.    Mentioned 801,808,572,945,946,963 

Brown,  J.  ^B7.    Mentioned 874 

Brown,  ^B7|]]|am R.    Mentioned 676,734 

Brown,  ^B7.  Zieroy.    Mentioned 1098 

Bmoe,  O.  A.    Mentioned 316,380 

Bryan,  B.  P.    Mentioned 876 

Bryant,  Andraw  8.    Mentioned 369 

Boahler,  Charlaa  H.    Mentioned 877,575,734,1093 

Bnall,  Claranoaw    Mentioned 878,895 

Bafhun,  Martin  P.    Mentioned 319,575,735 

Bnnoh,  Robart.    Mentioned 781 

Bnntlng;  Samnal  R.    Mentioned 971,998 

Boating,  Tbomaa  O.    Mentioned 198 

Bordan,  Hanry,  Steamer.    Mentioned 699,601 

Bnrgeaa»  Comalina.    Mentioned 869 

Bnrgeaa,  ITloholaa.    Mentioned 269 

Bnrgaai^  Peter.    Mentioned 869 

Bnrgaaa,  Stephen.    Mentioned 869 

Bnrgwyn,  H.  K.,  jr.    Mentioned 192 

Borhana,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 677 

Bnrka,  P.B.    Mentioned 43 

Burka,  Jamas  C.    Mentioned 1093 

Borke,  ^KrilUam  H.    MenUoned 157,158,846,851 

Bnrlaaon,  Aaa  R.    Mentioned 880 

Bnmhaniy  George  8.    Mentioned 734 

Bnma, 'WiUiam  "W.    Mentioned 665 

Bnmaida,  Ambroaa  B. 

Aasignmeute  to  oommand 639 

Co-operation  of^  with  Dix  and  Foster.    Communioations  from  Army  Head- 
quarters       497 

Ckxrrespondenoe  with 

Army  Headquarters 491,497,511,537,539 

French,  WiUiam  H 502 

Parke,  John  a 563-^66 

Quartermaster-General's  Office,  U.  S.  A 636 
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Bumalde,  Ambrofle  B.— Conti&iiAd. 

Mentioied IS,  284. 484, 457, 477-479, 469-485, 486, 507, 606,  UK, 

539, 565, 567, 570, 784, 789, 813, 814, 617-880, 630, 637-639, 644, 888, 863, 886, 
889,  907,  906,  911,944,  946,948,950,  963,  964,960,961,963,966,  1030,1047 

Resumes  oommuid  of  9th  Anny  Corps 639 

Burnt  Oxdinaiy,  Vs. 

Beoonnaiisanoe  to,  Deo.  17,1662 9 

Sklnmsh  at,  Jan.  19, 1863.    See  WUUamu^mrgf  Va.    Soomiflrom^  Jam.  10, 
1863. 

Burpee,  Thomas  F.    Mentioned 736 

Burrongha,  Mr.    Mentioned 308 

Bnnonghs,  Edgar.    Mentioned 744,740 

Bush,  Elisabeth,  Schooner.    Mentioned 534 

Bush,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 634 

Bnahnall,  Lyndea  C.    Mentioned 388 

Bust,  Edward.    Mentioned 666 

Bvateed,  Richard. 

Asrignments  to  oommaad 488 

Conespondenoe  with 

Dix,  JohnA 568,660 

Keyes,  Erasmos  D 806 

Lewis, WiUiam 808,904 

Mentioned 906,488,668,576,1004 

Report  of  skirmish  at  WiUiamsbnrg,  Va.,  March  89, 1663 903 

Butiar,  Angoatna  G.    Mentioned 70 

Bntlar,  Charloa.    Mentioned 196 

Butter,  Emory.    Mentioned 69 

Bntler,  Franoia  E.    Mentioned 966 

Bnttarfield,  Daniel.    MoDtioned  649,660,66SMn6 

For  correspondence,  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Jotepk  Hooker, 

Butts,  Charlea  "W.    Mentioned 36,37,960 

Bnyera,  John.    Mentioned 514 

Busaell,  LeiiTis  H.    Mentioned 968 

Byrd,  Samuel  P.    Mentioned 966 

Byrd'a  Plantation,  Ware  River,  Va.    Expedition  to,  April  1, 1868.   See  ToH^- 
toum,  Va,    SxpedUion/romf  April  1, 1863. 

Byrne,  JohiL    Mentioned 141 

C- .    Mentioned 1088 

Cabot,  Bdward  C.    Mentioned 577 

Cady,  A.  Laater.    Mentioned 64,73,177 

Cahawba,  Steamer.    Mentioned 498,501,508 

Cambloaa,  Henry  8.    Mentioned 565 

Cameron,  John  "W.    Mentioned 1068 

Campbell,  David.    Mentioned 11,388 

Campbell,  EdiMrard.    Mentioned 577 

Campbell,  J.  A.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1062 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  as  Asst.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Dtpturtmemi^  C.  8, 

Cantwoll,  J.  L.    Mentioned 780,984 

Cantwell,  T.  J.    Mentioned > 978 

Cape  Fear,  Distxlot  of  the.    (Confederate.) 

Confederate  troops  in.    Organisation,  strength,  etc. 

Deo.  31,1868 809 

Jan.  15,1863 879 

Jan.  31,1663 666,866 
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Gftpe  Pear,  Dfskxiot  of  the.    (Coiifederat«)-<;oDtl]ii]ed. 
ConliBderate  troops  in.    Organization,  dtrength,  eto. 

Feb.  8«,ia63 901 

March  10, 18e3 916,917 

March  16, 1863 922 

Report  of  siege  guns  and  field  artillery  in 1049 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C,  assigned  to  command  of 770 

Cappa,  Bdward  "W.    Mentioned 1070 

Captured  Property.    See  Abandoned  and  CapUtred  Prcpertjf. 

Cazraway. 'WiUlam  ^B7.    Mentioned 767 

Cazrlngton,  C.  EL    Mentioned •• 874 

CairoU,  Gray. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Shnmaker « 329 

Mentioned 332,334 

Caxnnrllle,  Va. 

Affair  near,  Not.  17, 1802.    Beport  of  John  J.  Ftoek 33 

Skirmishes  near. 

Oct.  16,  1862 I 

May  15-16, 1863^    See  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  BaUroad,  Fa,    OperatUm$ 
on  ike,  May  12-26, 1863. 

Gartwxight,  Charlaa  B.    Mentioned 299 

Cartwrlght,  John.    Mentioned 259 

Caae,A.L.    Mentioned 423,426,427,666 

Caaey,  aUaa.    Mentioned 100,392,460 

Caaey,  Thomaa  !■.    Mentioned 457 

Caakle,  ^^.H.    Mentioned 334,336 

Caapar  Heft,  Schooner.    Mentioned 416 

Caaaelman, 'William.    Mentioned 310 

Caaaela,  John.    Mentioned 674 

CaatellOy  Jack.    Mentioned 74 

Caaton, .    Mentioned 176 

Caaton,  Z.M.    Mentioned 170,178 

Caswell,  Adir  IKT.    Mentioned 366 

Caswell,  Port,  N.  C.     Engagement  at,  Febmary  23, 1863 2 

CatteU  A  Moore.    Mentioned 416.417,427 

Canaey,  C.  H.    Correspondence  with  William  Norris . . .978, 993, 1026, 1066, 1058, 1067 

Cedar  Point,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  March  7-10,  1863 3 

Cerea,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 213-216,218,223,236,242-244 

Chamberlin,  Jamea  R. 

Mentioned 30,70-72,159,163,247 

Report  of  demonstration  on  Kinston,  N.  C,  March  6-8, 1862 163 

Chamberlin,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 264 

Chambera,  John  O. 

Mentioned 26,76,468,601 

Report  of  operations  Deo.  11-16,  1862,  expedition  to  Gk>ldsboroagh,  N.  C.        78 

Chambliaa,  John  R.,  jr.    Mentioned 751,764 

Champion,  Steamer.    Mentioned 610 

ChanoeUonvlIle  Campaign.    April  27-May  6, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A. . .  1026, 1029, 1032, 1034. 1037 

Dix,  JohnA 671,680.706,714 

Ehiey,  Arnold 1058 

HUl^D.  H 1034 
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Chancelloravllle  Campaign.    April  S7-]Cay  6, 1863— Contimiad. 
Conimnnications  from 

Hooker,  Joseph 644,658,667,67S,679,6B3,0B4,691, 

Lee,  Bobert  £ lOEM,  1088.1Q29»  1049 

Lee,  W.  H.  F 1045 

LongBtreet,  James 1038, 1033, 1037, 1042, 104S,  1050 

Peck,  John  J 644, 666, 667, 680, 683-685,  Oltt,  709 

War  Department,  C.  8 1047 

See  also  Dix  to  HMter,  p.  667. 

Co-operation  of  Dix  and  Hooker 624, 

625, 649, 650, 690-692, 697-^99, 701, 702, 704-707, 709, 714, 797, 728 
See  also  SUmemam'a  Said,  April  2^Ma§  7,  1863. 

Chapin,  SamneL    Mentioned 90 

Cfaapman,  B.  F.    Mentioned 74 

Chapman,  8.  F.    Mentioned 335 

Charleston,  Steamer.    Mentioned 1022 

Charleaton,  8.  C.    Defenses  of.    Commnnications  from  G.  T.  Beanregaid 1017 

Charleston  Harbor,  8.  C.    Engagement  in,  April  7, 1863.    Commnnications 
from 

War  Department,  C.  S 962,971,972 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 962,978 

Chase,  8a]monP.    Mentioned 382,383,402,407,419.413, 

417-421, 423, 426, 427, 431, 433,  436, 438,  448. 449, 452, 456, 572, 573, 581.  587 
For  correspondence,  eta,  see  ^Veoturjr  DqwrfMsa<,  U,  B. 

Cheever,  Heory  A.    Mentioned 78 

Cherry,  J.  B.    Mentioned 1020 

Chesapeake,  Schooner.    Mentioned •• 425 

Chesebroagh,  Collins.    Mentioned 10 

Chestney,  T.  O.  For  correspondence,  etc.,  as  Asst.  A^t.  Gen.,  see  Arnold  JElMfg. 

Chilton,  R.  H.    Mentioned 866 

Chocnra,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 391 

Chnckatook,  Va. 

Affair  at,  April  23, 1863.    Communications  from  S.  P.  Lee 650 

Skirmish  at.  May  3, 1863.    See  AprU  ll-ifsf  4, 1863.    Sisga  of  dufolk,  Ts. 
B^^ortaof 

CvMby,  Hiram  B.  Gcttj,  Oeorfe  W. 

Datton,  Aithar  H.  Peek,  John  J. 

Church,  Oeorge  B.    Mentioned • 734 

Chmrohi]!,  Joseph  Bf.    Mentioned 350 

City  of  Hudson,  Steamer.    Mentioned 450 

Claassen,  Peter  J.    Mentioned 7S7 

Claibome,'W.  C.    Mentioned 31,43,249,7.55,906,1051,1089 

Clark,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 779 

Clark,  John  D.    Mentioned 65,366,368 

Clarke,  John  J.    Mentioned 989,1003,1025 

Clarke,  'William  J.    Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1013 

Clay,  CeoU.    Mentioned 131,132,367,369,514 

Cleandon,  Joseph.    Mentioned 893 

Cleary,  Richard  F.    Mentioned 100 

CUft,  Henry  D.    Mentiened 48,49 

CUngman,  Thomas  I«. 

Assignments  to  command 1034 

Oooaq^ondenoe  with  Govemor  of  North  CaxoUna 852 
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CUngman,  Thonuui  L.— ^Tontfamed* 

Mentioned 109-114,120, 

762,  770,  782,786,  791,  803,807-809,832,  833,  849,865,866,  878,882,  1013, 
1014,  1018,  1090, 1032,  1034-1036,  1041,  1042,  1048, 1067,  1068, 1079,  1086 

Report  of  engagement  at  GoldBboroagh  Bridge,  N.  C,  Deo.  17, 1868 117 

Clothing,  Camp  and  QmxxUoa  Bqoipage.    Snppliee  ot    See  JfiM<liMf  of 
War, 

Coale,  JohnH.    Mentioned — • • • 565 

Cochan,  Ftedetiok.    Mentioned 216,221 

Codman,  CharleaR. 

Mentioned 345,346,466,500,577,736 

Beportsof 

Goldsboroogh,  N.  C.    Operations  Dec.  14-16, 1862,  daring  expedition  to.        80 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Expedition  toward,  April  27-May  1, 1863 349 

Cofllald,  John.    Mentioned 552 

Coffin,  Frederic  J.    Mentioned 254,468,501,737 

Colling,  John  C.    Mentioned 59,60 

Colt,  J.  C.    Mentioned 143-145,750 

Cole,D.  Clinton.    Mentioned 100 

Cola,  Gaorge  W. 

Correspondence  with  Simon  H.  Mix 506,509 

Mentioned 56,91,92,506 

Report  of  operations  Deo.  12-16, 1862,  expedition  to  Ooldsborongh,  N.  C . . .        74 

Cola,  W^miam  M.    Mentioned 241 

Colaman,  Jamas.    Mentioned 666 

Colaman,  Thaddans.    Mentioned 930,1057,1064 

Colaman,  Thomas  K.    Mentioned 336,337 

Colhoan,  E.  R.    Mentioned 15 

ColUar,  Charlaa  I«.    Mentioned 570 

Colliar,  Gaorga  Waahington.    Mentioned HI 

Collina,  Alazandar. 

Mentioned 626 

Htatementof 526 

Collina,  C.  R.    Correspondanoe  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 756 

Collina,  Jamaa.    Mentioned 139 

Colorado,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 489 

Cdlorad  Troops.     Recraitment,  organization,  etc    Commonioations  from 

Foster,  John  0 723 

Stanly,  Ed 525 

See  also  AUeofc  to  Fottor,  p.  659. 
COsQfiiitt,  JL  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1074,1086 

Mentioned 1075,1078,1080,1086 

Oolqaitt,  Payton  H.    Mentioned 801,865,866,871 

Colaton,  R.  B. 

Assignments  to  command 807 

Mentioned 385,536, 

551,553,564,807,811,816,865,  888,891,  906,  909,  910.  916,  917,  1078,  1088 

Colyar,  Thomaa,  Steamer.    Mentioned 240,241,618,640,646 

Comfort,  Faliz.    Mentioned 50,501,577 

Commaroa,  Steamer.    Mentioned 277,305,658,659 

Commodoia  Bamay,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned ....  277, 278, 306, 319, 425, 639, 660, 672, 702 

Commodore  Bull,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 211,213-215 

Commodoia  Moixla,  U.  S.  a    Mentioned 256-258,596,607,696 
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Ckmunodore  Peny,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 48^146, 190, 355,688, 694,608 

Commodore  8.  F.  Dn  Pont,  Steamer.    Mentioned €61 

Condnot  of  tbe  War.    Commnnicafeions  from 

Dix,  John  A G64 

Foster,  John  G 470,471,496,497 

French,  Samuel  G 466,481,506,778,793,890,885 

Lee,  S.  P 666 

Martin,  J.  G 440,448 

Palmer,  Innis  N SBi 

Potter,  Edward  £ 4S4 

Sanden,£.  C 538 

Smith,  GnstavuB  W 471,779 

Stanly,  Ed 498 

See  alao  Dix  to  HalUok,  p.  568;  Bmieed  to  JMx,  p.  668;  Dto  to  Bmtoed,  p. 
569. 

Cone,  A.  F.    Mentioned 742 

Confederate  Troopa. 

Casualtiee.    Retomsof.  Engagement  at  Deserted  HoQae,ya.,  Jan.  30, 1863.       145 
Mentioned.    (Regalars.) 

Cavalry— ^fl^/msfffe:  7th,  43-45,  142, 180,216,236.247,949,253,670,671, 

755, 900, 963, 964, 1008, 1032, 1051. 
Signal  Corps— Small's,  462, 463. 

For  Volonteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organization,  strength,  etc 

Cape  Fear,  Distciot  of  the 809, 865, 866, 679, 901, 916»  917, 922 

Goldsborongh,  N.  C 807 

North  Carolina,  Department  of • 1066 

Richmond,  Department  of 807, 

810, 866, 901, 917, 900, 981, 968, 1096, 1058^  1050, 1086 

Sonthem  Virginia,  Department  of 978,1066,1067 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of 750, 

751, 759, 764, 788, 793, 865, 888, 900, 901, 915-917, 929>  990 
Becraitment^  organization,  etc.    Communications  fh>m 

A(yatant  and  Inflpeotor  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 868,1061 

Davis,  Jefferson •• 750 

French,  SamnelG 784 

Smith«  Gnstavns  W 756 

Conk,  Anthony.    Mentioned 411, 467, 468, 486, 49Sf,  532, 546, 574,  r34, 1093 

Connelly,  John  K. 

Mentioned 325, 327, 328, 332, 333, 340, 788,  lOOn 

Seportof  capture  of  Battery  Hnger,Va.,  April  19.1863 338 

Conneotlont,  Steamer.    Mentioned 502 

Conneotlont  Tkoopa.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^fl^/maiifi ;  ^dth,  271, 276, 287,  301, 303-305^  306, 312, 314, 317,  318^ 
562, 570,  575,  640, 676,  735 ;  10th,  22,  56,  69,  60,  64,  67,  81,  83,  84,  101,  104, 
378, 468,  500,  547, 548, 577, 679,  738 ;  llth,  287,  294,  301,  306,  312-315, 562, 
570, 575, 676, 7.35;  15th,  287, 294,  301, 306, 312-314,  570, 575, 676»  735;  16th, 
287, 294, 301,  306^  312, 314, 562, 570, 575,  676^  r35 ;  aiat,  278t  287, 301,  306, 
316, 318-322, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735 ;  2ad,  287, 318, 323, 6761, 734. 

Connolly,  J.  Townaend.    Mentioned 296 

Connor,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 967 

Conrad  Foac,  Schooner.    Mentioned 423,434 

Conron,  B.    Mentioned 272,294 

Ctanaoription  Aot.    £n£ncement  o^  in  North  Carolina 745-747, 

76»-754, 771-773, 821, 822, 880, 881, 886, 887«  998, 999 
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Convoy,  Steamer.    Mentioned 518 

Coirweli,  RnMeU  H.    Mentioned 00 

.F.    Mentioned 934 

r,  ^eoKie  T.    Mentioned 134,139 

Qotikm,  Jamas  W. 

Conespondenoe  with 

Engineer  Department^  C.  8.  A 787 

Owynn,  Walter 787 

Mentioned 766,767,777 

Oo6km,  Jolin  R.    Mentioned 666, 882, 888, 996, 1011-1014, 1018,  lOstt,  1030, 1041, 

104S,  1045,  1048, 1051,  1052,  1057.  1063,  1071,  1074-108:i,  1085, 1066, 1088 

Coon,  Bfyran  W.    Mentioned 70 

r,8anni0l.    Mentioned 784, 

789, 794, 833, 847, 927, 936, 1069, 1076, 1078, 1079, 1083 
For  eofxetpondenee,  eto.,  aee  J4^ti(a«t  oind  In$peelor  Gen^raPB  Q/lMf  C  &  A, 
Steamer.    Mentioned 765 


Conespondenoe  with  John  A.  IMx 464 

Mentioned 138, 

133-135, 139, 141. 271-274, 277-279, 286, 293-302, 305, 312, 315, 316, 461,  488, 
486-488, 490, 496,  497,  499,  517,  528,  575,  653,  676,  690,  705,  734,  834, 1003 
Beporteof 

Deserted  House,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 136 

8airolk,ya.    Siege  of,  April  11-May  4, 1863 286,«0 

Cora  Craek,  N.  C.    Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Nov.  18,1862 1 

March  7, 1863L    See  KinsUm,  N.  C.    DmmmttmHon  oa,  Monk  6-8y  1863. 
April  17-18, 1863.    See  ApoH  o/ JKNiry  PHaee,  p.  225. 

Corley,  James  Xk    Mentioned 1075 

Comog^  Otooffge  T.    Mentioned 140,200,573 

Comubla,  Steamer.    Mentioned • 911 

Conis,  Baaraal  J.    Mentioned 114 

Corse,  M.D.    Mentioned 341,583,680.915,917,929,946 

Cotttngham,  H.  M.    Mentioned 757 

Coooh,  Darins  N.    Mentioned 375,379,385,876 

CoonoHl,  J.  Cal'vin. 

Conespondenoe  with  Henry  A.  Wise 797-800 

Mentioned 795,796 

Comta-lCartlaL    Case  of  Jacob  P.  Wilson 11-13 

Coorta  of  Xnqniiy.    Case  of  William  Norris.    Facts  and  opinion 1095 

Cos,  Thaddena.    Mentioned 539 

Gkrnbb,  OeoKge  W.    Mentioned 303-305 

Gkmdle,  Henry.    Mentioned 157 

Craftflinoins  D.    Mentioned 68 

Creighton,  J.  B.    Mentioned 560 

Crosby,  Hiram  B. 

Mentioned 278,306,319,320,575 

Report  of  operations  May  3,  1863,  daring  siege  of  Saflblk,  Va 321 

Crosby,  Pieroe.    Mentioned 648,668,694,703 

Cross,  J.  Ii.    Mentioned 1082 

Crownlnaliidd,  Casper.    Mentioned 861,576 

GkiuHiaer,  U.  a  8.    Mentioned 510,.596 

Orattfllfield,  8.    Mentioned 335 
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Cnlbfeth,  W.  F.    KentioDed 198 

CnlleniBdgar  M.    Mentioned 737 

Collen,  J.  8.  D.    Mentioned 806 

Cnlliim,  Qeorge  W. 

Correepondence  with  Army  Headqn«rtoxs 719 

Mentioned 683,719 

For  correepondenee  as  Chief  of  Stsff^  aee  Arm/if  Headquarfert. 

Cnxninings,  Bmoiy.    Mentioned 737 

Cuxmingfaam,  George  A. 

Correspondence  with  Bamnel  G.  French 340 

Mentioned Ill,  3S&,  331, 338-340 

Cmtin,  A.  O.    Mentioned 1066 

Cortis,  Charles.    Mentioned 341 

Cnrtia,  N.  M.    Mentioned 357,734 

CtirtiM,  Carlton  B. 

Mentioned 365,366.369,737 

Report  of  demonstration  on  Kinaton,  N.  C,  May  20-83, 1863 367 

Cuahlng, 'William  B.    Mentioned 34,267,270,871,276-878,880,907,310,319, 

320, 322, 616-618, 626, 688, 634, 630, 643, 645, 660, 661, 663, 674, 686, 094. 703 

Cattin8,B.H.    Mentioned 413,480,481,4S3,«K,4S7 

Dabney,  W.  J.    Mentioned 865 

Dacotah,  U.  S.  8     Mentioned ^m^ 8 

Daland,  Ed^^ard  F.    Mentioned  ....m.. 350 

Dandy,  George  B.    Mentioned 49,50,501,738 

Daniel,  Jnnina. 

Correspondence  with 

Ferebee,  D.  D lOSO 

French,  Samuel  G 745 

Hill,  D.  H 914,924,930,938,944,951,954,974.1011,1046,1067,1062 

Pettigrew,  John  J 1012 

Mentioned 107, 188, 190, 192, 194, 195, 197,  670, 743, 744, 751, 750, 764, 786, 793, 

800, 802, 807, 816, 830, 865, 865, 878. 878,  883, 888, 891, 894, 896, 901, 916, 917. 
937, 938, 941, 945, 955, 991, 1004, 1013, 1060, 1051, 1063, 1063, 1078, 1079. 1088 
Reports  of 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Demonstration  on.  Match  6-8, 1863 165 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  against,  March  8-11, 1863 196 

Darden,  Lewia  B.    Mentioned 198 

Darling,  John  A    Mentioned 574,675,677,733,736 

Darr,  nranola.    Mentioned 523 

Davenport,  B«  K. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 453 

Lee,8.  P 453 

Mentioned 15,88,34,810,578,564,688.731 

Daves,  Graham.    Mentioned 997,101t) 

For  correspondence,  as  Assistant  A^Jntant-General,  see  8»  G.  J^rmek, 
Davidson,  Hnnter. 

Mentioned 743 

Placed  in  charge  of  snb>marine  defenses  of  James  River,  Va 743 

Davia,  Mr.    Mentioned 196 

Davla,  Alexander  H.    Mentioned 66 

Davla,  Charlea  L. 

Mentioned 280 

Bepcfffe  of  siege  of  Soifolk,  Va,  April  11-May  4, 1863 278 
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DbvI^p  Dsvld  8.    Mentioned 154,945 

Davis,  Qeorge.    Mentioned 9b0,961 

Davis,  Basbronok.    Mentioned 701,704 

Davis,  James  E.    Mentioned 190 

Davis,  Jetfarson. 

Correapondence  with 

Davia,  Joseph  B 760 

Lee^BobertE 866,1077,1078.1083,1088 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 757,758,761,770,771,1067,1077 

War  Department,  C.  8 8a% 

883, 834, 848, 860, 870,  891,976, 1009, 1015, 1053, 1081, 1082 

Mentioned 281, 457, 463, 551, 557, 747, 750, 761, 762, 764, 765, 776-779, 793, 822, 

827, 835, 836, 840, 845, 861, 870,  871, 875, 877, 878, 884, 891, 900, 909, 923, 976^ 
977, 981,  983,  999,  1008,  1015,  1034, 1060, 1053, 1067, 1076, 1079, 1081,  1082 

Davis,  Joseph  D.    Mentioned 280,313,575,734,822,824 

Davia,  Joaeph  R. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  Jefferson 760 

French,  SamnelO 993 

Mentioned 110,327,565,583,604,704,705,793,800,802,807, 

830,  865,  865,  872,  877,  878,  688,  906,  909,  910,  918,  919, 926, 942, 998, 1002, 
1017, 1018,  1025,  1033, 1038-1040,  1056,  1067,  1079, 1083,  1085,  1086,  1088 

Davia,  Phinaas  A.    Mentioned 134, 136, 138, 139, 200, 201, 576, 735, 1094 

Davia,  Thomas  L.    Mentioned • 1070 

Davia,  'WllUam  O.  M. 
Correepondence  with 

Heth,  Henry 853 

North  Carolina,  Gkyvemor  of. 810,867,897 

Mentioned 853,893,698 

Davia,  "V^illiam  W.  H. 

Mentioned 32,548,577,678 

Beport  of  skirmish  at  Gloncester  Point,  Va.,  Nov.  16,  1862 32 

Day,  Joaeph  M.    Mentioned 734 

Day,  Joseph  W.    Mentioned 77 

Day,  Samnel  C.    Mentioned 63 

Dean,  William  B.    Mentioned 44 

Dearborn,  O.  M.    Mentioned 565 

Dearing,  James. 

Mentioned 335,336,967.995,1021,1045,1046 

Beport  of  oaptnre  of  Battery  Hnger,  Va.,  April  19, 1863 334 

Deas,  George.    Mentioned 1095 

De  Camarra,  J.  B.    Mentioned 224 

Deep  Gnlly,  N.  C.    Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

March  13-14,  1863.    Beport  of  Josiah  Pickett 187 

See  also  March  8-16, 1863.  New  Berne,  N,  C,   Expedition  against.  Eeporteof 
Foster,  John  O.  Hill,  B.  H.  Palmer,  Innis  M.  (Itinertury,) 

March  30,  1863.    '*  Becord  of  Events,"  2d  Brig.,  5th  Div.,  18th  Army  Corps.      209 

DeForest,  Jacob  J.    Mentioned 501,577,737 

Delaware,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 256,257,413 

Dela^vare  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Ught—BatHnes :  1st,  272,  288,  294,  677,  735. 
Infantry— ^fl^/'/nSAfs ;  let,  377,  S85-387,  389 ;  4th,  260,  263,  341,  343,  360, 
361,  496, 497, 499, 576,  677, 734,  1094. 
Dennis,  Private.    Mentioned 197 

71  B  B— VOL  xvin 
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DmadMj  J.  F.    Mentioned • 64,IS7 

•n^wiwiarm^  ^ffinha^i.    Mentioned ••• S97 

Denny,  Oeorge  P.    Mentioned 350 

Denny,  J.  Waldo. 

Mentioned 30, 159,  IW.  168, 164, 370 

Report  of  demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Nov.  11, 1803 S5 

De  Fejreter,  J.  WattSi    Mentioned 377 

De  RoMet,  W.  Ii.    Mentioned 965 

Derrom,  Andrew.    Mentioned 307,312,313,316,390,575.735 

Deaerted  Hooaeb  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30, 1863. 
Cannaltiee.    BetnmB  of 

Confederate  troops 145 

Union  troops 135 

Commnnications  firom 

Dix,  John  A 531 

French,  SamnelO 144 

Ftek,  JdhnJ 531 

See  also  l>te  l»  X;<ii09la,  p.  530. 
Beportsof 

Corcoran,  Michael 136 

MoErily,  WiUiam 140 

Peck,  John  J 138. 13& 

Pryor,  Roger  A 14S 

Spear,  SamndP 140 

Deaperate,  H.  B.  M.  8.    Mentioned 73S 

Devane,  W.  8.    Mentioned 115,116,118 

Deroll,  Andre^^  J.    Mentioned 134 

Diaaonnd  Bridge,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  Deo.  17, 1802 S 

Dioklnaon,  'William.    Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 809 

Didier,  Angnate.    Mentioned 315 

Dimmook,  Charles  R.    Mentioned 744,765 

Dlrigo,  Steam  Derrick.    Mentioned 688 

Diapatoh,  Steamer.    Mentioned 582 

Divine,  John  F.    Mentioned 915 

Diz,  Charlea  T.    Mentioned 408,518,588 

Diz,  John  A. 

Congratnlatoiy  orders.    Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va. ,  April  11-May  4,  1863 870 

Co-operation  with 

Bnrnside,  A.  £.    Commnnioation  from  Army  Headquarters 497 

Foster,  John  O.    CommnnioatioDs  fit>m 

Dix,JohnA 451.400,572 

Peck,  JohnJ 453 

See  also  Ooldabarough,  N,  C.    BitpediHon  to.  Den,  11-20,  1808. 
Hooker,  Joseph.    See  CkaneOUnwitte  Vampai^mf  April  in-May  6,  1863. 
Corres|K>Ddence  with 

Army  Headqnarten U,  136, 285, 378»  388, 384-^90,  392, 393, 

395, 396, 398-400, 401, 406, 409, 417. 435^  4ri6, 459-462, 466, 473, 477-479, 488, 
487, 488, 490-492, 494, 496, 497, 502, 503, 506, 509, 511, 513, 515, 517, 518, 582, 
528, 529, 531,  i>34, 5.%,  549, 551. 553, 555, 556, 568, 563, 568, 570, 579, 60S,  008, 
610, 613, 618-620, 622, 624. 625, 632. 634-636, 649, 653, 657, 660, 663, 606,  OH 
679, 6H2, 686-689, 699, 701, 704-707, 711, 717-720,  725-787,  730,738,738,740 

Blake,  W.  E 545 

Bosteed,  Richard 568,569 

Coruoran,  Michael ••...,.-      464 
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Diz,  John  A.— Continiied. 
Correspondenoe  with 

Ferry,  0.8 386,399,483-486.488,401,494,405,497 

Fluwer,  C.  W 403,410 

Foster,  John  O 451, 465, 495, 496, 608, 518, 583, 5732,689,634, 666, 667, 096 

Qordon,  George  H 708,706 

Hooker,  Joseph 667,071,672,689,787,730,738,733,738 

Keyes,  ErMcns  D . .  130, 151, 806,  488, 491,  498,  515, 517, 689,  838, 588, 599,  603, 
688, 688, 641, 651, 668, 673, 689, 688, 603, 701,  708, 705, 714, 716. 717,  788, 738 

KDpatrick,  Jadson 707.710,781 

Lee^  JohnC   610 

Lee»S.P 387,391,303,394,399,408^106,406,409,411- 

414, 416. 417, 480-488, 485-488, 431-433, 435, 438-443. 447, 449. 450, 480, 490, 
507. 510, 515, 519, 588. 583, 531, 534, 535,  540-548, 544, 545, 547, 560, 553, 660, 
566, 580, 588, 585, 587, 588, 611, 615, 616, 681, 631,  634, 636, 639, 648, 644, 645, 
651, 654, 660, 666, 673, 685, 693, 694, 696-608, 704,  709, 713, 717, 731,  738-741 

Lincoln,  Abraham 455,458,468,493,530,563 

Ludlow,  William  H 601 

Naglee,  Henry  M 468,479,488,501,505 

New  York  Times.    Editor  of  the 579 

Palmer,  Innis  N 578,579,585 

Peek,  JohnJ 401,408,414,416, 

441, 444-446, 45a-455, 458-460, 464, 466, 469, 470, 474, 470-479, 488, 484, 485, 
504, 505, 507, 509-513, 516, 517, 51^-688, 584, 588, 530. 531, 534-543. 550-653, 
555-658, 560-568. 564-567, 571, 573, 610, 614-616, 680, 081, 685-688, 633, 635- 
637, 639. 641, 644, 650, 658-655, 657-659, 6&,  664, 667, 671-673, 680, 684, 685, 
687,68^-691,  699,701,  705,709,710,714,716,718-780,788-786,789.730,738 

QnartennaBter-GeneTal'B  Office,  U.  8.  A 476, 508, 504, 511 

8tager,  Anson 483 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 689 

Treasniy  Department,  U.  8 398,445,450,451 

VanBoren,  D.  T 585 

Yiele,  Egbert  L 350,384,404,501,508,548,568,611,615 

War  Department,  U.  8 388,387,391, 

395,  418, 433, 486, 440, 443,  449, 451, 458, 454, 461, 478, 474, 480, 488. 581, 714 

Wilder,  C.  B 570,591,739 

Wise,  Henry  A 664 

Mentioned 11.17, 

185.151,803,804,811.818,889,867,871.877,880.881.883,306,383.376,377, 
387, 388, 398, 407, 411, 489, 430, 436, 451, 457, 467-469, 477. 488. 486,  487. 489, 
490, 494, 497, 499. 511, 538, 540, 546. 557, 563, 564, 571. 574, 580, 585-687,  500, 
597, 609, 611, 613, 617, 618. 683. 630, 635, 637, 648, 659, 678,  675. 676, 686, 700, 
704,706,709,  718,733,  734.740,  844,  994,1086,  1030, 1055,  1078,1079,1093 

Orders  establishing  a  Provisional  Court  in  Department  of  Virginia 503 

"Record  of  Events"  7th  Army  Corps,  April,  1863. 

Hickory  Forks,  Va.    Ezpediiion  beyond,  April  87,  1863 343 

Seaboard  and  Roanoke  R.  R.,  Va.    Operations  on  the.  May  l!^-86, 1863 .      354 
Reports  uf 

Black  water,  Va. 

RecoDnaissanoes  to  the,  Dec.  8-18,  1868 37,38 

Skirmiahes  on  the. 

Oct.  3,  1868 15,16 

Dec.  8,  1868 35 

Norfolk  and  Petersburg  R.  R. ,  Y a.    Operations  on  the,  May  l.'>-88, 1863 .      357 
Seaboard  and  Roanoke  R.  R.,  Va.    Op«<rations  on  the,  Msy  18-86, 1863.      354 
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Dij^  John  A.-^>onti]ii]ed. 
Reports  of 
Suffolk,  Vs. 

Expedition  from,  Sept.  2-3, 1862 4 

Siege  of,  April  ll-M»y  4, 1863 *jeB,269 

WilliftmBbnrg,  Ya. 

Beconnaisaanoe  from,  Nov.  22,  1862 34 

Skirmish  at,  Sept.  9,  1862 U 

Winfleld,  N.C.    Skirmish  at,  Maivh  23,  1863 201 

Zani,  Ya.    Skirmish  near,  Oct.  25,  1862 19 

Besomes  command  of  the  Department  of  Yirginia    609 

Staff.    Annonnoements  of 543 

D.,  Nellie,  Schooner.    Mentioned 243,244 

Doane,  CtaarlesR.    Mentioned 105 

Doane,  Benry.    Mentioned 80,509 

Dobbina,  Jeaaa.    Mentioned 880 

Dobtatna»  "Wmiam.    Mentioned 680 

Dobba,C7niaJ.    Mentioned 17,18,125,132,134,139,295,575,734,1093 

Dobyna,  Thomaa  P.    Mentioned 144 

Dodge,  Charlea  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  J.  Peck • 551 

Mentioned 18,31,39,126,873, 

278, 279, 290, 296, 305, 357-359, 441, 444, 460, 541, 551. 555, 560, 561, 796, 1094 
Beports  of.    Suffolk,  Ya. 

Beconnaissance  from,  March  7-9, 1863 179 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4, 1863 S99 

Dodge,  OeorgeS.    Mentioned 280 

Dodge,  John  C,  Jr.    Mentioned 49,379,501,577,738 

Donelaon,  D.  8. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 958 

Mentioned 909,957,956 

Donohoe,  Biiohael  T.    Mentioned 303, 310,  :f20, 575, 735 

Dooglaa,  Anderaon.    Mentioned 880 

Doaglaa,  Frederick.    Mentioned 70 

Donglaa,  Jack.    Mentioned , 880 

Doaglaa,  William  R.  C.    Mentioned 208,673 

Ponglaa,  William  W.    Mentioned 235,236 

Dottglaaa,  Ekuidford.    Mentioned 880 

Dover,  N.  C.    Skirmish  near,  March  7, 1863.    See  Kinston^  K  C.    Demoiuira' 

Hon  on,  March  6^,  1863. 
Dover  Road,  N.  C.    Beconnaissance  on  the,  Jan.  27-28,  1863.    Benort  of  J. 

Bichter  Jones 131 

Dow,  Henry.    Mentioned 226,239 

Drake,  Jeremiah  C.    Mentioned 277,280,294,295,575,734,1093 

Drennan,  Jamea  Bf. 

Mentioned 25-30 

Beport  of  demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Nov.  11, 1802 27 

Drommond,  Charlea.    Mentioned 568 

Dmmmond,  Charlea  R.    Mentioned 886,950 

DuBose,  W.  P.    Mentioned 114 

Dudley,  Alexander.    Mentioned 814 

Dndley  Station,  N.  C.    Baia  on,  Deo.  17, 1862.    Beport  of  Charles  Fits  Sim- 
mons  68 

See  also  Deo,  11>20, 1862.    BxpodiUon  to  Goldahorongh,  N.  C.    Beports  of 
Voster,  John  G.  Smith,  GkutSTw  W. 
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I>Qk», .    lientkniad 6G0 

Dnks,  R.  T.  W* 

Correspondeooe  with  Henry  A.  Wise 892 

Mentioned 3«,980 

Dnmfriae  and  Falilhz  SUitioii,  Ta.    Raid  ou,  Deo.  87-89|  1882.    Communi- 

oationofrom  Robert  £;  Lee 817 

Dnnoaiit  Blanton.    Mentioned 489,456 

Dimoen,  ItheuL    Mentioned 859 

Dnnoaiit  Wilflon.    Mentioned 859 

Dimlap^  Jamaa  H.    Mentioned ••       87 

Da  Pont,  Commodora  8.  F.y  Steamer.    Mentioned ^ 861 

Da  Pont,  Samnal  F.    Mentioned 1030 

Dnriiam,  8.  A.    Mentioned 114 

Dnrkae,  CharlaaL    Meatlaned 601 

Dnttun,  ikxthnr  BL 

Mentioned 878,879,887,301,308,304,907,670,576,676,736 

Report  of  aiege  of  Soffolk,  Ya,  AprU  U-May  4, 1863 316 

Dwyar,  John.    Mentioned 134,139 

Dyer,  8amaal  A.    Mentioned 840,848,843,578,737 

Baclei,  Steamer.    Mentioned 814,815,818 

^B.    Mentioned 873,874 

r,  Jabal  A.    Mentioned 787 

Baatarly,  O.  B.    Mentioned 303,1094 

Baatam  Inaana  Aaylnm,  Ta.    Conunonications  from 

Dix,  JobnA 664,673 

Keyee,  EmsmosD 688,688,673 

SeeakoAiyilaiato  9F«fl,p.6B9;  IMxto£^yM,p.651:  JEejret  loI>te,p.66ft; 
IRMloiPle^,  p.  994. 


Opermtione  on  the,  Aag.  80, 1868^ane  3^  1863. 

Commnnioatione  from 

Bix,  JohnA 449 

Lee,  8.  P 448 

Co-operation  of  Navy  U.  8.  with  Army 448 

Union  aentiment  in.    Commnnioatione  from  John  A.  Dix 456,468 

Bbba,Joha    Mentioned 89-31,70 

Bdanton,  H.  C.    Skirmiah  near,  Feb.  7, 1863 8 

Bdanton  Road,  Va.    Skirmishes  on  the. 

AprU18,186a    See  Beparti^P^ok,  ^.97i. 

16,1863.    Report  of  Alexander  O.  Fatten 891 

See  also  April  11-May  4, 1863.  Siege  of  Sm/Mk,  Va.    BeperU  </ 

Conoam,  MlebscL      MeBTlly.  Williain.  Peek,  John  J. 

Bodge,  CbarlM  C.      Mwphy,  Methew  (/MiMraffy).    StadmMi,  Oriflln  A.,  jr. 

April  84, 1863.    Report  of  George  £.  Pickett 340 

See  also  April  1  l-May  4, 1863.    Siege  of  Sujfolk,  Fa,    Reperta  of 

Coroomi,  MiohML  MoCoafhe,  John.  Peek,  Jobn  J. 

Fetter,  Robert  &  Murphy,  Methow  (ifiiMravy). 

Bd^ar,  Captain.    Mentioned 544,545 

Bdiato,  Bark.    Mentioned 588,681 

Edlato,  Maatar  of  Bark.    Correspondence  with  8.  P.  Lee 681 

Bdmand%  T.  F.    Mentioned 577 

Bdmeaton,  AleaEander  A.    Mentioned 100 

Bdmnndson,  R.  A.    Mentioned 807 

Bdwarda,  Annla  L.,  Schooner.    Mentioned 883,884,843 


1126  INDEX. 


Bdwardi»  John.    Mentioned lOdu 

Elisabeth  Biuli,  Schooner.    Mentioned 634 

BUsabeth  City,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  37, 186» 9 

BUsabeth  Bnc^Uah,  Schooner.    Mentioned 438 

Blllott,  OUbert.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  B S63 

BUlott,  John  Thompaon.    Mentioned 356»1067 

BUla,  U.  S.  S.    Capture  of,  on  New  Biyer,  N.  C,  Nov.  S5, 1868.    Report  of 

W.  H.  C.  Whiting 34 

Ellla,  Andrvw  J.    Mentioned 1049 

BlweU,  Andrvw.    Mentioned 577.737 

Blsoy,  Arnold. 

Assignments  to  command •.... • 9M«963 

Correspondence  with 

A4Jntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1066 

Brown,  Jack 981 

Fienoh,  Samuel  O 1069 

Lee,a.  W.  C 1068 

Lee,  BobertE 966» 979, 1066, 1070 

Longstieet,  James 871,910,916,919,963,966.968,1083 

Pickett,  George  E 1000 

Pettigiew,  John  J 1041, 1044, 1068, 1060 

Smith,  GnstaTns  W 800,802 

Virginia,  Govemorof 978 

Wise,Henr7A 163.892,980,975.994,1006,1019.1035 

Mentioned 348,739,794,807,810.856,866.889,898,901.916,917, 

958,  953,  967,  968,  978,  1080,  1096, 1041,  1066,  1071. 1075,  1086, 1089. 1091 

Bmilte,  Steamer.    Mentioned  883,840,848 

Bmlly,  Steamer. 

Capture  of,  May  15, 1863. 
Commnnications  ftom 

Peck,  John  J 798 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 366 

Viele,  Egbert  L 356 

Wessells,  Henry  W 365 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Anny * 365 

Beportsof 

Porter,  Francis  E 355 

Boberts,  W.  Dewees 356 

Mentioned 355,366,731 

Bmory, 'WUllam  H.    Mentioned 38,379 

Engineer  Department;  C.  8.  A.    Correspondence  with 

Alexander,  W.  T 9S8 

Bender,  W.  G 757 

Collins,  C.  B 756 

Cooke,  James  W 767 

Gilmer,  J.  F 743 

Gwynn,  Walter 754,758,763,765,767,768,813,884 

Myers,£.  T.  D 895 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  8.  A 769 

Smith,  GosUvos  W 756,761 

Stevens,  W.  H 864 

War  Department,  C.  S 330,813,968,977,1008 

Bngineer  Department;  U.  8.  A.    Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 540 

Foster,  John  G 540 
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Bngland,  Thaophiliis  L.    MeDtioned 960,814,817,7% 

BngHah,  David.    Mentioned 43S 

B&sUah,  Elisabeth,  Schooner.    Mentioned 488 

Brlosaon,  Steamer.    Mentioned 636 

BnoD,  Brio.    Mentioned 18 

Brwln,  A.  M.    Mentioned 119 

Baoort,  Steamer.    Mentioned 157, 

158, 181, 182, 216, 216. 222, 224, 244, 612, 613, 618, 6^3, 646, 647 

Bates,  LewaUyn  O.    Mentioned 707 

Bthexidge,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 400,463 

Biting,  8.  M.    Mentioned 331 

Bore,  M.  Ik    Mentioned 746 

Bvana,M^}or.    Mentioned 750 

Bvaii%  A.  Ii.    Mentioned 114 

BvanSyN.  O. 

Comepondence  with 

A4)atant  and  Inspector  Oeneral's  Office,  C.  8.  A 114 

French,  Samnel  G 894,834 

Mallett,  Peter 116 

Mentioned 56, 58, 106-112, 117-119, 131, 770, 787, 788, 801-804, 807, 806, 822, 841, 

866, 869, 860, 865, 879, 891, 893, 896, 901, 917, 943,  946, 909-075, 977, 979, 980, 
982,963,  987,996,  101  i-1014, 1018,  1022,1030,  1039,  1041,1057,  1078,1084 
Beport  of  operationi^  Dec.  13-17, 186S;  daring  expedition  to  Goldsborongh, 

N.C 112 

Bvaiia,P.  O.    Mentioned 122,198,756,1061 

Brerett,  Charlea  8.    Mentioned 5,7,8 

BweU, Biohard  8.    Mentioned 386,730 

Bwen,  Clarenoe.    Mentioned 139 

Bwer,  Bamabaa,  Jr. 

Correepondenoe  with  Thomas  J.  Fogerty 47 

Mentioned.. 48 

Beports  of  attack  on  Plymonth,  K.  C,  Dec.  10, 1868 46-47 

Bzpeditloii.    (Ptoposed.)   Commonioations  from 

Army  Headquarters 537 

Bnmside,  Ambrose  £ 636,537 

Baqponnder,  Steamer.    Mentioned 602,504 

Fagan,  Andrew.    Mentioned 676,734,1094 

Faixohild,  Haxiiaon  8. 

Mentioned 307,570,575 

Beportof  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  li-May  4,  1863 308 

FSirfiue,  J.  W.    Mentioned 896 

Fairfield,  H.  C.    Skirmish  near,  March  3,  1863.    See  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C.    Ej> 
pedMan  to,  Marek  1-6, 1863. 

Fairly.  John  a    Mentioned 838,844,1046,1048 

Faith,  Andrew.    Mentioned 161,158 

Falen,  MiohaeL    Mentioned 896 

Farina,  Steamer.    Mentioned 584 

Famsworth,  John  O. 

Correspondence  with  Erasmns  D.  KmytB 688 

Mentioned , 689 

Famaworth,  Luther  H.    Mentioned 158 

Farqnhar,  Franoia  U. 

Mentioned 167,613,585,638 

Bopert  of  expedition  from  Netr  Berne,  N.  C,  March  6-10, 1863 174 
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Farrar,  Jndflon  8.    Mentioned 734 

Fan-on,  John,  Steamer.    Mentioned 840,841,343 

Fawoett,  Riohard  W.    Mentioned 134,i:i9 

Faxon,  John.    Mentioned 876,906,313 

FellowB,  John  F. 

Mentioned 64,92,246,858,349,351,378,468.500,077 

Report  of  operations,  Deo.  14-17, 1862,  daring  expedition  to  Ooldaboroagh, 

N.  C 77 

Felt,  "V^iUlam  N.    Mentioned 280 

Ferabee,  D.  D. 

Correspondence  with 

Daniel,  Jnnins • 1090 

Lewis,  D.W 884 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 745,748 

Mentioned 19,122,198,744,755,905^964,991,998,1008 

Fergoaon,  Alonao.    Mentioned 734 

Ferrerob  Bd^^ard.    Mentioned 562 

FerxUl,  ThonoiaaM.    Mentioned 19^ 

Ferxla,  Private.    Mentioned 670 

Feixy,  Onia  8. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 386, 399, 483-486, 488, 491, 494, 495, 497 

Mentioned 80,38-40,125,969,377,385,396,468,476, 

477, 479, 484, 494, 496, 499, 504,  505, 507, 514, 516, 533, 547, 548, 576, 577, 678 
Reports  of 

Joiner's  Ferry,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Deo.  82,  1862 123 

Providence  Church,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Deo.  28,  1868 123 

Snfiblk,  Ya.    Skirmish  near,  Dec.  28,  1862 183 

Windsor,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Dec.  22, 1862 123 

Fitch,  Butler.    Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Fitsgerald,  Xfonia.    Mentioned 518 

Fits  SImmona,  Charlaa 

Mentioned 56^57,887,569 

Reports  of 

Dudley  Station,  N.  C.    Raid  on,  Dec.  17, 1868 68 

Goldsborongh,  N.  C.    Operations  Deo.  15, 1868,  daring  expedition  to..       67 

Flagler,  D.  W.    Mentioned 457 

Flambeau,  Schooner.    Mentioned 824 

nanner,  J.  H.    Coirespondenoe  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1085 

Flemming,  J.  A.    Mentioned 840 

Flood,  Bdward  B.    Mentioned 466,1094 

Flood,  Hugh  C.    Mentioned 141 

Fluaaer,  C.  W. 

Coirespondenoe  with 

Dix,  John  A 408,410 

Foster,  John  G , 47,48 

Woodward,  Thomaa  J 46^ 

Mentioned 15, 

40-48,  45, 47, 145-147, 199, 259, 355, 474, 477, 528,  583, 618, 613, 617, 618, 688 

Fogarty,  Thomaa.    Mentioned • 295 

Fogerty,  Thomaa  J. 

Correspondence  with  Bamahas  Ewer,  Jr •••• •••..       47 

Mentioned 47 

Folk,  DanieL    Mentioned , S51 

Fbllanabee^  Albert  8.    Mentioned 35,37,138,139,675,1093 
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miett,  Ftedarlok  M.    Mentioned 133,134,138,139,879,868,576,735,1004 

Folflom,  G«or§e  P.    Mentioned 686 

Foote,  Monia  C.    Mentioned 97 

Forbes,  Joseph.    Mentioned 14 

Forbes,  R.  A.    Mentioned 1095 

Ford,  Stephen.    Mentioned 940 

Forkner,  8amaeL    Mentioned 695 

Forrest^  French.    Mentioned 649 

Forrest,  N.  B.    MeL.tioned 706 

Forstler, .    Mentioned 930 

Fosdick,  Stephen  M.    Mentioned 809 

Foster,  Bepjamin  B.    Mentioned 880 

For  correspondence  as  Aaeistant  A^Jntsnt-Qeneral,  see  John  J,  Peck, 
Foster,  John  O. 

Address  to  soldiers  of  the  Department  of  North  Carolina 671 

Assignments  to  command 498 

Congratulatory  orders.    Expedition  to  Goldsborongh,  N.  C,  Deo.  11-80, 

1862 59,60 

Controrersy  with  Hnnter.    See  Note,  p.  538. 
Co-operation  with 

finmside  A.  E.    Commnnications  from  Army  Headqaarters 497 

Diz,  John  A*    Commnnications  from 

Dix,  JohnA 451,460,578 

Peck,  John  J 453 

See  also  Dec.  11-80,  1868.    EsqpediUon  to  GoldsdoroupA,  N.  C,    Also 
lAx  to  ffaUookf  p.  460. 
Correspondence  with 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C 587 

Anderson,  Hiram,  Jr 185 

Army  Headquarters 401, 414, 447, 457, 469, 476, 481, 489, 490, 520^ 

684, 530,  533,  538,  541, 549, 556, 568, 688, 623, 687, 669, 699, 700, 709, 711, 713 

Barstow,  Nathaniel  S 178 

Davenport,  H.  K 453 

Dix,  JohnA 451, 465, 495, 496, 508, 5H,  582, 578, 689, 634, 655, 667, 695 

Engineer  Department,  U.  S.  A • 540 

Plnsser.  O.  W 47,48 

French,  Samuel  a 466,470,481,495,497,505,885 

Jones,  J.  Richter 163,514,589,559,696,713,716,718,784 

Keyes,  ErasmosD 598,601 

Lee,  Francis  L 147,560,561,566,567 

Lee,  S.  P 630,647,666,680,681,688,715,731 

Lyman,  Luke...... •••.......•...•...•.•.•....... 561 

Martin,  J.  G 440,448,471 

Mix,  Simon  H 508 

Montgomery,  Augustus  S 1068 

Morris,  D.  B 182 

Palmer,  InnisN 887,288,552,584,594,612,618,638,640,647,665 

Parker,  William  A 475 

Peck,  John  J   41,42,589 

Pickett,  Josiah 040 

Pott«r,  Edward  £ 390,424 

Prince,  Henry 169,823,828-836,631,635,638,670 

Sanders,  E.C 538 

Spinola^F.  B 668,733 
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Foster,  John  O.— Oonttniiadi 
CorrespoDdence  with 

Sprague,  A.  B.  R 560 

Stanly,  Ed lfiB,498,5d& 

8tudley,J.  M 664 

Walli8,J.  W 674 

Wesaella,  Henry  W 147,35S»731 

Mentioned 37,38,40,41,61, 

62,  66,  68, 69, 71-75, 77, 82, 84-86, 90, 94, 96, 112, 113, 116, 163, 172, 18&,  189, 
193, 201,  202, 217, 219-221, 223, 224, 227, 228, 230, 232, 240-244. 24&-248,S52, 
254, 255, 275, 282, 283, 285, 344, 378, 390, 411, 424, 453, 455, 460, 465, 466, 46B, 
469, 472, 473, 476, 478, 479, 485, 490^92, 494, 4»6, 497, 499-502, 504, 505, 507, 
511, 519, 522, 526, 528, 529, 533, 538, 540, 547, 548, 563, 576-580, 583 .  585, 586, 
588-595, 601-603, 607, 612, 617, 618, 622, 627, 632, 634, 638, 647. 668. 669, 678, 
689, 709, 736, 778, 779, 784, 793, 802, 814, 815, 819, 823, 824, 826, 828, 830, 8S4, 
838, 839, 854, 870, 876, 878, 881, 88o,  897, 904, 905, 906,  U11 ,  924, 969, 970, 97«, 
973,  980,  962,  987,  968,  994,  1005,  1007,  1017,  1018, 1022, 1023, 1030, 1031, 
1036,  1045,  1047, 1048, 1060, 1051,  1053-1055,  1067,  1073,  1075-lOca,  1087 

Orders  in  cMes  o£    Matinons  conduct  Marine  Artillery 471 

Beports  of 

Ooldeborongh,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20^  1862 54 

Kinaton,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  npon.  May  20-23, 1863 962,363 

Engagement  at,  Deo.  14, 1862 53 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Expedition  against,  March  8-16, 1863 183 

Expedition  from,  NoY.  1-lS;  1862 20 

Washington,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  Sept.  6, 1868 4,5 

Expedition  to,  April  17-19, 1863 812 

Siege  of,  and  pnrsoit  of  Confederate  forces,  March  30-April  80, 

1863 ^ 211,818 

Winfield,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  March  23, 1863 SOS 

Staff.    AnnooDcements  of 518; M3 

Foster,  Nathaniel  H.    Mentioned 86 

Foster,  Robert  8. 

Mentioned 133-135,137,138,866,878, 

275, 277-279, 883, 286. 289, 290, 295,  300, 312, 315, 354, 355. 453, 466, 483-485, 
488, 499, 628, 575, 605, 606, 628, 637, 653, 676, 690, 7 16, 716-790, 730, 734, 1093 

Report  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Ya.,  April  11-May  4, 1863 898 

Fowler,  Bernard.    Mentioned 14 

Fox,  Conrad,  Schooner.    Mentioned 483,434 

Fox,  OnstaTua  ▼.    Mentioned 659,731 

Foy,  Franklin.    Mentioned 967,1057 

Franois,  John,  Schooner.    Mentioned 433,434,440 

Franoia,  Joseph.    Mentioned ..•. 467 

FranUe,  Jones.    Mentioned 884,246,858,475,736 

Franklin,  Schooner.    Mentioned •• ...••• • • 515 

n-ankUn,  Va.    Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Aug.  31,  1862 1 

Oct.  3,  1862.    See  BladkwaUr,  To.    iSKtrmif  A  os  f*s,  OM.  3, 1868. 

Oct.  31,  1862.    Report  of  John  J.  Peck 90 

Nov.  18,  1862.    Report  of  John  J.  Peck 33,34 

See  also  Dix  to  lAmeoln,  p.  458. 
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AnmUliiy  Va.    SkirmisbM  at  and  near— Continued. 

Dec.  2, 1862.    See  BlaekwaUr,  Fa.    8kirmi§k  om  iks,  Deo.  2, 1862. 
Jfaroh  17, 1863. 

Commanioations  from  John  J.  Peok • 660 

Beportaof 

Peck,  John  J 199 

Spear,  Samuel  P 200 

Ftanklin,  William  B.    Mentioned 686 

ftaaar,  Jobn,  A  Co. 

Correspondence  with  G.  T.  Beanregard 781,783 

Mentioned 781 

nnederiokabiirg,  Va.    Battle  o^  Deo.  11-15^  1862.    Commnnioationt  from 

Stamper,  Anaon 483 

War  Department,  C.  8 799 

Z^paebom,  Tug.    Mentioned 533 

Fraabom,  Tbomaa.    Mentioned 180 

Raedman.    See  Brfugen,  Fnedmm  tmd  Abandoned  Lande. 

Z^paaman,  Alfred  J.    Mentioned 328 

Fr6mont^  0.  Ik    Mentioned 874 

nrenoh,  Colonel.    Mentioned 906 

nwioh,  Charlaa  A.    Mentioned 15,260 

Franoli,D.  A.    Mentioned 920 

Franoh,0.B.    Mentioned 742 

ZYanoh,  B.  Baaaett.    For  ooixeBpondence  aa  A.  D.  C,  aee  Fifyiaia,  Qovemor  of. 
Txmaohf  GMunnal  0. 

AwignmentB  to  command 861,864,953,988,1077 

Correspondence  with 

AdUntant  and  Inspector  General's  Ot&oe,  C.  8.  A. . .  773, 846, 861, 864, 873, 1028 

Cunningham,  George  A 340 

Daniel,  Junius 745 

Da^is,  Joseph  B 993 

Bbey,  Arnold 1069 

Brans,  N.G o24,834 

Foster,  JohnG 466,470,481,495,497,505,885 

Hood,  J.  B 1042 

Jenkins,  M 1010,1018,1033,1043,1066 

Longstreet^  Jamea 328, 

337,  340,  906,  908,  914,  946,  948,  989,  993,997-999, 1001-1004,  1009,  1010, 
1015,  1016. 1020, 1021,  1025^  1026»  1033,  1037.  1009-1041,  1043,  1044,  1046 

Milligan,J.r 1003 

Myers,  Charles  D 997 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 760,762,778,784,801 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 744 

Bobertoon,  B.  H 604,805 

Shumaker,  L.  M ^ 328,991,1000 

Smith,  Gustivus  W 743,747-749,751.755,757,762, 

768, 770, 777-779, 781. 788, 792, 793, 803, 811, 816, 824, 840, 841. 854,  870-872 

War  Department,  C.  S 45.144,742,822,823,826,867,874,1042 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 785,852,855,863,868 

Mentioned 39,108.113^ 

161,274,276,291,325.326.332,334-336.338.435.444.465,632,633,653,760, 
751, 758, 759, 761, 763-766, 767-769, 771, 779, 781, 782, 786-794, 808,  809, 814, 
815, 826, 830, 845, 846, 856, 859, 865, 867, 871, 877, 878, 882, 888;  900, 916, 917, 
928.980,940,  941,946.  953.978,  968,993.  1014,  1088,  1045.1056.1067,1077 
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Frenon,  Bamael  O.— ContlDned. 
Reports  of. 

Battery  Hu«ci .  Hill's  Point,  Va.    Captnie  of,  April  19;  1883 324 

Plymonth,  N.  C.    Attack  on,  Deo.  10, 1868 « 

Snflfolk,  Va.    Siege  of,  Aprilll-May  4, 1863 329 

Washington,  N.  C.    Attack  on,  Sept.  6, 1862 10 

French,  William  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Bamside,  Ambrose  E 568 

Jones,  Samuel 935 

Mentioned 935-937 

Frioker,  Joaeph. 

Mentioned 61, «,  170, 171. 178 

Report  of  expedition  ftom  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  6-10,  1863 171 

Fibbel,  B.  W.    Correspondence  with 

Gwathmey,  Washington 842 

Lamb,  William B<2 

Fuller,  Nehemlah  P.    Mentioned 77.78 

Fuller,  Thomaa  C.    Mentioned 111,118,119,121 

piin#irt^Wj  /^ift-mn^^     Mentioned 67 

Fulton,  Andrew  J.    Mentioned 575,734,1093 

Fumeea.H.K.    Mentioned 146 

Gafi6rd,0.  W.    Mentioned 44 

Qaillard,E.  8.    Mentioned 742 

GkdegOb  Schooner.    Mentioned 976 

Galena,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 398,400,741.837,896,1058 

OalUvan,  John.    Mentioned 298 

Oalloupe,  Isaac  F.    Mentioned 76 

Gardner,  Charlea  T.    Mentioned. 308 

Gamett,  Rlohard  B. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill..  918.966.971.975,978.984,988,989,991,998,1001 

Mentioned 189.195,218. 

230, 245, 277, 291, 690. 655, 667, 663, 680. 687, 696, 700. 883, 990, 991, 915-917. 

919, 923. 924, 929, 931,  932.  938.  941,  943.  956, 962, 964-066, 960. 1004, 1025 
Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  8-16, 1863 195 

Gaxrard,  Jeptha. 

Mentioned 7-^,  24. 26,  «J«l,  55^7, 65, 168, 178, 179. 246, 851, 252, 584 

Reports  of 

Qoldsborongh,  N.  C.    Operations  Dec.  15, 1882,  during  expedition  to..        69 

Mount  Olive  Station  and  Qoshen  Swamp,  N.  C.    Affairs  at,  Dec  16; 

1862 « 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  from,  March  6-10, 1863 179 

Thompson's  Bridge,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  December  17,  1868 69 

Gaxzett,  Frank  B.    Mentioned 509 

Gairett,  JoshuaL.    Mentioned 986 

Garrett,  W.N.    Mentioned 810,811 

Geary,  John  W.    Mentioned ^ 

Gee,B.H.    Mentioned 981 

General  Jesup^  U.  S.  8. 

Constraotion  and  equipment  of.    Communications  from 

Dix,  JohnA '•94.476 

Lee,  S.  P ^ 

Viele,  Egbert  L ^ 

Mentioned ^ 
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Georgia,  Steamer.    Hentknied • 608 

Oaorgla  Txoopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Ught—BattBries '  Macon,  190, 191. 

Cavalry— /?fl9/mM«8 :  62d,*  1&5, 156, 820, 221,  755, 864, 984, 1006, 1000, 1060, 

1066, 1087,  1069,  1090. 
Infantry— /?fl9/mm«8 :  3d,  652;  25th,  29tli,  30th,  666;  32d,833,866;  46th, 
47th,  666;  59th,  751, 759, 764, 787, 602, 921, 997, 996, 1044. 

Oaranlum,  Schooner.    Mentioned • 396 

Oetty,  Oeorgo  W. 

Mentioned 149,966,270-272,274-277,279,263,286, 

287, 294, 297. 300, 312-314, 317,  .319, 320, 556, 56»-565, 570, 575,  562, 633, 637, 
641-643, 645, 653, 655, 656, 662, 66:S,  676, 666, 667,  690,  691, 694, 605, 725, 735 

Report  of  siege  of  Snffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4,1663 301 

Gibbon,  H.  A.    Mentioned 567 

Qlbba,  Alfred.    Mentioned ....  35. 37, 123, 126»  1%,  279, 491, 494, 496, 499, 575, 734, 1093 
Olbbs,  Oeorgo  C.    (42d  N.  C.) 
Correspondence  with 

Hill,D.  H 946 

Longstreety  James 945 

Mentioned 665,947,963,1065 

Olbbs,  Oeorgo  C.    (3dN.T.Cay.)    Mentioned 73,164 

Ollbert,  Virga    Mentioned 213 

Olles,  Solomon.    Mentioned 602 

Oill,  Thomaa  J. 

Case  of.    Commnnioatloos  from 

Diz,  JohnA 439,441.449 

Lee,  S.  P 439,450 

Mentioned • 450 

Oillis,  Jamea  H. 

Mentioned 256-256,360,628,689,696,699,704 

Reports  of 

Matthews  County,  Va.    Expedition  into.  May  19-22,  1663 361 

Torktown,  Va.    Expedition  from,  April  1, 1663 266,256 

OUlisa,  Jamea.    Mentioned 575,736 

Oillmore,  Quinoy  A.    Mentioned 467 

Oilmer,  J.  F. 

Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 743 

Mentioned 762,767,771,853,966,976,977 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Engineer  Department,  V,  8,  A, 
Olst,  8.  R. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 601 

Mentioned 616, 626, 629,  S)2, 637, 642, 649, 666, 667, 671 

Olennon,  John.    Mentioned 296 

Olovcestar  Ck>.,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  Dec.  12,  1662.    See  Yarktown,  Va, 

Beconnaieeanee  frem,  Dec.  11-15,  1662. 
OloQoeatar  C.  H..  Va.    Expedition  to,  April  7, 1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 260,261 

Report  of  A.  H.  Orimshaw 269 

See  also  ITeyet  to  Hallecky  p.  587. 
Okraoaater  Peninsula,  Va.    Operations  on  the,  Ang.  20,  1H62-Jnne  4, 1663. 

Commnnications  from  S.  P.  Lee 601 

See  also 

Nov.  16,  1862.  Qloueeeter  Poitkt,    Skirmieh  at. 

22,  1862.  MaiiheHfe  County,    Deslruefion  of  Salt-  Worke  in 

•  OrlffiiisUyoBUedadPsrUMnlUnjcen.    Co.  H  terred  aa  icttUsiy. 
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Olonoaster  Peninsula,  Va.   Operations  on,  Aog.  20, 186SMone  4, 1863— Conf^d. 
Bee  also 

Dec.  11-15, 18G2.  Tarktown.    BeeonmaiM$anoe  frown. 
April  1,  1863.  Yarktawn.    EapedUiom  from, 

7,  1863.  GlowMter  C.  H.    Erpedition  to. 
9-14,1863.  Glouceiter  Point.    Operaiiona  againtt. 
12,  1863.  Hiokorg  Forks.    Booonnaitiamce  to  the  vieimtjf  of., 
27,  1863.  Hickory  Forkt.    Expedition  hetiond. 
Hay  15, 1863.  Bohina^nCs  PUMtatiaiiy  Kittg  and  Qu9on  Commig.    Enfe- 

dMtmto. 
19-22,  1863.  Mattkem  Commig.    Expedition  into. 
CUcraoeatar  Point,  Va. 

Operations  against,  April  9-14, 1863.    Report  of  D.  J.  Godwin 261 

Skirmish  at,  Nov.  16,  1868.    Reports  of 

Davis,  William  W.  H » 

Naglee,  Henry  M » 

Bee  also  Dix  io  EalUA,  p.  459. 
Oodwin,  D.  J. 

Mentioned Ml 

Report  of  operations  against  Qloooester  Point,  Va.,  April  9-14, 1863 261 

Ctoldaborongb,  N.  C. 

Confederate  troops  at    Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Deo.  20, 1862 807 

Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1862. 

Casualties,  returns  of,  Union  troops 60 

Conimnnioations  ftom 

Army  Headquarters 473,481 

Beauregard,  Q.  T 806 

Diz,  John  A 473 

Foster,  John  G 469,475,476,489 

North  Carolina,  Goremorof 8i>l 

Peck,John  J 474 

Quartermaster-General's  OlBoe,  C.  B.  A 107 

Radcliffe,  James  D 79« 

Robertson,  B.  H 804,885 

Bmith,  Gustavus  W 801-803,806,806 

War  Department,  C.  B 808.803,805 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 794,80»-806 

Bee  also  Dix  io  HaUeok,  p.  47a 

Congratulatory  orders.    (Foster) 59,60 

Co-operation  of  Diz  and  Foster 37-^,465,466,473.476^179 

Reports  of 

Amoiy,Thomaa  J.  C,  Dec  14-17, 1862 75 

Chambers,  John  G.,  Dec.  11-16,  1862 78 

Codman,  Charles  R.,  Deo.  14-16, 1862 80 

Cole,  George  W,,  Dec.  12-16, 1862 74 

Evans,  N.  G.,  Dec.  13-17, 1882 lli 

Fellows,  John  F.,  Deo.  14-17, 1862 77 

Fitz  Simmons,  Charles,  Deo.  15, 1862 67 

Foster,  John  G 54 

Garrard,  Jeptha,  Deo.  15, 1862 60 

Hall,  Newton,  Deo.  12-16, 1862 71 

Heckman,  Charles  A ••••.....       91 

Holbrook,  Charles  L 80 

Howell,  Joshua  B.,  Dec  ia-17, 1862 101 
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Ooldsboroai^,  N.  C— Continiied. 
Expedition  to,  Deo.  11-90, 1802. 
Reports  of 

Jaoobs,  Ferris,  jr.,  Deo.  13-14, 18G2 79 

Jenney,  Edwin  8 66 

Ledlie,  James  H.,  Deo.  11-17, 1863 63 

Lee,  Horace  G 84 

MoMshell,  John  F.,  Deo.  11-16, 1862 70 

Piokett,  Josiah -       87 

Shurtleff,  William  8 88 

Smith,  GnsUvna  W.,  Deo.  13-18, 1862 106-109 

Spragne,  A.  B.  B 81 

Stevens,  W.  H.,  Deo.  16-17,1862 110 

Stevenson,  Thomas  0 82 

Taylor,  David  A.,  Dec.  11-17, 1862 61 

Wessells,  Henry  W.,  Deo.  5-21,  1862 96 

Zabriskie,  Abram 94 

'See  also 
Dec.  12-15,  1062,— Nwie  lUver.    Operations  on  tiU. 
14,  1862.— ftastoJi.    Engagement  at, 
16,  1862.—  White  Ball.    Engagement  at. 

Mount  Olive  Station  and  OosKen  Swamp,    Affakn  eA, 
17, 1862.— DMd/ey  Station.    Raid  on. 

Ooldehorough  Bridge.    Engagement  at, 
Thompeou^e  Bridge.    Skirmish  at, 
Ooldsborongh  Bridge^  N.  C.    Engagement  at,  Dec.  17, 1862.    Reports  of 

Clingman,  Thomas  L 117 

Pool,  Stephen  D 120 

See  also  Dec.  11-20, 1862.  Ootdeborough,  N,  C.    Expedition  to.    Beporte  ^ 

Amory,  Tbomaa  J.  0.  Ledlie,  Jamee  H.  SteTene,  Walter  H. 

Brsae,  Nathan  O.  Lee,  Horaoe  C.  SteTenaon,  Tbomaa  O. 

Fellowa,  John  F.  Piokett,  Joaiah.  Taylor,  Darid  A. 

Footer.  John  O.  Shartlefl;  William  8.  Zabriskie,  Abram. 

Hockmao,  Charlea  A.  Smith,  GnataTua  W. 

Gdldaborough,  John  R.    Mentioned 489 

OoldaboroQgfa,  L.  Bff.    Mentioned 383,393.404,426,437,555 

Ooldthwalta,  Joaoph  A.    Mentioned 512 

Ooodei  John,  Jr.    Mentioned 742 

Ooode,  J.  Thcmaa.    Mentioned 920 

Goodapeed,  Menitt  Bff.    Mentioned 70 

Goodwin,  Franoia  E.    Mentioned 370 

Gk>rdon,  Charlea  H.    Mentioned 122 

Gordon,  Georgo  H. 

Assignments  to  command 659 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 702,706 

Itinerary  2d  Division,  4th  Corps,  May  4-Juoe  1,1863 372 

Mentioned 279, 

281, 285,  372, 658,  669, 687, 690, 691. 704. 705. 707. 714, 723. 728, 730, 732-734 
Reports  of 

Bobiuson's  Plantation,  Va.    Expedition  to.  May  15,  1863 357 

Suffolk,  Va.    Operations  May  1-4, 1863,  during  siege  of 323 

We8tPoint,Va.    Evacuation  of.  May  31-Jnne  1.1863 372 

Gor60,  Tbomaa  J.    Mentioned 896.1021 

Gkxrgaa,  Joaiah.    Mentioned 770 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.  A, 
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Goohen  Swamp,  N.  C.    Affair  at,  Deo.  16, 1802.    Report  of  Jeptha  Garraid..       69 
See  also  Dec.  11-20, 1862.  JSqMditioa  to  ChltUhoromgh,  N,  C.    Beporta  p/ 

Foster,  John  O.  Snitli,  OosUtiu  W. 

Oonraiid,  George  B.    Mentioned 9, 214, 816. 221, 941,518, 613k  6B0 

Ghraham,  Edward.    Mentioned 19 

Qraham,  George  W.    Mentioned 68,89,65,93-05,737 

Graham,  Joaeph.    Mentioned 191 

Graham,  W.  A.    Mentioned 921,963 

Ghrammer,  W.  T.    Mentioned 737 

Granite,  U.  8.  Sloop.    Mentioned 823 

GrantjEdwin  M.    Mentioned 980 

Grant,  U.S.    Mentioned 884,1084,1080 

Gh-avea,  George  W.    Mentioned 40,810,823,243 

Gray,  Charlea  O.    Mentioned 18,59,60,92,96-98,100,101.116.792 

Green,  Dr.    Mentioned S66 

Green,  Mr.    Mentioned ••••...      544 

Green,  W.  R.    Mentioned 44 

Gregg,  D.  McM.    Mentioned 707,710 

Gregory,  David  B.    Mentioned 734 

Gregory,  Lemuel  B.    Mentioned 291,292 

Gh'eig,  Sherman.    Mentioned 68,227 

Grey,  Joseph.    Mentioned 170 

Ghice,  Allen.    Mentioned 561 

Griffin,  Joel  R.    Mentioned 36,37,755,1008,1051,1064,1087,1069 

Grimea,  David  E.    Mentioned 89 

GMmahaw,  Arthur  H. 

Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Report  of  expedition  to  Glonoester  Conrt-Hoose,  Va.,  April  7, 1863 260 

Grist,  Isaac  W.    Mentioned 196 

Guion,  Gtoorge  M.    Mentioned 1093 

Guion,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 990,944,945.966 

Golf,  Department  of  the.    Re-enforoemente  for.    Commnnications  from 

Army  HeadqnarterB 488 

Dix,  John  A 487 

GKun  Swamp,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  May  22, 1863.    See  KinsUmf  2f.  C.    Deaioa- 
ttrathn  on,  May  20-23, 1863. 

Gnmey,  William.    Mentioned 279,887,323,627,676,734 

G^^athmey,  Washington. 

Correepondence  with 

Probel,  B.W 842 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 843 

Mentioned 849 

Gw3rnn,  Walter. 

Correspondence  with 

Coolce,  Jamee  W 767 

Engineer  Department,  C.  S.  A 754,758,763,765,767,768,813,884 

Mentioned 756,757.761,768,767.771,840,884 

Gw3rnn,  W.  B.    Mentioned 763 

Habeas  Corpua.    Writ  of,  enspended  at  Saliebnry,  N.  C,  and  vicinity 793 

Hadley,  M.  J.     Report  of  ordnance  stores  captured  at  Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C 155 

Hagemeister,  Da  Plat.    Mentioned UA 

Hahn,  Allen  "W.    MiMitioned ^30 

Hale,  Sergeant.    Mentioned 934 

Hale,  Martin  G.    Mentioned 18H 
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Hallf«»,  Steamer.    Mentioned ...•      148 

HaU,  B.  D. 

Coneepondenoe  with  War  Department,  C.  8 1091 

Mentioned 730 

Hall,  John.    Mentioned « • 97 

Hall*  Newton. 

Coneepondenoe  with  J.  Riohter  Jones •....••••••• 796 

Mentioned 8,54,56 

Beport  of  operations  Deo.  li^lO,  1862,  daring  expedition  to  Goldshorongh, 

N.  C 71 

HaU,  Rowland  M.    Mentioned 508 

]Ball,  "William  P.    Mentioned 32,50,51,124,960,261,578,629,707,734,1094 

Halleok,  Henry  W.    Mentioned 11,202,267,277,285,392, 

412, 419, 427, 445, 451, 470, 476,  482, 518, 530, 536, 538, 540, 564, 571, 572, 589, 
593, 613, 615,  618, 626, 629,  633, 637, 638, 641, 644,  645, 671, 681, 688, 718, 731 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Armg  Headguarten. 

I,  Wade.    Mentioned 815,876,891,1044 

L,  Daniel  W.    Mentioned 134,139,280,364 

Hanover  Station,  Va.    Skirmishat,  Ma73, 1863 3 

Banovertown  Ferry,  Va.    Skirmish  at.  May  4, 1863 3 

Hardy,  Oranvllle.    Mentioned • •••••••..        77 

Harka^ray,  Schooner. 

Mentioned 1066 

Seizure  of.    Commnnioations  Arom  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1056 

Harkneaa,  BUjah  A.    Mentioned 129 

HarUnd,  Bdward. 

Mentioned 277, 279, 287, 294,  r^Ol,  302, 306, 307, 315, 317, 570, 575, 658, 676, 735 

Report  of  siege  of  SoffoUc,  Va.,  AprU  11-May  4, 1863 312 

Harman,  William. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 806,809 

Mentioned 796,886 

Harrington,  Samuel.    Mentioned 159, 187 

Harris,  Robert.    Mentioned •• • 666 

Harria,T.  A.    Mentioned 270,978.280 

Harria,  Thomaa  W.    Mentioned 167,197,913 

Harriaon,  Scont.    Mentioned 923 

Harrison,  Aaa  H.    Mentioned 146 

Harrison,  Bnrton  N.    For  correspondence  as  Pyt.  Sec.,  see  J^erton  Davit. 
Harriaon,  George  P.,  Jr. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 831,851 

Mentioned 809,817,821,828,844,865,866,873,896 

Harriaon,  J.  "W.    Mentioned 260 

Harriaon,  Randolph.    Mentioned 798 

Hart,  Cbarlea  H.    Mentioned 70 

;,  Jamea  H.    Mentioned 299 

T.  D.    Mentioned 501,577,738 

Hart,  William.    Mentioned 66 

Hartwell,  Cephaa  L.    Mentioned 134 

Harvey,  William  H.    Mentioned 859 

Harvie,  Lewia  B.,  Mr. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 951 

Mentioned 813 

Harvie,  Lewia  B.,  Lieu  tenant.    Mentioned lOUti 

A  A.    Mentioned •••••• • 661 
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Hasteoiiek,  H.  C.    M^ntioiied 980,596,735 

Haakall,  John  C. 

Mentioiied 19B,  194, 196, 865, 964, 1004, 1007 

Beport  of  expedition  againet  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Maroh  8-16, 1863 190 

Haakini  Joaaph  A.    Mentioaed 608 

Haaty,  Thomaa  J.    Mentioned 44 

HawUna,  Rnah  C.    Mentioned 979,980,986^309,575,676 

Hawley,  Lonia  J.    Mentioned 990,1006 

Hayea,  H.    Mentioned 764.766 

Haynea,  Tbomaa  W.    Mentioned 349 

Haya,  Alexander.    Mentioned 606,876 

Hasan,  Mr.    Mentioned 8S7 

Beokman,  Cbarlaa  A. 

Mentioned 55,58,59,63,65,66,74,76,77,79,85,96,98,103, 

916,  990,  991,  378,  469,  500,  501,  548,  577,  609,603,693.638,678,700,1031 
Reports  of 

Goldaborongb,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-90, 1869 01 

Waahington,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  April  17-19, 1863 m 

Hodilok,  John  J. 

Coneepondenoe  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 848 

Mentioned 849,982 

Heft,  Caaper,  Schooner.    Mentioned 416 

Heine, 'William.    Mentioned 386,735 

Haintaalman,  GMunnal  F. 

Correepondence  with  Army  Headquarters 608,637 

Mentioned 373,884,1066,1070 

Henry  Bnrden,  Steamer.    Mentioned 599,601 

Henry,  M.W.    Mentioned 331,334,989,991,996,1010.1045,1046 

Herbert,  George  H.    Mentioned 306 

Heth,  Henry. 

Correspondence  with 

Davis,  W.  G.  M 653 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 853,854 

Mentioned 706,1045,1083.1089 

Hatsel,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 171,179 

Hickory  Forka»  Va. 

Expedition  heyond,  April  97, 1863.    "  Record  of  Events,"  7th  Army  Corps.     343 

Beconnaiisanoe  to  vicinity  of,  April  19, 1863.    Report  of  C.  C.  Tevia 341 

Hlok%  Mr.    Mentioned 570 

Hicka,  A.  H.    Mentioned 241 

Hill,  Captain.    Mentioned 462 

mil,  A.  P. 

Correspondence  with  A^Jntant  and  Inspector  General's  Ot&ce,  C.  8.  A 888 

Mentioned 385,706,866,1045 

mil,  Daniel  H. 

Address  to  soldiers 894 

Assignments  to  command 847,879,894,953 

Correspondence  with 

A^ntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1088, 

1032. 1034, 1061. 1067. 1079, 1082, 10d4 

Beauregard,  G.  T 892,1007,1019,1017,1091.1030.1036 

Clarke,  William  J 1013 

Colqmtt,A.  H 1074.1086 

Daniel,  Junius 914. 924. 930. 939. 944, 951, 954. 974. 1011, 1046. 1057. 1069 
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WH,  Danltf  EL-^ontinned. 
Cotiespondenoe  with 

OArDett,B.B 918,066,971,975,978,964,968,969,991,998,1001 

GibbB,  George  G 946 

Lee^BobertE 1063,1069,1071,1074,1075,1079 

Loogitieet,  James 896,908, 

906,  990,  993,  995,  931,  938,  937,  941,  943, 947,  948,  963,  966,968,  964, 
966, 978, 973,  975, 969, 990, 1031, 1088, 1046, 1047, 1060, 1057, 1061, 1078 

Manhall,  W.  H 1054 

Martin,  J.  G 965,1033,1059,1064,1065,1087,1069 

Navy  Department,  0.  8 919 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 1011,1019 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 195,883,981,965,990,1004,1007,1013,1087 

Baint,  G.  J 1068 

Banaom,  R^Jr ,  957,971,961,985,966,1000,1004 

Robertson,  B.  H 918,1007,1061 

War  Department,  C.  8 861, 

690, 963, 1005, 1016, 1047, 1048, 1060, 1068, 1063, 1059, 1076, 1079, 1098 

Wbitford,  John  N 1088,1054 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 893,896.904,910, 

978,  968,  987,  10S8, 1041,  1045, 1048, 1049, 1058, 1058, 1070, 1073, 1076, 1080 

Mentioiied 189, 

190,  810,  811,  816,  880,  830,  838,836,  845,  846^  875,  877,8781  881-883,  886^ 
891, 383, 330, 344, 385, 488, 549, 555, 568, 564, 587, 590, 605, 606, 614, 680, 688, 
683, 686, 687, 638, 644, 648, 660, 655, 667, 668, 684, 685, 689, 690, 698, 686, 699, 
700, 705, 742, 819, 831, 847, 851, 878, 891, 898, 901, 905, 907-909, 914, 916, 917, 
983,  984,  990,  937,  943,  945, 946,  949,  953,  969-961,  966,  969,  970,973,979, 
981,983, 996-999, 1018, 1014,  1015^  1017, 1080, 1088, 1089, 1031, 1038, 1034, 
1095,  1045, 1058, 1064,  1066, 1069,  1077,  1078^  1081-1084, 1086»  1088, 1089 

Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C.,  Maroh  8-16, 1863 188 

HHI,  James  C.    Mentioned •••      898 

Hm,  J.  H.    Mentioned 116 

HOI,  James  H.    For  correspondence,  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  W,  R.  C.  WkMmg, 

BUI,  Samuel.    Mentioned 568 

Hill,  Theron  D.    Mentioned 59,60 

RUler,  Fnderlok  L.    Mentioned 736 

mi'a  Potiit,  N.  C. 

Affair  at,  April  16, 1863.    See  reparU  of  Foster ,  p.  818 ;  Potter,  pp.  818, 819. 
Engagement  at,  April  8, 1863.    See  report  of  Foiter^  p.  818. 
Hill'a  Fotiit,  Va.    Skirmish  near.  May  3. 1863.    See  April  ll-Jfay  4, 1863.  Siege 
of  Suffolk,  Va,    Beporte  of 
Datton,  Arthnr  H.  0«tty,  George  W.  Pack,  John  J. 

Hindea,  PnlaakL    Mentioned 68 

Hinda,  Oeorge  "W. 

Mentioned 500 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C,  Deo.  14, 1868 100 

Hinea,  John  C.    Mentioned 198 

Hlnton,  Mr.    Mentioned 650 

Hitohoook,  B.  A.    Mentioned 59 

Hitohoook,  Oeorge  H.    Mentioned 168,578 

Hobba,  Mosea.    Mentioned 568 

Hoffinan,  Southard.    Mentioned 81,89,817,233,512,618,613 

For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  John  G.  Footer;  also  Innio  N.  Palmer, 
HoAnan,  Mr.    Mentioned 961 
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Hoke,  R.  F.    Mentioned .••....-^.«      98B 

Holbrook,  Charles  L. 

Mentioned 69,76,466,500,877,736 

Reports  of 

Goldsborongb,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-80, 1868 80 

KinstOD,  N.  C.    Expedition  toward,  April  27-Mfty  1,1863 349 

Hdlden,  WilUam.    Mentioned 512 

Holden,  William  W.    Mentioned lOgS 

Holly,  Thomas  P.    Mentioned 757 

Holmes,  Thaophllns  H.    Mentioned 859 

Holt,B.  J.    Mentioned 156 

Homans,  Oeorgo  H.    Mentioned 350 

Hood,  J.  B. 

Correspondence  with  Samnel  Q.  French 1048 

lientioned 875,291,384-386,338, 

334,  337, 339, 488, 549, 579, 583, 567, 604, 605, 085, 632. 641. 679, 680, 683, 690- 
698, 738, 876, 880, 888, 890, 898, 899, 915-917, 983, 985-«87, 933, 937, 948, 944, 
963,970,989,995,1008,  1010,  1015, 1017, 1033,  1037-1048,  1045,  1047,  1068 

Hook,  ComeUns,  Jr.    Mentioned 469,501 

Hooker,  George  H.    Mentioned 96,101,108 

Hooker,  Joseph. 

Co-operation  of  Dix  with.    See  ChaneeUarwHle  Compoign^  Va.^  April  87- 

May  6,  1863. 
Correspondence  with 

Army  Headqnarten 683,709 

Dix,  John  A 667,671,678,689,787,730,738,733,738 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 683,687,730,739 

Kilpatrick,  Jadson. 731 

Peck,  John  J 583, 

586, 600, 606, 644, 663, 655, 658, 667. 678, 679, 680, 683, 684, 691, 698 

Mentioned 189,867,879,881,888,884,286,384,549,567,586,587,604,^0,616, 

634,  H30, 638, 633,  639, 644, 649, 650. 668, 668, 680,  CS^-^Sb,  687, 691, 693, 696, 
699, 706. 709, 711, 714, 780. 781,  783, 724, 788, 730, 738, 739, 876, 877, 888, 883, 
896, 898, 911, 988, 948, 944, 951, 953, 954, 959, 967,  lOCl,  1008, 1014. 1084, 1036, 
1046-1048. 1054.  1055,  1057,  1063, 1066,  1060,  1070,  1075.  1078,  1067,  1090 

Hopkins,  Mr.    Mentioned 797 

Hopkina,  Dickinson  8.    Mentioned 341 

Hopkins,  F.    Mentioned 666 

Horton,  Charlea  8.    Mentioned 871,277 

Horton, 'William  L.    Mentioned 364,365 

Hoat^  Mr.    Mentioned 570 

Howard,  Jamea.    Mentioned 748 

Howard,  Oliver  O.    Mentioned 1029 

Howard,  Robert  V.  W.    Mentioned 126,1094 

Howell,  Joahna  B. 

Mentioned 79,96,99,500.548,577.678,738 

Report  of  operations  Dec.  13-17,  during  expedition  to  Goldsboroagh.  K.  C.      101 

Hndgin,  "Walter  G.    Mentioned 342 

Hudson,  City  of,  Steamer.    Mentioned 450 

Hudson,  James,  jr.    Mentioned 578 

Huffman,  Q.  D.    Meiitione<^ 342 

Huger,  Battery.  Va.    Capture  of,  April  19,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Carroll,  Gray 389 

Cunningham,  George  A 340 
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Bngor,  Batteiy,  Va.    Capture  of,  AprQ  19, 1863— dontinaed. 

Commnnications  tram 

Diz,  John  A 637 

French,  Samuel  G 387,328,337,340 

Longstreet,  James 326 

Peck,  John  J 637 

Pendleton,  W.  F 335 

Shnmaker,  L.M 328 

Strihling,  K.  M 328 

See  alao  lAmgitreet  io  SMdom^  p.  1014. 

Bepoitoof 

Boggs,  F.  J 333 

Connally,  John  K 838 

Bearing,  Jamee 334 

French,  SamnelQ 324 

Jones,  John  A 337 

Shnmaker,  L.  M 331 

Strihling,  B.M 336 

Ward,  John  £ 314 

See  also  April  11-May  4, 1863.    SUgt  of  Suffolk,  Va,    RoporU  of 

Bntton,  Arthur  H.  0«tty,  0«otge  W.  Peek,  John  J. 

Hnghea,  JohnH.    Mentioned 296 

HuBliea,N.    Mentioned 194 

Hnghea,  Patrick  J.    Mentioned 134,138 

Hnghaton,  Robert  8.    Mentioned 287,676 

Hnll,  Commodore,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 211,213-216 

Home,  Mr.    Mentioned 580 

Humphreys,  Qeorge  W.    Mentioned 308 

Hunchback,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 25,170,172,185,223.224,230,231 

Hungary  Station,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  May  4, 1883 3 

Hunt,  FranklinL.    Mentioned 493,507,885 

Hunt,  John  8.    Mentioned 280 

Hunt,  Lewis  C. 

Mentioned 96.500.548,599,679,1060,1064 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C,  Deo.  14,  1862 99 

Hunt, 'William  C.    Mentioned 368 

Hunter,  I>avid. 

Controversy  with  Foster.    See  Note,  p.  538. 

Mentioned 567, 570, 577, 633, 711, 890, 904, 905, 911, 1018, 1030, 1046, 1047, 1050 

Hunter  Woodia,  Steamer.    Mentioned 611 

Hutchinga,  W.  V.    Mentioned 602 

Hutchina,  Robert.    Mentioned 880 

niinoia  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Cavalry— ^fl^/me/rfs:  12th,  360,  701,  706-70^  1044. 

lutBkntTj—Regiments:  39th,  35,  37,  377,  487,  548,  577,  678,  738. 
Indiana  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

In&ntry— ^fl^/me/rfs :  13th,  17,  18,  44,125,132-139,286,289.293-295,298,377,  487, 
575,676,734,1093. 
Intercourae.    See  Trado  and  InferooHr$e. 

Internationa],  Ship.    Mentioned 492,494 

Iredell,  C.  T.    Mentioned 744 

Ironaidea,  U.  S.  8.    See  New  IronHdei,  U.  8,  S. 

Jack,  Joseph.    Mentioned 578,737 

Jackson,  D.  A.    Mentioned 80 

Jackson,  George.    Mentioned 121,122,1048 


1142  IHDEX. 


Jaokflon,  Thomas  J. 

Death  of,  annonnced — 1073 

MentioDed 39, 884, 385, 551, 562, 714, 739, 1045, 1048,  IO60, 1067. 1C73 

Jaokaonvillo,  N.  C.    Bkirmish  near,  Jan.  SO,  1863.    See  Kew  Beme,  N.  C. 
Reoonnai$9aneefiram,  Jtm,  17-21, 1863. 

Jacob  Bffarten,  Sloop.    Mentioned 595 

Jaooba,  Ferxla,  Jr. 

Mentioned 69,154,159,163,164,366,566 

BepoTtsof 

Qoldaborongh,  N.  C.  Operations,  Dec.  13-14, 1862,  during  expedition  to.       72 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Demonstration  on,  March  6-8, 1863 162 

James,  Lientenant.    Mentioned 280,566 

Jamea  River,  Va. 
Defenses  of. 

Commnnieations  from 

Brown,  Jack • 921 

Dayis,  JefTezson 870 

French,  SamnelQ 870 

Longstreet;  James 906 

Smith,  Gnstavns  W 870,871 

War  Department,  C.  8 743,870,871 

Dayidson,  Hnntet,  placed  in  charge  of  sabmarine 743 

Naval  operations.    Commonications  frt>m 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 743 

Milligan,  J.F 741 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 376 

Operations  on  south  side  of,  Ang.  20, 18e2-Jane  3, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 846, 909, 1064 

Army  Headquarters 459,479,511 

Daniel,  Junius 745 

DU,  JohnA 386,387,398,400,403,406,410,454,455,459,460,464, 

465, 473, 474, 476, 477. 479, 483^86, 507-509,  513, 517-«21, 534, 537, 538, 540, 
641, 549-651. 553, 655, 556, 558, 561, 563, 567, 579, 627, 628, 698, 717, 719, 790 

Dodge,  Charles  C 551 

Elsey,  Arnold 871,919 

Ferebee,  D.  D 745,748 

Ferry,  0.8 399,483-485,488,495 

Fiench,  Samuel  O 846,906,1069 

Hannan,  William 808,809 

Jenkins,M 940,946,961,1086 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 692,583 

Lee,EobertE 784,846,851 

Lee,  8.  P 393,413,519,566,693,713 

Longstreet,  James 909,910,918,960,956,1045,1094 

Mansfield,  Joseph  K.  F 385 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 442 

Peck,  John  J 401,416,441,444,446,453,455,458-460,464, 

465, 474, 476, 482, 485, 604, 507, 610^13,  516, 517, 51^^522, 524, 528, 530, 531, 
534-537, 539, 540, 542, 543, 550-552, 555-558,  562, 564-^66, 571, 573, 582, 566, 
626,627,639,644,652,  654,667,658,673,  699, 706, 710,  n4, 719, 723. 725, 744 

PryoT,EogerA 790,845,877,879,888 

Roberts,  W.  Dewees 693 

Smith,  Oustavns  W 743,747-749,761.800,845 
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Fugs. 
Jamas  RlTar,  Va.— ContiniiecL 

Opeiatiomi  on  south  aide  of,  Ang.  90, 180fMiine  3, 1863. 
CommimioatioiiB  ftom 

StrattoD,  Franklin  A dOS 

Viele,  Egbert  L 642 

War  Department,  C.  8 845,860 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,with  Aimy 383, 

400,408,410,411  413,519,666,093,004,008,709-704 
Seealao 
Ang.        31, 1862.  FrmUfUm.    SkirmUk  at, 
Sept.   2-  3, 1862.  amfolk,    EapeditUmfrom. 
Oet.  3, 1862.  Blaekwater,    8kirmi$h  <m  ike^near  FrankUm. 

Blmekw€it9r»    Afakr  on  Ika,  aeer  ZinA, 
15, 1862.  OiimMU,    S^^rMk  aesr. 
25, 1802.  Zaai.    SkkmMi  nMor. 
29, 1862.  BlaekwtOtr.    Skirmkk  an  ike, 
31, 1802.  F^wikHn,    Skbrmitk  at. 
Hot.  12-14, 1802.  St^olk.    Operatimii  about,  inetaOimg  iMrmi$ke9  (ISA) 

at  ProMeitce  Ckmrck  and  (14<A)  at  BlackwaUr  BriOf^ 
and  Zuni, 
17, 1862.  CamffUh,    Agokr  near, 
18, 1862.  Franklin.    SkinnUk  at 
Dec.  1,  1862L  Beaver  Dam  Chnrek.    Skirmieh  at, 

2, 1862.  Blaekwater.    Skirmiek  on  tke,  near  Franklin, 
8-12, 1862.  Bugolk,    Beeonnaieeaneei  from,  to  the  Bladcwater,  atid 
ikirmiihei  at  and  about  Zuni. 

82. 1862.  Wtndeor  and  at  Joker's  Ferrff.    Sklrmiekee  near. 
28>  1862.  Sufolk  and  at  Providence  Church.    SMrmithee  near, 

Jan.     8-10,  1863.  Blaekwaier,    Expedition  firom  Suffolk  toward  the, 
0, 1863.  Providence  Chmreh.    Skirmieh  near. 

30. 1863.  DeeertedEouee,  or  Kelly'i  Store,  near  Suffolk.  Engage- 

ment at. 
Feb.  5,  1863.  Olive  Branch  Church.    Skirmieh  near. 

7,  1863.  Olive  Branch  Chnrek.    SMrmitih  at. 
Mar.     7-  9,  1863.  Suffolk.    Seeonnaieeance  from,  and  ekirmiek  (9tik)  near 

Windeor. 
17,  1863.  Franklin.    Skirmieh  near. 
25, 1863.  Norfolk.    Affair  at. 
April  ll>May  4, 1863.  Suffolk.    Siege  of. 

Hay   12-26,  1863.  Seaboard  and  Roanoke  RaUroad,    Operatione  on  the, 

and  ekirmiehee  {Ibih,  leth)  near  CarreviUe. 
15-28, 1863.  Norfolk  and  Petereburg  BaUroad.    Operatione  on  the, 
and  ehrmiehee  {\7th)  near  Providence  Chmreh  and 
(23d)  at  Antioeh  Church  and  Barher^e  Croee-Roade. 
Also  Dix  to  Hallecky  pp.  388,389,395,396;  J)ix  to  Lee,  p.  412;  Dte  to 
Uneoln,  p.  458;  Lincoln  to  Dix,  p.  458;  Eegee  to  Halleek,  p.  587; 
Dix  to  Foeter,  p.  607;  French  to  Vance,  p.  760 ;  Smith  to  Lee,  p.  780. 
Jaiiie%  "W.  H. 

Correepondence  with  North  CaroHna,  Goyemorof 957 

Mentioned 849 

jr.  C.  Roker,  Schooner.    Mentioned 475 

Jenldna,  A.  0. 

Correepondence  with  North  Carolina,  Goyemor  of 863 

Mentioned 896,902.934,935 


1144  INDEX. 


Jenkins,  M. 

Coirespondence  with 

Frenob,  Samuel  0 1010,  lul8, 1033, 1043, 1066 

LongHtreet,  James 923,940,946,961,963 

Mentioned 275, 291, 329,  :{:i0,:t55, 549,571, 

583,683,704,705,722,909,  910,  917,  930,993,  1010,  1016,  1017,  1025,  1033, 
1038,  1039,  1043,  1044,  1056,  1066,  1067,  1071, 1075-1079,  1082-1086^  1088 
Jenney,  Ed^vin  8. 

Mentioned 63,64 

Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsboroagh,  N.  C,  Dec.  1 1-20, 1862 66 

Jeaaie,  Steamer.    Mentioned 1022 

Jeenp,  General,  U.  S.  8.    See  Qeneral  Jeatip,  U,  8.  S. 
Jooknlck,  George  F. 

Mentioned 8,213,218,390,737 

Report  of  skirmish  near  Washington,  N.  C.  Feb.  13,  1863 156 

John  A.  Vramer,  Steamer.    Mentioned 295,387,422,429 

John  Brooke,  Steamer.    Mentioned 502 

John  FaxTon,  Steamer.    Mentioned 240,241,243 

John  Francifl,  Schooner.    Mentioned 433,434,440 

John  L.  Lookwood,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 172, 182, 223, 229, 241-244, 463, 630 

John  Rioe,  Steamer.    Mentioned 706 

Johneon,  Captain.    Mentioned 280 

Johneon,  A.  B. 

Correspondenoe  with  T.  Q.  Baylor 664 

Mentioned 280 

Johnaob,  Jamea.    Mentioned..-. 576.734,1094 

Johnaon,  Jamea  A.    Mentioned 734 

Johneon,  William.    Mentioned 575,735 

Johnaton,  George  H.    Mentioned 216,221 

Johneton,  Jamea  C.    Mentioned 526 

Johnston,  Joseph  E. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1082 

Mentioned 777,  «47, 1077, 1080, 1082, 1084, 10» 

Jones,  John  A.    Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Hager,  Va.,  April  19, 1863 337 

Jones,  John  R.    Correspondence  with  Gnstavns  W.  Smith 751 

Jones,  J.  Richter. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  Q 163,514,529,569,696,713,716,718,724 

Hall,  N 726 

Death  of,  announoed 729 

Mentioned 155,225-227,343-348,350,362-371,557,577.665,729,1073 

Reports  of 

Batchelder's  Creek,  N.  C.    Expedition  from,  Feb.  12-13, 1863 153, 154 

Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstrations  on. 

March  6-8, 1863 160 

May  20-23, 1863 364 

Operations  April  30, 1863,  daring  expedition  toward 351, 353 

Nense,  Dover,  and  Trent  roads,  N.  C.    Reconnaissances  on,  Jan.  27-28, 

1863 131 

Sandy  Ridge,  K.  C.    Skirmish  at.  April20,1863 239 

Jones,  Richard  F.    Mentioned , 814,819 

Jones,  Samuel. 

Correspondence  with 

French,  William  H 936 
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Page. 
Jones,  Samnel-^ontinned. 
CorrespoDdence  with 

War  DepartmeDt,  C.  8 935,936 

MeBtioned 663,787,803,815,908,909,934,935,1078,1088,1089 

Jones,  'Warner  T.    Mentioned 814 

Jones,  W.  B.    Mentioned 946.948 

Jordan,  H.  T.    Mentioned 340 

Jordan,  John  V.    Mentioned 121 

Jordan,  Thomas.    Mentioned 681 

For  oorreepondeoce  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  Q.  T.  BeaMtegard. 

Josselyn,  Francis.    Mentioned S17 

Joordan,  James. 

Itinerary  of  dd  Brigade,  6th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps.    Siege  of  Wash- 
ington, N.C.,  April  7-22,  1863 854 

Mentioned 167,173.176,225-227,238,473,648,578,599,679,736,737 

"  Becord  of  Events,''  2d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps.    Skirmish 

near  Deep  Onlly,  N.  C,  March  30,  1863 209 

Joy,  Henry  8.    Mentioned 157 

Joyce,  W.  A.    Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina 880 

Joyner'a  Ferry,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  22, 1862.    Report  of  Orris  S.  Ferry  . .      123 

Joynea,  "W.  T.    Mentioned 874 

Jndson,  J.  A.    Mentioned 365 

For  correspondence  as  Asst.  A4jt.  Gen.,  see  ImnU  N.  Palmer. 

Keese,  Oliver,  Jr.    Mentioned 736 

Keith,  C.  C.  F.    Mentioned 61,62 

Keith,  James  A.    Mentioned. 881,893,808,909 

Kelly'a  Store,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863.    See  Deaerted  Hou9e,  Va, 
Kelton,  J.  C.    For  correspondence,  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Arm^f  Headqmarten. 

Kemper.  J.  L.    Mentioned 687,688, 

692.915,917,929,  931-933,937,  938,941,951,956,957,  960^962,964.966,969 

Kennebeo,  Steamer.    Mentioned 501 

Kennedy,  John  T.    Mentioned 986,1007 

Kennedy,  T.  J.    Mentioned 65,66,737 

Kennely,  John.    Mentioned 295 

Kent,  Frank  D.    Mentioned 158 

Kent,  Jonathan  W.    Mentioned 70 

Kent,  William  F.    Mentioned 130 

Keoknk,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 592 

Keyea,  Brasmna  D. 

Assmnes  command  (temporarily)  of  Department  of  Virginia 586 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 585-589, 591, 592, 595, 596, 599, 601, 603, 604, 609, 739 

Busteed,  Richard 206 

Diz,  John  A 130, 151, 205, 488, 491, 492, 515, 517, 529, 532, 582, 599, 603, 

622, 628, 641, 651, 652, 673, 689,  692, 693, 701,  702. 705, 714, 716,  717, 728, 732 

Famsworth,  John  G 628 

Foster,  John  G 592,601 

Hooker,  Joseph 683,687,730,739 

Kilpatrick,  Jndson 359 

King,  Eufns 263-265,601  607 

Lee,  S.  P.  522,596,597,603-605.611 

Lewis.  William 517,573 

McClelian,  George  B 373,:i74,378 

Palmer,  Innis  N 592,593 
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Kjejem,  Eraflmus  D. — Continaed. 
Correspondence  with 

Peck,  John  J 503,5e7-«00,ea3,€06 

West,  Robert  M 266,6^9,693 

Mentioned 49,203,256,258,260,966,967,381,361,376-376, 

381, 382,  385. 388, 389, 411, 433, 4U,  445, 467, 468, 486, 494, 499, 539, 546, 568, 
574, 576, 591 ,  593, 596, 597,601, 607, 612, 616, 618, 660, 665, 675, 677, 689, 692, 
702, 704, 706, 707, 721, 727,  r30,  739-734,  1095,  1096, 1058,  1078,  1079,  1094 
Reports  of 

Matthews  County,  Va.    Expedition  into.  May  19-29, 1863 359 

OUve  Branch  Church.  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7, 1863 149, 150 

WiUiamsborg,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  April  11, 1863 968 

Torktown,  Va.    Expeditions  from. 

Jan.  7-0,1863 194 

April  1,1863 956 

Xllpatriok,  Judaon. 
Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 707,710,721 

Hooker,  Joseph 721 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 359 

Mentioned 360, 361, 706-708,  TJO.  732 

Report  of  expedition  into  Matthews  County,  Va. ,  May  1^-92, 1863 360 

Kimball,  Edgar  A.    Mentioned 279,705 

Kimberly,  W.  H.    Mentioned 436 

Klmberly  &  Broa.    Mentioned 493,434 

Klnoald,  James  M.    Mentioned 16 

King,  BUaon.    Mentioned 893 

King,  Reuben  V.    Mentioned 376,377,411,577 

King,  Roitis. 

Correspondence  with 

Anny  Headquarters 706,706 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 963-265,601,607 

War  Department,  U.S 706,708 

West,  Robert  M 966,612 

Mentioned 570,677,734 

Report  of  skirmish  at  WiUiamsburg,  Va.,  April  11.  1863 96^966 

King  and  Queen  County,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  Deo.  19,  1869.    See  York- 
towMf  Va,    ReoonnaUaanoefrom,  Dee,  11-15, 1802. 

Kinaly,  Scout.    Mentioned 1022 

Klnaton,  N.  C. 

Demonstrations  on. 
March  6-8, 1863. 

Communications  from 

Foster,  John  G 549,566 

Jones,  J.  Richter 163 

Reports  of 

Chamberlain,  James  R • 163 

Daniel,  Junius 166 

Jacobs,  Ferris,  Jr 162 

Jones,  J.  Richter 160 

Pickett,  Josiah 166 

May  20-23,  1863. 

Casualties.    Returns  of.    Union  troops 363 

Communications  from  John  O.  Foster 7^ 
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yipt^wi,  H.  C.— Contiinwd* 
Demonstrations  on. 
Mfty  9(^23, 1863. 

Itinerary  of  Palmer's  divUdoD,  Idth  Corps 364 

Medals  of  honor  (Union)  awaidsd 369 

Reports  of 

Cartiss,  Carlton  B 367 

Foster,  JohnO 368,363 

Jones,  J.  Biohter 364 

Lyman,  Lake • 366 

PeiiBon,  Gtoorge  H 366 

PiokeU,  Josiah 370 

Biohniond,  SilasP 371 

Engagement  at,  Dec.  14,  1862. 

Commonioations  from  N.  G.  Evana 114,115 

Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G 68 

Hinds,  George  W 100 

Hont,  Lewis  C » 

Leggett,  Bobert • 84 

MaUett,  Peter 116 

Maxwell,  Wilson  C 104 

Taylor,  Alexander  W 108 

Wellman,  Abijsh  J 98 

See  also  JDm.  11-20, 1802.    ExpeditUm  to  Ootdiharaugk,  N,  C,    ReparU  of 

AjDory,  ThomM  J.  C.  Heokmsa,  Charles  A.  Smith,  GottaTas  W. 

Cluunben,  John  Q.  Howell,  Joahna  &  Stereoaoo,  Thomas  O. 

Oodman,  Charles  R.  Jenney,  JEdwln  S.  Taylor.  Darld  A. 

Brana,  Kathan  O.  Ledlie.  James  fl.  WosseUs,  Heary  W. 

Fellows,  John  F.  Piokett,  Joaiah.  Zabriakia,  Abi 

Ftater,  John  O.  ghnrtiefl;  William  8. 

Expeditions  toward. 
April  16-21,  1863. 

Commanications  from  Henry  Prince 631,635,< 

Beporteof 

Barton,  James 238 

Prince,  Henry 225 

Bichmond,  Silas  P 238 

See  also  IHnerarg  2d  Brigade^  5th  Diviiiony  p.  254. 
April  27-May  1, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Foster,  JohnG 665 

Palmer,  Innis  N 665 

Beportsof 

Codman,  CharlesB 349 

Holbrook,  Charles  L 349 

Jones,  J.  Bichter 351,353 

Lyman,  Lake 348 

Palmer,  InoisN 343-345 

Peiraon,  George  H 347 

Kinston  Road,  N.  C.    Skirmishes  on  the,  Dec.  11-12,  1862.    See  Doe.  11-20, 
1H62.    Kxpodition  to  Goldsborougk,  If,  C.    Beport9  of 

Footer,  John  G.  Hoehman.  Charies  A.  Smith.  GostaTus  W. 

HaU,  Kewton.  Mosoliell,  John  F.  Zabriakle,  Abram. 
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Vttff 

Klrby,  Mr.    Mentioned 409 

Kleokner,  Charles.    Mentioned f.76.1ttM 

Kleins,  Chxistopher. 

Mentioned 1S2 

Reports  of  skinmshes  at  and  near  Olive  Branch  Chnroh,  Va. 

Feb.  5,  1863 148 

Feb.  7,  1863 150 

Knapp,  Gtoorge  H.    Mentioned 89 

Knight,  Q.  B.    Mentioned 900 

Kingsley,  Franklin.    Mentioned 70 

Knoderer,  Charles  A.    Mentioned 132,135,139,1093 

Knox,  J.  B.    Mentioned 171,817,613 

Koemer,  P.  W.  Osoar.    Mentioned 192 

Kurtz,  John.    Mentioned 24,26,S9,37B 

Laoy,  John  B.    Mentioned 144 

Lamb,  John  C.    Mentioned 49,953 

Lamb,  WiUianL 

Correspondenoe  with 

Frobel,  B.  W 842 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 843,857 

Mentioned 849,911 

LaMotte,  Charles  B.    Mentioned 360,361 

Lamson,  R.  H. 

Correspondence  with  8.  P.  Lee 642 

Mentioned 267,268,870,271,276,278,280,881,883,304,307, 

317,  318,  320,  322, 61 7, 634, 635, 637, 642-645, 661-663, 666, 674, 686, 694, 703 

Report  of  siege  of  Safifolk,  Va.,  April  ll-May  4, 1863 662 

Lane,  Bama.    Mentioned 1013 

Lane,  James  H.    Mentioned 856 

Latrobe,  O.    Mentioned 896 

Law,  B.  M.    Mentioned 325, 

826, 332-334, 33&-340, 680, 782, 915, 917, 1002. 1014, 1040, 1042 

Lawrence,  Q.  M.    Mentioned 322 

Leary,  John.    Mentioned 298 

Leary,  John  B.    Mentioned 568 

Leary,  J.  S.,  jr.    Mentioned 552 

Leatherby, 'William  D.    Mentioned 351 

Lechler,  A.  A.    Mentioned 577,738 

Ladlle,  James  H. 

Mentioned 56,59,411,469,471,478,601,533,647.549,576,678,679 

Report  of  operations  Deo.  11-17,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Gtoldsborough, 

N.  C 63 

Lee,  Charles.    Mentioned 1084 

Lee,  Fitshngh.    Mentioned 150,860,865,587,600,899 

Lee,  Franoia  L. 

Correspondenoe  with  John  O.  Foster 147,560,561,566,567 

Mentioned 83,468,600,577,737 

Report  of  expedition  to  Flymonth,  N.  C,  Feb.  1-10, 1863 145 

Lee,  G.  W.  C.    Correspondence  with  Arnold  Elzey 1092 

For  correspondence  as  Aide-de-Camp,  see  Jeferwn  Davi§, 
Lee,  Horaoe  C. 

Correspondence  with  Innis  N.  Palmer 602 

Mentioned 21,64,57,58,65,87,88,186,187,249.345, 

346. 363-365, 368, 370,  371, 378, 468, 469, 500, 533, 548, 577, 598, 665, 678, 736 
Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsborongh,  N.  C,  Dec.  11-80, 1862 84 
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Pace. 

I.ee,  Jay  B.    Mentioned 64,73,89,91,469,501,678,737 

Lee,  Jobn  C. 

Comepondenoe  with  John  A.  Dix 610 

Mentioned 273,276,880,376,377 

Im99,  Marehal).    Mentioned 1013 

laee,  Riohard  H,    Mentioned 198 

Pee,  Robert  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  ▲ 875, 1028, 1029, 1034 

Davia,  Jeflfereon 856;  1077, 1078, 1083, 1088 

Elzey,  Arnold 966,979,1066,1070 

Hill,D.  H 1063,1069,1071.1074.1075,1079 

Longstreet,  Jamee 883, 

896. 898, 903, 906, 911, 921, 923, 924, 926, 927, 933, 937, 942-944, 946, 
948-950,  954,  958-960,  966,  969.  996,  999,  1018,  1024,  1037, 1049 

North  Carolina,  Governor  o£ 928,1072 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 1066, 1066 

Smith,  GusUvns  W 768,771,784,786,803,818,882 

War  Department^  C.  8 801, 802, 805, 810, 812, 814, 817, 819. 825, 844-846, 

851,876, 877,  879,  880,  882.  889.  974,  998, 1009, 1017. 1066. 1072, 1090,  1092 

Mentioned 275,  281, 282, 335,  ?85, 484, 524, 556,  587, 588, 624, 

639,  667,  680, 682, 684, 685, 708, 709. 720, 723, 724, 727. 730, 732, 733, 739, 740, 
748. 749, 751-753, 757, 760, 762, 768, 771, 776, 777. 779. 780, 782, 786,  789, 790, 
799, 801, 816, 823, 826, 827, 830-833, 836-838, 840, 841, 845, 847, 850, 871, 873, 
874,891,900,919,925,927,932,953,1027-1029,  1032,  1037,  1044,1047,1048, 
1050-1052,  1062,  1066,  1067,  1069,  1070, 1076,  1079-1082,  1086, 1086,  1091 

Iiee,  8.  P. 

Correepondenoe  with 

Davenport,  H.  K 463 

Dix,  John  A 387,391,393^394,399,402-406,406,409,411- 

414, 416, 417, 420-422, 426-428, 431-433. 435. 438-443, 447, 449, 450, 489, 490, 
507, 510, 515, 519, 522. 523. 531, 534, 535, 640-^2, 544, 545^  547, 650, 563, 560, 
566^  580,  582, 585, 587, 588, 611, 615, 616, 621, 631, 634, 636, 639, 642, 644, 645, 
651.  654, 660, 666,  673,  685. 693. 694, 696-698, 704, 709, 713, 717, 731, 738-741 

Edisto,  Maater  of  Bark 621 

Fetter,  John  G 630,647,666,680,681,688,715,731 

Keyes,  Erasmne  D 522,596,597,603-606,611 

Lamaon,  B.  H 642 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 429,430,442,448,650 

Peck,  John  J 596.606,607,611,617,618,621,634.635,643,702 

Stepping  Stones,  U.  S.  8.,  Commanding  Officer 610 

Instmotions  to  naval  officers 400 

Mentioned 4,15,16,48,183,210,256,258,263,267,269-271,276, 

280, 281, 388, 403, 404, 407, 408, 419, 420,  430, 436-4;)8, 440. 442, 451-453, 457, 
493, 511, 541, 563, 664, 679, 586, 590, 696, 616-618, 629,  635, 637,  639, 663, 687 

Lee,  8.  B.    Mentioned 751, 759. 764. 793. 810. 901. 917, 952, 1036. 1086 

X«ee,  'W.  H.  F.    Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  S 1046 

LeesviUe,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  April  4,  1863.    See  report  of  Peak,  p.  27a   Also 

from  **  Becord  ^  Events,**  p.  271. 
Z«aggett,  Robert. 

Mentioned 59.83.468,500 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C,  Dec.  14,  1862 84 

Lehmann,  T.  F.    Mentioned 577.737 

Lemons,  William.    Mentioned 93.95 
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Xietoher,  John.    Mentioned 887,831,834,840,977,998,1006 

For  oomapondenoe,  etc.,  aee  Fir^iiia,  GoMmw  nf, 

laeTenthorpe.  C.    Mentioned 113,182,145,804,806,906,974 

Lewla^  D.  W.    Correspondence  with  D.  D.  Ferebee 824 

LewiB,  George  W. 

Correspondence  with 

Pahner,  InnisN 569 

PrincCyHenry 177 

Mentioned 167-170.172,173,177,258,369,737 

Report  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  6-10,  1863 177, 178 

Ziewls,  WUlianL 

Correspondence  with 

Bnsteed,  Richard 203,204 

Keyes,  ErasmnsD 517,573 

Mentioned 130,151,201,203,206,517,529,576,734,1094 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Va.,  March  29, 1863 205 

Xiewia,  William  Oaston.    Mentioned 915,933 

Xdebenau,  J.  H.    Mentioned 404 

Zagget,  Orey.    Mentioned 1090 

Ziinoolii,  Abraham. 

Correspondence  with  John  A.  Diz 455,458,468,493,530,553 

Orders,  Nov.  12, 1868.    Trade  and  Intercourse 452 

Proclamation.    Trade  and  Interoonrse 572 

Mentioned 11,401,421,433,438,445,450,452,460,498. 

525, 536, 541, 565, 572, 573, 581, 651, 667, 711, 730, 739, 741, 837, 854, 894, 905 

Llndaay,  William  J.    Mentioned 68,171 

Zdttle  Magmdor,  Steamer.    Mentioned 124 

Zdttie,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 115 

Zilttle  Cx«ek,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  Nov.  8,  1868.    See  Iftm  Berne,  N.  C.    Eaqpe- 
diiionfrom,  Nov.  1-12, 1868. 

Little,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 150 

Zdyingaton,  John  W.    Mentioned 403,713 

Zdssiei  Steamer.    Mentioned 475,939,1035 

Lookwood,  Henry  H.    Mentioned 448,449,494 

XiOokwood,  John  la.,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 172, 182,283,229.241-844,463,630 

ZfOgla,  William  K.    Mentioned 734 

ZfOng  Island,  Steamer.    Mentioned 640 

iKmg,  A.  L.    For  correspondence  as  Military  Secretary,  see  Bcbert  K,  Lee. 

Long,  John  O.    Mentioned 749,973 

Zaongatreot,  James. 

Assignments  to  command 895 

Assumes  command  of  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Caroiink 896 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  Generars  Office,  C.  S.  A 695, 

900, 907, 909, 913, 914, 918, 987, 930, 1029, 1038, 1034, 1037 

Beauregard,  G.  T 905 

Elzey,  Arnold 871,910,918,919,953,965.968,1023 

French,  Samuel  G 388, 

337,  340,  906,  908,  914,  946^  948,  989,  993,997-099,  1001-1004,  lOOt'.  1010, 
1015,  1016,  1020,  1081,  1085,  1026,  1039;  1037, 1039-1041,  1043,  1044,  1046 

Gibbs,  George  C 945 

Hill,D.  H 898.908, 

906, 920, 923, 925. 931, 932, 937, 941, 94:i,  947,948, 953, 956, 968, 964, 968, 
978,  973,  975,  989,  990,  1031,  1038,  1046,  1047  1050,  1057,  1061,  1078 
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LongBtreet,  Jamos— Oontinned. 
Correspondenoe  with 

Jenkins,  M 923,940,946,961,983 

Lee,Bobert£ 883, 896, 896, 903, 906, 911, 981,923, 924, 926, 987,933, 937, 

942-«44, 946, 948-950, 964, 958-960, 966,  969,996, 999, 1018, 1024, 1037, 1049 

Lynch,  W.F 1071 

North  CarolinA,  Governor  of 1094 

Pendleton,  W.  N 335 

Piokett,  George  E 967 

Pryor,RogerA 896 

Saneom,  B.,  Jr 949,960,961 

Boberteon,  B.  H 963 

War  Department,  C.  8 326,910,967,97^,972, 

977, 979, 981, 983, 996, 998, 1002, 1014, 1015, 1025, 1039, 1042, 1045, 1050, 1051 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 905, 907, 913, 920, 943, 945, 947, 949, 961, 962, 972, 973 

Mentioned 20, 184, 265, 269, 275, 2n,  278, 281-285, 290, 291, 32:).  3  M,  329-331, 

334, 335, 385, 441, 444, 446, 453, 455, 457, 463, 549,  551, 553, 55(  ■>  >  .  562, 564, 
571, 583, 586, 590, 591 ,  599-601, 605-607, 619,  620, 623, 620, 627,  ii;M),  638, 633, 
635, 639, 641, 644, 650, 653-656, 658, 660,  663, 664, 667, 671, 679, 680, 68^-685, 
687-690, 692, 696. 699, 703, 704,  707, 709, 720, 723, 724, 727, 732, 739, 740, 882, 
889-892, 906, 906, 910. 911, 913,  916-918, 922, 924, 946, 953, 957, 966, 978, 974« 
975, 977, 979, 980, 982,  983. 987, 990,  1003, 1008-1011,  1015, 1016, 1019, 1087, 
1089, 1030,  1033,  1034,  1036,  1043,  1047, 1052,  1066, 1075,  1078,  1079, 1088 

Staff.    Annonnoementfl  of 896 

Transfer  of  Corps  of,  for  defense  of  Biohmond,  Va 8, 876, 880, 882-884 

Loomia,  Hiram  C.    Mentioned 382 

laoomia,  John  B.    Mentioned 140,539 

Iioniaiana,  Steamer.    Mentioned 387 

Zfoniolaiia,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 5,7,813,224,341 

iKmiaiana  Trcxspa.    Mentioned. 
Infantry— tfaMi//oift :  4th,  866. 

Iiovell,  Manafleld.    Mentioned 836 

Low.  Captain.    Mentioned 510 

Zkyw,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 848 

XiUdlow,  Edwin.    Mentioned 880,404,485,476,708 

Xindlow,  William  H. 

Correspondenoe  with  John  A.  Dix 601 

Mentioned 408,518,581,528,543,593,695,704,710 

Lyman,  Luke. 

Correspondenoe  with  John  G.  Foster 561 

Mentioned 345,366,369,469,500,560,561,566,567,577 

Beportsof 

Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on.  May  20-23, 1863 366 

Expedition  toward,  April  27-May  1, 1863 348 

Washington.  N.  C.    Skirmish  near,  Feb.  13,1863 155 

Lynoh,  'William  F. 
Correspondence  with 

Longstreet,  James 1071 

War  Department,  C.  8 789,868 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 820,863 

Mentioncii 858,875,919,939,980,981 

Lynch,  William  H.    Mentioned 570 

Lyon,  C.  A.    Mentioned 7,213,533 
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MoAnally,  J.    Mentioned 878,297 

Maoardle,  Qeorge.    Mentioned 880 

MoCain,  John  C.    Mentioned 16 

McCandless,  1171111801  G. 

Mentioned 50,51,130,151 

Report  of  scont  from  Williamsbuig,  Va.,  Jan.  19, 1863 130 

MoCann,  C.    Mentioned 144 

MoCann,  117111180(1  P.    Mentioned 210,817,823,284,851.618,647 

MoCawley,  Charlea  Q.    Mentioned 409 

MoCheaney,  Joaeph  Bf.    Mentioned 95,814,817,594,678,737 

MoCheaney,  "W,  "W.    Mentioned 94 

McCleaa,  N.    Mentioned 181,128 

MoClallan,  Qeorge  B. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 375 

Keyes,  ErasmnsD 373,374,378 

Mentioned 380,387-390,398,397,399,401,684,814,838 

MoConlhe,  John. 

Mentioned • 734 

Beport  of  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  17-May  4,  1863 296 

MoConnell,  S.  P.    Mentioned 142 

MoConnoU,  Alex.    Mentioned 291,292 

MoCrady,  Captain.    Mentioned 990 

McCreery,  W.  W.    Mentioned 1007 

McCnrdy,  T.  B.    Mentioned 335 

MoCurdy,  Wilbur  Q.    Mentioned 134 

MaoDearmld,  John.    Mentioned 810,813,814,883,848-844 

MoDevltt,  Martin.    Mentioned 321,322 

McDonald,  J.  E.    Mentioned • 565 

McDonald,  J.  R.    Mentioned 879 

McDongall,  Jamea  A.    Mentioned 888 

MoBlroy,  John  B.    Mentioned , 810,867 

McBvlly,  'WillianL 

Mentioned 138,139,280,898,575,735,1093 

Reports  of 

Deserted  House,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30, 1863 140 

Suffolk,  Va.    Siege  of,  April  11-May  4,  1863 296 

MoQowan.  Samuel.    Mentioned 706 

Mclvor,  Jamea  P.    Mentioned 306,575,735,1093 

MoKechnle,  Robert.    Mentioned 876,306 

McKeever,  B.    Mentioned 814,818,224,241 

McKennle,  B.    Mentioned 742 

McKlbbln,  David  B.    Mentioned 188,578,737 

McKittrlok,  William  H.    Mentioned 124 

McKnight,  Jamea.    Mentioned 576,734,1094 

McLane,  Jamea  J.    Mentioned 801,202 

McLane,  John  B.    Mentioned 390 

McLean,  J.  R.    Mentioned 116 

McMahon,  Bdward.    Mentioned 936 

McMahon,  J.  J.    Mentioned 148,145,607 

McMahon.  Jamea  P.    Mentioned 884, 889, 891, 898, 896, 297, 299, 575, 736 

McMullen,  Mr.    Mentioned 144 

McNary, 'William  H.    Mentioned 569.578,7:17 

BCoNelll,  J.  H.    Mentioned 914,915 
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MoNttUl,  BamiMl.    Mentioned lao 

McNlolety^J.    Mentioned 666 

MacRae,  J.  C.    Mentioned 116,1089 

MoRae,  John.    Mentioned 116 

MaMe,  Jeremiah  D.    Mentioned 466 

Macon,  M.  O.    Mentioned 334 

Madcap,  James.    Mentioned 803 

MaglU,  D.  B.    Mentioned 310,311 

Magmder,  John  Bankhead.    Mentioned 749 

Magmder,  John  Bo'vrie.    Mentioned 340 

Magmder,  Utile,  Steamer.    Mentioned 124 

Mahaaka,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 60,515,544,560 

Mahon,  James  D.    Mentioned 880 

Mahone,  William.    Mentioned 385 

Maine,  State  oi,  Steamer.    Mentioned 387 

Maine  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Infantry-^^fl^/me/iff ;  11th,  49,  51,  467,501,  548,  577,  078, 73». 
Mallett,  Peter. 

Correepondenoe  with  N.  G.  Evans 115 

Mentioned 114,758,753 

Report  of  oiifi^iigement  at  Kinston,  N.  C,  Dec.  14,  1868 115 

Mallory,  8.  R.    Mentioned 767,869,939,967,980,981,1008,1084 

For  correspondence^  etc.,  see  Navjf  DepariiMnif  C,  8. 
Manchester,  Horace  A. 

Mentioned 56 

Report  of  operations  on  the  Nense  River,  Dec.  18-15, 1868 105 

BCann,B.N.    Mentioned 58,59,78 

BCann,  E.  N.     Mentioned 116 

Bfanning,  J.  H.    Mentioned 806 

Bfanning,P.  T.    Mentioned 896,969 

BCansfleld,  J.  K.  F. 

Assignments  to  command 387 

Correspondence  with  Array  Headquarters 385 

Mentioned 4,376,377,387-389 

Iffarblehead,  Schooner.    Mentioned 418,413,418^83,486,487 

Marcy,  R.  B.    For  correspondence  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  George  B,  MoCleUan, 

Margaret,  Steamer.    Mentioned 1088 

Marine  Artillery.    Mutinous  conduct  of.    Order  of  John  G.  Foster 471 

Mariner,  Steamer.    See  LiMzie,  Steamer, 

Marsh,  Daniel  J.    Mentioned 87 

Marsh,  T.  B.    Mentioned 565 

Marah,  Timothy  B.    Mentioned 185,186 

Marshall,  Humphrey.    Mentioned 803,909,1078,1088 

Marshall,  J.  K. 

Mentioned 117-180,750 

Report  of  slcirmish  on  the  Blackwater,  Va.,  Oct.  3, 1868 18 

Marshall,  W.  C.    Mentioned 333 

Marshall,  W.  H. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1054 

Mentioned 1053 

Marten,  Jacob,  Sloop.    Mentioned 506 

Martin,  J.  a. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 440,448,471 

73  B  B^YOL  xyin 
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Martin,  J.  O.— C<mtiniied« 
Coxrespondenoe  with 

Hill,D.  H 965, 1033»  1069, 1064;  1065, 1067, 1069 

War  Department,  C.  8 75S 

Mentioned 10, 365, 484,470, 461,  750,762,  753,768, 784, 1074, 1079, 1086 

Bffartln,  Patty,  8oliooner.    Mentioned 869 

Bffartiii,  8.  Taylor.    Mentioned 143-145,331,332 

Bfartin, 'WilUam.    Mentioned ^ 996 

ICartin,  WilUam  F. 

Cozrespondence  with  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 851 

Mentioned 760,665,975,984,1046,1057,1067,1090 

Bffartlndale,  John  H.    Mentioned 606 

Bffaxyland  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Union.) 

Infantry— ^fl^/meiifs;  2d  B.  8.  Homa  GKiarda,  449;  5th,  377, 387. 
Maaaaohuaetta  Troqpa.    Mentioned. 

ArtiUery,  Light— tfo/for/M :  7th,  35,  37, 138, 133, 135-137, 139, 140,  800, 266, 

869,893, 894, 305, 313, 365, 377, 406, 466,  463, 467, 576, 677, 735, 1094. 
Cavalry— ^fl^/msiifs:  lat,  18,390;  2d,  860, 343, 576, 689, 677. 
InfjEUitiy— /?69/meiff9 ;  3d,  47, 46,  57, 60, 64-67, 90, 167, 166»  173, 175, 176, 885, 
837-839, 846, 849, 371, 378, 457,  469, 501, 546, 578, 564, 599, 674,  G79, 737 ;  5th, 
60, 63, 73, 64-66, 166,  167,  819, 820, 883,  849,  346-348,  363,  366-367, 369,  370, 
457,  469, 600, 646, 577, 564,  696,  676,  736, 737 ;  6th,  35,  37, 138,  135, 139, 141, 
866,467, 575,676, 1093;  8th,  146,885,849,466,601, 546, 576, 699, 674, 679, TdT; 
17th,  84, 85,  56-57, 60, 64, 65,  75-79, 65,  66, 98-94, 97,  96,  819, 820, 888, 846, 
846, 849, 858, 343, 345, 349^^1, 376, 466, 500, 546, 577, 696, 676, 736;  23d, 84, 
85, 55, 60, 75,  76,  76-60,  93, 96, 97,  828,  376, 466, 501,  546, 577,  608, 676, 737 ; 
24th,  6,  7, 9, 83, 84, 56, 60, 63, 376, 466, 500, 547, 546, 577, 679, 736 ;  25t!i,85- 
30, 57, 60, 64-86, 90, 156-160, 168, 164, 166, 167, 199, 363-367, 369-371, 376, 469, 
500, 646, 566, 577,  596,  640, 678,  736 ;  27th,  57, 60, 84-86,  818,  814,  816, 817, 
343, 345, 346, 346, 351, 368, 363-370, 378, 469, 600, 646, 577, 596, 678, 736 ;  40th, 
887,  383, 378, 676, 734 ;  43d,  57, 60, 69, 75, 76, 60, 166, 187, 815, 817-880, 828, 
846, 248, 249, 252, 346,  349, 457, 466, 600, 548, 577, 508, 678, 736 ;  44th,  82, 24, 
66, 60,  83, 145-147, 212, 216-217, 222, 345, 351, 457, 466, 600, 548, 577, 699, 679, 
737 ;  45th,  66, 60, 75, 76, 60, 81, 97, 104, 220,  343-345, 349-351,  3G5,  457, 468, 
500, 546, 577, 596, 678, 736 ;  46th,  56,  60, 64,84-86,  88-91, 186, 187,  280, 346, 
363-^67, 369, 457, 469,  600,  648,  577,  696,  640,  676,  736;  51at,54,  60,  63,  72, 
75, 81, 88, 129, 130, 176, 177, 186, 466, 600, 587, 548, 666, 577, 598, 678, 736, 914. 

aCaaaaaoit,  Steamer.    Mentioned 147,859,640 

Maatan,  Comeliua  8.    Mentioned 891.298 

Mattamuakeet  Lake,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  March  7-14,  1663.    Report  of 

David  B.  Morris IQp 

aCatthew  (Colored). 

Mentioned 586 

Statement  of... 686 

Iffatthawa  County,  Va. 

Destruction  of  Salt  Works  in,  Nov.  88, 1668.    Communioations  fipom 

Dix,  JohnA 468 

Naglee,  Henry  M 468 

Expedition  into.  May  19-22,1863. 

Commnnicationa  from  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 359 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army .•••.  369-361 

Reports  of 

Oillis,  James  H 361 

Keyee,  Erasmus  D 359 

Kilpatriok,  Jndson 369 
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Matthiw  Coonty,  Va.— Coniinned. 

BaommaiflMuiee  to,  Deo.  18, 18I1S.   Seo  Forftlowiiy  Va*  JUcmmaiiMmee  ftvm, 
Dto.  11-15, 18l». 

aCawy,  J.  M.    Mentioned * 962,1036,1066 

MaxwaU,  WUflon  C. 

Mentioned 18,36,37,96,99,500,577,737 

Beportof  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C,  Deo.  14, 1808 104 

Miiyea,  John.    Mentioned 68 

agayo,  Joaaph.    Mentioned 977 

Maada,  R.  K.    Mentioned 849 

Ifoana,  W.  N.  M.    Mentioned 188 

Madala  of  Honor.    (Union.)    Awarded.    Demonatxation  on  Kineton,  N.  C, 

May  80-^,  1863 369 

MaifPfMontgomary  C.    Mentioned 467,537,588,637 

For  ooRoepondenoe,  eto.,  eee  QiiartorNuwta^-GMMrar«  6!floa,  U,  8.  A, 
Haltoo,  Bamnal  W.    Mentioned 742,749,771,988 

For  eorxeepondence  as  Aiaietant  A^Jntaat-Qeneral,  see  OuttavM  W,  SmiUu 

Manunliigar,  Oharlaa  O.    Mentioned  .-•.. 813 

Maoalaa,  A.  A.    Mentioned 140 

Maroar,  H.  W.    Coneepondenoe  with  G.  T.  Beanregard 817 

Maroer,  WllUam  B.    Mentioned 9 

Manimao,  Steamer.    (Blockade  Bonner.)    Mentioned 1017,1088 

Manimao,  Steamer.    (U.  8.  Transport. )    Mentioned 389, 390, 398 

Manimao,  No.  1,  C.  S.  S.    See  Fir^iita,  C.  S,  S. 
Manimao,  No.  2,  C.  S.  8.    See  Biokmondf  C,  S,  S. 

Menlman,  T.  Adama.    Mentioned 100,737 

Manimoiii  A.  8. 

Correspondence  with  North  Carolina,  Qovemorof 881,893 

Mentioned 897,898 

ManiU,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 61,170,171,184,185 

Maraaraan,  Thomaa  J.    Mentioned 64 

Maaaluger,  Oanial.    Mentioned 75,513 

Matamora,  Steamer.    Mentioned 444,448,450 

Matoalf,  Hamy.    Mentioned 514 

Ma^rs,  Wesley  B.    Mentioned 170 

Mloha,  Qaorga.    Mentioned 168 

fff^l^igaw  Troops.    Mentioned. 

In&ntry— ^Sff/Vnsiffs:  Z6th,  878,  886, 676, 734. 
BfidcUaaaz  County,  Va.    Reconnaissance  to,  Deo.  13, 1868.    See  Torktawu^  Va. 
R€eomnai9$anc9from,  Deo,  11-15, 1862. 

Mlddangh,  Zcavl  B.    Mentioned 30 

MUltia.    Calls  for,  etc 822, 

823, 827, 831, 838, 834-836, 840-848, 865, 1011, 1019, 1027, 1028, 1045 

Millar,  Z«avl.    Mentioned 100 

Milllgan,  J.  F. 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 741 

French,  Samnel  G 1003 

Mentioned 750,788,997 

MlUward,  Jamea,  jr.    Mentioned 409,481,485,488,433.568,681 

Milroy,  R.  H.    Mentioned 819.1070 

MUnk,  Charlea  B.    Mentioned 50,360,576,734,1094 

Minnesota,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 383,886,993,1058 

Minor,  R.D.    Mentioned 1098 
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BUnot,  Edward  J.    MeDtioned 349 

Mi—lmrippl  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— tfaftBr/M ;  Conlbderato  Onarda,  3S4,  385,  331,  334,  900, 

916^  917,  929,  989,  1010,  1021, 1066»  1U67 ;  Madiaon  Xd^t  1038. 
InfAntry^RBgimMlB:  2d,  11th,  566;  42d,  566, 751, 759,  764. 

BCitoliel,  O.  M.  [?].    Mentioned 1078 

BSitolieU,  B.  B.    Mentioned 675,735 

BCitoheli,  James  T.    Mentioned 18 

BCitoheU,  B.  P.    Mentioned 896,1037,1099,1043 

Mix,  John. 

Mentioned 5-7,84,25,70,91.411 

Report  of  attack  on  Washington,  N.  C,  Sept.  6, 1662 7 

mx,  Simon  H. 

Correspondence  with 

Cole,  George  W 508,509 

Foster,  John  G 508 

Mentioned 390,469,601,587,533,547,549,576,678,679,736,737 

Report  of  reconnaissance  from  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Jan.  17-21 ,  1863 127 

BCisell,  Jonathan  T.    Report  of  attack  on  Plymonth,  N.  C,  Dec.  10, 1862 48 

Modem  Qreeoe,  Steamer.    Mentioned 415,416 

Moffatt,  Bdward  8.    Mentioned 61,62 

Monday,  Samuel  It.    Mentioned 200,901 

Monitor,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 400,504,837 

Montauk,  U.  a  8.    Mentioned 605 

Montebello,  Ship.    Mentioned 501 

Montgomery, [?].    Mentioned 690 

Montgomery,  Angoatos  S. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 1066 

Mentioned 1067,1072 

Montgomery,  John  H.    Mentioned 79 

Montioello^  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 2 

Moody,  John  S.    Mentioned 436 

Moore,  A.  C.    Mentioned 807 

Moore,  A.  D.    Mentioned 255 

Moore,  Helen.    Mentioned 893 

Moore,  Henry  J.    Mentioned • 14 

Moore,  J.  G.    Mentioned 1049 

Moore,  Wade.    Mentioned 893 

Moore,  Walter  J.    Mentioned 196 

Morenna,  Harvey  B.    Mentioned 165 

Moray,  John  B.    Mentioned 744,1018 

Morgan,  Joaeph.    Mentioned .^...     259 

Bfforgan,  Thomaa  A.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 544,545,592 

Morria,  Commodore,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 256-258,596,607,698 

Morria,  David  B. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 162 

Mentioned 181,283,557,577,737 

Report  of  expedition  to  Mattamnskeet  Lake,  N.  C,  March  7-14, 1863 180 

Morria,  P.  A.  S.    Mentioned 43 

Morila,  Riohard  H.    Mentioned 277,280,303,305,307,310,317,672 

Mortiai  W.  S.    Correspondence  with  A^t.  and  Insp.  Gen.'s  Ofllce^  C.  S.  A  . ..     968 

Morris,  William  ^7.    Mentioned 671 

Morriaon,  Joaeph.    Mentioned 575 

Morriaon,  Joaeph  J.    Mentioned 63-66,92,102 
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librae,  U.S.  a    Mentioned 367, 393, 406, 413, 417, 425»  699, 704 

Mo»e,  Joseph  B.    Mentioned 157,158 

Morton,  James  Bt.  C.    Mentioned 457 

Morton,  William.    Mentioned 893 

Moaohell,  John  P. 

ConeepondeDce  with  Thomas  J.  C.  Amory 27 

Mentioned 68 

Reports  of 

Goldsborongh,  N.  C.   Operations  Deo.  11-16, 1862,  daring  expedition  to.        70 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Demonstration  ou,  Nov.  11,  1868 39, 30 

Moaeley,  B.  F.    Mentioned 744,762 

Moses,  R.  J.    Mentioned 896,809,942,943 

Mosier,  Levi    Mentioned 162,165 

Moss,  Thomas.    Mentioned 260 

Motley,  Thomas  It.    Mentioned 357 

Mott,  W.  J.    Mentioned 273,274 

Monlton,  Orson.    Mentioned 87 

Mount  Olive  Station,  N.  C.    Affair  at,  Deo.  16, 1862.    Beport  of  J.  Oarrard. .        69 

See  alao  Dee,  11-20,  IS&Z.    BxpediHon  to  OoUMorough,  N.  C.    Beporti  of 

Focter,  John  O.  Smith,  QnstSTiu  W. 

Moimt  Waahington,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 276,616,651,661,662 

Mulford,  JohnB.    Mentioned 1095 

Mnlholland,  Mrs.    Mentioned 138 

Mnnford,  Qeorge  W.    For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Virginia,  Governor  of. 
Munitions  ofWar.    Supplies  of,  etc.    Communications  fh>m 

Adjutant  aud  iQsptfctorGeneraPs  Office,  C.  S.  A 817 

Army  Headquarters 392,540 

Baylor,  T.G 664,672 

Beauregard,  G.  T 817,821 

Davis,  Jefferson 761,860,870 

Diz,  John  A 466,470,482,483,465,491,681,532,667 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 330,769 

Ferry,  0.8 483,491 

Foster,  John  G 540 

French,  Samuel  G 874 

Gamett,  R.  B 988 

James,  W.H 957 

Jenkins,  A.  G 863 

Johnson,  A.  B 664 

Lee,  RobertE 771,943 

Lee,  &F 582 

Longstreet,  James 942 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 758,769,771,856,1026 

Peck,  John  J 391,521 

Bobertson,  B.  H 806 

Ruffln,  Frank  G 766 

Smith,  GusUvnsW 781 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 764,9l2 

War  Department,  C.  S 860,871,873 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 868,899,904,910,940,972,988,1000.1005 

See  also  Smith  to  French,  p.  768 ;  Whiting  to  Smith,  pp.  773,  783 ;  WhiHng  to 
Vance,  p.  790;  Pryor  to  Smith,  p.  845;  Smith  to  Seddon,  p.  858; 
Hill  to  Seddon,  p.  890 ;  Daniel  to  Hill,  p.  924 ;  Baneom  to  Bill, 
p.  981. 
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Mmobtoon,  AlTandwr*    Mentloiied 750 

Mmrdooh,  Jofl«p]i.    Mentioned 351 

Mmphy,  IffatlMw. 

Itinerary  of  3d  Brigade,  Ut  DiTiaion,  7th  Corpa.    fiiefe  of  SnlEolk,  Y*., 

April9-M*y3 2SP6 

Mentioned 138, 140,  SH,  980.884,986, 396,576, 078, 735 

Mmphy,  Petar  Bff.    Mentioned 7,8 

Mnnay,  Albert  Bff.    Mentioned 906,307 

Mnrimy,  AleaEandor.    Mentioned 68,58,183,579,588 

Murray,  H.  R.    Mentioned 974,980,307 

Mutiny. 

Marine  Artillery.    Order  of  John  Q.  Foater 471 

9d  £.  8.  (Maryland)  Infantiy.    Conunnnicationa  from  John  ▲.  Dix 449 

7th  New  York  Cavalry.    Commnnioations  from 

Dix,  John  A 660 

Dodge,  Charles  C 661 

Peck,  John  J 661 

96th  New  York  Volnnteera.    CommnnicAtiona  from  John  G.  Foater 618 

Myor,  A.  J.    Mentioned 958 

MyerB,A.  0.    Mentioned .-...  107,758,761,860 

For  oonespondenoc,  etc.,  aee  QniOrierwuuUt'Chnm^M  Ofiee,  C,  8,An 

Myara,  Charlea  O.    Correapondenoe  with  Samael  Q.  Freneh 997 

Myera,  B.  T.  D.    Correspondence  with  Engineer  Department^  C.  B.A 8bI5 

Myera,  J.    Mentioned 518 

Myera,  Stephen.    Mentioned 1080 

Myrlok,  George.    Mentioned 87,368 

Myatio,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 515,699,704 

Nagle,  Daniel.    Mentioned 575,736,1093 

Nagle,  Jamea.    Mentioned 149 

Nagiee,  Henry  M. 

Assignments  to  command 663.658 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headquarters 607,608 

Dix,  John  A 468,479,488,501,505 

Mentioned 812, 

816, 819, 881, 888,  .%0, 468, 468, 479, 491, 494, 496, 499-601, 505, 518, 516, 684, 
688, 533, 547, 548, 563, 576, 594, 688, 683, 668, 678, 696, 737, 888, 884, 844, 1054 
Reports  of 

Gloncester  Point,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  Not.  16^  1868 38 

Washington,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  April  17-19, 1863 820 

Yorktown,  Va.    Reconnaissance  from,  Dec.  11-15,  1868 49 

Nahant,  U.  8.  S.    Mentioned 530.633,857 

Nanna,  Mr.    Mentioned 762 

Naah,  Nathaniel.    Mentioned 404 

Naah,  Riohard  E.    Mentioned QUO  521 

Naval  Veaaela.    Construction  of.    Communications  from 

Navy  Department,  C.  8 766,875,919 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 777,912 

Whithig,  W.  H.  C 999,1035 

See  also  General  Jemp,  U,  8.  8* 
Navy,  C.  8.    Co-operation  with  Army.    Commnnications  from 

Lynch,  W.F 789,1071 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 919 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 890,863,869 

See  also  Suffolk,  Va.    SUge  (tA  April  ll-Jfof  4, 1863. 
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JXtLVj,  XT.  8. 

Co-opention  with  Army.    Commanioatioiu  ftom 

Dix,  JohnA 664,696,697,709 

Forter,  John  G 647,715 

Lee,  8.P 630, 631, 673, 681, 6e«,  696. 709, 713, 717, 731 

Seeslao 

Aag.   90, 18eS-Jane  3, 1863.  Ea$tem  Shore,  Va.    OperaHotu  on  ike 

Jafuss  J2t««r,  Va.    Operation9  o»  tontib  Hde  of. 
North  CaroUna.    OperatUntM  in, 
Peninatdaf  Va.    Operaikm§  on  ike. 
Sept.         6>  1862.  Wa9kimgi4m,  N.  C.    Attack  on. 
Oct.  3, 1862.  Blaekwater,  Va.    SkhrmUh  on  ike. 

Nov.     1-12,  1862.  New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  from. 

22. 1862.  Matikewe  Comnfy,  Va.    Deeiruetionof  Satt-Wbrke  in. 
Deo.     8-12, 1862.  BlaekHfater,  Va,    Reoonnaieeaneee  to  tke. 

10, 1802.  P^pnouik,  N.  C.    Attack  on. 
12-16, 1862.  Nenee  River,  N.  C.    OperatUnu  on  tke. 
Jan.      7-9, 1863.  Torktcwn,  Va.    Expedition  fnm. 

13. 1863.  Weet  Point,  Va.  Expedition  to. 
Feb.  1-10,  1863.  Plymautk,  N.  C.  Expedition  to. 
liar.  10-13, 1863.  Plpnontk,  N.  C.    DemanetraHan  on. 

14,  1863.  Andereon,  Fort,  N.  C.    Attaek  on. 
30-Apr.  20, 1863.   Waekingt&n,  N.  C.    Siege  of. 
Apr.  1, 1863.  Torktown,  Va.    Eaepedition  J^om. 

6, 1863.  Nixonton,  N  C.    Skirmiek  ai. 
7, 1863.  Oloueetter  Conrt-Houee,  Va.    Expedition  to. 
11-May  4,  1863.  Suffolk,  Va.    Siege  of. 

16, 1863.  Pumunkeg  Biver,  Va.    Affair  on. 
Hay        16,  1863.  Emilg  and  Arrow,  Steamers.    Capture  of. 

BoHn9on*$  Plantation,  King  and  Queen  Conntg,  Va. 
Expedition  to. 
19-22, 1863.  Matikewe  Countg,  Va.    Expedition  into. 

Instmotlons  to  oiBoen  of.    (Lee) 400 

Havy  DepartniMit,  C.  8.    Correspondenoe  with 

HiU,  D.  H 919 

North  Curolina,  Qovemorof 766,777,876,912 

War  Department,  C.  S 976,1023 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 1024 

Havy  Oepaxtment,  XT.  8.    Correepondenoe  with 

Army  Headquarters 388 

Lee,aP 429,430.442,448,660 

War  Department 376,430,442,451,462 


Enlistment  of,  for  U.  8.  Navy.    Commnnications  from  8.  P.  Lee 489 

Freedmen  and  Slaves.    See  B^fugeee,  Freedmen,  and  Abandoned  Lande,   Also 
Siavee. 

Heine  D.. Schooner.    Mentioned 243,244 

NelaoD,  Charles.    Mentioned 886 

NelBoa,  WUliam  B.    Mentioned 86& 

Netheiontt,  John  H.    Mentioned 868,914,1054,1074 

NeoMh  Dlatiloc  of  the.    (Union.)    8ee  Norik  CaroUna,  Department  of. 
Neiiaa  Rirer,  N.  C.    Operations  on  the,  Deo.  12-16, 1862. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 58,61,106,106 

Report  of  Horace  A.  Manchester * 106 

See  also  report  of  Foster,  p.  66. 
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V«iifl6  Road,  N.  C.    Reoonnaiiianoa  on  the,  Jan.  87-428^  1863.    Report  of  J. 

Richter  Jones 131 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  Nov.  11, 186E2. 

CommnnicationB from  John  F.  Moechell ••...... 27 

Reports  of 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C 24 

Denny,  J.  Waldo 25 

Drennan,  James  M 27 

MoscheU,  John  P 29,30 

Richter,  Henry  M 28 

Sipedition  against,  March  8-16, 1863. 

Communioations  from  D.  H.  Hill 195 

Itinerary  of  Palmer's  division,  18th  Corps,  March  7-15 186 

Reports  of 

Daniel,  Jnnins,  March  8-11 196 

Foster,  John  Q 183 

Oamett,  Richard  B 195 

Haskell,  John  C,  March8-14 190 

HiU,  D.  H 188 

Pettigrew,  John  J 192 

Prince,  Henry,  March  15-16 187 

Robertson,  B.  H.,  March  9-15 197 

See  also 

March  13-14,  1863.    J>eep  GuUg,  N.  C.    akirmiika  at. 
14,  1863.    Ander9tm,  Fart,  N.  C.    Attack  on. 
Expeditions  from 
Not.  1-12,  1862. 

Commnnications  fix>m  John  G.  Foster 447 

Cooperation  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 22 

Reports  of 

Arnold,  Job 23 

Foster,  John  O 20 

Stevenson,  Thomas  O 82 

See  also  Smith  io  Frmoh,  p.  768. 
Maroh  &-10, 1863. 

Commnnioations  from 

Foster,  JohnG 169,549,366 

Prince,  Henry 177 

Reports  of 

Farqohar,  Francis  U 174 

Fricker,  Joseph 171 

Qarrard,  Jeptha 179 

Lewis,  George  W 177,178 

Prince,  Henry 106 

Rice,  Pitkin  B 178 

Richmond,  Silas  P 175 

Spragne,  A.  B.  R. 176 

Taylor,  David  A 170 

Reconnaissance  fix>m,  Jan.  17-81, 1863. 
Commnnications  from 

Amory,  Thomas  J.  C 587 

Diz,John  A 589 

Smith,  GnstavnsW 654 

Whiting,  W.H.C 85r 
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New  Berna^  N.  C.-^ontinaed. 

Baoonnaiamnoe  ttom,  Jan.  17-21, 1863. 
Reports  of 

Mix,  Simon  H 127 

Spraicae,  Angostas  B.  B 129 

See  also  Fo$ter  to  HaUtek^  p.  524. 

Nawbonld,  Mr.    Mentioned 545 

IXtiw  Hampflhlro  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Iniantry-.^0^/iiiMte ;  lOth.  286, 301-304,  306, 317, 318, 562, 570, 575, 676»  735 ; 
13th,  287, 301, 303, 305. 308,  312;  315-318, 562, 570, 575, 676, 735. 
"Smw  Jersey  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Inlkntry— ^0^/meAfo  :  9th,  25, 56-^,  60, 63,  65,  70, 74, 76-78, 85, 88, 91-96, 98» 
99, 102,  222, 378, 469,  501,  548, 577, 602,  678, 11X7 ;  10th,  272, 286^  297,  676, 
735 ;  25th,  287,  303, 305, 312;  313, 316, 317, 562, 570, 575, 676»  735. 

Vvw  Ironside^  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 400 

Ne^nrkirk,  Abraham  F. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 806 

Mentioned 34,821 

Newport  News,  Va.    Army  Corps,  9th,  transferred  to,  Feb.  9-21, 1863 149 

Newspapers. 

Dix  contradicts  statement  in  New  York  Times 579 

Newbonld,  Mr.    Expelled  from  Department  of  Virginia 545 

Ntfw  Tork,  Steamer.    Mentioned 502 

Ne^nr  Tork  Times,  Editor  of  the.    Correspondence  with  John  A.  Dix 579 

New  Tork  Troops.    Mentioned. 

ArtiUery,  Light— ^fffta/Zons ;  Rooket;*  402.  414.  BaHen'M:  AUis*t  55,  68, 
71,  366, 569 ;  7th,  377,  468,  487,  575,  677, 735, 1093 ;  8th,  487,  576, 677, 734, 
1094;  16th,  272,288, 294,  677,  735 ;  19th,  272,  288,  6n,  735 ;  23d,  54,  57, 
63-65,  69,  82,223, 240,  243, 252, 469,  472,  501,  527, 549, 578,  679,  737 ;  24th, 
25, 54,  55,  60,  63-65,  73, 85, 277,  469,  472, 501,  549,  578, 640,  679,  737.  Regf- 
menfM :  1st  {Batteriei)  F,  377,  468, 487,  576, 677, 734, 1094 ;  H,  49, 377, 468, 
487, 576,  677, 734, 1094 ;  3d,t  21,  54, 85, 103, 181,  402.  414, 447,  469,  471,  472, 
501, 549;  557, 578,  679,  737 ;  {Batteriei)  B,  55, 58, 60, 63-65, 77, 78^  86,  91, 92, 
96,99,102,104,175;  D,65;  E, 56^  60, 63-65;  F,  60, 63-67, 69, 98 ;  a,7,212, 
216,  217, 390 ;  H,  6-10, 57, 58, 60. 63-65, 85-67, 89, 167, 187, 225,  249, 252,  345, 
963,365,366-370;  1,56,60,6^-65;  K,  57, 60, 63-66, 69;  M,372;  1st  Marine, 
22, 60, 105, 106,  .')90, 471, 472. 
Cvy9\ry^Batttt/ioii8 :  23d,  737.  RegimenH :  2d,  360, 361,  706-708 ;  3d,  6-10, 
24,28-31,54-57,59,60,64,67-75,86,  127-129,154.  156-160,162-165,  177,178, 
181,187,212-214,216,  220,225,  226,  239,240,246,251,345,  351,  353,362,  366, 
369,370,390,402,441,  447,  469,500,  501,  508,  509,524,527,533,  547,549,556, 
557, 569, 576, 671, 679, 724, 726. 737, 1064 ;  6th,  50, 124, 260,  263, 377, 466, 467, 
576, 677, 707, 734, 1094 ;  7th,  ^  4, 15, 17, 18, 31, 123, 126, 127,  133, 138, 179, 180, 
978,288,289,291,292,  296, 299,  :i03,  .%5,  306,321,  322,  377,468,483,487,511, 
530, 540, 550-552, 576, 677, 735, 1055, 1094 ;  12th,  737. 
Infantry— ^ffMor/Zom:  Enfiems  Perdus,  50,  377,  380,  487,  496,  501,  532,  548, 
574,  577,  678,  738 ;  1st  Sharpshooters,  286,  292,  293,  575,  676,  734,  1093. 
RegimenH:  3d,  272, 288, 377, 385-387, 389, 468, 486, 487, 499, 574, 677, 691, 736, 
979, 1026, 1093 ;  4th,  377, 385-387,  389 ;  9th,  271,  279, 286, 302,  308, 562, 570, 
575, 582, 592, 593, 598, 671, 676, 691, 979 ;  13th.  25th,  377 ;  54th,  1037 ;  56th, 
49,  51,  487,  501,  548,  577,  678,  736 ;   81st,  487,  501,  548,  577,  603,  678,  737 ; 

*  Became  28d  end  24th  New  York  Batteries  in  Sept.,  1862. 
t  Howitser  battery,  attached  to  3d  New  York  Caralry. 
X  Batteries  designated  when  practtcahle. 
$  First  Moonted  Biflee. 
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New  Tork  Troopflb    Mentioned— Confciniied. 

InfkntT j^fleffimenft:  BStki,  60, 92, 96-98, 100, 249, 869, 377, 487, 600, 648, 677, 
684,  699,  679,  rJ7, 1060 ;  89tii,  871, 276, 286, 308, 904, 306, 308, 312, 314, 317. 
602,670,676, 640, 676, 736 ;  92d,  60,96-07,99, 100, 104, ITS;  184,377,487, 800, 
648, 677, 699, 639, 737, 1060, 1064 ;  96tii,  18, 66, 60, 60, 98, 96-98, 100, 101, 103, 
104,  248,  249,  377, 487, 600,  618,  648,  677,  684,  699,  679,  722, 737, 1060, 1064, 
1090;  98th,  487,  601,648,677,603,678^737;  99th,  878,  877, 887, 898, 298, 
299, 369, 376, 377, 468,487, 499l  601,676, 678, 677, 789,  736,  1003;  100th,  33, 
49,  60,  487,  601,  648,  678,  TJ8;  103d,  278,  286,  301,  302,  306,  306»  308,  312; 
316, 662, 670, 676, 684, 676, 736, 1090 ;  liath,  126»  133, 136, 137, 279, 286, 889, 
893,  294,  487,  675,  676,  734, 1093;  115th,  124,  496,  497,  499,  608,  616,  689; 
117th,  271,  278, 286,  303-306,  309-311, 318,  608, 076,  736;  118th,  878,  287, 
294,  299,  369,  677,  736;  127th, 287,  294,  383,  676,734;  130th,  36,  37,186^ 
132-137, 139. 886, 292, 293,  392, 487, 676, 076, 734, 1098;  132d,  168, 173, 286, 
249,459,487,648,669,678,609,679,737;  139th,  468, 487. 499, 674, 506, 6n, 
734,1093;  141st,  287,  323. 676, 734 ;  142d,  287,  323,  367,  676, 734 ;  143d, 
287,294,306,313,323,676,734;  144tfi,287,306,383,676,734;  148th.468, 
487,675,677,735,1093;  152d, 272,286,  299,076,  734;  155th,  125,  126,  138, 
134, 136, 137-141, 286,  289,  296-296, 487, 675, 676, 736, 1003 ;  158th,  173, 225^ 
249,454, 468, 470,487,499,648,569,578,599,  679,  726,  737;  184th,  125^  126, 
135,  141, 286,  289,  296-298,  487,  675,  678,  736,  1003;  168th,  676,  6n,  734; 
169th,  272;  286b  294,  295, 608,  676, 734 ;  170th,  280;  289,896,297,  306,  313, 
487,  575k  676,  735,  1093;  175th,  487;  182d,'  13»-136,  137,  136, 140, 286^ 
296, 298,  487,  675, 676, 735, 1003. 

Niohole,  J.  "W.    Mentioned lOOB 

NiooU,  James  R.    Mentioned 10 

NiooU,  BylTester  D.    Mentioned 5-7 

Nields,  Bei^amin.    Mentioned 735 

Nixon,  Richard.    Mentioned 280 

Nixopton,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  April  6, 1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.S.,  with  Army 259,260 

Report  of  Enos  C.  Sanden 269 

Noble,  Mrs.    Mentioned 727 

Nolan,  Patrick.    Mentioned 134,139 

Non-combatants.    Ccnmnnnieations  from 

Dix,  JohnA 405,409 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 600 

Lee,S.  P 404-406,411 

Peek,  John  J 696 

See  also  JSmIsts  JsMstf  JajfliMa,  Fa. 

Noroom,  James.    Mentioned 586,527,662 

Noxfleet,  Hamlin.    Mentioned 19 

Norfleet  House,  Va.    Engagements  near  the. 
April  14,  1863.    See  npart  of  Peok,  p.  274. 
April  15,  1863.    See  repcrit  of  Oeity,  p.  301 ;  Peek,  p.  874. 
Noxiblk,  Va. 

Affair  at,  March  25, 1863.    Commnnioations  from 

Dix,  JohnA 568 

Viele,  Egbert  L 568 

Blockade  of.    See  Blockade. 

Election  of  member  of  Congress.    Commnnioations  from 

Dix,  JohnA 474 

War  Department,  U.  S 472 

Emancipation  celebration  at 501,508 

*  Alao  called  mh  K«w  York  KaUodsI  Ouid  Artflltty. 
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Noifolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  Va.    Operations  on  the.  Hay  16-96, 1863. 

Commonications  from 

Diz,  JohnA 725,726 

Peek,  John  J 7S4,7s!6 

Itinerary  of  Wistar's  Beaerye  Brigade,  Departmeot  of  Virginia 369 

Reports  of 

Diz,  John  A 367 

Peek,  John  J 358,369 

Nonla,  WiUiam. 

CorrespondeDoe  with  C.  H.  Caasey 978, 993, 1026, 1065, 1058, 1067 

Conrt  of  Inquiry  in  case  of.    Facte  and  opinion 1096 

Mentioned 878,1024,1096 

North  Carolina,  C.  &  S.    Mentioned 961 

North  Carolina. 

Address  to  soldiers  in.    (Hill) 894 

Coast  and  river  defenses.    Commnnieations  from 

Cooke,  James  W 767 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 754, 75G-768, 761, 763, 766, 767-769, 813, 884 

Owynn,  Walter - 767 

Longstreet,  James 1072 

Lynch,  W.P 789.858,1071 

Nayy  Department,  C.  8 766 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 777,1027 

Smith,  Onstovos  W 767 

War  Department,  C.  S 863 

See  also  French  to  Vanee,  p.  760.    Also  WUnUngton,  N.  C.    D^feMf  qf. 

Conscription  act.    Enforcement  of.    Commnnieations  from 

Armfield,  R.  F 886 

Joyce,  W.  A 880 

Lee,  Robert  E 998,999 

Martin,  J.  G 752,754 

North  Carolina,  A4]atant-General  of 763,754 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 753,771,821 

Pool,  John 745 

Siler,D.W 772 

War  Department,  C.S 752 

Depredations  in.    Communications  firom 

Davis,  W.G.  M 810,853 

Donelson,  D.S 958 

Heth,  Henry 853 

Merrimon,A.  S 821,881,^3 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 864,867,897 

War  Department,  C.  S 909,957 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 879 

Habeas  corpus.    Writ  of,  suspended  at  Salisbury,  N.  C,  and  vicinity 793 

Hill,  D.  H.    Assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of  troops  in 847, 872, 894 

Military  departmento  embracing 748,963 

Militia.    Communications  from 

Davis,  JeflTeFBon 823,834 

Hill,  D.  H 1011 

North  Carolina,  Adjutant-General  of 841 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 1019 

Smith,  Gusiavus  W 832 

War  Department;  C.  S 822,827,831,836,840 

Seealso  AaittlOiSsciAm,  p.864;  Vtmoeto  8M^,pA()lS7;  SeddontoVamce^ 
p.  1045. 
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North  Carolina— Continaed. 

OperatioDB  in,  Aug.  20, 1862-Jan6  3, 1863. 
Commanications  fh>iii 

A^Jntant  and  Inspeotor  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 87S,  1067 

Army  HeadqaarterB 469,669 

Baker,  John  A 858 

Beauregard,  G.  T 791, 83»,  8S8, 839 

Clarke,  William  J 1013 

Cole,  George  W 608,609 

Colquitt,  A.  H 1086 

Daniel,  Junius 914, 924, 930, 988, 944, 1011, 1012, 1046, 1067 

Davenport,  H.  K 453 

Davis,  JefforHon 757 

Evan^N.  O 894,834 

Feiebee,  D.  D 1090 

Foster,  John  G 541,644,666,700 

French,  Sanmol  G 760,?62,8Sa»-6M,864 

Gamett,  B.  B 918 

Gibbs,  George  C 945 

Hall,  N 796 

Hill,  D.  H 946, 1007, 1011, 1022, 1030, 1048, 1050, 1053, 1073, 1074, 1092 

Jones,  J.  Richtcr 514.559,696,713,716,718,724 

Lee,  FrancisL 560,661,566,567 

Lee,  H.  C 608 

Lee,  RobertE 875,906,933,966,1084 

Lee,S.P 443,453,680 

Lewis,  D.W 884 

Lewis,  G.W 569 

Longstreet,  James 898, 900, 908, 905, 908, 909, 914, 980, 923, 985^ 

986,  933,  947-949,  953,  961,  968,  964,  973,  975,  1014, 1031, 1032, 1047, 1060 

Lyman,  Luke 561 

Marshall,  W.H 1061 

Martin,  J.  G 985,1033,1059,1064,1065,1067,1089 

Mix,  Simon  H 608 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 749,1019 

Palmer,  Innis  N 569,637,638,641 

Parker,  William  A 475 

Peck,  John  J 637 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 883,981,1004,1007,1013,1087 

Pickett,  Josiah 608,640 

Pool,  John 745 

Potter,  Edward  £ 890 

Prince,  Henry 670 

Bansom,  R.,Jr 957,960,971,961,985,986,1000,1004 

Robertson,  B.  H 918,963,1007,1051 

Sharp,  R.  J 1030 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 749, 

777, 808, 811, 816, 832, 836, 838, 840, 841, 844, 854, 866 

Spinola,  F.  B 733 

Sprague,  A.  B.  R 560 

Stndley,  J.  M 664 

Wallis,  J.  W 674 

War  Department,  C.  8 682,836,844,851,1045 

Whitford,  John  N 1054 
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North  Carolina— Continaed. 

Operations  in,  Aag.  20,  1862-nJane  3,  1863. 
Commnnications  from 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 806, 837, 838, 858,  B63, 664, 867, 907, 910, 987, 1070 

Woodwani,  Thomas  J 468 

Co-operation  of  Nayy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 443, 457, 4<i3, 

475,  533,  541, 557, 578, 584, 585, 586, 602, 612, 617, 618, 656, 657, 659, 680, 681 
See  also 

Ang.        30, 1662.  Plymouth,    Sklrmiih  near, 
Sept.  6,  1662.   Watkington,    Attack  an, 

17-20,  1862.  Skilok,    Operations  at  an4  about 
Not.     1-12,  1862.  New  Berne.    Expedition  Jrom,  including  $kitrmiahm 

(2d)  at  Little  Creek  and  RawWe  Milt, 
11,  1662.  New  Beme,    Drmonetration  on, 
18,  1862.  Core  Creek,    SkirmUk  at. 
25,  1862.  Slli8f  U,  8.  8.     Capture  of  the,  on  New  River. 
Deo.         10,  1862.  Pljfmoutk,    Attack  on, 

11-20,  1862.  Goldehorough,    Expedition  from  Ntw  Berne  to, 
27,  1862.  Eligaheth  City,    Skirmish  at, 
Jan.    17-21,  1863.  New  Berne,    Beoonnaieeance  from,  to  Polloekeville, 

Drentonf  Toung*9  CroM-Boads,  and  Onelow,  and 
ekirmUkes  (19<A)  at  White  Oak  Creek  and  {20th) 
near  Jackeonville. 
27-28,  1863.  NeueCf  Dovar,  and  Trent  Roade,    Beeonnaiseanoea  on 
the. 
Feb.     1-10,  1863.  Plymouth,    Expedition  from  New  Beme  to, 

2,  1863.   Wal^e  Head,  Currituck  Beach,    Deetruction  ofSaU- 

Worke  at, 
7,  1863.  Sdenton,  8kirmi$h  near, 
10,  1863.  Batchelder'9  Creek,    Skirmieh  aL 
1!»-13,  1863.  Batekelder'e  Creek.    ExpediUon  from,  and  eHnm$h 
(1.3fA)  at  Sandy  Ridge. 
13,  1863.  Waehington,    SMirmUh  near. 
23,  1863.  Fort  Caswell.    Engagement  at. 
Mar.     1-  6,  1863.  Swan  Quarter,    Expedition  from  New  Beme  to,  and 

ekirmiekee  (3d  Ath)  near  Fairfield  and  Swan  Quarter. 
6-  8,  1663.  Kineton.     Demonetraiion  on,  including   ekirmiahee 

(7tA)  at  Core  Creek  and  near  Dover. 
6-10,  1863.  New  Beme.  Expedition  from,  to  Trenton,  PoUooks- 

ville,  Toung*$  Croes-Roade,  and  Swaneborough, 
7-10, 1863.  Cedar  Point,    Expedition  from  Newport  Barracks  to. 
7-14,  1863.  Mattamuskvet  Lake,    Expedition  from  New  Beme  to. 
8-16,  1863.  New  Beme.    Expedition  againet,  including  skirmishes 
{lZth,Uth)  at  Deep  Gully  and  attack  (14(A)  on 
Fort  Andereon, 
10-13,  1863.  Plymouth.    Demonstration  on, 

23,  1863.  Winfield,    Skirmish  at, 

24,  1863.  Rocky  Bock  Cretk.    Skirmish  at. 
30,  1863.  Deep  Gully.    Skirmisk  near, 

30-April  20,  1863.   Washington.    Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  the 
Confederate  forces. 
April        6,  1863.  Nixonton.    Skirmish  at, 

27-Ma7  1, 1863.  Kinston.    ExpeditUm  from  New  Beme  toward, 
and  sUrmUh  (28iA)  at  Wis^s  Cross-Roads. 
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North  Carolina— Contlnaed. 

OperatioDB  in,  Aug.  20,  leeS-Jnne  3, 1863. 
Seeftlao 

May  5, 1863.  PeM$r'»  MiU.    Sklrmiik  at 

15,  1863.  JSmiljf  and  Arrow,    Capture  of  ike  $teaimer$, 
20-23, 1863.  KintUm.    DemonttratUm  on,  and  ekkmiskee  (29d)  at 
Oum  Swamp  and  (23d)  al  BatoMdeif'*  Cretk. 
Also  Smith  to  Frmek,  p.  762;  Smith  to  Xm,  p.  786. 

PtoolamatioDs  of  Governor  to  people  andeoldierB  of 753,860 

Union  sentiment  in 463,815,1053,1092 

North  Carolina,  AcQntant  and  Inapeotor  General's  OfBoe. 
Orders,  Circnlarib  oenes  1862:  Bept.  22,  754. 
Orders,  Circniars,  series  1863:  Jan.  12,  841. 
Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  7,  753. 
North  Carolina,  Department  of.*    (Confederate.) 
AiTairs  in,  generally.    Commnnications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 1077 

Davis,  Jefferson 1077 

Lee,  Robert  £ 1075 

War  Department,  C.  8 1076 

Clingman,  T.L.,  assigned  todnty  in 1034 

Confederate  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc.,  Hay  31, 1863 1066 

Embraced  in  the  Department  of  Virginia  and  North  Carolina 748 

Hill,  D.  H.,  assigned  to  command  of 953 

Limits  extended 1077 

Orders,  (sleueral,  series  1863:  No.  20,  1073. 

Proposed  extension  of  limits.    Commnnications  from  Bobert  E.  Lee 1066 

Re-established,  and  limits  defined 953 

North  Carolina,  Department  o£    (Union.) 

Address  to  soldiers  of  the.    /Foster) 671 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Commnnications  from 

Army  Headqnarters 490,539,709 

Bnmside,  Ambrose  £ 539 

Dix,  JohnA 688 

Foster,  JohnG 414,457,524,699,713 

Artillery.    Organisation  of,  in 472 

Naglee, Henry  H.,  assigned  todnty  in ■ 56SI 

Orders,  General, series  1862:  No.64,471;  No.65,472;  No.7e.475;  No. 81, 59. 

Orders,  General,  series  1863:  No.  14,  512;  No.  18,  60;  No.  22,  518;  No. 

26,523;  No.  54,  598;  No.  60.  644;  No.  62,  652;  No.  64,  669; 

No.  68,  671;  No.  79,  723;  No.  81,  729. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  No.  11, 512 ;  No.  13, 514 ;  No.  14, 516;  (Pilnoe), 

No.  1, 224 ;  (Bpinola),  No.  1, 242 ;  No.  2, 243. 

Palmer,  InnisN.,  assigned  todnty  in 498 

Be-enforoements  for.    Commnnications  from 

Army  Headqntfters 481,490-492,606,612,634,711 

Dix,  John  A 490492,494-496,502,504,505,511,518,634,095 

Ferry,  O.  8 494,497 

Foster,  JohnG 401,476,562 

Hnnter,  David 602 

Naglee,  Henry  H 501,606,607 

Peck,  John  J 504,505 

See  also  Fo$ter  to  HaUtdk,  pp.  622, 623. 

*Frmn  Sept  19, 18S2,  to  April  1,  ISO,  flmhtSMd  in  the  I>«p«rtBi«iit  of  Tlxgials  sad  Kortli CsvsliBSb 
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North  CaroUiui,  Dmptatmmst  oL    (Uiiioii)-^>nitiiiiied. 
BabdiyiaionB  oil 

Albemmrle,  Dittiiot  of  the. 

Gonstitated,  and  limits  defined 6G8,660 

Weaaellfl^  Henry  W.,  Msigned  to  command 662 

Beanfort,  Digtriot  of. 

Constitnted,  and  limits  defined 659 

Bpinola,  F.  B.,  assumes  command  of 733 

Nense,  District  of  the. 

Constituted,  and  limitsdefined 662 

Designated  "  DUtriot  of  Beaufort " 660 

Kaglee,  Heniy  M.,  assigned  to  command 662 

Pamlico,  District  of  the. 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 662,660 

Orders,  General,  series  1963 :  No.  2,  669 ;  No.  3,  670 ;  No.  5.682. 

Prince,  Heniy,  assigned  to  command 662 

Union  troops  in. 

Constitnted  18th  Army  Corps 492 

Organisation,  strength,  etc 

Aug.  31,  1662 378 

Sept  30,1862 411 

NoT.30, 1862 468,469 

Dec.  31,1862 500,501 

Jan.  31,1863 633 

Feb.  28, 1863 547-^9 

March,  1863 676-678 

April30, 1863 078,679 

May  31,1863 73fr-738 

North  CaroUnm,  Diatrlot  o£    (Confederate.)    Orders,  General,  series  1862: 

No.  2,  764. 
North  CaroUnm,  Gk>T«nior  oil 
Correspondence  with 

Armfield,  B.F 886 

Clingman,  T.  L 862 

Davis,  Jefferson 767,758,761,770,771,1067,1077 

Davis,  W.G.M 810,867,897 

French,  Samuel  G 760,762,778,784,801 

Heth,  Henry 853,864 

Hill,  D.  H 1011,1019 

James,  W.  H 957 

Jenkins  A.  G 863 

Joyce,  W.  A 880 

Lee,  BobertE 928,1072 

Longstreet,  James 1094 

Merrimon,  A.  S 881,893 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 766,777,875,912 

Pool,  John 745 

Rhett,  T.  S 770 

Bufiln,  FrankG 766 

SUer,  D.  W 772 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 749,856 

Subsistence  Department,  C.  S.  A 764,760 

War  Department,  C.  S 779,792, 

821,822,827,831,840,861,873,896,897,902,909,  9:)4,  957,  1026,1027,  1045 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 790,879,887 

Proclamations  to  the  people  and  soldiers  of  North  Carolina 753,860 
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North  Carolina  Troops.    MentioDed.    (Confederate.) 

Artillery,  Ucmvy^Battai/ona :  lOth/  786,  809,  865,  866,  917,  9SS;  (C^npa- 
»<M)  A,  B,  C,  982.  CompaniM :  Barnes',  922 ;  Boie'a,  865,  866,  917, 98S; 
Holland's,  982 ;  McBryde's,  922 ;  MacRae's,  922 ;  Rankin's,  665, 866, 
917, 922 ;  Talf  s,  922;  'Webb's,  142.    Regimenta :  3dt  {Compamiea)  F,  120. 

ArtUlery,  Ught-Batta/hna :  3d,t  121, 122,  865, 866, 879, 901, 917 ;  {Batteria) 

A,  1049 ;  B,  807, 1049 ;  C,  1049.  Battenes :  Banting's,  113, 807, 975 ;  Cape 
Fear,  807;  liana's,  335,  884,  916,  917,  963,  995;  Rowan,  782,  904,  917, 
975,  991.  RagimanU:  Ist,^  110,  113,  118,120,457,803;  (Batferiet)  C,  190- 
192,1020;  E, 255, 1004,  1007,  1067,  1090;  F,  865,  866,  917;  2d|  {BaUmim) 

B,  111,  113, 115, 117-121,  807, 954,  971, 975 ;  D,  34,  866, 917. 

Cavalry— ^ffMor/ZoAS :  7tli,  772 ;  12th,  255, 1062.  Companiaa :  Norfleef  a,  19; 
Swindell's  Rangers^  9B4.  Reg/manfa :  2d.  743, 746, 751, 759, 764, 921, 963, 
1038 ;  3d,  34,  111,  112, 529, 564, 693, 750, 767  865, 866, 917, 941. 963, 990, 1066, 
1067;  4th,  19,  121,122,197.457,670,750,755,771,984,1044,1051;  5th,  121, 
122, 160, 197, 198, 631, 638, 713, 755, 913, 957, 1051, 1060. 
Infantry— ^ffMor/zoifs:  Mallett's,  113,807;  Whitfbrd'a,  192,  194,253,508, 
883, 894 ;  Wrlghf  s,  1074 ;  2d,  974, 1046 ;  8th,  72, 154, 225, 240, 255, 631, 932, 
933, 945, 1074, 1087.  Compamea :  Bradberry's,  809,  865, 866, 879,  901, 917 ; 
Borwell'a,  807;  EUioU's,  356,  1067;  Sanderlln'a,  356.  RagimanH:  let, 
3d,  982;  8th,  117-119,  457,  791,  866;  11th,  113,  121,  122.  791,  808,  1033, 
1041 ;  17th,  47, 49,  146, 199,  457, 760,  975, 984,  1004,  1033,  1064*,  1065, 1089, 
1092 ;  2Sth,  364 ;  26th,  192, 193, 457, 803;  3l8t,  121, 122, 441, 457,  791, 804, 
866 ;  32d,  951 ;  35th,  170, 961, 982 ;  42d,  201, 202, 945, 946, 1033, 1089, 1092; 
43d,  160,951;  44th,  192, 1041:  45th.  163;  46th,  1011;  47th,  113,  1064; 
49th,  226,  240,  255,  982;  50th,  945,  974;  51st,  117-119,  457,  760,781,782, 
791, 866, 879;  52d,  18, 19,  111,  117-120,  556, 803, 1041 ;  53d,  745, 951 ;  54th, 
751, 759, 764 ;  SSth,  325-328,  332,  338-340,  556, 788, 910, 997,  998, 1002, 1010, 
1015, 1016, 1033 ;  56th,  364, 658, 785, 791,  808, 896, 1033 :  57th,  751, 759, 764  ;^ 
58th.  362;  61st,  113,  115,118,119,760,781,  782,785,791,806,865,866,917; 
64th,  810, 853. 
MiscellaneonB— Thomaa'  Legion,  811, 853. 
North  Carolina  Troops.    Mentioned.    (Union.) 

Infantry— ^e^/'/ne/ifs ;  Ist,  6, 7, 9, 13, 14, 47-49, 157, 201, 202, 212, 213, 216, 217, 
259, 260, 533, 547, 549, 576, 675, 678, 679, 737. 
North  Carolina  and  Bouthem  Virginia,  Department  o£    See  Virginia  and 
North  Carolina,  Department  of. 

Northerner,  Steamer.    Mentioned 145.147.181,182,223,224,584 

Northern  Virginia.    Operations  in, 

Sept.  3-Nov.  15,  1862.    Communications  from  Qastavns  W.  Smith 751 

Nov.  15,  1862-Jan.  25,  1863.    See  Dumfries  and  Fairfax  StaUan,  Va.    Baid 

on,  Dec.  27-29, 1862. 
April  27-May  6,  1863.     Ckancellorscille  Campaign, 
Northern  Virginia,  Army  o£    (Confederate.) 
Orders,  Special,  series  1863;  No.  14,  847. 
Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 1079, 1083 

Daniel,  Junius lOeS 

Davis,  Jefferson 1083 

'*  CompftDies  designated  wbim  prkoticable. 

t  Called  also  40Ui  Seginieut. 

t  Batteriee  designated  when  practicable. 

\  Called  also  10th  Begiment.    Batteries  designated  when  praoticaUa. 

li  Called  also  86th  Begiment. 
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P«ff». 
Korthem  Vlrgliiia,  Anny  ofl    (Confederate)— Coutiiiiied. 
Re-enforcemente  for.    CommnnicAtione  fh>m 

Dix,  JohnA 727,738,740 

Hill,  D.  H 1074,1088 

Hooker,  Joseph 727 

KeyeSy  ErasroasD 739 

Lee,  RobertE 1018,1063,1066,1069,1071,1078,1079,1088 

Peck,  Jobn  J 738 

War  Department,  C.  8 1079 

Steoart,  George  H^  as^goeA  to  doty  in 1070 

Northrop^  Lacius  B.    Mentioned 766,771,774,777,942 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  SuhaUtence  Department,  C.  8.  A. 

North  Shore,  Steamer.    Mentioned 228, 229, 241, 243, 3&5 

North  Star,  Steamer.    Mentioned 188 

North  State,  Steamer.    Mentioned 106,106,157,158,181,182,613 

Noyas^Mr.    Mentioned 409 

Noye^  Charlea  H.    Mentioned 295 

Noyea,  Henry  T.    Mentioned 725 

Nyoe,  John.    Mentioned 577,738 

Obenchaln, IT^miam  A.    Mentioned 832,849 

O'Brien,  DanieL    Mentioned 156,213 

Ocean  177aTe,  Steamer.    Mentioned 105,106,526,527 

O'Connell,  P.  A.    Mentioned 665 

O'Connor,  John.    Mentioned 225 

Ohio,  Department  o£    Transfer  of  9th  Corps  to.    Commonications  fh>m 

Bnmside,  Ambrose  E 564 

Dix,  JohnA 565 

French,  William  H 562 

Parke,  John  0 563-565 

See  also  Lee  to  L<mg$treei,  pp.  946,949,954,966;  Longafreet  to  Lee,  pp.  948, 
950 ;  Long$treei  to  Hill,  pp.  948,  956 ;  Longatreei  to  Whiting,  p.  949 ; 
Lovgetreet  to  Raneom,  p.  949 ;  Blteg  to  Longatreet,  p.  953.    Also 
Summary  of  Principal  Events,  p.  3. 
Ohio  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^flS^/'/iiMfs;  62d,  35,  37, 377, 487, 505, 548, 577, 678, 738 ;  67th,  377, 
487, 497, 548. 577, 678, 73a 

Olda,  Olaucua  E.    Mentioned 767 

OllTe  Branch  Chnroh,  Va.    Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Feb.  5, 1863.    Report  of  Christopher  Kleins 148 

Feb.  7,  1863. 

Commnnications  Arom 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 151 

Wise,  Henry  A 153 

Reports  of 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 149,150 

Kleinz,  Christopher 150 

Tabb,  William  B 152 

Wise.  Henry  A 152 

Onderdonk,  Bei^amin  F.    Mentioned 123,278,279,576,735 

O'Neil,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned 100 

O'Neil,  John.    Mentioned 9 

O'Neil,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 159,370 

Onalow,  N.  C.    Reconnaissance  to,  Jan.  20,  1863.    See  ^010  Berne,  N.  C.    Re- 
oonnaiesafioe  from,  Jan,  17-21, 1863. 

74  B  B-  VOL  xvni 
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Ord,E.  O.  C.    Menticnied 716. 

Ordnanoe  Department,  C.  B.  A.    Cemspendenoe  with 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 769 

WhiUng,  W.  H.  C 866,1035 

Ordnance  Department,  U.  B.  A.    ConeBpondence  with  T.  G.  Baylor 672 

Ordway,  Albert.    Mentioned 646.647 

Organisation,  Strength,  eto. 

ConiSBderate  Troope 760,751, 

760,  764,788,  793,807,800.  810,865,866,  879,888,900,901,915- 
917,  920-992,  929, 930, 962, 978, 1036, 1066, 1068, 1069, 1067, 1086 

l7nion  Troops 376-378,384,385,396,411,467-469,486, 

487,  497,  499-601,  632,  633,  546-549,  574-578,  67&-679. 733-738, 1093, 1094 

Orwig,  Thomaa  O.    Mentioned 734,1094 

Oaboni,  Franoia  A.    Mentioned 878,468,500,514,548,577,678,738 

Oabom,  Thomaa  O.    Mentioned 35,37,577,738 

OtiaiJOhnL.    Mentioned 738 

Onld,Robert.    Mentioned 388,474,771,1077 

Ontwater,  Jamea  D.    Mentioned 280 

Owena,  William  A.    Mentioned 745 

Padxlok,  Pilot.    Mentioned 215 

Page,  Mrs.    Mentioned 506 

Page,  P.R.    Mentioned 930 

Page,  T.J.    Mentioned 751,759,764,793,807,810,866.901,917 

Palfrey,  E.  A.    For  correspondenoe,  see  A^i.  and  Inap,  6ea.'a  Qj^oe^  C.  8.  A, 
Palmer,  Innla  N. 

AMignments  to  oommand .•••  .•••• 498 

Correepondenoe  with 

A^iatant-General,  U.S.  A 978,589 

Army  Headqaartere 612,617,637 

Dix,  JohnA 578,579,586 

Foster,  John  Q 227,228,552,584,594,612,618,638,646,647,665 

Keyes,  ErasmnsD 592,593 

Lee,  HoraoeC 608 

Lewis,  George  W 569 

Pickett,  Josiah 594,602,640.641 

Prince,  Henry 828 

8pinola,F.  B 248,851 

Itineraries  of  1st  Division,  18th  Army  Corps. 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Demonstration  on,  May  80-23, 1863 364 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  against,  March  8-16, 1863 186 

Washington,  N.  C.    Siegeof,  March  30-Aprll 20, 1863 819 

Mentioned 186,187,211,212,224.288, 

229, 231, 233-235, 241. 243, 248-250, 349, 350, 353, 372,  492, 547, 548, 576, 577, 
585, 588, 591, 593, 594, 598, 601, 603, 607, 622, 629, 674. 675, 678. 736. 984, 1054 

Report  of  expedition  toward  Kinston,  N.  C,  April  27'-May  1, 1863 343-345 

Palmer,  177illiam  H.    Mentioned 71 

Pamlico,  Diatxlot  of  the.    (Union.)    See  Nviik  Caroliaa,  DtpwrtrnmU  of, 
Pamnnkey  Peninanla,  Va.    Operations  on,  Ang.  20, 1862-7jnne  3, 1863.    See 
Jan.  7-  9,  1863.  YorkUnwh.    ^JSj^iVinn  fnm. 
April    16,  186.^  Pam«iiJkey  Rittr.    AjjfaW  on  iko. 
MtLj       7,  1863.  Weat  Point.    OocMpied  hy  Union  foreea. 

Zl-June  1,  1863.  Weoi  Point,    Evacuated  dy  Union  forecB. 
Pamnnkey  River,  Va.    AiTair-on,  April  16, 1863. 

Commnnicatious  from  ErasmnsD.  Keyes....;. &6 

Co-operation  of  Kavy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 348,698 

Report  of  Peyton  Wise 34S 
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PfumlUy  WmiAm.    MflDtioned 096,999 

Pardae,  Beqjamin  8.    Mentioned 378 

Fails,  A.  B.    Mentioned 1049 

Parka^  John  G.    Comspondenoe  with 

Army  Headqnarten 665 

Bornside,  AmbroaeE 563-566 

Parker,  Private.    Mentioned 19 

Parker,  FozfaaU  A.    Mentioned 50, 184, 462, 4<)8, 489, 510, 589 

Parker,  Jacob.    Mentioned 764,766 

Parker,  Beth.    Mentioned 558 

Parker,  177llliam  A.    Correspondenoe  with  John  G.  Foster 475 

Paraona,  W.  177.    Mentioned 936 

Paaaalo,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 506,837 

Patapaoo,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 530,857 

Patfeon,  Ale^inder  O. 

Mentioned 889,296,368 

Report  of  aldrmiah  on  the  Edenton  Road,  Va.,  April  15, 1863 891 

Patty  MarUn,  Schooner.    Mentioned 859 

Paul,  Captain.    Mentioned 861 

Paxton,E.  F.    Mentioned 1045 

Peabody,  Oliver  177.    Mentioned 360 

Pearoe,  J.  SL    For  correspondence  as  Asst.  A^Jt.  Oen.,  see  Benrjf  A,  Wi$e, 

Pearoy,  A.  B.,  Schooner.    Mentioned 408 

PeanoD.  Richmond  M.    Mentioned 887 

Peaae,  William  R. 

Mentioned 880,303,304,307,318,380,736 

Reportsof  sieg&of  Snffolk,  Ya.,  April  U-May  4,  1863 309-311 

Peck,  John  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Army  Headqnarters 381, 

478, 600, 605, 606, 610, 614, 619, 680, 686, 638, 663, 667, 684, 698 

Dix,JohnA 401, 408, 414, 416^ 

441, 444-446, 453-465, 468-460, 464,  465, 469, 470, 474, 476-479, 488, 484, 486, 
604, 505, 507, 509-613, 616, 517,  519-588, 584, 588, 530, 531, 534-643, 560-553; 
555-558, 560-668, 564^567, 571, 573, 610, 614-616, 680, 621, 685-688, 633, 635- 
637, 639, 641, 644, 660, 668-655, 657-659, 663, 664, 667,  671-673, 680, 684. 686^ 
687, 689-691, 699, 701, 705,709,  710, 714, 716, 718-780,  788-726. 789, 730, 738 

Dodge,  CharlesC 651 

Foster,  John  Q 41,43,589 

Hooker,  Joseph 588, 

586,600,606.644,663,666,658,667,678,679,680,683,684,691,698 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 693,597-600,603,606 

Lee,  S.  P 595,606,607,611,617,618,681,634,635,643,708 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 693 

Viele.  Egbert  L 548,614,680,687,654,722 

Mentioned 18, 13, 15, 16, 80, 35, 38, 40, 41 ,  43, 54. 58, 95, 185, 186, 136, 139, 801, 

802, 868, 267-870, 273, 274, 283, 284, 295, 299. 312, 359, 377, 379, 380, 385, 388, 
389, 392, 395-399, 401, 403, 411, 413, 437. 458^160, 465, 467, 468, 473. 477-480, 
486, 499, 501, 609, 513. 519. 531, 538, 536, 540, 542, 546, 546,549. 551, 555. 556, 
563,  574, 575. 580, 588, 585. 586, 589, 591, 592, 595-697, 599, 600, 603, 604, 606, 
609, 610, 613. 617, 619. 621, 632. 636, 642, 643, 653, 666, 661-663, 666, 668. 675, 
676, 683, 687. 689, 694-696, 699, 701, 711, 712, 738-734, 738, 828, 884,834, 1093 
Reports  of 

B1ackwater,ya. 

Reconnaissances  to  the,  Dec.  8-18, 1868 38-40 
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Peok,  John  J.— ^Jontinned. 
Reports  of 

Blaokwater,  Va. 

SkinnisheB  on  the. 

Oct.  3,1862 16,17 

1)60.2,1868 36 

Camvnie,ya.    Affair  near,  Nov.  17, 1862 33 

Deserted  House,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30, 1863 138,136 

Franklin,  Va. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Oct.  31,  1868 80 

Nov.  18,  1868 33,34 

March  17, 1863 199 

Norfolk  and  Petershnrg  Railroad,  Va.    Operations  on  tbe,  May  15-88^ 

1863 368,369 

Providence  Chnroh,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Jan.  9, 1863 187 

Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  Va.    Operations  on  tbe,  May  18-86^ 

1863 364,356 

Suffolk,  Va. 

Operations  abont,  Nov.  18-14,1868 31 

Siege  of,  April  11-May  4, 1863 874,881.884 

Wlnfield,N.C.    Skirmish  at,  March  83, 1863 808,303 

Peebles,  Jamea  E.    Mentioned 931 

Pegnun,  R.  B.    Mentioned 385 

Peiraon,  Qeorge  H. 

Mentioned 883,346,347,363,364,370,371,469,600,577,736 

Reports  of  Kinston,  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  May  80-83, 1863 365 

Expedition  toward,  April  87-May  1, 1863 347 

Peletier'a  BCIll,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  May  6. 1863.    See  fvporf  q^  Fo9ter,  p.  368. 

Palhain,  John.    Mentioned 940 

Pelonse,  iKinla  H.    Mentioned 543 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  AcUntant-Oeneral,  see  John  A,  Dix, 

Pemberton.  John  C.    Mentioned 816,1068,1071,1080,1064 

Pender,  W.  D.    Mentioned 782,8!i6 

Pendleton,  James  M.    Mentioned 7 

Pendleton,  VT.  N. 

Correspondence  with  James  Longstreet 335 

Mentioned 7G8 

Peninanla,  Va.,  The. 

Defense  of,  measnres  for.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters « 375,382 

MoClellan,  George  B 373,375 

Navy  Department,  U.  S 376 

Operations  on,  Aug.  80, 1868-June  3,  1863. 
Commnni cations  from 

Army  Headquarters 388,479 

Baird,  E.  R 1091 

Bnsteed,  Richard 568 

Causey,  C.  H 1067 

Councill,  J.  Calvin 797,799 

Dickinson,  William 809 

Dix,  John  A 386, 446, 617, 669, 661, 689. 693, 706, 707, 716, 717, 729,  TJO 

Eteey,  Arnold  ...,, 906 
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Fwrtnwilii,  Vs.,  The^Continiied. 

Openliona  on  the,  Aog.  20,  IdOB-Jiuie  3»  1863. 

CommonioatlonB  from 

Hall«E.  D 1091 

Harmui,  WUliMn 806,809 

Keyes,  Erasmos  D 488, 

492, 517, 529, 573, 606, 596, 604, 605, 611, 622, 629.  641, 662, 687,  689, 693, 714 

King,  UnfoB 607,612 

Lee,  O.W.  G 1092 

Lee,Bobert£ 979,1065,1070,1071 

Lee,  8.  P 387,381,442,522,607,605 

Lewis,  William 517 

LongBtieet,  James 968,1023 

Navy  Department,  U.  8 442 

Peck,  JohnJ 729,730 

Pettigfew,  J.  J 1041,1060 

Pickett,  George  £ 1090 

Shiugler,  W.P 742 

Smith,  Onstavns  W 742,747,800 

War  Department,  C.  8 1091 

West,  Robert  H 693 

Wise,  Henry  A 795,796,800,920,975,994,1006,1019.1035 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 378, 

380, 387, 388, 391, 397, 522, 596-608, 604-607, 611, 689, 698. 699, 704, 731 
See  also 

Sept.   9,  1862.  WUUamahurg,    Skirmish  at, 

Nov.  22, 1862.  WiUianuburg,    Beeannaii§anoe from. 

Deo.  17,  1862.  JXateund  Bridge  and  Bwmt  Ordinarg.    Becomnaiuanoe 

to, 

Jan.  19, 1863.  Williamahurg.    Sooutfnm^  amd  Mrmiah  at  Burnt  Ordi- 

narg. 

Mar.  29,  1863.   Williamihnrg,    SkirmUk  at, 

April  11, 1863.  WiUiamihurg,    SkirmUkai. 

Also  Dix  to  Halleoky  pp.  388,  389,  395,  396;  Kegot  to  HaUeek,  p.  609; 

Smith  to  Frenohf  p.  762 ;  Seddon  to  Longttreet,  p.  967. 

Penn,  William  (Vessel).    MentioDod 448 

Pennsylvania  Troopa.    Mentioued. 

Artillery,  Ue^yy—Regimonts :  2d,  387;  3d,  272,  288,  468,  487,  574,  576,671, 

677,735,736,1026,1093. 

Artillery,  Light— ^fl^/Vne/ifs ;  Ist  (  Datierie$)y  A,  287, 570, 575, 676, 735 ;  E,  H, 

487,576,677,734,1094. 

CsLYalTy^Reffiments  :  4th,  377, 390 ;  5th,  11, 12, 50, 51, 124, 131, 148-152,  201, 

205,  206,  262,  26.3,  377,  468,  487,  493,  517,  576,  595,  596,  598,677,734,1094; 

11th,  18,  35, 123, 125, 132;  133, 135-137, 139, 140, 200-202,  278,288,  289,  293, 

356,  :r77,  468,  483, 487, 574-576, 607, 677, 693, 735, 736, 941, 1093, 1094. 

Intkntry^Regimonts :  52d,  49,  487, 501, 548, 577, 678, 738 ;  58th,  131, 153-155, 

160, 161,  225, 226^  239, 240, 343-345, 347,  348,  351,  352,  3e2-:i71, 377, 487,  505, 

514, 547, 548, 577, 665,  678,  724, 729, 737 ;  85th,  55.  CO,  79, 95-97, 99, 101-104, 

377, 487, 600,  .'>48, 577,  678, 738 ;  88th,  1090 ;  lOlst,  92, 95-97, 100, 103, 180- 

182, 223, 248, 249, 377,  487, 5G0, 548,  577,  584,  599, 679, 737, 984, 1060 ;  103d, 

18, 35, 37, 60, 96, 97, 99, 100, 102, 104, 181, 182, 249, 377, 487, 500,  548, 577, 599, 

679,  rj7, 1060;  104th.  32,  33, 487,  501,  548,  577,  678,  738 ;  158th,  173,  188; 

224. 240-242, 249, 254, 487, 499,  548,  578,  599,  679, 737 ;  165th,  125, 135, 286, 

289. 293, 487, 499, 575,  676,  734,  1093 ;  166th,  286, 289, 293, 487,  499)  575^  676, 

734, 1093 ;  167th,  132-136, 139, 141, 286,  487, 499, 575, 676,  rJ4, 1093 ;  168th, 

168, 173, 176b  487. 499;  548;  578, 609, 679. 737 ;  169th,  960, 360,  487, 499, 576. 
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PennaylTmnia  Troopflb    Mentioned— ContlBiied. 

InthntTy—flegimtiU:  169th— (oontlBaed)«  077,734, 1094;  171st,  173,  S40, 

842,  249, 254,  467,  499,  548,  578,  699,  679, 737;  172d,  487, 489, 490. 576, 6n, 

734, 1094 ;  173d,  487,  575, 6n,  736, 1093 ;  174tll,  487, 499, 506, 548, 577, 678, 

738 ;  175tli,  173,  223,  240,  242,  243, 249, 254, 487, 499, 548, 578, 599, 679. 737 ; 

176th,  487,  499,  548,  577,  678,  738;  177th,  487,  499,  575,  677,  736.  1093; 

178th,263,266,487,499,57B,  629,677,734,  1094;  179th,  487, 499, 576, 6n, 

734,1094. 

PerkUis,  Edwin  J.    Mentioned 106 

PerkinB,  Bllaha  A.    Mentioned 529 

Perkins, 'William  W.    Mentioned 59.60 

Perry,  Commodore,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 46,146,199,356,522,624,602 

Peten,  E.  P.    Mentioned 66 

Petereborg,  Va.    Defenses  of  (immediate).    Commnnioations  tnm 

French,  Samuel  O 742 

Smith,  GnstaynsW    702 

See  also  amith  to  Lee,  p.  786. 
Pettiflprew,  J.  J. 

Correspondence  with 

Daniel,  Jnnins 1012 

Elsey,  Arnold 1041,1044,1062,1060 

Ferebee,D.  D 745,748 

French,  Samuel  O 744 

Hill,  D.H 196,883,921,965,990,1004,1007,1013,1027 

Lee,  Robert  £ 1066,1065 

Mentioned 110,117,166,184,185,188-191.196,230,236,245,249, 

250, 274, 282, 286, 436, 444, 537, 566, 500, 750, 762, 788, 803, 804, 807, 808,  830, 

841, 855, 865, 872, 874, 888, 891. 901, 916, 917, 924, 932, 988, 941,  945, 964, 974, 

990,991,1006,1012,1033,1034,1063,1069,  1078,1079,  1082,1086,1088-1091 

Report  of  expedition  against  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  8-16^  1863 192 

Phelps,  Mrs.    Mentioned 496 

Phenix,  Dawson.    Mentioned 582 

Philadelphia  Znqtdrer.    Extract  from  "  The  Gallant  Campaign  at  SntTolk  "...      282 

Phillips,  Rolla  O.    Mentioned 96 

Phcsniac,  Steamer.    Mentioned 5224,613,636 

Picket,  Steamer.    Mentioned &-7 

Piofcett,  G^eorge  E. 

Assignments  to  command 889 

Correspondence  with 

Adjutant  and  Insiieotor  General's  Office,  C.S.  A 884 

Elsey,  Aruold 1090 

Longstreet,  James 967 

Mentioned 275,290,291,334,549,564,583,687,604,605, 

632, 679, 680, 683, 691 ,  732, 738, 876-878, 880, 882, 883, 889, 890, 898, 909, 910, 

915^17,923-927,929,931-933,937,938,942,967,963,  996,  1021,  1038-1041, 

1043-1046, 1056,  1059,  1062,  1066,  1071,  1075,  lOn-1079,  1088, 1089,  1091 

Report  of  skirmish  on  the  Edenton  Road,  Va.,  April  24, 1863 340 

Pickett,  Joslah. 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  John  G 640 

Palmer,  Innis  N 594,602,640,641 

Mentioned 162,164,170,367,368,378,469,500,566,577,584,641,736 

Reports  of 

Deep  tfnlly,  N.  C.    Skirmishes  at,  March  13-14, 1863 187 

Qoldsborongh,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1862 87 
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Ploktftt,  Joslah— Contbined. 
Beporttof 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Demonstntioiis  on. 

liaroh  6-8, 1663 158 

Hay  S0-S3, 1863 370 

Pi«roe,  Bamuol  C.    Mentioned 606 

Pieioe.  Seymonr  B.    Mentioned 100 

Plggotty  ICuy  Ann.    Mentioned 801 

Pilot  Boy,  Btenmer.    Mentioned 633 

Pioneer,  Steamer.    Mentioned 425-488 

Pitt,  F.  a.    Mentioned 1068 

Plaisted,  Hazzle  M.    Mentioned 49,51,501,577,738 

Planter,  Steamer.    Mentioned 545 

Plymouth,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  Dee.  10, 1668. 
Commnnioatione  flx>m 

Flnaaer,  C.W 48 

Fogerty,  Thomas  J 47 

Foster,  John  G 47 

CoH>peration  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Army ••        45 

Beportnof 

Ewer,  Banial>as,Jr 46-47 

French,  SamnelO 49 

MiseU,  Jonathan  T 48 

Defeneee  of  (immediate).    Commnnications  fh>m  Henry  W.  Wesaelia 781 

Demonstration  on,  March  10-13;  1663. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 199 

Report  of  Walter  O.  Bartholomew 199 

Expedition  to,  Feb.  1-10, 1663. 
Commnnications  from 

Foster,  John  O 147 

Wessells,  Henry  W 147 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 145-148 

Beport  of  Francis  L.  Lee 145 

Fort  at,  named  "Fort  Williams" 644 

Skirmish  near,  Aug.  30, 1868 1 

Poage,  Thomas.    Mentioned 148,144,145,807 

Poindexter,  P.    Mentioned 340 

Pollock,  'William  K.    Mentioned 578 

PoUockevllle,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  March  6-8, 1863.    See  New  Beme,  N,  C,  Ea^pMHan  finm, 

Marok  6-10,  1863. 
ReconnaiBsance  to,  Jan.  17,  1863.    See  New  Berne^  N  C,    BeeatmaUeanee 
fnm,  Jan,  17-81,  1863. 

Pond,  Prancis  B.    Mentioned 35,37,577,738 

Pond,  Nathan  P.    Mentioned 851,358,353,509,569 

Pool,  John.    Correspondence  with  Governor  of  North  Carolina. 745 

Pool,  Stephen  D. 

Mentioned 110,118,113,441,878,1043 

Report  of  engagement  at  Goldsborongh  Bridge,  N.  C,  Dec.  17, 1868 180 

Poor,  Walter  B.    Mentioned 898 

Pope, John.    Mentioned 385,684 

Porteanz,  M.  B.    Mentioned 935,937 

Porter,  Burr.    Mentioned 967,383,676,734 
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Porter,  Francis  E. 

Mentioned 737 

Reports  of 

Emily  and  Arrow ,  Steamers.    Capture  of,  May  15, 1863 356 

Wale's  Head,  N.  C.    Destmction  of  Salt  Works  at,  Feb.  2, 1863 148 

Porter,  Henry.    Mentioned 512 

Port  Royal,  Steamer.    Mentioned 105,106 

Portamonth,  Va.    Blockade  of.    See  Bloekaie, 
Potomac,  Army  of  the.    (Union.) 

Army  Corps,  9th,  transferred  to  Newport  News,  Va.,  Feb.  6-21,  1863 149 

Orders,  General,  series  18(S2 :  Corps :  4th  (Keyes),  No.  86,  379. 
Re-enforoements  for.    Commuuicatious  from 

Army  Headquarters 378,382,986,387,395.399.732 

Dix,JohnA 382.387 

See  also  Mantfield  to  Halhck,  p.  385. 
Potter,  Bdward  E. 
Correspondence  with 

Foster,John  G 390,424 

Washington,  N.  C,  Commanding  Officer  Confederate  forces  nearest. ..      424 

Mentioned 4-4$.  9, 22, 59, 79, 113, 

175, 177, 178, 186, 212, 214, 215, 228, 232, 441, 512, 547, 549, 556, 612, 669, 1020 
For  correspondenoeb  etc.,  as  Chief  of  Staff,  see  John  Q,  Foster, 
Orders,  General,  series  1862:  No.  6,  424. 
Reports  of.    Washington,  N.  C. 

Attack  on,  Sept.  6, 18G2 6 

Operations,  April  16-17,  1863,  during  siege  of 218,219 

Preaident;  C.  8.    See  Jeffonon  Datit, 
President,  U.  8.    See  Ahrakam  lAncoln. 

Prime,  Prederlck  B.    Mentioned 457 

Prince,  Frederick  W.    Mentioned 66 

Prince,  Henry. 

Assignments  to  command 662,669,670 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  JohnG 169,223,228-236,631,633,638,670 

Lewis,  GeorgQ  W 177 

Palmer,  Innis  N 228 

Mentioned 170-172, 

174, 175, 179, 211, 216, 227, 228, 232. 238, 242-244, 247-249, 254, 520. 533,  547, 
548, 550, 556, 576, 578, 584, 589, 599, 638, 646, 647, 652. 668, 669. 678,  679,  737 
Reports  of 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Expedition  toward,  April  16-21,  1863 ^ S25 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Expedition  from,  March  6-10, 1863 166 

Operations,  March  15-16, 1863,  daring  expedition  against 187 

Washington,  N.  C.    Operations,  April  4-6,  daring  siege  of 822 

Pringle,  William  B.    Mentioned 170.178 

Priaonera,  Political.    Arrest,  etc.    Commnnlcations  from  Samuel  O.  French .      TTb 

Priaonera  of  "War.    Treatment,  etc.    Communications  from  John  A.  Bix 387 

See  also  Smith  to  Frotioh^  p.  770 ;  Cooper  to  Hill,  p.  1061.     Also  JBjpooidl  Ordero, 
Ko.  127,  p.  1077.. 
Private  Property.    Action  toaohing. 
Commnnlcations  from 

Foster,  John  O 182,475 

French,  William  H 996 
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Private  Property.    Aotlon  toaohlng— Continued. 
Commanications  from 

Jenkins,  A.  G 863 

Jonee,  Samnel 935,936 

North  Caroline,  Governor  of 585,792,895,934 

Prince,  Heury 669 

Slaght,  Jamee  C 527 

Stonly,  Ed 182,525 

War  Department,  C.  8 792,902,935 

See  alBO  DU  to  Ferry,  p.  386 ;  Bollst  to  Wilder,  pp.  570,  591 ;  WkUing  to 
Smith,  p.  773. 
Statements  of 

Collins,  Alexander 596 

Matthew  (Colored) 526 

Tnttle,W.  W 526 

Proaty,M.  P.    Mentioned 75,512 

Piovidenoe  dmroh,  Va.    Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Nov.  12, 1862.    See  Suffolk,  Va,    Operatiom  about,  Nov,  12-14, 1862. 

Deo.88,186S.    Seportof  Orris  S.  Feny 123 

Jan.  9, 1863. 

Commonications  from  John  A.  Dix 126 

Report  of  John  J.  Peek 127 

May  17, 1863.    See  Norfolk  and  Peteraburg  B»  R.,  Va,    Operatione  on,  May 
1&-28,  1863. 
Pitnrldenoe  Chiiroh  Road,  Va. 

Beoonnaissance  on  the,  May  3, 1863.    Beport  of  Griffin  A.  Stedman,  Jr  .. ..      315 
See  also  April  11-May  4.  Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va,    Jieporte  of 

DattoB,  Arthur  H.       Getty,  Q«orge  W.       Harlsod,  Bdward.       Peok,  John  J. 
Skirmish  ou  the,  April  12, 1863.    See  report  of  Peek,  p.  274. 
Pryor,  Roger  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 790 

Longstreet,  Jamus 896 

Smith,  GastavQsW  846 

War  Department,  C.  8 877,879,886,888,889 

Mentioned 36,37,40.123,126,126,132,136,144,146,179,496, 

510, 512, 613, 618, 619, 621 ,  624, 628-631 ,  534-537, 539, 540, 661-553, 656, 562, 
666,604,808,830,846,846.851,877-^9,882,  889,  896,906,  1078,  1088,  1094 

Beport  of  engagement  at  Deserted  Honse,  V a. ,  J  an.  30, 1863 142 

Pntney,  H.  M.    Mentioned 360 

Quartennaster-Gtoneral'a  Office,  C.  8.  A.    Correspondence  with  War  De- 
partment, C.  S 107 

Qnartermaater-Qeneral'a  Office,  U.  8.  A.    Correspondence  with 

Bnmside,  Amhrose  £ 636 

Dix,  John  A 476,502,504,611 

Radoliffe,  Jamea  D. 

Correspondeoce  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 794 

Mentioned 112-116,760,768.778,794 

Ralna,  Oabrlel  J. 

Correspondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1082 

MenUoned 743,760,752,762,808,862,1022,1082 

Relna,  Oeorge  W.    Mentioned 1063 

Raleigh,  C.  8.  a    Meutiouud 1024,1041 

r,  8.  D.    Mentioned 928 
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Rander,  Henry.    Mentioned 80 

Randall,  J.    Mentioned 1090 

Randolph,  George  "W.    Mentioned 743,749,754- 

756,  761, 767, 768, 770, 773, 774. 777, 779,  7H1, 783, 789, 813, 823, 862, 900, 913 
For  eorrespondenoe,  ete.,  see  Wtur  Dtptirimemi,  C.  8, 

Randolph,  J.  Innia.    Mentioned 750 

Randolph,  John.    Mentioned 746 

Rankin,  8.  C.    Mentioned 163 

Ransom,  Alfred.    Mentioned 63-65, 82, 340, 843, 469. SOI,  527, 578, 737 

Ransom,  M.W.    Mentioned 961,983 

Ransom,  R.,  jr. 

Correspondence  with 

Hill,  D.  H 957,971,981,985,986,1000,1004 

Longstreet,  James 949,960,961 

Mentioned 189,344, 

364, 385, 631, 638, 679, 818, 880, 885, 830, 832,  833, 836, 840, 841, 846-848, 860, 
855, 866, 875, 879, 882. 888, 803,  900, 901, 917, 925, 930, 992, 998, 941, 943, 945^ 
947, 954, 955, 961, 962, 969, 972, 974, 979, 980, 982, 967, 991, 1023, 1090-1034, 
1046, 1047,  1050-1062,  1057,  1063, 1071,  1073-1080,  1082, 1083-1088, 1098 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Sandy  Bidge,  N.C.,  AprU  20, 1863 856 

Ranlston, 'William  C.    Mentioned 577 

Rawle's  Mill,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  Nov.  2, 1862.    See  Nem  B^nm,  N.  C.    JBqm- 
ditUmJiram,  Nov.  1-12, 1862. 

Read,  Walter  A.    Mentioned 320 

Reagan,  John  H.    Mentioned 768,945 

Redfem,  Alfred.    Mentioned 1020 

Reed,  J.    Mentioned 666 

ReediJaoob  A.    Mentioned 61,62.217,818 

Reed's  Ferry,  Va.    Skirmish  near,  Biay  3,  1863.    See  April  11-May  4, 1863. 
SUge  of  fhffolkf  Va.    BtporU  of 
CnMby,  Hiram  B.       Datum,  Arthor  H.       Getty,  G«oi^  W,      Peek.  John  J. 

Reftigees.    See  Rrfugeetf  Freedmem  and  AhaiUhnud  Land$, 
Refugees,  Freedmen  and  Abandoned  Ztanda.    Action  touching. 
Conmiiinications  iVom 

Adjatant-Generars  office,  U.  S.  A 580 

Diz,  John  A 570,501; 739 

Orders  of  War  Department,  U.  S 580 

Regan,  Peter  C.    Mentioned 575,735,1093 

Reid,  Jamea  A.    Mentioned 989,992 

Reid.  J.  J.    Mentioned 116 

Reid,  Thomas  M.    Mentioned 735 

Reilly,  Jamea    Mentioned 904,964,978,984,990.992 

Reinhart,  H.  W.    Mentioned HI 

Reinmnller,  John  B.    Mentioned 150 

Renshaw.  R.  T.    Mentioned 4,5,210,218 

Reynolds,  Gtorard.    Mentioned 693,1093 

Rhett.  Thomaa  8. 

Correspondence  with 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 770 

Whitinff,  W.  H.  C 1000 

Mentioned 793,807.810,866,901.912.917,952.966,1029,1059,1086 

Rhode  Island  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^fl^imsirfe :  1st  ( Baiteriea),  F,  21-23, 25, 54. 56, 58, 60, 63-«6, 
73, 88, 85-88, 90, 94, 176, 187, 221, 246, 248, 251, 268, 402, 447, 469, 472, 601, 549^ 
666,578,679,737. 
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Rhode  IfllAiid  Tioopa    Meiitioned->Continaed. 

lu{AJitry—R9gm9iil8:  4tl&,  278,  S87,  301,  902,  306,316,319.381,508,570,675, 
676,  rJ5;  5th,  83,  85.  56.60,83,815,816,818,819,888,849,378,468,500,  548, 
577,599,618,683,679,737;  7th,  568;  11th,  886, 383, 606, 676, 734. 

Rloe,  John,  Steamer.    Mentioned 705 

Rioe,  Nathan  P.    Mentioned 883 

Rioe,  Pitkin  B.    Report  of  expedition  from  New  Berne,  N.  C,  March  6-10, 

1863 172 

Rioe,  Randall  H.    Mentioned 315 

Rioharda,  O.  C.    Mentioned 351 

Rioharda,  John  R.    Mentioned 156 

Riohardaon,  Colin. 

Mentioned 73,161 

Report  of  expedition  to  Swan  Quarter,  N.  C,  March  1-6,  1863 157 

Riohardaon,  Jamea  M.    Mentioned 888 

Riohardaon,  William  H.    Mentioned 834 

Riohmond,  C.  8.  S.    (Merrimao  No.  8.)    Mentioned 385, 

397, 400, 435, 641, 720. 743, 968, 976, 997, 999, 1008, 1009, 1019, 1085, 1068 
Richmond,  Va. 

Battened  around,  and  diatanoes  from,  the  Capitol 989 

Defenses  of  (immediate). 
Commnnications  from 

Eliey,  Arnold 1068 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 988 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 748,794 

War  Department,  C.  S 1080 

Elxey,  Arnold,  aesigned  to  command  of 794 

Ordvn,  General,  eeries  1868 :  No.  1,  748. 

Smith,  Gnstav us  W.,  assigned  to,  and  assumes  conmiand  of 748 

Riots  in.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 931,958 

Elsey,  Arnold 978 

Virginia,  Governor  of 977 

See  also  Elgejf  to  Laugitrmt,  p.  965. 

Transfer  of  Longstreet's  Corps  for  defense  of 8,876,880,888-884 

Richmond,  Department  of.*   (Confederate.) 

Colston,  R.  £.,  assigned  to  duty  in 807 

Confederate  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Dee.  80, 1868 807 

Dec.31, 1968 810 

Feb.  1, 1863 866 

March  1,1863 901 

March  10,  1863 917 

March  14,1863 980,981 

April  1,  1863 968 

May  1,  1863 1036 

May  13,  1863 1068,1059 

May  31, 1863 1066 

Constituted,  and  limitsdefined 953 

Elsey,  Arnold,  assigned  to  command 953 

Limits  extended 1020 

Riohmond  Bxaminer.    Extraotfrom.    ** Siege  of  Suffolh,  Va." 884 

Riohmond  Preaa.    Correspondence  with  A^Jotant  and  Inspector  General's 

Office,  C.  S.  A 958 

*ltormsny  MBStltatsd  ApfU  1, 1861. 
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Riohmond  Sentinel.    Extract  from.    '*  Siege  of  8iiffolk»  Va." 633 

Riolimond,  Silas  P. 

Meutioneil 85,168,469,601,578,737 

Reports  of 

KiD8tOD»  N.  C. 

Demonstration  on,  May  20-23, 1863 371 

Expedition  toward,  April  16-421,  1863 S38 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863 175 

Washington,  N.  C.    Operations,  April  7-10, 1863,  during  siege  of 237 

Riohter,  Henry  M. 

Mentioned 86,28,30 

Report  of  demonstration  on  New  Berne,  N.  C,  Nov.  11,  1862 88 

Riddick,Mr.  Mentioned 967 

Riely,  John  W.    Mentioned 794,997 

RiggBk  F.    Mentioned 1023 

Biggs,  'William  J.    Mentioned 8,64,65 

Rinaldo,  H.  B.  M.  Steamer.    Mentioned 714. 7»S 

Ringold,  Benjamin.    Mentioned 278,288,306,575.687 

Ripley,  Bdward  H.    Mentioned 735 

Ripley,  James  W.    Mentioned 580,582 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Ordnance  Departrntrntf  U,  8,  A, 

Rialey,  Bdwln.    Mentioned 311 

Rivea,  Alfred  L.    Mentioned 756 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Enqiitmr  Dtpartment,  C,  &  A, 

Rivea,  Charles  M.    Mentioned 191,192 

Roberta,  Coleman.    Mentioned 341 

Roberta,  Joseph.    Mentioned 376,377,1093 

Roberts,  Samnel  O.    Mentioned 846,252 

Roberta,  "W.  Deweea. 

Correspondence  with  Franklin  A.  Stratton 693 

Mentioned 356,535,693 

Report  of  capture  of  the  steamers  Emily  and  Arrow,  May  15,  18l£t 356 

Robertson,  Beverly  H. 
Correspondence  with 

Fiench,  Samuel  G 804,805 

Hill,  D.  H 912,1007,1051 

Longstreet^  James 963 

Mentioned 109.  113,166.188,189,196,589, 

564,602,755,768,787,788,803,804.807,844,854,855,858,865,888,891,900, 
901,915-917,924,  955.957,  961,  971,  984, 1004,  1007,  lOGO^  1071,  1075. 1068 

Re|>orts  of 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  against,  March  9-15, 1863 197 

M^hiteHall,  N.  C.    Engagement  at.  Dec.  16, 1862 121 

Robertson,  J.  B.    Mentioned 386,339.915,917,  lU(i-i 

Robertson.  J.  R.    Mentioned 797.796,800,920,975 

Robinson.  'William.    Mentioned 357 

Robinson,  "W.  T.    Mentioned 134 

Robinaon'a  Plantation,  Va.    Expedition  to,  May  15, 1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  8.,  with  Army 357 

Report  of  George  H.  Gordon 357 

Rooky  Hook  Creek,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  March  24,  1863 3 

Rodgera,  John.    Mentioned 398,408 

Rodman's  Point;  N.  C. 

AfEair  at,  April  16,  1863.    See  B§part  of  EmUt,  p.  212 ;  Fotttr,  pp.  SIS,  8191 


INDEX.  1181 


Rodman's  Pomt,  N.  C— Continaed* 
Engagements  at. 

April  1, 1863.    See  report  of  Foater,  p.  212, 
April  4-^,  1863.    See  report  of  Foeter,  p.  212. 
Skirmish  at,  March  30, 1863.    See  report  of  Foeter,  p.  212L 

Rogers,  Bdmond  Law.    Mentioned .1045, 1046 

Rogers,  H.  J.    Mentioned 628,630,633,997 

Rogers,  Samuel  N.    Mentioned 62 

Rogers,  8.  H.    Mentioned 113 

Roker,  J.  C,  Schooner.    Mentioned  475 

Roper,  John  L.    Mentioned 36,37,125 

Roseoraua,  "W.  8.    Mentioned 507,953,954 

Ross,  Mi\jor.    Mentioned 974 

Rows,  Frederick  A.    Mentioned 271,277,280,658,659,663 

Rullin,  Frank  O. 

Correspondence  with  North  Carolina,  Governor  of 766 

Mentioned 765 

Rnffln,  Thomas.    Mentioned 1026 

Rnsh,  David  O.    Mentioned 97 

Russell,  David  A.    Mentioned 472 

Russell,  Le  Grand.    Mentioned 461 

Ryerson,  Hemy  O.    Mentioned 735 

Ekdisbory,  N.  C.    Writ  of  haheae  eorpue  suspended  at,  and  in  vicinity  of 793 

8altonstall,  "WiUiam  O.    Mentioned 210,427 

8anderlin,  Willis  B.    Mentioned 356 

8andera,  A.  H.    Mentioned 538 

Sanders,  Rnos  C. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 538 

Mentioned 14,15,525,675 

Reports  of 

Nizonton,N.  C.    Sliirniish  at,  April  6, 1863 259 

Shiloh,N.  C.    Affair  at,8ept.  17,1862. 13 

8andera,  Horace  T.    Mentioned 735 

Sanderson,  John  W.    Mentioned 82 

Sandy  Ridge,  N.  C.    Skirmishes  at. 

Feb.  13, 1863.    ^eBatckeldei^eOreek^N.C,   Expedition  from,  Feb.  l2-\Z,\^G!i, 
April  20,  1863.    Reporto  of 

Jones,  J.  Richter 239 

Ransom,  R.Jr 255 

Willson,  John  M 239 

See  also  report  of  Prince,  p.  226. 

Sanford,  Charles  D.    Mentioned 366,367 

Sawtell,  Bdward  D.    Mentioned 135 

Scales,  P.  P.    Mentioned 163 

Schenok,  Robert  C.    Mentioned 1025 

Schlachter,  F.    Mentioned 61,62 

Schriver,  Scout.    Mentioned 967 

Schnls,  Carl.    Mentioned 303 

Seaboard  and  Roanoke  Railroad,  Va.    Operations  on  the.  May  12-26, 1863. 
Commnnications  from 

Dix,  John  A 719,720,722.723,725 

Peck,  John  J 716,718,722-724 

<*Reoordof  Events,"  7th  Corps 354 

Reports  of 

Dix,  John  A 354 

Peck,  John  J 354,366 
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Eteabury,  Thomas  8.    Mentioned 280 

Eteawoll,  John  T.    Mentioned 51 

Beddon,  James  A.    Mentioned 107,782,794,799,816- 

8ie^  823, 825, 826, 831, 848, 868, 800, 869-871, 875, 884, 888, 893, 896, 904, 906^ 
918, 919,  927,  931,  936-937, 968,  966,  969, 97!»-974, 977, 978, 999, 1011, 1015, 
1088,  1029, 1043, 1047, 1065, 1058, 1069,  1070, 1077,  1061-1083, 1090, 1091 
For  correspondence,  etc.  eee  War  Ikpartmitmtf  C,  8, 

Sadgwlok,  John.    Mentioned 534,565,906,944,1048 

Belby,  Milton.    Mentioned 196 

Eteward,  ^07illiam  H.    Mentioned 877,443,445,667 

Eteymonr,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 323,843 

Saymonr,  Horatio.    Mentioned 994 

Sharp,  R.  J. 

Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1090 

Mentioned 167,896 

Sharp,  "WllUam.    Mentioned 1020 

Shaw,  B.  F.    Mentioned 196 

Shaw,H.  Bff.    Mentioned 111,117,118 

Shawsheen  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 170-178 

Shays,  Scout.    Mentioned 1041,1045,1048,1070 

Shearer,  "William  B.    Mentioned 70 

Sheldon,  Osoar.    Mentioned 508 

Shelton,  Aronnata.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  David.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  David,  of  Sipns.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Imulo.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  James.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  James,  jr.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Rod  (Stob  Bod).    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Sipus.    Mentioned 893 

Shelton,  Will.    Mentioned 893 

Shenk,  R.  W. 

Correspondence  with  Treasury  Department,  U.  8 489 

Mentioned 489,456 

Sbepard,  Jeremiah  M.    Mentioned 3S8 

fiUiexldan,  John.    Mentioned 100 

Shiloh,  N.  C.    Operations  at  and  about. 

Sept.  17, 1862.    Beportof  EnosC.  Sanders 13 

Sept  20, 1862.    Report  of  William  B.  Avery 14 

Shingler,  W.  P. 

Correspondence  with  Qnstayns  W.  Smith 742 

Mentioned 793,920 

Shinglenr,  James  A.    Mentioned 333 

Shnmaker,  L.  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Carroll,  Gray 329 

French,  Samuel  O 328,991,1000 

Stribling,  R.  M 328 

Mentioned 324,325,327,336,338 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Hnger,  Va.,  April  19, 1863 331 

Shnrtleft  William  S. 

Mentioned 577,736 

Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsborougb,  N.  C,  Dec.  11-20, 1862 86 

81sel,rranB.    Mentioned 751,818,819,864,1 
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—  CUkas,  J.  H. 

—  Mentioned 45 

BepoEt  of  reconnaiMMioee  to  the  Blaokwater,  V».,  Dec.  8-12, 180S 43 

'  8ller,  D.  W.    Correspondenoe  with  Qoyernor  of  North  Carolina 778 

Bimnia,  John  M.    Mentioned 60 

Simona,  E.  R.    Mentioned lOSO 

-a    Bimonton,  Charlea  H.    Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 806 

CUmpaon,  John  O.    Mentioned 277,989,575,736 

Blmpaon,  Thomaa.    Mentioned 221 

Sinclair,  JeiFeraon.    Mentioned 570 

—  Singeltaxy,  Thomaa  C.    Mentioned 955,966 

Biaaon,  Henzy  T.    Mentioned 215,216,222,577,612,737 

Blaght;  Jamea  C. 

Correspondence  with  W.  W.  Tnttle 687 

Mentioned 512,526 

Blaten,  C.  W.    Mentioned 190 

Slavea. 

Action  tonching.    CommnnicationB  ftom 

Dix,  JohnA 391,461,464.501 

Viele,  Eghert  L 502 

War  Department,  U.  8 305 

See  also  Fotttr  to  Frenehf  p.  497 ;  8tanlp  to  Fnter,  p.  498 ;  French  to  Foetetf 
p.  505;  Pool  to  Vatice,  p.  745. 
Also  Befugen,  Freedmom  and  Abandoned  Lamd», 
Employment  of,  as  lahorers.    Communications  from 

Dix,  JohnA 480,726,739 

French,  SamnelG 742 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 887,896 

Bee  also  Halloek  to  F^ter,  p.  659;  WallU  to  Moffiman,  p.  674;  Melton  to 
French,  p.  757 ;  Qilmer  to  Gtryfin,  pp.  758, 763 ;  QUmer  to  Melton,  p. 
761 ;  Bamea  to  Smith,  p.  779;  French  to  Randolph,  p.  742;  SmOh  to 
Lee,  p.  786;  Whiting  to  mil,  pp.  904, 1076 ;  Martin  to  HUl,  p.  1089. 
Insorrection  of  (proposed).    Communications  from 

Davis,  Jefferson 10T7 

Lee,  RohertE 1072 

Montgomery,  Augustus  8 1068 

North  Csrolina,  Governor  of 1067 

BUoer,  Qoorge  R.    Mentioned 398 

Bloonm,  Henzy  W.    Mentioned 819 

Small,  Nathaniel  "W.    Mentioned 1003 

Bmlth  Biigga,  Steamer.    Mentioned 268, 

276. 277, 280, 610, 613, 616, 620, 636, 654, 674, 607 

Bmith,  Cbandiar.    Mentioned 44 

Smith,  E.  Kirby.    Mentioned 856,872,1084,1080 

Bmith,  F.  "W.    Mentioned 807,860 

Smith,  Qaorge  (Lieutenant).    Mentioned 150 

Bmith,  Oaorge  (Scout).    Mentioned 1022,1023 

Smith,  Gnatavna  W. 

Assignments  to  command 742,748 

Conespondenee  with 

Beauregard,  G.  T 806,813,825,833,836 

Ebsey,  Arnold 800,802 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 756,761 

Fkanch,  Samuel  G 743,747-749.751,755,757,762, 

766, 770, 777-779, 781, 788, 7»,  793, 803, 811, 816, 824,  840, 841, 854,  870-872 
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Bmitfa,  Gustavus  W.— Continued. 
Correspondence  with 

Jones,  John  R 751 

Lee,  Robert  £ 768,771,784,786,803,818,1 

North  Carolina,  Qovemor  of 749,i 

Pryor,  Roger  A 815 

Shingler,  W.  P *..      742 

War  Department,  C.  8 471,742,776,782, 

792, 799, 801, 805, 808, 832, 836, 838, 844, 845, 847, 850, 854,  QSiS,  870,  871, 878 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 773,780,783,786,789,791, 

794, 802-806, 808, 816, 830, 833, 837, 838, 844, 850, 855, 857,  858, 864,  867, 869 

Wise,  Henry  A 795 

For  correspondence  as  Actg.  Sec.  of  War,  see  War  Depttrtment,  C.  8, 

Mentioned 107, 

113, 117, 462, 557, 558. 742, 748, 751, 756, 759, 761, 763, 764,  768. 773, 776, 777, 
793, 798, 802, 805-807, 810-812, 814-816, 820, 823-825, 827-829,  833, 834, 830, 
844, 845, 848, 850-853, 856, 860^62,  868, 872,  895, 896, 900, 906, 906, 913, 928 
Reports  of  operations,  Deo.  13-ld,  1862,  during  expedition  to  Ooldshorongh, 

N.  C 106-109 

Staff.    Announcements  of 742 

Smith,  James  O.    Mentioned 91 

Smith,  JohnF.    Mentioned 280 

Smith,  Lewia  W.    Mentioned 576,734,1094 

Smith,  M.B.    Mentioned 44 

Smith,  M.T.    Mentioned 338-340 

Smith,  "William  (Mr.).    Mentioned 256 

Smith,  William  (Corporal).    Mentioned 10 

Smith,  W.  H.    Mentioned 764-768 

Smith,  William  F. 

Itinerary  of  9th  Corps.    Transfer  to  Newport  News,  Ya.,  Feb.  6-28, 1863. .        149 

Mentioned 149,536-539,541,546.551,564,565,876,906,922 

Smith'a  Plantation,  Ware  River,  Va.    Expedition  to,  April  1,  1863.    See 
Tarkiowm,  Va.    Expfditionfnm,  April  1, 1863. 

Smoot;  D.  L.    Mentioned 331-333 

Smyth, 'Wmiam.    Mentioned 360 

Soelling,  F.  O.    Mentioned 512 

Snipes,  T.  B.    Mentioned 170 

Soederqnist,  Oscar.    Mentioned 280 

Gkm&erton  Road,  Va.    Skirmish  on  the,  April  13,  1863.    See  April  11-May  4, 
1863.    Siege  of  Sf^f  oik,  Va,    BeporU  of 

Corcoran,  Michael.  Foster,  Robert  B.  Peek,  John  J» 

Sorrel,  O.  Moadey.    Mentioned 896,947,907 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjutant-General,  see  Jamee  Lamg»treeL 
South  Atlantio  Coaat.    Affairs  on,  generally.    Commnnieations  from  John 

G.  Foster 538 

South  Carolina. 

Operations  in.    Commnnieations  from  G.  T.  Beanregard 1007, 1021 

BO'enforcements  for.    Commnnieations  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Offlce,  C.  S.  A 873 

Beanregard,  G.  T 881 

Longstreet,  James 979,961 

Smith,  Gnstavos  W 871 

War  Department,  C.  S 867,871,977,979,980,983,1058,1059 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 871,872,980,982,1058 

See  also  Notes,  pp.  871,  875;  Lonff9tre$t  to  Seddon,  p.  996. 
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8011II1  CaioUiui  Troops.    Mentknied. 

ArtiUeiy,  Ligbt-tfaMs/raiit .-  Palmetto  (BaUarim),  B,  O,  806.    Bati9if99  : 

Chesterfield,  142, 145, 3S4, 338,  333, 1066 ;  Oennan,  917,  996 ;  Macbeth, 

113.115,917;  Palmetto,  2d,  917,995;  Preston's,*  891,  866;  IUiett's[?], 

74. 

Infimtry— tfaMi//mfs ;  7th,  866.    R9gim§tif9 :  1st,  5th,  6th,  564 ;  16th,  866 ; 

ITth,  113;  22d,  71,79,113;  23d,  113;  24th,  809,  881,833,866;  25th,  74, 

866 ;  Palmetto  Sharpshooters,  564. 

Miacellsneoua— Hampton  Legion,  940;  Holoombe  Xieglon,  113,  751,759, 

764, 7D3, 796, 798, 980, 975, 994, 100& 

Ckmth  Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Florida.    Department  of.    (Conibdeimte.) 

CliDgmsD,  T.  L.,  relieved  from  daty  in 1034 

Orders,  Speoial,  series  1863:  No.  95, 1034. 

South,  Department  of  the.    (Union.) 

Orders,  Speoial,  series  1863:  No.  190,  608. 

Be-enforoements  for.    Communieations  from 

Diz,  JohnA 688,630,586 

Foster,  John  O 518,514,516,580,688,584,530,533 

See  also  Dte  I0  HdUMk,  p.  589. 

Viele,  Egbert  L.,  assigned  to  duty  in  the 667 

Bootheastem  Vlrg^iia.    Operations  in,  Ang.  80, 1868-June  3, 1863.   Gommnni> 

oations  from 

A4)ntant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  S.  A 864 

Cansey,  C.  H 978,993, 1096,1066,1068 

Dnke,B.  T.W 898 

Elsey,  Arnold 963 

Frenoh,  SamnelO 948 

Lee,  Robert  £ 876,880,888,883,898,981,987,946,949,954,1084 

Longstreet»  James 896,903,983-986,946,948,960,958-960,1057,1061 

Pryor,  Bo|^A 877,879,888,889,896 

Tabb,  W.  B 886 

War  Department^  C.  8 877, 8«9, 888, 886,889, 987 

Wise,  Henry  A 808 

See  also 

Boitem  Shore, 

Blomeetier  Psainsals. 

JisHMf  Biv0r, 

Pamunkeif  Penimeula, 

PmiiMMZa,  The. 

Sonthem  Virginia,  Department  of.t    (Confederate.) 

Confederate  troops  in,  organfsation,  strength,  etc. 

April  10,1863 978 

May  10,1863 1056 

May  20, 1863 1067 

Constituted,  and  limito  defined 963 

French,  Samnel  G. 

Assigned  to  command  of 963 

Belieyed  from  command  of 1077 

Merged  into  Department  of  North  Carolina 1077 

Orders,  Genera],  series  1863:  No.  4, 1038. 

Orders,  Speoial,  series  1863 :  Noa.  3, 7, 387. 

Sonthfield,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 46-48,883,830,843,869,448,613 

•Company  A,  Ut  Hmtj  Artillery.  t  FonnsUy  oonstltiite^.  Aptll  1,  IM, 

76  B  B— VOL  XVIU 
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South  Quay  Bridge,  Va.   Skirmiah  at,  May  1 ,  1863.    See  rtport  of  Pmikt  p.  274 ; 

'« Bseord  of  KvonUy*'  p.  371 ;  Itinerarg,  p.  296. 
South  Quay  Road,  Va.   Skirmiah  on,  April  1 1, 1863.    See  roport  of  Poeik,  p.  S74. 
Sonthweat  Creek,  N.  C.    Skirmiahee  at,  Dec.  13-14, 1862.    See  Dec  11-80, 

1862.    Expedition  to  Ooldthorough,  K.  C.    RepariB  of 

Gole,  George  W.  Heokaaa,  Chsrlee  A.  Smith,  Onstems  V. 

Xvana,  ITethan  G.  HoveU,  JoehoB  B.  Weeeells,  Heniy  W. 

Foster,  John  G.  Ledlie,  James  H.  Zabriakie,  ▲biam. 

Spauldlng,  S.  R.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 504,630,631,705,706 

Spear,  Samuel  P. 

Mentioned 16-18.20,35-37,40, 

43,  132-134, 137-139, 199,  277-279, 289, 293, 300, 401, 414, 416, 453, 470, 474, 
483-485, 507, 509, 510, 513, 550, 551, 553, 560, 563, 576, 653, 710, 735, 941, 1094 
Reports  of 

Blackwater,  Va.    Expedition  toward  the,  Jan.  8-10, 1863 125 

Deserted  Honae,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 140 

Franklin,  Va.    Skirmiah  near,  March  17,  1863 200 

Spenoe,  Alexander.    Mentioned 568 

Spencer,  John  A.    Mentioned 134,139 

Spinka,  Jaokaon  C.    Mentioned 44 

Splnola,  Franda  B. 

Aaaignmenta  to  command 733 

Correapondence  with 

Foster,  John  O 668,733 

Palmer,  Innia  N 246,251 

Weaaella,  Henry  W 258,253 

Itinerary  of  lat  Brigade,  5th  Diviaion,  18th  Army  Corpa,  siege  of  Waahing- 

ton,  N.  C,  March  31-April  21, 1863 254 

Mentioned 123,167,172,173,176,216^ 

219, 224, 228, 229, 233-235, 237, 254, 468, 485, 486, 488, 491, 494, 496, 497, 499, 
505,  548,  578,  584,  589,  590,  594,  599,  617,  622, 646, 669, 679, 737, 1023, 1054 
Beportaof 

Blonnt'a  Creek,  N.  C.    Action  at,  April  9,1863 246 

Swift  Creek  Village,  K.  C.    Expeditiona  to,  April  13-21, 1863 246, 258 

Washington,  N.  C.    Operationa  daring  siege  of. 

April  1-4, 1863 240 

April  8-9,  1863 844,247 

Spittle,  William.    Mentioned 321,389 

Sprague,  Auguatua  B.  R. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 660 

Mentioned 170,172,468,500,577,736 

Reports  of 

Qoldaboroogh,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Deo.  11-20, 1862 81 

New  Berne,  N.  C. 

Expedition  from,  March  6-10, 1863 176 

Beconnaiaaance  from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863 129 

Sprague,  William.    Mentioned 461 

Sprinkle..  Hugh.    Mentioned 880 

S.  R.  Spaulding,  Steamer.    Mentioned 604,630,631,705,706 

Stackpole,  J.  L.    Mentioned 512 

Stacy,  Joahua  T.    Mentioned 562 

Stager,  Anaon.    Correapondence  with  John  A.  Dix.... 483 

Stahl,  William  H.    Mentioned 736 

Stanly,  Bd. 

Correapondence  with  John  G.  Foater 182,496,585 

Mentioned 157,449,497,498,505,506,826,905,986 
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8tmtoii^  Bdwin  IC    Montioiied..... ..•••...••••••.........•.•••••  ••-•••  8M«805^ 

401, 408, 407, 410, 414,  417-490, 490, 433, 436, 438, 440, 444, 446, 448, 
460-454, 409, 473, 480,  608, 6Sl,  570, 587, 660, 661, 660, 711, 718»  731 
Foroorrespondence,  eto.,  see  TTor  DepartmrnUj  U.  8, 

8tark,  A.  W.    Mentioned , 920 

Stair,  J.  B.    MentioniBd 190,121,866,971 

State  of  Haine,  Steamer.    Mentioned 387 

Stadman,  GMflIn  A.,  Jr. 

Mentioned 313,576,735 

Reports  of 

ProTidenoe  dmreh  Road,  Ta.    Reoonnaiasance  on  the.  May  3, 1863 ....      315 

Soifolk,  Ta.    Operations  daring  siege  of,  April  11-30, 1863 316 

Stopping  Btonaa,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 871, 

276, 304, 306, 314, 317, 610, 661, 666, 697, 702 
Steppliig  Btonaa,  U.  B.  B.,  Comdg.  Offlcer.    Correspondence  with  8.  P.  Lee.      610 

Stetson,  Ablaha.    Mentioned 148,206 

Stetsel,  George.    Mentioned 18,123,140,668 

Stenart,  Gtoorge  H. 

Assignments  to  command 1070 

Mentioned 1070 

Stevena,  Lientenant.    Mentioned 966 

Bterena,  Aaron  F.    Mentioned 307,312,316,675,735 

Bterena,  Clement  H.    Mentioned 801,821,888,857,806 

Btevena,  Hasard.    Mentioned 276,308,313 

Stevena,  Walter  B. 

Conespondence  with  Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 884 

Mentioned 100,110,809,865,1009 

Report  of  operations.  Dee.  16-17, 1862,  expedition  to  Goldsborongh,  N.  C.      110 

Stevenaon,  Captain.    Mentioned 364 

Btevenaon,  John  B.    Mentioned 735 

Btevenaon,  R.  H.    Mentioned 83 

BteTenaon,  Thomaa  O. 

Mentioned 21,22,64,56,86,378,402,411,468,600,548.699,679,700 

Reports  of 

Goldsborongh,  K.  C.    Expedition  to,  Deo.  11-20, 1868 82 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  from,  Nov.  1-12, 1862 22 

Stewart,  Andrew.    Mentioned 97,104 

Stewart,  Charlea  H.    Mentioned 678 

Stewart,  Charlea  B.    Mentioned 280,707,718,720 

Stewart,  James,  jr.    Mentioned 95 

Stirling,  Charlea  R.    Mentioned 280 

Stone,  Surgeon.    Mentioned 424 

Stone,  Henry  M.    Mentioned 66,173.246,262,601 

Stone.  J.  M.    Mentioned 802 

Stoneman,  George.    Mentioned 701,706,706,1018,1024,1029,1068 

Stoneman'a  Raid.    April  29-May  7, 1863.    Commnnioations  from 

Dix,  JohnA.. 684,689,702,730 

Hooker,  Joseph 683,721,730,732 

Keyes,  Erasmos  D 687,689,701,730 

Kilpatrick,  Jadson 707,710,721 

King,  Rnfus 706,708 

Longstreet,  James 1046,1051 

Peck,  John  J 684 

Ptottigrew,  J.  J ,. 1044 
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Stonmnan's  Raid.    April  2^Biay7, 1863— Oontinoed.    Commanioatioiis  ftom 

War  Department,  C.  S 1039 

War  Department,  U.  8 708 

See  also 

May       3, 1863.  Ashland  and  Hamoper  Statian,  Fa,    SJdrmithm  oL 

4-  5, 1863.  Hungarjf    Station^   TututalPs    Station,  Hanavertawn 

Ferrif,  and  Jgtete»f  Fa.    ShirmUhes  at 
Also  Dix  to  MalUok,  p.  704 ;  LongiUreet  to  Hill,  p.  1047. 

Also  Note,  p.  1036. 

Ctoiar,  Jacob  J.    Mentioned 316,390 

Stratton,  Franklin  A. 
Conespondenoe  with 

Diz,  John  A 689 

Peck,  John  J 693 

Roberts,  W.  Deweee 693 

Yiele,  Egbert  L 356 

Mentioned 36, 37, 196, 199, 200, 202,  »03. 371,876, 277, 280, 285, 356. 358, 

624, 528, 530, 539, 542, 626, 639,  644,  650,  6(^,  654, 657, 658, 663, 689, 699, 722 
Stribling,  Robert  Bff. 

Correspondence  with  L.  M.  Shnmaker 328 

Mentioned 325,326,328,331-335,989 

Beport  of  captare  of  Battery  Hnger,  Va.,  April  19,  1863 336 

Btringham,  8.  H.    Mentioned 437 

Strong,  Lieutenant.    Mentioned 7 

Btrong,  Ed^Tard  N.    Mentioned 512 

Strong,  Jamea  B.    Mentioned 512 

Strong,  R.  P.    Mentioned 273,274,280 

Stronp,  PriTate.    Mentioned 19 

Stuart,  J.  E.  B.    Mentioned 39, 

341, 520, 815, 817, 818, 936, 996, 1018, 1024, 1029, 1048, 1071 
Stndley,  John  Bff. 

Correspondence  with  John  G.  Foster 564 

Mentioned 129,560 

Stnrdivant,  N.  A.    Mentioned 750,788 

Sturgia,  Rnaaell,  Jr.    Mentioned 349,350 

Sturgia,  fihunuel  D.    Mentioned 662-565 

BnbalBtence  Department,  C.  S.  A.    Correspondence  with 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 764,769 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 940 

Snbaiatenoe  Stores.    Supplies  of    See  MmnUion$  of  War, 
Buifolk,  Va. 

Engagement  near,  Jan.  30, 1863.    See  DeMerted  ffouset  Fa, 
Evacuation  of,  by  Union  forces,  July  3,  1863.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 718,717,718 

Barnard,  John  Q 712 

Cullom,  George  W 712 

Dix,  John  A 711,718 

Totten,  J.  G 712 

Expedition  from,  Sept.  2-3, 1862.    Beport  of  John  A.  Dix 4 

Operations  about,  Nov.  12-14,  1862.    Report  of  John  J.  Peck 31 

Beconnaissance  from,  March  7-9,  1863. 
Communications  from 

Dix,  John  A 656 

Peck,  John  J  565 

Beport  of  Charles  C.  Dodge 179 
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0iiflbl^  ▼a.— Contliiiied. 

Siege  of,  April  ll-M«y  4, 1883. 

Casualties.    Betnmsof.    Union  troops 986-888 

Commonieations  from 

Atmy  Headquarters 696,882 

Baylor,  T.  G 864,672 

Davis,  Jefferson 976,1009 

Dayis,  Joseph  B 993 

Diz,  JohnA 286, 

603, 608, 610, 611,  813-616, 619,  621, 825, 828, 628, 830, 632, 633, 836-e37, 639, 
642, 645, 663. 855, 867-869, 863, 664, 667, 671, 882, 88&-e89. 891, 892, 701 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 330,977,1008 

Franoh,  Samnel  O 991, 

993, 996, 1000, 1010, 1016, 1018, 1018, 1026, 1033, 1038, 1042, 1043 

Hood,  J.  B 1048 

Hooker,  Joseph 808,879,883,884,891,892 

Jenkins,  M 983 

Johnson,  A.  B 884 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 696-699,601,808,804 

Lamson,  B.  H 848 

Lee,JohnC  810 

Lee,Bobert£ 908,968,974,998,1009 

Lee,  8.  P 611,615,616,618,621,834,835,839,842-644,661,680,894,702 

lA>ngstreet,  James 910,944, 

968,  959,  982, 963, 968, 989, 973, 977, 988-990, 998-^99, 1001-1004, 1009, 
1010,  1014-1016,  1020.  1021,  1025,  1028,  1031,  1033,  1037-1042,  1044 

Minigan,  J.  F 1008 

Myers,  Charles  D 997 

Kavy  Department,  C.  S 976 

Peek,  John  J 697, 

699,  600,  803,  805-807,  810,  614-817,  619,  620,  825-828,  832-836,  837,  839, 
641, 844, 650, 653-656, 868, 663,  664, 687, 872,  883-885, 887, 889, 890,  892, 899 

Piokett,  GeorgeE 987 

Stratton,  Franklin  A 889 

VanBoren,  D.T 699 

War  Department,  C.  8 987,976,977,998 

See  also  Kejfet  to  HalUek,  p.  804 ;  Dix  to  Foster ,  p.  887 ;  Long$tre$t  to  Lee, 
p.  942;  Zee  to  LongBtreet^  p.  942;  LongBtreet  to  HUl,  p.  964. 

Congratulatory  orders.    (Dix) 270 

Co-operation  of 

Navy,  C.  S.,  with  Army 907, 

910, 944, 950, 969, 987, 988, 974, 976, 977, 996-999, 1008, 1009 

Navy,  U.S.,  withArmy 26H-271,27&- 

280, 303-307, 309-311, 317-339, 580, 597, 800, 803, 607, 610, 811, 815-621, 825, 
828,  834-837,  839,  849-^145,850,651,880-883,672,885,686,894,696,702-704 

Extracts  from 

Philadelphia  Inquirer 282 

Richmond  Examiner 284 

Richmond  Sentinel 833 

Itineraries  of 

Murphy's  hrigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps,  April  9-May  3, 1883 296 

'QDrry's  hrigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps  April  11-30,  1863 292 

Wardrop's  Reserve  Brigade,  April  24-May  1,  1863 298 

*'  Record  of  Events.''    Department  of  Virginia 271 
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Soflbilk,  ▼a.-«<7oiitiniied. 

Siege  of,  April  11-lIay  4, 1863L 
Beporteof 

Corcoran,  Michael • •• 288, 

Crosby,  Hiram  B.,  May  3,1863 SSI 

Davis,  Charles  L S72 

Diz,  JohnA 968,969 

Dodge,  Charles  C 999 

Dntton,  Arthar  H 316 

Fairchild,  Harrison  8 306 

Foster,  Roberts 293 

French,  Sam ael  G 329 

Getty,  George  W 301 

Gordon,  George  H.,  May  1^,  1863 393 

Harland,  Edward 319 

Lamson,  R.  H 669 

MoConiho,  John,  April  17-May  4, 1863 286 

MoEvily.  William 296 

Pease,  William  R.,  April  19-May  4, 1863 309-311 

Peck,  John  J 274,981,284 

Stedman,  Griffin  A.,  Jr.,  April  11-30, 1863 315 

See  also 

April  15, 1863.  EdenUm  Road     SMrmUh  on  ike. 
19,  1863.  Battery  Huger     Capture  of. 
23, 1863.  Chuekatuok,    Affair  at. 
24,  1863.  Sdemton  Road.    SkbrmUk  on  the. 
May      3,  1863.  Providenoe  Churoh  Road.    Boeonnaieeanee  on  Osl 
Skirmish  near,  Dec.  28, 1862. 

Commnnications  from  John  A.  Dix 496 

Report  of  Orris  S.  Ferry 123 

Third  Diyision,  Ninth  Army  Corps^  transferred  to 3, 558, 569 

SuUivan,  Captain.    Mentioned 280 

Bnydam,  C.  C.    Mentioned 360,361 

For  correspondence  as  Assistant  Adjntant-General,  see  Braemne  D.  Kojfee. 

Swan,  Steamer.    Mentioned 277,305,669 

Swan  Quarter,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  Maroh  1-6, 1863.    Report  of  Colin  Richardson 157 

Skirmish  near,  Maroh  4,  1863.    See  Swan  Qwarter,  2f,  C.    JSs^^edUion  to, 
March  1-6, 1863 
Bwanaboioiish,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Maroh  9, 1663.    See  2iew  Berne,  N.  C. 
Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863. 

Bweeny,  Ttdbot.    Mentioned 629,995 

Swift  Creek  Village.  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  April  13-91,  18G3. 

Commnnications  £rom  Henry  W.  Weesells 252,953 

Report  of  Francis  B.  Spinola 946,259 

See  also  Itinerary  Ut  Brigade,  &ih  Diffieion,  I8th  Army  Corpe,  p.  254. 

Swindell,  Ed^rard  8.    Mentioned 988 

Sylvan  Shore,  Steamer.    Mentioned 940,241 

Tabb,  'William  B. 

Correspondence  with  Henry  A.  Wise 886 

Mentioned 152,153,206,207,877,920.976,994 

Reports  of 

Olive  Branch  Church,  Ya.    Skirmish  at,  Feb.  7,  18G3 215 

Williamsburg,  Ya.    Skirmish  at,  March  29, 1863 907 
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Tallalbno,  V.  R.    Mentioned 142,179 

Tallmadge,  Gxier.    Mentioned 480 

Tamblyn,  W.    Mentioned Sr3-S75,S80 

TanfliU,  Robert.    Mentioned 922 

Tappan,  Lewis  "W^jr,    Mentioned 349 

Tatnm,  Oeorge  M.    Mentioned •••      196 

Taylor,  Alexander  'W. 

Mentioned 96 

Report  of  engagement  at  Kinstou,  N.  C,  Dec.  14,1862 103 

Taylor,  David  A. 

Mentioned 168,185 

Reportaof 

Anderson,  Fort,  N.  C.    Attack  on,  March  14, 1863 184 

Goldsborongh,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Dec.  11-20, 1802 61 

New  Berne,  N.  C.    Expedition  from,  March  6-10,  1863 170 

Washington,  N.  C.    Siege  of,  and  pnrsnit  of  Confederate  forces,  March 

30-Apra  20,1863 217 

Taylor,  D.  L.    Mentioned 612 

Taylor,  O.  F.    Mentioned 799,800 

Taylor,  Joaeph  P.    Mentioned 492 

Taylor,  Rowley  P.    Mentioned 135 

Taylor,  ^7.  H.    For  correspondence  as  Aset.  Adj.  Gen.,  see  Soheri  E,  Lee, 

Teaser,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 626 

Terrell,  L.  R.    Mentioned 338,339 

Terry,  Henry  D. 

Assignments  to  command 494 

Itinerary  of  1st  Brigade,  1st  Division,  7th  Corps.    Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va., 

April  11-^,1863 292 

Mentioned 272, 

273. 276, 277, 279, 286, 299, 312, 494, 676, 690, 592, 693, 676, 677, 734, 1093 
Tevla,  Charles  CarrolL 

Mentioned 261,343 

Report  of  reconnaissance  to  vicinity  of  Hickory  Forks,  Va.,  April  12, 1863.      341 

Tew,  Charles  F.    Mentioned 26,27,29,30 

Tew.  George  "W,    Mentioned 216,468,600 

Thayer,A.M.    Mentioned 273-276,280,307 

Thomas  A.  Morgan,  Steamer.    Mentioned 644,646,692 

Thomas  Colyer,  Steamer.    Mentioned 240,241,618,640,646 

Thomas,  Charles  W.    Mentioned 444,448,490,611,641,689,738,739 

Thomas,  Oeorge  ^7.    Mentioned 64 

Thomas,  Lorenao.    Mentioned 368,473,716,717 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  AdfuttmUQeneraVe  Office,  U,  8.  A, 

ThomaS)  "W.  H.    Mentioned 811 

Thompaon,  Mr.    Mentioned 726 

Thompson,  Oeorge  8.    Mentioned 100 

Thompson,  Zaewls.    Mentioned 746,747 

Thompson,  'W.  B.    Mentioned 768,769 

Thompson's  Bridge,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  Dec.  17,  1862.    Report  of  Jeptha 

Oarrard 69 

See  also  Dec.  11-20, 1862.  EaepedMon  to  Goldebar&mgk,  N.  C,    ReparU  of 
Fotter,  John  O.  Ledlte,  Jmmm  H.  Smith,  OnstaTxu  W, 

Thorbom,  C.  B.    Mentioned 866 

Thoxp,  Thomas  J.    Mentioned 132,134,137,139,280 

Thmpp^  Arthur  T.    Mentioned 738 
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Timothy,  ComoUns.    Mentioned « 1116 

Titns,  Samuel  N.    Mentioned 356,358,722 

ToUafl^  Samual.    Mentioned 575 

Tomlin,  Robert.    Mentioned 261 

TompUnfl, 'William  D.    Mentioned 340 

Toner,  John  J.    Mentioned 261,341 

ToomlM,  Robert.    Mentioned 915,917 

Torpedoes.    Use  of,  m  means  of  warfare.    Commnnioations  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8.  A 743 

Rains,  G.  J 1089 

War  Department,  C.  8 108S 

See  also  WhiHfn^  lo  HiUf  p.  1082. 
Tbtten,  Joaeph  Q. 

Correspondence  with  Army  Headqnarters 712 

Mentioned 712,829 

For  oorreepondenoe,  etc.,  see  Engimeer  D^portneal,  27.  8,  A» 

Townley,  Jonathan.    Mentioned 95 

Towns,  Randolph.    Mentioned 963,1059,1060 

Townsend,  Robert.    Mentioned €8B 

Traoey,  John,  jr.    Mentioned .••... • 134,138 

Trade  and  Interoonrae. 
Communications  from 

A^Jntant-General's  Office,  U.  8.  A 580 

Army  Headqnarters 392 

Bnsteed,  Richard 204 

Dix,  JobnA 205,456,523,531,535 

Jones,  J.  Richter 529 

Lee,8.  P £22,523,535 

Lincoln,  Abraham 572 

Peck,  John  J 639 

Prince,  Henry 682 

8henk,  R.  W 429 

8mith,GnstavasW 777 

Treasury  Department,  U.  8 429 

War  Department,  C.  8 951 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 938-^40 

See  also  Peek  to  Dix,  p.  540;  Dix  to  Peok,  p.  541.   Also  Bloekado. 

Orders  of  War  Department,  U.  8 580 

Proclamation  of  Abraham  Lincoln » 572 

Transportation.    (Railroad  and  Water.)    Commnnioationa  from 

Army  Headqnarters 490,619,620 

Beanregaid,  G.  T 813 

Dix,  John  A 465,487,490,492,502,504,511,619 

EniEineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 885,952 

Perry,  O.  8 487 

Foster,  John  G 516,533,541 

Harrie,  Lewis  £ 951 

Keyes,  Erasmus D 591.692 

Nftglce,  Henry  M 501 

Nayy  Department,  C.  8 875 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 779,912 

PettiRrew,  J.  J 744 

Wadley,  W.  M 874 

War  Department,  C.  8 813,873 
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(Rftilroad  and  Water)^CoutiDued. 
See  also 

May  IIIHK,  1863.  Seaboard  and  Boanoke  B,  S,    OperaHon$  on  iks, 

1&-S8, 19BSS,  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  S.  B.    Operatione  on  the, 
Abo  PalM«r  to  JbalM*,  p.  584 ;  WhiUmg  to  Smith,  p.  760 ;  Bmitk  to  8ed- 
don,  p.  858;  Longetreet  to  BUI,  p.  902. 

TraadweU,  C.  H.    Mentioned S74 

Treasury  Department;  U.  8.    Correepondence  with 

Dix,  JohaA 388,445,450,451 

Shenk,  B.  W 429 

War  Department,  U.  8 429 

Trenton,  N.  C. 

£xpeditipn  to,  Maroh  6-7,  1863.    See  New  Berne,  N,  C,    Expedition  from, 

MoTok  6-10,  1863. 
Beoonnaiaaance  to,  Jan.  18,  1863.    See  Nem  Borne,  N  C    BooownoUeomoe 
from,  Jan.  17-21,  1863. 
Trent  Road,  N.  C.    Beeonnaiasanoe  on  the,  Jan.  27-28, 1863.    Beport  of  J. 

Blohter  Jones 181 

Trigg,  Robert  C.    Mentioned 142;  145,  807 

Ttowtnidge,  James  L.    Mentioned 321,322 

Troacel,  XOiaa  8.    Mentioned 188^224,242 

Tucker,  Captain.    Mentioned 424 

Tnoker,  John.    Mentioned 409 

I\>r  correepondenoe;  etc.,  see  War  Department,  U.  8. 
TonstaU's  8tation,  Va.    Skirminh  at.  May  4,  1863.    See  Kegee  to  Dix,  p.  701. 
Tattle,  W.  "W. 

Corrsspondenoe  with  James  C.  Slaght 607 

Mentioned 526 

Statement  of 626 

Tyler,  Oeorge  O.    Mentioned 80 

Tyndale,  Hector. 

Assignments  to  command 740 

Mentioned 740 

Tyaon,  Joeiah.    Mentioned 170 

Uncle  Ben,  Steamer.    Mentioned 416 

Underwriter,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 602 

Union  Troops. 

Casualties.    Betnms  of. 

Deserted  House,  Va.    Engagement  at,  Jan.  30,  1863 135 

Qoldsborougb,  N.  C.    Expedition  to,  Deo.  11-20,  1862 00 

Kinston,  N.  C.    Demonstration  upon,  May  20-23,  1863 363 

Suffolk,  Va.    Siege  of,  April  Il-May4,  1863 286^888 

Washington,  N.  C.    Siege  of,  etc.,  March  30-April  16, 1863 217 

Mentioned.    (Begulars.) 

ArtiUery,  lAg\i\r-Rogmont9 :  let  (Batteriee),  C,  469,  471,  472,  501,  549, 
578, 679, 737 ;  4th  ( BatteriM),  D,  17, 181 20, 13S;  135, 136^  139, 288, 295, 377, 
468, 483,  487, 576,  677,  735,  1094 ;  L,  35,  37, 125,  288,  305,  306,  313,  3n, 
468, 483,  487, 576,  677,  735,  1094 ;  5th  {Batteriee),  A,  287,  303,  305,  318, 
570, 575, 676,  735 ;  5th  {Batteriee),  M,  487,  576,  677,  734,  1094. 
For  Volunteers,  see  respective  States. 
Organieation,  strength,  etc. 

North  Carolina,  Department  of 378, 

411, 468, 469, 500, 501, 533, 547-549, 576-578, 678, 679, 736-738 

Virginia,  Department  of 376,377,384,385,396,411, 

467,468,486,487,497,499,  532,  546,  574-576,  675-677,  733-736,  1093,  1094 
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Unioa  Tkoops — Continaed. 

Recmitment,  organization,  eto.    CommonioationB  from 

A(UntaDt-GenerarB  Oilioe,  U.  8.  A 492 

DiXy  JohnA 666,078 

Foster,  John  G 472 

Peek,  John  J 472,671 

WeasellB,  Henry  W 598 

See  alao  Colored  Troope, 

Upham,  Charles  Zi.    Mentioned 313,735 

Upahiir,  C.  Littlaton.    Mentioned 876 

Vaidan,  Judith.    Mentioned 799,801 

Vaidan,  Viotoria.    Mentioned 801 

Vallaa,  John  F.    Mentioned 293,310.317,576,734 

Valley  City,  U.  8.  8.    Mentioned 146,365,391 

Van  Alen,  Jamea  H. 

Aasignmente  to  command 427 

Mentioned 374,377,427 

Van  Bnren,  D.  T. 

Correapondence  with  John  A.  Dix 585 

Mentioned 542,543 

For  oorreepondenee  as  A.  A.  O.,  see  John  A,  Dix ;  also  ^ammf  D.  Kej/m, 

Vanoe,  Zebnlon  B.    Mentioned 107, 

441, 447, 457, 752. 753, 769, 777, 779, 782. 789. 792, 803, 819, 823, 832, 842, 854, 
855,  860,  861,  874,  880,  888,  896,  928,  935,  937,  1053, 1065, 1072, 1073, 1077 
For  oonespondenoe,  etc.,  see  North  Carolina^  Governor  of. 

Van  Henaen,  Stephen.    Mentioned 67 

Van  Neaa» 'WilUam  "W.    Mentioned 565 

Van  Wyok,  Charles  H.    Mentioned 738 

Vanshan,  ^7.  R.    Mentioned 341 

Vaughn,  Anguatna  D.    Mentioned 295 

Vaun,  Oeorge.    Mentioned 196 

Venable,  8.  "W.    Mentioned 874 

Vermont  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Infantry— ^e^/Vne/ite ;  9th,  272, 287, 299, 302-305, 317, 318, 359, 625, 677. 735. 
Veaaela.    See  Naval  VeueU. 

Vesin,H.  A.    Mentioned 130 

Viotoria,  U.S.  S.    Mentioned 423 

Viele,  Egbert  L. 

Assignments  to  command 667 

Correspondence  with 

Dix,  John  A 356,384,404,501,502,542.568,611.615 

Peck,  John  J 542,614,620,627,654,722 

8tratton,  Franklin  A 356 

Mentioned 275,279,356,376,377,384,393,404,405,406.409,411,412, 

417, 421, 423, 427. 467, 468, 474, 486, 494, 499, 519, 520, 523, 531, 532, 535, 542, 
546, 567, 568, 570, 574, 575, 580, 583, 595, 615, 626, 675, 6n,  712, 733, 735, 1098 

Virginia,  C.  S.  S.    (Merrimao, No.  1.)    Mentioned 385,416 

Virginia. 

Military  departments  embracing 748,953,1077 

Militia.    Commonications  from 

Virginia,  A^Jntant-Oeneral  of 835 

Virginia,  Oovemorof 834 

War  Department,  C.  8 887,840 

Operations  in,  Aag.  20, 1862-June  3,  1863.    See 

Northern  Virginia, 
Southeaatem  Virginia. 
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Virginia,  Adjvtant-Genend  of. 

Correspondence  with  Virginia,  Goyemorof •• 834 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863 :  Jan.  9,  83&. 
Virginia,  Department  ol    (Union.) 

Affairs  in,  generally.    Coimnonications  fltnn 

Army  Headqnarteis 482,570 

Dix,  JohnA 386,389,395,396,435,458,482,488,563,568,588,667 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 586,587,60il 

Lincoln,  A 458 

Holies,  John  A.,  appointed  <*  Provost  Jndge"  to  try  cases  in 503 

Bnsteed,  Richard,  assigned  to  dnty  in 482 

Dix,  John  A.,  resumes  command  of 609 

Gordon,  George  H.,  assigned  to  duty  in 659 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D.,  assumes  temporary  command  of 586 

Kansfield,  J.  K.  F.,  relieved  from  duty  in 387 

Newbonld,  Mr.,  expelled  from 545 

Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  Na  6, 503.    Corp§ :  7th,  No.  19, 12. 
Orders,  General,  series  1863 :  Corps :  7th,  No.  13, 543 ;  No.  32, 270.    ApcU 
6^586. 

Provisional  court  established.    Orders  of  John  A.  Dix 603 

'* Becord  of  Events"  during  siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  11-May  4, 1863....      271 
Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 388, 

389, 392, 393, 401 .  466, 534, 536, 606, 613, 619, 620, 624, 637, 660, 679 

Dix,  John  A 390,392,494,508,515,536,619,621,624-626,671 

Heintselman,  8.  P 606 

Terry,  Henry  D.,  assigned  to  duty  in 494 

Transfer  of  9th  Army  Corps  to 2, 149, 584, 536, 876, 8n,  879, 888. 889, 896 

Tyudale,  Hector,  assigned  to  duty  In 740 

Union  troops  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Aug.31, 18G2 376,377 

Sept.  5,  1862 384,385 

Sept.  20, 1862 396 

Sept.  30,  1862 411 

Nov.  30, 1862 467,468 

Deo.  20,  1862 486,487 

Deo.  30, 1862 497 

Deo.  31, 1862 499 

Jan.  31, 1863 532,1098,1094 

Peh.28, 1863 546 

March  27, 1863  (3d  Division,  9th  Army  Corps) 570 

March  31,  1863 574-576 

April  30, 1863 67&-677 

May  31,  1863 733-736 

Viele,  Eghert  L.,  relieved  frt>m  duty  in 567 

Wistar,  Isaac  J.,  assigned  to  duty  in 686 

Virginia,  Governor  of.    Correspondence  with 

Elzey,  Arnold 978 

Virginia,  Adjutant-General  of 834 

War  Department,  C.  8 827,834,977 

Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Department  of.*    (Confederate.) 
Affairs  in,  generally.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  GeneraVs  OfSce,  C.  8.  A 861,895,914 

Davis,  Jefferson 891 

*G«ographicftl  command  of  Hmith.  aftonrud  Longstreet 
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Virginia  and  North  Carolina,  Departmant  of.    (ConiMerate) — Contumed. 
A&in  iD,  generally.    CominanioationB  from 

French,  Samael  G 864 

HiU,  D.  H 890 

Lee,  EobertE 817-819,856,911 

LongBtreet,  James 930 

Smith,  GnstavoB  W 786,873 

War  Department^  C.  8 814,861,891 

Confederate  troopa  in.    Organization,  strength,  etc. 

Sept.  30,  18H2 750,751 

Oct.  80. 1862 759 

Oct.  31,  1862 764 

Nov.  30,  1862 788 

Deo.  10,  1862 793 

Jan.  31,  1863 865 

Feb.  20, 1863 886 

Feb.  28,  1863 900 

March  1,1863 901 

March  9, 1863 915 

March  10, 1863 916,917 

March  19,1863 9S9 

March  20,  186:1 930 

Constituted,  and  limits  defined 748 

French,  Samnel  G. 

Assigned  to  and  assumes  command 861.864 

Temporarily  assigned  to  command  of  artillery  serving  on  the  Blaok- 

water 986 

Orders,  Cironlars,  series  1862 :  Deo.  12,  794. 
Orders,  General,  series  1862 :  No.  15,  794. 

Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  April  14.988;  May  2,  1038;  May  4, 1045; 
No.  39,  909;  (Fronoh)  No.  2,  995. 

Longstreet,  James,  assigned  to  and  assumes  command  of 896,896 

Pickett,  George  £.,  assigned  to  duty  in 869 

Be-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Beauregard,  G.  T 813 

Clingman,  T.  L 852 

Davis,  Jeffenon 770,883,848 

French,  SamuelG 822. 

Lee,  BobertE 801,812,817-819, 

Smith,  Gustavus  W 768,838,847 

War  Department,  C.  8 801,810-812 

See  also  Smith  to  Xse,  p.  786;  Notes,  p.  871. 

Smith,  Gustavus  W.,  assigned  to  command  of 748 

Subdivisions  of.    See 

North  CarolinQt  Department  of. 
Siohmofid,  Department  of. 
Southern  Virginiaf  Department  of 
Virginia  Troopa.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  'R^nvy— Regiments :  4th,  920,  995. 

Artillery,  Light— Batta/ions :  12th,  1056. 1067.  Batfenn :  Alexandria,  331, 
333,  1001,  1069, 1076;  Armlatead'a,  920;  Blount's,  995;  Branoh'a,  917; 
Dabney'a,  787,  807,  997,  1076 ;  Fauquier,  279,  324,  325,  328,  329,  331-338, 
989, 995, 1001, 1004, 1009,  1014 ;  Frenoh'a,  920 ;  Hampden,  335, 995 ;  Mar- 
tin*a,  142,  145,  331 ;  Norfolk  Blues,  7&7 ;  Peterabnrg  Rooket,  17, 19, 
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Fkige. 
Virginia  Troops.    Mentioned— Continned. 

Artillery,  Ltlght-^Battories :  Petanbnrg  Rooket  (oontinned),  35,  36,  42; 

Richmond  Fayette,  334,  995 ;  Staonton  HIU,  866,  917;  StordiTant'a, 

900,  916,  917,  930,  978;  ^7rie;lit'8,  142,  145;  ^7yatt'8,  190,  191.    R9gU 

ments :  let,  *  900,  916,  917,  930,  978,  1067. 

CAsaATy—Batiafions :  27th,  142,  807 ;  32d, 795, 796, 800, 920, 975, 1006 ;  40th, 

.341, 1059,1070.    Companhs:  Barham's,  1038, 1039.    Reg/meniB:  5th,  341, 

1006 ;  9th,  342;  10th,  795,  920,  976, 1006,  1019 ;  13th,  751,  759,  764, 787, 

845 ;  15th,  749, 752, 759, 764, 787, 845. 

Jnfaaitrj^Bafiafions:  City,  684, 1059;  2d,  Looal  Defense (Q.  if.  I>q»«.),  1092; 

4th,  Ziocal  Defense  (Naval),  1092;  5th,  Local  Defense  (Arunal),lQ9il. 

Companhs:  Confederate  Gkoard,  900,  916,  917, 930 ;  Hargrove  Blnea,t 

900,  916,  917,  930,  978.    RegimentB :  1st,  929 ;  5th,  658 ;  8th,  215 ;  14th, 

340;  17th,  289;  26th,  920, 995;  29th,  341, 807, 900, 916, 917, 930;  32d,978, 

1067 ;  46th,  208, 342, 343, 892, 920, 1019 ;  50th,  142, 145, 519, 807 ;  54th,  142, 

145, 807 ;  57th.  929 ;  59th,  207, 208, 209, 920, 995, 1019 ;  61st,  751, 759, 764, 

787, 845 ;  63d,  142, 145, 807. 

mntiA— Regiments:  18th,  22d,  26th,  31st,  39th,  42d,  43d,  49th,  50th, 

53d,  63d,  64th,  66th,  69th,  73d,  83d,  84th,  96th,  98th,  101st,  110th, 

117th,  156th,  168th,  172d,  195th,  835. 

Voliva,  Thomas.    Mentioned 181 

Voorhees,  B.  F.    Mentioned 433 

Vorls,Alvln  C.    Mentioned 577,r38 

Vought,  Philip  Q.    Mentioned 737 

'Wadley,  ^7illiam  M. 

Correspondence  with  War  Department,  C.  8 874 

Mentioned 859,873 

^7adsworth,  James  8.    Mentioned 4U9 

Wageley,  Lonis.    Mentioned 96,30 

Wager,  Peter  H.    Mentioned 622,651,652,996 

"Waldron,  8.  ^7.,  jr.    For  correspondence  as  A.  A.  G.,  see  Henry  Prince. 

'Wale's  Head,  N.  C.    Destruction  of  Salt- Works  at,  Feb.  2, 1863.    Report  of 

Francis  E.  Porter 148 

Wales,  Thomas  B.,  jr.    Mentioned 350 

"Walker,  Oeorge  H.    Mentioned 957,258 

"Walker,  H.  H.    Mentioned 749,802,1059 

Walker,  H.  P.    Correspondence  with  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 1056 

Walker,  Lindsay  R.    Mentioned 709 

Walker,  V7,  8.    Correspondence  with  O.  T.  Beauregard 1013 

Wall,  Richard.    Mentioned 90 

Wallaoe,  Q.  A. 

Mentioned 207 

Beporc  of  skirmish  at  Williamsburg,  Ya.,  March  29, 1863 206 

Waller,  Richard  P.    Mentioned- 1092 

WaUick,  William  F.  M.    Mentioned 294 

Wallis,  J.  W.    Correspondence  with  John  O.  Foster 674 

Walton,  J.  B.    Mentioned. 8'J6 

Walton,  Thomas.    Mentioned 896 

War  Department,  C.  8.    Correspondence  with 

Baird,E.  B 1091 

Beauregard,  G.  T 799,811-813,816,822,1012,1013,1017 

Campbell,  J.  A 1082 

Davis,  Jeffenon 803, 823. 834, 848. 860, 870, 891, 976, 1009, 1015, 1053, 1061 ,  1082 

*  Four  bsttoriM  wrrlag  «(  Petenbarg,  Ya.  t  Originally  Compuiy  I,  ISfeh  Yirgini*  InftaAry, 
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War  Department,  C.  8.    Coneapondenoe  with— ContiniiecL 

Donelnou,  D.  8 9w 

Elliott,  Gilbert i^^ 

Engineer  Department,  C.  a  A 330, 813, 952, 977,  lC«i>4 

French,  Samnel  G 4M44, 742, 822, 8S3,&»,  867,  874,1 04i 

Hall,  £.  D lOJl 

Haryie,  Lewis  E ?'l 

Hill,  D.  H.  861, 890, 963, 1005, 1016. 1047, 1048. 1060, 1062, 1063. 1069. 1076, 1079,  IOl^ 

Johnston,  Joseph  E IWi 

Jonee.  Samnel 905,936 

Lee,  Bobert  £ 801,  802,  805,  810,812,814,  817. 819,  825, 644-^^ 

851,876,877,879,880,  882,889,  974,  998,  1009,  1017,1066.1078,  1090,  1092 

Lee,  W.  H.  P 1M5 

Longstreet,  James 326,  910,967,970,97% 

977, 979, 981, 983, 996, 998, 1002, 1014, 1015, 1025, 1039, 1042, 1045, 1050, 1051 

Lynch,  W.  P 789,856 

Martin,  J.  G 758 

Navy  Department,  C.  8 976,1023 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of. 779,792, 

821,  822,  827,  831,  840,851,873,895,897,902,909,  934,957.1026,1027,1015 

Pryor,  Roger  A 877,879,885,888,889 

Qnartermaster-General's  Office,  C.  Sii  A 107 

Smith,  GnstovnsW 471,742,776,788, 

792, 799, 801, 805, 808, 832, 836,  838, 844, 845, 847, 850, 854,  858, 870, 871, 878 

Virginia,  Governor  of. 827,834,977 

Wadley,  W.  M 874 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 774.781,782,862,867,872,875,802,807, 

899. 904, 912, 938. 939, 951. 962, 971.  977. 980, 983, 988, 1005,  1024, 1068, 1091 
"War  Department,  U.  8. 
Correspondence  with 

Dix,  JohnA 382,387,391, 

395, 418, 433, 436, 440, 443, 449, 451, 452,  454, 461, 472,  474, 480, 482,  521, 714 

King,  Bnfns 706,709 

Navy  Department,  U.  B 376,430,442,451,452 

Treasury  Department,  U.  S 429 

Orders,  March  31, 1863 680 

Orders  in  cases  of 

Abandoned  and  Captured  Property 580 

Trade  and  Interoonrse 580 

^7ard, .    Mentioned 409 

"Ward,  Edward  W.    Mentioned 760 

"Ward,  GMleaF.    Mentioned 99,100 

Ward,  John  B. 

Mentioned 317.575,735 

Report  of  capture  of  Battery  Hnger,  Va.,  April  19,  1863 314 

Ward,  Roberts.    Mentioned 133 

Wardrop,  David  "W. 

Mentioned 272,279,287,298,350,575,677,729,735,1093 

Itinerary  of  Reserve  Brigade.    Siege  of  Suffolk,  Va.,  April  24-May  1 298 

Warner,  John  A.,  Steamer.    Mentioned 295,387,422,429 

Warren.  Edward  J.    Mentioned 1092 

Waahbnm,  larael,  Jr.    Mentioned 461 

Waahington,  N.  C. 

Attaolc  on,  September  6,  1862. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army »— 5 
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WsaUngton,  N.  C— Continiied. 
Attack  ou,  September  6, 1902, 
Beportaof 

Foster,  John  G 4,5 

French,  Samnel  6 10 

BCiz,  John 7 

Potter,  Edward  £ 6 

Defenses  of  (immediate). 
Communications  from 

Prince,  Henry 060,870 

BpinoU,  F.  B 668 

Prince,  Henry. 

Assigned  to  command  of  the • 660 

Relieved  from  command  of  the 870 

Expedition  to,  April  17-19, 1863.    Reports  of 

Foster,  John  O SIS 

Heokman,  Charles  A SSI 

Naglee,  Henry  M 880 

See  also  March  .30-^j»ri2  20,  1863.    Sieg^  of  Wa9himgUmf  N.  C,  and  jwrmil 
of  Coitfederaie  forces    RtparU  nf 

Foster,  John  O.  Palmer,  Innls  K.  (ittiMrary). 

Siege  of,  and  pursuit  of  Confederate  forces,  March  30-April  SM),  1863. 

Casualties.    Returns  o£    Union  Troops 817 

Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 586,580,711 

Daniel,  Junius 051,954,974 

Dix,  JohnA 685,618,682,689 

Foster.  JohuO 283,288,831-835,594,682,683,687 

Gamett,  Richard  ^ 955, 971, 975, 978, 964, 9(«,  989, 991, 992, 1001 

Hunter,  David 608 

Eeyes,  Erasmus  D 585,588,589,501-593,601 

Lee,  8.  P 631 

Longstreet,  James 931,932,937,941,943,945,968-070,978,973,990 

Ludlow,  William  H 601 

Palmer,  InnisN 887, 

828, 848, 851, 578, 579, 564, 585, 589, 593, 504, 618. 617, 618, 646 

Peck,  John  J 590 

Pettigrew,  J.  J 986,900 

Prince,  Henry 888-830,236 

Van  fiuren,  D.  T 68B 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 943,972 

See  also  Z>{x  to  BaXMi,  p. 579 ;  Longstreet  to  Lee,  pp. 948,969,960; 
Lee  to  Longetreel,  p.  943. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 811- 

815, 817, 818, 823, 884, 888-238, 841-844 

Itineraries. 

Jourdan,  James,  8d  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 854 

Palmer,  Innis  N.,  1st  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 819 

Spinola,  F.  B.,  Ist  Brigade,  5th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 854 

Wessells,  Henry  W.,  4th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps 888 

Reports  of 

Foster,  John  G 211,818 

Potter,  Edward  E.,  April  16-17,1863 818,819 

Prince,  Henry,  April  4-6, 1863 888 

Richmond,  Silas  P.,  April  7-10, 1863 837 
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Waaliington,  N.  C. — Continned. 

Siege  of,  and  panait  of  Confederate  foioea,  Maroh  30-April  90, 1883L 
Beporta  of 

Bpinola,  F.  B., 

April  1-4,  1863 940 

April  e-9,  1863 M4,9«7 

Taylor,  David  A 217 

Seealao 

April         9, 1863.  Blounf$  Creek.    Aetion  at. 

13-21,1863.  Sw{ft  Creek  nUagt.    Bxpe^UUm  to. 
1&-21,1863.  Kineton.    ErpediHan  toward. 
17-19,1863.   Waekington,    KxpedUiamio. 
20, 1863.  Sandg  Bidge.    SUrmiek  oL 
Skirmish  near,  Feb.  13, 1863.    Beporta  of 

Jockniok,  George  F 156 

Lyman,  Lnke 156 

Washington,  N.  C,  Comdg.  Offloer  Confaderata  foroea  noareaL    Corre- 
spondence with  Edward  £.  Potter 4S4 

Waablngton,  Depattment  o£    Orders,  Special,  series  1863:  No.  57,  606. 

'Washington,  James  A.    Mentioned 945,1 

"Waahington,  John  C.    Mentioned 984,1 

'Waterbury,  Mr.    Mentioned 333 

Waterman,  James  H.    Mentioned HO 

Watson,  P.  H.    Mentioned 436 

For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  War  DepartwMmif  U.  8, 

Watts,  Thomsui  H.    Mentioned 888 

Wave  Queen,  Steamer.    Mentioned 897 

Wead,  Frederick  F.    Mentioned 577,737 

^7ebb,  Vy.  TKT.    Mentioned 577 

Weber,  Max.    Mentioned 377 

^7ebater,  Ralph  C.    Mentioned 97 

"Weehawken,  U.  S.  S.    Mentioned 530,533,857 

'Welles,  Gideon.    Mentioned S, 

4, 15, 34, 45, 52. 124, 183, 210, 267, 385, 397, 402, 407, 409, 412, 413, 417^ 
421,  427,  429,  431,  433,  436,  438,  440,447-449,451,537,587,607,651 
For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  Navp  DgMrtaisal,  171  8. 
Wtilman,  AUJah  J. 

Mentioned 92,96,500 

Beport  of  engagement  at  Kinston,  N.  C,  Deo.  14, 1862 96 

Wella,  Franoia  8.    Mentioned 223 

Wella,  Henry  A.    Mentioned 69,60 

"Wella,  "W.  W.    Mentioned 131,367,369 

"Wents,  Braamoa  L.    Mentioned 716,724 

Wensel,  John  P.    Mentioned 906 

'Wassells»  Henry  "W. 

Assignments  to  command •• 668 

Correspondence  with 

Foster,  JohnO. 147,365,791 

Spinola,  F.  B 258,953 

Itinerary  of  4th  Division,  18th  Army  Corps.    Siege  of  Washington,  N.  C, 

March  15-April  13,  1863 982 

Mentioned 20,33,34,38,39,41,42,54-69,74,77,79,61, 

85, 92, 94, 96-100, 227, 253, 254, 376, 377, 3aS  414, 454. 459, 460, 468-470,  473, 
474, 476, 477, 480, 484, 487, 491, 494, 496. 499, 500, 505, 512, 516,  533, 547, 548^ 
576,594,596,  617,618,  647,652,  068,678,679,  737, 962, 988. 1060, 1064, 106r 
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WeiaellB,  Henry  W.— Continaed. 

Report  of  operaiious,  Dec.  5-21, 1862,  daring  expedition  to  Joldaborough, 

N.  C 9S 

'West  Bnmoh,  Va.    Engagement  at  mouth  of,  April  14,  1863.    See  Jpnl  11- 
ifay  4, 1863.    SUge  of  S^folk,  Va.    BeporU  of 
0«tty,  Otorge  W.  Peek.  John  J. 

West,  Department  of  the.*    French,  Samnel  G.,  aasigned  to  dnty  in 1077 

^7e8t  End,  Steamer.    Mentioned 276, 

280, 305, 406, 413, 483, 484, 610, 616, 621, 625, 636, 658. 674, 697 

West,  George.    Mentioned 1007,1017 

TKTest;  Jamea.    Mentioned • 880 

West,  Robert  M. 

Correspondence  with 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 266,629,693 

King,  RnfuB 266,612 

Mentioned 202-266,695,606,386,601,607,677,693,717,728,729,734,995 

Weat  Point,  Va. 

Affair  near,  April  16,  1863.    See  Paiaaal;«|f  Siner,  Fa, 
Evacuation  of,  by  Union  forces,  May  31^nne  1, 1863. 
Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 730 

Dix,  John  A 727,732,733 

Lee,  8.P 731 

War  Department,  C.  8 1090,1092 

Itinerary  of  Gordon's  division,  4th  Corps,  May  4-Jnne  1, 1863 372 

Report  of  George  H.  Gordon 372 

Expeditions  to, 

Jan.  7-0, 1863.    See  YorkUmm,  Va.    ExpedUion  f^m,  Jan.  7-0,  1863. 
Jan.  13, 1863. 

Communications  from  Erasmus  D.  Eeyes 515 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 515 

Occupation  of,  by  Union  forces,  May  7, 1863.    Communications  from 

Army  Headquarters 624,701,709 

Diz,  JohnA 640,690,691,600,701,702,704-706 

King,  Rufhs 706 

Lee,  Robert  E 1056 

Lee,  S.  P 098,704 

Peck,  John  J 690 

See  also  Dix  to  Lee,  p.  607 ;  D%x  to  HaUoekj  p.  707. 
Weat  Virginia  Troopa.    Mentioned. 
Infantry— Regiments:  16th,  608. 

WetheriU,  Samuel.    Mentioned 33,125,126,140,280 

"Wharton,  Captain.    Mentioned 1047 

Wheaton,  William  L.    Mentioned 585,613 

For  correspondence  as  A.  D.  C.  and  A.  A.  A.  G.,  see  Innit  N.  Palmer, 

Wheelan,  James  N.    Mentioned 4, 126, 13."),  138, 180, 303, 305 

Wheelan,  William.    Mentioned 19 

Wheeler,  John  J.    Mentioned 49,501, .'>77 

Whipple,  Charlea.    Mentioned 575, 109:< 

^White,A.    Mentioned 539 

White,  Alvin.    Mentioned 735 

White,David  B.    Mentioned 737 

White,  Edward.    Mentioned 119 

*  Joseph  E.  Johnston's  geographical  command. 
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"Wliite  Hall,  N.  C.    Engagement  at,  Deo.  16, 1862.    Report  of  B.  H.  Roberteon       121 
6ee  also  Dec,  11-20,  1862.    ExpeditioH  to  GoUUborougk,  N,  C.    BeparUof 

AmoTj,  ThomM  J.  C.  Hall,  ITewtoB.  Pickett,  Josiah. 

Chambers,  John  O.  Heokman,  Charles  A.  Smith,  Gnetama  W. 

Codman,  Charlea  R.  Holbrook,  Charles  L.  SteTenson,  Thomas  O. 

Fellows,  John  F.  Jeaney,  Bdwin  8.  Taylor,  Darid  A. 

Foeter,  John  G.  LedUe,  Jamee  H.  Zahriskle,  Abraai. 

White  HaU  Bridge,  N.  C.    Affair  at,  Dec.  15, 1862.    See  Dee,  11-20.  Id62.    JSr- 

pediHon  to  Ooldshoroughf  K.  C.    BeporU  of 

Foeter,  John  O.  Smith,  Oastams  W. 

White,  John  B.    Mentioned 272,299 

Whitehead,  U.  S.  8.    Mentioned 2323,243,260 

Wmtehead,  Mr.    Mentioned 123 

Whitehead,  Jeff.    Mentioned 44 

Whitehead,  "W.  B.    Mentioned 44 

White  Honae,  Va.    Expedition  to,  Jan.  7-9, 1863.    Bee  Forlrtoipa,  Fa.    JEqie- 

diiion  from,  Jan,  7-9, 1863. 
White  Oak  Creek,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  Jan.  19, 1863.    See  New  Btme^  N,  C. 
ReetmnaiBBanoefremj  Jan.  17-21,  1863. 

Whitfbrd,  Bdward.    Mentioned 1023 

Whitford,  John  D.    Mentioned 859 

Whitford,  John  N. 

Correapondence  with  D.  H.  Hill 1022,1054 

Mentioned 194, 255, 824, 914, 921, 924, 971, 990, 1012, 1053, 1074, 1085 

Whiting,  Jsuiper  8.    For  oorreapondenoe,  etc.,  aee  ^<^'ateat  and  Intpeetor  Oen^ 

eraVs  Office^  C  8,  A, 
Whiting,  W.  H.  C. 

Address  to  people  of  Wilmington,  N.  C 787 

Aasigpiments  to  command ••• 770 

Correspondence  with 

A^ntant  and  Inspector  Geneial'a  Offloe,  C«  S.  A 848.913,922 

Baker,  John  A 821,844,850,831,858 

Beauregard,  G.  T 780,791,805,806,816,821,822, 

825-827, 833, 836, 838, 839, 842, 850, 671, 875, 881, 1011, 1012, 1017, 1035, 1058 

Benbow,  H.  L 873 

Planner,  J.  H 1035 

French,  Samuel  G 785,852,855,863,868 

Gist,  a  R 801 

Gwathmey,  Washington 843 

Harrison,  George  P.,  Jr 631,851 

Hedrick.  John  J 848 

HIU,  D.  H 893,896,904,910, 

972,962,987,1022,1041,1045, 1048,  1049,1052, 1058,1070. 1073. 1076,  1080 

Lamb,  William 843,857 

Longstreet,  Jamee 905,007,913,920.943,945,947,949,961,962,972,973 

Lynch,  W.F 8i0,863 

Nayy  Department,  C.  S 1024 

Newkirk,  Abraham  F 808 

North  Carolina,  Governor  of 790,879,887 

Ordnance  Department,  C.  S.A 868,1035 

Badcliffe,  James  D 794 

Bhett,T.  S   1000 

Sharp,  B.  J 1030 

Simonton,  Charles  H 806 
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PBg«« 

Wbiting,  "W,  H.  C— Contliined. 
CorreepondeDce  trith 

SmUh,  GnrtavoB  W 773,780,783.786,789,791, 

794, 803-806, 806, 816, 830,  833;  837, 838, 844, 850, 855, 857, 858, 864, 867, 869 

SabsisteDce  Department,  C  B.  A 940 

Walker,  H.P 1066 

War  Department,  C.  B 774,781,788,868,867,872,875,892,897, 

899, 904, 912, 938, 939, 961, 962,  971,  977, 960, 983, 988, 1005, 1024, 1058, 1081 

Mentioned 108, 167, 189, 770, 771, 773, 776, 7-2, 783, 787, 788. 793, 794, 801, 

809,  832, 833, 836, 838, 840, 844, 856, 858, 859, 864-866, 868, 871, 873, 875, 8Sm 
890, 901, 908, 905, 909,  »11, 916, 917, 921, 925, 938, 941, 947, 949, 961, 962  9«4, 
965, 969, 972, 963, 986, 990, 906, 1000, 101»-1015, 1018, 1023,  1030, 1034,  \Qk% 

Report  of  captnre  of  U.  B.  B.  Ellia,  on  New  Biver,  N.  C,  Nov.  25, 1862 34 

^Tbitner,  "W.  H.    Mentioned 144 

"VThitney,  Rnaaell  M.    Mentioned 259 

Vlhitnejf  Stephen.    Mentioned 18,134,280 

^VThiton,  John  C.    Menti<ned 736 

"Whltty,  Jasper  M.    Mentioned 1093 

Whytal,  Thomaa  Q.    Mentioned 509 

Widow,  Schooner. 

Mentioned 965 

Seiznre  of.    Commnnioatione  from  B.  B.  Garnett 984 

'Wleatling,  George  B.    Mentioned 735,1093 

Wilcox,  Cadmus  AS.    Mentioned 704,705 

5RrUd,  B.  A.    Mentioned 659,733 

"Wilder,  C.  B. 

Correepondenod  with  John  A.  Diz d70  591.730 

Mentioned ^1,306,570 

^RTiley,  W.  J.    Mentioned 197,198 

^7ilkes,  Charles.    Mentioned 438.556 

Wilkeson,  Bayard.    Mentioned 134 

Willard,  Besijamin.    Mentioned 880 

Willard,  Blkana.    Mentioned 880 

Willard,  Lee.    Mentioned 880 

Willard,  Lnolnda.    Mentioned 669 

Willard,  WilUam.    Mentioned 880 

WUlcox,  Orlando  B.    Mentioned 149,457,562-565 

WilUam  Penn,  Vessel.    Mentioned 448 

197iUiaiiia,  Augnatna  H.  D.    Mentioned 1093 

WiUiama,  Fort,  N.  C.    Fort  at  Plymouth,  N.  C.    (Socalled) 644 

Williama,  OrifBn  8.    Mentioned 242 

'Williama,  John.    Mentioned 880 

WiUiama.  L.  B.    Mentioned 170 

WilUama,  R.  K.    Mentioned 116 

Williama.  Seth.    For  correspondenoe  as  Assistant  A4j ntant>General,  see  George 
B.  MeCMlan ;  also  Joerpk  Booker, 

Williams^  Thomaa.    Mentioned 644 

^7imama,  ^RTillia.    Mentioned 14 

Williamaborg.  Va. 

Beconnaissance  from,  Nov.  22,  1862. 

Commnnioations  from  John  A.  Dix 461 

Beport  of  John  A.  Diz « 34 

Soont  from,  Jan.  19,  1863. 

Commnuications  from  Erasmus  D.  Key es 130 

Beport  of  William  G.  MvCandless 130 
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V7ilIiac:Abiir8,  Va.~€ontiniiedi 
SkinnUheB  at. 
8ept.  9,  Idas. 

Commniiioationa  from 

Army  HeadqoArten ••••• •••••••••• 11 

Dix,  JobnA 387.390 

Courtrmartial  Id  caae  of  Jacob  P.  Wilaon 11>]3 

Report  of  Jobo  A.  Diz 11 

Maroh  'i9,  Itm. 

CommanioationB  from 

fiaateed,  Biohaid 208,904.206 

Dix,  John  A 206 

Reports  of 

Bnateed,  Richard 803 

Lewie,  WiUiam «06 

Tabb,  WilllamB 207 

WaUaoe,  G.A 208 

Wise,  Henry  A 206 

April  11,  1863. 

ComronnlcationB  from 

Dix,  John  A 728 

Keyee.  Eraemne  D 263-466.595 

King,  Rafris 266 

West,  Robert  M 266 

Reports  of 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 262 

King.Rafris 262-266 

^''Sllamaon,  Bamnel  M.    Mentioned 148,150 

^■^'ttlaon.  John  M. 

Mentioned 8,68,368,424,659 

Report  of  skirmish  at  Sandy  Ridge,  K.  C,  AprU  20, 1863 239 

'^v'iimlngton,  N.  C. 

AdOrcas  to  people  of.    (Whiting) 787 

Defenses  of  (immediate).    Commnnioations  fit>m 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  (General's  Oince,  C.  &A 770,773,817 

Beanregard,  G.  T 896.838,839,1011,1017 

Engineer  Department,  C.  8.  A 756 

Frobel,  B.  W 842 

Hill,  D.  H 898,1005 

Longstreet,  James 913 

Lynch,  W.F 858 

Navy  Department,  C.  S 1023,1024 

Rhett,  T.  8 770 

War  Department,  C.  8 912 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 773, 

7/4,  790,  820,  827,  831,  842,  843, 848, 862,  867,  862,  863,  867-86:1,873,887. 
892,  896,  899,  904,  913, 922, 980, 982, 988, 1000, 1006, 1092, 1024, 1049^  1076 
Bee  also  Fanes  to  Seddon,  p.  1027. 
Operations  about.    Commnnications  fit>m 

Beauregard,  G.  T 842,850 

Martin.  W.F 861 

Whiting.  W.  H.  C 821, 842-844, 848. 850, 861, 1041. 1045, 1048, 1062 

Re-enforcements  for.    Communications  from 

Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office,  C.  8,  A 826, 1031 

Beauregard,  G.  T 816, 817. 822, 826, 826, 836, 1011-1013, 1017, 1034-1036 
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P»ge. 
Wilmington,  N.  C.—Continaed. 

Be-enfuroementfl  for.    ComranDioatioDS  from 

DavJB,  Jefferson 1015,1063 

Gist,  8.  R 818 

Longstreet,  James 907,990 

Smith,  Gastavns  W 770.776,788,788.792,816,830,838 

War  Department,  C.  8  . . .  776, 777, 782, 816, 980, 983, 1012, 1015-1017, 1081, 1088 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C 773, 

774, 780-783, 785-787, 789-791, 801, 835, 833, 897, 1082, 1035, 1080, 1081 
8ee alsOiSmitA  to  Lee, p. 786 ;  Lamgetreet  to Seddon, pp. 996, 1014.    Also 
Notes,  pp.  799,  908. 

Supplies  for.    Commuoications  from  W.  H.  C.  Whiting 940 

Whiting,  W.  H.  C,  assigned  to  command  of  the  Cape  Fear  River 770 

WJlflon,  Steamer.    Mentioned 105,177,241,242 

^RTilaon,  C.  C.    Mentioned 865,866 

^7ilaon,H.  W.    Mentioned 69,527 

Wilacm,  Jaoob  P. 

Coart-martial  in  case  of 11-13 

Mentioned 12,13,390 

WilBon,  Jamea.    Mentioned 272,299 

'Wilson,  John  B.    Mentioned 544 

Wilson.  WilUam  R.    Mentioned 576.734,1094 

Winana,  Ira.    Mentioned 376,377 

Winder,  John  H. 

Correspondence  with  Ac^atant  and  Inspector  G^eral'H  OfiBce,  C.  8.  A  ....      931 

Mentioned 707,708,749,751,793,794,978,1059,1062,1077 

197indaor,  Va.    Skirmishes  near. 

Oeo.82,  1862.    Report  of  Orris  8.  Ferry 123 

March  9,  1863.    See  Suffolk,  Va,    Beconnaieeanee  fromf  Marok  7-9,  1863. 
Winfleld,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  March  23,  1863.    Reporto  of 

Dix,  JohnA 201 

Foster,  John  G 202 

Peck,  John  J 802,203 

See  also  OihU  to  l/mgetreetf  p.  945. 

Winniaimmet;  Steamer.    Mentioned 361 

Winston,  J.  R.    Mentioned 165 

'Winterlwtham,  John  R.    Mentioned 134,138 

Wiaconain  Troops.    Mentioned. 

Artillery,  Light— ^affer/ss:  2d,  133,137,  288,294,302,  303,:)07,  317,318,377, 
468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094 ;  4th,  278,  288,  293,  294,  303,  306,  309, 310, 317- 
319. 321, 322, 377, 468, 487, 576, 677, 734, 1094. 
Infantry- Ae^/Vna/irs:  19th,  271,287,  299,303,305,317,318,359,377,468,487, 
575, 625, 677, 735, 1093. 
Wise,  Henry  A. 

Correspondence  with 

Councill,  J.  Calvin 797-800 

Dickinson,  WilUam 809 

Dix,  JohnA 664 

Dnke,R.T.  W 892 

Elaey,  Arnold 153,892,920,975,994,1006,1019,1035 

Harmau,  William 808,809 

Smith,  GnstarnsW 795 

Tabb,  William  B 886 

Mentioned 262-265,435,464,563,598,600,601,604,607, 

610, 622, 628, 629, 641, 651, 652, 673, 684. 728, 733, 751, 759, 762, 764, 786,  793, 
dOO,  807, 810, 814, 866, 901, 917, 952. 965-968, 970. 1032, 1036. 1059. 1086. 1088 
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Wlaa^  Henry  A.— ContiQaed. 
Reports  of 

Olive  Branch  Cliuroh,  Va.    Skirmiah  at,  Feb.  7, 1863 lasl 

WilliamsbiiTg,  Va.    Skirmish  at,  llarch  29, 1863 2(» 

Wise,  Peyton.    Report  of  affair  on  the  Pamnnkey  River,  April  16, 1863 SIS 

^7ise'a  CroB^-Roads,  N.  C.    Skirmish  at,  April  88,  1863.    See  JTistlotv,  2f.  C. 

SxpedMoH  toward,  April  87-lfay  1,  1863. 
Wifltar,  Isaac  J. 

Assignments  to  command 686 

Itinerary  of  Reserve  Brigade,  Department  of  Virginia,  dnring  operations 

on  the  Norfolk  and  Petersburg  Railroad,  Va.,  May  1&-W8, 1863. ..      359 

Mentioned 686,739,736 

^7ither8,  John.    For  correspondence,  etc.,  see  A.  and  J.  G,*$  Qfflcef  C,  8,  A, 

^7oodford«  Ste^Rrart  Zk    Mentioned 734 

Woodia,  Hunter,  Steamer.    Mentioned 611 

Wooda,  Jo.    Mentioned 893 

Woodward,  Thomas  J.    Correspondence  with  C.  W.  Flnsser 462 

Wool,  John  B.    Mentioned 388,389,392,428,430,436,437,442,449.480 

Wootan,  James.    Mentioned   880 

Worth,  Gtista^na  IL    Mentioned 2bO 

Worth,  William  K.    Mentioned 79 

Worthington,  W.N.    Mentioned 121,1*^2,1061 

^7ren,  JohnF.    Mentioned 1070 

Wright,  A.  R.    Mentioned 385 

Wright,  Clement  Q.    Mentioned 1008,1074 

Wright,  Dempaey.    Mentioned 259 

Wright,  F.  M.    Mentioned 788 

Wright,  Horatio  O.    Mentioned 948 

^7right,  William.    Mentioned 259 

Wright,  8.  T.    Mentioned 144,145,750 

Wyandotte,  U.S.  S.    Mentioned 4:)2, 4:)9, 444, 450, 588 

Wyatt,  James  W.    Mentioned 191 

Torktown,  Va. 
Defenses  of. 

Board  of  Army  OiBcers  to  examine. 

Appointed 379 

Report  of 379 

Review  of  report  of,  by  G.  W.  Callnm 381 

Communications  from 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 378,380 

McClellan,  George  B 373,374 

Peck,  John  J 391 

Memorandum  of  ordnance  and  ordnance  stores 381 

Expeditions  from. 
Jan.  7-9, 1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 15M 

Report  of  Erasmus  D.  Keyes 124 

April  1,  1863. 

Co-operation  of  Navy,  U.  S.,  with  Army 256-258 

Reports  of 

Andrews,  William  S 257 

Gillis,J.H 856,258 

Keyes,  Erasmus  D 256 
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Pace. 
T'orktown,  Va.— Oootinaed. 

BeconnaiMnnce  from,  Dec.  11-16,  1862. 

Communications  irom 

Dix,JolinA 479 

Naglee,  Henry  M 479,482 

Report  of  Henry  M.  Naglee 49 

Van  Alen,  James  H.    Relieyed  firom  conmiand  at 427 

Toong,  Qeorge  F.    Mentioned 274,280 

Tonng,  iKniia  Q.    Mentioned 198 

Toong,  W.  L.    Mentioned 849,922,923,1049 

Toong'a  Croaa-Roada,  N.  C. 

Expedition  to,  March  7,  1868.    See  New  Beme,  If,  C,    Expediiian  from, 

March  8-10,  1868. 

Beconnaissance  to,  Jan.  19, 1868.    See  New  Berne,  X,  C,    Beeonnaieeanoeframf 

Jan.  17-21, 1863. 

Zabriakie,  Abram. 

Mentioned 92,501,677,737 

Report  of  expedition  to  Goldsborongh,  N.  C,  Deo.  11-20, 1862 94 

2eigler,  M.  O.    Mentioned 114 

Zmatf  Bamuel  M.    Mentioned 294 

2niii,  Va. 

Affair  near,  Oct.  3, 1862.    See  BUuikwater,  Fa.    SkirmUh  on  the,  OcU  3, 1862. 

Skirmishes  at  and  near. 

Oct.  26, 1862.    Report  of  John  A.  Dix 19 

Nov.  14, 1862.    See  Suffolk,  Va.    Operations  about,  Nov.  12-14, 1862. 

Dec.  8-12, 1862.    See  Blaokwater,  Fa.    Reoonnaieeanoe  to,  Dec.  8-12, 1862. 

o 


